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BIBLE STUDY

Isaiah Chapter 31 — Woe to Those Who Trust in Egypt Instead of God

A Verse-by-Verse Bible Study from the Crawford Standard Bible Introduction

Isaiah Chapter 31 continues the warning of Isaiah 30. 

The issue is still:

Trust. 

Judah faces the threat of:

Assyria. 

Instead of looking first to:

The Lord. 

They look toward:

Egypt. 

Egypt has:

Horses. 

Chariots. 

Horsemen. 

Military reputation. 

Visible strength. 

But Isaiah exposes the central error:

“They do not look to the Holy One of Israel, or seek the Lord!” 

That is the problem. 

The chapter is not condemning every use of:

Military resources. 

Political cooperation. 

Practical planning. 

The deeper issue is:

Where ultimate confidence rests. 

Judah looks at:

What Egypt has. 

But fails to ask:

Who God is. 

Isaiah therefore draws a sharp contrast:

Egyptians are:

Men. 

God is:

God. 

Horses are:

Flesh. 

God is:

Spirit. 

One is:

Created. 

The other is:

Creator. 

One is:

Limited. 

The other is:

Sovereign. 

Then the chapter gives two powerful pictures of God’s protection. 

First:

A lion over its prey. 

Second:

Birds hovering protectively overhead. 

The Lord is presented as:

Fearless. 

Protective. 

Present. 

Active. 

He will defend:

Zion. 

He will shield:

Jerusalem. 

He will deliver:

His people. 

But before full restoration, there is a call:

“Return to Him.” 

Real repentance includes:

Rejecting idols. 

Silver idols. 

Gold idols. 

Anything made by sinful human hands and treated as a substitute for: God. 

Finally Isaiah answers Judah’s deepest fear. 

What about:

Assyria? 

Isaiah says:

Assyria will fall. 

But not by:

Human sword. 

Not by:

Mortal strength. 

God Himself will bring the enemy down. 

That is the great irony of the chapter. 

Judah went to Egypt because they feared:

Assyria. 

But God says:

Egypt cannot save you. 

And:

Assyria cannot withstand Me. 

The central truth of Isaiah 31 is:

Human strength, military power, and political alliances cannot replace trust in the Lord; Egypt is only flesh, but God is Spirit, and when His people return to Him, cast away their idols, and trust His protection, He alone is able to defend Zion and bring down the Assyrian enemy by His own power. 

I. WOE TO THOSE WHO GO DOWN TO 

EGYPT FOR HELP

Isaiah 31:1 — Trusting Horses Instead of God

“Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help, who rely on horses, who trust in the multitude of chariots and in the great strength of horsemen, but do not look to the Holy One of Israel, or seek the Lord!” 

The problem is not simply:

Horses. 

Chariots. 

Horsemen. 

The problem is:

Trust. 

They rely upon:

Numbers. 

Strength. 

Visible power. 

But neglect:

The Holy One of Israel. 

Cross References

Psalm 20:7

Some people trust in chariots and others in horses, but God’s people remember and trust the name of the Lord their God. 

Isaiah 30:1

God condemns rebellious children who make plans and alliances apart from His counsel and Spirit. 

Jeremiah 17:5

The person who makes human strength his ultimate confidence and turns his heart away from the Lord places himself under a curse. 

Spiritual Principle

The object of trust matters more than the size of the resource. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Use the horse if God provides it. 

Do not make the horse your god. 

II. GOD IS WISER THAN HUMAN 

STRATEGISTS

Isaiah 31:2 — His Word Stands

“Yet He too is wise and brings disaster; He does not take back His words. He will rise up against the house of evildoers, against those who help wrongdoers.” 

Judah acts as though:

Egyptian strategy. 

Political wisdom. 

Military calculation. 

Are smarter than:

God. 

Isaiah says:

God too is wise. 

This is not saying:

God has some wisdom. 

It is exposing the foolishness of treating human strategy as though it outranks: Divine counsel. 

Cross References

Isaiah 10:5

Assyria is described as the rod of God’s anger, showing that even powerful empires operate within His larger sovereign purpose. 

Job 9:4

God is wise in heart and mighty in strength; no one can successfully harden himself against Him. 

Proverbs 21:30

No wisdom, understanding, or counsel can ultimately succeed against the Lord. 

Spiritual Principle

Human plans may be clever. 

God’s counsel is final. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle

A strategy is never wiser than the God who sees the end from the beginning. 

