
Introduction to Hebrews Chapter 6 

Pressing On to Maturity: The Peril of Falling Away and the Anchor of an 

Unshakable Hope 

Chapter 5 closed by rebuking its readers for a troubling spiritual immaturity — believers 

who should have been teachers by now, still needing milk instead of solid food. Chapter 

6 opens by picking up that thread directly: therefore, leaving behind the elementary 

teaching about Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation already 

laid — repentance from dead works, faith toward God, instruction about washings and 

the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. This we will 

do, the author adds, if God permits, acknowledging even the pursuit of maturity as 

dependent on God's own enabling. 

 

What follows is one of the most severe and debated warnings in the entire New 

Testament. It is impossible, the chapter states, to restore again to repentance those who 

were once enlightened, who tasted the heavenly gift, who shared in the Holy Spirit, who 

tasted the goodness of God's word and the powers of the age to come, if they then fall 

away — because in doing so they are, in effect, crucifying the Son of God all over again 

and holding him up to open contempt. The chapter illustrates this with an image drawn 

from agriculture: land that drinks in the rain and produces a useful crop receives God's 

blessing, but land that produces only thorns is worthless, near to being cursed, and 

destined to be burned. 

 

Just as this warning reaches its most severe point, the chapter pivots with striking pastoral 

warmth. Beloved, the author writes — a term of address used nowhere else so directly in 

the letter — we are confident of better things in your case, things that belong to salvation, 

even though we have spoken this way. This confidence rests on observable evidence: the 

readers' ongoing work and labor of love, shown in their service to fellow believers. The 

chapter then urges this same diligence to continue, not with laziness, but in imitation of 

those who through faith and patience inherit what has been promised. 

 

The chapter closes by naming exactly that kind of example: Abraham, to whom God 

swore an oath — since there was no one greater to swear by, he swore by himself — 

promising surely to bless and multiply him, a promise Abraham obtained only after 

patient endurance. Because human oaths settle disputes and provide confirmation, God, 

wanting to show the heirs of the promise even more clearly the unchangeable nature of 



his purpose, guaranteed his word with an oath as well. The result is two unchangeable 

things, God's promise and God's oath, in which it is impossible for him to lie, giving 

believers strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before them — a hope 

pictured as an anchor for the soul, sure and steadfast, reaching into the very presence of 

God, where Jesus has already gone before us as forerunner, having become a high priest 

forever after the order of Melchizedek. The chapter closes exactly where it needs to, 

poised to resume the full explanation of that priesthood in chapter 7. 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

Heavenly Father, 

 

We come to Hebrews chapter 6 asking for the maturity this chapter calls us toward — not 

content to keep relaying foundations we have already built, but pressing forward, by your 

permission and your power, toward the fuller knowledge and obedience you intend for 

us. Give us the courage to hear this chapter's severe warning without flinching, and the 

humility to let it search us honestly rather than dismiss it too quickly. 

 

Lord, we are grateful that the same chapter that warns us so seriously also speaks to us 

so warmly — beloved, confident of better things in us, things that accompany salvation. 

Let the evidence of your work and love be visible in our lives as it was in theirs, in 

genuine, ongoing service to your people. Keep us from slothfulness, and make us 

imitators of those who through faith and patience have inherited what you promised. 

 

And Father, thank you for the two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for you 

to lie — your promise and your oath — that give us strong encouragement to hold fast to 

the hope set before us. Let that hope be for us exactly what this chapter says it is: an 

anchor for our souls, sure and steadfast, reaching into your own presence, where Jesus 

our forerunner has already gone ahead of us as our great and eternal high priest. 

 

In Jesus' name, Amen. 

 

Hebrews 6:1–8 



Press On to Maturity: The Severe Warning Against Falling Away 

 

(1) Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; 

not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, 

(2) Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, 

and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. 

(3) And this will we do, if God permit. 

(4) For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, 

and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, 

(5) And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come, 

(6) If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; 

seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame. 

(7) For the earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, 

and bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing from 

God: 

(8) But that which beareth thorns and briers is rejected, and is nigh unto cursing; 

whose end is to be burned. 

