
Introduction to Romans Chapter 3 

Romans chapter 3 brings Paul’s prosecuting argument to its climax. In chapters 1 and 2, he has 

exposed the guilt of the Gentile world and dismantled the false security of the religious Jew. 

Now, in chapter 3, the Apostle gathers all humanity into one sweeping conclusion: every mouth 

is silenced, and the whole world stands guilty before God. 

In Epistle to the Romans chapter 3, Paul anticipates objections. If the Jews were entrusted with 

the oracles of God, what advantage is there? If human unfaithfulness abounds, does that nullify 

God’s faithfulness? Paul answers decisively—God remains true even when every person is a 

liar. Divine covenant faithfulness is not dependent upon human consistency. 

The first half of the chapter (vv. 1–20) functions like a courtroom summation. Paul strings 

together a catena of Old Testament citations to demonstrate universal depravity: 

● “There is none righteous, not even one.” 

● “There is none who understands.” 

● “There is none who seeks for God.” 

Sin is not merely behavioral; it is comprehensive. It affects mind, will, speech, and conduct. The 

Law, rather than justifying, exposes transgression. Its purpose is revelatory, not salvific. It 

closes every avenue of self-justification. 

Then, beginning in verse 21, the tone shifts dramatically. After the dark backdrop of human guilt 

comes one of the most glorious phrases in Scripture: “But now…” A new manifestation of 

righteousness appears—apart from the Law, yet witnessed by the Law and the Prophets. This 

righteousness is granted through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. 

Romans 3 introduces the theological heart of the gospel: 

● Justification — God declaring the sinner righteous. 

● Redemption — deliverance through the price paid by Christ. 

● Propitiation — the satisfaction of divine wrath through Christ’s atoning sacrifice. 

Here Paul lays the doctrinal foundation for the Reformation cry of sola fide—justification by faith 

alone. Human boasting is excluded. Salvation is not earned; it is received. 

Romans chapter 3 therefore serves as the hinge of the entire epistle. It moves from 

condemnation to justification, from guilt to grace, from courtroom indictment to gospel 

proclamation. Before this chapter ends, the reader understands that the only hope for Jew and 

Gentile alike is the righteousness of God given through faith in Christ. 



The verdict is universal guilt. 

The remedy is divine righteousness. 

The means is faith. 

Father, 

As we come to Romans chapter 3, quiet our hearts before Your truth. We confess that apart 

from You, we stand guilty and in need of mercy. Remove every trace of pride and self-reliance 

from us. 

Thank You that where sin abounds, Your grace abounds even more. Open our eyes to the glory 

of Your righteousness revealed through faith in Jesus Christ. Help us to understand the depth of 

our need and the greatness of Your salvation. 

Let this Word lead us from conviction to gratitude, from humility to worship. In Jesus’ name, 

Amen. 

Commentary: 

Romans 3:1 

"What advantage, then, is there in being a Jew, or what value is there in circumcision?" 

 

The Context: 

Paul has just spent all of Chapter 2 tearing down the "religious security blanket." He said that 

having the Bible doesn't save you and that physical rituals (like circumcision) don't matter if your 

heart is messy. 

Naturally, his readers are going to have a "Wait a minute!" moment. They are thinking: “If being 

religious doesn’t give me a head start, and if God looks at everyone’s heart anyway, then why 

did God give us the Law in the first place? Was being part of the 'chosen people' just a waste of 

time?” Paul asks this question on their behalf to show he understands their frustration before he 

gives them the answer. 

The Meaning of "Advantage" and "Value": 

In modern American English, we might say, "So, what’s the point of church?" or "Is there any 

benefit to growing up with the Bible?" Paul is addressing the tension between special privilege 

and equal accountability: 

● "What Advantage" (Perisson): This word means "excess" or "super-abundance." He's 

asking if the Jewish people have any "extra" spiritual capital in the bank. 



● "What Value": This is about the "profit" of religious tradition. If the "outsider" can be 

right with God (as he said in 2:26), does the "insider" have any actual edge? 

The Core Lesson: 

Knowing the truth is a massive advantage, but it’s not a "Get Out of Jail Free" card. Paul is 

teaching us that heritage is a gift, not a guarantee. He wants us to see that having access to 

God's Word is a huge blessing because it points us in the right direction, but that blessing 

becomes a burden if we don't actually follow it. He is distinguishing between the tools we are 

given (religion) and the result God wants (faith). 

 

The Illustration: The Head Start 

Imagine two runners about to run a marathon. 

The first runner was born into a family of world-class athletes. He was given the best running 

shoes, a personalized training plan, a professional coach, and a map of the entire course. He 

has a massive "advantage." 

The second runner is wearing old sneakers and has never seen the course map. He’s starting 

from zero. 

If the first runner has all those tools but decides to sit on the curb and eat a burger while the 

race starts, his "advantage" doesn't help him win. In fact, if the second runner starts running and 

gives it everything he’s got, he will finish while the "privileged" runner fails. 

Romans 3:1 is Paul addressing the guy with the fancy shoes who is asking, "If the shoes don't 

automatically make me the winner, was there any point in getting them?" Paul’s answer is: "Of 

course there was! They are great shoes! But you still have to run the race." 

