CRAWFORD BIBLE COMMENTARY
BIBLE STUDY

Isaiah Chapter 17 — The Burden Against
Damascus

A Verse-by-Verse Bible Study from the Crawford Standard Bible

Introduction

Isaiah Chapter 17 turns attention toward:

Damascus.

Aram.

Ephraim.

Israel.

The chapter begins with the announcement that Damascus will fall.
The proud city will become:

A heap of ruins.

Its surrounding cities will be deserted.

Its political strength will disappear.

But Isaiah quickly shows that the prophecy is not only about Syria.
Israel also comes under judgment.

The glory of Jacob will fade.

What once looked:

Strong.

Healthy.

Abundant.

Will become:

Thin.

Weak.



Reduced.

Isaiah uses two agricultural pictures to describe the coming loss.
First:

A reaper cuts down grain.

Second:

An olive tree is beaten until only a few olives remain.
Yet those remaining olives are important.

They represent:

A remnant.

God's judgment is severe.

But it is not without preservation.

Then comes one of the most hopeful turns in the chapter:

“In that day people will look to their Maker, and their eyes will turn to the Holy One
of Israel.”

Judgment has exposed the failure of:

Idols.

Altars.

Asherah poles.

Man-made religion.

The people finally look away from the works of their own hands and turn toward:
Their Maker.

That is the heart of true repentance.

The tragedy is explained clearly in verse 10:

“You have forgotten God your Savior; you have not remembered the Rock, your
fortress.”

That is the spiritual root of the disaster.
They have forgotten:

Their Savior.

Their Rock.

Their Fortress.



They may still plant.
Work.
Cultivate.
Import vines.
Produce visible growth.
But without God:
The harvest becomes ruin.
Finally, Isaiah turns from Israel's weakness to the roaring nations.
The nations sound like:
The sea.
Mighty waters.
Overwhelming noise.
Yet God only needs to:
Rebuke them.
And suddenly they scatter like:
Chaff.
Tumbleweed.
Windblown debris.
The chapter ends with dramatic reversal:
“At evening they bring terror, but by morning they are gone.”
What terrifies God's people at night can disappear by morning when God acts.
The central truth of Isaiah 17 is:

God humbles Damascus and Israel because human power, idolatry, and self-reliance cannot save,
yet He preserves a remnant, turns some hearts back toward their Maker, and demonstrates that
even roaring nations scatter instantly when the sovereign Lord rebukes them.



. DAMASCUS WILL BECOME A HEAP OF
RUINS

Isaiah 17:1 — The Fall of Damascus

“This is the burden concerning Damascus: ‘Behold, Damascus will no longer be a city;

it will become a heap of ruins.””

Damascus was:

Ancient.

Strategic.

Powerful.

Important.

Yet Isaiah announces:

It will fall.

Human beings often look at long-established cities and assume:
They will always remain.
God reminds us:

Age is not immortality.
Cross References
Jeremiah 49:23

Jeremiah announces distress against Damascus and surrounding Syrian cities, describing fear, anxiety,
and loss of courage when judgment approaches.

Amos 1:5

God declares that He will break Damascus's defenses, remove its rulers, and bring judgment upon the
kingdom of Aram.

Zechariah 9:1

Zechariah announces that the Lord's judgment reaches the land of Hadrach and Damascus, emphasizing
that the eyes of humanity and Israel alike are ultimately directed toward the Lord.

Spiritual Principle
No city becomes permanent merely because it has survived for a long time.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
History can make a city old.



Only God determines how long it stands.

Il. THE CITIES OF AROER WILL BE
ABANDONED

Isaiah 17:2 — Flocks Rest Where People Once Lived

“The cities of Aroer will be deserted; they will be places for flocks to lie down, with no
one to make them afraid.”

The picture is one of depopulation.
Cities once filled with:

Homes.

Families.

Trade.

Activity.

Become:

Pasture.

Animals rest where people once lived.
No one remains to disturb them.
Cross References

Joshua 13:25

Aroer is listed among the territories and towns associated with the region east of the Jordan.
Judges 11:26

Jephthah refers to Aroer and nearby cities when reviewing Israel's long history of possession in the
region.

Numbers 32:34

The tribes settling east of the Jordan rebuilt Aroer and other towns for habitation and livestock.
Spiritual Principle

Places of activity can become empty when judgment removes the people who filled them.