 

The Context 

Verses 1 through 3 continue directly from chapter 5's rebuke, naming six elementary 

teachings shared broadly with the Jewish tradition the readers came from: repentance 

from dead works, faith toward God, teaching about washings, the laying on of hands, the 

resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. These are not false teachings to be 

abandoned but foundational ones not to be perpetually relaid. The call is to leave them in 

the sense of building upon them, pressing on toward maturity — and the author 

immediately qualifies even this resolve with humility: this we will do, if God permits, 

acknowledging that spiritual progress ultimately depends on God's own enabling. 

 



Verses 4 through 6 then deliver the chapter's most severe and carefully worded warning. 

The description of those in view is deliberately rich: once enlightened, having tasted the 

heavenly gift, made partakers of the Holy Spirit, having tasted the goodness of God's 

word and the powers of the coming age. This is not vague or hypothetical language; it 

describes genuine, substantial experience of the gospel's blessings. The warning states 

that if such people fall away — a decisive, deliberate defection rather than an ordinary 

stumble or struggle — it is impossible to restore them again to repentance, because they 

are, in effect, crucifying the Son of God for themselves all over again and holding him up 

to public contempt. 

 

This warning has occasioned centuries of careful theological discussion, and its force 

depends on precisely what kind of falling away is in view: not doubt, not sin, not spiritual 

struggle, but a willful, informed repudiation of Christ that aligns itself with those who 

rejected and shamed him at his crucifixion. The severity of the language matches the 

severity of the act being described — not backsliding in the ordinary sense but a 

deliberate turning against the very Christ once genuinely tasted and known. 

 

Verses 7 and 8 illustrate this warning with an image drawn from agriculture. Land that 

drinks in the rain that regularly falls on it and produces a useful crop for those who 

cultivate it receives a blessing from God. But land that produces only thorns and thistles, 

despite receiving the same rain, is worthless and near to being cursed, its end to be 

burned. The illustration's force lies in the shared rain — the same gospel blessing falls on 

both, and the outcome reveals rather than creates the true nature of the soil beneath. This 

sets up the more hopeful pastoral turn that follows immediately in verse 9. 

 

Plain American English 

So let us leave behind the elementary teaching about Christ and move on toward 

maturity, not laying the foundation all over again — repentance from dead works, faith in 

God, teaching about washings, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and 

eternal judgment. And we will do this, if God permits. For it is impossible to bring back 

to repentance people who were once enlightened, who tasted the heavenly gift, who 

shared in the Holy Spirit, who tasted the goodness of God's word and the powers of the 

coming age, and then fell away — because they are crucifying the Son of God all over 

again for themselves and publicly disgracing him. Land that drinks in the rain that 

regularly falls on it and produces a useful crop for those who farm it receives a blessing 

from God. But land that produces thorns and thistles is worthless, close to being cursed, 

and will end up being burned. 



 

Key Observations 

“Leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection”: This 

signifies A Call to Press Forward Toward Maturity Rather Than Perpetually 

Relaying the Same Elementary Foundation, Without Discarding That Foundation's 

Genuine Value. 

The command to leave the elementary teachings does not mean abandoning them as false 

or unimportant; the metaphor is architectural — a foundation is meant to be built upon, 

not endlessly relaid. This distinguishes healthy spiritual progress from either of two 

errors: neglecting foundational truths altogether, or remaining perpetually stuck 

reviewing them instead of building the fuller structure of maturity those foundations were 

meant to support. 

 

“And this will we do, if God permit”: This signifies Even the Pursuit of Spiritual 

Maturity Is Acknowledged as Ultimately Dependent on God's Own Enabling, Not 

Achievable by Human Resolve Alone. 

This small qualifying phrase carries significant theological weight. The author does not 

present maturity as something believers simply decide to achieve through effort alone; 

even the resolve to press on is offered in humble submission to God's permission and 

enabling. This holds together genuine human responsibility — the labor of pressing on is 

real and required — with genuine dependence on God, refusing to let either collapse into 

the other. 

 

“It is impossible for those who were once enlightened... if they shall fall away, to 

renew them again unto repentance”: This signifies The Warning Describes a 

Deliberate, Fully Informed Repudiation of Christ by Those Who Had Genuinely 

Experienced the Gospel's Blessings — Not Ordinary Doubt, Struggle, or Sin. 

