
Introduction to Romans Chapter 11 

Romans chapter 11 brings Paul’s teaching on Israel, election, and salvation to its climactic resolution. 

After addressing God’s sovereign choice in chapter 9 and Israel’s responsibility in chapter 10, Paul now 

answers a critical question: Has God rejected His people? His response is emphatic—“God forbid.” 

The covenant-keeping God has not abandoned Israel. 

Paul first presents himself as evidence of a faithful remnant—proof that God always preserves a people 

for Himself. Just as in the days of Elijah, there remains a remnant chosen by grace. Israel’s current 

spiritual hardening is neither total nor final. It serves a redemptive purpose in God’s larger plan: 

through Israel’s stumbling, salvation has come to the Gentiles, provoking Israel to jealousy. 

The chapter then introduces the powerful metaphor of the olive tree. Gentile believers are described as 

wild branches grafted into the rich root of the patriarchal promises. This imagery warns against 

arrogance and calls for humility, reminding the church that it stands by faith alone. God is both severe 

and kind—just in judgment, yet merciful in restoration. 

Romans 11 ultimately looks forward to a future turning of Israel and culminates in one of the most 

majestic doxologies in Scripture. Paul moves from theology to worship, declaring the unsearchable 

wisdom and sovereign purposes of God. This chapter calls believers to trust God’s faithfulness, marvel 

at His redemptive plan, and respond in humble adoration. 

Heavenly Father, 

As we open Romans chapter 11, we stand in awe of Your faithfulness and sovereign wisdom. Thank 

You that You never abandon Your promises and that Your covenant purposes stand firm through every 

generation. 

Guard our hearts from pride and teach us humility as we consider Your mercy toward both Jew and 

Gentile. Help us trust Your plan even when it is beyond our understanding. 

Lead us from doctrine to worship, and fill us with wonder at the depth of Your riches, wisdom, and 

knowledge. 

In Jesus’ name, 

Amen. 

Romans 11:1–6 

“So I ask, has God rejected His own people, the nation of Israel? Absolutely not! I am an Israelite 

myself—a descendant of Abraham and a member of the tribe of Benjamin. No, God has not rejected 

His people, whom He chose from the very beginning. Don’t you remember what the Scriptures say 

about Elijah? He complained to God about Israel, saying, ‘Lord, they have killed your prophets and 

torn down your altars. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me, too.’ But do you 

remember God’s reply? He said, ‘No, I have kept 7,000 others for myself who have never bowed down 

to the idol Baal.’ It is the same today—for a few of the people of Israel have remained faithful because 

of God’s grace in choosing them. And since it is through God’s grace, then it is not by their good 

works. Otherwise, grace would not be what it really is—a free gift.” 



 

The Context: 

Paul has just spent two chapters explaining why Israel failed to trust Jesus. Naturally, someone might 

ask: "Is God done with them? Did He break His promises because they were stubborn?" Paul gives a 

resounding "No way!" He points to himself as "Exhibit A"—a Jewish man who found Jesus. He then 

reminds his readers of the prophet Elijah, who felt like he was the only believer left. God corrected him 

then, and Paul says God is doing the same thing now through a "Remnant" (a small, surviving group). 

The Meaning of "The Remnant" and "Grace": 

In modern American English, we’d say, "God keeps His receipts," or "He doesn't cancel the contract 

just because some people defaulted." 

• "God Has Not Rejected": God is a promise-keeper. Even when people are unfaithful, God 

remains faithful to His own character and His ancient covenants. 

• "The Elijah Moment": Elijah was having a "pity party," thinking he was the last man standing. 

God revealed there were 7,000 others. Paul is saying, "Don't judge God's work by what you can see on 

the surface." 

• "Not by Works": Paul repeats his favorite theme. If you could earn your way into God's 

"Remnant" by being good, then Grace wouldn't be Grace. Grace is only Grace if it’s totally unearned. 

 

The Core Lesson: 

God always has a "Plan B" that is actually "Plan A." Paul is teaching us that God’s purposes don't fail 

just because humans do. There is always a group of people—sometimes small, sometimes hidden—that 

God is preserving by His grace. You are never as "alone" in your faith as you think you are. 

 

The Illustration: The Forest Fire and the Seedlings 

Imagine a massive forest fire sweeps through a mountain range. From a distance, it looks like 

everything is dead. The trees are black, the ground is ash, and it looks like the forest is gone forever. 

But if you walk into the middle of that ash and look closely at the ground, you’ll see tiny green sprouts 

popping up. 

