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Introduction to the Book of Colossians

The Epistle to the Colossians  is a significant letter in the New Testament, attributed to the Apostle 

Paul. It was written during his first imprisonment in Rome around A.D. 60-62, a time when he was 
facing challenges not only from his captors but also from various theological issues arising within 
early Christian communities. The letter addresses the church in Colossae, a city located in modern-day 
Turkey, which had been founded by Epaphras, one of Paul’s co-workers.

Context and Purpose

The primary purpose of this epistle was to counteract false teachings that were infiltrating the 
Colossian church. These teachings included elements of mysticism, asceticism, and syncretism—
where various religious beliefs were mixed together. The Colossian Christians were being influenced 
by both pagan practices and Jewish legalism, leading them to believe that they needed additional 
rituals or knowledge beyond their faith in Christ for spiritual fulfillment. Paul wrote this letter to 
affirm the supremacy and sufficiency of Jesus Christ as the sole source of salvation and spiritual 
maturity.



Key Themes

One of the central themes of Colossians is the  supremacy of Christ . Paul emphasizes that Jesus is not 

just another figure among many; He is described as “the image of the invisible God” (Colossians 1:15) 
and “the firstborn over all creation” (Colossians 1:15). This establishes Christ’s divine authority and 
His role as Creator and Redeemer. Paul argues that all fullness dwells in Christ (Colossians 2:9), 
indicating that believers do not need any additional intermediaries or practices to access God’s grace.

Another important theme is Christian conduct  based on one’s identity in Christ. In chapters 3 and 4, 

Paul provides practical instructions on how believers should live out their faith in everyday life. He 
encourages them to set their minds on things above (Colossians 3:2) and outlines ethical behaviors that 
reflect their new identity as followers of Christ.

Structure of the Letter

The structure of Colossians can be divided into four main sections:

1. Greeting and Thanksgiving (Colossians 1:1-14)  - Paul opens with a greeting and expresses 

gratitude for the faithfulness of the Colossian believers.

2. The Supremacy of Christ (Colossians 1:15-23)  - This section includes a profound hymn 

about Christ’s nature and His work in reconciling humanity to God.

3. Warnings Against False Teachings (Colossians 2:1-23)  - Here, Paul addresses specific 

heresies affecting the church, urging them to remain rooted in their faith.

4. Practical Exhortations for Christian Living (Colossians 3:1-4:6)  - The final section contains 

ethical instructions for various relationships within the community.

Conclusion

In summary, Paul’s letter to the Colossians serves as both an encouragement and a warning for 
believers regarding their faith in Jesus Christ amidst external pressures and internal conflicts. It 
highlights essential doctrines about Christ’s nature while providing practical guidance for living out 
one’s faith authentically.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 1:1 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse Colossians 1:1 states, “Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, 
and Timotheus our brother.” This opening verse serves as a formal introduction to the letter written by 
Paul to the church in Colosse. It establishes both the author and his authority, as well as introducing 
Timothy as a co-laborer in the faith.

Authorship and Authority The verse begins with “Paul,” identifying him as the author. Paul is not just 
any writer; he is “an apostle of Jesus Christ.” The term “apostle” signifies one who is sent with a 
commission. In this context, Paul emphasizes that his apostleship is not self-appointed but rather comes 



“by the will of God.” This phrase underscores that Paul’s mission and authority are divinely ordained, 
which is a recurring theme in his letters. By asserting his apostleship through God’s will, Paul 
establishes credibility for the teachings that follow.

Co-Author and Fellowship Following Paul’s name, he mentions “Timotheus our brother.” Timothy 
was a close companion of Paul and played a significant role in early Christian ministry. By including 
Timothy in the greeting, Paul highlights their partnership in spreading the gospel and serving the 
church. The use of “our brother” indicates a familial bond within the Christian community, 
emphasizing unity among believers.

Target Audience The phrase “to the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse” (not 
included in this verse but relevant for context) indicates that this letter is addressed specifically to 
Christians residing in Colosse. This designation of “saints” reflects their status as set apart for God’s 
purposes, while “faithful brethren” suggests their commitment to living out their faith amidst 
challenges.

Conclusion In summary, Colossians 1:1 serves as an important introduction that sets the tone for the 
entire epistle. It establishes Paul’s authority as an apostle appointed by God and introduces Timothy as 
a fellow believer. The verse encapsulates themes of divine calling, fellowship among believers, and 
addresses a specific audience committed to their faith.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 1:2 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse Colossians 1:2 reads: “To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are 
at Colosse: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” This verse 
serves as a greeting from the Apostle Paul to the Christian community in Colossae. It sets the tone for 
the entire epistle by emphasizing key themes such as identity, relationship with God, and the blessings 
that come from faith.

Addressing the Recipients The verse begins with “To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which 
are at Colosse.” The term “saints” (Greek: hagioi) refers not to a select few individuals of extraordinary 
holiness but to all believers who have been set apart for God’s purposes. This reflects a foundational 
understanding in Pauline theology that all Christians are considered holy because of their relationship 
with Christ. The phrase “faithful brethren” indicates that these individuals are not only part of the 
family of God but also steadfast in their faith. The use of “brethren” includes both men and women, 
highlighting inclusivity within the body of believers.

Location Significance The mention of “Colosse” situates this letter geographically, indicating that it 
was addressed to a specific community located about 100 miles east of Ephesus. This city was known 
for its trade and cultural diversity but had seen a decline by Paul’s time. The church there likely 
consisted of those who had heard the gospel during Paul’s ministry in Ephesus, though he himself had 
not personally visited them (as noted later in Colossians 2:1).

Blessings Bestowed Following his address, Paul extends a blessing: “Grace be unto you, and peace.” 
This is characteristic of Paul’s letters, combining both Greek (charis - grace) and Hebrew (shalom - 
peace) greetings. Grace signifies God’s unmerited favor towards humanity, while peace denotes a state 



of reconciliation with God as well as inner tranquility resulting from that relationship. By invoking 
these blessings, Paul emphasizes their importance for spiritual well-being.

Source of Blessings Paul attributes these blessings to “God our Father.” Notably absent here is an 
explicit mention of Jesus Christ alongside God; however, this omission does not diminish Christ’s role 
but rather highlights God’s fatherly nature towards believers. In other Pauline letters, such as Ephesians 
1:2, both God and Jesus are mentioned together; thus, this unique phrasing may reflect a particular 
emphasis on God’s authority or character in this context.

Conclusion In summary, Colossians 1:2 encapsulates essential elements of Christian identity—being 
saints and faithful brethren—and establishes a foundation for understanding grace and peace as gifts 
from God. It reflects Paul’s pastoral heart for those he writes to while affirming their standing before 
God through faith in Christ.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 1:3 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 1:3 states, “We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always 
for you.” This verse serves as an introduction to the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Colossians, highlighting 
his gratitude towards God and his commitment to prayer for the believers in Colosse. 

“We give thanks to God”

The phrase “We give thanks” indicates a communal expression of gratitude. Paul includes himself and 
Timothy in this acknowledgment, emphasizing that thanksgiving is a shared practice among believers. 
The act of giving thanks is not merely a formality; it reflects a deep recognition of God’s goodness and 
grace in their lives. In this context, Paul acknowledges that all blessings come from God, reinforcing 
the idea that gratitude should be directed towards Him.

“and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”

This part of the verse identifies God specifically as “the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” This 
designation highlights the relationship between God and Jesus, affirming both His divinity and His role 
as the mediator between humanity and God. By addressing God in this manner, Paul emphasizes that 
all spiritual blessings are rooted in this relationship. It also underscores the Christian belief in the 
Trinity—God as Father, Son (Jesus Christ), and Holy Spirit.

“praying always for you”

The concluding phrase “praying always for you” illustrates Paul’s commitment to intercessory prayer 
on behalf of the Colossians. The use of “always” signifies a continuous action, suggesting that Paul 
regularly remembers them in his prayers. This reflects not only his pastoral care but also sets an 
example for believers regarding the importance of praying for one another. It emphasizes that prayer is 
an essential aspect of Christian fellowship and community.



Conclusion

In summary, Colossians 1:3 encapsulates key themes such as gratitude towards God, recognition of 
Jesus Christ’s divine sonship, and the importance of persistent prayer within the Christian community. 
Through this verse, Paul establishes a foundation for his letter by expressing thankfulness while 
simultaneously committing to pray for the spiritual well-being of those he addresses.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 1:4 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 1:4 states, “Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all 
the saints.” This verse is part of Paul’s opening remarks in his letter to the Colossian church. It serves 
as a foundation for understanding the relationship between faith and love within the Christian 
community.

Contextual Background

Paul wrote this epistle while imprisoned in Rome, likely around A.D. 60-62. The church at Colossae 
was not founded directly by Paul but rather by Epaphras, a disciple who had been influenced by Paul’s 
ministry in Ephesus. The Colossians were facing various heresies that threatened their understanding of 
Christ and salvation. Thus, Paul’s acknowledgment of their faith and love is both an encouragement 
and a reminder of their commitment to Christ amidst challenges.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Since we heard”

• This phrase indicates that Paul did not have firsthand knowledge of the Colossians’ 
situation but received reports about them from Epaphras (Colossians 1:7-8). It shows 
that news about their spiritual condition reached him, emphasizing the importance of 
communication within the body of Christ.

2. “of your faith in Christ Jesus”

• Faith is central to Christian belief; it signifies trust and reliance on Jesus as Lord and 
Savior. Here, Paul commends the Colossians for their faith specifically “in Christ Jesus,” 
highlighting that true faith must be anchored in Him. This aligns with other New 
Testament teachings where faith is not merely an abstract concept but is directed toward 
a person—Jesus Christ (Ephesians 2:8).

3. “and of the love which ye have to all the saints”

• Love is presented as an essential characteristic of genuine faith. The term “love” here 
refers to agape love—a selfless, unconditional love that seeks the well-being of others. 
By stating “to all the saints,” Paul emphasizes inclusivity; their love extends beyond 
personal preferences or social boundaries, reflecting a community united in Christ 
(Galatians 6:10).



Theological Implications

This verse encapsulates two fundamental aspects of Christian life: faith and love. Faith in Jesus leads to 
a transformative relationship with God, while love for fellow believers demonstrates that 
transformation outwardly. Paul’s mention of both elements suggests they are interconnected; authentic 
faith naturally produces acts of love (James 2:17). 

Moreover, this passage serves as a reminder that true Christian community thrives on mutual support 
and care among its members, reinforcing that believers are called not only to believe but also to express 
that belief through loving actions toward one another.

Conclusion

In summary, Colossians 1:4 highlights Paul’s gratitude for the Colossian believers’ faith in Christ and 
their active expression of love towards all saints. This dual emphasis on faith and love sets a tone for 
the rest of the letter as Paul addresses doctrinal issues while encouraging them to remain steadfast in 
their beliefs and practices.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 1:5 (KJV)

Text of the Verse: “For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the 
word of the truth of the gospel;”

Analysis of Key Phrases:

1. “For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven”:

• This phrase introduces the reason behind the Apostle Paul’s gratitude towards the 
Colossian believers. The “hope” mentioned here is not a vague wish but a confident 
expectation rooted in Christian faith. It signifies a future promise that is securely stored 
away, emphasizing its safety and certainty. The term “laid up” (Greek: apokeimai) 
suggests that this hope is reserved and protected, akin to treasures kept safe from loss or 
corruption. The reference to “heaven” indicates that this hope transcends earthly 
concerns and is associated with eternal life and glory.

2. “whereof ye heard before”:

• This part of the verse highlights that this hope was not newly introduced but was 
previously communicated to them. It underscores the continuity of teaching within the 
Christian community, particularly through their teacher Epaphras, who brought them the 
gospel message. The phrase implies an established foundation upon which their faith 
rests, reinforcing that they have been adequately instructed about their spiritual 
inheritance.

3. “in the word of the truth of the gospel”:

• Here, Paul refers to “the word of truth,” which encapsulates the essence of what they 
were taught—the gospel itself. This phrase emphasizes that what they received was not 
merely human wisdom or philosophy but divine revelation grounded in truth. The use of 



“gospel” indicates good news concerning salvation through Jesus Christ, which includes 
promises about eternal life and heavenly rewards.

Theological Implications:

• Hope as a Central Theme: In Christian theology, hope plays a crucial role as it motivates 
believers to live righteously and persevere through trials. The assurance of future glory 
encourages faithfulness in their current lives.

• Security in Salvation: The notion that hope is “laid up” reinforces a key doctrine regarding 
eternal security—believers can trust that their salvation and its rewards are safeguarded by God.

• The Role of Teaching: Paul’s reminder about having heard this message before stresses the 
importance of sound doctrine and teaching within the church community, highlighting how 
foundational truths are vital for spiritual growth.

Conclusion: Colossians 1:5 serves as a powerful reminder for believers about their secure hope in 
heaven, encouraging them to remain steadfast in faith and love as they await fulfillment of God’s 
promises.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 1:6 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse Colossians 1:6 states, “Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and 
bringeth forth fruit, and increaseth, as it doth also in you since the day ye heard of it, and knew the 
grace of God in truth.” This verse encapsulates the essence of the Gospel’s transformative power and 
its universal reach. 

“Which is come unto you” This phrase indicates that the Gospel has not only arrived but is actively 
present among the Colossians. Paul emphasizes that they are recipients of this divine message, which 
signifies a significant moment in their spiritual journey. The use of “is come” suggests an ongoing 
reality rather than a past event, highlighting that the Gospel continues to have an impact on their lives.

“As it is in all the world” Here, Paul draws attention to the widespread nature of the Gospel. The 
phrase “in all the world” serves as a hyperbolic expression to illustrate that Christianity is not confined 
to a specific location or people but is intended for all humanity. This universality underscores God’s 
plan for salvation to extend beyond cultural and geographical boundaries.

“And bringeth forth fruit” The term “bringeth forth fruit” conveys the idea that where the Gospel is 
preached and received, it produces tangible results—spiritual growth and transformation in believers’ 
lives. The metaphor of fruit-bearing implies vitality and health within the Christian community. It 
suggests that true faith manifests itself through good works and righteous living.

“And increaseth” The addition of “and increaseth” further emphasizes that this fruitfulness is not 
static; rather, it denotes continuous growth. The Gospel’s influence expands both within individual 
believers and throughout communities. This dynamic aspect reflects God’s ongoing work in believers’ 
lives as they grow deeper in their faith.



“As it doth also in you since the day ye heard of it” Paul personalizes his message by affirming that 
this same process of bearing fruit and increasing has been evident among them since they first accepted 
the Gospel. The phrase “since the day ye heard of it” marks a pivotal moment—their conversion 
experience when they first encountered God’s grace through Christ.

“And knew the grace of God in truth.” Finally, Paul concludes with a profound statement about their 
understanding: they did not merely hear about grace; they comprehended its reality—“knew” indicates 
an intimate knowledge or recognition. This knowledge was rooted “in truth,” contrasting with any false 
teachings or misconceptions about grace that may have arisen from heretical influences within their 
community.

Conclusion In summary, Colossians 1:6 serves as both an affirmation of faith for the Colossian 
believers and a reminder of their responsibility to remain steadfast amidst challenges. It highlights how 
genuine acceptance of the Gospel leads to spiritual vitality characterized by growth and fruitfulness.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 1:7 (KJV)

Introduction to Colossians 1:7

Colossians 1:7 states, “As ye also learned of Epaphras our dear fellowservant, who is for you a faithful 
minister of Christ.” This verse is significant as it highlights the role of Epaphras in the establishment 
and nurturing of the church at Colossae. It emphasizes the importance of faithful ministry and the 
transmission of the gospel message.

“As ye also learned”

The phrase “As ye also learned” indicates that the Colossian believers received their understanding of 
the gospel through Epaphras. This learning process is not merely academic; it involves a deep, personal 
engagement with the truth of God’s Word. The use of “also” suggests that their learning was part of a 
broader context, affirming that they were not alone in this experience but were part of a community that 
had come to know Christ through various means.

“of Epaphras our dear fellowservant”

Epaphras is introduced as “our dear fellowservant,” which underscores his close relationship with Paul 
and Timothy. The term “fellowservant” (Greek: συνεργός) implies partnership in ministry, indicating 
that Epaphras worked alongside Paul in spreading the gospel. His designation as “dear” reflects Paul’s 
affection for him, suggesting that he was not only a colleague but also a beloved friend. This relational 
aspect is crucial in understanding how ministry operates within the body of Christ—through love and 
mutual support.

“who is for you a faithful minister of Christ”

The description of Epaphras as “a faithful minister of Christ” highlights his dedication and reliability in 
serving God and His people. The term “minister” (Greek: διάκονος) denotes one who serves or attends 
to others’ needs, particularly in a spiritual context. By calling him “faithful,” Paul affirms Epaphras’s 
commitment to his calling and his integrity in teaching the truth about Jesus Christ. This faithfulness is 



essential for any leader within the church, as it ensures that they are trustworthy conduits for God’s 
message.

Conclusion

Colossians 1:7 encapsulates key themes relevant to Christian leadership and discipleship. It illustrates 
how individuals like Epaphras play pivotal roles in sharing and nurturing faith within communities. 
Their dedication not only impacts those they serve but also strengthens the overall body of believers by 
fostering an environment where love and truth can flourish.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 1:8 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 1:8 states, “Who also declared unto us your love in the Spirit.” This verse is part of a letter 
written by the Apostle Paul to the church at Colosse. It follows a greeting and an expression of 
thanksgiving for their faith and love, which Paul had heard about through Epaphras, their minister.

Contextual Background

To understand this verse fully, it is essential to consider its context within the epistle. Paul had never 
visited the Colossian church personally; however, he was informed about their spiritual condition by 
Epaphras. This connection emphasizes the importance of community and communication within the 
early church. The report that Epaphras brought to Paul highlights two significant aspects: their faith in 
Christ Jesus and their love for all the saints.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Who also declared unto us”: The pronoun “who” refers back to Epaphras, who was 
instrumental in establishing the church at Colosse. His declaration signifies that he 
communicated vital information about the believers’ spiritual state to Paul and Timothy.

2. “your love”: The mention of “love” is crucial as it reflects one of the core tenets of Christian 
faith. In Paul’s writings, love is often associated with genuine faith and is seen as evidence of 
true discipleship (see John 13:35). The love exhibited by the Colossians was not merely 
emotional or superficial; it was a deep-seated affection rooted in their relationship with Christ.

3. “in the Spirit”: This phrase indicates that their love was not just a natural affection but rather a 
divine quality produced by the Holy Spirit. It underscores that true Christian love transcends 
human capability and originates from God Himself (Romans 5:5). The inclusion of “the Spirit” 
here affirms Paul’s teaching on the Trinity, as he acknowledges God’s active role in fostering 
this love among believers.

Theological Implications

The theological implications of this verse are profound. First, it reinforces the idea that authentic 
Christian community thrives on mutual support and encouragement through shared experiences of 
faith. Second, it illustrates how spiritual growth manifests itself through acts of love empowered by the 



Holy Spirit. This aligns with Paul’s broader message throughout his letters that emphasizes living out 
one’s faith through tangible expressions of love toward others.

Conclusion

In summary, Colossians 1:8 serves as an affirmation of both individual and communal aspects of faith 
within the body of Christ. It highlights how reports from fellow believers can encourage apostolic 
leaders like Paul while also demonstrating how genuine Christian love is cultivated through divine 
influence rather than mere human effort.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 1:9 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 1:9 states, “For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, 
and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual 
understanding.” This verse is part of a prayer by the Apostle Paul for the believers in Colosse. It 
reflects Paul’s deep concern for their spiritual growth and understanding.

Contextual Background

The Apostle Paul wrote this letter while imprisoned, likely around A.D. 60-62. He had never visited the 
church at Colosse but was informed about their faith and love through Epaphras, a minister from that 
area. The church faced challenges from false teachings, particularly Gnosticism, which threatened to 
distort their understanding of Christ and salvation.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “For this cause” - This phrase indicates that Paul’s prayer is a response to the positive report he 
received about the Colossians’ faith and love. It shows that gratitude and encouragement can 
lead to deeper intercession.

2. “we also” - By including himself in this statement, Paul emphasizes communal support in 
prayer among believers. It highlights that he is not alone in his prayers; Timothy is likely 
included as well.

3. “since the day we heard it” - This phrase signifies immediacy in Paul’s response to hearing 
about their faith. His prayers began as soon as he learned of their spiritual condition, 
demonstrating a model for how believers should respond when they hear of others’ needs or 
successes.

4. “do not cease to pray for you” - The continuous nature of Paul’s prayer life is emphasized 
here. He expresses an ongoing commitment to intercede for them, which serves as an example 
of persistent prayer for fellow believers.

5. “and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will” - Here lies the crux of 
Paul’s request: he desires that they be filled with knowledge—not just any knowledge but 



specifically “the knowledge of his will.” This indicates a longing for them to understand God’s 
purpose for their lives deeply.

6. “in all wisdom and spiritual understanding” - Paul distinguishes between mere intellectual 
knowledge and true wisdom that comes from God. Wisdom involves applying knowledge 
effectively in life situations, while spiritual understanding refers to discernment regarding 
divine matters.

Theological Implications

This verse underscores several theological themes:

• Intercessory Prayer: Paul models how Christians should pray for one another’s growth in 
faith.

• Knowledge of God’s Will: Understanding God’s will is essential for living a life pleasing to 
Him.

• Wisdom and Understanding: True wisdom comes from God and enables believers to navigate 
life’s complexities according to His purposes.

Conclusion

Colossians 1:9 serves as a powerful reminder of the importance of prayer within the Christian 
community and highlights Paul’s pastoral heart towards those he has never met personally. His desire 
for them to be filled with knowledge reflects a broader biblical theme where knowing God’s will leads 
to fruitful living.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 1:10 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse Colossians 1:10 reads: “That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all 
pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God.” This verse is part 
of Paul’s prayer for the Colossian believers, emphasizing the importance of living a life that reflects 
their faith in Christ.

“That ye might walk worthy of the Lord” The phrase “walk worthy of the Lord” signifies a call to 
conduct one’s life in a manner that is fitting and appropriate for those who belong to Christ. The term 
“walk” (Greek: peripateo) is often used metaphorically in Scripture to describe one’s lifestyle or way of 
living. Paul emphasizes that this walk should be characterized by integrity and alignment with God’s 
will. The concept of worthiness here does not imply that one can earn favor with God through works 
but rather that believers should reflect their relationship with Him through their actions.

“Unto all pleasing” The phrase “unto all pleasing” indicates that the goal of this worthy walk is to 
please God in every aspect. This aligns with other scriptural teachings where believers are encouraged 
to live lives that honor God (Romans 12:1-2). The idea here is holistic; it encompasses thoughts, words, 
and deeds. Paul desires that every action taken by the Colossians would be aimed at fulfilling God’s 
desires and intentions.



“Being fruitful in every good work” The term “being fruitful” suggests an active engagement in good 
works as an expression of faith. In biblical terms, fruitfulness often refers to the visible outcomes of a 
believer’s life—actions that demonstrate love, service, and obedience to God. Paul connects this 
fruitfulness directly to “every good work,” indicating that such works are not only beneficial but also 
essential for spiritual growth and maturity.

“Increasing in the knowledge of God” Finally, “increasing in the knowledge of God” highlights the 
importance of continual growth in understanding who God is and what He desires from His followers. 
Knowledge here refers not just to intellectual understanding but also to experiential knowledge—
knowing God through relationship and practice. This growth is vital as it informs how believers live 
out their faith and engage in good works.

Conclusion In summary, Colossians 1:10 encapsulates Paul’s desire for believers to lead lives that are 
reflective of their faith in Christ. It calls them to live worthily, aiming to please God through fruitful 
actions while continually growing in their understanding of Him.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 1:10 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse Colossians 1:10 reads: “That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all 
pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God.” This verse is part 
of Paul’s prayer for the Colossian believers, emphasizing the importance of living a life that reflects 
their faith in Christ.

“That ye might walk worthy of the Lord” The phrase “walk worthy of the Lord” signifies a call to 
conduct one’s life in a manner that is fitting and appropriate for those who belong to Christ. The term 
“walk” (Greek: peripateo) is often used metaphorically in Scripture to describe one’s lifestyle or way of 
living. Paul emphasizes that this walk should be characterized by integrity and alignment with God’s 
will. The concept of worthiness here does not imply that one can earn favor with God through works 
but rather that believers should reflect their relationship with Him through their actions.

“Unto all pleasing” The phrase “unto all pleasing” indicates that the goal of this worthy walk is to 
please God in every aspect. This aligns with other scriptural teachings where believers are encouraged 
to live lives that honor God (Romans 12:1-2). The idea here is holistic; it encompasses thoughts, words, 
and deeds. Paul desires that every action taken by the Colossians would be aimed at fulfilling God’s 
desires and intentions.

“Being fruitful in every good work” The term “being fruitful” suggests an active engagement in good 
works as an expression of faith. In biblical terms, fruitfulness often refers to the visible outcomes of a 
believer’s life—actions that demonstrate love, service, and obedience to God. Paul connects this 
fruitfulness directly to “every good work,” indicating that such works are not only beneficial but also 
essential for spiritual growth and maturity.

“Increasing in the knowledge of God” Finally, “increasing in the knowledge of God” highlights the 
importance of continual growth in understanding who God is and what He desires from His followers. 
Knowledge here refers not just to intellectual understanding but also to experiential knowledge—



knowing God through relationship and practice. This growth is vital as it informs how believers live 
out their faith and engage in good works.

Conclusion In summary, Colossians 1:10 encapsulates Paul’s desire for believers to lead lives that are 
reflective of their faith in Christ. It calls them to live worthily, aiming to please God through fruitful 
actions while continually growing in their understanding of Him.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 1:12 (KJV)

Giving Thanks Unto the Father

The verse begins with an exhortation to “give thanks unto the Father.” This phrase emphasizes the 
importance of gratitude in the Christian life. The Apostle Paul is reminding believers that all blessings 
come from God, and it is appropriate to acknowledge His goodness and mercy. The term “Father” 
signifies a personal relationship between God and His children, highlighting His role as the source of 
grace and salvation.

