
Introduction to Daniel Chapter 10 

Three Weeks of Mourning and the War Behind the War: The Vision by the 
Tigris 

Daniel chapter 10 is the doorway into the longest and most detailed prophetic vision in 
the entire book — the vision that will occupy chapters 10 through 12 as a single continuous 
unit. But before a single word of that vision is recorded, the chapter does something the 
rest of the book has not done with this much detail: it shows us what it costs the prophet 
to receive it. Three weeks of mourning. Three weeks of refusing rich food and wine and 
any anointing. Three weeks of prayer that, we will discover, was being contested in realms 
Daniel could not see. Chapter 10 is the chapter that pulls back the curtain on the cost of 
revelation and on the spiritual architecture behind the political history that chapters 11 
and 12 are about to unfold. 

Daniel is now an old man. The vision comes in the third year of Cyrus king of Persia — 
which places it roughly two years after the events of chapter 9, and likely after at least 
some of the Jewish exiles have begun returning to Jerusalem under Cyrus's decree 
(recorded in Ezra 1). Daniel himself, it seems, has remained in Babylon — by this point he 
would be in his eighties, having served in the Babylonian and now the Persian court 
continuously since his deportation as a young man under Nebuchadnezzar. The vision 
comes to a man whose entire life has been lived inside the empires that chapters 2, 7, and 
8 have already described in symbolic form. Now, in chapters 10-12, the symbols will fall 
away, and Daniel will be given the most direct historical preview in the entire Old 
Testament — but not before he is taken, by means of this chapter, into the unseen realm 
where the history is actually being contested. 

The structure of the chapter moves through three movements. First, the setting: Daniel's 
three weeks of mourning, the reason for which is not stated but which the chapter's 
conclusion will illuminate. Second, the vision itself: a figure of overwhelming, almost 
unbearable glory appears to Daniel by the bank of the Tigris — a vision so intense that 
Daniel's companions flee without seeing it, and Daniel himself collapses into a deep sleep, 
his strength completely gone. Third, the explanation: an angelic messenger touches 
Daniel, strengthens him repeatedly, and reveals what has been happening in the spiritual 
realm during the three weeks of Daniel's prayer — a battle against the prince of Persia, 
the promise of Michael's help, and the angel's stated intention to return to the fight and 
then to reveal to Daniel what is written in the book of truth. 

What chapter 10 establishes — more clearly than any other chapter in Daniel, and perhaps 
more clearly than any other chapter in the Old Testament — is that the visible history of 
empires (Babylon, Persia, Greece, the kingdoms that chapters 11-12 will trace in such 
remarkable detail) is not the whole story, or even the primary story. Behind the visible 
succession of kings and kingdoms, there is a contest — a contest in which angelic beings 
representing the kingdoms of this world resist the purposes of God, in which the answer 
to a single prayer can be delayed three weeks by that resistance, and in which the outcome 
is never genuinely in doubt but is nonetheless genuinely contested. Daniel's prayer was 



heard from the first day. And it took twenty-one days, and the intervention of Michael, 
for the answer to arrive. The chapter is the Bible's most extended meditation on what 
happens between the praying and the answering. 

 

Opening Prayer 

Heavenly Father, 

We come to Daniel chapter 10 aware that we are being shown something 
we do not normally get to see: the architecture behind the answer to 
prayer, the contest that takes place in realms we cannot perceive, the cost 
that revelation exacts from the person who receives it. We come as people 
who have prayed and waited — who know what it is to ask and not yet see, 
to seek and not yet find, to knock on a door that has not yet opened — and 
we ask for what this chapter offers: not an explanation that satisfies every 
question, but the assurance that the delay is not the absence of an answer. 

Give us Daniel's posture in the three weeks of mourning — the seriousness, 
the self-denial, the sustained attention that genuine seeking requires. And 
give us what Daniel receives in the vision: the touch that strengthens, the 
word that says do not be afraid, the assurance that we are precious in Your 
sight even when we have been reduced, by the weight of what we have seen 
or sought, to a strengthless heap on the ground. 

Let us see, in this chapter, the God who hears from the first day — even 
when the answer takes three weeks, even when the answer requires a war 
we cannot see, even when the messenger who finally arrives tells us that 
the war is not over and that he must go back to it. Strengthen us as Daniel 
was strengthened — touched, and told to stand up, and given the strength 
to stand. In Jesus' name, Amen. 

 

Daniel 10:1–3 

Three Weeks of Mourning: The Setting Behind the Vision 

(1) In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia, a revelation was given to Daniel 
 (who was called Belteshazzar). Its message was true and it concerned a great 
war. 
 The understanding of the message came to him in a vision. 
 (2) At that time I, Daniel, mourned for three weeks. 
 (3) I ate no choice food; no meat or wine touched my lips; 
 and I used no lotions at all until the three weeks were over. 

THE CONTEXT 



The opening verse situates the vision precisely: the third year of Cyrus king of Persia. This 
places the vision around 536-535 BC, roughly two years after Daniel's prayer of confession 
and Gabriel's announcement of the seventy weeks in chapter 9, and likely a year or so 
after the first wave of exiles had departed for Jerusalem under Cyrus's decree of 538 BC. 
Daniel himself appears to have remained in Babylon — perhaps because of his age, 
perhaps because his role in the Persian administration continued to be needed, perhaps 
for reasons the text does not specify. The vision comes to a man near the end of a life that 
has spanned the entire Babylonian exile and now extends into the Persian period — a man 
who has outlasted the empire that took him captive and is now living to see the empire 
that succeeded it. 

