
Introduction to Daniel Chapter 6 

The Lions' Den: Faithfulness Without Conditions and the God Who Shuts 
Mouths 

Daniel chapter 6 is the chapter that answers the question every reader of the book has 
been building toward since chapter 1: what does the faithfulness formed in the dining 
hall of Babylon look like when it is tested at the level of a death sentence, alone, in old 
age, in a new empire, with no companions beside him and no one to pray with in the 
night? The chapter is the lion's den — the most famous scene in the book, the image that 
has decorated children's Bibles and Sunday school walls for generations. But the Sunday 
school version often misses what is most theologically searching about the story: the 
ordeal is not primarily about the lions. It is about the man who prays three times a day 
with his windows open toward Jerusalem, not because he thinks it will save him from 
the decree, but because he has always prayed three times a day with his windows open 
toward Jerusalem, and the decree does not change what has always been true. 

Babylon has fallen. The empire of chapter 5's feast is gone. Darius the Mede now sits on 
the throne of the most powerful kingdom in the world, and Daniel — now an old man, 
perhaps in his eighties, a veteran of the entire Babylonian period — is appointed as one 
of three administrators over the whole empire, with the king himself considering 
elevating him above the other two. The conspirators who target Daniel are not petty 
bureaucratic rivals. They are the other administrators and the senior officials of the 
entire Persian empire, motivated by the professional threat that Daniel's competence 
and integrity represent. Their investigation of his record produces one of the most 
extraordinary assessments in the book: they can find no ground for complaint or fault, 
because he is faithful, with no error or negligence to be found in him. The only ground 
they can find is concerning the law of his God. 

The trap they set is as elegant as it is vicious. They persuade Darius to issue a decree — 
irrevocable under Persian law — that for thirty days, anyone who makes a petition to any 
god or man except the king will be thrown into the den of lions. The decree is 
constructed to be inescapable: it forbids prayer to any god, which is precisely the thing 
that Daniel cannot and will not stop doing. It is irrevocable under Medo-Persian law, 
which means that even if Darius recognizes what has happened and wants to rescue 
Daniel, he cannot simply cancel the decree. The conspirators have weaponized the legal 
structure of the empire itself against the one man in it who is genuinely trustworthy. 
And then they watch, from positions presumably arranged in advance, as Daniel goes 
home, opens the windows of his upper room toward Jerusalem, and prays. 

Daniel's response to the decree is one of the most quietly magnificent acts in the entire 
book — precisely because of what it is not. It is not a dramatic act of prophetic defiance. 
It is not a public statement of political resistance. It is not a calculated performance of 
piety designed to make the conspirators' accusation stick. It is simply the continuation 
of what Daniel has always done. He goes home. He opens the windows. He kneels. He 
prays and gives thanks, as he had done previously. The as he had done previously is the 



theological heart of the chapter. The faithful life is not the dramatic life. It is the 
consistent life — the life whose daily practices are so thoroughly established that a royal 
decree cannot interrupt them, because the practices that the decree threatens are not 
performances for an audience but expressions of a relationship that has been sustained 
for decades. The open windows are not a provocation. They are a description of who 
Daniel has always been. 

The chapter closes — after the den, after the rescue, after Darius's sleepless night and his 
dawn sprint to the sealed stone — with another royal confession. Darius issues a decree 
to all peoples, nations, and languages throughout the whole earth: the God of Daniel is 
the living God, enduring forever, whose kingdom shall never be destroyed, who delivers 
and rescues, who works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth, who has saved 
Daniel from the power of the lions. The empire that succeeded the empire that 
desecrated the Lord's vessels has produced, through the faithfulness of one old man who 
prayed with his windows open, a decree of universal proclamation about the living God. 
The pattern of Daniel — exile to influence, faithfulness under pressure, divine 
deliverance, royal confession — has repeated across empires, across decades, across the 
entire span of Daniel's extraordinary life. And it ends, as it must, with Darius's decree 
going out to all the earth, and Daniel prospering in the reign of Darius and in the reign 
of Cyrus the Persian. 

 

Opening Prayer 

Heavenly Father, 

We come to Daniel chapter 6 as people who know, in the abstract, that 
we should pray — and who confess, in the specific, that our prayer lives 
are less like Daniel's open windows and more like closed shutters that 
open occasionally when the need is urgent and close again when the 
urgency passes. We have not prayed three times a day. We have not 
maintained the daily practice that would make a royal decree irrelevant 
to the question of whether we pray, because the practice is so established 
that no external pressure has ever been able to interrupt it. We admire 
Daniel's open windows from the outside, and we have rarely opened our 
own. 

Lord, do in us what decades of exile in Babylon did in Daniel: form in us 
the kind of prayer life that is not responsive to circumstances but 
constitutive of character — the kind that opens the windows not because 
the situation is desperate but because the relationship is real, that kneels 
not because kneeling is required but because the One being addressed is 
worthy of the posture, and that gives thanks not because things are going 
well but because the God of heaven is good regardless of how things are 
going. 



And for those facing their own version of the lions' den — the professional 
accusation, the institutional conspiracy, the legal mechanism weaponized 
against their faithfulness, the decree designed to make the thing they 
cannot stop doing into the thing that destroys them — remind them of 
what the angel told Daniel: your God, whom you serve continually, will 
deliver you. Not possibly. Not if you perform the right additional 
spiritual acts. Whom you serve continually. The continuity is the 
testimony. The open windows are the evidence. And the God who shuts 
the mouths of lions is the God who sees every moment of the daily 
faithfulness that no human audience has witnessed. 

In Jesus' name, Amen. 

 

Daniel 6:1–9 

The Excellence That Makes Enemies: When Integrity Becomes a 
Target 

(1) It pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule throughout the kingdom, 
 (2) with three administrators over them, one of whom was Daniel. 
 The satraps were made accountable to them so that the king might not suffer 
loss. 
 (3) Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the administrators and the 
satraps 
 by his exceptional qualities that the king planned to set him over the whole 
kingdom. 
 (4) At this, the administrators and the satraps tried to find grounds for charges 
 against Daniel in his conduct of government affairs, 
 but they were unable to do so. 
 They could find no corruption in him, because he was trustworthy 
 and neither corrupt nor negligent. 
 (5) Finally these men said, 'We will never find any basis for charges against 
Daniel 
 unless it has something to do with the law of his God.' 
 (6) So these administrators and satraps went as a group to the king and said: 
 'May King Darius live forever! 
 (7) The royal administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers and governors have all 
agreed 
 that the king should issue an edict and enforce the decree that anyone who 
prays 
 to any god or human being during the next thirty days, except to you, Your 
Majesty, 
 shall be thrown into the lions' den. 
 (8) Now, Your Majesty, issue the decree and put it in writing so that it cannot 
be altered— 
 in accordance with the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be 
repealed.' 
 (9) So King Darius put the decree in writing. 



