
Introduction to Revelation Chapter 20 

Revelation chapter 20 presents one of the most significant and widely discussed passages in the entire 

book of Revelation. In this chapter, the apostle John is given a vision of the final defeat of Satan, the 

reign of Christ with His saints, and the ultimate judgment of all humanity. These events move the story 

of God’s redemptive plan toward its final conclusion, revealing both the triumph of Christ and the 

certainty of divine justice. 

The chapter begins with the binding of Satan. An angel descends from heaven and seizes the dragon—

identified as the devil and Satan—and binds him for one thousand years. During this period, Satan is 

prevented from deceiving the nations as he had previously done. This moment represents a decisive 

limitation placed on the power of evil as God establishes a period of peace and righteous rule. 

Following this, John sees thrones and those who sit upon them, indicating authority and judgment 

given to the faithful. Those who were martyred for their testimony to Jesus and for refusing the mark of 

the beast are raised to life and reign with Christ for a thousand years. This event is often called the 

“first resurrection,” highlighting the blessedness of those who share in Christ’s victory and rule. 

After the thousand years are completed, Satan is released for a short time. Once again he deceives the 

nations and gathers them for a final rebellion against God. However, this rebellion is quickly crushed as 

fire comes down from heaven and destroys the opposing forces. Satan is then thrown into the lake of 

fire, where he will be punished forever, marking the final and permanent defeat of the enemy. 

The chapter concludes with one of the most solemn scenes in all of Scripture—the Great White Throne 

Judgment. John sees God seated on a great white throne as the dead stand before Him to be judged 

according to their deeds. Books are opened, including the Book of Life, and those whose names are not 

found written in it are cast into the lake of fire. This moment represents the final judgment and the 

ultimate separation between those who belong to God and those who have rejected Him. 

Revelation 20 emphasizes the absolute sovereignty of God over history, evil, and eternity. It reveals 

that Satan’s power is temporary, that Christ’s reign is certain, and that every person will ultimately 

stand before God in judgment. For believers, this chapter provides assurance that righteousness will 

prevail and that Christ’s victory will be complete. It also serves as a sobering reminder of the eternal 

consequences of rejecting God’s grace. 

Heavenly Father, 

As we open Your Word and begin our study of Revelation chapter 20, we come before You with 

humility and reverence. This chapter reveals the power of Your justice, the victory of Christ over Satan, 

and the certainty that all people will one day stand before You. 

Lord, give us wisdom and understanding through the Holy Spirit as we read and reflect on these truths. 

Help us to see clearly the hope we have in Christ and the seriousness of Your final judgment. 

Strengthen our faith and remind us that evil will not prevail, because Your kingdom and Your 

righteousness will stand forever. 



Prepare our hearts to live faithfully and obediently as we wait for the full fulfillment of Your promises. 

May this chapter deepen our reverence for You and strengthen our commitment to follow Jesus Christ 

each day. 

In Jesus’ name we pray, 

Amen. 

Revelation 20:1–2 (Simple American English Version) 

“(1) Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven. He held the key to the Bottomless Pit and a heavy 

chain in his hand. (2) He seized the dragon—that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan—and 

bound him for a thousand years.” 

 

The Context: 

The "Battle" of Chapter 19 is over, and the Beast and the False Prophet have been removed. But there 

is still one remaining enemy: the source of all the chaos, the "ancient serpent" who has been deceiving 

humanity since the Garden of Eden. 

In this scene, we don't see a long, drawn-out war. Instead, we see an angel (not even God Himself, but 

just one of His messengers) descend with the authority of the King to perform a "spiritual arrest." 

The Meaning of the Chain and the Thousand Years: 

In simple American English, we might say, "An angel came down with the keys to the ultimate prison. 

He grabbed the devil—the one who has been causing trouble since the beginning of time—and locked 

him up so he couldn't influence the world for a long, set period of time." John highlights: 

• "The key and a heavy chain": This signifies Absolute Authority. Satan is not "equal" to God; 

he is a created being. When God decides his time is up, he is easily restrained. The chain shows 

that his power is limited and his movement is now controlled by God. 

