
Preface to the Crawford Standard Bible

By Dr. Paul Crawford

It is with a profound sense of privilege and humility that I present to you the Crawford Standard Bible. For countless generations, the King James Version (KJV) has stood as a beacon of truth, a literary masterpiece, and a foundational text for millions across the English-speaking world. Its majestic prose has echoed through churches, homes, and hearts, shaping our understanding of God and His Word. Indeed, my own spiritual journey, like that of so many, has been deeply enriched by its timeless beauty. 

Yet, as the centuries have unfolded, the English language itself has continued its remarkable evolution. 

Words once vibrant and immediate have become archaic, grammatical structures have shifted, and idioms have faded from common understanding. This linguistic distance, though unintentional, can sometimes create a barrier, preventing a full and unhindered apprehension of the KJV's profound message for the contemporary reader. 

It was this very challenge that ignited the vision for the Crawford Standard Bible. Our aim was never to diminish the KJV's unparalleled legacy, but rather to build upon its sturdy foundation, making its enduring truths resonate anew with clarity and power in the 21st century. This has been a meticulous and prayerful undertaking: to translate the sacred texts from their original Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek into modern English, while preserving the theological integrity, the poetic cadence, and the reverent tone that are so cherished in the KJV tradition. 

We have approached every verse with scholarly rigor and spiritual devotion, striving for a translation that is both accurate to the ancient manuscripts and accessible to today's reader. You will find that familiar passages retain their cherished essence, yet are rendered in language that flows naturally and is readily understood. This balance—between faithfulness to the past and relevance for the present—has been the guiding principle of our work. 

My deepest hope and prayer is that the Crawford Standard Bible will serve as a faithful companion on your spiritual journey. May it open up the Scriptures in a fresh and compelling way, deepening your understanding of God's character, His promises, and His unwavering love. Whether for personal devotion, diligent study, or public reading, may this translation draw you ever closer to the living Word of God. 

In His service, 

Dr. Paul Crawford

 I

📖 ntroduction to the Old Testament

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” – 2 Timothy 3:16

Title and Meaning

The term  Old Testament comes from the Latin  Vetus Testamentum and the Greek  Palaiá Diathḗkē, meaning “Old Covenant.”  It refers to God’s covenant with Israel made through Moses at Mount Sinai. 

In Hebrew, it is known as the Tanakh, an acronym for  Torah (Law),  Nevi’im (Prophets), and  Ketuvim (Writings). Far from being “old” in the sense of obsolete, the Old Testament is the foundation of God’s redemptive story, pointing forward to the New Testament and its fulfillment in Christ. 

Author and Date

The Old Testament is a collection of 39 books (in the Protestant tradition), written by multiple authors under divine inspiration over a period of about 1,000 years (c. 1400–400 BC). Its authors include prophets, kings, priests, scribes, and leaders such as Moses, David, Solomon, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and many others. Though diverse in human authorship, it presents one unified story of God’s covenant, His people, and His plan of salvation. 

Purpose of the Old Testament

The Old Testament provides the historical and theological foundation for the entire Bible. Its purposes include:

• To reveal God as Creator, Lawgiver, Judge, Redeemer, and Covenant-Keeper. 

• To record God’s covenant relationship with Israel, His chosen people. 

• To show the seriousness of sin and humanity’s need for salvation. 

• To prepare the way for the coming of the Messiah, Jesus Christ. 

Structure of the Old Testament

The Old Testament is traditionally divided into three major sections in the Hebrew Bible (Tanakh) and four categories in the Christian tradition:



📜 1. The Law (Torah / Pentateuch – Genesis to Deuteronomy) Foundational history and laws, including creation, the patriarchs, the Exodus, and God’s covenant at Sinai. 

🧑 2. The Historical Books (Joshua to Esther)

The history of Israel in the Promised Land—its conquest, kingdom, division, exile, and restoration. 



📖 3. The Wisdom and Poetic Books (Job to Song of Solomon)

Poetry, songs, wisdom, and reflections on life, suffering, love, and worship. 

 

🔔 4. The Prophets (Isaiah to Malachi)

Messages of judgment and hope from God’s spokesmen, calling Israel back to faithfulness and foretelling the coming of the Messiah. 

• Major Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel. 

• Minor Prophets: Hosea through Malachi (twelve shorter prophetic books). 

Major Themes

• Creation and Covenant – God as Creator and His covenant relationship with His people. 

• Law and Holiness – God’s standards for righteousness and worship. 

• Sin and Judgment – The consequences of rebellion and idolatry. 

• Sacrifice and Atonement – Foreshadowing Christ as the perfect sacrifice. 

• Kingship and Kingdom – Earthly kings fail, but God promises an eternal King. 

• Prophecy and Messiah – Repeated promises of a coming Redeemer. 

Why the Old Testament Matters Today

The Old Testament is essential for understanding the New Testament. It:

• Shows the roots of the gospel in God’s covenant promises. 

• Provides history, prophecy, poetry, and wisdom that shape Christian faith. 

• Teaches God’s holiness, justice, mercy, and faithfulness. 

• Points forward to Jesus Christ, the fulfillment of the Law, Prophets, and Writings. 

• Offers timeless lessons of faith, perseverance, and hope for God’s people today. 

Key Verse

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” – Psalm 119:105

The Old Testament shines as God’s guiding light, preparing the way for Christ, the true Light of the world. 

📖 Introduction to the Book of Genesis

“In the beginning God created…” – Genesis 1:1

Title and Meaning

The word Genesis comes from the Greek word  genesis, meaning “origin,” “birth,” or “beginning.” In Hebrew, the title is  Bereshith, taken from the first word of the book, which means “In the beginning.” 

Genesis is the foundational book of the Bible — the book of beginnings. It introduces us to the origin of the universe, the human race, sin, nations, languages, and God’s covenant people, Israel. 

Author and Date

Traditionally attributed to Moses, Genesis is the first of the five books of the Torah or Pentateuch (Genesis through Deuteronomy). Moses likely compiled the book during Israel’s wilderness journey, around the 15th to 13th century BC, under divine inspiration. The structure and content suggest that Moses may have drawn from earlier written records and oral traditions passed down from the patriarchs. 

Purpose of Genesis

Genesis lays the theological and historical foundation for the rest of Scripture. It teaches us:

• That God is the Creator and sovereign over all creation. 

• That humanity was made in God’s image, but fell into sin. 

• That God judges sin but provides mercy. 

• That God began His redemptive plan through a chosen family — beginning with Abraham. 

Genesis is not merely a history book; it is a revelation of God’s character and His purposes for creation and redemption. 

Structure of Genesis

Genesis divides neatly into two major sections:

 

📜 1. Primeval History (Chapters 1–11)

Covers early events in human history:

• Creation (Ch. 1–2)

• The Fall of Man (Ch. 3)

• Cain and Abel (Ch. 4)

• The Flood and Noah (Ch. 6–9)

• The Tower of Babel (Ch. 11)

 

👤 2. Patriarchal History (Chapters 12–50)

Follows the lives of the patriarchs of Israel:

• Abraham (Ch. 12–25)

• Isaac (Ch. 25–27)

• Jacob (Ch. 27–36)

• Joseph (Ch. 37–50)

Each section is introduced with the phrase “These are the generations of…” , marking genealogical or historical transitions throughout the book. 

Major Themes

• Creation and Order: God brings light, life, and structure out of chaos. 

• Covenant and Promise: God’s promises to Abraham shape the narrative of redemption. 

• Sin and Judgment: From Eden to Babel, humanity’s rebellion brings consequences. 