Who Hath Made Us Meet

The next part of the verse states that God “hath made us meet.” The word “meet” here translates from 
the Greek term ἱκανόω (hikanoō), which means to make sufficient or qualified. This indicates that it is 
not by our own merits or efforts that we become worthy of God’s inheritance but through God’s grace 
alone. Paul stresses that it is God who qualifies us for participation in His blessings, reinforcing the 
concept of divine grace in salvation.

To Be Partakers of the Inheritance

Paul continues by stating that we are made “partakers of the inheritance.” This phrase draws a parallel 
to the Old Testament practice where land was divided among the tribes of Israel. Just as each tribe 
received its portion, Christians are promised a share in God’s spiritual inheritance. This inheritance is 
not merely material but encompasses spiritual blessings and eternal life with God.

Of the Saints in Light

Finally, Paul specifies that this inheritance belongs “to the saints in light.” The term “saints” refers to 
those who are set apart for God’s purposes, while “in light” contrasts with darkness, symbolizing 
purity, knowledge, and holiness. This phrase underscores that believers are called out of darkness into a 
state of enlightenment and righteousness through Christ. It emphasizes both their current status as 
children of God and their future hope in eternal glory.

In summary, Colossians 1:12 encapsulates key themes of thanksgiving, divine qualification for 
salvation, participation in spiritual inheritance, and living as saints in light. It serves as a reminder for 
believers to recognize their dependence on God’s grace and to live out their faith with gratitude.



Verse Commentary on Colossians 1:13 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse Colossians 1:13 states, “Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, 
and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son.” This verse encapsulates a profound 
theological truth regarding salvation and the transformative power of Christ in the lives of believers. It 
highlights two significant actions: deliverance from darkness and translation into a new kingdom.

“Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness” The term “delivered” indicates a rescue 
operation, suggesting that humanity was in a perilous state under the dominion of evil. The “power of 
darkness” symbolizes not just ignorance or moral failure but an active force representing sin, error, and 
spiritual death. This phrase emphasizes that before coming to faith in Christ, individuals are subject to 
this dark influence, which is often associated with Satan’s authority over those who do not know God 
(Luke 22:53).

The use of “hath delivered” signifies that this act is completed; it is not an ongoing process but rather a 
definitive moment in time when believers are rescued from their former state. This deliverance is 
rooted in God’s grace and love, as He intervenes to save those who are lost.

“and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son” The word “translated,” derived from the 
Greek term methistēmi, conveys a sense of transfer or relocation. It implies that believers have been 
moved from one realm—the realm of darkness—into another realm—the kingdom of Christ. This 
transition signifies more than just a change in location; it represents a complete transformation in 
identity and status.

The phrase “kingdom of his dear Son” refers to the reign and authority of Jesus Christ. The term “dear 
Son,” or more literally “the Son of His love,” underscores the intimate relationship between God the 
Father and Jesus. It indicates that this kingdom is characterized by love, grace, and righteousness.

This new kingdom is not merely a future hope but a present reality for believers. They are now citizens 
under Christ’s lordship, enjoying all privileges associated with being part of His family (Philippians 
3:20). The implications are profound: believers are called to live according to the values and principles 
established by Christ as they navigate life in this world.

Conclusion Colossians 1:13 serves as a powerful reminder for Christians about their past condition and 
their current standing before God. It encourages them to recognize their deliverance from sin’s bondage 
and embrace their identity as members of Christ’s kingdom. This verse encapsulates both salvation’s 
immediacy and its ongoing implications for daily living.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 1:14 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 1:14 states, “In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins.” 
This verse encapsulates a fundamental aspect of Christian theology concerning redemption and 
forgiveness. It emphasizes the central role of Jesus Christ in the process of salvation and highlights the 
significance of His sacrificial death.



Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “In whom”
The phrase “in whom” refers specifically to Jesus Christ. This prepositional phrase indicates 
that all spiritual blessings, including redemption and forgiveness, are found exclusively in Him. 
It underscores the importance of a personal relationship with Christ as essential for experiencing 
these blessings.

2. “we have redemption”
The term “redemption” comes from the Greek word “ἀπολύτρωσις” (apolutrosis), which means 
liberation or deliverance, particularly from sin and its consequences. This implies that believers 
are freed from the bondage of sin through Christ’s work. The use of “we have” indicates that 
this is a present reality for believers, not merely a future hope.

3. “through his blood”
The phrase “through his blood” signifies that the means by which redemption is obtained is 
through the sacrificial death of Jesus on the cross. Blood in biblical terms often represents life 
and sacrifice; thus, it emphasizes that His death was necessary for atonement. This concept 
aligns with Old Testament sacrificial practices where blood was seen as vital for forgiveness 
(Leviticus 17:11).

4. “even the forgiveness of sins”
The concluding part of this verse clarifies what redemption entails—specifically, “the 
forgiveness of sins.” This phrase encompasses all types of sins—past, present, and future—and 
indicates that believers are granted complete pardon and release from guilt due to their sins 
because of Christ’s sacrifice.

Theological Implications

This verse presents several theological implications:

• Christocentric Salvation: The entirety of salvation hinges on Jesus Christ’s redemptive work. 
There is no other means by which one can attain forgiveness or redemption.

• Grace and Justice: Redemption through Christ’s blood illustrates both God’s grace in 
providing a way for sinners to be forgiven and His justice in requiring a sacrifice for sin.

• Assurance for Believers: For those who place their faith in Christ, this verse provides 
assurance that they possess redemption and forgiveness now—a foundational truth for Christian 
identity.

Conclusion

Colossians 1:14 serves as a powerful reminder to believers about the core tenets of their faith—
redemption and forgiveness through Jesus Christ alone. It invites reflection on one’s relationship with 
Him and encourages gratitude for His sacrificial love.



Verse Commentary on Colossians 1:15 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 1:15 states, “Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature.” This 
verse is a profound declaration about the nature and identity of Jesus Christ. It serves as a foundational 
statement in Christian theology regarding Christ’s divinity and His relationship to creation.

“Who is the image of the invisible God”

The phrase “the image of the invisible God” emphasizes that Jesus Christ perfectly represents God to 
humanity. The term “image” (Greek: eikōn) indicates not just a likeness but an exact representation. In 
this context, it suggests that Christ embodies God’s essence and attributes. The use of “invisible God” 
highlights God’s transcendence; He cannot be seen with human eyes. However, through Christ, who 
took on human form, God’s nature is made visible and accessible to us. This aligns with other scriptural 
references such as John 1:18, which states that no one has seen God but that Jesus has revealed Him.

“the firstborn of every creature”

The term “firstborn” (Greek: prōtotokos) can lead to misunderstandings if taken literally as indicating 
that Christ was created or born in time. Instead, it signifies preeminence and authority over all creation. 
In ancient cultures, the firstborn son held special privileges and responsibilities; thus, calling Christ 
“the firstborn of every creature” asserts His supremacy over all created beings. This does not imply that 
He is a created being Himself; rather, it affirms His role as Creator and sustainer of all things, as 
elaborated in verses 16-17 where it states that by Him all things were created.

Theological Implications

This verse encapsulates key theological truths about Christ’s dual nature—His divinity and humanity—
and His unique position within the Trinity. By being both fully God and fully man, Jesus serves as the 
mediator between God and humanity. The assertion that He is “the image of the invisible God” 
reinforces His role in revealing God’s character while also affirming His eternal existence before 
creation began.

Conclusion

In summary, Colossians 1:15 presents a powerful affirmation of Jesus Christ’s divine identity and 
authority over creation. It invites believers to recognize Him not only as a historical figure but as the 
ultimate revelation of God Himself.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 1:16 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 1:16 states, “For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, 
visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things 



were created by him, and for him.” This verse is a profound declaration of the supremacy of Christ as 
the Creator of all things. It emphasizes His divine authority over both the physical and spiritual realms.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “For by him were all things created”

• The phrase “by him” indicates that Jesus Christ is the active agent in creation. This 
aligns with other scriptural references such as John 1:3 which states that “All things 
were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.” This 
affirms the belief in Christ’s pre-existence and His integral role in the act of creation.

2. “that are in heaven, and that are in earth”

• The division into “heaven” and “earth” signifies the totality of creation. Heaven 
encompasses everything beyond our earthly realm, including celestial bodies and 
spiritual beings. Earth refers to all terrestrial life forms and elements. This duality 
reinforces the comprehensive nature of Christ’s creative work.

3. “visible and invisible”

• This distinction highlights that Christ’s creative power extends beyond what can be seen 
with human eyes. It includes both tangible entities like animals and plants (visible) as 
well as intangible realities such as thoughts, emotions, angels, and spiritual forces 
(invisible). The inclusion of both realms underscores the omnipotence of Christ.

4. “whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers”

• These terms refer to various ranks or orders within both earthly governance and 
heavenly hierarchies. “Thrones,” often associated with kingship; “dominions,” 
indicating authority; “principalities,” suggesting leadership roles; and “powers,” 
denoting strength or might. By naming these categories, Paul asserts that even these 
powerful entities owe their existence to Christ.

5. “all things were created by him, and for him.”

• The repetition serves to emphasize not only that everything was created through Him but 
also for His purpose. This implies that creation has an inherent purpose centered around 
glorifying Christ. It reflects a theological understanding where all aspects of existence 
ultimately point back to Him as their source and end goal.

Conclusion

Colossians 1:16 encapsulates a critical aspect of Christian doctrine regarding the nature of Jesus Christ 
as both Creator and Lord over all creation—both seen and unseen. It affirms His divinity while 
establishing His sovereignty over every aspect of existence.



Verse Commentary on Colossians 1:17 (KJV)

Introduction to Colossians 1:17

Colossians 1:17 states, “And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.” This verse is a 
crucial part of the Apostle Paul’s teaching about the supremacy and preeminence of Christ in relation to 
creation. It emphasizes both the eternal existence of Christ and His sustaining power over all creation.

“And he is before all things”

The phrase “And he is before all things” asserts the preexistence of Jesus Christ. The term “before” 
(Greek: προ) indicates not only a temporal precedence but also a position of authority and rank. This 
means that Christ existed prior to anything being created, affirming His divine nature as eternal and 
uncreated. In this context, Paul emphasizes that Jesus is not merely a part of creation but stands outside 
it as its Creator. This aligns with other scriptural references such as John 1:1-3, which states that “In the 
beginning was the Word,” indicating that Christ was present at the very inception of time and space.

“and by him all things consist”

The latter part of the verse, “and by him all things consist,” speaks to the sustaining power of Christ. 
The word “consist” (Greek: συνίστημι) can be understood as meaning that all things are held together 
or maintained in their proper order through Him. This implies that not only did Christ create 
everything, but He also actively sustains it. Without His sustaining power, creation would fall into 
chaos or cease to exist altogether. This concept resonates with Hebrews 1:3, which describes Christ as 
“upholding all things by the word of his power.” 

Conclusion

In summary, Colossians 1:17 encapsulates two fundamental truths about Jesus Christ: His eternal 
existence prior to creation and His role as the sustainer of all that exists. These truths reinforce the 
central theme of Paul’s letter to the Colossians—that Christ is supreme over all creation and worthy of 
worship.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 1:18 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 1:18 states, “And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn 
from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.” This verse encapsulates key 
theological concepts regarding Christ’s authority and role within both creation and the church. 

“And he is the head of the body, the church:”

In this phrase, Paul emphasizes Christ’s position as “the head” of the church, which is metaphorically 
referred to as “the body.” The term “head” signifies authority and leadership. Just as a human body 
relies on its head for direction and control, so too does the church rely on Christ for spiritual guidance 
and governance. This establishes a clear hierarchy where Christ holds ultimate authority over all 
believers.



“who is the beginning,”

Here, Paul refers to Christ as “the beginning,” indicating His role in creation. This aligns with other 
biblical texts that affirm Jesus’ preexistence and His involvement in bringing all things into existence 
(John 1:1-3). By calling Him “the beginning,” Paul asserts that Christ is not only foundational to 
creation but also initiates a new spiritual reality through His resurrection.

“the firstborn from the dead;”

The designation of Christ as “the firstborn from the dead” highlights His unique position in relation to 
resurrection. While others were raised from death before Him (such as Lazarus), they eventually died 
again. In contrast, Jesus rose from the dead never to die again, marking Him as preeminent among 
those who will be resurrected. This title underscores His victory over death and serves as a promise of 
eternal life for believers.

“that in all things he might have the preeminence.”

This concluding clause articulates Paul’s purpose in declaring Christ’s supremacy. The phrase “might 
have the preeminence” suggests that Jesus holds first place not only in rank but also in dignity and 
honor across all aspects of existence—both spiritual and physical. It reinforces that everything exists 
for His glory and under His sovereign rule.

Conclusion

Colossians 1:18 serves as a profound declaration of Christ’s authority over both creation and His 
church. It affirms His unique role as Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer while emphasizing that He 
deserves preeminence in every aspect of life.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 1:19 (KJV)

Text of the Verse “For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell.”

Contextual Background The Epistle to the Colossians was written by the Apostle Paul while he was 
imprisoned, likely around A.D. 60-62. The letter addresses various heresies that had begun to infiltrate 
the church at Colosse, particularly Gnostic beliefs that undermined the full divinity of Christ. In this 
context, Paul emphasizes the supremacy and sufficiency of Christ in all things.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “For it pleased the Father”

• This phrase indicates a divine decision made by God, often interpreted as God’s 
sovereign will. The term “pleased” (Greek: εὐδόκησεν) suggests a deliberate choice or 
desire on God’s part, emphasizing His active role in the plan of salvation and 
reconciliation through Christ.

2. “that in him should all fulness dwell”



• The term “fulness” (Greek: πλήρωμα) refers to completeness or totality. In this context, 
it signifies that all divine attributes and powers reside fully in Jesus Christ. This 
assertion counters any notion that Christ is merely a created being or lesser than God.

• The phrase “in him” underscores the centrality of Christ in God’s plan; He is not just a 
vessel but rather the embodiment of divine fullness. This concept aligns with other New 
Testament passages such as John 1:16, which speaks of receiving grace from His 
fullness.

Theological Implications Colossians 1:19 affirms key Christian doctrines:

• Christ’s Divinity: The verse establishes that Jesus is fully divine, possessing all attributes of 
God.

• Reconciliation: By stating that all fullness dwells in Him, Paul implies that through Christ’s 
work—particularly His death and resurrection—believers can be reconciled to God.

• Sufficiency for Salvation: This verse assures believers that everything they need for salvation 
and spiritual growth is found in Christ alone.

Conclusion In summary, Colossians 1:19 serves as a powerful declaration of both the nature of Christ 
and His role within God’s redemptive plan. It emphasizes that God chose to manifest His fullness 
through Jesus, thereby affirming His preeminence over creation and His sufficiency for salvation.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 1:20 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 1:20 states, “And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all 
things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.” This verse 
encapsulates the central theme of reconciliation through Christ’s sacrificial death. It emphasizes the 
comprehensive nature of Christ’s work and its implications for both humanity and creation.

“Having made peace through the blood of his cross”

The phrase “having made peace” indicates a completed action. The term “peace” here refers to the 
restoration of harmony between God and humanity that was disrupted by sin. The “blood of his cross” 
signifies the sacrificial nature of Jesus’ death. In biblical theology, blood represents life and atonement; 
thus, it underscores that reconciliation with God requires a sacrifice. This aligns with Old Testament 
practices where sacrifices were necessary for atonement (Leviticus 17:11). The use of “cross” 
highlights not only the method of Jesus’ execution but also its significance as a pivotal moment in 
redemptive history.

“By him to reconcile all things unto himself”

The phrase “by him to reconcile all things unto himself” reveals that Jesus is the agent of 
reconciliation. The term “reconcile” implies restoring a broken relationship. Here, Paul asserts that 
Jesus’ work is not limited to individuals but extends to “all things.” This suggests a cosmic scope—



everything in creation is affected by sin and thus needs reconciliation. The idea is rooted in the belief 
that Christ’s atoning work has implications beyond humanity; it includes all aspects of creation that 
have been marred by sin (Romans 8:21-22).

“Whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven”

This concluding clause delineates the extent of reconciliation. “Things in earth” refers primarily to 
humanity and earthly matters—those who are alienated from God due to sin. Conversely, “things in 
heaven” can refer to spiritual beings such as angels or even divine principles governing creation. While 
angels do not require reconciliation in the same way humans do (since they have not sinned), this 
phrase may imply that Christ’s victory over sin and death has cosmic ramifications affecting both 
realms.

Conclusion

In summary, Colossians 1:20 presents a profound theological statement about Christ’s role as 
peacemaker and reconciler. Through His sacrificial death on the cross, He restores harmony between 
God and creation—both earthly beings and heavenly entities alike. This verse serves as a reminder of 
the comprehensive nature of salvation offered through Jesus Christ.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 1:21 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 1:21 states, “And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked 
works, yet now hath he reconciled.” This verse is part of a larger discourse by the Apostle Paul 
addressing the believers in Colossae. It serves as a reminder of their past condition before coming to 
faith in Christ and highlights the transformative power of reconciliation through Him.

Understanding Alienation

The term “alienated” signifies a state of separation from God. In this context, Paul emphasizes that the 
Colossian believers were once estranged from God due to their sinful nature. The phrase “that were 
sometime alienated” indicates that this was their former state; they were not born into fellowship with 
God but rather existed outside of it. This alienation is not merely physical but spiritual, reflecting a 
deep-rooted disconnection from the divine presence.

Enemies in Your Mind

Paul further elaborates on their previous condition by stating they were “enemies in your mind.” This 
phrase underscores that their enmity towards God originated in their thoughts and attitudes rather than 
just actions. The mind represents the seat of understanding and decision-making; thus, being enemies in 
one’s mind implies a deliberate opposition to God’s will and purpose. This mental state leads to actions 
that are contrary to God’s desires, demonstrating how thoughts can influence behavior.



Wicked Works as Evidence of Alienation

The latter part of the verse mentions “by wicked works,” indicating that their hostile mindset 
manifested itself through sinful actions. These “wicked works” serve as evidence of their estrangement 
from God and highlight the moral decay present in their lives prior to reconciliation. Paul’s use of this 
phrase illustrates that true transformation involves not only a change in status before God but also a 
change in conduct.

Reconciliation Through Christ

The concluding phrase, “yet now hath he reconciled,” introduces hope and redemption. The transition 
from alienation to reconciliation is central to Paul’s message. It signifies that despite their past enmity 
and wickedness, God has taken the initiative to restore them into fellowship through Jesus Christ. 
Reconciliation here implies more than mere forgiveness; it denotes a complete restoration of 
relationship with God, allowing believers to experience His grace and love fully.

Conclusion

In summary, Colossians 1:21 encapsulates the journey from alienation and enmity toward 
reconciliation through Christ’s redemptive work. It serves as both a reminder of the believers’ past 
condition and an affirmation of their new identity as reconciled individuals who have been brought 
back into right relationship with God.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 1:22 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 1:22 states, “In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable 
and unreproveable in his sight.” This verse encapsulates a profound theological truth regarding the 
reconciliation of believers with God through Jesus Christ. It emphasizes the significance of Christ’s 
physical death and its implications for believers’ spiritual standing before God.

“In the body of his flesh through death”

This phrase highlights the necessity of Jesus taking on human form. The term “body of his flesh” 
signifies that Jesus was fully human, experiencing physical suffering and death. This is crucial because 
it underscores that His sacrifice was not merely symbolic but involved real suffering and a genuine 
physical death. The concept of atonement is rooted in this reality; without His incarnation and 
subsequent death, reconciliation would not be possible.

“to present you holy”

The purpose of Christ’s sacrificial death is to make believers “holy.” In biblical terms, holiness refers to 
being set apart for God’s purposes. This indicates that through faith in Christ, believers are cleansed 
from sin and made acceptable to God. Holiness is not achieved by human effort but is a gift from God 
through the work of Christ.



“and unblameable”

Being “unblameable” means that believers are free from blame or accusation in God’s eyes. This does 
not imply that they are without sin; rather, it signifies that their sins have been forgiven due to Christ’s 
atoning sacrifice. The idea here reflects a legal standing before God where believers are justified—
declared righteous—because of what Christ has done.

“and unreproveable in his sight”

The term “unreproveable” suggests that there will be no charges brought against believers when they 
stand before God. This assurance stems from the fact that Jesus’ sacrifice has satisfied divine justice. 
Believers can approach God confidently, knowing they are accepted because they are covered by the 
righteousness of Christ.

Conclusion

Colossians 1:22 serves as a powerful reminder of the transformative impact of Christ’s death on those 
who believe in Him. It reassures believers of their position before God—holy, unblameable, and 
unreproveable—due entirely to the redemptive work accomplished by Jesus on the cross.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 1:23 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 1:23 states, “If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from 
the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under 
heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister.” This verse encapsulates key themes of perseverance in 
faith, stability in belief, and the universal proclamation of the Gospel.

Conditional Statement: “If Ye Continue”

The verse begins with a conditional phrase, “If ye continue in the faith.” This implies that there is an 
expectation for believers to actively persist in their faith. The use of “if” suggests that their future 
standing before God hinges on their ongoing commitment to their beliefs. The term “continue” 
indicates a sustained effort rather than a one-time decision. It emphasizes that faith is not merely about 
an initial acceptance but requires ongoing dedication and adherence.

Grounded and Settled

The next part of the verse describes what it means to continue in faith: being “grounded and settled.” 
The word “grounded” refers to having a firm foundation, akin to a building that rests securely on solid 
ground. This metaphor suggests that believers must root themselves deeply in their faith to withstand 
challenges. The term “settled” conveys stability and firmness; it implies that believers should not only 
be established but also possess an inner strength that comes from their relationship with Christ.

Not Moved Away from Hope

Paul then warns against being “moved away from the hope of the gospel.” Here, he highlights the 
danger of losing sight of the hope provided by the Gospel message. The phrase suggests that external 



influences or false teachings could lead them astray. The hope mentioned here is specifically tied to 
eternal life and salvation through Jesus Christ. It serves as an anchor for believers amidst trials and 
temptations.

The Gospel Proclaimed Universally

The latter part of the verse states, “which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature 
which is under heaven.” This underscores the universality of the Gospel message. Paul emphasizes that 
this message has been proclaimed widely—not limited to a specific group but intended for all 
humanity. The phrase “every creature” reflects a Hebraic expression indicating all people rather than 
literally every living being. This broad scope reinforces the idea that salvation through Christ is 
available to everyone.

Paul’s Role as Minister

Finally, Paul concludes with his personal affirmation: “whereof I Paul am made a minister.” By 
identifying himself as a minister of this Gospel, Paul asserts his authority and commitment to spreading 
its message. His role as an apostle underscores his responsibility in ensuring that others understand and 
adhere to this truth.

Conclusion

In summary, Colossians 1:23 serves as both an exhortation and a reminder for believers regarding their 
faith journey. It stresses perseverance in belief, grounding oneself firmly in Christ’s teachings, 
maintaining hope amidst adversity, recognizing the universal reach of the Gospel, and acknowledging 
Paul’s authoritative role as its messenger.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 1:24 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse
Colossians 1:24 states, “Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of 
the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake, which is the church.” This verse encapsulates 
Paul’s perspective on suffering and its significance within the context of his ministry to the church.

Paul’s Rejoicing in Suffering
The phrase “Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you” indicates that Paul finds joy even amidst his 
trials. This joy is not superficial; it stems from a deep understanding of his role as an apostle and 
minister of Christ. Paul’s imprisonment and hardships are not seen as mere misfortunes but as 
opportunities to serve others. His ability to rejoice reflects a profound spiritual maturity and a 
commitment to the well-being of the believers in Colosse.

Filling Up What Is Lacking
The next part, “and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ,” has been a subject of much 
theological discussion. It does not imply any deficiency in Christ’s atoning work; rather, it suggests that 
Paul views his own sufferings as part of the ongoing experience of Christ through His body, the church. 



The term “fill up” (Greek: anapleroo) conveys a sense of completing or supplementing what is lacking
—not in terms of salvation but in terms of experiencing and manifesting Christ’s sufferings through His 
followers.

Afflictions for His Body, the Church
Paul emphasizes that these afflictions are “for his body’s sake, which is the church.” Here, he identifies 
the church as the body of Christ, underscoring its importance in God’s redemptive plan. Paul’s 
sufferings serve a dual purpose: they contribute to his own spiritual growth while also benefiting the 
community he serves. By enduring hardship for their sake, he models sacrificial love and commitment 
to their spiritual welfare.

Conclusion
In summary, Colossians 1:24 reveals Paul’s understanding that suffering can be purposeful when 
aligned with God’s mission. His rejoicing amidst trials demonstrates faithfulness and dedication to 
serving others within the body of Christ. This verse encourages believers today to view their own 
challenges through a lens of purpose and service.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 1:25 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 1:25 states, “Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is 
given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God.” This verse is part of the Apostle Paul’s letter to the 
church in Colossae, where he addresses his role and mission as a minister of the Gospel.

Paul’s Role as a Minister

The phrase “Whereof I am made a minister” indicates that Paul sees himself as appointed by God for a 
specific purpose. The term “minister” comes from the Greek word “diakonos,” which translates to 
“servant.” This emphasizes that Paul’s ministry is not one of self-appointment but rather one that has 
been divinely ordained. His role is characterized by service, humility, and dedication to spreading the 
message of Christ.

According to the Dispensation of God

The next part of the verse, “according to the dispensation of God,” refers to God’s plan or arrangement 
for salvation. The term “dispensation” (Greek: “oikonomia”) implies an administration or stewardship. 
Paul acknowledges that his ministry operates within God’s sovereign plan for humanity. He 
understands that he has been entrusted with a significant responsibility—to communicate God’s truth 
effectively.

