
Galatians Chapter 2 

A Deep Expository Study: The Gospel Confirmed, the 
Apostle Confronted, and the Cross That Ends All Boasting 

 

Introduction to Galatians Chapter 2 

The Gospel Tested by Council, Challenged by Hypocrisy, and 
Secured in the Death of Christ 

Galatians chapter 2 is the continuation and intensification of Paul's defense of the 
gospel he began in chapter 1. Where chapter 1 established the divine origin of Paul's 
message and apostleship, chapter 2 tests that gospel against the most severe pressures a 
message and its messenger can face: the scrutiny of respected leadership, the pull of 
social fear, and the deep human instinct toward religious self-justification. 

The chapter moves from biography into theology and from history into the very heart of 
what it means to be saved. By the time Paul reaches verse 20, we are no longer reading 
an argument -- we are reading a confession of the most personal and cosmic kind. "I 
have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me." The gospel is 
not merely a doctrinal position Paul holds. It is the reality in which he now exists. 

Chapter 2 is also the chapter where Paul's courage becomes most visible. He stood 
before the Jerusalem pillars and did not yield. He stood before Peter and opposed him 
to his face. Paul did not pick these fights for the sake of argument. He picked them 
because the truth of the gospel was hanging in the balance, and when the gospel is at 
stake, no relationship, no reputation, and no authority can be placed above it. 

The Setting Behind the Chapter 

Chapter 2 unfolds across two geographical locations and two confrontations. The first is 
Jerusalem, where Paul brings his gospel before the recognized apostolic leaders -- 
James, Peter, and John -- not to receive their approval, but to ensure that the mission to 
the Gentiles would not be undermined. The second is Antioch, the cosmopolitan city 
where Jew and Gentile believers had been eating together freely, until a delegation from 
Jerusalem arrived and Peter's courage collapsed under their pressure. 

The Three Major Movements of the Chapter 

The chapter unfolds through three distinct and escalating arguments. First, Paul 
recounts his Jerusalem consultation, where the gospel was tested by the apostolic pillars 
and found to need no additions -- and where Paul's refusal to circumcise Titus became a 
line-in-the-sand moment for the freedom of the gospel. Second, Paul recounts his 
confrontation with Peter at Antioch. Third, Paul delivers what is arguably the most 



compressed and powerful statement of justification by faith in all of Scripture, 
culminating in the declaration that Christ lives in him and that a return to law-keeping 
would render the death of Christ pointless. 

 

Opening Prayer 

Heavenly Father, as we open Galatians chapter 2, we come before You aware that this 
chapter will require more than intellectual attention. It will require honesty -- about 
the ways we, like Peter, sometimes compromise the gospel not through what we preach 
but through what we practice; about the ways we add conditions to acceptance that 
You have never required; about the ways we trust in religious identity and moral 
performance more than we trust in the finished work of the cross. 

Lord, let us feel the weight of Paul's confrontation in Antioch. He did not oppose Peter 
because he enjoyed conflict. He opposed him because souls were at stake. Give us that 
same clarity. And Father, as we come to verse 20, let us read it not as ancient theology 
but as living truth. "I have been crucified with Christ." Let that truth expose every place 
in our hearts where we are still trying to live before You on the basis of our own merit. 
In Jesus' name, Amen. 

 

 

Galatians 2:1-10 -- The Gospel Examined and 
Confirmed 

Then after fourteen years, I went up again to Jerusalem, this time with Barnabas. I 
took Titus along also. I went in response to a revelation and, meeting privately with 
those who seemed to be leaders, I presented to them the gospel that I preach among 
the Gentiles. I wanted to be sure I was not running and had not been running my 
race in vain. Yet not even Titus, who was with me, was compelled to be circumcised, 
even though he was a Greek. This matter arose because some false brothers had 
infiltrated our ranks to spy on the freedom we have in Christ Jesus and to make us 
slaves. We did not give in to them for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might 
be preserved for you. As for those who were held in high esteem -- whatever they 
were makes no difference to me; God does not show favoritism -- they added nothing 
to my message. On the contrary, they recognized that I had been entrusted with the 
task of preaching the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been to the 
circumcised. James, Cephas and John, those esteemed as pillars, gave me and 
Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when they recognized the grace given to me. 
They agreed that we should go to the Gentiles, and they to the circumcised. All they 
asked was that we should continue to remember the poor, the very thing I had been 
eager to do all along. 

