CRAWFORD BIBLE COMMENTARY
BIBLE STUDY

Isaiah Chapter 34 — God’s Judgment on the
Nations

A Verse-by-Verse Bible Study from the Crawford Standard Bible

Introduction

Isaiah Chapter 34 is one of the strongest judgment chapters in the book of Isaiah.
Its scope begins with:

The nations.

The peoples.

The whole earth.

The entire world.

Then the prophecy focuses specifically upon:
Edom.

Edom becomes the representative example of:
Pride.

Violence.

Hostility toward God’s people.

Human rebellion.

Divine judgment.

The chapter opens with a universal summons:

“Come near, you nations, and listen; pay attention, you peoples!”

God is not speaking privately.
He calls:

The earth.

The world.



All peoples.

To hear.

Why?

Because His judgment concerns:
Everyone who opposes Him.

Isaiah then uses extremely severe prophetic imagery.
Armies fall.

The heavens shake.

Stars fall.

God’s sword descends.

Edom is judged.

Bozrah experiences destruction.

The land becomes:

Desolate.

Burned.

Abandoned.

Overrun by wild creatures.

The picture is meant to communicate:
Complete judgment.

Irreversible humiliation.

The collapse of proud human power.
Yet the chapter should not be read as though God delights in suffering for its own sake.
Isaiah presents this judgment as:
Justice.

Verse 8 calls it:

“The year of recompense for Zion’s cause.”

God is answering:
Violence.

Treachery.



Oppression.

Pride.

The chapter therefore teaches that divine vengeance is not:
Personal spite.

Uncontrolled anger.

Human revenge magnified.

Itis:

Holy justice.

The Lord repays evil according to:

Truth.

Righteousness.

His own perfect judgment.

The chapter also contains powerful cosmic imagery.
The heavens are pictured as:

Dissolving.

Rolling up like a scroll.

Stars falling like:

Withered leaves.

Shriveled figs.

This language places Edom’s judgment within the broader biblical theme of:
The Day of the Lord.

Historical judgment becomes a window into:

Final judgment.

The chapter ends with a striking contrast.

Human rulers disappear.

Palaces become:

Thorns.

Strongholds become:

Habitats for wild animals.

But one thing remains absolutely certain:



God’s Word.
Isaiah says:

“Search the book of the Lord and read.”

Not one thing God has spoken will fail.
The chapter begins with:

Listen.

It ends with:

Read.

The central truth of Isaiah 34 is:

The Lord summons the nations to hear that rebellion, violence, and pride will not escape His
righteous judgment; Edom becomes a vivid picture of the downfall of powers that oppose God
and His people, creation itself is portrayed as shaken under His wrath, and the chapter concludes
by declaring that every word spoken by the Lord will certainly be fulfilled.

. GOD CALLS THE NATIONS TO LISTEN

Isaiah 34:1 — A Worldwide Summons

“Come near, you nations, and listen; pay attention, you peoples! Let the earth hear,
and all that is in it, the world and everything that comes from it.”

The audience is:
Universal.

Nations.

Peoples.

Earth.

World.

Everyone is called to:
Listen.

Cross References
Psalm 49:1

All peoples and inhabitants of the world are summoned to hear words of wisdom regardless of wealth
or social position.



Micah 1:2
All peoples are told to listen as the Lord Himself bears witness concerning the sins of the earth.
Joel 3:11

The surrounding nations are summoned to gather as God prepares to judge the powers assembled
against His purposes.

Spiritual Principle

God’s moral authority extends beyond:
One nation.

One culture.

One generation.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

The God who created all nations has the right to summon all nations to account.

II. THE LORD’S ANGER IS AGAINST
REBELLIOUS NATIONS

Isaiah 34:2 — Divine Judgment on Armies

“For the Lord’s anger is against all nations, and His fury is against all their armies.
He has completely destroyed them, He has given them over to slaughter.”

This language is:

Severe.

Universal.

Judicial.

It describes military powers standing under:
God’s judgment.

Cross References

Jeremiah 25:31

God enters into judgment with the nations because of their wickedness and gives the guilty over to
destruction.

Zephaniah 3:8



The Lord speaks of gathering nations and kingdoms for judgment and pouring out righteous
indignation upon persistent rebellion.

Revelation 19:15

The victorious Messiah judges rebellious nations with absolute authority and carries out God’s
righteous wrath,

Spiritual Principle
Military power does not create:

Moral exemption.

I1l. THE HORROR OF WAR IS EXPOSED
Isaiah 34:3 — The Dead Left Unburied

“Their dead will be thrown out, their stench will rise from their corpses, and the
mountains will be soaked with their blood.”

