
Introduction to Hebrews Chapter 13 

Let Brotherly Love Continue: Final Exhortations, the Unchanging Christ, and the 

Benediction 

 

Hebrews closes with a final chapter of practical exhortations, moving from the soaring 

theology of chapters eleven and twelve into the everyday texture of Christian community 

life. The chapter opens simply: let brotherly love continue. From there it moves through a 

series of specific commands, do not forget to entertain strangers, for some have 

entertained angels unawares; remember those in prison and those suffering adversity as 

though sharing their affliction directly; hold marriage in honor among all, keeping the 

marriage bed undefiled; and let your conduct be free from the love of money, being 

content with what you have, because God himself has said, I will never leave thee, nor 

forsake thee, so that believers may boldly say, the Lord is my helper, I will not fear what 

man shall do unto me. 

The chapter then turns to leadership and doctrine. Believers are told to remember those 

who had the rule over them, who spoke the word of God to them, and to follow their 

faith, considering the outcome of their manner of life. This leads directly into one of the 

most quoted verses in the entire epistle: Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and 

forever. On this unchanging foundation, the writer warns against being carried about with 

various and strange doctrines, insisting it is good for the heart to be established by grace, 

not by regulations concerning foods that have not profited those who observed them. 

Drawing once more on the imagery of the Day of Atonement, the writer notes that the 

bodies of the sacrificial animals whose blood was brought into the sanctuary were burned 

outside the camp; likewise Jesus suffered outside the gate, that he might sanctify the 

people through his own blood. Believers are therefore called to go forth to him outside 

the camp, bearing his reproach, for here they have no continuing city, but seek one to 

come. Through Jesus they are to continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, the fruit 

of lips giving thanks to his name, and not to forget to do good and to share what they 

have, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. 

The chapter closes with instructions to obey and submit to spiritual leaders who watch for 

the souls of the flock as those who must give account, a request for prayer, and one of the 

New Testament's great benedictions: Now the God of peace, that brought again from the 

dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the 

everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you 

that which is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever 



and ever. Amen. The letter ends with personal notes about Timothy, greetings, and a final 

benediction: Grace be with you all. Amen. 

 

Opening Prayer 

Father, as we come to the final chapter of this letter, we thank you for its rich instruction 

and its call to endurance, and we ask that brotherly love would continue among us, 

marking our lives as your people. 

Lord Jesus, we praise you as the one who is the same yesterday, today, and forever. In a 

world of shifting opinions and strange doctrines, anchor our hearts in the unchanging 

grace found only in you. 

Father, help us to be content with what we have, trusting your promise never to leave us 

nor forsake us, and give us courage to go forth to you outside the camp, bearing whatever 

reproach that may bring, because we seek the city that is to come. 

God of peace, who brought our Lord Jesus back from the dead as the great Shepherd of 

the sheep through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make us perfect in every good 

work to do your will, working in us what is pleasing in your sight, through Jesus Christ, 

to whom be glory forever and ever. In his name we pray, Amen. 

 

Section One: Hebrews 13:1-6 

Let Brotherly Love Continue: Hospitality, Compassion, Purity, and Contentment 

 

1 Let brotherly love continue. 

2 Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels 

unawares. 

3 Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them; and them which suffer 

adversity, as being yourselves also in the body. 

4 Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers 

God will judge. 

5 Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye 

have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 



6 So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do 

unto me. 

 

The Context 

After the theological heights of chapters eleven and twelve, the letter turns abruptly 

practical. The opening command, “let brotherly love continue,” assumes such love 

already exists among the readers and simply calls for its persistence, a reminder that 

Christian community is not a one-time achievement but an ongoing discipline. From this 

general principle the writer moves to specific applications, beginning with hospitality to 

strangers, a matter of real consequence in the ancient world where travelers depended on 

the kindness of households along their route. The reference to entertaining “angels 

unawares” recalls Abraham's encounter at Mamre in Genesis 18 and Lot's in Genesis 19, 

reminding readers that hospitality can carry unseen significance. 

The command to “remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them” calls for a 

solidarity that goes beyond distant sympathy; believers are to identify with the suffering 

of imprisoned and afflicted brethren as though they themselves shared the same body and 

circumstances. This mirrors the earlier exhortation in Hebrews 10:34 commending those 

who had compassion on prisoners and joyfully accepted the plundering of their goods. 