THE CONTEXT 

The empire has changed but the dynamic has not. A new king, a new administrative 
structure, a new set of professional rivals — and Daniel, once again, distinguished, 
exceptional, targeted. His elevation under Darius mirrors his elevation under 
Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar: the gifts God gave him in chapter 1 have not 
diminished across decades of service in the most demanding institutional environments 
in the world. He is, still, ten times better than his peers. And that excellence is still, as it 
was under the Babylonian system, a provocation to those who lack it. 

The investigation that the administrators and satraps conduct into Daniel's record is one 
of the most remarkable negative testimonies in Scripture. They try to find grounds for 
charges in his conduct of government affairs, and they find none. No corruption. No 
error. No negligence. The investigation is thorough — these are motivated adversaries 
who are looking hard — and it produces nothing. The only conclusion they can reach is 
the one that defines the quality of the man they are targeting: we will never find any 
basis for charges against Daniel unless it has something to do with the law of his God. 
They have to build a trap from his virtue, because his professional record contains 
nothing that can serve as a weapon against him. The faithfulness that Daniel exercised 
toward Babylon he is exercising toward Persia: the same integrity, the same diligence, 
the same absence of corruption. The empire has changed. Daniel has not. 

The decree they construct is a masterpiece of political engineering. They tell Darius that 
all the royal administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers, and governors have agreed — a 
claim that almost certainly excludes Daniel, who would never have agreed — and they 
appeal to the king's vanity and to Persian legal custom simultaneously: make yourself 
the sole object of petitions for thirty days, and encode it in the law of the Medes and 
Persians, which cannot be repealed. Darius, flattered and apparently not fully alert to 
what he is agreeing to, signs the decree. The trap is set. The irrevocability of the law is 
the trap's mechanism — because when Darius later realizes what has happened and 
wants to rescue Daniel, the very irrevocability he was persuaded to invoke will become 
the instrument of his own anguish. 

PLAIN AMERICAN ENGLISH 

Darius reorganized the empire under 120 provincial governors, with three 
senior administrators overseeing all of them — and Daniel was one of the three. 
The governors reported to the administrators so that the king's interests were 
protected. Daniel stood out so dramatically above the other two administrators 
and all 120 governors because of his extraordinary abilities that the king was 
planning to put him in charge of the entire empire. This made the other 
administrators and governors furious. They tried to find something in Daniel's 
official conduct that they could use against him, but they couldn't find anything. 
He was completely trustworthy — no corruption, no carelessness. Finally they 
concluded: 'We're never going to find anything to charge Daniel with unless we 
can find something connected to his religious practice.' So this group went to the 
king together and said: 'Long live King Darius! We have all agreed — all the 
administrators, prefects, governors, advisers, and regional officials — that Your 
Majesty should issue a decree making it illegal for anyone to pray to any god or 
human being for the next thirty days, except to you. Anyone who violates this 
should be thrown into the lions' den. Please put this in writing, Your Majesty, so 



it becomes an irrevocable law of the Medes and Persians.' So Darius signed it 
into law. 

KEY OBSERVATIONS 

"Daniel so distinguished himself by his exceptional qualities": This signifies 
The Excellence That God Produces in His Servants Is the Most Consistent 
Source of Both Their Influence and Their Opposition. 

Daniel's distinction is the same quality that produced the ten-times-better verdict of 
chapter 1 — the extraordinary gifts given by God to a man who has been faithful in their 
stewardship across an entire career. And the response it produces is the same response 
that genuine excellence always produces in those who lack it: the attempt to find or 
manufacture a ground for charges. The conspirators are not evil because they oppose 
Daniel — they are human beings reacting with the predictable self-protective instincts of 
people whose positions are threatened by someone better than them. What makes the 
dynamic spiritually significant is that the excellence they are targeting is not Daniel's 
own achievement. It is the gift of the God he has served continuously since the days of 
Nebuchadnezzar. The conspirators are, in targeting Daniel's excellence, targeting the 
God who gave it. 

"They could find no corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and 
neither corrupt nor negligent": This signifies The Integrity That Has No 
Ground for Charges Is the Most Powerful Platform for the Gospel. 

The thoroughness of Daniel's opponents' investigation and the completeness of their 
failure to find anything is one of the most significant commendations in the book. These 
are motivated, experienced, politically sophisticated people with every incentive to find 
what they are looking for and access to the full record of Daniel's administrative career. 
And they find nothing. This is not a testimony to Daniel's cleverness at concealing 
corruption. It is a testimony to the genuine, thorough, daily integrity of a man who has 
lived as though his God is watching everything — because Daniel knows that He is. The 
integrity that leaves no ground for charges is the integrity of a person who has never 
needed to manage a double standard, never needed to conceal a discrepancy, never 
needed to calculate which version of events to present to which audience. What you see 
is what is there. And what is there is trustworthy. 

"We will never find any basis for charges unless it has something to do with 
the law of his God": This signifies When the Only Fault That Can Be Found in 
a Believer Is Their Faithfulness to God, the Enemy Has Been Forced to 
Reveal His Real Target. 

The conspirators' conclusion is, without their intending it, a theological statement of the 
highest order: the only vulnerability in Daniel is his relationship with his God. 
Everything else — every professional, ethical, financial, and relational dimension of his 
life — is secure. The only place the attack can be mounted is at the intersection of his 
civic life and his devotion to the Lord. And this is the point where the opposition to 
genuine faithfulness in every generation is ultimately forced to locate itself: not at the 
level of professional competence or personal character, but at the level of the non-
negotiable loyalty to God that the surrounding system cannot accommodate. When the 



only charge available is the charge of faithfulness, the real target of the opposition has 
been exposed. 

"In accordance with the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be 
repealed": This signifies Every Human Legal System That Makes Its Decrees 
Irrevocable Has Created the Mechanism of Its Own Anguish. 

The irrevocability of the Medo-Persian law is the conspirators' most elegant instrument 
— and their greatest miscalculation. They invoke it to make the trap inescapable. They 
do not anticipate that the irrevocability they are invoking will become the source of the 
king's own torment on the night of the decree's execution. Darius will spend the night 
fasting, unable to sleep, desperate to find a way to rescind what he cannot rescind. The 
irrevocable decree that was supposed to make the conspirators' plan certain will make 
the king's night agonizing. The weapon that the enemy designs for the destruction of the 
faithful often becomes, in the economy of God, the most precise instrument of their own 
suffering. 

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR US TODAY 

1. Your Integrity Is Your Most Durable Platform and Your Most Consistent 
Target: The professional, financial, relational, and personal integrity that Daniel 
maintained across decades in the most demanding institutional environments in the 
ancient world is the most powerful testimony available to any believer in any 
institutional context. It cannot be manufactured by religious performance. It cannot be 
sustained by periodic effort. It is the fruit of the daily, unglamorous, unwitnessed 
faithfulness of a person who has decided that the God who sees everything is the 
audience that matters most. And it is, as Daniel's experience demonstrates, both the 
most effective platform for influence and the most reliable attractor of opposition — 
because genuine integrity exposes, by contrast, the corruption that surrounds it, and the 
exposed tend to fight back. 

