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Isaiah Chapter 22 — The Burden of the Valley 

of Vision 

A Verse-by-Verse Bible Study from the Crawford Standard Bible 

Introduction 

Isaiah Chapter 22 turns the prophetic focus back toward: 

Jerusalem. 

Judah. 

The city is called: 

“The Valley of Vision.”

This title is striking. 

Jerusalem was the place where: 

God’s prophets spoke. 

God’s revelation was heard. 

The temple stood. 

The people possessed spiritual privilege. 

Yet possessing revelation did not guarantee: 

Faithfulness. 

Repentance. 

Wisdom. 

The chapter opens with: 

Noise. 

Commotion. 

Rooftops filled with people. 

Fear spreading. 

Rulers fleeing. 

Isaiah weeping. 

The city is facing a day of: 

Turmoil. 

Trampling. 

Confusion. 

Yet the spiritual problem is deeper than military danger. 

The people respond to crisis with: 

Weapons. 

Walls. 

Reservoirs. 

Engineering. 

Strategic planning. 

These actions are not condemned merely because practical preparation is wrong. The problem is revealed in verse 11: 

“But you did not look to its Maker, or have regard for the One who planned it long 

ago.”

They prepared everything: 

Except their hearts. 

They repaired: 

Walls. 

But not: 

Their relationship with God. 

They secured: 

Water. 

But ignored: 

The One who provided it. 

God called them to: 

Weeping. 

Mourning. 

Humility. 

Repentance. 

Instead they chose: 

Eating. 

Drinking. 

Celebration. 

Fatalistic indulgence. 

“Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.”

The second half of the chapter then focuses on two leaders: Shebna. 

Eliakim. 

Shebna represents: 

Pride. 

Self-promotion. 

Personal legacy. 

Misused authority. 

Eliakim represents: 

Service. 

Responsibility. 

Stability. 

Entrusted authority. 

Shebna carves a prestigious tomb for himself. 

God removes him. 

Eliakim is given: 

The robe. 

The sash. 

Authority. 

The key of David. 

He becomes like: 

A peg driven into a firm place. 

Yet even Eliakim is not ultimate. 

The final verse warns that even the strong peg will eventually give way. That keeps the reader from placing ultimate confidence even in a faithful human leader. The chapter therefore moves from: 

National self-reliance. 

To failed repentance. 

To proud leadership. 

To faithful leadership. 

And finally to the truth that: 

Only God is ultimate. 

The central truth of Isaiah 22 is: 

Judah’s practical preparations cannot save a people who refuse to look to God, prideful leadership will be humbled, faithful leadership can be entrusted with real authority, yet no human leader is ultimate—true and lasting security belongs to the Lord alone.

 

I. JERUSALEM FILLS THE ROOFTOPS 

Isaiah 22:1 — The Valley of Vision in Confusion 

“This is the burden concerning the Valley of Vision: What is the matter with you now, 

that you have all gone up to the rooftops,”

The city is unsettled. 

People gather: 

On rooftops. 

They want to: 

See. 

Watch. 

Understand. 

Something serious is happening. 

Cross References 

Jeremiah 48:38

Jeremiah describes widespread mourning on rooftops and in public places as devastation overtakes a land. 

2 Samuel 15:23

When David fled Jerusalem, the people wept loudly as the king and his followers crossed away from the city. 

2 Kings 19:3

During Assyria’s threat, Judah described the day as one of distress, rebuke, and humiliation because the nation lacked strength to deliver itself. 

Spiritual Principle 

Crisis often exposes what people were ignoring before the crisis arrived. 

 

II. JERUSALEM IS NOISY BUT NOT 

SECURE 

Isaiah 22:2 — A City Full of Commotion 

“You noisy, uproarious town, a city full of commotion? Your slain were not killed by 

the sword, nor did they die in battle.”

The city is: 

Loud. 

Busy. 

Confused. 

Yet the casualties are unusual. 

The people have died in ways associated with: 

Siege. 

Famine. 

Panic. 

Collapse. 

Not necessarily direct battlefield combat. 

Cross References 

Lamentations 2:11

The prophet describes overwhelming grief because children and families suffer in the streets during Jerusalem’s collapse. 

2 Chronicles 32:18

Assyrian representatives shouted loudly toward Jerusalem in an attempt to frighten and demoralize the people. 

Jeremiah 4:19

Jeremiah describes deep internal anguish as he hears the sound of war and the trumpet announcing approaching disaster. 

Spiritual Principle 

Noise and activity can exist in a city that has lost spiritual stability. 

 

III. JUDAH’S RULERS FLEE 

Isaiah 22:3 — Leadership Collapses Under Pressure 

“All your rulers have fled together; they are captured by the archers. All who were 

caught were taken together, though they tried to escape from afar.” Those expected to: 

Lead. 

Stand. 

Protect. 

Instead: 

Flee. 

Leadership collapses when courage disappears. 

Cross References 

2 Kings 25:4

When Jerusalem was finally breached, the king and soldiers attempted to escape by night. Jeremiah 39:4

Zedekiah and his soldiers fled from Jerusalem when they saw the Babylonian forces breaking into the city. 

Amos 2:14

God warns that even the swift will not escape, the strong will lose strength, and warriors will be unable to save themselves. 