Commentary: 

Romans 3:2 

"Much in every way! First of all, the Jews have been entrusted with the very words of God." 

 

The Context: 

Paul doesn't hesitate. To the question, "Is there any point to religion?" he shouts, "Absolutely!" 

He wants to make sure his readers don't throw the baby out with the bathwater. Even though he 

just spent a whole chapter saying that a religious "label" won't save a hypocrite, he now admits 



that the Jewish people were given something of infinite value. They weren't just given a 

"tradition"; they were given the Oracle—the actual voice of the Creator captured in writing. 

The Meaning of "Much in Every Way" and "Entrusted": 

In modern American English, we might say, "It’s a huge deal" or "You’ve been given the keys to 

the vault." Paul highlights the weight of this privilege: 

● "Much in Every Way": Paul is saying the benefits are too many to count. History, 

culture, and ethics all matter. 

● "Entrusted" (Episteuthēsan): This is a heavy word. It means to be given a "sacred 

deposit." God didn't just "show" them the truth; He made them the guardians of it. They 

were the world's librarians for the truth about life. 

● "The Very Words of God" (Logia): This refers to the Old Testament. While the rest of 

the world was guessing what God was like, the Jews had the "Transcript." They had the 

blueprints for how the universe actually works. 

The Core Lesson: 

Having the Bible is the greatest advantage a person can have, but it comes with the greatest 

responsibility. Paul is teaching us that Revelation is a Gift, not a Trophy. Being "entrusted" 

with God’s Word isn't something to brag about; it’s a job to do. It teaches us that knowing the 

truth gives us a "head start" in understanding life, even if that knowledge alone doesn't fix our 

hearts. 

 

The Illustration: The Map in the Dark 

Imagine a group of people lost in a massive, dark forest at night. They are all stumbling over 

roots, hitting trees, and walking in circles. They are all equally "lost." 

One person in the group suddenly finds a high-quality map and a flashlight in their backpack. 

Does the map automatically teleport them out of the forest? No. They are still physically in the 

dark, just like everyone else. If they just sit there and look at the map without moving, they will 

stay lost. 

But does that person have an "advantage"? Much in every way! They have the "entrusted" 

information. They know where the cliffs are, where the river is, and which direction leads to the 

light. They have the "Words" that explain the reality of the forest. 

Romans 3:2 is Paul saying: "The Bible is the Map and the Flashlight. Having it doesn't mean 

you've already reached the finish line, but it means you're the only one who isn't just guessing 

which way to go." 



Commentary: 

Romans 3:3–4 

"What if some were unfaithful? Will their unfaithfulness nullify God’s faithfulness? Not at all! Let 

God be true, and every human being a liar. As it is written: 'So that you may be proved right 

when you speak and prevail when you judge.'" 

 

The Context: 

Paul is anticipating a very "human" argument. Someone might say, "Wait, Paul. You said the 

Jews were 'entrusted' with God’s words, but look at them! Many have been unfaithful and 

rejected the message. If the people God chose failed so badly, doesn't that mean God’s plan 

failed? Doesn't their mess-up make God look unreliable?" 

Paul shuts this down with the strongest possible Greek negative (Mē genoito), which is basically 

"No way!" or "God forbid!" He explains that human failure doesn't break God's promises. In 

fact, when we fail, it only highlights how perfect and "true" God really is by comparison. 

The Meaning of "Nullify" and "Let God Be True": 

In modern American English, we might say, "Just because you broke your end of the deal 

doesn't mean God is going to break His." Paul uses a sharp contrast: 

● "Nullify" (Katargēsei): To make something useless, void, or out of business. Paul is 

saying God isn't "put out of business" by our mistakes. 

● "Let God Be True": Even if the entire human race voted that 2+2=5, God is still the 

"Truth" that says it's 4. His reality isn't up for debate. 

● "Proved Right... and Prevail": Paul quotes King David (Psalm 51). David had 

committed terrible sins, but when he confessed, he admitted that God was perfectly 

"right" to judge him. Our sin doesn't stain God; it acts as a dark backdrop that makes His 

light look even brighter. 

The Core Lesson: 

God’s character is independent of ours. Paul is teaching us that God is not a reflection of His 

followers. If a "Christian" acts like a jerk, it doesn't mean Jesus is a jerk; it means the person is 

failing to follow Him. It teaches us that God’s faithfulness is a rock-solid foundation that stays 

put even when we are shaking. 

 



The Illustration: The Broken Compass 

Imagine a captain is given a perfect, high-precision compass to guide his ship across the ocean. 

The compass is "the truth"—it always points North. 

If the captain gets drunk, ignores the compass, and crashes the ship into the rocks, does that 

mean the compass was "broken"? Does his failure "nullify" the accuracy of the magnetic North? 

Of course not. In fact, when the investigators find the wreckage and look at the compass, they 

will see it was still pointing North the whole time. The crash actually "proves" the compass was 

right and the captain was wrong. The captain’s "unfaithfulness" to the map didn't change the 

geography of the world; it just proved he was a "liar" for saying he knew where he was going. 