 

IN SIMPLE AMERICAN ENGLISH 

Fourteen years later I went back to Jerusalem, this time with Barnabas, and I 
brought Titus along too. I went because God directed me to go, not because 
anyone summoned me. I met privately with the key leaders and laid out the 



gospel I had been preaching to the Gentiles. I wanted to make sure we were all on 
the same page so my work would not be undermined later. Now here is 
something worth noting: nobody made Titus get circumcised, even though he was 
a Greek. There were some troublemakers who had sneaked into our group 
specifically to spy on the freedom we have in Christ and try to drag us back into 
religious bondage. We did not give them an inch -- not for a single hour -- 
because the truth of the gospel was on the line. As for the big names in 
Jerusalem, the so-called pillars, honestly their reputation does not change 
anything for me, because God does not play favorites. They had nothing to add to 
my message. James, Peter, and John shook my hand and endorsed the work 
Barnabas and I were doing. The only thing they asked was that we take care of the 
poor -- which was already something I was eager to do. 

 

The Context 

Fourteen years have passed since Paul's first visit to Jerusalem in chapter 1. Paul is not a 
new convert any longer. He is a seasoned apostle who has already planted churches, 
suffered for the gospel, and preached to the Gentile world with tremendous fruit. He 
goes to Jerusalem not because his gospel needs verification -- he has already established 
that it came by divine revelation -- but because a divided mission would be catastrophic. 
The phrase "in response to a revelation" is crucial. Paul does not go because he was 
summoned. He goes because God directed him to go. 

The Test Case of Titus 

Paul does not bring Titus to Jerusalem by accident. Titus is a Greek, an uncircumcised 
Gentile believer -- a living embodiment of the gospel Paul preaches: a man fully 
accepted by God, fully indwelt by the Spirit, fully a member of the body of Christ, 
without any submission to Jewish ritual requirements. The false brothers wanted to use 
Titus as a test case. If Paul consented to Titus's circumcision, the precedent would be 
set: Gentiles must enter the Jewish door to reach the Christian table. Paul refused. He 
did not yield "for a moment." To circumcise Titus would be to say that Christ plus 
circumcision is the required formula for salvation. And that is no gospel at all. 

What the Pillars Contributed: Nothing 

The pillars -- James, Peter, and John -- added nothing to Paul's message. They did not 
correct it. They did not supplement it. They recognized the grace given to Paul, extended 
the right hand of fellowship, and asked only for one thing: remembrance of the poor. 
The confirmation from Jerusalem is significant not because Paul's gospel needed their 
approval, but because their agreement is evidence that the apostolic witness is unified. 
There was one gospel, preached by different men to different audiences, and its content 
was the same. 

Key Observations 

• Paul's visit to Jerusalem was directed by divine revelation, not human 
summons -- even strategic consultation is subject to God's initiative. 



• Titus's uncircumcised presence was a theological statement: Gentile 
believers are fully accepted in Christ without Jewish ritual requirements. 

• The false brothers' goal was to spy on and enslave believers -- false 
teaching always aims at the bondage of those it claims to help. 

• Paul did not yield for a single moment because a small concession on the 
ground of justification is never small. 

• The Jerusalem pillars added nothing to Paul's message -- confirming 
that the apostolic gospel is complete and unified. 

 

 

Galatians 2:11-14 -- The Confrontation at Antioch 
When Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood 
condemned. For before certain people came from James, he used to eat with the 
Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from 
the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group. 
The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas 
was led astray. When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the 
gospel, I said to Cephas in front of them all: You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile 
and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs? 

 

IN SIMPLE AMERICAN ENGLISH 

When Peter came to Antioch, I confronted him directly -- because he was clearly 
in the wrong and he knew it. Here is what happened: before some people arrived 
from James's circle in Jerusalem, Peter had been eating freely with the Gentile 
believers, no problem at all. But the moment those guys showed up, he backed 
away and started separating himself from the Gentiles. Why? Because he was 
afraid of what the circumcision crowd would think of him. And it was not just 
Peter -- the other Jewish believers followed his lead right into the same 
hypocrisy. It even dragged Barnabas along with them. When I saw that they were 
not walking straight with the truth of the gospel, I called Peter out in front of 
everyone: You are a Jew, but you have been living like a Gentile and dropped the 
Jewish separation rules yourself a long time ago. So why are you now pressuring 
the Gentiles to follow Jewish customs? 

 

The Context 

If the Jerusalem consultation demonstrated that the gospel can withstand doctrinal 
scrutiny, the Antioch confrontation demonstrates something harder: the gospel must 
also withstand the test of how we actually live and who we actually eat with. Antioch was 
the great cosmopolitan church of early Christianity, a place where Jewish and Gentile 
believers had broken through the ancient wall of division and were sharing meals 
together as equals before God. In the ancient world, table fellowship was one of the most 



powerful social signals of belonging and acceptance. To eat with someone was to say: 
you are my equal, my kin, my people. Peter had been eating freely with the Gentile 
believers. He knew the theology. Then the delegation from James arrived, and Peter's 
behavior changed. 

