
 

Introduction to Genesis Chapter 27 

The Stolen Blessing: Deception, Destiny, and Divine Sovereignty 

 

Genesis chapter 27 is one of the most emotionally charged and morally complex passages in all of 
Scripture. It is a story of a family torn apart by favoritism, deception, and the collision of human 
scheming with God's sovereign plan. The chapter centers on the transfer of the patriarchal blessing 
— a single, irreversible spoken covenant that would determine the destiny of nations. 

Isaac, now old and blind, believes his death is approaching. He calls his favorite son Esau to prepare 
a special meal so that he can pronounce the covenant blessing before he dies. Rebekah, who favors 
Jacob and knows God's earlier word that 'the older shall serve the younger' (Genesis 25:23), devises 
a scheme to intercept the blessing. What unfolds is a masterclass in how sin, favoritism, and fear 
can fracture even a God-chosen family. 

Every character in this chapter is compromised. Isaac tries to give the blessing to Esau against God's 
revealed will. Rebekah manipulates and deceives her own husband. Jacob lies repeatedly to his 
elderly, blind father — invoking God's name in his deception. Esau, having already sold his 
birthright for a bowl of stew, now weeps with rage at the consequences of his own long history of 
carelessness. 

Yet through all of this human failure, God's sovereign purpose is not derailed. The blessing Jacob 
receives — however it was obtained — reflects the very thing God had declared before the twins were 
born. Genesis 27 teaches us that God's plans do not depend on our purity of method, but that does 
not mean He ignores the destruction our sin leaves in its wake. The chapter closes with a family in 
ruins: a father shaking with shock, a mother sending away her favorite son, a brother plotting 
murder, and a young man fleeing for his life — all because of a single meal and a stolen word. 

 

Opening Prayer 

Heavenly Father, 

As we open Genesis chapter 27, we ask for Your wisdom and discernment. This is a chapter full of 
human failure, family pain, and complicated choices — and yet, even here, Your sovereign hand is 
at work. Teach us, Lord, not just to observe the mistakes of others, but to examine our own hearts. 

Guard us from the sin of favoritism, from the temptation to deceive in order to get what we desire, 
and from the carelessness that treats sacred things as though they have no lasting value. Help us 
to trust that Your purposes will stand, and that we do not need to manipulate our way into Your 
blessing. 

Father, let this chapter show us the terrible cost of a home divided by partiality, and the mercy of 
a God who keeps His covenant even when His people do not keep theirs. Speak to our hearts, Holy 
Spirit, and lead us in truth. 

In Jesus' name we pray, Amen. 

 

Genesis 27:1–4 

(1) When Isaac was old and his eyes were so weak that he could no longer see, he called for 
Esau his older son and said to him, 'My son.' 'Here I am,' he answered. (2) Isaac said, 'I am 



now an old man and don't know the day of my death. (3) Now then, get your equipment—
your quiver and bow—and go out to the open country to hunt some wild game for me. (4) 
Prepare me the kind of tasty food I like and bring it to me to eat, so that I may give you my 
blessing before I die.' 

The Context: 

Isaac is at the end of his life — or so he thinks. He lived to 180 years (Genesis 35:28), meaning he 
still had many decades ahead, which makes his urgency here all the more poignant. His physical 
blindness mirrors a deeper spiritual blindness: he is about to attempt something God has already 
spoken against. Decades earlier, God told Rebekah that the older would serve the younger (Genesis 
25:23). Isaac knew this word, yet he moves to bless Esau anyway — driven by personal preference 
and a love of Esau's wild game cooking rather than by God's revealed will. The stage for deception is 
set not by Rebekah's scheme, but by Isaac's own defiance of what God had declared. 

Plain American English: 
"Isaac was getting very old and had gone practically blind. He called his oldest son Esau and 
said, 'Son, I don't know how much longer I've got. Take your hunting gear, go out to the 
field, and bring me back some of that wild game I love so much. Cook it up just the way I like 
it, and bring it to me. I want to eat a good meal and give you my blessing before I die.'" 

