CRAWFORD BIBLE COMMENTARY
BIBLE STUDY

Isaiah Chapter 14 — The Fall of Babylon’s King
and the Lord’s Purpose

A Verse-by-Verse Bible Study from the Crawford Standard Bible

Introduction
Isaiah Chapter 14 continues the judgment against Babylon introduced in Chapter 13.

But the chapter does not begin with Babylon.

It begins with:

Mercy.

Restoration.

Return.

Rest.

The Lord will again have compassion upon Jacob.
Israel will be restored to the land.

The people who were once:

Oppressed.

Enslaved.

Exiled.

Humiliated.

Will experience reversal.

Their oppressor will fall.

Their forced labor will end.

Their suffering will cease.

Then Israel will take up a taunt against the king of Babylon.

The ruler who terrified nations will become powerless.



The earth that groaned under his violence will finally experience:
Rest.
Peace.
Song.
Even the trees are poetically pictured as rejoicing because the destroyer has fallen.
Then Isaiah presents one of the most dramatic scenes in the chapter.
The king of Babylon descends to the realm of the dead.
Former rulers look at him and say:
“You too have become weak, as we are.”
All of his:
Pomp.
Music.
Power.
Glory.
Have disappeared.
The man who shook kingdoms now lies powerless in death.
Verses 12-15 then describe the pride of the “morning star, son of the dawn.”

The immediate context remains the arrogant king of Babylon, whose ambition reaches toward heaven
itself.

At the same time, many Christians through church history have understood the language as also
reflecting or echoing the deeper spiritual pride associated with Satan's rebellion.

The central issue is unmistakable:
The creature says:
“I will ascend.”
“I will raise my throne.”
“I will make myself like the Most High.”
God answers:
“But you are brought down.”
That is the great reversal of pride.

The chapter then declares one of the strongest statements of divine sovereignty in Isaiah:



“Surely, as I have planned, so it will happen, and as I have purposed, so it will stand.”
And again:
“The Lord Almighty has purposed, and who can thwart Him?”
Human kings plan.
Nations strategize.
Armies move.
But God's purpose stands above them all.
The chapter closes with a prophecy against Philistia.
Philistia is warned not to celebrate too quickly when one oppressor appears broken.
Another threat is coming.
Yet Zion receives a different message:
“The Lord has established Zion, and in her His afflicted people will find refuge.”
The central truth of Isaiah 14 is:

God restores His people, humbles rulers who exalt themselves, brings arrogant human glory
down to the grave, accomplishes His sovereign purposes despite every opposing power, and
provides refuge for His afflicted people while proud nations ultimately fall beneath His judgment.

. GOD WILL AGAIN HAVE MERCY ON
JACOB

Isaiah 14:1 — Israel Restored

“The Lord will have mercy on Jacob; He will again choose Israel and settle them in
their own land. Foreigners will join them and unite with the house of Jacob.”

Judgment is not God's final word toward His covenant people.
The chapter begins:
“The Lord will have mercy.”
God restores:
Jacob.
Israel.
The land.

And the restoration extends beyond Israel.



Foreigners join them.

This anticipates the broader biblical theme of people from the nations being brought near to God's
people.

Cross References
Zechariah 2:12

The Lord promises again to take Judah as His special possession in the holy land and to identify
Jerusalem with His gracious choice.

Jeremiah 30:18

The Lord promises compassion upon Jacob's dwelling places, restoration of the ruined city, and
rebuilding after devastation.

Ephesians 2:13

Those who were once far away from God's covenant blessings have been brought near through the
blood of Christ.

Spiritual Principle
God's discipline does not cancel His mercy.

Key Truth
The God who scatters in judgment is also able to gather in compassion.

II. GOD REVERSES ISRAEL'S CAPTIVITY

Isaiah 14:2 — The Captives Become Free

“Nations will take them and bring them to their own place, and Israel will possess
them as male and female servants in the Lord’s land. They will take captive those who
once held them captive, and they will rule over their oppressors.”

The emphasis is reversal.

Those once:

Captured.

Oppressed.

Controlled.

Will no longer remain under the same power.
God overturns the relationship between:

Oppressor.



Oppressed.
Cross References
Isaiah 49:22

God raises His signal to the nations, and Gentile peoples participate in bringing Israel's sons and
daughters back.

Isaiah 60:9

Distant lands and ships bring God's scattered people home together with their wealth in honor of the
Lord.

Zechariah 8:23

People from many nations will seek association with God's people because they recognize that God is
with them.

Spiritual Principle

God is able to reverse circumstances that appear permanently fixed.

I11. GOD GIVES REST FROM OPPRESSION
Isaiah 14:3 — Rest After Hard Labor

“On the day the Lord gives you rest from your suffering and turmoil and from the
hard labor forced upon you,”

Three burdens are named:

Suffering.

Turmoil.

Forced labor.

God promises:

Rest.

This recalls Israel's earlier slavery in Egypt.

God is still the God who hears oppressed people.
Cross References

Exodus 1:14

The Egyptians made Israel's lives bitter through severe forced labor in construction and agricultural
work.



Deuteronomy 5:15

Israel was commanded to remember that they had been slaves in Egypt and that the Lord brought them
out with His mighty power.

Jeremiah 30:8

God promises to break the oppressor's yoke from His people's necks and free them from foreign
bondage.

Spiritual Principle
God remembers burdens that oppressors assume no one sees.

V. THE OPPRESSOR FINALLY FALLS
Isaiah 14:4 — “How the Oppressor Has Come to an End!”

“You will take up this taunt against the king of Babylon: ‘How the oppressor has come
to an end! How his fury has ceased!””

The king once seemed unstoppable.

Then:

He ends.

