
Introduction to Revelation Chapter 6 

Revelation chapter 6 marks the beginning of the Lamb’s opening of the seven seals and the unfolding 

of divine judgment upon the earth. The throne has been revealed, the scroll has been secured, and the 

Lamb has been declared worthy. Now the redemptive and judicial purposes of God begin to move 

visibly into history. 

As the first four seals are opened, the familiar imagery of the Four Horsemen emerges—symbols of 

conquest, warfare, famine, and death. These riders represent escalating global turmoil, demonstrating 

that judgment unfolds progressively and under divine authorization. None of these forces act 

independently; each proceeds only when summoned by the Lamb. The chaos of the earth is not 

random—it is governed. 

The fifth seal shifts the focus from earthly devastation to heavenly perspective. John sees the souls of 

martyrs beneath the altar, crying out for justice. Their plea reveals that persecution and suffering are 

neither unnoticed nor forgotten. God’s justice may appear delayed, but it is never absent. The martyrs 

are given white robes and told to rest a little longer, reminding readers that divine timing governs 

ultimate vindication. 

The sixth seal introduces cosmic disturbance—earthquakes, darkened skies, and widespread terror. 

Kings, commanders, and the powerful alike recognize that they are facing “the wrath of the Lamb.” 

The paradox is striking: the Lamb who redeemed through sacrifice now executes righteous judgment. 

Revelation 6 establishes the sobering reality that God’s holiness demands justice. It also affirms that the 

unfolding tribulation is not chaotic disaster but purposeful progression toward final accountability. The 

chapter closes with a piercing question: “For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to 

stand?” That question prepares the reader for the assurance and sealing described in the following 

chapter. 

This chapter calls believers to sober vigilance, steadfast faith, and confidence that even in judgment, 

the Lamb remains sovereign. 

Heavenly Father, 

As we open Revelation chapter 6, steady our hearts before the reality of Your righteous judgment. Help 

us to remember that even in turmoil, the Lamb remains sovereign and nothing unfolds outside Your 

authority. 

Give us reverence as we consider the seriousness of sin and the certainty of accountability. Strengthen 

our faith so that we do not fear, but trust in Your justice and perfect timing. 

Teach us to live watchfully, faithfully, and boldly, knowing that You are holy and Your purposes will 

stand. 

In Jesus’ name, 

Amen. 



Revelation 6:1–2 

 “(1) I watched as the Lamb broke the first of the seven seals. Then I heard one of the four living 

creatures say in a voice like thunder, ‘Come!’ (2) I looked, and there before me was a white horse! Its 

rider held a bow, and he was given a crown, and he rode out as a conqueror bent on conquest.” 

 

The Context: 

Now the "action" begins. The worship service of Chapters 4 and 5 has ended, and the Lamb begins to 

execute the plan. As each seal is broken, something is unleashed on the earth. 

The first four seals are famously known as the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse. It is important to 

notice that the horsemen don't just "show up"—they are summoned by the Living Creatures who stand 

next to God. Even the "scary" parts of history are under the ultimate permission and control of the 

Throne. 

 

The Meaning of "The White Horse," "The Bow," and "The Crown": 

In simple American English, we might say, "A world leader stepped onto the scene who looked like a 

savior but was actually obsessed with power." John uses three specific descriptions to define this first 

rider: 

• "A White Horse": This signifies Deceptive Victory. White is usually the color of purity or 

Christ, but this rider is a "copycat." He represents a spirit of military or political conquest that 

claims to bring peace (the "white" horse) but is actually bringing the world under his thumb. 

• "A Bow": This signifies Long-Distance Threat. Interestingly, the rider has a bow but no 

mention of arrows. This suggests he often wins his "conquests" through threats, diplomacy, and 

intimidation rather than just bloody battle. He represents the "pressure" of powerful 

governments and ideologies. 

• "He was Given a Crown": This signifies Permission. This is the most important phrase. The 

rider didn't "steal" the crown; it was "given" to him. This reminds us that even when aggressive 

leaders or "conquerors" rise to power on earth, they only stay as long as God allows them to. 

 

The Core Lesson: 

Not everything that looks like a "Winner" is on God’s side. The first horseman looks a lot like Jesus 

(who also returns on a white horse later in the book), but this rider is focused on "conquering" people 

for his own glory. This teaches us to be discerning. We shouldn't be fooled by leaders or movements 

that promise "peace and victory" if they aren't following the Lamb. 

 



The Illustration: The Charismatic "Fixer" 

Imagine a country going through a massive crisis—the economy is failing, and people are scared. 