The richness of the description — enlightened, tasted the heavenly gift, partakers of the 

Holy Spirit, tasted the goodness of God's word and the powers of the coming age — rules 

out any reading of this warning as addressing merely superficial or nominal religious 

exposure. The falling away in view is a decisive, willful act, not the ordinary experience 

of doubt, temptation, or moral failure that every believer encounters. This distinction 

matters enormously for how the warning should be received: as a sober description of a 

specific, deliberate danger, not a source of anxiety for every believer who struggles or 

doubts. 



 

“Seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open 

shame”: This signifies The Gravity of This Falling Away Lies in Its Effective Re-

Enactment of Christ's Crucifixion — a Willful Alignment with Those Who Rejected 

and Publicly Shamed Him. 

This phrase explains why the described falling away is treated as uniquely serious: it is 

not merely a failure to continue but an active, ongoing alignment with the very forces that 

crucified Christ in the first place. To have genuinely tasted the gospel's blessings and then 

deliberately repudiate them is, in this framing, to take a side already taken once at 

Calvary — a description whose weight depends entirely on genuine, informed experience 

of Christ, not casual or superficial familiarity. 

 

“The earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it... receiveth blessing 

from God: But that which beareth thorns and briers is rejected”: This signifies The 

Same Gospel Blessing, Received by Two Different Kinds of Ground, Produces 

Radically Different and Self-Revealing Outcomes — the Fruit, Not the Rain 

Received, Distinguishes Them. 

The illustration's power lies in the shared rain: both kinds of ground receive the identical 

blessing, yet what each produces differs entirely. This suggests that the outward 

experience of gospel blessing described in verses 4 and 5 does not, by itself, guarantee 

which kind of soil a person actually is; the fruit produced over time is what reveals the 

true nature underneath, a sober but clarifying principle for self-examination. 

 

What This Means for Us Today 

1. Build Upon Foundational Truths Rather Than Endlessly Relaying Them: 

Believers should examine whether they are actually progressing in spiritual maturity or 

remaining indefinitely at the foundational stage, treating basic teaching as a permanent 

destination rather than a starting point meant to support further growth. 

 

2. Read the Severe Warning Accurately Rather Than Either Dismissing or 

Overapplying It: This passage should not be used to torment believers experiencing 

ordinary doubt, sin, or spiritual struggle, since the falling away in view is a decisive, fully 

informed repudiation of Christ, not the common experience of imperfect faith. At the 

same time, its severity should not be softened into irrelevance; it names a real and serious 

danger that deserves sober attention rather than casual dismissal. 



 

3. Examine the Fruit Your Life Is Producing as Genuine Evidence of Spiritual 

Reality: Following the passage's own illustration, believers should look honestly at what 

their lives are actually producing over time, since the same exposure to gospel blessing 

can result in radically different outcomes depending on the true condition of the heart 

receiving it. Fruit, not merely exposure, is the passage's own diagnostic. 

 

How This Relates to Today 

The passage's severe warning speaks with continuing relevance to contemporary 

conversations about deconversion and public repudiation of faith, particularly among 

those raised with substantial exposure to genuine Christian teaching and experience. 

Rather than offering easy answers about any specific individual's eternal state, this 

passage names the seriousness of deliberate, informed rejection of Christ as a category 

worth taking with real weight, while also cautioning against applying it carelessly to 

every person who struggles, doubts, or even temporarily walks away. 

 

The agricultural illustration's insight that identical exposure to blessing can produce 

entirely different fruit also speaks into contemporary discussions about nominal versus 

genuine faith within religious communities, where outward participation and even 

genuine spiritual experience do not automatically guarantee lasting spiritual fruit. This 

passage offers a sober framework for that reality without collapsing into either 

presumption or despair — the fruit produced over time, not merely the blessing received, 

is what the passage points to as revealing. 

 

Key Lesson: *The chapter opens by calling believers to press on toward maturity rather 

than endlessly relaying elementary foundations, and then delivers its most severe 

warning: those who have genuinely tasted the gospel's blessings and then deliberately 

repudiate Christ cannot be renewed again to repentance, because such an act aligns 

itself with those who crucified and shamed him — a warning illustrated by land that, 

despite receiving the same rain as fruitful ground, produces only thorns and moves 

toward being burned, its barren fruit revealing rather than creating its true condition.* 

 

Hebrews 6:9–12 

Better Things That Accompany Salvation: Pastoral Confidence and the Call to Diligence 



 

(9) But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, 

and things that accompany salvation, though we thus speak. 