Romans 3:3–4 is Paul saying: "God gave us the 'Compass' of His Word. If we ignore it and 

crash our lives, don't blame the Compass. Our failures only prove that the Compass was telling 

the truth the whole time." 

Commentary: 

Romans 3:5–6 

"But if our unrighteousness brings out God’s righteousness more clearly, what shall we say? 

That God is unjust in bringing his wrath on us? (I am using a human argument.) Certainly not! If 

that were so, how could God judge the world?" 

 

The Context: 

Paul is now dealing with a "clever" but dangerous twist in logic. After just saying that our failure 

makes God’s faithfulness look even better (like a dark background makes a diamond shine), he 

knows someone is going to try to use that as a "Get Out of Jail Free" card. 

The argument goes like this: "If my sinning actually helps God’s reputation by making Him look 

perfectly holy and patient, then I’m basically doing Him a favor! Why should He punish me for 

helping Him look good?" Paul calls this a "human argument"—meaning it’s the kind of distorted, 

self-serving logic we use to avoid taking responsibility. 

The Meaning of "Brings Out" and "How Could God Judge": 

In modern American English, we might say, "You’re twisting my words" or "That’s like saying a 

forest fire is good because it makes the firemen look brave." Paul points out the flaw in the logic: 

● "Brings Out" (Synistēsin): To demonstrate or prove. The "human argument" claims 

that sin is a tool for God’s glory. 



● "God is Unjust?": Paul asks if God is "unfair" for punishing the very sin that "helped" 

His reputation. 

● "How Could God Judge the World?": This is Paul’s logical knockout. If God couldn't 

punish sin just because He is able to bring good out of it, then He would have to stop 

being the Judge of everything. No murderer, no thief, and no tyrant could ever be held 

accountable because their evil also "highlights" God’s goodness. 

The Core Lesson: 

God’s ability to "recycle" our trash into something good doesn't make our trash "good." Paul is 

teaching us that intent matters. Just because God is powerful enough to use a bad situation for 

a good purpose doesn't mean the person who caused the bad situation is innocent. It teaches 

us that we are responsible for our actions, not for how God decides to manage the 

consequences. 

 

The Illustration: The Arsonist and the Architect 

Imagine an arsonist who burns down an old, dilapidated, ugly apartment building. He does it out 

of malice and selfishness. 

After the fire, a brilliant architect comes along and uses the empty lot to build a stunning, state-

of-the-art hospital that saves thousands of lives. The hospital is far "more clear" and beautiful 

than the old building ever was. 

In court, the arsonist stands up and says, "Your Honor, you shouldn't punish me! If I hadn't 

burned that building down, the city wouldn't have this amazing hospital. I actually helped the 

city's reputation. You should be thanking me, not bringing your 'wrath' on me!" 

The Judge would look at him and say, "The architect’s brilliance in building the hospital belongs 

to the architect. Your act was still a crime of destruction. The fact that something good came 

later doesn't change the heart of the person who held the match." 

Romans 3:5–6 is Paul saying: "Don't try to take credit for God’s 'Architecture.' Your sin is still 

arson, even if God uses the ashes to build something beautiful." 

Commentary: 

Romans 3:7–8 

"Someone might argue, 'If my falsehood enhances God’s truthfulness and so increases his 

glory, why am I still condemned as a sinner?' Why not say—as some slanderously claim that we 

say—'Let us do evil that good may result'? Their condemnation is just!" 



 

The Context: 

Paul is finishing off the "absurd logic" section. He addresses the critics who were spreading 

rumors about him. Because Paul preached about Grace (that God loves us even when we fail), 

some people twisted his words to make it sound like he was encouraging people to sin. They 

argued that if God gets "glory" by being forgiving, then we should give Him as many 

opportunities to forgive as possible! Paul doesn't even waste time arguing with this extreme 

"human logic"—he simply calls it slander and says that people who think this way deserve the 

judgment they get. 

The Meaning of "Falsehood" and "Do Evil That Good May Result": 

In modern American English, we might say, "You’re using God as an excuse to be a jerk" or 

"The end does NOT justify the means." Paul exposes two major flaws: 

● "Falsehood enhances God’s truthfulness": This is the ultimate "spin." It’s like a liar 

saying his lies are good because they make honest people look even better. 

● "Let us do evil that good may result": This is a philosophy called Antinomianism. It’s 

the idea that because we are under grace, the rules don't matter anymore. Paul says this 

is a total perversion of his message. 

● "Their condemnation is just": Paul is unusually blunt here. He’s saying that if you’re 

looking for a "theological loophole" to keep sinning, your heart is in a very dangerous 

place. 

The Core Lesson: 

Grace is a safety net, not a license to jump. Paul is teaching us that God’s mercy is meant to 

change us, not to be exploited by us. If we think we can "use" God’s goodness to justify our 

badness, we haven't understood God at all. Real faith produces a desire for "good," not a 

strategic plan for "evil." 