His fury:

Ceases.

Human tyranny always appears permanent until the day it suddenly is not.
Cross References

Habakkuk 2:6

The oppressed will eventually speak against the arrogant conqueror who accumulated what did not
belong to him and enriched himself through oppression.

Jeremiah 50:23
Babylon, once like a hammer striking the whole earth, becomes broken and itself an object of horror.
Revelation 18:10

Those who watched symbolic Babylon's greatness mourn from a distance because its judgment comes
suddenly.

Spiritual Principle

No oppressor receives an eternal throne.



Crawford Bible Study Principle
Never mistake long-lasting oppression for everlasting oppression.

V. GOD BREAKS THE SCEPTER OF THE
WICKED

Isaiah 14:5 — The Instrument of Rule Is Broken
“The Lord has broken the staff of the wicked, the scepter of the rulers,”

A staff and scepter represent:

Authority.

Power.

Government.

Dominion.

God breaks them.

Cross References

Psalm 125:3

The rule of wickedness will not remain permanently over the inheritance of the righteous.
Jeremiah 51:20

God describes a powerful kingdom as an instrument used to break nations, armies, and kingdoms
according to His purpose.

Psalm 2:9
God's Anointed possesses authority to break rebellious powers that resist His rule.
Spiritual Principle

Political authority remains subordinate to divine authority.

VI. THE TYRANT'S VIOLENCE ENDS

Isaiah 14:6 — Relentless Persecution Stopped

“Who struck down peoples in anger with unceasing blows, and subdued nations in
wrath with relentless persecution.”

Babylon's rule was characterized by:



Violence.

Anger.

Control.

Relentless oppression.

But God puts an end to it.

Cross References

Jeremiah 50:23

The empire that hammered nations is itself shattered under judgment.
Habakkuk 2:8

Because the conqueror plundered many nations, the surviving peoples will turn and plunder the
conqueror.

Zechariah 1:15

God expresses anger toward nations that became excessively cruel while acting against His people.
Spiritual Principle

God distinguishes between authority and abuse of authority.

VII. THE EARTH RESTS AFTER THE
OPPRESSOR FALLS

Isaiah 14:7 — Peace Produces Song
“All the earth is at rest and at peace; they break into singing.”
Babylon's fall produces:
Rest.
Quiet.
Singing.
The world breathes again.
Cross References
Psalm 96:11
The heavens and earth are called to rejoice because the Lord comes to exercise righteous rule.

Isaiah 35:1



Even wilderness and dry places are poetically pictured rejoicing when God's restoration comes.
Psalm 98:8

Rivers and mountains are called to celebrate before the Lord as He comes to judge the world in
righteousness.

Spiritual Principle
Righteous deliverance creates joy among those formerly oppressed.

VIIl. EVEN THE TREES REJOICE
Isaiah 14:8 — The Destroyer Can No Longer Cut Them Down

“Even the pine trees and the cedars of Lebanon rejoice over you and say, ‘Since you

have fallen, no lumberjack comes against us.””

Isaiah uses poetic personification.

Even:

Trees.

Forests.

Creation.

Seem relieved.

Babylon's appetite for conquest and resources has stopped.
Cross References

Isaiah 55:12

Creation is poetically described rejoicing when God's people experience restoration and peace.
Ezekiel 31:16

The fall of a great imperial power is compared to a mighty tree being brought down, causing the
nations to tremble.

Zechariah 11:2

Trees are called to mourn because mighty forests and proud cedars are brought down.
Spiritual Principle

Human greed and warfare affect more than human beings.



IX. THE REALM OF THE DEAD STIRS
Isaiah 14:9 — Kings Rise to Meet Babylon's King

“The realm of the dead below is stirred up to meet you at your coming. It rouses the
spirits of the departed, all the kings of the nations rise from their thrones.”

Isaiah uses dramatic poetic imagery.

The king who ruled above now descends below.
Former rulers rise as though to greet him.

Their message is:

You are not different.

You are mortal too.

Cross References

Ezekiel 32:21

Former mighty warriors are poetically pictured speaking from the realm of the dead concerning another
defeated power.

Luke 16:23
Jesus describes conscious awareness after death in the account of the rich man and Lazarus.
Proverbs 9:18

Those who follow foolishness do not realize that its path leads toward death and the realm of the
departed.

Spiritual Principle
Death strips earthly titles of their power.

Key Truth
The grave does not address kings as ““Your Majesty.”

X. THE KING HAS BECOME AS WEAK AS
EVERYONE ELSE

Isaiah 14:10 — “You Have Become Like Us”

“They all respond, ‘You too have become weak, as we are; you have become like us.’”

The king once stood above nations.



Death brings him down to the common condition of humanity.
He is no longer:

Untouchable.

Invincible.

Exalted.

Cross References

Ezekiel 32:19

A proud nation is challenged to consider whether it is truly more glorious than other nations already
brought down to death.

Psalm 82:7

Even those called rulers and mighty ones still die like ordinary human beings.

Ezekiel 31:18

A proud empire's greatness does not prevent it from descending to the same fate as other fallen powers.
Spiritual Principle

Human greatness cannot abolish human mortality.

XI1. BABYLON'S POMP DESCENDS TO THE
GRAVE

Isaiah 14:11 — Worms Replace Royal Glory

“Your pomp has been brought down to the grave, along with the music of your harps.
Maggots are spread beneath you and worms cover you.”

The contrast is deliberately humiliating.
Before:

Music.

Luxury.

Pomp.

Royal splendor.

Now:

Decay.



Worms.

The grave.

Cross References

Job 21:26

Rich and poor alike eventually lie down in death, and decay covers them.
Job 24:20

Those who live wickedly are eventually forgotten and consumed by death, with human greatness
broken like a tree.