Purpose of His Ministry

Paul continues with “which is given to me for you.” This highlights that his ministry is not solely for 
his benefit but specifically aimed at serving others—namely, the believers in Colossae. It underscores 
the communal aspect of faith; Paul’s work is intended to edify and strengthen the church.



To Fulfil the Word of God

Finally, Paul concludes with “to fulfil the word of God.” This phrase can be interpreted in two ways: it 
may mean fully preaching or teaching God’s message or accomplishing what was foretold in Scripture 
regarding salvation through Christ. In either case, it reflects Paul’s commitment to ensuring that God’s 
revelation reaches its intended audience and fulfills its divine purpose.

Conclusion

In summary, Colossians 1:25 encapsulates Paul’s understanding of his calling as a servant ministering 
under God’s authority and plan. His focus on fulfilling God’s word demonstrates both his dedication 
and recognition of his role within the broader narrative of redemption.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 1:26 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 1:26 states, “Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but 
now is made manifest to his saints.” This verse encapsulates a significant theological concept in 
Pauline literature—the revelation of God’s plan through Christ, particularly concerning the inclusion of 
Gentiles into the fold of God’s people.

Understanding the Term “Mystery”

The term “mystery” in this context refers to a divine secret that was previously concealed but has now 
been revealed. In biblical terms, a mystery is not something that is inherently unknowable; rather, it is a 
truth that God has chosen to unveil at a specific time. Paul often uses this term to describe aspects of 
God’s redemptive plan that were not fully understood by earlier generations. The use of “mystery” 
emphasizes the depth and complexity of God’s purpose, which transcends human understanding until 
divinely revealed.

Historical Context

Paul’s assertion that this mystery was “hid from ages and from generations” highlights the historical 
progression of God’s revelation. Before Christ’s incarnation, many prophecies and promises regarding 
salvation were given to Israel, yet their full implications remained obscured. The prophets themselves 
had limited insight into how God would fulfill His promises (Ephesians 3:4-5). This verse serves as a 
reminder that God’s plan for humanity unfolded over time and culminated in Jesus Christ.

Revelation to the Saints

The latter part of the verse—“but now is made manifest to his saints”—indicates that this mystery has 
been disclosed specifically to believers. The term “saints” refers to those who have been set apart by 
God for His purposes. This revelation signifies an intimate relationship between God and His people; 
they are entrusted with understanding His divine will. Paul emphasizes that this knowledge is not 
merely intellectual but transformative, impacting how believers live out their faith.



Implications for Believers

The revelation of this mystery carries profound implications for both Jewish and Gentile believers. It 
underscores the inclusivity of the Gospel message—that salvation through Christ is available to all 
people, regardless of their ethnic or cultural background (Ephesians 3:6). This radical shift challenges 
any notions of exclusivity within God’s covenant community and calls for unity among believers.

Conclusion

In summary, Colossians 1:26 serves as a pivotal verse in understanding Paul’s teaching on the nature of 
divine revelation. It highlights how what was once hidden has now been disclosed through Christ, 
inviting all believers into a deeper comprehension of God’s redemptive plan. This passage encourages 
Christians today to embrace their identity as saints who have access to profound spiritual truths.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 1:27 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse Colossians 1:27 states, “To whom God would make known what is the 
riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” This 
verse encapsulates a significant theological concept within Paul’s letter to the Colossians, emphasizing 
God’s revelation and the profound implications of Christ’s indwelling presence in believers.

“To whom God would make known” The phrase begins with “To whom,” referring to the saints or 
believers. Paul emphasizes that it is God’s will and purpose to reveal His divine truths. The use of 
“would” indicates God’s intention and desire to disclose this knowledge, highlighting His sovereignty 
in choosing who receives this revelation. It underscores that understanding spiritual truths is not merely 
an intellectual pursuit but a gracious act initiated by God.

“what is the riches of the glory of this mystery” Here, Paul introduces “the riches of the glory,” 
suggesting an abundance and depth associated with this divine mystery. The term “mystery” refers to 
truths previously hidden but now revealed through Christ. The richness implies that these truths are not 
superficial; they possess great value and significance for believers. The “glory” associated with this 
mystery indicates its divine nature and majesty, reflecting God’s character and plan for humanity.

“among the Gentiles” This phrase signifies a pivotal shift in salvation history—the inclusion of 
Gentiles into God’s redemptive plan. Previously, many believed that salvation was primarily for Jews; 
however, Paul emphasizes that this revelation extends beyond ethnic boundaries. The mention of 
Gentiles highlights God’s universal offer of grace and salvation, breaking down barriers that once 
separated people from Him.

“which is Christ in you” This statement serves as a profound declaration about the indwelling 
presence of Christ within believers. It signifies a personal relationship between Christ and each 
believer, indicating that faith in Jesus results in His presence residing within them. This concept is 
central to Pauline theology, where being “in Christ” denotes union with Him—an essential aspect of 
Christian identity.

“the hope of glory” Finally, Paul concludes with “the hope of glory.” This phrase encapsulates the 
essence of Christian hope—the expectation of future glory that awaits believers. It points towards 



eternal life and communion with God in heaven. The hope mentioned here is not uncertain; rather, it is 
assured because it rests on Christ’s work and presence within believers. Thus, having Christ in them 
provides confidence for their future glorification.

Conclusion Colossians 1:27 presents a rich theological insight into God’s plan for humanity through 
Jesus Christ. It reveals how God desires to make known His glorious mystery—Christ’s indwelling 
presence among believers—especially among Gentiles. This verse serves as a reminder that every 
believer possesses hope rooted in their relationship with Christ, leading to eternal glory.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 1:28 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 1:28 states, “Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; 
that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.” This verse encapsulates the apostolic mission 
of Paul and his co-workers in spreading the Gospel. It highlights three key components of their 
ministry: preaching, warning, and teaching.

“Whom we preach”

The verse begins with “Whom we preach,” indicating that the central figure of their proclamation is 
Jesus Christ. The term “preach” (or “proclaim”) emphasizes the act of publicly declaring the message 
of Christ. This reflects Paul’s commitment to evangelism and his role as a herald of the Gospel. The use 
of “we” signifies a collective effort among Paul and his fellow workers, reinforcing the communal 
aspect of ministry.

“Warning every man”

Next, Paul introduces the concept of “warning every man.” The Greek term used here can also be 
translated as “admonishing,” which implies a sense of urgency in addressing moral or spiritual issues. 
This warning is not merely about cautioning against danger but involves calling individuals to 
recognize their need for repentance and alignment with God’s will. By emphasizing “every man,” Paul 
underscores the universal applicability of the Gospel message, countering any exclusivity promoted by 
false teachers.

“Teaching every man in all wisdom”

Following the warning, Paul states that they are also “teaching every man in all wisdom.” This phrase 
indicates a comprehensive approach to instruction that encompasses both knowledge and practical 
application. The term “wisdom” refers to divine insight that guides believers in living out their faith 
effectively. By teaching with wisdom, Paul aims to equip individuals not only with information but also 
with understanding that leads to transformation.

“That we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus”

The final part of this verse presents the ultimate goal: “that we may present every man perfect in Christ 
Jesus.” The word “perfect” here conveys a sense of maturity or completeness rather than flawlessness. 
It suggests that through their ministry—preaching, warning, and teaching—Paul desires for each 



believer to grow into spiritual maturity and fullness found only in Christ. This goal reflects Paul’s 
pastoral heart and commitment to nurturing believers’ growth in faith.

Conclusion

In summary, Colossians 1:28 serves as a powerful reminder of the apostolic mission centered on 
proclaiming Christ while actively engaging individuals through warning and teaching. The emphasis on 
presenting every believer as mature in Christ highlights both the responsibility of church leaders and 
the transformative power of the Gospel.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 1:29 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 1:29 states, “Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in 
me mightily.” This verse encapsulates the Apostle Paul’s commitment to his ministry and the divine 
empowerment that enables him to fulfill his calling. It highlights both the effort required in Christian 
service and the reliance on God’s power.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Whereunto I also labour”

• The term “labour” in this context is derived from the Greek word “kopiao,” which 
implies intense toil and effort. Paul emphasizes that his ministry is not a casual endeavor 
but one that demands significant exertion. He is engaged in a continuous process of 
working hard for the sake of the Gospel and for the spiritual growth of those he serves.

2. “striving according to his working”

• The word “striving” translates from “agonizomenos,” which conveys a sense of struggle 
or contest, akin to athletes competing for victory. Paul likens his efforts in ministry to an 
athletic competition, where discipline and perseverance are crucial. Importantly, he notes 
that this striving is “according to his working,” indicating that while he exerts himself, it 
is ultimately God’s power that fuels his efforts.

3. “which worketh in me mightily”

• Here, Paul acknowledges that it is God who works within him with great power 
(“mightily”). The phrase underscores a fundamental Christian doctrine: believers do not 
operate solely on their strength but are empowered by the Holy Spirit. This divine 
enablement allows Paul to endure hardships and labor tirelessly for Christ’s mission.

Theological Implications

• Cooperation with Divine Power: This verse illustrates the partnership between human effort 
and divine assistance in Christian ministry. While believers are called to labor diligently, they 
must recognize that their strength comes from God.



• The Nature of Ministry: Paul’s description of laboring and striving reflects the seriousness 
with which he approaches his apostolic duties. It serves as an exhortation for all Christians to 
engage earnestly in their faith and responsibilities within the church.

• Encouragement for Believers: For contemporary readers, this verse offers encouragement that 
even when faced with challenges or exhaustion in serving others, they can rely on God’s mighty 
power at work within them.

Conclusion

Colossians 1:29 serves as a powerful reminder of the dual nature of Christian service—our diligent 
efforts combined with God’s empowering presence. As Paul labors and strives, he exemplifies how 
believers should approach their own ministries: with commitment and reliance on divine strength.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 2:1 (KJV)

Introduction to Paul’s Conflict

In Colossians 2:1, the Apostle Paul expresses a deep spiritual concern for the believers in Colosse and 
other nearby churches. The verse reads: “For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, 
and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh.” This statement 
reveals several key aspects of Paul’s ministry and his relationship with the early Christian communities.

Understanding “Great Conflict”

The term “great conflict” (Greek: agōna) signifies an intense struggle or effort. Paul uses this term to 
describe his spiritual warfare on behalf of the believers. It indicates that his concern is not merely 
emotional but involves a serious commitment to prayer and intercession. Paul’s use of athletic imagery 
suggests that he is engaged in a strenuous effort akin to an athlete competing in a race or contest. This 
highlights the seriousness with which he approaches his role as an apostle, even from a distance.

Concern for Those He Has Not Met

Paul mentions “them at Laodicea,” indicating that his care extends beyond just the Colossian church; it 
encompasses other congregations he has not personally visited. Laodicea was approximately twelve 
miles from Colosse, and both cities were part of the same region. By including those who have “not 
seen my face in the flesh,” Paul emphasizes that genuine Christian love transcends personal 
acquaintance. His pastoral heart reflects a universal concern for all believers, regardless of their 
geographical or relational distance from him.

Spiritual Leadership and Responsibility

This verse illustrates Paul’s understanding of spiritual leadership. Despite being imprisoned, he feels 
responsible for nurturing the faith of those he has never met personally. His commitment to their 
spiritual well-being demonstrates that true leadership involves caring deeply about others’ growth in 
Christ, even when physical presence is impossible.



Conclusion: A Model for Believers Today

Colossians 2:1 serves as a reminder to contemporary Christians about the importance of intercessory 
prayer and communal support within the body of Christ. Just as Paul fought spiritually for those he 
loved, believers today are called to pray earnestly for one another, fostering unity and strength within 
their communities.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 2:1 (KJV)

Introduction to Paul’s Conflict

In Colossians 2:1, the Apostle Paul expresses a deep spiritual concern for the believers in Colosse and 
other nearby churches. The verse reads: “For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, 
and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh.” This statement 
reveals several key aspects of Paul’s ministry and his relationship with the early Christian communities.

Understanding “Great Conflict”

The term “great conflict” (Greek: agōna) signifies an intense struggle or effort. Paul uses this term to 
describe his spiritual warfare on behalf of the believers. It indicates that his concern is not merely 
emotional but involves a serious commitment to prayer and intercession. Paul’s use of athletic imagery 
suggests that he is engaged in a strenuous effort akin to an athlete competing in a race or contest. This 
highlights the seriousness with which he approaches his role as an apostle, even from a distance.

Concern for Those He Has Not Met

Paul mentions “them at Laodicea,” indicating that his care extends beyond just the Colossian church; it 
encompasses other congregations he has not personally visited. Laodicea was approximately twelve 
miles from Colosse, and both cities were part of the same region. By including those who have “not 
seen my face in the flesh,” Paul emphasizes that genuine Christian love transcends personal 
acquaintance. His pastoral heart reflects a universal concern for all believers, regardless of their 
geographical or relational distance from him.

Spiritual Leadership and Responsibility

This verse illustrates Paul’s understanding of spiritual leadership. Despite being imprisoned, he feels 
responsible for nurturing the faith of those he has never met personally. His commitment to their 
spiritual well-being demonstrates that true leadership involves caring deeply about others’ growth in 
Christ, even when physical presence is impossible.

Conclusion: A Model for Believers Today

Colossians 2:1 serves as a reminder to contemporary Christians about the importance of intercessory 
prayer and communal support within the body of Christ. Just as Paul fought spiritually for those he 
loved, believers today are called to pray earnestly for one another, fostering unity and strength within 
their communities.



Verse Commentary on Colossians 2:3 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 2:3 states, “In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” This verse is a 
profound declaration about the nature of Christ and His role in revealing divine truth. It emphasizes 
that true wisdom and knowledge are found exclusively in Jesus Christ.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “In whom”: The phrase refers directly to Jesus Christ, establishing Him as the central figure in 
the pursuit of wisdom and knowledge. This highlights the personal relationship believers have 
with Christ, suggesting that understanding comes through Him.

2. “are hid”: The use of “hid” indicates that these treasures are not immediately obvious or 
accessible without seeking them through faith in Christ. The term suggests a protective quality, 
implying that while these treasures are available, they require effort and spiritual insight to 
uncover.

3. “all the treasures”: The word “all” signifies completeness, indicating that every aspect of 
wisdom and knowledge necessary for spiritual growth and understanding is found in Christ. 
This counters any notion that wisdom can be found elsewhere or through other means.

4. “of wisdom and knowledge”: Wisdom refers to the application of knowledge; it is not merely 
intellectual understanding but involves discernment and practical living according to God’s will. 
Knowledge encompasses both factual understanding and deeper spiritual truths revealed by 
God.

Theological Implications

This verse underscores several theological implications:

• Christ as the Source of Truth: It affirms that all truth originates from Christ, positioning Him 
as essential for understanding God’s will and purpose.

• Rejection of Gnosticism: In light of early heretical teachings such as Gnosticism, which 
claimed secret knowledge was necessary for salvation, Paul asserts that all needed wisdom is 
openly available in Christ.

• Encouragement for Believers: For Christians facing false teachings or doubts about their faith, 
this verse serves as a reassurance that they possess everything they need for spiritual maturity 
within their relationship with Christ.

Practical Application

Believers are encouraged to seek wisdom and knowledge through prayerful study of Scripture, 
fellowship with other Christians, and reliance on the Holy Spirit. Understanding that these treasures are 
found in Christ alone should motivate believers to deepen their relationship with Him rather than 
seeking worldly philosophies or human traditions.



Conclusion

Colossians 2:3 encapsulates a vital truth about Christian faith—the fullness of wisdom and knowledge 
resides in Jesus Christ. This verse calls believers to recognize their dependence on Him for spiritual 
insight and guidance.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 2:4 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse Colossians 2:4 states, “And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with 
enticing words.” This verse serves as a crucial warning from the Apostle Paul to the Colossian 
believers. It emphasizes the importance of discernment in the face of persuasive arguments that may 
lead them away from the truth found in Christ.

Contextual Background In this epistle, Paul addresses concerns regarding false teachings that were 
infiltrating the church at Colosse. These teachings often relied on human wisdom and philosophy rather 
than the gospel of Jesus Christ. The context reveals that Paul had never visited this church personally 
but felt a deep spiritual connection and concern for their well-being.

Analysis of Key Terms

• “Beguile”: The Greek term used here is “paralogizētai,” which means to deceive or mislead 
through trickery. This indicates that Paul is not merely concerned about confusion but rather 
about intentional deception aimed at leading believers astray.

• “Enticing words”: This phrase refers to persuasive speech that appears wise and appealing but 
lacks true substance. Paul warns against being swayed by eloquent arguments that do not align 
with the truth of God’s Word.

Theological Implications Paul’s admonition highlights a fundamental aspect of Christian faith: 
reliance on divine revelation over human reasoning. He asserts that true wisdom and knowledge are 
found solely in Christ (as mentioned earlier in Colossians 2:3). Therefore, any teaching or philosophy 
that contradicts or distracts from this truth should be viewed with skepticism.

Practical Application For contemporary believers, this verse serves as a reminder to remain vigilant 
against teachings that sound good but deviate from biblical doctrine. It encourages Christians to ground 
themselves in Scripture and seek understanding through prayer and study, ensuring they are not easily 
led astray by persuasive rhetoric.

Conclusion In summary, Colossians 2:4 encapsulates Paul’s urgent warning against deception through 
enticing words. It calls for discernment among believers, urging them to anchor their faith firmly in 
Christ and His teachings rather than succumbing to misleading philosophies.



Verse Commentary on Colossians 2:5 (KJV)

Text of Colossians 2:5 (KJV)
“For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying and beholding your order, 
and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.”

Analysis of the Verse

1. Contextual Background
The Apostle Paul wrote this letter to the Colossians while he was imprisoned. He had not visited 
them personally but was deeply concerned about their spiritual well-being. This verse serves as 
a bridge between his expressions of concern and his commendation for their faith.

2. “For though I be absent in the flesh”
Paul acknowledges his physical absence from the Colossian church. The phrase “absent in the 
flesh” indicates that he is not physically present with them, which could lead some to think that 
he is disconnected from their situation. However, Paul emphasizes that physical presence is not 
necessary for spiritual connection.

3. “yet am I with you in the spirit”
Here, Paul asserts that despite his bodily absence, he remains spiritually connected to them. 
This reflects a common theme in Paul’s writings where he expresses a deep emotional and 
spiritual bond with believers, indicating that love and concern transcend physical distance.

4. “joying and beholding your order”
The use of “joying” suggests that Paul finds great happiness in hearing about their condition. 
“Beholding your order” implies that he is aware of their organizational structure and discipline 
within the church. The term “order” can be understood as a military metaphor, suggesting a 
well-structured community of believers who are united and functioning harmoniously.

5. “and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.”
The term “steadfastness” denotes firmness or stability, indicating that the Colossians are holding 
strong to their faith amidst challenges or potential false teachings. Their faith is described as 
being rooted “in Christ,” emphasizing that it is through Him they find strength and assurance.

6. Theological Implications
This verse highlights several theological themes:

• Spiritual Presence: It reinforces the idea that believers can maintain connections 
through shared faith even when physically apart.

• Joy in Community: Paul’s joy reflects how important it is for Christians to support one 
another spiritually.

• Faithfulness: The steadfastness of faith is crucial for maintaining order within the 
church community.

7. Practical Application
For contemporary readers, this verse serves as an encouragement to remain connected with 



fellow believers regardless of physical distance. It also calls for maintaining order and 
steadfastness in one’s own faith journey.

In summary, Colossians 2:5 encapsulates Paul’s affection for the Colossian church while affirming his 
spiritual presence among them despite being physically distant. His joy over their orderly conduct and 
steadfast faith serves as both commendation and encouragement for continued growth.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 2:6 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 2:6 states, “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him.” This 
verse serves as a pivotal exhortation from the Apostle Paul to the believers in Colossae. It emphasizes 
the importance of living out one’s faith in accordance with the foundational truth they have received.

“As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord”

The phrase “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord” highlights the initial act of faith that 
believers undertook when they accepted Jesus Christ. The term “received” (Greek: παραλαμβάνω) 
indicates a transmission of teaching or doctrine, suggesting that their acceptance was not merely 
intellectual but involved a personal commitment to Christ as their Savior and Lord. By referring to Him 
as “the Lord,” Paul underscores His authority and divinity, affirming that Jesus is not just a figure of 
history but the sovereign ruler over their lives.

This reception is significant because it establishes a relationship between the believer and Christ, which 
is foundational for their spiritual journey. The use of “therefore” connects this statement to previous 
teachings about Christ’s supremacy and sufficiency, reinforcing that their faith should be rooted in who 
He is.

“So walk ye in him”

The command “so walk ye in him” serves as an imperative for believers to live out their faith actively. 
The term “walk” (Greek: περιπατέω) is often used metaphorically in Scripture to describe one’s manner 
of life or conduct. It implies an ongoing process rather than a one-time event; thus, Paul encourages 
them to continue living in alignment with their faith.

Walking “in him” signifies that their entire existence—thoughts, actions, and decisions—should be 
grounded in their relationship with Christ. This concept reflects the idea of union with Christ, where 
believers are called to draw upon His strength and guidance as they navigate life’s challenges.

Conclusion: The Call to Consistency

In summary, Colossians 2:6 encapsulates Paul’s exhortation for believers to remain steadfast in their 
faith by living consistently according to what they have received. Their initial acceptance of Christ 
should translate into a daily walk characterized by reliance on Him. This verse serves as both an 
encouragement and a reminder that true Christian living flows from an authentic relationship with 
Jesus.



Verse Commentary on Colossians 2:7 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 2:7 states, “Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, 
abounding therein with thanksgiving.” This verse encapsulates the essence of a believer’s growth and 
stability in their faith through Christ. It employs rich metaphors that illustrate the foundational aspects 
of Christian life.

“Rooted”

The term “rooted” signifies a deep connection to Christ, akin to how a tree establishes its roots in the 
soil. This metaphor emphasizes that believers must draw their spiritual nourishment from Christ alone. 
Just as roots provide stability and sustenance to a tree, so too does faith in Christ provide strength and 
vitality to a believer’s life. The use of the perfect participle “rooted” indicates that this is an established 
state resulting from one’s initial conversion experience.

“Built Up”

Following “rooted,” Paul uses the phrase “built up,” which suggests ongoing growth and development. 
The present participle implies that while believers are already rooted in Christ, they must continue to 
grow spiritually. This building process refers to maturing in faith through knowledge of God’s Word 
and engaging with the community of believers. The imagery here reflects both individual growth and 
collective edification within the Church.

“Stablished in the Faith”

The phrase “stablished in the faith” reinforces the idea of being firmly grounded or confirmed in one’s 
beliefs. This legal metaphor indicates maturity and decisiveness regarding one’s faith. It suggests that 
believers should not waver or be easily swayed by false teachings or philosophies but should remain 
steadfast in what they have been taught about Christ.

“As Ye Have Been Taught”

This part of the verse serves as a reminder that their understanding of faith comes from sound teaching. 
Paul acknowledges Epaphras and other faithful ministers who imparted these truths to them. It 
underscores the importance of receiving instruction from reliable sources within the Christian 
community, which helps prevent deviation into heresy.

“Abounding Therein with Thanksgiving”

Finally, Paul concludes with “abounding therein with thanksgiving.” This phrase illustrates an 
overflowing gratitude that should characterize every believer’s life as they grow in their relationship 
with Christ. Thanksgiving is not merely an emotion but an active expression of appreciation for God’s 
grace and truth revealed through Jesus. It reflects a heart attuned to recognizing God’s blessings amid 
spiritual growth.



Conclusion

In summary, Colossians 2:7 presents a comprehensive picture of what it means to live out one’s faith 
actively—being deeply rooted in Christ, continually growing spiritually, firmly established in belief, 
well-taught by faithful leaders, and characterized by abundant thanksgiving. Each aspect contributes 
significantly to a believer’s overall spiritual health and resilience against false teachings.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 2:8 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse Colossians 2:8 serves as a critical warning from the Apostle Paul to the 
believers in Colossae. This verse encapsulates the essence of Paul’s concern regarding false teachings 
that threaten to undermine the faith of Christians. It emphasizes vigilance against philosophies and 
traditions that deviate from Christ’s teachings.

Text of Colossians 2:8 (KJV) “Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, 
after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Beware lest any man spoil you”

• The term “beware” is a strong exhortation indicating urgency and caution. Paul is 
alerting his readers to be on guard against potential threats. The phrase “lest any man 
spoil you” suggests that there are individuals who seek to lead them astray or rob them 
of their spiritual treasures. The Greek word used here for “spoil” (συλαγωγῶν) implies 
being taken captive or led away as prey, highlighting the seriousness of this warning.

2. “through philosophy and vain deceit”

• Here, Paul identifies two specific sources of danger: “philosophy” and “vain deceit.” 
The use of “philosophy” does not condemn all philosophical thought but specifically 
refers to a misguided understanding that contradicts Christian doctrine. It implies an 
intellectual approach that lacks true substance or value—hence described as “vain 
deceit.” This indicates that such philosophies may appear wise but ultimately lead to 
deception.

3. “after the tradition of men”

• This phrase points to human traditions that are passed down without divine authority. 
Paul contrasts these traditions with God’s revelation, emphasizing that adherence to 
human customs can lead one away from true faith in Christ. The implication is that just 
because something is traditional does not make it true or beneficial for spiritual growth.

4. “after the rudiments of the world”

• The term “rudiments,” translated from στοιχεῖα, refers to basic principles or elementary 
teachings often associated with worldly wisdom rather than spiritual truth. Paul warns 



against returning to these elementary concepts which are inadequate compared to the 
fullness found in Christ.

5. “and not after Christ.”

• This concluding phrase underscores Paul’s primary point: any teaching or philosophy 
that does not align with Christ’s teachings is fundamentally flawed. It highlights Christ 
as the ultimate standard for truth and wisdom, contrasting Him with human traditions 
and worldly philosophies.