Isaiah does not romanticize:
War.

Judgment.

Violence.

The imagery is:

Disturbing.

And intended to be.

Cross References
Ezekiel 32:5

Judgment imagery describes the remains of a defeated power scattered over mountains and valleys.
Revelation 14:20

Apocalyptic imagery describes judgment using a vast flow of blood to communicate its horrifying
magnitude.

Nahum 3:3

The fall of a violent city is pictured with heaps of bodies and the terrible consequences of accumulated
bloodshed.



Spiritual Principle

Sinful violence eventually produces:
Horror.

Not glory.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
The Bible can describe judgment graphically without celebrating human suffering.

V. THE HEAVENS ARE SHAKEN
Isaiah 34:4 — The Sky Rolled Like a Scroll

“All the stars of the heavens will be dissolved, and the skies rolled up like a scroll; all
the stars will fall like withered leaves from a vine, like shriveled figs from a fig tree.”

The imagery expands beyond:

Edom.

Battlefields.

Nations.

It becomes:

Cosmic.

This is classic prophetic Day-of-the-Lord language.
Cross References

Revelation 6:14

The sky is pictured disappearing like a scroll being rolled up while mountains and islands are shaken.
Matthew 24:29

Jesus describes cosmic disturbances involving the sun, moon, stars, and powers of heaven in
connection with final judgment.

2 Peter 3:10

Peter speaks of the day of the Lord involving dramatic dissolution and judgment of the present created
order.

Spiritual Principle

God’s judgment reaches beyond human politics into the total order of creation.



Crawford Bible Study Principle
When the Creator judges, even creation is pictured as trembling.

V. THE SWORD OF THE LORD DESCENDS
ON EDOM

Isaiah 34:5 — Edom Singled Out

“My sword has drunk its fill in the heavens; see, it will come down in judgment on
Edom, the people I have doomed to destruction.”

The prophecy now narrows.

From:

All nations.

To:

Edom.

Edom had a long history of:

Hostility.

Pride.

Violence toward Judah.

Isaiah uses Edom as a particular example of divine judgment.

Cross References

Jeremiah 49:12

God warns Edom that judgment cannot be escaped merely because others also face punishment.
Ezekiel 25:12

Edom is condemned for acting in vengeance against Judah and taking satisfaction in hostility.
Obadiah 1:1

Obadiah announces God’s judgment against Edom for pride and violence toward Jacob.
Spiritual Principle

Long-standing hostility does not remain outside God’s courtroom.



VI. BOZRAH BECOMES APLACE OF
JUDGMENT

Isaiah 34:6 — The Lord’s Sacrifice

“The sword of the Lord is filled with blood; it is covered with fat—the blood of lambs
and goats, the fat of the kidneys of rams. For the Lord has a sacrifice in Bozrah, a
great slaughter in the land of Edom.”

Isaiah uses sacrificial language.

This is not ordinary temple worship.

Itis:

Judgment imagery.

Edom’s military and social power is pictured as being offered up under divine justice.

Cross References
Jeremiah 49:22

Judgment against Edom and Bozrah is pictured with sudden terror and decisive defeat.
Amos 1:12

God promises judgment against Teman and Bozrah because of Edom’s cruelty.

Isaiah 63:1

Isaiah later sees a majestic figure coming from Edom and Bozrah in imagery connected with judgment
and victory.

Spiritual Principle

What humanity offers in rebellion can eventually become the very object of divine judgment.

VIl. THE MIGHTY FALLWITH THE REST
Isaiah 34:7 — Wild Oxen and Bulls

“Wild oxen will fall with them, young bulls along with the mighty bulls. Their land
will be drenched with blood, and the soil enriched with fat.”

The animals likely symbolize:
Strength.
Nobility.



Military power.

The great fall alongside:
The small.

Cross References
Jeremiah 49:20

God announces a determined plan against Edom in which even the strongest are unable to resist His
judgment.

Psalm 22:21
Powerful enemies are pictured using the imagery of wild oxen, emphasizing strength and danger.
Numbers 23:22

The wild ox is used as a symbol of great strength, making Isaiah’s picture of their fall especially
significant.

Spiritual Principle
Strength cannot become:

Immunity.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

God does not need the strong to become weak before He can judge them.

VIIl. THE DAY OF THE LORD’S
VENGEANCE

Isaiah 34:8 — Recompense for Zion

“For this is the day of the Lord’s vengeance, the year of recompense for Zion’s cause.”

This verse explains:

Why.

God’s vengeance is connected to:
Justice.

Recompense.

Zion’s cause.