Ezekiel 32:27
Warriors who once inspired fear are pictured lying powerless among the dead.
Spiritual Principle

Death exposes how temporary outward glory really is.

XIl. THE MORNING STAR FALLS FROM
HEIGHT

Isaiah 14:12 — The Fall of the Exalted One

“How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn! You have been
cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the nations!”

The immediate prophecy continues addressing the fallen king of Babylon.
He had appeared:

Radiant.

Powerful.

High.

Dominant.

Now:

He falls.

The traditional term Lucifer comes from the Latin rendering of the expression translated here as
“morning star.”

Many Christians have also seen in this language an echo or pattern of Satanic pride and downfall.

The safest interpretation begins with Isaiah's stated historical subject:



The king of Babylon.

Then it recognizes that the language of self-exaltation strongly parallels broader biblical teaching about
Satanic rebellion.

Cross References

Luke 10:18

Jesus says He saw Satan fall from heaven like lightning, describing the collapse of Satanic power.
Ezekiel 28:17

In the lament over Tyre's proud ruler, extraordinary beauty produces pride, wisdom becomes corrupted,
and the exalted figure is cast down.

Revelation 12:9

The great dragon, identified as the ancient serpent, Devil, and Satan, is cast down with those who
follow him.

Spiritual Principle
Pride always reaches upward before it falls downward.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
The higher pride tries to climb, the farther humiliation has to bring it down.

XIII. PRIDE SAYS, “I WILL ASCEND”
Isaiah 14:13 — The Ambition of Self-Exaltation

“You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to the heavens; I will raise my throne above the
stars of God; | will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of
Mount Zaphon.’”

Notice:

“You said in your heart.”
Pride begins inwardly.
The repeated phrase is:
“T will.,”
The desire is not merely success.
It is exaltation.

The creature wants the throne.



Cross References
Ezekiel 28:2

The ruler of Tyre becomes so proud that he claims divine status even though he remains a mortal
human being.

1 Timothy 3:6

A newly converted leader must not become proud, lest pride bring the same kind of condemnation
associated with the devil.

Matthew 4:9

Satan offers Jesus earthly kingdoms in exchange for worship, revealing his desire to receive honor that
belongs only to God.

Spiritual Principle
Pride is fundamentally about who belongs on the throne.

XIV. PRIDE SEEKS TO BE LIKE THE MOST
HIGH

Isaiah 14:14 — The Highest Claim

“I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.””
This is the climax of the arrogant ambition.
Not merely:
Great.
Not merely:
Powerful.
But:
“Like the Most High.”
This is creaturely rebellion against Creator authority.
Cross References
Ezekiel 28:2
The proud ruler says, in effect, “I am a god,” exalting himself beyond his rightful human place.

2 Thessalonians 2:4



The man of lawlessness is described as exalting himself above every object of worship and presenting
himself as though he were divine.

Genesis 3:5

The serpent tempts humanity with the promise of becoming like God in a way that encourages
independence from God's command.

Spiritual Principle
The essence of sin is not merely breaking rules.
It is wanting God's place.

Key Truth

The most dangerous throne is the one we build for ourselves.

XV. GOD BRINGS THE PROUD DOWN

Isaiah 14:15 — From Heavenward Ambition to the Pit
“But you are brought down to the grave, to the depths of the pit.”

The contrast could not be stronger.

Pride says:

| will ascend.

God says:

You descend.

Pride says:

Above the stars.

God says:

Into the pit.

Cross References

Ezekiel 28:8

The proud ruler is told that enemies will bring him down into destruction and death.
Matthew 11:23

Jesus warns proud Capernaum that although it imagined itself exalted, it would be brought down.
Revelation 20:10

The devil is ultimately cast into final judgment where his rebellion ends permanently.



Spiritual Principle
Self-exaltation moves in the opposite direction from God's exaltation.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
Those who try to climb over God eventually discover there is nowhere above Him to stand.

XVI. PEOPLE STARE AT THE FALLEN
KING

Isaiah 14:16 — “Is This the Man?”

“Those who see you stare at you; they ponder your fate: ‘Is this the man who shook
the earth and made kingdoms tremble,”

The once terrifying king becomes an object of astonishment.

People ask:

This?

This was the man we feared?

His apparent greatness now seems almost unbelievable.

Cross References

Ezekiel 32:10

Nations and kings are astonished when a powerful ruler suddenly falls under judgment.
Nahum 3:19

After Nineveh's fall, surrounding peoples respond because the empire's cruelty had touched so many.
Job 9:6

God alone possesses authority capable of shaking the earth from its place and moving what appears
immovable.

Spiritual Principle
Things that terrify us today may look surprisingly small after God has brought them down.



XVII. THE TYRANT TURNED THE WORLD
INTO AWILDERNESS

Isaiah 14:17 — Captives Refused Freedom

“Who made the world a wilderness, overthrew its cities, and refused to let his captives
go home?’”

Babylon's power produced:

Ruins.

Destroyed cities.

Captivity.

Displacement.

The king's greatness was purchased through other people's suffering.
Cross References

Jeremiah 50:33

Israel and Judah are oppressed, and their captors refuse to release them.
Isaiah 45:13

God promises to raise up a ruler who will rebuild His city and release His exiles without being bought
or bribed.

Psalm 102:20

God hears the groaning of prisoners and acts on behalf of those condemned and oppressed.

Spiritual Principle
God measures rulers not merely by what they build but by what happens to people under their power.

XVII. EARTHLY KINGS USUALLY
RECEIVE HONORABLE BURIALS

Isaiah 14:18 — Kings in Their Tombs

“All the kings of the nations lie in state, each in his own tomb.”
Kings normally receive:

Funerals.