Suddenly, a new leader appears. He’s handsome, he’s a great speaker, and he promises that he has the 

"bow" (the strategy) to fix everything. He wears a crown and looks like a hero. 

People follow him because he looks like the "White Horse" of hope. But as he rides out, you realize his 

goal isn't to help the people, but to "conquer" them. He wants control more than he wants to serve. He 

is the first "seal"—the spirit of human ambition that tries to take God's place. 

 

The "Glory" Reflection: 

• The "Discernment" Check: Am I easily impressed by "winners" and "conquerors" in the 

world, or do I look past the "white horse" to see if the rider is actually following the Lamb? 

• The "Peace" Check: When I see aggressive leaders rising in the news, can I remember that 

their "crown" was "given" to them? God is still the one who holds the scroll. 

• The "Conquest" Check: In my own life, am I trying to "conquer" others to get my way, or am 

I following the Lamb’s way of sacrifice? 

Revelation 6:3–4 

“(3) When the Lamb broke the second seal, I heard the second living creature say, ‘Come!’ (4) Then 

another horse came out, a fiery red one. Its rider was given power to take peace from the earth and to 

make people kill each other. To him was given a large sword.” 

 

The Context: 

As the second seal is broken, the "atmosphere" shifts from the deceptive politics of the first rider to 

open violence. If the White Horse represents the rise of aggressive leaders, the Red Horse represents 

the result of their ambition: War. 

Notice again the word "given." The rider didn't create the sword or the power himself; it was "given" 

to him. This is a difficult but important truth in Revelation—God allows the "Red Horse" of human 

anger and violence to run its course to show the world that life without Him leads to destruction. 

 

The Meaning of "The Red Horse," "Taking Peace," and "The Large Sword": 

In simple American English, we might say, "The gloves came off, and the world’s hidden anger turned 

into a bloody neighborhood brawl." John uses three specific descriptions to define this judgment: 

• "A Fiery Red Horse": This signifies Blood and Anger. The color "fiery red" (pyrros in Greek) 

is the color of flame and blood. It represents the "heat" of human passion, hatred, and the 

physical cost of war. 



• "Take Peace from the Earth": This signifies Civil Unrest. This isn't just a war between two 

countries; the Greek text implies a "killing of one another." It’s the breakdown of society where 

neighbors turn on neighbors and trust completely disappears. 

• "A Large Sword": This signifies Massive Slaughter. While the first rider had a bow 

(intimidation), this rider has a machaira megale—a huge slaughtering knife or short sword. It 

represents the brutal, face-to-face reality of violence that leaves no room for "diplomacy." 

 

The Core Lesson: 

Human "Conquest" always leads to "Conflict." When we try to build a world based on the White 

Horse’s ego, it inevitably ends with the Red Horse’s violence. This teaches us that true peace isn't just 

the "absence of war"—it’s a gift from God. When humanity rejects the Prince of Peace, God eventually 

steps back and lets us have the "red horse" of our own making. 

 

The Illustration: The Pressure Cooker 

Imagine a pressure cooker sitting on a stove. The first horseman (The White Horse) is like the person 

turning up the heat, telling everyone how great the meal is going to be while locking the lid down tight. 

The Red Horse is the moment the pressure gets too high and the steam vent is removed. All the hidden 

anger, the old grudges, and the competition for power explode. The "peace" that seemed to exist under 

the leader was just a lid. Once the Red Horse rides, the "steam" of human hatred scalds everything in 

its path. 

 

The "Glory" Reflection: 

• The "Peace" Check: Do I realize that the peace I enjoy today is a gift from God, not 

something I can take for granted? 

• The "Anger" Check: Am I letting the "Red Horse" ride in my own heart? Am I choosing 

"slaughtering words" in my arguments instead of the Lamb’s gentleness? 

• The "Sovereignty" Check: When I see the world in conflict, can I trust that God still limits the 

"Red Horse"? It can only take as much peace as it was "given" permission to take. 

Revelation 6:5–6 

 “(5) When the Lamb broke the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, ‘Come!’ I looked, and 

there before me was a black horse! Its rider was holding a pair of scales in his hand. (6) Then I heard 

what sounded like a voice among the four living creatures, saying, ‘Two pounds of wheat for a day’s 

wages, and six pounds of barley for a day’s wages, and do not damage the oil and the wine!’” 

 



The Context: 

After the "White Horse" (conquest) and the "Red Horse" (war), the Black Horse arrives. This is the 

natural domino effect of history: War destroys crops, disrupts supply chains, and leads to Famine. 