Cross References
Isaiah 61:2

Isaiah announces both the year of the Lord’s favor and the day of His vengeance.
Luke 21:22

Jesus speaks of days of judgment in which what has been written reaches fulfillment.
Isaiah 63:4

The Lord speaks of a day of vengeance and a year of redemption arriving according to His purpose.
Spiritual Principle

Divine vengeance is not sinful revenge.

Itis:

Holy recompense.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

When God avenges, He does not lose control of justice.

He fulfills it.

IX. EDOM’S LAND BECOMES BURNING
PITCH

Isaiah 34:9 — Sulfur and Fire

“Edom’s streams will be turned into pitch, its dust into burning sulfur; its land will
become blazing pitch.”

The imagery recalls:

Sodom and Gomorrah.

It communicates:

Total devastation.

Cross References

Genesis 19:24

The Lord rained sulfur and fire upon Sodom and Gomorrah in judgment.
Revelation 19:20

Final judgment imagery includes fire and sulfur against powers in rebellion against God.



Deuteronomy 29:23
Ajudged land is pictured as burned with sulfur and salt, unable to produce ordinary vegetation.
Spiritual Principle

Persistent rebellion can transform a place of life into a picture of judgment.

X. THE SMOKE RISES
Isaiah 34:10 — Lasting Desolation

“It will burn night and day, unquenched; its smoke will rise forever. From generation
to generation it will lie desolate; no one will ever pass through it again.”

This is prophetic imagery of:
Complete.

Decisive.

Enduring.

Judgment.

The phrase “forever” emphasizes the lasting result of the judgment rather than requiring us to picture
the entire historic territory literally burning without interruption through all subsequent history.

Cross References

Revelation 14:11

The smoke of judgment is pictured rising continually as a sign of irreversible divine punishment.
Isaiah 66:24

The final chapter of Isaiah also uses unquenchable-fire imagery to describe the disgrace and judgment
of rebellion.

Mark 9:48

Jesus uses similar imagery to warn soberly about the seriousness and finality of divine judgment.
Spiritual Principle

God’s judgment should never be treated as:

Temporary inconvenience.



XI. CHAOS REPLACES CIVILIZATION
Isaiah 34:11 — The Measuring Line of Emptiness

“The desert owl and the screech owl will possess it; the raven will dwell there. The
Lord will stretch out over it the measuring line of chaos and the plumb line of
emptiness.”

Earlier Isaiah used:

Measuring line.

Plumb line.

For justice.

Now God measures Edom for:

Desolation.

“Chaos” and “emptiness” echo creation language of:
Formlessness.

Vacancy.

Cross References
Zephaniah 2:14

Animals inhabit ruined cities after human pride and population disappear.

2 Kings 21:13

God uses the image of measuring lines to describe precise and deliberate judgment.
Isaiah 13:21

Wild animals inhabit the ruins of Babylon after human glory collapses.

Spiritual Principle

God’s judgment is not:

Random destruction.

It is measured.

Deliberate.

Just.



XII. EDOM’S NOBILITY DISAPPEARS
Isaiah 34:12 — No Kingdom Remains

“Its nobles will have nothing left to call a kingdom, and all its princes will vanish
away.”

No:

Royal structure.

Political continuation.

Noble class.

Ruling elite.

Pride loses:

Its throne.

Cross References

Obadiah 1:8

God promises to destroy Edom’s wisdom and understanding.

Jeremiah 49:7

The wisdom for which Edom was famous is mocked when judgment reveals its limits.
Ezekiel 32:29

Edom and its rulers are pictured among fallen powers brought down in judgment.
Spiritual Principle

Human titles cannot survive when:

The kingdom itself disappears.

XI1. PALACES BECOME THORNS
Isaiah 34:13 — Strongholds Overgrown

“Thorns will overrun her palaces, nettles and brambles her strongholds. It will be a
haunt for jackals, a home for owls.”

Palaces once represented:

Power.



Luxury.

Prestige.

Now:

Thorns.

Brambles.

Wild creatures.

Cross References

Isaiah 13:22

Wild creatures inhabit ruined palaces where human splendor once stood.
Jeremiah 49:33

A judged land becomes desolate and occupied by wild animals rather than thriving communities.
Zephaniah 2:9

Proud nations are warned that their lands can become overgrown wastelands.
Spiritual Principle

Pride builds palaces.

Judgment can leave:

Thorns.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Never confuse impressive architecture with permanent security.

XIV. THE WILDERNESS TAKES OVER
Isaiah 34:14 — Wild Creatures Find Rest

“Desert creatures will meet hyenas, and wild goats will call to each other; there the
night creatures will settle and find themselves a resting place.”