2. The Trap Built from Your Virtue Is a Testimony, Not a Failure: When the 
only ground for charges against you is your faithfulness to God — when the investigation 
into your professional and personal life comes up empty at every point except the one 
where your convictions touch your practice — that is not a failure of strategy or a gap in 
your defenses. It is the most complete possible testimony to the quality of the life you 
have been living. The conspirators' conclusion — we will never find anything unless it 
has to do with the law of his God — is not an indictment of Daniel. It is an involuntary 
commendation. When the trap has to be built from your virtue, the trap-builders have 
admitted, without meaning to, that they have found nothing else. 

3. The Irrevocable Decrees of the Enemy Are Always Subject to the 
Sovereignty of the God Who Governs Above Them: The law of the Medes and 
Persians cannot be repealed — and Daniel is thrown into the den anyway. And yet the 
one whose irrevocability the conspirators invoked is the one who spends the night in 
anguish, while Daniel spends it in the den in the company of the God who sent His angel 
to shut the lions' mouths. The irrevocable decree does not prevent Daniel's God from 
acting within it. It merely frames the display of divine power more precisely: not a last-
minute cancellation of the decree but a demonstration that the decree's consequences 



have no authority over the servant of the Most High God. The lions are sealed in with 
Daniel. And they do not touch him. 

HOW THIS RELATES TO TODAY 

The pattern of the conspiracy against Daniel — the exhaustive search for professional 
fault, the failure to find any, and the construction of a trap from religious practice — is 
one of the most recognizable patterns of opposition to faithful believers in institutional 
contexts in every generation. The person of genuine integrity who occupies a position of 
genuine influence will eventually encounter some version of this: the investigation that 
finds nothing actionable in the professional record, followed by the legal or institutional 
mechanism that targets the religious practice itself. The specific form changes. The 
structure is remarkably constant. And the consistent testimony of the book of Daniel is 
that the God who protects the integrity of His servants in the quiet is the same God who 
protects their lives in the den. 

The detail that the conspirators go to the king as a group — presenting the decree as the 
unanimous consensus of all the royal administrators and officials — is also a portrait of 
how institutional pressure against the faithful tends to operate: not through individual 
challenge but through the manufactured appearance of universal consensus. Everyone 
has agreed. All the officials are on board. The thing being proposed is already the 
majority position. This is the social mechanism that makes the pressure most difficult to 
resist — not the individual who disagrees with you but the institutional weight of an 
apparently unanimous agreement that leaves you as the sole visible dissenter. Daniel's 
response is not to seek safety in the crowd's position. It is to go home and open the 
windows. 

Key Lesson: The excellence that makes Daniel a target is the same excellence 
that makes his testimony credible — and the trap built from his virtue is the 
conspirators' involuntary confession that a lifetime of faithfulness has left them 
nothing else to work with; the God who produced that faithfulness across 
decades of service in the most demanding institutions of the ancient world is the 
same God who governs the irrevocable decrees that those institutions use to 
attack it. 

 

Daniel 6:10–15 

The Open Windows: The Prayer That Cannot Be Interrupted and 
the King Who Cannot Help 

(10) Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, 
 he went home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward 
Jerusalem. 
 Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, 
 giving thanks to God, just as he had done before. 
 (11) Then these men went as a group and found Daniel praying 



 and asking God for help. 
 (12) So they went to the king and spoke to him about his royal decree: 
 'Did you not publish a decree that during the next thirty days anyone who 
prays 
 to any god or human being except to you, Your Majesty, would be thrown into 
the lions' den?' 
 The king answered, 'The decree stands—in accordance with the law of the 
Medes 
 and Persians, which cannot be repealed.' 
 (13) Then they said to the king, 'Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, 
 pays no attention to you, Your Majesty, or to the decree you put in writing. 
 He still prays three times a day.' 
 (14) When the king heard this, he was greatly distressed; 
 he was determined to rescue Daniel and made every effort until sundown to do 
so. 
 (15) Then the men went as a group to King Darius and said to him, 
 'Remember, Your Majesty, that according to the law of the Medes and Persians 
 no decree or edict that the king issues can be changed.' 

THE CONTEXT 

The most important sentence in the passage — and one of the most important sentences 
in the entire book — is verse 10, specifically its final clause: just as he had done before. 
Daniel hears that the decree has been published. He goes home. He opens the windows. 
He gets down on his knees. He prays and gives thanks. Just as he had done before. The 
decree does not change the practice because the practice does not depend on the decree. 
It depends on the relationship. Daniel prays three times a day not because he calculates 
the political optics or makes a statement about civil disobedience or decides that this is 
the moment for a public act of prophetic resistance. He prays three times a day because 
he has always prayed three times a day, because the God he is addressing is the God he 
has addressed every day for decades, and because no royal decree has the authority to 
interrupt what has never been merely a religious performance. 

The conspirators find Daniel exactly where they expected to find him. They position 
themselves to witness the prayer — presumably at the windows, observing from outside 
— and then they go to the king with the accusation. Their phrasing is worth noting: 
Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, Your Majesty, or 
to the decree you put in writing. The framing is deliberate: it emphasizes the ethnic 
foreignness of Daniel (one of the exiles from Judah), the personal affront to the king 
(pays no attention to you), and the institutional defiance of the law (the decree you put 
in writing). Every element of the charge is designed to make Daniel's prayer feel like a 
political act directed against Darius rather than a spiritual act directed toward God. This 
is the consistent distortion of every opposition to faithful prayer: turning the vertical act 
of worship into a horizontal act of rebellion. 

Darius's response reveals the character that will make the chapter's conclusion — his 
royal decree about the living God — more credible. He is greatly distressed. He is 
determined to rescue Daniel. He makes every effort until sundown. This is a king who 
has been manipulated into a position he does not want to be in, who genuinely values 
the man he is now legally obligated to destroy, and who is discovering that the 



irrevocability he was persuaded to invoke has become the instrument of his own 
torment. The conspirators return at sundown to remind him of the law that he cannot 
change. The trap has closed. Not only around Daniel, but around Darius. 

PLAIN AMERICAN ENGLISH 

When Daniel found out that the decree had been signed and published, he went 
home to his upstairs room, where the windows faced toward Jerusalem. Three 
times that day he knelt down, prayed, and gave thanks to God — exactly as he 
had always done. His enemies had positioned themselves to catch him, and they 
found him praying and asking God for help. So they went straight to the king. 
'Your Majesty, didn't you sign a decree saying that for the next thirty days, 
anyone who prays to any god or human being except you would be thrown into 
the lions' den?' The king confirmed it: 'Yes, the decree stands — it's the law of the 
Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.' Then they said: 'Well, Daniel — 
one of the Jewish exiles — is completely ignoring you and your decree. He's still 
praying three times a day.' When the king heard this, he was deeply upset. He 
was determined to find some way to rescue Daniel, and he spent the rest of the 
day trying. But at sundown the men came back to the king and pressed their 
case: 'Remember, Your Majesty — under the law of the Medes and Persians, no 
decree or edict issued by the king can be changed.' 