The narrator's description of the vision before it is even recounted is unusual and 
significant: its message was true, and it concerned a great war. The truth of the message 
is emphasized — this is not speculation or symbol awaiting interpretation in the way that 
Nebuchadnezzar's dreams or even Daniel's own visions of the beasts required 
interpretation. What follows in chapters 11-12 will be remarkably direct historical 
description. And the great war — the conflict that the message concerns — operates on at 
least two levels that the chapter will gradually reveal: the visible wars of the kingdoms 
that chapter 11 will trace in detail, and the invisible war between the angelic prince of 
Persia and the messenger sent to Daniel, which chapter 10 itself will describe. 

The three weeks of mourning are described with specific detail: no choice food, no meat 
or wine, no anointing with oil. This is not the fast of chapter 1, where Daniel and his 
companions abstained from the king's food on principle from the outset of their captivity. 
This is a deliberate, time-bound, intensified period of self-denial — the kind of mourning 
practice associated elsewhere in Scripture with urgent intercession, grief, or the seeking 
of a word from God during a time of crisis. The text does not tell us, at this point, what 
occasioned the mourning. We are left, like the original readers, to wait — and the waiting 
that we experience as readers mirrors, in miniature, the waiting that Daniel himself was 
doing during those three weeks, not knowing that his prayer had been heard on the first 
day. 

PLAIN AMERICAN ENGLISH 

In the third year of the reign of Cyrus king of Persia, a message was given to 
Daniel — also known as Belteshazzar. The message was true, and it was about a 
great conflict. Daniel understood the message, which came to him in a vision. At 
that time, I, Daniel, spent three weeks in mourning. I didn't eat any rich food, no 
meat or wine passed my lips, and I didn't use any oil or lotion at all until the three 
weeks were over. 

KEY OBSERVATIONS 

"Its message was true, and it concerned a great war": This signifies The Vision 
That Follows Is Not Symbolic but Historically Direct — and the War It 
Describes Operates on Both a Visible and an Invisible Level. 

The narrator's front-loaded description of the vision — true, and concerning a great war 
— is a signal to the reader about what kind of revelation is coming. Earlier visions in 
Daniel required interpretation: the four beasts of chapter 7, the ram and the goat of 



chapter 8, all needed an angelic interpreter to unpack their symbolic meaning. The vision 
that begins in chapter 11 will be remarkably different — a direct, sequential, historically 
verifiable description of the conflicts between the kingdoms that will dominate the 
centuries following Daniel's life. But the great war is also, as chapter 10 itself will reveal 
before chapter 11 even begins, a war being fought in a realm that is not visible at all — a 
war between the angelic messenger and the prince of the kingdom of Persia. The great 
war of verse 1 is therefore both the visible history of empires and the invisible contest that 
underlies it. Neither level can be properly understood without the other. 

"I, Daniel, mourned for three weeks": This signifies The Mourning Precedes 
the Vision and, as the Chapter Will Reveal, Was Itself Part of a Contest Whose 
Outcome Daniel Could Not See While It Was Happening. 

The three weeks of mourning are presented at the chapter's opening without explanation 
— and the explanation, when it comes in verses 12-13, will recontextualize everything the 
reader has just read. Daniel was mourning, we will learn, in connection with a prayer that 
was heard from the first day he set his mind to gain understanding and humbled himself 
before God. The mourning was not preparation for a vision that was yet to come; it was 
the context of a prayer whose answer was already in motion, already being carried toward 
Daniel, already being contested — and Daniel knew none of this. For three weeks, Daniel 
mourned and prayed, with no indication that anything was happening in response. This 
is the experience of every person who has prayed earnestly and waited without any sign 
that the prayer has been heard — and the chapter's structure, withholding the explanation 
until later, recreates that experience for the reader. 

"No choice food, no meat or wine, no lotions — until the three weeks were 
over": This signifies The Specificity and Duration of the Self-Denial Mark This 
as an Intensified, Deliberate Period of Seeking Set Apart from Ordinary Life. 

The specificity of the abstentions — choice food, meat, wine, anointing oil — describes a 
comprehensive withdrawal from the pleasures and comforts of ordinary life, sustained for 
a fixed and substantial period: three full weeks. This is not the routine dietary discipline 
of chapter 1, maintained as an ongoing pattern of faithfulness in a foreign court. It is a 
season — bounded, intense, and oriented toward a specific purpose that the text has not 
yet disclosed. The anointing with oil in particular was, in the ancient Near East, associated 
with the ordinary maintenance of personal appearance and with festive or celebratory 
occasions; its absence here signals that Daniel has set aside everything associated with 
the normal rhythms of comfort and celebration for the duration of his seeking. The until 
the three weeks were over marks this as a season with a defined beginning and end — not 
a permanent posture but a specific, time-bound intensification of seeking. 

