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Introduction: Verse by Verse Commentary of 

the Book of Mark 
The Gospel According to Mark, though the shortest of the four Gospels, is a profound and dynamic 

account of the life, ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Often characterized by its fast-

paced narrative and vivid, action-oriented descriptions, Mark presents Jesus as the powerful Son of 

God, the Servant-King, who came not to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for 

many. 

For centuries, believers and scholars alike have turned to Mark's Gospel for its directness and its 

compelling portrayal of Jesus' authority, compassion, and ultimate sacrifice. It is a Gospel that wastes 

no words, plunging directly into the heart of Jesus' public ministry and building with relentless 

intensity towards the cross and the empty tomb. 

This "Verse by Verse Commentary of the Book of Mark" is designed to be a comprehensive guide for 

anyone seeking a deeper understanding of this foundational book of the New Testament. Whether you 

are a pastor preparing a sermon, a student delving into biblical studies, a small group leader facilitating 

discussion, or an individual simply desiring to draw closer to the heart of Jesus through His Word, this 

commentary aims to illuminate every phrase, clarify every context, and unlock the rich theological 

truths embedded within Mark's inspired narrative. 

We will journey through Mark chapter by chapter, and often verse by verse, examining: 

• Historical and Cultural Context: Understanding the world in which Jesus lived and Mark 

wrote, including Jewish customs, Roman rule, and the geographical settings. 

• Literary Features: Appreciating Mark's unique narrative style, his use of immediacy, and his 

thematic emphases. 

• Theological Insights: Unpacking the profound truths about Jesus' identity as the Messiah and 

Son of God, the nature of His kingdom, the demands of discipleship, and the significance of His 

suffering and resurrection. 



• Practical Application: Connecting the ancient text to contemporary life, discerning how 

Mark's message speaks to our faith, our challenges, and our call to follow Christ today. 

Mark's Gospel is a powerful invitation to encounter Jesus anew—to witness His miracles, hear His 

authoritative teaching, understand His mission, and ultimately, to follow Him as His disciple. It is a 

Gospel that challenges us to consider the cost of discipleship and the glory of God's redemptive plan. 

May this commentary serve as a faithful companion on your journey through the Gospel of Mark, 

enriching your understanding, strengthening your faith, and drawing you into a closer, more 

transformative relationship with Jesus Christ, the Servant-King. 

Preface 
Dear Reader, 

The Gospel According to Mark holds a unique and powerful place within the New Testament. It is a 

book of action, immediacy, and profound theological depth, presenting Jesus Christ not merely as a 

historical figure, but as the dynamic Son of God, the Servant-King, whose life, ministry, death, and 

resurrection forever altered the course of human history. 

For decades, my own journey through the Scriptures has been marked by a deep conviction that the 

Word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword (Hebrews 4:12). This conviction 

has fueled my passion for biblical commentary—to meticulously unpack the sacred text, verse by 

verse, allowing its timeless truths to speak with fresh power and clarity to contemporary hearts and 

minds. It is this passion that has culminated in the creation of this "Verse by Verse Commentary of the 

Book of Mark." 

My aim in this work is not simply to provide academic insights, though scholarly rigor has been 

paramount. Rather, it is to serve as a faithful companion for your own exploration of Mark's Gospel. 

Whether you are a seasoned pastor seeking fresh perspectives for your sermons, a dedicated student of 

the Bible desiring a deeper dive into the original context, a small group leader preparing for discussion, 

or simply an individual yearning for a more intimate encounter with Jesus through His Word, this 

commentary is designed with you in mind. 

We will walk through Mark's narrative together, observing his unique literary artistry, discerning the 

historical and cultural nuances that shaped the early Christian message, and, most importantly, 

grappling with the transformative theological implications of Jesus' identity and mission. From the 

wilderness proclamation of John the Baptist to the climactic empty tomb, we will seek to understand 

what Mark intended to communicate to his original audience and how those truths resonate with our 

lives today. 

It is my earnest prayer that as you engage with these pages, the Holy Spirit will illuminate your 

understanding, strengthen your faith, and draw you into a closer, more vibrant relationship with Jesus 

Christ. May this commentary be a tool that fosters not just knowledge, but genuine spiritual growth and 

a renewed commitment to following the Servant-King. 

Soli Deo Gloria, 



Dr. Paul Crawford 

Verse by Verse Commentary: The Gospel 

According to Mark, Chapter 1 

Introduction to Mark Chapter 1 

Mark's Gospel begins with a powerful and immediate declaration, wasting no time in introducing its 

central figure and theme. Unlike Matthew and Luke, there is no birth narrative or genealogy. Instead, 

Mark plunges directly into the public ministry of Jesus, establishing His identity as the Son of God and 

the Messiah through His authoritative teaching, miraculous power, and the testimonies of both divine 

and human witnesses. Chapter 1 sets a rapid pace, characteristic of Mark's style, moving quickly from 

John the Baptist's preparatory ministry to Jesus' baptism, temptation, calling of disciples, and a 

whirlwind of healing and teaching in Galilee. 

Mark 1:1-8: The Beginning of the Gospel – John the Baptist Prepares the Way 

Mark 1:1 (NLT): "This is the Good News about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God." 

• Commentary: Mark opens with a direct and profound declaration of his book's purpose and 

subject. "The Good News" (Greek: euangelion) is the very word from which "Gospel" derives, 

signifying a message of triumph and joy. Jesus is immediately identified by two crucial titles: 

"the Messiah" (Greek: Christos, Hebrew: Mashiach), meaning "Anointed One," the long-

awaited King of Israel, and "the Son of God," a divine title asserting His unique relationship 

with the Father. This opening verse is the theological lens through which the entire narrative is 

to be read. 

• Application: Mark wants us to know from the outset who Jesus truly is. Our understanding of 

Jesus' identity as both Messiah and Son of God is foundational to grasping the significance of 

His life and ministry. 

Mark 1:2-3 (NLT): "It began just as the prophet Isaiah had written: 'Look, I am sending my messenger 

ahead of you, and he will prepare your way. He is a voice shouting in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way 

for the Lord’s coming! Clear the road for him!’'" 

• Commentary: Mark immediately grounds his narrative in Old Testament prophecy, specifically 

quoting from Isaiah 40:3 and Malachi 3:1 (a conflation of the two). This highlights that Jesus' 

coming was not an unforeseen event but the fulfillment of God's ancient promises. John the 

Baptist is identified as the "messenger" and "voice shouting in the wilderness," whose divine 

task is to "prepare the way for the Lord’s coming." The "Lord" here, in the context of the Old 

Testament quote, refers to Yahweh, subtly equating Jesus with God Himself. 

• Application: God's plan unfolds precisely as prophesied. John's role reminds us that 

preparation is often necessary before a significant spiritual encounter or work. Are we preparing 

the way for Christ in our own lives and in the lives of others? 



Mark 1:4 (NLT): "This messenger was John the Baptist. He lived in the wilderness and preached that 

people should be baptized to show that they had repented of their sins and turned to God to be 

forgiven." 

• Commentary: John's identity and ministry are clearly stated. His dwelling "in the wilderness" 

aligns him with the prophetic tradition and the imagery of Isaiah. His message was one of 

"repentance" (turning away from sin) and "forgiveness" (God's gracious pardon). Baptism, for 

John, was an outward sign of an inward change of heart and a commitment to new life. 

• Application: Repentance is the necessary first step towards forgiveness and a right relationship 

with God. True repentance involves both turning from sin and turning to God. 

Mark 1:5 (NLT): "All of Judea and all the people of Jerusalem went out to see and hear John. And 

when they confessed their sins, he baptized them in the Jordan River." 

• Commentary: John's ministry had a profound impact, drawing crowds from across the region. 

The act of confessing sins publicly before baptism signifies a genuine acknowledgment of 

wrongdoing and a desire for cleansing. The Jordan River, a symbol of new beginnings in Israel's 

history, was the setting for this significant spiritual movement. 

• Application: The widespread response to John shows the spiritual hunger of the people. 

Confession of sin is a vital part of repentance and humility before God. 

Mark 1:6 (NLT): "His clothes were woven from coarse camel hair, and he wore a leather belt around 

his waist. For food he ate locusts and wild honey." 

• Commentary: John's appearance and diet deliberately echoed the prophet Elijah (2 Kings 1:8), 

reinforcing his prophetic role and austere lifestyle. This asceticism underscored his focus on 

spiritual matters, contrasting sharply with the religious establishment of his day. 

• Application: John's simple lifestyle highlights a detachment from worldly comforts, allowing 

him to focus entirely on his divine mission. What might we need to detach from to better serve 

God? 

Mark 1:7-8 (NLT): "John announced: 'Someone is coming soon who is greater than I am—so much 

greater that I’m not even worthy to stoop down like a slave and untie the straps of his sandals. I baptize 

you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit!'" 

• Commentary: John humbly points beyond himself to the "greater" one who is coming. Untying 

sandals was the task of the lowest servant, emphasizing John's profound humility before Jesus. 

The distinction between John's water baptism and Jesus' baptism "with the Holy Spirit" is 

crucial. John's baptism symbolized repentance and preparation; Jesus' baptism would bring the 

empowering presence of God's Spirit, signifying a new covenant reality. 

• Application: True spiritual leadership points to Christ, not to oneself. The promise of the Holy 

Spirit's indwelling and empowering presence is a hallmark of the new covenant, enabling 

believers to live a life pleasing to God. 



Mark 1:9-11: The Baptism of Jesus 

Mark 1:9 (NLT): "One day Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee, and John baptized him in the Jordan 

River." 

• Commentary: Jesus, from the obscure town of Nazareth, travels to the Jordan to be baptized by 

John. This act, though Jesus was sinless, served multiple purposes: identifying with humanity's 

need for repentance, affirming John's ministry, and inaugurating His own public ministry. 

• Application: Jesus' willingness to identify with humanity, even in a baptism of repentance, 

demonstrates His humility and solidarity with us. 

Mark 1:10 (NLT): "As Jesus came up out of the water, he saw the heavens splitting apart and the Holy 

Spirit descending on him like a dove." 

• Commentary: This is a moment of profound divine revelation. The "heavens splitting apart" 

(Greek: schizō, a strong verb implying tearing, used again at the cross in Mark 15:38) signifies 

direct divine intervention and the opening of communication between heaven and earth. The 

Holy Spirit's descent "like a dove" is a visible manifestation, symbolizing purity, peace, and 

divine anointing. 

• Application: This event marks Jesus' anointing for ministry, empowered by the Holy Spirit. For 

believers, the Holy Spirit's indwelling is essential for living the Christian life and serving God. 

Mark 1:11 (NLT): "And a voice from heaven said, 'You are my dearly loved Son, and you bring me 

great joy.'" 

• Commentary: The Father's audible voice from heaven provides the ultimate testimony to Jesus' 

identity. The declaration "You are my dearly loved Son" echoes Psalm 2:7 and affirms Jesus' 

unique divine sonship. "You bring me great joy" (or "with you I am well pleased") signifies the 

Father's full approval and delight in His Son, even before His public ministry truly begins. 

• Application: This divine affirmation is central to Jesus' identity and mission. Our ultimate 

purpose is to bring joy to God, just as Jesus did. 

Mark 1:12-13: The Temptation of Jesus in the Wilderness 

Mark 1:12 (NLT): "The Spirit then compelled Jesus to go into the wilderness." 

• Commentary: Immediately after His baptism and divine affirmation, Jesus is "compelled" 

(Greek: ekballō, literally "cast out" or "driven out," a strong verb often used for casting out 

demons) by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness. This highlights the Spirit's active role in leading 

Jesus to confront temptation. 

• Application: Spiritual high points are often followed by spiritual tests. The Holy Spirit, who 

empowers us, also leads us through trials for our growth and God's glory. 

Mark 1:13 (NLT): "He was there for forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with wild animals, 

and angels took care of him." 



• Commentary: Mark's account of the temptation is remarkably concise compared to Matthew 

and Luke. The "forty days" echoes Israel's wilderness wanderings and Moses' time on Sinai. 

Jesus is directly "tempted by Satan," the ultimate adversary. The detail about "wild animals" 

might allude to a paradisiacal peace (Jesus restoring harmony with creation) or simply the 

harshness of the environment. Crucially, "angels took care of him," providing sustenance and 

comfort after the intense spiritual battle. 

• Application: Jesus' victory over temptation demonstrates His perfect obedience and qualifies 

Him as our sympathetic High Priest. Even in intense spiritual battles, God provides sustenance 

and angelic support. 

Mark 1:14-20: The Calling of the First Disciples 

Mark 1:14 (NLT): "After John was arrested, Jesus went into Galilee, where he preached God’s Good 

News." 

• Commentary: John's arrest marks a transition point: his preparatory ministry concludes, and 

Jesus' main public ministry in Galilee begins. Jesus' message is "God's Good News" (the 

Gospel), indicating that He is the very embodiment and proclaimer of the message John 

prepared the way for. 

• Application: The passing of the torch from John to Jesus reminds us that God's work continues 

through different vessels across generations. 

Mark 1:15 (NLT): "‘The time promised by God has come at last!’ he announced. ‘The Kingdom of 

God is near! Repent of your sins and believe the Good News!’" 

• Commentary: This is Jesus' inaugural sermon in Mark, a powerful summary of His core 

message. "The time has come" (Greek: peplērōtai ho kairos) signifies the fulfillment of Old 

Testament prophecy. "The Kingdom of God is near" declares that God's sovereign rule is 

breaking into human history through Jesus. The call to "Repent" (change one's mind and 

direction) and "believe the Good News" (trust in Jesus and His message) are the two essential 

responses. 

• Application: Jesus' message is urgent and transformative. The Kingdom of God is not just a 

future hope but a present reality that demands a response of repentance and faith. 

Mark 1:16 (NLT): "One day as Jesus was walking along the shore of the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon 

and his brother Andrew throwing a net into the water, for they were fishermen." 

• Commentary: Jesus initiates the call to discipleship. He sees Simon (Peter) and Andrew 

engaged in their ordinary work, highlighting His ability to call people from all walks of life. 

• Application: Jesus meets us where we are, in our daily lives and occupations. 

Mark 1:17 (NLT): "Jesus called out to them, 'Come, follow me, and I will show you how to fish for 

people!'" 



• Commentary: This is a direct, authoritative call. "Follow me" implies a commitment to Jesus' 

person and teaching. The promise "I will show you how to fish for people" redefines their life's 

purpose, transforming their familiar skill into a spiritual mission – bringing others into the 

Kingdom. 

• Application: Discipleship involves a radical reorientation of our lives around Jesus and His 

mission. Our natural talents can be transformed for spiritual purposes. 

Mark 1:18 (NLT): "And they immediately left their nets and followed him." 

• Commentary: The response is immediate and decisive, demonstrating radical obedience and 

faith. They leave behind their livelihood and security to follow an unknown teacher. 

• Application: True discipleship often requires immediate obedience and sacrifice. 

Mark 1:19-20 (NLT): "A little farther up the shore he saw two other brothers, James and John, sons of 

Zebedee, in a boat preparing their nets. He called them, too, and immediately they left their father, 

Zebedee, in the boat with the hired men and followed him." 

• Commentary: The call is extended to another pair of brothers, James and John. Their response 

is equally immediate and radical, leaving not only their nets but also their family business and 

even their father with the hired help. This emphasizes the supreme priority of following Jesus. 

• Application: Following Jesus may involve leaving behind comfort, security, or even family 

expectations. The call to discipleship is a call to radical commitment. 

Mark 1:21-28: Jesus Teaches with Authority and Casts Out an Unclean Spirit 

Mark 1:21 (NLT): "Jesus and his companions went to the town of Capernaum, and every Sabbath he 

went into the synagogue and taught." 

• Commentary: Capernaum becomes Jesus' base of operations in Galilee. His regular teaching in 

the synagogue establishes His pattern of ministry: teaching the Word of God publicly. 

• Application: Jesus prioritized teaching. We should prioritize learning and applying God's Word. 

Mark 1:22 (NLT): "The people were amazed at his teaching, for he taught with real authority—quite 

unlike the teachers of religious law." 

• Commentary: The crowds immediately recognized a profound difference in Jesus' teaching. 

Unlike the scribes, who relied on quoting rabbinic traditions, Jesus taught with inherent 

"authority" (Greek: exousia), speaking directly from God. This authority was self-authenticating 

and compelling. 

• Application: Jesus' authority stems from His divine nature. True spiritual authority comes from 

God, not from human credentials or traditions. 

Mark 1:23 (NLT): "Suddenly, a man in the synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit cried out," 



• Commentary: The presence of an "evil spirit" (demon) in the synagogue highlights the 

pervasive spiritual darkness in the world, even in religious settings. The demon's sudden 

outburst underscores its awareness of Jesus' divine presence. 

• Application: Spiritual darkness can exist even in places of worship. We need discernment to 

recognize and confront it. 

Mark 1:24 (NLT): "‘Why are you interfering with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy 

us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!’" 

• Commentary: The demon immediately recognizes Jesus' identity and mission. "Jesus of 

Nazareth" is His human designation, but "the Holy One of God" is a divine title, acknowledging 

His unique purity and power. The demon fears Jesus' "interference" because it knows Jesus has 

come to "destroy" its power and kingdom. 

• Application: Demons recognize Jesus' divine authority, even when humans do not. They know 

their ultimate defeat is certain. 

Mark 1:25 (NLT): "Jesus cut him short. 'Be quiet! Come out of the man!' he ordered." 

• Commentary: Jesus does not engage in dialogue with the demon or accept its testimony, even 

if true. He immediately asserts His authority with a direct, powerful command: "Be quiet!" 

(silencing the demon's testimony) and "Come out!" This demonstrates His absolute dominion 

over evil spirits. 

• Application: We are not to engage with demonic forces but to command them in the authority 

of Christ. 

Mark 1:26 (NLT): "At that, the evil spirit threw the man into a convulsion and came out of him with a 

shriek." 

• Commentary: The demon's violent reaction ("threw the man into a convulsion," "shriek") is a 

final, desperate act of resistance before being forced to obey Jesus' command. This visible 

manifestation confirms the reality of the demonic presence and the power of Jesus' expulsion. 

• Application: Deliverance from spiritual bondage can be a dramatic and visible event, 

confirming the power of Christ. 

Mark 1:27 (NLT): "Amazement gripped the audience, and they began to discuss what had happened. 

'What’s this?' they asked each other. 'A new teaching—and with authority! He even gives orders to evil 

spirits, and they obey him!'" 

• Commentary: The people's "amazement" is a key theme in Mark. They recognize that Jesus' 

authority extends beyond teaching to commanding spiritual forces. This miracle validates His 

"new teaching" and confirms His unique divine power. 

• Application: Jesus' power over evil spirits is a clear sign of His divine authority and the 

breaking in of God's Kingdom. 

Mark 1:28 (NLT): "News about him spread quickly through that entire region of Galilee." 



• Commentary: The immediate and widespread fame of Jesus underscores the impact of His 

authoritative teaching and miraculous power. Mark emphasizes the rapid dissemination of the 

"Good News" through Jesus' actions. 

• Application: Authentic encounters with Jesus have a ripple effect, spreading His fame and 

message. 

Mark 1:29-34: Healing Many and Casting Out Demons 

Mark 1:29 (NLT): "After Jesus left the synagogue, he went directly to the home of Simon and Andrew 

with James and John." 

• Commentary: Jesus moves from public ministry to private fellowship, demonstrating His 

humanity and the importance of community with His disciples. This also shows His 

compassion, as He immediately addresses a need within their household. 

• Application: Jesus cares for the needs of His disciples and their families. Ministry extends 

beyond public platforms to personal relationships. 

Mark 1:30 (NLT): "Simon’s mother-in-law was sick in bed with a high fever, and they told him about 

her right away." 

• Commentary: The disciples bring the immediate need to Jesus' attention, demonstrating their 

trust in His ability to heal. 

• Application: We should bring our needs and the needs of our loved ones directly to Jesus in 

prayer. 

Mark 1:31 (NLT): "So he went to her bedside, took her by the hand, and helped her sit up. Then the 

fever left her, and she prepared a meal for them." 

• Commentary: Jesus' healing is immediate, compassionate ("took her by the hand"), and 

complete. Her immediate service ("prepared a meal") is a testament to her full recovery and 

gratitude, signifying her restored ability to function and serve. 

• Application: Jesus' healing is holistic, restoring not just physical health but also the ability to 

serve. Our response to His healing should be one of grateful service. 

Mark 1:32 (NLT): "That evening, after sunset, many sick and demon-possessed people were brought 

to Jesus." 

• Commentary: The crowds wait until after sunset, when the Sabbath officially ended, to bring 

their sick. This shows their respect for the Sabbath law, but also their desperate need and belief 

in Jesus' power. The sheer number of people highlights the widespread suffering and demonic 

oppression. 

• Application: People are desperate for healing and deliverance. Jesus is the ultimate source of 

hope for those suffering. 

Mark 1:33 (NLT): "The whole town gathered at the door to watch." 



• Commentary: This vivid detail emphasizes the immense public interest and the spectacle of 

Jesus' healing ministry. The entire community is drawn to Him. 

• Application: Jesus' power draws people to Him. 

Mark 1:34 (NLT): "So Jesus healed many people who were sick with various diseases, and he cast out 

many demons. But he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew who he was." 

• Commentary: Jesus' healing ministry is comprehensive, addressing "various diseases." He also 

"cast out many demons," reiterating His authority over evil spirits. His refusal to let demons 

speak ("he would not permit") is Mark's "Messianic Secret" in action – Jesus controls the 

revelation of His identity, not wanting demons to declare it prematurely or for the wrong 

reasons. 

• Application: Jesus' power is comprehensive. His control over the revelation of His identity 

underscores His wisdom and strategic approach to His mission. 

Mark 1:35-39: Jesus Prays and Preaches in Galilee 

Mark 1:35 (NLT): "Before daybreak the next morning, Jesus got up and went to an isolated place to 

pray." 

• Commentary: Despite the overwhelming demands of ministry and His immense popularity, 

Jesus prioritizes solitary prayer. This reveals His dependence on the Father and His need for 

spiritual renewal, even as the Son of God. This is a crucial example for all who serve. 

• Application: Even Jesus, in His humanity, needed to withdraw and pray. Prioritizing prayer is 

essential for sustained ministry and spiritual vitality. 

Mark 1:36-37 (NLT): "Later Simon and his companions came searching for him. When they found 

him, they said, 'Everyone is looking for you!'" 

• Commentary: The disciples, perhaps eager to capitalize on His popularity, seek Him out, 

indicating the continuing demands of the crowds. 

• Application: The pressures of ministry and popular demand can easily distract from divine 

priorities. 

Mark 1:38 (NLT): "But Jesus replied, 'We must go on to other towns to preach there, too. That is why 

I came.'" 

• Commentary: Jesus sets the agenda. Despite the success in Capernaum, His mission is broader: 

to "preach" the Good News throughout "other towns." This statement clarifies His primary 

purpose: proclamation of the Kingdom, not merely healing crowds. 

• Application: Our mission, like Jesus', is to proclaim the Good News. We must be clear about 

our primary purpose and not be sidetracked by secondary demands, no matter how good they 

seem. 



Mark 1:39 (NLT): "So he traveled throughout the region of Galilee, preaching in the synagogues and 

casting out demons." 

• Commentary: This verse summarizes Jesus' extensive ministry tour through Galilee, 

confirming His commitment to preaching in the synagogues (centers of Jewish life) and 

demonstrating His consistent authority over evil. 

• Application: Jesus' ministry was characterized by both teaching and demonstration of power. 

Mark 1:40-45: Jesus Heals a Leper 

Mark 1:40 (NLT): "A man with leprosy came and knelt in front of Jesus, begging to be healed. 'If you 

are willing, you can make me clean,' he said." 

• Commentary: Leprosy was a devastating, incurable disease that rendered a person 

ceremonially unclean and socially outcast. The leper's approach is bold (violating separation 

laws) and humble ("knelt"). His faith is remarkable: he doesn't question Jesus' ability ("you can 

make me clean") but His willingness. 

• Application: Even in our deepest brokenness and isolation, we can approach Jesus with 

humility and faith, trusting in His power and appealing to His compassion. 

Mark 1:41 (NLT): "Moved with compassion, Jesus reached out and touched him. 'I am willing,' he 

said. 'Be clean!'" 

• Commentary: Jesus' response is driven by profound "compassion" (Greek: splagchnizomai, a 

strong word meaning to be moved in one's gut). He breaks social and ceremonial taboos by 

touching the unclean leper, demonstrating His willingness to cross boundaries to heal. His 

words are authoritative and immediate: "I am willing... Be clean!" 

• Application: Jesus is not only able but also willing to heal and restore. His compassion leads 

Him to break barriers and touch the untouchable. 

Mark 1:42 (NLT): "Instantly the leprosy disappeared, and the man was healed!" 

• Commentary: The healing is instantaneous and complete, a clear demonstration of Jesus' 

divine power over disease. 

• Application: Jesus' healing power is immediate and effective. 

Mark 1:43-44 (NLT): "Then Jesus sent him away at once with a stern warning: 'Don’t tell anyone 

about this. Instead, go to the priest and let him examine you. Take along the offering required in the 

Law of Moses for those who have been cleansed of leprosy. This will be a public testimony that you 

have been cleansed.'" 

• Commentary: Jesus gives a "stern warning" (Greek: embrimaomai, implying strong emotion, 

even anger at the demon of disease or the potential for misunderstanding). This is another 

instance of the "Messianic Secret." Jesus commands silence to control the revelation of His 

identity, preventing a premature political uprising or a misunderstanding of His mission as 



merely a miracle worker. He also commands the man to fulfill the Mosaic Law (Leviticus 14), 

providing official testimony of his cleansing and restoring him to society. 

• Application: Obedience to God's commands is important, even after receiving His blessing. 

Jesus' strategic approach to His ministry shows His wisdom in managing public perception. 

Mark 1:45 (NLT): "But the man went away and spread the news in spite of Jesus’ warning. As a result, 

Jesus could no longer enter any town openly. He had to stay out in isolated places, but people from 

everywhere kept coming to him." 

• Commentary: The man disobeys Jesus' command, and the widespread news has an unintended 

consequence: Jesus' fame becomes so great that He can no longer minister openly in towns. 

This forces Him into "isolated places," yet people still seek Him out, highlighting the irresistible 

draw of His power and presence. This verse foreshadows the challenges Jesus will face due to 

His popularity. 

• Application: Disobedience, even with good intentions, can have negative consequences. Jesus' 

fame grew despite His attempts to manage it, demonstrating the power of God's work. 

Conclusion to Mark Chapter 1 

Mark Chapter 1 is a whirlwind introduction to Jesus Christ, establishing His divine identity and 

authority with unparalleled speed and force. From John the Baptist's preparatory ministry to Jesus' 

baptism, temptation, calling of His first disciples, and a series of authoritative teachings and powerful 

healings and exorcisms, Mark wastes no time in presenting Jesus as the dynamic Son of God. The 

chapter highlights Jesus' authority over sin, disease, and demonic forces, His commitment to prayer, 

and His strategic approach to ministry. It also introduces the theme of the "Messianic Secret" and the 

challenges Jesus faced due to His burgeoning popularity. This foundational chapter sets the tone for the 

entire Gospel, inviting readers to immediately encounter and follow the Servant-King. 

Verse by Verse Commentary: The Gospel 

According to Mark, Chapter 2 

Introduction to Mark Chapter 2 

Mark Chapter 2 shifts the narrative from the initial burst of Jesus' public ministry to the growing 

conflict with religious authorities. As Jesus' fame spreads, His actions and teachings increasingly 

challenge the established norms and interpretations of the Law. This chapter presents five distinct 

encounters, each highlighting Jesus' authority over sin, His radical approach to fellowship, and His 

lordship over the Sabbath. These confrontations reveal the escalating tension between Jesus and the 

scribes and Pharisees, setting the stage for the opposition that will characterize much of His ministry. 

Mark 2:1-12: Jesus Heals a Paralytic and Forgives Sins 

Mark 2:1 (NLT): "A few days later Jesus returned to Capernaum, and the news quickly spread that he 

was back home." 



• Commentary: Jesus returns to His "home" base in Capernaum after His initial Galilean tour. 

The news of His return spreads rapidly, indicating His continued popularity and the public's 

eagerness to see Him. The phrase "back home" implies a place where He was known and 

perhaps had a temporary residence. 

• Application: Jesus' presence draws people. His return to a familiar place suggests a pattern of 

ministry that involves both broad outreach and focused engagement with communities. 

Mark 2:2 (NLT): "Soon the house where he was staying was so packed with visitors that there was no 

more room, even outside the front door. So he preached the Good News to them." 

• Commentary: The crowd is immense, overflowing the house. Despite the physical constraints, 

Jesus' primary focus remains preaching "the Good News." This highlights His commitment to 

proclamation, even amidst the demands for miracles. 

• Application: Even when faced with overwhelming crowds or physical limitations, Jesus 

prioritizes the proclamation of His message. Our focus should remain on sharing the Gospel. 

Mark 2:3 (NLT): "Four men arrived carrying a paralyzed man on a mat." 

• Commentary: This introduces a powerful display of faith. The paralytic is utterly dependent on 

others, signifying human helplessness in the face of severe affliction. The "four men" 

demonstrate remarkable friendship and determination. 

• Application: True friendship is willing to go to great lengths to bring others to Jesus. Our faith 

can often be expressed through the actions we take on behalf of others. 

Mark 2:4 (NLT): "They couldn’t get to Jesus through the crowd, so they dug through the roof above 

his head. Then they lowered the man on his mat, right in front of Jesus." 

• Commentary: Faced with an impassable crowd, the men resort to extraordinary measures. This 

bold and unconventional action—damaging property and creating a disturbance—underscores 

their desperate faith and ingenuity. The type of roof (likely flat with packed earth/clay over 

beams) made this possible. Their persistence is remarkable. 

• Application: Desperate situations often call for desperate, yet faith-filled, measures. We should 

not let obstacles deter us from bringing people to Jesus. 

Mark 2:5 (NLT): "Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the paralyzed man, 'Son, your sins are forgiven.'" 

• Commentary: Jesus' response is striking. He doesn't immediately heal the man's physical 

ailment. Instead, He addresses the deeper spiritual need: "your sins are forgiven." Jesus "sees 

their faith"—the faith of both the paralytic and his friends, demonstrated by their actions. This 

highlights Jesus' authority over sin, a power reserved for God alone. The address "Son" is tender 

and compassionate. 

• Application: Jesus often addresses our deepest needs before or alongside our perceived needs. 

Forgiveness of sins is foundational to true healing and restoration. Our faith is visible to Jesus. 



Mark 2:6 (NLT): "But some of the teachers of religious law who were sitting there thought to 

themselves," 

• Commentary: The presence of "teachers of religious law" (scribes) marks the beginning of 

overt opposition. They are observing Jesus critically, not openly challenging Him yet, but 

questioning His authority internally. 

• Application: Not everyone who observes Jesus' work is open to Him. Skepticism and critical 

judgment can arise from those entrenched in religious tradition. 

Mark 2:7 (NLT): "‘What is he saying? This is blasphemy! Only God can forgive sins!’" 

• Commentary: The scribes' objection is theologically accurate: only God can forgive sins. Their 

error, however, is in failing to recognize Jesus' divine identity. They correctly identify the act 

(forgiveness of sins) as divine but wrongly attribute it to a mere man, thus accusing Him of 

blasphemy. This sets up the central conflict of the passage. 

• Application: Religious knowledge without spiritual discernment can lead to opposition to 

God's work. 

Mark 2:8 (NLT): "Jesus knew immediately what they were thinking, so he asked them, 'Why do you 

question this in your hearts?'" 

• Commentary: Jesus demonstrates His omniscience, knowing their unspoken thoughts. He 

challenges their internal questioning, bringing their hidden objections into the open. 

• Application: Jesus knows our thoughts and the true motives of our hearts. We cannot hide our 

skepticism or unbelief from Him. 

Mark 2:9 (NLT):: "‘Is it easier to say to the paralyzed man, “Your sins are forgiven,” or to say, “Stand 

up, pick up your mat, and walk”?’" 

• Commentary: Jesus poses a rhetorical question. Verbally forgiving sins is "easier" because it's 

invisible and unverifiable to human eyes. Physically healing a paralytic, however, is 

immediately verifiable. Jesus is about to prove His authority to do the "invisible" (forgive sins) 

by doing the "visible" (heal). 

• Application: Jesus uses a verifiable miracle to authenticate His claim to divine authority. His 

power extends to both spiritual and physical realms. 

Mark 2:10 (NLT): "‘So I will prove to you that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 

sins.’" 

• Commentary: Jesus explicitly states His intention to "prove" His authority. He uses the title 

"Son of Man," a significant messianic title from Daniel 7:13-14, which refers to a divine, 

authoritative figure who receives everlasting dominion. By claiming this title and asserting His 

authority to forgive sins "on earth," Jesus directly challenges the scribes' understanding of God's 

power and His own identity. 



• Application: Jesus' authority to forgive sins is a central tenet of the Gospel. He is the divine 

Son of Man who has power to deal with humanity's greatest problem. 

Mark 2:11 (NLT): "Then Jesus turned to the paralyzed man and said, 'Stand up, pick up your mat, and 

go home!'" 

• Commentary: Jesus gives the command, demonstrating His power over the physical realm as 

proof of His power over the spiritual realm. The command is specific and practical. 

• Application: Jesus' commands are powerful and bring about immediate results. 

Mark 2:12 (NLT): "And the man jumped up, grabbed his mat, and walked out through the startled 

crowd. Everyone was amazed and praised God, saying, 'We’ve never seen anything like this before!'" 

• Commentary: The healing is immediate and undeniable. The man's actions ("jumped up," 

"grabbed his mat," "walked out") provide irrefutable evidence. The crowd's "amazement" turns 

into "praise to God," recognizing the divine source of Jesus' power. Their declaration, "We’ve 

never seen anything like this before!" underscores the uniqueness of Jesus' ministry. 

• Application: Jesus' miracles are designed to lead people to praise God and acknowledge His 

unique power. His acts confirm His claims. 

Mark 2:13-17: The Calling of Levi (Matthew) and Eating with Sinners 

Mark 2:13 (NLT): "Then Jesus went out to the lakeshore again and taught the crowds that gathered 

around him." 

• Commentary: Jesus returns to public teaching, demonstrating His consistent commitment to 

proclaiming the Good News to the masses. The lakeshore provides a natural amphitheater for 

large crowds. 

• Application: Jesus actively sought out opportunities to teach, engaging with people where they 

were. 

Mark 2:14 (NLT): "As he walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at his tax collector’s 

booth. 'Follow me,' Jesus told him. So Levi got up and followed him." 

• Commentary: Jesus calls another disciple, Levi (also known as Matthew, the author of the first 

Gospel). Tax collectors were despised by Jews, seen as traitors collaborating with the Roman 

occupiers and notorious for corruption. Jesus' call to such a person is radical and scandalous to 

the religious elite. Levi's immediate response, like the fishermen, demonstrates radical 

obedience. 

• Application: Jesus calls unlikely people, those often marginalized or despised by society. His 

call demands immediate and radical obedience, regardless of our past or profession. 

Mark 2:15 (NLT): "Later, Levi invited Jesus and his disciples to his home as dinner guests, along with 

many tax collectors and other disreputable sinners. (There were many people of this kind among the 

crowds following Jesus.)" 



• Commentary: Levi's first act as a disciple is to host a feast, inviting his former associates—

"many tax collectors and other disreputable sinners." This creates a scene of scandalous 

fellowship from the perspective of the religious establishment. Mark notes that "many people of 

this kind" were attracted to Jesus. 

• Application: New believers often want to share their new faith with their old friends. Jesus' 

willingness to associate with "sinners" demonstrates His mission to reach the lost, not just the 

righteous. 

Mark 2:16 (NLT): "When the teachers of religious law who were Pharisees saw him eating with tax 

collectors and other sinners, they asked his disciples, 'Why does he eat with such scum?'" 

• Commentary: The "teachers of religious law who were Pharisees" (a strict Jewish sect known 

for their meticulous adherence to the Law and traditions) are scandalized. Their question reveals 

their disdain for "sinners" and their belief that association with such people would defile a 

righteous teacher. This highlights their legalistic and exclusive worldview. 

• Application: Religious pride and self-righteousness can lead to judgment and exclusion of 

those whom Jesus came to save. 

Mark 2:17 (NLT): "When Jesus heard this, he told them, 'Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick 

people do. I have come to call not those who think they are righteous, but those who know they are 

sinners.'" 

• Commentary: Jesus overhears their criticism and responds with a profound, memorable 

proverb. He identifies Himself as a "doctor" (physician) for the "sick" (sinners). His mission is 

explicitly to "call... those who know they are sinners," implying that the self-righteous (like the 

Pharisees) do not perceive their need for a spiritual physician. This statement powerfully defines 

His mission and justifies His association with outcasts. 

• Application: Jesus came for the lost, the broken, and the needy. We must recognize our own 

spiritual sickness before we can receive His healing. Our mission, like Jesus', is to reach those 

who know their need for Him. 

Mark 2:18-22: Questions About Fasting 

Mark 2:18 (NLT): "John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. So people came to Jesus and 

asked, 'Why don’t your disciples fast like John’s disciples and the Pharisees?'" 

• Commentary: The question about fasting arises from a comparison of practices. Fasting was a 

common religious discipline, practiced by John's disciples and strictly by the Pharisees, often as 

a sign of repentance or devotion. The question implies that Jesus' disciples are not as devout 

because they do not follow this practice. 

• Application: Religious practices, even good ones, can become a source of judgment if not 

understood in their proper context. 



Mark 2:19 (NLT): "Jesus replied, 'Do wedding guests fast while celebrating with the groom? Of 

course not. They enjoy themselves while he is still with them. But someday the groom will be taken 

away from them, and then they will fast.'" 

• Commentary: Jesus uses the analogy of a wedding feast. He is the "groom," and His presence 

signifies a time of joy and celebration, not mourning or fasting. This implicitly identifies 

Himself as the Messiah, whose coming ushers in a new era. The "someday the groom will be 

taken away" is a veiled reference to His future suffering and death, after which fasting would be 

appropriate. 

• Application: There is a proper time and season for different spiritual disciplines. The presence 

of Christ brings joy and celebration. 

Mark 2:20 (NLT): "But someday the groom will be taken away from them, and then they will fast." 

• Commentary: This reiterates the prophecy of His departure, hinting at the crucifixion and 

ascension. It also validates fasting as a legitimate spiritual discipline for a time when His 

physical presence is removed. 

• Application: Fasting is a spiritual discipline often associated with longing for God's presence or 

mourning in His absence. 

Mark 2:21 (NLT): "‘No one mends an old garment with a piece of new cloth. For the new patch will 

shrink and pull away from the old cloth, leaving an even bigger tear than before.’" 

• Commentary: Jesus uses two parables to explain why His ministry is not merely a patch on old 

Judaism. The new cloth (His new teaching and the Kingdom) does not fit with the old garment 

(the rigid, legalistic system of the Pharisees). Attempting to combine them would only cause 

more damage. 

• Application: Jesus' teaching represents a new covenant reality that cannot simply be merged 

with outdated religious systems or legalism. 

Mark 2:22 (NLT): "‘And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. For the new wine will burst the old 

skins, spilling the wine and ruining the skins. New wine is always put into new wineskins.’" 

• Commentary: This second parable reinforces the first. New wine (the vibrant, expanding 

reality of the Kingdom and the Holy Spirit) needs new wineskins (new forms, new 

understanding, new hearts). The old wineskins (rigid traditions, legalistic adherence) cannot 

contain the expansive power of the new covenant. 

• Application: Jesus' coming brought a radical new way of relating to God. We must be open to 

new ways God works and not try to fit His new wine into old, inflexible structures. 

Mark 2:23-28: Lord of the Sabbath 

Mark 2:23 (NLT): "One Sabbath day as Jesus was walking through a field of ripe grain, his disciples 

began to break off heads of grain to eat." 



• Commentary: This incident occurs on the Sabbath, setting up another confrontation with the 

Pharisees. The disciples' action was permissible for hunger according to Deuteronomy 23:25, 

but the Pharisees considered it "harvesting" and "threshing"—work forbidden on the Sabbath. 

• Application: Even seemingly innocent actions can become points of contention for those 

focused on legalistic interpretations. 

Mark 2:24 (NLT): "The Pharisees said to Jesus, 'Look! Why are your disciples doing what is illegal on 

the Sabbath?'" 

• Commentary: The Pharisees directly challenge Jesus, accusing His disciples of breaking the 

Sabbath law. Their focus is on the letter of the law, not its spirit or purpose. 

• Application: Legalism often prioritizes rules over human need and God's original intent. 

Mark 2:25-26 (NLT): "Jesus replied, 'Haven’t you ever read in the Scriptures what David did when he 

and his companions were hungry and in need? He entered the house of God when Abiathar was high 

priest and ate the sacred loaves of bread that only the priests are allowed to eat. He also gave some to 

his companions.'" 

• Commentary: Jesus counters their accusation by appealing to Scripture and a precedent 

involving King David (1 Samuel 21:1-6). David, though not a priest, ate the consecrated bread 

(showbread) out of necessity. Jesus argues that human need can, in certain circumstances, take 

precedence over strict ceremonial law, especially when no moral law is violated. The reference 

to "Abiathar" instead of Ahimelek (the actual high priest at the time) is a minor discrepancy 

often noted, but it doesn't undermine the point Jesus is making about David's action. 

• Application: Jesus uses Scripture to interpret Scripture. God's mercy and human need often 

take precedence over rigid legalistic interpretations of ceremonial laws. 

Mark 2:27 (NLT): "Then he said to them, 'The Sabbath was made to benefit people, not people to 

benefit the Sabbath.'" 

• Commentary: This is a foundational statement about the purpose of the Sabbath. The Sabbath 

was given as a gift for humanity's rest and refreshment, not as a burden or an end in itself. The 

Pharisees had inverted this purpose, making people slaves to the Sabbath. 

• Application: God's laws are for our good, not for our oppression. We must always seek to 

understand the spirit and purpose behind God's commands. 

Mark 2:28 (NLT): "So the Son of Man is Lord, even over the Sabbath!" 

• Commentary: Jesus culminates His argument with a powerful declaration of His own 

authority. By calling Himself "the Son of Man" (again, a messianic title implying divine 

authority) and stating that He is "Lord, even over the Sabbath," Jesus asserts His supreme 

authority over the very institution that the Pharisees held most sacred. He is not merely 

interpreting the Law; He is its ultimate authority and master. 



• Application: Jesus is sovereign over all things, including religious laws and traditions. Our 

ultimate allegiance is to Him, the Lord of the Sabbath, not to human interpretations or rules. 

Conclusion to Mark Chapter 2 

Mark Chapter 2 vividly portrays the escalating tension between Jesus and the religious establishment. 

Through five distinct encounters—the healing of the paralytic, the call of Levi and eating with sinners, 

the question of fasting, and the Sabbath controversies—Jesus consistently demonstrates His divine 

authority. He claims the power to forgive sins, declares His mission to call sinners, asserts His identity 

as the Bridegroom, and proclaims Himself Lord of the Sabbath. Each confrontation reveals the 

Pharisees' rigid legalism and their inability to grasp the new, expansive reality of the Kingdom of God 

breaking in through Jesus. This chapter sets a crucial precedent: Jesus' ministry will be marked by both 

widespread popular appeal and intense, growing opposition from those who cling to outdated traditions 

rather than embracing the living truth of the Son of God. 

Verse by Verse Commentary: The Gospel 

According to Mark, Chapter 3 

Introduction to Mark Chapter 3 

Mark Chapter 3 continues to escalate the conflict between Jesus and the religious authorities, 

particularly the Pharisees and Herodians. This chapter highlights Jesus' unwavering commitment to 

doing good and demonstrating God's power, even when it directly challenges established religious 

traditions and provokes intense opposition. It also marks a significant development in Jesus' ministry 

with the formal appointment of the Twelve Apostles, signifying the strategic expansion of His mission 

amidst growing hostility. The chapter concludes by revealing Jesus' redefinition of true spiritual family, 

emphasizing obedience to God's will over mere biological ties. 

Mark 3:1-6: Healing a Man with a Withered Hand on the Sabbath 

Mark 3:1 (NLT): "Jesus went into the synagogue again and noticed a man with a deformed hand." 

• Commentary: The setting is once again the synagogue on the Sabbath, a place of public 

worship and religious instruction. Jesus "noticed" the man, indicating His compassionate 

awareness of human suffering. The man's "deformed" or "withered" hand was a visible 

affliction, likely causing him great hardship and social stigma. 

• Application: Jesus is always aware of human suffering, even in a crowd. His compassion 

extends to those with physical and social disabilities. 

Mark 3:2 (NLT): "Since it was the Sabbath, Jesus’ enemies watched him closely. If he healed the man, 

they planned to accuse him of working on the Sabbath." 

• Commentary: The "enemies" (Pharisees and scribes, as context implies) are actively watching 

Jesus, not out of curiosity or desire for healing, but to find grounds for accusation. This reveals 



their hardened hearts and their prioritization of rigid legal interpretation over human need and 

divine compassion. They are setting a trap. 

• Application: Religious legalism can blind people to God's compassion and lead them to seek 

fault rather than truth. We must guard our hearts against such critical and accusatory spirits. 

Mark 3:3 (NLT): "Jesus said to the man with the deformed hand, 'Come up here where everyone can 

see.'" 

• Commentary: Jesus, aware of their malicious intent (as shown in v. 8), deliberately brings the 

situation into the open. He calls the man forward, forcing the observers to confront the dilemma 

directly. This public action puts the spotlight on both Jesus' power and the Pharisees' hardened 

hearts. 

• Application: Jesus often exposes hidden motives and brings truth into the light. He is not afraid 

to challenge opposition publicly when necessary. 

Mark 3:4 (NLT): "Then Jesus asked the Pharisees and teachers of religious law, 'Does the law permit 

good deeds on the Sabbath, or is it a day for evil? Is it a day to save life or to destroy it?' But they 

wouldn’t answer him." 

• Commentary: Jesus directly challenges His accusers with a piercing question that exposes the 

absurdity of their legalism. He frames the choice as between "good deeds" (healing/saving life) 

and "evil" (allowing suffering/destroying life). Their silence is deafening; they cannot answer 

without condemning themselves, as their rigid interpretation would lead to neglecting obvious 

good. Their silence reveals their hardened hearts and malicious intent. 

• Application: Jesus exposes hypocrisy by forcing a choice between compassion and rigid rules. 

True adherence to God's law involves doing good, especially when life or well-being is at stake. 

Mark 3:5 (NLT): "He looked at them with anger and deep sadness because their hearts were so hard. 

Then he said to the man, 'Hold out your hand.' So the man held it out, and it was restored!" 

• Commentary: Jesus' emotional response is significant: "anger" (righteous indignation at their 

hardness of heart) and "deep sadness" (grief over their spiritual blindness and resistance to 

God's will). Despite their opposition, Jesus proceeds with the miracle, demonstrating His 

unwavering commitment to doing good. The healing is immediate and complete. 

• Application: Jesus' anger is righteous, directed at sin and spiritual hardness, not at people 

personally. His sadness shows His compassion even for those who oppose Him. God's power 

will not be thwarted by human resistance. 

Mark 3:6 (NLT): "At once the Pharisees went away and began to plot with the Herodians how to kill 

him." 

• Commentary: This verse marks a critical turning point. The Pharisees, unable to refute Jesus' 

authority or compassion, immediately move from questioning to plotting His death. Their 

alliance with the Herodians (a political party generally opposed to the Pharisees but loyal to 



Herod and Rome) underscores the extreme nature of their opposition. This foreshadows the 

ultimate conspiracy that will lead to Jesus' crucifixion. 

• Application: Doing good in God's way can provoke intense opposition from those who resist 

His truth. The forces of darkness will conspire against Christ and His followers. 

Mark 3:7-12: Crowds Follow Jesus 

Mark 3:7 (NLT): "Jesus went to the Sea of Galilee with his disciples, and a large crowd followed him. 

They came from all over Galilee," 

• Commentary: Despite the escalating opposition, Jesus' popularity continues to grow. He 

withdraws from the immediate confrontation but continues His ministry. The "large crowd" 

indicates the widespread impact of His work. 

• Application: Opposition does not deter Jesus from His mission. His presence continues to draw 

people from diverse backgrounds. 

Mark 3:8 (NLT): "as well as from Judea, Jerusalem, Idumea, and from east of the Jordan River, and 

even from as far north as Tyre and Sidon. The news about his miracles had spread to all these regions, 

so vast numbers of people came to see him." 

• Commentary: This verse emphasizes the immense geographical reach of Jesus' fame. People 

are coming from all directions, even Gentile regions like Tyre and Sidon. The primary 

motivation for their coming is the "news about his miracles," highlighting His power to draw 

people. 

• Application: Jesus' fame and power transcend geographical and cultural boundaries. Miracles 

often serve to draw attention to His message. 

Mark 3:9 (NLT): "Jesus instructed his disciples to have a boat ready for him, so the crowd wouldn’t 

crush him." 

• Commentary: The crowds are so large and pressing that Jesus needs a contingency plan to 

avoid being overwhelmed or physically harmed. This practical detail underscores the immense 

pressure of His popularity. 

• Application: Even Jesus needed practical strategies to manage the demands of ministry and 

protect Himself for His mission. 

Mark 3:10 (NLT): "He had healed many people, and as a result, all the sick people eagerly pushed 

their way to him to touch him." 

• Commentary: The desire to touch Jesus for healing is intense, reflecting their desperate hope 

and belief in His power. This also explains why He needed space from the crowds. 

• Application: People are desperate for healing and hope, and they will go to great lengths to 

reach Jesus. 



Mark 3:11 (NLT): "And whenever evil spirits saw him, they fell down before him and screamed, 'You 

are the Son of God!'" 

• Commentary: Even as the crowds press in, the demons continue to recognize and acknowledge 

Jesus' true identity, falling down in submission and fear. Their confession, "You are the Son of 

God!" is accurate but unwelcome. 

• Application: Demonic forces recognize Jesus' divine authority and identity, even when many 

humans do not. 

Mark 3:12 (NLT): "But Jesus sternly ordered them not to reveal who he was." 

• Commentary: This is another instance of the "Messianic Secret." Jesus silences the demons 

because their testimony, though true, would be misunderstood by the crowds, potentially 

leading to a premature political uprising or a focus on Him merely as a miracle worker, rather 

than the suffering Servant-King. 

• Application: Jesus controls the revelation of His identity and mission, ensuring it unfolds 

according to God's perfect timing and purpose. 

Mark 3:13-19: Jesus Appoints the Twelve Apostles 

Mark 3:13 (NLT): "Then Jesus went up on a mountain and called out the ones he wanted to come with 

him, and they came to him." 

• Commentary: This is a pivotal moment in Mark's narrative. Jesus deliberately withdraws to a 

"mountain" (a place of divine revelation and authority, echoing Sinai). He "called out the ones 

he wanted," emphasizing His sovereign choice in selecting His inner circle. Their immediate 

response ("they came to him") highlights their obedience. 

• Application: Discipleship is by divine invitation and involves a personal response to Jesus' call. 

Mark 3:14 (NLT): "Then he appointed twelve of them and called them his apostles. They were to 

accompany him, and he would send them out to preach," 

• Commentary: The formal "appointment" of the "twelve" is highly significant. The number 

twelve evokes the twelve tribes of Israel, symbolizing the reconstitution of God's people under 

the new covenant. He names them "apostles" (Greek: apostolos, meaning "one who is sent"), 

defining their primary function. Their purpose is twofold: "to accompany him" (for training and 

intimate fellowship) and "he would send them out to preach" (for mission). 

• Application: Jesus calls us to both intimate fellowship with Him and active participation in His 

mission. Discipleship involves both learning and doing. 

Mark 3:15 (NLT): "and to have authority to cast out demons." 

• Commentary: This verse specifies the authority Jesus delegates to His apostles: power over 

evil spirits. This authority is crucial for their mission of proclaiming the Kingdom, as the 

expulsion of demons demonstrates the breaking in of God's rule. 



• Application: Jesus empowers His followers with spiritual authority to advance His Kingdom 

and confront the forces of darkness. 

Mark 3:16-19 (NLT): "Here are the names of the twelve he chose: Simon (whom he named Peter), 

James and John (the sons of Zebedee, but Jesus nicknamed them 'Sons of Thunder'), Andrew, Philip, 

Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James (son of Alphaeus), Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot, and Judas 

Iscariot (who later betrayed him)." 

• Commentary: Mark provides the full list of the Twelve, noting some significant details: 

• Simon (Peter): Jesus gives him a new name, "Peter" (meaning "rock"), foreshadowing 

his future leadership and foundational role. 

• James and John ("Sons of Thunder"): Their nickname (Greek: Boanerges) likely 

refers to their fiery temperaments or passionate zeal, which Jesus would refine. 

• Matthew: The former tax collector, highlighting Jesus' inclusive call. 

• Simon the Zealot: A member of a fiercely nationalistic group, demonstrating Jesus' 

ability to unite diverse individuals. 

• Judas Iscariot: Mark soberly notes his future betrayal, a stark reminder that even within 

the closest circle, evil can reside. 

• Application: Jesus chose a diverse group of individuals, with varied personalities and 

backgrounds, to be His apostles. This demonstrates His ability to transform and unite people for 

His purposes. The inclusion of Judas serves as a sobering reminder of human free will and the 

reality of betrayal. 

Mark 3:20-30: Jesus and Beelzebul 

Mark 3:20 (NLT): "When Jesus went home, so many people came to eat with him that he and his 

disciples couldn’t even find time to eat." 

• Commentary: The immense popularity and demands of the crowds continue to overwhelm 

Jesus and His disciples, highlighting the relentless pace of His ministry. 

• Application: Ministry can be exhausting. Even Jesus faced overwhelming demands on His time 

and energy. 

Mark 3:21 (NLT): "When his family heard what was happening, they tried to take him away. 'He’s out 

of his mind,' they said." 

• Commentary: Jesus' own family (likely His mother and brothers, though not explicitly named 

here) hear the rumors and conclude He is "out of his mind" or "beside himself" (Greek: exestē). 

They attempt to intervene, perhaps out of concern, embarrassment, or a desire to protect Him 

from Himself or the authorities. This reveals a lack of understanding and faith even among His 

closest relatives. 



• Application: Those closest to us, even family, may not always understand or support our 

commitment to Christ. Following Jesus can sometimes lead to misunderstanding or opposition 

from within our own households. 

Mark 3:22 (NLT): "But the teachers of religious law who had arrived from Jerusalem said, 'He’s 

possessed by Satan, the prince of demons. That’s why he can cast out demons.'" 

• Commentary: This is the most severe accusation yet. Scribes from Jerusalem, the religious 

capital, attribute Jesus' power to "Beelzebul" (a derogatory term for Satan, "prince of demons"). 

They cannot deny His exorcisms, so they attribute them to demonic power, effectively accusing 

Jesus of being in league with the devil. This is a deliberate and malicious misinterpretation of 

His divine work. 

• Application: When people cannot deny the power of God, they may resort to attributing it to 

evil. This demonstrates the spiritual blindness and hardness of heart that opposes God's truth. 

Mark 3:23 (NLT): "Jesus called them over and began to explain with parables: 'How can Satan cast 

out Satan?'" 

• Commentary: Jesus directly confronts their accusation, using logical, self-evident parables. His 

first point is a simple absurdity: Satan would not work against himself, as that would lead to his 

own downfall. 

• Application: Jesus uses logic to expose the flawed reasoning of His opponents. Evil is 

inherently self-destructive. 