• "That ancient serpent": This signifies The End of an Era. By using this title, John links this 

moment all the way back to Genesis. The deception that started in the Garden is finally being 

stopped. The "bill" for thousands of years of lies has finally come due. 

• "Bound him for a thousand years": This signifies A Season of Rest. Whether this is a literal 

1,000 years or a symbolic "very long time," the point is the same: the world is about to 

experience life without the constant "whisper" and temptation of the devil. 

 

The Core Lesson: 

Evil has an expiration date. We often feel like the "dragon" is winning—that evil is too loud, too 

strong, and too clever to be stopped. But Revelation 20 shows us that Satan is on a leash. He can only 

go as far as God allows, and eventually, the leash will be pulled in. This teaches us that the victory of 

the enemy is temporary, but the victory of God is permanent. 

 



The Illustration: The Bully in the Principal's Office 

Imagine a school where a bully has been causing trouble for years. He’s mean, he’s loud, and everyone 

is afraid of him. But one day, the Principal walks out of his office, takes the bully by the arm, and leads 

him away. He locks the bully in a room where he can’t hurt anyone else. Suddenly, the atmosphere of 

the whole school changes. People can breathe again. They can walk the hallways without fear. That is 

what happens when the angel binds the dragon. The "bully" of the universe is finally put behind bars. 

 

The "Glory" Reflection: 

• The "Authority" Check: Do I live like I’m afraid of the "dragon," or do I live like I trust the 

God who holds the "key and the chain"? 

• The "Lies" Check: Since the "serpent" is a deceiver, am I careful about what I believe? Do I 

check my thoughts against the Truth of God’s Word? 

• The "Hope" Check: Does the idea of a world without the devil's influence make me excited 

for the future God has planned? 

Revelation 20:3–4 

“(3) He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the 

nations anymore until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time. 

(4) I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw the 

souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony about Jesus and because of the word 

of God. They had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads 

or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years.” 

 

The Context: 

While the "Dragon" is locked away in the Abyss, the focus shifts to heaven and the beginning of a new 

era. The scene transitions from a dark prison to glorious thrones. The people who suffered the most 

under the world’s corrupt systems—the martyrs and the faithful—are now the ones given the highest 

honor. They aren't just surviving; they are reigning. 

The Meaning of the Sealing and the Reigning: 

In simple American English, we might say, "God made sure the devil was totally shut out so he couldn't 

lie to the world anymore. Meanwhile, the people who stayed true to Jesus, even when it cost them their 

lives, were brought back to life. They were given seats of honor to rule alongside Christ for a long, 

peaceful season." John highlights: 

• "Locked and sealed it over him": This signifies Security and Certainty. In the ancient 

world, a seal meant the authority of a king was behind the lock. Satan can't "pick the lock" or 

sneak out; he is held by the absolute power of God. 



• "To keep him from deceiving the nations": This signifies The End of Political Confusion. 

Most of the world’s problems come from being "deceived"—believing lies about what leads to 

happiness or peace. Without the Great Deceiver, the nations can finally see the truth. 

• "The souls of those who had been beheaded": This signifies The Great Reversal. The world 

thought it had won when it silenced the followers of Jesus. But God shows that their "defeat" 

was only temporary. The ones the world executed are now the ones the world must answer to. 

• "Reigned with Christ": This signifies Shared Victory. Jesus doesn't rule alone. He shares His 

authority with those who were faithful to Him. This is the fulfillment of the promise that "if we 

endure, we will also reign with him." 

 

The Core Lesson: 

Your loyalty to God is an investment in your future. In a world that pressures us to "mark" ourselves 

with its values just to get ahead, Revelation 20 tells us that the "winners" are actually those who refuse 

to compromise. It might feel like you are losing today because you choose the "word of God" over the 

"way of the world," but God’s clock is longer than the world’s clock. The throne is waiting for those 

who remain faithful. 