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR US TODAY 

1. Recognize That Sustained Seeking May Precede Any Visible Sign That the 
Seeking Has Been Heard: Daniel's three weeks of mourning, prayer, and self-denial 
took place with no indication — from his side of the experience — that anything was 
happening. The chapter's later revelation that the prayer was heard from the first day, 
while the answer was delayed by twenty-one days of contested struggle, is the most 
important reframing available to anyone in a season of sustained, apparently unanswered 
seeking. The absence of a visible response during the period of seeking is not evidence 



that the seeking has gone unheard. It may be evidence that the answer is already in motion 
and is encountering resistance that the one praying cannot see and has no way to measure. 
Continue the seeking. The timeline of the answer is not always the timeline of the hearing. 

2. Set Apart Seasons of Intensified Seeking, Bounded and Purposeful, 
Distinct from the Ordinary Rhythms of Life: The three-week, time-bound nature 
of Daniel's mourning is a model for the seasons of intensified prayer and self-denial that 
genuine spiritual seeking sometimes requires — distinct from, though built on the 
foundation of, the ongoing daily disciplines of faithfulness. Not every season of life calls 
for this kind of intensification. But there are seasons — of crisis, of decision, of urgent 
need for understanding — that call for the setting aside of the comforts and pleasures of 
ordinary life for a defined period, in order to give undivided attention to the seeking that 
the season requires. Daniel's example is not a perpetual practice but a calibrated response 
to a particular moment. Recognize when such a moment has arrived, and respond to it 
with the same seriousness Daniel brought to his three weeks. 

3. Hold the Visible and Invisible Dimensions of Conflict Together When 
Interpreting the Difficulties of Life: The great war of verse 1 operates on two levels 
— the visible history of nations and the invisible contest of spiritual powers — and the 
chapter's structure insists that both levels are real and that neither can be fully understood 
without the other. The believer who interprets difficulty only in visible, circumstantial 
terms — only as bad luck, poor decisions, or unfavorable circumstances — has missed half 
of what Daniel 10 reveals about the nature of reality. And the believer who interprets every 
difficulty only in terms of invisible spiritual conflict, without attention to the visible 
circumstances and decisions involved, has also missed half of it. The chapter holds both 
together: the visible kingdoms of chapters 11-12 are real, and the invisible contest of 
chapter 10 is equally real, and both are operating simultaneously in the history that Daniel 
is being shown. 

HOW THIS RELATES TO TODAY 

The placement of the three weeks of mourning before any explanation is given is one of 
the most pastorally significant structural choices in the book of Daniel — because it 
recreates, for the reader, the experience of the person who is in the middle of an 
unanswered prayer. We read verses 2-3 not knowing what Daniel was praying for or 
whether it would be answered, just as Daniel himself, during those three weeks, did not 
know that his prayer had been heard on the first day or that an angelic messenger was 
already traveling toward him through a contested spiritual landscape. The chapter does 
not resolve this tension quickly — readers must continue through the overwhelming 
vision of verses 4-9 before the explanation arrives in verses 10-14. This delay is not 
incidental. It is the chapter teaching its readers, through its own structure, what it feels 
like to wait for an answer whose arrival is already underway but not yet visible. 

The note that the vision's message was true and concerned a great war also sets the tone 
for everything that follows in chapters 10-12 — a tone of sobriety rather than speculative 
curiosity. The great war is not presented as an occasion for elaborate theorizing about the 
end times, but as the truthful disclosure of a conflict that is genuinely underway, 
genuinely costly, and genuinely consequential — both for the nations whose history 
chapter 11 will trace and for the prophet whose three weeks of seeking chapter 10 has just 



described. The contemporary reader who approaches Daniel 10-12 should carry this same 
sobriety: not the excitement of decoding a puzzle, but the seriousness appropriate to true 
messages about great wars, received by a man who paid for the privilege of receiving them 
with three weeks of mourning. 

Key Lesson: The three weeks of mourning, recorded without explanation at the 
chapter's opening, will turn out to have been the visible portion of an invisible 
contest already underway — and the structure of the chapter, which withholds 
this explanation until later, teaches every reader what Daniel himself did not 
know while he was praying: that the answer can already be in motion, contested 
and delayed, while the one praying experiences only the silence of the waiting. 

 

Daniel 10:4–9 

The Man by the River: A Vision So Great That Strength Failed 

(4) On the twenty-fourth day of the first month, as I was standing on the bank 
 of the great river, the Tigris, 
 (5) I looked up and there before me was a man dressed in linen, 
 with a belt of fine gold around his waist. 
 (6) His body was like topaz, his face like lightning, 
 his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and legs like the gleam of burnished 
bronze, 
 and his voice like the sound of a multitude. 
 (7) I, Daniel, was the only one who saw the vision; 
 the men with me did not see it, but such terror overwhelmed them 
 that they fled and hid themselves. 
 (8) So I was left alone, gazing at this great vision; 
 I had no strength left, my face turned deathly pale 
 and I was helpless. 
 (9) Then I heard him speaking, and as I listened to him, 
 I fell into a deep sleep, my face to the ground. 

THE CONTEXT 

The date given in verse 4 — the twenty-fourth day of the first month — places the vision 
exactly at the end of the three weeks of mourning, which would have begun on the third 
day of the month (the first month of the Jewish calendar being Nisan, in spring). The 
timing confirms that the vision is the culmination of the mourning period, arriving 
precisely as it concludes. Daniel is standing on the bank of the great river, the Tigris — 
one of the two great rivers of Mesopotamia, and a location distinct from the Ulai of 
chapter 8's vision and the Kebar associated with Ezekiel's visions, but consistent with the 
pattern of significant revelations occurring near major bodies of water in the exilic 
prophetic literature. 