Conclusion In summary, Colossians 2:8 serves as a profound admonition for believers to remain 
vigilant against teachings that deviate from Christ’s message. Paul emphasizes the importance of 
discerning between divine truth and human speculation, urging Christians to anchor their faith solely in 
Jesus Christ.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 2:9 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 2:9 states, “For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.” This verse is a 
profound declaration regarding the nature of Christ and His relationship to God. It serves as a 
cornerstone for understanding Christian doctrine concerning the divinity of Jesus.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “For in him”

• The phrase emphasizes that everything being discussed pertains specifically to Jesus 
Christ. It establishes Him as the focal point of divine revelation and authority.

2. “dwelleth”

• The use of “dwelleth” (from the Greek κατοικεῖ) indicates a permanent and abiding 
presence. This suggests that the fullness of God is not temporary or fleeting but resides 
continuously within Christ.

3. “all the fulness”

• The term “fulness” (Greek: πλῆρωμα) refers to completeness or totality. In this context, 
it signifies that every aspect of God’s nature and attributes is fully present in Christ. 
There are no deficiencies or omissions; He embodies the entirety of divine essence.

4. “of the Godhead”

• The phrase “the Godhead” (Greek: θεότης) denotes the divine nature itself, 
encompassing all attributes and characteristics that define God. This term is significant 
because it affirms that Jesus is not merely a reflection or representation of God but 
possesses His very essence.

5. “bodily”



• The inclusion of “bodily” (Greek: σωματικῶς) highlights the incarnation—the belief that 
God took on human form in Jesus Christ. This asserts that while Jesus was fully divine, 
He was also fully human, thus bridging the gap between humanity and divinity.

Theological Implications

• Affirmation of Christ’s Divinity: Colossians 2:9 unequivocally affirms that Jesus is fully 
divine, countering any teachings that suggest He was less than God or only partially divine.

• Rejection of Gnostic Thought: The verse stands against early Gnostic beliefs which posited a 
separation between spiritual and material realms, suggesting that matter was inherently evil. By 
stating that God’s fullness dwells bodily in Christ, Paul refutes such dualistic notions.

• Completeness in Christ: For believers, this verse underscores that all spiritual needs are met in 
Christ alone. There is no need for additional mediators or philosophies; everything required for 
salvation and spiritual fulfillment is found in Him.

Conclusion

In summary, Colossians 2:9 encapsulates a critical aspect of Christian faith—the full divinity and 
humanity of Jesus Christ. It serves as both an affirmation for believers regarding their faith and a 
warning against heretical teachings that undermine this truth.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 2:10 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse Colossians 2:10 states, “And ye are complete in him, which is the head of 
all principality and power.” This verse encapsulates a profound theological truth regarding the 
sufficiency of Christ for believers. It emphasizes both the completeness found in Christ and His 
supreme authority over all spiritual powers.

Understanding “Complete” The term “complete” (Greek: πληρωμένοι, plērōmenoi) signifies that 
believers are filled to the full or made perfect in Christ. This completeness implies that nothing is 
lacking for salvation or spiritual growth. Paul asserts that through faith in Jesus, Christians possess 
everything necessary for their relationship with God. This counters any notion that additional 
philosophies or religious practices are needed to attain spiritual fulfillment.

The Role of Christ as Head The phrase “which is the head of all principality and power” highlights 
Christ’s authority over all spiritual beings, including angels and rulers. In biblical terms, “principality” 
and “power” refer to various ranks of spiritual beings, both good and evil. By stating that Christ is the 
head, Paul affirms His preeminence over these entities. This serves as an encouragement to believers 
not to seek mediation through angels or other intermediaries since they have direct access to God 
through Christ.

Implications for Believers This verse carries significant implications for Christian living. First, it 
reassures believers that they do not need to look elsewhere for wisdom or strength; everything they 
require is found in their relationship with Christ. Second, it warns against false teachings that suggest 



additional requirements beyond faith in Jesus. The completeness in Him negates any need for reliance 
on human philosophies or traditions.

Conclusion In summary, Colossians 2:10 serves as a powerful reminder of the sufficiency of Christ for 
every believer. It encourages Christians to rest in their identity as complete in Him while recognizing 
His ultimate authority over all spiritual realms.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 2:11 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 2:11 states, “In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in 
putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ.” This verse is rich in 
theological significance and serves as a pivotal point in understanding the nature of spiritual 
transformation in Christ.

Understanding “In Whom”

The phrase “In whom” refers to Jesus Christ. Paul emphasizes that all spiritual blessings and 
transformations occur through a relationship with Christ. This establishes that believers’ identity and 
their spiritual status are rooted in their connection to Him.

Circumcision Made Without Hands

The term “circumcised with the circumcision made without hands” signifies a spiritual circumcision 
rather than a physical one. In Jewish tradition, circumcision was an important ritual signifying covenant 
membership. However, Paul contrasts this physical act with a deeper, spiritual reality that is 
accomplished by God rather than human effort. This indicates that true transformation comes from 
divine intervention rather than adherence to ceremonial laws.

Putting Off the Body of the Sins of the Flesh

The phrase “in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh” suggests a deliberate action taken by 
believers to renounce their sinful nature. The “body of sins” metaphorically represents all sinful actions 
and inclinations that arise from human corruption. By using this language, Paul communicates that 
through faith in Christ, believers are empowered to reject sin and live righteously.

By the Circumcision of Christ

The concluding phrase “by the circumcision of Christ” points to Jesus’ role in this transformative 
process. It is not merely about His own physical circumcision but rather about His sacrificial death and 
resurrection which provides believers with new life. This act serves as both a model and means for 
Christians to experience spiritual renewal and sanctification.



Conclusion

Colossians 2:11 encapsulates a profound truth about Christian identity: believers have undergone a 
spiritual transformation akin to circumcision, which signifies their separation from sin and dedication 
to God through Christ’s work. This passage encourages Christians to embrace their new identity in Him 
while recognizing that such transformation is not achieved through human effort but through divine 
grace.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 2:12 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 2:12 states, “Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the 
faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.” This verse encapsulates significant 
theological concepts regarding baptism, resurrection, and faith. It emphasizes the believer’s union with 
Christ in both His death and resurrection.

“Buried with him in baptism”

The phrase “buried with him in baptism” signifies a profound spiritual truth about the believer’s 
identification with Christ. Baptism serves as a symbolic act that represents the believer’s participation 
in Christ’s death. Just as Christ was buried after His crucifixion, believers are said to be “buried” 
symbolically when they undergo baptism. This immersion into water reflects a complete submersion 
into Christ’s death, indicating that the old self is put to rest.

“Wherein also ye are risen with him”

Following this burial imagery, Paul transitions to affirm that believers are also “risen with him.” This 
resurrection aspect highlights that just as Jesus rose from the dead, so too do believers experience a 
new life through their faith. The use of “wherein” connects the act of baptism directly to this 
resurrection experience. It indicates that baptism is not merely an outward ritual but an inward reality 
where believers share in Christ’s victory over death.

“Through the faith of the operation of God”

The phrase “through the faith of the operation of God” underscores that it is by God’s power and grace 
that this resurrection occurs. The term “operation” refers to God’s active work in raising Jesus from the 
dead and subsequently raising believers spiritually. Faith is essential here; it is through belief in God’s 
power—specifically His ability to raise Jesus—that individuals can claim their own spiritual 
resurrection.

“Who hath raised him from the dead”

Finally, Paul concludes this verse by reiterating God’s role as “who hath raised him from the dead.” 
This statement serves as a reminder of God’s sovereignty and authority over life and death. It 
emphasizes that it is God who performs these miraculous acts—both in raising Christ and enabling 
believers to rise spiritually.



Conclusion

In summary, Colossians 2:12 presents a rich tapestry of Christian doctrine concerning baptism, 
resurrection, and faith. It illustrates how believers are united with Christ in both His death and 
resurrection through their faith in God’s powerful work.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 2:13 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 2:13 states, “And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he 
quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses.” This verse is a profound declaration 
of the transformation that occurs in believers through their faith in Christ. It emphasizes the state of 
spiritual death prior to salvation and the subsequent new life granted by God.

“And you, being dead in your sins”

The phrase “And you” signifies a direct address to the Colossian believers, reminding them of their 
previous condition. The term “being dead” refers to a state of spiritual death due to sin. In biblical 
theology, this concept is rooted in the understanding that sin separates humanity from God (Isaiah 
59:2). The use of “in your sins” indicates that their transgressions were not merely external actions but 
part of their very nature before coming to faith.

“and the uncircumcision of your flesh”

The mention of “the uncircumcision of your flesh” serves as a reference to the Gentile identity of many 
in the Colossian church. Circumcision was a sign of covenant relationship with God for the Jewish 
people. Thus, being uncircumcised symbolized separation from God’s covenant community and further 
emphasized their spiritual deadness. This phrase highlights not only physical status but also moral and 
spiritual implications—indicating a life lived apart from God’s law and grace.

“hath he quickened together with him”

The term “hath he quickened together with him” introduces a powerful theological concept known as 
regeneration or new birth. The word “quickened,” derived from the Greek word “sunezoopoiēsen,” 
means to make alive or revive. This action is attributed to God, who raises believers spiritually 
alongside Christ’s resurrection (Ephesians 2:5). The phrase “together with him” underscores that this 
new life is intimately connected with Christ’s own resurrection; believers share in His victory over 
death.

“having forgiven you all trespasses”

Finally, “having forgiven you all trespasses” encapsulates one of the core tenets of Christian doctrine—
divine forgiveness. The term “forgiven” implies an act where God cancels out debts incurred by sin 
(Colossians 2:14). The use of “all trespasses” signifies that no sin is beyond God’s capacity for 
forgiveness; it encompasses every wrongdoing committed by believers prior to their conversion. This 
assurance provides comfort and hope for those who have placed their faith in Christ.



Conclusion

In summary, Colossians 2:13 presents a vivid picture of transformation from death to life through faith 
in Jesus Christ. It highlights both the dire condition of humanity due to sin and the incredible grace 
offered through forgiveness and new life in Him.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 2:14 (KJV)

Text of the Verse: “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary 
to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross.”

1. Blotting Out the Handwriting of Ordinances The phrase “blotting out” indicates a complete 
removal or cancellation. In the context of ancient writing practices, this could refer to erasing or wiping 
away what had been inscribed. The “handwriting of ordinances” refers to a written record that signifies 
legal obligations or debts. This is often interpreted as a metaphor for the Law, particularly the Mosaic 
Law, which held people accountable for their sins and failures.

2. That Was Against Us The term “that was against us” emphasizes the adversarial role that the Law 
played in relation to humanity. It suggests that the Law served as an indictment against individuals due 
to their inability to fulfill its demands perfectly. This creates a sense of hostility between humanity and 
divine justice, highlighting our shortcomings in adhering to God’s commandments.

3. Which Was Contrary to Us The phrase “which was contrary to us” reinforces the idea that the Law 
not only accused but also opposed humanity’s efforts at righteousness. It acted as an obstacle, revealing 
sin and guilt rather than providing a means for salvation or reconciliation with God. This underscores 
the burden that believers felt under the weight of legalistic requirements.

4. And Took It Out of the Way The expression “and took it out of the way” signifies a decisive action 
taken by God through Christ’s sacrifice. This implies that God has removed any barriers that stood 
between humanity and Himself due to sin and transgression of His Law. The use of “out of the way” 
suggests that these obstacles are no longer present, allowing for direct access to God.

5. Nailing It to His Cross Finally, “nailing it to his cross” vividly illustrates how Christ’s crucifixion 
dealt with sin and its consequences. By being nailed to the cross, both Christ and our sins were 
symbolically united in death; thus, He bore our punishment and fulfilled the requirements of justice on 
our behalf. This act signifies not only forgiveness but also liberation from condemnation under the 
Law.

In summary, Colossians 2:14 encapsulates a profound theological truth about redemption through 
Christ: He has canceled our debts (sins) by fulfilling the Law’s demands through His sacrificial death 
on the cross.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 2:15 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse Colossians 2:15 states, “And having spoiled principalities and powers, he 
made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.” This verse encapsulates a significant 



theological assertion regarding the victory of Christ over spiritual forces that oppose God. It is essential 
to understand the context and implications of this verse within the broader narrative of Paul’s letter to 
the Colossians.

Analysis of Key Terms

1. “Having spoiled”: The term “spoiled” (Greek: ἀπεκδυσάμενος) suggests a stripping away or 
disarming. In this context, it refers to Christ’s action of rendering powerless the spiritual 
authorities that held sway over humanity. This implies that through His death and resurrection, 
Jesus has effectively disarmed these forces, stripping them of their authority and influence.

2. “Principalities and powers”: These terms refer to spiritual entities or authorities that are often 
interpreted as demonic forces or angelic beings with hostile intentions towards humanity. Paul 
uses these phrases to denote the hierarchy of spiritual beings that were believed to exert control 
over human affairs, particularly in relation to sin and law.

3. “He made a shew of them openly”: The phrase indicates that Christ publicly displayed these 
defeated powers. The Greek word for “made a shew” (ἐδειγμάτισεν) conveys the idea of 
exposing or demonstrating something clearly for all to see. This public display serves not only 
as a declaration of victory but also as an act of humiliation against those powers.

4. “Triumphing over them in it”: The term “triumphing” (θριαμβεύσας) relates to a celebratory 
procession following victory in battle, akin to a Roman triumph where captives were paraded 
before the populace. The phrase “in it,” which many scholars interpret as referring specifically 
to “the cross,” emphasizes that this triumph was achieved through Christ’s sacrificial death.

Theological Implications This verse highlights several critical theological themes:

• Victory Over Evil: It asserts that through His crucifixion, Jesus has decisively defeated evil 
spiritual forces. This victory is not just theoretical; it has practical implications for believers 
who are assured that they are no longer under the dominion of sin or demonic influences.

• Public Declaration: By making a public spectacle of these powers, Christ demonstrates His 
authority over them and reassures believers of their security in Him. This act serves as both 
encouragement and empowerment for Christians facing spiritual battles.

• Christ’s Role as Mediator: The verse reinforces Christ’s unique position as the sole mediator 
between God and humanity, contrasting with any belief in angelic intermediaries or other forms 
of mediation that may have been prevalent among the Colossians.

Conclusion Colossians 2:15 serves as a powerful reminder of the comprehensive nature of Christ’s 
redemptive work on behalf of humanity. It encapsulates the essence of Christian hope—the assurance 
that through faith in Jesus, believers can experience freedom from sin and its associated powers.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 2:16 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse Colossians 2:16 states, “Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, 
or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days.” This verse is part of a broader 



discourse by the Apostle Paul addressing the Colossian church regarding their freedom in Christ and 
warning against legalism and false teachings that sought to impose Jewish ceremonial laws upon them.

Contextual Background In this epistle, Paul emphasizes that believers are complete in Christ and that 
their relationship with God is not contingent upon adherence to the Mosaic Law. The previous verses 
outline how Christ’s sacrifice has nullified the requirements of the law, including dietary restrictions 
and observance of specific holy days. The phrase “let no man therefore judge you” serves as a directive 
for Christians to reject any judgment from others concerning these matters.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Let no man therefore judge you”

• This opening phrase establishes a strong imperative. Paul instructs believers not to allow 
others to impose judgments based on their adherence to ceremonial laws. The term 
“judge” here implies a condemnation or a declaration of guilt regarding one’s spiritual 
standing based on external practices.

2. “in meat, or in drink”

• Here, Paul refers specifically to dietary laws that were part of the Jewish tradition. 
Under the Mosaic Law, certain foods were deemed clean or unclean (Leviticus 11). 
However, with Christ’s coming and His fulfillment of the law (Matthew 5:17), such 
distinctions are rendered obsolete for believers.

3. “or in respect of an holyday”

• The term “holyday” refers to festivals prescribed by Jewish law such as Passover and 
Pentecost. These celebrations were significant within Judaism but are not binding for 
Christians who have been liberated from such observances through faith in Christ.

4. “or of the new moon”

• The new moon celebrations were monthly observances within Jewish tradition marked 
by specific sacrifices and rituals (Numbers 28:11-14). Again, Paul indicates that these 
practices should not be imposed upon Christians as necessary for their faith.

5. “or of the sabbath days.”

• The mention of “sabbath days,” which can refer to both weekly Sabbaths and other 
special Sabbaths associated with festivals, underscores Paul’s point about freedom from 
legalistic observance. While Sabbath rest has its roots in creation (Genesis 2:2-3) and 
carries moral significance, Paul emphasizes that Christians are not bound by ceremonial 
observance as a means to righteousness.

Conclusion In summary, Colossians 2:16 serves as a powerful reminder for believers about their 
identity in Christ and their liberation from legalistic practices associated with the Old Covenant. Paul’s 
exhortation encourages Christians to focus on their relationship with God through faith rather than 
being swayed by external judgments regarding dietary laws or ritual observances.



Verse Commentary on Colossians 2:17 (KJV)

Text of the Verse “Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.” 

Contextual Background The Apostle Paul wrote the Epistle to the Colossians to address various 
heresies that were infiltrating the church in Colosse. These heresies included elements of Gnosticism 
and legalism, which sought to impose Jewish ceremonial laws and ascetic practices upon Gentile 
believers. In this context, Paul emphasizes the sufficiency of Christ and warns against returning to the 
shadows of the Old Covenant.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Which are a shadow”

• The term “shadow” (σκιά) signifies something that is not substantial or real but merely a 
representation or outline of something greater. In this case, it refers to the rituals, feasts, 
and laws prescribed in the Mosaic Law. These practices served as types or symbols 
pointing toward future realities.

2. “of things to come”

• This phrase indicates that these shadows were prophetic in nature, foreshadowing what 
was to be fulfilled in Christ. The “things to come” refer specifically to the new covenant 
established through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. They represent a transition from 
an old system based on law and ritual observance to a new system based on faith in 
Christ.

3. “but the body is of Christ”

• The contrast between “shadow” and “body” highlights the difference between temporary 
representations and ultimate reality. The “body” here refers not only to Christ Himself 
but also encompasses all that He represents—the fullness of God’s revelation, grace, and 
truth. It signifies that all spiritual nourishment and fulfillment are found in Him alone.

Theological Implications This verse underscores several important theological points:

• Christ as Fulfillment: The Old Testament laws and ceremonies were designed as precursors 
leading up to Christ. With His coming, they have been fulfilled and thus rendered obsolete for 
believers.

• Sufficiency of Christ: Believers are complete in Christ (Colossians 2:10), meaning they do not 
need additional rituals or regulations for salvation or spiritual growth. All that was symbolized 
by the law is now realized in Him.

• Warning Against Legalism: Paul cautions against reverting back to legalistic practices that 
detract from reliance on Christ’s finished work. Such practices can lead believers away from 
experiencing true freedom in their relationship with God.

Conclusion In summary, Colossians 2:17 serves as a powerful reminder for Christians about the 
transition from the old covenant shadows to the reality found in Jesus Christ. It encourages believers to 
focus on their relationship with Him rather than adhering strictly to outdated ceremonial laws.



Verse Commentary on Colossians 2:18 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse Colossians 2:18 states, “Let no man beguile you of your reward in a 
voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, 
vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind.” This verse serves as a warning from the Apostle Paul to the 
Colossian church regarding false teachings that threaten their faith and spiritual integrity.

“Let no man beguile you of your reward” The phrase “Let no man beguile you” indicates a strong 
admonition against being deceived or misled. The term “beguile” suggests an intentional act of 
deception, implying that there are individuals who may attempt to lead believers astray from the truth 
of the Gospel. The “reward” refers to the eternal life and blessings promised to believers through their 
faith in Christ. Paul emphasizes that this reward is at stake when one allows themselves to be 
influenced by false doctrines.

“in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels” Paul identifies two specific practices 
associated with these false teachers: “voluntary humility” and “worshipping of angels.” The term 
“voluntary humility” can be understood as a self-imposed sense of lowliness that is not genuinely 
reflective of true humility before God. Instead, it may be an outward display intended to impress others 
or elevate oneself spiritually. The “worshipping of angels” points to a practice that was emerging in 
certain circles during this time, where individuals sought mediation through angels rather than 
approaching God directly through Christ. This practice undermines the sufficiency of Christ’s sacrifice 
and His role as the sole mediator between God and humanity.

“intruding into those things which he hath not seen” This phrase suggests that these false teachers 
are engaging in speculative practices or teachings about spiritual matters they have not truly 
experienced or witnessed. The word “intruding” implies an unwarranted intrusion into areas beyond 
their understanding or authority. It highlights a tendency among some individuals to claim knowledge 
or insight into divine mysteries without genuine revelation from God.

“vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind” The concluding part of this verse describes the state of these 
deceivers as being “vainly puffed up.” This indicates arrogance and pride stemming from a misguided 
sense of superiority based on human wisdom rather than divine truth. The phrase “by his fleshly mind” 
underscores that their reasoning is rooted in worldly thinking rather than spiritual discernment. Paul 
contrasts this with the humble reliance on Christ for wisdom and understanding.

Conclusion In summary, Colossians 2:18 serves as a critical warning against false teachings that 
promote self-righteousness, angelic mediation, and speculative spirituality devoid of true experience 
with God. Paul urges believers to remain steadfast in their faith and not allow themselves to be swayed 
by deceptive philosophies that detract from the centrality of Christ in their lives.



Verse Commentary on Colossians 2:19 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 2:19 states, “And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands having 
nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God.” This verse is part of 
Paul’s admonition to the Colossian church regarding false teachings that were threatening their 
understanding of Christ’s supremacy and the nature of their spiritual growth.

“And not holding the Head”

The phrase “and not holding the Head” emphasizes a critical aspect of Christian doctrine—the 
necessity of maintaining a firm connection with Christ, who is referred to as “the Head.” In this 
context, Paul warns against those who do not acknowledge Christ’s authority and role as the sole 
source of spiritual life. The term “holding” suggests an active engagement or reliance on Christ. Those 
who are “puffed up” in their own wisdom or philosophies may claim to have knowledge but lack a 
genuine relationship with Him.

“from which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered”

This segment illustrates how Christ sustains the entire body of believers—the Church. The phrase 
“from which all the body” indicates that every member derives its life and vitality from Christ. The 
terms “joints and bands” refer to the connections within the body that facilitate unity and functionality 
among its members. These connections can be understood as faith, love, and communal relationships 
that bind Christians together in their shared purpose.

The expression “having nourishment ministered” signifies that spiritual sustenance flows from Christ to 
His followers. Just as physical bodies require nourishment for growth and health, so too does the 
Church rely on Christ for spiritual nourishment. This highlights God’s provision for His people through 
Jesus.

“and knit together”

The phrase “and knit together” further emphasizes unity within the Church. It conveys a sense of being 
intricately woven into one cohesive entity under Christ’s leadership. This knitting together reflects both 
relational bonds among believers and their collective identity as part of Christ’s body. It underscores 
that individual growth is interconnected; when one member grows spiritually, it contributes to the 
overall health of the Church.

“increaseth with the increase of God”

Finally, “increaseth with the increase of God” points to divine growth—growth that is orchestrated by 
God Himself. This increase refers not only to numerical growth (new converts) but also to spiritual 
maturity among existing believers. It implies that true progress in faith comes from God’s work within 
individuals and collectively as a community.

This phrase reinforces that while believers are responsible for their spiritual development through 
faithfulness and obedience, it is ultimately God who brings about growth according to His will.



Conclusion

In summary, Colossians 2:19 serves as a profound reminder for Christians about their dependence on 
Christ as their Head. It stresses that true spiritual growth cannot occur apart from Him; rather, it 
flourishes through a vital connection with Him, facilitated by love and unity within His body—the 
Church.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 2:20 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 2:20 states, “Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as 
though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances?” This verse is a part of Paul’s epistle to the 
Colossians, where he addresses issues concerning false teachings and emphasizes the believers’ new 
identity in Christ. The apostle Paul uses this verse to challenge the Colossian believers regarding their 
adherence to worldly principles and regulations after having died with Christ.

Understanding “Dead with Christ”

The phrase “if ye be dead with Christ” signifies a profound theological truth that believers share in the 
death of Jesus. This union implies that through faith in Christ’s sacrificial death, Christians have been 
liberated from the power of sin and worldly influences. Paul often emphasizes this concept throughout 
his letters, particularly in Romans 6:3-4, where he elaborates on being buried with Christ through 
baptism into His death. The implication here is that since believers have died to their old selves and 
worldly ways, they should no longer live under those influences.

Rudiments of the World

The term “rudiments of the world” refers to basic principles or elemental teachings that govern worldly 
behavior. In this context, it can be understood as the ceremonial laws and traditions that were prevalent 
among Jews and Gentiles alike before coming to faith in Christ. Paul contrasts these rudimentary 
elements with the fullness found in Christ. By stating that believers are dead to these rudiments, Paul 
underscores that they should not revert back to practices that do not contribute to their spiritual growth 
or relationship with God.

Living in the World vs. Spiritual Reality

Paul poses a rhetorical question: “why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances?” 
This question serves as a critical reflection on how Christians should conduct themselves post-
conversion. If they have indeed died with Christ and are now alive in Him (as stated earlier), then it is 
inconsistent for them to act as if they are still bound by worldly regulations or human traditions. The 
phrase “as though living in the world” suggests an inconsistency between their professed faith and their 
actions; they should not allow themselves to be influenced by worldly standards or rules.

Subjecting Oneself to Ordinances

The term “ordinances” refers specifically to man-made rules or religious regulations that may include 
aspects of Jewish law or other cultural practices imposed upon believers. Paul argues against 



submitting oneself again to such ordinances after having received freedom through Christ’s sacrifice. 
He emphasizes that true righteousness does not come from adhering strictly to external rules but rather 
from a genuine relationship with Jesus.

Conclusion

In summary, Colossians 2:20 serves as a powerful reminder for believers about their identity in Christ 
and encourages them not to return to legalistic practices or worldly influences after experiencing 
spiritual freedom through Him. It calls for a life led by faith rather than adherence to human traditions.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 2:21 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 2:21 states, “Touch not; taste not; handle not.” This verse is part of a larger discourse by the 
Apostle Paul addressing the Colossian church regarding false teachings and ascetic practices that were 
infiltrating their community. Understanding this verse requires examining its context within the chapter 
and the overall message of Paul’s letter.