The point is:

Abandonment.

No ordinary human civilization remains.
The wild replaces:

The organized.



The inhabited becomes:

Desolate.

Cross References

Isaiah 13:21

Wild desert creatures occupy ruined cities after judgment.

Jeremiah 50:39

Babylon is pictured becoming a wilderness inhabited by desert animals and abandoned by people.
Job 30:29

Job poetically associates himself with wilderness creatures in a picture of desolation and isolation.
Spiritual Principle

What humanity refuses to steward under God can eventually become:

Uninhabitable.

XV. WILD CREATURES MULTIPLY IN THE
RUINS

Isaiah 34:15 — Nature Occupies the Empty Land

“The owl will nest there, lay eggs and hatch them, and care for her young under her
shadow; there also the vultures will gather, each with its mate.”

The imagery emphasizes:

Continuity of desolation.

Animals find:

Nesting.

Rest.

Security.

Where human kingdoms once boasted.
Cross References

Deuteronomy 14:16

Owls are listed among birds familiar within Israel’s world and ceremonial classifications.

Leviticus 11:17



Certain birds associated with wilderness and scavenging appear among creatures Israel was not to eat.
Zephaniah 2:14

Birds and wild creatures are pictured occupying the ruins of former centers of human power.
Spiritual Principle

When God removes human glory, creation continues without asking permission from fallen kings.

XVI. SEARCH THE BOOK OF THE LORD
Isaiah 34:16 — God’s Word Will Not Fail

“Search the book of the Lord and read: Not one of these creatures will be missing,
none will lack her mate. For it is His mouth that has commanded it, and His Spirit
that has gathered them.”

The focus moves from:
Landscape.

To:

Scripture.

Isaiah says:

Search.

Read.

Compare fulfillment with:
The Word.

Why will it happen?
Because:

God’s mouth commanded.
God’s Spirit gathered.
Cross References
John 5:39

Jesus speaks of searching the Scriptures because they testify concerning God’s redemptive revelation.
Joshua 21:45

Not one of the Lord’s good promises to Israel failed; everything He had spoken came to pass.



2 Timothy 3:16

Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, correction, and training in righteousness.
Spiritual Principle

Prophecy rests upon:

The authority of the Speaker.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
The certainty of Scripture comes from the faithfulness of the God who spoke it.

XVIIl. GOD HIMSELF ASSIGNS THE LAND
Isaiah 34:17 — His Hand Measures It

“He has cast the lot for them; His hand has measured it off for them. They will possess
it forever; they will dwell there from generation to generation.”

God determines:

Boundaries.

Outcome.

Possession.

The land once ruled by:

Edom.

Becomes assigned to:

Wild creatures.

Cross References

Joshua 18:6

Land was divided by lot according to the Lord’s direction.

Psalm 16:5

The psalmist recognizes the Lord as the One who determines and secures his portion and inheritance.
Numbers 26:55

Israel’s land inheritance was divided by lot according to God’s appointed order.
Spiritual Principle

God has authority to:



Give.
Remove.
Reassign.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

What humans call possession always remains under the authority of the true Owner.

XVIIl. EDOM AS APICTURE OF PROUD
REBELLION

Edom had a specific:

History.

Geography.

National identity.

Therefore Isaiah 34 should first be understood as an oracle involving:
Real judgment against Edom.

But the chapter begins with:

All nations.

Its imagery becomes:

Cosmic.

That means Edom also becomes a representative picture of:
Human hostility toward God.

Pride.

Violence.

Opposition to Zion.

Spiritual Principle

Historical judgment can become a prophetic pattern of:

Final judgment.



XIX. WHAT ISAIAH 34 TEACHES ABOUT
THE NATIONS

The nations are called:

To hear.

Because nations themselves are:
Morally accountable.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
National power does not remove national accountability before God.

XX. WHAT ISAIAH 34 TEACHES ABOUT
GOD’S ANGER

God’s anger is:

Holy.

Judicial.

Directed against:

Sin.

Violence.

Pride.

Rebellion.

Spiritual Principle

God’s anger is not uncontrolled emotion.

It is the holy response of a righteous God toward evil.

XXI. WHAT ISAIAH 34 TEACHES ABOUT
VENGEANCE

Humans are often tempted toward:
Personal revenge.

God’s vengeance is different.



It is:
Perfect justice.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
We can leave vengeance to God precisely because He judges better than we do.

XXI. WHAT ISAIAH 34 TEACHES ABOUT
CREATION

The heavens are pictured:
Dissolving.

Rolling.

Falling.

