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Ecclesiastes Chapter 4 — The Vanity ofOppression, Toil, and Loneliness
A Verse-by-Verse Bible Study from the Crawford StandardBible
Introduction
Ecclesiastes Chapter 4 turns from the seasons of life to the painful realities of human society.
The Preacher looks around and sees:
Oppression.
Tears.
Power abused.
Envy.
Exhausting labor.
Loneliness.
Isolation.
Political instability.
Fading popularity.
This chapter is deeply realistic.
It does not describe life as we wish it were.
It describes life as it often is.
The Preacher sees people suffering under those who possess power.
He sees workers driven by rivalry and comparison.
He sees one person working endlessly with no family and no one to share life with.
He sees leaders rise to power and eventually lose the support of the people.
Yet in the middle of this sobering chapter, one of the most encouraging truths in Ecclesiastes appears:



“Two are better than one.”
Companionship brings:
Help.
Strength.
Warmth.
Protection.
Encouragement.
The chapter therefore places two great realities side by side.
Human beings can make life miserable through oppression, envy, selfish ambition, and isolation.
But relationships built on mutual support can make life stronger.
The central truth of Ecclesiastes 4 is:
Life becomes empty when power, work, wealth, and fame are pursued selfishly, but God has designed
human beings for justice, contentment, companionship, and mutual support.

I. THE OPPRESSION OF THE POWERLESS
Ecclesiastes 4:1 — Tears Without a Comforter

“Again I looked and saw all the oppression done under the sun. I saw the tears of the
oppressed, but they had no comforter. On the side of their oppressors there was power—but
still they had no comforter.”

The Preacher looks at human society and sees injustice.
The problem is not merely suffering.
The problem is that the suffering is caused by people who possess power.
The oppressed cry.
The oppressors control.
And no one steps forward to comfort those who are hurting.
This is one of the darkest pictures in Ecclesiastes.
Cross References
Psalm 12:5
The Lord says, “Because the poor are being mistreated and the needy are crying out in pain, I will now
rise up and give them the safety they have been longing for.”



Psalm 72:4
May the king defend the poor among the people, rescue the children of the needy, and crush those who
oppress them.
James 5:4
Look! The wages you held back from the workers who harvested your fields are crying out against you,
and the cries of those workers have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts.
Spiritual Principle
God sees suffering that powerful people ignore.
Application
Never use:
Position.
Money.
Authority.
Influence.
Power.
To take advantage of someone weaker.

II. THE PREACHER SEES DEATH ASRELIEF FROM OPPRESSION
Ecclesiastes 4:2 — Better Than the Living

“So I declared that the dead, who are already gone, are better off than the living, who are
still alive.”

The Preacher is not praising death as something desirable in itself.
He is describing how unbearable oppression can become.
From the viewpoint of life under the sun, death appears to bring an end to earthly suffering.
This verse shows the emotional weight of injustice.
Cross References
Job 3:17
In death, wicked people stop causing trouble, and those who are exhausted finally find rest.
Job 3:21



Some people long for death, but it does not come. They search for it more eagerly than people search
for hidden treasure.
Revelation 14:13
Then I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this down: Blessed from now on are those who die
belonging to the Lord.” The Spirit says, “Yes, they will rest from their labor, and their faithful works
will follow them.”
Spiritual Principle
Suffering can become so severe that a person longs for relief more than continued earthly life.

III. BETTER NOT TO HAVE SEEN THEEVIL
Ecclesiastes 4:3 — The Horror of Human Wickedness

“But better than both is the one who has not yet been, who has not seen the evil done under
the sun.”

The Preacher continues describing the horror of oppression.
He says that from the limited viewpoint of life under the sun, the person who has never entered this
broken world has not had to witness its evil.
Again, this expresses grief over human wickedness.
Cross References
Job 3:16
Why was I not like a child who was never born, hidden away and never brought into the light?
Jeremiah 20:18
Why did I ever come out of the womb only to see trouble and sorrow and spend my days in shame?
Matthew 26:24
The Son of Man will go just as Scripture has said about Him, but terrible judgment awaits the man who
betrays Him. It would have been better for that man if he had never been born.
Spiritual Principle
Sin does not merely affect the sinner.
It creates suffering that spreads into the lives of others.