1. SYRIAAND EPHRAIM WILL LOSE
THEIR STRENGTH

Isaiah 17:3 — Fortresses and Royal Power Disappear

“The fortress will disappear from Ephraim, and royal power from Damascus. The
remnant of Aram (Syria) will be like the fading glory of Israel,” declares the Lord of
Heaven’s Armies.”

Two allied powers are addressed together:
Aram.

Ephraim.

Their:

Fortresses.

Political power.

Glory.

Will fade.

The same alliance that once frightened Judah in Isaiah 7 will itself collapse.
Cross References

2 Kings 15:29

Assyria captured large portions of northern Israel and deported many inhabitants, severely weakening
the kingdom.

2 Kings 16:9
Assyria attacked Damascus, captured it, deported its population, and killed Rezin.
2 Kings 16:5

Rezin of Aram and Pekah of Israel had earlier joined forces against Jerusalem but were unable to
conquer it.

Spiritual Principle
Political alliances that look powerful today may collapse tomorrow.

Key Truth

God can dismantle in one season what nations spent years building.



V. JACOB'S GLORY WILL FADE

Isaiah 17:4 — Strength Becomes Weakness
“In that day the glory of Jacob will fade; his body will grow thin and wasted.”

Israel once possessed:

Strength.

Population.

Prosperity.

Influence.

But judgment reduces that glory.
The image of a body growing thin suggests:
Loss.

Weakness.

Decline.

Cross References

Isaiah 10:16

God warns that He will send wasting weakness among the strong warriors of the proud empire He is
judging.

2 Kings 17:6

Assyria captured Samaria and carried Israel into exile, bringing the northern kingdom's national glory
to an end.

Micah 1:6

God declares that Samaria will become a ruined heap, with its foundations exposed under judgment.
Spiritual Principle

Glory that is not anchored in God can fade quickly.

V. ISRAEL WILL BE REAPED LIKE GRAIN
Isaiah 17:5 — The Harvest of Judgment

“It will be as when a reaper gathers grain and reaps the heads with his arm, as when
someone gleans heads of grain in the Valley of Rephaim.”



Israel is compared to:
Afield.

The reaper arrives.
The grain is gathered.
Very little remains.
The picture emphasizes:
Thoroughness.
Reduction.
Judgment.

Cross References
Micah 4:12

The nations do not understand God's ultimate purpose, for He gathers them like sheaves brought
together for threshing.

2 Samuel 5:18

The Valley of Rephaim was a known location near Jerusalem where enemy armies once gathered for
battle.

Joel 3:13

God calls for the sickle because the harvest of wickedness is ripe and judgment has reached its
appointed time.

Spiritual Principle
God's judgment is not random.

It comes like a harvest when the appointed time has arrived.

VI.ASMALL REMNANT WILL REMAIN
Isaiah 17:6 — Olives Left on the Tree

“Yet some gleanings will remain, as when an olive tree is beaten—two or three olives
left at the top of the highest branch, four or five on the fruitful boughs,’ declares the
Lord, the God of Israel.”

Judgment is extensive.

But:



Not everything disappears.

A few olives remain.

This is:

Remnant theology.

God preserves:

Some.

Not because judgment is weak.

But because mercy remains within God's purpose.
Cross References

Isaiah 24:13

Isaiah later compares the survivors among the nations to the few olives left after an olive tree has been
beaten and the few grapes remaining after harvest.

Deuteronomy 24:20

Israel was commanded not to strip an olive tree completely but to leave what remained for the
foreigner, fatherless, and widow.

Micah 7:1

Micah compares himself to someone searching after harvest but finding almost no fruit remaining.
Spiritual Principle

God may reduce greatly without removing completely.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
A remnant may look small to us while still carrying God's future purpose.

VIl. PEOPLE WILL FINALLY LOOK TO
THEIR MAKER

Isaiah 17:7 — Eyes Turn to the Holy One

“In that day people will look to their Maker, and their eyes will turn to the Holy One
of Israel.”

This is the great spiritual reversal of the chapter.
Before:

They looked toward idols.



Now:

Their Maker.

Before:

Works of their hands.

Now:

The Holy One of Israel.

Judgment becomes a means of exposing false trust.
Cross References

Isaiah 45:22

God calls people from every part of the earth to turn to Him and be saved because He alone is God.
Hosea 3:5

Afterward, Israel will return and seek the Lord their God and the promised Davidic king, approaching
the Lord with reverence in the latter days.