KEY OBSERVATIONS 

"He went home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward 
Jerusalem": This signifies The Direction of Prayer Is a Theological 
Declaration About Where Help Actually Comes From. 

The windows opened toward Jerusalem. This is not incidental geography. It is a 
deliberate, theologically loaded posture — the physical expression of the spiritual 
orientation of Daniel's entire life. Jerusalem is the city of God, the place where the 
temple stood, the direction toward which exiled Israelites were instructed to orient their 
prayers (1 Kings 8:46-50, Solomon's prayer at the temple's dedication). The windows 
open toward Jerusalem even from Persia, even decades after the exile began, even in the 
service of a new emperor, because the God to whom Daniel prays has not moved from 
His throne regardless of which empire currently sits on the earthly one. The direction of 
the windows is the declaration that Babylon has not redefined Daniel's theology, Persia 
has not reassigned his loyalty, and the latest royal decree has not reoriented his face 
away from the God of heaven. 

"Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to 
God, just as he had done before": This signifies The Faithfulness That Holds 
Under a Death Decree Is the Faithfulness That Was Built Before the Decree 
Existed. 

The just as he had done before is the theological key to the entire chapter. It explains 
why the decree cannot interrupt the prayer. It explains why Daniel does not calculate 
whether to pray, does not weigh the risks, does not consider whether a temporary 
reduction in visible prayer might be prudent until the decree expires. There is nothing to 
calculate because the practice is not a response to circumstances. It is the expression of 
a relationship that has been built across decades — three times a day, every day, giving 



thanks and making requests, kneeling before the God of heaven in the upstairs room 
with the windows open. The prayer that holds under a death decree is the prayer that 
has been practiced when there is no death decree. The open windows on the last day 
before the den are the same open windows as on the first day of the Babylonian 
education. Daniel has not changed. He is simply being his daily self in an extraordinary 
circumstance. 

"He was greatly distressed; he was determined to rescue Daniel and made 
every effort until sundown": This signifies The Anguish of the Powerless King 
Is the Chapter's Most Human Portrait of the Cost of Having Made the 
Wrong Decree. 

Darius's distress is genuine and specific — not the generalized anxiety of a powerful man 
confronting an uncomfortable situation, but the acute anguish of a man who has 
realized, too late, that he has been manipulated into doing something he does not want 
to do, that he cannot undo, to a person he genuinely values. He makes every effort until 
sundown. The efforts fail — not because Darius lacks the will, but because he lacks the 
legal authority to override his own decree. The trap has closed on Darius as completely 
as it is about to close on Daniel. And the king's anguish is the chapter's most human 
moment: the most powerful man in the world, unable to save the man he most wants to 
save, because the power he has used to govern everything else cannot override the 
irrevocability he was persuaded to invoke against himself. 

"Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, Your 
Majesty": This signifies The Accusation That Weaponizes Ethnic Identity 
Against the Faithful Is as Old as Exile. 

The conspirators' emphasis on Daniel's ethnic identity — one of the exiles from Judah — 
is the ancient version of a tactic that has been used against the faithful in every 
generation: the framing of religious conviction as ethnic disloyalty, the suggestion that 
the person who prays to a different God is fundamentally untrustworthy, the conflation 
of spiritual faithfulness with political unreliability. It is the same framing used against 
the three young men in chapter 3 — some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the 
province — and it is designed to activate the most primitive instincts of the king's self-
interest. Daniel is presented not as a man who prays but as an exile who disrespects you. 
The accusation reframes the vertical act of devotion as a horizontal act of political 
defiance, and in doing so, attempts to enlist the king's ego in the persecution of the one 
who has served him most faithfully. 

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR US TODAY 

1. Build the Prayer Life Before You Need It to Hold Under Pressure: The just 
as he had done before is the most practically urgent instruction in the chapter for 
contemporary believers. The prayer practice that holds under a death decree is not 
assembled in the moment of the decree's publication. It is the sediment of thousands of 
ordinary days in which the windows were opened, the knees were bent, the thanks were 
given, and no royal edict was in force to give the practice urgency or drama. The person 
who prays three times a day as a matter of daily life — who has built the habit so 
thoroughly that it is simply what they do — is the person whose prayer cannot be 
interrupted by a decree, because the decree has no leverage over a practice that does not 



depend on favorable circumstances to continue. Build the practice now, in the ordinary 
days before the extraordinary decree. 

2. Let the Direction of Your Prayer Be a Theological Declaration: The 
windows that open toward Jerusalem are the physical embodiment of a theological 
conviction: that the God of heaven has not moved, that the address of genuine prayer 
has not changed with the change of empires, that the place of ultimate help is not in the 
throne room of any earthly king but in the presence of the One who governs all kings. 
Every believer has their own version of the upstairs room — the space, the time, the 
posture, the orientation of prayer that embodies the same conviction Daniel's windows 
embodied. The question is not whether you have a room. It is whether the windows are 
open toward Jerusalem — whether your prayer is genuinely directed toward the God 
who is there, rather than toward the management of your circumstances, the 
performance of a spiritual discipline, or the maintenance of a religious identity. 

3. The Anguish of the Person Who Wants to Help You But Cannot Is Not the 
Measure of Your Security: Darius's anguish is real and his intentions are genuine — 
and he cannot save Daniel. The most powerful man in the world cannot override the 
irrevocable decree he has signed. The security of Daniel on the night of the den is not in 
Darius's goodwill or Darius's power. It is in the God whose angel will shut the lions' 
mouths. The believer who is facing the consequences of faithfulness must not confuse 
the anguish of human allies who want to help with the security of the God who can. 
Human allies, however genuinely motivated, operate within the constraints of the 
systems they inhabit. The God who sent His angel to Daniel operates above and within 
and through every system — including the irrevocable decrees of the law of the Medes 
and Persians. 

HOW THIS RELATES TO TODAY 

The detail that Daniel prays three times a day — not once, not occasionally, not when 
the circumstances feel spiritually appropriate — is a direct challenge to the chronic 
insufficiency of prayer in the life of most contemporary believers and most 
contemporary churches. The Psalms describe David calling on God morning, noon, and 
evening. The early church devoted themselves to prayer. Paul instructs believers to pray 
without ceasing. The consistent testimony of every tradition of Christian spiritual 
formation is that prayer is not a supplementary spiritual activity added to a life 
organized around other things — it is the activity from which the life derives its 
orientation, its power, and its capacity to hold under pressure. Daniel's three-times-a-
day practice is not exceptional devotion beyond the norm. It is the norm. And its 
absence from most contemporary Christian lives is not a minor gap in spiritual 
discipline. It is the reason the open windows are so rare when the decrees arrive. 