III. EGYPTIANS ARE MEN, NOT GOD

Isaiah 31:3 — Flesh Cannot Replace Spirit

“But the Egyptians are mere men and not God; their horses are flesh and not spirit. 

When the Lord stretches out His hand, both he who helps will stumble and he who is helped will fall; together they will perish.” 

This is one of the strongest contrasts in the chapter. 

Egyptians:

Men. 

Not God. 

Horses:

Flesh. 

Not spirit. 

Judah is trusting:

Creation. 

Instead of:

Creator. 

Cross References

2 Chronicles 32:8

Hezekiah encourages Judah that the enemy possesses only an arm of flesh, while the Lord their God is with them to help and fight their battles. 

Isaiah 2:22

God’s people are told to stop placing ultimate confidence in human beings whose life depends upon a breath. 

Ezekiel 28:9

A proud ruler who claimed godlike status is reminded that he is merely human and not God before the One who judges him. 

Spiritual Principle

Everything human has:

Limits. 

God does not. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Never ask flesh to do what only Spirit can do. 

IV. THE LORD IS LIKE A LION DEFENDING 

ZION

Isaiah 31:4 — Unafraid of the Noise

“This is what the Lord has said to me: ‘As a lion growls, a young lion over its prey—

though a band of shepherds is called against it, it is not frightened by their shouts or disturbed by their noise—so the Lord Almighty will come down to fight for Mount Zion and its hill.’” 

The picture is:

Power. 

Fearlessness. 

Determination. 

A lion does not abandon its claim because:

People shout. 

People gather. 

Noise increases. 

So the Lord is not intimidated by:

Assyria. 

Military threats. 

Human noise. 

Cross References

Amos 3:8

When a lion roars, people naturally fear; likewise, when the Lord speaks, His prophetic message carries unavoidable weight. 

Hosea 11:10

The Lord is compared to a roaring lion whose voice gathers His trembling children back to Him. 

Isaiah 42:13

The Lord is pictured advancing like a warrior, stirring His zeal and prevailing against His enemies. 

Spiritual Principle

God is not intimidated by the noise of the enemy. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle The enemy may be loud. 

God is not afraid. 

V. THE LORD HOVERS OVER JERUSALEM

Isaiah 31:5 — Protection Like Birds Overhead

“Like birds hovering overhead, the Lord Almighty will shield Jerusalem; He will protect and deliver it, He will ‘pass over’ and rescue it.” 

The image changes. 

From:

Lion. 

To:

Birds. 

From:

Strength. 

To:

Protective care. 

God is both:

Fierce defender. 

Tender protector. 

The phrase:

“Pass over” 

also recalls the language of:

Deliverance. 

Protection. 

Rescue. 

Cross References

Deuteronomy 32:11

God is compared to an eagle stirring its nest, hovering over its young, spreading its wings, and carrying them securely. 

Psalm 91:4

God covers His people with His feathers, and beneath His wings they find refuge and protection. 

Matthew 23:37

Jesus expresses His desire to gather Jerusalem’s children as a hen gathers chicks beneath her wings. 

Spiritual Principle

God’s protection is both:

Strong. 

Tender. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle

The same God who roars like a lion can shelter like a bird. 

VI. GOD CALLS ISRAEL TO RETURN

Isaiah 31:6 — Return from Deep Rebellion

“Return to Him you have so greatly revolted against, O people of Israel.” 

The people have:

Greatly revolted. 

Yet God says:

Return. 

The depth of rebellion does not cancel:

The invitation. 

Cross References

Hosea 14:1

Israel is called to return to the Lord because sin has caused the nation to stumble. 

Joel 2:12

God calls His people to return to Him wholeheartedly with fasting, weeping, and mourning. 

Isaiah 55:7

The wicked are called to abandon their sinful way, return to the Lord, and receive abundant mercy and pardon. 

Spiritual Principle

Repentance is always a movement:

Back toward God. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle

No matter how far rebellion has gone, the command remains: Return. 

VII. TRUE REPENTANCE REJECTS IDOLS

Isaiah 31:7 — Silver and Gold Idols Thrown Away

“For in that day every one of you will reject the silver idols and gold idols your sinful hands have made.” 

Repentance becomes:

Visible. 

They do not merely:

Feel guilty. 

They reject:

Idols. 

The very objects they once:

Trusted. 

Valued. 

Worshiped. 

Are now:

Discarded. 