KEY OBSERVATIONS 

"His eyes were so weak": This signifies The Blindness of Partiality. Isaac's physical blindness 
is a symbol of his spiritual condition. He had watched Jacob and Esau grow up. He knew what 
God said about them before they were born. Yet he is about to use his last act of spiritual 
authority to go in the opposite direction of God's will — because Esau makes good stew. 

"I don't know the day of my death": This signifies The Urgency of Fear. Isaac's haste is 
rooted in mortality anxiety. Rather than seeking God's guidance in this holy moment, he is 
driven by his stomach and his sentiment. Our most important decisions should never be made 
in a hurry driven by fear. 

"Bring it to me to eat, so that I may give you my blessing": This signifies Blessing 
Conditioned on Performance. Isaac is essentially saying, 'Feed me, and I will bless you.' God's 
blessing was never designed to be transactional. Isaac has reduced the covenant blessing to a 
dinner deal. 

"His quiver and bow": This signifies The Identity of the Favored. Esau is defined by his 
hunting — his earthly skill. Isaac loves him for what he produces, not for who he is in God's 
covenant. We must be careful that we do not define our children's worth by their worldly 
productivity. 

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR US TODAY 

1. Don't Let Preference Override God's Word: Isaac knew God's prophetic word but chose 
his personal preference anyway. When our affections conflict with what God has clearly 
revealed, our affections must yield. Favoritism in a family is never just a personality quirk — it 
is a spiritual failure with generational consequences. 

2. Don't Rush Your Most Important Decisions: Isaac felt the pressure of death and made a 
hasty plan. Some decisions — who you invest in, who you bless, who you hand the covenant 
legacy to — require prayer and patience, not a fast meal and a quick ceremony. 

3. Recognize Transactional Blessing for What It Is: When we say, 'God, if You do this for 
me, I'll serve You,' or when we only invest in people who give us something in return, we have 
fallen into Isaac's trap. Blessing should flow from covenant, not commerce. 

HOW THIS RELATES TO TODAY 



We live in a culture that rewards the 'Esau types' — the bold, the rugged, the high achievers who 
bring home the bacon. Meanwhile, the quiet, tent-dwelling, studious 'Jacobs' of the world are often 
overlooked. But God's economy is not our economy. His blessing does not follow performance 
reviews or skill sets. It follows His sovereign purpose. 

Ask yourself: Are the blessings, opportunities, and investments you make in the next generation 
based on who God has called them to be — or on who makes you feel most proud? Isaac's error 
began long before this chapter. It began with years of playing favorites in a home where every child 
deserved equal dignity. 

Key Lesson: We endanger our legacy when we allow personal preference to override God's 
revealed purpose; the blessing we give or withhold in this generation will echo across every 
generation that follows. 

Genesis 27:5–17 

(5) Now Rebekah was listening as Isaac spoke to his son Esau. When Esau left for the open 
country to hunt game and bring it back, (6) Rebekah said to her son Jacob, 'Look, I 
overheard your father say to your brother Esau, (7) "Bring me some game and prepare me 
some tasty food to eat, so that I may give you my blessing in the presence of the Lord 
before I die." (8) Now, my son, listen carefully and do what I tell you: (9) Go out to the 
flock and bring me two choice young goats, so I can prepare some tasty food for your 
father, just the way he likes it. (10) Then take it to your father to eat, so that he may give 
you his blessing before he dies.' (11) Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, 'But my brother 
Esau is a hairy man while I have smooth skin. (12) What if my father touches me? I would 
appear to be tricking him and would bring down a curse on myself rather than a blessing.' 
(13) His mother said to him, 'My son, let the curse fall on me. Just do what I say; go and get 
them for me.' (14) So he went and got them and brought them to his mother, and she 
prepared some tasty food, just the way his father liked it. (15) Then Rebekah took the best 
clothes of Esau her older son, which she had in her house, and put them on her younger son 
Jacob. (16) She also covered his hands and the smooth part of his neck with the goatskins. 
(17) Then she handed to her son Jacob the tasty food and the bread she had made.' 