Contextual Background

The Apostle Paul wrote to the Colossians to combat heretical teachings that emphasized strict 
adherence to human traditions and regulations, particularly those derived from Jewish law. The 
Colossian believers were being influenced by philosophies that promoted a form of legalism, which 
included dietary restrictions and ceremonial laws. In this context, Paul emphasizes the freedom that 
Christians have in Christ, contrasting it with the bondage of legalistic observance.

Analysis of Key Terms

1. “Touch not” - This phrase implies a prohibition against physical contact with certain items or 
individuals deemed unclean according to Jewish law. It reflects an ascetic mindset that 
associates spirituality with avoidance and restraint.

2. “Taste not” - This extends beyond mere physical contact to include abstaining from consuming 
specific foods or drinks. It underscores a belief that certain substances could defile an individual 
spiritually.

3. “Handle not” - Similar to “touch not,” this phrase suggests a complete avoidance of engaging 
with particular objects or practices. It indicates an extreme form of ritual purity where even 
minimal interaction is discouraged.

Interpretation of Paul’s Intent

Paul’s use of these phrases serves as a critique rather than an endorsement of such prohibitions. He 
illustrates how these commands reflect a misguided understanding of holiness and righteousness. By 
listing these prohibitions, Paul highlights the absurdity of relying on human rules for spiritual standing 
before God. Instead, he encourages believers to focus on their relationship with Christ, who fulfills all 
requirements for righteousness.



Theological Implications

The theological implications are significant: 

• Freedom in Christ: Believers are no longer bound by the ceremonial laws or human traditions 
that once governed their lives.

• Spiritual Reality vs. Ritual Practice: True spirituality is rooted in faith in Christ rather than 
adherence to external regulations.

• Warning Against Legalism: Paul warns against any teaching that seeks to impose additional 
burdens on believers through man-made doctrines.

In summary, Colossians 2:21 serves as a powerful reminder for Christians about the dangers of 
legalism and the importance of understanding their identity in Christ rather than through adherence to 
external rules.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 2:22 (KJV)

Contextual Overview

In Colossians 2, the Apostle Paul addresses the issue of false teachings that were infiltrating the church 
at Colosse. He emphasizes the importance of understanding the nature of Christian freedom in relation 
to human traditions and regulations. The verse in question, Colossians 2:22, serves as a critical 
commentary on these false teachings, particularly those that emphasize strict adherence to dietary laws 
and other external rituals.

Verse Text

“Which all are to perish with the using; after the commandments and doctrines of men.”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Which all are to perish with the using;”

• This phrase indicates that the items or practices being discussed—likely referring to 
certain foods and rituals emphasized by false teachers—are temporary and destined for 
destruction. Paul asserts that these physical things do not hold eternal significance. The 
use of “perish” implies a natural decay or dissolution, reinforcing that such items are not 
inherently spiritual or morally significant.

2. “after the commandments and doctrines of men.”

• Here, Paul contrasts divine commandments with those created by humans. The 
“commandments and doctrines of men” refer to man-made rules that lack divine 
authority. Paul is highlighting that these teachings are not rooted in God’s will but rather 
stem from human tradition and interpretation. This distinction is crucial because it 
underscores the futility of adhering to regulations that do not originate from God.



Theological Implications

This verse encapsulates a broader theological argument made by Paul throughout his epistle: true 
spirituality is not found in external observances but in a relationship with Christ. By emphasizing that 
these regulations are destined to perish, Paul encourages believers to focus on their faith in Christ 
rather than being bound by human traditions.

Additionally, this verse aligns with Jesus’ teaching found in Matthew 15:11, where He states that it is 
not what goes into a person’s mouth that defiles them but what comes out of it. Both passages highlight 
the idea that moral purity is not determined by dietary laws or external rituals but by one’s heart and 
actions.

Conclusion

Colossians 2:22 serves as a powerful reminder for Christians today about the importance of discerning 
between God’s commands and human traditions. It calls believers to prioritize their relationship with 
Christ over adherence to man-made rules, which ultimately have no bearing on their spiritual standing 
before God.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 2:23 (KJV)

Text of the Verse: “Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and 
neglecting of the body; not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh.”

Contextual Background: In this verse, the Apostle Paul is concluding his argument against false 
teachings that had infiltrated the Colossian church. These teachings emphasized strict asceticism and 
self-imposed religious practices that were purported to lead to spiritual enlightenment or holiness. Paul 
critiques these practices as lacking true value and effectiveness.

Analysis of Key Phrases:

1. “Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom”:

• The phrase “have indeed a shew of wisdom” suggests that these practices appear wise or 
beneficial at first glance. The term “shew” indicates an outward appearance rather than 
genuine substance. This reflects a common theme in Paul’s writings where he contrasts 
superficial appearances with deeper truths.

2. “in will worship”:

• “Will worship” refers to a form of self-chosen or voluntary worship that is not mandated 
by God. This concept emphasizes human initiative over divine command, indicating that 
such worship lacks authenticity and may lead individuals away from true reverence for 
God.

3. “and humility”:

• The mention of “humility” here is ironic; while it seems virtuous, it is associated with 
false humility that stems from prideful self-denial rather than genuine submission to 



God’s will. This false humility often leads individuals to elevate their own standards 
above those set by God.

4. “and neglecting of the body”:

• “Neglecting of the body” refers to ascetic practices where individuals deny themselves 
basic physical needs or comforts under the guise of spirituality. Paul argues that such 
neglect does not honor the body as created by God but instead promotes an unhealthy 
view of physical existence.

5. “not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh”:

• The concluding phrase highlights that these practices do not provide any real honor or 
value when it comes to addressing human desires or needs (“the satisfying of the flesh”). 
Instead, they may actually serve to feed sinful desires under a facade of piety, ultimately 
failing to achieve their intended purpose.

Theological Implications: Paul’s critique serves as a reminder that true spirituality cannot be achieved 
through mere external observances or self-imposed regulations. Genuine faith involves reliance on 
Christ and His grace rather than adherence to human traditions or ascetic practices. The verse warns 
believers against being swayed by teachings that promise spiritual growth through rigorous self-denial 
without acknowledging Christ’s sufficiency.

Conclusion: Colossians 2:23 encapsulates Paul’s warning against false teachings that masquerade as 
wisdom but lack true substance and efficacy in addressing spiritual needs. It encourages believers to 
seek authentic faith rooted in Christ rather than superficial religious observance.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 3:1 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 3:1 states, “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ 
sitteth on the right hand of God.” This verse serves as a pivotal point in Paul’s letter to the Colossians, 
transitioning from theological teachings about Christ’s supremacy and the believer’s identity in Him to 
practical instructions for living out that identity.

“If ye then be risen with Christ”

The phrase “If ye then be risen with Christ” assumes that the readers have indeed experienced a 
spiritual resurrection through their faith in Jesus. This resurrection is not merely a hypothetical 
situation but an affirmation of their new life in Christ. Paul emphasizes that believers share in the 
resurrection power of Jesus, which signifies a transformation from death to life (Ephesians 2:5). The 
use of “if” here is not meant to cast doubt but rather to remind believers of their new status and identity.

“Seek those things which are above”

Following this affirmation of their resurrection, Paul instructs believers to “seek those things which are 
above.” This directive encourages Christians to focus their aspirations and desires on heavenly matters 



rather than earthly concerns. The term “seek” implies an active pursuit; it is not enough for believers to 
passively wait for spiritual growth or enlightenment. Instead, they are called to actively engage in 
seeking after divine truths and values that align with God’s kingdom.

“Where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God”

Paul further clarifies what these “things which are above” entail by pointing out that they are found 
where “Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.” This phrase underscores the exalted position of Christ 
as Lord and King. In biblical tradition, sitting at the right hand signifies authority and honor (Psalm 
110:1). By directing believers’ attention to this truth, Paul reinforces the idea that their lives should 
reflect allegiance to Christ’s lordship and His eternal reign.

Conclusion

In summary, Colossians 3:1 encapsulates a profound truth about Christian identity and responsibility. It 
calls believers to recognize their new life in Christ and challenges them to pursue heavenly priorities 
actively. This verse serves as both an encouragement and a reminder that true fulfillment comes from 
aligning one’s life with God’s purposes as revealed through Jesus.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 3:2 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 3:2 states, “Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.” This verse is a 
part of Paul’s exhortation to the believers in Colossae, encouraging them to focus their thoughts and 
desires on spiritual matters rather than earthly ones. The context of this verse is crucial for 
understanding its implications for Christian living.

Understanding “Set Your Affection”

The phrase “Set your affection” translates from the Greek word “phroneite,” which means to think or to 
have a mindset. This indicates an active choice by believers to direct their thoughts and emotions 
towards heavenly realities. It suggests that Christians are called not just to passively acknowledge 
spiritual truths but to actively engage with them in their daily lives.

The Concept of “Things Above”

When Paul refers to “things above,” he is pointing towards the realm where Christ reigns, seated at the 
right hand of God. This includes all that pertains to God’s kingdom, such as love, grace, mercy, and 
eternal life. By focusing on these divine attributes and realities, believers can cultivate a mindset that 
aligns with their identity in Christ.

Contrast with “Things on the Earth”

In contrast, “not on things on the earth” serves as a warning against being consumed by worldly 
concerns such as material possessions, social status, or sinful pleasures. Paul emphasizes that while 
Christians live in this world, their true citizenship is in heaven (Philippians 3:20). Therefore, they 
should not allow earthly distractions to dictate their values or priorities.



Practical Application

The practical application of Colossians 3:2 involves a conscious effort by believers to prioritize 
spiritual growth over worldly pursuits. This may include engaging in prayer, studying Scripture, 
participating in fellowship with other believers, and serving others. By doing so, Christians can align 
their hearts and minds with God’s will and purpose for their lives.

Conclusion

In summary, Colossians 3:2 calls Christians to intentionally focus their thoughts and affections on 
heavenly matters rather than earthly distractions. This verse encapsulates a fundamental principle of 
Christian living—prioritizing one’s relationship with God above all else.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 3:3 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse Colossians 3:3 states, “For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in 
God.” This verse encapsulates a profound theological truth regarding the believer’s identity in Christ 
and their relationship with the world. It emphasizes both the death of the old self and the security of the 
new life found in Christ.

“For ye are dead” The phrase “For ye are dead” signifies a spiritual reality for believers. It does not 
imply physical death but rather refers to being dead to sin and the worldly ways that once governed 
their lives. This concept aligns with Paul’s teaching throughout his letters, particularly in Romans 6:6, 
where he explains that believers have been crucified with Christ. The death mentioned here indicates a 
complete severance from the dominion of sin and its consequences.

“and your life is hid with Christ in God” The latter part of the verse, “and your life is hid with Christ 
in God,” reveals two significant aspects of a believer’s existence. First, it highlights that true life—
spiritual life—is found exclusively in Christ. This life is characterized by communion with Him and 
reflects His nature and character. Second, the term “hid” suggests security and protection; just as 
treasure is hidden away for safekeeping, so too is the believer’s spiritual life safeguarded by being 
united with Christ.

This hiddenness also implies that this spiritual reality may not be fully visible or understood by those 
outside of faith. The world does not recognize or comprehend this new life because it operates under 
different principles—those governed by fleshly desires rather than spiritual truths.

Theological Implications This verse serves as a reminder for believers to focus on their identity in 
Christ rather than on earthly matters. Since they are “dead” to sin and alive in Christ, their priorities 
should reflect this transformation. Paul urges Christians to seek things above (Colossians 3:1), 
reinforcing that their true citizenship lies in heaven (Philippians 3:20).

Furthermore, being “hid with Christ in God” assures believers of their eternal security. Their lives are 
intertwined with Christ’s resurrection power, which guarantees that they will ultimately share in His 
glory when He returns (Colossians 3:4). This promise encourages believers to live out their faith boldly 
while resting assured that their ultimate destiny is secure.



Conclusion In summary, Colossians 3:3 encapsulates essential truths about Christian identity—being 
dead to sin while possessing a new life hidden securely in Christ. This understanding shapes how 
believers engage with both their spiritual journey and daily living.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 3:4 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 3:4 states, “When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in 
glory.” This verse encapsulates a profound theological truth regarding the identity of believers in 
relation to Christ and the hope of future glory. It serves as a pivotal point in Paul’s exhortation to the 
Colossian church about living a life that reflects their new identity in Christ.

“When Christ, who is our life,”

The phrase “When Christ, who is our life,” emphasizes the centrality of Jesus in the believer’s 
existence. Paul asserts that Christ is not merely an aspect of life but rather the essence of it. This 
declaration aligns with other Pauline writings where he expresses that for him to live is Christ 
(Philippians 1:21). The use of “our life” indicates a shared experience among believers; they are united 
with Christ in His resurrection and thus partake in His divine nature (2 Peter 1:4). This unity implies 
that their lives should reflect His character and priorities.

“shall appear,”

The term “shall appear” refers to the second coming of Christ, a significant eschatological event 
anticipated by early Christians. Paul encourages believers to look forward to this moment when Christ 
will return in glory. The certainty of this event serves as motivation for Christians to live righteously 
and focus on heavenly things rather than earthly distractions (Colossians 3:2). The anticipation of 
Christ’s return fosters hope and perseverance amidst trials.

“then shall ye also appear with him in glory.”

The latter part of the verse, “then shall ye also appear with him in glory,” presents an incredible 
promise for believers. It signifies that those who are united with Christ will share in His glory at His 
return. This assurance not only affirms their future transformation but also highlights their current 
status as children of God (Romans 8:17). The concept of appearing “with him” suggests a communal 
aspect; believers are not isolated but part of a collective body that will be revealed alongside their 
Savior.

This promise serves as an encouragement for believers to endure hardships and temptations, knowing 
that their ultimate destiny is one of glorification with Christ. It reinforces the idea that present 
sufferings are temporary compared to the eternal weight of glory awaiting them (2 Corinthians 4:17).

Conclusion

In summary, Colossians 3:4 encapsulates key themes such as the centrality of Christ in the believer’s 
life, the anticipation of His glorious return, and the promise of sharing in that glory. These truths serve 
as both encouragement and motivation for Christians to live according to their new identity and hope.



Verse Commentary on Colossians 3:5 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse Colossians 3:5 states, “Mortify therefore your members which are upon the 
earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is 
idolatry.” This verse is part of a larger exhortation from the Apostle Paul to the believers in Colossae 
regarding their conduct as Christians. The focus here is on the necessity of putting to death sinful 
behaviors that are characteristic of earthly living.

Understanding “Mortify” The term “mortify” comes from the Greek word “νεκρώσατε” (nekrosate), 
which means to put to death or render inactive. This command indicates a decisive action that believers 
must take against sin. It suggests not merely a passive resistance but an active engagement in 
eliminating sinful desires and actions from one’s life. The use of this strong verb emphasizes the 
seriousness with which Christians should approach sin.

Identifying “Your Members” The phrase “your members which are upon the earth” refers to the 
physical and metaphorical aspects of human existence that can be instruments of sin. In this context, 
“members” can be understood as parts of the body (e.g., hands, eyes) that can be used for sinful 
purposes. Paul is instructing believers to recognize these bodily faculties as potential sources of 
temptation and sinfulness.

Listing Specific Sins Paul then enumerates specific sins that Christians are called to mortify:

1. Fornication - This term encompasses all forms of sexual immorality outside the bounds of 
marriage.

2. Uncleanness - This refers to moral impurity or filthiness, often associated with lustful thoughts 
and actions.

3. Inordinate Affection - This phrase denotes excessive or disordered love or passion, particularly 
in a sexual context.

4. Evil Concupiscence - This term signifies strong desire or lust for things that are morally wrong.
5. Covetousness - Defined as an insatiable desire for more, especially concerning material 

possessions; Paul equates this with idolatry.

Understanding Covetousness as Idolatry The verse concludes with a profound statement: “which is 
idolatry.” Here, Paul highlights that covetousness is not just a simple desire but elevates itself to 
idolatry when it takes precedence over God in one’s life. When individuals allow greed and selfish 
desires to dominate their hearts, they effectively place those desires above their devotion to God.

Conclusion In summary, Colossians 3:5 serves as a powerful reminder for believers about the 
importance of actively rejecting sinful behaviors associated with earthly living. The call to mortify 
these members reflects an ongoing commitment to holiness and spiritual integrity in light of one’s 
identity in Christ.



Verse Commentary on Colossians 3:6 (KJV)

Text of Colossians 3:6 (KJV):
“For which things’ sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience.”

Contextual Analysis:
In this verse, the Apostle Paul is addressing the Colossian believers about the serious consequences of 
sin. The preceding verses (Colossians 3:5) list specific sinful behaviors that Christians are urged to 
“mortify” or put to death, including fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, 
and covetousness. These behaviors are not merely personal failings; they are actions that invoke divine 
judgment.

Understanding “For which things’ sake”:
The phrase “for which things’ sake” refers directly to the sins mentioned earlier in the chapter. Paul 
emphasizes that these actions have dire consequences. The use of “sake” indicates that these sins are 
not trivial; they carry weight and significance in terms of moral and spiritual accountability.

The Wrath of God:
The term “wrath of God” signifies God’s righteous anger towards sin and disobedience. It is important 
to understand that this wrath is not a capricious outburst but rather a settled disposition against all 
forms of unrighteousness. This concept is consistent throughout Scripture, where God’s holiness 
necessitates a response to sin. 

Paul’s mention of God’s wrath serves as both a warning and an exhortation for believers to recognize 
the seriousness of their conduct. It underscores that while grace abounds, it does not negate God’s 
justice.

Cometh on the Children of Disobedience:
The phrase “children of disobedience” identifies those who persist in rebellion against God’s 
commands. This term suggests a familial relationship with disobedience itself; it characterizes 
individuals who live contrary to God’s will as being defined by their actions. In Ephesians 2:2, Paul 
similarly refers to those who walk according to the course of this world as being influenced by 
disobedient spirits.

This verse serves as a stark reminder that there are consequences for living outside the bounds set by 
God. For believers, it reinforces the importance of aligning one’s life with Christ’s teachings and 
avoiding behaviors that lead to spiritual death and separation from God.

Conclusion:
Colossians 3:6 encapsulates a critical theological principle: while believers are saved by grace through 
faith in Jesus Christ, they must also live in accordance with His teachings and reject sinful practices. 
The reality of God’s wrath against sin should motivate Christians toward holiness and obedience.



Verse Commentary on Colossians 3:7 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 3:7 states, “In the which ye also walked sometime, when ye lived in them.” This verse 
serves as a reminder from the Apostle Paul to the Colossian believers about their past lives before 
coming to faith in Christ. It emphasizes a transition from a life characterized by sin to one that should 
reflect their new identity in Christ.

Contextual Background

The context of this verse is crucial for understanding its meaning. In Colossians 3:5-6, Paul lists 
various sinful behaviors that characterize the lives of those who are outside of Christ, such as 
fornication, uncleanness, and idolatry. He warns that these sins bring about the wrath of God upon the 
children of disobedience. Therefore, verse 7 acts as a bridge between their former way of life and the 
new life they are called to live.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “In the which”: This phrase refers back to the vices mentioned earlier in verses 5 and 6. Paul is 
indicating that these sinful behaviors were not just external actions but were part of their 
previous lifestyle.

2. “ye also walked sometime”: The term “walked” is significant in Pauline literature; it denotes 
one’s manner of living or conducting oneself. By using “also,” Paul includes his readers among 
those who once lived in sin, emphasizing that they were not exempt from this condition prior to 
their conversion.

3. “when ye lived in them”: The phrase “lived in them” suggests an immersion in sin; it was not 
just occasional wrongdoing but a habitual lifestyle marked by these vices. This reinforces the 
idea that before accepting Christ, their lives were dominated by sinful practices.

Theological Implications

This verse highlights two important theological concepts:

• Transformation through Faith: The implication is clear that believers have undergone a 
transformation. They are no longer defined by their past sins but are called to live differently 
because they have been made new creations in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17).

• Awareness of Past Sinfulness: By reminding them of their past, Paul encourages humility and 
gratitude for salvation. Recognizing where they came from can foster a deeper appreciation for 
God’s grace and mercy.

Practical Application

For contemporary believers, Colossians 3:7 serves as both a warning and an encouragement:

• Warning Against Complacency: Believers must be vigilant against returning to old habits and 
lifestyles that are contrary to their new identity in Christ.



• Encouragement for Growth: Understanding one’s past can motivate individuals to pursue 
holiness actively and strive for spiritual growth, knowing that they have been redeemed from 
such a lifestyle.

In conclusion, Colossians 3:7 encapsulates the essence of Christian transformation—acknowledging 
one’s past while embracing a new life empowered by faith in Jesus Christ.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 3:8 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 3:8 states, “But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy 
communication out of your mouth.” This verse is part of a larger discourse by the Apostle Paul 
addressing the behavior expected of Christians who have been transformed through their faith in Christ. 
It emphasizes the necessity for believers to actively discard sinful behaviors that are inconsistent with 
their new identity in Christ.

Contextual Background

In the preceding verses, Paul outlines the need for believers to “mortify” or put to death their earthly 
members and sinful desires (Colossians 3:5). He contrasts this with the new life that believers are 
called to live. The phrase “But now” indicates a significant shift from past behaviors associated with 
sin to a new way of living that reflects one’s relationship with Christ.

Exegesis of Key Terms

1. Put Off: The Greek term used here implies a deliberate action akin to removing clothing. Just 
as one would take off dirty garments, believers are instructed to shed these negative traits from 
their lives.

2. Anger and Wrath: These terms refer to different expressions of emotional turmoil. “Anger” 
(ὀργή) can be understood as a settled disposition or chronic state of displeasure, while “wrath” 
(θυμός) refers to an explosive outburst of rage. Both are seen as detrimental to Christian 
conduct.

3. Malice: This term signifies an ill-will or desire to harm others. It encompasses not just feelings 
but intentions that lead one to wish harm upon another person.

4. Blasphemy: While often associated with speaking against God, in this context it refers more 
broadly to slanderous speech against others—damaging someone’s reputation through 
falsehoods or derogatory remarks.

5. Filthy Communication: This phrase denotes inappropriate or vulgar speech that is unbecoming 
of a believer’s character. It includes coarse language and insults that degrade both the speaker 
and those who hear it.



Theological Implications

The call to “put off all these” serves as a reminder that true transformation in Christ requires active 
participation from believers. It is not enough merely to acknowledge one’s faith; there must be tangible 
evidence through changed behavior and attitudes. The list provided by Paul highlights common pitfalls 
that can hinder spiritual growth and community harmony among believers.

Furthermore, this verse underscores the importance of speech in reflecting one’s inner spiritual state. As 
Jesus taught in Matthew 12:34-35, “out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.” Therefore, 
controlling one’s speech is essential for maintaining a witness consistent with Christian values.

Conclusion

Colossians 3:8 encapsulates Paul’s exhortation for Christians to abandon behaviors characteristic of 
their former lives before coming to faith in Christ. By emphasizing emotional control and integrity in 
communication, Paul encourages believers toward holiness and unity within the body of Christ.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 3:9 (KJV)

Text of the Verse: “Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;” 
(Colossians 3:9 KJV)

Contextual Background: In this passage, the Apostle Paul is addressing the Christian community in 
Colossae, emphasizing the transformation that occurs when one becomes a believer in Christ. The 
preceding verses outline various sinful behaviors that should be abandoned by Christians, and verse 9 
specifically focuses on the act of lying to one another. This instruction is part of a broader exhortation 
for believers to live in accordance with their new identity in Christ.

Exegesis of Key Phrases:

1. “Lie not one to another”:

• Paul begins with a direct command against dishonesty among believers. The phrase 
underscores the importance of truthfulness within the Christian community. Lying can 
create divisions and mistrust, which are contrary to the unity that should characterize the 
body of Christ.

2. “seeing that ye have put off the old man”:

• The term “old man” refers to an individual’s former self before coming to faith in Christ. 
This “old man” is associated with sin and worldly behavior. By stating that believers 
have “put off” this old self, Paul emphasizes that they have undergone a significant 
spiritual transformation through their relationship with Jesus.

3. “with his deeds”:

• This phrase highlights that it is not just the identity of the old self that has been 
discarded but also its actions or deeds. The implication is clear: if believers are truly 
transformed, their behavior must reflect this change. They are called to abandon all 
practices associated with their former lives, including deceit.



Theological Implications: This verse encapsulates a fundamental aspect of Christian ethics—
truthfulness as a reflection of one’s new identity in Christ. The act of lying is inconsistent with being a 
follower of Jesus, who is described as “the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6). Therefore, living 
authentically and truthfully is essential for maintaining healthy relationships within the church and 
demonstrating integrity as representatives of Christ.

Practical Application: Believers are encouraged to cultivate honesty in their interactions with others. 
This involves not only refraining from outright lies but also avoiding any form of deception or 
manipulation. In practice, this means fostering open communication and trust within Christian 
communities, thereby reflecting God’s character and love.

Conclusion: Colossians 3:9 serves as a powerful reminder for Christians about their calling to live 
truthfully as part of their new life in Christ. By putting off deceitful practices associated with their past 
selves, they can embody the values of honesty and integrity that reflect their faith.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 3:10 (KJV)

Text of the Verse: “And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of 
him that created him.”

1. Contextual Background: The book of Colossians is a letter written by the Apostle Paul to the 
church in Colossae. It addresses various theological issues and emphasizes the supremacy of Christ. In 
Chapter 3, Paul shifts his focus to practical Christian living, urging believers to set their minds on 
things above and to live out their new identity in Christ.

2. “And have put on the new man”: This phrase indicates a decisive action taken by believers at the 
moment of salvation. The “new man” refers to the transformed identity that Christians receive when 
they accept Christ. This transformation signifies a departure from the old self, characterized by sin and 
separation from God, to a new life empowered by the Holy Spirit.