IV. ENVY CAN DRIVE HARD WORK
Ecclesiastes 4:4 — Rivalry Behind Achievement

“Then I observed that all hard work and skill in work come from a man’s envy of his
neighbor. This too is meaningless—a chasing after the wind.”

The Preacher examines motivation.
Why do people work so hard?
Sometimes the answer is:
Envy.
Comparison.
Competition.
One person sees what another has and says:
“I want more.”
“I want to be better.”
“I want what they have.”
Hard work can be good.
But good work driven by envy becomes spiritually unhealthy.
Cross References
Genesis 26:14
Isaac became very wealthy, owning many flocks, herds, and servants, and the Philistines became
jealous of him.
Genesis 37:11
Joseph’s brothers became jealous of him, but his father continued thinking carefully about the things
Joseph had said.
James 3:16
Where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, confusion and every kind of evil behavior soon follow.
Spiritual Principle
Success becomes empty when its main purpose is to defeat someone else.
Crawford Bible Study Principle
Comparison can turn productive work into restless striving.



V. LAZINESS DESTROYS THE FOOL
Ecclesiastes 4:5 — Folded Hands

“The fool folds his hands and consumes his own flesh.”
The Preacher does not recommend laziness as the solution to competitive work.
There are two extremes.
One is:
Working endlessly from envy.
The other is:
Refusing to work at all.
The fool folds his hands.
His inactivity eventually destroys him.
Cross References
Proverbs 6:10
“A little sleep, a little more rest, a little folding of the hands to relax”—
Proverbs 24:33
“A little sleep, a little more rest, a little folding of the hands to relax”—
Proverbs 19:15
Laziness can put a person into a deep sleep, and an idle person will eventually suffer hunger.
Spiritual Principle
Contentment is not laziness.
Peace does not mean refusing responsibility.

VI. ONE HANDFUL WITH PEACE
Ecclesiastes 4:6 — Contentment Over Restless Striving

“Better is one handful with peace than two handfuls with toil and chasing the wind.”
This verse gives balance.
It is better to possess less with peace than to possess more with constant exhaustion.
More is not always better.



More money can bring:
More responsibility.
More worry.
More competition.
More pressure.
The Preacher says:
One handful with rest is better.
Cross References
Proverbs 15:16
It is better to have little while fearing the Lord than to have great wealth along with trouble and anxiety.
Proverbs 17:1
A dry piece of bread eaten in peace is better than a house full of feasting where there is constant
conflict.
1 Timothy 6:6
Godliness combined with contentment is a great kind of wealth.
Spiritual Principle
Peace is worth more than possessions purchased with constant anxiety.
Key Truth
Enough with contentment is better than abundance without peace.

VII. ANOTHER EXAMPLE OFMEANINGLESS LIVING
Ecclesiastes 4:7 — Emptiness Under the Sun

“Again I saw something meaningless under the sun.”
The Preacher introduces another example.
This time the problem is not oppression.
It is isolation.
A person can work endlessly and still have no one with whom to share the results.



Cross References
Ecclesiastes 1:14
I examined all the things people do under the sun, and I saw that everything was temporary and like
trying to catch the wind.
Ecclesiastes 2:11
Then I looked at everything I had accomplished and all the labor I had done, and I realized it was
temporary and like chasing the wind. Nothing under the sun provided lasting gain.
Psalm 39:5
You have made my lifetime very short, and the length of my days is almost nothing before You. Every
person, even when standing strong, is only a passing breath.
Spiritual Principle
A full schedule can still hide an empty life.

VIII. THE MAN WHO WORKS ALONE
Ecclesiastes 4:8 — Rich but Never Satisfied

“There was a man all alone—he had neither son nor brother. There was no end to his labor,
yet his eyes were never satisfied with riches. He never asked, ‘For whom am I working, and
why am I depriving myself of enjoyment?’ This too is vanity—a miserable task.”