• Grace and Redemption: Even in judgment, God provides grace — a pattern fulfilled in Christ. 

• Faith and Obedience: The lives of the patriarchs display faith, failure, and God’s faithfulness. 

Why Genesis Matters Today

Genesis answers the big questions of life:

• Where did we come from? 

• Why is the world broken? 

• Is there hope? 

• What is God doing about evil and sin? 

It reveals that history is not random, but driven by the purpose and promises of God. Genesis points forward to Jesus Christ, the Seed of the woman (Genesis 3:15), through whom all nations of the earth will be blessed (Genesis 12:3). 

Key Verse

“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” – Genesis 1:1

This verse sets the tone not only for the book, but for the entire Bible — God is the origin, the center, and the end of all things. 

Genesis 1 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Creation of the Heavens and the Earth” 

The Beginning

1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 

 Cross References: John 1:1-3; Hebrews 11:3; Psalm 33:6

2 The earth was formless and empty; darkness covered the deep waters, and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters. 

 Cross References: Psalm 104:30; Job 26:13; Jeremiah 4:23

Day One — Light and Darkness

3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 

 Cross References: 2 Corinthians 4:6; Psalm 33:9; John 1:5

4 God saw that the light was good, and He separated the light from the darkness. 

 Cross References: Ecclesiastes 11:7; 1 John 1:5; Psalm 104:2

5 God called the light “Day,” and the darkness He called “Night.” Evening passed and morning came— the first day. 

 Cross References: Psalm 74:16; Psalm 104:20; John 11:9

Day Two — The Sky

6 Then God said, “Let there be a space in the middle of the waters to separate water from water.” 

 Cross References: Job 37:18; Psalm 148:4; Proverbs 8:28

7 So God made the space and separated the water under the space from the water above it. And it was so. 

 Cross References: Psalm 104:2-3; Job 38:8-9; 2 Peter 3:5

8 God called the space “Sky.” Evening passed and morning came—the second day. 

 Cross References: Psalm 19:1; Psalm 150:1; Isaiah 45:12

Day Three — Land, Seas, and Plants

9 Then God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered to one place so that dry ground may appear.” And it was so. 

 Cross References: Job 38:8-11; Psalm 33:7; Jeremiah 5:22

10 God called the dry ground “Land,” and the gathered waters He called “Seas.” God saw that it was good. 

 Cross References: Psalm 95:5; Psalm 24:1-2; Jonah 1:9

11 Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and fruit trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, each according to its kind.” And it was so. 

 Cross References: Psalm 104:14; Psalm 65:9-13; Matthew 6:28-30

12 The land produced vegetation—plants bearing seed according to their kinds, and trees bearing fruit with seed according to their kinds. God saw that it was good. 

 Cross References: Psalm 104:14; Matthew 13:31-32; 1 Corinthians 15:38

13 Evening passed and morning came—the third day. 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:5; Psalm 74:16; Exodus 20:11

Day Four — Sun, Moon, and Stars

14 Then God said, “Let there be lights in the sky to separate day from night, and let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years. 

 Cross References: Psalm 74:16; Psalm 104:19; Jeremiah 31:35

15 Let them be lights in the sky to give light on the earth.” And it was so. 

 Cross References: Psalm 136:7-9; Deuteronomy 4:19; Psalm 148:3

16 God made two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—

and He also made the stars. 

 Cross References: Psalm 8:3; Psalm 136:7-9; Deuteronomy 4:19

17 God set them in the sky to give light on the earth, 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 31:35; Psalm 148:3-5; Psalm 19:4-6

18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate light from darkness. God saw that it was good. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 31:35-36; Psalm 74:16; Isaiah 45:7

19 Evening passed and morning came—the fourth day. 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:13; Exodus 20:11; Psalm 33:6

Day Five — Sea Creatures and Birds

20 Then God said, “Let the waters swarm with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the sky.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 104:25-26; Job 12:7-9; Genesis 8:17

21 So God created the great sea creatures and every living thing that moves in the waters, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. God saw that it was good. 

 Cross References: Psalm 104:25-26; Job 41:1; Psalm 148:7

22 God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the waters in the seas, and let the birds multiply on the earth.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:28; Genesis 8:17; Psalm 145:15-16

23 Evening passed and morning came—the fifth day. 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:8; Genesis 1:19; Genesis 1:31

Day Six — Land Animals and Humanity

24 Then God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds—livestock, creatures that crawl, and wild animals, each according to its kind.” And it was so. 

 Cross References: Psalm 104:24; Genesis 2:19; Job 12:7-10

25 God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds. God saw that it was good. 

 Cross References: Psalm 104:24; Job 12:10; Psalm 145:9

26 Then God said, “Let Us make human beings in Our image, after Our likeness, so they may rule over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, the livestock, all the earth, and every creature that moves on the ground.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 5:1; Genesis 9:6; James 3:9

27 So God created humanity in His own image; in the image of God He created them—male and female He created them. 

 Cross References: Genesis 5:1-2; Matthew 19:4; Colossians 3:10

28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and every living thing that moves on the earth.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 9:1; Genesis 9:7; Psalm 8:6-8

29 Then God said, “Look, I have given you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree with fruit that has seed in it—they will be your food. 

 Cross References: Genesis 9:3; Psalm 104:14-15; Psalm 145:15

30 And to every animal of the earth, every bird of the air, and everything that crawls on the ground—

everything that has the breath of life—I give every green plant for food.” And it was so. 

 Cross References: Psalm 104:14; Psalm 147:9; Job 38:41

31 God looked over everything He had made, and indeed, it was very good. Evening passed and morning came—the sixth day. 

 Cross References: Ecclesiastes 7:29; 1 Timothy 4:4; Psalm 104:24

Key Lessons from Genesis 1

•  God Is the Sovereign Creator: All things begin with God’s will and power. 

•  God’s Word Brings Reality: He speaks, and creation responds—His word is effective and trustworthy. 

•  Order and Goodness: God forms and fills the world, calling it “good,” showing His wisdom and care. 

•  Human Dignity: Men and women are made in God’s image, giving every person priceless worth. 

•  Stewardship and Authority: Humanity is commissioned to rule and care for creation responsibly. 

•  Provision from the Start: God provides light, land, food, and rhythms needed for life to flourish. 

•  Purposeful Rhythms: The pattern of days models a healthy cadence for work, rest, and worship. 

•  Male and Female Together: God’s image is reflected in both male and female, designed for partnership. 

•  Very Good Creation: God delights in His completed work, inviting us to see creation with gratitude. 

Genesis 2 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Seventh Day and the Garden of Eden” 

The Seventh Day: God Rests

1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, along with everything in them. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 45:12; Psalm 33:6; Nehemiah 9:6

2 On the seventh day God ended the work He had done, and He rested on the seventh day from all His work. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:11; Exodus 31:17; Hebrews 4:4

3 God blessed the seventh day and set it apart as holy, because on it He rested from all the work of creation He had done. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:8-11; Isaiah 58:13; Hebrews 4:9-10

The History of the Heavens and the Earth

4 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created—when the Lord God made the earth and the heavens. 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:1; Psalm 90:1-2; Hebrews 11:3

5 No shrubs or field plants had yet appeared on the earth, and no crops had grown, because the Lord God had not yet sent rain on the earth, and there was no human to till the ground. 