Tombs.

Memorials.

Honor.

The Babylonian king will be different.

Cross References

Ezekiel 32:29

Former rulers and warriors are pictured lying among the dead after their earthly power has disappeared.
Job 3:15

Job speaks of kings and rulers who once accumulated wealth yet now share the stillness of death.
Ezekiel 26:20

God describes bringing a proud power down among those who descended to death long before.
Spiritual Principle

Human memorials cannot preserve human greatness forever.

XIX. BABYLON'S KING RECEIVES SHAME
INSTEAD OF HONOR

Isaiah 14:19 — Like a Rejected Branch

“But you are cast out of your grave like a rejected branch; you are covered with the
slain, with those pierced by the sword, those who descend to the stones of the pit, like a
corpse trampled underfoot.”

The king who wanted:
Glory.

Receives:

Disgrace.

The king who wanted elevation receives humiliation even in death.

Cross References
Jeremiah 22:19

A wicked king is told he will receive a shameful burial rather than royal honor.

Ezekiel 32:23



A once terrifying power lies among the dead after spreading fear through the living world.
Jeremiah 36:30

God declares that a wicked royal line will lose its privilege and experience disgrace because of
rebellion.

Spiritual Principle
Pride seeks remembrance.

Sin can leave a legacy of shame instead.

XX. THE KING DESTROYED HIS OWN
PEOPLE

Isaiah 14:20 — A Ruler Who Ruined His Land

“You will not join them in burial, for you have destroyed your land and killed your
people. The offspring of the wicked will never be remembered.”

This verse destroys the myth that cruel rulers make nations truly great.

The King:

Destroyed his own land.

Killed his own people.

Power divorced from righteousness eventually becomes destructive even toward those it claims to rule.
Cross References

Jeremiah 50:32

The proud will stumble and fall without anyone able to rescue them when God's judgment arrives.
Ezekiel 28:19

Aruler once admired becomes an object of horror and loses the greatness he thought would continue
forever.

Psalm 37:28

The Lord loves justice and does not forsake His faithful people, while the enduring future of
wickedness is cut off.

Spiritual Principle
Leadership that destroys its own people is not greatness.



XXI. BABYLON'S DYNASTY WILL NOT
RISE AGAIN

Isaiah 14:21 — The Future of the Wicked Cut Off

“Prepare a place to slaughter his children for the sins of their ancestors; they will
never rise to inherit the land or cover the earth with their cities.”

The language describes the termination of the oppressive dynasty.
The point is:
Babylon's violent system will not simply reproduce itself forever.

This verse should not be read as though Scripture teaches that innocent children bear personal moral
guilt for sins they did not commit.

Rather, the prophecy describes corporate dynastic judgment in the violent ancient imperial world,
where rulers and their descendants perpetuated systems of conquest.

Cross References
Exodus 20:5

God warns that the consequences of idolatrous rebellion can extend through generations among
families that continue in hatred and rejection of Him.

Jeremiah 51:57
Babylon's rulers, officials, warriors, and powerful men are brought down in irreversible judgment.
Psalm 109:13

In an imprecatory context, the wicked man's family line is portrayed as being cut off so that his
oppressive legacy does not continue.

Spiritual Principle

Sin can create generational consequences even though each person remains morally responsible before
God.

XXII. GOD HIMSELF RISES AGAINST
BABYLON

Isaiah 14:22 — Babylon's Name Cut Off

“‘I will rise up against them,’ declares the Lord Almighty. ‘I will wipe out Babylon’s
name and survivors, her offspring and descendants,” declares the Lord.”



The most dangerous enemy Babylon can face is:
God Himself.
The Lord says:
“I will rise up.”
Human armies may participate.
But divine judgment is decisive.
Cross References
Jeremiah 51:62

Jeremiah's prophecy declares that Babylon will become desolate according to God's announced
judgment.

Jeremiah 50:26

The nations are summoned against Babylon so its storehouses, power, and defenses may be destroyed.
Ezekiel 25:7

God declares that nations persisting in hostility can be cut off so they know that He is the Lord.
Spiritual Principle

No human power survives indefinitely after God says:

“I am against you.”

XXI1l. BABYLON WILL BE SWEPT WITH
THE BROOM OF DESTRUCTION

Isaiah 14:23 — Complete Desolation

“‘I will turn her into a place for owls, swampland, and sweep her with the broom of
destruction,’ declares the Lord Almighty.”

The metaphor is unforgettable.
God sweeps Babylon away.

The great imperial city becomes:
Desolate.

Abandoned.

wild.



Cross References
Zephaniah 2:14

A proud city brought under judgment becomes a place inhabited by wild creatures rather than thriving
human civilization.

Jeremiah 51:43
Babylon's cities become deserted wastelands where ordinary human settlement disappears.
Revelation 18:21

Symbolic Babylon is pictured as being thrown down violently and never recovering its former place of
dominance.

Spiritual Principle

God can sweep away what humanity considers immovable.

XXIV. GOD'S PLAN WILL HAPPEN
Isaiah 14:24 — “As I Have Planned”

“The Lord Almighty has sworn: ‘Surely, as I have planned, so it will happen, and as I
have purposed, so it will stand.’”

This is one of the strongest sovereignty statements in Isaiah.
God:

Plans.

Purposes.

Accomplishes.

His plan is not:

Suggestion.

Possibility.

Wish.

Cross References

Numbers 23:19

God is not a human being who lies or changes His declaration carelessly; when He speaks, He acts.

Isaiah 46:10



God declares the end from the beginning and says His purpose will stand and He will accomplish
everything He determines.