This is one of the saddest pictures in the chapter.
The man has:
No son.
No brother.
No companion.
Yet he works constantly.
He accumulates wealth.
But never asks the obvious question:
Who is all this for?
He sacrifices enjoyment for accumulation.
His eyes are never satisfied.



Cross References
Ecclesiastes 5:10
The person who loves money will never be satisfied with money, and the person who loves wealth will
never be satisfied with increased income. This too is empty.
Luke 12:15
Jesus warned them, “Be careful and guard yourselves against every kind of greed, because a person’s
life does not consist in how many possessions he owns.”
1 Timothy 6:9
Those who are determined to become rich fall into temptation and traps and into many foolish and
harmful desires that pull people toward ruin and destruction.
Spiritual Principle
Wealth is especially empty when there is no one to love, serve, or share it with.
Application
Ask:
Am I building a life?
Or merely building an account?

IX. TWO ARE BETTER THAN ONE
Ecclesiastes 4:9 — The Value of Partnership

“Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor.”
The chapter now moves from isolation to companionship.
Two people working together can often accomplish more than one person alone.
Partnership brings:
Strength.
Encouragement.
Shared responsibility.
Accountability.
Support.
Cross References
Genesis 2:18



The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a suitable helper and
companion for him.”
Proverbs 27:17
Just as iron sharpens iron, one person can sharpen and strengthen another person.
Matthew 18:20
Jesus said, “Where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there among them.”
Spiritual Principle
God did not design human beings for unnecessary isolation.

X. A COMPANION HELPS YOU RISE
Ecclesiastes 4:10 — Help When You Fall

“If one falls, the other can lift him up. But pity the one who falls and has no one to help him
up.”

Everyone falls at some point.
Sometimes physically.
Sometimes emotionally.
Sometimes spiritually.
Sometimes through disappointment.
A faithful companion helps lift the fallen person.
Cross References
Galatians 6:2
Help carry one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.
Hebrews 10:24
Let us carefully consider how we can encourage one another toward love and good works.
Isaiah 41:6
Each person helps the other and says to his brother, “Be strong and take courage.”
Spiritual Principle
Strong relationships are revealed most clearly when someone falls.
Application
Do not merely ask:



“Who will help me?”
Also ask:
“Whom can I help stand again?”

XI. COMPANIONSHIP PROVIDESWARMTH
Ecclesiastes 4:11 —Warmth Together

“Also, if two lie down together, they can keep warm. But how can one be warm alone?”
In the ancient world, travelers often depended on one another for warmth during cold nights.
The principle is broader than physical warmth.
Companionship provides emotional and spiritual warmth as well.
Cross References
Proverbs 5:19
May you find delight and affection in the wife God has given you, and may her love bring you
continuing joy.
1 Kings 1:2
The king’s servants said, “Let us find a young woman to care for the king. She can attend him and lie
beside him so that our lord the king may stay warm.”
Ecclesiastes 4:9
Two are better than one because working together gives them a better result for their labor.
Spiritual Principle
Healthy companionship provides comfort that isolation cannot reproduce.

XII. TOGETHER THEY CAN RESISTATTACK
Ecclesiastes 4:12 — The Threefold Cord

“Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. And a cord of three strands
is not quickly broken.”

One person can be vulnerable.



Two can stand together.
Three strands woven together produce even greater strength.
The verse teaches the value of unity.
It should be noted that the verse itself does not explicitly say that the third strand is God.
However, the principle certainly fits the broader biblical truth that relationships are strongest when
lived under God’s direction.
Cross References
Matthew 18:20
Jesus said, “Where two or three gather together in My name, I am there among them.”
Ecclesiastes 4:9
Two are better than one because together they receive a better reward for their work.
Amos 3:3
Can two people truly walk together unless they have agreed to go in the same direction?
Spiritual Principle
Unity creates strength.
Crawford Bible Study Principle
Two are stronger than one, and relationships become strongest when they are shaped by faithfulness to
God.