Cross References

Isaiah 2:20

People are pictured casting away their silver and gold idols when the emptiness of false worship is finally exposed. 

Isaiah 30:22

God’s restored people throw away silver and gold idols as unclean objects and tell them to depart. 

Micah 5:13

God promises to cut down idols and sacred objects so His people will no longer bow to the work of their hands. 

Spiritual Principle

Real repentance changes:

Allegiance. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle

You have not fully returned to God if you still insist on keeping the idol nearby. 

VIII. ASSYRIA WILL FALL BY A SWORD 

NOT OF MAN

Isaiah 31:8 — God Alone Defeats the Enemy

“The Assyrian will fall by a sword not of man; a sword not of mortals will devour them. They will flee before the sword, and their young men will be forced into labor.” 

This is the answer to:

Judah’s fear. 

They feared:

Assyria. 

So they sought:

Egypt. 

God says:

Assyria will fall. 

But not because:

Egypt wins. 

The victory comes by:

God’s power. 

Cross References

2 Kings 19:35

The Lord struck the Assyrian camp, causing massive military loss without Judah winning through ordinary warfare. 

Isaiah 37:36

The angel of the Lord struck the Assyrian army, demonstrating direct divine intervention. 

2 Chronicles 32:21

God sent an angel who destroyed Assyria’s fighting forces, leaders, and commanders, causing the Assyrian king to return home in disgrace. 

Spiritual Principle

God does not need human strength in order to accomplish divine deliverance. 

Key Truth

The enemy Judah feared most was still helpless before: God. 

IX. ASSYRIA’S STRONGHOLD COLLAPSES

Isaiah 31:9 — Terror Before the Lord’s Banner

“Their stronghold will fall because of terror; their commanders will panic at the banner,’ declares the Lord, whose fire burns in Zion, whose furnace is in Jerusalem.” 

Assyria had:

Fortresses. 

Commanders. 

Military confidence. 

Yet terror reaches:

Them. 

Their leaders panic. 

Why? 

Because the Lord’s presence in Zion is pictured as: Fire. 

Furnace. 

Cross References

Isaiah 33:14

Sinners in Zion tremble before God’s consuming holiness and ask who can dwell in the presence of everlasting burning. 

Deuteronomy 32:31

Israel’s enemies cannot compare their false security with the true Rock who belongs to God’s people. 

Isaiah 10:17

The Holy One becomes like a flame consuming Assyria’s pride and power. 

Spiritual Principle

The fire of God is:

Protection for His people. 

Judgment for His enemies. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle

The presence that warms the faithful can terrify the rebel. 

X. EGYPT VERSUS GOD

Isaiah 31 presents a deliberate comparison. 

Egypt

Men. 

Flesh. 

Horses. 

Chariots. 

Limited strength. 

God

Holy One. 

Spirit. 

Wisdom. 

Sovereignty. 

Lion-like strength. 

Protective wings. 

Divine sword. 

Spiritual Principle

The choice was never:

Egypt or nothing. 

It was:

Egypt or God. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle

False trust grows when we forget who the real alternative is. 

XI. HORSES CANNOT BECOME SAVIORS

Judah looked at:

Horses. 

Chariots. 

Horsemen. 

They saw:

Visible strength. 

But Isaiah reminds them:

Horses are:

Flesh. 

Spiritual Principle

A resource can be useful without being worthy of trust. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle Use the resource. 

Trust the Provider. 

XII. “DO NOT LOOK TO EGYPT—LOOK TO 

THE HOLY ONE” 

The central failure is:

Direction. 

They look:

South. 

Toward Egypt. 

They should look:

Up. 

Toward God. 

Spiritual Principle

Where the eyes turn in crisis often reveals where the heart has placed its hope. 

XIII. GOD DOES NOT TAKE BACK HIS 

WORD

Isaiah says:

“He does not take back His words.” 

God is:

Reliable. 

Consistent. 

Faithful. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle

God does not issue empty threats or unreliable promises. 

XIV. HUMAN WISDOM VERSUS DIVINE 

WISDOM

Judah considered:

Military possibilities. 

Foreign alliances. 

Assyrian power. 

But Isaiah says:

“He too is wise.” 

This is almost ironic. 

Spiritual Principle

Human intelligence becomes foolish when it treats God as though He has not considered the situation. 

XV. THE ARM OF FLESH

Egypt’s strength may look:

Impressive. 