The description of the figure that appears is among the most overwhelming in all of 
Scripture — and its language deliberately echoes and anticipates other great theophanic 



and angelophanic descriptions across the canon. A man dressed in linen with a belt of fine 
gold; a body like topaz; a face like lightning; eyes like flaming torches; arms and legs like 
burnished bronze; a voice like the sound of a multitude. Every element of the description 
exceeds ordinary human description — this is not a man in the sense of an ordinary 
human being, but a being of overwhelming, almost unbearable glory whose form is 
described using the language of precious materials, fire, and light. The similarities to 
Ezekiel's visions of divine glory (Ezekiel 1, 9-10) and to John's vision of the glorified Christ 
in Revelation 1:13-16 — where almost identical language is used — have led many readers 
across the centuries to wonder whether this figure is the pre-incarnate Christ, an 
exceptionally glorious angel (perhaps Gabriel, who appeared to Daniel in chapters 8 and 
9), or a being whose identity the text intentionally leaves open. What is not left open is 
the effect of the vision on everyone present. 

The response of Daniel's companions and of Daniel himself is described with careful 
gradation. The men with him do not see the vision at all, but they are overwhelmed with 
terror and flee to hide themselves — the presence of the glorious figure is felt even by 
those who do not perceive it directly. Daniel, who does see it, is left alone, gazing — and 
the gazing produces a complete collapse: no strength left, face deathly pale, utterly 
helpless. And then, as the figure begins to speak, Daniel falls into a deep sleep, face to the 
ground — the final stage of a progression from standing, to gazing, to collapse, to 
unconsciousness. The vision that was given as an answer to three weeks of prayer arrives 
in a form that the one praying cannot, in his own strength, even remain conscious to 
receive. 

PLAIN AMERICAN ENGLISH 

On the twenty-fourth day of the first month, I was standing on the bank of the 
great river, the Tigris. I looked up, and there in front of me was a man dressed in 
linen, with a belt made of fine gold around his waist. His body looked like topaz, 
his face like lightning, his eyes like blazing torches, his arms and legs like polished 
bronze, and his voice sounded like the roar of a huge crowd. I was the only one 
who saw this vision — the men with me didn't see it, but they were so 
overwhelmed with terror that they ran and hid themselves. So I was left alone, 
staring at this overwhelming vision. All my strength drained away, my face went 
pale as death, and I was completely helpless. Then I heard him start to speak, and 
as I listened, I fell into a deep sleep, face down on the ground. 

KEY OBSERVATIONS 

"His body was like topaz, his face like lightning, his eyes like flaming 
torches": This signifies The Description Exceeds Ordinary Human Categories 
— This Is a Being Whose Glory Cannot Be Captured Except Through the 
Language of Fire, Light, and Precious Material. 

The cascading description of the figure — topaz, lightning, flaming torches, burnished 
bronze, the sound of a multitude — is the language of overwhelming glory pressed to its 
limits. Each comparison reaches for something in the created world that might convey a 
hint of what is being described, and each comparison falls short in the same way that 
every human attempt to describe an encounter with overwhelming divine or angelic glory 
falls short throughout Scripture. The echoes of this description in Ezekiel's visions of the 



glory of the Lord and in John's vision of the risen and glorified Christ in Revelation are 
not incidental — they place Daniel's encounter within the same category of experience as 
the most overwhelming theophanic encounters in the biblical canon, regardless of the 
precise identity of the figure. What the description communicates, above all, is that Daniel 
has encountered something of a category entirely different from the angelic messengers 
(Gabriel) who appeared to him in chapters 8 and 9, however glorious those appearances 
may also have been. 

"The men with me did not see it, but such terror overwhelmed them that they 
fled and hid themselves": This signifies The Presence of Overwhelming Glory 
Can Be Felt Even by Those Who Do Not Perceive Its Source — Terror Without 
Vision Is Still Terror. 

The detail that Daniel's companions did not see the vision but were nonetheless 
overwhelmed with terror is one of the most striking observations in the passage. They flee 
from something they did not see. This suggests that the presence of the figure created an 
atmosphere — a tangible sense of overwhelming dread — that was perceptible even to 
those who lacked the capacity (or the calling) to perceive its source directly. The 
companions' terror without vision is a sobering reminder that the reality of spiritual 
presence is not dependent on a person's capacity to perceive it directly; its effects can be 
felt by people who have no idea what is causing them. Daniel alone is given to see. His 
companions are given only to feel — and what they feel sends them running. 

"I had no strength left, my face turned deathly pale, and I was helpless": This 
signifies The Vision Given in Answer to Prayer Arrives in a Form That the One 
Who Prayed Cannot Receive Without Being Completely Undone. 

The progression of Daniel's collapse — no strength, deathly pallor, helplessness, and 
finally unconsciousness — is described with a thoroughness that emphasizes the totality 
of the experience. This is not a moment of awe that Daniel processes while remaining 
composed. It is a complete physical and psychological undoing. The man who has stood 
before kings, who interpreted dreams that terrified emperors, who survived a night in a 
den of lions — this man, confronted with the glory of the figure by the Tigris, has nothing 
left. The vision that was the answer to his prayer is, in its initial impact, more than he can 
bear. This is not a flaw in Daniel's faith or character. It is the consistent biblical testimony 
about what happens to human beings — even the most faithful — when they encounter 
overwhelming glory directly and without mediation. 