Spiritual Principle
Creation is not:

Eternal in itself.

It remains subject to:

Its Creator.

XX WHAT ISAIAH 34 TEACHES ABOUT
HUMAN GLORY

Kings.
Princes.
Palaces.
Strongholds.
All vanish.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
The greater human glory appears, the more important it is to remember how quickly it can fade.



XXIV. WHAT ISAIAH 34 TEACHES ABOUT
GOD’S WORD

The final appeal is:
Search.

Read.

God’s mouth:
Commanded.

God’s Spirit:

Gathered.

Spiritual Principle
God’s Word is not merely:
Information.

It is:

Authoritative revelation.

XXV. WHAT ISAIAH 34 TEACHES ABOUT
CERTAINTY

Isaiah does not say:
Perhaps.

Maybe.

Possibly.

God has spoken.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
When God makes a promise or pronounces judgment, time does not weaken His Word.

XXVI. “COME NEAR AND LISTEN”

Before God judges:
He speaks.



Spiritual Principle
Judgment is preceded by:
Warning.

The summons to listen is itself:

Mercy.

XXVII. THE LORD’S SWORD

The sword represents:
Judicial action.

It shows God is not:
Passive toward evil.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Divine patience should never be mistaken for divine indifference.

XXVIII. THE FALLING STARS

The cosmic imagery communicates:

World-shaking judgment.

Spiritual Principle

What humanity regards as fixed and untouchable remains:

Created.

XXIX. THE YEAR OF RECOMPENSE

There is an appointed:

Time.

God determines when justice:
Comes due.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

God’s justice has a calendar even when we cannot see the date.



XXX. STREAMS OF PITCH

Water normally gives:

Life.

Here:

The streams become pictures of destruction.

Spiritual Principle

Persistent rebellion can turn blessings into witnesses of judgment.

XXXI. PALACES BECOME WILDERNESS

Human glory ends.
Animals occupy:
The ruins.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
A palace without God can become a future home for thorns.

XXXII. THE MEASURING LINE OF CHAQOS

God once measured for:

Construction.

Here He measures for:

Desolation.

Spiritual Principle

The same sovereign God who establishes can:

Remove.

XXX NOBLES WITHOUT A KINGDOM

Titles remain meaningful only while:

The kingdom remains.



Crawford Bible Study Principle
Human importance is fragile when detached from eternal purpose.

XXXIV. THE BOOK OF THE LORD

Isaiah calls the people back to:

Written revelation.

Spiritual Principle

When circumstances become confusing:

Search what God has said.

XXXV. “NOT ONE WILL BE MISSING”

The language emphasizes:

Detailed fulfillment.
Crawford Bible Study Principle

God does not lose track of the details of His own Word.

XXXVI. HIS MOUTH AND HIS SPIRIT

\erse 16 joins:

Word.

Spirit.

God speaks.

God’s Spirit accomplishes.

Spiritual Principle

The Spirit of God never works contrary to:

The Word of God.

XXXVII. GOD’S HAND MEASURES

God’s rule is:



Personal.
Deliberate.

Exact.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Nothing in divine judgment is careless.

XXXVII. EIGHT GREAT LESSONS FROM
ISAIAH 34

1. God Judges All Nations

Principle:

No nation possesses an exemption from God’s moral authority.

2. Violence and Treachery Bring Accountability

Principle:

What nations do to others matters before God.

3. Edom Becomes a Picture of Proud Rebellion

Principle:

Historical enemies can illustrate larger spiritual realities.

4. Creation Itself Is Subject to God

Principle:
Heaven and earth belong to the Creator.

5. Divine Vengeance Is Righteous

Principle:
God repays evil without injustice, exaggeration, or sinful passion.



6. Human Glory Can Become Desolation

Principle:
Palaces, rulers, and strongholds are temporary.

7. God’s Judgment Is Measured

Principle:

His plumb line reveals deliberate justice rather than random destruction.

8. God’s Word Is Certain

Principle:
What His mouth commands, His Spirit is able to accomplish.

XXXIX. THE UNIVERSAL CALL

Isaiah says:

Nations.

Peoples.

Earth.

World.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
No one should assume:

“This message is for someone else.”

XL. GOD’S ANGER AGAINST ARMIES

Armies may become:
Instruments of oppression.
Isaiah reminds us:

Military strength is not moral authority.



Spiritual Principle
A weapon can win a battle without proving the cause is righteous.

XLI. JUDGMENT WITHOUT GLAMOUR

Isaiah’s battlefield imagery is:

Ugly.

That is deliberate.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

The Bible strips war of romance when war becomes the fruit of human wickedness.