But it remains:

Human. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle

The arm of flesh has a limit. 

The arm of the Lord does not. 

XVI. WHEN THE LORD STRETCHES OUT 

HIS HAND

Egypt falls. 

Judah falls. 

Helper. 

Helped. 

Both collapse if they stand against:

God. 

Spiritual Principle

Mutual dependence between two weak parties does not create divine strength. 

XVII. THE LION WHO WILL NOT BACK 

DOWN

Shepherds may:

Shout. 

Gather. 

Make noise. 

The lion remains:

Unmoved. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Heaven does not panic because earth gets loud. 

XVIII. THE BIRDS HOVERING OVERHEAD

The image suggests:

Constant attention. 

Protective nearness. 

Watchfulness. 

Spiritual Principle

God’s defense is not distant observation. 

It is engaged protection. 

XIX. “RETURN TO HIM” 

Repentance is not merely:

Turning away from sin. 

It is:

Turning toward God. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle

You have not completed repentance when you leave Egypt. 

You must return to the Lord. 

XX. IDOLS MADE BY SINFUL HANDS

The irony is obvious. 

People:

Create the idol. 

Then trust:

The idol. 

Spiritual Principle

Anything we can manufacture is too small to become our God. 

XXI. THE SWORD NOT OF MAN

Assyria will not fall by:

Human superiority. 

God acts. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Some victories are designed so clearly by God that human boasting is removed. 

XXII. THE ASSYRIAN WHO MADE OTHERS 

TREMBLE NOW TREMBLES

Earlier:

Nations feared Assyria. 

Now:

Assyria fears. 

Spiritual Principle

The intimidator can become intimidated when God intervenes. 

XXIII. THE FIRE IN ZION

God’s fire represents:

Presence. 

Holiness. 

Judgment. 

Protection. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle

God’s presence is never neutral. 

It comforts the faithful and confronts rebellion. 

XXIV. WHAT ISAIAH 31 TEACHES ABOUT 

TRUST

Trust is revealed by:

Where we run. 

Who we seek. 

What we rely upon. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle You discover your real god in the direction you run when you are afraid. 

XXV. WHAT ISAIAH 31 TEACHES ABOUT 

HUMAN POWER

Human power may be:

Real. 

Impressive. 

Useful. 

But never:

Ultimate. 

Spiritual Principle

Human strength becomes spiritually dangerous when it is treated as sufficient without God. 

XXVI. WHAT ISAIAH 31 TEACHES ABOUT 

GOD’S WISDOM

God understands:

Assyria. 

Egypt. 

Judah. 

The entire situation. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle

God never needs our panic to improve His plan. 

XXVII. WHAT ISAIAH 31 TEACHES ABOUT 

GOD’S PROTECTION

God protects like:

Lion. 

Bird. 

Fire. 

Each picture adds something. 

Lion:

Power. 

Bird:

Care. 

Fire:

Presence. 

Spiritual Principle

God’s protection is stronger and more personal than Judah imagined. 

XXVIII. WHAT ISAIAH 31 TEACHES ABOUT 

REPENTANCE

Repentance includes:

Returning. 

Rejecting. 

Turning back to God. 

Casting idols away. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Repentance changes both direction and devotion. 

XXIX. WHAT ISAIAH 31 TEACHES ABOUT 

IDOLATRY

Idols do not have to be:

Statues. 

Anything receiving:

Ultimate trust. 

Ultimate fear. 

Ultimate devotion. 

Can function like an idol. 

Spiritual Principle

Modern idols may look different while demanding the same heart. 

XXX. WHAT ISAIAH 31 TEACHES ABOUT 

ASSYRIA

Assyria is:

Powerful. 

But:

Temporary. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Never confuse what God allows for a season with what God cannot stop. 

XXXI. WHAT ISAIAH 31 TEACHES ABOUT 

DELIVERANCE

The victory is:

God’s. 

Spiritual Principle

When God saves, He is not limited by the resources we can see. 

XXXII. WHAT ISAIAH 31 TEACHES ABOUT 

ZION

Zion represents:

The place of God’s covenant presence. 

God says:

His fire burns there. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle

The security of Zion rests not in its walls but in the God who dwells there. 

XXXIII. SIX GREAT LESSONS FROM 

ISAIAH 31

1. Human Power Cannot Save Ultimately

Egypt is:

Flesh. 

Principle:

Never ask created power to replace the Creator. 