"As I listened to him, I fell into a deep sleep, my face to the ground": This 
signifies Even the Beginning of the Figure's Speech Is More Than Daniel Can 
Receive While Conscious — the Strengthening That Follows Must Come 
Before the Message Can Be Heard. 

The detail that Daniel falls into a deep sleep as he listens to the figure speaking — rather 
than before the speech begins — indicates that even the sound of the voice, the voice like 
the sound of a multitude, is itself part of what overwhelms him. The content of what is 
being said is not yet recorded; Daniel loses consciousness in the process of trying to 
receive it. This sets up the necessity of everything that follows in verses 10-19: before 
Daniel can actually hear and understand the message that has been sent to him, he must 
first be touched, raised, and strengthened — not once, but multiple times. The message 



cannot simply be delivered into Daniel's existing capacity. His capacity itself must first be 
restored, step by step, by the one who has been sent to restore it. 

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR US TODAY 

1. Expect That Genuine Encounters with the Glory of God May Overwhelm 
Rather Than Simply Inform: Daniel's collapse before the glorious figure is a 
corrective to any expectation that growth in faith or maturity in ministry produces an 
increasing capacity to handle the presence of God casually. The opposite may be true: the 
deeper and more genuine the encounter, the more thoroughly it may undo the person who 
receives it — regardless of how spiritually mature or experienced they are. Daniel, near 
the end of a lifetime of faithfulness and an entire career of receiving visions and 
interpreting dreams, is reduced to a strengthless heap on the ground. If this is Daniel's 
experience, the contemporary believer should not expect spiritual maturity to produce 
immunity to being overwhelmed by genuine encounters with the holy. The appropriate 
response to such an encounter is not composure but the honest collapse that Daniel 
models — followed by the strengthening that, as the next section shows, is always offered. 

2. Recognize That Others May Sense Spiritual Realities Without Perceiving 
Them Directly, and Respond Accordingly to Their Fear: The terror of Daniel's 
companions — who did not see the vision but fled from its presence anyway — is a 
reminder that people around us may sense that something significant or unsettling is 
happening in a spiritual sense without being able to name or perceive what it is. Their fear 
is real even though their perception is partial. This calls for sensitivity: the person to 
whom a vision or a clear sense of spiritual reality has been given should not assume that 
those around them, who sense only the unsettling atmosphere without the clarifying 
vision, are overreacting or imagining things. Their fear, though based on incomplete 
perception, may be tracking something genuinely real. 

3. Receive the Truth That the Message Cannot Be Delivered Until the Capacity 
to Receive It Has Been Restored: Daniel's collapse before the message is even spoken 
establishes a pattern that runs through the rest of the chapter: before revelation can be 
received, the receiver's capacity must often be restored — sometimes more than once. This 
is true not only of overwhelming visions but of the ordinary reception of difficult truths, 
painful insights, or significant calling. Sometimes a person is simply not yet able to hear 
what is being said to them, not because the message is unclear but because they have not 
yet been strengthened to the point where they can receive it. The strengthening is not a 
delay in the message. It is part of the message's delivery. 

HOW THIS RELATES TO TODAY 

The description of the glorious figure by the Tigris, with its echoes in Ezekiel and its 
anticipations in Revelation, places Daniel 10 within a small company of the most 
overwhelming visionary encounters in the entire Bible — and its placement at the 
threshold of the longest and most detailed prophecy in the book is significant. Before 
Daniel can receive the remarkably direct, almost journalistic account of coming history 
that chapters 11-12 will provide, he must first pass through an encounter that strips away 
every vestige of his own composure, competence, and self-sufficiency. The detailed 
historical knowledge that follows is not given to a man in full possession of himself. It is 



given to a man who has been, quite literally, flattened — and who will need to be raised 
up, multiple times, before he can stand to receive it. 

The terrified flight of Daniel's companions is also worth sitting with as a picture of the 
way that genuine spiritual reality often registers in communities: unevenly, and often 
more as atmosphere than as content. Some perceive directly. Others sense only that 
something is happening, and respond with fear they cannot fully explain. The 
contemporary community of faith that includes people at very different points of spiritual 
perception — some receiving clear vision, others sensing only an unsettling atmosphere 
and fleeing from it — is not experiencing a failure of unity. It may simply be experiencing, 
in miniature, the same scene that played out on the bank of the Tigris: one man left alone, 
gazing, while others ran to hide from something they could feel but not see. 

Key Lesson: The vision that comes as the answer to three weeks of prayer 
arrives in a form so overwhelming that it strips Daniel of all strength, leaves his 
companions fleeing from a terror they cannot even perceive directly, and reduces 
the prophet to unconsciousness before a single word of the message can be 
received — establishing that the capacity to receive revelation is itself something 
that must be given, restored, and strengthened, and cannot simply be assumed 
even in the most faithful of God's servants. 