The framing of Daniel's prayer as political defiance — Daniel pays no attention to you, 
Your Majesty — is also a word to every believer who has heard their faithfulness 
described in terms of civic disloyalty, cultural disengagement, or institutional 
unreliability. The distortion is the same in every generation: the act of prayer, which is 
directed toward God, is presented as an act of contempt toward the earthly authority 
that the prayer does not address. This is a mischaracterization that deserves to be 
named and refused. Daniel is not paying no attention to Darius when he prays. He is 



paying the appropriate attention — serving him with excellence, maintaining the 
integrity that the conspirators' investigation confirmed, obeying every legitimate 
authority of the empire. The one thing he will not do is direct his prayers toward a man 
rather than toward God. And that one thing is not disloyalty to Darius. It is loyalty to the 
One above Darius, which is the source of every gift Daniel has brought to Darius's 
service. 

Key Lesson: The open windows toward Jerusalem on the day of the decree are 
the same open windows as on every other day of Daniel's life in Persia — and 
the faithfulness that holds under a death decree is never assembled in the 
moment of the decree but is always the accumulated weight of thousands of 
ordinary days in which the practice was maintained for the audience that was 
always watching, the One toward whom the windows were always open. 

 

Daniel 6:16–23 

The Den and the Dawn: The God Who Shuts Mouths and Saves 
the Faithful 

(16) So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the 
lions' den. 
 The king said to Daniel, 'May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue 
you!' 
 (17) A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, 
 and the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the rings of his nobles, 
 so that Daniel's situation might not be changed. 
 (18) Then the king returned to his palace and spent the night without eating 
 and without any entertainment being brought to him. 
 And he could not sleep. 
 (19) At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions' den. 
 (20) When he got there, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, 
 'Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, 
 been able to rescue you from the lions?' 
 (21) Daniel answered, 'May the king live forever! 
 (22) My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. 
 They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight. 
 Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, Your Majesty.' 
 (23) The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. 
 And when Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, 
 because he had trusted in his God. 

THE CONTEXT 

The moment of throwing Daniel into the den is accompanied by words from the king 
that are among the most theologically charged in the chapter. Darius says to Daniel: 
may your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you. This is not a confidence of faith. 
Darius is not certain that rescue will come — the whole of the night he spends sleepless 



confirms that his certainty is exactly the opposite. But his words contain the precise 
theological description that the chapter has been building toward: whom you serve 
continually. Not whom you served heroically on one occasion. Not whom you prayed to 
under pressure. Whom you serve continually — the God of Daniel's open windows, of his 
three-times-a-day kneeling, of his seventy-plus years of daily faithfulness in Babylon 
and Persia. If any god can rescue a man from a sealed den of lions, Darius seems to be 
saying, it is the God of a man who has served Him that completely. 

The sealing of the den is a detail that carries theological weight beyond the narrative 
function. A stone is placed over the mouth of the den and sealed with the king's own 
signet ring and with the rings of his nobles — so that Daniel's situation might not be 
changed. This is the empire's maximum security. The most irrevocable possible human 
guarantee that what has been done cannot be undone, that no unauthorized 
intervention can alter the outcome, that the sentence will stand. And yet the stone and 
the seals and the rings and the irrevocability of the Medo-Persian law are, together, no 
match at all for the angel of the God who sent him. The seals are the conspirators' final 
assurance. They will become the morning's evidence: the sealed stone that will be lifted 
to reveal a man without a wound, who trusted in his God. 

Darius's night is one of the most humanly compelling passages in the book. He returns 
to his palace. He does not eat. He allows no entertainment. He cannot sleep. The man 
who has the power to command the feast that Belshazzar threw in chapter 5 does not 
eat. The man who has every distraction of imperial wealth at his disposal refuses every 
distraction. He lies in the palace, sleepless, fasting, anguished — and at the first light of 
dawn he gets up and hurries to the den. Not the second light. Not mid-morning. The 
first light. He runs to the den before the day has properly begun, because he has spent 
the entire night in the posture of a man who is not entirely without hope. And when he 
calls — in an anguished voice — Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God whom 
you serve continually been able to rescue you? — the title he uses is the title that the 
chapter has been preparing him to use: servant of the living God. 

PLAIN AMERICAN ENGLISH 

The king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the lions' 
den. The king said to Daniel: 'May your God — the One you serve so faithfully — 
rescue you!' Then a stone was brought and placed over the opening of the den. 
The king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the signet rings of his 
nobles, making sure that the situation could not be changed. Then the king went 
back to his palace. He didn't eat anything that night. He couldn't sleep. He 
refused any entertainment or distraction. At the very first light of dawn, he got 
up and ran to the lions' den. When he arrived, he called out to Daniel in an 
anguished voice: 'Daniel, servant of the living God — has the God you serve so 
faithfully been able to rescue you from the lions?' Daniel called back: 'Long live 
the king! My God sent His angel, and He shut the mouths of the lions. They 
haven't hurt me — because I was found innocent before God. And I haven't done 
anything wrong to you either, Your Majesty.' The king was overjoyed. He 
ordered Daniel to be lifted out of the den. When they brought him up, there was 
not a single wound on him — because he had trusted in his God. 

KEY OBSERVATIONS 



"May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you": This signifies The 
Testimony of the Faithful Life Is What Gives the King Confidence to Hope 
for the Rescue. 

Darius's farewell to Daniel is not a confident declaration of faith. It is something closer 
to a prayer offered by a man who has no faith of his own but has witnessed enough of 
Daniel's God to know that if any rescue is possible, it will come from this direction. The 
word that carries his hope — continually — is the same word that will appear again at 
dawn when he calls into the den. It is the word that distinguishes Daniel's God from the 
gods of the Babylonian wise men, from the gods of the golden statue, from the gods of 
gold and silver and bronze that Belshazzar praised with the temple vessels. Those gods 
were served occasionally, ceremonially, professionally. Daniel serves his God 
continually. And the continuity of the service is what Darius is appealing to when he 
frames his uncertain hope as a petition: may the God of the continuous service rescue 
the servant who has served Him continuously. 

"He could not sleep": This signifies The Sleeplessness of the Powerful Is the 
Book of Daniel's Recurring Emblem of the Limits of Human Sovereignty. 

Nebuchadnezzar could not sleep in chapter 2 — and the sleeplessness produced the 
dream that Daniel interpreted and that set the theological agenda for the entire book. 
Belshazzar's feast in chapter 5 proceeds through the night to his death. And now Darius 
cannot sleep — the king whose decree has put the one man in his empire he most values 
into the den whose seals he himself has provided. The sleeplessness of the powerful is 
the book's most consistent and most humanizing portrait of the limits of earthly 
sovereignty: the man who commands the most powerful empire on earth cannot 
command his own mind to rest. The night belongs to God. And while Darius lies 
sleepless in his palace, the God who gives rest to His servants is with Daniel in the den, 
through the angel whose assignment is to ensure that the lions' mouths remain closed 
until the dawn that the king is lying awake to wait for. 