Mark 3:24-26 (NLT): "‘A kingdom divided against itself will collapse. Similarly, a family divided 

against itself will disintegrate. And if Satan is divided and fights against himself, he cannot stand but is 

finished!’" 

• Commentary: Jesus extends the analogy: just as a divided kingdom or family cannot stand, 

neither can Satan's kingdom if he were fighting himself. This powerfully refutes their 

accusation, showing that His exorcisms are evidence of God's power against Satan, not from 

him. 

• Application: Unity is essential for strength, even for evil. Jesus' power over demons proves that 

He is breaking into Satan's kingdom. 

Mark 3:27 (NLT): "‘Indeed, no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods unless he 

first ties up the strong man. Then he can plunder his house.’" 

• Commentary: This is a crucial parable. Jesus identifies Satan as the "strong man" who holds 

humanity captive in his "house." Jesus is the one who has entered, "tied up" (overpowered) 

Satan, and is now "plundering his goods" (delivering people from demonic bondage). This is a 

clear declaration of Jesus' superior power and His mission to liberate those enslaved by evil. 

• Application: Jesus has conquered Satan. His exorcisms are a demonstration of His victory and 

His power to set the captives free. 



Mark 3:28-29 (NLT): "‘I tell you the truth, all sin and blasphemy can be forgiven, but anyone who 

blasphemes the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven. This is an eternal sin.’" 

• Commentary: This is a solemn and terrifying warning. Jesus states that "all sin and 

blasphemy" can be forgiven, emphasizing the vastness of God's mercy. However, "blasphemy 

against the Holy Spirit" is an "eternal sin" that "will never be forgiven." This specific sin is not a 

single act but a persistent, deliberate, and malicious rejection of the undeniable work of the 

Holy Spirit through Jesus, attributing divine power to Satan. It represents a hardened, 

unrepentant heart that willfully resists God's truth and grace, making forgiveness impossible 

because the person refuses to acknowledge the source of salvation. 

• Application: God's grace is immense, but there is a limit to His patience when faced with 

persistent, willful rejection of His Spirit's work. This warning should lead to humility and a 

readiness to respond to the Spirit, not to fear for those who genuinely repent. 

Mark 3:30 (NLT): "He said this because they were saying, 'He has an evil spirit.'" 

• Commentary: Mark explicitly clarifies why Jesus gave this severe warning: the scribes were 

attributing Jesus' Spirit-empowered exorcisms to an "evil spirit" (Beelzebul/Satan). This was the 

very act of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. 

• Application: The context shows that blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is a deliberate, 

malicious rejection of God's clear work, attributing it to evil. 

Mark 3:31-35: Jesus' True Family 

Mark 3:31 (NLT): "Then Jesus’ mother and brothers came to see him. They stood outside and sent 

someone to tell him to come out." 

• Commentary: This scene follows directly after the accusation of Jesus being "out of his mind" 

(v. 21) and the blasphemy accusation. His family arrives, perhaps still concerned about His 

mental state or seeking to remove Him from the controversial situation. They remain "outside," 

unable or unwilling to enter the crowded house, highlighting a physical and perhaps spiritual 

distance. 

• Application: Even family members can misunderstand or be outside the circle of full spiritual 

understanding and commitment. 

Mark 3:32 (NLT): "A crowd was sitting around him, and someone said, 'Your mother and your 

brothers are outside asking for you.'" 

• Commentary: A person in the crowd informs Jesus, bringing the external request into His 

immediate presence. 

• Application: Jesus is always aware of those seeking Him, both physically and spiritually. 

Mark 3:33 (NLT): "Jesus replied, 'Who is my mother? Who are my brothers?'" 



• Commentary: Jesus' rhetorical question is not a rejection of His biological family, but a 

redefinition of what true family means in the context of the Kingdom of God. He is shifting the 

focus from physical lineage to spiritual connection. 

• Application: Jesus challenges our conventional understanding of family, emphasizing spiritual 

bonds over biological ones. 

Mark 3:34 (NLT): "Then he looked at those sitting in a circle around him and said, 'Look, these are 

my mother and my brothers.'" 

• Commentary: Jesus gestures to His disciples and those gathered around Him, those who are 

listening to and following His teaching. These are the ones who constitute His new, spiritual 

family. 

• Application: True spiritual family is defined by relationship with Jesus and obedience to God's 

will. 

Mark 3:35 (NLT): "‘Anyone who does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.’" 

• Commentary: This is the climactic statement. The defining characteristic of Jesus' true family 

is not blood relation but doing God's will. This radical statement elevates spiritual obedience 

above all other human ties, establishing a new community based on divine purpose. 

• Application: Our spiritual identity and family are found in our relationship with God through 

Christ and our obedience to His will. This challenges us to prioritize God's will above all else. 

Conclusion to Mark Chapter 3 

Mark Chapter 3 presents a series of escalating confrontations that solidify the opposition against Jesus 

while simultaneously revealing His unwavering authority and His strategic establishment of the new 

covenant community. The healing on the Sabbath exposes the Pharisees' hardened hearts and leads to 

their deadly plot. Amidst overwhelming popularity, Jesus deliberately appoints the Twelve Apostles, 

empowering them for both fellowship and mission, particularly over evil spirits. The chapter 

culminates in the severe accusation of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, which Jesus refutes by 

asserting His power over Satan's kingdom. Finally, Jesus redefines family, emphasizing that spiritual 

kinship, forged through obedience to God's will, transcends biological ties. This chapter underscores 

the radical nature of Jesus' ministry, the growing intensity of the spiritual battle, and the foundational 

importance of those called to follow Him in this new Kingdom reality. 

Verse by Verse Commentary: The Gospel 

According to Mark, Chapter 4 

Introduction to Mark Chapter 4 

Mark Chapter 4 marks a significant shift in Jesus' teaching methodology: a focus on parables. While 

Jesus has taught with authority from the beginning, this chapter emphasizes His use of stories to reveal 



the mysteries of the Kingdom of God to some, while concealing them from others. The chapter begins 

with the foundational Parable of the Sower, followed by its detailed explanation, and then two shorter 

parables illustrating the nature of the Kingdom's growth. It concludes with a dramatic demonstration of 

Jesus' authority over creation, reinforcing His divine power even as His teaching becomes more 

enigmatic. This chapter highlights the importance of hearing, understanding, and responding to the 

Word of God. 

Mark 4:1-20: The Parable of the Sower 

Mark 4:1 (NLT): "Once again Jesus began teaching by the lakeshore. A very large crowd soon 

gathered around him, so he got into a boat. Then he sat in the boat while all the people remained on the 

shore, listening." 

• Commentary: Jesus returns to the familiar setting of the lakeshore, where large crowds gather. 

The use of a boat as a teaching platform provides Him with a natural pulpit, allowing His voice 

to carry over the water to the multitude on the shore. This practical strategy enables Him to 

teach effectively to a vast audience. 

• Application: Jesus adapts His methods to effectively reach His audience. We should seek 

creative ways to share the Gospel. 

Mark 4:2 (NLT): "He taught them many things by using stories called parables. He said," 

• Commentary: Mark introduces Jesus' primary teaching method in this section: "parables" 

(Greek: parabolē), which are earthly stories with heavenly meanings. These are not just 

illustrations but often enigmatic sayings designed to provoke thought and reveal truth to those 

with open hearts, while concealing it from those who are hardened. 

• Application: Jesus uses relatable stories to convey profound spiritual truths, inviting us to look 

beyond the surface. 

Mark 4:3 (NLT): "‘Listen! A farmer went out to plant some seed." 

• Commentary: The parable begins with a simple, familiar agricultural scene. The command to 

"Listen!" (Greek: Akouete!) emphasizes the importance of attentive hearing, foreshadowing the 

different ways people will respond to the message. 

• Application: Effective hearing is crucial for understanding God's Word. We must listen 

attentively to receive spiritual truth. 

Mark 4:4 (NLT): "As he scattered it across his field, some of the seed fell on a footpath, and the birds 

came and ate it." 

• Commentary: The "footpath" represents hard, compacted ground, where the seed cannot 

penetrate. It lies exposed, easily devoured by "birds." This illustrates a superficial reception of 

the Word. 

• Application: Some hearts are hardened and unreceptive to the Gospel, allowing the enemy to 

quickly snatch away the message. 



Mark 4:5 (NLT): "Other seed fell on shallow soil with underlying rock. The seed sprouted quickly 

because the soil was shallow." 

• Commentary: "Shallow soil with underlying rock" allows for quick germination but prevents 

deep rooting. The initial enthusiasm is evident in the quick sprouting. 

• Application: Some receive the Word with initial enthusiasm but lack deep spiritual roots, 

making them vulnerable to trials. 

Mark 4:6 (NLT): "But the plant soon wilted under the hot sun, and since it didn’t have deep roots, it 

died." 

• Commentary: The lack of "deep roots" leads to the plant wilting and dying under the "hot sun." 

This symbolizes a lack of endurance when faced with adversity or persecution. 

• Application: Without deep roots in Christ, faith can wither under the heat of trials and 

persecution. 

Mark 4:7 (NLT): "Other seed fell among thorns that grew up and choked out the tender plants, so they 

produced no grain." 

• Commentary: "Thorns" represent competing elements that choke the life out of the seed. The 

plants grow, but their fruitfulness is stifled. 

• Application: Worldly distractions, anxieties, and desires can choke out the effectiveness of 

God's Word in our lives, preventing spiritual fruit. 

Mark 4:8 (NLT): "Still other seed fell on fertile soil, and the plants produced a harvest of thirty, sixty, 

or even a hundred times as much as had been planted!" 

• Commentary: "Fertile soil" represents a receptive heart. The seed takes root, grows, and 

produces abundant fruit—a "harvest" far exceeding what was planted. The varying yields 

(thirty, sixty, a hundredfold) indicate different levels of fruitfulness, all of which are abundant. 

• Application: A receptive heart allows God's Word to take deep root, leading to abundant 

spiritual fruitfulness in our lives. 

Mark 4:9 (NLT): "Then he added, 'Anyone with ears to hear must listen!'" 

• Commentary: This repeated phrase (also in 4:23) emphasizes the importance of not just 

hearing the words, but truly understanding and responding to the spiritual truth within them. It's 

a call to active, discerning listening. 

• Application: We must not just hear God's Word passively, but actively seek to understand and 

apply it to our lives. 

Mark 4:10 (NLT): "Later, when Jesus was alone with the twelve disciples and with the others who 

were following him, they asked him to explain the parables." 



• Commentary: This verse highlights the distinction between the general crowd and Jesus' inner 

circle. The disciples, recognizing the deeper meaning, seek private explanation, demonstrating 

their desire for understanding. 

• Application: True discipleship involves a desire for deeper understanding of God's truth, often 

sought in private study and fellowship. 

Mark 4:11-12 (NLT): "He replied, 'You are permitted to understand the secret of the Kingdom of God. 

But to those on the outside, everything is explained in parables, so that, ‘They will see with their eyes 

but not perceive; they will hear with their ears but not understand. Otherwise, they will turn to me and 

be forgiven.’'" 

• Commentary: This is a crucial and often challenging statement. Jesus explains His purpose in 

using parables: to reveal the "secret" (Greek: mystērion) of the Kingdom to His disciples, while 

simultaneously concealing it from "those on the outside" (those who are hardened and resistant). 

The quotation from Isaiah 6:9-10 indicates that this concealment is a judgment on those who 

willfully refuse to believe, preventing them from repenting and being forgiven. It's not that 

Jesus wants them not to be forgiven, but that their continued rejection leads to a judicial 

hardening. 

• Application: The truths of God's Kingdom are revealed to those with receptive hearts, but 

concealed from those who willfully reject Him. Our response to God's Word determines our 

understanding. 

Mark 4:13 (NLT): "Then Jesus said to them, 'If you don’t understand this parable, how will you 

understand all the other parables?'" 

• Commentary: Jesus emphasizes the foundational nature of the Parable of the Sower. 

Understanding this parable is key to grasping the meaning of all other parables, as it reveals the 

different responses to the Word of God. 

• Application: Understanding how we receive God's Word is fundamental to our spiritual growth 

and comprehension of other spiritual truths. 

Mark 4:14 (NLT): "The farmer plants seed by taking God’s Word to people." 

• Commentary: Jesus explicitly identifies the "seed" as "God's Word" (the message of the 

Kingdom). The "farmer" is anyone who proclaims this Word. 

• Application: The Gospel message is the powerful seed that God uses to bring forth life. 

Mark 4:15 (NLT): "The seeds that fell on the footpath represent those who hear the message, only to 

have Satan come at once and take it away." 

• Commentary: The "footpath" hearers are those who have hardened hearts, allowing "Satan" 

(the "birds") to immediately snatch away the Word before it can take root. There is no 

understanding or retention. 



• Application: We must guard our hearts against the enemy's attempts to steal the Word. A 

hardened heart prevents the message from penetrating. 

Mark 4:16-17 (NLT): "The seeds on the shallow soil with underlying rock represent those who hear 

the message and immediately receive it with joy. But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last 

long. They fall away as soon as they have problems or are persecuted for believing God’s Word." 

• Commentary: The "shallow soil" hearers show initial enthusiasm ("immediately receive it with 

joy") but lack spiritual depth ("don't have deep roots"). Their faith is superficial and temporary, 

wilting under "problems" (trials, afflictions) or "persecution." 

• Application: Superficial faith, lacking deep roots in Christ, cannot withstand the pressures of 

life or opposition. Perseverance in faith requires deep spiritual grounding. 

Mark 4:18-19 (NLT): "The seeds that fell among the thorns represent others who hear God’s Word, 

but all too quickly the message is crowded out by the worries of this life, the lure of wealth, and the 

desire for other things, so no fruit is produced." 

• Commentary: The "thorny" hearers receive the Word, but it is choked out by competing 

desires: "worries of this life," "lure of wealth," and "desire for other things." These distractions 

prevent the Word from producing "fruit" (spiritual growth and effectiveness). 

• Application: Worldly concerns, materialism, and competing desires can suffocate the spiritual 

life and render us unfruitful. We must prioritize God's Word above all else. 

Mark 4:20 (NLT): "And the seeds that fell on the good soil represent those who hear God’s Word, 

accept it, and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as much as had been planted!" 

• Commentary: The "good soil" hearers are those with receptive hearts. They "hear," "accept" 

(receive and understand), and "produce a harvest." The varying yields indicate that while all 

receptive hearts bear fruit, the degree of fruitfulness may differ. 

• Application: A humble, receptive heart is essential for God's Word to take root, grow, and 

produce abundant spiritual fruit in our lives. 

Mark 4:21-25: A Lamp Under a Basket 

Mark 4:21 (NLT): "Then Jesus asked, 'Would anyone light a lamp and then put it under a basket or 

under a bed? Of course not! A lamp is placed on a stand, where it can shed its light.'" 

• Commentary: This parable emphasizes the purpose of revelation. A lamp is meant to give light, 

not to be hidden. Jesus' teaching, though sometimes in parables, is ultimately meant to be 

revealed and to illuminate. The "basket" (Greek: modios) was a grain-measuring container, 

symbolizing common, everyday concerns that can obscure spiritual truth. 

• Application: God's truth is meant to be revealed and to bring light. We should not hide the truth 

we receive but let it shine. 

Mark 4:22 (NLT): "For everything that is hidden will eventually be brought into the open, and every 

secret will be made known." 



• Commentary: This statement reinforces the idea that the "secret" of the Kingdom, revealed in 

parables, will eventually be fully understood and proclaimed. There is a future time of full 

disclosure and clarity. 

• Application: God's truth cannot be permanently hidden. What is revealed to us now will 

eventually be made fully known. 

Mark 4:23 (NLT): "‘Anyone with ears to hear must listen!’" 

• Commentary: This repeated phrase again underscores the importance of attentive, discerning 

hearing. It's a call to spiritual receptivity. 

• Application: We must continually strive to hear and understand God's Word, recognizing its 

profound importance. 

Mark 4:24 (NLT): "Then he added, 'Pay close attention to what you hear. The closer you listen, the 

more understanding you will be given. And you will receive even more.'" 

• Commentary: This verse emphasizes the principle of spiritual reciprocity. The degree of 

understanding and spiritual blessing received is directly proportional to the attentiveness and 

earnestness of one's listening. Those who genuinely seek will be given more. 

• Application: Our spiritual growth is directly tied to how diligently and attentively we engage 

with God's Word. To those who use what they have, more will be given. 

Mark 4:25 (NLT): "‘To those who use well what they are given, even more will be given. But from 

those who do nothing, even what little they have will be taken away.’" 

• Commentary: This is a principle of divine economy and spiritual stewardship. Those who 

respond to and utilize the truth they receive will experience spiritual growth and further 

revelation. But those who neglect or ignore the truth they are given will lose even what little 

understanding they had. 

• Application: We are accountable for how we respond to God's Word. Spiritual truth is a gift to 

be cherished, cultivated, and applied, not neglected. 

Mark 4:26-29: The Parable of the Growing Seed 

Mark 4:26 (NLT): "Jesus also said, 'Here is another illustration of what the Kingdom of God is like: A 

farmer scatters seed on the ground.'" 

• Commentary: This parable focuses on the mysterious, inherent power of the Kingdom's 

growth. The farmer's role is to sow the seed; the growth itself is beyond his control. 

• Application: Our role in the Kingdom is to faithfully sow the seed of the Word; God is 

responsible for the growth. 

Mark 4:27 (NLT): "‘Then he goes to bed at night and gets up the next morning, and the seed sprouts 

and grows. He doesn’t understand how it happens,’" 



• Commentary: The farmer performs his daily tasks, but the process of germination and growth 

happens mysteriously, independently of his direct intervention or comprehension. This 

highlights the hidden, organic, and divine power of the Kingdom's expansion. 

• Application: The Kingdom of God grows by its own divine power, often in ways we don't fully 

understand. We can trust God to bring forth the fruit. 

Mark 4:28 (NLT): "‘for the earth produces the crops on its own. First a leaf blade emerges, then the 

heads of grain, then the full grain in the head.’" 

• Commentary: The growth is natural and progressive, following a divine order: from blade to 

head to full grain. This emphasizes the gradual, organic development of the Kingdom. 

• Application: Spiritual growth is a process, not an instantaneous event. It happens progressively 

as God works in our lives. 

Mark 4:29 (NLT): "‘And as soon as the grain is ready, the farmer comes with his sickle to harvest it, 

for the harvest time has come.’" 

• Commentary: The parable concludes with the harvest, signifying the culmination of the 

Kingdom's growth and the final judgment. The "sickle" is an image of judgment and gathering. 

• Application: The Kingdom of God is growing towards a definite culmination, a time of harvest 

and final reckoning. 

Mark 4:30-34: The Parable of the Mustard Seed 

Mark 4:30 (NLT): "Jesus also said, 'How can I describe the Kingdom of God? What parable should I 

use to explain it?'" 

• Commentary: Jesus' rhetorical questions emphasize the challenge of describing the Kingdom's 

unique nature, particularly its humble beginnings and vast future. 

• Application: The Kingdom of God is unlike anything we can fully comprehend, requiring 

divine revelation to understand. 

Mark 4:31-32 (NLT): "‘It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. Yet when 

planted, it grows to become the largest of all garden plants, with branches big enough for birds to make 

nests in.’" 

• Commentary: The mustard seed, though tiny, grows into a surprisingly large plant (a bush, not 

a tree, but significant for a garden plant). This parable illustrates the remarkable contrast 

between the humble, inconspicuous beginnings of the Kingdom of God (Jesus' seemingly small 

band of disciples, His unpretentious ministry) and its future, expansive growth and influence. 

The "birds making nests" symbolizes the Kingdom's ability to provide shelter and refuge for 

many. 

• Application: The Kingdom of God often begins small and unnoticed, but it possesses an 

inherent, divine power to grow into something vast and influential, providing refuge and 

blessing to multitudes. 



Mark 4:33 (NLT): "Jesus used many similar parables to teach the people as much as they could 

understand." 

• Commentary: Mark emphasizes that Jesus tailored His teaching to His audience's capacity ("as 

much as they could understand"). He used parables extensively as His primary method of public 

instruction. 

• Application: Effective teaching involves adapting the message to the listener's ability to 

comprehend. 

Mark 4:34 (NLT): "He always used parables when he taught them, but afterward, when he was alone 

with his disciples, he explained everything to them." 

• Commentary: This verse reiterates the dual purpose of parables: public teaching that often 

veiled deeper meaning, and private explanation to His disciples. The disciples received 

privileged insight into the "secret" of the Kingdom. 

• Application: Jesus provides deeper understanding to those who commit to following Him and 

seek further revelation. 

Mark 4:35-41: Jesus Calms the Storm 

Mark 4:35 (NLT):: "As evening came, Jesus said to his disciples, 'Let’s cross to the other side of the 

lake.'" 

• Commentary: This marks a transition from teaching to a dramatic demonstration of Jesus' 

authority. The setting is the Sea of Galilee, known for its sudden, violent storms. 

• Application: Following Jesus often involves unexpected journeys and challenges. 

Mark 4:36 (NLT): "So they left the crowd, and in the boat with him they took along the other boats." 

• Commentary: They depart immediately, taking other boats with them, indicating a larger group 

of followers, not just the Twelve. 

• Application: Discipleship involves leaving the crowds and embarking on a journey with Jesus. 

Mark 4:37 (NLT): "Suddenly, a fierce storm came up, with high waves breaking into the boat, so that 

it was nearly swamped." 

• Commentary: The storm is sudden and violent ("fierce," "high waves," "nearly swamped"), 

highlighting the disciples' peril and the raw power of nature. This sets the stage for Jesus' 

miraculous intervention. 

• Application: Life's storms can arise suddenly and threaten to overwhelm us, even when we are 

following Jesus. 

Mark 4:38 (NLT): "Jesus was sleeping at the back of the boat with his head on a cushion. The 

disciples woke him up, shouting, 'Teacher, don’t you care that we’re going to drown?'" 



• Commentary: Jesus' deep sleep demonstrates His complete peace and trust in the Father, even 

amidst chaos. The disciples' desperate cry reveals their fear and lack of faith ("don't you care?"). 

They question His concern, despite His presence. 

• Application: In the midst of life's storms, it's easy to question Jesus' presence or care, even 

when He is right there with us. 

Mark 4:39 (NLT): "Jesus woke up and commanded the wind and waves, 'Silence! Be still!' Suddenly 

the wind stopped, and there was a great calm." 

• Commentary: Jesus' response is immediate and authoritative. He "commanded" (Greek: 

epitimaō, also used for rebuking demons) the natural elements, treating them as if they were 

sentient beings under His dominion. The result is instantaneous and absolute: "great calm." This 

is a powerful demonstration of His divine power over creation. 

• Application: Jesus has absolute authority over the forces of nature. He can bring peace to our 

most turbulent circumstances. 

Mark 4:40 (NLT): "Then he asked them, 'Why are you afraid? Do you still not have faith?'" 

• Commentary: Jesus rebukes His disciples not for waking Him, but for their fear and lack of 

faith. Their fear stemmed from their failure to trust in His power and presence. "Do you still not 

have faith?" indicates a recurring spiritual struggle. 

• Application: Fear is often a sign of a lack of faith. Jesus calls us to trust Him even when 

circumstances are overwhelming. 

Mark 4:41 (NLT): "The disciples were terrified and asked each other, 'Who is this man? Even the 

wind and waves obey him!'" 

• Commentary: The disciples' fear shifts from the storm to Jesus Himself. They are "terrified" 

(Greek: phobeō, a strong fear, awe-filled reverence). Their question, "Who is this man?" reveals 

their growing realization of His unique, divine identity. His power over nature is a profound 

revelation of His deity. 

• Application: Encounters with Jesus' divine power should lead us to greater awe and a deeper 

understanding of who He truly is. 

Conclusion to Mark Chapter 4 

Mark Chapter 4 is a pivotal chapter that reveals Jesus as the authoritative teacher of the Kingdom of 

God and the sovereign Lord over creation. Through the Parable of the Sower, Jesus explains the varied 

responses to God's Word, emphasizing the importance of a receptive heart for fruitfulness. The parables 

of the Growing Seed and the Mustard Seed illustrate the mysterious, inherent power of the Kingdom's 

growth from humble beginnings to vast influence. The chapter culminates with Jesus' dramatic calming 

of the storm, a powerful demonstration of His divine authority over nature, which leaves His disciples 

in awe and wrestling with the profound question of His true identity. This chapter underscores that 



understanding and responding to Jesus' teaching is paramount, and that His power extends far beyond 

human comprehension. 

Verse by Verse Commentary: The Gospel 

According to Mark, Chapter 5 

Introduction to Mark Chapter 5 

Mark Chapter 5 presents a remarkable series of three intertwined miracles that powerfully demonstrate 

Jesus' absolute authority over demonic forces, disease, and even death itself. Each account builds upon 

the previous one, showcasing different facets of His divine power and compassion. The chapter moves 

from the dramatic exorcism of Legion in Gentile territory to the desperate plea of a synagogue leader, 

Jairus, and, significantly, pauses mid-narrative to recount the spontaneous healing of a woman suffering 

from a long-term hemorrhage. These interwoven stories not only highlight Jesus' supernatural 

capabilities but also emphasize the transformative power of faith and His willingness to touch the 

untouchable and bring life where there is despair. 

Mark 5:1-20: Jesus Heals the Demoniac of Gerasa (Gerasene Demoniac) 

Mark 5:1 (NLT): "So they arrived at the other side of the lake, in the region of the Gerasenes." 

• Commentary: After calming the storm, Jesus and His disciples arrive in Gentile territory, east 

of the Sea of Galilee. This shows Jesus' mission extends beyond Jewish lands, anticipating the 

spread of the Gospel to all nations. The "Gerasenes" refers to a region connected to the city of 

Gerasa (or Gadara in other accounts), a Decapolis city known for its pigs, indicating a 

predominantly Gentile population. 

• Application: Jesus crosses cultural and geographical boundaries to bring salvation. Our mission 

should also extend beyond our comfortable spheres. 

Mark 5:2 (NLT): "Immediately as Jesus got out of the boat, a man possessed by an evil spirit came out 

from the tombs to meet him." 

• Commentary: The encounter is immediate and dramatic. The man is described as "possessed 

by an evil spirit," highlighting the severe demonic oppression. His dwelling "from the tombs" 

(cemeteries) signifies extreme defilement and isolation, as tombs were considered unclean 

places. This man is utterly marginalized and beyond human control. 

• Application: Demonic oppression often leads to extreme isolation and destructive behaviors. 

Jesus directly confronts the darkest spiritual forces. 

Mark 5:3-5 (NLT): "No one could chain him anymore, not even with a chain. For he had often been 

chained hand and foot, but he broke the chains and smashed the irons on his feet. No one was strong 

enough to subdue him. Day and night he wandered among the tombs and in the hills, crying out and 

cutting himself with stones." 



• Commentary: Mark vividly portrays the man's immense, supernatural strength, indicating the 

powerful nature of the demon(s) controlling him. His inability to be restrained by human means, 

coupled with his self-destructive behavior ("cutting himself"), paints a picture of profound 

torment and hopelessness. This highlights the complete powerlessness of humanity against such 

spiritual forces without divine intervention. 

• Application: This is a sobering picture of intense spiritual bondage, where human attempts at 

control or healing are futile. It underscores the overwhelming power of evil and the desperate 

need for Jesus' intervention. 

Mark 5:6 (NLT): "When Jesus was still some distance away, the man saw him, ran to him, and bowed 

low before him." 

• Commentary: The demon-possessed man, compelled by the demonic forces within him, reacts 

to Jesus' presence even from a distance. The act of "bowing low" (prostrating oneself) is an act 

of submission, demonstrating the demons' recognition of Jesus' divine authority, despite their 

immediate defiance. 

• Application: Demonic forces immediately recognize Jesus' authority, even when people do not. 

True worship is an act of submission to His power. 

Mark 5:7 (NLT): "With a loud shriek, he cried, 'Why are you interfering with me, Jesus, Son of the 

Most High God? In God’s name, I beg you, don’t torture me!'" 

• Commentary: The demon (speaking through the man) shrieks a desperate plea. It uses Jesus' 

full titles: "Jesus, Son of the Most High God," revealing its knowledge of His divine identity 

and supreme authority. The demon's plea "don't torture me" shows its fear of divine judgment 

and the torment it knows Jesus can inflict. "Interfering with me" implies Jesus is disrupting its 

control. 

• Application: Demons acknowledge Jesus' divine authority and fear His power to judge and 

torment them. They know their ultimate fate. 

Mark 5:8 (NLT): "(For Jesus had already said, 'Come out of the man, you evil spirit!')" 

• Commentary: Mark interjects to explain the demon's desperate plea: Jesus had already begun 

to command it to leave. This shows Jesus' proactive authority; He doesn't wait to be asked. 

• Application: Jesus takes the initiative to confront evil. His word is powerful and effective even 

before a full confrontation. 

Mark 5:9 (NLT): "Then Jesus demanded, 'What is your name?' And he replied, 'My name is Legion, 

for there are many of us inside this man.'" 

• Commentary: Jesus asks for the demon's "name," not because He doesn't know, but to 

demonstrate His authority and expose the extent of the demonic presence. The name "Legion" 

(a Roman military unit of 5,000-6,000 soldiers) signifies a vast number of demons inhabiting 

the man, explaining his supernatural strength and severe torment. 



• Application: Jesus seeks to expose and understand the nature of the spiritual bondage before 

delivering. The spiritual realm can be complex, with multiple forces at play. 

Mark 5:10 (NLT): "Then the evil spirits begged him again and again not to send them to the place of 

no return." 

• Commentary: The demons are terrified of being sent to "the place of no return" (the abyss, or 

hell). They know their ultimate destiny and that Jesus has the authority to immediately dispatch 

them there. 

• Application: Demons have a profound understanding of eternal judgment and Jesus' power 

over it. 

Mark 5:11 (NLT): "A large herd of pigs was feeding on the hillside nearby." 

• Commentary: The presence of "pigs" confirms the Gentile setting (pigs were unclean to Jews). 

This detail sets up the subsequent request and allows for a visible demonstration of the demons' 

departure and number. 

• Application: God can use even seemingly mundane details in the environment to demonstrate 

His power and facilitate His plan. 

Mark 5:12 (NLT): "‘Send us into those pigs,’ the demons begged. ‘Let us enter them.’" 

• Commentary: The demons, seeking to avoid the abyss, request permission to enter the pigs. 

This shows that even demonic forces are ultimately subservient to Jesus and require His 

permission. 

• Application: Even evil spirits are under God's ultimate control; they cannot act without His 

allowance. 

Mark 5:13 (NLT): "So Jesus gave them permission. The evil spirits came out of the man and entered 

the pigs, and the entire herd of about 2,000 pigs plunged down the steep hillside into the lake and 

drowned in the water." 

• Commentary: Jesus "gave them permission," highlighting His complete control. The 

instantaneous and violent reaction of the pigs (plunging and drowning) visually confirms the 

departure and multitude of the demons. The destruction of the pigs underscores the destructive 

nature of these evil spirits. 

• Application: The destructive power of evil is immense, even when transferred to animals. 

Jesus' power is greater than any demonic force. 

Mark 5:14 (NLT): "The herdsmen fled to the nearby town and the surrounding countryside, spreading 

the news of what had happened to the pigs and to the man. Everyone rushed out to see for themselves." 

• Commentary: The herdsmen, witnessing the dramatic event, immediately spread the news. The 

rapid dissemination of the story highlights the profound impact of this miracle. People are 

drawn out of curiosity and amazement. 



• Application: The impact of Jesus' power often spreads rapidly, drawing people to investigate. 

Mark 5:15 (NLT): "A crowd soon gathered to see Jesus and the man who had been possessed by 

demons. They saw the man sitting there, clothed and in his right mind. And a great fear swept over the 

crowd." 

• Commentary: The contrast is stark: the formerly naked, uncontrollable, self-mutilating man is 

now "sitting there, clothed and in his right mind." This complete transformation is undeniable 

proof of his deliverance. However, instead of rejoicing, a "great fear" sweeps over the crowd, a 

fear born of awe at Jesus' immense power, but also perhaps fear of the economic loss and the 

disruption of their familiar world by such a powerful, unconventional figure. 

• Application: True spiritual transformation is evident in a restored mind and dignified behavior. 

Encounters with Jesus' power can evoke fear as well as faith, sometimes leading to rejection due 

to discomfort with His radical authority. 

Mark 5:16 (NLT): "Then those who had seen it told the others what had happened to the demon-

possessed man and to the pigs." 

• Commentary: The eyewitnesses continue to recount the incredible events, solidifying the 

narrative of Jesus' power. 

• Application: Personal testimonies of Jesus' transformative power are compelling and help 

spread the Good News. 

Mark 5:17 (NLT): "And the crowd began to beg Jesus to go away and leave them alone." 

• Commentary: This is a tragic and ironic response. Instead of welcoming the liberator, the 

people prioritize their economic loss (the pigs) and their discomfort with Jesus' disruptive power 

over the liberation of a tormented man. They prefer their familiar, albeit demonically oppressed, 

status quo. 

• Application: Sometimes, people prefer their familiar comfort and worldly possessions over the 

radical transformation and challenging presence of Jesus. Fear of change or loss can lead to 

rejecting divine intervention. 

Mark 5:18 (NLT): "As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed 

begged to go with him." 

• Commentary: In contrast to the crowd's rejection, the newly freed man yearns to follow Jesus, 

demonstrating immense gratitude and newfound devotion. He wants to be a disciple. 

• Application: Those who have experienced Jesus' liberating power often desire to follow Him 

intimately and serve Him. 

Mark 5:19 (NLT): "But Jesus said, 'No, go home to your family, and tell them everything the Lord has 

done for you and how merciful he has been.' " 

• Commentary: Jesus gives the man a specific and unique command, a departure from His usual 

"Messianic Secret." In Gentile territory, without the same risk of political misunderstanding, 



Jesus commissions the man as His first Gentile missionary. He is to return to his family and 

community, testifying to what "the Lord" (God, working through Jesus) has done and how 

merciful God has been. This focuses on God's work rather than just Jesus' person. 

• Application: Our personal testimony of God's mercy and power in our lives is a powerful tool 

for evangelism, especially within our own spheres of influence. Sometimes God calls us to go 

home and witness rather than to follow Him geographically. 

Mark 5:20 (NLT): "So the man started off to visit the Ten Towns of Decapolis and began to proclaim 

all that Jesus had done for him; and everyone was amazed." 

• Commentary: The man immediately obeys Jesus' command and effectively becomes a 

missionary in the "Decapolis" (a league of ten Greek cities). His testimony leads to widespread 

"amazement," highlighting the impact of his transformed life and message. 

• Application: Obedience to Jesus' commission results in powerful witness. A transformed life is 

the most compelling testimony. 

Mark 5:21-24: Jairus's Plea for His Daughter 

Mark 5:21 (NLT): "When Jesus went back across to the other side of the lake, a large crowd once 

again gathered around him on the shore." 

• Commentary: Jesus returns to Jewish territory (likely Capernaum), and His popularity persists. 

Large crowds continue to gather, indicating the ongoing public interest in His ministry. 

• Application: Despite challenges and rejections, Jesus continues His mission, and people 

continue to be drawn to Him. 

Mark 5:22 (NLT): "Then a leader of the local synagogue, whose name was Jairus, came and fell at 

Jesus’ feet." 

• Commentary: This is a significant moment. "Jairus" is a named individual, a "leader of the 

local synagogue." This means he was a prominent, respected figure in the religious 

establishment, often associated with the Pharisees who opposed Jesus. For such a man to "fall at 

Jesus' feet" is an act of profound humility and desperation, signifying a public acknowledgment 

of Jesus' authority and a departure from the typical stance of religious leaders. 

• Application: Desperate circumstances can lead even influential or skeptical individuals to 

humble themselves before Jesus. Our position or status should not hinder us from seeking 

Christ. 

Mark 5:23 (NLT): "He pleaded earnestly with him, 'My little daughter is dying. Please come and lay 

your hands on her and heal her so she can live!'" 

• Commentary: Jairus's plea is urgent and earnest. His "little daughter" (Greek: thygatrion, a 

diminutive, emphasizing her youth and his tender affection) is "dying," facing imminent death. 

He believes in Jesus' healing power, specifically through the laying on of hands, and expresses a 

clear expectation for her restoration to life. 



• Application: We can approach Jesus with earnest pleas for those we love, believing in His 

power to heal and restore life. 

Mark 5:24 (NLT): "Jesus went with him, and all the people followed, crowding around him." 

• Commentary: Jesus immediately responds to Jairus's desperate plea, demonstrating His 

compassion and willingness to help. The crowd follows, eager to witness another miracle. This 

sets the stage for the interruption. 

• Application: Jesus is always willing to go to those in need. His compassionate presence often 

draws others. 

Mark 5:25-34: Jesus Heals a Woman with a Hemorrhage 

Mark 5:25 (NLT): "A woman in the crowd had suffered for twelve years with a hemorrhage." 

• Commentary: Mark pauses the narrative of Jairus's daughter to introduce another, seemingly 

unrelated, desperate case. The woman's "hemorrhage" (chronic bleeding) had lasted for "twelve 

years," a long and debilitating period. According to Mosaic Law (Leviticus 15:25-27), her 

condition rendered her ceremonially unclean, causing social isolation and making her 

untouchable. 

• Application: Jesus is concerned with all suffering, even that which is hidden or causes social 

stigma. The duration of suffering does not diminish His compassion. 

Mark 5:26 (NLT): "She had suffered a great deal from many doctors, and spent all she had, but instead 

of getting better, she only got worse." 

• Commentary: This detail highlights the woman's desperate plight. She had endured much 

physical "suffering" at the hands of "many doctors" (likely painful and ineffective treatments) 

and was financially ruined ("spent all she had"). Her condition was worsening, underscoring the 

futility of human efforts and her utter hopelessness apart from divine intervention. 

• Application: Human solutions often fail, and our resources can be exhausted. This can drive us 

to seek the ultimate Physician, Jesus, as a last resort or the only hope. 

Mark 5:27 (NLT): "She had heard about Jesus, so she came up behind him through the crowd and 

touched his robe." 

• Commentary: The woman acts on her "faith," which came from "hearing about Jesus." Her 

approach "behind him through the crowd" suggests a mixture of humility, desperation, and 

perhaps a desire to avoid public scrutiny due to her unclean status. Her belief that merely 

touching "his robe" (the fringe, or tzitzit, which was associated with holiness) would heal her 

demonstrates a unique and powerful faith in Jesus' inherent power. 

• Application: Faith comes from hearing about Jesus. Even a small act of faith, in desperate 

circumstances, can connect us to Jesus' power. 

Mark 5:28 (NLT): "For she thought, 'If I can just touch his robe, I will be healed.'" 



• Commentary: This reveals the woman's inner conviction. Her faith is not in a specific ritual but 

in the person of Jesus and the power emanating from Him. 

• Application: The object of our faith is crucial. It's not the method, but Jesus Himself, who 

possesses the power to heal. 

Mark 5:29 (NLT): "Immediately the bleeding stopped, and she could feel in her body that she had 

been healed of her terrible condition." 

• Commentary: The healing is "immediately" and tangibly effective. She "could feel in her 

body" the change, confirming the miracle. This instantaneous cessation of twelve years of 

suffering is a powerful testament to Jesus' power. 

• Application: Jesus' healing is often immediate and complete, bringing a tangible experience of 

restoration. 

Mark 5:30 (NLT): "Jesus realized at once that healing power had gone out from him, so he turned 

around in the crowd and asked, 'Who touched my robe?'" 

• Commentary: Jesus senses the transfer of "healing power" (Greek: dynamis, divine power) 

from Himself. His question "Who touched my robe?" is not because He doesn't know, but to 

draw the woman out, affirm her faith, and reveal the miracle publicly. 

• Application: Jesus is aware of every act of faith directed towards Him. He seeks to 

acknowledge and affirm those who approach Him in faith. 

Mark 5:31 (NLT): "His disciples said to him, 'Look at this crowd pressing in on you from all sides. 

Are you asking, “Who touched me?”'" 

• Commentary: The disciples' bewildered response highlights their natural, human perspective. 

They are focused on the physical crush of the crowd, failing to grasp the spiritual sensitivity of 

Jesus. This contrasts their limited understanding with Jesus' divine awareness. 

• Application: We can sometimes be so focused on the obvious external circumstances that we 

miss the subtle, profound spiritual realities at work. 

Mark 5:32 (NLT): "But he kept on looking around to see who had done it." 

• Commentary: Jesus persists in His search, determined to find the individual. This demonstrates 

His intentionality in engaging with the woman. 

• Application: Jesus is not easily deterred. He seeks those who genuinely seek Him. 

Mark 5:33 (NLT): "Then the frightened woman, trembling in fear, realized what had happened to her. 

She came and fell at his feet and told him her whole story, admitting why she had touched him and how 

she had been immediately healed." 

• Commentary: The woman, "frightened" and "trembling in fear" (perhaps fearing rebuke for her 

unclean status or for "stealing" a healing), realizes she cannot remain anonymous. She humbly 

"fell at his feet" (an act of worship and submission) and confesses "her whole story," revealing 



her desperation, faith, and immediate healing. This public confession is crucial for her complete 

restoration, removing her secrecy and shame. 

• Application: Confession often follows a divine encounter. Jesus invites us to step out of hiding, 

share our story, and acknowledge His work in our lives, leading to complete healing and 

liberation from shame. 

Mark 5:34 (NLT): "And he said to her, 'Daughter, your faith has made you whole. Go in peace, and be 

healed of your suffering.'" 

• Commentary: Jesus affirms her, addressing her tenderly as "Daughter." He attributes her 

healing not to His magical power being "stolen," but to her "faith." The word "whole" (Greek: 

sōzō) means saved, healed, or delivered, implying a holistic restoration—physical, emotional, 

and spiritual. His pronouncement, "Go in peace," grants her complete inner peace and freedom 

from the long-term suffering and social isolation. 

• Application: Jesus rewards and affirms faith. True healing from Jesus brings not only physical 

restoration but also profound inner peace and wholeness. Our faith is a conduit for God's power. 

Mark 5:35-43: Jesus Raises Jairus's Daughter from the Dead 

Mark 5:35 (NLT): "While he was still speaking to her, messengers arrived from Jairus’s home. 'Your 

daughter is dead,' they told him. 'No need to trouble the Teacher anymore.'" 

• Commentary: This is a devastating moment of apparent defeat and a test of faith for Jairus. 

The interruption and delay caused by the woman's healing lead to the crushing news: the 

daughter is dead. The messengers advise against further "trouble" for Jesus, implying that death 

is beyond His power, or that it's too late. 

• Application: In life, delays and interruptions can bring devastating news, testing our faith to its 

limits. We often think that once something is "dead," there's no longer a need for Jesus. 

Mark 5:36 (NLT): "But Jesus overheard them and said to Jairus, 'Don’t be afraid. Just have faith.'" 

• Commentary: Jesus, again demonstrating His divine awareness, immediately "overheard" (or 

understood the significance of the news). He intercedes directly to Jairus, countering the 

message of despair with a powerful command: "Don't be afraid" (Greek: phobou). He then 

issues a call to action: "Just have faith" (Greek: pisteue). This is a crucial pivot point, 

demanding a choice to believe against all evidence. 

• Application: In moments of despair and seemingly insurmountable loss, Jesus calls us to reject 

fear and cling to faith. His words override the discouraging messages of the world. 

Mark 5:37 (NLT): "Then Jesus permitted only Peter, James, and John to accompany him, and he 

entered the house." 

• Commentary: Jesus restricts His companions, taking only His inner circle—Peter, James, and 

John—who will also witness His transfiguration and agony in Gethsemane. This implies a 

private, profound spiritual moment not for the masses. 



• Application: Some spiritual experiences are reserved for an inner circle, moments of deep 

intimacy and revelation of God's glory. 

Mark 5:38 (NLT): "When they arrived at the home of the synagogue leader, Jesus saw much 

commotion and weeping and wailing." 

• Commentary: The scene at Jairus's house is one of intense grief and professional mourning. 

The "commotion and weeping and wailing" signify the public, customary Jewish mourning 

rituals for the dead. 

• Application: Jesus enters into human sorrow and pain, even when it is overwhelming. 

Mark 5:39 (NLT): "He went inside and asked, 'Why all this commotion and weeping? The child isn’t 

dead; she’s only asleep.'" 

• Commentary: Jesus challenges their perception of death. His statement "The child isn't dead; 

she's only asleep" is not a denial of biological death, but a declaration of His power over it. For 

Him, death is a temporary state, like sleep, from which He can awaken. 

• Application: For Jesus, death is not a final end, but a temporary state before resurrection. His 

perspective on death offers hope beyond human understanding. 

Mark 5:40 (NLT): "The crowd laughed at him. But he made them all leave, and he took the girl’s 

father and mother and his three disciples into the room where the girl was lying." 

• Commentary: The crowd's "laughter" shows their cynical unbelief; they know the child is truly 

dead. Jesus responds by removing them, demonstrating His intolerance for unbelief that hinders 

divine work. He takes only the closest family and His inner circle into the room, maintaining 

privacy for this profound miracle. 

• Application: Unbelief can hinder God's work and must sometimes be removed for His power to 

operate effectively. Intimate spiritual breakthroughs often occur away from public skepticism. 

Mark 5:41 (NLT): "He took her by the hand and said, 'Talitha koum!' which means 'Little girl, get 

up!'" 

• Commentary: Jesus compassionately "took her by the hand," an act of physical contact that 

also conveyed His life-giving power. Mark preserves the original Aramaic phrase, "Talitha 

koum!," adding authenticity and a sense of immediacy and tenderness. His command is direct 

and authoritative, not a prayer or a plea. 

• Application: Jesus reaches out with compassion and speaks with authority, bringing life to the 

dead. 

Mark 5:42 (NLT): "And immediately the girl, who was twelve years old, stood up and walked around! 

They were overwhelmed with great amazement." 

• Commentary: The resurrection is "immediately" evident and complete. The detail "who was 

twelve years old" connects her age to the twelve years of suffering endured by the woman with 

the hemorrhage, possibly a deliberate Markan connection highlighting the comprehensiveness 



of Jesus' power. The parents and disciples are "overwhelmed with great amazement," a natural 

response to witnessing such an unprecedented miracle. 

• Application: Jesus' power extends even to conquering death, bringing immediate and 

undeniable life. His miracles elicit awe and wonder. 

Mark 5:43 (NLT): "Jesus gave them strict orders not to tell anyone what had happened, and he told 

them to give her something to eat." 

• Commentary: This is another instance of the "Messianic Secret." Jesus commands "strict 

orders not to tell anyone," likely to manage the crowds, prevent misunderstanding of His 

messianic role, and avoid further opposition before His appointed time. The practical command 

to "give her something to eat" confirms her full, normal restoration to life and demonstrates 

Jesus' practical concern for her immediate physical needs. 

• Application: Jesus' miracles are not for show but for God's glory. His concern extends to every 

practical need, demonstrating His holistic care for humanity. 

Conclusion to Mark Chapter 5 

Mark Chapter 5 is a powerful and interconnected display of Jesus' unparalleled authority and boundless 

compassion. It presents three extraordinary miracles: the dramatic liberation of the demon-possessed 

man of Gerasa, the quiet yet profound healing of the woman with a twelve-year hemorrhage, and the 

astonishing raising of Jairus's daughter from the dead. 

Each narrative underscores Jesus' dominion over the most formidable forces of suffering and evil: 

• Over Demonic Powers: The Gerasene demoniac's deliverance showcases Jesus' absolute 

control over a "legion" of demons, even in Gentile territory, demonstrating His power to bring 

freedom to the utterly bound. 

• Over Chronic Disease: The woman's healing, an interruption within a crisis, highlights that 

even a simple touch in faith can access Jesus' healing power, bringing wholeness after years of 

suffering and social isolation. This narrative emphasizes the significance of faith and Jesus' 

willingness to acknowledge and affirm it. 

• Over Death Itself: The raising of Jairus's daughter is the ultimate testament to Jesus' power, 

proving that even death is merely "sleep" for Him. It also serves as a profound call to faith 

("Don't be afraid. Just have faith.") in the face of despair. 

These miracles, presented back-to-back and interwoven, build a compelling case for Jesus' divine 

identity and sovereign power, affirming that nothing is impossible for Him. The chapter emphasizes 

that Jesus is Lord over every realm, bringing life, healing, and freedom to those who approach Him in 

faith, regardless of their background or the severity of their condition. It also subtly contrasts the fear 

and rejection of some with the deep faith and gratitude of others, reinforcing the ongoing theme of 

human response to Jesus' presence. 



Mark Chapter 6: Verse-by-Verse Commentary and Application 

Overall Theme of Chapter 6: This chapter vividly portrays the contrasts in Jesus' ministry: the 

challenge of unbelief and rejection versus the empowering of disciples for ministry, the dark reality of 

human sin and corrupt power (Herod) versus the abundance and authority of God's provision and 

presence. It also highlights Jesus' compassion, authority over creation, and commitment to prayer. 

 

Mark 6:1 

He left there and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. 

• Commentary: "There" refers to Capernaum, where Jesus had been actively ministering (Mark 

5). His "hometown" is Nazareth. This marks a return to a familiar place, but one that will prove 

challenging. The disciples' continued presence highlights their commitment and their role in 

witnessing his ministry, even in difficult circumstances. 

• Application: Familiarity can breed complacency or even contempt. We might struggle to see 

God at work in the people or places we know best. This verse reminds us that true discipleship 

involves following Jesus wherever he leads, even into uncomfortable or unreceptive 

environments. 

 

Mark 6:2 

And when the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him 

were astonished, saying, "Where did this man get these things? What is the wisdom given to 

him? What mighty works are done by his hands! 

• Commentary: Jesus, as was his custom, teaches in the synagogue. The people are initially 

"astonished" by his teaching, acknowledging both his "wisdom" and the "mighty works" he 

performs. This verse sets up the central tension: they recognize his power and wisdom, but 

struggle with its source because of their familiarity with him. 

• Application: People may be impressed by what God does through us, or by the wisdom of 

Christian teaching, but still fail to grasp the divine source. Our initial impact might be positive, 

but deeper commitment requires a recognition of Jesus' true identity. 

 

Mark 6:3 

Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and 

Simon? And are not his sisters here with us?" And they took offense at him. 

• Commentary: Here's the core of their rejection. They identify Jesus by his humble profession 

("the carpenter") and his family relationships. Calling him "the son of Mary" might be a subtle 

slight, as sons were typically identified by their fathers (Joseph is not mentioned, perhaps 



indicating he had already passed). The mention of his brothers and sisters further grounds him 

in their known reality. Their familiarity breeds contempt; they "took offense at him," meaning 

they stumbled over or were scandalized by his claims and power because they only saw him as 

one of their own. 

• Application: Our preconceived notions about who God uses or how He operates can hinder our 

ability to recognize His work. We must be careful not to limit God based on human 

assumptions, backgrounds, or social status. This is a call to humility and open-mindedness. 

 

Mark 6:4 

And Jesus said to them, "A prophet is not without honor, except in his hometown and among 

his relatives and in his own household." 

• Commentary: This proverb, attributed to Jesus, perfectly encapsulates the situation. It speaks 

to the human tendency to dismiss what is familiar or close at hand, especially when it 

challenges preconceived notions. "Hometown," "relatives," and "own household" emphasize the 

depth of the rejection – it's from those who should know him best. 

• Application: Don't be surprised if your efforts for God are met with skepticism or outright 

rejection from those closest to you. This is a common experience, even for Jesus. Focus on 

faithfulness, not just immediate affirmation. 

 

Mark 6:5 

And he could do no mighty work there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people 

and healed them. 

• Commentary: This is a striking verse. Mark states that Jesus "could do no mighty work there." 

This doesn't imply a limitation of Jesus' divine power, but rather a limitation imposed by the 

people's lack of faith and their hardened hearts. Miracles often require a receptive environment, 

and their unbelief created a spiritual barrier. He did perform a few healings, showing his 

compassion even in the face of widespread unbelief, but the "mighty works" that characterized 

his ministry elsewhere were absent. 

• Application: Our faith (or lack thereof) can significantly impact what God does in and through 

our lives. While God is sovereign, He often works in cooperation with human faith. Unbelief 

can limit the demonstration of God's power, not because He is unable, but because our hearts 

are closed to His work. 

 

Mark 6:6 

And he marveled because of their unbelief. And he went about among the villages teaching. 



• Commentary: Jesus' "marvel" at their unbelief is a significant human reaction. It highlights the 

profound disappointment in their spiritual blindness. Rather than dwelling on the rejection, 

Jesus moves on, demonstrating his unwavering commitment to his mission. He continues 

"among the villages teaching," emphasizing the broader scope of his ministry beyond Nazareth. 

• Application: When faced with rejection or spiritual indifference, we should not be paralyzed by 

it. Like Jesus, we are called to persist in our mission, to find open hearts, and to continue to 

share the good news where it will be received. 

 

Mark 6:7 

And he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority 

over the unclean spirits. 

• Commentary: This marks a crucial development: the expansion of Jesus' ministry through his 

disciples. He sends them out "two by two," providing mutual support, accountability, and a 

stronger witness. The key here is that he "gave them authority over the unclean spirits," 

signifying a sharing of his own power and a foretaste of the church's mission. 

• Application: Ministry is often more effective when done in partnership. We are not meant to 

serve alone. Furthermore, Jesus equips us with the authority needed for the tasks He calls us to 

do, whether it's spiritual warfare, healing, or proclamation. We operate not in our own strength, 

but in His delegated authority. 

 

Mark 6:8 

He charged them to take nothing for their journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no 

money in their belts— 

• Commentary: The instructions for their journey emphasize radical dependence on God's 

provision and the hospitality of others. "No bread, no bag, no money" strips them of worldly 

security, forcing them to rely on faith. The "staff" was a common walking aid, not an instrument 

of power. 

• Application: God often calls us to step out in faith, relying on His provision rather than our 

own resources. This can be challenging in a consumer-driven world. This verse challenges us to 

consider where our ultimate security lies and if we are truly trusting God to meet our needs in 

ministry. 

 

Mark 6:9 

but to wear sandals and not put on two tunics. 



• Commentary: "Wear sandals" indicates a readiness to travel. "Not put on two tunics" further 

emphasizes simplicity and the rejection of excessive provisions. They are to travel light, 

focusing solely on their mission. 

• Application: Simplicity and focus are vital for effective ministry. Clutter (physical or spiritual) 

can distract us from our true purpose. Are there things we can let go of to be more available for 

God's call? 

 

Mark 6:10 

And he said to them, "Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you depart from there. 

• Commentary: This instruction promotes stability and avoids the appearance of being 

opportunistic or seeking better accommodations. Staying in one house during their time in a 

village fostered genuine relationships and prevented them from being seen as itinerant beggars. 

• Application: In ministry, consistency and genuine relationship-building are important. We are 

called to be settled and committed in our relationships, not always seeking the "next best thing" 

or appearing unreliable. 

 

Mark 6:11 

And if any place will not receive you and they will not listen to you, when you leave there, 

shake off the dust from your feet as a testimony against them." 

• Commentary: This is a symbolic act of renunciation. Shaking off the dust signifies a complete 

break with those who reject their message, indicating that the responsibility for their rejection 

lies with the listeners. It serves as a warning and a judgment, demonstrating the seriousness of 

rejecting God's messengers. 

• Application: While we are called to be persistent, there are times when, after sincere effort, 

people simply will not receive the message. In such cases, we are called to move on, releasing 

the responsibility for their decision back to them, and protecting our own spirits from prolonged 

rejection. Our responsibility is to faithfully present the message, not to force acceptance. 

 

Mark 6:12 

So they went out and proclaimed that people should repent. 