Spiritual Principle 

Position does not create courage automatically. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

A title can give authority, but only character gives leadership. 

 

IV. ISAIAH WEEPS OVER HIS PEOPLE 

Isaiah 22:4 — “Let Me Weep Bitterly” 

“Therefore I said, ‘Turn away from me; let me weep bitterly. Do not try to comfort me 

for the destruction of my people.’”

Isaiah is deeply affected. 

He does not announce judgment: 

Coldly. 

Proudly. 

Casually. 

He says: 

Let me weep. 

Cross References 

Jeremiah 9:1

Jeremiah wishes his eyes were an endless fountain of tears so he could mourn continually for the destruction of his people. 

Lamentations 1:16

The writer weeps because the comforter who might restore strength seems far away while enemies prevail. 

Jeremiah 13:17

Jeremiah says he will weep privately and deeply because pride is leading God’s people into captivity. Spiritual Principle 

Truth and compassion belong together. 

Key Truth 

A faithful prophet can announce judgment while grieving the destruction sin brings. 

V. THE LORD APPOINTS A DAY OF 

TROUBLE 

Isaiah 22:5 — Turmoil, Trampling, and Confusion 

“For the Lord, the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, has a day of turmoil, trampling, and 

confusion in the Valley of Vision—a breaking down of walls and cries for help in the 

mountains.”

This is not random chaos. 

Isaiah says: 

The Lord has appointed: 

A day. 

The city experiences: 

Turmoil. 

Trampling. 

Confusion. 

Walls fall. 

Cries rise. 

Cross References 

2 Kings 25:1

Babylon eventually besieged Jerusalem, surrounded the city, and built siege works against it. Micah 1:6

God announces that Samaria will be reduced to ruins and its stones cast down under judgment. Ezekiel 7:7

Ezekiel warns that a day of turmoil and judgment is approaching rather than ordinary celebration. Spiritual Principle 

There are moments when God allows what people relied upon to be shaken. 




VI. ELAM AND KIR PREPARE FOR BATTLE 

Isaiah 22:6 — Foreign Forces Advance 

“Elam took up the quiver, with chariots and horsemen, and Kir prepared the shields.” The enemy is organized. 

Prepared. 

Armed. 

The military threat is real. 

Cross References 

Jeremiah 49:35

God declares that He will break the bow of Elam, showing both the military reputation of Elam and God’s authority over it. 

Genesis 10:22

Elam is listed among the ancient descendants of Shem. 

2 Kings 16:9

Assyria captured Damascus and deported its people to Kir, connecting Kir with imperial power and deportation. 

Spiritual Principle 

God can use real historical nations to discipline His people. 

 

VII. THE VALLEYS FILL WITH CHARIOTS 

Isaiah 22:7 — The Enemy Reaches the Gates 

“Your choicest valleys were full of chariots, and horsemen took their stand at the 

gates.”

The danger is no longer distant. 

It is: 

Near. 

Visible. 

At the gates. 

Cross References 

2 Kings 18:17

A great Assyrian army came against Jerusalem and took up position near the city. 2 Chronicles 32:9

Sennacherib sent forces against Jerusalem while he continued military operations elsewhere. Joel 3:14

Joel pictures multitudes gathered in the valley of decision where divine judgment is near. Spiritual Principle 

Warnings eventually become visible realities when ignored long enough. 

 

VIII. JUDAH LOOKS TO ITS WEAPONS 

Isaiah 22:8 — Trust in the House of the Forest 

“Judah’s defenses were stripped away, and on that day you looked to the weapons in 

the House of the Forest.”

Judah looks toward: 

Weapons. 

Arsenals. 

Military equipment. 

The House of the Forest contained important royal resources. The issue is not that weapons themselves are sinful. 

The issue is: 

What they trust. 

Cross References 

1 Kings 7:2

Solomon built the House of the Forest of Lebanon as an impressive royal structure. 1 Kings 10:17

Solomon placed hundreds of shields in the House of the Forest of Lebanon, demonstrating its role in royal display and military storage. 

2 Kings 20:13

Hezekiah showed Babylonian visitors his treasures, armory, and valuable possessions. 

Spiritual Principle 

Practical preparation becomes idolatry when it replaces trust in God. Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Use the weapon if necessary, but never worship the armory. 

 

IX. JUDAH SECURES ITS WATER SUPPLY 

Isaiah 22:9 — The Lower Pool 

“You saw the many breaches in the City of David; you collected water from the lower 

pool.”

The people recognize: 

Weak walls. 

Limited water access. 

They respond practically. 

They gather: 

Water. 

This is wise strategy. 

But strategy alone is not enough. 

Cross References 

2 Chronicles 32:3

Hezekiah consulted leaders and military officials about blocking water sources outside the city so invading Assyrians could not use them. 

2 Kings 20:20

Hezekiah’s accomplishments included constructing a pool and tunnel to bring water into Jerusalem. Nehemiah 3:16

The area around the City of David and its water systems later became part of Jerusalem’s restoration work. 

Spiritual Principle 

Practical wisdom is good. 

It simply cannot replace spiritual dependence. 

X. HOUSES ARE TORN DOWN TO 

STRENGTHEN THE WALL 

Isaiah 22:10 — Emergency Fortification 

“You counted the houses of Jerusalem and tore some down to strengthen the wall.” The crisis demands sacrifice. 