 

The Illustration: The "Free" Emergency Room 

Imagine a city that decides to make its Emergency Room completely free for everyone. No 

matter how you got hurt, the doctors will fix you up for free because they are "merciful and kind." 

Now, imagine a group of people who hear this and say, "Wow, the doctors are so great! Let's 

show the world how great they are. Let’s all go out and jump off our roofs and break our legs on 

purpose. That way, the doctors get more practice, and everyone will see how amazing their 

'free' service is!" 



If those people actually jumped, the doctors would still treat them (because they are merciful), 

but the doctors would also look at them and say, "You are insane. We have this service to save 

people from tragedies, not to encourage you to be reckless. Your 'logic' is a slap in the face to 

our kindness." 

Romans 3:7–8 is Paul saying: "God’s grace is the 'Free ER' for our souls. Don't be the person 

who jumps off the roof of sin just to show off how good the Doctor is. That isn't 'glory'; it's just 

stupidity." 

Commentary: 

Romans 3:9 

"What shall we conclude then? Do we have any advantage? Not at all! For we have already 

made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under the power of sin." 

 

The Context: 

Paul is now "closing the circle." He has spent two and a half chapters acting like a prosecutor in 

a giant courtroom. First, he looked at the wild, pagan world and said, "Guilty." Then, he looked 

at the moral, "good" people and said, "Guilty." Finally, he looked at the religious experts and 

said, "Guilty." 

Now, he asks the final question: "Is anyone at the front of the line?" After just saying in verse 2 

that there are "advantages" to having the Bible, he now clarifies that those advantages don't 

change your legal standing. Having a map is great, but if you’re still standing in the middle of a 

swamp, you’re just as "stuck" as the person without a map. 

The Meaning of "Under the Power of Sin": 

In modern American English, we might say, "We’re all in the same boat" or "We’re all under the 

same dark cloud." Paul uses a very specific phrase: 

● "Under the Power" (Hyp' hamartian): This is a legal and military term. It literally means 

"under the authority of" or "under the thumb of." Paul isn't just saying we "do" bad things; 

he's saying we are prisoners to a power called Sin. 

● "Jews and Gentiles Alike": This removes every social, racial, and religious barrier. In 

the eyes of God’s perfect justice, the "best" human and the "worst" human are both 

fundamentally broken. 

The Core Lesson: 



Leveling the playing field is the first step to freedom. Paul is teaching us that our similarities 

are greater than our differences. We spend so much time comparing our "sins" to other 

people's "sins" to feel better about ourselves, but Paul says that’s like two prisoners arguing 

over who has a cleaner cell. We are all "under the power," and none of us can break out on our 

own. 

 

The Illustration: The Oxygen Debt 

Imagine a group of people standing at the bottom of a very deep, dry well. 

One person is a world-class mountain climber. Another is an average hiker. The third is 

someone who has never exercised a day in their life. 

The mountain climber might look at the others and say, "I have a huge advantage! I know more 

about climbing than you do. I have better muscles." And he’s right—he has a huge advantage 

in knowledge and ability. 

But here is the problem: the walls of the well are 500 feet high, perfectly smooth glass, and 

covered in oil. No matter how much "advantage" the climber has, he is just as "stuck" at the 

bottom as the person who can't climb at all. They are all "under the power" of the well. The 

climber’s knowledge of "how to get out" doesn't change the fact that he is still at the bottom. 

Romans 3:9 is Paul saying: "The religious person has the 'climbing manual' (the Bible), but they 

are still at the bottom of the pit with everyone else. Having the manual doesn't mean you're out; 

it just means you know exactly how deep the hole is." 

Commentary: 

Romans 3:10–12 

"As it is written: 'There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands; 

there is no one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have together become worthless; 

there is no one who does good, not even one.'" 

 

The Context: 

Paul is now bringing out the "heavy artillery." To prove his point that everyone is "under the 

power of sin," he strings together a series of Old Testament quotes (mostly from the Psalms). 

This was a common technique for Jewish teachers called "stringing pearls." By quoting these 

scriptures, Paul is saying, "Don't get mad at me; get mad at your own Bible! This has been the 

diagnosis of the human race for centuries." 



He starts with a sweeping, "totalizing" statement. He uses the words "no one," "not even 

one," and "all" to make sure nobody finds a tiny corner to hide in. 

The Meaning of "None Righteous" and "No One Seeks": 

In modern American English, we might say, "We’ve all lost the plot" or "Nobody has a clean 

record." Paul highlights three specific failures: 

● "No one righteous": Righteousness means "meeting the standard." Paul says that 

when God holds up His perfect yardstick, every single human being comes up short. 

● "No one understands / seeks": We think we are looking for God, but Paul suggests 

that on our own, we are actually looking for a "God" who serves us. Our natural instinct 

is to run away from the real God or ignore Him. 

● "Together become worthless" (Achreiōthēsan): This is a culinary term. It refers to 

milk that has gone sour or fruit that has rotted. It doesn't mean humans have no value 

(we are still made in God's image), but it means we are no longer "fit for the purpose" we 

were created for. 