• Commentary: The disciples immediately act on Jesus' commission. Their primary message is 

"repentance," calling people to a change of heart and mind, acknowledging their sin, and 

turning towards God. This is the foundational message of the gospel. 



• Application: The core message of Christianity starts with repentance. Before people can 

experience new life in Christ, they must first acknowledge their need for Him. This remains a 

central part of our evangelism. 

 

Mark 6:13 

And they cast out many demons and anointed with oil many who were sick and healed them. 

• Commentary: The disciples demonstrate the authority Jesus granted them. They not only 

preach but also exercise power over evil spirits and bring healing. Anointing with oil was a 

common practice in ancient Israel, often associated with healing and consecration. This shows 

the practical application of their ministry, confirming their message with divine power. 

• Application: God's power accompanies His message. When we faithfully share the gospel, we 

can expect God to confirm His word through supernatural signs and works. This encourages us 

to pray for healing and deliverance as part of holistic ministry. 

 

Mark 6:14 

King Herod heard of it, for Jesus' name had become known. Some said, "John the Baptist 

has been raised from the dead. That is why these miraculous powers are at work in him." 

• Commentary: The fame of Jesus and his disciples has reached the ears of Herod Antipas, the 

tetrarch of Galilee. This signals a shift in focus to the political and human realm. The 

speculation about Jesus being John the Baptist raised from the dead highlights the popular 

imagination struggling to comprehend Jesus' unique power, associating it with a powerful figure 

they already knew. 

• Application: The impact of God's work will not go unnoticed, even by those in positions of 

power. However, human interpretation of God's work can often be flawed or driven by fear, 

guilt, or limited understanding. 

 

Mark 6:15 

But others said, "He is Elijah." And others said, "He is a prophet, like one of the prophets 

of old." 

• Commentary: Other theories abound. "Elijah" was expected to return before the Messiah 

(Malachi 4:5), making this a significant messianic expectation. "A prophet, like one of the 

prophets of old" acknowledges Jesus' prophetic stature without necessarily identifying him with 

a specific figure, but still placing him within a familiar spiritual framework. 

• Application: People will try to fit Jesus into their existing categories. Our task is to clearly 

present Jesus as who He truly is: the Son of God, the Messiah, and not just another prophet. 



 

Mark 6:16 

But when Herod heard it, he said, "John, whom I beheaded, has been raised." 

• Commentary: Herod's immediate conclusion is driven by a guilty conscience and superstition. 

He recognizes the power but attributes it to the man he unjustly murdered. This reveals his inner 

turmoil and fear, setting the stage for the flashback narrative. 

• Application: Guilt and unaddressed sin can twist our perception and lead to irrational fears. 

Our past actions and unrepentant sin can haunt us, even distorting how we perceive God's work 

in the present. 

 

Mark 6:17 

For it was Herod who had sent and seized John and bound him in prison for the sake of 

Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, because he had married her. 

• Commentary: Mark provides the necessary background for understanding Herod's guilt. This 

verse outlines the illicit nature of Herod's marriage to Herodias, his sister-in-law, which was 

against Mosaic law (Leviticus 18:16). John's imprisonment is directly linked to his 

condemnation of this relationship. 

• Application: Sin has consequences, and unholy alliances can lead to disastrous outcomes. This 

reminds us of the importance of biblical boundaries in relationships. 

 

Mark 6:18 

For John had been saying to Herod, "It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife." 

• Commentary: This clarifies John the Baptist's courageous prophetic stance. He directly 

confronted Herod about his sin, demonstrating his role as a fearless messenger of God's truth, 

even to those in power. 

• Application: Speaking truth to power, even when unpopular or dangerous, is a vital prophetic 

role. We are called to uphold God's standards, not compromise them for convenience or fear of 

reprisal. 

 

Mark 6:19 

And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to kill him, but she could not, 



• Commentary: Herodias is the true antagonist in this narrative. She harbors a deep-seated 

"grudge" and is filled with murderous intent, but for a time, she is thwarted. This highlights her 

malice and determination. 

• Application: Unchecked bitterness and resentment can lead to destructive desires. A hardened 

heart, like Herodias's, will actively seek to silence the truth and those who speak it. 

 

Mark 6:20 

for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he kept him 

safe. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly. 

• Commentary: This verse reveals Herod's complex and contradictory character. He "feared 

John" because he recognized John's righteousness and holiness. He even "kept him safe" to 

some extent. Herod was "greatly perplexed" by John's message, indicating a struggle between 

his conscience and his desires. The surprising detail is that he "heard him gladly," suggesting a 

fascination or even a superficial appreciation for John's preaching, despite his unwillingness to 

obey. 

• Application: It's possible to be intellectually intrigued or even emotionally moved by God's 

truth without truly surrendering to it. Many hear the gospel "gladly" but remain "perplexed" and 

unwilling to make the changes God requires. True transformation requires more than 

fascination; it requires obedience. 

 

Mark 6:21 

But a convenient day came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his nobles and 

military commanders and the leading men of Galilee. 

• Commentary: This sets the scene for the tragic climax. Herod's birthday banquet, a time of 

revelry and ostentation, becomes the "convenient day" for Herodias's plot to unfold. The 

presence of "nobles, military commanders, and leading men" increases the public pressure on 

Herod. 

• Application: Seemingly innocent social occasions can become arenas for temptation and 

compromise, especially when pride or peer pressure is involved. Beware of situations where 

your guard is down. 

 

Mark 6:22 

For when Herodias's daughter came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his table 

companions. And the king said to the girl, "Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it 

to you." 



• Commentary: The daughter (traditionally Salome) performs a dance that greatly pleases Herod 

and his guests. In a moment of drunken exuberance and public display, Herod makes a rash, 

extravagant oath, promising her anything "up to half of my kingdom." This highlights his 

impulsive nature and the dangerous consequences of unchecked power and desire. 

• Application: Rash promises, especially those made under the influence of emotion, alcohol, or 

pride, can lead to devastating consequences. We must be sober-minded and careful with our 

words, especially when making commitments. 

 

Mark 6:23 

And he swore to her, "Whatever you ask me for, I will give you, up to half of my kingdom." 

• Commentary: The emphasis on the oath underscores its binding nature in ancient culture, 

particularly for a ruler. The "up to half of my kingdom" is a hyperbolic expression of generosity, 

but it traps Herod in his own words. 

• Application: Our integrity is paramount. While Herod's oath was foolish, his perceived need to 

uphold it illustrates the power of a promise. We must be people of our word, but also wise in 

what we promise. 

 

Mark 6:24 

And she went out and said to her mother, "What shall I ask?" And she said, "The head of 

John the Baptist." 

• Commentary: This confirms Herodias's sinister agenda. She immediately seizes the 

opportunity to fulfill her vengeful desire. The daughter's innocent question ("What shall I ask?") 

contrasts sharply with her mother's gruesome demand. 

• Application: The influence of ungodly people, especially those with power or close 

relationships, can be incredibly dangerous. We must be discerning about who we allow to 

influence our decisions. Sin breeds more sin. 

 

Mark 6:25 

And immediately she came in with haste to the king and asked, saying, "I want you to give 

me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter." 

• Commentary: The "haste" emphasizes the urgency and determination of Herodias's plot. The 

demand is specific and shocking: "the head of John the Baptist on a platter," underscoring the 

brutality and public nature of the execution. 



• Application: When evil intentions combine with opportunity and a compliant authority, 

devastating acts can occur swiftly. This is a stark reminder of the reality of spiritual warfare and 

the cost of speaking truth. 

 

Mark 6:26 

And the king was deeply grieved, but for the sake of his oaths and his guests, he did not 

want to break his word to her. 

• Commentary: Herod's "deep grief" is a further testament to his internal conflict and the moral 

dilemma he faces. He is caught between his conscience (knowing John's righteousness) and the 

social pressure to uphold his oath in front of his powerful guests. Tragically, he prioritizes his 

reputation over justice and righteousness. 

• Application: Peer pressure, the desire for approval, and a misplaced sense of honor can lead 

even "grieved" individuals to commit grave injustices. We must always prioritize God's will and 

moral truth over human expectations or our own reputation. 

 

Mark 6:27 

And immediately the king sent an executioner and commanded him to bring John's head. 

He went and beheaded him in the prison 

• Commentary: The word "immediately" again highlights the swift and brutal nature of the 

execution once the decision is made. The "executioner" carries out the macabre command. John 

is beheaded in the privacy of the prison, but his head is brought out publicly. 

• Application: The consequences of sin are often swift and irreversible. John's death is a 

powerful example of faithfulness unto death, and the brutal reality of what happens when God's 

truth confronts human depravity. 

 

Mark 6:28 

and brought his head on a platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her mother. 

• Commentary: This grim detail emphasizes the horrific outcome and the transfer of the 

gruesome trophy. The daughter, an unwitting instrument, delivers the head to her vengeful 

mother, who finally achieves her murderous desire. 

• Application: This serves as a stark warning against hatred and unchecked malice. The 

depravity of human sin is laid bare. 

 

Mark 6:29 



When his disciples heard of it, they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb. 

• Commentary: The brief mention of John's disciples serves as a somber conclusion to this tragic 

episode. Their respectful act of burying John's body highlights their loyalty and love for their 

teacher. It also marks the end of John's earthly ministry. 

• Application: Even in the face of tragedy and loss, believers are called to acts of compassion 

and respect. We honor those who have faithfully served God, even when their lives end 

tragically. 

 

Mark 6:30 

The apostles returned to Jesus and reported to him all that they had done and taught. 

• Commentary: After their successful mission, the disciples ("apostles" – those sent out) return 

to Jesus. They provide a full report, demonstrating their accountability and the successful 

execution of their commission. This brings the narrative back to Jesus and his ongoing ministry. 

• Application: Accountability and reporting back to spiritual leadership (ultimately to Christ) are 

crucial aspects of ministry. It's important to share our experiences, both successes and 

challenges, for evaluation and further guidance. 

 

Mark 6:31 

And he said to them, "Come away by yourselves to a secluded place and rest a while." For 

there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 

• Commentary: Jesus' compassion and understanding are evident. He recognizes their 

exhaustion from the intense ministry and the constant demands of the crowd. He invites them to 

a "secluded place" for "rest," emphasizing the importance of spiritual and physical renewal for 

those in ministry. The overwhelming crowds underscore the need for this retreat. 

• Application: Ministry is demanding, and burnout is a real risk. Jesus models the importance of 

rest and retreat, even amidst urgent needs. We must prioritize self-care and time with God to 

sustain us for long-term service. 

 

Mark 6:32 

And they went away in the boat to a secluded place by themselves. 

• Commentary: They act on Jesus' instruction, seeking a place of quiet and solitude. This brief 

moment of respite, however, will be short-lived. 



• Application: We should intentionally seek out times of rest and solitude, even if external 

circumstances threaten to disrupt them. Making the effort to disengage is important for our 

well-being. 

 

Mark 6:33 

Now many saw them going and recognized them, and ran there on foot from all the towns 

and arrived ahead of them. 

• Commentary: The persistent crowds highlight Jesus' immense popularity and the desperate 

need of the people. Even their attempt at a quiet retreat is thwarted. The people's eagerness to 

reach Jesus ("ran there on foot from all the towns") shows their hunger for his teaching and 

healing. 

• Application: The needs of the world are vast and often overwhelm our best-laid plans for rest. 

We are called to be available and responsive to the genuine needs around us, even when it costs 

us personal comfort. 

 

Mark 6:34 

When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them, because they 

were like sheep without a shepherd. And he began to teach them many things. 

• Commentary: Despite their foiled attempt at rest, Jesus' response is one of profound 

"compassion." He sees their spiritual plight – "like sheep without a shepherd," indicating their 

aimless, vulnerable, and leaderless state. His immediate response is to "teach them many 

things," addressing their deepest need for guidance and truth. This compassion is a hallmark of 

Jesus' character. 

• Application: Compassion for lost and hurting people should be the driving force behind our 

ministry. Seeing people as "sheep without a shepherd" shifts our perspective from annoyance to 

empathy, motivating us to share the truth of Christ. 

 

Mark 6:35 

And when it grew late, his disciples came to him and said, "This is a desolate place, and the 

hour is now late. 

• Commentary: As evening approaches, the disciples, ever practical, point out the logistical 

problem. They are in a "desolate place" with no provisions, and it's getting dark. This sets up the 

impending miracle. 

• Application: We often face overwhelming situations and logistical challenges in ministry, 

prompting us to look for practical, human solutions. 



 

Mark 6:36 

Send them away to go into the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves 

something to eat." 

• Commentary: The disciples' solution is pragmatic: disperse the crowd so they can feed 

themselves. This reflects a human-centric approach to the problem, relying on conventional 

means. 

• Application: Our first inclination when faced with a huge problem might be to find a human-

based solution or to simply "send people away" to solve their own problems. 

 

Mark 6:37 

But he answered them, "You give them something to eat." And they said to him, "Shall we 

go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give it to them to eat?" 

• Commentary: Jesus' response is a direct challenge to the disciples, forcing them to consider a 

divine solution. "You give them something to eat" pushes them beyond their limited thinking. 

Their reply, estimating the enormous cost ("two hundred denarii" – approximately eight months' 

wages for a laborer), highlights the apparent impossibility of the task from a human perspective. 

• Application: God often calls us to be His agents in impossible situations. His command "You 

give them something to eat" pushes us beyond our human limitations to rely on His supernatural 

power. We are challenged to look beyond our own resources and ask, "What can God do with 

what we have?" 

 

Mark 6:38 

And he said to them, "How many loaves do you have? Go and see." And when they had 

found out, they said, "Five, and two fish." 

• Commentary: Jesus directs them to assess their meager resources. The answer – "five loaves 

and two fish" – dramatically contrasts with the needs of the vast crowd, emphasizing the 

disparity and setting the stage for a miraculous multiplication. 

• Application: God doesn't need much to do a lot. He often starts with our "little" and 

miraculously multiplies it. We are called to bring what we have, however insignificant it seems, 

and offer it to Him. 

 

Mark 6:39 

Then he commanded them all to sit down in groups on the green grass. 



• Commentary: Jesus takes control of the situation, organizing the crowd. Sitting "in groups" 

facilitated orderly distribution and made it easier to count them later. The detail "on the green 

grass" adds a pastoral, tranquil image to the scene. 

• Application: God brings order out of chaos. When we surrender to His leadership, even in 

overwhelming circumstances, He provides direction and structure. 

 

Mark 6:40 

So they sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties. 

• Commentary: The orderly arrangement emphasizes the scale of the miracle and the method of 

distribution. This also allows for an accurate estimation of the number fed. 

• Application: Obedience to God's instructions, even seemingly mundane ones like organizing 

people, can be a prerequisite for experiencing His miracles. 

 

Mark 6:41 

And taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing and 

broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set before the people. And he divided the 

two fish among them all. 

• Commentary: This is the core of the miracle. Jesus "looked up to heaven" in prayer, 

acknowledging the divine source of the provision. He "said a blessing" (eucharisteō, giving 

thanks), a common Jewish practice before meals. He then "broke the loaves," a symbolic act 

that anticipates the Last Supper. The disciples become the distributors, highlighting their role as 

intermediaries in God's provision. The division of the fish is also explicitly mentioned, 

indicating both elements were multiplied. 

• Application: All provision comes from God. We are called to give thanks for what little we 

have, trust Him for multiplication, and then be willing to be His hands in distributing His 

blessings to others. This miracle foreshadows the spiritual nourishment we receive through 

Christ. 

 

Mark 6:42 

And they all ate and were satisfied. 

• Commentary: The outcome is clear and complete: "all ate and were satisfied." This is not just a 

taste, but a full meal for everyone, emphasizing the abundance of God's provision. 

• Application: God's provision is always sufficient and satisfying. When He provides, He does so 

completely, meeting every need. 

 



Mark 6:43 

And they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish. 

• Commentary: The twelve baskets of leftovers are a crucial detail. This "superabundance" 

(more than what they started with and more than enough for the disciples) highlights the 

miraculous nature of the event and the overflowing generosity of God. The "twelve" baskets 

might also symbolically represent the twelve tribes of Israel or the twelve apostles, signifying 

God's provision for his people. 

• Application: God's generosity often exceeds our expectations. There is always more than 

enough in His kingdom. This should encourage us to trust Him for abundance and to be good 

stewards of the overflow. 

 

Mark 6:44 

And those who ate the loaves were five thousand men. 

• Commentary: Mark specifically notes "five thousand men," implying that women and children 

were also present, making the total number fed significantly larger. This emphasizes the 

magnitude of the miracle. 

• Application: The scope of God's work is often far greater than we can initially perceive. We 

should celebrate His power in the large-scale impact as well as the individual blessing. 

 

Mark 6:45 

Immediately he made his disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, to 

Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 

• Commentary: "Immediately" signals a sense of urgency. Jesus "made" (compelled) his 

disciples to leave, perhaps to prevent them from getting caught up in the crowd's excitement or 

misunderstanding his messianic role (as seen in John 6:15, where people wanted to make him 

king). He stays behind to dismiss the vast crowd himself. 

• Application: After powerful spiritual experiences, it's crucial to guard against pride or 

misunderstanding. Jesus knew the disciples needed a sobering experience and perhaps some 

spiritual protection from the crowd's misplaced zeal. Sometimes, we need to be "made" to move 

on for our own good. 

 

Mark 6:46 

And after he had taken leave of them, he went up on the mountain to pray. 



• Commentary: This reveals Jesus' deep spiritual discipline. After such a demanding day, and 

dismissing the crowd, he seeks solitude and communion with his Father through prayer. This is 

a recurring pattern in Mark, showing Jesus' reliance on divine strength. 

• Application: Despite intense ministry and public demands, Jesus prioritized private prayer. 

This is a powerful model for us: sustained ministry requires sustained communion with God. 

We must make time for prayer, especially after seasons of intense activity. 

 

Mark 6:47 

And when evening came, the boat was out on the sea, and he was alone on the land. 

• Commentary: The setting creates a sense of isolation and potential peril. The disciples are 

struggling in the darkness and on the open sea, while Jesus is alone on land, demonstrating his 

unique position and purpose. 

• Application: We may find ourselves in "stormy" situations, feeling alone and struggling, while 

it seems God is distant. This verse reminds us that even when we don't perceive His immediate 

presence, He is aware of our struggles. 

 

Mark 6:48 

And he saw that they were making headway painfully, for the wind was against them. And 

about the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. He intended to 

pass by them, 

• Commentary: Jesus, from his vantage point on the mountain, supernaturally perceives their 

distress. "Making headway painfully" conveys their struggle against the elements. The "fourth 

watch of the night" (3-6 AM) emphasizes their prolonged toil. Jesus' miraculous "walking on 

the sea" demonstrates his mastery over creation, confirming his divine nature. The perplexing 

detail that "He intended to pass by them" has been interpreted in various ways: perhaps to test 

their faith, to draw their attention, or to reveal his power in a dramatic way before intervening. 

• Application: Jesus sees our struggles, even when we feel unseen. He allows us to experience 

the difficulty for a time, sometimes to deepen our reliance on Him or to reveal His power in a 

more dramatic way. He is sovereign over natural forces and enters our storms in supernatural 

ways. 

 

Mark 6:49 

but when they saw him walking on the sea, they thought it was a ghost, and cried out, 



• Commentary: The disciples' reaction is one of fear and misidentification. They are terrified, 

believing they are seeing a "ghost," indicating their natural human fear in the face of the 

supernatural and their initial inability to comprehend Jesus' divine power. 

• Application: Our initial reaction to God's supernatural intervention might be fear or 

misunderstanding. We tend to interpret new, powerful experiences through our limited human 

framework rather than recognizing God's limitless power. 

 

Mark 6:50 

for they all saw him and were terrified. But immediately he spoke to them and said, "Take 

heart; it is I. Do not be afraid." 

• Commentary: Their universal terror ("all saw him and were terrified") underscores the 

profound impact of this event. Jesus' immediate response is one of reassurance and self-

identification. "Take heart; it is I" (ego eimi, "I am") is a significant declaration, often 

interpreted as an echo of God's self-revelation to Moses in Exodus 3:14. "Do not be afraid" is a 

common biblical command, often accompanying divine encounters. 

• Application: When we are fearful or confused, Jesus' voice brings peace and clarity. His 

assurance, "It is I," reminds us that His presence is the ultimate source of comfort and security. 

We are called to listen for His voice amidst the storms of life. 

 

Mark 6:51 

And he got into the boat with them, and the wind ceased. And they were utterly astounded, 

• Commentary: Jesus' presence in the boat immediately brings calm, demonstrating his authority 

over nature. The disciples are "utterly astounded," a powerful word indicating profound 

amazement and shock, even after witnessing numerous miracles. This miracle is a significant 

revelation of Jesus' divine power. 

• Application: Jesus' presence changes everything. When He enters our difficult situations, calm 

is restored, and His power is unmistakably demonstrated. This should lead us to deep wonder 

and worship. 

 

Mark 6:52 

for they did not understand about the loaves, but their hearts were hardened. 

• Commentary: This verse provides Mark's theological interpretation of the disciples' 

astonishment. Their failure to understand the significance of the feeding of the five thousand 

("about the loaves") is directly linked to their "hardened hearts." This doesn't necessarily mean 

malicious hardening, but a dullness of spiritual perception, an inability to grasp the full 



implications of Jesus' power and identity, even after such a clear demonstration of his authority 

to provide and overcome limitations. 

• Application: Even after experiencing God's miraculous provision, we can still struggle to grasp 

its full meaning. Spiritual understanding is not automatic; it requires an open and responsive 

heart. We must constantly seek to understand who Jesus is, not just what He does, lest we 

become dull of hearing. 

 

Mark 6:53 

And when they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored to the shore. 

• Commentary: The journey safely concludes in Gennesaret, a fertile plain on the western shore 

of the Sea of Galilee, known for its population centers. 

• Application: God brings us through our storms to a safe landing, continuing His purpose for 

our lives. 

 

Mark 6:54 

And when they got out of the boat, immediately people recognized him 

• Commentary: As soon as Jesus lands, his fame is such that he is instantly "recognized," 

signifying the widespread knowledge of his ministry and reputation. 

• Application: Jesus' presence has an undeniable impact. His light cannot be hidden, and His 

fame continues to spread. 

 

Mark 6:55 

and ran about the whole region and began to bring the sick on their beds to wherever they 

heard he was. 

• Commentary: The recognition quickly leads to action. People actively seek out Jesus, bringing 

their sick on "beds," indicating the severity of their conditions and the desperate hope they 

placed in him. This demonstrates the immense physical need and Jesus' continued ministry of 

healing. 

• Application: When people recognize Jesus for who He is, they will eagerly seek Him out for 

their needs. This should encourage us to continue pointing people to Jesus as the source of all 

healing and help. 

 

Mark 6:56 



And wherever he went, in villages, cities, or countryside, they laid the sick in the 

marketplaces and implored him that they might touch even the fringe of his garment, and as 

many as touched it were healed. 

• Commentary: This concluding verse summarizes Jesus' widespread healing ministry. His 

presence brought healing everywhere. The desire to touch "even the fringe of his garment" 

(tzitzit, a tassel on Jewish prayer shawls) reflects the people's faith and belief in his inherent 

power, echoing the healing of the woman with the hemorrhage in Mark 5. The affirmation "as 

many as touched it were healed" underscores the consistent and powerful nature of his healing 

touch. 

• Application: Jesus' power to heal and transform is available to all who reach out to Him in 

faith. His compassion extends to every corner, every person, and every need. This verse reminds 

us that His healing power is not limited by location or circumstance, only by the presence of 

humble faith. 

 

Conclusion of Mark Chapter 6 

Mark Chapter 6 is a rich and dynamic section of the Gospel, powerfully illustrating several key aspects 

of Jesus' ministry and the call to discipleship: 

1. The Reality of Rejection and Unbelief: Jesus' experience in Nazareth serves as a poignant 

reminder that even the most profound truth and divine power can be rejected due to familiarity, 

prejudice, or hardened hearts. This prepares disciples for the inevitable opposition they will 

face. 

2. The Expansion and Empowerment of Ministry: Jesus broadens his mission by sending out 

the Twelve, equipping them with His authority and teaching them radical dependence. This lays 

the groundwork for the church's global mission. 

3. The Peril of Corrupt Power and Sin: The tragic story of John the Baptist's death, driven by 

Herod's weakness and Herodias's malice, is a stark warning about the consequences of 

unchecked sin, misplaced oaths, and human depravity. It contrasts sharply with the divine power 

of Jesus. 

4. The Abundance and Authority of Jesus: The feeding of the five thousand showcases Jesus' 

compassionate provision and His limitless power over creation. This miracle serves as a 

profound sign of His divine identity and His ability to meet every human need. 

5. Jesus' Sovereignty Over Creation and Commitment to Prayer: The miraculous walk on 

water further demonstrates Jesus' mastery over the natural world, while His consistent practice 

of withdrawing to pray highlights His absolute reliance on the Father, providing a model for all 

who seek to serve Him. 



In essence, Chapter 6 moves from the disappointment of human unbelief to the triumph of divine 

power and provision, reminding us that despite challenges and human limitations, Jesus remains 

compassionate, sovereign, and worthy of all our trust and obedience. 

 

Okay, here's a verse-by-verse commentary for Mark Chapter 6, drawing on common interpretations and 

scholarly insights. 

Mark Chapter 6: Verse-by-Verse Commentary 

Theme of Chapter 6: This chapter presents a series of contrasts: Jesus' rejection in his hometown 

versus the spread of his ministry through the disciples, the power of God versus the weakness of human 

leaders (Herod), and the abundance of God's provision versus human limitations. 

 

Mark 6:1 

He left there and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. 

• Commentary: "There" refers to Capernaum, where Jesus had been actively ministering (Mark 

5). His "hometown" is Nazareth. This marks a return to a familiar place, but one that will prove 

challenging. The disciples' continued presence highlights their commitment and their role in 

witnessing his ministry, even in difficult circumstances. 

 

Mark 6:2 

And when the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him 

were astonished, saying, "Where did this man get these things? What is the wisdom given to 

him? What mighty works are done by his hands! 

• Commentary: Jesus, as was his custom, teaches in the synagogue. The people are initially 

"astonished" by his teaching, acknowledging both his "wisdom" and the "mighty works" he 

performs. This verse sets up the central tension: they recognize his power and wisdom, but 

struggle with its source because of their familiarity with him. 

 

Mark 6:3 

Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and 

Simon? And are not his sisters here with us?" And they took offense at him. 

• Commentary: Here's the core of their rejection. They identify Jesus by his humble profession 

("the carpenter") and his family relationships. Calling him "the son of Mary" might be a subtle 

slight, as sons were typically identified by their fathers (Joseph is not mentioned, perhaps 

indicating he had already passed). The mention of his brothers and sisters further grounds him 

in their known reality. Their familiarity breeds contempt; they "took offense at him," meaning 



they stumbled over or were scandalized by his claims and power because they only saw him as 

one of their own. 

 

Mark 6:4 

And Jesus said to them, "A prophet is not without honor, except in his hometown and among 

his relatives and in his own household." 

• Commentary: This proverb, attributed to Jesus, perfectly encapsulates the situation. It speaks 

to the human tendency to dismiss what is familiar or close at hand, especially when it 

challenges preconceived notions. "Hometown," "relatives," and "own household" emphasize the 

depth of the rejection – it's from those who should know him best. 

 

Mark 6:5 

And he could do no mighty work there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people 

and healed them. 

• Commentary: This is a striking verse. Mark states that Jesus "could do no mighty work there." 

This doesn't imply a limitation of Jesus' divine power, but rather a limitation imposed by the 

people's lack of faith and their hardened hearts. Miracles often require a receptive environment, 

and their unbelief created a spiritual barrier. He did perform a few healings, showing his 

compassion even in the face of widespread unbelief, but the "mighty works" that characterized 

his ministry elsewhere were absent. 

 

Mark 6:6 

And he marveled because of their unbelief. And he went about among the villages teaching. 

• Commentary: Jesus' "marvel" at their unbelief is a significant human reaction. It highlights the 

profound disappointment in their spiritual blindness. Rather than dwelling on the rejection, 

Jesus moves on, demonstrating his unwavering commitment to his mission. He continues 

"among the villages teaching," emphasizing the broader scope of his ministry beyond Nazareth. 

 

Mark 6:7 

And he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority 

over the unclean spirits. 

• Commentary: This marks a crucial development: the expansion of Jesus' ministry through his 

disciples. He sends them out "two by two," providing mutual support, accountability, and a 

stronger witness. The key here is that he "gave them authority over the unclean spirits," 

signifying a sharing of his own power and a foretaste of the church's mission. 



 

Mark 6:8 

He charged them to take nothing for their journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no 

money in their belts— 

• Commentary: The instructions for their journey emphasize radical dependence on God's 

provision and the hospitality of others. "No bread, no bag, no money" strips them of worldly 

security, forcing them to rely on faith. The "staff" was a common walking aid, not an instrument 

of power. 

 

Mark 6:9 

but to wear sandals and not put on two tunics. 

• Commentary: "Wear sandals" indicates a readiness to travel. "Not put on two tunics" further 

emphasizes simplicity and the rejection of excessive provisions. They are to travel light, 

focusing solely on their mission. 

 

Mark 6:10 

And he said to them, "Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you depart from there. 

• Commentary: This instruction promotes stability and avoids the appearance of being 

opportunistic or seeking better accommodations. Staying in one house during their time in a 

village fostered genuine relationships and prevented them from being seen as itinerant beggars. 

 

Mark 6:11 

And if any place will not receive you and they will not listen to you, when you leave there, 

shake off the dust from your feet as a testimony against them." 

• Commentary: This is a symbolic act of renunciation. Shaking off the dust signifies a complete 

break with those who reject their message, indicating that the responsibility for their rejection 

lies with the listeners. It serves as a warning and a judgment, demonstrating the seriousness of 

rejecting God's messengers. 

 

Mark 6:12 

So they went out and proclaimed that people should repent. 



• Commentary: The disciples immediately act on Jesus' commission. Their primary message is 

"repentance," calling people to a change of heart and mind, acknowledging their sin, and 

turning towards God. This is the foundational message of the gospel. 

 

Mark 6:13 

And they cast out many demons and anointed with oil many who were sick and healed them. 

• Commentary: The disciples demonstrate the authority Jesus granted them. They not only 

preach but also exercise power over evil spirits and bring healing. Anointing with oil was a 

common practice in ancient Israel, often associated with healing and consecration. This shows 

the practical application of their ministry, confirming their message with divine power. 

 

Mark 6:14 

King Herod heard of it, for Jesus' name had become known. Some said, "John the Baptist 

has been raised from the dead. That is why these miraculous powers are at work in him." 

• Commentary: The fame of Jesus and his disciples has reached the ears of Herod Antipas, the 

tetrarch of Galilee. This signals a shift in focus to the political and human realm. The 

speculation about Jesus being John the Baptist raised from the dead highlights the popular 

imagination struggling to comprehend Jesus' unique power, associating it with a powerful figure 

they already knew. 

 

Mark 6:15 

But others said, "He is Elijah." And others said, "He is a prophet, like one of the prophets 

of old." 

• Commentary: Other theories abound. "Elijah" was expected to return before the Messiah 

(Malachi 4:5), making this a significant messianic expectation. "A prophet, like one of the 

prophets of old" acknowledges Jesus' prophetic stature without necessarily identifying him with 

a specific figure, but still placing him within a familiar spiritual framework. 

 

Mark 6:16 

But when Herod heard it, he said, "John, whom I beheaded, has been raised." 

• Commentary: Herod's immediate conclusion is driven by a guilty conscience and superstition. 

He recognizes the power but attributes it to the man he unjustly murdered. This reveals his inner 

turmoil and fear, setting the stage for the flashback narrative. 

 



Mark 6:17 

For it was Herod who had sent and seized John and bound him in prison for the sake of 

Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, because he had married her. 

• Commentary: Mark provides the necessary background for understanding Herod's guilt. This 

verse outlines the illicit nature of Herod's marriage to Herodias, his sister-in-law, which was 

against Mosaic law (Leviticus 18:16). John's imprisonment is directly linked to his 

condemnation of this relationship. 

 

Mark 6:18 

For John had been saying to Herod, "It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife." 

• Commentary: This clarifies John the Baptist's courageous prophetic stance. He directly 

confronted Herod about his sin, demonstrating his role as a fearless messenger of God's truth, 

even to those in power. 

 

Mark 6:19 

And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to kill him, but she could not, 

• Commentary: Herodias is the true antagonist in this narrative. She harbors a deep-seated 

"grudge" and is filled with murderous intent, but for a time, she is thwarted. This highlights her 

malice and determination. 

 

Mark 6:20 

for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he kept him 

safe. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly. 

• Commentary: This verse reveals Herod's complex and contradictory character. He "feared 

John" because he recognized John's righteousness and holiness. He even "kept him safe" to 

some extent. Herod was "greatly perplexed" by John's message, indicating a struggle between 

his conscience and his desires. The surprising detail is that he "heard him gladly," suggesting a 

fascination or even a superficial appreciation for John's preaching, despite his unwillingness to 

obey. 

 

Mark 6:21 

But a convenient day came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his nobles and 

military commanders and the leading men of Galilee. 



• Commentary: This sets the scene for the tragic climax. Herod's birthday banquet, a time of 

revelry and ostentation, becomes the "convenient day" for Herodias's plot to unfold. The 

presence of "nobles, military commanders, and leading men" increases the public pressure on 

Herod. 

 

Mark 6:22 

For when Herodias's daughter came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his table 

companions. And the king said to the girl, "Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it 

to you." 

• Commentary: The daughter (traditionally Salome) performs a dance that greatly pleases Herod 

and his guests. In a moment of drunken exuberance and public display, Herod makes a rash, 

extravagant oath, promising her anything "up to half of my kingdom." This highlights his 

impulsive nature and the dangerous consequences of unchecked power and desire. 

 

Mark 6:23 

And he swore to her, "Whatever you ask me for, I will give you, up to half of my kingdom." 

• Commentary: The emphasis on the oath underscores its binding nature in ancient culture, 

particularly for a ruler. The "up to half of my kingdom" is a hyperbolic expression of generosity, 

but it traps Herod in his own words. 

 

Mark 6:24 

And she went out and said to her mother, "What shall I ask?" And she said, "The head of 

John the Baptist." 

• Commentary: This confirms Herodias's sinister agenda. She immediately seizes the 

opportunity to fulfill her vengeful desire. The daughter's innocent question ("What shall I ask?") 

contrasts sharply with her mother's gruesome demand. 

 

Mark 6:25 

And immediately she came in with haste to the king and asked, saying, "I want you to give 

me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter." 

• Commentary: The "haste" emphasizes the urgency and determination of Herodias's plot. The 

demand is specific and shocking: "the head of John the Baptist on a platter," underscoring the 

brutality and public nature of the execution. 

 



Mark 6:26 

And the king was deeply grieved, but for the sake of his oaths and his guests, he did not 

want to break his word to her. 

• Commentary: Herod's "deep grief" is a further testament to his internal conflict and the moral 

dilemma he faces. He is caught between his conscience (knowing John's righteousness) and the 

social pressure to uphold his oath in front of his powerful guests. Tragically, he prioritizes his 

reputation over justice and righteousness. 

 

Mark 6:27 

And immediately the king sent an executioner and commanded him to bring John's head. 

He went and beheaded him in the prison 

• Commentary: The word "immediately" again highlights the swift and brutal nature of the 

execution once the decision is made. The "executioner" carries out the macabre command. John 

is beheaded in the privacy of the prison, but his head is brought out publicly. 

 

Mark 6:28 

and brought his head on a platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her mother. 

• Commentary: This grim detail emphasizes the horrific outcome and the transfer of the 

gruesome trophy. The daughter, an unwitting instrument, delivers the head to her vengeful 

mother, who finally achieves her murderous desire. 

 

Mark 6:29 

When his disciples heard of it, they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb. 

• Commentary: The brief mention of John's disciples serves as a somber conclusion to this tragic 

episode. Their respectful act of burying John's body highlights their loyalty and love for their 

teacher. It also marks the end of John's earthly ministry. 

 

Mark 6:30 

The apostles returned to Jesus and reported to him all that they had done and taught. 

• Commentary: After their successful mission, the disciples ("apostles" – those sent out) return 

to Jesus. They provide a full report, demonstrating their accountability and the successful 

execution of their commission. This brings the narrative back to Jesus and his ongoing ministry. 

 



Mark 6:31 

And he said to them, "Come away by yourselves to a secluded place and rest a while." For 

there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 

• Commentary: Jesus' compassion and understanding are evident. He recognizes their 

exhaustion from the intense ministry and the constant demands of the crowd. He invites them to 

a "secluded place" for "rest," emphasizing the importance of spiritual and physical renewal for 

those in ministry. The overwhelming crowds underscore the need for this retreat. 

 

Mark 6:32 

And they went away in the boat to a secluded place by themselves. 

• Commentary: They act on Jesus' instruction, seeking a place of quiet and solitude. This brief 

moment of respite, however, will be short-lived. 

 

Mark 6:33 

Now many saw them going and recognized them, and ran there on foot from all the towns 

and arrived ahead of them. 

• Commentary: The persistent crowds highlight Jesus' immense popularity and the desperate 

need of the people. Even their attempt at a quiet retreat is thwarted. The people's eagerness to 

reach Jesus ("ran there on foot from all the towns") shows their hunger for his teaching and 

healing. 

 

Mark 6:34 

When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them, because they 

were like sheep without a shepherd. And he began to teach them many things. 

• Commentary: Despite their foiled attempt at rest, Jesus' response is one of profound 

"compassion." He sees their spiritual plight – "like sheep without a shepherd," indicating their 

aimless, vulnerable, and leaderless state. His immediate response is to "teach them many 

things," addressing their deepest need for guidance and truth. This compassion is a hallmark of 

Jesus' character. 

 

Mark 6:35 

And when it grew late, his disciples came to him and said, "This is a desolate place, and the 

hour is now late. 



• Commentary: As evening approaches, the disciples, ever practical, point out the logistical 

problem. They are in a "desolate place" with no provisions, and it's getting dark. This sets up the 

impending miracle. 

 

Mark 6:36 

Send them away to go into the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves 

something to eat." 

• Commentary: The disciples' solution is pragmatic: disperse the crowd so they can feed 

themselves. This reflects a human-centric approach to the problem, relying on conventional 

means. 

 

Mark 6:37 

But he answered them, "You give them something to eat." And they said to him, "Shall we 

go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give it to them to eat?" 

• Commentary: Jesus' response is a direct challenge to the disciples, forcing them to consider a 

divine solution. "You give them something to eat" pushes them beyond their limited thinking. 

Their reply, estimating the enormous cost ("two hundred denarii" – approximately eight months' 

wages for a laborer), highlights the apparent impossibility of the task from a human perspective. 

 

Mark 6:38 

And he said to them, "How many loaves do you have? Go and see." And when they had 

found out, they said, "Five, and two fish." 

• Commentary: Jesus directs them to assess their meager resources. The answer – "five loaves 

and two fish" – dramatically contrasts with the needs of the vast crowd, emphasizing the 

disparity and setting the stage for a miraculous multiplication. 

 

Mark 6:39 

Then he commanded them all to sit down in groups on the green grass. 

• Commentary: Jesus takes control of the situation, organizing the crowd. Sitting "in groups" 

facilitated orderly distribution and made it easier to count them later. The detail "on the green 

grass" adds a pastoral, tranquil image to the scene. 

 

Mark 6:40 



So they sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties. 

• Commentary: The orderly arrangement emphasizes the scale of the miracle and the method of 

distribution. This also allows for an accurate estimation of the number fed. 

 

Mark 6:41 

And taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing and 

broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set before the people. And he divided the 

two fish among them all. 

• Commentary: This is the core of the miracle. Jesus "looked up to heaven" in prayer, 

acknowledging the divine source of the provision. He "said a blessing" (eucharisteō, giving 

thanks), a common Jewish practice before meals. He then "broke the loaves," a symbolic act 

that anticipates the Last Supper. The disciples become the distributors, highlighting their role as 

intermediaries in God's provision. The division of the fish is also explicitly mentioned, 

indicating both elements were multiplied. 

 

Mark 6:42 

And they all ate and were satisfied. 

• Commentary: The outcome is clear and complete: "all ate and were satisfied." This is not just a 

taste, but a full meal for everyone, emphasizing the abundance of God's provision. 

 

Mark 6:43 

And they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish. 

• Commentary: The twelve baskets of leftovers are a crucial detail. This "superabundance" 

(more than what they started with and more than enough for the disciples) highlights the 

miraculous nature of the event and the overflowing generosity of God. The "twelve" baskets 

might also symbolically represent the twelve tribes of Israel or the twelve apostles, signifying 

God's provision for his people. 

 

Mark 6:44 

And those who ate the loaves were five thousand men. 

• Commentary: Mark specifically notes "five thousand men," implying that women and children 

were also present, making the total number fed significantly larger. This emphasizes the 

magnitude of the miracle. 

 



Mark 6:45 

Immediately he made his disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, to 

Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 

• Commentary: "Immediately" signals a sense of urgency. Jesus "made" (compelled) his 

disciples to leave, perhaps to prevent them from getting caught up in the crowd's excitement or 

misunderstanding his messianic role (as seen in John 6:15, where people wanted to make him 

king). He stays behind to dismiss the vast crowd himself. 

 

Mark 6:46 

And after he had taken leave of them, he went up on the mountain to pray. 

• Commentary: This reveals Jesus' deep spiritual discipline. After such a demanding day, and 

dismissing the crowd, he seeks solitude and communion with his Father through prayer. This is 

a recurring pattern in Mark, showing Jesus' reliance on divine strength. 

 

Mark 6:47 

And when evening came, the boat was out on the sea, and he was alone on the land. 

• Commentary: The setting creates a sense of isolation and potential peril. The disciples are 

struggling in the darkness and on the open sea, while Jesus is alone on land, demonstrating his 

unique position and purpose. 

 

Mark 6:48 

And he saw that they were making headway painfully, for the wind was against them. And 

about the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. He intended to 

pass by them, 

• Commentary: Jesus, from his vantage point on the mountain, supernaturally perceives their 

distress. "Making headway painfully" conveys their struggle against the elements. The "fourth 

watch of the night" (3-6 AM) emphasizes their prolonged toil. Jesus' miraculous "walking on 

the sea" demonstrates his mastery over creation, confirming his divine nature. The perplexing 

detail that "He intended to pass by them" has been interpreted in various ways: perhaps to test 

their faith, to draw their attention, or to reveal his power in a dramatic way before intervening. 

 

Mark 6:49 

but when they saw him walking on the sea, they thought it was a ghost, and cried out, 



• Commentary: The disciples' reaction is one of fear and misidentification. They are terrified, 

believing they are seeing a "ghost," indicating their natural human fear in the face of the 

supernatural and their initial inability to comprehend Jesus' divine power. 

 

Mark 6:50 

for they all saw him and were terrified. But immediately he spoke to them and said, "Take 

heart; it is I. Do not be afraid." 

• Commentary: Their universal terror ("all saw him and were terrified") underscores the 

profound impact of this event. Jesus' immediate response is one of reassurance and self-

identification. "Take heart; it is I" (ego eimi, "I am") is a significant declaration, often 

interpreted as an echo of God's self-revelation to Moses in Exodus 3:14. "Do not be afraid" is a 

common biblical command, often accompanying divine encounters. 

 

Mark 6:51 

And he got into the boat with them, and the wind ceased. And they were utterly astounded, 

• Commentary: Jesus' presence in the boat immediately brings calm, demonstrating his authority 

over nature. The disciples are "utterly astounded," a powerful word indicating profound 

amazement and shock, even after witnessing numerous miracles. This miracle is a significant 

revelation of Jesus' divine power. 

 

Mark 6:52 

for they did not understand about the loaves, but their hearts were hardened. 

• Commentary: This verse provides Mark's theological interpretation of the disciples' 

astonishment. Their failure to understand the significance of the feeding of the five thousand 

("about the loaves") is directly linked to their "hardened hearts." This doesn't necessarily mean 

malicious hardening, but a dullness of spiritual perception, an inability to grasp the full 

implications of Jesus' power and identity, even after such a clear demonstration of his authority 

to provide and overcome limitations. 

 

Mark 6:53 

And when they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored to the shore. 

• Commentary: The journey safely concludes in Gennesaret, a fertile plain on the western shore 

of the Sea of Galilee, known for its population centers. 

 



Mark 6:54 

And when they got out of the boat, immediately people recognized him 

• Commentary: As soon as Jesus lands, his fame is such that he is instantly "recognized," 

signifying the widespread knowledge of his ministry and reputation. 

 

Mark 6:55 

and ran about the whole region and began to bring the sick on their beds to wherever they 

heard he was. 

• Commentary: The recognition quickly leads to action. People actively seek out Jesus, bringing 

their sick on "beds," indicating the severity of their conditions and the desperate hope they 

placed in him. This demonstrates the immense physical need and Jesus' continued ministry of 

healing. 

 

Mark 6:56 

And wherever he went, in villages, cities, or countryside, they laid the sick in the 

marketplaces and implored him that they might touch even the fringe of his garment, and as 

many as touched it were healed. 

• Commentary: This concluding verse summarizes Jesus' widespread healing ministry. His 

presence brought healing everywhere. The desire to touch "even the fringe of his garment" 

(tzitzit, a tassel on Jewish prayer shawls) reflects the people's faith and belief in his inherent 

power, echoing the healing of the woman with the hemorrhage in Mark 5. The affirmation "as 

many as touched it were healed" underscores the consistent and powerful nature of his healing 

touch. It's a triumphant conclusion to a chapter that began with rejection, demonstrating that 

despite opposition, Jesus' compassion and power prevail. 

 

WRITE VERSE BY VERSE COMMENTARY AND APPLICATION FOR THE BOOK OF MARK 

CHAPTER 6 WITH A CONCLUSION 

Here's a verse-by-verse commentary and application for Mark Chapter 6, concluding with a summary 

of the chapter's key themes. 

Mark Chapter 6: Verse-by-Verse Commentary and Application 

Overall Theme of Chapter 6: This chapter vividly portrays the contrasts in Jesus' ministry: the 

challenge of unbelief and rejection versus the empowering of disciples for ministry, the dark reality of 

human sin and corrupt power (Herod) versus the abundance and authority of God's provision and 

presence. It also highlights Jesus' compassion, authority over creation, and commitment to prayer. 

 



Mark 6:1 

He left there and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. 

• Commentary: "There" refers to Capernaum, where Jesus had been actively ministering (Mark 

5). His "hometown" is Nazareth. This marks a return to a familiar place, but one that will prove 

challenging. The disciples' continued presence highlights their commitment and their role in 

witnessing his ministry, even in difficult circumstances. 

• Application: Familiarity can breed complacency or even contempt. We might struggle to see 

God at work in the people or places we know best. This verse reminds us that true discipleship 

involves following Jesus wherever he leads, even into uncomfortable or unreceptive 

environments. 

 

Mark 6:2 

And when the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him 

were astonished, saying, "Where did this man get these things? What is the wisdom given to 

him? What mighty works are done by his hands! 

• Commentary: Jesus, as was his custom, teaches in the synagogue. The people are initially 

"astonished" by his teaching, acknowledging both his "wisdom" and the "mighty works" he 

performs. This verse sets up the central tension: they recognize his power and wisdom, but 

struggle with its source because of their familiarity with him. 

• Application: People may be impressed by what God does through us, or by the wisdom of 

Christian teaching, but still fail to grasp the divine source. Our initial impact might be positive, 

but deeper commitment requires a recognition of Jesus' true identity. 

 

Mark 6:3 

Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and 

Simon? And are not his sisters here with us?" And they took offense at him. 

• Commentary: Here's the core of their rejection. They identify Jesus by his humble profession 

("the carpenter") and his family relationships. Calling him "the son of Mary" might be a subtle 

slight, as sons were typically identified by their fathers (Joseph is not mentioned, perhaps 

indicating he had already passed). The mention of his brothers and sisters further grounds him 

in their known reality. Their familiarity breeds contempt; they "took offense at him," meaning 

they stumbled over or were scandalized by his claims and power because they only saw him as 

one of their own. 

• Application: Our preconceived notions about who God uses or how He operates can hinder our 

ability to recognize His work. We must be careful not to limit God based on human 

assumptions, backgrounds, or social status. This is a call to humility and open-mindedness. 



 

Mark 6:4 

And Jesus said to them, "A prophet is not without honor, except in his hometown and among 

his relatives and in his own household." 

• Commentary: This proverb, attributed to Jesus, perfectly encapsulates the situation. It speaks 

to the human tendency to dismiss what is familiar or close at hand, especially when it 

challenges preconceived notions. "Hometown," "relatives," and "own household" emphasize the 

depth of the rejection – it's from those who should know him best. 

• Application: Don't be surprised if your efforts for God are met with skepticism or outright 

rejection from those closest to you. This is a common experience, even for Jesus. Focus on 

faithfulness, not just immediate affirmation. 

 

Mark 6:5 

And he could do no mighty work there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people 

and healed them. 

• Commentary: This is a striking verse. Mark states that Jesus "could do no mighty work there." 

This doesn't imply a limitation of Jesus' divine power, but rather a limitation imposed by the 

people's lack of faith and their hardened hearts. Miracles often require a receptive environment, 

and their unbelief created a spiritual barrier. He did perform a few healings, showing his 

compassion even in the face of widespread unbelief, but the "mighty works" that characterized 

his ministry elsewhere were absent. 

• Application: Our faith (or lack thereof) can significantly impact what God does in and through 

our lives. While God is sovereign, He often works in cooperation with human faith. Unbelief 

can limit the demonstration of God's power, not because He is unable, but because our hearts 

are closed to His work. 

 

Mark 6:6 

And he marveled because of their unbelief. And he went about among the villages teaching. 

• Commentary: Jesus' "marvel" at their unbelief is a significant human reaction. It highlights the 

profound disappointment in their spiritual blindness. Rather than dwelling on the rejection, 

Jesus moves on, demonstrating his unwavering commitment to his mission. He continues 

"among the villages teaching," emphasizing the broader scope of his ministry beyond Nazareth. 

• Application: When faced with rejection or spiritual indifference, we should not be paralyzed by 

it. Like Jesus, we are called to persist in our mission, to find open hearts, and to continue to 

share the good news where it will be received. 

 



Mark 6:7 

And he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority 

over the unclean spirits. 

• Commentary: This marks a crucial development: the expansion of Jesus' ministry through his 

disciples. He sends them out "two by two," providing mutual support, accountability, and a 

stronger witness. The key here is that he "gave them authority over the unclean spirits," 

signifying a sharing of his own power and a foretaste of the church's mission. 

• Application: Ministry is often more effective when done in partnership. We are not meant to 

serve alone. Furthermore, Jesus equips us with the authority needed for the tasks He calls us to 

do, whether it's spiritual warfare, healing, or proclamation. We operate not in our own strength, 

but in His delegated authority. 

 

Mark 6:8 

He charged them to take nothing for their journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no 

money in their belts— 

• Commentary: The instructions for their journey emphasize radical dependence on God's 

provision and the hospitality of others. "No bread, no bag, no money" strips them of worldly 

security, forcing them to rely on faith. The "staff" was a common walking aid, not an instrument 

of power. 

• Application: God often calls us to step out in faith, relying on His provision rather than our 

own resources. This can be challenging in a consumer-driven world. This verse challenges us to 

consider where our ultimate security lies and if we are truly trusting God to meet our needs in 

ministry. 

 

Mark 6:9 

but to wear sandals and not put on two tunics. 

• Commentary: "Wear sandals" indicates a readiness to travel. "Not put on two tunics" further 

emphasizes simplicity and the rejection of excessive provisions. They are to travel light, 

focusing solely on their mission. 

• Application: Simplicity and focus are vital for effective ministry. Clutter (physical or spiritual) 

can distract us from our true purpose. Are there things we can let go of to be more available for 

God's call? 

 

Mark 6:10 

And he said to them, "Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you depart from there. 



• Commentary: This instruction promotes stability and avoids the appearance of being 

opportunistic or seeking better accommodations. Staying in one house during their time in a 

village fostered genuine relationships and prevented them from being seen as itinerant beggars. 

• Application: In ministry, consistency and genuine relationship-building are important. We are 

called to be settled and committed in our relationships, not always seeking the "next best thing" 

or appearing unreliable. 

 

Mark 6:11 

And if any place will not receive you and they will not listen to you, when you leave there, 

shake off the dust from your feet as a testimony against them." 

• Commentary: This is a symbolic act of renunciation. Shaking off the dust signifies a complete 

break with those who reject their message, indicating that the responsibility for their rejection 

lies with the listeners. It serves as a warning and a judgment, demonstrating the seriousness of 

rejecting God's messengers. 

• Application: While we are called to be persistent, there are times when, after sincere effort, 

people simply will not receive the message. In such cases, we are called to move on, releasing 

the responsibility for their decision back to them, and protecting our own spirits from prolonged 

rejection. Our responsibility is to faithfully present the message, not to force acceptance. 

 

Mark 6:12 

So they went out and proclaimed that people should repent. 

• Commentary: The disciples immediately act on Jesus' commission. Their primary message is 

"repentance," calling people to a change of heart and mind, acknowledging their sin, and 

turning towards God. This is the foundational message of the gospel. 

• Application: The core message of Christianity starts with repentance. Before people can 

experience new life in Christ, they must first acknowledge their need for Him. This remains a 

central part of our evangelism. 

 

Mark 6:13 

And they cast out many demons and anointed with oil many who were sick and healed them. 

• Commentary: The disciples demonstrate the authority Jesus granted them. They not only 

preach but also exercise power over evil spirits and bring healing. Anointing with oil was a 

common practice in ancient Israel, often associated with healing and consecration. This shows 

the practical application of their ministry, confirming their message with divine power. 



• Application: God's power accompanies His message. When we faithfully share the gospel, we 

can expect God to confirm His word through supernatural signs and works. This encourages us 

to pray for healing and deliverance as part of holistic ministry. 

 

Mark 6:14 

King Herod heard of it, for Jesus' name had become known. Some said, "John the Baptist 

has been raised from the dead. That is why these miraculous powers are at work in him." 

• Commentary: The fame of Jesus and his disciples has reached the ears of Herod Antipas, the 

tetrarch of Galilee. This signals a shift in focus to the political and human realm. The 

speculation about Jesus being John the Baptist raised from the dead highlights the popular 

imagination struggling to comprehend Jesus' unique power, associating it with a powerful figure 

they already knew. 

• Application: The impact of God's work will not go unnoticed, even by those in positions of 

power. However, human interpretation of God's work can often be flawed or driven by fear, 

guilt, or limited understanding. 

 

Mark 6:15 

But others said, "He is Elijah." And others said, "He is a prophet, like one of the prophets 

of old." 

• Commentary: Other theories abound. "Elijah" was expected to return before the Messiah 

(Malachi 4:5), making this a significant messianic expectation. "A prophet, like one of the 

prophets of old" acknowledges Jesus' prophetic stature without necessarily identifying him with 

a specific figure, but still placing him within a familiar spiritual framework. 

• Application: People will try to fit Jesus into their existing categories. Our task is to clearly 

present Jesus as who He truly is: the Son of God, the Messiah, and not just another prophet. 

 

Mark 6:16 

But when Herod heard it, he said, "John, whom I beheaded, has been raised." 

• Commentary: Herod's immediate conclusion is driven by a guilty conscience and superstition. 

He recognizes the power but attributes it to the man he unjustly murdered. This reveals his inner 

turmoil and fear, setting the stage for the flashback narrative. 

• Application: Guilt and unaddressed sin can twist our perception and lead to irrational fears. 

Our past actions and unrepentant sin can haunt us, even distorting how we perceive God's work 

in the present. 