 

The Illustration: The Homecoming of the Exiles 

Imagine a country that was taken over by a cruel dictator. The people who stayed loyal to the true King 

were thrown in prison or kicked out of the country. For years, it looked like they were the "losers." But 

then, the true King returns. He doesn't just let the loyalists back in; he brings them into the palace, 

gives them royal robes, and asks them to help him rebuild the country. Their years of suffering are 

replaced by years of honor. That is the "First Resurrection." 

 

The "Glory" Reflection: 

• The "Authority" Check: Do I realize that God is preparing me for a future role in His 

Kingdom? Does that change how I handle my responsibilities today? 

• The "Mark" Check: Am I "marking" my life with the values of Jesus (kindness, truth, 

sacrifice) or the values of the "Beast" (greed, power, deception)? 

• The "Endurance" Check: When I face "suffering" or "judgment" from the world, do I 

remember that thrones are being prepared for those who stay faithful? 

Revelation 20:5–6 

“(5) (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first 

resurrection. (6) Blessed and holy are those who share in the first resurrection. The second death has no 



power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand 

years.” 

 

The Context: 

John pauses the action to explain a critical distinction. There are two "awakenings" mentioned here. 

The first is for the faithful—those who lived for Jesus—and it leads straight to a position of honor. The 

second awakening happens much later. For the believer, this is the ultimate "insurance policy": once 

you are part of the first resurrection, the "second death" (eternal separation from God) can never touch 

you. 

The Meaning of the "First Resurrection" and the "Second Death": 

In simple American English, we might say, "Those who stayed true to God get to start their eternal life 

early. They are specially blessed and set apart. They don't ever have to worry about final judgment or 

being separated from God again. Instead, they spend their time serving as bridges between God and the 

world, ruling alongside Jesus." John highlights: 

• "This is the first resurrection": This signifies Priority. God honors those who honored Him. 

Before the rest of history is wrapped up, He calls His own to be with Him. 

• "The second death has no power over them": This signifies Ultimate Security. In this life, 

we fear many things—sickness, failure, and physical death. But for the believer, the "big death" 

(spiritual death) is off the table. You are permanently safe. 

• "Priests of God and of Christ": This signifies Access and Service. A priest's job is to 

represent God to people and people to God. In the Kingdom, your "job" isn't just sitting on a 

cloud; it’s a meaningful role of service and connection to the Creator. 

• "Reign with him": This signifies Purpose. You weren't created just to "get by" in this life. You 

were created to lead, to create, and to manage under the guidance of the King. 

 

The Core Lesson: 

Your future is secure, so your present can be brave. If you know for a fact that the "second death" 

has no power over you, you don't have to live in fear of what the world can do to you now. This teaches 

us that the "blessing" of the future is meant to give us "power" in the present. You are a priest-in-

training, learning how to represent Jesus today so you can reign with Him tomorrow. 

 

The Illustration: The Lifetime Pass 

Imagine you are at a massive theme park. Most people are worried about the gates closing, running out 

of tickets, or being kicked out at the end of the day. But you have been given a "Lifetime Royalty Pass" 

by the owner. It means you never have to worry about the gates closing on you, and better yet, you’ve 



been invited to help the owner run the park. Because you know you are staying forever, you don't have 

to rush or be anxious; you can just focus on doing good work and enjoying the owner's company. 

 

The "Glory" Reflection: 

• The "Fear" Check: Does the reality that "death has no power over me" change how I view my 

current problems or health struggles? 

• The "Priest" Check: Am I acting like a "priest" today? Am I helping people around me 

connect with God through my words and my kindness? 

• The "Rest" Check: Can I rest in the fact that my "place" in the first resurrection is secured by 

Jesus, not by my own perfection? 

 

The reign of the saints is established, and the dragon is still in his cage. But the story isn't quite 

over—there is one final, strange moment where the enemy is let out for a final test. 

Revelation 20:7–8 

“(7) When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison (8) and will go out to 

deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog and Magog—and to gather them for battle. In 

number they are like the sand on the seashore.” 