(10) For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, 

which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do 

minister. 

(11) And we desire that every one of you do shew the same diligence 

to the full assurance of hope unto the end: 

(12) That ye be not slothful, but followers of them 

who through faith and patience inherit the promises. 

 

The Context 

Verse 9 marks a dramatic and deliberate tonal shift from the severity of the preceding 

warning. Beloved — a term of address the author uses nowhere else in the letter with this 

directness — we are confident of better things in your case, things that belong to 

salvation, even though we have spoken this way. This clarifies retroactively how the 

warning of verses 4 through 8 was intended: not as a prediction of the readers' actual fate, 

but as a genuine caution against a real danger, offered precisely because the author 

believes his readers are not, in fact, the barren ground just described. 

 

Verse 10 grounds this confidence in concrete, observable evidence rather than mere 

sentiment: God is not unjust to forget the readers' work and labor of love, demonstrated 

in their service to fellow believers — a ministry the verse notes is not merely past but 

ongoing, and do minister. This detail matters: the confidence expressed is not blind 

optimism but reasoned assessment based on visible spiritual fruit, precisely the kind of 

evidence the previous section's illustration of fruitful versus barren ground would lead a 

careful pastor to look for. 

 

Verse 11 turns this confidence into exhortation: the author's desire is that every one of the 

readers would show the same diligence to the full assurance of hope until the end. The 

phrase full assurance of hope connects back to chapter 3's language of holding confidence 

firm to the end, reinforcing that assurance in Hebrews is not a static possession secured 



once and set aside but something actively pursued and maintained through sustained 

diligence all the way through. 

 

Verse 12 completes the exhortation with both a warning and a positive model: do not 

become sluggish — using the same root word translated dull of hearing in chapter 5:11 

— but instead imitate those who through faith and patience inherit the promises. This 

verse functions as a direct bridge into the extended example that follows, naming faith 

and patience together as the combination that characterizes genuine inheritors of God's 

promises, setting up Abraham as the concrete illustration of exactly this pattern. 

 

Plain American English 

But dear friends, even though we are speaking this way, we are confident of better things 

in your case — things that belong to salvation. God is not unjust; he will not forget your 

work and the love you have shown for his name by serving his people, and by continuing 

to serve them still. We want each of you to show this same diligence all the way to the full 

assurance of hope, right to the end, so that you will not become lazy, but will imitate 

those who, through faith and patience, are inheriting what was promised. 

 

Key Observations 

“We are persuaded better things of you, and things that accompany salvation, 

though we thus speak”: This signifies The Preceding Warning Was a Genuine 

Caution Against a Real Danger, Not a Prediction of the Readers' Actual Fate — 

Severity and Confidence Can Coexist Without Contradiction. 

This verse retroactively clarifies the pastoral purpose behind the severity of verses 4 

through 8: a faithful shepherd names real dangers precisely because he cares about the 

flock's safety, not because he expects the worst outcome for them. The coexistence of a 

stern warning and genuine confidence in the same passage models a form of pastoral care 

that takes danger seriously without assuming the worst about the people being warned. 

 

“God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love... in that ye have 

ministered to the saints, and do minister”: This signifies Concrete, Continuing 

Service to Fellow Believers Functions as Observable Evidence of Genuine Salvation, 

Faithfully Remembered by God Himself. 



The author's confidence is not groundless; it rests on visible evidence — labor of love 

expressed specifically in ministry to other believers, and crucially, ministry that continues 

into the present rather than belonging only to the past. This offers a concrete, practical 

answer to the question the previous section's illustration raised: what does fruitful ground 

actually look like? Here, at least in part, it looks like ongoing, tangible service to the 

people of God. 

 

“The same diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end”: This signifies 

Assurance of Hope Is Not a Static Possession Secured Once and Set Aside, but 

Something Actively Pursued and Maintained Through Sustained Diligence All the 

Way to the End. 

The phrase full assurance echoes and reinforces the letter's recurring insistence, already 

seen in chapter 3, that genuine confidence in Christ is confirmed through perseverance 

rather than merely asserted at a single past moment. Diligence here is not opposed to 

assurance but is presented as its very pathway — the ongoing means by which assurance 

grows more full and more secure over time, not a a source of doubt about a settled matter. 