 



Mark 6:17 

For it was Herod who had sent and seized John and bound him in prison for the sake of 

Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, because he had married her. 

• Commentary: Mark provides the necessary background for understanding Herod's guilt. This 

verse outlines the illicit nature of Herod's marriage to Herodias, his sister-in-law, which was 

against Mosaic law (Leviticus 18:16). John's imprisonment is directly linked to his 

condemnation of this relationship. 

• Application: Sin has consequences, and unholy alliances can lead to disastrous outcomes. This 

reminds us of the importance of biblical boundaries in relationships. 

 

Mark 6:18 

For John had been saying to Herod, "It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife." 

• Commentary: This clarifies John the Baptist's courageous prophetic stance. He directly 

confronted Herod about his sin, demonstrating his role as a fearless messenger of God's truth, 

even to those in power. 

• Application: Speaking truth to power, even when unpopular or dangerous, is a vital prophetic 

role. We are called to uphold God's standards, not compromise them for convenience or fear of 

reprisal. 

 

Mark 6:19 

And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to kill him, but she could not, 

• Commentary: Herodias is the true antagonist in this narrative. She harbors a deep-seated 

"grudge" and is filled with murderous intent, but for a time, she is thwarted. This highlights her 

malice and determination. 

• Application: Unchecked bitterness and resentment can lead to destructive desires. A hardened 

heart, like Herodias's, will actively seek to silence the truth and those who speak it. 

 

Mark 6:20 

for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he kept him 

safe. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly. 

• Commentary: This verse reveals Herod's complex and contradictory character. He "feared 

John" because he recognized John's righteousness and holiness. He even "kept him safe" to 

some extent. Herod was "greatly perplexed" by John's message, indicating a struggle between 

his conscience and his desires. The surprising detail is that he "heard him gladly," suggesting a 



fascination or even a superficial appreciation for John's preaching, despite his unwillingness to 

obey. 

• Application: It's possible to be intellectually intrigued or even emotionally moved by God's 

truth without truly surrendering to it. Many hear the gospel "gladly" but remain "perplexed" and 

unwilling to make the changes God requires. True transformation requires more than 

fascination; it requires obedience. 

 

Mark 6:21 

But a convenient day came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his nobles and 

military commanders and the leading men of Galilee. 

• Commentary: This sets the scene for the tragic climax. Herod's birthday banquet, a time of 

revelry and ostentation, becomes the "convenient day" for Herodias's plot to unfold. The 

presence of "nobles, military commanders, and leading men" increases the public pressure on 

Herod. 

• Application: Seemingly innocent social occasions can become arenas for temptation and 

compromise, especially when pride or peer pressure is involved. Beware of situations where 

your guard is down. 

 

Mark 6:22 

For when Herodias's daughter came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his table 

companions. And the king said to the girl, "Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it 

to you." 

• Commentary: The daughter (traditionally Salome) performs a dance that greatly pleases Herod 

and his guests. In a moment of drunken exuberance and public display, Herod makes a rash, 

extravagant oath, promising her anything "up to half of my kingdom." This highlights his 

impulsive nature and the dangerous consequences of unchecked power and desire. 

• Application: Rash promises, especially those made under the influence of emotion, alcohol, or 

pride, can lead to devastating consequences. We must be sober-minded and careful with our 

words, especially when making commitments. 

 

Mark 6:23 

And he swore to her, "Whatever you ask me for, I will give you, up to half of my kingdom." 

• Commentary: The emphasis on the oath underscores its binding nature in ancient culture, 

particularly for a ruler. The "up to half of my kingdom" is a hyperbolic expression of generosity, 

but it traps Herod in his own words. 



• Application: Our integrity is paramount. While Herod's oath was foolish, his perceived need to 

uphold it illustrates the power of a promise. We must be people of our word, but also wise in 

what we promise. 

 

Mark 6:24 

And she went out and said to her mother, "What shall I ask?" And she said, "The head of 

John the Baptist." 

• Commentary: This confirms Herodias's sinister agenda. She immediately seizes the 

opportunity to fulfill her vengeful desire. The daughter's innocent question ("What shall I ask?") 

contrasts sharply with her mother's gruesome demand. 

• Application: The influence of ungodly people, especially those with power or close 

relationships, can be incredibly dangerous. We must be discerning about who we allow to 

influence our decisions. Sin breeds more sin. 

 

Mark 6:25 

And immediately she came in with haste to the king and asked, saying, "I want you to give 

me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter." 

• Commentary: The "haste" emphasizes the urgency and determination of Herodias's plot. The 

demand is specific and shocking: "the head of John the Baptist on a platter," underscoring the 

brutality and public nature of the execution. 

• Application: When evil intentions combine with opportunity and a compliant authority, 

devastating acts can occur swiftly. This is a stark reminder of the reality of spiritual warfare and 

the cost of speaking truth. 

 

Mark 6:26 

And the king was deeply grieved, but for the sake of his oaths and his guests, he did not 

want to break his word to her. 

• Commentary: Herod's "deep grief" is a further testament to his internal conflict and the moral 

dilemma he faces. He is caught between his conscience (knowing John's righteousness) and the 

social pressure to uphold his oath in front of his powerful guests. Tragically, he prioritizes his 

reputation over justice and righteousness. 

• Application: Peer pressure, the desire for approval, and a misplaced sense of honor can lead 

even "grieved" individuals to commit grave injustices. We must always prioritize God's will and 

moral truth over human expectations or our own reputation. 

 



Mark 6:27 

And immediately the king sent an executioner and commanded him to bring John's head. 

He went and beheaded him in the prison 

• Commentary: The word "immediately" again highlights the swift and brutal nature of the 

execution once the decision is made. The "executioner" carries out the macabre command. John 

is beheaded in the privacy of the prison, but his head is brought out publicly. 

• Application: The consequences of sin are often swift and irreversible. John's death is a 

powerful example of faithfulness unto death, and the brutal reality of what happens when God's 

truth confronts human depravity. 

 

Mark 6:28 

and brought his head on a platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her mother. 

• Commentary: This grim detail emphasizes the horrific outcome and the transfer of the 

gruesome trophy. The daughter, an unwitting instrument, delivers the head to her vengeful 

mother, who finally achieves her murderous desire. 

• Application: This serves as a stark warning against hatred and unchecked malice. The 

depravity of human sin is laid bare. 

 

Mark 6:29 

When his disciples heard of it, they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb. 

• Commentary: The brief mention of John's disciples serves as a somber conclusion to this tragic 

episode. Their respectful act of burying John's body highlights their loyalty and love for their 

teacher. It also marks the end of John's earthly ministry. 

• Application: Even in the face of tragedy and loss, believers are called to acts of compassion 

and respect. We honor those who have faithfully served God, even when their lives end 

tragically. 

 

Mark 6:30 

The apostles returned to Jesus and reported to him all that they had done and taught. 

• Commentary: After their successful mission, the disciples ("apostles" – those sent out) return 

to Jesus. They provide a full report, demonstrating their accountability and the successful 

execution of their commission. This brings the narrative back to Jesus and his ongoing ministry. 



• Application: Accountability and reporting back to spiritual leadership (ultimately to Christ) are 

crucial aspects of ministry. It's important to share our experiences, both successes and 

challenges, for evaluation and further guidance. 

 

Mark 6:31 

And he said to them, "Come away by yourselves to a secluded place and rest a while." For 

there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 

• Commentary: Jesus' compassion and understanding are evident. He recognizes their 

exhaustion from the intense ministry and the constant demands of the crowd. He invites them to 

a "secluded place" for "rest," emphasizing the importance of spiritual and physical renewal for 

those in ministry. The overwhelming crowds underscore the need for this retreat. 

• Application: Ministry is demanding, and burnout is a real risk. Jesus models the importance of 

rest and retreat, even amidst urgent needs. We must prioritize self-care and time with God to 

sustain us for long-term service. 

 

Mark 6:32 

And they went away in the boat to a secluded place by themselves. 

• Commentary: They act on Jesus' instruction, seeking a place of quiet and solitude. This brief 

moment of respite, however, will be short-lived. 

• Application: We should intentionally seek out times of rest and solitude, even if external 

circumstances threaten to disrupt them. Making the effort to disengage is important for our 

well-being. 

 

Mark 6:33 

Now many saw them going and recognized them, and ran there on foot from all the towns 

and arrived ahead of them. 

• Commentary: The persistent crowds highlight Jesus' immense popularity and the desperate 

need of the people. Even their attempt at a quiet retreat is thwarted. The people's eagerness to 

reach Jesus ("ran there on foot from all the towns") shows their hunger for his teaching and 

healing. 

• Application: The needs of the world are vast and often overwhelm our best-laid plans for rest. 

We are called to be available and responsive to the genuine needs around us, even when it costs 

us personal comfort. 

 



Mark 6:34 

When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them, because they 

were like sheep without a shepherd. And he began to teach them many things. 

• Commentary: Despite their foiled attempt at rest, Jesus' response is one of profound 

"compassion." He sees their spiritual plight – "like sheep without a shepherd," indicating their 

aimless, vulnerable, and leaderless state. His immediate response is to "teach them many 

things," addressing their deepest need for guidance and truth. This compassion is a hallmark of 

Jesus' character. 

• Application: Compassion for lost and hurting people should be the driving force behind our 

ministry. Seeing people as "sheep without a shepherd" shifts our perspective from annoyance to 

empathy, motivating us to share the truth of Christ. 

 

Mark 6:35 

And when it grew late, his disciples came to him and said, "This is a desolate place, and the 

hour is now late. 

• Commentary: As evening approaches, the disciples, ever practical, point out the logistical 

problem. They are in a "desolate place" with no provisions, and it's getting dark. This sets up the 

impending miracle. 

• Application: We often face overwhelming situations and logistical challenges in ministry, 

prompting us to look for practical, human solutions. 

 

Mark 6:36 

Send them away to go into the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves 

something to eat." 

• Commentary: The disciples' solution is pragmatic: disperse the crowd so they can feed 

themselves. This reflects a human-centric approach to the problem, relying on conventional 

means. 

• Application: Our first inclination when faced with a huge problem might be to find a human-

based solution or to simply "send people away" to solve their own problems. 

 

Mark 6:37 

But he answered them, "You give them something to eat." And they said to him, "Shall we 

go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give it to them to eat?" 



• Commentary: Jesus' response is a direct challenge to the disciples, forcing them to consider a 

divine solution. "You give them something to eat" pushes them beyond their limited thinking. 

Their reply, estimating the enormous cost ("two hundred denarii" – approximately eight months' 

wages for a laborer), highlights the apparent impossibility of the task from a human perspective. 

• Application: God often calls us to be His agents in impossible situations. His command "You 

give them something to eat" pushes us beyond our human limitations to rely on His supernatural 

power. We are challenged to look beyond our own resources and ask, "What can God do with 

what we have?" 

 

Mark 6:38 

And he said to them, "How many loaves do you have? Go and see." And when they had 

found out, they said, "Five, and two fish." 

• Commentary: Jesus directs them to assess their meager resources. The answer – "five loaves 

and two fish" – dramatically contrasts with the needs of the vast crowd, emphasizing the 

disparity and setting the stage for a miraculous multiplication. 

• Application: God doesn't need much to do a lot. He often starts with our "little" and 

miraculously multiplies it. We are called to bring what we have, however insignificant it seems, 

and offer it to Him. 

 

Mark 6:39 

Then he commanded them all to sit down in groups on the green grass. 

• Commentary: Jesus takes control of the situation, organizing the crowd. Sitting "in groups" 

facilitated orderly distribution and made it easier to count them later. The detail "on the green 

grass" adds a pastoral, tranquil image to the scene. 

• Application: God brings order out of chaos. When we surrender to His leadership, even in 

overwhelming circumstances, He provides direction and structure. 

 

Mark 6:40 

So they sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties. 

• Commentary: The orderly arrangement emphasizes the scale of the miracle and the method of 

distribution. This also allows for an accurate estimation of the number fed. 

• Application: Obedience to God's instructions, even seemingly mundane ones like organizing 

people, can be a prerequisite for experiencing His miracles. 

 



Mark 6:41 

And taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing and 

broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set before the people. And he divided the 

two fish among them all. 

• Commentary: This is the core of the miracle. Jesus "looked up to heaven" in prayer, 

acknowledging the divine source of the provision. He "said a blessing" (eucharisteō, giving 

thanks), a common Jewish practice before meals. He then "broke the loaves," a symbolic act 

that anticipates the Last Supper. The disciples become the distributors, highlighting their role as 

intermediaries in God's provision. The division of the fish is also explicitly mentioned, 

indicating both elements were multiplied. 

• Application: All provision comes from God. We are called to give thanks for what little we 

have, trust Him for multiplication, and then be willing to be His hands in distributing His 

blessings to others. This miracle foreshadows the spiritual nourishment we receive through 

Christ. 

 

Mark 6:42 

And they all ate and were satisfied. 

• Commentary: The outcome is clear and complete: "all ate and were satisfied." This is not just a 

taste, but a full meal for everyone, emphasizing the abundance of God's provision. 

• Application: God's provision is always sufficient and satisfying. When He provides, He does so 

completely, meeting every need. 

 

Mark 6:43 

And they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish. 

• Commentary: The twelve baskets of leftovers are a crucial detail. This "superabundance" 

(more than what they started with and more than enough for the disciples) highlights the 

miraculous nature of the event and the overflowing generosity of God. The "twelve" baskets 

might also symbolically represent the twelve tribes of Israel or the twelve apostles, signifying 

God's provision for his people. 

• Application: God's generosity often exceeds our expectations. There is always more than 

enough in His kingdom. This should encourage us to trust Him for abundance and to be good 

stewards of the overflow. 

 

Mark 6:44 

And those who ate the loaves were five thousand men. 



• Commentary: Mark specifically notes "five thousand men," implying that women and children 

were also present, making the total number fed significantly larger. This emphasizes the 

magnitude of the miracle. 

• Application: The scope of God's work is often far greater than we can initially perceive. We 

should celebrate His power in the large-scale impact as well as the individual blessing. 

 

Mark 6:45 

Immediately he made his disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, to 

Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 

• Commentary: "Immediately" signals a sense of urgency. Jesus "made" (compelled) his 

disciples to leave, perhaps to prevent them from getting caught up in the crowd's excitement or 

misunderstanding his messianic role (as seen in John 6:15, where people wanted to make him 

king). He stays behind to dismiss the vast crowd himself. 

• Application: After powerful spiritual experiences, it's crucial to guard against pride or 

misunderstanding. Jesus knew the disciples needed a sobering experience and perhaps some 

spiritual protection from the crowd's misplaced zeal. Sometimes, we need to be "made" to move 

on for our own good. 

 

Mark 6:46 

And after he had taken leave of them, he went up on the mountain to pray. 

• Commentary: This reveals Jesus' deep spiritual discipline. After such a demanding day, and 

dismissing the crowd, he seeks solitude and communion with his Father through prayer. This is 

a recurring pattern in Mark, showing Jesus' reliance on divine strength. 

• Application: Despite intense ministry and public demands, Jesus prioritized private prayer. 

This is a powerful model for us: sustained ministry requires sustained communion with God. 

We must make time for prayer, especially after seasons of intense activity. 

 

Mark 6:47 

And when evening came, the boat was out on the sea, and he was alone on the land. 

• Commentary: The setting creates a sense of isolation and potential peril. The disciples are 

struggling in the darkness and on the open sea, while Jesus is alone on land, demonstrating his 

unique position and purpose. 



• Application: We may find ourselves in "stormy" situations, feeling alone and struggling, while 

it seems God is distant. This verse reminds us that even when we don't perceive His immediate 

presence, He is aware of our struggles. 

 

Mark 6:48 

And he saw that they were making headway painfully, for the wind was against them. And 

about the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. He intended to 

pass by them, 

• Commentary: Jesus, from his vantage point on the mountain, supernaturally perceives their 

distress. "Making headway painfully" conveys their struggle against the elements. The "fourth 

watch of the night" (3-6 AM) emphasizes their prolonged toil. Jesus' miraculous "walking on 

the sea" demonstrates his mastery over creation, confirming his divine nature. The perplexing 

detail that "He intended to pass by them" has been interpreted in various ways: perhaps to test 

their faith, to draw their attention, or to reveal his power in a dramatic way before intervening. 

• Application: Jesus sees our struggles, even when we feel unseen. He allows us to experience 

the difficulty for a time, sometimes to deepen our reliance on Him or to reveal His power in a 

more dramatic way. He is sovereign over natural forces and enters our storms in supernatural 

ways. 

 

Mark 6:49 

but when they saw him walking on the sea, they thought it was a ghost, and cried out, 

• Commentary: The disciples' reaction is one of fear and misidentification. They are terrified, 

believing they are seeing a "ghost," indicating their natural human fear in the face of the 

supernatural and their initial inability to comprehend Jesus' divine power. 

• Application: Our initial reaction to God's supernatural intervention might be fear or 

misunderstanding. We tend to interpret new, powerful experiences through our limited human 

framework rather than recognizing God's limitless power. 

 

Mark 6:50 

for they all saw him and were terrified. But immediately he spoke to them and said, "Take 

heart; it is I. Do not be afraid." 

• Commentary: Their universal terror ("all saw him and were terrified") underscores the 

profound impact of this event. Jesus' immediate response is one of reassurance and self-

identification. "Take heart; it is I" (ego eimi, "I am") is a significant declaration, often 

interpreted as an echo of God's self-revelation to Moses in Exodus 3:14. "Do not be afraid" is a 

common biblical command, often accompanying divine encounters. 



• Application: When we are fearful or confused, Jesus' voice brings peace and clarity. His 

assurance, "It is I," reminds us that His presence is the ultimate source of comfort and security. 

We are called to listen for His voice amidst the storms of life. 

 

Mark 6:51 

And he got into the boat with them, and the wind ceased. And they were utterly astounded, 

• Commentary: Jesus' presence in the boat immediately brings calm, demonstrating his authority 

over nature. The disciples are "utterly astounded," a powerful word indicating profound 

amazement and shock, even after witnessing numerous miracles. This miracle is a significant 

revelation of Jesus' divine power. 

• Application: Jesus' presence changes everything. When He enters our difficult situations, calm 

is restored, and His power is unmistakably demonstrated. This should lead us to deep wonder 

and worship. 

 

Mark 6:52 

for they did not understand about the loaves, but their hearts were hardened. 

• Commentary: This verse provides Mark's theological interpretation of the disciples' 

astonishment. Their failure to understand the significance of the feeding of the five thousand 

("about the loaves") is directly linked to their "hardened hearts." This doesn't necessarily mean 

malicious hardening, but a dullness of spiritual perception, an inability to grasp the full 

implications of Jesus' power and identity, even after such a clear demonstration of his authority 

to provide and overcome limitations. 

• Application: Even after experiencing God's miraculous provision, we can still struggle to grasp 

its full meaning. Spiritual understanding is not automatic; it requires an open and responsive 

heart. We must constantly seek to understand who Jesus is, not just what He does, lest we 

become dull of hearing. 

 

Mark 6:53 

And when they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored to the shore. 

• Commentary: The journey safely concludes in Gennesaret, a fertile plain on the western shore 

of the Sea of Galilee, known for its population centers. 

• Application: God brings us through our storms to a safe landing, continuing His purpose for 

our lives. 

 



Mark 6:54 

And when they got out of the boat, immediately people recognized him 

• Commentary: As soon as Jesus lands, his fame is such that he is instantly "recognized," 

signifying the widespread knowledge of his ministry and reputation. 

• Application: Jesus' presence has an undeniable impact. His light cannot be hidden, and His 

fame continues to spread. 

 

Mark 6:55 

and ran about the whole region and began to bring the sick on their beds to wherever they 

heard he was. 

• Commentary: The recognition quickly leads to action. People actively seek out Jesus, bringing 

their sick on "beds," indicating the severity of their conditions and the desperate hope they 

placed in him. This demonstrates the immense physical need and Jesus' continued ministry of 

healing. 

• Application: When people recognize Jesus for who He is, they will eagerly seek Him out for 

their needs. This should encourage us to continue pointing people to Jesus as the source of all 

healing and help. 

 

Mark 6:56 

And wherever he went, in villages, cities, or countryside, they laid the sick in the 

marketplaces and implored him that they might touch even the fringe of his garment, and as 

many as touched it were healed. 

• Commentary: This concluding verse summarizes Jesus' widespread healing ministry. His 

presence brought healing everywhere. The desire to touch "even the fringe of his garment" 

(tzitzit, a tassel on Jewish prayer shawls) reflects the people's faith and belief in his inherent 

power, echoing the healing of the woman with the hemorrhage in Mark 5. The affirmation "as 

many as touched it were healed" underscores the consistent and powerful nature of his healing 

touch. 

• Application: Jesus' power to heal and transform is available to all who reach out to Him in 

faith. His compassion extends to every corner, every person, and every need. This verse reminds 

us that His healing power is not limited by location or circumstance, only by the presence of 

humble faith. 

 



Conclusion of Mark Chapter 6 

Mark Chapter 6 is a rich and dynamic section of the Gospel, powerfully illustrating several key aspects 

of Jesus' ministry and the call to discipleship: 

1. The Reality of Rejection and Unbelief: Jesus' experience in Nazareth serves as a poignant 

reminder that even the most profound truth and divine power can be rejected due to familiarity, 

prejudice, or hardened hearts. This prepares disciples for the inevitable opposition they will 

face. 

2. The Expansion and Empowerment of Ministry: Jesus broadens his mission by sending out 

the Twelve, equipping them with His authority and teaching them radical dependence. This lays 

the groundwork for the church's global mission. 

3. The Peril of Corrupt Power and Sin: The tragic story of John the Baptist's death, driven by 

Herod's weakness and Herodias's malice, is a stark warning about the consequences of 

unchecked sin, misplaced oaths, and human depravity. It contrasts sharply with the divine power 

of Jesus. 

4. The Abundance and Authority of Jesus: The feeding of the five thousand showcases Jesus' 

compassionate provision and His limitless power over creation. This miracle serves as a 

profound sign of His divine identity and His ability to meet every human need. 

5. Jesus' Sovereignty Over Creation and Commitment to Prayer: The miraculous walk on 

water further demonstrates Jesus' mastery over the natural world, while His consistent practice 

of withdrawing to pray highlights His absolute reliance on the Father, providing a model for all 

who seek to serve Him. 

In essence, Chapter 6 moves from the disappointment of human unbelief to the triumph of divine 

power and provision, reminding us that despite challenges and human limitations, Jesus remains 

compassionate, sovereign, and worthy of all our trust and obedience. 

 

Mark Chapter 7: Verse-by-Verse Commentary and Application 

Overall Theme of Chapter 7: This chapter focuses on a pivotal confrontation between Jesus and the 

religious leaders concerning true purity. It moves from outward, ceremonial defilement to inward, 

moral defilement, culminating in Jesus' clear teaching that what truly defiles a person comes from the 

heart. It also includes the healing of a Gentile woman's daughter, highlighting Jesus' ministry extending 

beyond Jewish boundaries. 

 

Mark 7:1 

Now when the Pharisees gathered to him, with some of the scribes who had come from 

Jerusalem, 



• Commentary: This sets the scene for a significant confrontation. "Pharisees" and "scribes" 

were the religious authorities and interpreters of the Law. The fact that some had "come from 

Jerusalem" indicates this was not a local dispute but a more formal, high-level challenge to 

Jesus' teaching and practices, likely stemming from reports of His growing popularity and 

unconventional methods. 

• Application: Ministry often involves confronting established norms or religious traditions that 

have strayed from God's original intent. Be prepared for scrutiny and opposition from those who 

are invested in the status quo, even if it's outwardly religious. 

 

Mark 7:2 

they saw that some of his disciples ate with hands that were defiled, that is, unwashed. 

• Commentary: The specific complaint is about "unwashed" hands, which refers not to hygiene 

but to a ceremonial washing ritual. This was a tradition of the elders (explained in detail in verse 

3), not a commandment from the Mosaic Law. For the Pharisees, this was a serious breach of 

religious custom, indicating a lack of purity. 

• Application: Religious people can often become more focused on outward rituals and traditions 

than on the true spirit of God's commands. We must constantly examine our practices to ensure 

they are rooted in biblical truth and not merely human traditions. 

 

Mark 7:3 

(For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they carefully wash their hands, thus 

observing the tradition of the elders; 

• Commentary: Mark, writing primarily for a Gentile audience, provides a parenthetical 

explanation of this Jewish custom. "The tradition of the elders" refers to an extensive body of 

oral laws and interpretations that had developed over centuries, which the Pharisees considered 

as binding as the written Law. 

• Application: It's easy for good intentions to morph into rigid legalism. Traditions, while 

sometimes helpful, can become burdensome and distract from the core of faith if they are 

elevated above God's Word or used to judge others. 

 

Mark 7:4 

and when they come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they purify themselves; 

and there are many other traditions that they observe, such as the washing of cups and pots 

and copper vessels and dining couches.) 



• Commentary: Mark continues to explain the meticulous nature of these traditions, extending 

beyond hand-washing to the ritual purification of objects after contact with the ritually impure. 

This demonstrates the Pharisees' comprehensive system of ceremonial purity. 

• Application: This illustrates the human tendency to seek control and purity through external 

means rather than internal transformation. Are there areas in our lives where we focus more on 

outward appearances or rule-keeping than on the condition of our hearts? 

 

Mark 7:5 

And the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, "Why do your disciples not walk according to 

the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?" 

• Commentary: The question is a direct challenge to Jesus' authority and His disciples' practice. 

They frame it as a matter of "walking according to the tradition," revealing their high regard for 

these human-made rules. 

• Application: Be ready to explain your faith and practices, especially when they deviate from 

popular or traditional religious norms. The challenge often isn't just about practices, but about 

underlying beliefs and authority. 

 

Mark 7:6 

And he said to them, "Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written: 'This 

people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; 

• Commentary: Jesus immediately responds by quoting Isaiah 29:13, directly indicting the 

Pharisees as "hypocrites." He cuts to the heart of the matter: their outward show of devotion 

("honors me with their lips") is contradicted by their inner spiritual condition ("their heart is far 

from me"). This sets the stage for His central teaching on inward purity. 

• Application: This is a powerful call to examine our own hearts. Do our outward expressions of 

faith (church attendance, good deeds, religious talk) truly reflect an inward devotion to God, or 

are we, too, guilty of hypocrisy? True worship comes from the heart. 

 

Mark 7:7 

in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.'" 

• Commentary: Jesus continues the quote, emphasizing that their worship is "in vain" (useless, 

empty) because they prioritize human "commandments" (traditions) over God's divine 

commands. This is the crux of their error: elevating human rules to the level of divine law. 

• Application: We must constantly test our beliefs and practices against God's Word. If we are 

following human traditions or opinions that contradict or overshadow biblical truth, our worship 



can become meaningless. The Bible is our ultimate authority, not cultural norms or even church 

traditions that lack biblical grounding. 

 

Mark 7:8 

You leave the commandment of God and hold to the tradition of men." 

• Commentary: Jesus directly accuses them of abandoning God's commands in favor of human 

traditions. This is a severe indictment, showing that their adherence to traditions actually led 

them away from obedience to God. 

• Application: Where in our lives or churches might we be doing this? Are there areas where 

convenience, cultural norms, or inherited practices have taken precedence over clear biblical 

commands? This calls for rigorous self-examination. 

 

Mark 7:9 

And he said to them, "You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of God in order to 

establish your tradition! 

• Commentary: Jesus uses biting sarcasm ("a fine way") to expose the perversion of their 

priorities. They actively "reject" God's command not by outright defiance, but by twisting it or 

creating loopholes to uphold their own traditions. 

• Application: This highlights the subtle dangers of legalism. It can appear righteous on the 

surface, but its true intent can be to subvert God's actual will for human convenience or self-

righteousness. 

 

Mark 7:10 

For Moses said, 'Honor your father and your mother'; and, 'Whoever reviles father or 

mother must surely die.' 

• Commentary: Jesus provides a specific example: the Fifth Commandment ("Honor your father 

and your mother") and its accompanying severe penalty for reviling parents. This is a clear, 

unambiguous command from God. 

• Application: Jesus points to a fundamental moral duty. Respect for parents is a core societal 

and biblical value. Are we upholding this command in its true spirit, or seeking loopholes? 

 

Mark 7:11 

But you say, 'If a person tells his father or his mother, "Whatever you would have gained 

from me is Corban" (that is, given to God)— 



• Commentary: Here's their loophole: "Corban." This was a vow by which a person declared 

property or money "dedicated to God." The Pharisees taught that if a son declared his assets 

"Corban," he was then exempt from using those assets to support his needy parents, even 

though the assets themselves were not necessarily used for God but merely set aside from 

parental obligation. 

• Application: This illustrates how religious vows or declarations can be twisted to avoid 

personal responsibility or core ethical duties. We must be wary of "spiritualizing" our way out 

of moral obligations God has clearly laid out. 

 

Mark 7:12 

then you no longer permit him to do anything for his father or mother, 

• Commentary: The tragic consequence of "Corban" was that it rendered the son unable to help 

his parents, effectively nullifying the commandment to honor them. 

• Application: When our religious practices or interpretations lead us to neglect clear acts of 

love, compassion, or justice towards others, especially family, something is fundamentally 

wrong. 

 

Mark 7:13 

thus making void the word of God by your tradition that you have handed down. And many 

such things you do." 

• Commentary: Jesus concludes His indictment: they "make void the word of God" through their 

human "tradition." This is the ultimate offense – placing human inventions above divine 

revelation. The phrase "many such things you do" indicates this was not an isolated instance but 

a pattern of their behavior. 

• Application: This is a stern warning against all forms of legalism and human additions to God's 

Word. We must be vigilant against anything that "makes void" or nullifies the clear teachings of 

Scripture, no matter how "pious" or well-intentioned it may seem. 

 

Mark 7:14 

And he called the people to him again and said to them, "Hear me, all of you, and 

understand: 

• Commentary: Jesus now turns from the religious leaders to the "people," indicating that His 

teaching on inner purity is for everyone. He emphasizes the importance of truly "hearing" and 

"understanding" this crucial spiritual principle. 



• Application: The truths of God's Word are for all people, not just the "experts." We are called to 

listen intently and seek to grasp spiritual truths with open minds and hearts. 

 

Mark 7:15 

There is nothing outside a person that by going into him can defile him, but the things that 

come out of a person are what defile him." 

• Commentary: This is a revolutionary statement, directly challenging the elaborate Jewish 

purity laws. Jesus asserts that nothing external can inherently defile a person spiritually. Instead, 

true defilement comes from within. This radical redefinition of purity marks a profound shift 

from ceremonial law to moral and spiritual truth. 

• Application: This is a cornerstone of Christian teaching on purity. True righteousness is not 

about what we eat, touch, or wear, but about the condition of our hearts. Our battle against sin is 

an internal one, not merely an external one. 

 

Mark 7:16 

(If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.)" 

• Commentary: This common phrase from Jesus emphasizes the profound importance of the 

preceding statement and calls for attentive, spiritually discerning hearing. It indicates that not 

everyone will grasp this truth. 

• Application: Some truths are challenging and require spiritual discernment to grasp. We need 

to pray for "ears to hear" and a heart open to difficult truths that might challenge our 

preconceived notions. 

 

Mark 7:17 

And when he had entered the house and left the people, his disciples asked him about the 

parable. 

• Commentary: The disciples, still struggling to understand this radical teaching, ask for 

clarification when they are in private with Jesus. They recognize it as a "parable" or a puzzling 

saying. 

• Application: It's okay to ask questions when we don't understand God's Word, especially 

difficult or counter-cultural teachings. Seeking clarification from Jesus (through prayer, study, 

and wise counsel) is a sign of a teachable spirit. 

 

Mark 7:18 



And he said to them, "Then are you also without understanding? Do you not see that 

whatever goes into a person from outside cannot defile him, 

• Commentary: Jesus gently rebukes their lack of understanding ("Are you also without 

understanding?"), indicating that this truth, while revolutionary, should be understandable to 

those taught by Him. He reiterates the principle: external things cannot truly defile. 

• Application: Sometimes, even after hearing a truth multiple times, we can still miss its depth. 

Jesus' patience with His disciples encourages us to persist in learning and to be patient with 

others (and ourselves) as spiritual truths sink in. 

 

Mark 7:19 

since it enters not his heart but his stomach, and is expelled?" (Thus he declared all foods 

clean.) 

• Commentary: Jesus explains the physiological process, emphasizing that food only passes 

through the digestive system, not the spiritual "heart." Mark adds a crucial interpretive 

parenthetical note: "(Thus he declared all foods clean)." This is a momentous statement, 

effectively abrogating the Old Testament dietary laws (like those in Leviticus 11) for His 

followers, preparing the way for the inclusion of Gentiles in the church. 

• Application: This verse has profound implications for Christian freedom from legalistic dietary 

rules and rituals. It confirms that the essence of our faith is spiritual and moral, not ceremonial. 

We have freedom in Christ concerning external matters that do not violate clear moral 

commands. 

 

Mark 7:20 

And he said, "What comes out of a person is what defiles him. 

• Commentary: Jesus reiterates His core teaching, putting the emphasis firmly on the internal 

source of defilement. 

• Application: Our actions, words, and attitudes are external manifestations of our internal 

condition. If we struggle with outward sin, the solution isn't just behavioral modification but 

heart transformation. 

 

Mark 7:21 

For from within, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, 

murder, adultery, 



• Commentary: Jesus now provides a shocking list of specific sins that originate from the 

"heart." This list covers a wide range of moral evils, demonstrating the comprehensive nature of 

human depravity. "Evil thoughts" are the root from which many of the others spring. 

• Application: This is a sobering look into the human heart. It reminds us that sin is not just 

about isolated bad actions, but about an internal fallen nature that constantly produces evil. This 

list should drive us to repentance and to dependence on the Holy Spirit for inner transformation. 

 

Mark 7:22 

coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. 

• Commentary: The list continues, adding more insidious sins that often remain hidden from 

public view but are equally defiling. These include sins of desire ("coveting"), intention 

("wickedness," "deceit"), and attitude ("envy," "pride," "foolishness"). 

• Application: This comprehensive list reveals that spiritual defilement is not just about obvious, 

outward sins but also about inner attitudes and desires. We must recognize the danger of even 

"hidden" sins that stem from a corrupt heart. This should prompt us to pray for clean hearts. 

 

Mark 7:23 

All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person." 

• Commentary: Jesus summarizes His teaching: all these "evil things" originate "from within" 

the human heart and are what truly "defile a person" in God's sight. This is a profound and 

liberating truth, shifting the focus from external rituals to internal moral purity. 

• Application: The ultimate battle against sin is won or lost in the heart. True spiritual 

transformation begins with God changing our hearts, enabling us to live in a way that truly 

honors Him. This is why the gospel message focuses on new birth and a transformed inner 

being. 

 

Mark 7:24 

And from there he arose and went away to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And he entered a 

house and wanted no one to know, yet he could not be hidden. 

• Commentary: Jesus leaves Jewish territory and enters Gentile regions ("Tyre and Sidon," 

coastal cities in Phoenicia). His desire to remain private ("wanted no one to know") may 

indicate a need for rest or a strategic choice, but His fame prevents Him from being "hidden." 

This foreshadows the inclusion of Gentiles in God's kingdom. 



• Application: God's plan is always broader than our expectations. Sometimes, even when we 

seek quiet or privacy, God has plans for us to be seen and to minister in unexpected places, 

especially among those considered "outsiders." 

 

Mark 7:25 

But immediately a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit heard of him and 

came and fell down at his feet. 

• Commentary: "Immediately" the need arises. This woman is a Gentile (likely Syrophoenician, 

as stated in v. 26). Her coming to Jesus and "falling down at his feet" demonstrates great 

humility, desperation, and a recognition of His authority, despite her background. 

• Application: Desperation for healing or salvation often transcends cultural, religious, or social 

barriers. True faith recognizes Jesus' power regardless of one's background. 

 

Mark 7:26 

Now the woman was a Gentile, a Syrophoenician by birth. And she begged him to cast the 

demon out of her daughter. 

• Commentary: Mark explicitly identifies her as a "Gentile, a Syrophoenician by birth," 

emphasizing her non-Jewish identity. This is significant because Jesus' primary public ministry 

was to Israel. Her "begging" highlights her intense need and persistent faith. 

• Application: God's compassion extends beyond our perceived boundaries. We should not limit 

who God wants to reach or who we should minister to, based on ethnicity, social status, or 

religious background. 

 

Mark 7:27 

And he said to her, "Let the children be fed first, for it is not right to take the children's 

bread and throw it to the dogs." 

• Commentary: Jesus' initial response seems harsh. "The children" refers to the Jews, and "dogs" 

(kynaria, "little dogs" or "house dogs," not wild scavenger dogs) refers to Gentiles. While the 

term "dogs" could be offensive, the diminutive form suggests a more affectionate, though still 

differential, comparison. Jesus is stating the priority of His mission at that time: primarily to the 

"lost sheep of Israel." This is a test of her faith and understanding of God's redemptive plan. 

• Application: Sometimes, God tests our faith not by withholding, but by seemingly challenging 

our requests. He may state a principle that doesn't immediately seem to favor us, to see if we 

truly understand His priorities and are willing to persist in faith. 

 



Mark 7:28 

But she answered him, "Yes, Lord; yet even the dogs under the table eat the children's 

crumbs." 

• Commentary: This is a masterful response of humble, quick-witted faith. She accepts Jesus' 

metaphor but turns it into an argument for her request. She acknowledges the priority of the 

"children" (Jews) but humbly asks for the "crumbs" – the overflow of God's blessing that even 

"little dogs" (Gentiles) might receive. This demonstrates profound humility, sharp 

understanding, and tenacious faith. 

• Application: True faith is often humble, persistent, and resourceful. It doesn't deny God's 

sovereignty or plan but finds a way to appeal to His compassion and generosity even within 

those parameters. Our humility and persistence in prayer can unlock God's blessings. 

 

Mark 7:29 

And he said to her, "For this statement you may go your way; the demon has left your 

daughter." 

• Commentary: Jesus commends her faith and immediately grants her request. Her "statement" 

(her wise, humble, and faithful response) is the key. The healing is declared, confirming Jesus' 

power even at a distance and his willingness to extend grace beyond Israel's boundaries. 

• Application: Exceptional faith often receives exceptional answers. God honors humility and 

persistent prayer that is rooted in a deep trust in His character and power, even when our 

circumstances seem to put us on the periphery. 

 

Mark 7:30 

And she went home and found the child lying on the bed and the demon gone. 

• Commentary: The healing is immediately confirmed upon her return. The daughter is no 

longer afflicted, validating Jesus' word and the reality of the spiritual deliverance. 

• Application: When God acts, His word is sufficient. We can trust that what He declares, 

whether healing or salvation, is already accomplished. 

 

Mark 7:31 

Then he returned from the region of Tyre and went through Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, in 

the region of the Decapolis. 

• Commentary: Jesus continues His journey, now moving through other Gentile territories 

("Sidon," "Decapolis" – a region of ten Gentile cities). This further emphasizes the expansion of 



His ministry beyond strictly Jewish areas, building on the encounter with the Syrophoenician 

woman. 

• Application: Jesus is always moving, bringing the gospel to new people and places. We are 

called to follow His lead in extending God's grace to all. 

 

Mark 7:32 

And they brought to him a man who was deaf and had a speech impediment, and they 

begged him to lay his hand on him. 

• Commentary: Another person in need is brought to Jesus. This man suffers from both deafness 

and a "speech impediment" (literally, "speaking with difficulty" or "mute"). The crowd 

"begged" Jesus to touch him, demonstrating their faith in His healing power. 

• Application: People continue to seek Jesus for their profound physical and communicative 

needs. Our compassion should lead us to bring others to Christ for healing and restoration. 

 

Mark 7:33 

And taking him aside from the crowd privately, he put his fingers into his ears, and after 

spitting, touched his tongue. 

• Commentary: Jesus takes the man "aside from the crowd privately." This may be to protect the 

man from overwhelming public attention, to build a personal connection, or to emphasize the 

personal nature of the healing. His actions – "fingers into his ears," "spitting," "touched his 

tongue" – are unusual and very tactile. These were not common medical practices but symbolic 

actions perhaps to convey Jesus' direct physical contact and the transfer of power, or to create a 

tangible point of faith for the man. Spittle was sometimes believed to have medicinal properties 

in ancient times, but here it is Jesus' touch that carries the power. 

• Application: Jesus often ministers to individuals with unique and personal methods. Not every 

healing or spiritual encounter looks the same. We should be open to God working in unexpected 

ways, tailoring His approach to the individual's needs and faith. 

 

Mark 7:34 

And looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, "Ephphatha," that is, "Be opened." 

• Commentary: Jesus "looked up to heaven," demonstrating His dependence on the Father for 

power. He "sighed," possibly expressing compassion for the man's suffering or the weight of sin 

and its effects. Then He speaks the Aramaic word, "Ephphatha," which Mark interprets for his 

readers as "Be opened." This powerful command demonstrates Jesus' direct authority over the 

affliction. 



• Application: Jesus' compassion is deeply felt. He identifies with our suffering. His healing 

comes directly from God's power, often released through a spoken word of command. We can 

pray with confidence, knowing God has the power to "open" what is closed. 

 

Mark 7:35 

And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 

• Commentary: The healing is "immediately" and completely effective. The man's ears are 

opened, his tongue is released, and he speaks "plainly" (clearly). The restoration is total. 

• Application: When God heals, He does so completely and perfectly. There is no partial 

restoration. This affirms His transformative power. 

 

Mark 7:36 

And Jesus charged them to tell no one. But the more he charged them, the more zealously 

they proclaimed it. 

• Commentary: Jesus again commands silence, a common "Messianic secret" theme in Mark. 

This was likely to manage expectations about His kingship, avoid political uprising, or allow 

His ministry to unfold on His own terms. However, the command is immediately disobeyed, as 

the healed man and his companions "zealously proclaimed it." 

• Application: It's hard to keep quiet about what God has done! While Jesus had His reasons for 

secrecy, the human inclination to share good news about God's work is powerful. We must 

discern when and how to share our testimony effectively. 

 

Mark 7:37 

And they were astonished beyond measure, saying, "He has done all things well. He even 

makes the deaf hear and the mute speak." 

• Commentary: The crowd's reaction is overwhelming astonishment, "beyond measure." Their 

declaration, "He has done all things well," is a profound recognition of His perfect work. They 

marvel at His specific power over deafness and muteness, fulfilling prophetic expectations 

(Isaiah 35:5-6). 

• Application: When we witness God's transformative power, it should lead to profound awe and 

praise. This is a call to acknowledge God's perfect work in all things, marveling at His ability to 

restore what is broken. 

 



Conclusion of Mark Chapter 7 

Mark Chapter 7 provides a powerful and enduring message about the nature of true purity and the 

expansive reach of Jesus' compassion. 

The first major section (verses 1-23) delivers a radical redefinition of purity. Jesus confronts the 

religious leaders directly, exposing their hypocrisy and the danger of elevating human traditions above 

God's Word. He decisively teaches that true defilement comes not from external contact or what goes 

into the mouth, but from the evil intentions and desires that originate in the human heart. This 

teaching liberated His followers from the bondage of ritualistic legalism and set the stage for a gospel 

that transcends cultural and ethnic boundaries. It underscores the Christian emphasis on inner 

transformation rather than outward conformity. 

The second major section (verses 24-37) illustrates Jesus' boundless compassion and His ministry 

extending to the Gentiles. The encounter with the Syrophoenician woman is a pivotal moment, 

showcasing her remarkable faith and Jesus' willingness to respond to that faith, even while maintaining 

the priority of His mission to Israel. This healing, along with the subsequent healing of the deaf and 

mute man in the Decapolis, demonstrates that Jesus' power and salvation are not confined to a 

particular people group but are available to all who seek Him in faith. 

In summary, Mark 7 challenges us to look beyond superficial religiosity to the heart of what truly 

matters to God: inner purity transformed by His grace. It also inspires us with Jesus' compassionate 

heart, reminding us that His love and healing reach out to all people, regardless of their background or 

perceived status. 

Mark Chapter 8: Verse-by-Verse Commentary and Application 

Overall Theme of Chapter 8: This chapter is pivotal in Mark's Gospel. It features a second miraculous 

feeding, continued struggles with the disciples' understanding (especially regarding Jesus' identity), a 

crucial confession from Peter, and Jesus' first explicit prediction of his suffering, death, and 

resurrection. It introduces the concept of true discipleship, which involves self-denial and cross-

bearing. 

 

Mark 8:1 

In those days, when again a great crowd had gathered, and they had nothing to eat, he 

called his disciples to him and said to them, 

• Commentary: "In those days" indicates this event follows closely on the heels of the Gentile 

ministry (Chapter 7), likely still in the Decapolis region (Mark 7:31). A "great crowd" has 

gathered, and crucially, "they had nothing to eat." This sets up a familiar scenario, deliberately 

echoing the feeding of the 5,000 in Chapter 6. Jesus initiates the conversation by calling His 

disciples, indicating His intent to involve them. 



• Application: God often presents us with recurring challenges or needs, even after we've seen 

Him work powerfully before. It's a test of our memory and faith. Do we remember His past 

faithfulness, or do we immediately revert to doubt? 

 

Mark 8:2 

"I have compassion on the crowd, because they have been with me now three days and have 

nothing to eat. And if I send them away hungry to their homes, they will faint on the way, 

for some of them have come from far away." 

• Commentary: Jesus expresses His "compassion," which is a recurring theme in Mark. He notes 

the crowd's long duration with Him ("three days") and their deep need, recognizing the practical 

danger of sending them away without food. This highlights Jesus' empathetic concern for 

physical needs, not just spiritual ones. 

• Application: True compassion moves us to action, not just sympathy. Jesus models holistic 

care, addressing both the spiritual and physical well-being of people. Our concern for others 

should be practical and extend to their basic human needs. 

 

Mark 8:3 

One of his disciples answered him, "Where will anyone get enough bread here in this 

desolate place to satisfy such a large crowd?" 

• Commentary: This verse is actually missing in some manuscripts and modern translations (like 

ESV, which jumps from 8:2 to 8:4). However, in older or specific translations (like the KJV, 

which has it as part of verse 4), it would read as a disciple questioning the logistics, similar to 

the first feeding. If present in your text, it highlights the disciples' continued struggle to recall 

Jesus' prior miraculous provision. 

• Application (if present): Even after witnessing God's power repeatedly, we can quickly forget 

His past faithfulness when faced with a new challenge. We often focus on the "desolate place" 

(the impossible circumstances) rather than the all-powerful God. 

 

Mark 8:4 

And his disciples answered him, "How can one feed these people with bread here in this 

desolate place?" 

• Commentary: The disciples' question, similar to their response in the first feeding, reveals their 

spiritual dullness or forgetfulness. They are still focused on human limitations ("How can one 

feed these people?") and the difficulty of the location ("desolate place"), despite having just 

witnessed Jesus feed 5,000 people with far less. This is a key point of Mark's narrative: the 

disciples' slow understanding. 



• Application: It's easy to fall back into human reasoning and limitations, even after experiencing 

God's miraculous provision. We need to actively remember and trust in God's power, allowing 

past miracles to build our faith for future challenges. Don't limit God based on your current lack 

of resources. 

 

Mark 8:5 

And he asked them, "How many loaves do you have?" They said, "Seven." 

• Commentary: Just as in the first feeding, Jesus directs them to assess their meager resources. 

"Seven" loaves, while more than the "five" in the first miracle, are still laughably inadequate for 

such a large crowd. 

• Application: God often asks us to bring what we do have, however small or insufficient it may 

seem. He doesn't need much to do a lot, but He requires our participation and willingness to 

offer what's in our hands. 

 

Mark 8:6 

And he directed the crowd to sit down on the ground. And he took the seven loaves, and 

having given thanks, he broke them and gave them to his disciples to set before the people; 

and they set them before the crowd. 

• Commentary: Jesus again takes charge, organizing the crowd. The actions are familiar: "took... 

given thanks... broke... gave them to his disciples to set before the people." This echoes the Last 

Supper and the practice of the early church, highlighting Jesus' role as the provider. The 

disciples, despite their prior lack of understanding, are obedient in distributing the food. 

• Application: Order and thankfulness precede God's miraculous provision. Even when the task 

seems overwhelming, obedience to Jesus' instructions (like organizing the crowd) and gratitude 

for what we have are essential. We are called to be faithful distributors of God's blessings. 

 

Mark 8:7 

And they had a few small fish. And having blessed them, he said that these also should be 

set before them. 

• Commentary: The "few small fish" are an additional detail, indicating a broader provision. 

Jesus also blesses these, demonstrating His comprehensive power over all food sources. 

• Application: God's provision often exceeds our specific requests or expectations. He can 

multiply beyond what we initially imagine, using even the smallest additions to bring 

abundance. 

 



Mark 8:8 

And they ate and were satisfied. And they took up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets 

full. 

• Commentary: Again, the outcome is clear: "they ate and were satisfied." The "seven baskets 

full" of leftovers (different Greek word for basket than in the first feeding, suggesting larger 

baskets used by Gentiles) signifies not just sufficiency but abundance. This confirms the 

miraculous nature and distinguishes it from the first feeding. 

• Application: God's provision is not just enough; it is overflowing. There is always a surplus in 

His kingdom. This should build our confidence in His ability to meet every need. 

 

Mark 8:9 

And there were about four thousand people. 

• Commentary: The number "four thousand" is given, a distinct crowd size from the 5,000, 

confirming this is a separate miracle. The emphasis is on the large number of people fed by so 

little. 

• Application: God's power is consistent, whether feeding 5,000 or 4,000. We should marvel at 

the scale of His work and the depth of His compassion for large groups. 

 

Mark 8:10 

And immediately he got into the boat with his disciples and went to the district of 

Dalmanutha. 

• Commentary: "Immediately" after the feeding, Jesus again leaves with His disciples. 

"Dalmanutha" (sometimes identified with Magadan/Magdala) is on the western side of the Sea 

of Galilee, a return to Jewish territory after the Gentile regions. 

• Application: After powerful encounters with God's provision, Jesus often moves on to the next 

place of ministry. Our spiritual journey involves continuous movement and new destinations in 

God's plan. 

 

Mark 8:11 

The Pharisees came and began to argue with him, seeking from him a sign from heaven to 

test him. 

• Commentary: The Pharisees immediately confront Jesus again (after the confrontation in 

Chapter 7). They "began to argue," showing hostility. They demand a "sign from heaven," 



implying they don't believe His current miracles are sufficient proof of His divine authority. 

This is a "test" – a challenge to prove Himself on their terms. 

• Application: Even abundant evidence of God's power and presence may not be enough for 

those determined to disbelieve. People with hardened hearts often demand specific "proof" that 

aligns with their preconceived notions, rather than accepting what God has already revealed. 

 

Mark 8:12 

And sighing deeply in his spirit, he said, "Why does this generation seek a sign? Truly, I say 

to you, no sign will be given to this generation." 

• Commentary: Jesus' "deep sigh" reveals His profound grief and frustration at their spiritual 

blindness and stubborn unbelief. He declares that "no sign will be given" to this generation. 

They have seen enough; their demand stems from unbelief, not genuine seeking. 

• Application: God is not obligated to perform parlor tricks or cater to cynical demands for 

proof. He has already provided sufficient evidence of His presence and power. Persistent 

unbelief, despite clear revelation, grieves the heart of God. 

 

Mark 8:13 

And he left them, got into the boat again, and went to the other side. 

• Commentary: Jesus once again withdraws from those who refuse to believe. He doesn't waste 

time arguing with hardened hearts but moves on. 

• Application: There are times when, after presenting the truth, we must move on from those 

who refuse to hear, rather than continually engaging in fruitless arguments. Our energy is best 

spent where hearts are open. 

 

Mark 8:14 

They had forgotten to bring bread, and they had only one loaf with them in the boat. 

• Commentary: A mundane detail with significant spiritual implications. The disciples "had 

forgotten" something so basic, despite having just witnessed two miraculous feedings. This sets 

the stage for Jesus' teaching on spiritual perception. 

• Application: How easily we forget God's provision, even in the midst of abundance! We can be 

so focused on earthly concerns and practicalities that we miss the spiritual significance of what 

God has done. 

 

Mark 8:15 



And he cautioned them, saying, "Watch out; beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the 

leaven of Herod." 

• Commentary: "Leaven" (yeast) is a metaphor for pervasive, corrupting influence. Jesus warns 

against the "leaven of the Pharisees" (their hypocrisy, legalism, and unbelief, as seen in 7:6-13 

and 8:11-12) and the "leaven of Herod" (his moral corruption, political ambition, and spiritual 

blindness, as seen in 6:14-29). Both represent insidious forces that oppose God's kingdom. 

• Application: We must be discerning about the influences we allow into our lives and churches. 

Legalism (Pharisees) and worldliness/political corruption (Herod) are both spiritual dangers that 

can subtly undermine true faith. Guard your heart and mind from these corrupting influences. 

 

Mark 8:16 

And they began discussing with one another the fact that they had no bread. 

• Commentary: The disciples completely miss the spiritual point of Jesus' warning. They 

immediately interpret "leaven" literally as bread, revealing their continued spiritual dullness and 

preoccupation with physical needs over spiritual understanding. 

• Application: It's common to misinterpret spiritual warnings through a purely material or literal 

lens. We often filter spiritual truths through our immediate, tangible concerns, missing the 

deeper spiritual meaning. 

 

Mark 8:17 

And Jesus, aware of this, said to them, "Why are you discussing the fact that you have no 

bread? Do you not yet perceive or understand? Are your hearts hardened? 

• Commentary: Jesus directly confronts their lack of understanding. His questions are sharp, 

revealing His frustration with their spiritual denseness: "Do you not yet perceive or 

understand?" The accusation "Are your hearts hardened?" is particularly strong, echoing the 

charge against the people of Nazareth and the Pharisees (Mark 6:52). This indicates a significant 

spiritual barrier in the disciples themselves. 

• Application: Jesus desires spiritual understanding from us, not just outward obedience. He 

challenges us to move beyond superficial comprehension to deep spiritual perception. We 

should reflect on why we sometimes struggle to grasp spiritual truths, and ask if our own hearts 

have become hardened or dull. 

 

Mark 8:18 

Having eyes do you not see, and having ears do you not hear? And do you not remember? 



• Commentary: These rhetorical questions echo Jeremiah 5:21, highlighting their spiritual 

blindness and deafness. The critical question, "Do you not remember?" refers to the two feeding 

miracles they just witnessed. Their failure to remember God's past provision contributes to their 

current lack of understanding. 

• Application: We are prone to spiritual amnesia. Regularly recalling and reflecting on God's past 

faithfulness and miraculous works in our lives is crucial for building present faith and 

understanding. What God has done before, He can do again, and it should inform how we 

perceive His warnings and commands now. 

 

Mark 8:19 

When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces 

did you take up?" They said to him, "Twelve." 

• Commentary: Jesus prompts their memory of the first feeding, leading them to recall the 

overwhelming abundance of "twelve baskets" of leftovers. 

• Application: God often uses specific, tangible memories of His provision to build our faith and 

open our eyes to His nature. Let's intentionally remember the details of His past works. 

 

Mark 8:20 

"And the seven for the four thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you take 

up?" And they said to him, "Seven." 

• Commentary: He makes them recall the second feeding, again pointing to the abundant "seven 

baskets." The different numbers of loaves and baskets confirm these as two distinct miracles, 

both demonstrating His power to provide. 

• Application: God's power is consistent across different situations and scales. The principles of 

His faithfulness remain the same. 

 

Mark 8:21 

And he said to them, "Do you not yet understand?" 