The Core Lesson: 

The problem isn't just what we do; it’s who we are. Paul is teaching us that sin is a universal 

condition, not just a series of bad choices. We aren't "good people who occasionally trip"; 

we are "lost people who have lost our way entirely." This sounds dark, but Paul has to give us 

the bad news of the diagnosis before he can offer the "Cure" that is coming later in the chapter. 

 

The Illustration: The Global Power Outage 

Imagine a massive, global power outage. Every city on Earth goes dark at the exact same 

moment. 

In one city, the people are very "moral" and polite—they help each other find candles. In another 

city, the people are "religious" and spend the night singing hymns and reciting the history of 

electricity. In a third city, people are rioting and looting. 

From the perspective of the people in the cities, they look very different from each other. The 

polite people feel much "better" than the rioters. But from a satellite looking down from space, 

there is no difference. The entire planet is equally dark. No one has the "light" (righteousness) 

on their own. The polite person's candle is better than nothing, but it's not the Sun. 

Romans 3:10–12 is Paul saying: "From God’s 'satellite view,' there isn't a single person on Earth 

who is currently generating their own light. You might be nicer than your neighbor, but you're 

still sitting in the same darkness." 



Commentary: 

Romans 3:13–18 

"Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice deceit. The poison of vipers is on their 

lips. Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness. Their feet are swift to shed blood; ruin and 

misery mark their ways, and the way of peace they do not know. There is no fear of God before 

their eyes." 

 

The Context: 

Paul continues his "string of pearls," but now he shifts from the general condition of the heart to 

a head-to-toe autopsy of human behavior. He starts with the mouth (throat, tongue, lips) and 

moves down to the feet. He is showing that sin isn't just an abstract idea; it leaks out of us 

physically. He uses graphic, almost "horror movie" imagery to describe the damage we do to 

one another when we are left to our own devices. 

The Meaning of "Open Graves" and "Poison of Vipers": 

In modern American English, we might say, "Your words are toxic" or "You’re a loose cannon." 

Paul identifies the progression of a life without God: 

● The Mouth (vs. 13-14): He describes words that kill. "Open graves" suggests that what 

comes out of our mouths is full of decay. "Poison of vipers" means our words don't just 

hurt; they infect and destroy. 

● The Feet (vs. 15-17): He moves to our actions. We are "swift" to escalate conflict. 

Instead of building things up, the natural human path often leaves a trail of "ruin and 

misery." 

● The Eyes (vs. 18): This is the root cause. "No fear of God" means we live as if we aren't 

accountable to anyone. When the "Fear of God" is gone, anything is permissible. 

The Core Lesson: 

Character is revealed through communication and conduct. Paul is teaching us that sin makes 

us destructive. We often think our "small" sins—like a bit of gossip or a bitter thought—are 

harmless. Paul argues they are actually "poison." He wants us to see the "wreckage" in our 

wake so we realize we can't fix ourselves. We don't just need a "self-help" book; we need a 

complete heart transplant. 

 

The Illustration: The Toxic Spill 



Imagine a beautiful, clear river that flows through a town. People rely on it for drinking, washing, 

and life. 

Now, imagine a factory upstream starts dumping toxic chemicals into the water. At first, the 

water looks the same. But soon, the fish start dying. Then, the plants on the banks wither. 

Finally, everyone who drinks from the river gets sick. The "mouth" of the factory is pouring out 

death, and "ruin and misery" follow the path of the water all the way to the ocean. 

The river isn't choosing to be "evil"—it’s just carrying what was dumped into it at the source. 

Romans 3:13–18 is Paul saying: "Our hearts are the 'Source.' Because the source is polluted by 

sin, everything that flows out of us—our words, our steps, our relationships—becomes toxic to 

the people around us. We’ve forgotten that the 'Source' belongs to God, so we’ve turned the 

river of life into a trail of wreckage." 

Commentary: 

Romans 3:19–20 

"Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that 

every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. Therefore no one 

will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we 

become conscious of our sin." 

 

The Context: 

Paul has reached the end of his "Prosecution." He has used the Old Testament to show that the 

human race is morally bankrupt. Now, he explains the actual purpose of "The Law" (the Bible's 

rules). Many of his readers thought the Law was a ladder—something you climb to get to God. 

Paul shatters that idea. He says the Law wasn't meant to be a ladder; it was meant to be a 

mirror. It doesn't give us the power to be good; it gives us the clarity to see that we aren't. 

The Meaning of "Mouths Silenced" and "Conscious of Sin": 

In modern American English, we might say, "You don't have a leg to stand on" or "The evidence 

is overwhelming." Paul defines the Law’s true job: 

● "Every Mouth Silenced": Imagine a defendant in court who keeps making excuses: 

"But I'm a good person!" or "I didn't mean it!" Paul says the Law is such a perfect 

standard that when we truly see it, we stop talking. We realize there is no excuse left. 

● "Whole World Held Accountable": No one gets a pass. Whether you had the Bible or 

just your conscience, everyone is standing before the same Judge. 

● "No One Declared Righteous by Works": This is the final nail in the coffin of "Self-

Help Religion." You cannot "do" enough good to erase the "bad." 