 

“That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience 

inherit the promises”: This signifies The Antidote to Spiritual Sluggishness Is the 

Deliberate, Active Imitation of Proven Examples Who Combined Faith with Patient 

Endurance. 

The word for slothful here shares its root with the dullness of hearing named in chapter 5, 

tying this exhortation directly back to that earlier diagnosis. The remedy offered is not 

merely willpower but imitation — deliberately following the pattern of those who have 

already walked the same path successfully, combining faith and patience together, a 

pairing that anticipates the extended example of Abraham about to be introduced. 

 

What This Means for Us Today 

1. Offer Warning and Confidence Together When Caring for Others' Spiritual 

Well-Being: Believers in positions of pastoral or parental responsibility can learn from 

this passage's example of naming real danger honestly while also expressing genuine 

confidence in those being warned. Neither harsh warning alone nor uncritical affirmation 

alone reflects the balanced, caring posture this passage models. 

 



2. Look for Ongoing, Not Merely Past, Evidence of Genuine Faith: The passage's 

specific mention that the readers' ministry continues into the present, not merely belonged 

to the past, is a useful diagnostic for self-examination. Believers should ask not only what 

they once did for the sake of Christ's name but what they are currently doing, since 

ongoing fruit is what this passage points to as reliable evidence. 

 

3. Pursue Assurance Actively Through Diligence Rather Than Waiting Passively for 

a Feeling of Certainty: Because full assurance is tied here to sustained diligence rather 

than a single decisive experience, believers struggling with doubt about their standing 

before God should be pointed toward active perseverance in faith and service rather than 

an anxious search for a particular emotional state of certainty. 

 

How This Relates to Today 

The passage's grounding of confidence in observable, ongoing service to others speaks 

with real relevance to a contemporary spirituality that sometimes privileges internal 

feelings of assurance over any concrete, visible evidence of genuine faith. Hebrews 6 

does not dismiss internal assurance, but it anchors confident hope, at least in part, in 

something checkable and real — actual, continuing labor of love for other people — 

offering a more grounded alternative to purely introspective measures of spiritual health. 

 

The passage's call to imitate proven examples of faith and patience also speaks into a 

culture that often prizes individual spiritual experience over intentional mentorship and 

modeling. Deliberately identifying and imitating mature examples of sustained faith, 

rather than assuming spiritual growth happens automatically or in isolation, remains a 

countercultural but biblically grounded practice worth recovering in contemporary 

discipleship. 

 

Key Lesson: *Following its severest warning, the chapter pivots to genuine pastoral 

confidence grounded in the readers' concrete, continuing labor of love for other 

believers, and calls them to sustain that same diligence all the way to a full and settled 

assurance of hope — not through passive waiting but through the same combination of 

faith and patient endurance modeled by those who have already inherited what God 

promised.* 

 



Hebrews 6:13–20 

Two Unchangeable Things: God's Promise and Oath to Abraham, and the Anchor of the 

Soul 

 

(13) For when God made promise to Abraham, because he could swear by no greater, he 

sware by himself, 

(14) Saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee. 

(15) And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise. 

(16) For men verily swear by the greater: 

and an oath for confirmation is to them an end of all strife. 

(17) Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the 

immutability of his counsel, 

confirmed it by an oath: 

(18) That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, 

we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope 

set before us: 

(19) Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, 

and which entereth into that within the veil; 

(20) Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, 

made an high priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. 

 

The Context 

Verses 13 through 15 introduce Abraham as the concrete example the previous section 

pointed toward. When God made his promise to Abraham, recorded in Genesis 22 

following the binding of Isaac, he swore by himself, since there was no one greater to 

swear by, promising surely to bless and to multiply him. Verse 15 notes the outcome with 

careful precision: after patient endurance, Abraham obtained the promise — modeling 

exactly the combination of faith and patience the previous section urged the readers to 



imitate, and demonstrating that even so foundational a figure as Abraham received God's 

promise only through sustained waiting, not instant fulfillment. 

 

Verses 16 and 17 explain the significance of God's use of an oath. Among people, an oath 

appeals to someone greater and functions to end all dispute, providing confirmation. 