The Context: 

Rebekah is not a villain in the simple sense — she is a mother who knows God's will and is watching 
her husband about to violate it. But instead of confronting Isaac directly or trusting God to 
intervene, she takes matters into her own hands. Her plan is detailed, practical, and deeply 
deceptive. She dresses Jacob in Esau's clothes, covers his smooth skin with goatskin, and prepares a 
meal designed to fool a blind old man. Every step of the plan requires someone to sin. What began 
as hearing God's word ends in a family-wide conspiracy of deceit. 

Plain American English: 

"Rebekah had been eavesdropping. The moment Esau walked out the door with his hunting 
gear, she pulled Jacob aside and said, 'I just heard your father tell Esau he's going to give 
him the blessing before he dies — after he cooks him a big meal. Here's what we're going to 
do: go get two young goats from the flock. I'll cook them up exactly the way your father likes. 
Then you take the food in to him and get the blessing yourself.' Jacob was nervous: 'Mom, 
Esau is hairy and I'm not. What if Dad reaches out and touches me? He'll know I'm lying, 
and instead of a blessing I'll get a curse.' Rebekah said, 'I'll take the curse. Just do what I 
say.' So Jacob got the goats, Rebekah cooked the meal, she dressed Jacob in Esau's best 
clothes, covered his hands and neck with goatskin so he'd feel rough, and sent him in with 
the food." 

KEY OBSERVATIONS 



"Rebekah was listening": This signifies The Danger of Eavesdropping Without 
Accountability. Rebekah received critical information, but she processed it alone and in secret. 
When you learn something important about a family crisis, the godly response is open 
conversation, not covert operation. 

"Let the curse fall on me": This signifies Misguided Maternal Love. Rebekah's love for Jacob 
is fierce and real — but it is love without wisdom. She is willing to bear a curse to see her son 
blessed. This is a distorted picture of sacrificial love. True love protects a child from 
participating in sin — it does not recruit them into it. 

"Esau's best clothes": This signifies The Costume of False Identity. Jacob is about to walk into 
his father's presence wearing someone else's identity — someone else's smell, someone else's 
feel, someone else's name. This is the essence of deception: presenting a false self to get what 
you want. 

"Covered his hands and the smooth part of his neck with goatskins": This signifies The 
Lengths of Deception. The deception was thorough — visual, tactile, and olfactory. Sin rarely 
stops at one lie. Each layer of deception required another layer of cover-up. This is why the 
Proverbs say that a lying tongue leads to further wrongdoing (Proverbs 12:19). 

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR US TODAY 

1. Confront, Don't Conspire: Rebekah had access to Isaac. She could have walked into that 
room and said, 'Husband, do you remember what God said before the boys were born?' 
Instead she plotted. When we see something going wrong in our families or institutions, the 
first move should always be honest, courageous conversation — not manipulation. 

2. Good Ends Do Not Justify Sinful Means: Rebekah wanted the right outcome — God had 
already said Jacob should have the blessing. But the method she chose created decades of 
pain, exile, and family breakdown. God did not need her to lie in order to accomplish His will. 
He never does. 

3. Be Careful What You Wear Into Important Moments: Jacob walked in wearing a 
costume. We often try to present a manufactured version of ourselves in high-stakes moments 
— in job interviews, in relationships, in ministry. A blessing obtained through a false identity 
is a burden, not a gift. 

HOW THIS RELATES TO TODAY 

Rebekah is a portrait of what happens when a person of genuine faith — someone who truly knows 
God's word — decides that God needs their help to get the job done. She had received a direct 
prophecy. She believed it. But she didn't trust God's timing or method to bring it about. 

How many of us are in the middle of our own 'goatskin moment' — dressing ourselves up in 
someone else's credentials, someone else's story, or someone else's reputation to get a blessing we 
believe we deserve? The tragedy is not just that it works in the short term. The tragedy is what it 
costs in the long term: a son in exile for twenty years, a husband who dies heartbroken, and a 
mother who never sees her favorite child again. 