These are the "Remnant." The roots were protected deep underground where the fire couldn't reach. 

The fire destroyed the surface, but it couldn't kill the life that God planted. 

Romans 11:1–6 is Paul saying: "Israel looks like a burnt forest right now. But don't be fooled. God has 

a 'Remnant' of Jewish believers—like me—who are the new growth. God didn't walk away from the 

forest; He’s just starting a new season of growth based on Grace, not on the old wood of the Law." 

 



Romans 11:7–12 

“So this is the situation: Most of the people of Israel have not found the favor with God they were 

looking for so earnestly. A few have—the ones God chose—but the hearts of the rest were hardened. As 

the Scriptures say, ‘God has put them into a deep sleep. To this day he has shut their eyes so they do not 

see, and closed their ears so they do not hear.’ And David said, ‘Let their bountiful table become a 

snare, a trap that makes them think all is well. Let their blessings cause them to stumble, and let them 

get what they deserve.’ Did God’s people stumble and fall beyond recovery? Of course not! They were 

disobedient, so God made salvation available to the Gentiles. But he wanted his own people to become 

jealous and claim it for themselves. Now if the world is being helped and enriched because Israel 

stumbled and fell into sin, think how much greater a blessing the world will receive when they finally 

accept God’s help.” 

 

The Context: 

Paul is explaining a "divine irony." Israel was looking for righteousness, but they were looking in the 

wrong place (legalism). Because they insisted on their own way, they became "spiritually blind." But 

Paul asks a massive question: Is this a permanent tragedy? He answers with a brilliant insight into 

God’s strategy. God used Israel’s "No" to open the door for the rest of the world (the Gentiles) to say 

"Yes." It's like a strategic move in a game that looks like a loss but is actually setting up a much bigger 

win. 

The Meaning of the "Jealousy Strategy": 

In modern American English, we’d say, "God is playing the long game," or "He’s using a detour to get 

everyone home." 

• "A Deep Sleep": This describes a spiritual coma. When you refuse to see the truth long enough, 

God eventually lets you stay in the dark. 

• "A Trap/Snare": Ironically, it was Israel’s "blessings" (the Law, the Temple, the Traditions) that 

became the very things they tripped over. They loved the gifts more than the Giver. 

• "To Make Them Jealous": God’s plan is to bless the outsiders (Gentiles) so much that Israel 

looks at them and says, "Hey, that's our God! We want that relationship back!" 

 

The Core Lesson: 

God is an expert at turning "Mess" into "Mission." Paul is teaching us that God’s rejection of a group is 

never the final word; it’s often a bridge to reach someone else. He uses the "outsiders" to wake up the 

"insiders." If God can bring global salvation out of Israel's failure, imagine the explosion of life that 

will happen when they finally come back to Him. 

 

The Illustration: The Reserved Table 



Imagine a King hosts a massive feast and reserves the best table for his family. When the dinner bell 

rings, the family refuses to come. They are too busy arguing about the seating chart. 

The King doesn't let the food go to waste. He opens the doors and invites the people from the street to 

sit at the royal table. These strangers are having the time of their lives, laughing and enjoying the 

King’s presence. 

The family members look through the window and see the party. They realize what they’re missing. 

They aren't just angry; they are jealous. They realize, "That’s our Father’s house! We belong in there!" 

The King’s kindness to the strangers is the very thing that finally draws the family back home. 

Romans 11:7–12 is Paul saying: "God hasn't given up on His family. He just opened the guest list to the 

whole world to show His family what real joy looks like. One day, the whole house is going to be full." 

Romans 11:13–15 

“Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I take pride in 

my ministry in the hope that I may somehow make my own people jealous and so save some of them. 

For if their rejection meant that the world was reconciled to God, what will their acceptance mean? It 

will be nothing less than life from the dead!” 

 

The Context: 

Paul turns his focus directly to the non-Jewish (Gentile) believers in Rome. He wants them to 

understand his "strategy." Paul isn't just trying to reach Gentiles because he gave up on the Jews; he’s 

trying to reach Gentiles to show off God’s goodness. He believes that if the Jewish people see Gentiles 

enjoying the peace, joy, and presence of the God of Abraham, they will want it back. Paul argues that if 

Israel’s "stumble" resulted in a global blessing, their eventual "return" will be like a spiritual 

resurrection for the entire planet. 

The Meaning of "Life from the Dead": 

In modern American English, we’d say, "You haven't seen anything yet," or "If the 'Plan B' was this 

good, 'Plan A' coming back together will be explosive." 