The "scales" in the rider's hand aren't for weighing gold; they are for weighing food. In a healthy 

economy, you don't weigh your grain carefully—you just scoop it. When you start weighing bread by 

the ounce, it means there isn't enough to go around. 

 

The Meaning of "The Black Horse," "The Scales," and "Oil and Wine": 

In simple American English, we might say, "The economy crashed, and while the poor were starving to 

buy a loaf of bread, the rich were still living in luxury." John uses three specific descriptions to define 

this economic judgment: 

• "A Black Horse": This signifies Scarcity and Mourning. Black is the color of death and the 

"burnt" look of a landscape after a famine. It represents a time when the "lights go out" on the 

economy and the shelves go empty. 

• "A Pair of Scales": This signifies Rationing. It represents a "controlled" economy where every 

calorie is measured. The price mentioned—a day’s pay for one loaf of wheat bread—means a 

man would work all day just to feed himself, with nothing left over for his family. 

• "Do Not Damage the Oil and Wine": This signifies Inequality. Olive oil and wine were 

"luxury" items or deep-rooted plants that survived better than grain. This is a "holy irony": the 

basics (bread) are unaffordable, but the luxuries (wine) are still there. It shows a world where 

the gap between the "haves" and the "have-nots" becomes a chasm. 

 

The Core Lesson: 

Human systems are fragile. We often trust our bank accounts and grocery stores more than we trust 

God. The Black Horse reminds us that the "daily bread" we pray for is actually a miracle. This verse 

teaches us that when the world’s systems fail, we shouldn't be surprised; we should be looking to the 

One who fed the 5,000 with a few fish and loaves. 

 

The Illustration: The Grocery Store Receipt 

Imagine going to the grocery store and seeing that a single loaf of bread now costs $200—the exact 

amount you make in a full day of work. You look at your cart and realize you can either eat today, or 

pay your rent, but not both. 

As you stand there stressed, you look over at the "Gourmet" aisle. The expensive truffles and fine 

wines are still fully stocked and the prices haven't moved. The system is broken. The "essentials" are 

out of reach for the worker, but the "luxuries" remain for the elite. That is the "Black Horse" 

economy—a world of extreme inflation and unfairness. 



 

The "Glory" Reflection: 

• The "Gratitude" Check: When I sat down to eat today, did I realize that my food is a gift from 

the Lamb, or did I take it for granted? 

• The "Justice" Check: Does it bother me when I see people struggling to survive while others 

live in excess? How can I be a "Priest" (from Chapter 5) who helps provide for those in need? 

• The "Provision" Check: If the "Black Horse" rode through my town tomorrow, would my 

faith be in my pantry or in the Provider? 

Revelation 6:7–8 

“(7) When the Lamb broke the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, ‘Come!’ 

(8) I looked, and there before me was a pale horse! Its rider was named Death, and the Grave followed 

close behind him. They were given power over a fourth of the earth to kill by the sword, famine and 

plague, and by the wild animals of the earth.” 

 

The Context: 

This is the final horseman, and he is the most terrifying. The first three riders (Conquest, War, and 

Famine) all lead to this one. In the Greek text, the color of the horse is chloros—a sickly, pale-green 

color, like the skin of a decaying body. 

While the other riders were symbols, this rider is personified: his name is Death. He isn't just a rider; 

he’s a reaper. And he doesn't travel alone. He has a "sidecar" passenger named Hades (the Grave), who 

scoops up what Death cuts down. 

 

The Meaning of "The Pale Horse," "Death and Hades," and "A Fourth of the 

Earth": 

In simple American English, we might say, "The total fallout of human sin finally arrived, claiming a 

massive portion of the population through every tragedy imaginable." John uses three specific 

descriptions to define this final horseman: 

• "A Pale Horse": This signifies Sickness and Decay. The "pale-green" color represents 

pestilence and the loss of life. It’s the color of a world that has "withered" because it moved 

away from the Source of Life. 

• "Death and the Grave": This signifies The Catch and the Cage. Death takes the life, and the 

Grave (Hades) holds the soul. It shows the "one-two punch" of mortality that has haunted 

humanity since the beginning. It’s a reminder that without the Lamb, these two have the final 

say. 



• "A Fourth of the Earth": This signifies God’s Restraint. As scary as "one-fourth" is, it means 

that three-fourths are spared. Even in this dark judgment, God is "limiting" the destruction. He 

isn't destroying the world yet; He is sounding a massive alarm to wake people up so they will 

turn back to Him. 

 

The Core Lesson: 

Sin has a "Biological" Conclusion. You cannot have the "White Horse" of pride without eventually 

meeting the "Pale Horse" of death. This teaches us that the problems of the world aren't just "political" 

or "economic"—they are spiritual. The only way to beat the Pale Horse is to follow the One who holds 

the "Keys of Death and Hades" (Revelation 1:18). 