2. God’s Wisdom Cannot Be Outsmarted

Principle:

No human strategy can overturn His counsel. 

3. God Defends His People Like:

Lion. 

Bird. 

He protects Zion. 

Principle:

The Lord is both fierce against enemies and tender toward His people. 

4. Repentance Means Returning to God

Principle:

Leave the false refuge and come back to the true one. 

5. True Repentance Rejects Idols

Principle:

You cannot cling to the substitute while claiming renewed trust in God. 

6. God Defeats the Enemy by His Own Power Principle:

The sword not of man proves that salvation belongs to the Lord. 

XXXIV. EGYPT’S HORSES AND GOD’S 

SPIRIT

This is one of the chapter’s clearest contrasts. 

Horses:

Flesh. 

God:

Spirit. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Flesh is impressive until Spirit acts. 

XXXV. THE FALSE SAVIOR

Egypt was expected to:

Protect. 

Rescue. 

Defeat Assyria. 

But Egypt itself:

Could fall. 

Spiritual Principle

Do not make a savior out of something that still needs saving. 

XXXVI. THE LION AND THE NOISE

Assyria made:

Noise. 

Egypt made:

Noise. 

Political fear made:

Noise. 

But God remains:

Unmoved. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Noise is not authority. 

XXXVII. THE HOVERING WINGS

God’s presence is:

Near. 

Protective. 

Watchful. 

Spiritual Principle

Heaven’s protection does not require heaven’s panic. 

XXXVIII. THE RETURN FROM REVOLT

The people had:

Greatly revolted. 

Yet:

Return remained possible. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle

The depth of your wandering does not make the road home disappear. 

XXXIX. THE SILVER AND GOLD IDOLS

The idols had:

Material value. 

But:

No saving value. 

Spiritual Principle

Something can be expensive and still be spiritually worthless. 

XL. THE ASSYRIAN FALLS

What Judah feared as:

Unstoppable. 

God describes as:

Defeatable. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Your greatest fear is still smaller than your God. 

XLI. THE COMMANDERS PANIC

Leaders who caused:

Others to fear. 

Now fear:

The Lord. 

Spiritual Principle

Earthly authority evaporates quickly before divine authority. 

XLII. THE FIRE AND FURNACE OF 

JERUSALEM

God’s holy presence is:

Active. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Where God dwells, evil never possesses final ownership. 

XLIII. EIGHT GREAT CONTRASTS IN 

ISAIAH 31

1. Egypt → The Holy One of Israel

2. Horses → The Lord

3. Flesh → Spirit

4. Human Wisdom → Divine Wisdom

5. Fear of Assyria → God Fighting for Zion 6. Rebellion → Return

7. Idols → The Living God

8. Human Sword → Divine Deliverance

Key Truth

Every human substitute is exposed as limited when compared with the holy, wise, powerful, protective, and victorious Lord. 

XLIV. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FOR 

PERSONAL STUDY

Question 1

Why does Isaiah pronounce woe on those going to Egypt? 

Because they trust Egypt’s military strength instead of seeking the Lord. 

Question 2

What specifically do they rely upon? 

Horses, chariots, and horsemen. 

Question 3

What do they fail to do? 

Look to the Holy One of Israel and seek the Lord. 

Question 4

How does Isaiah describe God’s wisdom? 

God is wise, acts according to His Word, and cannot be successfully opposed by human counsel. 

Question 5

What are the Egyptians? 

Human beings, not God. 

Question 6

What are their horses? 

Flesh, not spirit. 

Question 7

What happens when God stretches out His hand? 

Both the false helper and the one depending upon that help collapse. 

Question 8

What animal illustrates God’s fearless defense of Zion? 

A lion. 

Question 9

What second picture illustrates God’s protection? 

Birds hovering protectively overhead. 

Question 10

What does God call Israel to do? 

Return to Him. 

Question 11

How far had Israel revolted? 

Greatly. 

Question 12

What evidence will demonstrate repentance? 

They will reject their silver and gold idols. 

Question 13

How will Assyria fall? 

By a sword not of man or mortal power. 

Question 14

What historical passages describe God’s defeat of Assyria? 

2 Kings 19:35, Isaiah 37:36, and 2 Chronicles 32:21. 

Question 15

What happens to Assyria’s commanders? 

They panic in terror. 

Question 16

What burns in Zion? 

The Lord’s fire. 

Question 17

What is the main message of the chapter? 