 Cross References: Genesis 2:15; Job 38:26-27; Psalm 104:14

6 But a mist rose from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground. 

 Cross References: Job 36:27-28; Psalm 104:13; Genesis 2:10

The Creation of the Man and the Garden

7 Then the Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life. The man became a living person. 

 Cross References: Job 33:4; Ecclesiastes 12:7; 1 Corinthians 15:45

8 The Lord God planted a garden in the east, in Eden, and there He put the man He had formed. 

 Cross References: Genesis 13:10; Isaiah 51:3; Ezekiel 28:13

9 The Lord God made every kind of tree grow from the ground—trees that were beautiful and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

 Cross References: Genesis 3:22; Revelation 2:7; Revelation 22:2

The River from Eden

10 A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden; from there it divided and became four rivers. 

 Cross References: Genesis 2:6; Revelation 22:1; Ezekiel 47:1

11 The name of the first is Pishon. It winds through the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:9; Genesis 10:7; Genesis 25:18

12 The gold of that land is good; aromatic resin (bdellium) and onyx stone are also there. 

 Cross References: Numbers 11:7; Ezekiel 28:13; Exodus 25:7

13 The name of the second river is Gihon. It winds through the whole land of Cush. 

 Cross References: Genesis 10:6-8; Isaiah 18:1; Esther 1:1

14 The name of the third river is Hiddekel (the Tigris). It flows to the east of Assyria. The fourth river is the Euphrates. 

 Cross References: Daniel 10:4; Genesis 15:18; Deuteronomy 1:7

The Man’s Calling and Command

15 The Lord God took the man and placed him in the garden of Eden to work it and to take care of it. 

 Cross References: Genesis 2:8; Genesis 3:23; Psalm 8:6

16 And the Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat from any tree in the garden, Cross References: Genesis 2:9; Genesis 3:2-3; Leviticus 18:5

17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If you eat from it, you will certainly die.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 2:9; Romans 6:23; Genesis 3:3

Not Good to Be Alone

18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:27; 1 Corinthians 11:9; Proverbs 18:22

Naming the Animals

19 The Lord God had formed out of the ground every wild animal and every bird of the sky. He brought them to the man to see what he would call them, and whatever the man called each living creature became its name. 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:20; Genesis 2:7; Psalm 8:6-8

20 The man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the sky, and all the wild animals. But for the man, no helper suitable for him was found. 

 Cross References: Genesis 2:18; Genesis 3:20; 1 Timothy 2:13

The Creation of the Woman

21 So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep. While he slept, God took one of his ribs and then closed up the place with flesh. 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:12; 1 Corinthians 11:8; Ephesians 5:30-31

22 The Lord God made a woman from the rib He had taken out of the man, and He brought her to the man. 

 Cross References: Genesis 2:23; 1 Corinthians 11:8-9; 1 Timothy 2:13

23 And the man said, “Now this one is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she will be called

‘woman,’ because she was taken out of man.” 

 Cross References: Ephesians 5:28-31; 1 Corinthians 11:8; Genesis 29:14

The First Marriage

24 That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife, and the two become one flesh. 

 Cross References: Matthew 19:5; Mark 10:7-8; Ephesians 5:31

25 The man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed. 

 Cross References: Genesis 3:7; Genesis 3:10-11; Exodus 32:25

Key Lessons from Genesis 2

•  Sabbath Rest Is Holy: God blessed and set apart the seventh day, teaching a rhythm of work and sacred rest. 

•  Life Comes from God: Humanity is formed from the dust, but truly lives by the breath of God

—human life is sacred and dependent on Him. 

•  Vocation and Stewardship: Humanity is placed in Eden “to work it and keep it,” showing that caring for creation is a God-given calling, not a burden. 

•  Loving Boundaries Protect Life: God’s command about the tree teaches that obedience brings life and crossing God’s boundaries brings death. 

•  We’re Made for Community: “It is not good for the man to be alone” reveals that isolation contradicts God’s design; we flourish in God-given relationships. 

•  Equal Dignity, Complementary Design: Woman is made from man’s side—equal in worth, complementary in role—so partnership reflects God’s wisdom. 

•  Marriage as Covenant: Leaving father and mother to become “one flesh” defines marriage as a lifelong, exclusive union ordained by God. 

•  Innocence Without Shame: Before sin, the man and woman were naked and unashamed—

God’s design includes transparency, trust, and safety. 

•  Authority with Responsibility: Adam’s naming of the creatures reflects delegated authority that should be exercised with care and reverence. 

•  God’s Gracious Provision: Eden’s trees, rivers, and resources show that God provides abundantly for human flourishing. 

Genesis 3 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Fall and Its Consequences” 

The Temptation and the Fall

1 The serpent was more cunning than any wild animal the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say you must not eat from any tree in the garden?” 

 Cross References: Revelation 12:9; 2 Corinthians 11:3; Matthew 10:16

2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit from the trees in the garden, Cross References: Genesis 2:16-17; Genesis 3:3; 1 Timothy 2:14

3 but about the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden God said, ‘You must not eat from it, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’” 

 Cross References: Genesis 2:17; Deuteronomy 4:2; Revelation 22:18-19

4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 

 Cross References: John 8:44; 2 Corinthians 11:3; 1 John 3:8

5 “God knows that when you eat it, your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 3:22; 2 Corinthians 11:14; Isaiah 14:14

6 The woman saw that the tree was good for food, pleasing to the eyes, and desirable to make one wise. She took some of its fruit and ate it. She also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 

 Cross References: 1 Timothy 2:14; James 1:14-15; 1 John 2:16

7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew they were naked. So they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 

 Cross References: Genesis 2:25; Isaiah 47:3; Revelation 3:17-18

God Confronts the Sinners

8 Then they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves among the trees from the presence of the Lord God. 

 Cross References: Psalm 139:7-12; Jonah 1:3; Job 31:33

9 The Lord God called to the man and said, “Where are you?” 

 Cross References: Genesis 4:9; Joshua 7:19; Revelation 3:20

10 He answered, “I heard You in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked, so I hid.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 3:7; Exodus 3:6; 1 John 3:20

11 Then He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree I commanded you not to eat from?” 

 Cross References: Genesis 2:17; Genesis 3:17; Ecclesiastes 7:29

12 The man said, “The woman You put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 3:6; Proverbs 28:13; Job 31:33

13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What have you done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

 Cross References: 2 Corinthians 11:3; 1 Timothy 2:14; John 8:44

Judgment on the Serpent

14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, you are cursed more than all livestock and more than any wild animal. You will crawl on your belly and eat dust all the days of your life. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 65:25; Micah 7:17; Revelation 12:9

15 I will put hostility between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 Cross References: Romans 16:20; Galatians 4:4; 1 John 3:8

Consequences for the Woman

16 To the woman He said, “I will greatly increase your pain and your conception; you will give birth to children in pain. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.” 

 Cross References: 1 Timothy 2:15; 1 Corinthians 11:3; Ephesians 5:22-23

Consequences for the Man

17 To Adam He said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘Do not eat,’ the ground is cursed because of you. You will eat from it by painful toil all the days of your life. 

 Cross References: Romans 8:20-22; Ecclesiastes 1:2-3; Hebrews 6:8

18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. 

 Cross References: Hosea 10:8; Matthew 7:16; Romans 8:20-22

19 By the sweat of your face you will eat your bread until you return to the ground—because from it you were taken. For you are dust, and to dust you will return.” 