"My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions": This signifies 
The Divine Rescue Is Specific, Personal, and Attributed Correctly to Its 
Source. 

Daniel's answer from the den is the chapter's most theologically precise statement — 
and it is characterized by the same quality that has marked every one of Daniel's 
interactions with earthly kings throughout the book: it points directly to the source of 
the rescue and names that source correctly. Not 'I was lucky' or 'the lions happened to 
not be hungry' or 'there must be some natural explanation.' My God sent His angel. The 
rescue is specific in its mechanism — an angel, sent for this purpose. It is personal in its 
application — to Daniel, specifically, in this den, on this night. And it is attributed 
correctly — to my God, the One whom Daniel has been serving continually and whom 
the king has been appealing to since the moment of the sealing. The no wound on him 
because he had trusted in his God is the chapter's final theological statement: the trust 
that was expressed in open windows and bent knees and uninterrupted three-times-
daily prayer is the trust that the angel was sent to honor. 



"No wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God": This 
signifies The Connection Between Trust and Protection Is Stated as Plainly as 
It Appears Anywhere in Scripture. 

The final sentence of Daniel's rescue is the simplest and most direct statement of the 
chapter's central theology. No wound was found on him — because he had trusted in his 
God. The because is the load-bearing word. It does not say 'no wound was found on him, 
fortunately' or 'no wound was found on him, by divine providential coincidence' or 'no 
wound was found on him, though the lions were present and fully capable.' The no 
wound is the direct consequence of the trust. This does not mean that all trust in God 
produces immediate physical protection from all harm — the history of the church 
makes clear that it does not, and Daniel's own but if not posture in chapter 3 establishes 
the theology of faithful suffering. But in this specific situation, the rescue is direct, total, 
and explicitly connected to the trust that Daniel has expressed across a lifetime of open 
windows. The trust and the trustworthiness correspond. 

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR US TODAY 

1. The Continuity of Your Service Is What the King Appeals to When He 
Hopes for Your Rescue: Darius's farewell — may your God, whom you serve 
continually, rescue you — is not a theological statement. It is the testimony of a witness 
who has watched Daniel's life closely enough to know that the God of his continuous 
service is the only possible source of help in this situation. Every person who observes a 
believer's life across time is forming a version of the same assessment: is this person's 
relationship with their God the kind of continuous, daily, open-windowed relationship 
that produces a God who might be appealed to in extremity? Or is it the kind of 
occasional, circumstantial, crisis-responsive religiosity that gives no particular reason to 
hope for a rescue? The continuity of the service is the testimony that precedes the rescue 
and makes the rescue credible when it comes. 

2. Trust Is What You Do Before the Den, and the Den Reveals Whether You 
Did It: The trust that the angel was sent to honor is not the trust that Daniel musters in 
the den. It is the trust that he has been living for decades — in the dining hall, in the 
throne room, in the upstairs room with the windows open, in the service of 
Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar and Darius. The den does not create the trust. It reveals 
it. And what it reveals, in Daniel's case, is a trust so thoroughly established that the 
angel's assignment is simply to honor what has already been built. The believer who 
wants to be found trustworthy in the den must build the trust in the upstairs room, long 
before the stone is rolled and the seals are applied. 

3. The Sleepless King Who Runs to the Den at Dawn Is Closer to God Than 
He Knows: Darius is not a believer in the sense that Daniel is a believer. He is a pagan 
king who has been manipulated into a terrible situation by his own officials. And yet his 
sleepless night, his fasting, his refusal of distraction, his dawn sprint to the den — these 
are the postures of a man whose heart has been moved toward the God of Daniel by 
what he has witnessed of Daniel's faithfulness. He calls Daniel the servant of the living 
God. He hopes for a rescue he cannot produce. He runs to the den at the earliest 
possible moment. He will issue a decree to all the earth when the rescue is confirmed. 
The God of Daniel is at work in Darius's sleepless night, drawing toward Himself the 



king who could not save the man he most valued — and who will discover, at dawn, that 
the God who served continually is the God who saves completely. 

HOW THIS RELATES TO TODAY 

The image of Darius lying sleepless in his palace while Daniel is in the den is one of the 
most powerful role-reversals in the book. The king who has the power is the one who 
cannot rest. The exile who has no power — bound by the irrevocable decree, sealed in 
the den with the king's own ring — is the one who is, according to the narrative, at rest. 
Not because the den is comfortable or the situation is safe, but because the trust that 
Daniel has been building across decades is the trust that does not require comfortable 
circumstances to sustain it. The person of deep, continuous, open-windows prayer is the 
person who can be at rest in the den — not because they know the lions will be 
prevented from touching them, but because they know the God who sent His angel and 
shut the mouths. 

The sealing of the den with the king's signet ring is also the chapter's most precise echo 
of the resurrection of Christ — a parallel that has not been lost on Christian readers 
across two millennia. A man thrown into a pit. A stone placed over the entrance. The 
stone sealed with the authority of the highest earthly power. Guards set to ensure the 
situation is not changed. And at dawn, the stone is removed and the sealed pit is found 
to contain life rather than death, the person it was meant to hold found unharmed and 
fully alive. The parallelism is not accidental. Daniel chapter 6 is, among other things, a 
preview of the morning when the stone was rolled away from a different sealed 
entrance, and the One inside was found to have no wound — because He had trusted in 
His God, and was raised to life on the third day. 

Key Lesson: The trust that the angel was sent to honor is not assembled in the 
den — it is the accumulated weight of thousands of ordinary days of open 
windows and bent knees and continuous service, offered to the God who sees 
every moment of the daily faithfulness that no human audience witnesses and 
who sends His angel precisely to the person whose trust has been built too 
deeply for a sealed stone and a den of lions to reach. 

 

Daniel 6:24–28 

Justice, Decree, and Doxology: The God of Daniel Proclaimed to 
All the Earth 

(24) At the king's command, the men who had falsely accused Daniel were 
brought in 
 and thrown into the lions' den, along with their wives and children. 
 And before they reached the floor of the den, 
 the lions overpowered them and crushed all their bones. 
 (25) Then King Darius wrote to all the nations and peoples of every language 
 in all the earth: 



 'May you prosper greatly! 
 (26) I issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people must fear and 
reverence 
 the God of Daniel. 
 For he is the living God and he endures forever; 
 his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will never end. 
 (27) He rescues and he saves; he performs signs and wonders 
 in the heavens and on the earth. 
 He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.' 
 (28) So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius 
 and the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 

THE CONTEXT 

The chapter closes with three movements that together constitute the book of Daniel's 
most complete account of divine justice, royal proclamation, and providential 
continuity. The first movement is justice: the conspirators who engineered the trap 
against Daniel are thrown into the same den, along with their families, and the lions — 
who kept their mouths closed all night for Daniel — demonstrate in a single violent 
moment that their restraint was entirely supernatural and entirely deliberate. The detail 
that the lions overpowered them and crushed all their bones before they reached the 
floor of the den is not gratuitous cruelty. It is the chapter's most precise theological 
statement about the specificity of the divine protection: the same lions, the same den, 
the same night — and a completely different outcome for the men whose guilt is the 
exact opposite of Daniel's innocence. 