 

The Context: 

After a long period of peace and justice under Christ’s reign, we encounter one of the most mysterious 

moments in the Bible. Satan is let out of his "prison" for a short time. Even after seeing the perfect rule 

of Jesus, many people across the world are still susceptible to the same old lies. They gather from every 

direction—the "four corners of the earth"—to try one last time to overthrow the Kingdom of God. 

The Meaning of the Release and the Deception: 

In simple American English, we might say, "When the set time of peace was finished, God allowed the 

devil to have one last chance to show his true colors. Even though the world was perfect, the devil 

immediately went back to his old tricks, convincing an enormous number of people to rebel against 

God. They were so many that you couldn't even count them." John highlights: 

• "Satan will be released": This signifies The Final Test. Why let him out? It proves that 

human rebellion isn't just about "bad environments" or "poverty." Even in a perfect world, the 

human heart must still choose to love God. The release exposes who truly loves the King and 

who was just "playing along." 

• "Deceive the nations": This signifies The Persistence of Evil. Satan doesn't learn his lesson. 

He doesn't come out of prison apologetic; he comes out plotting. It reminds us that darkness, if 

not completely removed, will always try to trick us back into its grip. 



• "Gog and Magog": This signifies Global Rebellion. These names come from the Old 

Testament (Ezekiel) and represent all the forces that are hostile to God. It shows that this isn't a 

local riot; it's a worldwide movement of people choosing their own way over God's way. 

• "Like the sand on the seashore": This signifies The Scale of the Delusion. It is heartbreaking 

but sobering: even after a thousand years of peace, a massive number of people still choose the 

lie over the Truth. 

 

The Core Lesson: 

A perfect environment cannot save a rebellious heart. We often think, "If I just had a better job, a 

better house, or a better world, I would be a better person." But this passage shows that even in the 

most perfect world imaginable, the heart still needs to be surrendered to God. This teaches us that our 

primary problem isn't our circumstances; it’s our choice of who we worship. 

 

The Illustration: The Pardoned Criminal 

Imagine a criminal who was locked away for decades. While he was gone, the city was rebuilt into a 

beautiful, safe paradise. The King decides to let the man out to see if he has changed. As soon as the 

man steps onto the street, instead of being thankful for the beautiful city, he immediately starts looking 

for a way to burn it down. The problem wasn't the prison; it was the man's heart. 

 

The "Glory" Reflection: 

• The "Environment" Check: Do I blame my surroundings for my bad choices, or do I take 

responsibility for the state of my heart? 

• The "Deception" Check: How easy is it for me to be "talked into" something I know is 

wrong? Am I rooted enough in the Truth to resist the "sand on the seashore" crowd? 

• The "Grace" Check: Do I realize that my only hope isn't just a "better world," but a "new 

heart" that only Jesus can give? 

Revelation 20:9–10 

 

“(9) They marched across the earth and surrounded God’s people and the city He loves. But fire came 

down from heaven from God and burned them up. (10) Then the devil, who had deceived them, was 

thrown into the lake of fire and burning sulfur where the beast and the false prophet already were. 

There they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.” 

The Context: 

The great rebellion that began in verses 7–8 quickly reaches its climax. The enormous army that Satan 

gathers from across the world surrounds God’s people and the beloved city. It appears, for a moment, as 



though evil has united for one final attack against the Kingdom of God. Yet the battle never actually 

begins. There is no long war, no struggle, and no uncertainty. God ends the rebellion instantly. 

The Meaning of the Final Defeat: 

In simple American English, we might say, “The enemies of God surrounded His people, but before 

they could even begin their attack, God sent fire from heaven that destroyed them. Then the devil 

himself was thrown into the lake of fire, where he will be punished forever.” 

John highlights several powerful truths: 

“They marched across the earth”: This signifies The Final Rebellion. The entire world gathers against 

God. Even after a thousand years of peace under Christ’s rule, many still choose rebellion. 

“Surrounded God’s people and the city He loves”: This signifies The Last Stand. The target of Satan’s 

rebellion is the center of Christ’s kingdom and the people who belong to Him. Evil always seeks to 

destroy what God loves. 