 Cross References: Ecclesiastes 3:20; Psalm 104:29; Job 34:15

Covering and Exile from Eden

20 The man named his wife Eve because she would become the mother of all the living. 

 Cross References: Genesis 3:15; Genesis 4:1; 1 Timothy 2:13

21 The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 9:22; Leviticus 17:11; Revelation 7:14

22 And the Lord God said, “The man has become like one of Us, knowing good and evil. Now he must not reach out, take from the tree of life, eat, and live forever.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 3:5; Isaiah 6:8; 1 Corinthians 15:22

23 So the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. 

 Cross References: Genesis 2:15; Genesis 4:2; Ecclesiastes 5:15

24 After He drove the man out, He placed cherubim and a flaming sword that turned in every direction to guard the way to the tree of life. 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:18-22; Ezekiel 28:14-16; Revelation 22:2,14

Key Lessons from Genesis 3

•  Sin Begins with Doubting God’s Word: The serpent twists what God said, and temptation takes root when we question God’s truth. 

•  Desire, Deception, and Disobedience: What looks good and promises wisdom can still lead to ruin when it defies God’s command. 

•  Shame and Hiding Follow Sin: Awareness of guilt breaks intimacy with God and with each other, leading to fear and cover-ups. 

•  Passing Blame Doesn’t Heal: Adam blames Eve, Eve blames the serpent—responsibility before God cannot be dodged. 

•  Judgment and Mercy Together: God pronounces consequences, yet promises a Deliverer who will crush the serpent’s head (the first glimpse of redemption). 

•  Brokenness in Work and Family: Pain in childbirth, struggle in marriage, and toil in labor mark life east of Eden. 

•  God Provides Covering: Even in judgment, God clothes the guilty—hinting at sacrifice and grace. 

•  Life Is Guarded, Not Lost: Access to the tree of life is barred for now, pointing forward to restoration in God’s time. 

Genesis 4 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Cain and Abel, and the Spread of Sin” 

Cain and Abel

1 Adam knew his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She said, “With the Lord’s help I have gotten a man.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 4:25; 1 Chronicles 1:1; Luke 3:38

2 Later she gave birth to his brother Abel. Abel kept sheep, but Cain worked the soil. 

 Cross References: Genesis 4:20; Hebrews 11:4; 1 John 3:12

Offerings to the Lord

3 After some time, Cain brought an offering to the Lord from the fruit of the ground. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 2:1; Numbers 18:12; Hebrews 11:4

4 Abel also brought an offering—fat portions from the firstborn of his flock. The Lord looked with favor on Abel and his offering, 

 Cross References: Hebrews 11:4; 1 John 3:12; Exodus 13:12

5 but He did not look with favor on Cain and his offering. Cain was very angry, and his face fell. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 11:4; 1 John 3:12; Numbers 16:15

God’s Warning to Cain

6 The Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? 

 Cross References: Jonah 4:4; Ephesians 4:26; James 1:19-20

7 If you do what is right, won’t you be accepted? But if you don’t do what is right, sin is crouching at the door. It wants to rule you, but you must rule over it.” 

 Cross References: James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:8-9; Romans 6:12

The First Murder

8 Cain spoke to his brother Abel. While they were in the field, Cain rose up against Abel his brother and killed him. 

 Cross References: 1 John 3:12; Matthew 23:35; Jude 1:11

9 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?” He replied, “I don’t know. Am I my brother’s keeper?” 

 Cross References: Genesis 3:9; 1 John 3:15; Luke 10:29

10 The Lord said, “What have you done? Your brother’s blood is crying out to Me from the ground. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 12:24; Revelation 6:9-10; Numbers 35:33

11 Now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 27:24; Numbers 35:33; Genesis 9:6

12 When you work the ground, it will no longer yield its best for you. You will be a restless wanderer on the earth.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 26:21; Proverbs 28:17; Hebrews 11:38

Mercy and Mark for Cain

13 Cain said to the Lord, “My punishment is more than I can bear. 

 Cross References: Matthew 27:4-5; 2 Corinthians 7:10; Job 15:20-24

14 You have driven me away from the land today, and I will be hidden from Your presence. I will be a wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:23; Psalm 51:11; Jude 1:13

15 The Lord said to him, “Not so! If anyone kills Cain, he will suffer vengeance seven times over.” 

Then the Lord put a mark on Cain to protect him so that anyone who found him would not kill him. 

 Cross References: Romans 12:19; Psalm 79:12; Ezekiel 9:4-6

16 Cain went out from the Lord’s presence and lived in the land of Nod, east of Eden. 

 Cross References: Jonah 1:3; Job 1:12; 2 Kings 24:20

Cain’s Family Line

17 Cain knew his wife, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Enoch. Cain built a city and named it after his son, Enoch. 

 Cross References: Genesis 4:1; 1 Chronicles 1:1; Hebrews 11:16

18 Enoch had a son named Irad; Irad had Mehujael; Mehujael had Methushael; Methushael had Lamech. 

 Cross References: Genesis 5:1-32; 1 Chronicles 1:1-4; Jude 1:14

Lamech and His Children

19 Lamech married two women: one named Adah and the other Zillah. 

 Cross References: Genesis 2:24; Malachi 2:14-15; Matthew 19:4-6

20 Adah gave birth to Jabal; he became the father of those who live in tents and raise livestock. 

 Cross References: Genesis 9:20; Job 1:3; 1 Timothy 6:17

21 His brother’s name was Jubal; he became the father of all who play the harp and flute. 

 Cross References: Psalm 150:3-4; Genesis 31:27; 1 Samuel 16:23

22 Zillah also had a son, Tubal-cain, who forged tools from bronze and iron. Tubal-cain’s sister was Naamah. 

 Cross References: Genesis 4:17; Isaiah 2:4; 2 Chronicles 24:12

Lamech’s Boast

23 Lamech said to his wives, “Adah and Zillah, listen to me; wives of Lamech, hear my words. I have killed a man for wounding me, a young man for striking me. 

 Cross References: Genesis 4:8; Matthew 5:21-22; Numbers 35:19-21

24 If Cain is avenged seven times, then Lamech seventy-seven times.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 4:15; Matthew 18:21-22; Romans 12:19

Seth and Enosh

25 Adam knew his wife again, and she gave birth to a son and named him Seth, saying, “God has given me another child in place of Abel, since Cain killed him.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 5:3; 1 Chronicles 1:1; Luke 3:38

26 Seth also had a son, and he named him Enosh. Then people began to call on the name of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Genesis 5:6; 1 Chronicles 1:1; Psalm 105:1

Key Lessons from Genesis 4

•  God Desires the Heart, Not Just the Gift: Abel’s offering—first and best—was accepted; Cain’s was not. Worship is about faith and obedience, not mere form. 

•  Sin Is Close, but Not Inevitable: Temptation “crouches at the door,” yet God calls us to master it rather than be mastered by it. 

•  Life Is Sacred: Abel’s blood “cries out,” showing God hears the innocent and will judge violence. 

•  Justice Tempered with Mercy: God disciplines Cain but also marks him for protection—

judgment and mercy can coexist. 

•  Choices Shape Generations: Cain’s line advances cities, music, and metalwork, yet violence grows—human culture is gifted but fallen. 

•  Boast of Vengeance vs. Way of Grace: Lamech glorifies retaliation; God’s people are called to another way. 

•  Hope After Loss: Through Seth and Enosh, a new line rises, and people begin to call on the Lord—grace opens a path forward after tragedy. 