Because God had no one greater to appeal to, his oath by himself carries unique weight 

— and the passage explains why God chose to add an oath to his already-given promise: 

he wanted to show the heirs of the promise even more clearly the unchangeable nature of 

his purpose, confirming it with an oath as an act of gracious accommodation to human 

need for certainty, not because his simple word required reinforcement to be true. 

 

Verse 18 states the purpose behind this doubled assurance: that by two unchangeable 

things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we might have strong encouragement. The 

phrase in which it is impossible for God to lie echoes the letter's earlier confidence in 

God's unlying character, and the two unchangeable things — God's promise and God's 

oath — together provide a doubled, not merely single, ground of certainty for those the 

verse describes as having fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before them, language 

evoking the cities of refuge in the Old Testament, places of safety for those fleeing 

danger. 

 

Verses 19 and 20 close the chapter with one of its most memorable images: this hope is 

described as an anchor for the soul, both sure and steadfast, entering into the inner 

sanctuary behind the curtain — the Holy of Holies, the innermost and most sacred space 

of the temple, ordinarily accessible only to the high priest and only once a year. There, 

the passage declares, the forerunner has already entered on our behalf: Jesus, now named 

directly for the first time in several verses, made a high priest forever after the order of 

Melchizedek. The chapter's final phrase names this priestly order for the third time in the 

letter, deliberately building anticipation for the full explanation that chapter 7 is about to 

deliver. 

 

Plain American English 

When God made his promise to Abraham, since there was no one greater to swear by, he 

swore by himself, saying, "I will surely bless you and give you many descendants." And 

so, after waiting patiently, Abraham received what was promised. People swear by 

someone greater than themselves, and an oath confirms what is said and ends all 



argument. Because God wanted to make it even clearer to those who would inherit the 

promise that his purpose would never change, he backed it up with an oath. God did this 

so that, by two things that cannot change, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who 

have fled to him for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold on to the hope set 

before us. This hope is like an anchor for our souls, firm and secure. It reaches into the 

inner sanctuary behind the curtain, where Jesus has already gone in before us as our 

forerunner, having become a high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek. 

 

Key Observations 

“Because he could swear by no greater, he sware by himself... Surely blessing I will 

bless thee”: This signifies God's Oath to Abraham Was Grounded Entirely in His 

Own Supreme Being, Since No Higher Authority Existed to Guarantee It — an Act 

of Gracious Accommodation, Not a Sign of Needed Reinforcement. 

That God swears by himself is not a sign that his simple word was somehow insufficient, 

but a gracious condescension to the pattern of human oath-taking in order to give his 

people the fullest possible assurance available within their own frame of understanding. 

The doubled phrasing — surely blessing I will bless, multiplying I will multiply — 

reflects a Hebrew idiom of intensified certainty, underscoring the promise's emphatic, 

unshakable character. 

 

“And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise”: This signifies 

Abraham's Reception of the Promise Came Only Through Sustained Patient 

Endurance, Not Immediate Fulfillment — the Very Pattern the Readers Are Being 

Urged to Imitate. 

This brief but significant verse compresses decades of Abraham's life, marked by long 

delay, uncertainty, and testing, into a single statement of eventual, patient reception. Its 

placement here is deliberate: having just urged the readers to imitate those who inherit the 

promises through faith and patience, the author supplies the concrete historical example, 

demonstrating that even the father of faith did not receive God's promise instantly or 

without sustained waiting. 

 

“By two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have 

a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before 

us”: This signifies God Doubled the Grounds of Assurance — His Promise and His 



Oath Together — Precisely Because He Understood How Much Struggling Faith 

Benefits from Reinforced, Multiplied Certainty. 

The image of fleeing for refuge evokes the Old Testament cities of refuge, places of 

safety for those in danger, casting the believer's hope not as a passive feeling but as an 

active flight toward genuine safety. The doubling of unchangeable grounds — promise 

and oath together — reflects God's own gracious accommodation to human need for 

assurance, providing more security than his bare word alone would have required, 

precisely because he knows what fragile faith needs. 

 

“Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which 

entereth into that within the veil”: This signifies Christian Hope Is Pictured as a 

Fixed, External Anchor Reaching into God's Own Presence, Not a Fragile Internal 

Feeling Dependent on Fluctuating Circumstance. 