XLII. THE COSMIC DAY OF THE LORD

Isaiah looks beyond:

One battlefield.

One country.

Toward:

A final reckoning.

Spiritual Principle

Historical judgments remind us that history itself moves toward accountability.

XLI1l. EDOM AND ZION

Verse 8 says:

Recompense for Zion’s cause.
God remembers:

The oppressed.

The attacked.

The wronged.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
God does not lose the case file of His suffering people.



XLIV. GOD’S JUSTICE AND HUMAN
REVENGE

We should never use Isaiah 34 as permission for:
Personal vengeance.

Cruelty.

Hatred.

The Lord’s vengeance belongs to:

The Lord.

Spiritual Principle

Faith entrusts final justice to the Judge who cannot be corrupted by hatred.

XLV. FOREVER SMOKE

The language emphasizes:
Finality.
Irreversibility.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Do not build theology by flattening prophetic imagery, but do not weaken the warning the imagery was
designed to give.

XLVI. CHAOS AND EMPTINESS

The vocabulary echoes:

Creation reversed.

Order becomes:

Disorder.

Inhabitation becomes:

Emptiness.

Spiritual Principle

Sin always moves creation away from:

God’s good order.



XLVII. THE EMPTY THRONE

Edom’s nobles lose:
Kingdom.

Power.

Legacy.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
Every throne that opposes God eventually becomes empty.

XLVII. THORNS IN THE PALACE

Imagine:

Aroyal building.

Now:

Overgrown.

Silent.

Abandoned.

Spiritual Principle
Pride plans monuments.

Judgment leaves ruins.

XLIX. THE CREATURES INHERIT THE
LAND

The land once controlled by:
Human rulers.

Becomes:

Wild habitat.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
God can redistribute what human beings assume permanently belongs to them.



L. “SEARCH AND READ”

This is an important command.
God wants:

Faith informed by revelation.
Spiritual Principle
Biblical faith does not fear:
Examination.

Read.

Search.

Remember.

LI. SCRIPTURE AND FULFILLMENT

Isaiah calls readers to compare:
What God says.

With:

What God does.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
Fulfilled truth strengthens confidence in promises still awaiting fulfillment.

LIl. THE WORD THAT DOES NOT FAIL

Joshua says:

Not one promise failed.
Isaiah says:

Not one will be missing.
Spiritual Principle
God’s reliability is:
Total.



LIIl. THE SPIRIT GATHERS

God does not merely:
Predict.

He acts.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Prophecy is certain because the One who knows the future also has power over history.

LIV. SEVEN GREAT CONTRASTS IN ISAIAH
34

. Proud Nations — Divine Judgment

. Mighty Armies — Fallen Armies

. Cosmic Order — Cosmic Shaking

. Royal Palaces — Thorn-Covered Ruins
. Human Kingdoms — Empty Wilderness

. Human Boasting — Divine Recompense

N SN N A W -

. Changing Nations — Unchanging Word
Key Truth

Human power, military strength, political glory, and national pride all pass away, but the Word
and justice of the Lord stand certain.

LV. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FOR
PERSONAL STUDY

Question 1

Who is called to hear Isaiah 34?

The nations, peoples, earth, world, and all its inhabitants.



Question 2

Against whom is the Lord’s anger directed?

Against rebellious nations and their armies.

Question 3

What does the gruesome battlefield imagery emphasize?

The seriousness and horror of judgment rather than the glorification of violence.

Question 4

What happens to the heavens in verse 4?

They are pictured dissolving, rolling up like a scroll, and losing their stars.

Question 5
What broader biblical theme does this imagery evoke?

The Day of the Lord and final judgment.

Question 6

Which nation becomes the chapter’s specific focus?

Edom.

Question 7

What city is mentioned in Edom?

Bozrah.

Question 8

Why is Edom especially associated with judgment in the prophets?

Because of pride, violence, and hostility toward Judah.

Question 9
What does verse 8 call the time of judgment?

The day of the Lord’s vengeance and year of recompense for Zion’s cause.

Question 10

What does Edom’s land become?

A picture of burning devastation and long-term desolation.



Question 11

Who occupies the ruined land?

Wild and desert creatures.

Question 12

What happens to Edom’s nobles and princes?

Their kingdom disappears and their ruling power vanishes.

Question 13

What grows over palaces and strongholds?

Thorns, nettles, and brambles.

Question 14

What are readers told to do in verse 16?

Search the book of the Lord and read.

Question 15

Why is fulfillment certain?

Because the Lord’s mouth has commanded it and His Spirit accomplishes His purpose.

Question 16

What does God’s hand do in verse 17?