 

Daniel 10:10–21 

Touched, Strengthened, and Told of the War: The Prince of 
Persia and the Help of Michael 

(10) A hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees. 
 (11) He said, 'Daniel, you who are highly esteemed, consider carefully the words 
 I am about to speak to you, and stand up, for I have now been sent to you.' 
 And when he said this to me, I stood up trembling. 
 (12) Then he continued, 'Do not be afraid, Daniel. 
 Since the first day that you set your mind to gain understanding 
 and to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard, 
 and I have come in response to them. 
 (13) But the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one days. 
 Then Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, 
 because I was detained there. 
 (14) Now I have come to explain to you what will happen to your people in the 
future, 
 for the vision concerns a time yet to come.' 
 (15) While he was saying this to me, I bowed with my face toward the ground 
 and was speechless. 
 (16) Then one who looked like a man touched my lips, 
 and I opened my mouth and began to speak. 
 I said to the one standing before me, 'I am overcome with anguish 
 because of the vision, my lord, and I feel very weak. 
 (17) How can I, your servant, talk with you, my lord? 



 My strength is gone and I can hardly breathe.' 
 (18) Again the one who looked like a man touched me and gave me strength. 
 (19) 'Do not be afraid, you who are highly esteemed,' he said. 
 'Peace! Be strong now; be strong.' 
 When he said this, I was strengthened and said, 'Speak, my lord, since you have 
given me strength.' 
 (20) So he said, 'Do you know why I have come to you? 
 Soon I will return to fight against the prince of Persia, 
 and when I go, the prince of Greece will come; 
 (21) but first I will tell you what is written in the Book of Truth. 
 No one is helping me against them, 
 except Michael, your prince.' 

THE CONTEXT 

This final and longest section of the chapter is the most theologically dense in terms of 
what it reveals about the unseen realm — and it accomplishes this revelation through a 
remarkably tender, repeated process of restoring Daniel from his collapse. A hand touches 
him. He is set trembling on hands and knees. He is told to stand, and stands, trembling. 
He is told do not be afraid — and then immediately given the explanation that 
recontextualizes everything: your words were heard from the first day, and I have come 
in response to them. The answer to the prayer arrives at the same moment as the 
explanation for why it took so long to arrive. 

Verse 13 is among the most theologically significant verses in the entire book of Daniel — 
and arguably in the entire Old Testament — for what it reveals about the unseen 
dimension of historical and spiritual conflict. The prince of the Persian kingdom resisted 
me twenty-one days. The figure who has come to Daniel — whether understood as Gabriel 
or as another exalted messenger — was resisted, for the entire duration of Daniel's 
mourning, by a spiritual being identified as the prince of Persia: an angelic or demonic 
power associated with the kingdom of Persia, whose resistance was sufficient to detain 
the messenger for three full weeks. The resistance was only overcome with the help of 
Michael, one of the chief princes — the angelic being elsewhere identified in Daniel (12:1) 
and in the New Testament (Jude 9, Revelation 12:7) as a chief prince, an archangel, and 
specifically as the guardian or champion associated with Israel. 

Even after this explanation, Daniel remains unable to speak — bowed, face to the ground, 
speechless — until one who looked like a man touches his lips, enabling him to open his 
mouth. What follows is one of the most human moments in the entire book: Daniel, given 
the ability to speak, uses it to confess his weakness. I am overcome with anguish... I feel 
very weak... my strength is gone and I can hardly breathe. The strengthening has not yet 
fully taken. A second touch is required — gives me strength — accompanied by the words 
do not be afraid... peace! Be strong now; be strong. Only after this second touch and this 
second word of reassurance does Daniel say, speak, my lord, since you have given me 
strength — finally ready to receive what has been so costly to deliver. 

The chapter closes with the messenger's own account of what lies ahead for him: soon I 
will return to fight against the prince of Persia, and when I go, the prince of Greece will 
come — but first I will tell you what is written in the Book of Truth. No one is helping me 
against them, except Michael, your prince. The messenger who has just spent twenty-one 



days in a contested struggle to reach Daniel is about to return to that struggle — and 
beyond it, to a further struggle against a prince of Greece, anticipating the historical 
transition from Persian to Greek dominance that chapter 11 will describe in detail. The 
vision that is about to be given — the most detailed historical prophecy in the book — is 
delivered as a kind of interlude in an ongoing, costly, contested war that the messenger 
himself must return to as soon as the telling is finished. 

PLAIN AMERICAN ENGLISH 

Then a hand touched me and set me shaking on my hands and knees. He said, 
'Daniel, you who are highly valued — pay close attention to what I'm about to say 
to you, and stand up, because I have been sent to you now.' When he said this, I 
stood up, trembling. Then he said, 'Don't be afraid, Daniel. From the very first 
day you set your heart on understanding and humbled yourself before your God, 
your words were heard — and I have come because of them. But the prince of the 
kingdom of Persia opposed me for twenty-one days. Then Michael, one of the chief 
princes, came to help me, because I had been held up there. Now I've come to 
explain to you what is going to happen to your people in the future, because this 
vision is about a time still to come.' While he was saying this, I bowed with my 
face to the ground, unable to speak. Then someone who looked like a man touched 
my lips, and I opened my mouth and began to speak. I said to the one standing in 
front of me, 'My lord, I am overwhelmed with anguish because of this vision, and 
I feel completely drained. How can I, your servant, even talk with you, my lord? 
I have no strength left and I can barely breathe.' Again the one who looked like a 
man touched me and gave me strength. 'Don't be afraid, you who are highly 
valued,' he said. 'Peace! Be strong now — be strong.' When he said this, I felt 
strengthened, and I said, 'Speak, my lord, since you have given me strength.' So 
he said, 'Do you know why I have come to you? Soon I will go back to fight against 
the prince of Persia, and when I leave, the prince of Greece will come. But first I 
will tell you what is written in the Book of Truth. No one is helping me against 
them except Michael, your prince.' 