Genesis 5 – Crawford Standard Bible

“From Adam to Noah” 

The Family Record of Adam

1 This is the written account of Adam’s family line. When God created human beings, He made them in the likeness of God. 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:26-27; 1 Chronicles 1:1; Luke 3:38

2 He created them male and female, blessed them, and called them “human” (Adam) on the day they were created. 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:27; Malachi 2:15; Matthew 19:4

From Adam to Seth

3 When Adam was 130 years old, he had a son in his own likeness, in his image, and named him Seth. 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:26; 1 Chronicles 1:1; Luke 3:38

4 After Seth was born, Adam lived 800 years and had other sons and daughters. 

 Cross References: Genesis 5:22; 1 Chronicles 1:1; Romans 5:12

5 Adam lived a total of 930 years; then he died. 

 Cross References: Romans 5:12; 1 Corinthians 15:22; Hebrews 9:27

Seth to Enosh

6 When Seth was 105 years old, he had Enosh. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:1; Luke 3:37-38; Genesis 4:26

7 After Enosh was born, Seth lived 807 years and had other sons and daughters. 

 Cross References: Romans 5:12; Genesis 5:4; Ecclesiastes 1:4

8 Seth lived a total of 912 years; then he died. 

 Cross References: Romans 5:12; 1 Corinthians 15:22; Hebrews 9:27

Enosh to Cainan

9 When Enosh was 90 years old, he had Cainan. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:1-2; Luke 3:37; Genesis 5:6

10 After Cainan was born, Enosh lived 815 years and had other sons and daughters. 

 Cross References: Romans 5:12; Genesis 5:7; Ecclesiastes 1:4

11 Enosh lived a total of 905 years; then he died. 

 Cross References: Romans 5:12; 1 Corinthians 15:22; Hebrews 9:27

Cainan to Mahalaleel

12 When Cainan was 70 years old, he had Mahalaleel. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:2; Luke 3:37; Genesis 5:9

13 After Mahalaleel was born, Cainan lived 840 years and had other sons and daughters. 

 Cross References: Romans 5:12; Genesis 5:10; Ecclesiastes 1:4

14 Cainan lived a total of 910 years; then he died. 

 Cross References: Romans 5:12; 1 Corinthians 15:22; Hebrews 9:27

Mahalaleel to Jared

15 When Mahalaleel was 65 years old, he had Jared. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:2; Luke 3:37; Genesis 5:12

16 After Jared was born, Mahalaleel lived 830 years and had other sons and daughters. 

 Cross References: Romans 5:12; Genesis 5:13; Ecclesiastes 1:4

17 Mahalaleel lived a total of 895 years; then he died. 

 Cross References: Romans 5:12; 1 Corinthians 15:22; Hebrews 9:27

Jared to Enoch

18 When Jared was 162 years old, he had Enoch. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:2; Luke 3:37; Jude 1:14

19 After Enoch was born, Jared lived 800 years and had other sons and daughters. 

 Cross References: Romans 5:12; Genesis 5:16; Ecclesiastes 1:4

20 Jared lived a total of 962 years; then he died. 

 Cross References: Romans 5:12; 1 Corinthians 15:22; Hebrews 9:27

Enoch Walks with God

21 When Enoch was 65 years old, he had Methuselah. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:3; Luke 3:37; Jude 1:14-15

22 After Methuselah was born, Enoch walked with God for 300 years and had other sons and daughters. 

 Cross References: Genesis 5:24; Genesis 6:9; Micah 6:8

23 Enoch lived a total of 365 years. 

 Cross References: Psalm 90:10; Hebrews 11:5; Genesis 5:24

24 Enoch walked with God, and then he was no longer here—because God took him. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 11:5; 2 Kings 2:11; Jude 1:14

Methuselah to Lamech

25 When Methuselah was 187 years old, he had Lamech. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:3; Luke 3:36; Genesis 5:21

26 After Lamech was born, Methuselah lived 782 years and had other sons and daughters. 

 Cross References: Romans 5:12; Genesis 5:25; Ecclesiastes 1:4

27 Methuselah lived a total of 969 years; then he died. 

 Cross References: Romans 5:12; 1 Corinthians 15:22; Hebrews 9:27

Lamech to Noah

28 When Lamech was 182 years old, he had a son. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:3-4; Luke 3:36; Genesis 5:25

29 He named him Noah, saying, “He will comfort us in the hard work and painful toil of our hands caused by the ground the Lord has cursed.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 3:17-19; Genesis 6:8; Genesis 9:20

30 After Noah was born, Lamech lived 595 years and had other sons and daughters. 

 Cross References: Romans 5:12; Genesis 5:28; Ecclesiastes 1:4

31 Lamech lived a total of 777 years; then he died. 

 Cross References: Romans 5:12; 1 Corinthians 15:22; Hebrews 9:27

Noah’s Sons

32 After Noah was 500 years old, he became the father of Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:4; Genesis 6:10; Genesis 9:18-19

Key Lessons from Genesis 5

•  God’s Image Endures: From Adam onward, humanity retains the dignity of being made in God’s likeness. 

•  Life Is a Gift—and Brief: The steady refrain “and then he died” reminds us of mortality and our need for God’s grace. 

•  Walk with God: Enoch’s life shows that close fellowship with God is possible and precious—

God notices a faithful walk. 

•  Names with Meaning: “Noah” (“rest/comfort”) signals hope that God will bring relief in a cursed world. 

•  Generational Faithfulness: God works through families and generations; our choices and devotion ripple forward. 

•  Longevity before the Flood: The long lifespans highlight a unique pre-flood world and underscore God’s patience with humanity. 

•  Hope Threaded through History: Even in a world marked by death, God preserves a line through which comfort and salvation will come. 

Genesis 6 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Human Wickedness, God’s Warning, and Noah’s Ark” 

Humanity Multiplies; Sin Increases

1 When people began to multiply on the earth and daughters were born to them, Cross References: Genesis 1:28; Genesis 9:1; Genesis 6:5

2 the sons of God saw that the daughters of humans were beautiful, and they took as wives any they chose. 

 Cross References: Genesis 6:4; Deuteronomy 7:3-4; 1 Corinthians 7:39

3 Then the Lord said, “My Spirit will not contend with humans forever, for they are flesh; their days will be one hundred and twenty years.” 

 Cross References: Galatians 5:16-17; 1 Peter 3:19-20; Job 33:14-16

4 There were giants (Nephilim) on the earth in those days—and also afterward—when the sons of God went in to the daughters of humans, and they bore children to them. These became the mighty men of old, men of renown. 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:33; Jude 1:6; 2 Peter 2:4

God’s Grief and the Sentence

5 The Lord saw that human wickedness was great on the earth and that every intention of the thoughts of their hearts was only evil all the time. 

 Cross References: Genesis 8:21; Romans 1:21; Jeremiah 17:9

6 The Lord regretted that He had made humans on the earth, and His heart was grieved. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 15:11; Psalm 78:40; Isaiah 63:10

7 So the Lord said, “I will wipe from the face of the earth the human race I have created—and with them the animals, the crawling things, and the birds of the sky—for I am grieved that I have made them.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 7:4; 2 Peter 3:6; Job 22:16

Noah Walks with God

8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Genesis 19:19; Exodus 33:12-13; Luke 1:30

9 This is the account of Noah: Noah was a righteous man, blameless among his generation; Noah walked with God. 

 Cross References: Genesis 7:1; Ezekiel 14:14; 2 Peter 2:5

10 Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

 Cross References: Genesis 5:32; Genesis 9:18-19; 1 Chronicles 1:4

Violence Fills the Earth

11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and full of violence. 

 Cross References: Genesis 6:5; Psalm 14:2-3; Ezekiel 8:17

12 God looked at the earth, and indeed it was corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth. 

 Cross References: Genesis 6:11; Romans 3:12; Jude 1:15

The Ark: God’s Instructions

13 God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me, because the earth is filled with violence because of them. I am going to destroy them along with the earth. 