“Fire came down from heaven”: This signifies God’s Immediate Judgment. There is no battle because 

none is needed. God ends the rebellion instantly with divine authority. The power of heaven is 

unmatched. 

“The devil…was thrown into the lake of fire”: This signifies The Final End of Satan. This is the last 

time the devil appears in Scripture as an active enemy. His career of deception and destruction ends 

forever. 

“Where the beast and the false prophet are”: This signifies The Permanence of Judgment. These two 

figures were thrown into the lake of fire earlier (Revelation 19:20), and they are still there. This shows 

the judgment is eternal, not temporary. 

“Tormented day and night forever and ever”: This signifies Eternal Justice. Evil is not merely 

restrained—it is permanently removed from God’s creation. 

The Core Lesson: 

Evil will not last forever. Though rebellion may seem powerful for a moment, God’s justice ultimately 

prevails. Satan’s influence over the world ends not with a struggle but with a decisive act of divine 

judgment. The story of history concludes with the complete defeat of the enemy. 

The Illustration: The Final Arrest 

Imagine a criminal mastermind who spent years deceiving people and organizing rebellion against the 

king. For a time he seemed powerful, gathering followers and causing chaos. But one day the king’s 

authority is fully revealed. The rebel is arrested, judged, and permanently imprisoned so he can never 

harm anyone again. Peace is finally secured. 

The “Glory” Reflection: 

The “Victory” Check: Do I remember that evil does not win in the end? God’s justice will ultimately 

prevail. 



The “Loyalty” Check: When the world turns against God’s truth, am I standing with the crowd or 

with the King? 

The “Hope” Check: Do I live with confidence that Satan’s power is temporary but God’s kingdom is 

eternal? 

The rebellion ends in an instant. The deceiver is finally judged. Evil’s influence is permanently 

removed from God’s universe. 

Revelation 20:11–12 

“(11) Then I saw a great white throne and the One sitting on it. The earth and the sky fled away from 

His presence, and there was no place left for them. (12) And I saw the dead—both great and small—

standing before God. Books were opened, including the Book of Life. The dead were judged according 

to what they had done, as recorded in the books.” 

The Context: 

After the final defeat of Satan in verses 9–10, the scene shifts dramatically. John now sees the most 

serious courtroom in the entire universe—the final judgment before God. This is often called the Great 

White Throne Judgment, where every person who rejected God will stand before Him to be judged. 

The war is over. Satan is defeated. Now justice is carried out. 

The Meaning of the Throne and the Judgment: 

In simple American English, we might say, “John saw God sitting on a great white throne, and 

everything in creation seemed to disappear before His holy presence. Then all the dead who had 

rejected God were brought before Him, and their lives were examined from heavenly records.” 

John highlights several key truths: 

“A great white throne”: This signifies Perfect Justice. The throne represents authority and judgment, 

and its white color represents absolute purity and holiness. God’s judgment is completely fair and 

righteous. 

“The One sitting on it”: This signifies The Supreme Judge. All humanity must stand before God. No 

court on earth compares to this moment. 

“The earth and the sky fled away”: This signifies The End of the Old Creation. The present heavens 

and earth pass away as God prepares to create the new heaven and the new earth described in 

Revelation 21. 

“The dead, great and small”: This signifies Universal Accountability. No one escapes this judgment. 

Fame, wealth, power, or obscurity mean nothing here. Every person is accountable before God. 

“Books were opened”: This signifies The Record of Life. These books represent the complete record 

of every person’s actions, choices, and deeds. 

“The Book of Life”: This signifies The Record of Salvation. This book contains the names of those 

who belong to God and have received eternal life through Him. 



“Judged according to what they had done”: This signifies Divine Justice. Every life will be 

measured with perfect fairness. Nothing is hidden from God. 

The Core Lesson: 

Every human life will one day be examined by God. The Bible teaches that our actions matter, our 

choices matter, and our relationship with God matters. History is moving toward a final moment of 

accountability. 