• "Apostle to the Gentiles": Paul identifies his specific job description. Even though he loves his 

Jewish roots, his mission is to the rest of the world. 

• "Make My Own People Jealous": This isn't a petty jealousy. It’s the feeling you get when you 

see someone else driving your favorite car—it reminds you how much you love that car and makes you 

want to get it back. 

• "Reconciled the World": Because Israel rejected the message, the messengers moved out into 

the Roman Empire. This "reconciled" (fixed the relationship) between God and all nations. 

 

The Core Lesson: 



Your salvation is part of a much bigger cosmic plan. Paul is teaching us that God’s grace to one person 

is often intended to be a "magnet" for someone else. If you are a believer, your life should be so full of 

"Life" that the people around you—even the most religious or skeptical—begin to wonder what they 

are missing. 

 

The Illustration: The Inheritance and the Homecoming 

Imagine a wealthy Father has a massive estate. His older son (Israel) gets angry at the Father’s rules 

and moves out, refusing to touch his inheritance. 

The Father doesn't let the inheritance sit in a vault. He uses that money to build hospitals and schools 

for the whole city (The World). The city is "reconciled" and blessed because of the son's mistake. 

But the Father is still watching the road. He knows that when the older son sees how much the city is 

thriving under the Father’s care, he will eventually realize he belongs at home. Paul is saying that the 

day that son walks back up the driveway won't just be a "nice moment"—it will be a celebration so big 

it will feel like a dead man coming back to life. 

Romans 11:16–24 

“If the first piece of dough is holy, the whole batch is holy. If the roots of a tree are holy, the branches 

are holy, too. Some of the original branches—the people of Israel—have been broken off. And you 

Gentiles, who were like branches from a wild olive tree, have been grafted in. Now you share in the 

nourishing sap from the root of God’s special olive tree. But don’t brag about being grafted in to 

replace the branches that were broken off. Remember, you are just a branch, not the root. The root 

supports you; you don’t support the root. You might say, ‘Well, those branches were broken off to make 

room for me.’ That’s true. But remember: those branches were broken off because they didn't believe in 

Christ, and you are there only because you do believe. So don’t be proud; be humble. For if God didn't 

spare the original branches, he won’t spare you either. Notice how God is both kind and severe. He is 

severe toward those who disobeyed, but he is kind to you if you continue to trust in his kindness. If you 

stop trusting, you also will be cut off. And if the people of Israel turn from their unbelief, God will graft 

them in again, for God has the power to do it. After all, if God was willing to take you from a wild 

olive tree and graft you into a cultivated one—which is not the natural way—he will be even more 

ready to graft the original branches back into their own tree!” 

 

The Context: 

Paul uses a famous agricultural metaphor to keep the Gentile (non-Jewish) believers humble. He 

compares God’s plan to a Cultivated Olive Tree. The Roots are the ancient promises to Abraham and 

the patriarchs. The Branches are the people. Some Jewish branches were "broken off" because of 

unbelief, and "Wild" Gentile branches were "grafted in" to take their place. Paul warns the Gentiles: 

"Don't get a big head! You aren't the star of the show; you're a guest sitting in someone else's chair." 

The Meaning of "Grafting": 



In modern American English, we’d say, "Don't forget where you came from," or "You’re an adoptee, 

not the biological heir—be grateful." 

• "Holy Root": The foundation of our faith is Jewish. Everything we know about God started with 

Israel. 

• "Grafted In": This is a gardening technique where a branch from one tree is surgically attached 

to another so it can live off the other tree's nutrients. We are "living off" a history that wasn't originally 

ours. 

• "Kind and Severe": God is not a "softie" who ignores rebellion, but He is incredibly generous to 

those who stay humble. 

 

The Core Lesson: 

Humility is the only proper response to Grace. Paul is teaching us that Christianity isn't a replacement 

for Israel; it's the fulfillment of it. We should never look down on others, because we are only "in the 

tree" by the mercy of the Gardener, not by our own merit. 

 

The Illustration: The Adopted Branch 

Imagine a Master Gardener who has a prize-winning olive tree. Some of the branches stop producing 

fruit because they refuse to drink from the root. The Gardener prunes them away. 

Then, he goes into the woods, finds a scraggly, "wild" branch that was dying on its own, and carefully 

stitches it into the prize-winning tree. Suddenly, that wild branch is blooming with expensive olives! 

If that wild branch starts "bragging" to the fallen branches on the ground, it looks ridiculous. It’s only 

alive because of the Gardener's skill and the Root’s strength. 