 Cross References: Matthew 24:37-39; 2 Peter 3:6; Luke 17:26-27

14 Make yourself an ark of gopher wood. Make rooms in the ark, and coat it inside and out with pitch. 

 Cross References: Exodus 2:3; Hebrews 11:7; 1 Peter 3:20

15 This is how you are to build it: The ark is to be three hundred cubits long, fifty cubits wide, and thirty cubits high. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 3:11; Hebrews 11:7; Genesis 6:22

16 Make a roof for the ark, finishing it to a cubit above, and put a door in the side of the ark. Make it with lower, second, and third decks. 

 Cross References: Genesis 8:6; Genesis 7:16; 2 Peter 2:5

The Flood and the Covenant

17 “Look, I am bringing a flood of waters on the earth to destroy all flesh under heaven that has the breath of life. Everything on the earth will perish. 

 Cross References: Genesis 7:21-23; 2 Peter 2:5; Matthew 24:38-39

18 But I will establish My covenant with you, and you will enter the ark—you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you. 

 Cross References: Genesis 9:9-11; Hebrews 11:7; 1 Peter 3:20

Animals and Food for the Ark

19 Bring into the ark two of every living thing of all flesh, male and female, to keep them alive with you. 

 Cross References: Genesis 7:8-9; Genesis 7:15; Isaiah 11:6-9

20 Two of every kind of bird, of every kind of livestock, and of every kind of creature that crawls on the ground will come to you to be kept alive. 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:21-25; Genesis 7:14-15; Psalm 104:24-25

21 Take every kind of food that is eaten and store it; it will be food for you and for them.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:29-30; Genesis 41:35; Proverbs 6:6-8

Noah Obeys

22 Noah did everything just as God commanded him. 

 Cross References: Genesis 7:5; Hebrews 11:7; Exodus 40:16

Key Lessons from Genesis 6

•  God Sees and Judges Wickedness: Violence and corruption reach a tipping point; divine patience has limits. 

•  Grace in a Dark Generation: “Noah found favor”—God’s mercy singles out a faithful remnant. 

•  Walk with God, Not the Crowd: Noah’s righteousness stands out amid universal decay. 

•  Obedience in Details Matters: God gives precise instructions; Noah follows them exactly. 

•  Covenant Hope: Even amid judgment, God promises relationship and preservation. 

•  Stewardship of Life: Caring for animals and preparing food shows God’s concern for all living things. 

•  Sin Spreads; So Must Faithfulness: As evil multiplies, faithful obedience becomes a witness to God’s purposes. 

Genesis 7 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Flood Begins and the Ark Is Sealed” 

Enter the Ark

1 Then the Lord said to Noah, “Come into the ark—you and your whole household—for I have seen that you are righteous before Me in this generation. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 11:7; 2 Peter 2:5; Genesis 6:9

2 Take with you seven pairs of every clean animal, a male with its female, and one pair of every unclean animal, a male with its female. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:1-8; Genesis 8:20; Leviticus 20:25

3 Also take seven pairs of every kind of bird, male and female, to keep their kinds alive across the whole earth. 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:22; Genesis 8:17; Genesis 7:14

4 In seven days I will send rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights, and I will wipe from the face of the ground every living thing I have made.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 7:10; Genesis 7:17; Matthew 24:38

5 Noah did everything the Lord commanded him. 

 Cross References: Genesis 6:22; Hebrews 11:7; Exodus 40:16

6 Noah was six hundred years old when the floodwaters came upon the earth. 

 Cross References: Genesis 5:32; Genesis 7:11; Genesis 9:28

Entering the Ark

7 Noah, his sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives went into the ark because of the waters of the flood. 

 Cross References: Genesis 6:18; 1 Peter 3:20; Hebrews 11:7

8 Pairs of clean and unclean animals, birds, and every creature that crawls on the ground Cross References: Leviticus 11:1-8; Genesis 7:2; Genesis 6:19

9 came to Noah and entered the ark two by two, male and female, as God had commanded Noah. 

 Cross References: Genesis 6:19-20; Genesis 7:16; Genesis 1:22

10 After seven days, the floodwaters came upon the earth. 

 Cross References: Genesis 7:4; Matthew 24:38; Luke 17:27

The Flood Breaks Forth

11 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, on the seventeenth day of the second month—on that day all the springs of the great deep burst open, and the windows of the heavens were opened. 

 Cross References: Genesis 6:17; 2 Peter 3:6; Proverbs 8:28

12 And rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights. 

 Cross References: Genesis 7:4; Genesis 7:17; Job 12:15

13 On that very day Noah and his sons—Shem, Ham, and Japheth—Noah’s wife, and the three wives of his sons entered the ark, 

 Cross References: Genesis 6:18; Genesis 8:18; 1 Peter 3:20

14 with every kind of animal according to its kind: livestock, wild animals, all the creatures that crawl on the ground, and every kind of bird—every winged creature. 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:21-25; Genesis 6:20; Genesis 8:19

15 They came to Noah and entered the ark—two of every creature that has the breath of life. 

 Cross References: Genesis 6:19-20; Genesis 7:9; Genesis 6:17

16 The animals entering were male and female of every living thing, just as God had commanded Noah. Then the Lord shut him in. 

 Cross References: Genesis 6:22; Deuteronomy 32:4; Job 12:14

Waters Rise and Prevail

17 For forty days the flood kept coming on the earth. As the waters rose, they lifted the ark above the earth. 

 Cross References: Genesis 6:17; 2 Peter 2:5; Matthew 24:39

18 The waters increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the surface of the waters. 

 Cross References: Genesis 7:24; Psalm 104:6; 2 Peter 3:6

19 The waters rose higher and higher on the earth, and all the high mountains under the whole sky were covered. 

 Cross References: Genesis 7:20; Psalm 104:6; 2 Peter 3:6

20 The waters rose more than fifteen cubits (about twenty-three feet), covering the mountains. 

 Cross References: Genesis 7:19; Psalm 104:6; Job 22:16

All Life Outside the Ark Perishes

21 Every living thing that moved on land died—birds, livestock, wild animals, all the creatures that swarm over the earth, and all people. 

 Cross References: Genesis 6:13; Genesis 6:17; 2 Peter 3:6

22 Everything on dry land that had the breath of life in its nostrils died. 

 Cross References: Genesis 2:7; Genesis 6:17; Job 34:14-15

23 Every living thing on the face of the earth was wiped out—people, animals, creatures that move along the ground, and birds of the sky were destroyed from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those with him in the ark. 

 Cross References: Genesis 6:7; Matthew 24:38-39; 2 Peter 2:5

Waters Reign

24 The waters overwhelmed the earth for one hundred and fifty days. 

 Cross References: Genesis 8:3; Genesis 8:4; Job 12:15

Key Lessons from Genesis 7

•  God Saves Households Through Faith: Noah’s trust and obedience bring his family under God’s protection. 

•  Holiness Makes Distinctions: Clean and unclean animals show God’s order and purpose even in judgment. 

•  God’s Timing Is Precise: The specific dates and details remind us that God’s plans are exact and trustworthy. 

•  God Shuts the Door: Salvation is God’s work; there is a decisive moment of grace and also of separation. 

•  Judgment Is Real and Total: Outside the ark, life perishes—sin’s consequences are severe. 

•  Obedience Before Understanding: Noah prepares before the rain—faith acts on God’s word, not on sight. 

•  Preservation for a New Beginning: Pairs of animals and stored food point to renewal and life after judgment. 

Genesis 8 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Waters Recede and God’s Promise” 

God Remembers and the Waters Recede

1 God remembered Noah, all the animals, and all the livestock with him in the ark. He sent a wind over the earth, and the waters began to go down. 