The Illustration: The Final Courtroom 

Imagine the highest court in existence, where every record is perfectly preserved. Every action, word, 

and motive is known. There are no missing files, no false testimonies, and no mistaken verdicts. The 

Judge sees everything clearly and judges with absolute justice. 

The “Glory” Reflection: 

The “Accountability” Check: Do I live as if my life will one day be examined by God? 

The “Integrity” Check: Are my choices today something I would be willing to have opened in the 

books of heaven? 

The “Salvation” Check: Is my confidence in my own deeds, or is my name written in the Book of 

Life? 

At the Great White Throne, every person stands before God. The books are opened, the record is 

revealed, and the final judgment begins. 

Revelation 20:13–15 

“(13) The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and death and the grave gave up the dead who were in 

them. And each person was judged according to what they had done. (14) Then death and the grave 

were thrown into the lake of fire. This lake of fire is the second death. (15) And anyone whose name 

was not found written in the Book of Life was thrown into the lake of fire.” 

The Context: 

The judgment that began at the Great White Throne now reaches its final conclusion. Every person who 

has ever died without God is brought before Him. No grave hides anyone. No ocean keeps its dead. 

Every soul must stand before the Judge of heaven and earth. 

This is the closing scene of human history before God creates the new heaven and the new earth in the 

next chapter. 

The Meaning of the Final Judgment: 

In simple American English, we might say, “Every person who had died was brought back and stood 

before God. Each life was examined. Then death itself was destroyed forever, and anyone whose name 

was not written in God’s Book of Life was sent to the lake of fire.” 

John highlights several powerful truths: 



“The sea gave up the dead”: This signifies Total Resurrection. People lost at sea, buried in forgotten 

places, or whose bodies were never recovered are still brought before God. Nothing prevents 

resurrection. 

“Death and the grave gave up the dead”: This signifies The End of the Grave’s Power. Death has 

held humanity captive since the fall of Adam, but at this moment it releases everyone it holds. 

“Each person was judged according to what they had done”: This signifies Personal Accountability. 

Every life is evaluated individually. No one stands in a group defense. 

“Death and the grave were thrown into the lake of fire”: This signifies The Destruction of Death. 

The final enemy of humanity is permanently defeated. Death itself will no longer exist. 

“This lake of fire is the second death”: This signifies Eternal Separation. The first death is physical 

death; the second death is eternal separation from God. 

“Anyone whose name was not found written in the Book of Life”: This signifies The Final Division. 

Humanity is separated into two eternal destinies—those who belong to God and those who rejected 

Him. 

The Core Lesson: 

History moves toward a final moment where every person stands before God. The greatest question in 

life is not wealth, success, or status—it is whether our name is written in the Book of Life. 

The Illustration: The Final Roll Call 

Imagine a final roll call where every name is read from the official register of the kingdom. Those 

whose names are recorded belong to the kingdom forever. But those whose names are missing have no 

legal place in that kingdom. At the Great White Throne, the Book of Life reveals who truly belongs to 

God. 

The “Glory” Reflection: 

The “Eternity” Check: Do I live with the awareness that life does not end at the grave? 

The “Priority” Check: Am I more focused on temporary success or eternal destiny? 

The “Salvation” Check: Have I placed my trust fully in God so that my name is written in the Book 

of Life? 

Revelation 20 closes with the final defeat of death and the completion of God’s judgment. Evil is 

removed, justice is finished, and the old world has passed away. 

Heavenly Father, 

Thank You for the powerful truths revealed in Revelation chapter 20. We are reminded that You are the 

righteous Judge over all the earth and that one day Satan will be completely defeated and Your justice 

will be fully revealed. 

Lord, help us to live with an eternal perspective, remembering that every life will one day stand before 

Your throne. Strengthen our faith in Jesus Christ and keep our hearts devoted to Him so that our names 

will be found written in the Book of Life. 



Give us courage to live faithfully, wisdom to walk in Your truth, and gratitude for the grace You have 

given us through the salvation found in Christ. May the message of this chapter encourage us to remain 

steadfast and hopeful as we look forward to the fulfillment of Your kingdom. 

In Jesus’ name, 

Amen. 

 