Some houses are dismantled. 

The stones are reused. 

The wall is strengthened. 

Humanly speaking: 

This is strategic. 

But Isaiah is moving toward the greater issue: 

They rebuilt the wall without returning to God. 

Cross References 

2 Chronicles 32:5

Hezekiah repaired broken sections of Jerusalem’s wall, strengthened its defenses, and built additional fortifications. 

Nehemiah 4:7

Enemies became angry when they learned Jerusalem’s walls were being repaired and the gaps were being closed. 

2 Kings 25:10

When Babylon later conquered Jerusalem, its army broke down the walls surrounding the city. Spiritual Principle 

A stronger wall cannot compensate for a distant heart. 

 

XI. JUDAH BUILDS A RESERVOIR BUT 

FORGETS ITS MAKER 

Isaiah 22:11 — The Central Spiritual Failure 

“You built a reservoir between the two walls for the water of the old pool, but you did 

not look to its Maker, or have regard for the One who planned it long ago.”

This is the spiritual center of the chapter. 

Judah: 

Plans. 

Builds. 

Stores. 

Repairs. 

Prepares. 

But: 

Does not look to God. 

That is the problem. 

They trust: 

Engineering. 

Weapons. 

Walls. 

Water systems. 

But ignore: 

The One behind history. 

Cross References 

2 Kings 20:20

Hezekiah constructed a pool and tunnel system to bring water into Jerusalem. Isaiah 37:26

God declares that long before historical events occurred, He had already determined and planned them according to His sovereign purpose. 

2 Chronicles 32:30

Hezekiah redirected the upper waters of Gihon and brought them into Jerusalem through engineering works. 

Spiritual Principle 

Preparation without prayer can become another form of pride. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Do everything wisdom requires—then remember the One upon whom wisdom itself depends. XII. GOD CALLS THE PEOPLE TO 

MOURNING 

Isaiah 22:12 — The Right Response 

“The Lord, the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, called you that day to weeping and 

mourning, to shaved heads and sackcloth.”

God calls for: 

Repentance. 

Humility. 

Grief. 

The crisis is supposed to awaken them spiritually. 

Cross References 

Joel 1:13

God calls priests and worshipers to mourn, wear sackcloth, and cry out because judgment has affected the land. 

Joel 2:12

The Lord calls His people to return to Him wholeheartedly with fasting, weeping, and mourning. Jeremiah 6:26

God calls His people to put on sackcloth and mourn bitterly because destruction is approaching. 

Spiritual Principle 

God’s warnings are invitations to repent before consequences become final. 

 

XIII. THE PEOPLE CHOOSE PLEASURE 

INSTEAD 

Isaiah 22:13 — “Let Us Eat and Drink” 

“But instead, there was joy and gladness, killing oxen and slaughtering sheep, eating 

meat and drinking wine. You said, ‘Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.’” God called for: 

Mourning. 

They chose: 

Celebration. 

Instead of repentance: 

Indulgence. 

Their attitude is: 

If death is coming: 

Enjoy everything now. 

This is fatalism without faith. 

Cross References 

1 Corinthians 15:32

Paul quotes the idea “Let us eat and drink, because tomorrow we die” to show the emptiness of life if there were no resurrection. 

Luke 12:19

Jesus describes a rich man telling himself to relax, eat, drink, and enjoy life because he believes his future is secure. 

Amos 6:3

People ignore approaching disaster while living comfortably and indulging themselves. Spiritual Principle 

Pleasure can become a way of avoiding repentance. 

Key Truth 

Entertainment cannot heal a guilty heart. 

 

XIV. DELIBERATE REBELLION BRINGS 

SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES 

Isaiah 22:14 — Sin Refused Repentance 

“The Lord of Heaven’s Armies revealed this to me: ‘Surely this sin will not be 

forgiven you until you die,’ says the Lord, the Lord of Hosts.” This is severe because the rebellion is: 

Deliberate. 

Persistent. 

Defiant. 

God called them to repent. 

They consciously chose: 

Indulgence. 

Cross References 

Ezekiel 24:13

God says He attempted to cleanse His people, but because they refused cleansing, judgment remained until His indignation was satisfied. 

Numbers 15:30

A person who sins deliberately and defiantly against the Lord treats God’s authority with contempt and bears serious guilt. 

Hebrews 10:26

Hebrews warns that deliberately persisting in sin after receiving knowledge of the truth leaves a person facing judgment rather than treating grace casually. 

Spiritual Principle 

The refusal to repent can harden sin into defiance. 

 

XV. GOD CONFRONTS SHEBNA 

Isaiah 22:15 — The Proud Steward 

“This is what the Lord, the Lord of Hosts, says: ‘Go to Shebna, the steward over the 

palace, and say to him:”

Shebna holds an influential government position. 

He is: 

A steward. 

A palace official. 

A man with authority. 

But God examines leaders as closely as nations. 

Cross References 

2 Kings 18:18

Shebna later appears among Judah’s royal officials during the Assyrian crisis. Isaiah 36:3

Shebna is named among the officials who meet the Assyrian representative outside Jerusalem. 2 Kings 19:2

Royal officials, including Shebna, are sent to Isaiah during the Assyrian crisis seeking prophetic direction. 

Spiritual Principle 

Public office never places a person beyond God’s evaluation. 