 Cross References: Genesis 19:29; Exodus 2:24; Psalm 106:45

2 The springs of the deep and the windows of the heavens were closed, and the rain from the sky stopped. 

 Cross References: Genesis 7:11; Genesis 7:12; Job 38:8-11

3 The waters kept receding from the earth, and after one hundred fifty days, the waters had gone down. 

 Cross References: Genesis 8:4; Job 12:15; Psalm 104:9

4 On the seventeenth day of the seventh month, the ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 19:37; Jeremiah 51:27; Isaiah 37:38

5 The waters continued to decrease until the tenth month; on the first day of the tenth month the tops of the mountains could be seen. 

 Cross References: Genesis 8:13; Genesis 8:14; Job 26:10

Raven and Dove Sent Out

6 After forty days, Noah opened the window he had made in the ark Cross References: Genesis 6:16; Genesis 8:9; Genesis 8:12

7 and sent out a raven. It kept flying back and forth until the waters had dried up from the earth. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:15; Job 38:41; Proverbs 30:17

8 Then he sent out a dove to see if the waters had receded from the ground. 

 Cross References: Genesis 8:10; Genesis 8:12; Song of Solomon 2:12

9 But the dove found no place to land because water still covered the whole earth, so it returned to him in the ark. Noah reached out his hand, took the dove, and brought it back inside. 

 Cross References: Genesis 8:11; Isaiah 60:8; Psalm 55:6

10 He waited seven more days and again sent out the dove from the ark. 

 Cross References: Genesis 8:12; Job 14:14; Lamentations 3:25-26

11 That evening the dove returned with a freshly picked olive leaf in its beak. Then Noah knew the waters had gone down from the earth. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 2:12; Jeremiah 11:16; Romans 11:17

12 He waited seven more days and sent out the dove again, and this time it did not return. 

 Cross References: Genesis 8:8; Genesis 8:10; Numbers 23:11

The Earth Dries and the Ark Empties

13 In Noah’s six hundred first year, on the first day of the first month, the waters had dried up from the earth. Noah removed the covering of the ark and saw that the surface of the ground was dry. 

 Cross References: Genesis 7:11; Genesis 7:6; 2 Peter 2:5

14 By the twenty-seventh day of the second month, the earth was completely dry. 

 Cross References: Genesis 8:5; Genesis 7:11; Genesis 8:22

15 Then God spoke to Noah, 

 Cross References: Genesis 6:13-21; Genesis 7:1; 2 Peter 2:5

16 “Come out of the ark—you, your wife, your sons, and your sons’ wives with you. 

 Cross References: Genesis 7:7; Genesis 7:13; 1 Peter 3:20

17 Bring out every living thing with you—birds, livestock, and every creature that crawls on the earth —so they can breed abundantly, be fruitful, and multiply on the earth.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:22; Genesis 9:1; Genesis 9:7

18 So Noah went out, along with his sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives. 

 Cross References: Genesis 7:7; Genesis 7:13; 1 Peter 3:20

19 All the animals—every creature that crawls, every bird, everything that moves on the earth—went out by their families. 

 Cross References: Genesis 6:20; Genesis 7:14; Genesis 8:17

Worship and God’s Promise

20 Noah built an altar to the Lord. He took some of every clean animal and every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 

 Cross References: Genesis 4:3-4; Leviticus 1:9; Hebrews 11:4

21 The Lord smelled the pleasing aroma and said in His heart, “Never again will I curse the ground because of humans, even though the thoughts of the human heart are evil from youth. And never again will I destroy every living thing as I have done. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 1:9; Ephesians 5:2; Genesis 3:17

22 While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night will not cease.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 33:20; Psalm 74:16-17; Acts 14:17

Key Lessons from Genesis 8

•  God Remembers: Even in long seasons of waiting, God does not forget His people or His promises. 

•  Signs of New Life: The olive leaf and drying ground show that God is preparing renewal after judgment. 

•  Worship First: Noah’s first act on dry ground is worship—gratitude anchors new beginnings. 

•  Mercy with Realism: God recognizes human sinfulness yet commits to sustain the world by grace. 

•  Stable Rhythms Are a Gift: “Seedtime and harvest… day and night” promise a reliable order for life and work. 

•  Be Fruitful Again: God sends survivors out to multiply—restoration includes purpose and growth. 

Genesis 9 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Covenant with Noah and the Nations” 

Blessing and New Beginning

1 God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth. 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:28; Genesis 8:17; Genesis 6:18

2 The fear and dread of you will be on every animal of the earth, every bird of the sky, every creature that moves on the ground, and all the fish of the sea; they are placed in your hands. 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:28; Psalm 8:6-8; James 3:7

3 Every living, moving thing will be food for you—just as I gave you the green plants, I now give you everything. 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:29; Deuteronomy 12:15; 1 Timothy 4:3-4

4 But you must not eat meat with its lifeblood still in it. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 17:10-14; Deuteronomy 12:23; Acts 15:20

5 And I will demand an accounting for your lifeblood: I will require it from any animal, and from a fellow human being. From every person I will require an account for the life of another person. 

 Cross References: Genesis 4:10; Psalm 9:12; Exodus 21:28

6 Whoever sheds human blood, by humans shall that person’s blood be shed, for God made humans in His own image. 

 Cross References: Exodus 21:12; Matthew 26:52; Romans 13:4

7 As for you, be fruitful and multiply; spread out over the earth and increase on it.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:28; Genesis 9:1; Genesis 8:17

God’s Covenant and the Sign of the Rainbow

8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 

 Cross References: Genesis 6:18; Genesis 9:11; Isaiah 54:9

9 “Look, I am establishing My covenant with you and your descendants after you, Cross References: Genesis 6:18; Isaiah 54:9-10; Ezekiel 34:25

10 and with every living creature that is with you—the birds, the livestock, and all the wild animals, all that came out of the ark—every living creature on earth. 

 Cross References: Genesis 8:17; Psalm 145:9; Romans 8:19-21

11 I confirm My covenant with you: never again will all life be wiped out by floodwaters; never again will a flood destroy the whole earth.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 54:9; 2 Peter 3:6-7; Psalm 104:9

12 And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant I am making between Me and you and every living creature with you, for all future generations:

 Cross References: Genesis 17:11; Ezekiel 20:12; Genesis 9:17

13 I have placed My rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between Me and the earth. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 1:28; Revelation 4:3; Revelation 10:1

14 Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the clouds, Cross References: Genesis 9:16; Ezekiel 1:28; Revelation 4:3

15 I will remember My covenant between Me and you and every living creature of all flesh, and the waters will never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 54:9-10; Leviticus 26:42; Psalm 105:8

16 When the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will look at it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh on the earth.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 9:13; Ezekiel 1:28; Revelation 4:3

17 God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between Me and all flesh on the earth.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 9:12-13; Genesis 17:11; Isaiah 54:9-10

Noah’s Vineyard and His Sons

18 The sons of Noah who came out of the ark were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. (Ham was the father of Canaan.)