The instruction concerning marriage stands as a positive affirmation, marriage is 

honorable in all and the marriage bed undefiled, set against the judgment reserved for 

sexual immorality and adultery. This positions marital faithfulness as both a matter of 

personal holiness and a witness before a watching world. 

The section closes with a call to contentment rooted not in circumstance but in promise. 

The command to keep conduct free from the love of money is grounded in God's own 

words, quoting language echoing Deuteronomy 31:6 and Joshua 1:5, “I will never leave 

thee, nor forsake thee.” From this promise the writer draws confidence quoting Psalm 

118:6, “The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me,” showing 

that contentment and courage both flow from the security of God's abiding presence. 

 

Plain American English 

Keep loving each other like family. Don't forget to welcome strangers into your home, 

because some people have entertained angels without even realizing it. Remember those 

in prison as if you were locked up right there with them, and remember those going 

through hard times as if it were happening to your own body. Marriage should be 

honored by everyone, and the marriage bed kept pure, but God will judge those who are 



sexually immoral or unfaithful. Don't let your life be controlled by the love of money. Be 

satisfied with what you have, because God has said, “I will never leave you, and I will 

never abandon you.” That's why we can say with confidence, “The Lord is the one who 

helps me. I won't be afraid of anything people can do to me.” 

 

Key Observations 

Let brotherly love continue: This signifies Genuine Christian Community Is Not a 

One-Time Accomplishment but an Ongoing Discipline That Requires Deliberate, 

Continued Practice. 

Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels 

unawares: This signifies Hospitality Toward the Unfamiliar Carries Potential 

Significance Far Beyond What Is Immediately Visible, as the Biblical Record of 

Abraham and Lot Demonstrates. 

Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them; and them which suffer 

adversity, as being yourselves also in the body: This signifies Christian Compassion 

Calls for a Solidarity of Identification, Not Merely Distant Sympathy, With Those 

Who Suffer. 

Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and 

adulterers God will judge: This signifies Marital Faithfulness Is Affirmed as a 

Positive, Honorable Good Rather Than Merely a Prohibition Against Wrongdoing. 

Be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor 

forsake thee: This signifies Contentment With Present Circumstances Is Grounded 

Not in the Sufficiency of What One Possesses but in the Certainty of God's Abiding 

Presence. 

The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me: This signifies 

The Security of God's Unshakeable Presence Produces Practical Courage in the 

Face of Human Threats and Opposition. 

 

What This Means for Us Today 

1. Love Requires Ongoing Practice, Not Just Initial Feeling: Brotherly love is 

commanded to continue, implying effort and intentionality rather than passive sentiment. 

Believers today are called to actively sustain their care for one another rather than 

assuming affection alone will maintain community. 



2. Hospitality Remains a Concrete, Practical Expression of Faith: In a world of 

increasing isolation and suspicion of strangers, this passage calls believers to intentional 

welcome. Practically, this might mean opening one's home, welcoming newcomers at 

church, or caring for those who are unfamiliar or overlooked. 

3. Contentment Is Rooted in God's Presence, Not Financial Security: The passage 

ties contentment directly to God's promise of presence rather than to material sufficiency. 

Believers facing financial anxiety today can find genuine peace not by acquiring more 

but by resting in the certainty that God will never leave nor forsake them. 

 

How This Relates to Today 

In an era marked by transience and digital connection that often substitutes for genuine 

relationship, the call to let brotherly love continue and to practice hospitality toward 

strangers challenges believers to cultivate deeper, more costly forms of community. 

Welcoming the unfamiliar, whether a newcomer to a church, an immigrant, or someone 

simply outside one's usual circle, remains a tangible way believers embody the gospel's 

welcome. 

The instruction on contentment speaks powerfully into a culture of consumerism and 

financial anxiety. Rather than chasing security through accumulation, believers are 

invited to root their contentment in the unshakeable promise of God's presence, a promise 

that remains true regardless of economic circumstance, making it possible to face 

financial hardship, job loss, or scarcity without succumbing to fear or covetousness. 

 

Key Lesson: *Genuine community, compassionate solidarity, marital faithfulness, and 

contentment all flow from the same source, the unshakeable promise that God will never 

leave nor forsake his people.* 

 

Section Two: Hebrews 13:7-17 

Jesus Christ the Same Yesterday, Today, and Forever: Steadfast Faith and Sacrifices of 

Praise 

 

7 Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of 

God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation. 