 

XVI. SHEBNA BUILDS A MONUMENT TO 

HIMSELF 

Isaiah 22:16 — A Tomb on the Heights 

“‘What are you doing here, and who gave you the right to cut out a tomb here for 

yourself—hewing your grave on the height, carving your resting place in the rock?’” Shebna appears consumed with: 

Legacy. 

Status. 

Recognition. 

He wants an impressive tomb. 

A permanent memorial. 

God questions: 

His right. 

His motives. 

Cross References 

Matthew 27:60

Joseph of Arimathea owned a new tomb cut into rock, illustrating the kind of prestigious rock-hewn burial place known in the biblical world. 

Genesis 50:5

Joseph explained that Jacob had made arrangements for burial in a tomb prepared for him in Canaan. Job 21:32

Job describes the wicked being carried to the grave and having watch kept over the tomb, highlighting human attempts to preserve honor even in death. 

Spiritual Principle 

Pride is concerned not only with present recognition but also with controlling how it will be remembered. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Do not spend your life carving a monument to yourself. 

 

XVII. GOD WILL THROW SHEBNA DOWN 

Isaiah 22:17 — Human Greatness Humbled 

“Beware! The Lord is about to throw you away violently, O mighty man.” Shebna thinks himself: 

Mighty. 

God can: 

Throw him away. 

The contrast exposes: 

Human fragility. 

Cross References 

James 1:10

The rich are reminded to recognize their low position because earthly prosperity passes quickly like a flower. 

Luke 1:52

God brings powerful rulers down from their thrones and lifts up the humble. Job 40:11

God challenges Job to consider whether he can humble every proud person and bring arrogance low. Spiritual Principle 

No human position is secure when pride sets itself against God. 




XVIII. SHEBNA WILL BE HURLED FAR 

AWAY 

Isaiah 22:18 — Glory Becomes Disgrace 

“He will roll you up tightly like a ball and hurl you into a large country. There you 

will die, and there your splendid chariots will remain—a disgrace to your master’s 

house.”

Shebna wanted: 

Honor in Jerusalem. 

Instead: 

Exile. 

His impressive chariots become: 

Disgrace. 

Cross References 

Jeremiah 22:28

A rejected ruler is compared to a broken and unwanted vessel cast away into another land. 1 Samuel 2:30

God declares that those who honor Him will be honored, while those who despise Him will be treated with contempt. 

Proverbs 16:18

Pride goes before destruction, and arrogance prepares the way for downfall. Spiritual Principle 

Symbols of status can become monuments to failure. 

 

XIX. SHEBNA IS REMOVED FROM OFFICE 

Isaiah 22:19 — Authority Taken Away 

“I will depose you from your office, and you will be ousted from your position.” God gave: 

Authority. 

God can remove: 

Authority. 

No leadership position is owned permanently. 

Cross References 

1 Samuel 15:23

Saul’s rebellion against God resulted in God rejecting him from continuing as king. Daniel 5:20

Nebuchadnezzar was removed from royal glory when pride hardened his heart. Luke 1:52

God brings down rulers from their thrones and exalts the humble. Spiritual Principle 

Leadership is stewardship, not ownership. 

 

XX. GOD CALLS ELIakIM HIS SERVANT 

Isaiah 22:20 — A Different Kind of Leader 

“In that day I will summon My servant Eliakim son of Hilkiah.” Notice the difference. 

Shebna is known by: 

Office. 

Ambition. 

Eliakim is called: 

“My servant.”

That is the higher title. 

Cross References 

2 Kings 18:18

Eliakim son of Hilkiah served as a major palace official during Hezekiah’s reign. Isaiah 36:3

Eliakim is identified as being over the royal household when Assyria threatens Jerusalem. Isaiah 37:2

Hezekiah sends Eliakim and other officials to Isaiah during the crisis to seek the Lord. Spiritual Principle 

The greatest title in leadership is: 

Servant. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Before God asks whether you are important, He asks whether you are faithful. 

 

XXI. ELIakIM RECEIVES AUTHORITY 

Isaiah 22:21 — A Father to Judah 

“I will clothe him with your robe, fasten your sash around him, and hand your 

authority over to him. He will be a father to those who live in Jerusalem and to the 

people of Judah.”

The symbols of office transfer. 

Robe. 

Sash. 

Authority. 

But Eliakim’s leadership is described relationally: 

“A father.”

His authority should provide: 

Protection. 

Care. 

Responsibility. 

Cross References 

Genesis 41:42

Pharaoh clothed Joseph with symbols of authority and publicly elevated him to administrative leadership. 

Isaiah 9:6

The promised Messiah is described with titles expressing enduring authority, care, strength, and peace. Job 29:16

Job describes himself as becoming like a father to the needy and advocating for those whose situations he did not know. 

Spiritual Principle 

Biblical authority should protect more than promote the person holding it. 

 

XXII. ELIakIM RECEIVES THE KEY OF 

DAVID 

Isaiah 22:22 — Authority to Open and Shut 

“I will place on his shoulder the key of the house of David. What he opens no one can 

shut, and what he shuts no one can open.”

The key symbolizes: 

Access. 

Authority. 

Stewardship. 

Administrative control. 

Eliakim receives real delegated authority within David’s royal house. The New Testament later uses this language ultimately of: Christ. 