XIII. WISDOM IS BETTER THAN POSITION
Ecclesiastes 4:13 — The Poor Wise Youth and Foolish King

“Better is a poor but wise youth than an old but foolish king who no longer listens to
advice.”

Age does not automatically produce wisdom.
Position does not automatically produce wisdom.
A king can become foolish.
A poor young person can possess wisdom.
The real danger comes when a leader refuses correction.
Cross References
Ecclesiastes 9:15



A poor but wise man lived in the city, and through his wisdom he could have delivered it, yet afterward
no one remembered that poor man.
1 Samuel 16:7
The Lord told Samuel, “Do not judge by his outward appearance or physical size, because I have
rejected him. People look at outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”
Proverbs 28:16
A ruler who lacks understanding becomes a cruel oppressor, but the person who hates dishonest gain
will prolong his days.
Spiritual Principle
A teachable person is wiser than a powerful person who refuses correction.
Application
Never become too old, too experienced, or too important to listen.

XIV. FORTUNES CAN CHANGE QUICKLY
Ecclesiastes 4:14 — From Prison to Palace

“For he may come out of prison to reign, while one born in royalty may become poor.”
Status can change.
A prisoner can become king.
A king can become poor.
Human circumstances are unstable.
No earthly position is permanently secure.
Cross References
Genesis 41:14
Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and he was quickly brought out of prison. After shaving and changing his
clothes, Joseph came before Pharaoh.
Genesis 41:40
Pharaoh told Joseph, “You will be in charge of my household, and all my people will follow your
instructions. Only in the throne itself will I be greater than you.”
Luke 1:52
God brings powerful rulers down from their thrones and lifts up those who are humble.



Spiritual Principle
God can reverse human circumstances suddenly.

XV. PEOPLE FOLLOW THE NEW LEADER
Ecclesiastes 4:15 — The Next King Becomes Popular

“I saw all the people who lived under the sun following the next king who succeeded him.”
Public loyalty can shift quickly.
One leader is celebrated today.
Another replaces him tomorrow.
Crowds often follow whoever currently holds influence.
Cross References
1 Kings 1:39
Zadok the priest took the horn of oil from the sacred tent and anointed Solomon. They blew the
trumpet, and all the people shouted, “Long live King Solomon!”
2 Kings 11:12
Jehoiada brought out the king’s son, placed the crown on him, gave him the testimony, and proclaimed
him king. They anointed him, clapped their hands, and shouted, “Long live the king!”
1 Samuel 10:24
Samuel said to the people, “Do you see the man the Lord has chosen? There is no one else like him
among all the people.” Then everyone shouted, “Long live the king!”
Spiritual Principle
Popularity is unstable because crowds change.

XVI. FAME EVENTUALLY FADES
Ecclesiastes 4:16 — Later Generations Lose Interest

“There was no end to all the people who came before him, but those who come later will
not rejoice in him. This too is meaningless—a chasing after the wind.”

A leader can have enormous support.
Crowds may follow.



People may celebrate.
But later generations move on.
Fame fades.
Public enthusiasm changes.
The Preacher concludes:
Even political popularity is like chasing the wind.
Cross References
Ecclesiastes 1:11
Past generations are eventually forgotten, and future generations will also forget many of those who
come after us.
Ecclesiastes 2:16
Neither the wise person nor the fool will be remembered forever. As time passes, both are forgotten,
and both eventually die.
Psalm 144:4
A human being is like a breath, and his days pass away like a shadow.
Spiritual Principle
Human applause has an expiration date.
Key Truth
Do not build your identity on people remembering your name.
Build your life on faithfulness to God.

XVII. SIX GREAT LESSONS FROMECCLESIASTES 4
1. Oppression Is Real and Grievous
The Preacher sees tears.
He sees people with power abusing those without it.
Principle:
God’s people should never become indifferent to suffering caused by injustice.