8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. 



9 Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the 

heart be established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have 

been occupied therein. 

10 We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle. 

11 For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high 

priest for sin, are burned without the camp. 

12 Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered 

without the gate. 

13 Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach. 

14 For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come. 

15 By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit 

of our lips giving thanks to his name. 

16 But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well 

pleased. 

17 Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your 

souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for 

that is unprofitable for you. 

 

The Context 

This section opens with a call to remember spiritual leaders, likely those who had first 

brought the gospel to this community and who may have since died, given the instruction 

to consider “the end of their conversation,” meaning the outcome of their manner of life. 

Their faith is held up as a pattern worth following. This remembrance leads immediately 

into the chapter's theological centerpiece, “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, 

and forever,” a declaration of Christ's unchanging nature that anchors the surrounding 

exhortations. The leaders may pass away, but the Christ they proclaimed does not change. 

On this unchanging foundation, the writer warns against being “carried about with divers 

and strange doctrines,” likely referring to Jewish ceremonial regulations concerning 

foods, which the writer says do not profit those who observe them. True stability comes 

from the heart being established by grace, not from ritual observance. The writer then 

makes a striking theological move, declaring “we have an altar,” meaning the reality 

accomplished by Christ's sacrifice, from which those still serving the old tabernacle 

system have no right to eat. 



Verses 11-13 draw a precise parallel to the Day of Atonement ritual described in 

Leviticus 16, where the bodies of the sin offering animals, whose blood was brought into 

the sanctuary, were burned outside the camp rather than eaten. In the same way, Jesus 

suffered “without the gate” of Jerusalem, outside the camp, in order to sanctify the people 

through his own blood. This becomes the basis for a direct exhortation: believers are to 

“go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach,” embracing 

whatever social or religious rejection follows identification with Christ, because “here 

have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come,” echoing the pilgrim theme of 

chapter eleven. 

The section closes by describing the sacrifices now appropriate under the new covenant, 

not animal offerings but “the sacrifice of praise,” the fruit of lips giving thanks to God's 

name, along with practical good works and generosity, “to do good and to communicate,” 

sacrifices with which God is well pleased. Finally, the writer returns to the theme of 

leadership, instructing believers to obey and submit to those who watch for their souls as 

those who must give account, framing submission as something that benefits the 

congregation itself, sparing leaders needless grief in their oversight. 

 

Plain American English 

Remember your leaders, the ones who taught you God's word. Think about how their 

lives turned out, and follow their example of faith. Jesus Christ is exactly the same 

yesterday, today, and forever. Don't let yourselves get pulled along by all kinds of strange 

teachings. It's good for your heart to be strengthened by grace, not by rules about food, 

which never did anyone any good. We have an altar that people who are still stuck 

serving the old system have no right to eat from. Under the old law, the bodies of animals 

whose blood was brought into the sanctuary for sin were burned outside the camp. That's 

why Jesus also suffered outside the city gate, so he could make his people holy through 

his own blood. So let's go out to him, outside the camp, and be willing to bear the same 

rejection he faced, because we don't have a permanent home here, we're looking for the 

city that's coming. Through Jesus, then, let's keep offering God a sacrifice of praise, 

which means the words of our mouths thanking his name. And don't forget to do good 

and share what you have with others, because sacrifices like that make God happy. Obey 

your leaders and submit to them, because they're watching out for your souls and they'll 

have to answer for it. Make it easy for them to do that with joy instead of groaning, 

because that wouldn't do you any good either. 

 

Key Observations 



Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word 

of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation: This signifies 

Faithful Spiritual Leaders Leave Behind an Example Whose Outcome Is Worth 

Careful Consideration and Emulation. 

Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever: This signifies Christ's 

Unchanging Nature Provides the Stable Foundation on Which Every Other 

Exhortation in This Passage Rests. 

Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that 

the heart be established with grace: This signifies Spiritual Stability Comes From 

Being Anchored in Grace Rather Than From Following Every New Teaching That 

Arises. 

Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered 

without the gate: This signifies Jesus's Suffering Outside the City Gate Deliberately 

Fulfills the Pattern of the Sin Offering Being Burned Outside the Camp, Sanctifying 

His People Through His Own Blood. 

Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach... here 

have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come: This signifies Identification 

With Christ May Require Embracing Social Rejection, Made Bearable by the 

Certain Hope of a Lasting City Yet to Come. 