The anchor imagery is deliberately nautical, evoking the constant instability of life at sea 

— a fitting picture for believers navigating real uncertainty and trial. But this anchor's 

security does not depend on anything within the boat itself; it depends entirely on what it 

is fastened to, and this passage specifies precisely what that is: the inner sanctuary itself, 

the very presence of God, made accessible through Christ's own priestly entrance there. 

 

“Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for ever 

after the order of Melchisedec”: This signifies Jesus Has Already Entered the Very 

Place Believers' Hope Is Anchored To, Blazing the Trail as Both Forerunner and 

Permanent High Priest. 

The term forerunner describes someone who runs ahead to prepare the way for others 

who will follow, a fitting final image for a chapter that has moved from warning against 

falling behind to confident hope in one who has already gone ahead. The chapter's third 

mention of the order of Melchizedek functions as a deliberate hinge, closing this section's 

argument while opening directly into the extended explanation chapter 7 is about to 

provide. 

 

What This Means for Us Today 

1. Expect God's Promises to Require Patient Endurance, Following Abraham's Own 

Pattern: Believers waiting on unfulfilled promises can take genuine encouragement from 

Abraham's example — patient endurance, not instant fulfillment, characterized even the 



father of faith's own experience of receiving what God had pledged. Delay does not 

indicate the promise's failure any more than it did in Abraham's case. 

 

2. Root Assurance in What God Has Said and Sworn, Not in Fluctuating Inner 

Feelings: Because the passage locates strong consolation in two unchangeable, external 

realities — God's promise and God's oath — rather than in the believer's own emotional 

state, those whose confidence wavers should be directed back to these fixed, external 

grounds of hope rather than urged to manufacture a feeling of certainty from within. 

 

3. Picture Your Hope as Anchored in God's Presence, Not in Changing 

Circumstances: The anchor imagery invites believers to examine what their hope is 

actually fastened to. A hope anchored in favorable circumstances, health, or human 

relationships will move with those circumstances; the hope this passage describes is fixed 

instead to the unchanging presence of God himself, secured there by Christ's own priestly 

entrance. 

 

How This Relates to Today 

The passage's picture of hope as an anchor speaks powerfully into a contemporary 

experience of chronic instability and uncertainty, whether economic, relational, or global, 

where many people search in vain for something solid enough to hold onto amid constant 

change. Hebrews 6 offers a specific, well-defined answer to that search — not a vague 

optimism but a hope anchored in something entirely outside the fluctuating self and 

circumstances, reaching directly into the presence of God. 

 

The passage's insistence that God doubled the grounds of assurance for the sake of 

struggling human faith also speaks into a culture increasingly skeptical of any claim to 

certainty, where confident belief is often treated as naive or unsophisticated. Hebrews 6 

does not ask for certainty manufactured by the believer's own effort; it grounds strong 

consolation in God's own gracious accommodation to human need for reinforced 

assurance, offering a model of confident faith that is neither naive nor apologetic about 

its grounds. 

 

Key Lesson: *The chapter closes by pointing to Abraham as proof that God's promises 

are received through patient endurance, and by explaining that God doubled the grounds 



of assurance with both promise and oath — two unchangeable things in which it is 

impossible for him to lie — so that believers fleeing for refuge might hold a hope pictured 

as a sure and steadfast anchor for the soul, reaching into God's own presence, where 

Jesus our forerunner has already entered as a permanent high priest after the order of 

Melchizedek.* 

 

Closing Prayer 

 

Heavenly Father, 

 

We close Hebrews chapter 6 having heard both a severe warning and a strong 

consolation, and we ask that both would do their proper work in us. Let the warning 

against falling away sober us without crushing us, and let your confidence that better 

things accompany our salvation be matched by the visible evidence of ongoing love and 

service in our own lives. 

 

Lord, like Abraham, give us the patient endurance to wait for promises not yet fully 

realized, trusting the two unchangeable things you have given us — your promise and 

your oath — in which it is impossible for you to lie. When our own faith wavers, let us 

flee for refuge to the hope you have set before us rather than to our own fluctuating 

feelings. 

 

And Father, thank you that this hope is an anchor for our souls, sure and steadfast, 

reaching into your own presence, where Jesus our forerunner has already gone ahead of 

us as our great and eternal high priest after the order of Melchizedek. Hold us fast to that 

anchor through every storm, until we too enter where he has already gone. 

 

In Jesus' name, Amen. 

 

Soli Deo Gloria 

Glory to God Alone 