Cross References 

Revelation 3:7

Jesus is identified as the Holy and True One who possesses the key of David, opening what no one can shut and shutting what no one can open. 

Matthew 16:19

Jesus gives kingdom authority symbolized by keys, involving responsibility connected with binding and loosing. 

Job 12:14

When God tears something down, no one can rebuild it; when He shuts someone in, no human being can simply open the way. 

Spiritual Principle 

All legitimate human authority is delegated. 

Key Truth 

Eliakim carries a key. 

Christ ultimately possesses the key. 

 

XXIII. ELIakIM IS LIKE A PEG IN A FIRM 

PLACE 

Isaiah 22:23 — Stability and Honor 

“I will drive him like a peg into a firm place; he will be a seat of honor for the house of 

his father.”

The image is: 

Stability. 

A firmly driven peg can support: 

Weight. 

Objects. 

Responsibilities. 

Eliakim becomes dependable. 

Cross References 

Ezra 9:8

Ezra describes God giving His people a secure foothold—a peg in His holy place—during a time of restoration. 

Zechariah 10:4

From Judah will come the cornerstone, the tent peg, and strong leadership through which God establishes stability. 

Hebrews 6:19

The believer’s hope is described as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul. Spiritual Principle 

Faithful leaders provide stability for others. 




XXIV. ELIakIM CARRIES THE WEIGHT OF 

HIS FAMILY 

Isaiah 22:24 — Many Depend on Him 

“All the glory of his family will hang on him: its offspring and offshoots—all its lesser 

vessels, from the bowls to all the jars.”

Many people will depend upon: 

Eliakim. 

The picture is of vessels hanging from: 

A peg. 

His position supports: 

Family. 

Household. 

Responsibilities. 

Cross References 

John 1:16

From Christ’s fullness believers continually receive grace upon grace. Colossians 1:19

God was pleased for all fullness to dwell in Christ. 

Ephesians 1:22

God placed all things under Christ’s authority and gave Him as head over everything for the church. Spiritual Principle 

Authority creates responsibility for those who depend upon you. Crawford Bible Study Principle 

The higher the peg, the greater the weight hanging from it. 




XXV. EVEN THE STRONG PEG WILL GIVE 

WAY 

Isaiah 22:25 — No Human Leader Is Ultimate 

“But in that day,” declares the Lord of Hosts, “the peg driven into a firm place will 

give way. It will be cut down and fall, and the load hanging on it will be destroyed.” 

The Lord has spoken.”

This final verse prevents us from making Eliakim: 

Ultimate. 

He may be: 

Faithful. 

Stable. 

Honorable. 

But: 

Human. 

Temporary. 

The final hope cannot rest in: 

Eliakim. 

Any steward. 

Any leader. 

The imagery presses us beyond human leadership toward the truly eternal holder of: David’s key. 

Cross References 

Jeremiah 22:24

God declares that even someone compared to a signet ring on His hand can be removed if judgment requires it. 

Matthew 24:2

Jesus warns that even Jerusalem’s impressive structures would one day be torn down completely. Ezekiel 15:2

Ezekiel asks what advantage an ordinary vine branch has over other wood when it cannot bear its intended fruit. 

Spiritual Principle 

Even faithful human leadership is temporary. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Thank God for good leaders. 

Never turn them into God. 

 

XXVI. EIGHT GREAT LESSONS FROM 

ISAIAH 22 

1. Self-Reliance Without God Fails 

Judah strengthens: 

Walls. 

Water systems. 

Weapons. 

But forgets: 

God. 

Principle: 

Preparation is wise; self-reliance is not.

 

2. Crisis Should Produce Repentance God called for: 

Weeping. 

Mourning. 

Principle: 

A warning is wasted when it produces entertainment instead of repentance.

 

3. Pleasure Cannot Solve Spiritual Crisis Judah responds: 

“Let us eat and drink.”

Principle: 

Indulgence can distract from guilt without removing it.

 

4. Pride Corrupts Leadership 

Shebna builds a monument to himself. 

Principle: 

Leadership becomes dangerous when legacy matters more than service.

 

5. God Can Remove Leaders 

Shebna loses his office. 

Principle: 

Authority is always held on temporary assignment.

 

6. God Raises Servant Leaders 

Eliakim is called: 

“My servant.”

Principle: 

God values faithfulness more than self-promotion.

 

7. Leadership Carries Weight 

Many people hang upon Eliakim’s authority. 

Principle: 

Position creates responsibility.

 

8. Christ Alone Is Ultimate 

Even Eliakim’s peg eventually gives way. 

Principle: 

Every human leader is temporary; Christ alone is eternally sufficient. XXVII. WHAT ISAIAH 22 TEACHES ABOUT 

SELF-RELIANCE 

Judah did many practical things correctly. 

The failure was: 

Spiritual. 

They looked at: 

Weapons. 

Walls. 

Water. 

But not: 

God. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

The sin was not preparation. 

The sin was preparation without dependence. 

 

XXVIII. WHAT ISAIAH 22 TEACHES ABOUT 

REPENTANCE 

God wanted: 

Weeping. 

Mourning. 

Humility. 

The people wanted: 

Pleasure. 

Spiritual Principle 

Repentance takes seriously what sin has done. 