The Anatomy of Peter's Failure 

Peter did not change his theology explicitly. He simply stopped eating with the Gentiles. 
He withdrew. He separated himself. And the message his behavior communicated was 
clear to everyone watching: these people are not quite the same. Paul names what this 
was with precision: hypocrisy. The Greek word hupokrites originally described an actor 
playing a role that is not genuinely their own. Peter was performing a version of himself 
that did not match what he actually believed. And the consequences cascaded. The other 
Jewish believers joined him. Then Barnabas was led astray. This is the nature of 
leadership failure: it does not stay contained to the leader. It spreads. 

"Not Acting in Line with the Truth of the Gospel" 

Paul's diagnosis is the key phrase: they were "not acting in line with the truth of the 
gospel." The Greek word is orthopodeo, literally meaning to walk straight, to be in 
alignment. Peter was walking crookedly relative to the straight line of the gospel. The 
gospel is not only something you believe and preach. It is something you live. When 
Peter withdrew from the Gentile table, he functionally preached that the dividing wall 
was still standing -- regardless of what he would have said if asked to articulate his 
doctrine. 

Key Observations 

• Peter's failure was behavioral, not doctrinal -- his conduct contradicted 
what he believed and had previously practiced. 

• Fear of human opinion was the root cause -- people-pleasing and gospel 
faithfulness cannot coexist. 

• Leadership failure never stays contained to the leader -- it draws others 
in, including those who should know better. 

• The gospel is not only something to be believed; it is something to be 
embodied in how we treat one another across every human dividing line. 

• Paul's willingness to oppose Peter proves that faithfulness to the gospel 
overrides every human relationship and institutional loyalty. 

 

 

Galatians 2:15-21 -- Justification by Faith, Not by 
the Works of the Law 

We who are Jews by birth and not sinful Gentiles know that a person is not justified 
by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in 



Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the 
law, because by the works of the law no one will be justified. But if, in seeking to be 
justified in Christ, we Jews find ourselves also among the sinners, doesn't that mean 
that Christ promotes sin? Absolutely not! If I rebuild what I destroyed, then I really 
would be a lawbreaker. For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for 
God. I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The 
life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me. I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be 
gained through the law, Christ died for nothing! 

 

IN SIMPLE AMERICAN ENGLISH 

We are Jews by birth, not the kind of people the law labeled as Gentile outsiders. 
And yet even we know that nobody gets right with God by keeping the law. It only 
happens through faith in Jesus Christ. That is exactly why we put our trust in 
Christ -- so we could be justified by faith, not by law-keeping, because the law 
simply cannot do that job for anyone. Now someone might ask: if we Jews are 
seeking justification in Christ just like the Gentiles, does that make us sinners 
too? Does Christ somehow encourage sin by leveling the playing field? Absolutely 
not. If I start rebuilding the religious system I already tore down, I am the one 
creating the real problem. Here is the reality: through the law itself I died to the 
law, so that I could live fully for God. My old self was crucified with Christ. It is 
no longer me running the show -- Christ lives in me now. The life I am living right 
now in this body, I am living by faith in the Son of God, who loved me personally 
and gave Himself specifically for me. I refuse to throw away the grace of God. 
Because if keeping the law could make us right with God, then Christ died for 
absolutely nothing -- and that is unthinkable. 

 

The Context 

What began as a report of a confrontation in Antioch has now become the most 
concentrated theological argument in the letter so far. Paul moves from the specific case 
of Peter's hypocrisy to the universal principle that underlies it: no one is justified before 
God by works of the law. Justification is by faith in Jesus Christ alone. And this is not a 
minor point of doctrine. It is the hinge on which everything turns. 

The Meaning of Justification 

The word "justified" (Greek: dikaioo) is a legal term drawn from the courtroom. To be 
justified is to be declared righteous -- to have a verdict of "not guilty" pronounced over 
you by the judge. The critical question is: on what basis does God issue that verdict? 
Paul's answer is unambiguous and repeated three times for emphasis: not by works of 
the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. 

"I Have Been Crucified with Christ" 

Verse 20 is one of the most profound statements in all of Scripture. To be crucified with 
Christ is to have the old self, the self that was defined by its own striving and merit and 



identity before God, put to death. Not metaphorically. Spiritually, covenantally, and 
with permanent effect. But death is not the end of the sentence. "Christ lives in me." My 
standing before God is no longer a question about my performance. It is a question 
about Christ's performance. And His record is perfect, complete, and eternally 
sufficient. 

"Who Loved Me and Gave Himself for Me" 

In the middle of this cosmic theological declaration, Paul does something deeply 
personal. He does not say "who loved the world." He says "who loved me and gave 
himself for me." The particularity is essential. Christ's death was an act of personal, 
particular love directed at Paul -- the persecutor, the destroyer. This is how every 
believer must ultimately receive the gospel -- not merely as a general truth about the 
world but as a specific, personal, named gift. The Son of God loved you. He gave Himself 
for you. 