By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually... but to do 

good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased: 

This signifies Under the New Covenant, Acceptable Sacrifice Takes the Form of 

Continual Praise and Practical Generosity Rather Than Ritual Offering. 

 

What This Means for Us Today 

1. Christ's Unchanging Nature Anchors Us Amid Shifting Teaching: In an age of 

constant theological trends and competing voices, the declaration that Jesus is the same 

yesterday, today, and forever offers believers a fixed point of reference. Doctrinal 

stability begins with a settled confidence in the unchanging Christ, not the latest teaching. 

2. Following Christ May Cost Social Belonging: The call to go outside the camp 

bearing Christ's reproach reminds believers that faithfulness sometimes means accepting 

rejection from one's surrounding community. This can be lived out today in workplaces, 

families, or cultures that view Christian conviction as socially costly. 



3. Worship and Generosity Are the New Covenant's True Sacrifices: Rather than 

ritual observance, believers today express worship through continual praise and generous, 

practical good deeds. This reframes ordinary acts of kindness and thanksgiving as 

genuine acts of worship well pleasing to God. 

 

How This Relates to Today 

This passage speaks directly into a religious landscape crowded with competing 

teachings, trends, and personalities. The anchor point offered here is not a particular 

leader or method but Christ himself, unchanging across time. Believers navigating a 

fragmented information environment can find real stability by returning again and again 

to the person and character of Jesus rather than chasing whatever teaching currently has 

cultural traction. 

The call to go outside the camp also speaks to believers who face social cost for their 

faith, whether through strained family relationships, workplace friction, or cultural 

marginalization. This passage does not promise comfort in following Christ; it promises 

purpose, framing such reproach as identification with Jesus himself, and offers the hope 

of a lasting city that reframes present rejection in light of a secure future. 

 

Key Lesson: *Because Jesus Christ never changes, believers can withstand shifting 

doctrine, embrace whatever reproach faithfulness costs them, and offer God the ongoing 

sacrifices of praise and generosity that please him most.* 

 

Section Three: Hebrews 13:18-25 

The God of Peace: A Request for Prayer, a Benediction, and Final Greetings 

 

18 Pray for us: for we trust we have a good conscience, in all things willing to live 

honestly. 

19 But I beseech you the rather to do this, that I may be restored to you the sooner. 

20 Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 

shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 



21 Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is 

wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

22 And I beseech you, brethren, suffer the word of exhortation: for I have written a letter 

unto you in few words. 

23 Know ye that our brother Timothy is set at liberty; with whom, if he come shortly, I 

will see you. 

24 Salute all them that have the rule over you, and all the saints. They of Italy salute you. 

25 Grace be with you all. Amen. 

 

The Context 

The letter draws to its close with a personal request for prayer. The writer asks the 

community to pray on his behalf, expressing confidence in a good conscience and a 

sincere desire to live honestly in all things, and adds a particular hope that such prayer 

would hasten his restoration to them, suggesting some separation or hindrance currently 

keeping him from the community he addresses. 

Verses 20-21 form one of the richest benedictions in the New Testament, gathering 

together major themes from across the entire epistle into a single sweeping prayer. God is 

named “the God of peace,” the one who brought back from the dead “our Lord Jesus, that 

great shepherd of the sheep,” language recalling both the resurrection and Christ's 

pastoral care over his people. This resurrection occurred “through the blood of the 

everlasting covenant,” tying together the sacrificial and covenantal themes developed 

throughout the letter. The prayer's request is that God would make the readers “perfect in 

every good work to do his will,” working within them what is well pleasing in his sight, 

through Jesus Christ, to whom the doxology ascribes glory forever and ever. 

The closing verses shift to practical, personal matters. The writer describes the letter as 

“the word of exhortation,” written “in few words,” a description matching the epistle's 

relatively compact but densely argued structure. He informs the readers that Timothy, 

evidently a shared companion known to both writer and audience, has been released from 

custody or restraint, and expresses hope of visiting them together with Timothy soon. 

Final greetings are extended to the leaders and to all the saints, along with greetings sent 

from believers in Italy, before the letter closes with the simple and comprehensive 

benediction, “Grace be with you all. Amen.” 

 



Plain American English 

Pray for us. We're confident we have a clear conscience and want to live honestly in 

every way. I especially urge you to pray so that I can be restored to you that much sooner. 