Measures and assigns the land.

Question 17

What is one central lesson from the chapter?

Human power passes, but God’s justice and Word remain certain.

LVI. PERSONAL APPLICATION

Isaiah 34 asks several searching questions.

Am | Listening When God Warns?

Or do | assume:

Judgment is always for someone else?



Do | Believe Nations Are Accountable to God?
Do I think:

Military strength.

Economic power.

Political influence.

Can place anyone above:

God’s moral law?

How Do I Think About Divine Judgment?

Do | take it:
Seriously?

Or minimize it because it makes me uncomfortable?

Am | Carrying Personal Vengeance?

Can | release:
Revenge.

To the God who judges perfectly?

Is Pride Building a Palace in My Heart?
What am | treating as:

Permanent.

Untouchable.

Secure?
Could My Greatest Earthly security become tomorrow’s ruins?
Do I trust God’s Word even when fulfillment seems delayed?

Do | search the Scriptures?

Or merely:

Assume | know what they say?

Does my faith rest upon:

Changing circumstances?



Or:

The God whose Word does not fail?

LVII. ACRAWFORD BIBLE STUDY
PRINCIPLE

“Human Kingdoms Become Ruins, but the Word of God Never
Becomes a Ruin”
Edom had:

Princes.

Cities.

Strongholds.

Palaces.

But:

They faded.

God’s Word remained.

Principle:
Build your life on what survives history, not merely on what looks impressive inside history.

LVIII. THE GOD WHO SUMMONS THE
WORLD

Isaiah does not ask nations:
Whether they want to listen.
He says:

Come near.

Listen.

Spiritual Principle

God’s authority does not depend upon human consent.



LIX. THE DAY ARMIES CANNOT SAVE

The armies themselves become:

Objects of judgment.
Crawford Bible Study Principle

A nation’s greatest weapon may become useless when the battle is with God.

LX. THE HEAVENS ROLLED UP

What looks:

Permanent.

Fixed.

Untouchable.

Is still:

Creation.

Spiritual Principle

Only the Creator is truly unshakable.

LXI. THE SWORD COMES DOWN

God’s patience has:

An end point.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
Grace gives time to repent.

It should never be interpreted as permission to continue rebelling.

LXII. BOZRAH’S FALL

The city had:
Strength.
History.
Identity.



God still judged:
Sin.
Spiritual Principle

Heritage cannot shield rebellion.

LXIIIl. THE YEAR OF RECOMPENSE

There is:
A day.
Ayear.

An appointed time.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Justice may appear slow because we do not own God’s calendar.

LXIV. SODOM-LIKE IMAGERY

Fire.

Sulfur.

Burning land.

All communicate:

The seriousness of moral rebellion.
Spiritual Principle

God’s holiness has not changed since Genesis.

LXV. THE WILDERNESS AFTER THE
KINGDOM

First:
Princes.
Then:

Owls.



First:
Palaces.
Then:
Thorns.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
Human glory is one generation away from becoming archaeology if God permits it.

LXVI. THE PLUMB LINE OF EMPTINESS

God measures exactly.
Spiritual Principle
His judgment is never:
Sloppy.

Impulsive.

Miscalculated.

LXVII. THE EMPTY KINGDOM

No noble has:
Anything left to call a kingdom.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
A title becomes meaningless when the throne beneath it disappears.

LXVIII. SCRIPTURE AT THE END OF
JUDGMENT

Why end with:
A book?
Because:

Understanding history requires revelation.



Spiritual Principle

Without God’s Word, people may see events and still miss their meaning.

LXIX. HIS MOUTH HAS COMMANDED

God does not merely:
Observe history.

He speaks with:
Authority.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
The same mouth that created by command can command history toward judgment and restoration.

LXX. HIS SPIRIT HAS GATHERED

Word and Spirit act:
Together.
Spiritual Principle

Never separate confidence in Scripture from confidence in the Spirit who inspired and fulfills God’s
purposes.

LXXI. THE CERTAINTY OF GOD’S WORD

Nations:
Change.
Borders:
Change.
Kings:
Change.
God’s Word:
Stands.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
History is temporary commentary on the permanent Word of God.



LXXIIl. SEVEN GREAT MOVEMENTS IN
ISAIAH 34

1. The Nations Are Summoned

Everyone must hear.

2. Universal Judgment Is Announced

God confronts rebellious powers.

3. Creation Is Shaken

Cosmic imagery enlarges the vision.

4, Edom Is Singled Out

Historical pride and violence face recompense.

5. The Land Becomes Desolate

Palaces and strongholds become wilderness.

6. Human Rule Disappears

Princes and kingdoms vanish.