3. “which is renewed in knowledge”: The term “renewed” suggests an ongoing process rather than a 
one-time event. It implies that believers are continually being transformed and shaped into Christ’s 
likeness through spiritual growth and understanding. The renewal occurs “in knowledge,” highlighting 
that this transformation is deeply connected to understanding God’s truth as revealed in Scripture.

4. “after the image of him that created him”: This part of the verse draws upon Genesis 1:26-27, 
where humanity was created in God’s image. Here, Paul emphasizes that believers are being restored to 
this original design through their relationship with Christ, who is often referred to as the image of God 
(see Colossians 1:15). The phrase underscores that true knowledge leads to a deeper reflection of God’s 
character and attributes within believers.

5. Application for Believers: Colossians 3:10 serves as both an encouragement and a challenge for 
Christians today. It reminds them that they have been given a new identity in Christ and are called to 
actively participate in their spiritual renewal through studying Scripture, prayer, and obedience to 
God’s will. As they grow in knowledge, they become more like Christ, reflecting His character in their 
daily lives.



In summary, this verse encapsulates key themes of transformation, renewal, and identity in Christ while 
encouraging believers to pursue spiritual growth actively.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 3:11 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 3:11 states, “Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, 
Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.” This verse encapsulates a profound 
theological truth regarding the unity of believers in Christ. It emphasizes that in the new life provided 
through faith in Jesus, all distinctions based on ethnicity, social status, or cultural background are 
rendered irrelevant.

Contextual Background

The Apostle Paul wrote this letter to the church at Colossae to address various issues concerning false 
teachings and to affirm the supremacy of Christ. In the preceding verses, Paul discusses the need for 
believers to set their minds on things above and to put off earthly behaviors. The context of Colossians 
3 highlights a transformative renewal that occurs when one becomes a follower of Christ.

Analysis of Distinctions

1. Greek and Jew: The mention of “neither Greek nor Jew” signifies the breaking down of ethnic 
barriers. Greeks represented Gentiles who were often seen as outsiders by Jews. In Christ, these 
divisions are abolished; both groups are equally accepted into God’s family.

2. Circumcision and Uncircumcision: This phrase refers to religious observances that once 
defined one’s standing before God. Circumcision was a sign of the covenant for Jews, while 
uncircumcision indicated Gentile status. Paul asserts that such rituals do not determine one’s 
relationship with God; faith in Christ does.

3. Barbarian and Scythian: These terms refer to those considered uncivilized or savage by 
Greco-Roman standards. Barbarians were non-Greeks who did not speak Greek, while 
Scythians were viewed as particularly barbarous people from regions north of Greece. Paul’s 
inclusion of these groups underscores that even those deemed least acceptable by society are 
welcomed into the body of Christ.

4. Bond and Free: This distinction addresses social status—slaves (bond) versus free individuals 
(free). In Christ’s eyes, both statuses hold equal value; spiritual freedom transcends social 
hierarchies.

The Centrality of Christ

The latter part of the verse declares, “but Christ is all, and in all.” This statement serves as a powerful 
conclusion to Paul’s argument about unity among believers:



• Christ is All: This phrase indicates that Jesus is sufficient for every believer’s needs—
spiritually, emotionally, and physically. He fulfills every role necessary for salvation and 
sustenance.

• Christ is in All: Here, Paul emphasizes that Christ dwells within every believer regardless of 
their background or status. This indwelling presence fosters unity among diverse members of 
the body of Christ.

Conclusion

Colossians 3:11 presents a radical vision for community among believers—a community where societal 
distinctions fade away in light of their shared identity in Christ. The verse calls Christians to embrace 
this unity and recognize that their worth comes not from external factors but from being united with 
Jesus.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 3:12 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 3:12 states, “Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, 
kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering.” This verse serves as an exhortation from the 
Apostle Paul to the believers in Colossae, encouraging them to embody certain virtues that reflect their 
identity in Christ.

“Put on therefore”

The phrase “put on therefore” signifies a deliberate action. It implies that believers are called to 
actively adopt these qualities as part of their Christian walk. The use of “therefore” connects this 
instruction to the preceding verses where Paul discusses putting off sinful behaviors. Just as one would 
change clothes, believers are encouraged to replace their old ways with new characteristics that align 
with their faith.

“as the elect of God”

Paul identifies the recipients of this letter as “the elect of God.” This term emphasizes God’s sovereign 
choice in selecting individuals for salvation. Being “elect” carries significant weight; it denotes a 
special status and relationship with God. This identity should motivate believers to live in a manner 
worthy of their calling.

“holy and beloved”

The descriptors “holy and beloved” further reinforce the believer’s identity. To be “holy” means to be 
set apart for God’s purposes; it reflects a state of purity and righteousness that comes through faith in 
Christ. The term “beloved” indicates deep affection from God towards His people. Recognizing oneself 
as both holy and loved should inspire gratitude and a desire to reflect these attributes in daily life.

“bowels of mercies”



The phrase “bowels of mercies,” or more commonly understood today as “hearts of compassion,” 
suggests an inward disposition characterized by empathy and sympathy towards others’ suffering. In 
biblical language, “bowels” often refers to one’s innermost being or emotions. Thus, Paul calls for a 
genuine concern for others that stems from deep within.

“kindness”

Following compassion is the call for “kindness.” This virtue involves acting benevolently toward others 
without expecting anything in return. Kindness is not merely about being polite; it encompasses actions 
that genuinely seek the well-being of others.

“humbleness of mind”

Next is “humbleness of mind,” which speaks to an attitude of humility. This quality requires believers 
to view themselves realistically—acknowledging their limitations while valuing others above 
themselves (Philippians 2:3). Humility is essential for fostering unity within the body of Christ.

“meekness”

The term “meekness,” often misunderstood as weakness, actually conveys strength under control. A 
meek person does not retaliate when wronged but instead responds with gentleness and patience. 
Meekness reflects Christ’s character (Matthew 11:29) and is vital for maintaining harmony among 
believers.

“longsuffering”

Finally, Paul mentions “longsuffering,” which refers to patience in enduring difficult circumstances or 
relationships without becoming angry or frustrated. Longsuffering embodies perseverance and 
resilience in love despite challenges faced within community life.

Conclusion

In summary, Colossians 3:12 encapsulates essential virtues that every believer should strive to embody
—compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience—all rooted in their identity as chosen ones 
by God. These qualities not only enhance personal spiritual growth but also contribute significantly to 
building a loving and supportive Christian community.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 3:13 (KJV)

Text of the Verse “Colossians 3:13 (KJV): Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any 
man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.”

Contextual Background The Apostle Paul wrote the letter to the Colossians to address various issues 
within the church at Colossae, including false teachings and moral conduct. In Chapter 3, Paul 
emphasizes the transformation that believers undergo in Christ and outlines how this transformation 
should manifest in their relationships with one another.



Analysis of Key Phrases

1. Forbearing One Another The term “forbearing” indicates a call for patience and endurance 
among believers. It suggests that Christians should be willing to tolerate each other’s 
shortcomings and differences. This concept is crucial in maintaining unity within the body of 
Christ, as it encourages believers to overlook minor offenses and irritations.

2. Forgiving One Another The phrase “forgiving one another” underscores the importance of 
grace in interpersonal relationships. Forgiveness is not merely an act but a disposition that 
reflects the heart of a believer who has experienced God’s forgiveness. This command implies 
that believers should be proactive in extending forgiveness when wronged.

3. If Any Man Have a Quarrel Against Any Here, Paul acknowledges that conflicts may arise 
among believers. The use of “quarrel” (translated from the Greek word “momphē,” meaning 
complaint or cause for blame) recognizes human imperfection and the inevitability of 
disagreements within any community.

4. Even as Christ Forgave You This clause serves as both motivation and standard for 
forgiveness among believers. By referencing Christ’s forgiveness, Paul reminds Christians of 
the magnitude of their own forgiveness through His sacrifice. It establishes a model for how 
they should approach forgiveness—freely, fully, and without holding grudges.

5. So Also Do Ye The concluding exhortation reinforces personal responsibility; believers are 
called to actively practice what they have received from Christ. This directive is not optional but 
rather an essential aspect of Christian living that reflects one’s identity in Christ.

Practical Application Colossians 3:13 challenges believers to embody qualities such as patience and 
forgiveness in their daily interactions with others. It calls for a community marked by grace where 
individuals strive to emulate Christ’s love and mercy towards one another.

In summary, this verse encapsulates key tenets of Christian ethics—patience in dealing with others’ 
faults and readiness to forgive as an expression of gratitude for God’s grace towards us through Jesus 
Christ.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 3:14 (KJV)

Text of the Verse “And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.”

Contextual Background In Colossians 3, the Apostle Paul addresses the Christian community in 
Colossae, urging them to live a life that reflects their new identity in Christ. He emphasizes the 
importance of shedding old behaviors associated with their former lives and adopting new virtues that 
align with their faith. This chapter serves as a practical guide for believers on how to embody their faith 
through actions and attitudes.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “And above all these things”



• This phrase indicates a hierarchy among the virtues previously mentioned in the chapter. 
Paul is not merely adding love as another virtue; he is elevating it to a position of 
supreme importance. Love is presented as essential for the Christian life, surpassing 
other qualities such as kindness, humility, and patience.

2. “put on charity”

• The term “charity” in this context translates to “love,” specifically agape love, which is 
selfless and unconditional. Paul uses the metaphor of clothing throughout this passage, 
suggesting that just as one would put on garments, believers are to actively choose to 
embody love in their interactions with others.

3. “which is the bond of perfectness”

• Here, Paul describes love as the “bond” that holds together all other virtues and qualities 
necessary for spiritual maturity and completeness (“perfectness”). The Greek word for 
“bond” (σύνδεσμος) implies a unifying force that creates harmony among diverse 
elements. Without love, individual virtues may exist but lack cohesion and purpose.

Theological Implications Paul’s assertion that love is the bond of perfectness underscores its 
foundational role in Christian ethics. Love not only fulfills but also transcends other commandments 
(Romans 13:10). It acts as both an expression of one’s relationship with God and a means by which 
believers relate to one another. In essence, love encapsulates the essence of what it means to live out 
one’s faith authentically.

Practical Application For contemporary believers, this verse serves as a reminder that while various 
attributes such as kindness and humility are important, they must be rooted in love to be genuinely 
effective. Practicing love can manifest through acts of service, forgiveness, and compassion towards 
others within both church communities and broader society.

Conclusion Colossians 3:14 encapsulates Paul’s teaching on the paramount importance of love within 
Christian living. By putting on love as an outer garment that binds together all other virtues, believers 
can achieve true spiritual completeness and reflect Christ’s character in their lives.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 3:15 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse Colossians 3:15 states, “And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the 
which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.” This verse encapsulates key themes of peace, 
unity, and gratitude that are central to the Christian life. The Apostle Paul emphasizes the importance of 
allowing Christ’s peace to govern our hearts and relationships within the church.

“And let the peace of God rule in your hearts” The phrase “let the peace of God rule” suggests an 
active choice by believers to allow God’s peace to have authority over their emotions and decisions. 
The term “rule” is translated from the Greek word “brabeueto,” which means to act as an umpire or 
judge. This implies that God’s peace should arbitrate in situations of conflict or indecision, guiding 



believers toward harmony and resolution. It is a call for Christians to prioritize inner tranquility that 
comes from their relationship with Christ over any discord or turmoil.

“to the which also ye are called in one body;” Paul reminds his readers that they have been called 
into a community—the body of Christ—where unity is essential. The phrase “in one body” refers to the 
collective identity of believers who share a common faith and purpose. This calling emphasizes that 
individual believers are not isolated but rather integral parts of a larger whole. The implication is clear: 
if each member allows Christ’s peace to govern their heart, it will foster unity and harmony within the 
church.

“and be ye thankful.” The concluding exhortation, “and be ye thankful,” reinforces an attitude of 
gratitude as fundamental to Christian living. Thankfulness is not merely a response to blessings but an 
ongoing disposition that acknowledges God’s grace and provision. In this context, being thankful 
serves as a reminder for believers to appreciate both their personal relationship with God and their 
communal ties with fellow believers. Gratitude can enhance unity by fostering positive relationships 
among members of the church.

Conclusion In summary, Colossians 3:15 calls Christians to allow the peace of Christ to govern their 
hearts actively, recognizing their calling into one body while maintaining an attitude of thankfulness. 
This verse serves as a guiding principle for interpersonal relationships within the church, emphasizing 
how divine peace can lead to unity and harmony among believers.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 3:16 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse
Colossians 3:16 reads: “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to 
the Lord.” This verse is a profound exhortation from the Apostle Paul, emphasizing the importance of 
allowing the teachings of Christ to permeate the lives of believers.

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly”
The phrase “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly” signifies an invitation for believers to allow the 
teachings and messages of Jesus Christ to take residence within their hearts and minds. The term 
“dwell” implies a sense of permanence, suggesting that these teachings should not be transient or 
superficial but should become an integral part of one’s life. The use of “richly” indicates that this 
indwelling should be abundant and overflowing, implying that believers are encouraged to immerse 
themselves deeply in Scripture and its truths.

“in all wisdom”
The addition of “in all wisdom” highlights that this indwelling is not merely about rote memorization 
or superficial knowledge. Instead, it calls for a deep understanding and application of Christ’s 
teachings. Wisdom here refers to spiritual insight that enables believers to discern how to live out these 
teachings effectively in their daily lives. It suggests a holistic approach where knowledge transforms 
into practical living guided by divine insight.



“teaching and admonishing one another”
Paul continues with “teaching and admonishing one another,” which underscores the communal aspect 
of Christian faith. Believers are not meant to live isolated lives; rather, they are called to engage with 
each other actively. Teaching involves imparting knowledge about Christ’s teachings, while 
admonishing refers to correcting or warning fellow believers when necessary. This mutual 
encouragement is essential for spiritual growth within the community.

“in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs”
The phrase “in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs” illustrates various forms of worship through 
music. Psalms refer specifically to the Old Testament songs, particularly those found in the Book of 
Psalms. Hymns typically denote songs of praise directed toward God, often reflecting theological truths 
about His nature. Spiritual songs encompass a broader category that includes any song inspired by the 
Holy Spirit, which may be spontaneous or composed by individuals expressing their faith creatively.

“singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord”
Finally, “singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord” emphasizes both attitude and audience in 
worship. Singing is an expression of joy and gratitude towards God, done from a heart filled with grace
—indicative of God’s unmerited favor towards humanity. The focus on singing “to the Lord” reminds 
believers that worship is ultimately directed toward God Himself rather than being merely an act 
performed for others’ enjoyment.

Conclusion
In summary, Colossians 3:16 serves as a powerful reminder for Christians regarding the importance of 
internalizing Christ’s teachings richly within their lives while actively engaging with one another 
through teaching, admonition, and worshipful singing. It encapsulates key elements necessary for 
fostering a vibrant Christian community centered around mutual edification through Scripture-based 
interactions.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 3:17 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse Colossians 3:17 states, “And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.” This verse serves as a profound 
summary of Christian conduct, emphasizing that every action and utterance should be aligned with the 
authority and character of Jesus Christ.

“And whatsoever ye do in word or deed” The phrase “whatsoever ye do” encompasses all aspects of 
life—both verbal expressions (“in word”) and actions (“deed”). This indicates that there is no area of 
life exempt from this directive. Every conversation we engage in and every task we undertake should 
reflect our commitment to Christ. The inclusion of both words and deeds highlights the holistic nature 
of Christian living; it is not enough to profess faith verbally without demonstrating it through actions.

“do all in the name of the Lord Jesus” To “do all in the name of the Lord Jesus” means that every 
action should be performed under His authority and for His glory. The term “name” signifies more than 
just a label; it represents His character, reputation, and mission. Therefore, Christians are called to 
ensure that their conduct aligns with what Jesus would endorse. This principle encourages believers to 



evaluate their motives and intentions behind each action, ensuring they honor Christ in everything they 
do.

“giving thanks to God and the Father by him” The concluding part of this verse emphasizes 
gratitude: “giving thanks to God and the Father by him.” This suggests that thanksgiving is an integral 
aspect of a believer’s life. It acknowledges God’s sovereignty and grace while recognizing Jesus as the 
mediator through whom we express our gratitude. The act of giving thanks reinforces a posture of 
humility and appreciation for God’s blessings, reminding believers that their ability to act righteously 
stems from divine grace.

Application for Believers Colossians 3:17 calls Christians to live out their faith actively. It challenges 
them to integrate their spiritual beliefs into everyday life—whether at home, work, or social settings—
by ensuring that every word spoken and every deed performed reflects their commitment to Christ. 
Furthermore, it encourages an attitude of thankfulness which fosters a deeper relationship with God.

In summary, this verse encapsulates essential Christian principles: comprehensive obedience to Christ’s 
teachings, alignment with His character in all aspects of life, and a continual expression of gratitude 
towards God.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 3:18 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 3:18 states, “Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord.” 
This verse is part of a larger section in Paul’s letter to the Colossians where he provides practical 
instructions for Christian living, particularly within the context of family and household relationships. 
The directive given here emphasizes the importance of mutual respect and roles within a marriage.

Understanding Submission

The term “submit” in this context comes from the Greek word “hypotassesthe,” which conveys a sense 
of voluntary cooperation rather than forced subjugation. It implies an attitude of respect and support 
towards one’s husband. This submission is not indicative of inferiority; rather, it reflects a partnership 
where each spouse has distinct roles that contribute to the harmony and functionality of the family unit.

Contextual Significance

Paul’s instruction for wives to submit to their husbands is framed within the broader Christian ethos 
that emphasizes love, respect, and mutual responsibility. The phrase “as it is fit in the Lord” indicates 
that this submission aligns with God’s design for marriage. It suggests that such behavior is appropriate 
for those who are followers of Christ and reflects their commitment to living according to His 
teachings.



Reciprocal Responsibilities

While this verse addresses wives specifically, it must be understood alongside Paul’s exhortation to 
husbands found in Colossians 3:19: “Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them.” This 
reciprocal relationship highlights that while wives are called to submit, husbands are equally charged 
with loving their wives selflessly. This mutual obligation fosters an environment where both partners 
can thrive spiritually and emotionally.

Cultural Context

In the cultural context of first-century Rome, women often had limited rights and were expected to 
adhere strictly to societal norms regarding marriage. However, Paul’s teaching introduces a 
transformative perspective by advocating for a relationship built on love and respect rather than 
dominance or oppression. The call for submission here does not endorse patriarchal tyranny but instead 
encourages a loving partnership reflective of Christ’s relationship with the Church.

Conclusion

Colossians 3:18 serves as a foundational guideline for Christian marriages by promoting an 
understanding of submission rooted in love and respect. It challenges both spouses to fulfill their God-
given roles within the family structure while emphasizing that these roles should be exercised with 
kindness and consideration.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 3:19 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse Colossians 3:19 states, “Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter 
against them.” This verse is part of a larger passage in which the Apostle Paul provides instructions for 
Christian households. It emphasizes the mutual responsibilities within marriage, particularly focusing 
on the role of husbands.

Understanding “Husbands, love your wives” The command for husbands to “love” their wives is 
significant. The Greek term used here is “agapao,” which refers to a selfless, unconditional love that 
seeks the best for others. This type of love is not merely an emotional feeling but involves actions that 
demonstrate care, respect, and commitment. In the context of Christian teaching, this love mirrors 
Christ’s love for the church (Ephesians 5:25), where He sacrificed Himself for her well-being. 
Therefore, husbands are called to embody this sacrificial love in their relationships with their wives.

Exploring “and be not bitter against them” The second part of the verse warns husbands against 
bitterness towards their wives. The term “bitter” translates from a Greek word that implies irritation or 
resentment. This admonition serves as a reminder that harshness or negative attitudes can undermine 
marital harmony and lead to emotional distress within the relationship. Paul’s instruction highlights that 
a husband’s demeanor should be characterized by kindness and understanding rather than frustration or 
hostility.

Cultural Context In the cultural context of Paul’s time, women often faced societal inequalities and 
were sometimes treated as property rather than partners. By instructing husbands to love their wives 



genuinely and avoid bitterness, Paul countered prevailing attitudes that permitted domineering 
behavior. His teachings promote a model of marriage based on mutual respect and equality.

Application in Modern Relationships This verse remains relevant today as it calls for healthy 
communication and emotional support within marriages. Husbands are encouraged to actively express 
love through both words and actions while being mindful of their attitudes toward their spouses. 
Avoiding bitterness fosters an environment where both partners can thrive emotionally and spiritually.

Conclusion Colossians 3:19 encapsulates essential principles for marital relationships among 
Christians—selfless love coupled with an attitude free from bitterness. These guidelines serve as 
foundational elements for nurturing strong and loving marriages.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 3:20 (KJV)

Text of the Verse “Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord.”

Introduction Colossians 3:20 provides a clear directive from the Apostle Paul to children regarding 
their relationship with their parents. This verse emphasizes the importance of obedience within the 
family structure, which is a recurring theme throughout Scripture.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Children” The term “children” (Greek: τέκνα, teknon) refers to offspring in relation to their 
parents. It encompasses both sons and daughters and signifies those who are still under parental 
authority. This address indicates that Paul is speaking directly to young individuals who are still 
living at home or under the care of their parents.

2. “Obey your parents” The command “obey” (Greek: ὑπακούετε, hupakouete) carries a sense of 
attentiveness and submission. It implies not just passive compliance but an active willingness to 
listen and follow parental guidance. The phrase “your parents” includes both mother and father, 
highlighting the shared authority they hold in raising their children.

3. “In all things” The phrase “in all things” (Greek: κατὰ πάντα, kata panta) suggests that 
obedience should be comprehensive and unconditional, covering every aspect of life as long as 
it does not conflict with God’s commands. This clause underscores the expectation that children 
should respect their parents’ authority in various situations.

4. “For this is well pleasing unto the Lord” The concluding part of the verse explains why 
obedience is essential—it is “well pleasing unto the Lord.” The Greek term for “well pleasing” 
(εὐάρεστον, euareston) indicates that such behavior aligns with God’s will and brings Him joy. 
This connection between obedience to parents and pleasing God reinforces the spiritual 
significance of familial relationships.

Theological Implications This verse reflects a broader biblical principle found in both the Old and 
New Testaments regarding family dynamics and authority structures. Obedience to parents is rooted in 
honoring them, as seen in Exodus 20:12, where it is included among the Ten Commandments. 
Furthermore, Paul’s instruction here aligns with his teachings elsewhere (e.g., Ephesians 6:1-3), 



emphasizing that such obedience contributes to a harmonious household and reflects one’s relationship 
with God.

Practical Application For contemporary readers, Colossians 3:20 serves as a reminder of the 
importance of respecting parental authority within Christian homes. It encourages children to cultivate 
an attitude of obedience that honors not only their parents but also God Himself. Parents can use this 
verse as a foundation for teaching their children about responsibility, respect, and faithfulness in 
familial relationships.

Conclusion Colossians 3:20 succinctly encapsulates God’s design for family order through its call for 
children to obey their parents in all matters while highlighting that such obedience pleases God 
profoundly. This verse serves as both an instruction for children and a reminder for families about the 
divine principles governing relationships within the home.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 3:21

Text of the Verse
“Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged.” (Colossians 3:21, KJV)

Contextual Background
In this passage, the Apostle Paul addresses the dynamics within the family structure, particularly 
focusing on the roles and responsibilities of fathers towards their children. This verse is part of a 
broader section where Paul outlines Christian conduct in various relationships, including those between 
husbands and wives, parents and children, and masters and servants.

Exegesis of Key Terms 

1. Fathers: The term “fathers” here signifies parental authority but can also be understood as a 
reference to parents in general. It emphasizes the responsibility that fathers hold in nurturing 
their children’s emotional and spiritual well-being.

2. Provoke not: The phrase “provoke not” translates from a Greek verb that means to stir up or 
excite. In this context, it implies that fathers should avoid actions that would irritate or incite 
negative emotions in their children.

3. Your children to anger: While some translations include “to anger,” it is important to note that 
this phrase is implied rather than explicitly stated in the original text. The focus is on preventing 
any form of provocation that could lead to resentment or bitterness.

4. Lest they be discouraged: The latter part of the verse highlights a critical outcome of 
provoking children—discouragement. This term refers to losing heart or being disheartened, 
which can have long-lasting effects on a child’s motivation and self-esteem.

Theological Implications
This verse underscores the importance of parental guidance characterized by love and understanding 
rather than harshness or unreasonable demands. It reflects God’s desire for families to operate under 
principles of grace and encouragement rather than fear and frustration.



Paul’s instruction serves as a reminder that while discipline is necessary for growth, it must be balanced 
with support and affirmation. Fathers are called to create an environment where children feel secure 
enough to express themselves without fear of constant criticism or unrealistic expectations.

Practical Applications for Parents

• Encouragement over Criticism: Parents should strive to commend their children’s efforts 
rather than solely focusing on shortcomings.

• Balanced Discipline: While rules are essential for guiding behavior, they should be 
communicated with love and clarity.

• Emotional Awareness: Understanding the emotional state of children can help parents avoid 
actions that may inadvertently provoke anger or resentment.

By adhering to these principles outlined in Colossians 3:21, parents can foster healthier relationships 
with their children, promoting an atmosphere conducive to growth and mutual respect.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 3:22 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse Colossians 3:22 reads, “Servants, obey in all things your masters according 
to the flesh; not with eye service, as men pleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God.” This verse 
provides guidance for those in servitude and emphasizes the attitude with which they should approach 
their work. It reflects a broader Christian principle of serving others while maintaining a focus on 
serving God.

Understanding ‘Servants’ The term “servants” in this context refers to bondservants or slaves, who 
were common in the Roman Empire during Paul’s time. The Greek word used here is “δοῦλος” 
(doulos), which indicates someone who is under obligation or command of another. In this verse, Paul 
addresses these individuals directly, instructing them on how to conduct themselves in their roles.