 

The Illustration: The Domino Effect 

Imagine a long line of dominos. 

1. The first domino is Ego (The White Horse). 

2. It falls and hits Conflict (The Red Horse). 

3. Conflict hits Scarcity (The Black Horse). 

4. Scarcity finally hits the last domino: The Grave (The Pale Horse). 

We often try to stop the fourth domino from falling by using medicine or science, but the "push" started 

all the way back at the first one. Revelation shows us that you can't stop the "dominos of judgment" 

unless you change the "hand" that is pushing them. Only the Lamb can stop the cycle. 

 

The "Glory" Reflection: 

• The "Key" Check: Am I afraid of "Death and the Grave," or do I remember that my King, the 

Lamb, already went into the Grave and came out with the keys? 

• The "Compassion" Check: When I see "one-fourth" of the world suffering from plague or 

hunger, does it move me to pray and act, or have I become numb to the headlines? 

• The "Life" Check: Since the "Pale Horse" is a reality of this broken world, am I making the 

most of the life God has given me today to serve His Kingdom? 

Revelation 6:9–11 

 “(9) When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been killed 

because of the word of God and the testimony they had maintained. (10) They called out in a loud 

voice, ‘How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and 

avenge our blood?’ (11) Then each of them was given a white robe, and they were told to wait a little 



longer, until the full number of their fellow servants, their brothers and sisters, were killed just as they 

had been.” 

 

The Context: 

The scene shifts dramatically. We move from the dust and chaos of the four horsemen on earth to the 

quiet, holy atmosphere of the Temple in Heaven. 

John sees "souls under the altar." In the Old Testament, when a sacrifice was made, the blood was 

poured out at the base (the bottom) of the altar. These people gave their lives for Jesus, and God views 

their sacrifice as a holy offering. They aren't "lost" or "forgotten"; they are in the safest place in the 

universe, right at the feet of God. 

 

The Meaning of "The Altar," "The Cry," and "The White Robes": 

In simple American English, we might say, "The heroes who died for their faith are safe at 

headquarters, asking when justice will finally be served." John uses three specific descriptions to define 

this moment: 

• "Under the Altar": This signifies Sacrificial Honor. It tells us that God doesn't see the death 

of His followers as a "defeat" or a "tragedy," but as a precious gift. To be "under the altar" 

means they are in the place of highest intimacy and protection. 

• "How Long, Sovereign Lord?": This signifies The Cry for Justice. This isn't a cry for 

"revenge" out of hatred, but a cry for Righteousness. They are asking God to prove that His 

Way was right and that evil doesn't get the last word. It shows that it is okay to ask God "Why?" 

and "When?" 

• "Given a White Robe": This signifies Vindication and Rest. Even though the world treated 

them like criminals and "threw them out," God gives them the "White Robe" of a guest of 

honor. He tells them to "rest" and "wait." It means God has a specific "seating chart" and a 

"schedule," and He won't act until the timing is perfect. 

 

The Core Lesson: 

God counts every tear and every drop of blood. We often feel like the "bad guys" are winning and 

that being "good" doesn't pay off. The fifth seal pulls back the curtain to show that God hasn't missed a 

single act of faithfulness. This verse teaches us that patience is a form of worship. Sometimes God’s 

answer to our "How long?" is "Rest a little longer; I have a plan you can't see yet." 

 

The Illustration: The Waiting Room of the Palace 

Imagine a group of people who were wrongly imprisoned and treated terribly for years because they 

stayed loyal to the rightful King. Finally, they are rescued and brought to the King’s palace. 



They are still a bit shaken and they want to see the "bad guys" brought to justice immediately. The 

King meets them at the door, gives them the most comfortable, beautiful robes they’ve ever seen, and 

leads them to a peaceful garden. 

He says, "I am going to handle the court case, and I promise you will see justice. But for now, I want 

you to sit in the sun, drink the water, and rest. I’m waiting for the rest of your friends to get here so we 

can celebrate the victory together." That is the "Fifth Seal." It's the Comfort of the King while the trial 

is still ongoing. 

 

The "Glory" Reflection: 

• The "Testimony" Check: Am I "maintaining my testimony" even when it's socially 

"expensive" or difficult to do so? 

• The "Wait" Check: When I feel impatient for God to fix a situation, can I trust that He is 

waiting for the "full number"—the perfect moment—to act? 

• The "Robe" Check: Do I find my "worth" in how the world treats me, or in the "White Robe" 

of righteousness that Jesus has already given me? 