Key Lesson: When we choose deception as the path to a God-promised blessing, we may 
obtain the blessing but forfeit the peace; God's promises do not require our manipulation to be 
fulfilled — they require our obedience. 

Genesis 27:18–29 

(18) He went to his father and said, 'My father.' 'Yes, my son,' he answered. 'Who is it?' (19) 
Jacob said to his father, 'I am Esau your firstborn. I have done as you told me. Please sit up 
and eat some of my game, so that you may give me your blessing.' (20) Isaac asked his son, 
'How did you find it so quickly, my son?' 'The Lord your God gave me success,' he 
answered. (21) Then Isaac said to Jacob, 'Come near so I can touch you, my son, to know 



whether you really are my son Esau or not.' (22) Jacob went close to his father Isaac, who 
touched him and said, 'The voice is the voice of Jacob, but the hands are the hands of Esau.' 
(23) He did not recognize him, for his hands were hairy like his brother Esau's hands; so he 
proceeded to bless him. (24) 'Are you really my son Esau?' he asked. 'I am,' he replied. (25) 
Then he said, 'My son, bring me some of your game to eat, so that I may give you my 
blessing.' Jacob brought it to him and he ate; and he brought some wine and he drank. (26) 
Then his father Isaac said to him, 'Come here, my son, and kiss me.' (27) So he went to him 
and kissed him. When Isaac caught the smell of his clothes, he blessed him and said, 'Ah, 
the smell of my son is like the smell of a field that the Lord has blessed. (28) May God give 
you heaven's dew and earth's richness—an abundance of grain and new wine. (29) May 
nations serve you and peoples bow down to you. Be lord over your brothers, and may the 
sons of your mother bow down to you. May those who curse you be cursed and those who 
bless you be blessed.' 

The Context: 

This section is the heart of the chapter — a tense, room-by-room interrogation that Jacob barely 
survives. Isaac is suspicious from the very first word. He asks four separate times to verify the 
identity of the person before him. Jacob lies four times, including once using the name of God to 
authenticate his deception. The moment Isaac smells Esau's clothes and is satisfied, he speaks one 
of the most powerful blessings in all of Scripture — a blessing of land, abundance, authority, and 
covenant protection. The terrible irony is that the blessing is completely appropriate for Jacob. 
Every word of it aligns with God's purpose for him. But it was obtained through a web of lies. 

Plain American English: 

"Jacob walked in and said, 'Dad, it's me.' Isaac said, 'Which son? Who are you?' Jacob 
answered, 'I'm Esau, your firstborn. I did exactly what you asked. Sit up and eat so you can 
give me your blessing.' Isaac was suspicious: 'How did you find the game so fast?' Jacob said, 
'God helped me.' Isaac said, 'Come closer — let me touch you so I know you're really Esau.' 
Jacob walked over, and Isaac touched his goatskin-covered hands. He said out loud, 'The 
voice sounds like Jacob, but the hands feel like Esau.' Still not sure, he asked directly, 'Are 
you really Esau?' Jacob said, 'Yes, I am.' So Isaac ate the food and drank the wine Jacob 
brought him. Then he said, 'Come here and kiss me, son.' Jacob kissed him, and when Isaac 
smelled Esau's clothes on Jacob, he was convinced. He spoke the blessing: 'You smell like a 
field the Lord has blessed. May God give you abundant rain and rich harvests — plenty of 
grain and wine. May nations serve you and peoples bow before you. May you rule over your 
brothers. May those who curse you be cursed, and those who bless you be blessed.'" 

KEY OBSERVATIONS 

"I am Esau your firstborn": This signifies The First Direct Lie. Jacob does not just deceive 
through ambiguity — he makes a flat-out false statement of identity to his elderly blind father. 
This is the lie at the core of the chapter, and it will echo for decades in Jacob's life. He will later 
be deceived by his own sons in equally devastating fashion (Genesis 37). 