KEY OBSERVATIONS 

"Your words were heard, and I have come in response to them — but the 
prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one days": This signifies The 
Prayer Was Answered from the First Day, and the Three Weeks of Apparent 
Silence Were Filled with a Contested Journey Toward Its Delivery. 

This is the verse that recontextualizes the entire chapter — and arguably one of the most 
important verses in Scripture for understanding the relationship between prayer and its 
answer. Your words were heard. Not eventually heard, not heard after the resistance was 
overcome, but heard from the first day. The answer was set in motion immediately. And 
yet the answer took twenty-one days to arrive — not because God delayed in responding, 
but because the messenger carrying the response was resisted by the prince of the Persian 
kingdom for the entire duration. The gap between the hearing and the arrival was not a 
gap in God's attentiveness. It was a gap filled with a contest — a contest that Daniel, 
praying and mourning, had no way to perceive, and that was only resolved by the 
intervention of Michael. 



"The prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me — then Michael, one of the 
chief princes, came to help me, because I was detained there": This signifies 
There Is an Angelic and Demonic Dimension to the History of Nations — 
Kingdoms Have Spiritual Princes Whose Conflicts Underlie and Parallel the 
Visible Conflicts of History. 

The prince of Persia and Michael, your prince (verse 21, referring to Israel) are presented 
as realities of the same order — angelic beings with some form of association to or 
responsibility for specific nations, whose conflicts with one another are genuinely 
consequential. This is one of the clearest windows in all of Scripture into what is 
sometimes called the doctrine of the heavenly council or the spiritual dimension of 
geopolitics — the idea that the visible history of nations, which chapters 11-12 are about 
to trace through the rise and fall of Persian and Greek kingdoms, has a corresponding 
invisible history of angelic conflict that is neither identical to nor separable from the 
visible history. The resistance of the prince of Persia was real enough to detain an angelic 
messenger for three weeks. The help of Michael was necessary enough that without it, the 
messenger remained detained. This is not poetic flourish. The chapter presents it as a 
description of how reality actually works. 

"Do not be afraid, you who are highly esteemed — peace! Be strong now; be 
strong": This signifies The Repeated Words of Reassurance and the Repeated 
Touches of Strengthening Reveal That Restoration After an Overwhelming 
Encounter Is a Process, Not a Single Event. 

The pattern of touch-trembling-standing-collapse-touch-speech-confession-of-
weakness-touch-strengthening-finally-able-to-receive is one of the most carefully 
observed sequences in the book. Daniel does not go from collapse to full readiness in a 
single step. He is touched and stands, trembling. He is given the explanation, and bows 
speechless again. He is touched again and can speak — but what he says is a confession of 
how weak he still feels. He is touched a third time, told do not be afraid and be strong 
twice in succession, and only then does he say speak, my lord, since you have given me 
strength. The repetition is not redundancy. It is the chapter's careful depiction of what 
genuine restoration after being overwhelmed actually looks like: incremental, requiring 
repeated reassurance, honest about the persistence of weakness even after some strength 
has returned, and ultimately, fully effective — but not instantaneously. 

"Soon I will return to fight against the prince of Persia, and when I go, the 
prince of Greece will come — but first I will tell you what is written in the 
Book of Truth": This signifies The Vision Daniel Is About to Receive Is 
Delivered as an Interlude Within an Ongoing, Costly, Continuing Conflict 
That the Messenger Must Return To. 

The messenger's closing words reveal that the telling of the vision is not the end of the 
conflict but a pause within it. He has already been resisted for twenty-one days by the 
prince of Persia. He will return to that fight. And beyond that fight, the prince of Greece 
will come — anticipating, in the angelic realm, the historical transition that chapter 11 will 
describe in the visible realm, from Persian to Greek dominance. The Book of Truth — the 
record of what will happen, which the messenger is about to reveal to Daniel in 
remarkable detail — is delivered to Daniel at genuine cost, in the middle of a war that does 
not pause for the telling and that the messenger must return to as soon as the telling is 



finished. The historical knowledge that chapters 11-12 will provide is not abstract 
information. It is intelligence delivered from the front lines of an ongoing battle, by a 
combatant who must go back to it. 

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR US TODAY 

1. Receive the Assurance That Your Prayers Are Heard from the First Day, 
Even When the Answer's Arrival Is Delayed: Daniel 10:12 is one of the most 
directly comforting verses in Scripture for anyone whose prayers seem to go unanswered 
for an extended period. Your words were heard — from the first day. The delay in the 
answer's visible arrival is not evidence of a delay in God's hearing. The chapter does not 
promise that every prayer will be answered exactly as requested, or that every delay has 
the same explanation as Daniel's twenty-one days of angelic conflict. But it does establish, 
as a permanent truth about the way prayer works, that the gap between the asking and 
the receiving can be filled with activity that the one praying cannot see — and that the 
activity began the moment the prayer was prayed. 