Revelation 6:12–17 

 “(12) I watched as he broke the sixth seal. There was a great earthquake. The sun turned black like 

goat-hair cloth, and the whole moon turned blood red. (13) The stars in the sky fell to earth, like figs 

dropping from a fig tree when shaken by a strong wind. (14) The heavens receded like a scroll being 

rolled up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place. (15) Then the kings of the earth, 

the princes, the generals, the rich, the mighty, and everyone else, both slave and free, hid in caves and 

among the rocks of the mountains. (16) They called to the mountains and the rocks, ‘Fall on us and 

hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! (17) For the great 

day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?’” 

 

The Context: 

The first five seals dealt with human events—war, famine, and persecution. But the Sixth Seal pulls the 

plug on the physical universe itself. This is "The Day of the Lord." 

In the ancient world, people worshipped the sun, the moon, and the stars as gods. They thought the 

mountains were eternal and unshakeable. God is showing here that even the "laws of physics" are just a 

curtain that He can pull back whenever He wants. The most terrifying part for the people on earth isn't 

the earthquake; it’s the realization that they are finally standing face-to-face with the Reality of God. 

 



The Meaning of "The Shaking Sky," "The Hiding Kings," and "The Wrath of the 

Lamb": 

In simple American English, we might say, "The universe cracked open like an egg, and the people 

who thought they were 'untouchable' realized they were totally exposed." John uses three specific 

descriptions to define this cosmic shift: 

• "Sun, Moon, and Stars": This signifies The End of Stability. When the sun goes dark and 

stars fall like "unripe figs," it means the "lights are going out" on the old world. Everything we 

rely on for "security" (the ground under our feet and the sky over our heads) is proven to be 

temporary. 

• "Mountains and Islands Removed": This signifies Nowhere to Hide. In a world of chaos, 

people usually run to the mountains (fortresses) or the islands (isolation). But when the 

mountains are moving, there is no "safe house" left on earth. 

• "The Wrath of the Lamb": This signifies The Holy Irony. This is one of the most unique 

phrases in the Bible. A "lamb" isn't usually something people fear. But this is the "Anger of 

Love"—the fury of a Creator who has watched His children be hurt, His world be ruined, and 

His mercy be rejected for thousands of years. It’s the "boiling point" of God’s patience. 

 

The Core Lesson: 

Status doesn't matter when the sky starts to roll up. Notice the list in verse 15: kings, generals, the 

rich, the slaves. At the end of the day, a billionaire in a cave is just as scared as a slave in a cave. This 

teaches us that the only thing that gives us "standing" before God is our relationship with the 

Lamb. If you are with the Lamb, the earthquake is a homecoming; if you are against Him, it’s a 

nightmare. 

 

The Illustration: The Theater and the Backstage 

Imagine you are watching a massive, expensive play. You’ve become so focused on the actors and the 

scenery that you’ve forgotten it’s just a show. You think the "castle" on stage is real stone. 

Suddenly, the "sky" (the backdrop) starts to roll up into the ceiling. The "mountains" are wheeled away 

by stagehands. The bright stage lights go out, and for the first time, you see the actual Wall of the 

theater and the Director standing in the wings, looking right at you. 

The actors (the kings and generals) realize their "roles" are over. They aren't kings anymore; they are 

just people standing on a bare stage. That is the Sixth Seal. The "Set" of the world is being cleared 

away to make room for the New Reality. 

 



The "Glory" Reflection: 

• The "Safety" Check: What is my "mountain" or "island"? What am I trusting in for security 

(money, health, politics)? Could it survive the "Sixth Seal"? 

• The "Lamb" Check: Am I comfortable with the idea of the "Wrath of the Lamb"? Do I realize 

that God’s anger is actually His commitment to making things right and stopping evil? 

• The "Stand" Check: Verse 17 asks, "Who can stand?" The answer comes in Chapter 7—the 

people who have been "washed in the blood of the Lamb." Am I ready for that Day? 

That concludes Chapter 6! The world is shaking, and everyone is hiding. 

Heavenly Father, 

We tremble at the vision of Your righteous judgments, yet we rest in the truth that the Lamb reigns over 

every seal that is opened. You are holy, just, and true in all Your ways. 

Strengthen us to stand firm in faith when the world shakes. Give us courage to remain faithful, even in 

suffering, and confidence that You hear the cries of Your people. Teach us to live in readiness, humility, 

and reverence before the great day of Your wrath. 

Thank You that our hope is secure in Christ. Keep us steadfast until the end. 

In Jesus’ name, 

Amen. 

 