"The Lord your God gave me success": This signifies Using God's Name to Cover Sin. This 
may be the most shocking line in the chapter. Jacob invokes God's name as evidence for the 
authenticity of his lie. To use God as a prop for deception is one of the gravest forms of sin in 
Scripture (Exodus 20:7). The lie didn't just fool Isaac — it attempted to implicate God. 

"The voice is the voice of Jacob, but the hands are the hands of Esau": This signifies 
The Conflict Between the Spirit and the Flesh. Isaac's senses were at war with each other. His 
hearing told him the truth; his touch led him astray. It is a picture of spiritual discernment: 
the Word of God (our 'hearing') will always tell us the truth, but our sensory experience and 
emotions (our 'touch') can be manufactured and manipulated. 



"May nations serve you": This signifies The Sovereign Blessing Despite the Sinful Method. 
The content of the blessing is not corrupted by the method of its acquisition. God's word over 
Jacob — spoken prophetically through Isaac — is fulfilled. This is not God endorsing Jacob's 
deception; it is God proving that His purposes outlast human failure. 

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR US TODAY 

1. Never Use God's Name to Cover a Lie: Jacob said 'God helped me' to authenticate a 
deception. Every time we invoke God's blessing, authority, or name to validate something 
dishonest — a manipulative business deal, a false claim, a convenient spiritual-sounding 
excuse — we are repeating Jacob's most dangerous sin. 

2. Trust Your Discernment Even When the Evidence Contradicts It: Isaac's inner voice 
said, 'This is Jacob.' Everything else said, 'This is Esau.' He overruled his discernment because 
his senses told him something more convenient. Learn to trust the quiet inner warning even 
when external evidence seems to contradict it. 

3. You Cannot Permanently Falsify Your Identity: Jacob could cover his skin, but he could 
not change his voice. Eventually, every false identity cracks. The smell of someone else's 
clothes is temporary. Sooner or later, the voice comes out. Build your life on the truth of who 
God actually made you to be. 

HOW THIS RELATES TO TODAY 

The exchange between Jacob and Isaac is one of the most uncomfortable scenes in the Bible 
precisely because we have all been in that room in some form. We have all used the 'right words' to 
create the 'right impression,' while deep inside knowing that the voice doesn't match the costume. 

The blessing Isaac speaks is extraordinary — and Jacob genuinely deserves it according to God's 
word. But the way he obtains it will haunt him for twenty years. He will flee his home, be deceived 
by Laban, and have his own sons deceive him with a goat's blood-stained coat. You reap what you 
sow — even when what you sow secures a real blessing. 

Key Lesson: Obtaining a genuine blessing through dishonest means does not cancel the 
blessing, but it guarantees a painful harvest; what we sow in deception we will reap in the tears 
of those who come after us. 

Genesis 27:30–40 

(30) After Isaac finished blessing him, and Jacob had scarcely left his father's presence, his 
brother Esau came in from hunting. (31) He too prepared some tasty food and brought it to 
his father. Then he said to his father, 'My father, please sit up and eat some of my game, so 
that you may give me your blessing.' (32) His father Isaac asked him, 'Who are you?' 'I am 
your son,' he answered, 'your firstborn, Esau.' (33) Isaac trembled violently and said, 'Who 
was it, then, that hunted game and brought it to me? I ate it just before you came and I 
blessed him—and indeed he will be blessed!' (34) When Esau heard his father's words, he 
burst out with a loud and bitter cry and said to his father, 'Bless me—me too, my father!' 
(35) But he said, 'Your brother came deceitfully and took your blessing.' (36) Esau said, 
'Isn't he rightly named Jacob? This is the second time he has deceived me: He took my 
birthright, and now he's taken my blessing!' Then he asked, 'Haven't you reserved any 
blessing for me?' (37) Isaac answered Esau, 'I have made him lord over you and have made 
all his relatives his servants, and I have sustained him with grain and new wine. So what 
can I possibly do for you, my son?' (38) Esau said to his father, 'Do you have only one 
blessing, my father? Bless me too, my father!' Then Esau wept aloud. (39) His father Isaac 
answered him, 'Your dwelling will be away from the earth's richness, away from the dew 
of heaven above. (40) You will live by the sword and you will serve your brother. But when 
you grow restless, you will throw his yoke from off your neck.' 