Obedience to Masters Paul commands servants to “obey in all things your masters according to the 
flesh.” This instruction highlights the expectation of complete obedience within the bounds of their 
earthly relationships. The phrase “according to the flesh” suggests that while they are to obey their 
earthly masters, they must also recognize that their ultimate allegiance is to Christ, who is their spiritual 
Master.

Not With Eye Service The admonition against “eye service” points out a common pitfall where 
servants might only perform well when being observed by their masters. This behavior is indicative of 
insincerity and a lack of genuine commitment. Paul warns against such duplicity and encourages a 
more profound integrity in one’s work ethic.

Men Pleasers vs. God Pleasers The term “men pleasers” refers to those who seek approval from 
human authorities rather than acting out of sincere devotion. Paul contrasts this with the idea that true 
service should be motivated by a desire to please God rather than merely seeking human approval or 
reward.

Singleness of Heart The phrase “in singleness of heart” emphasizes sincerity and purity of intention. It 
calls for an undivided commitment to doing one’s work well, not for show but out of genuine respect 



and reverence for God. This concept aligns with other biblical teachings about integrity and 
authenticity in one’s actions.

Fearing God Finally, Paul concludes with “fearing God,” which encapsulates the essence of Christian 
service. This fear is not one of terror but rather a deep respect and reverence for God’s authority and 
holiness. It serves as a reminder that all actions are ultimately accountable before God, encouraging 
servants to maintain high moral standards regardless of their circumstances.

Conclusion In summary, Colossians 3:22 provides timeless principles applicable not only to 
bondservants in ancient times but also to modern employees and workers today. The emphasis on 
obedience, sincerity, integrity, and reverence for God underscores the importance of approaching work 
as an act of worship rather than mere duty.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 3:23 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 3:23 states, “And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men.” This 
verse is part of a larger passage where the Apostle Paul instructs believers on how to live out their faith 
in practical ways. It emphasizes the attitude with which Christians should approach their work and 
daily activities.

“Whatsoever ye do”

The phrase “whatsoever ye do” encompasses all actions and endeavors in a believer’s life. This 
includes work, service, relationships, and any task undertaken. Paul is making it clear that there are no 
exceptions; every aspect of life should be included under this directive. The use of “whatsoever” 
indicates a comprehensive approach to living out one’s faith.

“Do it heartily”

The term “heartily” translates from the Greek word “ek psyches,” which means “from the soul.” This 
implies that believers should engage in their tasks with enthusiasm and passion. It suggests an inner 
motivation that goes beyond mere obligation or duty. The call to act heartily encourages Christians to 
invest themselves fully in whatever they are doing, reflecting a genuine commitment and joy in their 
work.

“As to the Lord”

When Paul instructs believers to do their work “as to the Lord,” he highlights the ultimate purpose 
behind their actions. This phrase shifts the focus from earthly recognition or reward to serving God 
Himself. It reminds Christians that their labor is not merely for human masters or societal approval but 
is ultimately directed toward God. This perspective fosters a sense of accountability and purpose in 
every action.



“And not unto men”

The concluding phrase, “and not unto men,” serves as a reminder that while humans may be our 
immediate audience or authority figures, our true allegiance lies with God. This distinction helps 
believers avoid seeking validation from others or being swayed by human opinions. Instead, they are 
encouraged to maintain integrity and diligence in their work because they are ultimately serving God.

Application of Colossians 3:23

In applying this verse, Christians are called to approach all aspects of life—whether at home, at work, 
or in community service—with a mindset focused on glorifying God rather than seeking personal gain 
or recognition from others. This principle can transform mundane tasks into acts of worship when done 
with the right attitude.

Believers can reflect on how they conduct themselves in various settings—are they working diligently? 
Are they motivated by love for God? By aligning their actions with this teaching, Christians can 
cultivate a lifestyle that honors God through every endeavor.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 3:24 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 3:24 states, “Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye 
serve the Lord Christ.” This verse is part of a larger passage where Paul addresses the relationship 
between servants and masters, emphasizing the importance of serving with sincerity and dedication. 
The context is crucial in understanding the implications of this verse for both bondservants in Paul’s 
time and modern readers.

Understanding “Knowing that of the Lord”

The phrase “Knowing that of the Lord” indicates a certainty or assurance that believers have regarding 
their service. It implies an awareness that their actions are not merely for earthly recognition but are 
ultimately accountable to God. This knowledge serves as motivation for believers to work diligently 
and faithfully, knowing that their true Master is watching.

“Ye Shall Receive the Reward of the Inheritance”

The term “reward of the inheritance” refers to a promise made by God to His people. In biblical terms, 
an inheritance often signifies blessings and rewards bestowed upon children or heirs. For bondservants 
who had little hope for material gain in their earthly lives, this promise was particularly encouraging. 
Paul reassures them that their faithful service will not go unnoticed; they will receive a heavenly 
reward that far surpasses any earthly compensation.

“For Ye Serve the Lord Christ”

This concluding phrase emphasizes who it is that believers ultimately serve—Jesus Christ. By 
identifying Christ as their Master, Paul elevates the status of bondservants, reminding them that they 



are not merely serving human masters but are engaged in a higher calling. This perspective transforms 
mundane tasks into acts of worship and service to God.

Application for Modern Readers

For contemporary readers, Colossians 3:24 serves as a reminder to approach work and service with 
integrity and purpose. Whether in professional settings or personal responsibilities, understanding that 
our efforts are ultimately directed towards God can inspire us to perform our duties with excellence. It 
encourages believers to view every task as an opportunity to honor Christ, reinforcing the idea that all 
work can be sacred when done with a heart aligned with God’s will.

Conclusion

In summary, Colossians 3:24 encapsulates key themes of faithfulness, divine reward, and servitude 
under Christ’s lordship. It provides both encouragement and motivation for believers to serve diligently 
while keeping their eyes fixed on eternal promises rather than temporary gains.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 3:25 (KJV)

Text of the Verse “But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath done: and there 
is no respect of persons.”

Contextual Background Colossians 3:25 is situated within a passage where the Apostle Paul 
addresses various social relationships, particularly focusing on the roles of bondservants and masters. 
This verse serves as a concluding statement to his exhortations to bondservants, emphasizing God’s 
justice and impartiality.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “But he that doeth wrong”

• The phrase “he that doeth wrong” refers to any individual who commits an injustice or 
wrongdoing. In this context, it can apply to both bondservants and masters, highlighting 
that wrongdoing is not limited by social status. The Greek term used here, “ἀδικῶν” 
(adikon), indicates a moral failure or legal transgression.

2. “shall receive for the wrong which he hath done”

• This part of the verse underscores the principle of divine justice. The phrase “shall 
receive” suggests a future recompense or judgment from God. It implies that every 
action has consequences, and those who commit wrongs will be held accountable for 
their actions. The use of “for the wrong which he hath done” reinforces the idea that 
individuals will reap what they sow, echoing biblical themes found in Galatians 6:7.

3. “and there is no respect of persons”

• This concluding clause emphasizes God’s impartiality in judgment. The phrase “no 
respect of persons” signifies that God does not show favoritism based on social status, 
wealth, or any other human distinctions. This concept aligns with other biblical 



teachings found in Romans 2:11 and James 2:1-9, where it is made clear that all 
individuals are equal before God regardless of their earthly circumstances.

Theological Implications Colossians 3:25 presents a powerful reminder about accountability and 
justice in God’s eyes. It reassures those who may suffer under unjust treatment—such as bondservants
—that their suffering does not go unnoticed by God. Furthermore, it warns those in positions of power
—like masters—that they too will face judgment for their actions.

This verse also contributes to a broader understanding of Christian ethics regarding social relationships. 
It calls for integrity among all believers, urging them to act justly regardless of their position in society.

Practical Applications

• For believers today, this verse encourages ethical behavior in all aspects of life—whether at 
work or in personal relationships.

• It serves as a reminder that one’s status does not exempt them from accountability; everyone 
must strive to live righteously.

• Additionally, it offers comfort to those facing oppression or injustice by affirming that God sees 
all actions and will administer justice accordingly.

In summary, Colossians 3:25 encapsulates essential truths about divine justice and moral responsibility 
within human relationships.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 4:1 (KJV)

Text of the Verse: “Masters, give unto your servants that which is just and equal; knowing that ye also 
have a Master in heaven.”

Analysis of the Verse:

1. Addressing Masters: The verse begins with a direct address to “masters,” indicating that it is 
speaking to those in positions of authority over others, particularly in the context of servitude or 
slavery. This reflects the social structure of the time when many individuals were bondservants 
or slaves.

2. The Command to Give: The command “give unto your servants” emphasizes an obligation on 
the part of masters. It suggests that there is a responsibility to provide for those who serve them. 
The use of “give” implies not only material support but also fair treatment and respect.

3. What is Just and Equal: The phrase “that which is just and equal” highlights two key 
principles:

• Just: This refers to what is right, fair, and lawful. Masters are instructed to ensure that 
their servants receive what they are due according to moral and legal standards.

• Equal: This term suggests equity rather than strict equality in terms of status or 
condition. It implies that while there may be differences in social standing, all 
individuals deserve fair treatment based on their contributions and rights as human 
beings.



4. Recognition of Shared Humanity: The latter part of the verse states, “knowing that ye also 
have a Master in heaven.” This serves as a reminder to masters that they themselves are under 
authority—specifically, divine authority. It reinforces the idea that all people are accountable to 
God, which should influence how they treat others.

5. Implications for Christian Ethics: This verse encapsulates a significant ethical teaching within 
Christianity regarding relationships between different social classes. It encourages compassion 
and fairness from those in power towards those who are subordinate, promoting an atmosphere 
where justice prevails.

6. Historical Context: Understanding this verse requires awareness of the historical context in 
which it was written—the Roman Empire, where slavery was prevalent and often brutal. Paul’s 
instructions reflect an early Christian approach aimed at transforming societal norms through 
principles rooted in love and mutual respect.

7. Broader Application: While specifically addressing masters and servants, this verse can be 
applied more broadly to any relationship involving authority—such as employers and 
employees today—encouraging fairness, respect, and accountability across all levels of 
interaction.

Conclusion: Colossians 4:1 serves as a profound reminder for those in positions of authority about 
their responsibilities toward those they oversee. It calls for justice and equity while recognizing the 
shared humanity among all individuals under God’s ultimate authority.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 4:2 (KJV)

1. Text of the Verse “Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving;”

2. Exegesis of Key Terms

• Continue in prayer: The phrase “continue in prayer” emphasizes the necessity of perseverance 
in prayer. The Greek term used here suggests a steadfastness and diligence that is essential for a 
believer’s spiritual life. This indicates that prayer should not be a sporadic activity but rather an 
ongoing commitment, reflecting a continuous dialogue with God.

• Watch in the same: The term “watch” implies vigilance and alertness. It suggests that believers 
should be attentive and mindful during their prayers, guarding against distractions or 
complacency. This vigilance is crucial as it helps maintain focus on God’s will and purpose.

• With thanksgiving: The inclusion of “with thanksgiving” highlights the attitude with which 
prayers should be offered. Gratitude is fundamental to Christian prayer, acknowledging God’s 
past blessings and trusting Him for future provisions. This element of thankfulness enriches the 
prayer experience, fostering a deeper relationship with God.

3. Contextual Analysis In Colossians 4, Paul transitions from discussing interpersonal relationships 
within the church to emphasizing the importance of prayer as foundational for all Christian conduct. 



This verse serves as an exhortation to the Colossian believers to remain steadfast in their 
communication with God while being vigilant about their spiritual state.

Paul’s call to “continue” indicates that prayer is not merely a duty but an essential aspect of Christian 
life that requires dedication and effort. Furthermore, by coupling vigilance with thanksgiving, Paul 
encourages believers to approach God not only with requests but also with recognition of His goodness 
and grace.

4. Practical Application For contemporary Christians, this verse serves as a reminder of the 
importance of maintaining a consistent prayer life characterized by both earnestness and gratitude. It 
challenges believers to evaluate their own prayer habits—are they persistent? Are they watchful? Are 
they thankful? 

Incorporating these elements into daily practice can lead to a more profound spiritual experience and 
foster resilience against life’s challenges.

5. Conclusion Colossians 4:2 encapsulates vital principles for effective prayer: persistence, vigilance, 
and gratitude. By adhering to these principles, believers can cultivate a richer relationship with God 
and enhance their overall spiritual health.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 4:3 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 4:3 states, “Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to 
speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds.” This verse is part of Paul’s concluding 
exhortations to the Colossian church. It emphasizes the importance of prayer and the need for divine 
assistance in proclaiming the gospel.

Contextual Background

In this epistle, Paul writes from prison, specifically under house arrest in Rome. Despite his 
circumstances, he focuses on the advancement of the gospel rather than his own plight. The mention of 
being “in bonds” highlights his commitment to Christ and the sacrifices he has made for the sake of 
spreading the gospel message.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Withal praying also for us”

• Paul encourages the Colossian believers to include him and his companions in their 
prayers. This reflects a communal aspect of faith where believers support one another 
through intercession. It underscores that even apostles like Paul require prayer and 
support from fellow Christians.

2. “that God would open unto us a door of utterance”

• The phrase “open unto us a door of utterance” signifies Paul’s desire for opportunities to 
preach effectively. The metaphor of an “open door” is commonly used in scripture to 



denote opportunities provided by God (see Acts 14:27; 1 Corinthians 16:9). Paul seeks 
not just any opportunity but one that allows him to communicate clearly and boldly 
about Christ.

3. “to speak the mystery of Christ”

• The “mystery of Christ” refers to the profound truths regarding Jesus’ person and work
—His incarnation, redemption, and grace offered to humanity. In earlier chapters 
(Colossians 1:26-27), Paul elaborates on this mystery as something previously hidden 
but now revealed through Christ. It emphasizes that understanding these truths requires 
divine revelation.

4. “for which I am also in bonds”

• Here, Paul connects his imprisonment with his mission; he is suffering because he is 
preaching this very mystery. His chains serve as a testament to his dedication and 
willingness to endure hardship for the sake of sharing Christ’s message. This statement 
serves both as an appeal for prayer and as an encouragement for believers to remain 
steadfast despite challenges.

Theological Implications

This verse highlights several theological themes:

• The Power of Prayer: It illustrates how prayer is vital in ministry work, emphasizing reliance 
on God’s power rather than human ability.

• The Role of Suffering: Paul’s imprisonment serves as a reminder that suffering can accompany 
faithfulness in ministry.

• The Nature of Gospel Proclamation: The focus on speaking “the mystery” indicates that 
sharing the gospel involves revealing deep spiritual truths that are not accessible without divine 
insight.

Conclusion

Colossians 4:3 encapsulates Paul’s request for prayer while affirming his commitment to preaching 
despite adversity. It serves as an encouragement for believers today to pray earnestly for those involved 
in ministry and recognize their own role in advancing God’s kingdom through prayerful support.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 4:4 (KJV)

Text of the Verse: “That I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.”

Contextual Background: In the epistle to the Colossians, Paul is addressing a church that is facing 
challenges from false teachings and misunderstandings about the gospel. Throughout this letter, he 
emphasizes the importance of understanding and clearly communicating the truth of Christ. In Chapter 
4, Paul shifts his focus to practical exhortations, including prayer and conduct towards outsiders.

Analysis of Key Phrases:

1. “That I may make it manifest”:



• The phrase “make it manifest” indicates Paul’s desire to reveal or clarify the message of 
the gospel. This reflects his commitment to ensuring that the truth about Christ is 
communicated effectively and understood by those who hear it. The use of “manifest” 
suggests a sense of urgency and importance in making known what was previously 
hidden or unclear—specifically, the mystery of Christ (Colossians 1:26-27).

2. “as I ought to speak”:

• Here, Paul acknowledges a responsibility in his role as an apostle. The phrase “as I 
ought to speak” implies that there is a standard or expectation for how he should 
communicate the gospel. This speaks not only to his obligation to preach with clarity but 
also with boldness and faithfulness. Paul understands that his calling requires him to 
articulate the gospel in a manner that aligns with its significance and transformative 
power.

Thematic Implications:

• Clarity in Communication: Paul’s request for prayer highlights the necessity for clarity when 
preaching the gospel. He recognizes that effective communication is vital for believers and non-
believers alike to grasp the core message of salvation through Jesus Christ.

• Dependence on Prayer: By asking for prayers from the Colossians, Paul demonstrates humility 
and reliance on God’s guidance in his ministry. It underscores that even an apostle like Paul 
seeks divine assistance in fulfilling his mission.

• Responsibility of Preachers: This verse serves as a reminder for all who proclaim God’s word 
about their duty to present it accurately and compellingly. It emphasizes that preaching is not 
merely an act but a serious responsibility that requires preparation, prayer, and dependence on 
God.

Conclusion: Colossians 4:4 encapsulates Paul’s earnest desire for clarity in preaching amidst his 
imprisonment. His acknowledgment of needing prayer reflects both humility and recognition of 
spiritual warfare involved in ministry work. This verse encourages believers today to pray for their 
leaders and strive for clear communication of their faith.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 4:5 (KJV)

Contextual Overview

Colossians 4:5 states, “Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time.” This verse 
is part of Paul’s concluding exhortations to the Colossian church. It emphasizes the importance of how 
believers interact with those outside the faith, often referred to as “them that are without.” The context 
highlights a call for Christians to live wisely and purposefully in their daily lives, particularly in 
relation to non-believers.



Walking in Wisdom

The phrase “walk in wisdom” suggests a lifestyle characterized by discernment and prudence. In the 
biblical sense, wisdom is not merely intellectual knowledge but involves applying that knowledge in 
practical ways that honor God and reflect His character. Paul encourages believers to conduct 
themselves thoughtfully and carefully among those who do not share their faith. This means being 
aware of how one’s actions and words can influence others’ perceptions of Christianity.

In practical terms, walking in wisdom involves making choices that align with Christian values while 
also being considerate of the beliefs and feelings of others. It requires an understanding of cultural 
contexts and an ability to engage with people respectfully. This approach can help bridge gaps between 
believers and non-believers, fostering opportunities for meaningful dialogue about faith.

Toward Them That Are Without

The phrase “toward them that are without” refers specifically to those who are outside the Christian 
community—non-believers or those who have not yet accepted Christ. Paul’s use of this term 
underscores a distinction between those within the church (the body of Christ) and those outside it. 

This distinction is significant because it calls Christians to be mindful of their witness. How believers 
interact with outsiders can either draw them closer to Christ or push them further away. Therefore, 
living wisely among non-believers is crucial for effective evangelism. It reflects a commitment not 
only to personal integrity but also to the mission of sharing the gospel.

Redeeming the Time

The command “redeeming the time” carries a sense of urgency and intentionality. The Greek term used 
here implies buying up or seizing opportunities as they arise. Time is portrayed as a valuable resource 
that should not be wasted; instead, it should be used effectively for good works and spiritual growth.

In this context, redeeming time means recognizing moments when one can share their faith or 
demonstrate Christ-like behavior through acts of kindness, service, or conversation. Believers are 
encouraged to make every interaction count by looking for ways to point others toward Jesus—whether 
through direct evangelism or simply by living out their faith authentically.

Conclusion

In summary, Colossians 4:5 serves as a powerful reminder for Christians regarding their conduct 
towards non-believers. By walking in wisdom and redeeming time, believers can create opportunities 
for sharing the gospel while exemplifying the love and grace of Christ in their everyday interactions.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 4:6 (KJV)

Text of the Verse “Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye 
ought to answer every man.”

Introduction In this verse, the Apostle Paul provides guidance on how Christians should conduct their 
conversations, particularly in relation to those outside the faith. The emphasis is on the manner and 
content of speech, which should reflect the character of Christ and be beneficial to others.



“Let your speech be alway with grace” The phrase “let your speech be alway with grace” indicates 
that all communication should embody grace. This means that believers are called to speak in a way 
that reflects God’s kindness and favor. Graceful speech is not merely polite; it is infused with love and 
compassion. It suggests an attitude of humility and respect towards others, regardless of their beliefs or 
attitudes. This aligns with the broader biblical principle found in Ephesians 4:29, where Paul 
encourages believers to use words that build up rather than tear down.

“seasoned with salt” The metaphor “seasoned with salt” carries multiple layers of meaning. Salt was 
used in ancient times as a preservative and flavor enhancer. In this context, it implies that Christian 
speech should preserve truth and righteousness while also being engaging and appealing. Just as salt 
enhances food’s flavor, gracious speech makes conversations more palatable and meaningful. 
Furthermore, this seasoning serves as a safeguard against insipidity—speech that lacks substance or 
interest. The reference to salt also evokes the idea of wisdom; wise words can make even mundane 
topics interesting.

“that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man” The concluding clause emphasizes 
preparation and discernment in responding to others. The phrase “that ye may know how ye ought to 
answer every man” underscores the importance of being equipped to provide thoughtful answers when 
questioned about one’s faith or beliefs. This requires both knowledge of Scripture and an understanding 
of the audience’s perspective. It reflects Peter’s exhortation in 1 Peter 3:15 about being ready to give an 
answer for the hope within us but doing so “with gentleness and respect.” 

Conclusion Colossians 4:6 serves as a powerful reminder for Christians regarding their verbal 
interactions with others. By ensuring our speech is characterized by grace and seasoned with wisdom, 
we can effectively communicate our faith while fostering positive relationships with those around us.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 4:7 (KJV)

Text of the Verse “All my state shall Tychicus declare unto you, who is a beloved brother, and a 
faithful minister and fellowservant in the Lord.”

Introduction to the Context Colossians 4:7 serves as a transition in Paul’s letter to the Colossians, 
where he begins to provide personal updates and commendations regarding his companions. This verse 
specifically introduces Tychicus, who plays a significant role in conveying information about Paul’s 
circumstances while he is imprisoned.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “All my state shall Tychicus declare unto you”

• The phrase “all my state” refers to Paul’s current situation, encompassing both his 
physical condition and spiritual status during his imprisonment. Paul emphasizes that 
Tychicus will provide comprehensive information about him, indicating trust in 
Tychicus’s ability to communicate effectively with the Colossian church.



• The use of “declare” suggests that Tychicus will not only relay news but also explain the 
implications of Paul’s circumstances for the believers in Colosse.

2. “who is a beloved brother”

• By calling Tychicus “a beloved brother,” Paul highlights their close relationship rooted 
in Christian fellowship. The term “beloved” (Greek: agapetos) signifies deep affection 
and respect, suggesting that Tychicus holds a special place within Paul’s circle of 
companions.

• This designation also serves to reinforce the idea of unity among believers, emphasizing 
that they are part of one family in Christ.

3. “and a faithful minister”

• The term “faithful minister” (Greek: pistos diakonos) underscores Tychicus’s reliability 
and dedication to serving God and His people. As a minister, he is involved in active 
service within the church, likely fulfilling various roles such as teaching or pastoral care.

• This description aligns with Paul’s own understanding of ministry as one characterized 
by faithfulness and commitment to God’s work.

4. “and fellowservant in the Lord”

• Referring to Tychicus as a “fellowservant” (Greek: sundoulos) indicates equality in 
service between Paul and Tychicus. It suggests that both are engaged in serving Christ 
together, reinforcing the collaborative nature of ministry.

• The phrase “in the Lord” emphasizes that their service is not merely for personal gain or 
recognition but is motivated by their shared commitment to Jesus Christ.

Conclusion Colossians 4:7 encapsulates key themes of fellowship, service, and mutual support within 
the body of Christ. Through this verse, Paul not only commends Tychicus but also reassures the 
Colossian believers that they will receive accurate updates about him during his time of trial. This 
personal touch adds warmth to Paul’s letter and strengthens the bond between him and those he 
addresses.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 4:8 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse Colossians 4:8 states, “Whom I have sent unto you for this very purpose, 
that he may know your estate, and comfort your hearts.” This verse is part of Paul’s concluding 
remarks in his letter to the Colossians. It highlights the importance of personal communication and 
encouragement within the Christian community.

Contextual Background In this epistle, Paul addresses various issues concerning the Colossian 
church, including false teachings and the need for spiritual maturity. He emphasizes the significance of 
love, unity, and encouragement among believers. The mention of Tychicus in this verse serves as a 
bridge between Paul’s ministry in prison and the needs of the Colossian church.



Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Whom I have sent unto you”

• Paul refers to Tychicus as his messenger. The act of sending someone personally 
signifies a deep concern for the recipients. In a time when communication was limited, 
sending a trusted companion was crucial for conveying messages accurately.

2. “for this very purpose”

• This phrase indicates that there is a specific intention behind Tychicus’s visit. Paul is 
deliberate in his actions; he does not send Tychicus without reason but with clear 
objectives in mind.

3. “that he may know your estate”

• Here, “estate” refers to the condition or situation of the Colossian believers. Paul desires 
that Tychicus will gather firsthand information about their spiritual health and 
circumstances. This reflects Paul’s pastoral heart; he wants to be informed about their 
struggles and triumphs.

4. “and comfort your hearts”

• The word “comfort” implies providing solace or encouragement. Paul understands that 
knowledge of one another’s situations can lead to mutual support and upliftment within 
the body of Christ. Tychicus is not only a bearer of news but also an encourager who can 
provide emotional and spiritual support.

Theological Implications This verse underscores several theological themes:

• Community: The necessity of personal relationships within the church is emphasized here. 
Believers are called to care for one another actively.

• Encouragement: The role of encouragement in maintaining faith is vital; it shows how God 
uses individuals like Tychicus to minister to others.

• Communication: Effective communication is essential for fostering unity and understanding 
among believers.

Conclusion Colossians 4:8 encapsulates Paul’s pastoral concern for the Colossian church through his 
sending of Tychicus. It illustrates how personal connections and encouragement are integral parts of 
Christian fellowship.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 4:9 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 4:9 states, “With Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They shall 
make known unto you all things which are done here.” This verse serves as a significant point in the 
Apostle Paul’s letter to the Colossians, highlighting both the character of Onesimus and his role in 
communicating important news from Paul.