• Commentary: Despite reviewing the evidence, Jesus' final question emphasizes their persistent 

lack of understanding. This is a critical point in Mark's narrative, showcasing the disciples' 

journey from spiritual dullness to eventual comprehension, setting up Peter's confession. 

• Application: Spiritual understanding is a journey, not a destination. God patiently guides us, 

even when we are slow to learn. We should remain teachable and humble, continually seeking 

to grasp deeper truths. 

 



Mark 8:22 

And they came to Bethsaida. And some people brought to him a blind man and begged him 

to touch him. 

• Commentary: They arrive at Bethsaida (a town near where the 5,000 were fed). A "blind man" 

is brought to Jesus, and people "begged him to touch him." This physical ailment is often 

symbolic of spiritual blindness in the Gospels. This healing acts as a parable for the disciples' 

own journey from partial to full sight. 

• Application: God brings specific people with specific needs across our path. We are called to 

be people who bring others to Jesus for healing and transformation. 

 

Mark 8:23 

And he took the blind man by the hand and led him out of the village, and when he had spit 

on his eyes and laid his hands on him, he asked him, "Do you see anything?" 

• Commentary: Jesus again takes the man "by the hand and led him out of the village," 

suggesting a personal, private approach, perhaps to avoid a spectacle or to emphasize a deeper 

spiritual work. The use of "spit on his eyes" and "laid his hands" is tactile and symbolic, similar 

to the healing of the deaf man (Mark 7:33). Uniquely, Jesus asks, "Do you see anything?", 

indicating a two-stage healing process. 

• Application: God's healing and revelation often happen progressively, in stages. Sometimes, 

our understanding or spiritual sight doesn't come all at once. We should be patient with 

ourselves and others in the process of spiritual growth. 

 

Mark 8:24 

And he looked up and said, "I see people, but they look like trees, walking." 

• Commentary: The man's partial sight confirms the two-stage healing. He sees "people" but 

they appear "like trees, walking." This vivid image conveys blurry, indistinct vision. 

• Application: This illustrates a state of partial spiritual understanding. We might "see" spiritual 

realities but not with clarity or full comprehension. It’s a step, but not the final one. 

 

Mark 8:25 

Then Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again; and he opened his eyes, his sight was restored, 

and he saw everything clearly. 



• Commentary: Jesus performs a second touch, and "immediately" the healing is completed. The 

man's "sight was restored," and he "saw everything clearly." This represents the full spiritual 

understanding that Jesus desires for His disciples, particularly about His identity. 

• Application: Sometimes, we need a "second touch" from God to gain full spiritual clarity and 

understanding. Persistence in seeking God's revelation, even after initial glimpses, leads to 

complete vision. 

 

Mark 8:26 

And he sent him away to his home, saying, "Do not even enter the village." 

• Commentary: Jesus again commands silence and urges the man to go home, avoiding public 

display in the village of Bethsaida, which had previously demonstrated unbelief (Matthew 

11:21). 

• Application: After receiving a profound spiritual experience, it's important to discern how and 

when to share it, avoiding unhealthy attention or premature declarations that might hinder God's 

broader plan. 

 

Mark 8:27 

And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on the way 

he asked his disciples, "Who do people say that I am?" 

• Commentary: This marks a critical turning point. "Caesarea Philippi" is a gentile region, far 

north of Galilee, where Roman paganism (worship of Caesar, Pan, etc.) was prominent. It's a 

fitting place for the question of Jesus' identity to be clarified away from the crowds and Jewish 

religious authorities. Jesus directly asks His disciples about public opinion concerning His 

identity. 

• Application: As we journey with Jesus, there comes a point where we must directly confront 

the question of His identity. It's important to understand popular opinions about Jesus, but 

ultimately, our faith must be based on a personal revelation, not just what "people say." 

 

Mark 8:28 

And they told him, "John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets." 

• Commentary: The disciples report the common public speculations, echoing those of Herod 

and the crowds in Chapter 6. These are all prominent religious figures, but none of them 

identify Jesus as the Messiah or Son of God. 



• Application: Many people today hold various ideas about Jesus (a good teacher, a moral 

example, a prophet). While these acknowledgments might be a starting point, they fall short of 

the full truth of His identity. 

 

Mark 8:29 

And he asked them, "But who do you say that I am?" Peter answered him, "You are the 

Christ." 

• Commentary: This is the climactic moment. Jesus presses the question, moving from public 

opinion to personal confession: "But who do you say that I am?" Peter, acting as the spokesman 

for the Twelve, makes the decisive confession: "You are the Christ" (the Messiah). This is the 

theological high point of the first half of Mark's Gospel. 

• Application: Our personal confession of Jesus' identity is paramount. It's not enough to know 

what others believe; we must personally declare Him as the Christ, the Anointed One, our 

Savior and Lord. This is the foundation of true discipleship. 

 

Mark 8:30 

And he strictly charged them to tell no one about him. 

• Commentary: This is another instance of the "Messianic secret." Jesus "strictly charged" them 

to keep His messianic identity quiet. This is crucial because the popular understanding of 

"Messiah" was often a political, conquering king, which would have gravely misunderstood 

Jesus' true mission of suffering and sacrificial atonement. He had to redefine Messiahship. 

• Application: While we are called to proclaim Christ, there are times for strategic discretion or 

for allowing God's full plan to unfold before making certain declarations. Understanding the 

timing and context of sharing truth is important. 

 

Mark 8:31 

And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by 

the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise 

again. 

• Commentary: Immediately after Peter's confession, Jesus "began to teach them" about His true 

Messiahship, which involved suffering and death. This is His first clear prediction of His 

passion. He states that He "must" (it's a divine necessity) suffer, be rejected by the religious 

authorities, "be killed," and "after three days rise again." The resurrection component is vital but 

often overlooked by the disciples initially. 



• Application: True understanding of Jesus' identity leads directly to understanding His mission: 

His suffering, death, and resurrection for our salvation. This is the heart of the gospel. For us, it 

means embracing the full picture of Christ, not just the triumphant parts. 

 

Mark 8:32 

And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 

• Commentary: Jesus spoke "plainly," leaving no room for misunderstanding. Yet, Peter's 

reaction is astonishing: he "took him aside and began to rebuke him." This shows how deeply 

ingrained the political/triumphant Messiah concept was, even for Peter, and how utterly 

shocking the idea of a suffering Messiah was. Peter, having just made the great confession, now 

tries to correct the Lord. 

• Application: Even sincere believers can resist God's will when it conflicts with their 

expectations or desires, especially when it involves suffering or sacrifice. We must be careful 

not to "rebuke" God's plan, even with good intentions. 

 

Mark 8:33 

But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, "Get behind me, Satan! 

For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man." 

• Commentary: Jesus turns to rebuke Peter (with the other disciples watching, for their benefit 

too). His words are exceptionally harsh: "Get behind me, Satan!" This strong language identifies 

the source of Peter's resistance as demonic, because Peter's suggestion was diametrically 

opposed to God's redemptive plan. Peter's thinking was "of man" (human, earthly perspective) 

rather than "of God" (divine, spiritual perspective). 

• Application: We must recognize that opposition to God's will, especially regarding suffering or 

sacrifice, can be a temptation from the enemy, even when it comes from well-meaning people. 

Our human perspectives often clash with God's divine wisdom. We must align our minds with 

God's purposes, not human comfort. 

 

Mark 8:34 

And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, "If anyone would come 

after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 

• Commentary: Jesus then calls both the crowd and His disciples, indicating that this teaching on 

discipleship is for everyone. This is a crucial passage defining true Christianity. "Deny himself" 

means to utterly renounce one's own desires, will, and agenda. "Take up his cross" meant to 

accept a path leading to suffering, humiliation, and potentially death (as a condemned criminal 

would carry his cross to execution). "Follow me" means to imitate His life of self-sacrifice. 



• Application: Discipleship is not easy or self-serving. It requires radical self-abandonment and a 

willingness to embrace suffering for Christ's sake. It means putting God's will above our own 

comfort, reputation, or safety. 

 

Mark 8:35 

For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the 

gospel's will save it. 

• Commentary: This is a paradox of the kingdom. Attempting to preserve one's earthly life 

(comfort, security, reputation) at all costs will ultimately lead to spiritual loss. Conversely, 

surrendering one's life ("loses his life") for Jesus' sake and for the "gospel" will result in true, 

eternal salvation. 

• Application: Our ultimate security and fulfillment are found not in clinging to worldly life but 

in surrendering it completely to Christ. This challenges our priorities and calls for a radical 

commitment to the gospel, knowing that true life is found in giving it away. 

 

Mark 8:36 

For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? 

• Commentary: This rhetorical question highlights the ultimate folly of prioritizing earthly gain 

over spiritual salvation. No amount of worldly success or possessions can compensate for the 

loss of one's eternal soul. 

• Application: This is a piercing challenge to materialism and worldly ambition. What are we 

truly living for? Are we pursuing temporary gains at the expense of our eternal destiny? The 

value of a single soul far outweighs the entire material world. 

 

Mark 8:37 

For what can a man give in return for his soul? 

• Commentary: Another rhetorical question, emphasizing the incomparable value of the soul. 

There is nothing a person can offer as payment or exchange for their own salvation once it is 

lost. 

• Application: Salvation is priceless and cannot be bought. This underscores the gracious gift of 

God and the seriousness of rejecting it. 

 

Mark 8:38 



For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, 

the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when he comes in the glory of his Father with 

the holy angels." 

• Commentary: Jesus issues a stark warning about the consequences of being "ashamed" of Him 

or His "words" (which include the call to self-denial and cross-bearing) in a morally corrupt 

("adulterous and sinful") world. To be ashamed of Christ now means Christ will be ashamed of 

them on the day of judgment, when He returns in "glory" with the angels. This links present 

discipleship to future judgment and eternal destiny. 

• Application: Our commitment to Christ must be public and unashamed, even in a hostile 

culture. The cost of discipleship is high, but the cost of not being a true disciple is infinitely 

higher. This calls for courage and unwavering loyalty to Jesus. 

 

Conclusion of Mark Chapter 8 

Mark Chapter 8 is a watershed moment in the Gospel, powerfully shifting the narrative focus from 

Jesus' public ministry and miracles to the profound implications of His identity and the radical nature 

of true discipleship. 

1. The Disciples' Persistent Blindness: Despite witnessing multiple miracles (including a second 

feeding), the disciples repeatedly demonstrate a troubling spiritual dullness, failing to grasp the 

deeper significance of Jesus' power and identity. This serves as a cautionary tale for all 

believers: understanding God is a continuous journey that requires an open heart. 

2. The Pivotal Confession: Peter's confession, "You are the Christ," is the high point of 

understanding in the first half of the Gospel. It acknowledges Jesus' true messianic identity, but 

immediately after, Jesus reveals that this Messiahship entails suffering, not earthly triumph. 

3. The Rejection of the Suffering Messiah: Peter's immediate "rebuke" of Jesus' prediction of 

suffering highlights the deep-seated human resistance to a suffering Messiah. Jesus' sharp 

response, "Get behind me, Satan!", underscores the divine necessity of His suffering and the 

satanic origin of any attempt to derail God's redemptive plan. 

4. The Cost of True Discipleship: Jesus then extends the call to all, explaining that following 

Him means radical self-denial, "taking up one's cross," and losing one's life for His sake and the 

gospel's. This passage profoundly defines what it means to be a follower of Christ, challenging 

comfort, materialism, and worldly ambition. 

5. The Ultimate Choice: The chapter concludes with a stark warning about being ashamed of 

Christ, emphasizing the eternal consequences of our present allegiance. It forces readers to 

confront the personal cost and eternal reward of true discipleship. 

Chapter 8 pushes beyond mere admiration of Jesus' miracles to a personal confession of His identity 

and a commitment to the costly path of following Him, even unto suffering. It's a call to profound 

spiritual sight and radical obedience. 



Mark Chapter 9: Verse-by-Verse Commentary and Application 

Overall Theme of Chapter 9: This chapter is a dramatic and intense section of Mark, moving from the 

glory of the Transfiguration to the struggle with spiritual powerlessness and the continued teaching on 

the true nature of discipleship, which includes suffering, humility, and radical commitment. Jesus again 

predicts His passion and warns against stumbling blocks within the community. 

 

Mark 9:1 

And he said to them, "Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste 

death until they see the kingdom of God after it has come with power." 

• Commentary: This verse serves as an introduction to the Transfiguration, which immediately 

follows. Jesus is promising that some of His listeners will witness a powerful manifestation of 

the "kingdom of God" before they die. While interpretations vary, the most common 

understanding is that this refers to the Transfiguration itself, where Jesus' glory as King is 

briefly revealed, or potentially Pentecost, where the Spirit comes with power to establish the 

church as the kingdom's presence. 

• Application: God gives us glimpses of His glory and the power of His kingdom, preparing us 

for what is to come. These moments of revelation strengthen our faith for the journey ahead, 

even when it involves hardship. 

 

Mark 9:2 

And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 

mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 

• Commentary: "After six days" directly links this event to the prophecy in 9:1. Jesus takes His 

inner circle—Peter, James, and John—up a "high mountain." Mountains in the Bible are often 

places of divine revelation. Here, Jesus is "transfigured" (metamorphoo, "transformed" or 

"changed in form") before them. This is a dramatic, visible alteration of His appearance, 

revealing His inherent divine glory, which had previously been veiled by His human form. 

• Application: In our spiritual journey, there are moments of profound revelation and intimacy 

with God. Like the disciples, we may experience glimpses of His glory that deepen our 

understanding of who He truly is. These experiences are often personal and set apart. 

 

Mark 9:3 

and his clothes became dazzling white, whiter than any bleach on earth could make them. 

• Commentary: The description emphasizes the supernatural nature of His transformation. His 

clothes become "dazzling white," highlighting the divine light emanating from Him. This is not 



mere physical light but divine glory, similar to Old Testament descriptions of God's presence 

(e.g., Daniel 7:9). 

• Application: The glory of God surpasses any earthly comparison. When we encounter His 

presence, it should astound us and challenge our limited human perspectives. 

 

Mark 9:4 

And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. 

• Commentary: The appearance of "Elijah with Moses" is highly symbolic. Moses represents the 

Law, and Elijah represents the Prophets. Together, they symbolize the entirety of the Old 

Testament, bearing witness to Jesus as the fulfillment of all that the Law and the Prophets 

foretold. Their conversation with Jesus implies a discussion about His impending "departure" 

(Luke 9:31), which refers to His suffering and death in Jerusalem. 

• Application: The Old Testament points to Jesus. His coming was not a random event but the 

culmination of God's plan throughout history. This affirms the unity and divine inspiration of all 

Scripture. 

 

Mark 9:5 

And Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for 

you and one for Moses and one for Elijah." 

• Commentary: Peter, impulsive as ever, responds emotionally to the glory he is witnessing. His 

suggestion to build "three tents" (or shelters) is an attempt to prolong or contain this glorious 

moment. It also shows a desire to put Jesus on par with Moses and Elijah, failing to grasp Jesus' 

unique and superior status. 

• Application: In moments of spiritual euphoria, we might try to cling to the experience or put 

God in a box. We can also misunderstand God's priorities, trying to freeze a moment of glory 

rather than embracing the journey and its purpose. Our focus should always remain on Christ 

above all others. 

 

Mark 9:6 

For he did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 

• Commentary: Mark explains Peter's confused outburst: he was "terrified" and "did not know 

what to say." This clarifies that his words were a natural, if misguided, human reaction to an 

overwhelming divine encounter. 



• Application: It's okay to feel overwhelmed or even fearful in God's presence. Our human 

limitations mean we won't always respond perfectly to His glory. God understands our 

weakness. 

 

Mark 9:7 

And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, "This is my beloved 

Son; listen to him." 

• Commentary: A "cloud" (a common Old Testament symbol of God's presence, the Shekinah 

glory) overshadows them, confirming the divine nature of the event. Then, God's "voice" speaks 

directly, echoing Jesus' baptism. The declaration "This is my beloved Son" establishes Jesus' 

unique divine Sonship and authority. The command "listen to him" is crucial, placing Jesus 

above Moses and Elijah and emphasizing that His teaching (especially concerning His 

suffering) is to be received without question. 

• Application: God's authoritative word confirms Jesus' identity and calls us to absolute 

obedience to Him. In every decision, every teaching, every command, our ultimate response 

should be to "listen to Him" above all other voices or human opinions. 

 

Mark 9:8 

And suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone with them but Jesus only. 

• Commentary: The vision abruptly ends, leaving "Jesus only." This powerfully reinforces the 

previous command to "listen to him." Moses and Elijah are gone; only Jesus remains, signifying 

His unique, ultimate authority and role. 

• Application: After powerful spiritual experiences, our focus should always return to Jesus. He 

is the beginning and the end, the central figure of our faith. Everything else is secondary. 

 

Mark 9:9 

And as they were coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell no one what they had 

seen, until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 

• Commentary: This is another instance of the "Messianic secret." Jesus charges them to keep 

the Transfiguration a secret until "after the Son of Man had risen from the dead." Revealing this 

glorious event prematurely would have fueled further misunderstanding of His Messiahship, 

which had to be understood in terms of suffering and resurrection, not just glory. 

• Application: There's a proper time and context for revealing spiritual truths or sharing powerful 

experiences. God's timing is perfect, and sometimes silence is necessary until a fuller 

understanding or a more opportune moment arrives. 



 

Mark 9:10 

So they kept the matter to themselves, questioning what rising from the dead might mean. 

• Commentary: The disciples obey the command to be silent, but their private "questioning what 

rising from the dead might mean" highlights their continued lack of understanding regarding 

Jesus' suffering and resurrection. This shows the difficulty they had in reconciling a glorious 

Messiah with a suffering one. 

• Application: We can obey God's commands even when we don't fully understand their 

implications. It's okay to have questions, but we must remain teachable and trust that further 

revelation will come in God's time. 

 

Mark 9:11 

And they asked him, "Why do the scribes say that Elijah must come first?" 

• Commentary: The disciples bring up a common Old Testament expectation (Malachi 4:5) that 

Elijah would precede the Messiah. They are trying to reconcile this expectation with what they 

just witnessed and Jesus' messianic identity. 

• Application: People often hold onto their prior understandings or religious teachings, trying to 

fit new revelations into old frameworks. It's important to allow Jesus to clarify and redefine our 

understanding of biblical truth. 

 

Mark 9:12 

He said to them, "Elijah does come first to restore all things. And how is it written of the 

Son of Man that he should suffer many things and be treated with contempt? 

• Commentary: Jesus affirms the truth of Elijah's preparatory role ("Elijah does come first to 

restore all things"). But then He immediately brings the conversation back to the crucial point: 

the necessity of the "Son of Man" (a title Jesus uses for Himself, emphasizing His humanity and 

divine authority from Daniel 7:13-14) to "suffer many things and be treated with contempt." He 

is subtly pointing to John the Baptist as the "Elijah" figure (see 9:13) while redirecting their 

focus to His suffering. 

• Application: We must understand God's plan comprehensively. Prophecy is fulfilled, but not 

always in the way we expect. The path to glory often involves suffering and humility, which are 

central to Christ's mission and our own discipleship. 

 

Mark 9:13 



But I tell you that Elijah has come, and they did to him whatever they pleased, as it is 

written of him." 

• Commentary: Jesus reveals that "Elijah has come"—referring to John the Baptist. Just as the 

prophets foretold his suffering, he was indeed persecuted and killed (recounting the events of 

Mark 6). This connects John's suffering to the pattern of the Messiah's own inevitable suffering. 

• Application: God's prophets often face persecution and rejection. This confirms that following 

God's truth can lead to suffering, just as it did for John the Baptist and Jesus. 

 

Mark 9:14 

And when they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around them, and scribes 

arguing with them. 

• Commentary: Returning from the mountain, Jesus, Peter, James, and John find a chaotic scene. 

The remaining disciples are surrounded by a "great crowd" and are being "argued with" by 

"scribes." This immediately contrasts the glory of the mountain with the struggles and spiritual 

powerlessness on the plain. 

• Application: Moments of spiritual highs are often followed by spiritual battles or practical 

challenges. The spiritual reality is that the world often opposes God's work, and we must be 

prepared to step from glory into struggle. 

 

Mark 9:15 

And immediately all the crowd, when they saw him, were greatly amazed and ran to him 

and greeted him. 

• Commentary: The crowd's reaction to seeing Jesus suggests something extraordinary. They are 

"greatly amazed" (perhaps by a lingering radiance from the Transfiguration, though Mark 

doesn't explicitly state it) and "ran to him" with enthusiasm. 

• Application: Jesus' presence brings a unique power and draws people to Him, even when the 

situation is chaotic. His arrival can transform the atmosphere. 

 

Mark 9:16 

And he asked them, "What are you arguing about with them?" 

• Commentary: Jesus cuts to the chase, directly asking the reason for the heated discussion. He 

assumes there's conflict or an unresolved issue. 

• Application: Jesus confronts the root of problems. As leaders, we should seek to understand the 

source of conflict or distress, rather than simply reacting to the symptoms. 



 

Mark 9:17 

And someone from the crowd answered him, "Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has a 

spirit that makes him mute. 

• Commentary: A father, bypassing the disciples, directly appeals to Jesus. His son suffers from 

a "mute spirit" (a demon that causes muteness), indicating a spiritual affliction rather than a 

physical one. 

• Application: When we are desperate, we go directly to Jesus. Sometimes, human 

intermediaries fail, and our only hope is to reach out to the Lord himself. 

 

Mark 9:18 

And whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams and grinds his teeth and 

becomes rigid. And I asked your disciples to cast it out, and they were not able." 

• Commentary: The father describes the violent and painful symptoms of his son's demonic 

possession. The crucial detail is that Jesus' "disciples... were not able" to cast it out. This reveals 

their spiritual powerlessness despite having been given authority in Chapter 6. This is the source 

of the argument with the scribes, who likely seized on the disciples' failure to discredit Jesus. 

• Application: There will be times when we, as followers of Christ, feel powerless in the face of 

spiritual challenges. Our past anointing or authority doesn't guarantee automatic success if our 

faith or spiritual discipline is lacking. This should drive us to examine ourselves and seek God's 

power. 

 

Mark 9:19 

And he answered them, "O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How long 

am I to bear with you? Bring him to me." 

• Commentary: Jesus' lament, "O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How long 

am I to bear with you?" is directed not just at the scribes, but perhaps also at the disciples for 

their lack of faith (echoing 8:17-21) and the unbelief around Him. Despite His frustration, He 

immediately commands, "Bring him to me," demonstrating His unwavering commitment to 

healing. 

• Application: Our lack of faith can grieve God. He desires that we live in faith and walk in the 

power He has provided. When we feel overwhelmed or faithless, the answer is always to bring 

the need directly to Jesus. 

 

Mark 9:20 



And they brought the boy to him. And when the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the 

boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. 

• Commentary: The demon reacts violently at Jesus' approach, a common pattern in Mark. This 

immediate, intense convulsion demonstrates the real, malevolent presence of the spirit and its 

desperate resistance to Jesus' authority. 

• Application: Spiritual warfare is real. When the power of God confronts demonic forces, there 

can be violent reactions, but God's power is always superior. 

 

Mark 9:21 

And Jesus asked his father, "How long has this been happening to him?" And he said, 

"From childhood. 

• Commentary: Jesus, surprisingly, pauses to ask about the duration of the affliction. This could 

be to underscore the severity and chronicity of the problem, to build the father's faith by hearing 

his own story, or to educate the disciples. 

• Application: Jesus' compassion is personal and engaged. He cares about the details of our 

suffering. Sometimes, sharing the history of our struggle with Him or trusted spiritual guides 

can be part of the healing process. 

 

Mark 9:22 

It has often cast him into fire and into water, to destroy him. But if you can do anything, 

have compassion on us and help us." 

• Commentary: The father describes the demon's destructive intent, aiming to "destroy" the boy. 

His plea, "But if you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us," reveals a lingering 

doubt or perhaps a weariness of hope, possibly exacerbated by the disciples' failure. 

• Application: Long-term suffering or repeated disappointments can erode our faith, leading to 

doubts about God's ability or willingness to help. This is a very human and relatable struggle. 

 

Mark 9:23 

And Jesus said to him, "'If you can'! All things are possible for one who believes." 

• Commentary: Jesus immediately challenges the father's "if you can" statement, throwing the 

responsibility for the outcome back onto the father's faith, not Jesus' power. The powerful 

declaration "All things are possible for one who believes" is a foundational statement about the 

power unleashed through faith. It shifts the focus from Jesus' ability (which is unquestionable) 

to the father's belief. 



• Application: This is a pivotal verse for our understanding of faith. The limitation is rarely with 

God's power, but with our belief. It challenges us to examine the limits of our own faith when 

facing impossible situations. 

 

Mark 9:24 

Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, "I believe; help my unbelief!" 

• Commentary: This is one of the most honest and profound prayers in the Gospels. The father's 

"immediately" response shows his desperation. He acknowledges his partial faith ("I believe") 

but also his struggling doubt ("help my unbelief!"). This isn't a confession of total unbelief but a 

recognition of an honest struggle. 

• Application: This prayer is a model for us. It's okay to admit our doubts to God. True faith isn't 

the absence of doubt, but actively choosing to believe despite it, and inviting God to strengthen 

our weak faith. God meets us in our weakness and strengthens our belief. 

 

Mark 9:25 

And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, 

saying to it, "You mute and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of him and never enter 

him again." 

• Commentary: Jesus acts decisively as the crowd gathers. He directly "rebuked the unclean 

spirit," speaking with absolute authority. He names the spirit (mute and deaf), demonstrating 

His full knowledge and power over it. The command "never enter him again" ensures a 

complete and lasting deliverance. 

• Application: Jesus acts with authority and precision. He deals directly with the source of the 

problem. When we pray, we can pray with specific authority in Jesus' name, trusting His power 

to accomplish complete deliverance and healing. 

 

Mark 9:26 

And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a 

corpse, so that most of them said, "He is dead." 

• Commentary: The demon makes a final, violent display of resistance before being expelled. 

The boy's subsequent state, "like a corpse," is so severe that onlookers think he is dead, 

emphasizing the power of the demonic hold and the extent of Jesus' intervention. 

• Application: Spiritual deliverance can be dramatic and intense, sometimes appearing worse 

before it gets better. Don't be surprised if there's a strong reaction when God's power confronts 

evil. 



 

Mark 9:27 

But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. 

• Commentary: Jesus, with a simple, tender touch, physically lifts the boy. This act signifies His 

life-giving power, restoring the boy to full health and demonstrating His ultimate victory over 

death and demonic power. 

• Application: Jesus' touch brings complete restoration and new life. He lifts us up from our 

lowest points. His compassion is always active and powerful. 

 

Mark 9:28 

And when he had entered the house, his disciples asked him privately, "Why could we not 

cast it out?" 

• Commentary: Back in private, the disciples (who failed) humbly ask Jesus the crucial question 

about their powerlessness. This shows a desire to learn and understand their failure. 

• Application: When we fail in ministry or witness a lack of God's power, it's essential to humble 

ourselves and seek understanding from the Lord. Self-reflection and honest questioning are vital 

for spiritual growth. 

 

Mark 9:29 

And he said to them, "This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer." 

• Commentary: Jesus gives the specific reason for their failure: their lack of "prayer." Some 

manuscripts also add "and fasting," which is found in Matthew's parallel account (Matthew 

17:21). The implication is that some spiritual battles require a deeper level of spiritual 

discipline, dependence on God, and preparation than others. 

• Application: Spiritual power isn't automatic; it's cultivated through deep dependence on God. 

Certain spiritual challenges require a more intense commitment to prayer (and possibly fasting), 

indicating a greater reliance on God's power over our own. Our spiritual disciplines directly 

impact our effectiveness in ministry. 

 

Mark 9:30 

They went on from there and passed through Galilee. And he did not want anyone to know 

it, 



• Commentary: Jesus and His disciples travel discreetly "through Galilee," avoiding public 

attention ("he did not want anyone to know it"). This privacy is likely due to His desire to focus 

on teaching His disciples, especially about His impending passion, without the distraction of 

crowds. 

• Application: There are times when quiet, intentional spiritual growth and discipleship are more 

important than public ministry. We need seasons of withdrawal for deep teaching and 

preparation. 

 

Mark 9:31 

for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, "The Son of Man is going to be delivered 

into the hands of men, and they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three days he will 

rise." 

• Commentary: This is Jesus' second explicit passion prediction, even more detailed and 

emphatic than the first (8:31). He emphasizes that He "is going to be delivered" (betrayed), 

"they will kill him," and "after three days he will rise." This repetition underscores the absolute 

certainty of these events. 

• Application: Jesus' clear predictions of His suffering and resurrection are central to His identity 

and mission. We must embrace this foundational truth of the gospel. It also reminds us that 

preparation for future challenges (even painful ones) involves listening to God's clear warnings. 

 

Mark 9:32 

But they did not understand the saying, and were afraid to ask him. 

• Commentary: Despite the clarity of Jesus' teaching, the disciples "did not understand" it, 

particularly the idea of His death. Their fear of asking shows their confusion, reluctance to 

accept this difficult truth, and perhaps their awe of Jesus after the Transfiguration and the recent 

rebuke of Peter. 

• Application: It's common to resist difficult truths, especially those involving suffering or loss. 

We can often be afraid to ask deeper questions, preferring to remain in comfortable ignorance. 

This is a call to humility and courage in seeking full understanding, even of challenging biblical 

truths. 

 

Mark 9:33 

And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he asked them, "What were 

you discussing on the way?" 



• Commentary: They arrive in Capernaum, a familiar base. Jesus, knowing their hearts, directly 

confronts them about their secret "discussion on the way," implying He already knows what it 

was about. 

• Application: Jesus knows our thoughts and intentions, even when we try to hide them. He 

graciously gives us the opportunity to confess and learn from our mistakes. 

 

Mark 9:34 

But they kept silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who was the 

greatest. 

• Commentary: The disciples' silence is telling; they are ashamed because their discussion was 

completely at odds with Jesus' recent teaching on suffering and humility. The contentious topic 

was "who was the greatest" among them—a preoccupation with status and power. 

• Application: Our human nature often seeks prominence and status, even in spiritual contexts. 

This highlights the ongoing battle with pride and self-centeredness, even among those closest to 

Jesus. This is a common and dangerous trap for leaders and believers alike. 

 

Mark 9:35 

And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, "If anyone would be first, he 

must be last of all and servant of all." 

• Commentary: Jesus, in a posture of teaching authority, "sat down" and gathered the "twelve." 

He then delivers a foundational kingdom principle that completely overturns worldly values: 

true greatness in God's kingdom comes not through seeking to be "first" but through becoming 

"last of all and servant of all." This directly counters their argument. 

• Application: Humility and service are the hallmarks of true Christian leadership and 

discipleship. If we desire to be great in God's eyes, we must embrace a posture of serving 

others, putting their needs before our own. This requires a radical reorientation of our values. 

 

Mark 9:36 

And he took a little child and set him in the midst of them, and taking him in his arms, he 

said to them, 

• Commentary: Jesus uses a powerful visual object lesson. He "took a little child," 

demonstrating tenderness and valuing the vulnerable. Placing the child "in the midst" makes 

him the center of attention and the example. 

• Application: Children, often overlooked or undervalued in ancient society, represent humility, 

dependence, and lack of social status. They embody the very qualities Jesus calls us to cultivate. 



 

Mark 9:37 

"Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me, 

receives not me but him who sent me." 

• Commentary: Jesus expands the teaching: receiving a humble, dependent, and powerless 

"child" in "my name" (as a representative of Jesus, or with Jesus' authority and values) is 

equivalent to receiving Jesus Himself. And receiving Jesus is receiving God the Father. This 

elevates the act of humble service to the greatest spiritual significance. 

• Application: Our treatment of the most vulnerable and seemingly insignificant people is a 

direct reflection of our relationship with God. True worship and service are demonstrated in 

how we care for the "least of these." 

 

Mark 9:38 

John said to him, "Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried 

to stop him, because he was not following us." 

• Commentary: John (one of the "Sons of Thunder," possibly prone to exclusivism) brings up an 

immediate issue that seems related to authority and belonging. They stopped someone 

ministering effectively because he "was not following us" (the disciples' group), highlighting an 

exclusionary mindset. 

• Application: We can sometimes fall into the trap of spiritual elitism or sectarianism, where we 

prioritize our group, denomination, or methods over the broader kingdom of God. We need to 

be careful not to hinder God's work simply because it doesn't fit our mold. 

 

Mark 9:39 

But Jesus said, "Do not stop him, for no one who does a mighty work in my name will be 

able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 

• Commentary: Jesus immediately corrects John's narrow view. He forbids stopping the person, 

emphasizing that anyone genuinely doing good work "in my name" cannot easily speak evil of 

Him. The effectiveness of the work in Jesus' name is the proof, not adherence to a specific 

group. 

• Application: We should celebrate and encourage genuine work for God's kingdom, even if it 

happens outside of our immediate church or network. God uses many different people and 

avenues to accomplish His purposes. 

 

Mark 9:40 



For the one who is not against us is for us." 

• Commentary: This maxim provides the principle: "the one who is not against us is for us." In 

the context of spiritual warfare, if someone is actively working for good in Jesus' name, they are 

an ally, not an enemy to be suppressed. 

• Application: This is a call for broad-mindedness and cooperation within the body of Christ. 

Let's focus on shared purpose rather than minor differences or territoriality. 

 

Mark 9:41 

For truly, I say to you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong to the 

Christ will by no means lose his reward. 

• Commentary: Jesus offers encouragement to those who show even the smallest acts of 

kindness to His followers. Even a "cup of water" given to someone "because you belong to the 

Christ" will be rewarded. This emphasizes that even small acts of service or support for God's 

kingdom are recognized and valued by Him. 

• Application: Every act of kindness, hospitality, or support shown to fellow believers, done in 

the name of Christ, has eternal significance and will be rewarded. This encourages simple, 

generous acts of Christian love. 

 

Mark 9:42 

"Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to stumble, it would be better 

for him if a great millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea. 

• Commentary: Jesus transitions to a severe warning about causing "little ones who believe in 

me to stumble" (to fall into sin or lose faith). "Little ones" can refer to children or to humble, 

vulnerable believers. The punishment described—a "great millstone" and being "thrown into the 

sea"—was a known form of severe execution, highlighting the extreme seriousness of leading 

someone astray. 

• Application: We have a profound responsibility to protect and nurture the faith of new or 

vulnerable believers. Our actions and words can either build up or tear down. We must be 

incredibly careful not to be stumbling blocks to others' faith. 

 

Mark 9:43 

And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than 

with two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 



• Commentary: Jesus uses hyperbole to emphasize the radical measures required to avoid sin 

and secure eternal salvation. A "hand" (representing action) causing one to sin must be dealt 

with decisively. It is better to lose something precious and enter "life" (eternal life) than to keep 

it and face "hell, to the unquenchable fire." 

• Application: We must be ruthless in dealing with personal sin, especially habitual sin. No 

attachment, habit, or relationship is worth losing our eternal salvation. This calls for radical 

repentance and decisive action to remove sinful influences from our lives. 

 

Mark 9:44 

(where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched). 

• Commentary: This verse is a textual variant and not present in all manuscripts (similar to 8:3). 

If present in your text, it reinforces the horror of eternal judgment, quoting Isaiah 66:24. It 

graphically describes endless decay and suffering. 

• Application (if present): The consequences of persistent, unrepented sin are eternally serious. 

The vivid imagery serves as a powerful warning against the eternal separation from God. 

 

Mark 9:45 

And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than with 

two feet to be thrown into hell. 

• Commentary: The hyperbole continues, now with a "foot" (representing one's walk or path). 

Again, the emphasis is on radical self-denial and severe measures to avoid eternal damnation. 

• Application: Examine your path and pursuits. If your lifestyle, friends, or choices are leading 

you away from God, radical change is necessary. The discomfort of change is far less than the 

eternal consequences of continuing in sin. 

 

Mark 9:46 

(where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched). 

• Commentary: This is another textual variant (see 9:44). If present in your text, it repeats the 

grave warning. 

• Application (if present): Reiterates the eternal and unceasing nature of judgment for those who 

choose a path of rebellion against God. 

 

Mark 9:47 



And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God 

with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell, 

• Commentary: The hyperbole concludes with the "eye" (representing lust or perception). Again, 

the message is clear: radical amputation is preferable to spiritual blindness and eternal 

destruction. 

• Application: Guard your perceptions and what you allow into your mind. What you see, read, 

or consume can lead you to sin. Be disciplined in protecting your spiritual vision. 

 

Mark 9:48 

'where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.' 

• Commentary: This phrase (a direct quote from Isaiah 66:24) serves as a solemn concluding 

warning about the eternal nature of hell, emphasizing its unending torment. 

• Application: Jesus takes eternal judgment very seriously. This should instill a holy fear of God 

and a passionate desire to live lives that honor Him and to share the gospel with others. 

 

Mark 9:49 

For everyone will be salted with fire. 

• Commentary: This is a notoriously difficult verse, with various interpretations. "Salted with 

fire" likely draws on two Old Testament concepts: 

1. Salt as preservation: Salt was used to preserve things from corruption (e.g., Leviticus 

2:13, "salt of the covenant"). 

2. Fire as purification/judgment: Fire purifies (refiner's fire) or judges. The phrase 

"salted with fire" could mean: 

3. Purification through suffering: Believers will experience trials that purify them, or 

endure the preserving grace of God through suffering. 

4. Judgment for all: Everyone (both believers and unbelievers) will face a form of "fire," 

either purifying (for believers, trials) or consuming (for unbelievers, eternal judgment). 

Given the preceding context of hell, the latter (or a combination) is plausible. 

• Application: While complex, the underlying idea is that God's processes, whether for 

purification or judgment, are sure and inescapable. For believers, this may mean experiencing 

the refining "fire" of trials that preserve and purify our faith. 

 

Mark 9:50 



Salt is good, but if salt has lost its saltiness, how will you make it salty again? Have salt in 

yourselves, and be at peace with one another." 

• Commentary: Jesus uses the metaphor of "salt" again (echoing Matthew 5:13). "Salt is good" 

when it fulfills its purpose (preserving, flavoring). "Lost its saltiness" means becoming useless. 

The command "Have salt in yourselves" means to possess genuine spiritual character and moral 

integrity, which acts as a preserving and flavoring influence in the world. The final phrase, "be 

at peace with one another," connects this inner purity to harmonious relationships within the 

community, contrasting with the disciples' earlier argument about greatness. 

• Application: As believers, we are called to be distinct and impactful in the world. If we lose our 

distinctiveness (our "saltiness"), we become ineffective. This requires internal integrity ("salt in 

yourselves") and then impacts our external relationships, fostering "peace with one another" 

rather than rivalry or offense. 

 

Conclusion of Mark Chapter 9 

Mark Chapter 9 is a truly powerful and challenging section of the Gospel that delves deeper into the 

identity of Jesus, the nature of true discipleship, and the gravity of eternal realities. 

1. The Revelation of Glory (Transfiguration): The chapter opens with a dazzling display of 

Jesus' divine glory, confirming His unique Sonship and authority. This provides a necessary 

glimpse of His majesty before the stark reality of His impending suffering. It also emphasizes 

that Jesus is superior to all others (Moses and Elijah). 

2. The Reality of Spiritual Powerlessness: The disciples' inability to cast out the demon 

highlights their spiritual immaturity and lack of faith. Jesus' response, emphasizing "prayer" 

(and possibly fasting), underscores that spiritual power is not inherent but cultivated through 

deep dependence on God. 

3. The Persistent Prediction of Suffering: Jesus' second, detailed prediction of His passion 

reinforces the central paradox of His Messiahship: glory achieved through suffering, rejection, 

and death, followed by resurrection. The disciples' continued failure to understand this 

highlights the human resistance to this divine plan. 

4. The Radical Nature of Discipleship: Jesus redefines greatness in the Kingdom of God, 

overturning worldly values. True greatness comes through humility, service (receiving the "little 

ones"), and radical self-denial. The warnings about causing others to stumble and the necessity 

of ruthlessly dealing with personal sin underscore the extreme commitment required for genuine 

discipleship. 

5. The Solemnity of Eternal Consequences: The vivid and repeated warnings about "hell, the 

unquenchable fire," and the unceasing "worm" (Isaiah 66:24) serve as a stark reminder of the 

eternal stakes involved in our choices and the importance of living a life of true integrity and 

faith. 



In essence, Mark 9 challenges us to move beyond superficial admiration of Jesus to a deep, 

transformative understanding of His glory and His suffering, and to embrace the costly, humble, and 

impactful life of a true disciple, constantly relying on God's power and living for eternal realities. 

 

 

Mark Chapter 10: Verse-by-Verse Commentary and Application 

Overall Theme of Chapter 10: This chapter continues Jesus' journey towards Jerusalem, and focuses 

on various aspects of discipleship in light of His impending suffering. It addresses key issues related to 

marriage and divorce, the value of children, the danger of wealth, the nature of true leadership as 

service, and culminates with a powerful healing that symbolizes spiritual sight. The overarching theme 

is the radical nature of following Jesus, especially when it involves sacrifice and humility. 

 

Mark 10:1 

And he left there and went to the region of Judea and beyond the Jordan, and crowds 

gathered to him again. And again, as was his custom, he taught them. 

• Commentary: Jesus leaves Galilee (his primary area of ministry) and heads south towards 

Jerusalem, entering "the region of Judea and beyond the Jordan" (Perea). This marks a 

significant geographical shift, emphasizing His purposeful journey towards His crucifixion. 

Crowds continue to follow Him, and He continues His consistent ministry of teaching them, 

regardless of location or opposition. 

• Application: Following Jesus often means moving to new places or facing new contexts. We 

are called to be consistent in our witness and teaching, regardless of who gathers or where we 

are. Jesus' commitment to teaching reminds us of the importance of the Word in discipleship. 

 

Mark 10:2 

And Pharisees came up and in order to test him asked, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his 

wife?" 

• Commentary: The "Pharisees" immediately confront Jesus again, continuing their pattern of 

"testing him." This time the issue is "divorce," a hotly debated topic among Jewish rabbis, 

designed to trap Jesus. They seek to force Him into either contradicting Moses or one of the 

major rabbinic schools, or alienating either conservative or liberal Jews. 

• Application: People will often try to draw us into arguments about controversial topics, seeking 

to discredit us or expose perceived inconsistencies. We must be wise and respond from a 

kingdom perspective, not just a legalistic or popular one. 

 



Mark 10:3 

He answered them, "What did Moses command you?" 

• Commentary: Jesus shrewdly deflects their trap by turning the question back to them, 

grounding the discussion in the authority of "Moses" (the Law). This forces them to consider 

the biblical text rather than just rabbinic traditions. 

• Application: When challenged on ethical or theological issues, always bring the conversation 

back to the authority of Scripture. Ground your responses in God's Word, not human opinions or 

cultural trends. 

 

Mark 10:4 

They said, "Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of divorce and to send her away." 

• Commentary: They correctly cite Deuteronomy 24:1, which permitted a man to give a 

certificate of divorce under certain circumstances. However, they focus on the "allowance" for 

divorce, not the underlying reason for it. 

• Application: It's possible to quote Scripture accurately but misinterpret its intent or minimize 

its deeper meaning. Be careful not to use biblical texts to justify practices that contradict God's 

original design. 

 

Mark 10:5 

Jesus said to them, "Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this commandment. 

• Commentary: Jesus goes straight to the heart of the matter. He explains that Moses' allowance 

for divorce was not God's original ideal, but a concession made "because of your hardness of 

heart." This reveals humanity's sinful nature and God's patience, while also pointing to a higher 

standard. 

• Application: God's commands often address human brokenness and sin, but they also point to 

His perfect will. Sometimes, what is "allowed" is not God's ideal. We should always strive for 

God's original, perfect standard, understanding His grace for our failures. 

 

Mark 10:6 

But from the beginning of creation, 'God made them male and female.'" 

• Commentary: Jesus bypasses Deuteronomy 24 and goes back to Genesis 1:27 and 2:24, the 

"beginning of creation." He establishes the foundational principle of marriage: God's design for 

a complementary union of "male and female." This is God's original, perfect intent. 



• Application: To understand God's will for marriage and sexuality, we must return to the 

foundational truths of creation. God's original design is the standard, not human concessions or 

evolving cultural norms. 

 

Mark 10:7 

"Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, 

• Commentary: Quoting Genesis 2:24, Jesus emphasizes the permanent, foundational nature of 

the marriage bond. "Leave" signifies establishing a new primary family unit, and "hold fast" (or 

"be joined") emphasizes intimacy, loyalty, and permanence. 

• Application: Marriage requires a decisive break from the parental home and a committed, 

lifelong bond with one's spouse. It's a covenant of faithfulness and unity. 

 

Mark 10:8 

and the two shall become one flesh.' So they are no longer two but one flesh. 

• Commentary: The climactic statement of Genesis 2:24, "the two shall become one flesh," 

signifies a profound spiritual, emotional, and physical union. This unity is so complete that they 

are "no longer two but one flesh," making separation an unnatural and destructive act. 

• Application: Marriage is designed by God to be a profound, unbreakable covenant. The "one 

flesh" union highlights the sacredness and totality of the marital bond, making divorce a tearing 

apart of what God has joined. 

 

Mark 10:9 

What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate." 

• Commentary: This is Jesus' definitive conclusion, directly challenging the human "right" to 

divorce lightly. "What God has joined together" refers to the divine institution and blessing of 

marriage. The command "let not man separate" forbids human intervention to break this sacred 

bond. 

• Application: Marriage is a divine institution, not merely a human contract. As believers, we are 

called to uphold the sanctity of marriage and resist its dissolution, recognizing that God's ideal 

is lifelong faithfulness. 

 

Mark 10:10 

And in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 



• Commentary: The disciples, perhaps as surprised as the Pharisees by Jesus' strict teaching, ask 

Him for clarification in private. This indicates their need for further understanding on such a 

sensitive topic. 

• Application: It's good to seek clarification on challenging teachings, especially when they 

diverge from societal norms. Private study and discussion can deepen our understanding of 

difficult biblical truths. 

 

Mark 10:11 

And he said to them, "Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery 

against her, 

• Commentary: Jesus reiterates and expands His teaching in stronger terms, specifically 

addressing the issue of remarriage after an unbiblical divorce. He declares that doing so 

constitutes "adultery against her." This statement applies the same standard to men and women, 

which was revolutionary in a patriarchal society. (Matthew 19:9 adds an exception clause for 

sexual immorality, but Mark's emphasis here is on the general principle of the sanctity of 

marriage). 

• Application: Jesus holds a high standard for marriage and views unbiblical divorce and 

remarriage as a serious violation of God's design. This calls for great care and commitment 

within marriage, and grace for those who have experienced divorce but also repentance for 

those who have violated God's commands. 

 

Mark 10:12 

and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery." 

• Commentary: This clause explicitly applies the same standard to women, reflecting Roman 

law where women could initiate divorce, unlike Jewish law where it was primarily a male 

prerogative. This emphasizes the equal spiritual responsibility of both sexes before God. 

• Application: God's moral law applies equally to men and women. There is no double standard 

for sin. 

 

Mark 10:13 

And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the disciples rebuked 

them. 

• Commentary: In stark contrast to the weighty discussion on divorce, people bring "children" to 

Jesus for His blessing ("that he might touch them"). The "disciples rebuked them," likely seeing 

the children as a nuisance or insignificant distraction from more "important" matters or people. 



• Application: It's easy for us to dismiss the value of children or those who seem less "important" 

in the grand scheme of ministry. We can become so focused on adult or intellectual matters that 

we overlook simple acts of love and blessing for the vulnerable. 

 

Mark 10:14 

But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to them, "Let the children come to me; do 

not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. 

• Commentary: Jesus is "indignant" (aganakteō, showing strong displeasure), a rare and 

powerful emotion from Him, directed at His own disciples. He firmly commands them to "let 

the children come" and "not hinder them." The profound reason is, "for to such belongs the 

kingdom of God." This means the qualities of children—humility, trust, dependence, lack of 

self-sufficiency—are precisely what characterize true citizens of God's kingdom. 

• Application: Jesus profoundly values children and sees them as models of faith. We must 

remove any barriers that prevent people from coming to Jesus, especially the vulnerable. The 

kingdom of God is entered through humble, childlike faith, not through self-importance or 

achievement. 

 

Mark 10:15 

Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter 

it." 

• Commentary: This is a crucial, emphatic statement. Entering the "kingdom of God" 

(experiencing salvation and God's reign) requires receiving it "like a child." This reinforces the 

qualities of humility, trust, and dependence as prerequisites for spiritual salvation, contrasting 

sharply with the pride and self-righteousness of the Pharisees and even the disciples' earlier 

argument. 

• Application: Salvation is not earned through merit or knowledge, but received by grace 

through childlike faith. We must approach God with humility and dependence, recognizing our 

need for Him. 

 

Mark 10:16 

And he took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands on them. 

• Commentary: Jesus' tender actions confirm His love and value for children. He physically 

embraces them ("took them in his arms") and pronounces a blessing on them ("laying his hands 

on them"), demonstrating His personal care and authority. 



• Application: Jesus' love for children is a model for us. We should embrace, value, and bless the 

children around us, recognizing their inherent worth and spiritual capacity. 

 

Mark 10:17 

And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and asked him, 

"Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 

• Commentary: This wealthy, young ruler (Luke 18:18; Matthew 19:20) approaches Jesus with 

apparent eagerness and respect ("ran up and knelt," "Good Teacher"). His question is the 

ultimate spiritual quest: "What must I do to inherit eternal life?" This sets up a crucial encounter 

about the cost of discipleship. 

• Application: Many people genuinely seek eternal life and come to Jesus with a desire for 

spiritual answers. Their initial earnestness, however, may not always reflect a willingness to 

fully surrender to Christ's demands. 

 

Mark 10:18 

And Jesus said to him, "Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. 

• Commentary: Jesus challenges the man's use of "Good Teacher," not to deny His own 

goodness or deity, but to prompt the man to consider the full implication of his words. If Jesus 

is truly "good," then He is identifying Him with God, the ultimate standard of goodness. This 

forces the man to confront Jesus' identity. 

• Application: Sometimes, Jesus challenges our casual assumptions or polite religious language, 

pushing us to deeper understanding and commitment. He seeks genuine recognition of His 

divine nature. 

 

Mark 10:19 

You know the commandments: 'Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do 

not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.'" 

• Commentary: Jesus lists several commandments from the second half of the Decalogue, which 

deal with human relationships. He omits the first table (relating to God) and the last (coveting), 

possibly saving that for the end, or testing the man on what he already claims to follow. "Do not 

defraud" might be a paraphrase of coveting or a general injunction against injustice. 

• Application: God's moral law is foundational. Following external commands is a starting point, 

but not the sum total of righteousness or the path to eternal life. 

 



Mark 10:20 

And he said to him, "Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth." 

• Commentary: The man's confident reply ("all these I have kept from my youth") suggests 

sincerity, self-righteousness, or possibly a lack of depth in his understanding of the law's true 

spiritual demands (cf. Matthew 5:21-30). He truly believes he has perfectly fulfilled the law. 

• Application: We can deceive ourselves into thinking we've met God's standards based on 

outward performance, failing to recognize the deeper spiritual requirements of the law and the 

sinfulness of our hearts. 

 

Mark 10:21 

And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, "You lack one thing: Go, sell all that 

you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me." 

• Commentary: Jesus' "love" for the man is profoundly significant; His demand is born of 

compassion, not condemnation. He identifies the "one thing" the man lacks: total commitment. 

Jesus commands him to "sell all that you have and give to the poor," directly challenging his 

ultimate loyalty—his wealth. The promise is "treasure in heaven" (eternal reward), and the 

ultimate invitation is "come, follow me"—the path of true discipleship. 

• Application: Jesus often asks us to surrender our deepest idols, whatever they may be (wealth, 

status, security, relationships). True discipleship requires radical, sacrificial commitment, 

placing Jesus above all earthly possessions and priorities. Our willingness to give up what we 

cling to is a test of our love and trust. 

 

Mark 10:22 

Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 

• Commentary: The man's reaction is tragic: he is "disheartened" (gloom-faced) and "went away 

sorrowful." His "great possessions" were his god; he loved them more than he loved the "eternal 

life" he claimed to seek. His wealth was not just a possession but possessed him. 

• Application: The demands of radical discipleship can be too high for those whose hearts are 

tied to worldly comforts and possessions. Material wealth, while not inherently evil, can 

become a significant barrier to true faith and following Jesus wholeheartedly. 

 

Mark 10:23 

And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, "How difficult it will be for those who 

have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!" 



• Commentary: Jesus uses the man's departure as a teaching moment for the disciples. He looks 

"around," emphasizing the universal applicability of this truth. He declares it "difficult" for the 

wealthy to enter the kingdom, not impossible, but extremely challenging due to the allure of 

riches. 

• Application: Wealth presents unique spiritual dangers: self-sufficiency, love of money, 

distraction from God. Those with resources face a particular challenge in placing their trust 

fully in God. This should prompt those with wealth to examine their hearts and priorities. 

 

Mark 10:24 

And the disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said to them again, "Children, how 

difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! 

• Commentary: The disciples are "amazed" because wealth was often seen as a sign of God's 

blessing, making entrance into the kingdom seemingly easier. Jesus softens His tone slightly 

("Children") but reiterates the difficulty of entering the kingdom, broadening it beyond just 

wealth to underscore the challenge for all who rely on human ability or merit. 

• Application: This re-emphasis underscores that it's not just the wealthy, but anyone who relies 

on their own strength, possessions, or status to enter God's kingdom, will find it difficult. This 

leads to the next verse on human impossibility. 

 

Mark 10:25 

It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the 

kingdom of God." 

• Commentary: This vivid hyperbole ("camel... eye of a needle") is a powerful and memorable 

illustration of extreme impossibility from a human perspective. It emphasizes that salvation for 

the rich (or anyone relying on self-sufficiency) is humanly impossible. It's often interpreted 

literally, not as a small gate in Jerusalem. 

• Application: This forceful image drives home the point: human effort, even with great 

resources, cannot earn salvation. It points us to God's divine intervention. 

 

Mark 10:26 

And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, "Then who can be saved?" 

• Commentary: The disciples are "exceedingly astonished," realizing the implications. If even 

the seemingly "blessed" rich cannot enter, then their own salvation is in question. Their logical 

question, "Then who can be saved?", reflects their utter despair from a human perspective. 



• Application: This is a crucial spiritual realization. When we recognize the impossibility of 

salvation through human effort or merit, we are driven to rely entirely on God's power. 

 

Mark 10:27 

Jesus looked at them and said, "With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things 

are possible with God." 

• Commentary: Jesus looks directly at them, affirming their conclusion about human 

impossibility ("With man it is impossible"). But then He immediately shifts the focus to God's 

omnipotence: "but not with God. For all things are possible with God." Salvation is a work of 

divine grace and power, not human effort or merit. 

• Application: This is a cornerstone of the gospel: salvation is by grace through faith, a gift from 

God, not something we can earn. When we realize our utter inability, we are ready to receive 

God's perfect ability. This applies to all "impossible" situations in our lives. 

 

Mark 10:28 

Peter began to say to him, "See, we have left everything and followed you." 

• Commentary: Peter, ever quick to speak, now tries to assess their "investment." He points out 

that they "have left everything and followed" Jesus, implicitly asking about their reward or 

special status compared to the rich man who failed the test. This shows a subtle, lingering self-

interest. 

• Application: Even after committing to Christ, we can still fall into the trap of comparing 

ourselves to others or seeking assurance based on our own sacrifices. While sacrifice is part of 

discipleship, our focus should remain on God's grace, not our merit. 