Trust God rather than human power, return from rebellion, reject idols, and believe that the Lord Himself is able to deliver. 

XLV. PERSONAL APPLICATION

Isaiah 31 asks several searching questions. 

What Is My Egypt? 

Where do I instinctively run when:

Afraid? 

Uncertain? 

Threatened? 

What Horses Am I Trusting? 

Money? 

Government? 

Technology? 

Connections? 

My own ability? 

Am I Looking to the Holy One of Israel? 

Or only looking at:

Resources? 

Have I Made Flesh My Confidence? 

Am I expecting a human being to provide what only God can provide? 

Do I Believe God Is Wise Enough for My Crisis? 

Or do I act as though He has overlooked something? 

Am I More Impressed by the Enemy’s Noise Than God’s power? 

Have I Returned Fully to God? 

Or merely stopped going toward Egypt? 

What Idol Still Needs to Be Thrown Away? 

What do I treasure but trust too much? 

Is There an Assyria I Think God Cannot Handle? 

Do I Believe the Lord Can Fight for Me Without Human methods I can see? 

XLVI. A CRAWFORD BIBLE STUDY 

PRINCIPLE

“Do Not Trust Flesh to Do the Work of Spirit” 

Egypt:

Had horses. 

God:

Had power. 

Egypt:

Had chariots. 

God:

Had sovereignty. 

Egypt:

Had horsemen. 

God:

Had the final word. 

Principle:

Human help may be useful, but it must never become the foundation of faith. 

XLVII. WHEN HELP BECOMES IDOLATRY

Seeking:

Advice. 

Assistance. 

Resources. 

Is not automatically wrong. 

But help becomes:

Idolatry. 

When we place in it the confidence belonging to: God. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Use human help gratefully. 

Trust God ultimately. 

XLVIII. “THEY ARE MEN, NOT GOD” 

This sentence should correct:

Fear. 

Idolatry. 

Hero worship. 

Spiritual Principle

Every human helper remains:

Human. 

XLIX. “THEIR HORSES ARE FLESH” 

What appears powerful is still:

Created. 

Limited. 

Mortal. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Do not confuse strength with sovereignty. 

L. THE LORD COMES DOWN TO FIGHT

Judah is trying to find:

Someone to fight for them. 

God says:

I will. 

Spiritual Principle

The deepest security of God’s people is the presence of God Himself. 

LI. THE LION WHO DOES NOT FLINCH

The Lord is not frightened by:

Shouts. 

Noise. 

Threats. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle

The enemy can increase the volume without increasing its authority. 

LII. THE BIRD THAT HOVERS

God watches:

Closely. 

Protects:

Tenderly. 

Spiritual Principle

God’s power does not make Him distant. 

LIII. THE GOD WHO SAYS “RETURN” 

The command comes after:

Deep revolt. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle

God’s call to return is stronger than the distance created by rebellion. 

LIV. IDOLS MUST GO

Silver. 

Gold. 

Value. 

Beauty. 

None matter when the object has become:

A rival god. 

Spiritual Principle

Repentance decides that obedience is worth more than the idol. 

LV. THE SWORD NOT OF MAN

This removes:

Human boasting. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Some battles are won in ways designed to make one truth unmistakable: The Lord did it. 

LVI. THE STRONGHOLD FALLS FROM 

TERROR

Assyria’s strength melts when:

God acts. 

Spiritual Principle

No earthly stronghold is emotionally or militarily beyond collapse. 

LVII. THE FIRE OF ZION

The chapter ends not with:

Egypt. 

Not with:

Assyria. 

But with:

God. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle

History’s final focus is never the power of nations. 

It is the presence of the Lord. 

LVIII. SEVEN GREAT MOVEMENTS IN 

ISAIAH 31

1. Judah Runs to Egypt

Fear produces false trust. 

2. God Exposes Egypt

Men are not God; horses are flesh. 

3. God Reveals His Strength

He comes like a lion. 

4. God Reveals His Tenderness

He protects like hovering birds. 

5. God Calls for Repentance Return to Him. 

6. Idols Are Rejected

False gods lose their place. 

7. Assyria Falls

God Himself provides the victory. 

Key Truth

The chapter moves from fear-driven trust in human strength toward repentance, renewed trust in the Lord, rejection of idols, and divine deliverance. 

LIX. FINAL APPLICATION

Isaiah Chapter 31 asks a simple but searching question: Who are you trusting? 

Judah had:

A real problem. 