Contextual Background

To fully understand this verse, it is essential to consider its context within the epistle. The Apostle Paul 
wrote this letter while imprisoned in Rome, addressing various issues concerning the Colossian church. 
He emphasizes themes such as Christ’s supremacy and the importance of Christian conduct. In this 
concluding section, Paul mentions two individuals—Tychicus and Onesimus—who are entrusted with 
delivering his message.

Characterization of Onesimus

The description of Onesimus as “a faithful and beloved brother” is particularly noteworthy. The term 
“faithful” indicates that Onesimus has proven himself trustworthy in his new role as a Christian leader 
and messenger. This transformation is significant considering his past as a runaway slave who had fled 
from Philemon, a member of the Colossian church. His previous actions could have led to severe 
consequences under Roman law; however, through his encounter with Paul, he has become a devoted 
follower of Christ.

The phrase “beloved brother” further emphasizes the close relationship that has developed between 
Paul and Onesimus. It reflects not only Paul’s affection for him but also signifies that Onesimus is now 
part of the Christian community—a family united by faith regardless of social status or past mistakes.

Cultural Implications

In first-century Roman society, slavery was commonplace, and runaway slaves faced harsh penalties if 
caught. By referring to Onesimus as “one of you,” Paul underscores that spiritual identity transcends 
social hierarchies. This statement implies that Onesimus is no longer merely a slave but rather an equal 
member within the body of Christ alongside other believers in Colossae.

Role in Communication

The latter part of the verse states that Tychicus and Onesimus “shall make known unto you all things 
which are done here.” This indicates their role as messengers who will provide updates about Paul’s 
situation in Rome and possibly share additional teachings or encouragements not included in the 
written letter. Their presence would serve to strengthen ties between Paul and the Colossian church by 
providing firsthand accounts of his ministry despite being physically separated.

Conclusion

Colossians 4:9 encapsulates themes of redemption, fellowship, and communication within the early 
church. It highlights how individuals like Onesimus can experience profound transformation through 
faith in Christ and become integral parts of their communities. The verse serves as an encouragement 
for believers to recognize each other’s worth beyond societal labels and to support one another through 
shared experiences.



Verse Commentary on Colossians 4:10 (KJV)

Text of the Verse: “Aristarchus my fellow prisoner saluteth you, and Marcus, sister’s son to Barnabas, 
(touching whom ye received commandments: if he come unto you, receive him.)”

Contextual Background: In this closing section of the Epistle to the Colossians, Paul sends greetings 
from those who are with him during his imprisonment. This verse specifically mentions Aristarchus 
and Mark, both significant figures in early Christianity. Understanding their backgrounds helps 
illuminate the meaning of this verse.

Analysis of Key Terms:

1. “Aristarchus my fellow prisoner”:

• Aristarchus is identified as a “fellow prisoner,” which indicates a close association with 
Paul during his time of imprisonment. The term “fellow prisoner” suggests that 
Aristarchus either shared in Paul’s imprisonment or was present with him in a supportive 
capacity. This reflects the camaraderie and loyalty among early Christians, especially 
during times of persecution.

2. “saluteth you”:

• The act of sending greetings is a common practice in epistolary literature and serves to 
strengthen community ties among believers. It shows that even while imprisoned, Paul 
maintains connections with other churches and encourages mutual support among them.

3. “and Marcus, sister’s son to Barnabas”:

• Here, Mark is introduced as “sister’s son to Barnabas,” indicating a familial relationship 
that likely adds weight to his recommendation. This connection may have been intended 
to reassure the Colossians about Mark’s character and reliability, especially considering 
his earlier departure from Paul’s first missionary journey (Acts 13:13).

4. “(touching whom ye received commandments”:

• The phrase suggests that prior instructions regarding Mark had been communicated to 
the Colossians. These commandments likely pertained to how they should treat Mark 
upon his arrival, indicating that there was some concern or previous discussion about 
him.

5. “if he come unto you, receive him”:

• Paul emphasizes the importance of welcoming Mark should he arrive in Colosse. This 
instruction underscores themes of forgiveness and reconciliation within the Christian 
community, particularly since Mark had previously caused a rift between Paul and 
Barnabas (Acts 15:39). By urging them to receive Mark warmly, Paul advocates for 
unity and acceptance.

Theological Implications: This verse highlights several key theological themes:

• Fellowship: The relationships among early Christians were characterized by mutual support 
and encouragement.



• Reconciliation: Paul’s call for the Colossians to accept Mark illustrates the importance of 
forgiveness and restoration within the body of Christ.

• Community: The greetings serve as a reminder that believers are interconnected; their actions 
affect one another.

Conclusion: Colossians 4:10 encapsulates important aspects of early Christian life—loyalty among 
believers, reconciliation after conflict, and communal support during trials. Through these greetings, 
Paul not only conveys personal messages but also reinforces essential teachings about unity in Christ.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 4:11 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse Colossians 4:11 states, “And Jesus, which is called Justus, who are of the 
circumcision. These only are my fellowworkers unto the kingdom of God, which have been a comfort 
unto me.” This verse is part of the Apostle Paul’s closing remarks in his letter to the Colossians, where 
he acknowledges and commends certain individuals who have supported him during his imprisonment.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “And Jesus, which is called Justus”

• The name “Jesus” (Greek: Ἰησοῦς) was a common name among Jews, equivalent to 
“Joshua,” meaning “Yahweh is salvation.” The addition of “which is called Justus” 
indicates that this individual was known by a Latin name, “Justus,” which means “the 
just” or “righteous.” This dual naming reflects the cultural context of the early Christian 
community where individuals often had both a Hebrew and a Roman name.

2. “who are of the circumcision”

• This phrase identifies Jesus Justus as one of the Jewish Christians. The term 
“circumcision” refers to those who were born Jewish or converted to Judaism and 
highlights their ethnic and religious background. It sets him apart from Gentile believers 
and emphasizes the diversity within the early church.

3. “These only are my fellowworkers unto the kingdom of God”

• Paul expresses that these three men—Aristarchus, Mark, and Jesus Justus—are his only 
fellow workers among those of Jewish descent. The word “only” suggests a sense of 
disappointment regarding other Jewish Christians who may not have supported him 
during his trials. It underscores their loyalty and commitment to Paul’s ministry in 
advancing God’s kingdom.

4. “which have been a comfort unto me”

• The term “comfort” comes from the Greek word “παρηγορία” (parēgoria), which 
implies soothing relief or encouragement. Paul acknowledges that these men provided 
him with emotional and spiritual support during his time in prison. Their presence was 
significant in alleviating his loneliness and distress as he faced challenges for preaching 
the Gospel.



Contextual Significance This verse encapsulates several themes prevalent in Paul’s letters:

• Fellowship in Ministry: Paul often emphasizes collaboration among believers in spreading the 
Gospel message.

• Support During Trials: The mention of comfort highlights how essential companionship is for 
those enduring hardships.

• Cultural Diversity: By identifying both Jewish and Gentile believers within his circle, Paul 
illustrates the inclusive nature of Christianity.

Conclusion Colossians 4:11 serves as an important reminder of the value of faithful companions in 
ministry and how they can provide much-needed support during difficult times. It also reflects Paul’s 
broader mission to unite believers across cultural lines for the sake of advancing God’s kingdom.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 4:12 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse Colossians 4:12 reads: “Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, 
saluteth you, always labouring fervently for you in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and complete in 
all the will of God.” This verse highlights the character and dedication of Epaphras, a key figure in the 
early church and a representative of the Colossian believers.

Epaphras’ Identity The verse begins by identifying Epaphras as “one of you,” emphasizing his 
connection to the Colossian church. This phrase indicates that he is not an outsider but rather a member 
of their community. His role as “a servant of Christ” further establishes his commitment to Jesus and 
his mission. The term “servant” (doulos in Greek) conveys a sense of humility and devotion, 
suggesting that Epaphras has willingly submitted himself to serve Christ and His followers.

His Greeting Epaphras sends greetings to the Colossians. This simple act reflects his ongoing concern 
for their well-being despite being physically distant from them. It signifies that even while he is away, 
he remains connected to them spiritually.

Labouring Fervently in Prayer The phrase “always labouring fervently for you in prayers” illustrates 
Epaphras’ deep commitment to intercessory prayer on behalf of the Colossian believers. The word 
“labouring” implies strenuous effort; it suggests that his prayers are not casual or superficial but rather 
intense and heartfelt. The use of “fervently” indicates an emotional investment in these prayers, 
highlighting the seriousness with which he approaches this spiritual discipline.

Purpose of His Prayers Epaphras prays with a specific purpose: “that ye may stand perfect and 
complete in all the will of God.” Here, Paul reveals the aim behind Epaphras’ intercession. He desires 
for the Colossians to be spiritually mature (“perfect”) and fully assured (“complete”) in understanding 
and fulfilling God’s will for their lives. This reflects a broader theme within Paul’s letters regarding 
spiritual growth and maturity among believers.

Spiritual Maturity The terms “perfect” and “complete” do not imply sinlessness but rather denote a 
state of spiritual maturity where believers are equipped to navigate challenges and remain steadfast in 
their faith. Paul emphasizes that such maturity comes from being rooted in God’s will, which is 
essential for standing firm against false teachings or trials.



Conclusion Colossians 4:12 serves as both an encouragement and an example for Christians today. It 
underscores the importance of prayerful support within the body of Christ and highlights how dedicated 
individuals like Epaphras can impact their communities through fervent intercession. Believers are 
called to emulate this spirit by praying earnestly for one another’s growth in faith.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 4:13 (KJV)

Text of the Verse: “For I bear him record, that he hath a great zeal for you, and them that are in 
Laodicea and them in Hierapolis.”

Contextual Background: Colossians 4:13 is part of the Apostle Paul’s closing remarks in his letter to 
the church at Colossae. This epistle addresses various issues concerning doctrine, ethics, and 
community life among believers. Paul is concluding his thoughts by acknowledging the efforts of 
Epaphras, a key figure who has been instrumental in ministering to the churches in this tri-city area 
comprising Colossae, Laodicea, and Hierapolis.

Analysis of Key Phrases:

1. “For I bear him record”:

• The phrase indicates that Paul is providing a personal testimony regarding Epaphras. 
The use of “bear him record” (Greek: martureo) suggests a formal declaration or witness 
to Epaphras’s character and actions. Paul emphasizes that he has firsthand knowledge of 
Epaphras’s dedication.

2. “that he hath a great zeal for you”:

• The term “great zeal” reflects Epaphras’s passionate concern for the spiritual well-being 
of the believers in Colossae. This zeal is not merely emotional; it translates into action as 
he prays fervently for their growth and maturity in faith.

3. “and them that are in Laodicea and them in Hierapolis”:

• By mentioning Laodicea and Hierapolis alongside Colossae, Paul highlights the 
interconnectedness of these communities. It shows that Epaphras’s ministry extends 
beyond just one church; he cares deeply for all Christians within this geographical 
region. This also serves to remind readers of the broader Christian community and their 
shared struggles and triumphs.

Theological Implications: This verse underscores several important theological themes:

• Intercessory Prayer: Epaphras’s commitment to prayer for others exemplifies the biblical 
principle of intercession, where believers are called to pray earnestly for one another.

• Community Responsibility: The mention of multiple cities emphasizes the collective 
responsibility Christians have towards one another across different congregations. It encourages 
unity among believers regardless of their local church affiliations.

• Spiritual Leadership: Epaphras serves as an example of effective spiritual leadership 
characterized by genuine care and diligence for others’ spiritual health.



Conclusion: Colossians 4:13 encapsulates Paul’s commendation of Epaphras as a devoted servant who 
exhibits deep concern for fellow believers. His example serves as an encouragement for all Christians 
to engage actively in prayer and support for one another within their communities.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 4:14 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse
Colossians 4:14 reads, “Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas greet you.” This verse is part of the 
concluding remarks in Paul’s letter to the Colossians, where he sends greetings from his companions. 
The mention of these individuals provides insight into Paul’s relationships and the dynamics within the 
early Christian community.

Analysis of Key Components

1. “Luke, the beloved physician,” 

• Identification of Luke: Luke is identified as a physician, which highlights his 
professional background. This designation not only emphasizes his medical expertise but 
also indicates his role as a companion to Paul during his missionary journeys. The term 
“beloved” suggests a close personal relationship between Paul and Luke, indicating that 
Luke was not just a colleague but also a dear friend.

• Significance of His Profession: The reference to Luke as a physician may imply that he 
provided care for Paul during times of illness or distress. It also underscores the diversity 
within early Christianity, showcasing how individuals from various professions 
contributed to the spread of the Gospel.

2. “and Demas greet you.” 

• Introduction of Demas: Unlike Luke, Demas is mentioned without any commendatory 
description. This absence is significant and foreshadows future developments in 
Demas’s relationship with Paul. In later writings, specifically in 2 Timothy 4:10, Paul 
notes that Demas deserted him because he loved this present world.

• Contrast with Luke: The juxtaposition of Demas with Luke serves to highlight two 
different paths within the Christian faith—one of steadfastness and loyalty (represented 
by Luke) versus one of abandonment (represented by Demas). This contrast serves as a 
cautionary tale about perseverance in faith.

3. The Greeting Context: 

• Purpose of Greetings: The greetings serve multiple purposes: they connect Paul with 
the Colossian church, affirming their shared faith and community ties; they provide 
encouragement through mutual support among believers; and they illustrate the network 
of relationships that existed among early Christians.

• Implications for Early Church Dynamics: By mentioning these companions, Paul 
emphasizes the importance of fellowship and collaboration in ministry. It reflects an 
understanding that no one serves alone in their Christian walk; rather, they are part of a 
larger body working together for God’s purposes.



Conclusion
In summary, Colossians 4:14 encapsulates key themes such as friendship, professional identity within 
ministry, and contrasting faithfulness among believers. Through this simple greeting, we gain insight 
into both individual character traits and broader communal dynamics in early Christianity.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 4:15 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Colossians 4:15 states, “Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea, and Nymphas, and the church which 
is in his house.” This verse is part of the concluding remarks of Paul’s letter to the Colossian church. It 
highlights the interconnectedness of early Christian communities and emphasizes the importance of 
fellowship among believers.

Salutation to the Brethren in Laodicea

The phrase “Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea” indicates Paul’s desire for unity and connection 
among Christians in neighboring cities. Laodicea was approximately twelve miles from Colossae, and 
Paul acknowledges the existence of a Christian community there. By sending greetings to them, he 
reinforces the idea that believers are part of a larger body of Christ, transcending geographical 
boundaries. This salutation serves as an encouragement for mutual support and recognition among 
different congregations.

Mention of Nymphas

Paul specifically mentions “Nymphas,” who is likely a prominent member of the Laodicean church. 
The name Nymphas may be derived from Nymphodorus, suggesting he could have been a person of 
some influence or wealth within that community. His inclusion in this greeting signifies his importance 
and possibly his role as a leader or host for gatherings. The mention also reflects how personal 
relationships were integral to early church life.

The Church in His House

The latter part of the verse states, “and the church which is in his house.” This phrase underscores a 
significant aspect of early Christianity: worship often took place in private homes rather than dedicated 
church buildings. The reference to a “church” meeting in Nymphas’ house illustrates how domestic 
spaces served as venues for fellowship, teaching, and communal worship during this period. It 
highlights both hospitality and practicality within early Christian communities.

Significance of House Churches

House churches were common in the first century due to various factors such as persecution and lack of 
formal places for worship. They provided safe environments where believers could gather without fear. 
The mention of Nymphas’ house suggests that it was large enough to accommodate a group for 
worship, indicating that he may have been well-off or had a supportive family structure conducive to 
hosting such gatherings.



Conclusion

In summary, Colossians 4:15 encapsulates key themes present throughout Paul’s letters: community, 
hospitality, and interconnectedness among believers. By greeting both individuals and groups across 
city lines, Paul fosters unity within the body of Christ while also acknowledging specific contributions 
made by individuals like Nymphas.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 4:16 (KJV)

Text of the Verse: “And when this epistle is read among you, cause that it be read also in the church of 
the Laodiceans; and that ye likewise read the epistle from Laodicea.”

Contextual Background: Colossians 4:16 is part of Paul’s concluding remarks in his letter to the 
church at Colosse. This epistle was written during Paul’s imprisonment, likely in Rome, and addresses 
various theological issues and practical instructions for Christian living. The mention of reading letters 
publicly reflects the early church’s practice of sharing apostolic teachings among congregations.

Exegesis of Key Phrases:

1. “And when this epistle is read among you”:

• Paul emphasizes the importance of public reading within the church community. The 
term “this epistle” refers specifically to the letter he has just penned to the Colossians. 
Public reading served as a means for teaching and reinforcing doctrinal truths among 
believers.

2. “cause that it be read also in the church of the Laodiceans”:

• Paul instructs that after the Colossian congregation has heard his letter, it should be sent 
to Laodicea, a nearby city with its own Christian community. This directive underscores 
a sense of unity and shared learning among early Christians, as they faced similar 
challenges from false teachings.

3. “and that ye likewise read the epistle from Laodicea”:

• The reference to an “epistle from Laodicea” introduces an intriguing aspect of early 
Christian correspondence. While there is no surviving text identified as such, it suggests 
that Paul had written another letter intended for the Laodicean church. This instruction 
implies mutual edification—what one church learns can benefit another.

Theological Implications: This verse highlights several key themes:

• Community and Sharing: The early church was characterized by communal learning and 
sharing resources, including letters from apostles.

• Authority of Apostolic Teaching: By commanding these readings, Paul affirms his authority as 
an apostle whose writings are meant for collective instruction.

• Preservation of Doctrine: The practice of circulating letters contributed to preserving sound 
doctrine amidst emerging heresies.



Conclusion: Colossians 4:16 serves as a reminder of the interconnectedness within early Christian 
communities and emphasizes the significance of Scripture being shared and taught collectively. It 
illustrates how apostolic teachings were not confined to individual congregations but were meant to 
circulate widely for mutual growth in faith.

Verse Commentary on Colossians 4:17 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse Colossians 4:17 states, “And say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry 
which thou hast received in the Lord, that thou fulfil it.” This verse serves as a significant exhortation 
from the Apostle Paul to Archippus, who is believed to be a leader within the church at Colossae. The 
context of this admonition highlights the importance of diligence and faithfulness in ministry.

Addressing Archippus The verse begins with a direct address to Archippus. The use of “say to 
Archippus” indicates that Paul is communicating a message intended specifically for him. This 
personal touch suggests that Archippus held an important role within the church community, likely as a 
minister or overseer. His name appears in Philemon 1:2 alongside Philemon and Apphia, indicating his 
close association with them and his involvement in their house church.

The Call to Attention Paul instructs the church to “Take heed” regarding Archippus’s ministry. The 
phrase “take heed” (Greek: blepō) implies a strong sense of vigilance and careful attention. It 
emphasizes that Archippus should not only be aware of his responsibilities but also actively engage 
with them. This call for attentiveness suggests that there may have been concerns about his 
commitment or performance in his ministerial duties.

Understanding ‘Ministry’ The term “ministry” (Greek: diakonia) refers broadly to service or work 
done on behalf of others, particularly in a spiritual context. In this instance, it denotes the specific 
calling or assignment that Archippus has received from God. The phrase “which thou hast received in 
the Lord” underscores that this ministry is divinely appointed; it is not merely a human endeavor but 
one rooted in Christ’s authority and purpose.

The Importance of Fulfillment Paul concludes with an imperative for Archippus to “fulfil it.” The 
verb “fulfil” (Greek: plēroō) means to complete or bring to fullness. This indicates that there are 
expectations associated with his ministry—Archippus is called not just to start but also to see through 
his responsibilities until they reach their intended completion. This reflects a broader biblical principle 
where believers are encouraged to persevere in their God-given tasks despite challenges or distractions.

Conclusion In summary, Colossians 4:17 serves as both an encouragement and a reminder for 
Archippus regarding his role within the church. It highlights themes of accountability, divine calling, 
and perseverance in fulfilling one’s ministry responsibilities. Paul’s words resonate beyond Archippus’s 
immediate context; they serve as timeless guidance for all believers engaged in various forms of 
service within the body of Christ.



Verse Commentary on Colossians 4:18 (KJV)

Text of the Verse: “The salutation by the hand of me Paul. Remember my bonds. Grace be with you. 
Amen.”

1. The Salutation by the Hand of Me Paul In this phrase, Paul emphasizes the authenticity of his 
letter by personally signing it. It was customary for Paul to dictate his letters to an amanuensis (a 
secretary or scribe) who would write down the content. However, he would often add a personal note or 
salutation at the end to ensure that the recipients recognized it as genuinely from him. This practice 
served as a safeguard against forgery and counterfeiting, which were common concerns in the early 
church.

Paul’s use of “the hand of me” indicates a personal touch, highlighting his connection and care for the 
recipients in Colosse. This is consistent with other epistles where he similarly affirms his authorship 
(e.g., 1 Corinthians 16:21; 2 Thessalonians 3:17).

2. Remember My Bonds The phrase “Remember my bonds” serves as a poignant reminder of Paul’s 
imprisonment at the time he wrote this letter. He was under house arrest in Rome, chained to a guard, 
and facing uncertainty regarding his future (Acts 28:30-31). By asking them to remember his bonds, 
Paul is not merely seeking sympathy; rather, he is encouraging them to recognize the cost of 
discipleship and faithfulness to Christ.

This request also serves multiple purposes:

• Encouragement: By recalling Paul’s sufferings, the Colossians are reminded of their own 
struggles and encouraged to remain steadfast in their faith.

• Intercession: Paul desires their prayers for him during his confinement, hoping that they will 
pray for his release or strength in enduring his circumstances.

• Example: His chains symbolize both suffering for Christ and unwavering commitment to 
spreading the Gospel despite adversity.

3. Grace Be With You The concluding phrase “Grace be with you” encapsulates Paul’s message 
throughout this epistle—the central theme of grace as a gift from God through Jesus Christ. This 
benediction reflects Paul’s deep desire for God’s grace to permeate every aspect of their lives.

In this context:

• Divine Favor: Paul wishes for God’s unmerited favor to be upon them, enabling them to live 
out their Christian faith effectively.

• Spiritual Strength: The grace mentioned here is not just about salvation but also encompasses 
empowerment for daily living and perseverance amid trials.

• Community Bonding: By invoking grace upon them collectively, Paul fosters unity within the 
church community as they rely on God’s grace together.

4. Amen The word “Amen” signifies agreement and affirmation of what has been stated. It acts as a 
closing seal on Paul’s thoughts and wishes for the Colossians, reinforcing that what he has written is 
both sincere and heartfelt.



In summary, Colossians 4:18 serves as a powerful conclusion to Paul’s letter—asserting authenticity 
through personal salutation, reminding believers of shared struggles in faith through remembrance of 
bonds, extending God’s grace as essential for Christian living, and affirming these sentiments with an 
emphatic “Amen.”

Conclusion of the Book of Colossians

The Book of Colossians serves as a profound theological treatise that emphasizes the supremacy and 
sufficiency of Jesus Christ in all aspects of life. Written by the Apostle Paul during his imprisonment, 
this epistle addresses the challenges faced by the early church in Colossae, particularly the influence of 
false teachings that sought to undermine their faith. The conclusion encapsulates several key themes 
and exhortations that are essential for understanding the message Paul intended to convey.

The Supremacy of Christ

At the heart of Colossians is the assertion that Jesus Christ is supreme over all creation. Paul articulates 
this in a series of powerful statements, emphasizing that Christ is “the image of the invisible God” 
(Colossians 1:15) and that “in Him all things were created” (Colossians 1:16). This foundational truth 
serves to remind believers that no human philosophy or religious practice can compare to the fullness 
found in Christ. His authority extends over every aspect of existence, making Him not only central to 
Christian faith but also essential for spiritual fulfillment.

Reconciliation Through His Sacrifice

Paul underscores the significance of Jesus’ sacrificial death on the cross as a means of reconciliation 
between humanity and God. In Colossians 1:20, he states that through Christ’s blood, peace was made 
with all things—both on earth and in heaven. This reconciliation is pivotal for believers, as it assures 
them of their standing before God and highlights that salvation cannot be earned through human effort 
or adherence to legalistic practices.

Call to Faithfulness

In light of these truths, Paul exhorts the Colossian believers to remain steadfast in their faith. He 
emphasizes that their salvation is contingent upon their continued belief in Christ (Colossians 1:23). 
This call to perseverance is crucial; it reminds Christians today that while grace is freely given, it 
requires an active response characterized by faithfulness and commitment to living according to God’s 
will.

Practical Implications for Christian Living

The latter sections of Colossians provide practical guidance on how believers should live out their new 
identity in Christ. Paul encourages them to put away sinful behaviors and embrace virtues such as 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience (Colossians 3:12-13). These ethical 
instructions are rooted in the understanding that Christians are called to reflect Christ’s character in 
their daily lives.



Unity Within the Body of Christ

Another significant theme addressed by Paul is unity within the church community. He stresses the 
importance of mutual support among believers, urging them to forgive one another just as they have 
been forgiven by Christ (Colossians 3:13). This emphasis on community reflects God’s design for His 
people—to live together in harmony while encouraging one another in their spiritual journeys.

Final Exhortation and Encouragement

As Paul concludes his letter, he offers personal greetings and encouragements which serve to reinforce 
his connection with fellow believers despite physical distance. His closing remarks remind readers that 
they are part of a larger body—the Church—that transcends geographical boundaries. This sense of 
belonging provides comfort and motivation for Christians facing trials or temptations.

In summary, the Book of Colossians presents a comprehensive view of who Jesus is—His divine 
nature, His role as Savior, and His authority over all creation—and calls believers to respond 
with faithfulness and ethical living reflective of their new identity in Him. The teachings found 
within this epistle continue to resonate today as they challenge Christians to uphold the truth about 
Christ against any form of deception or distraction from genuine faith.

Dr. Paul Crawford is more than just a Christian Author; His books are a source of inspiration 
and guidance on your spiritual journey. His books are created with a deep sense of faith and a 
desire to uplift and inspire all who read. 