2. Envy Can Corrupt Work
Hard work is good.
But work driven by jealousy becomes exhausting.
Principle:
Do not measure your life by someone else’s possessions, position, or success.

3. Laziness Is Not the Answer
The fool refuses to work and eventually destroys himself.
Principle:
The answer to overwork is not irresponsibility but balanced faithfulness.

4. Contentment Is Better Than Constant Striving
One handful with peace is better than two handfuls with anxiety.
Principle:
Having less with peace can be richer than having more with turmoil.

5. Companionship Is Valuable
Two can:
Work.
Help.
Warm.
Defend.
Encourage.
Principle:
Life becomes stronger when burdens and blessings are shared.

6. Fame and Power Fade
Kings rise.
Kings fall.



Crowds cheer.
Crowds move on.
Principle:
Human popularity is temporary; faithfulness to God has eternal value.

XVIII. WHAT ECCLESIASTES 4 TEACHESABOUT OPPRESSION
Oppression occurs when power is used selfishly against the weak.
The Preacher notices something especially painful:
The oppressed have no comforter.
This creates a responsibility for God’s people.
We should become people who:
Notice suffering.
Comfort the hurting.
Defend the vulnerable.
Speak truth.
Refuse exploitation.
Crawford Bible Study Principle
If God gives you influence, use it to lift people rather than crush them.

XIX. WHAT ECCLESIASTES 4 TEACHESABOUT ENVY
Envy says:
“Why do they have that?”
“Why are they more successful?”
“Why am I behind?”
Comparison can turn healthy ambition into misery.
A person may become successful and still remain unhappy because someone else always appears to
have more.



Spiritual Principle
Envy does not merely want something good.
It resents someone else for having it.

XX. WHAT ECCLESIASTES 4 TEACHESABOUT CONTENTMENT
The Preacher gives one of the clearest pictures of contentment:

“One handful with peace.”
Contentment does not necessarily mean having nothing.
It means refusing to sacrifice peace merely for more.
Key Truth
More possessions do not automatically produce more life.
Sometimes:
Less money.
Less pressure.
Less competition.
Less ambition.
Can produce:
More peace.
More time.
More relationships.
More gratitude.

XXI. WHAT ECCLESIASTES 4 TEACHESABOUT LONELINESS
The lonely worker has wealth.
But he has nobody.
He never asks:



“Who am I doing this for?”
This exposes the danger of building a successful life that contains no meaningful relationships.
Crawford Bible Study Principle
It is possible to become rich in possessions and poor in relationships.

XXII. WHAT ECCLESIASTES 4 TEACHESABOUT COMPANIONSHIP
Companionship provides four benefits in this passage.
1. Productivity
Two receive a better return for their work.
2. Recovery
When one falls, another helps him up.
3. Comfort
Two can provide warmth.
4. Protection
Two can resist an attack more effectively than one.
Spiritual Principle
Relationships are not merely emotional luxuries.
They are part of God’s design for strength.

XXIII. WHAT ECCLESIASTES 4 TEACHESABOUT LEADERSHIP
The chapter contrasts:
A poor wise youth.
And:
An old foolish king.
The issue is not age.



The issue is teachability.
The king has stopped listening.
That makes him foolish.
Crawford Bible Study Principle
A leader who can no longer receive correction has already begun to decline.

XXIV. WHAT ECCLESIASTES 4 TEACHESABOUT POPULARITY
Political popularity is unstable.
The crowd celebrates one king.
Then another.
Eventually later generations do not care about either one.
Spiritual Principle
If your identity rises and falls with public approval, your heart will never be stable.

XXV. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FORPERSONAL STUDY
Question 1
What does Ecclesiastes 4 teach about oppression?
It teaches that oppression is real and deeply painful.
The oppressed often suffer while powerful people seem to control the situation.
God, however, sees their tears.

Question 2
Why does the Preacher speak so negatively about life in verses 2–3?
He is describing how terrible unchecked oppression can become.
From the viewpoint of life under the sun, death can appear preferable to continued suffering.