The Context: 

This is one of the most heartbreaking scenes in the entire book of Genesis. Esau arrives home full of 
hope — he has done everything his father asked, he is the firstborn, the favorite, the hunter — and 
he walks into the aftermath of a disaster he didn't see coming. Isaac shakes so violently with shock 
that the Hebrew word suggests a near-collapse. Esau lets out a scream described as loud and bitter. 
His wail is not just about a stolen meal — it is the sound of a man realizing that a lifetime of 
carelessness about sacred things has finally come due. Yet even here, Isaac recognizes the 
irreversibility of the blessing. 'He will be blessed' — not 'he stole the blessing.' God's word, even 
when obtained through deception, stands. 

Plain American English: 

"Jacob had barely walked out the door when Esau came in from hunting with his cooked 
game. He went to his father and said, 'Sit up and eat, Dad — so you can give me your 
blessing.' Isaac said, 'Who are you?' Esau said, 'It's me, Esau, your firstborn.' Isaac started 
shaking — shaking badly. He said, 'Then who was just here?! Someone brought me game, I 
ate it, and I blessed him — and that blessing stands!' When Esau realized what had 
happened, he let out a loud, gut-wrenching cry: 'Bless me too, Father! Please!' Isaac said, 
'Your brother tricked me and took your blessing.' Esau shot back, 'Of course — his name is 
Jacob, the deceiver! This is the second time he's taken from me. First my birthright, now my 
blessing. Is there anything left for me?' Isaac said, 'I've already made him your master and 
given him everything. What's left for you?' Esau wept out loud: 'Don't you have even one 
blessing for me?' So Isaac gave him a secondary word: 'Your home will be far from rich land 
and far from heaven's rain. You will live by fighting and you will serve your brother. But 
someday you will break free from his control.'" 

KEY OBSERVATIONS 

"Isaac trembled violently": This signifies The Shock of Irreversibility. Isaac's shaking is not 
just emotional — it is the trembling of a man who realizes he has almost defied God's 
sovereign decree, only to have God ensure His own word was carried out in spite of him. The 
Hebrew word (haredah gedolah) describes extreme, near-violent shaking. It is the fear of a 
man who glimpsed the sovereignty of God at work right in front of him. 

"He will be blessed": This signifies The Permanence of the Spoken Covenant. In the ancient 
world, a patriarchal blessing was a legally and spiritually binding covenant declaration — it 
could not be recalled. Isaac does not say, 'The blessing was stolen.' He says, 'He will be 
blessed.' Even knowing the deception, he recognizes that what has happened is beyond his 
ability to undo. 

"Isn't he rightly named Jacob": This signifies The Weight of a Name. Jacob means 'he grabs 
the heel' or 'supplanter' — a schemer, a tripper. Esau is saying, 'He has always been this way.' 
But this is also the moment where Esau must confront his own role. He sold his birthright 
cheaply. He was careless with the sacred. He cannot blame Jacob entirely for a crisis that his 
own indifference helped create. 

"Esau wept aloud": This signifies Sorrow Without Repentance. Hebrews 12:17 tells us that 
Esau found no place of repentance, though he sought the blessing with tears. His grief was 
real, but it was the sorrow of a man who wanted the result without ever wanting the 
responsibility. He mourned what he lost — not who he had become. 

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR US TODAY 

1. Some Things Cannot Be Undone: Isaac's shaking is a reminder that some decisions — once 
made, once spoken, once enacted — cannot be reversed. This is not cruelty; it is the nature of 
covenants and of time. Every day you live, you are making choices that are writing the story of 
your life. Some chapters cannot be rewritten. 