Micah 7:7

Micah declares that he will look to the Lord, wait for the God of his salvation, and trust that God will
hear him.

Spiritual Principle
True repentance changes the direction of the eyes.

Key Truth

The turning point comes when people stop looking at what they made and start looking at the One who
made them.

VIII. IDOLS WILL LOSE THEIR
ATTRACTION

Isaiah 17:8 — Man-Made Worship Rejected

“They will not look to the altars, the work of their hands, nor to the Asherah poles or
the incense altars their fingers have made.”

The repeated idea is:
Human manufacture.

Their hands made:



Altars.
Their fingers made:
Religious objects.

The tragedy of idolatry is that people worship what they themselves created.

Cross References
Isaiah 2:8

Isaiah condemns a land filled with idols where people bow before objects made by their own hands.
Isaiah 2:20

In the day of judgment, people will throw away the silver and gold idols they once made for worship.
Hosea 8:11

Israel multiplied altars, but those altars became occasions for further sin rather than true worship.
Spiritual Principle

Anything we create cannot become our Creator.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
If your god depends upon your hands to exist, it cannot carry your life.

IX. STRONG CITIES WILL BECOME
DESOLATE

Isaiah 17:9 — Fortresses Become Abandoned Places

“In that day their strong cities will be like deserted places in the woods, like branches
abandoned before Israel long ago; they will become desolate.”

Strength does not prevent abandonment.
Their cities are called:

Strong.

Yet they become:

Desolate.

Isaiah deliberately exposes the weakness of human fortification.

Cross References
Isaiah 6:11



Isaiah had already been told that cities would eventually lie ruined and uninhabited, houses would be
empty, and the land would become desolate.

Leviticus 26:31

God warned that covenant rebellion could result in cities becoming ruins and sanctuaries becoming
desolate.

2 Kings 17:6

The fall of Samaria and exile of Israel fulfilled the reality of depopulated and devastated northern
territories.

Spiritual Principle
Strong walls cannot protect a people who have abandoned their true fortress.

X. ISRAEL FORGOT GOD ITS SAVIOR
Isaiah 17:10 — Forgetting the Rock

“You have forgotten God your Savior; you have not remembered the Rock, your
fortress. Therefore, though you plant choice vines and set them with imported slips,”

Here is the spiritual diagnosis.

They:

Forgot God.

Did not remember:

The Rock.

Their fortress.

This is shocking because God had been:
Their Savior.

Their Defender.

Their Foundation.

Yet they continued building life without remembering Him.
Cross References

Deuteronomy 32:18

Moses rebukes Israel for forgetting the Rock who gave them life and failing to remember the God who
brought them forth.



Jeremiah 2:32
God asks whether a bride forgets her ornaments, yet His people have forgotten Him for countless days.
Hosea 8:14

Israel forgot its Maker and built impressive structures, while Judah multiplied fortified cities instead of
depending upon God.

Spiritual Principle
Spiritual decline often begins not with open hatred of God but with gradual forgetfulness.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Never become so busy building your life that you forget the God who gave you life.

XIl. HARD WORK WITHOUT GOD ENDS IN
LOSS

Isaiah 17:11 — A Ruined Harvest

“Though on the day you plant them you make them grow, and in the morning you
make your seed flourish, yet the harvest will be a heap of ruins in the day of grief and
desperate sorrow.”

The people work.

They plant.

They cultivate.

They encourage growth.
Outwardly:

Things seem successful.
But the harvest collapses.
Why?

The foundational spiritual problem remains:
They forgot God.

Cross References
Hosea 8:7

Those who sow the wind will reap the whirlwind, and what appears to grow will not produce a harvest
capable of sustaining them.



Galatians 6:7

No one can mock God successfully, because whatever a person continually sows is what that person
will eventually reap.

Jeremiah 12:13

People may sow wheat yet harvest thorns, exhausting themselves only to gain nothing because divine
judgment has overtaken their labor.

Spiritual Principle
Visible growth is not the same as lasting fruitfulness.

Key Truth

A flourishing morning does not guarantee a successful harvest.

XIl. THE NATIONS ROAR LIKE THE SEA

Isaiah 17:12 — The Noise of Human Power

“Woe to the raging nations—they roar like the roaring sea! The uproar of the peoples
is like the crashing of mighty waters.”