Question 3
What is wrong with hard work motivated by envy?
The work itself may be productive.
The problem is the motive.
Envy turns labor into competition and keeps the heart from becoming satisfied.

Question 4
Does verse 5 teach that we should stop working?
No.
The fool refuses to work and destroys himself through laziness.
The chapter teaches balance.

Question 5
What does “one handful with peace” mean?
It means having enough with contentment is better than having abundance while living in constant
pressure and anxiety.

Question 6
What is wrong with the lonely man in verse 8?
His entire life revolves around work and wealth.
He has no close family member with whom to share what he gains.
He also never stops to ask why he is sacrificing enjoyment for endless accumulation.

Question 7
Why are two better than one?
Because companionship provides:
Greater productivity.
Help after falling.
Warmth.



Protection.
Encouragement.

Question 8
Does the “threefold cord” specifically mean God, husband, and wife?
The verse itself does not explicitly identify the three strands that way.
Its direct point is that combined strength is greater than isolation.
However, Scripture certainly supports the broader principle that relationships are strongest when God is
honored within them.

Question 9
Why is the poor wise youth better than the old king?
Because wisdom and teachability are more valuable than position and age.
The king became foolish because he refused advice.

Question 10
What do verses 14–16 teach about power?
They teach that power is unstable.
A prisoner can become king.
Someone born into privilege can lose everything.

Question 11
What do verses 15–16 teach about popularity?
Public enthusiasm changes quickly.
Crowds may strongly support one leader and later move on to someone else.

Question 12
What should Ecclesiastes 4 change about the way we live?
It should encourage us to:



Reject oppression.
Stop comparing ourselves with others.
Work responsibly.
Choose contentment.
Value relationships.
Remain teachable.
Stop living for applause.

XXVI. PERSONAL APPLICATION
Ecclesiastes 4 asks several searching questions.
Am I Using My Power to Help or Hurt?
How do I treat people who cannot benefit me?
Am I Driven by Envy?
Would I still want what I am pursuing if nobody else had it?
Am I Working Too Much?
Has my work stolen:
My peace?
My relationships?
My worship?
My joy?
Am I Becoming Lazy?
Have I confused rest with irresponsibility?
Do I Know What “Enough” Looks Like?
Can I live with one handful and peace?
Am I Building Relationships?
Who helps me when I fall?
Whom am I helping?



Am I Becoming Isolated?
Am I surrounded by possessions but disconnected from people?
Am I Teachable?
Can someone correct me?
Am I Living for Popularity?
Would I remain faithful if people stopped applauding?

XXVII. A CRAWFORD BIBLE STUDYPRINCIPLE
“Do Not Gain the World and Lose the People God Gave You”
The lonely man in Ecclesiastes 4 worked endlessly.
He gained wealth.
But lost enjoyment.
He had possessions.
But no one with whom to share them.
He succeeded financially.
But his life became miserable.
This is a warning.
Do not become so busy building:
A career.
A business.
A ministry.
A reputation.
A bank account.
That you neglect:
Family.
Friendship.
Fellowship.



Rest.
Worship.
Love.
Principle:
Success that destroys meaningful relationships is too expensive.

XXVIII. THE POWER OF HEALTHYRELATIONSHIPS
Ecclesiastes does not romanticize relationships.
People can hurt one another.
People can oppress one another.
People can become jealous.
But isolation is not the solution.
Healthy companionship allows people to share:
Work.
Burden.
Pain.
Joy.
Risk.
Responsibility.
Crawford Bible Study Principle
God often strengthens us through other people rather than removing our need for other people.

XXIX. THE THREEFOLD CORD AND GOD-CENTERED RELATIONSHIPS
Ecclesiastes 4:12 says:

“A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.”
The direct image is one of strength through multiple strands.



A single strand is easier to break.
Multiple strands woven together become stronger.
This applies broadly to:
Marriage.
Friendship.
Ministry teams.
Families.
Church fellowship.
Though the verse does not directly identify God as the third strand, the wider teaching of Scripture
shows that relationships are strongest when both people submit their lives to Him.
Principle:
Human unity is strong; unity shaped by faithfulness to God is stronger.