2. Take Seriously the Reality of Spiritual Conflict Behind the Visible Events 
of History and of Personal Life, Without Becoming Preoccupied with It: The 
revelation of the prince of Persia and the help of Michael establishes that spiritual conflict 
is real and consequential — but the chapter's focus remains on Daniel's prayer, Daniel's 
strengthening, and the historical revelation Daniel is about to receive, not on an extended 
exploration of the angelic conflict itself. This balance is instructive: the reality of spiritual 
opposition behind difficult circumstances, delayed answers, and historical events is worth 
acknowledging and can be genuinely clarifying. But the chapter does not invite 
speculation about the details of angelic warfare for its own sake. It mentions the conflict 
precisely enough to explain the delay and to honor Michael's role, and then moves on to 
the message itself. Acknowledge the reality. Do not make it the center. 

3. Allow Restoration After Being Overwhelmed to Be a Process — and Receive 
the Repeated Reassurance That the Process Requires: Daniel's repeated cycles of 
touch, partial restoration, continued weakness, and further touch are a model for anyone 
recovering from an experience that has genuinely overwhelmed them — whether a 
powerful spiritual encounter, a season of grief, a crisis that has depleted every reserve of 
strength. The expectation that restoration should be immediate and complete after a 
single reassurance does not match Daniel's experience, and it does not need to match 
ours. Do not be afraid, peace, be strong — these words may need to be heard more than 
once, accompanied by more than one touch, before they take full effect. The chapter does 
not treat Daniel's continued confession of weakness after the first touch as a failure of 
faith. It treats it as the honest report of someone still in the process of being restored — 
and the messenger responds not with impatience but with a second touch and a doubled 
word of strengthening: be strong now; be strong. 

HOW THIS RELATES TO TODAY 

The twenty-one days of resistance by the prince of Persia, resolved only by the 
intervention of Michael, is one of the most striking pieces of biblical testimony to the 
reality that the visible course of history — the rise and fall of empires that chapter 11 is 
about to trace in extraordinary detail — has an invisible counterpart that is neither merely 



symbolic nor fully separable from the visible. The contemporary reader who has been 
formed by a worldview that treats history as the product solely of human decisions, 
economic forces, and political dynamics will find in Daniel 10 a different account: one in 
which those visible dynamics are real, but are not the whole picture, and in which the 
prayers of a single faithful person can become entangled with conflicts of cosmic 
significance whose resolution shapes the timeline of what that person experiences as 
simply waiting. 

The pattern of repeated strengthening is also one of the most pastorally useful resources 
in the entire book for anyone walking alongside a person who has been overwhelmed — 
by grief, by trauma, by an encounter with something that has exceeded their capacity to 
process. The messenger does not rebuke Daniel for needing a second touch, or treat his 
continued weakness after the first reassurance as evidence that the reassurance failed. He 
simply touches him again, and says again — more emphatically the second time — do not 
be afraid, be strong now, be strong. The contemporary equivalent is the friend, counselor, 
or community that does not expect a single conversation, a single prayer, or a single 
moment of comfort to complete a process of restoration that may, as it did for Daniel, 
require more than one touch before the person can say: speak, since you have given me 
strength. 

Key Lesson: Your words were heard from the first day — and the twenty-one 
days that followed were not days of divine silence but days of contested struggle, 
resolved only by the help of Michael; and the restoration that Daniel needed 
before he could receive the message that had cost so much to deliver was not 
instantaneous but came in stages, touch by touch, word by word, until the man 
who had been reduced to a strengthless heap on the ground could finally say: 
speak, my lord, since you have given me strength. 

 

Closing Prayer 

Heavenly Father, 

We close Daniel chapter 10 having been shown what we do not normally 
get to see: the architecture behind an answered prayer, the cost of a 
delivered message, the reality of a conflict that operates in realms beyond 
our sight but that shapes the timeline of what we experience simply as 
waiting. We have watched Daniel mourn for three weeks, not knowing 
that his prayer had been heard from the first day. We have watched him 
collapse before a vision of overwhelming glory, and we have watched him 
be raised — not once, but again and again — until he could finally say: 
speak, my lord, since you have given me strength. 

Lord, for every prayer we have prayed that seems to have gone 
unanswered — for every season of waiting in which we have felt only 
silence — give us the truth of verse 12. Your words were heard. From the 



first day. Whatever resistance lies between the hearing and the arrival, 
whatever contest is being fought in realms we cannot see, let us trust that 
the hearing was immediate even when the arrival is delayed. And when 
Michael's help is needed, let it come. The outcome was never in doubt. The 
waiting is not the absence of an answer. 

And for those of us who have been overwhelmed — by grief, by an 
encounter with something too great to process, by a season that has left us 
strengthless on the ground — give us the repeated touch, the repeated 
word: do not be afraid, peace, be strong now, be strong. Let the restoration 
take however long it takes. Let us not be ashamed of the confession I feel 
very weak, my strength is gone — because the One who touches us again 
is not impatient with the confession. He touches again. He says it again. 
And He waits until we can finally say: speak, since you have given me 
strength. 

We do not yet know, as this chapter ends, what the message will be — only 
that it concerns a great war, that it is true, and that the messenger who is 
about to deliver it must soon return to a fight he has not yet finished. 
Prepare us, as Daniel was prepared, to receive what is coming — not in 
our own strength, but in the strength that is given, touch by touch, until we 
are ready. In Jesus' name, Amen. 

 

Soli Deo Gloria 
Glory to God Alone 