Romans 11:16–24 is Paul saying: "You were a wild branch. God gave you a seat at the table. Stay 

humble and keep trusting, because if the Gardener could put a stranger like you in the tree, He can 

certainly put His original family back in whenever He wants." 

Romans 11:25–27 

“I want you to understand this mystery, dear brothers and sisters, so that you will not feel proud about 

yourselves. Some of the people of Israel have hard hearts, but this will last only until the full number of 

Gentiles comes to Christ. And so all Israel will be saved. As the Scriptures say, ‘The Deliverer will 

come from Jerusalem, and he will turn Israel away from ungodliness. And this is my covenant with 

them, that I will take away their sins.’” 

 

The Context: 

Paul is revealing a "Mystery"—a divine secret that was hidden but is now being explained. He wants to 

make sure the Gentile believers don’t become arrogant or think they have "replaced" Israel. He 



explains that Israel’s current "hardness" is actually temporary and strategic. It creates a window of time 

for the rest of the world to enter God's family. Once that "full number" of people is reached, God will 

turn His focus back to Israel to fulfill His ancient, unbreakable promises. 

The Meaning of "The Full Number" and "All Israel": 

In modern American English, we’d say, "The door is open for a limited time," or "God always finishes 

what He starts." 

• "The Full Number of Gentiles": Think of this like a guest list for a wedding. God has a specific 

number in mind for the "international" part of His family. Once the last guest walks through the door, 

the next phase of the plan begins. 

• "All Israel Will Be Saved": There is a lot of debate among scholars here, but most agree this 

points to a massive, future turning of the Jewish people to Jesus (The Deliverer) as their true Messiah. 

• "My Covenant": Paul reminds us that God's "contracts" don't have expiration dates. He 

promised to take away their sins, and He isn't going to back out of the deal. 

 

The Core Lesson: 

God is a master of timing. Paul is teaching us that the "delays" we see in God's plan are actually 

opportunities for His grace. Israel’s temporary "blindness" is the world's "opportunity," but God’s 

ultimate goal is a fully restored family where both Jews and Gentiles sit at the same table. 

 

The Illustration: The Theater Doors 

Imagine you are at a grand theater for a once-in-a-lifetime show. The "Original Guests" (Israel) were 

invited first, but many of them were distracted and stayed in the lobby. 

The Manager (God) decides to keep the theater doors open for anyone walking by on the street (the 

Gentiles). He says, "Fill the seats! I want a full house!" 

As long as those theater doors are open, people from all over the world are rushing in to take their 

seats. But once the "full number" of seats is taken, the Manager goes back out to the lobby, taps His 

original guests on the shoulder, and leads them to the special section He kept reserved for them all 

along. 

Romans 11:25–27 is Paul saying: "Don't think the theater belongs only to you now. You are in your 

seats because the lobby is still full. But the show isn't over until the King brings His whole family 

inside." 

 

Romans 11:28–30 

“Regarding the Good News, many of the people of Israel are now enemies of God, and this has worked 

out to your advantage. But regarding God’s choice, they are still dearly loved because of the promises 



He made to their ancestors. For God’s gifts and His call can never be withdrawn. Once, you Gentiles 

were rebels against God, but when the people of Israel rebelled against Him, God used their rebellion 

to show His mercy to you.” 

 

The Context: 

Paul is highlighting a massive paradox. On one hand, many in Israel were currently acting as "enemies" 

of the Gospel because they were opposing the message of Jesus. But on the other hand, they were still 

God’s "VIPs" because of the ancient covenant He made with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Paul wants to 

make sure the Gentiles understand that God is not a "quitter." He doesn't take back His promises just 

because people are difficult. In fact, He used their "No" to create a "Yes" for the rest of the world. 

The Meaning of "Irrevocable" Gifts: 

In modern American English, we’d say, "God doesn't do 'take-backs,'" or "His signatures are in 

permanent ink." 

• "Enemies for your sake": Because Israel rejected the message, it was pushed out into the Roman 

world, which is why the Gentiles heard it in the first place. 

• "Loved because of the Ancestors": God’s love for Israel isn't based on their current behavior, 

but on His own reputation and the promises He made centuries ago. 

• "Gifts and Call are Irrevocable": This is a huge comfort. It means when God chooses you and 

gives you a gift, He doesn't snatch it back the moment you mess up. 

 

The Core Lesson: 

God’s faithfulness is bigger than our failures. Paul is teaching us that God is a Master Recycler—He 

takes the "rebellion" of one group and turns it into "mercy" for another. If God is this committed to His 

promises to Israel (even when they are being "stubborn"), imagine how committed He is to the 

promises He has made to you. 