"Christ Died for Nothing" 

The chapter ends with a statement of devastating simplicity. If righteousness could be 
attained through law-keeping, then Christ died for nothing. The Greek word is dorean -- 
"without cause," "needlessly." To trust in law-keeping for justification is a position that, 
if carried to its conclusion, empties the cross of all meaning. And an empty cross is not a 
different version of Christianity -- it is the end of Christianity. 

Key Observations 

• Justification is a legal declaration of righteousness, not a gradual process 
-- it rests entirely on the work of Christ received by faith. 

• The law was never designed to justify; it was designed to reveal sin and 
point toward Christ. 

• "I have been crucified with Christ" is not poetic language -- it is the most 
fundamental reality of the believer's new existence. 

• "Who loved me and gave himself for me" models how the universal gospel 
must become a personal reality in every believer. 

• If righteousness comes through the law, Christ's death was pointless -
- a conclusion so unbearable it proves righteousness cannot come through the 
law. 

 

 

What This Means for Us Today 

1. The Gospel Must Be Defended Both in Word and in 
Practice 

Peter's failure in Antioch is a permanent warning to every generation of believers. It is 



possible to hold the correct doctrine of justification by faith while living in a way that 
functionally contradicts it. When we create social hierarchies in our churches that 
elevate certain ethnic, cultural, or class backgrounds above others, we are doing what 
Peter did. The gospel does not only need to be preached correctly. It needs to be lived 
truthfully. 

2. Fear of Other People Is One of the Most Dangerous Forces 
in the Church 

The fear that drives gospel compromise is rarely the fear of physical harm. It is the fear 
of disapproval, of social exclusion, of being thought backward or divisive. Paul's example 
is the antidote: when what people will think of you comes into direct conflict with what 
the gospel requires of you, the gospel wins. Every time. Without exception. 

3. You Cannot Add to Christ's Work Without Subtracting from 
It 

Grace by definition cannot be partially earned. If your standing before God depends in 
any measure on what you have done -- your religious performance, your moral record, 
your spiritual disciplines -- then it does not depend on Christ alone. Every religious 
system that places human contribution alongside the finished work of the cross is, at 
bottom, the Galatian error wearing contemporary clothing. 

4. The Crucified Life Is Not the Defeated Life 

"I have been crucified with Christ" can sound like loss. But Paul does not finish the 
sentence there. Christ lives in me. The crucifixion of the old self is the prerequisite for 
the emergence of the new life -- the life that does not need to perform for approval 
because it already has God's verdict, the life that is free to love others without 
calculation. The crucified life is the only truly free life. 

5. The Gospel Must Become Personal, Not Just Doctrinal 

There is a way of knowing the gospel that keeps it at a safe doctrinal distance without 
ever allowing it to become a personal truth that reorganizes everything. Paul did not 
merely know that Christ died for sinners. He knew that Christ died for him. Until the 
gospel becomes that personal, that specific, that intimate, it has not fully done its work. 

6. Empty Cross Theology Is Not Christianity 

When the gospel is reduced to moral teaching and Jesus becomes primarily an ethical 
example, the cross becomes a symbol of courage rather than an act of atonement. A 
church that cannot explain why Jesus had to die does not have the gospel, no matter 
how many other true things it affirms. 

 



How This Relates to Today 

Galatians 2 speaks into the contemporary church with an urgency that has not 
diminished in two thousand years. The structural pressure that Peter faced in Antioch -- 
the desire to maintain standing within a respected religious community at the cost of 
gospel consistency -- is the pressure every believer faces in some form. 

The theological conclusion of the chapter -- "I have been crucified with Christ" -- is 
perhaps the most countercultural statement in all of Christian Scripture. The age in 
which we live is saturated with the project of self-construction: building, curating, and 
projecting an identity that earns approval. The gospel declares that the self doing that 
project is the self that needed to die. And the life available on the other side of that death 
is more real, more free, and more secure than anything the self-construction project 
could ever produce. 

 

 

 

Closing Prayer 

Heavenly Father, we thank You for Galatians chapter 2, which reveals not only the 
theology of the gospel but the courage the gospel demands and the transformation the 
gospel produces. We thank You for Paul's refusal to yield to the false brothers -- not for 
a single moment -- so that the freedom of the gospel might be preserved for us and for 
every generation that follows. 

Lord, convict us where we, like Peter, have been walking out of step with the truth of 
the gospel. Where we have created distance between ourselves and those You have 
accepted, forgive us and restore us. Where we have let the fear of human opinion 
override the demands of gospel faithfulness, break the power of that fear with the 
reality that we already have the one verdict that matters -- Your righteousness 
declared over us in Christ. 



Let the truth of verse 20 become the living center of how we understand ourselves. We 
have been crucified with Christ. The old self is dead. And Christ lives in us. To Him be 
the glory -- not divided, not shared with our merit -- but His alone, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 