Now may the God of peace, who brought our Lord Jesus back from the dead as the great 

shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant, make you complete in 

every good thing so you can do his will, working in you what pleases him, through Jesus 

Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. I urge you, brothers and sisters, to bear 

with this word of encouragement, since I've written to you fairly briefly. You should 

know that our brother Timothy has been released. If he gets here soon, I'll come see you 

together with him. Greet all your leaders and all God's people. Those from Italy send you 

their greetings. Grace be with all of you. Amen. 

 

Key Observations 

Pray for us: for we trust we have a good conscience, in all things willing to live 

honestly: This signifies The Writer Models Vulnerability by Requesting Prayer for 

Himself, Demonstrating That Even Spiritual Leaders Depend on the Intercession of 

the Community They Serve. 

Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 

shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant: This signifies 

This Benediction Gathers Together the Epistle's Major Themes of Resurrection, 

Shepherding Care, and Covenant Blood Into a Single Comprehensive Statement. 

Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is 

wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever: 

This signifies Spiritual Completion Is Presented as God's Own Work Within 

Believers, Not a Self-Generated Achievement, All for His Glory. 

I beseech you, brethren, suffer the word of exhortation: for I have written a letter 

unto you in few words: This signifies The Writer Characterizes the Entire Epistle as 

a Word of Encouragement and Exhortation, Inviting the Readers to Receive Even 

Its Difficult Warnings With Patience. 

Grace be with you all. Amen: This signifies The Letter's Final Word Is Grace, 

Fittingly Summarizing an Epistle Devoted to Explaining the Superior, Sufficient 

Grace Available Through Christ. 

 

What This Means for Us Today 



1. Even Spiritual Leaders Need the Prayers of Their Community: The writer's own 

request for prayer reminds believers today that no one, however mature or experienced in 

ministry, is beyond the need for the intercession and support of others. Praying for 

pastors and leaders remains a vital, often overlooked responsibility. 

2. God Himself Completes the Good Work He Begins in Us: The benediction's 

language, that God works in believers what is pleasing in his sight, reassures Christians 

that spiritual growth and perfection are ultimately God's doing, not solely the product of 

human striving, offering rest to those who feel perpetually inadequate. 

3. The Whole of Scripture, Even Its Warnings, Is Meant as Encouragement: The 

writer describes his letter, including its sobering warnings, as a word of exhortation to be 

received patiently. Believers today can approach difficult or convicting portions of 

Scripture as ultimately intended for their good, not their condemnation. 

 

How This Relates to Today 

The closing request for prayer models a posture of mutual dependence that counters the 

tendency to view spiritual leaders as self-sufficient or beyond need. Congregations today 

are reminded that praying for those who teach and lead them is not optional but a genuine 

partnership in ministry, one that benefits both the leader and the community itself. 

The great benediction offers comfort to believers wearied by the pursuit of spiritual 

growth under their own strength. Knowing that God himself works within his people 

what is pleasing in his sight relieves the pressure of self-manufactured perfection and 

redirects confidence toward God's ongoing, active work through Jesus Christ. The letter's 

final word, grace, serves as a fitting summary for believers today: whatever failures, 

struggles, or uncertainties remain, grace is sufficient and freely given to all. 

 

Key Lesson: *The God of peace who raised the great Shepherd from the dead is himself 

at work perfecting his people for every good work, and his grace, freely extended to all, 

remains the fitting final word over every believer's life.* 

 

Closing Prayer 

Father, thank you for bringing this letter, and this study of it, to a close with such a rich 

benediction. We echo its words back to you now: you are the God of peace, who brought 

our Lord Jesus back from the dead as the great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood 

of the everlasting covenant. 



Lord, make us perfect in every good work to do your will, working in us what is well 

pleasing in your sight, through Jesus Christ. We know this completion is your work in us, 

not merely our own effort, and we rest in that truth. 

Thank you for the leaders you have placed over us, and for the example of faith they 

leave behind. Give us grace to obey and honor them, and give them joy rather than grief 

as they watch over our souls. 

And now, Father, let brotherly love continue among us, let hospitality and compassion 

mark our lives, and let us go forth to you, outside the camp if need be, holding fast to the 

hope of the city that is to come. Grace be with us all, in Jesus's name, Amen. 

 

 

Soli Deo Gloria 

Glory to God Alone 