Isaiah 55:11

God's Word does not return empty but accomplishes the purpose for which He sends it.
Spiritual Principle

God's purposes do not depend upon favorable circumstances.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
What God purposes does not need human permission to stand.

XXV. GOD WILL CRUSH ASSYRIA
Isaiah 14:25 — The Yoke Removed

“l will crush the Assyrian in My land; on My mountains | will trample him down. His
yoke will be taken from My people, and his burden removed from their shoulders.”

Isaiah briefly returns to Assyria.

Babylon will fall.

Assyria will fall.

Empires change.

God remains.

Cross References

Isaiah 10:12

After God finishes using Assyria in judgment, He promises to punish the empire for its arrogant heart.
Isaiah 37:36

The Lord's angel strikes the Assyrian army and dramatically breaks its military threat.
Nahum 1:13

God promises to break the oppressor's yoke and tear away the bonds placed upon His people.
Spiritual Principle

God can use an oppressor temporarily without allowing that oppressor to rule forever.



XXVI. GOD'S PURPOSE EXTENDS OVER
THE NATIONS

Isaiah 14:26 — The Hand Over the Whole World

“This is the plan determined for the whole world; this is the hand stretched out over
all nations.”

God's sovereignty is not local.
His hand extends over:

All nations.

His purpose includes:

World history.

Cross References

Isaiah 9:12

Isaiah repeatedly uses the image of God's stretched-out hand to describe judgment continuing until His
purpose is fulfilled.

Isaiah 5:25

God's hand remains stretched out in judgment because persistent rebellion remains unresolved.
Isaiah 10:4

The repeated phrase emphasizes that God's judgment continues while sin remains unrepented.
Spiritual Principle

No national border limits God's sovereignty.

XXVII. NO ONE CAN THWART THE LORD
Isaiah 14:27 — “Who Can Turn It Back?”

“For the Lord Almighty has purposed, and who can thwart Him? His hand is
stretched out, and who can turn it back?”

These are rhetorical questions.
Answer:
No one.

Kings cannot.



Armies cannot.
Demons cannot.
Nations cannot.
Circumstances cannot.
Cross References
Numbers 23:20

When God has determined to bless, no human being possesses authority to reverse His declared
purpose.

Job 9:12

When God acts, no one can seize His work away from Him or successfully demand that He answer to
human authority.

Daniel 4:35

God does according to His will among heaven and earth, and no one can stop His hand or overturn His
sovereign authority.

Spiritual Principle
God's sovereignty is not theoretical.

His purpose actually stands.

Key Truth
No creature possesses veto power over God.

XXVIII. THE PROPHECY AGAINST
PHILISTIA COMES INAHAZ'S DEATH
YEAR

Isaiah 14:28 — A Historical Marker

“This prophecy came in the year King Ahaz died:”
Isaiah again anchors prophecy in history.
Ahaz dies.
Political conditions change.

Philistia may see opportunity.



God says:

Do not celebrate yet.

Cross References

2 Kings 16:20

Ahaz died and was buried, and his son Hezekiah became king after him.

2 Chronicles 28:27

Ahaz died after a reign marked by serious unfaithfulness, and Hezekiah succeeded him.
Isaiah 7:1

Isaiah had earlier described the political crisis during the reign of Ahaz when Aram and Israel
threatened Jerusalem.

Spiritual Principle

Political transition does not place history outside God's supervision.

XXIX. PHILISTIA MUST NOT CELEBRATE
TOO QUICKLY

Isaiah 14:29 — A Worse Threat Is Coming

“Do not rejoice, all you Philistines, that the rod which struck you is broken; for from
the root of that snake will spring up a viper, its offspring will be a fiery flying
serpent.”

One threat disappears.

Philistia celebrates.

God warns:

A greater threat can follow.

Temporary relief is not always permanent deliverance.

Cross References

2 Kings 18:8

Hezekiah later defeated Philistine forces and struck their territory extensively.

2 Chronicles 26:6

Uzziah had previously fought Philistia successfully and broke down several fortified cities.

Zephaniah 2:4



Philistine cities are warned of coming judgment and destruction.

Spiritual Principle
Do not interpret every temporary change as final security.

XXX. GOD CARES FOR THE POOR WHILE
JUDGING PHILISTIA

Isaiah 14:30 — Refuge for the Needy

“The poorest of the poor will find pasture, and the needy will lie down in safety. But I
will destroy your root with famine; it will slay your survivors.”

The verse presents contrast.

God cares for:

The poor.

The needy.

But judges:

The hostile power.

Cross References

Psalm 37:19

Those who trust the Lord are sustained even in difficult days and are provided for in times of famine.
Zephaniah 2:5

Philistia's coastal cities receive a word of judgment because their security cannot protect them from
God.

Amos 1:8

God announces judgment upon Philistine rulers and cities until their oppressive power is removed.
Spiritual Principle

God's judgment of the proud and care for the vulnerable are not contradictory.

They arise from the same righteous character.



XXXI. PHILISTIAWILL WAIL
Isaiah 14:31 — The Enemy Comes from the North

“Wail, you gates; cry out, you city; melt away, all you Philistines! A cloud of smoke
comes from the north, and there is not a straggler in its ranks.”

The approaching enemy is:
Organized.

Disciplined.

United.

The smoke signals:
Advance.

Danger.

Judgment.

Cross References
Jeremiah 47:2

Jeremiah describes an invading force rising from the north like overflowing waters and sweeping
through Philistine territory.

Amos 1:6

Gaza is condemned for carrying entire communities into captivity and handing them over to enemies.
Jeremiah 1:14

God tells Jeremiah that disaster will break out from the north upon the inhabitants of the land.
Spiritual Principle

A threat dismissed today may become unavoidable tomorrow.