XXX. FINAL APPLICATION
Ecclesiastes Chapter 4 reveals some of the deepest problems in human society.
People use power to oppress.
People work because they envy.
Some refuse to work.
Others work too much.
Some possess wealth but have no meaningful relationships.
Leaders become foolish when they stop listening.
Crowds celebrate one person and quickly move on to another.
The chapter exposes a culture built on:
Comparison.
Competition.
Isolation.
Power.
Popularity.
And then it gives us another way.
Choose justice over oppression.



Choose contentment over envy.
Choose responsible work over laziness.
Choose peace over endless striving.
Choose companionship over unnecessary isolation.
Choose wisdom over position.
Choose teachability over pride.
Choose faithfulness over popularity.
The world says:
Get ahead.
Ecclesiastes asks:
At what cost?
The world says:
Have more.
Ecclesiastes asks:
Will it satisfy you?
The world says:
Become important.
Ecclesiastes asks:
How long will people remember?
The world says:
You can do everything alone.
Ecclesiastes says:
Two are better than one.
You need people.
People need you.
When someone falls:
Help them stand.
When someone is discouraged:
Strengthen them.
When someone is burdened:



Help carry the load.
When someone suffers:
Do not become another person who offers no comfort.
And remember:
Popularity fades.
Power changes hands.
Wealth changes owners.
Human praise disappears.
But faithfulness matters.
Therefore:
Work.
But do not worship work.
Achieve.
But do not envy.
Earn.
But do not become consumed by wealth.
Rest.
But do not become lazy.
Lead.
But remain teachable.
Build relationships.
Carry burdens.
Help people rise.
And use whatever power God places in your hands to comfort rather than crush.

Closing Prayer
Heavenly Father,
Thank You for the wisdom You give us through Ecclesiastes.
Open our eyes to the suffering of people around us.



Keep us from becoming indifferent to oppression.
When we have power, help us use it with justice and compassion.
When we see someone hurting, make us comforters.
Protect our hearts from envy.
Keep us from comparing our lives constantly with others.
Teach us to work faithfully without turning work into competition.
Protect us from laziness.
Give us diligence.
But also protect us from endless striving.
Teach us the blessing of:
One handful with peace.
Give us contentment.
Help us recognize when enough is enough.
Father, protect us from building successful lives that are empty of relationships.
Teach us to value people more than possessions.
Teach us to make time for:
Family.
Friends.
Fellow believers.
Those who need encouragement.
Thank You for the people who help us when we fall.
Help us become people who lift others.
Thank You for those who strengthen us.
Help us strengthen others.
Thank You for companionship.
Keep us from unnecessary isolation.
Father, make our relationships strong.
Give us unity.
Give us loyalty.
Give us forgiveness.



Give us patience.
Give us humility.
And above all, help us honor You in the way we relate to one another.
Protect leaders from becoming proud and unteachable.
Give us hearts willing to receive correction.
Keep us from believing that age, experience, title, or position makes us incapable of being wrong.
Teach us to listen.
Teach us to learn.
Teach us to remain humble.
And Father, keep us from living for popularity.
Crowds change.
Opinions change.
Human praise disappears.
Help us seek Your approval above all.
May our lives not be spent chasing the wind.
May we pursue justice.
May we choose contentment.
May we value companionship.
May we remain teachable.
May we be faithful.
And may everything we do bring honor to You.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen.
Key Verse

“Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor.” — Ecclesiastes
4:9



Central Truth
Oppression, envy, restless labor, isolation, power, and popularity all reveal the emptiness of life under
the sun, while contentment, wisdom, companionship, and mutual support show the value of living in
right relationship with God and others.
Ecclesiastes 4 in One Sentence
The Preacher exposes the misery created by oppression, envy, overwork, loneliness, and fading
political popularity while showing that contentment, teachability, and faithful companionship provide
strength and meaning in a broken world.