XXIX. WHAT ISAIAH 22 TEACHES ABOUT 

PLEASURE 

Pleasure is not inherently sinful. 

But here pleasure becomes: 

Escape. 

Defiance. 

Refusal to repent. 

Key Truth 

Celebration at the wrong time can become rebellion. 

 

XXX. WHAT ISAIAH 22 TEACHES ABOUT 

LEADERSHIP 

The chapter gives two portraits: 

Shebna. 

Eliakim. 

One seeks: 

Self-glory. 

One is called: 

Servant. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

The difference between bad leadership and good leadership often begins with whom the leader is trying to exalt. 

 

XXXI. WHAT ISAIAH 22 TEACHES ABOUT 

PRIDE 

Shebna is concerned with: 

Tomb. 

Height. 

Legacy. 

Chariots. 

Position. 

God removes: 

Everything. 

Spiritual Principle 

Pride tries to make temporary importance permanent. 

 

XXXII. WHAT ISAIAH 22 TEACHES ABOUT 

SERVANT LEADERSHIP Eliakim becomes: 

A father. 

A steward. 

A holder of responsibility. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Servant leadership uses authority for the good of those beneath it. 

 

XXXIII. WHAT ISAIAH 22 TEACHES ABOUT 

THE KEY OF DAVID 

The key represents: 

Authority. 

Access. 

Stewardship. 

Eliakim holds it temporarily. 

Revelation applies the ultimate language to: 

Jesus Christ. 

Spiritual Principle 

Delegated authority points toward ultimate authority. 

XXXIV. WHAT ISAIAH 22 TEACHES ABOUT 

CHRIST 

Eliakim can be understood as a historical servant whose office provides a pattern that finds a greater fulfillment in Christ. 

Christ possesses: 

The true key of David. 

His authority is not temporary. 

What He opens: 

No one shuts. 

What He shuts: 

No one opens. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Eliakim is a faithful peg. 

Christ is the eternal King. 

 

XXXV. WHAT ISAIAH 22 TEACHES ABOUT 

HUMAN SECURITY 

Jerusalem trusts: 

Walls. 

Weapons. 

Water. 

Leaders. 

Every one has: 

Limits. 

Spiritual Principle 

Anything created becomes dangerous when asked to provide ultimate security. 

XXXVI. THE VALLEY OF VISION THAT 

COULD NOT SEE 

This title contains irony. 

Jerusalem is: 

The Valley of Vision. 

Yet its people fail to: 

Look to God. 

They possess revelation. 

But lack: 

Spiritual sight. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Being surrounded by truth does not guarantee that you are looking at it. 

 

XXXVII. ROOFTOPS AND COMMOTION The people look outward. 

They survey: 

The city. 

The enemy. 

The crisis. 

But not: 

The Lord. 

Spiritual Principle 

Crisis can turn our eyes everywhere except where they most need to look. 

 

XXXVIII. ISAIAH’S TEARS Isaiah again demonstrates: 

Compassion. 

The message of judgment breaks his heart. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Preach warning with tears, not superiority. 

 

XXXIX. THE ARMORY 

Weapons are useful. 

But they cannot: 

Forgive sin. 

Restore fellowship with God. 

Guarantee deliverance. 

Spiritual Principle 

Tools are useful servants and dangerous gods. 

 

XL. THE RESERVOIR 

Water preparation was sensible. 

But the people trusted the: 

Reservoir. 

While forgetting: 

Its Maker. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Do not let successful planning make you forget the One who gave you the ability to plan. 

 

XLI. “YOU DID NOT LOOK TO ITS 

MAKER” 

This is perhaps the great accusation of the chapter. 

They: 

Looked. 

Just not: 

To God. 

Spiritual Principle 

The direction of your eyes reveals the direction of your trust. 

 

XLII. WHEN GOD CALLS FOR TEARS There is: 

A time to laugh. 

And: 

A time to weep. 

Judah laughs when God says: 

Weep. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Spiritual maturity recognizes what season the soul is in. 

 

XLIII. “LET US EAT AND DRINK” This is more than celebration. 

It is: 

Resignation without repentance. 

Spiritual Principle 

Fatalism says: 

“We are going to die anyway.” 

Faith says: 

“Let us turn to God while there is still time.” 

 

XLIV. SHEBNA’S TOMB 

Shebna tries to secure: 

A permanent legacy. 

But God controls: 

His office. 

His future. 

His burial place. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Do not carve your name into stone while neglecting to write faithfulness into your life. 

 

XLV. ELIakIM THE SERVANT God’s introduction is simple: 

“My servant.”

That is higher than: 

Steward. 

Official. 

Governor. 

Spiritual Principle 

Heaven measures greatness differently from earth. 

 

XLVI. THE KEY ON THE SHOULDER The key symbolizes weighty responsibility. 

Access belongs to the steward. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Authority is not decoration. 

It is responsibility carried on the shoulder. 

 

XLVII. THE FIRM PEG 

People depend on stable leaders. 

That is good. 

But verse 25 reminds us: 

No peg made of human flesh is permanent. 

Spiritual Principle 

Respect leaders. 

Depend ultimately on God. 

XLVIII. FROM SHEBNA TO ELIakIM TO 

 

CHRIST 

The chapter presents a progression. 

Shebna: 

Proud steward. 