XXXII. ZION IS ESTABLISHED BY THE
LORD

Isaiah 14:32 — Refuge for the Afflicted

“What answer shall be given to the envoys of that nation? ‘The Lord has established
Zion, and in her His afflicted people will find refuge.’”

This is the chapter's final answer.



What makes Zion secure?
Not:
Military greatness.
Diplomatic alliances.
Wealth.
Human kings.
The answer is:
“The Lord has established Zion.”
That changes everything.
The afflicted find:
Refuge.
Cross References
Psalm 87:1
God's city is pictured as firmly founded upon the holy mountains according to His purpose.
Psalm 102:16
The Lord rebuilds Zion and reveals His glory through restoration.
Psalm 48:8

God establishes His city according to His enduring purpose, demonstrating that its security ultimately
rests in Him.

Spiritual Principle
Security rests most firmly in what God establishes.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

What God establishes does not require human pride to keep it standing.

XXXI. EIGHT GREAT LESSONS FROM
ISAIAH 14

1. God Restores His People

The chapter begins with mercy.



Principle:
Judgment does not cancel God's ability to restore.

2. Oppression Has an Ending

Babylon's tyranny stops.

Principle:

No earthly oppressor possesses unlimited time.

3. Death Humbles Human Greatness

The king of Babylon becomes weak like everyone else.

Principle:
Titles disappear at the grave.

4. Pride Leads Downward

The arrogant king says:
“I will ascend.”

God says:

You will descend.

Principle:
Self-exaltation moves toward humiliation.

5. Satanic Pride Is Reflected in the Desire to Rival God

The immediate prophecy concerns Babylon's king, while its language has traditionally been understood
by many Christians as echoing the deeper rebellion of Satan.

Principle:
Every desire to take God's place shares the basic spirit of rebellion.

6. God's Purpose Cannot Be Stopped

“As I have purposed, so it will stand.”



Principle:
Nothing in creation can cancel God's sovereign purpose.

7. Nations Remain Accountable to God
Babylon.

Assyria.
Philistia.
All answer to Him.

Principle:

God is Lord over every border and every throne.

8. God Provides Refuge for His Afflicted People
The chapter ends:

Not with Babylon.
Not with Philistia.
But:

Zion.

Principle:
The safest place is where God establishes His refuge.

XXXIV. WHAT ISAIAH 14 TEACHES ABOUT
RESTORATION

The first word of hope is:

Mercy.

God's people have suffered discipline.
Yet:

He chooses.

Gathers.

Settles.



Comforts.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

God's restoration begins in His mercy, not human deserving.

XXXV. WHAT ISAIAH 14 TEACHES ABOUT
OPPRESSION

The king of Babylon:

Strikes peoples.

Subdues nations.

Keeps captives.

Destroys cities.

God ends his rule.

Spiritual Principle

God may permit oppression for a season without approving oppression forever.

XXXVI. WHAT ISAIAH 14 TEACHES ABOUT
PRIDE

Pride says:

| will ascend.

| will raise.

I will sit.

I will make myself.

The language revolves around:

Self.

Key Truth

Pride does not merely think too highly of oneself.

It places self where God belongs.



XXXVII. WHAT ISAIAH 14 TEACHES
ABOUT “LUCIFER”

The word Lucifer is historically associated with Isaiah 14:12 through the Latin translation of the
expression often rendered:

Morning star.

Day star.

Shining one.

In Isaiah's immediate literary context, the taunt is directed against:
The king of Babylon.

The ruler's arrogance is described in cosmic and exalted imagery.

Many Christians have also interpreted verses 12—15 as presenting a secondary picture or spiritual echo
of Satan's rebellion because:

The figure seeks heavenly exaltation.
The figure desires Godlike status.
The figure is cast down.

Other interpreters understand the entire passage strictly as poetic language describing the Babylonian
king.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
Whatever view is taken concerning the secondary application, Isaiah's central warning is undeniable:

Pride that seeks God's place ends in downfall.

XXXVII. WHAT ISAIAH 14 TEACHES
ABOUT SATANIC PRIDE

Elsewhere Scripture clearly portrays Satan as:
Rebellious.

Proud.

Desiring worship.

Opposed to God's rule.

Isaiah 14's repeated:



“I will.”
Provides a powerful illustration of that rebellious spirit.

Spiritual Principle
Sin begins when the creature refuses to remain under the Creator.

XXXIX. WHAT ISAIAH 14 TEACHES ABOUT
DEATH

Death reduces:
Kings.
Warriors.
Rich.

Poor.
Powerful.
Weak.

To mortality.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Live now in light of the reality that earthly greatness does not survive the grave.

XL. WHAT ISAIAH 14 TEACHES ABOUT
HUMAN GLORY

The king had:
Music.

Pomp.

A throne.
Military victories.
Fearful influence.
Then:

Worms.



The grave.

Spiritual Principle
Never exchange eternal righteousness for temporary applause.

XLI. WHAT ISAIAH 14 TEACHES ABOUT
GOD'S PURPOSE

God says:

“As I have planned, so it will happen.”
And:

“As I have purposed, so it will stand.”
This is divine sovereignty.
Crawford Bible Study Principle
God does not merely predict history.

He sovereignly governs His redemptive purpose within history.

XLI. WHAT ISAIAH 14 TEACHES ABOUT
NATIONS

Babylon falls.

Assyria falls.

Philistia is warned.

God remains.

Key Truth

Isaiah's theology of nations is simple:
Countries are powerful.

God is sovereign.



XL WHAT ISAIAH 14 TEACHES ABOUT
ZION

Zion's security is summarized in one statement:
“The Lord has established Zion.”

Spiritual Principle
God's people are secure ultimately because of God's faithfulness, not human invincibility.