 

The Illustration: The Non-Refundable Scholarship 

Imagine a wealthy benefactor sets up a Permanent Scholarship Fund for a specific family. It’s a "gift" 

and a "calling" to get an education. 

The first generation of the family gets arrogant and refuses to go to school. They ignore the benefactor 

and act like enemies of the program. 

The benefactor doesn't delete the fund. Instead, he says, "Since the seats are empty, I’m going to use 

the interest from this fund to pay for every 'outsider' in the neighborhood to go to school for free." The 

outsiders (Gentiles) are only in school because the family "rebelled." But the benefactor still loves that 

original family, and the scholarship is still waiting for them the moment they change their minds. Why? 

Because he signed a contract that cannot be withdrawn. 



Romans 11:28–30 is Paul saying: "You are the 'outsider' getting the free education. Don't look down on 

the family that walked away. God’s signature is still on their contract, and He is just as committed to 

them as He is to you." 

Romans 11:31–36 

“In the same way, these people who are now disobedient will receive God’s mercy because of the 

mercy He has shown to you. For God has imprisoned everyone in disobedience so that He could have 

mercy on everyone. Oh, how great are God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge! How impossible it is 

for us to understand His decisions and His ways! For who can know the Lord’s thoughts? Who knows 

enough to give Him advice? And who has given Him so much that He needs to pay it back? For 

everything comes from Him and exists by His power and is intended for His glory. All glory to Him 

forever! Amen.” 

 

The Context: 

Paul has reached the end of his "Deep Dive" into the mystery of God's plan. He concludes with a 

staggering thought: God allowed everyone (first Gentiles, then Jews) to be "stuck" in their own 

disobedience so that everyone would have to rely 100% on His mercy. No one gets to brag. No one gets 

a "participation trophy" for being good. 

Then, Paul stops explaining and starts worshiping. He realizes that God's mind is so vast and His 

strategy is so brilliant that no human could have invented it. He ends this major section of the book 

(Chapters 1–11) with a "Doxology"—a song of praise that gives God all the credit for everything. 

The Meaning of the "Doxology": 

In modern American English, we’d say, "God is playing 4D chess while we’re playing checkers," or 

"He’s the Source, the Strength, and the Goal of everything." 

• "Imprisoned Everyone in Disobedience": This doesn't mean God made people sin. It means He 

let the "disease" of sin run its course so that everyone would realize they need the "Cure." 

• "Who has given to Him?": This is a challenge to our pride. We can't put God in our debt. You 

can't do a "favor" for the Creator of the universe. 

• "From Him, Through Him, To Him": This is the "Circle of Reality." 

• From Him: He is the Architect. 

• Through Him: He is the Sustainer. 

• To Him: He is the Purpose. 

 

The Core Lesson: 



The more you understand the Gospel, the more you should be filled with wonder. Paul is teaching us 

that theology isn't just for our heads; it’s for our hearts. If your study of God doesn't lead you to a place 

of "Wow!" then you haven't seen the whole picture yet. 

 

The Illustration: The View from the Peak 

Imagine you have been hiking up a steep, confusing mountain trail for days. At times, the trail seemed 

to go in circles. At other times, it went through dark, scary ravines (like the "groaning" of Chapter 8). 

You couldn't see more than ten feet in front of you. 

But suddenly, you break through the tree line and stand on the highest peak. 

From up here, you can see the whole map. You see how the "circles" were actually switchbacks to get 

you higher. You see how the dark ravines were necessary to reach the summit. You realize the Architect 

of the mountain knew exactly what He was doing. You don't have questions anymore; you just have 

awe at the view. 

Romans 11:31–36 is Paul standing on that peak, looking at the "Mountain of Grace" he just climbed, 

and saying: "I don't even have the words to describe how brilliant this is. God is just that good." 

 

Heavenly Father, 

We praise You for the depth of Your riches, wisdom, and knowledge. Your ways are higher than ours, 

and Your purposes stand firm through every generation. Thank You for Your faithfulness to Your 

promises and for the mercy You have shown to both Jew and Gentile. 

Keep us humble as branches grafted in by grace alone. Guard us from pride, and anchor us in faith. 

Teach us to trust Your sovereign plan even when it is beyond our understanding. 

May our study of this chapter lead us not only to deeper doctrine, but to deeper worship—declaring, 

“From You and through You and to You are all things.” 

To You be the glory forever. 

In Jesus’ name, 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 