Eliakim: 

Faithful steward. 

Christ: 

Ultimate King. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Human leadership improves when it reflects Christ, but only Christ can bear eternal trust. 

 

XLIX. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FOR 

PERSONAL STUDY 

Question 1 

What is Jerusalem called in Isaiah 22? 

The Valley of Vision. 

Question 2 

What are the people doing at the beginning? 

Gathering on rooftops during the city’s turmoil. 

Question 3 

How does Isaiah respond to the coming destruction? 

He weeps bitterly. 

Question 4 

What kind of day does the Lord appoint? 

A day of turmoil, trampling, confusion, broken walls, and cries for help. 

Question 5 

What practical steps does Judah take? 

They examine weapons, repair breaches, secure water, dismantle houses, and strengthen defenses. 

Question 6 

What is wrong with those preparations? 

Not the preparations themselves, but the fact that the people fail to look to God. 

Question 7 

What does God call the people to do? 

Weep, mourn, humble themselves, and repent. 

Question 8 

How do they respond? 

They feast, drink, and say: 

“Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.”

Question 9 

Who is Shebna? 

A royal steward or palace official. 

Question 10 

What appears to reveal Shebna’s pride? 

His concern with creating an impressive tomb and lasting personal legacy. 

Question 11 

What happens to Shebna? 

God removes him from office and humiliates him. 

Question 12 

Who replaces him? 

Eliakim son of Hilkiah. 

Question 13 

How is Eliakim described? 

As God’s servant and as a fatherly leader to Jerusalem and Judah. 

Question 14 

What is placed on Eliakim’s shoulder? 

The key of the house of David. 

Question 15 

What does the key symbolize? 

Delegated authority over access and administration within David’s royal household. 

Question 16 

How does Revelation use this imagery? 

It applies the ultimate authority of the key of David to Jesus Christ. 

Question 17 

What does the peg symbolize? 

Stability and dependable leadership. 

Question 18 

Why does the peg eventually give way? 

To remind us that even faithful human leaders remain temporary and limited. 

 

L. PERSONAL APPLICATION Isaiah 22 asks several searching questions. 

What Do I Look To First in a Crisis? Money? 

Plans? 

Experts? 

Resources? 

Or God? 

Am I Preparing Without Praying? 

Have my practical actions replaced spiritual dependence? 

Is God Calling Me to Repent About Something? Am I responding seriously? 

Or distracting myself? 

Do I Use Pleasure to Avoid Conviction? Do I eat, drink, scroll, shop, work, or entertain myself so I do not have to face God? 

Am I Building My Own Monument? Am I more concerned about: 

Recognition? 

Legacy? 

Status? 

Than faithfulness? 

How Do I Use Authority? 

To serve? 

Or to promote myself? 

Am I Carrying Responsibility Like Eliakim? Do people experience me as: 

Protective? 

Dependable? 

Fatherly? 

Faithful? 

Have I Made a Human Leader Too Important? Have I hung more weight on a person than any human being can bear? 

 

Do I Trust Christ as the True Holder of David’s Key? Is my ultimate confidence in: 

Him? 

LI. A CRAWFORD BIBLE STUDY 

PRINCIPLE 

“Build the Wall, Fill the Reservoir, Prepare the Weapons—but Do Not Forget the Maker” 

Isaiah 22 does not condemn: 

Wisdom. 

Planning. 

Preparation. 

The condemnation is: 

Godless self-reliance. 

Principle: 

Use every wise means God provides while placing ultimate trust only in the God who provides them.

 

LII. THE DANGER OF PREPARATION 

WITHOUT PRAYER 

Judah prepares extensively. 

But preparation becomes: 

Substitution. 

Spiritual Principle 

The best human strategy is still incomplete without dependence upon God. 

 

LIII. THE SIN OF WRONG RESPONSE God sends: 

Warning. 

They answer with: 

Indulgence. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

A crisis becomes more dangerous when it hardens the heart instead of softening it. 

 

LIV. THE LEADER WHO WANTED TO BE 

REMEMBERED 

Shebna wanted: 

A grave on the height. 

God wanted: 

Faithful service. 

Spiritual Principle 

A reputation after death is less important than obedience before death. 

 

LV. THE LEADER GOD CALLED “MY 

SERVANT” 

Eliakim’s greatest credential is not: 

Education. 

Position. 

Influence. 

It is: 

God’s approval as a servant. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

The best leader is first a servant under authority. 

 

LVI. THE KEY AND THE PEG The key speaks of: 

Authority. 

The peg speaks of: 

Stability. 

A faithful leader needs both. 

Spiritual Principle 

Authority without stability becomes dangerous. 

Stability without responsibility becomes passive. 

 

LVII. THE LOAD HANGING ON THE PEG Families. 

People. 

Institutions. 

Responsibilities. 

Leadership affects: 

Others. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Before seeking greater authority, ask whether you are prepared to carry greater weight. 

 

LVIII. EVEN GOOD LEADERS HAVE 

LIMITS 

Eliakim is far better than Shebna. 

Yet: 

He is still not Christ. 

Spiritual Principle 

Godly leadership should point people toward God, not make them dependent upon the leader as though he were God. 

 

LIX. SEVEN GREAT CONTRASTS IN 

ISAIAH 22 

1. Vision → Spiritual Blindness 

Jerusalem has revelation but fails to look to God. 