The nations sound overwhelming.

They are compared to:

Roaring sea.

Crashing waters.

The imagery communicates:

Noise.

Force.

Chaos.

Threat.

Cross References

Psalm 46:6

Nations rage and kingdoms shake, but when God speaks, the earth itself melts before His authority.
Revelation 17:15

In symbolic prophecy, many waters represent peoples, multitudes, nations, and languages.

Luke 21:25



Jesus speaks of nations in distress and people confused by the roaring and tossing of the sea during
times of great upheaval.

Spiritual Principle
Noise is not the same as sovereignty.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

The loudest power in the room is not necessarily the greatest power in the universe.

XI1l. GOD REBUKES THE ROARING
NATIONS

Isaiah 17:13 — Chaff Before the Wind

“Though the nations roar like the roar of many waters, God will rebuke them; they
will flee far away, driven before the wind like chaff on the hills, like tumbleweed
before a whirlwind.”

The contrast is dramatic.

Nations:

Roar.

God:

Rebukes.

Then:

They flee.

What sounded like an unstoppable sea becomes:

Chaff.

Tumbleweed.

Windblown debris.

Cross References

Psalm 83:13

The psalmist asks God to make hostile nations like tumbleweed and chaff driven away by the wind.
Psalm 1:4

The wicked are not firmly rooted but are like chaff that the wind blows away.

Psalm 106:9



God rebuked the Red Sea, dried it up, and led His people through the depths as though they were
crossing dry land.

Spiritual Principle
What overwhelms us may require only one rebuke from God.
Key Truth

The sea has a roar.

God has authority.

XIV. THE EVENING TERROR IS GONE BY
MORNING

Isaiah 17:14 — Sudden Deliverance

“At evening they bring terror, but by morning they are gone. Such is the portion of
those who plunder us, the lot of those who rob us.”

This is one of the chapter's most dramatic endings.
Evening:

Terror.

Morning:

Gone.

The threat appears:
Immediate.
Overwhelming.
Unavoidable.

Then:

God acts.

Cross References
2 Kings 19:35

During the night, the angel of the Lord struck the Assyrian army, and by morning an enormous number
of enemy soldiers lay dead.

Psalm 30:5



Weeping may remain during the night, but joy comes with the morning because God's favor outlasts
temporary sorrow.

Exodus 12:29

At midnight, God acted decisively against Egypt, bringing judgment that changed Israel's
circumstances before another day had fully begun.

Spiritual Principle
God can change circumstances between evening and morning.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Never assume tonight's terror has permission to become tomorrow's reality.

XV. EIGHT GREAT LESSONS FROM ISAIAH
17

1. Powerful Cities Can Fall

Damascus becomes ruins.

Principle:

Human history cannot guarantee future security.

2. God Humbles Both Enemies and His Own People
Aram is judged.
Israel is judged.

Principle:

God's holiness applies His standard impartially.

3. God Preserves a Remnant

A few olives remain.

Principle:
God can preserve His purpose through what appears very small.



4. Judgment Can Turn Eyes Back Toward God

People finally look to:
Their Maker.

Principle:

Some losses expose the idols prosperity allowed us to ignore.

5. Idols Fall

The people stop looking toward the works of their own hands.

Principle:
Nothing we create can replace the One who created us.

6. Forgetting God Produces Empty Labor

Choice vines grow.
The harvest fails.

Principle:
Work without God may produce activity without lasting fruit.

7. God Rules Over Roaring Nations

Their sound is enormous.
His rebuke is greater.

Principle:

Political and military noise never equals divine sovereignty.

8. God Can Remove Terror Overnight

Evening fear becomes morning deliverance.

Principle:

God can change in hours what people thought would last for years.



XVI. WHAT ISAIAH 17 TEACHES ABOUT
DAMASCUS

Damascus had:
History.

Military power.
Royal authority.
Yet:

It becomes ruins.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
No city should interpret longevity as immunity from accountability.

XVII. WHAT ISAIAH 17 TEACHES ABOUT
ISRAEL

Israel is not spared merely because it belongs to the covenant people.
Its glory fades because:

It has forgotten God.

Spiritual Principle

Privilege increases responsibility.

XVII. WHAT ISAIAH 17 TEACHES ABOUT
THE REMNANT

The remnant is pictured as:
A few olives.

Small.

Scattered.

Still present.