7. God’s Word Remains

Readers are commanded to search and read.

Key Truth

Isaiah 34 moves from the noise of proud nations to the silence of ruined kingdoms and finally to
the enduring certainty of the Word of the Lord.

LXXI. FINAL APPLICATION

Isaiah Chapter 34 is:

Severe.

It is supposed to be.

It confronts the human tendency to believe:

Nations are too powerful to judge.



Armies are too strong to defeat.

Kings are too important to fall.

Palaces are too permanent to become ruins.
God says:

No.

The chapter begins:

“Come near, you nations, and listen.”

That is where wisdom begins.
Listen.

Before:

Judgment.

Before:

Consequences.

Before:

The sword.

God speaks first.

Then Isaiah shows:

The nations.

Armies.

Heavens.

Edom.

Bozrah.

Everything coming under:
God’s authority.

One of the chapter’s central lessons is:
Nothing is too large for God to judge.
Not:

A nation.

An army.



A city.

A culture.

A system.

The heavens themselves are pictured as:
Rolling away.

Then Edom becomes the example.
Edom had:

History.

Pride.

Strength.

Strongholds.

But opposition to God eventually produced:
Desolation.

The royal palace became:

Thorns.

The kingdom became:

Wilderness.

The princes:

Disappeared.

This is what human pride never wants to imagine.
Every earthly empire believes:

We are different.

We will last.

Isaiah reminds us:

Only God is eternal.

Then comes verse 8:

“The day of the Lord’s vengeance, the year of recompense for Zion’s cause.”

That should teach us two truths.

First:



Do not take personal revenge.
Second:
Do not assume injustice will last forever.
God sees:
Violence.
Oppression.
Betrayal.
The blood of the innocent.
And God’s judgment is:
Righteous.
Then the chapter closes in an unexpected place:
Not with fire.
Not with Edom.
But with:
Abook.
“Search the book of the Lord and read.”

That is the final instruction.
When kingdoms rise:

Read.

When nations boast:

Read.

When events confuse you:
Read.

When prophecy seems delayed:
Read.

When history appears uncontrolled:
Read.

Because:

God’s mouth has spoken.



God’s Spirit carries out His purpose.
Human kingdoms can become:
Ruins.

But:

The Word of God never does.
Therefore:

Listen when God warns.

Walk humbly.

Reject pride.

Leave vengeance with the Lord.
Do not trust the permanence of:
Human power.

And search:

The Book.

Because what God has spoken:

Will stand.

Closing Prayer

Heavenly Father,

You are:

Lord over all nations.

Judge of all the earth.

Creator of heaven and earth.

Teach us to:

Listen.

Give us hearts that respond to warning before:
Consequences.

Father, forgive:

Pride.



Violence.

Rebellion.

Self-sufficiency.

Help us never place:

Nations.

Governments.

Armies.

Leaders.

Above:

Your authority.

Father, when injustice appears to prosper:
Help us trust:

Your justice.

Keep us from:

Hatred.

Personal revenge.

Bitterness.

Teach us to leave vengeance with:
You.

Because You judge:

Perfectly.

Father, humble every place in our hearts where we believe:
We cannot fall.

Expose every false stronghold.
Remind us that:

Kings fade.

Empires pass.

Palaces crumble.

But:

You remain.



Thank You for:

Your Word.

Help us search it.

Read it.

Believe it.

Obey it.

When circumstances change:
Keep our confidence in:

What You have spoken.

Thank You that Your mouth commands.
Your Spirit accomplishes.
Your purposes stand.

May we build our lives not on:
Changing kingdoms.

But on:

Your unchanging truth.

In Jesus’ name,

Amen.

Key Verse

“Search the book of the Lord and read: Not one of these creatures will be missing,
none will lack her mate. For it is His mouth that has commanded it, and His Spirit
that has gathered them.” — Isaiah 34:16

Central Truth

God summons all nations to hear that pride, violence, hostility, and rebellion will face His
righteous judgment; Edom becomes a vivid historical and prophetic picture of the downfall of
those who oppose Him, creation itself is portrayed as shaken under the Day of the Lord, human
glory is reduced to desolation, and the chapter concludes by declaring that every word spoken by

the Lord is certain to be fulfilled.



Isalah 34 in One Sentence

Isaiah summons the whole world to hear the certainty of God’s judgment, portrays the nations
and even the heavens trembling before His wrath, identifies Edom as a particular example of
proud and violent rebellion brought to desolation, and concludes by commanding readers to
search the book of the Lord because what His mouth has commanded and His Spirit has
appointed will certainly come to pass.