 

Mark 10:29 

Jesus said, "Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or 

mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, 

• Commentary: Jesus affirms the validity of their sacrifices and the radical nature of their 

commitment. He lists the things a disciple might "leave" – family bonds, possessions, and 

security – and specifies the reason: "for my sake and for the gospel." This highlights the total 

devotion required. 

• Application: Following Jesus may require significant personal sacrifice, even to the extent of 

re-prioritizing or, in extreme cases, separating from earthly family or possessions when they 

conflict with our allegiance to Christ. 

 



Mark 10:30 

who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and 

mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life." 

• Commentary: Jesus promises an incredible "hundredfold" return, even "in this time." This 

refers to spiritual family (the church), spiritual provisions, and a deep sense of belonging and 

blessing. Crucially, this promise comes "with persecutions," a realistic acknowledgment that 

following Jesus is not a path of earthly ease. The ultimate reward is "in the age to come eternal 

life." 

• Application: God abundantly rewards faithfulness, both in this life (spiritual family, joy, peace) 

and eternally. However, this blessing comes hand-in-hand with tribulation. We should not 

expect a pain-free life, but a life full of spiritual richness and eternal hope. 

 

Mark 10:31 

"But many who are first will be last, and the last first." 

• Commentary: This is a common kingdom reversal principle, previously mentioned (Mark 

9:35). It serves as a warning against spiritual pride and a promise to the humble. Those who 

strive for worldly greatness or religious preeminence will be humbled, while those who are 

humble and serve will be exalted. 

• Application: Beware of seeking status or power within the church or among believers. God 

values humility and service above all else. This principle constantly challenges our human 

desire for recognition. 

 

Mark 10:32 

And they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead of them. 

And they were amazed, and those who followed were afraid. And he took the twelve again 

and began to tell them what was to happen to him, 

• Commentary: The journey to Jerusalem becomes increasingly somber. Jesus is "walking ahead 

of them" (leading the way towards His fate), a picture of resolve. The disciples are "amazed" 

and "afraid," sensing the gravity of the situation and perhaps a divine determination in Jesus. 

Again, He takes the "twelve" aside for a private, detailed prophecy. 

• Application: Following Jesus often leads to challenging paths. As we draw closer to God's 

ultimate purpose for our lives, we may experience fear or apprehension, but Jesus leads the way 

with unwavering resolve. He prepares us for what lies ahead. 

 

Mark 10:33 



saying, "See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to 

the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death and deliver him over 

to the Gentiles. 

• Commentary: This is Jesus' third and most detailed passion prediction. He specifies the 

location ("Jerusalem"), the betrayers ("delivered over"), the Jewish authorities who will 

condemn Him ("chief priests and scribes"), and the specific fate ("condemn him to death"). He 

further adds the detail that they will "deliver him over to the Gentiles" (Roman authorities), 

indicating the exact means of His execution. 

• Application: Jesus' clear predictions underscore His sovereignty and divine purpose in His 

suffering. He knew exactly what awaited Him and willingly went to the cross. This should 

strengthen our faith in His divine foresight and control. 

 

Mark 10:34 

They will mock him and spit on him, and flog him and kill him. And after three days he will 

rise." 

• Commentary: Jesus vividly describes the humiliation and physical torture He will endure 

("mock him," "spit on him," "flog him"). He clearly states "kill him" and, significantly, 

concludes with "And after three days he will rise." This detail is central to the gospel, yet it 

remains largely ungrasped by the disciples. 

• Application: The depth of Jesus' suffering for us is profound. He endured extreme humiliation 

and physical pain. His resurrection is the glorious outcome that transforms the suffering into 

victory and gives us hope. 

 

Mark 10:35 

And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him, saying to him, "Teacher, we 

want you to do for us whatever we ask." 

• Commentary: Incredibly, immediately after the most intense passion prediction, James and 

John approach Jesus with a self-serving request. Their presumption ("we want you to do for us 

whatever we ask") reveals their astonishing spiritual blindness and continued focus on earthly 

glory rather than suffering. This is the height of the disciples' misunderstanding. 

• Application: Even after profound teachings on humility and suffering, our human ambition and 

self-interest can persist. It's a reminder that spiritual growth is a process, and we are prone to 

missing the point when our own desires cloud our judgment. 

 

Mark 10:36 



And he said to them, "What do you want me to do for you?" 

• Commentary: Jesus, with incredible patience, invites them to articulate their desire, giving 

them space to expose their hearts. 

• Application: Jesus always gives us the opportunity to express our desires and reveal our true 

motives, even when they are misguided. 

 

Mark 10:37 

They said to him, "Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your 

glory." 

• Commentary: Their request is utterly bold and self-centered: they want the most prominent 

positions of power and honor ("right hand and left") "in your glory." This reveals their 

continued expectation of an earthly, political kingdom and their desire for personal prestige, 

completely missing the meaning of Jesus' predicted suffering. 

• Application: Our prayers and desires can sometimes be entirely focused on personal gain, 

status, or comfort, rather than on God's will or the humble service of His kingdom. This 

challenges us to examine our true motives in seeking spiritual positions or blessings. 

 

Mark 10:38 

Jesus said to them, "You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup 

that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?" 

• Commentary: Jesus directly tells them, "You do not know what you are asking." He challenges 

them with two metaphors for His impending suffering and death: "the cup" (a common biblical 

image for divine wrath or suffering, e.g., Isaiah 51:17; Jeremiah 25:15) and "the baptism" (a 

metaphorical immersion into suffering, Luke 12:50). He asks if they are prepared to share His 

suffering. 

• Application: We often desire the glory and blessing of God without understanding or being 

willing to pay the price of suffering or sacrifice that accompanies true discipleship. Are we 

willing to share in Christ's suffering, not just His triumphs? 

 

Mark 10:39 

And they said to him, "We are able." Jesus said to them, "The cup that I drink you will 

drink, and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized, 

• Commentary: James and John, still lacking full comprehension, confidently declare, "We are 

able." Jesus acknowledges that they will indeed share in His suffering, fulfilling their 



declaration (James was martyred, Acts 12:2; John faced exile and persecution). This is not an 

endorsement of their ambition but a sober prediction of the suffering that awaits true followers. 

• Application: Following Christ will inevitably involve some form of suffering or persecution. 

While we may not understand the full cost beforehand, God often prepares us for it and gives us 

the strength to endure. 

 

Mark 10:40 

but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it 

has been prepared." 

• Commentary: Jesus clarifies that positions of ultimate honor in the kingdom are not His to 

grant arbitrarily, but are predetermined by the Father ("for those for whom it has been 

prepared"). This underscores the sovereignty of God in His eternal plan. 

• Application: God determines roles and positions in His kingdom. Our focus should be on 

faithful obedience and humble service, trusting Him to assign us where He wills, rather than 

striving for status. 

 

Mark 10:41 

And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John. 

• Commentary: The other "ten" disciples react with "indignation," likely because they also 

harbored similar ambitions for greatness, and were jealous that James and John tried to get 

ahead of them. This further highlights their pride and misunderstanding. 

• Application: Ambition and competition for status can easily corrupt relationships within the 

church. This exposes the ongoing struggle with pride, even among spiritual leaders. 

 

Mark 10:42 

And Jesus called them to him and said to them, "You know that those who are supposed to 

rule over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 

• Commentary: Jesus again gathers all twelve disciples for another teaching moment on 

leadership. He contrasts the "Gentile" (worldly) model of leadership: rulers who "lord it over 

them" and "exercise authority," which implies oppressive, self-serving power. 

• Application: The world's model of leadership is often about control, power, and personal gain. 

We must actively resist adopting these worldly patterns in the church or in our personal lives. 

 

Mark 10:43 



But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your 

servant, 

• Commentary: This is a definitive command: "But it shall not be so among you." Jesus 

establishes the kingdom model of leadership: "whoever would be great among you must be your 

servant" (diakonos, a table-waiter, emphasizing humility and practical service). This completely 

reverses worldly values. 

• Application: True spiritual leadership is characterized by humble service, not dominance. If we 

desire to lead, we must first learn to serve others, putting their needs and well-being before our 

own. 

 

Mark 10:44 

and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. 

• Commentary: Jesus intensifies the demand: "whoever would be first" (the highest position) 

"must be slave of all" (doulos, a bondservant, the lowest position). This emphasizes radical, 

self-effacing service to everyone without reservation. 

• Application: The highest calling in Christ is to be a servant to all, willing to put aside personal 

rights and preferences for the good of others. This is a call to radical humility in all 

relationships. 

 

Mark 10:45 

For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 

ransom for many." 

• Commentary: Jesus provides the ultimate example and justification for this radical servant-

leadership: "For even the Son of Man" (Himself) "came not to be served but to serve." His 

supreme act of service was "to give his life as a ransom for many." "Ransom" (lytron) refers to 

the price paid to free a slave or prisoner. Jesus' death is a sacrificial payment to free humanity 

from the bondage of sin. This is the theological climax of the chapter and the foundation of the 

gospel. 

• Application: Jesus is our supreme model. Our service and sacrifice should flow from His 

example and be motivated by the same selfless love. Our ultimate mission, like His, is to 

sacrificially serve others for their liberation and salvation. 

 

Mark 10:46 

And they came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a great 

crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside. 



• Commentary: Jesus' journey continues to Jericho, the last stop before ascending to Jerusalem. 

"Bartimaeus, a blind beggar," is uniquely named, adding to the authenticity and vividness of the 

account. His position "by the roadside" signifies his marginalization and desperate need. This 

healing is strategically placed right before Jesus' entry into Jerusalem. 

• Application: As Jesus approaches His ultimate destination (the cross), He encounters those on 

the margins. This reminds us that true compassion reaches out to the forgotten and the needy. 

 

Mark 10:47 

And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, "Jesus, Son 

of David, have mercy on me!" 

• Commentary: Bartimaeus hears "Jesus of Nazareth" is passing by. His immediate and insistent 

cry, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" is profoundly significant. "Son of David" is a 

messianic title, demonstrating a deep faith and recognition of Jesus' identity, far beyond what 

even the disciples fully grasped. He cries for "mercy," acknowledging his desperate need. 

• Application: True faith often involves a desperate cry for mercy, recognizing Jesus' divine 

identity and power to save. This is a model for how we should approach Christ for our needs. 

 

Mark 10:48 

And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, "Son of 

David, have mercy on me!" 

• Commentary: The "many" in the crowd (including, perhaps, some disciples) try to silence 

Bartimaeus, seeing him as a nuisance. This echoes the disciples' rebuke of the children. 

However, Bartimaeus's desperation and faith fuel his persistence; he "cried out all the more." 

• Application: When seeking God, expect resistance or discouragement from others, sometimes 

even from fellow believers. True spiritual hunger and desperation will overcome such obstacles 

and lead to even greater persistence in prayer. 

 

Mark 10:49 

And Jesus stopped and said, "Call him." And they called the blind man, saying to him, 

"Take heart. Rise, he is calling you." 

• Commentary: Jesus, despite the crowd and His weighty journey, "stopped." His immediate 

command, "Call him," demonstrates His compassion and accessibility. The crowd's sudden shift 

to encouragement ("Take heart. Rise, he is calling you") highlights the power of Jesus' presence 

to transform the atmosphere. 



• Application: Jesus always hears the cries of the desperate and stops for them. His call brings 

hope and transforms the attitudes of those around. When Jesus calls, we should respond 

immediately and encourage others to do the same. 

 

Mark 10:50 

And throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 

• Commentary: Bartimaeus's response is one of eager, immediate action and utter desperation. 

"Throwing off his cloak" (his outer garment, often used as a blanket and his only possession) 

signifies casting aside everything that might hinder him. He "sprang up" with urgency. 

• Application: When Jesus calls, our response should be immediate, eager, and without 

reservation. We should be willing to cast aside anything that hinders us from reaching Him. 

 

Mark 10:51 

And Jesus said to him, "What do you want me to do for you?" And the blind man said to 

him, "Rabbi, I want to receive my sight." 

• Commentary: Jesus asks the same question He asked James and John (10:36), but with a vastly 

different outcome. Bartimaeus's request is simple, direct, and focused on his greatest need: 

"Rabbi, I want to receive my sight." He recognizes Jesus' authority ("Rabbi") and His ability to 

meet this specific need. 

• Application: Jesus wants us to articulate our specific needs and desires to Him. We should be 

clear and direct in our prayers, trusting that He can meet our greatest needs, both physical and 

spiritual. 

 

Mark 10:52 

And Jesus said to him, "Go your way; your faith has made you well." And immediately he 

recovered his sight and followed him on the way. 

• Commentary: Jesus attributes the healing to Bartimaeus's "faith." The healing is "immediately" 

complete. The powerful conclusion is that Bartimaeus, now seeing, "followed him on the way" 

(the road to Jerusalem), symbolizing true discipleship. This contrasts with the rich young ruler 

who went away sorrowful and did not follow. Bartimaeus, physically blind but spiritually 

discerning, gains sight and follows, while the disciples, physically sighted, struggle with 

spiritual blindness. 

• Application: Faith is the key to receiving God's miraculous intervention. True spiritual sight 

leads to true discipleship, a willingness to follow Jesus wherever He leads, even on the difficult 



road to the cross. This healing acts as a powerful object lesson for the disciples' own journey to 

spiritual understanding. 

 

Conclusion of Mark Chapter 10 

Mark Chapter 10 is a multifaceted chapter that continues to deepen the understanding of true 

discipleship, constantly contrasting worldly values with kingdom principles. 

1. The Sanctity of Marriage: Jesus firmly establishes God's original, lifelong design for 

marriage, condemning unbiblical divorce and remarriage as a result of human "hardness of 

heart." He prioritizes God's original intent over human concessions or traditions. 

2. The Value of Children and Humility: In stark contrast to the disciples' dismissiveness, Jesus 

emphasizes the immense value of children as models of the humility, trust, and dependence 

required to enter the Kingdom of God. This challenges human notions of importance and status. 

3. The Danger of Wealth: The encounter with the rich young ruler powerfully illustrates how 

material possessions can become an idol, hindering one's ability to truly follow Christ. Jesus' 

declaration that it is "impossible with man, but not with God" highlights that salvation is 

entirely a work of divine grace, not human effort or resources. 

4. True Leadership as Service: The disciples' continued ambition for greatness is sharply 

corrected by Jesus. He defines kingdom leadership as humble, sacrificial service ("servant of 

all" and "slave of all"), epitomized by His own mission to "give his life as a ransom for many." 

This is a fundamental reversal of worldly power dynamics. 

5. Spiritual Sight and Following: The healing of Bartimaeus serves as a powerful concluding 

narrative. Bartimaeus, physically blind but spiritually perceptive, models true faith and 

discipleship. His desperate cry, persistence, and immediate "following him on the way" stand in 

stark contrast to the spiritual blindness and self-serving ambitions still present in the disciples. 

He represents the kind of open-hearted follower Jesus desires. 

In summary, Mark Chapter 10 is a comprehensive call to radical discipleship, demanding a re-

evaluation of our priorities concerning marriage, wealth, leadership, and personal ambition. It 

underscores that true following involves sacrifice, humility, and a clear-sighted faith that embraces 

Jesus' mission, even if it leads to the cross. 

Mark Chapter 11: Verse-by-Verse Commentary and Application 

Overall Theme of Chapter 11: This chapter marks Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem, signifying 

the beginning of the Passion Week. It highlights Jesus' messianic claims, His authority over the Temple, 

and His teaching on faith and prayer, setting the stage for direct confrontation with the religious 

authorities. 

 

Mark 11:1 



Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, 

he sent two of his disciples 

• Commentary: Jesus and His disciples are "drawing near to Jerusalem," specifically passing 

through "Bethphage and Bethany," villages on the "Mount of Olives." This geographical detail 

is significant, as the Mount of Olives is prominently featured in Old Testament prophecies about 

the Messiah's coming (e.g., Zechariah 14:4). Jesus proactively sends "two of his disciples," 

demonstrating His foreknowledge and control of events. 

• Application: Jesus always moves with purpose towards God's plan. As we approach significant 

spiritual junctures or challenges, we should be prepared for God to initiate specific instructions 

or lead us in unexpected ways. 

 

Mark 11:2 

and said to them, "Go into the village in front of you, and immediately as you enter it you 

will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it." 

• Commentary: Jesus gives precise instructions, displaying His supernatural foreknowledge. The 

detail "a colt tied, on which no one has ever sat" indicates its special dedication for a sacred 

purpose (similar to an unyoked animal used for sacrifice or a new cart for the Ark). This fulfills 

Zechariah 9:9, a prophecy of the humble Messiah entering Jerusalem. 

• Application: Jesus' divine knowledge and control over circumstances should build our faith. He 

knows the details of our lives and provides for specific needs according to His perfect plan. 

When He gives instructions, even if seemingly unusual, we should trust His foresight. 

 

Mark 11:3 

"If anyone says to you, 'Why are you doing this?' say, 'The Lord has need of it and will send 

it back here immediately.'" 

• Commentary: Jesus anticipates potential objections and provides a specific answer. The phrase 

"The Lord has need of it" is a veiled messianic claim, as "Lord" (kyrios) could refer to God or a 

respected master. The owner's willingness to release the colt without question highlights Jesus' 

divine authority, even over people's possessions. The promise to "send it back" further 

reinforces His control and integrity. 

• Application: When following Jesus, we may encounter questions or resistance. Be prepared to 

explain your actions, always pointing to God's purpose and authority. Our obedience to Christ 

can lead to remarkable acts of generosity from others. 

 

Mark 11:4 



And they went away and found a colt tied at a door outside in the street, and they untied it. 

• Commentary: The disciples' immediate obedience is evident. They find everything exactly as 

Jesus predicted, demonstrating the accuracy of His foreknowledge and the trustworthiness of 

His word. 

• Application: Obedience to God's specific instructions, even when they seem unusual, is crucial. 

When we obey, we often find that God has already prepared the way, confirming His word. 

 

Mark 11:5 

And some of those standing there said to them, "What are you doing, untying the colt?" 

• Commentary: As predicted, questions arise. "Some of those standing there" challenge the 

disciples' actions, indicating a natural human curiosity or suspicion regarding unusual behavior. 

• Application: Our obedience to God may sometimes be questioned or misunderstood by those 

around us. Be ready to give an account of the hope and purpose that drives your actions. 

 

Mark 11:6 

And they told them what Jesus had said, and they let them go. 

• Commentary: The disciples follow Jesus' precise instructions, delivering the message: "The 

Lord has need of it." The outcome is remarkable: the challengers "let them go," indicating that 

Jesus' authority (even through His disciples' words) was sufficient. 

• Application: Speaking God's word with humble authority can disarm opposition. There is 

power in simply declaring what God has said, trusting Him to open hearts and remove 

obstacles. 

 

Mark 11:7 

And they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, and he sat on it. 

• Commentary: The disciples bring the colt to Jesus. Their act of throwing "their cloaks on it" 

serves as a makeshift saddle, but also symbolically as a sign of allegiance and homage to a king. 

Jesus' action of sitting on it fulfills prophecy and signifies His messianic claim. 

• Application: We are called to prepare the way for Jesus, offering what we have (even simple 

things like cloaks) in service and homage to Him. Our actions can be acts of worship and 

declaration of His lordship. 

 

Mark 11:8 



And many spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had 

cut from the fields. 

• Commentary: The crowd's enthusiastic response escalates the royal symbolism. Spreading 

"cloaks on the road" was a gesture of honor for a king or dignitary (2 Kings 9:13). Spreading 

"leafy branches" (specifically palm branches, as implied by John 12:13) further evokes the Feast 

of Tabernacles, a festival with messianic overtones, and symbolizes victory and celebration. 

This is a spontaneous, public acclamation of Jesus' kingly status. 

• Application: When Jesus is revealed for who He is, people respond with enthusiastic worship 

and adoration. We are called to "make a way" for Him in our lives and in the world, giving Him 

the honor and praise He deserves. 

 

Mark 11:9 

And those who went before and those who followed were shouting, "Hosanna! Blessed is he 

who comes in the name of the Lord! 

• Commentary: The shouts of the crowd are key. "Hosanna!" (a Hebrew plea meaning "Save, 

please!" but evolving into an acclamation of praise or salvation) signifies their hope and 

excitement. "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" is a direct quote from Psalm 

118:26, a messianic psalm used in temple liturgy, clearly identifying Jesus as the coming 

Messiah. 

• Application: We should be unashamed in our praise and acclamation of Jesus as Messiah and 

Lord. Our worship should declare His identity and His saving power. 

 

Mark 11:10 

Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!" 

• Commentary: The crowd specifically mentions "the coming kingdom of our father David," 

revealing their expectation of a political, earthly messianic kingdom. While accurate in a sense, 

it falls short of Jesus' full redemptive purpose which includes suffering and spiritual reign. 

"Hosanna in the highest" is a cry for heavenly salvation and glorification. 

• Application: Our understanding of God's kingdom and His plans can sometimes be incomplete 

or skewed by our own desires. We must continually allow Jesus to refine our understanding, 

even when our initial enthusiasm is sincere. 

 

Mark 11:11 

And he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. And when he had looked around at 

everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 



• Commentary: Jesus' first action upon entering Jerusalem is to go directly to the "temple." His 

"looking around at everything" is not casual sightseeing; it's an assessment, a divine inspection 

of the heart of Israel's worship, hinting at the confrontation to come the next day. Since it's 

"late," He withdraws to Bethany for the night. 

• Application: Jesus' first priority is often to evaluate the state of worship and the spiritual health 

of His people. He observes keenly. Sometimes, strategic retreat is necessary before engaging in 

spiritual battle. 

 

Mark 11:12 

On the following day, when they came out from Bethany, as they were hungry, 

• Commentary: "On the following day," Monday of Passion Week, Jesus and His disciples are 

returning from Bethany. The detail that they "were hungry" serves as a narrative link to the fig 

tree incident. 

• Application: Even Jesus experienced human hunger and needs. This reminds us of His full 

humanity and relatability. 

 

Mark 11:13 

he saw in the distance a fig tree in leaf, and he went to see if he could find anything on it. 

When he came to it, he found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. 

• Commentary: Jesus observes a "fig tree in leaf." In the Middle East, fig trees normally produce 

small, edible early figs before the main harvest, and the presence of leaves usually indicated the 

presence of these early figs. The fact that it had "nothing but leaves" despite its appearance and 

"it was not the season for figs" (for the main harvest) highlights its deceptive barrenness – it 

looked promising but produced nothing. This tree becomes a symbolic object lesson. 

• Application: Outward appearances can be deceiving. Spiritual fruitfulness is not always 

indicated by outward show or religious activity. This sets up a powerful parable about 

superficial religiosity. 

 

Mark 11:14 

And he said to it, "May no one ever eat fruit from you again." And his disciples heard it. 

• Commentary: Jesus pronounces a curse on the barren fig tree. This is a dramatic and 

unexpected action from Jesus, signifying judgment. It serves as a symbolic prophecy of 

judgment on unfruitful Israel, particularly its religious system (represented by the Temple), 

which had outward displays of religiosity but lacked true spiritual fruit. "His disciples heard it," 

setting up their observation the next day. 



• Application: God desires genuine fruitfulness from His people. When outward religious 

activity lacks true spiritual substance, it is subject to God's judgment. This challenges us to 

examine our own lives and ministries for genuine fruit. 

 

Mark 11:15 

And they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who 

sold and those who bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-

changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons. 

• Commentary: Immediately after the fig tree cursing, Jesus enters the "temple" and enacts a 

powerful, prophetic "cleansing." He "drives out" the merchants and "overturns the tables." This 

is not just about commercial activity, but about corrupting the sacred space set aside for worship 

and prayer, turning it into a "den of robbers" (v. 17). The sale of animals and exchange of 

currency, though necessary for sacrifices, had become exploitative and profited the temple 

authorities. 

• Application: Jesus has authority to cleanse and purify His church. He is zealous for true 

worship and righteous living, and He will confront anything that hinders genuine communion 

with God or exploits people in His name. We should have a similar zeal for the purity of the 

church and our own worship. 

 

Mark 11:16 

And he would not allow anyone to carry anything through the temple. 

• Commentary: This unique detail in Mark highlights Jesus' comprehensive cleansing. He 

stopped all shortcuts or casual transit through the temple courts, reinforcing its sacred purpose 

as a house of prayer, not a thoroughfare. 

• Application: Our places of worship and our lives, intended for God's glory, should not be 

treated as common or secular. We must be intentional about reverencing God's presence and 

keeping distractions at bay. 

 

Mark 11:17 

And he was teaching and saying to them, "Is it not written, 'My house shall be called a 

house of prayer for all the nations'? But you have made it a den of robbers." 

• Commentary: Jesus explains His actions by quoting Isaiah 56:7 ("My house shall be called a 

house of prayer for all the nations") and Jeremiah 7:11 ("a den of robbers"). The temple, meant 

to be a place of prayer and access to God for "all the nations" (Gentiles included, specifically in 

the outer court), had been corrupted by greedy practices. "Den of robbers" implies that the 

money-changers and sellers were extorting people, using the guise of religion for personal gain. 



• Application: God's house is meant for prayer and accessible to all people. We must ensure our 

churches are places where sincere worship and prayer are prioritized, and where no one is 

exploited or hindered from drawing near to God. This also challenges any form of spiritual 

elitism or exploitation within religious institutions. 

 

Mark 11:18 

And the chief priests and the scribes heard it and were seeking a way to destroy him, for 

they feared him, because all the crowd was astonished at his teaching. 

• Commentary: The religious leaders ("chief priests and scribes") hear of Jesus' actions and 

teaching. Their response is immediate hostility: "seeking a way to destroy him." Their motive is 

clear: "they feared him." They feared His power, His popularity ("all the crowd was astonished 

at his teaching"), and the threat He posed to their authority and corrupt practices. 

• Application: Righteous living and bold proclamation of truth will often provoke opposition 

from those whose power or comfort is threatened by it. Fear can drive people to extreme 

measures against God's messengers. 

 

Mark 11:19 

And when evening came, he went out of the city. 

• Commentary: As on the previous night, Jesus withdraws from Jerusalem in the evening, likely 

to Bethany, providing a pattern for His Passion Week activities. 

• Application: Spiritual battles can be exhausting. It's important to find times of rest and retreat 

from the intensity of ministry. 

 

Mark 11:20 

As they passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered away to its roots. 

• Commentary: On Tuesday morning, the disciples revisit the fig tree. It is now completely 

"withered away to its roots," a stark and visible fulfillment of Jesus' curse. This dramatic 

outcome emphasizes the immediate and comprehensive nature of divine judgment. 

• Application: God's judgment is absolute and complete when it comes. The visible 

consequences of spiritual barrenness can be swift and total. 

 

Mark 11:21 

And Peter remembered and said to him, "Rabbi, look! The fig tree that you cursed has 

withered." 



• Commentary: Peter, ever the observant and vocal one, "remembered" Jesus' words from the 

previous day. His exclamation ("Rabbi, look!") highlights his amazement at the power of Jesus' 

curse. 

• Application: We are called to observe and remember God's powerful acts, allowing them to 

deepen our faith and understanding of His authority. 

 

Mark 11:22 

And Jesus answered them, "Have faith in God. 

• Commentary: Jesus seizes this opportunity to teach a profound lesson on faith. His command, 

"Have faith in God," emphasizes that their focus should not be just on His power, but on their 

own potential to exercise faith in God. 

• Application: The same power that Jesus displayed in cursing the fig tree is available to us 

through genuine faith in God. Our focus should be on trusting God, not just on spectacular 

displays. 

 

Mark 11:23 

Truly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, 'Be taken up and thrown into the sea,' 

and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says will come to pass, it will be 

done for him. 

• Commentary: Jesus uses hyperbole ("this mountain" – possibly referring to the Mount of 

Olives or any immense obstacle) to illustrate the power of prayer motivated by absolute, 

unwavering faith ("does not doubt in his heart"). The key is to "believe that what he says will 

come to pass," emphasizing the certainty of faith. This powerful promise applies to removing 

spiritual obstacles and doing God's will. 

• Application: Faith, without doubt, has incredible power to move seemingly impossible 

obstacles in our lives and ministry. This requires deep conviction and alignment with God's will. 

It's not about commanding God, but about speaking with the authority of God's revealed will. 

 

Mark 11:24 

Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it 

will be yours. 

• Commentary: This is a comprehensive promise about prayer. The condition for "whatever you 

ask" is to "believe that you have received it" (present tense, implying conviction and assurance 

before the answer is seen). This confident belief is the key to receiving. This is not a blank 



check for selfish desires, but a promise for prayers offered in faith and alignment with God's 

will. 

• Application: Prayer is a powerful act of faith. We should pray with conviction and assurance, 

trusting that God hears and will answer according to His purposes. This challenges us to deepen 

our trust in God's faithfulness and power. 

 

Mark 11:25 

And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so that your 

Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses." 

• Commentary: Jesus immediately adds a crucial condition to powerful prayer: "forgive." 

Unforgiveness is a major barrier to effective prayer and receiving God's forgiveness. "If you 

have anything against anyone" implies rooting out all bitterness. The reciprocal principle is 

clear: our vertical relationship with God (His forgiveness of us) is linked to our horizontal 

relationships (our forgiveness of others). 

• Application: Forgiveness is not optional for the believer; it's essential for a vital prayer life and 

for experiencing God's full forgiveness. Harbouring bitterness or resentment hinders our 

communion with God and our ability to receive from Him. 

 

Mark 11:26 

(But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father who is in heaven forgive your 

trespasses.)" 

• Commentary: This verse is a textual variant and not present in all manuscripts (similar to 9:44, 

9:46). If present in your text, it explicitly states the negative consequence of unforgiveness, 

reinforcing the previous verse. 

• Application (if present): This stark warning underscores the gravity of unforgiveness. It is a 

serious spiritual hindrance that can sever our fellowship with God and prevent us from 

experiencing His grace. 

 

Mark 11:27 

And they came again to Jerusalem. And as he was walking in the temple, the chief priests 

and the scribes and the elders came to him, 

• Commentary: Jesus returns to the "temple" on Tuesday of Passion Week. He is "walking," 

indicating a public presence. This immediately draws the attention of the highest religious 

authorities: "the chief priests and the scribes and the elders." This is a formal, high-level 

delegation, representing the full Sanhedrin, coming to directly challenge His authority. 



• Application: Expect confrontation when you are faithfully living out God's call, especially in 

places of established religious power. Those who seek to control will often challenge those who 

live in truth and freedom. 

 

Mark 11:28 

and they said to him, "By what authority are you doing these things, or who gave you this 

authority to do these things?" 

• Commentary: This is the core question of the religious leaders. They are directly challenging 

Jesus' actions in the Temple (cleansing, teaching) and demanding to know the source of His 

"authority"—was it human or divine? They want to discredit Him. 

• Application: The question of authority is central in spiritual matters. We must always be 

prepared to explain the authority by which we live and minister, acknowledging that it comes 

from Christ alone. 

 

Mark 11:29 

Jesus said to them, "I will ask you one question; answer me, and I will tell you by what 

authority I do these things. 

• Commentary: Jesus, with divine wisdom, doesn't directly answer their trap question. Instead, 

He poses a counter-question, putting them on the spot. He offers a reciprocal deal: if they 

answer His question, He will answer theirs. 

• Application: Wisdom dictates not always answering every question directly, especially when 

the interrogator has hostile intentions. Sometimes, redirecting the question exposes the true 

motives or ignorance of the questioner. 

 

Mark 11:30 

Was the baptism of John from heaven or from man? Answer me." 

• Commentary: Jesus' counter-question is brilliant. John the Baptist was immensely popular with 

the people, and he served as Jesus' forerunner. If they said John's authority was "from heaven," 

they would be compelled to accept John's testimony about Jesus. If they said "from man," they 

would alienate the crowds who believed John was a prophet. 

• Application: Jesus forces His opponents to confront their own hypocrisy and fear of man. He 

exposes the intellectual and spiritual dilemma created by their unbelief. 

 

Mark 11:31 



And they discussed it among themselves, saying, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will say, 

'Why then did you not believe him?' 

• Commentary: The religious leaders immediately expose their human reasoning and fear. They 

analyze the political repercussions of each possible answer, confirming Jesus' knowledge of 

their true motivations. They know that acknowledging John's divine authority would force them 

to account for their rejection of John's message (which pointed to Jesus). 

• Application: Those who fear man more than God will often prioritize reputation and political 

gain over truth. This reveals the corrupting influence of self-preservation in spiritual leadership. 

 

Mark 11:32 

But if we say, 'From man'"—they were afraid of the people, for all held that John really was 

a prophet. 

• Commentary: Their greater fear is of the "people," because John was widely considered a true 

"prophet." Their concern for public opinion over divine truth reveals their spiritual bankruptcy. 

• Application: True leaders fear God, not man. When we prioritize pleasing people over 

upholding God's truth, we compromise our integrity and authority. 

 

Mark 11:33 

So they answered Jesus, "We do not know." And Jesus said to them, "Neither will I tell you 

by what authority I do these things." 

• Commentary: They choose intellectual dishonesty ("We do not know") rather than exposing 

their hypocrisy or facing the wrath of the crowd. Their refusal to answer (due to fear and 

dishonesty) means Jesus is no longer obligated to answer their question. His silence is a 

powerful condemnation of their insincerity. 

• Application: When people refuse to honestly engage with God's truth or repent of their sin, 

God may withhold further revelation. He respects our free will but does not cast pearls before 

swine. 

 

Conclusion of Mark Chapter 11 

Mark Chapter 11 is a crucial chapter that dramatically signals Jesus' final week in Jerusalem and 

provides profound lessons on His authority, the nature of true worship, and the power of faith. 

1. The Triumphal Entry and Messianic Claim: Jesus deliberately orchestrates His entry into 

Jerusalem on a colt, fulfilling prophecy and openly declaring Himself as the humble yet 

powerful Messiah. The crowd's enthusiastic "Hosanna" confirms their recognition, though their 

understanding of His kingdom is still primarily political. 



2. The Fig Tree and Temple Cleansing (Prophetic Acts of Judgment): These two events are 

intertwined as symbolic prophetic actions. The barren fig tree represents Israel's spiritual 

unfruitfulness and superficial religiosity, which Jesus judges. The Temple cleansing powerfully 

demonstrates Jesus' authority over His Father's house and His zeal for pure worship. He 

condemns the corruption and exploitation that had turned a "house of prayer for all nations" into 

a "den of robbers." 

3. The Power of Faith and Forgiveness: The withered fig tree provides Jesus an object lesson on 

"faith in God." He teaches that unwavering faith, free from doubt, can move mountains 

(spiritual obstacles). Crucially, He immediately links powerful prayer with the necessity of 

"forgiveness," making it clear that a right relationship with God is inseparable from right 

relationships with others. Unforgiveness hinders our access to God's grace and power. 

4. The Confrontation over Authority: The chapter concludes with the religious leaders directly 

challenging Jesus' authority. Jesus, with divine wisdom, turns the tables on them by asking 

about John the Baptist's authority, exposing their fear of man and their spiritual dishonesty. 

Their refusal to answer validates Jesus' decision to withhold His own direct answer, highlighting 

their lack of genuine pursuit of truth. 

In essence, Mark 11 portrays Jesus as the rightful King and Lord, who demands authentic worship and 

fruitfulness from His people. It challenges us to examine our own lives for spiritual barrenness, to 

purify our worship, and to live with audacious faith and radical forgiveness, always submitting to His 

divine authority. 

Mark Chapter 12: Verse-by-Verse Commentary and Application 

Overall Theme of Chapter 12: This chapter continues the intense confrontations between Jesus and 

the religious leaders in the Temple courts during Passion Week. Jesus uses parables and direct answers 

to expose their hypocrisy and unbelief, while also clarifying crucial theological truths about His 

identity, the Kingdom of God, and true worship. It culminates with Jesus' affirmation of a humble 

widow's offering, contrasting with the self-serving leaders. 

 

Mark 12:1 

And he began to speak to them in parables. "A man planted a vineyard and put a fence 

around it and dug a pit for the winepress and built a tower, and leased it to tenants and 

went into another country." 

• Commentary: Jesus "began to speak to them in parables," a teaching method often used to 

reveal truth to some while concealing it from others. This is the Parable of the Wicked 

Tenants. The "vineyard" is a common Old Testament metaphor for Israel (Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 

80:8-16). The "man" is God, the owner. The "fence," "winepress," and "tower" represent God's 

care and provision for Israel (the Law, the Temple, the prophets). The "tenants" are the religious 

leaders responsible for tending Israel. The owner "went into another country" signifies God's 

patience and allowing His chosen people to manage His vineyard. 



• Application: God entrusts His creation and His people to our care. We are stewards, 

responsible for managing what belongs to Him and producing fruit. 

 

Mark 12:2 

"When the season came, he sent a servant to the tenants to get from them some of the fruit 

of the vineyard." 

• Commentary: "When the season came" refers to the time for producing fruit, implying 

accountability. The "servant" represents the prophets God sent to Israel throughout history, 

seeking the spiritual fruit of obedience and righteousness. 

• Application: God continually calls His people to account for their stewardship and expects fruit 

(spiritual obedience, justice, worship). He sends His messengers to remind us of our 

responsibilities. 

 

Mark 12:3 

"And they took him and beat him and sent him away empty-handed." 

• Commentary: The tenants' violent response illustrates Israel's historical mistreatment and 

rejection of God's prophets, often persecuting or even killing them (e.g., Jeremiah, Elijah, 

Zechariah). They sent the servant "empty-handed," refusing to give God His due. 

• Application: Disobedience to God's messengers is defiance against God Himself. It reveals a 

hardened heart that rejects accountability and refuses to give God what belongs to Him. 

 

Mark 12:4 

"Again he sent another servant, and they struck him on the head and treated him 

shamefully." 

• Commentary: The owner's patience is shown by sending "another servant," representing God's 

persistent efforts to reach His people despite their rebellion. The continued violence and 

shameful treatment ("struck him on the head," "treated him shamefully") underscore the deep-

seated resistance of the tenants. 

• Application: God's patience is immense, but human rebellion can be persistent and escalating. 

We must not take God's longsuffering for granted. 

 

Mark 12:5 

"And he sent another, and him they killed. And so with many others, some they beat, and 

some they killed." 



• Commentary: The violence escalates to murder ("him they killed"), and this pattern continues 

with "many others." This graphically portrays the history of Israel's prophets, many of whom 

were martyred by the very people they were sent to warn (e.g., Nehemiah 9:26; Matthew 

23:37). 

• Application: Rejecting God's messengers ultimately leads to rejecting God himself. The more 

we harden our hearts, the more extreme our rebellion can become. 

 

Mark 12:6 

"He had still one other, a beloved son. Finally he sent him to them, saying, 'They will 

respect my son.'" 

• Commentary: The climax of the parable: the owner sends "one other, a beloved son." This 

"beloved son" is clearly Jesus Himself, echoing God's declaration at His baptism and 

transfiguration. The owner's hope ("They will respect my son") signifies God's ultimate act of 

love and His expectation of a different response to His Son. 

• Application: Jesus is God's ultimate, supreme messenger. God sent His own Son as the final 

appeal for humanity to turn to Him. His sending of Jesus is the pinnacle of His love and 

patience. 

 

Mark 12:7 

"But those tenants said to one another, 'This is the heir. Come, let us kill him, and the 

inheritance will be ours.'" 

• Commentary: The tenants recognize the son as the "heir." Their motive is clear: they seek to 

seize the "inheritance" for themselves. This reveals their covetousness and ambition. Their plan 

to "kill him" signifies the ultimate rejection of God's authority and an attempt to gain full 

control, removing the rightful heir. This directly foreshadows the crucifixion of Jesus by the 

Jewish leaders. 

• Application: This is a chilling depiction of humanity's rebellion against God. Rejecting God's 

Son is the ultimate act of rebellion, driven by a desire for self-rule and spiritual autonomy. The 

covetous heart will seek to eliminate anything (or anyone) that stands in the way of its 

perceived gain. 

 

Mark 12:8 

"And they took him and killed him and threw him out of the vineyard." 



• Commentary: The prophecy is grimly fulfilled within the parable. They "took him and killed 

him" (the crucifixion) and "threw him out of the vineyard" (crucifixion outside Jerusalem's 

walls, symbolizing rejection by the very people He came to save). 

• Application: This parable unequivocally points to Jesus' death at the hands of those who should 

have received Him. It highlights the profound tragedy of human rebellion against God's ultimate 

act of love. 

 

Mark 12:9 

"What will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy the tenants and give the 

vineyard to others." 

• Commentary: Jesus, as He often does, poses a rhetorical question, inviting His listeners 

(especially the leaders) to pronounce judgment on themselves. The outcome is inevitable: God's 

wrath will come ("destroy the tenants"). The "vineyard" (God's people, the Kingdom) will be 

"given to others," referring to the shift from the unfaithful Jewish leadership to the apostles and 

ultimately the Gentile believers who would become part of the new covenant community, the 

Church. 

• Application: God's justice is sure. Rejecting His grace and His Son will result in judgment. The 

privilege of being God's people is conditional on faithfulness, and if we fail to bear fruit, God 

will transfer His favor and blessings to others who will. 

 

Mark 12:10 

"Have you not read this Scripture: 'The stone that the builders rejected has become the 

cornerstone; 

• Commentary: Jesus immediately quotes Psalm 118:22-23, directly applying it to Himself and 

His situation. The "stone" is Jesus. The "builders" are the religious leaders who should have 

recognized and welcomed Him but "rejected" Him. The "cornerstone" (or "head of the corner") 

is the most important stone in a building, uniting two walls and setting the alignment for the 

whole structure. This signifies Jesus' ultimate exaltation and central, indispensable role in God's 

redemptive plan, despite human rejection. 

• Application: Those whom human leaders reject are often God's chosen ones. Despite human 

opposition, God's plan for Jesus (and for us) will prevail. Jesus is the indispensable foundation 

of God's Church. 

 

Mark 12:11 

this was the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes'?" 



• Commentary: This final part of the Psalm quote emphasizes that Jesus' exaltation, even after 

being rejected, is entirely "the Lord's doing" (God's sovereign work) and is "marvelous" 

(wonderful, astonishing) in the eyes of those who perceive it. 

• Application: God's ways are higher than our ways. His ability to turn human rejection into 

divine triumph is a testament to His power and wisdom. We should marvel at His redemptive 

plan. 

 

Mark 12:12 

And they were seeking to arrest him but feared the crowd, for they perceived that he had 

told the parable against them. So they left him and went away. 

• Commentary: The religious leaders understood the parable perfectly ("they perceived that he 

had told the parable against them"), identifying themselves as the wicked tenants. Their 

immediate reaction is hostile: "seeking to arrest him." However, their "fear of the crowd" 

prevents them from acting, confirming their fear of man over God (cf. 11:32). They temporarily 

withdraw. 

• Application: Truth often provokes anger in those who are exposed. Fear of man can hinder 

people from acting on their malicious intentions, but it does not change their heart. 

 

Mark 12:13 

And they sent to him some of the Pharisees and some of the Herodians, to trap him in his 

talk. 

• Commentary: The leaders, having failed to arrest Him directly, now try a different tactic: a 

cunning alliance. They send "Pharisees" (strict legalists, generally anti-Roman) and "Herodians" 

(a political party loyal to Herod and Rome). This unusual alliance highlights their shared 

opposition to Jesus. Their goal is "to trap him in his talk," to force Him to say something that 

would incriminate Him with either the Roman authorities or the Jewish populace. 

• Application: Beware of cunning traps designed to discredit your faith or ministry. Our 

opponents may form unlikely alliances to achieve their goals. Pray for wisdom to respond 

without compromise. 

 

Mark 12:14 

And they came and said to him, "Teacher, we know that you are true and do not care about 

anyone's opinion. For you are not swayed by appearances, but truly teach the way of God. 

Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not? Should we pay them, or should we not?" 



• Commentary: They begin with flattering words ("Teacher, we know that you are true... do not 

care about anyone's opinion... truly teach the way of God"). This manipulative praise is 

designed to disarm Jesus and encourage Him to speak boldly without considering the 

consequences. Their question on "taxes to Caesar" is a classic dilemma: 

• If Jesus said "Yes," He would alienate the Jewish nationalists who resented Roman rule 

and taxation, making Him seem pro-Roman. 

• If He said "No," He would be branded a revolutionary against Rome, leading to His 

arrest for sedition. 

• Application: Be wary of flattery, especially from those who seek to trap you. The world often 

presents false dilemmas or "either/or" choices to force us into a corner. We must seek God's 

wisdom to see beyond the surface and respond truthfully. 

 

Mark 12:15 

But knowing their hypocrisy, he said to them, "Why put me to the test? Bring me a denarius 

and let me look at it." 

• Commentary: Jesus, with divine insight, sees through their flattery and identifies their 

"hypocrisy." He calls out their true intent: "Why put me to the test?" He then requests a 

"denarius," a common Roman coin, to make His point visually and powerfully. 

• Application: Jesus sees beyond outward appearances and knows the true intentions of hearts. 

We should seek to discern the spirits and motives behind questions or challenges. 

 

Mark 12:16 

And they brought one. And he said to them, "Whose likeness and inscription is this?" They 

said to him, "Caesar's." 

• Commentary: The coin bears "Caesar's" image and inscription, declaring him divine and 

sovereign. By carrying and using this coin, the Jewish people (including the Pharisees) 

implicitly acknowledged Caesar's authority, at least in the realm of currency and commerce. 

• Application: The very tools or systems we use can sometimes reveal our tacit acceptance of 

worldly authority. 

 

Mark 12:17 

Jesus said to them, "Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things 

that are God's." And they were greatly amazed at him. 



• Commentary: This is one of Jesus' most profound and impactful statements. "Render to Caesar 

the things that are Caesar's" acknowledges the legitimacy of civil government and its right to 

levy taxes. But He immediately balances it with "and to God the things that are God's." If 

Caesar's image is on the coin, God's image is on humanity (Genesis 1:26-27), meaning our 

lives, worship, and ultimate allegiance belong to God. This brilliant answer completely 

neutralizes their trap. They were "greatly amazed" because He escaped their dilemma. 

• Application: We have dual citizenship: in an earthly kingdom and in God's heavenly kingdom. 

We are called to be responsible citizens, respecting and obeying human authorities (unless they 

directly contradict God's commands), but our ultimate allegiance and devotion belong solely to 

God. This principle calls for discernment in living faithfully in both realms. 

 

Mark 12:18 

And Sadducees came to him, who say that there is no resurrection, and they asked him a 

question, 

• Commentary: Another group, the "Sadducees," now approaches. They are primarily wealthy, 

aristocratic priests, who, unlike the Pharisees, "say that there is no resurrection" of the dead, nor 

angels or spirits (Acts 23:8). They are rationalists who adhere only to the written Torah (first 

five books of Moses) and deny any doctrines not explicitly found there. They pose a 

hypothetical question, designed to ridicule the idea of resurrection. 

• Application: Different groups will attack truth from different angles, often seeking to discredit 

core doctrines of faith. Be prepared to defend the truth against rationalism or skepticism. 

 

Mark 12:19 

saying, "Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man's brother dies and leaves a wife, but 

leaves no child, the man's brother should take the sister-in-law and raise up offspring for 

his brother." 

• Commentary: They cite the Law of Levirate Marriage (Deuteronomy 25:5-6), which 

commanded a man to marry his deceased brother's childless widow to provide an heir for the 

deceased. This law was meant to preserve family lines and inheritance. 

• Application: Knowing Scripture is important, but misapplying it or using it to mock God's truth 

is a grave error. 

 

Mark 12:20 

"There were seven brothers; the first took a wife, and when he died, left no offspring. 



• Commentary: They present their hypothetical scenario involving "seven brothers" who 

successively marry the same woman. This extreme example is designed to show the absurdity 

of resurrection, as it would imply complex marital relationships in the afterlife. 

• Application: Opponents of the faith may construct elaborate, seemingly logical scenarios to 

discredit spiritual truths. We must be able to see through their false premises. 

 

Mark 12:21 

And the second took her, and died, leaving no offspring. And the third likewise. 

• Commentary: The pattern continues, emphasizing the repeated deaths and lack of offspring. 

 

Mark 12:22 

And the seven left no offspring. Last of all the woman also died. 

• Commentary: The scenario concludes with all seven brothers and the woman dying childless. 

Their question is about "in the resurrection," implying who would be her husband. 

 

Mark 12:23 

In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will she be? For the seven had her as wife." 

• Commentary: This is their "gotcha" question, attempting to show that the concept of 

resurrection leads to an absurd conclusion about marital status, thereby disproving the 

resurrection itself. 

• Application: Be prepared for questions that aim to trap or ridicule, even when they seem to be 

about spiritual matters. The heart of the question is often about discrediting God's truth. 

 

Mark 12:24 

Jesus said to them, "Is not this the reason you are wrong, because you do not know the 

Scriptures or the power of God? 

• Commentary: Jesus directly exposes their fundamental error. They are "wrong" because they 

misunderstand two critical things: "the Scriptures" (their interpretation of the Law is flawed as 

they miss its deeper meaning) and "the power of God" (they limit God's ability to create a new 

reality in the resurrection). 

• Application: Spiritual error often stems from either ignorance or misinterpretation of God's 

Word, or from limiting God's omnipotence. True theology must be grounded in both accurate 

biblical understanding and a robust belief in God's power. 



 

Mark 12:25 

For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are 

like angels in heaven." 

• Commentary: Jesus directly answers their question by revealing the nature of resurrected life. 

In the resurrection, relationships will be fundamentally different. People "neither marry nor are 

given in marriage," because the purpose of marriage (procreation, companionship in a fallen 

world) will be fulfilled or superseded. They "are like angels in heaven," meaning they will be 

deathless and sexless, existing in a transformed, spiritual state where procreation is unnecessary. 

• Application: Our understanding of eternal life should not be limited by our earthly experiences 

or paradigms. The resurrection body and eternal existence will be glorious and fundamentally 

different, freed from the limitations and needs of this fallen world. 

 

Mark 12:26 

And as for the dead being raised, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the passage 

about the bush, how God spoke to him, saying, 'I am the God of Abraham, and the God of 

Isaac, and the God of Jacob'? 

• Commentary: Jesus now directly confronts their Sadducean premise that the Torah doesn't 

teach resurrection. He quotes from Exodus 3:6, a passage from the very "book of Moses" that 

they claimed to adhere to. God's declaration "I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, 

and the God of Jacob" implies that these patriarchs are still alive in God's eyes, even though 

they are physically dead. God is the God of the living, not the dead. This is a subtle but 

powerful argument for the resurrection. 

• Application: The truth of God's Word can be found in unexpected places, even in texts that we 

think we know well. Deep study and spiritual insight can unlock profound truths. God's 

faithfulness extends beyond physical death to eternal life. 

 

Mark 12:27 

He is not God of the dead, but of the living. You are quite wrong." 

• Commentary: Jesus' definitive conclusion is that God "is not God of the dead, but of the 

living." Therefore, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob must still be alive with Him, which presupposes a 

resurrection or continued existence beyond the grave. He ends with a strong statement: "You are 

quite wrong." 

• Application: Our God is a God of life. His covenant promises extend beyond earthly existence 

to eternal life. We should base our understanding on God's nature as the God of the living, not 

on human philosophical objections. 



 

Mark 12:28 

And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing, and recognizing that he had 

answered them well, asked him, "Which commandment is the most important of all?" 

• Commentary: A "scribe" (a legal expert) observes the debate and, unlike the others, recognizes 

that Jesus "had answered them well." This scribe seems to be genuinely seeking understanding 

rather than trying to trap Jesus. His question, "Which commandment is the most important of 

all?" was another common rabbinic debate, seeking to identify the core essence of the Law. 

• Application: Not all who question are hostile. Some genuinely seek truth and are impressed by 

wisdom. Be ready to engage with sincere seekers and address their core spiritual questions. 

 

Mark 12:29 

Jesus answered, "The most important is, 'Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is 

one. 

• Commentary: Jesus immediately quotes the "Shema" (Deuteronomy 6:4), the central 

confession of Jewish faith. It begins with "Hear, O Israel" and declares the absolute unity and 

singularity of God: "The Lord our God, the Lord is one." This foundational truth is the basis for 

all other commandments. 

• Application: The sovereignty and singularity of God are the ultimate truths upon which all faith 

and obedience rest. Our worship and understanding must begin here. 

 

Mark 12:30 

And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 

all your mind and with all your strength.' 

• Commentary: Jesus continues the Shema (Deuteronomy 6:5), giving the first and greatest 

commandment: to "love the Lord your God" with our entire being—"all your heart" (emotions, 

will), "all your soul" (life, inner self), "all your mind" (intellect, understanding), and "all your 

strength" (physical and material resources, effort). This demands total, undivided devotion. 

• Application: Our love for God must be total and comprehensive, involving every facet of our 

being. This is the supreme calling for every believer and the essence of true religion. 

 

Mark 12:31 

The second is this: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no other 

commandment greater than these." 



• Commentary: Jesus then links the first commandment to the "second" (Leviticus 19:18): "You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself." This horizontal love flows directly from vertical love for 

God. The summary statement, "There is no other commandment greater than these," emphasizes 

that these two commands encapsulate the entire spirit and purpose of the Law and the Prophets. 

• Application: True love for God is inseparable from genuine love for others. Our spirituality is 

not just about our private devotion; it is visibly expressed in how we treat our neighbors. These 

two commands are the foundation for all righteous living. 

 

Mark 12:32 

And the scribe said to him, "You are right, Teacher. You have truly said that he is one, and 

there is no other besides him. 

• Commentary: The scribe, unlike the previous interrogators, affirms Jesus' answer. He 

acknowledges Jesus' profound insight and agrees with the summary of the commandments, 

recognizing the truth of God's oneness. 

• Application: When engaging with seekers, a genuine affirmation of truth, even from an 

unexpected source, can be a sign of openness to the gospel. 

 

Mark 12:33 

And to love him with all the heart and with all the understanding and with all the strength, 

and to love one's neighbor as oneself is much more than all whole burnt offerings and 

sacrifices." 

• Commentary: The scribe goes even further, showing spiritual insight. He declares that this 

inner, comprehensive love for God and neighbor is "much more than all whole burnt offerings 

and sacrifices." He rightly perceives that true worship is not about external rituals, but about 

internal devotion and obedience, echoing prophetic messages (e.g., Hosea 6:6; Micah 6:6-8; 1 

Samuel 15:22). 

• Application: This is a crucial distinction: outward religious acts, without genuine love for God 

and neighbor, are empty. God desires our hearts and lives more than mere ritual or ceremony. 

 

Mark 12:34 

And when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, "You are not far from the 

kingdom of God." And after that no one dared to ask him any more questions. 

• Commentary: Jesus affirms the scribe's insight: "You answered wisely." His response, "You are 

not far from the kingdom of God," indicates that the scribe has grasped essential truths and is on 

the right path, open to deeper revelation. This suggests he is close to understanding the need for 



faith in Jesus. The final outcome is that "no one dared to ask him any more questions," as Jesus 

had brilliantly defeated every attempt to trap Him. 

• Application: Genuine spiritual understanding brings us closer to God's kingdom. There are 

sincere seekers who, though not yet fully "in" the kingdom, are close because they are open to 

truth. Jesus silences His opponents through divine wisdom, not human argument. 

 

Mark 12:35 

And as Jesus taught in the temple, he said, "How can the scribes say that the Christ is the 

son of David? 

• Commentary: Jesus now takes the offensive, posing a theological question to the scribes while 

"teaching in the temple." He challenges their understanding of the Messiah's (the "Christ's") 

identity. They universally believed the Messiah would be "the son of David" (a human 

descendant). Jesus challenges them to reconcile this with Psalm 110. 

• Application: Jesus confronts incomplete or flawed theological understandings, even when they 

are widely accepted. He pushes us to a deeper, more accurate understanding of His identity. 