XLIV. THE GREAT CONTRAST: “I WILL”
AND “I HAVE PURPOSED”

The proud king says:

I will.

God says:

| have purposed.

Which word stands?

God's.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Human ambition never becomes greater than divine purpose.

XLV. FROM THRONE TO GRAVE

The king's movement is downward.

Throne.

Pride.

Fall.

Grave.

Pit.

Spiritual Principle

A throne cannot protect an unrepentant soul from accountability.



XLVI. THE DANGER OF WANTING GOD'S
PLACE

Isaiah 14 exposes the heart of pride.
Pride does not always say:

“I hate God.”

Sometimes pride says:

“I do not need God.”

Sometimes:

“I decide truth.”

Sometimes:

“I deserve the highest place.”

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Whenever self becomes ultimate authority, pride has begun constructing a throne.

XLVII. THE EARTH SINGS WHEN
TYRANNY ENDS

\erse 7 is striking.
When oppression ceases:
People sing.

Spiritual Principle

True authority should produce safety, not relief when the ruler disappears.

XLVIII. THE TREES REJOICE

Even nature is pictured as relieved.

The conqueror can no longer cut down the forests.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Human power should steward creation, not simply consume it.



XLIX. GOD'S BROOM OF DESTRUCTION

Babylon looks massive.

God says:

I will sweep it.

The metaphor makes imperial power look suddenly small.
Spiritual Principle

God can remove in a moment what took generations to build.

L. WHO CAN THWART HIM?

Isaiah asks:

Who can stop God?

Who can turn His hand back?
Answer:

No one.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Faith rests not merely in God's good intentions but in His unstoppable ability to accomplish them.

LI. DON'T CELEBRATE TOO SOON

Philistia sees one rod broken.

God says:

Another threat comes.

Spiritual Principle

Never build confidence merely upon the disappearance of one problem.

Build confidence upon God.

LIl. ZION'S FINAL ANSWER

The chapter could end with:

Babylon.



Lucifer.

Assyria.

Philistia.

Instead:

Zion.

God's afflicted people find refuge.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
God always has a refuge stronger than the empire threatening His people.

LI QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FOR
PERSONAL STUDY

Question 1

How does Isaiah 14 begin?

With God's promise to have mercy on Jacob and restore Israel.

Question 2
What happens to Babylon's oppressor?

His tyranny ends and his power is broken.

Question 3
Why does the earth rejoice?

Because relentless oppression has ceased.

Question 4
What happens when the king of Babylon enters the realm of the dead?

Former kings mock his fallen condition because he has become as weak as they are.

Question 5
What happens to his earthly pomp?

It disappears into the grave.



Question 6

Who is the “morning star” in the immediate context?

The language belongs to Isaiah's taunt against the proud king of Babylon.

Question 7

Why is the passage often connected with Satan?
Many Christian interpreters see the king's heavenly ambition, desire to rival the Most High, and
dramatic fall as also reflecting the deeper pattern of Satanic pride.

Question 8

What fivefold attitude dominates verses 13-147?
The repeated self-centered declaration:

“I will.”

Question 9
What is the result of that pride?

The exalted ruler is brought down to the grave and the depths of the pit.

Question 10

What had Babylon's king done to other nations?

He devastated cities, oppressed nations, and refused freedom to captives.

Question 11
What happens to Babylon?

God promises to rise against it and sweep away its proud power.

Question 12
What does Isaiah 14:24 teach?

What God plans will happen and what He purposes will stand.

Question 13

Can anyone thwart God's purpose?
No.
Isaiah asks rhetorically:

“Who can thwart Him?”



Question 14

Why is Philistia told not to celebrate?

The removal of one oppressor does not mean Philistia has escaped future judgment.

Question 15
Where do God's afflicted people find refuge?

In Zion, which the Lord Himself has established.

LIV. PERSONAL APPLICATION

Isaiah 14 asks several searching questions.

Where Has God Shown Me Mercy?

Have | thanked Him for restoration?

Is Pride Growing in My Heart?

How often do my plans begin with:
“T will”
without asking:

“What does God will?”

Am | Building a Throne for Myself?

Do | insist upon:
My way?
My truth?
My recognition?

My control?

What Earthly Glory Am | Chasing?

Will it matter when life ends?

Do | Mistake Temporary Power for Permanent Power?

What person or institution feels too powerful to fall?



Do | Believe God's Purpose Stands?

Can | trust Him when circumstances appear contradictory?

Am | Celebrating Too Quickly Because One Problem
Disappeared?

Is my confidence in changing circumstances or in God?

Where Is My Refuge?
Money?

Government?

People?

Myself?

Or:

The Lord?

LV. ACRAWFORD BIBLE STUDY
PRINCIPLE

“Pride Says, ‘I Will Ascend.’ God Says, ‘My Purpose Will
Stand.’”

That is the great conflict in Isaiah 14.
Human pride says:

My throne.

My greatness.

My will.

God says:

My purpose.

Principle:

Life becomes spiritually ordered when our “I will” bows before God's “I have purposed.”



LVI. MERCY BEFORE THE TAUNT

Notice the chapter's order.

Before Babylon's humiliation:

Israel receives mercy.

God's ultimate purpose is not merely:

Destroy the enemy.

Itis:

Restore His people.

Spiritual Principle

God's judgment and restoration both serve His holy purposes.

LVII. WHEN THE OPPRESSOR ENDS

Oppressors often create the illusion:
“This will never change.”

Isaiah says:

It changes.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
God's timetable may feel long, but no human tyranny outlives God's sovereignty.

LVIII. THE GREAT LEVELER

The kings in the grave say:
“You have become like us.”
Death removes:
Crowns.
Ranks.
Uniforms.