● "Conscious of Sin" (Epignōsis hamartias): The Law is like a bright light in a dark, 

dirty room. The light doesn't create the dirt; it just makes it impossible to ignore. 

The Core Lesson: 

The Law can diagnose the disease, but it cannot provide the cure. Paul is teaching us that the 

purpose of the rules is to show us our need for a Savior. If you try to use the Law to save 

yourself, it’s like trying to use a thermometer to cure a fever. The thermometer can tell you that 

you're 104 degrees, but licking the thermometer won't make you well. 

 

The Illustration: The High-Definition Mirror 

Imagine you have lived in a dim, candle-lit house your entire life. You think you look pretty good. 

Your clothes look clean, and your face looks fine in the blurry, antique mirrors. 

Then, one day, someone installs a massive, floor-to-ceiling, high-definition mirror and flips on 

5,000 watts of surgical-grade LED lighting. 

Suddenly, you see everything. You see the stains on your shirt you never noticed. You see the 

dirt under your fingernails. You see the wrinkles and the blemishes. 

Does the mirror make you dirty? No. Does the mirror clean you? No. If you start rubbing the 

mirror on your face, you’ll stay dirty. The mirror’s only job is to "silence" your pride and make 

you "conscious" of the fact that you desperately need a shower. 

Romans 3:19–20 is Paul saying: "The Law is God’s high-definition mirror. It was never meant to 

wash you; it was meant to make you realize you’re dirty so that you’ll go looking for the Water." 

Commentary: 

Romans 3:21 

"But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which 

the Law and the Prophets testify." 

 

The Context: 

This is the "hinge" of the entire Bible. Paul has spent nearly three chapters building a 

case that is so dark and so heavy that it feels like there is no hope. He has proven that 

"the law" is a mirror that only shows us our filth. 



"But now" signals a total shift in the weather. It’s the moment the sun breaks through the 

clouds. Paul is announcing that God has stepped in to do for us what we could never do 

for ourselves. He has provided a way to be "right" (righteous) that doesn't depend on our 

ability to follow a checklist of rules. 

The Meaning of "Apart from the Law" and "Testify": 

In modern American English, we might say, "Here’s the game-changer" or "This was the 

plan all along." Paul highlights how this new way works: 

● "Apart from the Law": This means the "Righteousness" God is offering isn't 

something you earn by being a "good person" or a "religious expert." It’s a gift 

that exists outside the system of "do good, get good." 

● "Made Known": This isn't a secret anymore. In Jesus, God has put His solution on 

the front page of history. 

● "The Law and the Prophets Testify": Paul is saying this isn't a "Plan B." Even 

though this way is "apart" from the rules, the Old Testament (the Law and the 

Prophets) was pointing to this moment for thousands of years. It’s like a movie 

that has "Easter eggs" in the first half that only make sense when you see the 

ending. 

The Core Lesson: 

Grace is not a loophole; it is a new foundation. Paul is teaching us that God’s solution to 

our sin is a Person, not a program. We don't have to keep trying to fix our "dirty 

reflection" in the mirror of the Law. God is offering us a brand-new "suit of clothes" 

(Righteousness) that He tailored Himself. It’s a call to stop working and start receiving. 

 

The Illustration: The Presidential Pardon 

Imagine a man who has committed a series of crimes. He is standing in court, and the 

evidence is 100% conclusive. The "Law" is clear: he is guilty, and he cannot do enough 

community service to "undo" the crimes he committed. The judge is about to sentence 

him. 

"But now," the President of the country walks into the courtroom. He has the legal 

authority to issue a pardon. This pardon is "apart from the law"—the man didn't earn it 

by following the rules (he broke them!). However, the President’s power to pardon is 

actually part of the country’s legal framework (the Law and the Prophets "testify" to it). 

The man is declared "right" with the state, not because he was innocent, but because a 

higher power chose to give him a status he didn't deserve. 



Romans 3:21 is Paul saying: "The courtroom of the Law had you dead to rights. But now, 

God has walked in with a Pardon signed in the name of Jesus. It doesn't matter how long 

your rap sheet is; He is offering you a clean record starting right now." 

Commentary: 

Romans 3:22 

"This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no 

difference between Jew and Gentile," 

 

The Context: 

Paul has just announced the "Pardon." Now he answers the logical next question: “How 

do I get it? Do I have to pay for it? Do I have to be born into the right family?” In one of 

the most inclusive sentences ever written, Paul explains that the "Righteousness of God" 

(the clean record) is accessed through one single gate: Faith. He doubles down on his 

"equalizer" theme. Just as there was "no difference" in our guilt (v. 9), there is "no 

difference" in how we are saved. Whether you are a religious scholar or a former 

criminal, the entry requirement is exactly the same. 

The Meaning of "Through Faith" and "No Difference": 

In modern American English, we might say, "It’s about trust, not talent" or "The playing 

field is finally level." 

● "Through Faith" (Dia pisteōs): Faith isn't a "work" we do to earn the gift; it is the 

hand that reaches out to take the gift. It is shifting your trust away from your own 

"performance" and putting it entirely on "Jesus Christ." 