2. Weeping Over Consequences Is Not the Same as Repentance: Esau cried — loudly and 
bitterly. But his tears were for the blessing, not for his character. He wanted relief from the 
consequences of his carelessness, but he showed no desire to change the carelessness itself. 
Ask yourself honestly: Are your tears about who you have become, or about what you have 
lost? 

3. You Cannot Blame Others for the Cumulative Consequences of Your Own Choices: 
Esau blamed Jacob. But Esau sold his birthright first. He had established a pattern of trading 
the eternal for the immediate long before this chapter. Jacob's deception was wrong. But 
Esau's losses trace back to his own long-established disregard for sacred things. 

HOW THIS RELATES TO TODAY 

Esau's cry echoes across centuries because we have all heard it — and many of us have made it. It is 
the cry of someone who discovers, too late, that the things they treated as negotiable were not 
negotiable at all. The blessing. The birthright. The faith. The family legacy. The sacred trust. 

We live in a culture that tells you everything can be reset, refunded, and recovered. Esau's story tells 
us something different: not every door, once closed, opens again. This is not a word of despair — it 
is a word of urgency. Honor the sacred things in your life today. Don't wait until someone else has 
taken them — or until you have traded them away yourself — to discover their worth. 

Key Lesson: The sorrow that comes from treating sacred things carelessly is real and deep, 
but tears alone cannot recover what carelessness has forfeited; true transformation requires 
not just mourning our losses but repenting of the attitudes that created them. 

Genesis 27:41–46 

(41) Esau held a grudge against Jacob because of the blessing his father had given him. He 
said to himself, 'The days of mourning for my father are near; then I will kill my brother 
Jacob.' (42) When Rebekah was told what her older son Esau had said, she sent for her 
younger son Jacob and said to him, 'Your brother Esau is consoling himself with the 
thought of killing you. (43) Now then, my son, do what I say: Flee at once to my brother 
Laban in Harran. (44) Stay with him for a while until your brother's fury subsides. (45) 
When your brother is no longer angry with you and forgets what you did to him, I'll send 
word for you to come back from there. Why should I lose both of you in one day?' (46) Then 
Rebekah said to Isaac, 'I'm disgusted with living because of these Hittite women. If Jacob 
also marries a Hittite woman, such as these, from the women of the land, what good will 
my life be to me?' 

The Context: 

The chapter closes in the long shadow of consequences. Esau has murder in his heart. Jacob must 
flee for his life. Rebekah, who engineered the deception, now has to engineer an escape — and in 
doing so, she sends away the very son she tried to bless. Her plan to send Jacob away 'for a while' 
becomes twenty years. She never sees him again. The closing note is a heartbreaking irony: the 
woman who started this by overhearing her husband's plan now uses Esau's Hittite wives as a cover 
story to get Jacob safely away, without revealing to Isaac that his beloved Esau wants to commit 
murder. Every layer of the deception requires one more layer of misdirection. 

Plain American English: 

"Esau was burning with hatred for Jacob over the stolen blessing. He thought to himself, 'My 
father's going to die soon. The minute the mourning period is over, I'm going to kill Jacob.' 
Word got back to Rebekah about what Esau was planning. She called Jacob in and said, 
'Listen — your brother is planning to murder you. Here's what you need to do: get out of 
here right now. Go to my brother Laban in Harran. Stay there until Esau cools down. Once 
he's calmed down and forgotten what you did, I'll call you back home. I'm not about to lose 



both my sons on the same day.' Then Rebekah went to Isaac and said, 'I cannot stand these 
Hittite women Esau married. If Jacob ends up marrying a woman like that from around 
here, my life won't be worth living.'" 

KEY OBSERVATIONS 

"Esau held a grudge": This signifies How Unresolved Bitterness Becomes a Death Wish. The 
Hebrew word for grudge here is related to the word for a 'smoldering fire.' Esau's grief did not 
grieve him toward repentance — it hardened him toward revenge. Unresolved bitterness is 
always a fire looking for something to burn. 