Titles.



Spiritual Principle

Humility is wisdom because mortality is certain.

LIX. THE FIVE “I WILLS”

The arrogant heart says:

| will ascend.

I will raise.

I will sit.

| will ascend.

I will make myself.

Everything revolves around:

Self.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Pride is not merely thinking much of yourself.

It is thinking too little of God.

LX. THE MOST HIGH HAS NO RIVAL

The proud ruler wants to become like:

The Most High.

But there is only:

One Most High.

Spiritual Principle

Creation flourishes when it worships God and collapses when it tries to replace Him.

LXI. FROM “I WILL ASCEND” TO “YOU
ARE BROUGHT DOWN?”

Two voices.

Creature:



| will ascend.

Creator:

You are brought down.

God's voice has the final word.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
Do not build your identity upon a declaration God must eventually contradict.

LXIl. GOD'S PLAN FOR ASSYRIA

Assyria appears invincible.
God says:

| will crush it.

Babylon appears magnificent.
God says:

I will sweep it away.
Spiritual Principle

God does not need a stronger empire in order to remain sovereign over the present empire.

LXII. THE UNSHAKABLE PURPOSE

Verse 24:

“As I have purposed, so it will stand.”
Verse 27:

“Who can thwart Him?”

These verses belong together.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

God's plans possess something human plans never possess:

Absolute sovereignty behind them.

LXIV. THE REFUGE OF THE AFFLICTED

Isaiah closes by focusing upon:



Afflicted people.

They are not forgotten.
God establishes:
Arefuge.

Spiritual Principle

God's sovereignty is not only terrifying to the proud.

It is comforting to the afflicted.

LXV. FINAL APPLICATION

Isaiah Chapter 14 begins with:
Mercy.

It moves through:

The downfall of Babylon.

The humiliation of pride.

The certainty of God's purpose.
And ends with:

Refuge.

That gives us a complete picture.
God is:

Merciful.

Just.

Sovereign.

Protective.

The king of Babylon believed power made him permanent.

It did not.

He believed nations existed beneath him.

He believed his throne could rise indefinitely.

Then:
He died.



His pomp disappeared.

The rulers he once terrified looked at him and said:
“You too have become weak, as we are.”

That is a warning to every human heart.

We may never rule an empire.

But pride can still say:

My life.

My plans.

My way.

My success.

My authority.

My future.

Isaiah teaches us to submit every:

“T will”

to:

“Your will be done.”

The passage traditionally associated with Lucifer gives the same warning at the deepest spiritual level.

Rebellion begins when the creature wants:

The Creator's place.

Satan's temptation has always been:

Exalt yourself.

Become your own authority.

Decide good and evil for yourself.

But the way upward in God's kingdom is not:

Self-exaltation.

Itis:

Humility.

Isaiah then gives us extraordinary confidence.

God says:

“As I have planned, so it will happen.”



That means:

Babylon cannot stop Him.
Assyria cannot stop Him.
Philistia cannot stop Him.

No nation can stop Him.

No ruler can stop Him.

No circumstance can stop Him.
His hand is stretched out.

Who can turn it back?

No one.

That truth should produce:
Humility toward God.
Confidence in God.

And freedom from fear of human power.
Finally:

Zion becomes refuge.

The afflicted find shelter where:
God establishes.

So when earthly powers shake:
Do not panic.

When proud people rise:

Do not envy them.

When rulers boast:

Do not worship them.

When your own heart says:

“I will ascend,”

Humble yourself.

And when everything around you seems uncertain:
Remember:

God's purpose stands.



Babylon falls.
Assyria falls.
Philistia is warned.

But the Lord remains.

Closing Prayer

Heavenly Father,

Thank You for Your mercy.

Thank You that discipline is not Your final word toward those You restore.
Thank You for gathering, comforting, and providing refuge for Your people.
Father, protect us from pride.

Search every hidden:

“T will”

within our hearts.

Forgive us when we try to live as though we are our own highest authority.
Forgive us when we want:

Control.

Recognition.

Power.

Praise.

More than we want obedience to You.

Teach us humility.

Remind us that every:

Position.

Possession.

Achievement.

Title.

Opportunity.

Comes under Your sovereign authority.



Father, protect us from Satanic pride—the desire to exalt ourselves against Your rightful rule.
Help us say:

Not my will.

But Yours.

Thank You that Your purposes cannot be stopped.
When the world seems unstable:

Remind us.

When nations rise:

Remind us.

When rulers boast:

Remind us.

When circumstances frighten us:

Remind us.

You have purposed.

Your purpose will stand.

No one can thwart Your hand.

Father, comfort those who are oppressed.
Give rest to those carrying heavy burdens.
Protect those who are afflicted.

Be their refuge.

Give wisdom to leaders.

Humble tyrants.

Defend the weak.

And keep us faithful to You.

May our lives never say:

“I will make myself great.”

May they say:

“Great is the Lord.”

In Jesus' name,

Amen.



Key Verse

“The Lord Almighty has sworn: ‘Surely, as I have planned, so it will happen, and as I
have purposed, so it will stand.”” — Isaiah 14:24

Central Truth

God mercifully restores His people, brings proud and oppressive rulers down from their
imagined heights, exposes the futility of self-exaltation, sovereignly accomplishes every purpose
He has determined, judges hostile nations, and establishes refuge for His afflicted people.

Isaiah 14 in One Sentence

Isaiah celebrates Israel's restoration, taunts the fallen king of Babylon whose pride brought him
from imagined heavenly heights to humiliation and death, declares that no one can thwart the
Lord's sovereign purpose, warns Philistia against false security, and assures the afflicted that
God Himself has established Zion as their refuge.