 

Mark 12:36 

David himself, in the Holy Spirit, declared, "'The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at my right 

hand, until I put your enemies under your feet.'" 

• Commentary: Jesus quotes Psalm 110:1, which David wrote "in the Holy Spirit." In this psalm, 

David calls the Messiah "my Lord" (Adonai, a term of great respect and authority, used for 

God). If the Messiah is merely David's human descendant ("son"), why would David call him 

"my Lord"? This implies the Messiah's divine nature and pre-existence, being superior to David 

himself. "Sit at my right hand" signifies divine authority and power. 

• Application: Jesus is more than a human descendant of David; He is divine. This challenges us 

to fully grasp Jesus' divinity and unique relationship with God the Father. Scripture, inspired by 

the Holy Spirit, reveals profound truths that can only be understood through spiritual 

discernment. 

 

Mark 12:37 

David himself calls him Lord. So how is he his son?" And the great crowd heard him gladly. 

• Commentary: Jesus presses the point: "David himself calls him Lord. So how is he his son?" 

This question remains unanswered by the scribes, exposing their inability to reconcile the 

Messiah's humanity with His divinity. The "great crowd heard him gladly," suggesting they 

were intrigued by this deeper teaching, especially as it exposed the limitations of the scribes. 



• Application: Jesus challenges us to reconcile seemingly contradictory truths about His person 

(fully human, fully divine). Those who are truly open-hearted will receive deeper revelation, 

even when it challenges conventional wisdom. 

 

Mark 12:38 

And in his teaching he said, "Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes 

and love greetings in the marketplaces 

• Commentary: Jesus issues a direct warning: "Beware of the scribes." He exposes their outward 

signs of hypocrisy and pride: "long robes" (displaying status), "greetings in the marketplaces" 

(seeking public recognition). 

• Application: Be wary of outward religious show or those who seek personal recognition for 

their piety. True godliness is humble and inwardly focused. 

 

Mark 12:39 

and have the best seats in the synagogues and places of honor at feasts, 

• Commentary: He continues to expose their desire for social status and privilege: "best seats in 

the synagogues" (most prominent positions) and "places of honor at feasts" (seeking to be seen 

and esteemed). 

• Application: True spiritual leadership is about serving, not seeking prominence or special 

treatment. Beware of those who use religious positions for personal gain or prestige. 

 

Mark 12:40 

who devour widows' houses and for a pretense make long prayers. These will receive the 

greater condemnation." 

• Commentary: This is the most damning indictment. The scribes "devour widows' houses" 

(likely by exploiting their legal or financial vulnerability under the guise of religious counsel, 

perhaps charging exorbitant fees, or receiving large "gifts" that leave the widows destitute). 

They cover this injustice with "long prayers" (hypocritical outward piety). Jesus declares that 

"These will receive the greater condemnation," highlighting the severe judgment awaiting those 

who use religion to exploit the vulnerable. 

• Application: Hypocrisy and exploitation, especially of the vulnerable under the guise of 

religion, are abhorrent to God and will receive severe judgment. True prayer and piety must be 

accompanied by justice and compassion. 

 



Mark 12:41 

Jesus sat down opposite the treasury and watched the crowd putting money into the offering 

box. Many rich people put in large sums. 

• Commentary: Jesus moves from public teaching to a quiet observation point: "He sat down 

opposite the treasury" (where Temple offerings were placed). He "watched the crowd," 

demonstrating His careful attention to true worship. He observes that "Many rich people put in 

large sums," which was visible and often done ostentatiously. 

• Application: God observes our giving, not just the amount, but the heart behind it. He sees 

every act of worship, even the private ones. 

 

Mark 12:42 

And a poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which make a penny. 

• Commentary: In contrast to the rich, Jesus draws attention to "a poor widow." Widows were 

among the most vulnerable in society. She puts in "two small copper coins" (lepta, the smallest 

Jewish coin), which are of minimal monetary value ("make a penny" or a fraction of a cent). 

• Application: God notices the humble and the marginalized. True value is not measured by 

earthly wealth or outward appearance, but by the heart. 

 

Mark 12:43 

And he called his disciples to him and said to them, "Truly, I say to you, this poor widow 

has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. 

• Commentary: Jesus calls His disciples to Him to highlight this profound lesson. He 

emphatically declares that this "poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing 

to the treasury." This reverses all human and worldly calculations of worth. 

• Application: God's economy is completely different from the world's. He values sacrifice and 

the heart behind the gift far more than the size of the gift itself. 

 

Mark 12:44 

For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in 

everything she had, all she had to live on." 

• Commentary: Jesus explains His reasoning: the rich gave "out of their abundance" (their 

surplus), which cost them little. But the widow, "out of her poverty," gave "everything she had, 

all she had to live on." Her offering was a total sacrifice, a complete act of trust in God. 



• Application: True generosity and sacrificial giving are measured by what we retain, not just 

what we give. God values radical trust and surrender, even with meager resources. This 

challenges us to give not just from our surplus, but from our heart, demonstrating our ultimate 

trust in Him as our provider. 

 

Conclusion of Mark Chapter 12 

Mark Chapter 12 presents a series of intense confrontations and profound teachings, revealing Jesus' 

divine authority, His spiritual wisdom, and the true nature of God's kingdom and worship, all while 

exposing the hypocrisy of the religious leaders. 

1. The Parable of the Wicked Tenants: Jesus graphically portrays the history of Israel's rejection 

of God's prophets and climaxes with the murder of God's "beloved Son" (Jesus Himself). This 

parable serves as a direct prophecy of His crucifixion and the subsequent transfer of God's favor 

(the "vineyard") to others (the Church). It underscores divine judgment for persistent rebellion. 

2. Paying Taxes to Caesar: Jesus masterfully navigates a political trap by establishing the 

principle of dual allegiance: recognizing legitimate earthly authority ("render to Caesar") while 

maintaining ultimate devotion to God ("and to God the things that are God's"). This 

distinguishes the spiritual from the secular without divorcing them. 

3. The Question of the Resurrection: Jesus dismantles the Sadducees' attempt to discredit the 

resurrection through a logical fallacy. He reveals their error stems from ignorance of "the 

Scriptures and the power of God," clarifying that resurrected life transcends earthly marital 

relations and affirming God's nature as the God of the living. 

4. The Greatest Commandment: Jesus brilliantly summarizes the entire Law by identifying the 

two greatest commandments: total love for God ("with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength") 

and genuine love for neighbor ("as yourself"). This emphasizes that true religion is not external 

ritual but internal devotion and compassionate action. The scribe's affirmation shows genuine 

spiritual insight. 

5. Warning Against Hypocritical Scribes: Jesus issues a severe warning against religious leaders 

who pursue outward show, honor, and status, and who exploit the vulnerable (especially 

"widows' houses") while feigning piety. He promises them "greater condemnation," highlighting 

God's abhorrence for spiritual abuse. 

6. The Widow's Offering: In a beautiful contrast, Jesus affirms a "poor widow" who gives 

"everything she had." This poignant example illustrates that true generosity and worship are 

measured by the heart, sacrifice, and trust, not by the amount given. It challenges us to give 

sacrificially from our want, not just our abundance. 

In sum, Chapter 12 vividly demonstrates Jesus' authority and wisdom in the face of intense opposition. 

It clarifies core theological truths, exposes religious hypocrisy, and calls for genuine, wholehearted 

worship and sacrificial living, defining the essence of kingdom values that stand in stark contrast to 

worldly ambition and religious show. 



Mark Chapter 13: The Olivet Discourse - Commentary and 

Application 

Overall Theme of Chapter 13: This chapter contains Jesus' "Olivet Discourse," His longest 

continuous discourse in Mark's Gospel, delivered on the Mount of Olives. It is an eschatological (end-

times) prophecy, prompted by the disciples' questions about the destruction of the Temple and the signs 

of the end of the age and Jesus' coming. Jesus warns against deception, describes future persecutions 

and calamities, foretells the destruction of Jerusalem, and emphasizes the need for constant 

watchfulness and readiness. 

 

Mark 13:1 

And as he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, "Look, Teacher, what 

wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!" 

• Commentary: Jesus and His disciples are leaving the Temple for the last time. A disciple, 

likely awestruck by the massive stones and impressive architecture of Herod's Temple, points 

out its grandeur. The Temple was truly magnificent, one of the wonders of the ancient world. 

This comment sets the stage for Jesus' shocking prophecy. 

• Application: We can sometimes be impressed by outward appearances, structures, or human 

achievements. While good in themselves, they can distract us from deeper spiritual realities and 

the impermanence of all earthly things. 

 

Mark 13:2 

And Jesus said to him, "Do you see these great buildings? There will not be left here one 

stone upon another that will not be thrown down." 

• Commentary: Jesus delivers a stunning and dramatic prophecy: the complete destruction of the 

Temple, so absolute that "not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down." 

This prophecy was literally fulfilled in A.D. 70 when the Roman army, under Titus, besieged 

and destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple. 

• Application: Jesus' prophecy reminds us of the transience of all earthly structures and 

institutions, no matter how magnificent or seemingly permanent. Our ultimate trust should be in 

God, not in human achievements or religious systems. 

 

Mark 13:3 

And as he sat on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter and James and John and 

Andrew asked him privately, 



• Commentary: After leaving the city, Jesus sits on the "Mount of Olives, opposite the temple," 

providing a direct view of the structure He just prophesied about. His inner circle ("Peter and 

James and John and Andrew") approach Him "privately," indicating the solemnity and 

confidential nature of the discussion. Their questions drive the entire discourse. 

• Application: In moments of deep spiritual truth or prophetic insight, we often seek deeper 

understanding. Jesus often shares profound truths in intimate settings with those who are 

committed to learning. 

 

Mark 13:4 

"Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when all these things are 

about to be accomplished?" 

• Commentary: The disciples ask two distinct but related questions: 

1. "When will these things be?" referring to the destruction of the Temple. 

2. "What will be the sign when all these things are about to be accomplished?" referring to 

the end of the age and the coming of the Son of Man. Jesus' discourse will address both, 

sometimes intertwining them, leading to some interpretative complexity. 

• Application: It is natural to desire knowledge about the future, especially concerning 

significant events. However, our focus should be on readiness and obedience, not just on 

speculative timelines. 

 

Mark 13:5 

And Jesus began to say to them, "See that no one leads you astray. 

• Commentary: Jesus' first and foundational warning is against "deception." This is a crucial 

starting point for understanding end-times events. False messiahs and prophets will arise. 

• Application: In times of uncertainty or talk of the end times, deception is a major danger. We 

must be discerning, grounding ourselves in God's Word and in Christ, rather than being swayed 

by sensational claims or charismatic figures. 

 

Mark 13:6 

For many will come in my name, saying, 'I am he!' and they will lead many astray." 

• Commentary: Jesus specifically warns against those who will claim to be "Christ" or messianic 

figures, using His "name" to gain authority. Such imposters will "lead many astray." This has 

occurred throughout history. 



• Application: Test every spirit and every claim against the truth of Scripture. Do not be easily 

swayed by those who claim special revelation or authority outside of Christ. 

 

Mark 13:7 

"And when you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. This must take place, 

but the end is not yet." 

• Commentary: Jesus lists general historical calamities that are not the sign of the immediate 

end. "Wars and rumors of wars" are common throughout human history. He tells them "do not 

be alarmed," as these are simply part of the ongoing fallen world. They "must take place," 

implying a divine permission or design, but they are "not yet" the conclusive sign. 

• Application: We live in a world filled with conflict and upheaval. These are normal symptoms 

of a fallen world, not necessarily direct indicators of the immediate return of Christ. We should 

not live in fear or panic, but trust in God's sovereignty. 

 

Mark 13:8 

For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be 

earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. These are but the beginning of the 

birth pains." 

• Commentary: Jesus continues the list of general calamities: "nation will rise against nation," 

"earthquakes," and "famines." These are designated as "the beginning of the birth pains." This 

metaphor suggests that these are intensifying signs of trouble, preceding a greater event (like 

labor pains before birth), but not the "birth" itself. They are a sign that the time is drawing 

nearer, but not the final arrival. 

• Application: Increased global instability, natural disasters, and widespread suffering are signs 

that the world is moving towards its appointed end. While they cause distress, they also serve as 

a reminder that God's plan is unfolding. 

 

Mark 13:9 

"But be on your guard. For they will deliver you over to councils, and you will be beaten in 

synagogues, and you will stand before governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness 

before them." 

• Commentary: Jesus shifts from global signs to personal persecution. He warns His disciples to 

"be on your guard," as they will face direct opposition and suffering "for my sake." This 

includes being delivered to "councils" (Jewish courts), "beaten in synagogues," and standing 

before "governors and kings" (Roman authorities). The purpose of these persecutions is to "bear 

witness before them," turning trials into opportunities for gospel proclamation. 



• Application: Following Christ often involves persecution and suffering. We should expect 

opposition from both religious and secular authorities. However, God uses these trials as 

opportunities for us to testify about Him. 

 

Mark 13:10 

And the gospel must first be proclaimed to all nations." 

• Commentary: This is a crucial prophetic statement: "the gospel must first be proclaimed to all 

nations" (ethne, Gentiles). This emphasizes the global missionary mandate that must be fulfilled 

before the very end comes. 

• Application: The Great Commission is a prerequisite for Christ's return. We have an urgent 

mission to share the gospel with every people group. This gives us purpose and direction in the 

midst of end-times discussions. 

 

Mark 13:11 

"And when they bring you to trial and deliver you over, do not be anxious beforehand what 

you are to say, but say whatever is given you in that hour, for it is not you who speak, but 

the Holy Spirit." 

• Commentary: Jesus provides comfort and assurance for facing persecution. Disciples should 

"not be anxious beforehand" about their defense, because the "Holy Spirit" will empower them 

to "say whatever is given you in that hour." This promise affirms divine enablement in moments 

of crisis. 

• Application: When we face difficult situations or are called to speak for Christ, we can trust the 

Holy Spirit to give us the words and wisdom we need. Our reliance should be on His power, not 

our own eloquence. 

 

Mark 13:12 

"And brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and children will 

rise against parents and have them put to death." 

• Commentary: Jesus describes the extreme breakdown of social and familial bonds due to 

persecution, even leading to betrayal and "death" within families. This highlights the severity of 

the persecution and the depth of division it will cause. 

• Application: Following Christ can create division, even within our closest relationships. This is 

a painful reality, but our ultimate loyalty must be to Christ, even when it means familial 

estrangement or conflict. 

 



Mark 13:13 

"And you will be hated by all for my name's sake. But the one who endures to the end will 

be saved." 

• Commentary: This is a sobering reality for disciples: they "will be hated by all for my name's 

sake." The phrase "my name's sake" emphasizes that the hatred is directed at Jesus Himself and 

His followers. Despite this, the promise is to "the one who endures to the end will be saved" 

(sothetetai, either physical deliverance from the persecution or, more broadly, eternal salvation). 

This emphasizes perseverance in faith. 

• Application: Persecution is an expected part of Christian life. Our calling is to persevere in 

faith and loyalty to Christ, knowing that enduring through trials leads to ultimate salvation and 

reward. 

 

Mark 13:14 

"But when you see the abomination of desolation standing where it ought not to be (let the 

reader understand), then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains." 

• Commentary: Jesus now shifts to a specific sign, the "abomination of desolation." This is a 

direct reference to Daniel 9:27 and 11:31. While some aspects apply to the desecration of the 

Temple by Antiochus Epiphanes in the past, Jesus is applying it to a future event related to the 

destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. The parenthetical "let the reader understand" is an 

instruction to the original readers to discern the meaning. "Standing where it ought not to be" 

likely refers to pagan Roman standards or symbols being set up in the Temple precincts, 

signifying its desecration and impending destruction. When this happens, those "in Judea" must 

"flee to the mountains" for immediate escape. 

• Application: This is a specific historical warning for those living in Jerusalem before its 

destruction in A.D. 70. It also stands as a general principle: when God's clear warning signs 

appear, immediate and decisive action (spiritual and sometimes physical flight) is necessary. 

 

Mark 13:15 

"Let the one who is on the housetop not go down, nor enter his house, to take anything out," 

• Commentary: Jesus emphasizes the extreme urgency of flight. If someone is on the "housetop" 

(which had external stairs), they should not even go inside "to take anything out." This 

underscores that safety is paramount over possessions. 

• Application: In times of crisis or divine judgment, material possessions are insignificant 

compared to spiritual safety and obedience to God's warnings. 

 



Mark 13:16 

"and let the one who is in the field not turn back to take his cloak." 

• Commentary: Similarly, someone "in the field" should not return for their "cloak." The point is 

extreme haste. 

• Application: Radical obedience and detachment from worldly comforts may be required when 

God calls us to immediate action or flight. 

 

Mark 13:17 

"Alas for those who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days!" 

• Commentary: Jesus expresses compassion for those who will face extreme hardship during 

this time of flight, particularly "pregnant" women and "nursing infants," for whom escape 

would be most difficult. 

• Application: Genuine compassion extends to those who will suffer the most during times of 

crisis. 

 

Mark 13:18 

"Pray that it may not happen in winter." 

• Commentary: Jesus advises them to "Pray that it may not happen in winter," as travel and 

survival would be much harder in harsh weather conditions. 

• Application: While we are called to be watchful, we can also pray for God's mercy and for 

favorable circumstances during times of tribulation. 

 

Mark 13:19 

For in those days there will be such tribulation as has not been from the beginning of the 

creation that God created until now, and never will be again. 

• Commentary: This describes the unparalleled intensity of the "tribulation" associated with the 

destruction of Jerusalem, so severe that it "has not been from the beginning of the creation... and 

never will be again." This emphasizes the unique horror of the siege of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. 

Some commentators also see this as a foreshadowing or type of a greater, final tribulation 

before Christ's second coming. 

• Application: God's judgment, when it falls, can be devastating. We are reminded of the severity 

of consequences for rejecting Him and His warnings. 

 



Mark 13:20 

And if the Lord had not shortened the days, no human being would be saved. But for the 

sake of the elect, whom he chose, he shortened the days." 

• Commentary: The severity of the tribulation is so great that "no human being would be saved" 

(physically survive) if God did not mercifully "shorten the days." This shortening is "for the 

sake of the elect, whom he chose," indicating God's protective and sovereign care for His 

chosen people during times of judgment. 

• Application: Even in judgment, God's grace and sovereignty prevail. He limits the duration and 

intensity of suffering for the sake of His people. This gives us hope in times of extreme 

difficulty. 

 

Mark 13:21 

And then if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Christ!' or 'Look, there he is!' do not 

believe it. 

• Commentary: Jesus returns to the theme of deception, warning against false claims of His 

presence during this time of intense tribulation. They should "not believe it" if someone points 

to a localized "Christ." 

• Application: In times of crisis, people are especially vulnerable to false hopes and deceptive 

claims. Our hope is in the true Christ, whose return will be undeniable and global, not secret or 

localized. 

 

Mark 13:22 

For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform signs and wonders, to lead 

astray, if possible, even the elect. 

• Commentary: The warning is amplified. "False christs and false prophets" will not only claim 

to be Messiah but will also "perform signs and wonders" (miracles) that are powerful enough to 

"lead astray, if possible, even the elect." This highlights the deceptive power and subtlety of 

these false manifestations. 

• Application: Do not be deceived by impressive displays of power or apparent miracles. True 

spiritual power aligns with God's Word and character. Even the elect need to be constantly 

discerning and grounded in truth. 

 

Mark 13:23 

But be on guard; I have told you all things beforehand." 



• Commentary: Jesus reiterates the command to "be on guard." He emphasizes that He has "told 

you all things beforehand," meaning He has provided sufficient warning and information for 

them to be prepared and not deceived. 

• Application: Jesus has given us sufficient warning and guidance in His Word. We have no 

excuse for spiritual unpreparedness or deception if we heed His teachings. 

 

Mark 13:24 

"But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not 

give its light, 

• Commentary: Jesus transitions from the destruction of Jerusalem (the "tribulation" of A.D. 70) 

to the signs of His final return. "But in those days, after that tribulation," signifies a temporal 

distinction. The cosmic disturbances ("sun will be darkened," "moon will not give its light") are 

apocalyptic imagery, often found in Old Testament prophecy (e.g., Isaiah 13:10; Joel 2:31), 

symbolizing a universal, cataclysmic disruption preceding divine intervention. 

• Application: These cosmic signs signify the dramatic and unmistakable prelude to the end of 

the age and Christ's return. They will be undeniable global events. 

 

Mark 13:25 

and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken." 

• Commentary: The cosmic upheaval continues: "stars will be falling from heaven," and "the 

powers in the heavens will be shaken." This is powerful symbolic language indicating a 

complete disarray and collapse of the natural order, signaling the end of the present age. 

• Application: The created order will experience profound transformation before Christ's return, 

underscoring the universal scope of His coming. 

 

Mark 13:26 

And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory." 

• Commentary: This is the climactic event: "And then they will see the Son of Man coming in 

clouds with great power and glory." This is a clear reference to Daniel 7:13-14 and portrays 

Jesus' glorious, visible, and unmistakable Second Coming. It is a public, universal event, unlike 

the false "Christs" mentioned earlier. 

• Application: Christ's return will be undeniable, glorious, and powerful. It is the ultimate hope 

of believers and the culmination of God's redemptive plan. 

 



Mark 13:27 

And then he will send out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends 

of the earth to the ends of heaven." 

• Commentary: At His coming, Jesus "will send out the angels" to "gather his elect" (His chosen 

people, believers) from every corner of the earth ("from the four winds, from the ends of the 

earth to the ends of heaven"). This is the gathering of believers for judgment and eternal life. 

• Application: Jesus' return will involve the glorious gathering of all His chosen ones. This 

provides immense comfort and assurance for believers across all generations and locations. 

 

Mark 13:28 

"From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its 

leaves, you know that summer is near. 

• Commentary: Jesus shifts from predicting events to teaching watchfulness using an illustration 

from nature: the "fig tree." Just as the appearance of "tender" branches and "leaves" signals that 

"summer is near," so too will the predicted signs indicate the proximity of His return. This 

points to discernable (though not precisely timed) signs. 

• Application: God provides signs in nature and in history to help us discern the times. We are 

called to be spiritually awake and observant, recognizing the patterns of God's prophetic 

unfolding. 

 

Mark 13:29 

So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 

• Commentary: Applying the analogy, Jesus says that "when you see these things taking place" 

(the signs described earlier, especially the destruction of the Temple and the ensuing 

tribulation), "you know that he is near, at the very gates." This again points to the discernible 

nature of the signs leading up to the "coming of the Son of Man." 

• Application: The fulfillment of specific prophetic signs should heighten our awareness of 

Christ's imminent return. We are to live with the expectation that He is near. 

 

Mark 13:30 

"Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place." 

• Commentary: This is one of the most debated verses in the Olivet Discourse. "This generation" 

can refer to: 



1. The generation alive at the time of Jesus' speaking (suggesting the fulfillment of the 

Temple destruction and some related events within their lifetime, which occurred in A.D. 

70). 

2. The "generation" of Jewish people, meaning the Jewish race will not pass away until all 

these things are fulfilled (a continued existence of Israel). 

3. The "kind" of generation (meaning the generation characterized by unbelief and 

rejection will persist until the end). Given the immediate context of the Temple 

destruction (v. 14-20), interpretation #1 seems most likely for "all these things" 

(referring to the immediate signs up to the tribulation). However, the ultimate coming (v. 

24-27) is distinct. 

• Application: While interpretations vary, Jesus ensures His listeners that the events immediately 

related to the fall of Jerusalem would occur relatively soon. It reminds us that God's prophecies 

are fulfilled precisely in His timing. 

 

Mark 13:31 

"Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away." 

• Commentary: This powerful declaration underscores the absolute certainty and eternal validity 

of Jesus' words. "Heaven and earth will pass away" signifies the ultimate impermanence of the 

created order, but His "words will not pass away," meaning they are eternal, unchanging, and 

ultimately fulfilled. 

• Application: Jesus' words are fully trustworthy and will always come to pass. This provides a 

firm foundation for our faith amidst uncertainty about future events. We can rely completely on 

what He has spoken. 

 

Mark 13:32 

"But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the 

Son, but only the Father." 

• Commentary: This is another crucial verse. While signs can indicate the imminence of His 

coming, the exact time ("that day or that hour") is unknown to all but "only the Father." Jesus, in 

His incarnate state, voluntarily limited His knowledge in submission to the Father. This directly 

counters attempts to predict the precise date of the Second Coming. 

• Application: We are commanded to be watchful, but not to set dates or speculate precisely on 

the timing of Christ's return. Such attempts are fruitless and contradict Jesus' clear statement. 

Our focus should be on readiness, not prediction. 

 



Mark 13:33 

"Be on guard, keep awake, for you do not know when the time will come." 

• Commentary: Jesus reiterates the imperative for disciples: "Be on guard, keep awake." This 

means spiritual vigilance and readiness. The reason for this constant watchfulness is precisely 

because "you do not know when the time will come." 

• Application: Because we don't know the exact timing of Christ's return, we must live every day 

as if He could return at any moment. This should motivate us to live holy lives, serve faithfully, 

and share the gospel. 

 

Mark 13:34 

It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, 

each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. 

• Commentary: Jesus uses another parable to illustrate watchfulness: a master going on a 

journey. He leaves his "servants in charge," each with a specific "work" or responsibility. The 

"doorkeeper" is specifically commanded to "stay awake," symbolizing alertness and readiness 

for the master's return. 

• Application: We are stewards of God's resources and talents, entrusted with specific tasks while 

Christ is away. We must be diligently fulfilling our assigned duties, not idle or distracted. 

 

Mark 13:35 

Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the 

evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning— 

• Commentary: Jesus repeats the command to "stay awake," emphasizing the unpredictable 

timing of the master's return. He lists the four Roman watches of the night ("evening," 

"midnight," "rooster crows," "morning"), covering the full span of potential return times. 

• Application: Vigilance should be continuous, not just occasional. Christ's return could happen 

at any unexpected moment. This demands constant spiritual preparedness. 

 

Mark 13:36 

lest he come suddenly and find you asleep." 

• Commentary: The consequence of not staying awake is dire: the master might "come suddenly 

and find you asleep," implying unpreparedness, spiritual lethargy, or idleness. 



• Application: We must avoid spiritual complacency and idleness. Being "asleep" means being 

caught off guard, unprepared for accountability or the Master's arrival. 

 

Mark 13:37 

And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake." 

• Commentary: Jesus concludes the discourse with a universal application: "what I say to you I 

say to all." The command "Stay awake" is not just for the disciples, but for all believers in all 

generations. It is the core message of the Olivet Discourse. 

• Application: The call to watchfulness and readiness is for every follower of Christ, at all times. 

We are to live with an expectant and active faith, diligently serving Him until He returns. 

 

Conclusion of Mark Chapter 13 

Mark Chapter 13, the Olivet Discourse, is a pivotal and challenging prophecy from Jesus concerning 

the future. It contains both specific predictions about the destruction of Jerusalem and broader 

teachings about the signs of the end of the age and His glorious Second Coming. 

1. Prophecy of Temple Destruction: Jesus shocking prediction of the complete destruction of the 

magnificent Temple serves as the catalyst for the entire discourse. This was literally fulfilled in 

A.D. 70. 

2. Warning Against Deception: Jesus' first and repeated warning is against false messiahs and 

prophets. He emphasizes that genuine disciples must be discerning and not easily swayed by 

charismatic but misleading figures. 

3. Signs of the Times (Birth Pains): Jesus describes general calamities (wars, earthquakes, 

famines) as "birth pains" – signs of increasing intensity but not the final "birth" itself. These are 

ongoing signs that the end is drawing near. 

4. Persecution and the Holy Spirit's Empowerment: Jesus foretells the persecution of His 

followers (betrayal even by family, trials before authorities) but promises the Holy Spirit's 

empowerment to enable them to bear witness. The global proclamation of the gospel is a 

necessary prerequisite. 

5. The Abomination of Desolation and Flight: Jesus gives a specific sign (the "abomination of 

desolation") for those living in Judea, requiring immediate and urgent flight from Jerusalem 

during its impending destruction, emphasizing the severity of the coming tribulation. 

6. The Glorious Second Coming: After this tribulation, Jesus describes His visible, powerful, and 

glorious return as the "Son of Man," accompanied by cosmic disturbances and the gathering of 

His elect from all corners of the earth. 



7. The Imperative of Watchfulness: Despite the certainty of these events, Jesus states that the 

exact time is known only to the Father. Therefore, the overarching command to all believers is 

to "stay awake," "be on guard," and live in constant readiness, fulfilling their assigned tasks 

until He returns. This requires avoiding spiritual complacency and idleness. 

In essence, Mark 13 provides a comprehensive framework for understanding the future from a divine 

perspective. It doesn't give us a timeline for speculation, but a powerful call to vigilance, perseverance 

through persecution, active gospel proclamation, and constant readiness for the certain, but 

unpredictable, return of Christ. 

Mark Chapter 14: The Betrayal, Anointing, Last Supper, 

Gethsemane, and Arrest - Commentary and Application 

Overall Theme of Chapter 14: This chapter details the escalating tension and events leading directly 

to Jesus' crucifixion. It covers the plot to kill Him, His anointing, the institution of the Last Supper, His 

agonizing prayer in Gethsemane, and finally, His betrayal and arrest. The themes of betrayal, 

preparation for suffering, the establishment of the new covenant, and the failure of the disciples are 

prominent. 

 

Mark 14:1 

It was now two days before the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. And the chief 

priests and the scribes were seeking how to arrest him by stealth and kill him, 

• Commentary: The timeline is crucial: "two days before the Passover and the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread." This highlights the imminence of the most important Jewish feast, which 

would soon bring masses of pilgrims to Jerusalem. The "chief priests and the scribes" (the 

Sanhedrin) are actively plotting to "arrest him by stealth and kill him." They want to avoid a 

public uprising. 

• Application: Even as God's plan unfolds, human evil and malice are at work. Beware of those 

who conspire in darkness to oppose truth and righteous living. 

 

Mark 14:2 

for they said, "Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar among the people." 

• Commentary: Their primary concern is pragmatism and fear of man, not justice or God's will. 

They specifically decide "Not during the feast" because of the large crowds who admired Jesus, 

fearing "an uproar among the people." This highlights their hypocrisy and reliance on human 

strategy rather than divine guidance. 

• Application: Fear of man often dictates the actions of those who oppose God. Human 

expediency and fear of public opinion can override moral principles and truth. 



 

Mark 14:3 

And while he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he was reclining at table, a 

woman came with an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly, and she broke 

the flask and poured it over his head. 

• Commentary: This event occurs "at Bethany," likely during Monday or Tuesday of Passion 

Week, providing a sharp contrast to the plotting religious leaders. The host is "Simon the leper," 

indicating he had been healed by Jesus (or was now cured). A "woman" (identified as Mary, 

Lazarus' sister, in John 12:1-8) performs an extraordinary act: she brings "an alabaster flask of 

ointment of pure nard, very costly," breaks the flask (making it unusable for other purposes, 

signifying totality), and "poured it over his head." This is an act of extravagant love and 

devotion. Anointing the head was a sign of honor, often for kings or priests, or for burial 

preparation. 

• Application: True worship and devotion involve extravagant sacrifice, giving our very best to 

Jesus without reservation. This act foreshadows Jesus' burial and anticipates His death, showing 

the depth of His love for us. 

 

Mark 14:4 

There were some who said indignantly to one another, "Why was this ointment wasted in 

this way? 

• Commentary: Immediately, "some" (led by Judas, John 12:4-6) react with "indignation." They 

criticize the act as a "waste," revealing their utilitarian and unspiritual perspective. They fail to 

grasp the deeper significance of the act. 

• Application: Acts of extravagant devotion to Christ can often be misunderstood or criticized by 

those who lack spiritual discernment, or by those with selfish motives. Not everyone will 

appreciate true worship. 

 

Mark 14:5 

For this ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii and given to 

the poor." And they scolded her." 

• Commentary: They justify their criticism with a "pious" argument: the money from the 

ointment ("more than three hundred denarii" – roughly a year's wages for a laborer) "could have 

been sold... and given to the poor." This is a classic example of using a "good" cause to mask a 

critical or self-serving spirit (Judas's true motive was greed, John 12:6). They "scolded her," 

showing their harsh judgment. 



• Application: Be wary of criticism that uses a seemingly good reason (like helping the poor) to 

condemn genuine acts of worship or sacrifice. Hypocrisy often hides behind virtuous 

arguments. 

 

Mark 14:6 

But Jesus said, "Leave her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has done a beautiful thing 

to me." 

• Commentary: Jesus immediately defends the woman, commanding them to "Leave her alone. 

Why do you trouble her?" He praises her act as "a beautiful thing to me," recognizing its 

profound spiritual significance and the genuine love behind it. 

• Application: Jesus always defends those who truly worship and serve Him. He sees the heart 

and values genuine devotion, even when others criticize or misunderstand it. 

 

Mark 14:7 

For you always have the poor with you, and whenever you want, you can do good to them. 

But you will not always have me." 

• Commentary: Jesus clarifies the false dilemma they created. "You always have the poor with 

you" is a quote from Deuteronomy 15:11, acknowledging ongoing responsibility for the poor. 

However, He states "But you will not always have me." This highlights His unique, limited time 

on earth before His crucifixion. This was a specific, unrepeatable opportunity to anoint Him. 

• Application: While we are always called to care for the poor, there are unique seasons and 

opportunities to give extravagantly to Christ directly. We must discern what God is asking for in 

the moment and prioritize that. 

 

Mark 14:8 

"She has done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for burial." 

• Commentary: Jesus reveals the prophetic significance of her act: "She has done what she 

could" (giving her best) and "she has anointed my body beforehand for burial." The disciples 

were missing the point of His impending death, but this woman, perhaps intuitively or 

spiritually, prepares Him for it. 

• Application: God uses ordinary people to fulfill extraordinary purposes. Her act of love and 

devotion was, unknowingly, a prophetic preparation for Jesus' death. We are called to use our 

gifts and resources to prepare for and participate in God's redemptive plan. 

 



Mark 14:9 

"And truly, I say to you, wherever the gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she 

has done will be told in memory of her." 

• Commentary: This is a remarkable prophecy and promise from Jesus. He ensures that 

"wherever the gospel is proclaimed in the whole world," her act of devotion "will be told in 

memory of her." This elevates her humble, misunderstood act to eternal significance alongside 

the gospel itself. 

• Application: Acts of selfless love and devotion to Christ are never forgotten by God. They hold 

eternal value and are part of the enduring story of His kingdom. Our quiet acts of worship are 

seen and honored by Him. 

 

Mark 14:10 

Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in order to betray 

him to them. 

• Commentary: In stark contrast to the woman's devotion, "Judas Iscariot, who was one of the 

twelve" (emphasizing the intimacy of his betrayal), takes concrete steps to "betray him to them" 

(the chief priests). This follows directly from his criticism of the anointing, exposing his 

covetous heart and the chilling reality of his treachery. 

• Application: Betrayal can come from within the closest circles. A heart ruled by greed or self-

interest will eventually lead to spiritual compromise and betrayal of Christ. 

 

Mark 14:11 

And when they heard it, they were glad and promised him money. And he sought an 

opportunity to betray him. 

• Commentary: The chief priests' reaction is telling: "they were glad" (their problem of avoiding 

an uproar was solved) and "promised him money" (rewarding his treachery). Judas immediately 

"sought an opportunity to betray him" discreetly, without the crowds. 

• Application: Sin always offers a deceptive reward, but it leads to destruction. The path of 

betrayal is marked by seeking opportune moments for selfish gain. 

 

Mark 14:12 

And on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrificed the Passover lamb, his 

disciples said to him, "Where will you have us go and prepare for you to eat the Passover?" 



• Commentary: This is Thursday, the "first day of Unleavened Bread" (Nisan 14), the day when 

the "Passover lamb" was sacrificed in the Temple. The disciples ask for instructions on where to 

prepare the Passover meal, a sacred annual tradition commemorating Israel's deliverance from 

Egypt. 

• Application: Jesus leads His disciples in observing the sacred traditions and preparing for 

significant spiritual moments. We should seek His guidance in our own preparations. 

 

Mark 14:13 

And he sent two of his disciples and said to them, "Go into the city, and a man carrying a 

jar of water will meet you. Follow him, 

• Commentary: Jesus again displays His supernatural foreknowledge and control of events, 

giving precise, seemingly pre-arranged instructions. Carrying a "jar of water" was typically 

women's work, making a man doing so a distinctive sign. This discreet method ensured Judas 

couldn't easily discover the location and betray Jesus prematurely. 

• Application: Jesus is sovereign over all circumstances, even the most mundane details. He 

provides specific guidance and preparations for His divine purposes. Trust His leading, even 

when it seems unusual. 

 

Mark 14:14 

and wherever he enters, say to the master of the house, 'The Teacher says, "Where is my 

guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?"' 

• Commentary: The message to the "master of the house" is a clear indication that this was a 

pre-arranged plan with a sympathetic follower in Jerusalem, highlighting Jesus' authority ("The 

Teacher says"). He specifically asks for "my guest room," emphasizing His ownership and 

purpose for this final Passover. 

• Application: Jesus makes provision for His people and His mission. He has a place and a 

purpose for us to fulfill, even in the midst of challenging times. 

 

Mark 14:15 

And he will show you a large upper room, furnished and ready; there prepare for us." 

• Commentary: The room is "a large upper room, furnished and ready," suggesting a place 

intentionally prepared for this significant event. This further emphasizes divine providence. 

• Application: God often prepares a place for us and for His work, sometimes in ways we don't 

anticipate. We should be ready to prepare ourselves for His purposes. 

 



Mark 14:16 

And the disciples went out, and entered the city, and found it just as he had told them, and 

they prepared the Passover." 

• Commentary: The disciples' obedience is immediate, and they find everything exactly "just as 

he had told them," confirming Jesus' authority and trustworthiness. They faithfully "prepared 

the Passover." 

• Application: Obedience to Christ's commands, even in seemingly small details, is essential. 

When we obey, we experience the faithfulness of God. 

 

Mark 14:17 

And when it was evening, he came with the twelve." 

• Commentary: On Thursday evening, Nisan 15 (start of Passover feast), Jesus "came with the 

twelve" to partake in the Passover meal. 

• Application: Even as betrayal looms, Jesus remains committed to His disciples and to fulfilling 

God's plan. 

 

Mark 14:18 

And as they were reclining at table and eating, Jesus said, "Truly, I say to you, one of you 

will betray me, one who is eating with me." 

• Commentary: While partaking in the intimate Passover meal, Jesus makes a shocking and 

painful announcement: "one of you will betray me, one who is eating with me." This 

emphasizes the profound personal betrayal, especially poignant during a meal that symbolized 

covenant fellowship. 

• Application: Betrayal, even from within our closest circles, can be a painful reality in ministry 

and life. Jesus knew and allowed it, modeling divine sovereignty even in human treachery. 

 

Mark 14:19 

They began to be sorrowful and to say to him one after another, "Is it I?" 

• Commentary: The disciples' reaction is "sorrowful" (distressed) and self-examining: "Is it I?" 

This reveals their genuine concern and a lack of immediate suspicion of Judas, highlighting his 

deceptive appearance. 

• Application: When confronted with potential sin or failure, a humble heart will first examine 

itself rather than immediately accusing others. 



 

Mark 14:20 

He said to them, "It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into the dish with me." 

• Commentary: Jesus narrows down the identity of the betrayer by pointing to a specific action 

common during the meal: "one who is dipping bread into the dish with me." This action, a 

gesture of friendship and sharing, makes the betrayal even more poignant. (John 13:26 clarifies 

it was Judas.) 

• Application: The closest relationships can be the source of the deepest wounds when treachery 

is involved. 

 

Mark 14:21 

"For the Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of 

Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born." 

• Commentary: Jesus affirms the divine necessity of His suffering ("For the Son of Man goes as 

it is written of him" – fulfilling prophecy). However, He also unequivocally asserts human 

responsibility and guilt: "woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed!" The statement 

"It would have been better for that man if he had not been born" is the strongest possible 

condemnation, signifying a state of eternal damnation and extreme misery for Judas. 

• Application: God's sovereign plan does not negate human responsibility for sin. While Jesus' 

death was part of God's plan, Judas's betrayal was still a conscious, wicked act for which he 

bore full responsibility and faced terrible consequences. 

 

Mark 14:22 

And as they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to them, 

and said, "Take; this is my body." 

• Commentary: This is the institution of the Lord's Supper (Eucharist). During the Passover 

meal, Jesus takes the unleavened "bread," "blesses it" (gives thanks), "broke it" (symbolizing 

His body being broken), and "gave it to them." His profound declaration, "This is my body," 

signifies His identification with the bread as a representation of His physical body, soon to be 

given in sacrifice. This inaugurates the new covenant. 

• Application: The Lord's Supper is a sacred ordinance, a visible sign of Christ's sacrifice for us. 

When we partake, we remember His body broken for our sins and His giving of Himself 

completely. 

 

Mark 14:23 



And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, and they all drank 

from it. 

• Commentary: Jesus then takes "a cup" (the third cup of the Passover, the Cup of Redemption). 

He "had given thanks" (eucharisteo, from which "Eucharist" derives) and "gave it to them." The 

act of "they all drank from it" emphasizes the shared participation in the new covenant. 

• Application: Shared communion in the Lord's Supper signifies our unity in Christ and our 

participation in the benefits of His new covenant. 

 

Mark 14:24 

And he said to them, "This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many." 

• Commentary: Jesus identifies the wine as "my blood of the covenant." This directly alludes to 

the covenant established at Sinai through blood (Exodus 24:8), but now it's a new covenant 

(Jeremiah 31:31-34) sealed by His own blood. His blood is "poured out" (sacrificed) "for many" 

(for the forgiveness of sins, Matthew 26:28; for the benefit of all who believe). 

• Application: The blood of Jesus establishes the new covenant, providing forgiveness of sins 

and reconciliation with God. His sacrifice is the foundation of our salvation, covering all who 

come to Him in faith. 

 

Mark 14:25 

"Truly, I say to you, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink 

it new in the kingdom of God." 

• Commentary: Jesus makes a solemn vow, looking forward to the future consummation of 

God's kingdom. He will not partake of the "fruit of the vine" again until He drinks it "new in the 

kingdom of God." This points to the future messianic banquet, a time of ultimate fellowship and 

joy with His redeemed people in the perfected kingdom. 

• Application: The Lord's Supper is not just a remembrance of the past, but a foretaste and 

promise of future glory in God's completed kingdom. It gives us hope for ultimate fellowship 

with Christ. 

 

Mark 14:26 

And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

• Commentary: Concluding the Passover meal, they "had sung a hymn" (likely part of the Hallel 

Psalms, 113-118). They then proceed to the "Mount of Olives," specifically the Garden of 

Gethsemane. 



• Application: Worship and prayer often precede intense spiritual battles. 

 

Mark 14:27 

And Jesus said to them, "You will all fall away, for it is written, 'I will strike the shepherd, 

and the sheep will be scattered.'" 

• Commentary: Jesus gives another sobering prediction to His disciples: "You will all fall away" 

(be scattered, desert Him). He grounds this in prophetic Scripture, quoting Zechariah 13:7: "I 

will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered." This shows His knowledge of the 

divine plan and the disciples' coming failure. 

• Application: Even the most committed followers can falter and fail in moments of extreme 

pressure. This prophecy highlights the power of the enemy and the human weakness that 

requires divine strength. 

 

Mark 14:28 

"But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee." 

• Commentary: Amidst the prediction of failure, Jesus gives a promise of restoration: "But after 

I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee." This promises a reunion and renewed 

commissioning in Galilee after His resurrection, affirming His victory over death and His 

commitment to His scattered disciples. 

• Application: God's grace always follows human failure. Even when we stumble, Jesus provides 

a path for restoration and renewed purpose after repentance. 

 

Mark 14:29 

Peter said to him, "Even though they all fall away, I will not." 

• Commentary: Peter, with characteristic overconfidence and self-reliance, vehemently declares 

his unwavering loyalty: "Even though they all fall away, I will not." This sets him up for his 

spectacular failure. 

• Application: Self-confidence and relying on our own strength can lead to a fall. Humble 

awareness of our weakness and reliance on God's strength are essential for spiritual 

perseverance. 

 

Mark 14:30 

And Jesus said to him, "Truly, I say to you, this very night, before the rooster crows twice, 

you will deny me three times." 



• Commentary: Jesus gives a chillingly precise prophecy of Peter's denial: "this very night, 

before the rooster crows twice" (a distinct warning that would alert Peter to the second phase of 

his denial), "you will deny me three times." This contrasts sharply with Peter's boast. 

• Application: Jesus knows our weaknesses and our future failures. His foreknowledge is not to 

condemn, but to reveal the depth of His grace when we do fail. 

 

Mark 14:31 

But he kept saying vehemently, "If I must die with you, I will not deny you." And all the 

others said the same. 

• Commentary: Peter, stubbornly, "kept saying vehemently" his denial, even to the point of 

swearing to "die with you." "All the others said the same," revealing a collective overconfidence 

and lack of understanding of the spiritual battle ahead. 

• Application: It's easy to make strong declarations of loyalty in our own strength when the test 

is not upon us. True loyalty is proven in the fire of temptation and trial. 

 

Mark 14:32 

And they went to a place called Gethsemane, which means 'Oil Press,' and he said to his 

disciples, "Sit here while I pray." 

• Commentary: They arrive at "Gethsemane," an olive grove at the foot of the Mount of Olives. 

The name "Oil Press" is poignant, as Jesus is about to be pressed by intense anguish. Jesus 

leaves most of the disciples behind ("Sit here") to pray, anticipating the agony to come. 

• Application: In moments of deep spiritual struggle, Jesus withdraws to prayer. We need 

specific places and times to engage in intense spiritual battle through prayer. 

 

Mark 14:33 

And he took with him Peter and James and John, and he began to be greatly distressed and 

troubled. 

• Commentary: Jesus takes His inner circle ("Peter and James and John") to a more intimate 

spot. Here, Jesus experiences profound human anguish: "he began to be greatly distressed and 

troubled." The Greek words convey deep shock, horror, and almost overwhelmed anxiety. This 

reveals the true human cost of bearing the world's sin. 

• Application: Jesus fully experienced human emotion and suffering. He knows the depths of our 

distress and can sympathize with our weaknesses. His agony reminds us of the horrific weight 

of sin. 

 



Mark 14:34 

And he said to them, "My soul is very sorrowful, even to death. Remain here and watch." 

• Commentary: Jesus expresses the depth of His inner turmoil: "My soul is very sorrowful, even 

to death" (meaning, to the point of death). He requests His closest disciples to "Remain here and 

watch" (gregoreite, be alert, stay awake in prayer with Him). 

• Application: In our deepest anguish, we need the support and watchful prayer of close, trusted 

friends. Jesus modeled vulnerability, even in His divinity. 

 

Mark 14:35 

And going a little farther, he fell on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour 

might pass from him. 

• Commentary: Jesus withdraws "a little farther," indicating His need for solitary prayer. He "fell 

on the ground," a posture of profound humility and agony. He prays with raw honesty: "that, if 

it were possible, the hour might pass from him." The "hour" refers to His impending suffering 

and crucifixion, particularly bearing the wrath of God for sin. This reveals His true humanity 

and struggle against the horror of the cross. 

• Application: Even Jesus, in His humanity, wrestled with God's will in prayer. This models that 

intense prayer can involve wrestling, expressing our deepest desires, yet ultimately submitting 

to God's will. 

 

Mark 14:36 

And he said, "Abba, Father, all things are possible for you. Remove this cup from me. Yet 

not what I will, but what you will." 

• Commentary: Jesus addresses God intimately as "Abba, Father" (Aramaic for "Daddy," 

showing tender intimacy and trust). He acknowledges God's omnipotence: "all things are 

possible for you." He clearly states His desire: "Remove this cup from me" (the "cup" of God's 

wrath and suffering for sin). Crucially, He concludes with perfect submission: "Yet not what I 

will, but what you will." This is the pinnacle of obedience and surrender. 

• Application: The essence of true prayer and submission is found here: honest expression of our 

desires, acknowledgment of God's power, and ultimate surrender to His perfect will, even when 

it involves suffering. 

 

Mark 14:37 

And he came and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter, "Simon, are you asleep? Could 

you not watch one hour?" 



• Commentary: After His intense prayer, Jesus returns to His disciples and finds them 

"sleeping," despite His clear request to "watch." He addresses Peter by his old name "Simon," 

hinting at his weakness, and gently rebukes him: "Are you asleep? Could you not watch one 

hour?" This highlights their inability to support Him in His greatest hour of need. 

• Application: Even our closest spiritual friends can fail us in our moments of deepest need. This 

also serves as a warning against spiritual lethargy when vigilance is most required. 

 

Mark 14:38 

"Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the 

flesh is weak." 

• Commentary: Jesus gives a vital instruction and explanation for their failure. "Watch and pray" 

are the antidotes to temptation. He acknowledges their internal conflict: "The spirit indeed is 

willing" (they desire to be loyal), "but the flesh is weak" (their human nature is prone to fatigue, 

fear, and failure). 

• Application: We must actively combine spiritual vigilance ("watch") with prayer to overcome 

temptation, recognizing the inherent weakness of our human nature. 

 

Mark 14:39 

And again he went away and prayed, saying the same words." 

• Commentary: Jesus returns to solitary prayer, reiterating "the same words," emphasizing the 

intensity and repetition of His spiritual struggle and submission. 

• Application: Perseverance in prayer, even when it's repetitive or agonizing, is essential when 

facing overwhelming challenges. 

 

Mark 14:40 

And again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy, and they did 

not know what to answer him." 

• Commentary: For a second time, He finds them "sleeping," their eyes "very heavy." Their 

failure to watch is repeated. They are silent ("did not know what to answer him"), perhaps in 

shame or embarrassment. 

• Application: Our human weakness can be persistent. We need God's grace to overcome 

spiritual weariness and to remain faithful. 

 

Mark 14:41 



And he came the third time and said to them, "Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? It 

is enough; the hour has come. The Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 

• Commentary: A third time, Jesus finds them "sleeping." He uses rhetorical questions to 

underscore their failure. "It is enough" signifies the end of His agonizing prayer and His 

complete acceptance of the Father's will. "The hour has come" indicates the fulfillment of 

prophecy. He then bluntly states the immediate reality: "The Son of Man is betrayed into the 

hands of sinners." 

• Application: God's will is ultimately accomplished, even through human failure and betrayal. 

The "hour" of suffering is inevitable and must be faced. 

 

Mark 14:42 

Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand." 

• Commentary: With resolute courage, Jesus commands them to "Rise, let us be going." He 

faces His betrayer directly, indicating His readiness to meet His destiny. "My betrayer is at 

hand" shows His full awareness of Judas's arrival. 

• Application: Jesus faces His suffering with courageous resolve, not shrinking from what is to 

come. He leads His followers even into the heart of the storm. 

 

Mark 14:43 

And immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas came, and with him a crowd with 

swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the scribes and the elders." 

• Commentary: The betrayal is "immediately" fulfilled. "Judas" arrives with a "crowd with 

swords and clubs," indicating an armed, hostile mob. They are sent by "the chief priests and the 

scribes and the elders" (the full force of the Sanhedrin), showing the official nature of the arrest. 

• Application: The forces of evil can act swiftly and decisively. Be aware that spiritual attacks 

often involve a multitude of opponents. 

 

Mark 14:44 

Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, "The one I will kiss is the man; seize him 

and lead him away under guard." 

• Commentary: Judas, with chilling deception, arranges a "sign" for identification: a "kiss." This 

was a traditional greeting among disciples, making his act the ultimate symbol of betrayal, 

using a gesture of affection to signify treachery. He instructs them to "seize him and lead him 

away under guard," ensuring Jesus cannot escape. 



• Application: Betrayal often uses intimacy and outward affection as a cover for malice. The 

forces of evil will ensure that their target is secured. 

 

Mark 14:45 

And when he came, he immediately went up to him and said, "Rabbi!" And he kissed him." 

• Commentary: Judas performs the sign with hypocritical respect: he "immediately went up to 

him" and addressed him as "Rabbi!" (Teacher), before "he kissed him." The repetition of "kissed 

him" in the Greek (kataphileō) indicates a warm, emphatic kiss, emphasizing the depth of the 

treachery. 

• Application: Be aware of the deceptive nature of sin, which can hide behind outward respect or 

religious titles while harboring wicked intentions. 

 

Mark 14:46 

And they laid hands on him and seized him." 

• Commentary: The deed is done. The crowd acts upon Judas's sign: "they laid hands on him and 

seized him." Jesus is now their prisoner. 

• Application: The world often seizes what it does not understand, especially when it challenges 

its power. 

 

Mark 14:47 

But one of those who stood by drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest and 

cut off his ear." 

• Commentary: One of Jesus' followers (identified as Peter in John 18:10) reacts with impulsive 

violence, drawing his "sword" and striking the "servant of the high priest," cutting off his "ear." 

This highlights the disciples' attempt to defend Jesus in their own strength, which Jesus 

immediately rebukes (Matthew 26:52). 

• Application: Human violence and impulsive reactions are not the way of the Kingdom of God. 

We must resist the urge to fight spiritual battles with carnal weapons. 

 

Mark 14:48 

And Jesus said to them, "Have you come out with swords and clubs, as against a robber, to 

capture me? 



• Commentary: Jesus directly addresses His captors, highlighting the absurdity of their armed 

approach, as if He were a common criminal ("a robber"). He was readily available in the 

Temple daily. 

• Application: The world often misjudges and misrepresents Christ and His followers, treating 

them as criminals when they are innocent. 

 

Mark 14:49 

Day after day I was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not seize me. But let the 

Scriptures be fulfilled." 

• Commentary: Jesus underscores their hypocrisy: He was openly "Day after day... in the temple 

teaching," where they "did not seize me." Their stealthy capture now proves their malicious 

intent and fear of the crowd. He concludes by stating that this arrest is part of the divine plan, 

allowing "the Scriptures to be fulfilled." 

• Application: God's sovereign plan is fulfilled even through the evil actions of men. The 

suffering of Christ was necessary for the fulfillment of prophecy and our salvation. 

 

Mark 14:50 

And they all left him and fled." 

• Commentary: The prophecy of Zechariah 13:7 ("I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will 

be scattered") is immediately fulfilled. Faced with Jesus' arrest, "they all left him and fled," 

abandoning Him in His hour of need. This includes the zealous Peter. 

• Application: Human loyalty and courage can fail under extreme pressure. This highlights the 

complete isolation and abandonment Jesus faced for our sakes. 

 

Mark 14:51 

And a young man followed him, with nothing but a linen cloth about his body. And they 

seized him, 

• Commentary: Mark includes a unique, enigmatic detail about "a young man" who "followed 

him" (showing some loyalty, perhaps a spectator or follower aroused from sleep) but with 

"nothing but a linen cloth about his body." This suggests he was either awakened suddenly or 

tried to hide. "They seized him," indicating the aggression of the mob. 

• Application: This is often seen as Mark's subtle autobiographical signature, implying he was 

present and narrowly escaped. It highlights the chaotic nature of the arrest and the danger facing 

even casual observers. 

 



Mark 14:52 

but he left the linen cloth and ran away naked." 

• Commentary: The young man escapes capture by "leav[ing] the linen cloth" in the hands of the 

captors and "ran away naked." This embarrassing and dramatic escape emphasizes the absolute 

panic and terror that gripped those near Jesus during His arrest. 

• Application: In moments of intense fear, people will abandon everything for survival. This 

underscores the disciples' (and perhaps Mark's) human vulnerability in the face of 

overwhelming opposition. 

 

Mark 14:53 

And they led Jesus to the high priest. And all the chief priests and the elders and the scribes 

came together." 