"I will kill my brother Jacob": This signifies The Generational Pattern of Fratricide. The first 
murder in the Bible was Cain killing Abel (Genesis 4). Now Esau plans to kill Jacob. The 
pattern is the same: a rejected offering, a privileged brother, and a heart that responds with 
homicidal rage rather than self-examination. The solution for Cain and Esau was the same: 
look inward, not outward. 

"Stay with him for a while": This signifies The Cost of Deception to the Deceiver. Rebekah's 'a 
while' became a permanent separation. She never saw Jacob again. The mother who was 
willing to take the curse upon herself to secure Jacob's blessing ended up bearing the heaviest 
curse of all: the loss of her son. Our schemes protect us from nothing and cost us everything. 

"I'm disgusted with living because of these Hittite women": This signifies Manipulation 
Layered on Manipulation. Rebekah could not tell Isaac the real reason Jacob needed to leave 
— 'Your favorite son wants to murder mine.' So she uses a half-true complaint (the Hittite 
wives) to achieve her real goal (protecting Jacob). This is the nature of a life built on 
deception: every exit requires a new lie. 

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR US TODAY 

1. Deal With Bitterness Before It Becomes a Plan: Esau did not act on his murderous 
impulse immediately — he waited. But he nursed the grudge privately rather than releasing it. 
Unexpressed, unresolved bitterness is a plan in slow motion. The longer it is left unaddressed, 
the more elaborate and destructive it becomes. 

2. The Consequences of Deception Always Exceed Its Benefits: Rebekah got Jacob the 
blessing. She also got: a husband deceived, a son who became a murderer in his heart, a family 
shattered, and a permanent goodbye to the child she loved most. You cannot calculate the true 
cost of a deception at the moment you commit it. The bill always comes due later — and it is 
always larger than expected. 

3. Your Manipulation Will Eventually Isolate You: Rebekah ends this chapter alone. Her 
husband doesn't know the truth. Her favorite son is running for his life. Her other son wants 
to commit murder. She is surrounded by the collateral damage of her own schemes. A life of 
manipulation is ultimately a life of profound loneliness. 

HOW THIS RELATES TO TODAY 

Rebekah's story ends here in Genesis 27 as a quiet tragedy. We never hear her speak again after this 
chapter. The last image we have of the woman who received God's prophetic word about her two 
sons is of a mother watching her beloved child disappear over the horizon — the direct result of the 
very plan she set in motion to bless him. 

There is a fierce warning in this for every person who believes the end justifies the means. Rebekah 
believed she was serving God's will. She may have been right about the destination — Jacob was 
God's chosen. But she was catastrophically wrong about the method. And the method cost her 
everything she was trying to protect. 



Key Lesson: When we take God's sovereign plans into our own hands through deception, we 
may achieve the outcome we wanted while destroying the relationships we needed; the 
greatest cost of manipulation is not what it does to others, but what it does to us. 

 

 

Closing Prayer 

Heavenly Father, 

As we close Genesis chapter 27, we are struck by the weight of what we have read. We have seen a 
family fractured by favoritism, deception, and the desperate human desire to secure what we 
believe is ours. Lord, forgive us for the times we have done the same. 

Forgive us for the moments we have used Your name to cover our schemes, dressed ourselves in 
someone else's identity to gain favor, or wept over our losses without truly repenting of the 
attitudes that caused them. Forgive us for the times we chose manipulation over trust, and for the 
generations that have suffered because of our shortcuts. 

Lord, teach us to honor the sacred things in our lives before they are lost. Help us to trust that You 
do not need our deception to fulfill Your promises. You are sovereign over every broken family, 
every stolen blessing, every bitter farewell. Not one word You have spoken will fall to the ground. 

Father, heal the families reading these words who are living in a 'Genesis 27' moment right now — 
where deception has fractured trust, where bitterness has taken root, where a prodigal has fled 
and a parent weeps in an empty house. You are the God who restores. You brought Jacob home. 
You can bring ours home too. 

In Jesus' name we pray, Amen. 

 

 



Soli Deo Gloria 

Glory to God Alone 