● "To All Who Believe": This is the scope of the Gospel. It’s universal. It doesn't 

matter what your "background check" looks like; it only matters where your 

"faith" is looking right now. 

● "No Difference": Paul is ruthlessly tearing down social hierarchies. In the ancient 

world, the gap between a Jew and a Gentile was a massive wall. Paul says that in 

front of the Cross, that wall is a pile of dust. 

The Core Lesson: 

Faith is the Great Equalizer. Paul is teaching us that God is not looking for your resume; 

He is looking for your reliance. You don't get "extra credit" for being a nice person, and 

you aren't "disqualified" for being a mess. The only thing that matters is whether you are 

willing to stop trusting yourself and start trusting Jesus. 



 

The Illustration: The Life Raft 

Imagine a luxury cruise ship sinks in the middle of the ocean. 

One passenger was a billionaire who owned the ship. Another was a world-class 

swimmer. The third was a stowaway who couldn't swim a stroke. Now, they are all 

bobbing in the freezing water. 

A life raft pulls up. The captain of the raft yells, "Give me your hand!" 

Does it matter that the billionaire has more money? No. Does it matter that the swimmer 

can tread water longer? No. In the water, there is "no difference"—they are all going to 

drown eventually. The "Righteousness" (the raft) is given to "all who believe" (all who 

grab the hand). 

The "Faith" isn't the act of swimming to the raft; it’s the act of letting go of the water and 

grabbing the raft. The raft does all the "saving." Your only job is to trust that the raft will 

hold you. 

Commentary: 

Romans 3:23–24 

"For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are justified freely by his 

grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus." 

 

The Context: 

If the Book of Romans were a mountain range, this is the peak. Paul summarizes 

everything he has said so far into one "Bad News / Good News" sentence. He has spent 

chapters proving the "All have sinned" part. Now, he introduces three massive legal and 

financial terms to explain how God fixes it: Justification, Grace, and Redemption. He 

wants us to see that the "falling short" is universal, but the "rescue" is equally available. 

The Meaning of "Fall Short," "Justified," and "Redemption": 

In modern American English, we might say, "We all missed the mark, but God picked up 

the tab and cleared our record." Paul uses three distinct "word pictures": 

● "Fall Short" (Hysterountai): This is an athletic or archery term. It means to fail to 

reach the finish line or to have your arrow drop in the dirt before it hits the target. 



● "Justified" (Dikaioumenoi): This is a legal term. It’s the opposite of "condemned." 

It means the Judge looks at your file and declares you "Not Guilty"—or more 

accurately, "Righteous." 

● "Freely by His Grace": This means it costs you $0.00. Grace is "Unmerited 

Favor"—getting the exact opposite of what you actually deserve. 

● "Redemption" (Apolytroseōs): This is a marketplace term. It refers to paying a 

ransom to buy a slave's freedom. Paul is saying we were "slaves" to our sin, and 

Jesus paid the price to buy us back. 

The Core Lesson: 

The price was infinite, but the gift is free. Paul is teaching us that God is both the Just 

Judge and the Merciful Paymaster. He doesn't just "ignore" our sins (that would be 

unjust); He pays for them Himself so that He can legally set us free. It teaches us that we 

can never be "good enough" to bridge the gap to God’s glory, so God used the Cross to 

bridge the gap to us. 

 

The Illustration: The Infinite Debt 

Imagine you are at a restaurant and you accidentally order a meal that costs a billion 

dollars. When the bill comes, you realize you only have five cents in your pocket. You 

"fall short" of the price of the meal by a staggering amount. You are stuck; you are a 

"slave" to that debt. 

Suddenly, a stranger walks to the front counter. He pulls out a checkbook and pays the 

entire billion-dollar bill for you. 

The restaurant manager then hands you a receipt that says "Paid in Full." You are now 

"Justified" (you don't owe anything). You are "Redeemed" (you are free to leave). And it 

was all "Grace" (you didn't work for the money; the stranger just gave it to you because 

he wanted to). 

Romans 3:23–24 is Paul saying: "We all ran up a debt with God that we could never pay. 

We 'fell short' of His glory. But Jesus stepped to the counter, paid the ransom with His 

life, and handed us a receipt that says 'Righteous.' Now, we walk out of the courtroom 

free men and women." 

Commentary: 

Romans 3:25–26 



"God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to 

be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his 

forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished—he did it to 

demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and the one who 

justifies those who have faith in Jesus." 

 

The Context: 

Paul is now answering a massive "theological scandal": How can a holy God just let 

sinners go? If a human judge let a murderer walk free just because he felt "merciful," we 

would call that judge corrupt. Up until Jesus, it looked like God was "overlooking" sins 

(forbearance). Paul explains that God wasn't ignoring sin; He was delaying the payment. 

The Cross is the moment where God’s perfect Justice (punishing sin) and God’s perfect 

Love (saving the sinner) meet. 