Key Truth
God does not need large numbers to preserve His purpose.



XIX. WHAT ISAIAH 17 TEACHES ABOUT
REPENTANCE

\erse 7 says:

People look to:

Their Maker.

Their eyes turn toward:

The Holy One of Israel.

That is repentance.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Repentance is not merely feeling badly about consequences.

It is redirecting the heart toward God.

XX. WHAT ISAIAH 17 TEACHES ABOUT
IDOLATRY

The idols are:

Works of hands.

Works of fingers.

They are human products.

Spiritual Principle

The creator should never bow before what he created.

XXI. WHAT ISAIAH 17 TEACHES ABOUT
FORGETTING GOD

The nation did not necessarily deny that God existed.
It simply:
Forgot Him.

That may be even more searching.



Crawford Bible Study Principle
A life can become practically godless long before the mouth becomes verbally atheistic.

XXI. WHAT ISAIAH 17 TEACHES ABOUT
GOD AS SAVIOR

God is called:
“God your Savior.”
This makes their forgetfulness especially tragic.
They forgot the One who had already rescued them.
Spiritual Principle
Remembering grace protects the heart from wandering.

XX WHAT ISAIAH 17 TEACHES ABOUT
GOD AS ROCK

God is:

The Rock.

The fortress.

Stable.

Reliable.

Strong.

Yet Israel traded the Rock for:

Man-made security.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
Do not abandon the Rock while building temporary walls.

XXIV. WHAT ISAIAH 17 TEACHES ABOUT
WORK

The people:



Plant.

Cultivate.

Produce rapid growth.
Still:

The harvest fails.
Spiritual Principle

Diligence is good, but diligence cannot replace dependence upon God.

XXV. WHAT ISAIAH 17 TEACHES ABOUT
SOWING AND REAPING

The harvest reflects:
The seed.

The spiritual condition.
The judgment.

Key Truth

We eventually meet what we have been planting.

XXVI. WHAT ISAIAH 17 TEACHES ABOUT
THE NATIONS

The nations roar.

God rebukes.

They scatter.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Do not measure nations only by the volume of their threats.

Measure them beneath the authority of God.



XXVII. WHAT ISAIAH 17 TEACHES ABOUT
FEAR

Evening brings terror.

The threat looks overwhelming.

But:

Morning changes everything.

Spiritual Principle

Fear often assumes permanence where God has permitted only temporary trouble.

XXVIII. THE FADING GLORY OF JACOB

Glory can:
Fade.

Strength can:
Thin.
Prosperity can:
Shrink.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
Never turn God's blessings into evidence that you no longer need God.

XXIX. THE OLIVES LEFT AT THE TOP

Only a few remain.
But those few matter.
God sees:

The remnant.
Spiritual Principle

Small does not mean insignificant in God's plan.



XXX. LOOK TO YOUR MAKER

This may be the spiritual center of Isaiah 17.
The people stop looking:

Downward.

Toward idols.

And begin looking:

Upward.

Toward their Maker.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
Healing begins when the eyes return to the One from whom the heart wandered.

XXXI. THE WORK OF THEIR HANDS

Idolatry gives divine value to:

Human production.

Modern idols may not always be statues.
They can include:

Money.

Career.

Influence.

Technology.

Possessions.

Self.

Spiritual Principle

Anything created becomes an idol when it receives the trust belonging to the Creator.

XXXII. FORGOTTEN SAVIOR

The verse does not say:

You never knew Him.



It says:
You forgot Him.
That is a warning especially for people with spiritual history.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
Yesterday's knowledge of God cannot substitute for today's dependence upon God.

XXX, CHOICE VINES, RUINED HARVEST

The vines are:

Choice.

Imported.

Carefully planted.

Humanly impressive.

Yet:

The harvest becomes a heap.

Spiritual Principle

Excellent methods cannot overcome a spiritually corrupted foundation.

XXXIV. ROARING WATERS

The nations sound frightening.
Like:

An ocean storm.

But even an ocean is created.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
Do not confuse the roar of creation with the voice of the Creator.

XXXV. THE REBUKE OF GOD

God does not need:
Another army.

A larger army.



A louder nation.

He rebukes.

They scatter.
Spiritual Principle

Divine authority does not depend upon matching human strength with greater human strength.

XXXVI. EVENING AND MORNING

This is one of the chapter's great contrasts.
Evening:

Terror.