The second movement is the royal decree — and it is the most complete and most 
theologically articulate declaration of the living God's character that any pagan king 
makes in the entire book. Darius writes to all nations and peoples of every language in 
all the earth, and what he writes is a doxology. The God of Daniel is the living God — not 
a statue, not an idol, not a god of gold or silver or bronze. He endures forever — not the 
temporary, rising-and-falling dominion of earthly empires. His kingdom will not be 
destroyed, his dominion will never end — the declaration that chapter 2's stone made 
visually, Darius now makes verbally. He rescues and He saves. He performs signs and 
wonders in the heavens and on earth. He has rescued Daniel from the power of the 
lions. Every element of the decree is the direct product of what Darius has personally 
witnessed — the sleepless night, the dawn sprint, the unharmed Daniel, the crushed 
bones of the conspirators. This is not a theological conclusion reached by argument. It is 
a testimony produced by evidence. 

The final verse — so Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus 
the Persian — is the quietest and the most comprehensive closing statement in the 
book's narrative section. Daniel has now prospered through Nebuchadnezzar, through 
the unnamed successors of the Babylonian period, through Belshazzar, through Darius, 
and into the reign of Cyrus — the Persian king who will issue the decree allowing the 
Jewish exiles to return to their homeland. He has spanned the entire history of the 
Babylonian empire and outlasted it. He has survived the transition to the Persian 
empire and served it with the same excellence. And the word prospered carries, in the 
Aramaic, the sense of success, of advancement, of things going well — the confirmation 
that the God who was faithful to Daniel in the den has remained faithful to him in the 



continuation of his career. The man who resolved not to defile himself in chapter 1 is 
still prospering in chapter 6, in a different empire, in old age, because the God he served 
continually has been continuously faithful. 

PLAIN AMERICAN ENGLISH 

At the king's order, the men who had accused Daniel were brought and thrown 
into the lions' den — them, their wives, and their children. The lions attacked 
them immediately, before they even reached the bottom of the den, and crushed 
all their bones. Then King Darius wrote to all peoples, nations, and languages 
throughout the whole earth: 'Greetings and great prosperity to you! I am 
hereby issuing a decree that in every part of my empire people are to honor and 
respect the God of Daniel. Because He is the living God — He endures forever. 
His kingdom will never be destroyed. His rule will never end. He rescues and 
saves. He performs miraculous signs and wonders in heaven and on earth. He 
has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.' And Daniel went on to prosper 
through the rest of Darius's reign and into the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 

KEY OBSERVATIONS 

"Before they reached the floor of the den, the lions overpowered them": This 
signifies The Precision of Divine Protection Is Demonstrated by the Contrast 
That Follows It. 

The narrative's account of what the lions did to the conspirators is not sadistic detail. It 
is the chapter's most exact theological statement about the nature of Daniel's 
preservation. The lions were not asleep. They were not satiated. They were not 
incapacitated. They were fully operational, fully capable, and fully lethal — as they 
immediately demonstrate the moment they are given different prey. The restraint they 
exercised all night with Daniel was supernatural, specific, and complete. And the 
contrast between Daniel's undamaged emergence from the den and the conspirators' 
immediate destruction by the same lions is the chapter's most unmistakable declaration: 
what protected Daniel was not the quality of the lions but the presence and power of the 
God who sent His angel for that specific purpose. The evidence of the protection is in the 
contrast. 

"He is the living God and he endures forever; his kingdom will not be 
destroyed": This signifies The Pagan King's Decree Is the Book's Most 
Complete Summary of What All Six Chapters Have Been Demonstrating. 

Darius's decree to all nations and peoples and languages of every language in all the 
earth is the culmination of a pattern that has been building across every chapter of the 
narrative section of Daniel. Nebuchadnezzar's confession in chapter 2 — your God is the 
God of gods and Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries. His confession in chapter 4 — 
his kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, his dominion endures from generation to 
generation. And now Darius: he is the living God, he endures forever, his kingdom will 
not be destroyed, his dominion will never end, he rescues and saves, he performs signs 
and wonders in heaven and on earth. Each successive declaration is more complete than 
the last, shaped by the specific divine action that produced it, and addressed to an ever-
wider audience. What began as the theological conviction of four young Jewish exiles in 
chapter 1 has become, by chapter 6, a royal decree sent to all the earth. 



"He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions": This signifies The 
Specific Act of Divine Faithfulness Is Always the Foundation of the 
Universal Proclamation. 

Darius does not issue his decree from general theological knowledge or from the 
accumulated wisdom of religious traditions. He issues it from one specific act of divine 
rescue that he personally witnessed: the rescue of Daniel from the power of the lions. 
The universal proclamation — to all nations and peoples and languages throughout the 
whole earth — is grounded in the specific, local, personal, empirically verifiable event. 
He has rescued Daniel. That specific rescue is the foundation of everything the decree 
declares about the living God. This is the consistent pattern of biblical proclamation: the 
universal claims of the gospel are always grounded in specific, historical, empirically 
verifiable events — the exodus, the resurrection, the healings of the New Testament — 
events that happened to specific people in specific places and that carry their universal 
significance precisely because of their specificity. Darius proclaims to the whole earth 
because of what happened to one man in one den on one night in the third year of his 
reign. 

"Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the 
Persian": This signifies The Faithfulness of God to His Servant Across 
Empires Is the Chapter's Quietest and Most Complete Closing Statement. 

The final verse of the chapter's narrative is a statement of quiet triumph — the triumph 
not of dramatic divine intervention but of sustained divine faithfulness across the entire 
span of a human life. Daniel has prospered through the whole of the Babylonian period 
and into the Persian period. He has served under pagan kings and maintained his 
integrity in each context. He has survived the dining hall test of chapter 1, the death 
decree of chapter 2, the fiery furnace that threatened his companions in chapter 3, the 
service under Belshazzar who barely knew his name in chapter 5, and the lions' den of 
chapter 6. And he is still prospering, still serving, still faithful — in a new empire, under 
a new king, as an old man who has lived long enough to see the empires he was brought 
to serve come and go and be replaced. The God who was faithful on the first day of 
Babylonian education is the God who is faithful on the last day of Persian service. The 
faithfulness is continuous because the God is faithful. 