The Meaning of "Atonement" and "Just and Justifier": 

In modern American English, we might say, "The debt had to be paid by someone" or 

"God didn't sweep the dirt under the rug; He cleaned it up." Paul explains the "Logic of 

the Cross": 

● "Sacrifice of Atonement" (Hilastērion): This refers to the "Mercy Seat" on the Ark 

of the Covenant. It’s the place where blood was sprinkled to cover the sins of the 

people. It means Jesus is the "place" where God's anger at evil is satisfied by 

God's own sacrifice. 

● "Demonstrate His Righteousness": The Cross proves that God isn't "soft" on sin. 

He takes sin so seriously that He would rather die than leave it unpunished. 

● "Just and the Justifier": This is the ultimate title. Just means He keeps the law. 

Justifier means He shares His "right standing" with us. On the Cross, God 

remains a fair judge while simultaneously becoming our best defense attorney. 

The Core Lesson: 

God didn't lower His standards to save us; He met them Himself. Paul is teaching us that 

the Cross is the only place where God's holiness and His heart are both fully satisfied. It 

teaches us that our salvation isn't "cheap." It cost God everything to remain "just" while 

calling us "innocent." 

 

The Illustration: The Judge’s Fine 



Imagine a young man is caught speeding and causing a massive accident. He is brought 

before a judge. As it turns out, the judge is the young man's father. 

The courtroom is silent. If the judge says, "It's okay, son, I love you, just go home," he is 

a loving father but a corrupt judge. He has failed his duty to justice. If the judge 

sentences his son to the maximum fine and jail time, he is a just judge but it breaks his 

heart as a father. 

What does he do? The judge bangs the gavel and declares, "The law demands a $100,000 

fine. Justice must be served." That is him being Just. Then, he stands up, takes off his 

black robe, walks down to the clerk, and writes a check for $100,000 out of his own life 

savings to pay his son's fine. That is him being the Justifier. 

Romans 3:25–26 is Paul saying: "On the Cross, God kept the robe on to judge the sin, 

but He stepped off the bench to pay the price. He is the only one who could be both the 

Judge and the Checkbook." 

Commentary: 

Romans 3:27–31 

"Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. Because of what law? The law that requires 

works? No, because of the law that requires faith. For we maintain that a person is 

justified by faith apart from the works of the law... Do we, then, nullify the law by this 

faith? Not at all! Rather, we uphold the law." 

 

The Context: 

Paul has just finished explaining the "Logic of the Cross." Now, he looks at his audience 

and asks, "So, who gets to brag?" If salvation is a gift that Jesus paid for, and we just 

received it by faith, then there is no room for a "spiritual ego." He concludes the chapter 

by making sure we understand that this "new way" doesn't make God's old rules 

useless; it’s actually the only way to truly honor them. 

The Meaning of "Boasting Excluded" and "Uphold the Law": 

In modern American English, we might say, "Check your ego at the door" or "The rules 

still matter, but for a different reason." Paul lands three final points: 

● "Boasting is Excluded": There is no "Upper Class" in the Kingdom of Heaven. You 

can’t say, "I’m here because I worked hard," only "I’m here because He was kind." 

● "Apart from Works": Paul repeats this for emphasis. Your "Doing" is a result of 

being saved, not the cause of it. 



● "Uphold the Law": This is a paradox. By admitting we can't keep the Law and 

needing Jesus to fulfill it for us, we are actually showing the Law the ultimate 

respect. We are saying the Law’s standards are so high and holy that only God 

Himself could meet them. 

The Core Lesson: 

Humility is the natural result of Grace. Paul is teaching us that Christianity is the only 

"religion" in the world that destroys pride. Every other system says, "Do this to be 

accepted," which leads to pride (if you succeed) or despair (if you fail). The Gospel says, 

"You are accepted because of what was done for you," which leads to a heart that is both 

confident and humble. 

 

The Illustration: The Inheritance vs. The Salary 

Imagine two people who both have a million dollars in the bank. 

The first person worked 80 hours a week for 40 years. He saved every penny, sacrificed 

his weekends, and earned every cent. When he talks about his money, he boasts. He 

says, "I built this. I’m better and more disciplined than people who are broke." 

The second person was a penniless orphan who was adopted by a kind billionaire. On 

his 21st birthday, the father put a million dollars in his account as a gift. 

Does the second person boast? No! If he started bragging about "his" wealth, people 

would laugh at him. He has the money, but he didn't earn it. He has "zero room for 

boasting." Instead of pride, he feels gratitude. He respects his father’s rules not to "earn" 

the money, but because he loves the man who gave it to him. 

Romans 3:27–31 is Paul saying: "You aren't employees earning a salary from God; you 

are orphans receiving an inheritance. So put away your trophies. We 'uphold the law' not 

because we’re trying to get paid, but because we love the Father who already gave us 

everything." 

Father, 

Thank You for the powerful truth of Romans chapter 3. You have shown us that all have sinned 

and fall short of Your glory, yet You have also revealed the gift of righteousness through faith in 

Jesus Christ. 

We praise You that we are justified by Your grace, redeemed by Christ’s sacrifice, and made 

right with You apart from our works. Remove all boasting from our hearts and anchor us firmly in 

the finished work of the cross. 



Help us to live in humble gratitude, confident in Your mercy and faithful in our obedience. In 

Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 