Morning:

Deliverance.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
Always leave room in your fear for what God may do before morning.

XXXVII. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FOR
PERSONAL STUDY

Question 1
What city is the main subject at the beginning of Isaiah 17?

Damascus.

Question 2

What happens to Damascus?

It is reduced from a functioning city to ruins.

Question 3
What happens to Ephraim's strength?

Its fortress and glory disappear.



Question 4

How does Isaiah describe Jacob's decline?

His glory fades and he becomes like a body growing thin.

Question 5

What agricultural picture describes Israel's judgment?

A field being harvested until almost nothing remains.

Question 6

What second picture describes the remnant?

An olive tree with only a few olives remaining after being beaten.

Question 7
What do people finally do in verse 7?

They look to their Maker and turn their eyes toward the Holy One of Israel.

Question 8
What do they stop looking toward?

Man-made altars, Asherah poles, and other objects of false worship.

Question 9

What was Israel's deeper spiritual sin?

They forgot God their Savior and failed to remember the Rock who was their fortress.

Question 10
What happens to the carefully planted vines?

They may appear to grow at first, but the final harvest becomes ruin.

Question 11

How are the nations described?

Like roaring seas and crashing mighty waters.

Question 12

What happens when God rebukes them?

They flee and scatter like chaff before the wind.



Question 13

How quickly can the threatening situation change?

The enemy may bring terror in the evening and be gone by morning.

Question 14

What is one of the main lessons of the chapter?

Human strength, idols, labor, and national power cannot replace trust in God.

XXXVII. PERSONAL APPLICATION

Isaiah 17 asks several searching questions.

What Have | Forgotten?

Have | forgotten:
God's faithfulness?
Past deliverance?
His provision?

His warnings?

Am | Looking to My Maker?
Or mostly looking toward:

My resources?

My plans?

Other people?

What Is the Work of My Hands That | Am Tempted to Trust?
Money?

Career?

Property?

Ministry?

Reputation?

Skill?



Am | Depending on the Rock?

Or building substitute fortresses?

Am | Working Without God?

Am | planting excellent vines while spiritually forgetting the One who gives the harvest?

What Am | Sowing?

What kind of harvest will my present choices produce?

What Nations or Powers Sound Too Loud to Me?

Have | forgotten that God can rebuke the roar?

What Is Frightening Me Tonight?

Can | leave room for what God may do by morning?

XXXIX. ACRAWFORD BIBLE STUDY
PRINCIPLE

“When You Forget the Rock, Even the Best-Planted Vineyard
Can Become a Ruined Harvest”

Israel worked.
Planted.
Cultivated.
But:

Forgot God.
Principle:

Human effort becomes spiritually empty when dependence upon God disappears.

XL. THE CITY THAT COULD NOT LAST

Damascus looked established.
Yet God announced:

Ruins.



Spiritual Principle
Nothing earthly possesses permanence simply because it has existed for generations.

XLI. THE ALLIANCE THAT COLLAPSED

Aram and Ephraim once frightened Judah.
Now:
Their own glory fades.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Never fear an alliance more than the God who controls its lifespan.

XLII. THE REMNANT ON THE BRANCH

Two or three olives.

Four or five.

Almost nothing.

Yet:

Not nothing.

Spiritual Principle

God's promises are not endangered by small numbers.

XLI. FROM IDOLS TO THE MAKER

This is the right movement:
From:

Created.

To:

Creator.

From:

Hands.

To:

The Holy One.



Crawford Bible Study Principle
Repentance begins when we stop asking creation to do the work of the Creator.

XLIV. FORGETTING THE SAVIOR

Forgetfulness is dangerous because it happens quietly.
Nobody wakes one morning intending:

I will forget God today.

It happens through:

Distraction.

Prosperity.

Busyness.

Self-confidence.

Spiritual Principle

Remembering God requires deliberate spiritual attention.

XLV. THE ROCK AND THE VINEYARD

Israel forgets:

The Rock.

Then tries to build security through:
Vines.

But agricultural success cannot replace spiritual stability.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
Do not trade the Rock beneath your feet for fruit that grows only for a season.

XLVI. THE ROARING NATIONS

Human power often announces itself loudly.
God does not need to shout louder.

He simply:

Rebukes.



Spiritual Principle
Authority does not have to compete with noise.

XLVII. CHAFF ON THE HILLS

The mighty nations become:
Weightless.