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR US TODAY 

1. The Contrast Between Your Preservation and Others' Destruction Is the 
Most Precise Evidence of the Specific Nature of Divine Protection: The fate of 
the conspirators in the den is not a comforting thought in the usual sense — it involves 
real suffering and real loss. But it is a theologically necessary contrast that establishes 
the specificity of Daniel's preservation with the kind of precision that all other 
explanations cannot provide. The lions were not asleep. They were not tame. They were 
not fed. They were restrained for one person for one night by the angel of the God who 
sent him for that purpose. The contrast establishes this beyond reasonable denial. In 
your own life, the evidence of specific divine preservation — the thing that did not 
happen, the door that did not open, the harm that did not come — is often most clearly 
visible by contrast with what happened to others in comparable situations. The 
specificity of the protection is the evidence of the Protector. 



2. The Testimony That Reaches the Whole World Always Begins with What 
Happened to One Person: Darius issues his decree to all nations and peoples and 
languages throughout the whole earth — the broadest possible audience — on the basis 
of what happened to one man in one den. The universal proclamation of the living God 
is always grounded in the specific testimony of someone who encountered Him 
personally and specifically. Your testimony — the specific account of what the God who 
holds your breath in His hand has done in your specific circumstances — is not too small 
or too ordinary to be the seed of a proclamation that reaches further than you can see. 
Darius's decree goes to the whole earth because of what he saw in one man. The God 
who rescued Daniel from the power of the lions is the same God who acts specifically in 
your life, and the testimony of that specific action is the foundation of the proclamation 
He intends you to make. 

3. The Life That Prospers Across Empires Is the Life Rooted in the Kingdom 
That Outlasts Them All: Daniel prospers through the reign of Darius and into the 
reign of Cyrus — through the end of one empire and the beginning of another, in old age, 
having served across the entire span of the Babylonian period and now into the Persian. 
The prosperity is not the prosperity of a man who knew how to play the political game of 
successive empires. It is the prosperity of a man whose roots are in the only kingdom 
that outlasts every empire — the kingdom declared by the stone cut without human 
hands, the kingdom whose king is the living God who endures forever, the kingdom that 
will never be destroyed and whose dominion will never end. The person who is rooted in 
that kingdom will prosper through every transition, every regime change, every cultural 
shift, and every imperial succession, because the kingdom they are rooted in is not the 
one that is changing. 

HOW THIS RELATES TO TODAY 

Darius's decree to all nations and peoples and languages of every language in all the 
earth is the book of Daniel's most complete anticipation of the Great Commission — the 
instruction to go and make disciples of all nations, to proclaim the gospel to every 
creature. The pattern that produces Darius's decree is the pattern that produces the 
Great Commission's fulfillment: one person's faithful, continuous, specific relationship 
with the living God, lived out in the most demanding institutional contexts available, 
producing through the specificity of divine rescue a testimony so undeniable that the 
most powerful earthly authority available feels compelled to send it to the whole earth. 
The evangelistic fruitfulness that the church has often tried to produce through strategy, 
marketing, and institutional efficiency is exactly the fruitfulness that Daniel's life 
produces through integrity, prayer, and the willingness to enter the den rather than 
close the windows. 

The final verse — Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the 
Persian — also carries a word for every believer who is navigating a moment of cultural, 
institutional, or political transition. The empire has changed. The king has changed. The 
language has changed, the power structures have changed, the professional landscape 
has changed. And Daniel is still prospering, still faithful, still serving with excellence, 
still known as the man in whom the spirit of the holy gods dwells. The transition from 
Babylon to Persia did not disorient him, did not displace him, did not require him to 
rebuild his foundation. His foundation was in a kingdom that preceded both empires 



and will outlast whatever comes after. The believer who is similarly rooted — who has 
built on the stone cut without human hands rather than on any earthly structure — is 
the believer who will still be prospering in the next reign and the next after that. 

Key Lesson: The living God who shuts the mouths of lions and rescues Daniel 
from the den is the God whose rescue is so specific and so complete that the most 
powerful pagan king in the world sends the testimony to all nations and 
languages throughout the whole earth — and the decree that reaches every 
corner of the earth begins with one man's open windows, three-times-daily 
knees, and the continuous service of a lifetime that gave the angel something to 
protect and the king something to proclaim. 

 

 

Closing Prayer 

Heavenly Father, 

We close Daniel chapter 6 in the presence of the most complete portrait of 
sustained faithfulness in the book — the man who opened his windows 
toward Jerusalem on the day of the decree because he had always opened 
them, who got down on his knees three times a day because he had 
always gotten down on his knees, who gave thanks to God under a death 
sentence because he had always given thanks. And we are 
simultaneously encouraged and convicted: encouraged, because the God 
who sent His angel to Daniel is the same God who governs our dens; 



convicted, because the just as he had done before reveals the gap between 
Daniel's prayer life and ours. 

Lord, we confess that our windows are often closed. We confess that the 
three-times-a-day kneeling is not our practice, that the giving of thanks 
has been more circumstantial than continuous, that the orientation of our 
lives toward You has been less like open windows facing Jerusalem and 
more like windows that open occasionally when the view seems worth 
looking at. We have treated prayer as a resource to be accessed in need 
rather than a relationship to be sustained in all conditions. And we have 
found, as a consequence, that when the decrees arrive and the dens are 
announced, we have less to draw on than we should. 

Change this in us. Not by willpower or spiritual discipline alone — 
though both have their place — but by the genuine, growing, 
irreplaceable knowledge of You that makes the open windows natural 
rather than dutiful, the kneeling a response to a presence rather than a 
performance for an audience, and the giving of thanks the expression of a 
reality rather than the fulfillment of a requirement. Let our prayer lives 
be built on the foundation of knowing You, and let the knowing deepen 
with every day of the practice until the practice is as uninterruptible as 
Daniel's was — until no decree and no den can reach the root of the thing. 

For those who are in their den right now — sealed in by irrevocable 
decrees, surrounded by the lions that have been sent to silence them, 
unable to see the angel but trusting in the God who sends angels — 
remind them of the dawn. That the king who cares is running to the 
stone. That the seal is not the final word. That the God who shuts the 
mouths of lions is awake while Darius lies sleepless, and that the dawn 
that comes after the longest night of the den is the dawn of the unharmed 
emergence — the no wound was found on him because he had trusted in 
his God. 

And when we emerge from our dens — when the season passes and we 
are lifted out with the wounds that did not come — let the testimony go 
out. Not to preserve our own reputation or build our own platform, but 
because the living God who endures forever deserves to be proclaimed to 
all nations and peoples and languages by everyone He has rescued. 
Darius sent the decree to the whole earth because of what he saw. May 
we, having seen more than Darius saw, send a testimony that is at least 
as wide. 

In the name of the living God who endures forever — in the name of the 
One whose kingdom will not be destroyed, whose dominion will never 
end, who rescues and saves and performs signs and wonders in heaven 
and on earth — in Jesus' name we pray, Amen. 

 



Soli Deo Gloria 
Glory to God Alone 