• Commentary: After the arrest, Jesus is immediately "led... to the high priest" (Caiaphas, John 

18:13). The entire Sanhedrin ("all the chief priests and the elders and the scribes") gathers 

illegally in the middle of the night for an expedited trial, showing their predetermined intent to 

condemn Him. 

• Application: Justice can be corrupted by power and prejudice. Unjust trials often occur under 

the cover of darkness and haste. 

 

Mark 14:54 

And Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest, and he 

was sitting with the guards and warming himself by the fire." 

• Commentary: While the others fled, "Peter had followed him at a distance" (showing some 

courage and loyalty, but hesitant). He enters the "courtyard of the high priest," a dangerous 

place for a disciple. His action of "sitting with the guards and warming himself by the fire" 

suggests an attempt to blend in and avoid suspicion, but places him in the very context where he 

will deny Jesus. 

• Application: Even when attempting to be loyal, compromise (like blending in with enemies) 

can lead to temptation and failure. We must be cautious about putting ourselves in situations 

where our faith might be tested beyond our immediate strength. 

 

Mark 14:55 

Now the chief priests and the whole Council were seeking testimony against Jesus to put 

him to death, but they found none. 



• Commentary: The entire Sanhedrin is assembled, actively "seeking testimony against Jesus to 

put him to death." This reveals their clear agenda: a conviction, not a fair trial. However, despite 

their efforts, "they found none" sufficient to warrant a death sentence under their law. 

• Application: The innocence of Christ is clear, even to His accusers. Wicked authorities often 

manufacture charges when they cannot find legitimate ones. 

 

Mark 14:56 

For many bore false witness against him, but their testimony did not agree." 

• Commentary: "Many bore false witness against him," indicating the desperate measures they 

took. Yet, their conspiracy failed because "their testimony did not agree" (consistent witness 

from two or three people was required by Jewish law for a capital offense, Deuteronomy 17:6; 

19:15). This highlights their incompetence and the chaotic nature of their efforts. 

• Application: False accusations often contradict each other. The truth will ultimately prevail, 

even when lies are being propagated. 

 

Mark 14:57 

And some stood up and bore false witness against him, saying, 

• Commentary: Despite the contradictions, more "false witnesses" come forward. 

 

Mark 14:58 

"We heard him say, 'I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in three days I 

will build another, not made with hands.'" 

• Commentary: These specific false witnesses misrepresent Jesus' words about the Temple (John 

2:19), where He spoke metaphorically of His body as the Temple. They twist it into a physical 

threat against Herod's Temple, which was a capital offense. The contrast between "made with 

hands" and "not made with hands" hints at Jesus' spiritual meaning versus their literal 

misinterpretation. 

• Application: Truth can be twisted and misrepresented to accuse the innocent. Misunderstanding 

or deliberately distorting spiritual truths for malicious purposes is a dangerous game. 

 

Mark 14:59 

Yet even about this their testimony did not agree." 



• Commentary: Even with this specific charge, their "testimony did not agree," indicating 

inconsistencies in their fabricated story, rendering it inadmissible for a death sentence. 

• Application: Lies crumble under scrutiny. God, in His providence, can prevent evil plots from 

succeeding even through human incompetence. 

 

Mark 14:60 

And the high priest stood up in the midst and asked Jesus, "Have you no answer to make? 

What is it that these men testify against you?" 

• Commentary: Frustrated by the failure of the false witnesses, the "high priest" (Caiaphas) 

stands up, indicating his authority and impatience. He directly challenges Jesus to respond to 

the accusations. 

• Application: When facing false accusations, it's natural to want to defend oneself. Yet, Jesus 

often chose silence in the face of injustice. 

 

Mark 14:61 

But he remained silent and made no answer. Again the high priest asked him, "Are you the 

Christ, the Son of the Blessed?" 

• Commentary: Jesus' response is striking: "he remained silent and made no answer," fulfilling 

Isaiah 53:7 ("he opened not his mouth"). This silence is a sign of His calm resolve and 

sovereign control. Frustrated, the high priest resorts to the ultimate question, a direct challenge 

to Jesus' identity, an oath before God: "Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?" "The 

Blessed" is a reverent circumlocution for God, making the question about His messianic and 

divine claim. 

• Application: Jesus' silence in the face of false accusations is a powerful witness to His 

innocence and dignity. There are times when silence is the most powerful response. The true 

confrontation comes when His identity is directly challenged. 

 

Mark 14:62 

And Jesus said, "I am, and you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power, 

and coming with the clouds of heaven." 

• Commentary: For the first time, Jesus breaks His silence and gives a direct, unequivocal 

affirmation: "I am" (Ego Eimi, echoing divine claims, John 8:58). He then combines this with a 

powerful messianic prophecy from Daniel 7:13 and Psalm 110:1: "you will see the Son of Man 

seated at the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven." This declares His 



divine authority, His future exaltation to God's right hand, and His glorious return as judge. This 

is His ultimate testimony before His accusers. 

• Application: Jesus never denied His identity, even when it meant His death. He boldly 

proclaimed His divine nature, His future glory, and His ultimate authority as judge. Our 

confession of Christ should be equally clear and unwavering. 

 

Mark 14:63 

And the high priest tore his garments and said, "What further witnesses do we need? 

• Commentary: The high priest, feigning outrage and claiming blasphemy, "tore his garments." 

This was a traditional sign of mourning or extreme distress, but here it's a theatrical gesture used 

to declare Jesus' statement as blasphemy, a capital crime. He pronounces, "What further 

witnesses do we need?" signifying his perceived success in securing a charge. 

• Application: Religious leaders can manipulate spiritual norms (like tearing garments) to 

condemn truth. They will often deem truth as blasphemy when it challenges their power or false 

beliefs. 

 

Mark 14:64 

You have heard his blasphemy. What is your decision?" And they all condemned him as 

deserving death." 

• Commentary: The high priest demands a verdict from the "Council" (Sanhedrin). "You have 

heard his blasphemy" is his biased summation. Their response is unanimous: "And they all 

condemned him as deserving death." This was an illegal verdict, as a capital conviction required 

a night's deliberation, and they met at night, which was against their own law. 

• Application: Injustice often operates with speed and without due process when there's a 

predetermined outcome. The world often condemns Christ and His followers based on their own 

biases and misinterpretations. 

 

Mark 14:65 

And some began to spit on him and to cover his face and to strike him, saying to him, 

"Prophesy!" And the guards received him with blows." 

• Commentary: Following the condemnation, Jesus is subjected to immediate abuse and 

humiliation. "Some began to spit on him" (ultimate contempt), "cover his face" (to mock His 

prophetic claims, then hit Him without Him seeing), and "strike him" physically. Their taunt, 

"Prophesy!" mocks His divine knowledge. The "guards received him with blows," joining in the 

abuse. 



• Application: Jesus endured unspeakable abuse and humiliation for our sins. He suffered 

mockery and physical violence. This reminds us of the depth of His sacrifice. 

 

Mark 14:66 

Now as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came, 

• Commentary: The narrative shifts back to Peter, still "below in the courtyard," highlighting his 

proximity to the trial and his precarious position. A "servant girl" initiates the confrontation, a 

seemingly insignificant person who will expose Peter's weakness. 

• Application: Temptation can come from unexpected sources and seemingly insignificant 

individuals. 

 

Mark 14:67 

and seeing Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said, "You also were with the 

Nazarene, Jesus." 

• Commentary: She specifically recognizes him "warming himself" (perhaps a sign of his 

attempt to blend in, or his visible distress). Her accusation is direct: "You also were with the 

Nazarene, Jesus," linking him directly to the condemned man. 

• Application: Our association with Christ can be visible, and the world will call us out. 

 

Mark 14:68 

But he denied it, saying, "I neither know nor understand what you mean." And he went out 

into the gateway and the rooster crowed." 

• Commentary: Peter's first denial is direct: "I neither know nor understand what you mean," 

feigning ignorance. He then retreats to the "gateway," perhaps seeking to escape the situation. 

At this moment, "the rooster crowed," fulfilling the first part of Jesus' prophecy (14:30). Peter, 

however, does not immediately realize it. 

• Application: The first step of denial can be subtle, an evasion of truth. God's warnings 

sometimes need repetition before we truly grasp their implications. 

 

Mark 14:69 

And the servant girl saw him and began again to say to the bystanders, "This man is one of 

them." 



• Commentary: The same "servant girl" is persistent, recognizing Peter again and making her 

accusation public to "the bystanders." She is more emphatic: "This man is one of them." 

• Application: Our past associations and spiritual identity are difficult to hide from a discerning 

world. 

 

Mark 14:70 

But again he denied it. And after a little while the bystanders again said to Peter, 

"Certainly you are one of them, for you are a Galilean." 

• Commentary: Peter's second denial is also direct. "After a little while," the "bystanders" also 

accuse him, and their accusation is more certain, noting his Galilean accent ("for you are a 

Galilean"), which distinguished their dialect. 

• Application: Our spiritual identity can often be discerned by our speech or mannerisms, 

whether we like it or not. Pressure to conform can lead to repeated denials. 

 

Mark 14:71 

But he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, "I do not know this man of whom 

you speak." 

• Commentary: Peter's third denial escalates dramatically. He "began to invoke a curse on 

himself" (implying a strong oath, perhaps invoking God's judgment on himself if he was lying) 

and "to swear," vehemently denying any knowledge of Jesus: "I do not know this man of whom 

you speak." This is the ultimate betrayal of his loyalty. 

• Application: Under extreme pressure, the flesh can lead us to drastic measures to protect 

ourselves, even to the point of denying Christ. This reveals the depths of human weakness and 

sin. 

 

Mark 14:72 

And immediately the rooster crowed a second time. And Peter remembered how Jesus had 

said to him, "Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times." And he broke 

down and wept." 

• Commentary: "Immediately" after Peter's third denial, "the rooster crowed a second time," 

fulfilling Jesus' precise prophecy (14:30). This sound triggers Peter's memory; "he remembered 

how Jesus had said to him," linking the prophecy to his present failure. The realization hits him 

profoundly: "And he broke down and wept" (epiballon eklaion, weeping bitterly, with profound 

anguish and remorse). This is a moment of genuine repentance. 



• Application: God's word often confronts us precisely when we are in the midst of our failures. 

True repentance involves deep sorrow and brokenness over our sin, recognizing how we have 

failed Christ. Despite our failures, God's grace leads to conviction and the possibility of 

restoration. 

 

Conclusion of Mark Chapter 14 

Mark Chapter 14 is a powerful and heart-wrenching account of the beginning of Jesus' passion. It 

vividly portrays the darkness of human sin and betrayal alongside the unwavering resolve and 

sacrificial love of Jesus. 

1. The Plot to Kill Jesus & The Anointing at Bethany: The chapter opens with the religious 

leaders plotting Jesus' death out of fear, contrasted with the beautiful, sacrificial act of the 

woman anointing Jesus for His burial. This highlights the stark difference between self-serving 

motives and selfless devotion. 

2. Judas's Betrayal: The intimate betrayal by Judas, one of the twelve, underscores the pervasive 

nature of sin and how greed can corrupt even those closest to Christ. Jesus' declaration of "woe" 

to Judas affirms human responsibility despite divine sovereignty. 

3. The Last Supper and the New Covenant: Jesus institutes the Lord's Supper, transforming the 

Passover into a commemoration of His own body broken and blood shed for the "new 

covenant." This act defines the meaning of His impending death as a sacrificial act for the 

forgiveness of sins and a promise of future fellowship in His kingdom. 

4. Gethsemane: Agony and Submission: Jesus' agonizing prayer in Gethsemane reveals His true 

humanity and the horrific weight of bearing the world's sin. His prayer, "not what I will, but 

what you will," is the ultimate example of submission to the Father's will, even in the face of 

immense suffering. The disciples' repeated failure to stay awake highlights human weakness 

and the need for constant watchfulness and prayer. 

5. The Arrest: Jesus bravely confronts His betrayer and captors, while His disciples scatter in 

fear, fulfilling prophecy. The detail of the fleeing young man emphasizes the chaos and danger 

of the moment. 

6. The Trial Before the Sanhedrin: Jesus undergoes an illegal, hurried, and unjust trial before the 

Sanhedrin. Despite numerous false witnesses, their testimony fails. Jesus' profound silence in 

the face of accusations, followed by His bold affirmation of His divine identity as the "Son of 

the Blessed" and the "Son of Man," leads to His condemnation for blasphemy. 

7. Peter's Denial: The narrative powerfully interweaves Jesus' trial with Peter's three denials in 

the courtyard. Peter's overconfidence leads to a spectacular fall, fulfilling Jesus' precise 

prophecy. His bitter weeping at the sound of the second rooster crow signifies deep, sorrowful 

repentance, foreshadowing his eventual restoration. 



Chapter 14 is a testament to Jesus' willing sacrifice, His divine sovereignty over all events, and His 

perfect obedience to the Father's will, even as He faces the ultimate betrayal and suffering. It also offers 

a sobering look at human weakness and failure, which, through God's grace, can lead to genuine 

repentance and future restoration. 

Mark Chapter 15: Jesus' Trial Before Pilate, Crucifixion, and 

Burial - Commentary and Application 

Overall Theme of Chapter 15: This chapter details the final stages of Jesus' passion, from His early 

morning trial before Pontius Pilate, His condemnation, the brutal scourging, the mocking by soldiers, 

the agonizing crucifixion, His death, and His burial. It emphasizes the fulfillment of prophecy, the 

immense suffering of Jesus, and the varied reactions of those around Him. 

 

Mark 15:1 

And as soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and 

scribes and the whole Council. And they bound Jesus and led him away and delivered him 

over to Pilate. 

• Commentary: "As soon as it was morning" (Friday morning, Nisan 15) signifies the urgency 

and speed with which the Jewish leaders operate. Having condemned Jesus for blasphemy (a 

religious crime), they "held a consultation" and "bound Jesus" to deliver Him to Pontius Pilate, 

the Roman governor. They had no authority to execute Him for a capital offense, so they needed 

Roman approval, which meant changing the charge to a political one (sedition against Rome). 

• Application: Evil plots often operate with speed and efficiency. Those with power may exploit 

legal systems to achieve their malicious ends. Justice is often perverted when driven by 

prejudice and fear. 

 

Mark 15:2 

And Pilate asked him, "Are you the King of the Jews?" And he answered him, "You have 

said so." 

• Commentary: Pilate's first question is political: "Are you the King of the Jews?" This was the 

charge the Sanhedrin presented to him, implying sedition. Jesus' answer, "You have said so," (or 

"It is as you say") is an affirmative yet nuanced response. It acknowledges the truth of the title 

but avoids affirming it in the purely political, earthly sense that Pilate might understand, while 

also affirming His true kingship. 

• Application: Jesus did not shy away from His identity, even when it meant condemnation. He 

allowed the truth of His kingship to stand, knowing it would lead to His death for our salvation. 

 



Mark 15:3 

The chief priests accused him of many things. 

• Commentary: The "chief priests" (the primary accusers) relentlessly "accused him of many 

things," hoping that a barrage of charges would stick. This highlights their intense malice and 

determination to secure His execution. 

• Application: When facing false accusations, prepare for a relentless onslaught of distorted 

truths and outright lies. Jesus endured this for our sake. 

 

Mark 15:4 

And Pilate again asked him, "Have you no answer to make? See how many charges they 

bring against you." 

• Commentary: Pilate is surprised by Jesus' silence in the face of so many accusations, 

indicating Jesus' calm demeanor. He prompts Jesus to respond, perhaps sensing the injustice or 

hoping for a clearer defense. 

• Application: Jesus' silence in the face of false charges (fulfilling Isaiah 53:7) demonstrates His 

sovereign control and His willingness to suffer injustice for our salvation. Sometimes silence is 

the most powerful answer. 

 

Mark 15:5 

But Jesus made no further answer, so that Pilate was amazed. 

• Commentary: Jesus "made no further answer," continuing His powerful silence. This silence is 

so remarkable that "Pilate was amazed," perhaps encountering someone utterly unlike any 

criminal he had ever judged. 

• Application: Jesus' quiet dignity and lack of self-defense speak volumes about His character 

and His purpose. He was not a victim caught off guard, but the Lamb led to slaughter. 

 

Mark 15:6 

Now at the feast he used to release for them one prisoner for whom they asked. 

• Commentary: This verse explains the "Passover amnesty" custom, where the Roman governor 

would release a prisoner, often to appease the Jewish populace during the feast. Pilate uses this 

custom to try and avoid condemning Jesus. 

• Application: Even in human systems of injustice, there can be unexpected avenues that God 

uses (or that people try to use) to influence outcomes. 



 

Mark 15:7 

And among the rebels in prison, who had committed murder in the insurrection, there was a 

man called Barabbas. 

• Commentary: Mark identifies "Barabbas" as a hardened criminal: "among the rebels in 

prison," who "had committed murder in the insurrection." He was a violent revolutionary, the 

antithesis of Jesus, a political criminal. 

• Application: Jesus was exchanged for a murderer, highlighting the profound substitutionary 

atonement: the innocent for the guilty, the Christ for the rebel. 

 

Mark 15:8 

And the crowd came up and began to ask Pilate to do as he usually did for them. 

• Commentary: The "crowd" (likely influenced by the religious leaders) actively pushes Pilate to 

observe the custom, creating pressure on him. 

• Application: Public opinion can be easily swayed and manipulated by malicious leaders, 

leading to unjust outcomes. 

 

Mark 15:9 

And Pilate answered them, "Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?" 

• Commentary: Pilate attempts to use the custom to save Jesus, perhaps hoping the crowd would 

prefer to free a "king" over a violent rebel. He uses Jesus' title, "the King of the Jews," to 

emphasize the stark choice. 

• Application: Human leaders often try to compromise or find convenient solutions to avoid 

direct confrontation with evil. 

 

Mark 15:10 

For he perceived that it was out of envy that the chief priests had delivered him up. 

• Commentary: Pilate, a worldly politician, shrewdly "perceived that it was out of envy that the 

chief priests had delivered him up." He recognized their true, petty, and malicious motives, not a 

genuine concern for justice or Roman law. This makes his subsequent decision even more 

morally reprehensible. 

• Application: Sin often stems from deep-seated envy and jealousy. Worldly leaders, even if they 

discern truth, may choose to sacrifice justice for political expediency. 



 

Mark 15:11 

But the chief priests incited the crowd to ask him to release Barabbas for them instead. 

• Commentary: The "chief priests" actively "incited the crowd," manipulating their sentiments 

and leading them to choose "Barabbas instead." This demonstrates their powerful influence over 

the populace. 

• Application: Unscrupulous religious and political leaders can manipulate masses to demand 

unrighteous actions. 

 

Mark 15:12 

And Pilate again said to them, "Then what shall I do with the man you call the King of the 

Jews?" 

• Commentary: Pilate makes a final attempt to reason with the crowd, reiterating the charge and 

placing the burden of decision on them. 

• Application: The question "What will you do with Jesus?" is a fundamental question for every 

person. Our response to Christ determines our destiny. 

 

Mark 15:13 

And they cried out again, "Crucify him!" 

• Commentary: The manipulated crowd, now inflamed, shouts the ultimate demand: "Crucify 

him!" This is a cruel, public, and agonizing form of Roman execution, reserved for rebels and 

the lowest criminals. 

• Application: The swift shift in public opinion, from "Hosanna" to "Crucify him," reveals the 

fickle nature of human popularity and the destructive power of mob mentality. 

 

Mark 15:14 

And Pilate said to them, "Why? What evil has he done?" But they shouted all the more, 

"Crucify him!" 

• Commentary: Pilate makes a weak attempt to reason with them, acknowledging Jesus' 

apparent innocence ("What evil has he done?"). But the crowd's irrational rage is now beyond 

reason; "they shouted all the more." 

• Application: Unreasoning hatred will not be swayed by logic or innocence. It simply seeks to 

destroy. 



 

Mark 15:15 

So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released for them Barabbas, and after flogging 

Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified. 

• Commentary: Pilate capitulates. His motive is clear: "wishing to satisfy the crowd." He 

releases "Barabbas" (the guilty one) and condemns "Jesus" (the innocent one). He orders Jesus 

"flogged" (scourged), a brutal beating with a whip often embedded with bone or metal, designed 

to tear the flesh and weaken the victim before crucifixion. This was part of the Roman 

execution process. 

• Application: Political expediency often triumphs over justice. Pilate's moral cowardice is a 

stark example of prioritizing self-preservation over righteousness. Jesus endured immense 

physical suffering as part of His atoning sacrifice. 

 

Mark 15:16 

And the soldiers led him away inside the palace (that is, the Praetorium) and they called 

together the whole battalion. 

• Commentary: The "soldiers" take Jesus "inside the palace" (the Praetorium), the governor's 

official residence. They "called together the whole battalion" (a large unit, possibly 600 

soldiers), gathering them for the purpose of mocking Jesus. 

• Application: Jesus' suffering was public and involved immense humiliation, not just physical 

pain. 

 

Mark 15:17 

And they clothed him in a purple cloak, and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it 

on him. 

• Commentary: The soldiers begin their cruel mockery. They clothe Him in a "purple cloak" (the 

color of royalty), and weave a "crown of thorns," pressing it onto His head, inflicting pain while 

mocking His claim to kingship. 

• Application: Jesus endured mockery and humiliation, being derided as a "king" only to be 

stripped of all dignity. He wore the crown of thorns so we could wear a crown of life. 

 

Mark 15:18 

And they began to salute him, "Hail, King of the Jews!" 



• Commentary: Their "salute," "Hail, King of the Jews!" is sarcastic and designed to further 

ridicule Him, twisting His messianic title into an object of scorn. 

• Application: The world often mocks what it does not understand, especially divine authority 

and kingship. 

 

Mark 15:19 

And they were striking his head with a reed and spitting on him and kneeling before him in 

homage. 

• Commentary: The mockery escalates to physical abuse and further humiliation. They "striking 

his head with a reed" (likely a staff, pressing the thorns deeper), "spitting on him" (ultimate 

contempt), and "kneeling before him in homage" (mock worship, ridiculing His kingship). 

• Application: Jesus endured extreme physical and emotional abuse, experiencing the depths of 

human cruelty for our redemption. 

 

Mark 15:20 

And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own 

clothes on him, and they led him out to crucify him. 

• Commentary: After their prolonged mockery, they strip Him of the "purple cloak" and put "his 

own clothes on him." The brutal process continues as "they led him out to crucify him." This is 

the journey to Golgotha, the place of execution. 

• Application: Jesus walked the road of suffering for us. He faced His death with resolute 

determination, fulfilling prophecy. 

 

Mark 15:21 

And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, the 

father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross. 

• Commentary: Jesus, weakened by the scourging and abuse, is unable to carry the full 

crossbeam himself (as was customary). The Roman soldiers "compelled a passerby, Simon of 

Cyrene," (from North Africa, possibly a pilgrim) to "carry his cross." Mark uniquely identifies 

Simon's sons, "Alexander and Rufus," suggesting they were known in the early Christian 

community, implying Simon or his family became believers as a result of this encounter. 

• Application: Even in His weakest moment, Jesus allows another to bear His burden, 

foreshadowing our call to take up our own cross and follow Him. God can use unexpected 

individuals in moments of profound significance, and their lives can be transformed by 

proximity to Christ's suffering. 



 

Mark 15:22 

And they brought him to the place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull)." 

• Commentary: They arrive at "Golgotha," the "Place of a Skull," outside the city walls. This 

name might refer to its shape or to it being a place of execution. 

• Application: The journey to salvation leads through a place of death and suffering. 

 

Mark 15:23 

And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. 

• Commentary: They offer Jesus "wine mixed with myrrh," a pain-dulling sedative often given 

to those being crucified. "But he did not take it." This demonstrates His conscious willingness 

to endure the full agony of the cross, without any numbing, ensuring His sacrifice was complete 

and fully experienced. 

• Application: Jesus deliberately chose to experience the full extent of His suffering for us, both 

physically and spiritually. He did not seek to lessen the pain of atonement. 

 

Mark 15:24 

And they crucified him and divided his garments among them, casting lots for them, to 

decide what each should take. 

• Commentary: The central act: "And they crucified him." This involved nailing Him to the 

cross. The soldiers then "divided his garments among them, casting lots for them," directly 

fulfilling Psalm 22:18, a specific prophecy of the Messiah's crucifixion. 

• Application: The crucifixion was a public, agonizing, and humiliating death. Even in His final 

moments, Jesus' humiliation fulfilled specific prophecies, demonstrating God's sovereign 

control over every detail of His redemptive plan. 

 

Mark 15:25 

And it was the third hour when they crucified him. 

• Commentary: "The third hour" is 9:00 AM in modern reckoning. This indicates the precise 

time of the crucifixion. 

• Application: God's timing is perfect and precise, even in the details of Christ's suffering. 

 



Mark 15:26 

And the inscription of the charge against him read, "The King of the Jews." 

• Commentary: A titulus (inscription) was typically placed on the cross stating the prisoner's 

crime. The "inscription" read, "The King of the Jews," the very charge Pilate questioned. This 

was likely intended as a mockery by Pilate, but it was also a divine declaration of Jesus' true 

identity. 

• Application: Even the instruments of mockery became declarations of truth. Jesus was indeed 

the King, executed for our rebellion against the true King. 

 

Mark 15:27 

With him they crucified two robbers, one on his right and one on his left. 

• Commentary: Jesus is crucified "with two robbers" (or revolutionaries), placing Him among 

common criminals, fulfilling Isaiah 53:12 ("He was numbered with the transgressors"). 

• Application: Jesus identified with sinners, dying among them, though perfectly innocent, so 

that we might be numbered among the righteous. 

 

Mark 15:28 

(And the Scripture was fulfilled that says, "He was numbered with the transgressors.") 

• Commentary: This verse explicitly states the fulfillment of Isaiah 53:12, a parenthetical note 

added by the evangelist to ensure the reader understands the prophetic significance. (Note: This 

verse is present in some manuscripts but omitted in others. If your Bible includes it, it 

underscores the prophetic fulfillment.) 

• Application: Every detail of Jesus' suffering, even His positioning, was part of God's sovereign 

plan to fulfill prophecy and accomplish salvation. 

 

Mark 15:29 

And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads and saying, "Aha! You who 

would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, 

• Commentary: Even as He hung dying, "those who passed by derided him," joining the 

mockery. "Wagging their heads" was a gesture of contempt (Psalm 22:7). They mock His earlier 

statement about the Temple, twisting His words (cf. 14:58), showing their continued 

misunderstanding and hostility. 



• Application: Jesus endured relentless mockery and scorn, a profound emotional suffering, even 

from casual observers. He bore this for our sake. 

 

Mark 15:30 

save yourself, and come down from the cross!" 

• Commentary: Their taunt is a challenge to His power: "save yourself, and come down from the 

cross!" This exposes their fundamental misunderstanding: if He saved Himself, He could not 

save us. His refusal to come down proves His divine love and redemptive purpose. 

• Application: Jesus' power was demonstrated not by avoiding the cross, but by enduring it for 

the sake of our salvation. He loved us too much to save Himself. 

 

Mark 15:31 

So also the chief priests with the scribes mocked him to one another, saying, "He saved 

others; he cannot save himself." 

• Commentary: The "chief priests with the scribes," the very ones who condemned Him, join in 

the mockery. Their sarcastic statement, "He saved others; he cannot save himself," is ironically 

true in a redemptive sense. He chose not to save Himself so that He could save others. 

• Application: The very words of His enemies unwittingly declared a profound theological truth 

about His mission. His inability to save Himself was the very means by which He saved 

humanity. 

 

Mark 15:32 

"Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross that we may see and 

believe." Those who were crucified with him also reviled him. 

• Commentary: Their ultimate taunt is a challenge to His messianic identity: "Let the Christ, the 

King of Israel, come down now from the cross that we may see and believe." They demand a 

sign on their terms, but true faith does not demand signs from a suffering Savior. Even "Those 

who were crucified with him also reviled him" (though Luke 23:39-43 indicates one of them 

repented). 

• Application: Unbelief demands proof on its own terms, refusing to see the truth of Christ in His 

suffering. Jesus' humiliation and death were the ultimate display of His saving power, not a sign 

of weakness. 

 

Mark 15:33 



And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth 

hour. 

• Commentary: "The sixth hour" is 12:00 PM. From this point until "the ninth hour" (3:00 PM), 

a supernatural "darkness" falls "over the whole land." This is not a natural eclipse but a divine 

sign, symbolizing God's judgment on sin, the horror of the crucifixion, and the withdrawal of 

God's face from His Son as He bore the world's sin. 

• Application: The cosmic darkness reflects the spiritual darkness and agony of Christ as He bore 

the wrath of God for our sins. It signifies the immense spiritual battle and suffering of 

atonement. 

 

Mark 15:34 

And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?" which 

means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" 

• Commentary: At "the ninth hour" (3:00 PM), Jesus cries out "with a loud voice" in Aramaic 

(Mark preserves the original words), quoting Psalm 22:1. This is His most profound cry of 

agony. "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" expresses the spiritual desolation of 

Jesus as He, the sinless Son, experiences the full weight of God's wrath against sin, a temporary 

but agonizing separation from the Father as He becomes sin for us (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

• Application: This is the heart of the atonement: Jesus, truly God and truly man, experienced 

profound spiritual abandonment as He bore our sin and guilt. He endured this separation so that 

we might never be forsaken by God. 

 

Mark 15:35 

And some of the bystanders hearing it said, "Look, he is calling Elijah." 

• Commentary: Some of the "bystanders" misunderstand or deliberately misinterpret His cry, 

thinking He is calling for "Elijah." Jewish tradition held that Elijah would appear before the 

Messiah or help those in distress. This shows their continued spiritual blindness. 

• Application: Even the most sacred moments can be misinterpreted by those who lack spiritual 

understanding or who are hardened in their hearts. 

 

Mark 15:36 

And someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed and gave it to him to 

drink, saying, "Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down." 



• Commentary: Someone, perhaps with a mix of pity and curiosity, offers Him "sour wine" 

(posca, a common, cheap drink) on a "reed." They do so with lingering sarcasm: "Wait, let us 

see whether Elijah will come to take him down," still hoping for a dramatic rescue and mocking 

His messianic claims. 

• Application: Even small acts of "kindness" in such contexts can be mingled with mockery or a 

desire for sensationalism. 

 

Mark 15:37 

And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. 

• Commentary: After the cry of dereliction, Jesus utters "a loud cry" (often interpreted as a cry 

of triumph or victory, "It is finished!" in John 19:30). Then, "he breathed his last," meaning He 

died. His death was not a passive surrender but an active giving up of His spirit, demonstrating 

His sovereign control over His life and death. 

• Application: Jesus' death was a voluntary act, a triumphant completion of His mission. It 

marked the supreme sacrifice for our redemption. 

 

Mark 15:38 

And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 

• Commentary: Immediately upon Jesus' death, a profound symbolic event occurs: "the curtain 

of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom." This was the thick, heavy veil separating the 

Holy Place from the Most Holy Place, where God's presence dwelt. Its tearing signifies that the 

way to God, previously restricted to the high priest once a year, is now supernaturally opened 

("from top to bottom" implies divine, not human, action) through Christ's sacrifice. 

• Application: Jesus' death provides direct access to God for all believers. The old system of 

sacrifice and separation is abolished; we can now boldly approach the throne of grace through 

Him. 

 

Mark 15:39 

And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he 

said, "Truly this man was the Son of God!" 

• Commentary: The Roman "centurion," a hardened professional soldier overseeing the 

execution, is the first human witness to make a profound confession. "Who stood facing him" 

indicates he had a direct view of Jesus' dignified death and the supernatural events (darkness, 

cry, curtain). His exclamation, "Truly this man was the Son of God!" (or "a son of God"), is a 

remarkable declaration from a Gentile, recognizing Jesus' divine nature. 



• Application: Even those hardened by violence can be moved and converted by the power of 

Christ's death. The cross is a powerful testimony that compels even unbelievers to acknowledge 

Jesus' divine identity. 

 

Mark 15:40 

There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary Magdalene, 

and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome, 

• Commentary: In contrast to the fleeing disciples, "women" remain "looking on from a 

distance," showing their loyalty and faithfulness even in despair. Mark specifically names 

"Mary Magdalene," "Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses" (perhaps Jesus' aunt, 

cf. John 19:25), and "Salome" (mother of James and John, Matthew 27:56). 

• Application: Even when others abandon Christ, faithful women (and men) remain, bearing 

witness to His suffering. True devotion endures through pain and despair. 

 

Mark 15:41 

who, when he was in Galilee, followed him and ministered to him, and many other women 

who came up with him to Jerusalem. 

• Commentary: Mark highlights their past faithful service: "who, when he was in Galilee, 

followed him and ministered to him." This shows their consistent devotion from His early 

ministry to His death. "Many other women" were also present. 

• Application: Loyalty and service to Christ should be a consistent pattern in our lives, not just 

fair-weather devotion. 

 

Mark 15:42 

And when evening had come, since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before the 

Sabbath, 

• Commentary: "When evening had come" (Friday afternoon), Jesus' body needed to be taken 

down before the Sabbath began at sunset ("the day of Preparation, that is, the day before the 

Sabbath"). Jewish law forbade leaving a body exposed on the Sabbath. 

• Application: Even in death, Jesus' body was subject to the constraints of the Jewish law, 

indicating His complete identification with humanity. 

 

Mark 15:43 



Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the Council, who was also himself looking for 

the kingdom of God, came boldly to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 

• Commentary: A new, unexpected character emerges: "Joseph of Arimathea." He is a "respected 

member of the Council" (Sanhedrin), meaning he was among Jesus' condemnors, but secretly a 

follower ("looking for the kingdom of God"). He takes a remarkable risk, "came boldly to 

Pilate" (risking his reputation and safety) and "asked for the body of Jesus," an act of great 

compassion and devotion. 

• Application: Even in the midst of hostility, God raises up unexpected allies and believers. 

Courage in faith can lead us to take significant risks for Christ, especially in His time of need. 

 

Mark 15:44 

Pilate was surprised to hear that he had already died. And summoning the centurion, he 

asked him whether he was already dead. 

• Commentary: Pilate is "surprised to hear that he had already died," as crucifixion often took 

days. He confirms Jesus' death with "the centurion," who would have first-hand knowledge. 

This confirms Jesus' physical death, not a swoon. 

• Application: The quickness of Jesus' death, while a testament to His immense suffering, also 

ensures the certainty of His death and thus the reality of His resurrection. 

 

Mark 15:45 

And when he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. 

• Commentary: Upon receiving confirmation, Pilate "granted the body to Joseph," signifying the 

completion of his official role in the crucifixion and allowing Jesus' burial. 

• Application: God orchestrates even the actions of unrighteous authorities to fulfill His 

purposes. 

 

Mark 15:46 

And Joseph bought a linen shroud, and taking him down, wrapped him in the linen shroud 

and laid him in a tomb that had been cut out of the rock. And he rolled a stone against the 

entrance of the tomb." 

• Commentary: Joseph provides a "linen shroud," takes Jesus "down" from the cross, "wrapped 

him" carefully, and "laid him in a tomb that had been cut out of the rock" (a new, unused tomb, 

fulfilling Isaiah 53:9). He then "rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb," sealing it. This 

is a hurried but reverent burial. 



• Application: Jesus' burial, a necessary step between His death and resurrection, was cared for 

by a compassionate, wealthy follower. The sealed tomb sets the stage for the miraculous 

resurrection. 

 

Mark 15:47 

Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was laid." 

• Commentary: The faithful "Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses" are present and 

"saw where he was laid." Their presence is crucial, as they are eyewitnesses to the burial site, 

which will be important for the resurrection account. 

• Application: Witnesses to the death and burial of Jesus provide undeniable evidence for the 

historical reality of these events, strengthening the truth of the resurrection. Their loyalty even 

to the dead body of Jesus is a testament to their love. 

 

Conclusion of Mark Chapter 15 

Mark Chapter 15 is a solemn and powerful account of the central event of the Christian faith: the 

crucifixion and burial of Jesus Christ. It underscores the depth of His suffering, the fulfillment of 

prophecy, and the triumph of God's redemptive plan amidst human sin and injustice. 

1. Trial Before Pilate: Jesus, though innocent, is unjustly condemned by Pilate, who succumbs to 

political pressure and the manipulation of the Jewish leaders. Jesus' majestic silence and His 

brief, kingly affirmations expose the spiritual blindness and malice of His accusers. 

2. The Scourging and Mockery: Jesus endures extreme physical brutality and relentless mockery 

from the Roman soldiers, who ridicule His kingship. This highlights the profound humiliation 

and suffering He bore for humanity. 

3. The Crucifixion: Jesus is led to Golgotha and crucified between two criminals, fulfilling 

prophecy. He refuses pain-dulling wine, choosing to fully experience the agony. The inscription 

on the cross, "The King of the Jews," though intended as mockery, declares His true identity. 

4. Suffering and Spiritual Desolation: From noon to 3 PM, supernatural darkness covers the 

land, symbolizing God's judgment and the spiritual agony of Jesus. His cry, "My God, my God, 

why have you forsaken me?" reveals the profound spiritual separation He endured as He bore 

the world's sin. 

5. The Victorious Death and Its Aftermath: Jesus' death is a deliberate, victorious cry. 

Immediately, the Temple curtain is torn, signifying open access to God through His sacrifice. 

The centurion's confession, "Truly this man was the Son of God!" is a powerful, Gentile 

affirmation of His divine identity, underscoring the universal impact of the cross. 



6. The Burial: Joseph of Arimathea, a secret disciple, boldly steps forward to provide a respectful 

burial for Jesus' body, placing it in a rock-cut tomb. Faithful women witness the burial, ensuring 

the location is known for the resurrection. 

Chapter 15 relentlessly portrays the suffering and death of the Son of God, not as a tragedy, but as the 

deliberate, prophetical fulfillment of God's plan for human salvation. It demonstrates the depth of 

divine love, the power of sin, and the unexpected ways in which God uses human choices—both good 

and evil—to accomplish His ultimate purpose. The chapter ends with Jesus in the tomb, setting the 

stage for the glorious and miraculous event of Chapter 16. 

Mark Chapter 16: The Resurrection and Great Commission - 

Commentary and Application 

Overall Theme of Chapter 16: This chapter presents the most pivotal event in Christian history: the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. It focuses on the discovery of the empty tomb, the angelic 

message of resurrection, Jesus' appearances to His disciples, and His final commission to them before 

His ascension. There is an important textual note regarding the "long ending" of Mark (verses 9-20), 

which we will address. 

 

Mark 16:1 

When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome 

bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 

• Commentary: The setting is "When the Sabbath was past" (Saturday evening, after sunset, 

making it Sunday morning, the first day of the week). The same loyal women from the 

crucifixion ("Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome") demonstrate their 

continued devotion. They "bought spices" intending to "anoint him" (to complete the burial rites 

that had been hurried due to the Sabbath). Their intention highlights their love and their belief 

that Jesus was still dead. 

• Application: Even in profound grief, love and devotion can drive us to serve. These women, 

though not expecting resurrection, faithfully perform an act of love, and in doing so, become the 

first witnesses to the empty tomb. 

 

Mark 16:2 

And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 

• Commentary: The time is "very early on the first day of the week" (Sunday morning), "when 

the sun had risen." This specifies the timing of their arrival at the tomb. 

• Application: The resurrection of Jesus happened on the first day of the week, establishing 

Sunday as the Lord's Day for Christian worship, signifying new creation and new life in Christ. 



 

Mark 16:3 

And they were saying to one another, "Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance 

of the tomb?" 

• Commentary: As they approach, a practical concern arises: the "stone" that sealed the tomb 

was very large and heavy (cf. Mark 15:46). Their question reveals their expectation that Jesus' 

body would still be inside the tomb, further emphasizing their lack of expectation of 

resurrection. 

• Application: We often face obstacles that seem insurmountable in our own strength. The 

women's concern about the stone foreshadows the miraculous removal of obstacles when God 

acts. 

 

Mark 16:4 

And looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back—it was very large. 

• Commentary: Their concern is immediately answered: "And looking up, they saw that the 

stone had been rolled back." The parenthetical note, "it was very large," underscores the 

impossibility of human effort alone and hints at a supernatural intervention. 

• Application: God often removes the very obstacles we worry about, even before we get there. 

The rolled-away stone signifies that death could not hold Jesus. 

 

Mark 16:5 

And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white 

robe, and they were alarmed. 

• Commentary: The women, driven by curiosity and courage, "entering the tomb." Inside, they 

see "a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe." This figure is an angel, his 

appearance signifying divine authority and purity. Their reaction is understandable: "they were 

alarmed" (terrified or astonished). 

• Application: Encountering the supernatural presence of God often evokes awe and fear. God 

often uses angelic messengers to reveal profound truths. 

 

Mark 16:6 

And he said to them, "Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. 

He has risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid him. 



• Commentary: The angel's first words are comforting: "Do not be alarmed." He confirms their 

intent: "You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified." Then comes the earth-shattering news: 

"He has risen; he is not here." This is the core message of the gospel. He then invites them to 

"See the place where they laid him," providing empirical evidence of the empty tomb. 

• Application: The central message of Christianity is the bodily resurrection of Jesus. The empty 

tomb is historical proof. We are called to share this good news: Jesus is not dead, but alive! 

 

Mark 16:7 

But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see 

him, just as he told you." 

• Commentary: The angel gives specific instructions: "go, tell his disciples and Peter." The 

special mention of "Peter" is significant, emphasizing Jesus' grace and restoration for the 

disciple who denied Him three times. The message includes a clear direction: "he is going 

before you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you" (referencing Mark 14:28). 

This assures them of a reunion and confirms Jesus' prophetic reliability. 

• Application: The good news of the resurrection is meant to be shared. Jesus' grace extends to 

those who have failed Him. We can trust His promises and expect to encounter Him as He 

directs us. 

 

Mark 16:8 

And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had seized them, 

and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid." 

• Commentary: The women's immediate reaction is to "flee from the tomb," overwhelmed by 

"trembling and astonishment." This fear (phobos kai ekstasis, profound awe and terror) is so 

intense that "they said nothing to anyone," at least initially. This abrupt ending in the shortest 

and earliest manuscripts of Mark's Gospel has led to much discussion. 

• Application: Even good news of this magnitude can initially be overwhelming and frightening. 

The initial silence of the women highlights the profound impact of this supernatural event. (The 

historical fact is that they did eventually tell, as the rest of the New Testament bears out.) 

 

 

[Important Textual Note: Mark 16:9-20 - The Longer Ending of Mark] 

Most modern critical editions of the New Testament (and many Bible translations) include a note or 

bracket the verses from 9-20, indicating that they are not found in the earliest and most reliable Greek 

manuscripts of Mark. 



• Short Ending (found in Vaticanus, Sinaiticus, etc.): Ends at verse 8 ("for they were afraid."). 

• Longer Ending (found in most later manuscripts, including Textus Receptus): Includes 

verses 9-20. 

• Shorter Ending: A few manuscripts have a shorter ending that states the women delivered the 

message to Peter and his companions. 

While the authorship and originality of verses 9-20 are debated, the content is generally consistent with 

what is taught elsewhere in the New Testament (e.g., Jesus' appearances, the Great Commission). Many 

scholars believe it was added later to provide a more complete narrative, perhaps drawing from other 

gospel traditions. 

For the purpose of this commentary, we will proceed with verses 9-20, acknowledging their debated 

textual status. 

 

Mark 16:9 

Now when he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, 

from whom he had cast out seven demons. 

• Commentary (Longer Ending): This verse picks up the narrative after the resurrection. Jesus 

"appeared first to Mary Magdalene," emphasizing the privilege given to this devoted woman 

(John 20:11-18 provides more detail). The mention "from whom he had cast out seven demons" 

reminds the reader of her past state and the profound transformation Jesus brought to her life, 

highlighting His grace. 

• Application: Jesus often reveals Himself first to the most humble and devoted. His grace can 

transform the most broken lives. 

 

Mark 16:10 

She went and told those who had been with him, as they mourned and wept. 

• Commentary (Longer Ending): Mary Magdalene, having encountered the risen Christ, 

immediately "went and told those who had been with him." Their current state is one of 

"mourned and wept," reflecting their deep sorrow and despair over Jesus' death, and their lack 

of expectation of His resurrection. 

• Application: The initial response to good news, especially when it contradicts deeply held 

despair, can be difficult for others to accept. 

 

Mark 16:11 

But when they heard that he was alive and had been seen by her, they would not believe it. 



• Commentary (Longer Ending): Despite Mary's testimony, the disciples "would not believe it." 

Their grief and preconceived notions prevented them from accepting the astounding truth of the 

resurrection. This underscores the need for divine intervention to open eyes of faith. 

• Application: Unbelief can be stubborn, even in the face of eyewitness testimony. It is often 

harder to believe truly good news than bad news. 

 

Mark 16:12 

After these things he appeared in another form to two of them, as they were walking into the 

country. 

• Commentary (Longer Ending): This refers to Jesus' appearance to the two disciples on the 

road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35). He appeared to them "in another form," meaning they did not 

immediately recognize Him, allowing for the powerful reveal later. 

• Application: Jesus can reveal Himself in unexpected ways and to individuals who are wrestling 

with their faith. 

 

Mark 16:13 

And they went back and told the rest, but they did not believe even them. 

• Commentary (Longer Ending): These two disciples returned to Jerusalem and "told the rest" 

(the larger group of disciples). Yet, even with this second set of eyewitnesses, the disciples "did 

not believe even them." This emphasizes the profound skepticism and hardness of heart that 

Jesus' resurrection had to overcome. 

• Application: Evidence for the resurrection was abundant, yet faith was still required. Stubborn 

unbelief can persist even when multiple witnesses confirm the truth. 

 

Mark 16:14 

Afterward he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were reclining at table, and he 

rebuked them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not believed those 

who saw him after he had risen. 

• Commentary (Longer Ending): Finally, Jesus "appeared to the eleven themselves" (Judas was 

gone, but Thomas was sometimes absent). This was a direct, unmistakable appearance. He 

"rebuked them for their unbelief and hardness of heart," a strong condemnation of their 

stubborn refusal to believe the multiple testimonies of His resurrection. 

• Application: Jesus is not afraid to confront our unbelief and hardness of heart. He desires for us 

to trust His Word and the testimony of His witnesses. 

 



Mark 16:15 

And he said to them, "Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation." 

• Commentary (Longer Ending): This is the Great Commission, a fundamental mandate for 

the Church. Jesus commands His disciples to "Go into all the world" (a universal mission) and 

"proclaim the gospel" (the good news of His death, burial, and resurrection) "to the whole 

creation" (every person and people group). 

• Application: The risen Christ commissions His followers to spread the good news of salvation 

globally. This is the overarching mission of the Church. 

 

Mark 16:16 

"Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be 

condemned." 

• Commentary (Longer Ending): Jesus defines the path to salvation: "Whoever believes" (in 

Him and His work) "and is baptized" (as an outward sign of inward faith and identification with 

Christ) "will be saved." The consequence of unbelief is severe: "but whoever does not believe 

will be condemned." Baptism is linked to belief as an outward confession, not as the sole means 

of salvation. Unbelief, not the lack of baptism, leads to condemnation. 

• Application: Salvation is by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. Baptism is an important step of 

obedience and public declaration for believers. The choice to believe or disbelieve in Christ 

determines our eternal destiny. 

 

Mark 16:17 

"And these signs will accompany those who believe: in my name they will cast out demons; 

they will speak in new tongues; 

• Commentary (Longer Ending): Jesus promises "signs" that will "accompany those who 

believe," indicating a divine authentication of the gospel message. These include "cast out 

demons" (demonstrating Christ's victory over spiritual evil) and "speak in new tongues" 

(supernaturally speaking unlearned languages, as seen in Acts 2). 

• Application: The power of God is evident in the ministry of believers. Spiritual authority over 

evil and divine empowerment for global witness (through languages) are gifts given by the 

Spirit to advance the Kingdom. These signs are given to confirm the word proclaimed. 

 

Mark 16:18 

they will pick up serpents with their hands; and if they drink any deadly poison, it will not 

hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover." 



• Commentary (Longer Ending): The promised signs continue: "pick up serpents with their 

hands" and "drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt them" (supernatural protection from harm, 

seen in Acts 28:3-6 with Paul and the viper). Finally, "they will lay hands on the sick, and they 

will recover" (divine healing, prominent in Acts). These are extraordinary manifestations of 

God's power through His followers. 

• Application: God's power is limitless and can manifest in miraculous ways to further His 

kingdom and authenticate the gospel. These are not promises for every believer in every 

situation, but general promises of divine empowerment and protection for the spread of the 

gospel, often seen most powerfully in pioneer missionary contexts. 

 

Mark 16:19 

So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and sat down 

at the right hand of God. 

• Commentary (Longer Ending): After delivering His commission, "the Lord Jesus... was taken 

up into heaven" (the Ascension, Acts 1:9-11). His final position is one of ultimate authority and 

triumph: "sat down at the right hand of God," signifying His completed redemptive work and 

His enthronement as sovereign King. 

• Application: Jesus' ascension confirms His victory and His supreme authority over all creation. 

He is now interceding for us and reigning until His return. 

 

Mark 16:20 

And they went out and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and 

confirmed the message by accompanying signs." 

• Commentary (Longer Ending): This verse summarizes the disciples' obedience and the early 

Church's mission: "And they went out and preached everywhere" (fulfilling the Great 

Commission). Crucially, "the Lord worked with them" (His continued presence and power, 

despite His physical absence) "and confirmed the message by accompanying signs" (validating 

the promises in verses 17-18, confirming the truth of their message). 

• Application: The early Church's success was not due to human effort alone, but to the Lord's 

active presence and power. As we fulfill the Great Commission, we can trust that Christ works 

with us, confirming His Word through various means, including powerful demonstrations of His 

presence. 

 

Conclusion of Mark Chapter 16 

Mark Chapter 16 brings the Gospel to its glorious and triumphant climax: the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. 



The Empty Tomb (Verses 1-8): The chapter begins with the loyal women going to anoint Jesus' dead 

body, only to find the massive stone rolled away and the tomb empty. An angel delivers the astounding 

news: "He has risen; he is not here!" and gives instructions for the disciples (including Peter) to meet 

Jesus in Galilee. The women, overwhelmed by fear and astonishment, flee the tomb in silence. This 

abrupt ending in the earliest manuscripts leaves the reader in awe and anticipation, emphasizing the 

sheer power and unexpectedness of the resurrection. 

The Longer Ending (Verses 9-20) - Though Textually Debated: This section provides further details, 

consistent with other Gospels and Acts: 

• Appearances to Disciples: Jesus appears first to Mary Magdalene, then to two disciples on the 

road to Emmaus, and finally to the Eleven, rebuking them for their persistent unbelief. This 

highlights the reality of His physical resurrection and the disciples' initial skepticism, which 

makes their later faith all the more powerful. 

• The Great Commission: Jesus gives the universal mandate to "Go into all the world and 

proclaim the gospel to the whole creation," emphasizing belief and baptism for salvation, and 

condemnation for unbelief. 

• Accompanying Signs: Jesus promises that various supernatural signs (casting out demons, 

speaking in tongues, divine protection, healing) will accompany believers as they preach the 

gospel, authenticating their message. 

• Ascension and Empowerment: The chapter concludes with Jesus' ascension into heaven, 

where He sits at the right hand of God, signifying His ultimate authority. The disciples then go 

out to preach everywhere, empowered by the Lord's presence and accompanying signs that 

confirm His message. 

Mark's Gospel, whether in its shorter or longer form, powerfully concludes with the resurrection, the 

ultimate proof of Jesus' identity and the foundation of Christian faith. It transitions from the suffering 

servant to the reigning Lord, who commissions His followers to continue His work, assured by His 

power and presence until His glorious return. The message is clear: Jesus is alive, and His mission 

continues through His Church. 

Conclusion to the Book of Mark: The Urgency of the Suffering 

Servant 

The Gospel of Mark is a dynamic, fast-paced, and profoundly impactful account of the life, ministry, 

death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. From its immediate opening declaration of "The beginning of 

the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God" (Mark 1:1), Mark wastes no time in plunging the reader into 

the action, driven by the recurring adverb "immediately" (euthys), which propels the narrative forward 

with a sense of divine urgency. 

Mark's primary purpose is to present Jesus as the Son of God, demonstrating His unparalleled 

authority and power over disease, demons, nature, and even death itself. Yet, woven throughout this 

display of divine might is the profound and often misunderstood truth of Jesus as the Suffering 



Servant (a theme deeply rooted in Isaiah). This paradox is central to Mark's message: the Messiah's 

path to glory is through suffering and sacrifice. 

Throughout the Gospel, several key themes emerge: 

• The Messianic Secret: Jesus frequently commands silence about His identity and miracles, not 

to hide them, but to control the narrative and prevent a premature, politically-driven 

understanding of His Messiahship. He knew His true mission involved the cross, not an earthly 

throne. 

• The Disciples' Struggle and Failure: Mark unflinchingly portrays the disciples' spiritual 

dullness, their repeated misunderstandings of Jesus' mission, their ambition for greatness, and 

their ultimate abandonment of Him in His hour of need. This raw honesty highlights the human 

weakness that requires divine grace and underscores Jesus' patience and commitment to His 

flawed followers, ultimately leading to their restoration. 

• The Cost of Discipleship: Following Jesus, as vividly taught in Mark 8:34-38, is not a path of 

ease but one of radical self-denial, cross-bearing, and potential suffering. It demands prioritizing 

Christ above all worldly possessions, status, or even life itself. 

• The Confrontation with Religious Hypocrisy: Jesus consistently clashes with the religious 

leaders (Pharisees, scribes, Sadducees), exposing their legalism, their elevation of human 

tradition over God's Word, and their ultimate spiritual blindness. He redefines true purity as an 

inward matter of the heart, not outward ritual. 

• Compassion and Inclusivity: Despite the opposition, Jesus' profound compassion for the 

crowds ("sheep without a shepherd") and His willingness to extend grace to outsiders (like the 

Syrophoenician woman) and the marginalized (like Bartimaeus) shine brightly. 

• The Centrality of the Cross: Mark builds relentlessly towards the Passion narrative. Jesus' 

three explicit passion predictions (Mark 8:31, 9:31, 10:33-34) underscore the divine necessity of 

His suffering, betrayal, condemnation, and death. The crucifixion is the climax, the ultimate act 

of service where the Son of Man gives "his life as a ransom for many" (Mark 10:45). The 

supernatural darkness and the tearing of the Temple curtain confirm the cosmic significance of 

His atoning death. 

• The Triumph of the Resurrection: The empty tomb and the angelic declaration "He has risen; 

he is not here" (Mark 16:6) provide the irrefutable proof of Jesus' victory over death. Whether 

ending abruptly at verse 8 or continuing with the longer ending (verses 9-20), the core message 

is clear: Jesus is alive! His resurrection validates all His claims and transforms the tragedy of 

the cross into the triumph of salvation. 

• The Great Commission: The longer ending concludes with Jesus' commission to His disciples 

to "Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation" (Mark 16:15), 

promising His continued presence and accompanying signs. 

In essence, Mark's Gospel is a powerful call to action. It challenges us to move beyond mere 

admiration of Jesus' miracles to a profound, personal confession of His identity as the Suffering Servant 



and the Risen Lord. It demands a radical, costly, and unwavering commitment to follow Him, even 

when the path leads through difficulty, knowing that His authority is supreme, His grace is sufficient, 

and His ultimate triumph is assured. The question Mark leaves us with is not just "Who is Jesus?" but 

"Will you follow Him, whatever the cost?" 

 

 

Dr. Paul Crawford is more than just a Christian Author; His books are a source of 
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deep sense of faith and a desire to uplift and inspire all who read. 