Rootless.

Driven.

This is the opposite of how they first appeared.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

God can turn what looks like a mountain into chaff.

XLVIII. TERROR AT EVENING

Evening can magnify fear.
Darkness makes threats feel larger.
But Isaiah says:

Wait until morning.

Spiritual Principle
Do not make permanent conclusions in temporary darkness.

XLIX. FIVE GREAT MOVEMENTS IN
ISAIAH 17

1. Collapse

Damascus falls.

2. Reduction

Israel becomes weak.



3. Remnant

A few remain.

4. Return

Eyes turn toward the Maker.

5. Rebuke

God scatters the roaring nations.

Key Truth

God uses judgment to expose false security, preserve a remnant, turn hearts back toward
Himself, and demonstrate His authority over nations.

L. FINAL APPLICATION

Isaiah Chapter 17 begins with:
A city falling.

It ends with:

Nations disappearing.
Between those two scenes God reveals one central issue:
Where are people looking?
Damascus looks toward:

Its power.

Israel looks toward:

Its idols.

The people look toward:
Their own works.

They plant:

Choice vines.

They invest.

They cultivate.

They work.

But they forget:



God their Savior.
The Rock.
Their Fortress.
That is one of the most dangerous spiritual conditions possible.
You can be:
Busy.
Productive.
Religious.
Successful.
And still:
Forget God.
Isaiah therefore says:
“In that day people will look to their Maker.”
That is where restoration begins.
Look again toward:
Your Maker.
Your Savior.
Your Rock.
Your Fortress.
Stop asking man-made things to carry divine weight.
Your:
Money.
Job.
Home.
Government.
Relationships.
Abilities.
Technology.
Possessions.

Are not the Rock.



God is.

Isaiah also gives hope through the remnant.

Almost everything may appear stripped away.

Only:

A few olives remain.

Do not despise them.

God can preserve His purpose through what survives.

Then come the nations.

They roar like:

A storming ocean.

They sound unstoppable.

But God rebukes them.

And suddenly:

Chaff.

Tumbleweed.

Gone.

The chapter closes with one of its greatest encouragements:
“At evening they bring terror, but by morning they are gone.”

Some troubles can change quickly.

Some threats that keep you awake tonight may look completely different tomorrow.

Therefore:

Do not worship tonight's fear.

Do not forget your Savior.

Do not abandon the Rock.

Do not trust the works of your hands.

Look to your Maker.

And remember:

The nations may roar.

God still speaks.



Closing Prayer

Heavenly Father,

You are our Maker.

You are our Savior.

You are our Rock.

You are our Fortress.

Forgive us for forgetting You.

Forgive us when our lives become so filled with:
Work.

Plans.

Possessions.

Responsibilities.

Success.

That we stop depending upon You.

Turn our eyes back toward You.

Help us look away from every idol.
Anything made by:

Human hands.

Human intelligence.

Human power.

Human ambition.

Keep us from asking created things to become our salvation.
Father, thank You for preserving a remnant.
When circumstances leave only:

A few olives.

A small beginning.

A little strength.

Help us not despise what remains.

Show us what You can do with it.



Father, bless our work.

But keep our work from becoming our god.
When we plant:

Give us humility.

When we harvest:

Give us gratitude.

When the harvest fails:

Keep our faith anchored in You.

Father, when nations roar:

Remind us that You reign.

When the world sounds chaotic:

Remind us that You can rebuke the waters.
When threats appear overwhelming:
Remind us that they can become chaff before Your breath.
And when evening brings terror:

Give us enough faith to wait for morning.
May we never forget:

You are still God in the night.

You are still God in the morning.

You are still our Rock.

In Jesus' name,

Amen.

Key Verse

“In that day people will look to their Maker, and their eyes will turn to the Holy One
of Israel.” — lIsaiah 17:7

Central Truth

God humbles Damascus and Israel because political strength, idolatry, human achievement, and
self-reliance cannot save, yet He preserves a remnant, turns hearts back toward their Maker, and
proves that roaring nations become powerless when the sovereign Lord rebukes them.



Isalah 17 in One Sentence

Isaiah announces the fall of Damascus and the weakening of Israel, pictures a small remnant
surviving like olives left after harvest, calls people back from man-made idols to their Maker and
Savior, warns that labor without remembering God ends in sorrow, and declares that the roaring
nations scatter like chaff when God rebukes them.