Assyria was:

Powerful. 

Aggressive. 

Dangerous. 

They needed:

Help. 

So they looked toward:

Egypt. 

Egypt had:

Horses. 

Chariots. 

Horsemen. 

From a human perspective:

It made sense. 

But Isaiah says:

They made one fatal mistake. 

They did not:

“Look to the Holy One of Israel, or seek the Lord.” 

That is the issue. 

The Bible does not teach that every practical resource is: Wrong. 

Doctors. 

Money. 

Government. 

Military defense. 

Friends. 

Counsel. 

Technology. 

Planning. 

All may have proper uses. 

But none can become:

God. 

Isaiah says:

Egyptians are:

Men. 

Not God. 

Horses are:

Flesh. 

Not spirit. 

That distinction still matters. 

Every human resource has:

Limits. 

Every human helper needs:

Help. 

Every earthly system can:

Fail. 

Then God gives two pictures of Himself. 

First:

A lion. 

The enemy shouts. 

God does not flinch. 

The enemy makes noise. 

God is not intimidated. 

Then:

Birds hovering over Jerusalem. 

Protective. 

Watchful. 

Near. 

God is both:

Lion. 

And sheltering wings. 

Strong enough to:

Fight. 

Tender enough to:

Cover. 

Then He says:

“Return to Him.” 

That means:

Stop running toward Egypt. 

Come back. 

And when you come back:

Bring the idols out with you. 

Silver. 

Gold. 

Whatever occupies:

God’s place. 

Throw it away. 

Finally:

Assyria falls. 

Not by:

Egypt. 

Not by:

Human sword. 

Not by:

Mortal power. 

But:

God. 

That is the lesson. 

Judah nearly exhausted itself trying to purchase a deliverance God could provide by: His own hand. 

Maybe you have an Assyria. 

Something that looks:

Too large. 

Too strong. 

Too close. 

Too dangerous. 

Do not let the size of:

Assyria. 

Make you forget the size of:

God. 

And do not let fear make:

Egypt. 

Look like:

A savior. 

Egypt is:

Flesh. 

God is:

Spirit. 

Egypt may help temporarily. 

Only God can carry:

Ultimate trust. 

Therefore:

Seek the Lord. 

Return to Him. 

Throw away the idols. 

Stop fearing the noise. 

Rest beneath His wings. 

Trust the Lion of Zion. 

And remember:

The sword that finally defeats the enemy does not have to come from: Man. 

Closing Prayer

Heavenly Father, 

Forgive us for trusting:

Horses. 

Chariots. 

Human strength. 

Political power. 

Money. 

Influence. 

People. 

More than:

You. 

Teach us to use the resources You provide without turning them into: Idols. 

Remind us that human beings are:

Human. 

And You alone are:

God. 

Father, when enemies appear:

Large. 

Powerful. 

Loud. 

Do not let fear control us. 

Remind us that You are like:

A lion that does not tremble at noise. 

And like:

Birds hovering protectively over their young. 

Thank You for being both:

Strong. 

Tender. 

Powerful. 

Near. 

Father, call us back whenever we wander. 

Help us hear:

“Return to Him.” 

Give us courage to reject every idol:

Silver. 

Gold. 

Modern. 

Hidden. 

Personal. 

Whatever competes with You:

Remove it from our hearts. 

Father, when Assyria stands before us:

Remind us that You do not need human strength in order to save. 

The sword does not have to be:

Man’s sword. 

You are able to:

Deliver. 

Protect. 

Defend. 

Judge. 

Rescue. 

Teach us to trust:

You. 

Not flesh. 

You. 

Not fear. 

You. 

Not Egypt. 

In Jesus’ name, 

Amen. 

Key Verse

“But the Egyptians are mere men and not God; their horses are flesh and not spirit.” 

— Isaiah 31:3

Central Truth

Human strength, military power, political alliances, and visible resources cannot replace trust in the Lord, because Egypt is only flesh while God is Spirit; therefore His people must return to Him, reject their idols, rest under His powerful protection, and believe that He alone can defeat the enemies they fear. 

Isaiah 31 in One Sentence

Isaiah warns Judah not to trust Egypt’s horses, chariots, and human strength instead of the Holy One of Israel, reveals the Lord as both a fearless lion and a hovering protector over Zion, calls His rebellious people to return and cast away their idols, and declares that Assyria will fall not by human sword but by the direct power of God. 
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