2. Preparation → Self-Reliance 

The city acts wisely but trusts wrongly. 

3. Mourning → Feasting 

God calls for repentance; the people choose indulgence. 

 

4. Pride → Humiliation 

Shebna exalts himself and is removed. 

5. Self-Promotion → Service 

Eliakim is called God’s servant. 

 

6. Temporary Authority → Ultimate Authority Eliakim holds David’s key temporarily; Christ holds it ultimately. 

 

7. Firm Peg → Failing Peg 

Even a faithful human leader cannot bear eternal dependence. Key Truth 

Human preparation and leadership are valuable only when they remain subordinate to God.

 

LX. FINAL APPLICATION Isaiah Chapter 22 speaks powerfully to people who know how to: Plan. 

Build. 

Prepare. 

Organize. 

Fix. 

Respond. 

Judah saw the crisis. 

They did not sit still. 

They examined: 

Weapons. 

Walls. 

Water. 

Houses. 

Defenses. 

Much of that was practical wisdom. 

But Isaiah says: 

“You did not look to its Maker.”

That is the danger. 

You can do many right things while missing the most important thing. You can: 

Make a budget. 

See a doctor. 

Strengthen a ministry. 

Repair a church. 

Prepare for retirement. 

Plan for emergencies. 

Study. 

Work. 

Organize. 

And still forget: 

God. 

The answer is not: 

Stop planning. 

The answer is: 

Plan while looking to God. 

Prepare while trusting God. 

Work while praying. 

Build while remembering: 

The Builder. 

Then the chapter warns us against escaping conviction through pleasure. God says: 

Mourn. 

The people say: 

Eat. 

Drink. 

Enjoy. 

Tomorrow we die. 

This attitude still exists. 

When people do not want to face eternity, they often try to make the present louder. More: 

Entertainment. 

Pleasure. 

Consumption. 

Distraction. 

But distraction does not equal forgiveness. 

Then we meet: 

Shebna. 

He wants: 

A monument. 

A prestigious grave. 

A lasting name. 

God removes him. 

That should challenge every leader. 

Do not build: 

Your kingdom. 

Your brand. 

Your monument. 

Your legacy. 

Serve. 

Then comes: 

Eliakim. 

God calls him: 

“My servant.”

He receives: 

Authority. 

Responsibility. 

The key. 

He becomes: 

A firm peg. 

This is the kind of leader people need. 

Stable. 

Responsible. 

Protective. 

Faithful. 

Yet Isaiah ends by saying: 

Even the peg gives way. 

Why? 

Because no human being can carry ultimate weight. 

Not: 

A pastor. 

A president. 

A parent. 

A teacher. 

A friend. 

A church leader. 

A government official. 

Only Christ can bear that weight. 

Eliakim had: 

The key of David. 

Jesus possesses: 

The key of David. 

Eliakim could: 

Open. 

Shut. 

Temporarily. 

Christ’s authority is: 

Ultimate. 

Therefore: 

Prepare wisely. 

Repent honestly. 

Lead humbly. 

Serve faithfully. 

But trust ultimately in: 

Christ. 

 

Closing Prayer 

Heavenly Father, 

Thank You for giving us wisdom to: 

Plan. 

Prepare. 

Build. 

Work. 

Protect. 

But forgive us when our planning becomes: 

Self-reliance. 

Forgive us when we look to: 

Walls. 

Weapons. 

Money. 

People. 

Systems. 

But fail to look to You. 

Teach us to prepare with: 

Prayer. 

Faith. 

Dependence. 

Father, when You call us to repentance: 

Help us listen. 

Keep us from drowning conviction in: 

Entertainment. 

Pleasure. 

Busyness. 

Food. 

Drink. 

Distraction. 

Give us tender hearts. 

Father, protect leaders from the spirit of Shebna. 

Deliver us from: 

Pride. 

Self-promotion. 

Vanity. 

Legacy-building. 

Give us the spirit of Eliakim: 

Service. 

Faithfulness. 

Responsibility. 

Stability. 

Help every leader remember: 

Authority is borrowed. 

Office is temporary. 

Influence is stewardship. 

Father, thank You for Jesus Christ. 

Thank You that He holds the true key of David. 

Thank You that what He opens no one can shut. 

What He shuts no one can open. 

Keep us from hanging ultimate hope on any human peg. 

May our confidence rest completely in: 

Christ. 

Our King. 

Our Refuge. 

Our eternal foundation. 

In Jesus’ name, 

Amen. 

 

Key Verse 

“You built a reservoir between the two walls for the water of the old pool, but you did 

not look to its Maker, or have regard for the One who planned it long ago.” — Isaiah 

22:11

 

Central Truth 

Judah’s practical preparations cannot save a people who refuse to look to God, prideful leadership like Shebna’s will be humbled, faithful leadership like Eliakim’s may be entrusted with real authority, yet every human leader remains temporary and ultimate security belongs to Christ alone.

 

Isaiah 22 in One Sentence 

Isaiah mourns Jerusalem’s self-reliant response to crisis, condemns its refusal to repent, announces the removal of proud Shebna, describes the rise of faithful Eliakim with the key of David, and ultimately shows that no wall, weapon, reservoir, office, or human leader can replace trust in the Lord.