 Cross References: Genesis 5:32; Genesis 10:6; 1 Chronicles 1:4

19 These three were Noah’s sons, and from them the people of the whole earth spread out. 

 Cross References: Genesis 10:32; Acts 17:26; Genesis 9:1

20 Noah became a farmer and planted a vineyard. 

 Cross References: Genesis 3:17-19; Deuteronomy 8:8; Proverbs 20:1

21 He drank some of the wine, became drunk, and lay uncovered inside his tent. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 20:1; Proverbs 23:31-35; Habakkuk 2:15

22 Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father naked and told his two brothers outside. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:6-7; Habakkuk 2:15; Genesis 19:33-35

23 Then Shem and Japheth took a garment, laid it across their shoulders, walked in backward, and covered their father’s nakedness. Their faces were turned away so they did not see their father naked. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:12; Leviticus 18:6-7; 1 Corinthians 13:4-7

24 When Noah awoke from his wine and learned what his youngest son had done to him, Cross References: Genesis 9:22; Proverbs 20:1; Habakkuk 2:15

25 he said, “Cursed be Canaan! He shall be the lowest of servants to his brothers.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 27:16; Joshua 9:23; 1 Kings 9:20-21

26 He also said, “Blessed be the Lord, the God of Shem! May Canaan be his servant. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:9; Psalm 105:9-10; Exodus 3:6

27 May God enlarge Japheth; may he dwell in the tents of Shem, and may Canaan be his servant.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 42:6; Ephesians 2:13-14; Zephaniah 2:11

28 After the flood, Noah lived 350 years. 

 Cross References: Genesis 5:32; Genesis 6:9; Genesis 7:6

29 Noah lived a total of 950 years, and then he died. 

 Cross References: Romans 5:12; 1 Corinthians 15:22; Hebrews 9:27

Key Lessons from Genesis 9

•  Humanity Recommissioned: After judgment, God renews the original call—“be fruitful and multiply”—showing His desire for life to flourish. 

•  Sanctity of Life: Human life is sacred because we bear God’s image; violence against a person is an offense against God. 

•  Respect the Lifeblood: The command not to eat blood teaches reverence for life and for the Giver of life. 

•  Common-Grace Covenant: God pledges to sustain the world’s order—no worldwide flood again—giving stability for families, nations, and work. 

•  Rainbow as a Sign: The rainbow is a visible reminder of God’s mercy and faithfulness across generations. 

•  Honor vs. Disgrace: Shem and Japheth honor their father; Ham’s disrespect brings consequences—how we treat family and authority matters. 

•  Choices Have Ripples: Blessings and curses touch future lines; our actions can shape the path of those who come after us. 

•  New Beginnings Need Wisdom: Noah’s vineyard shows that even the faithful can stumble; we need humility and self-control in seasons of blessing. 

Genesis 10 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Table of Nations” 

The Families After the Flood

1 These are the records of the families of Noah’s sons—Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Sons were born to them after the flood. 

 Cross References: Genesis 9:18-19; 1 Chronicles 1:4-5; Acts 17:26

The Sons of Japheth

2 The sons of Japheth were Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:5; Ezekiel 38:2-6; Ezekiel 27:13

3 The sons of Gomer were Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:6; Jeremiah 51:27; Ezekiel 27:14

4 The sons of Javan were Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:7; Isaiah 23:1; Ezekiel 27:13

5 From these, the coastland peoples spread out into their own lands, each with its own language, family, and nation. 

 Cross References: Genesis 10:20; Genesis 10:31; Acts 17:26

The Sons of Ham

6 The sons of Ham were Cush, Mizraim (Egypt), Put, and Canaan. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:8; Genesis 9:22; Psalm 78:51

7 The sons of Cush were Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabtechah. The sons of Raamah were Sheba and Dedan. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:9; Isaiah 43:3; Ezekiel 27:22

Nimrod’s Kingdom

8 Cush fathered Nimrod, who became a mighty man on the earth. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:10; Micah 5:6; Genesis 10:9

9 He was a mighty hunter before the Lord; that is why it is said, “Like Nimrod, a mighty hunter before the Lord.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 10:8; Jeremiah 16:16; Proverbs 6:5

10 The beginning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh in the land of Shinar. 

 Cross References: Genesis 11:2; Genesis 11:9; Micah 5:6

11 From that land he went to Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth-Ir, and Calah, Cross References: Jonah 1:2; Jonah 3:3; Nahum 1:1

12 and Resen between Nineveh and Calah (that is the great city). 

 Cross References: Jonah 1:2; Jonah 3:3; Genesis 10:11

The Sons of Mizraim (Egypt)

13 Mizraim fathered the Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, and Naphtuhim, Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:11-12; Jeremiah 46:9; Ezekiel 30:5

14 Pathrusim, Casluhim (from whom the Philistines came), and Caphtorim. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:12; Amos 9:7; Jeremiah 47:4

The Canaanites and Their Territory

15 Canaan fathered Sidon his firstborn, and Heth, 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:13; Genesis 49:13; Isaiah 23:2

16 and also the Jebusites, Amorites, Girgashites, 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:19-21; Deuteronomy 7:1; Joshua 3:10

17 Hivites, Arkites, Sinites, 

 Cross References: Joshua 9:7; 2 Samuel 5:6; Deuteronomy 7:1

18 Arvadites, Zemarites, and Hamathites. Later the clans of the Canaanites spread out. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:16; Genesis 10:5; Numbers 34:11

19 The Canaanite borders extended from Sidon toward Gerar as far as Gaza, and toward Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim as far as Lasha. 

 Cross References: Genesis 19:24-25; Deuteronomy 29:23; Genesis 13:12

20 These are the sons of Ham by their families, languages, lands, and nations. 

 Cross References: Genesis 10:6; Genesis 10:32; Acts 17:26

The Line of Shem

21 Sons were also born to Shem, the ancestor of all the descendants of Eber (the Hebrews) and the brother of Japheth the elder. 

 Cross References: Genesis 11:10-26; Luke 3:35-36; Numbers 24:24

22 The sons of Shem were Elam, Asshur, Arphaxad, Lud, and Aram. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:17; Isaiah 66:19; Ezekiel 27:23

23 The sons of Aram were Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:17; Job 1:1; Genesis 22:21

24 Arphaxad fathered Salah, and Salah fathered Eber. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:18; Luke 3:35-36; Genesis 11:12-14

25 Two sons were born to Eber: one was named Peleg (“division”), because in his days the earth was divided; his brother’s name was Joktan. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:19; Genesis 11:16-17; Luke 3:35

Joktan’s Family and Settlements

26 Joktan fathered Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:20; Genesis 10:29; Job 39:6

27 Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:21; Genesis 10:26; 1 Kings 9:26

28 Obal, Abimael, Sheba, 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:22; Genesis 25:3; 1 Kings 10:1

29 Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab—all these were the sons of Joktan. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 9:28; 1 Chronicles 1:23; Genesis 2:11

30 Their settlements stretched from Mesha toward Sephar, the mountain in the east. 

 Cross References: Genesis 25:18; 1 Samuel 15:7; Job 1:1

Summary

31 These are the sons of Shem by their families, languages, lands, and nations. 

 Cross References: Genesis 10:5; Genesis 10:20; Acts 17:26

32 These are the clans of Noah’s sons, according to their family lines, in their nations. From these the nations spread out over the earth after the flood. 

 Cross References: Genesis 9:19; Acts 17:26; Deuteronomy 32:8

Key Lessons from Genesis 10

•  One Human Family: All nations trace back to Noah’s sons—humanity shares a common origin under God. 

•  Diversity with Design: God oversees the spread of peoples, lands, and languages; variety is part of His providence, not chaos. 

•  Culture and Power Can Be Used Well or Poorly: Nimrod’s “mighty” name and early cities show how strength and city-building can serve either pride or purpose. 

•  Boundaries Matter: The defined borders of Canaan hint that nations and territories fall within God’s ordering of the world. 

•  Names Tell Stories: “Peleg” (“division”) marks a turning point in human history, reminding us that God’s hand is in times of change. 

•  God’s Faithfulness Across Generations: Genealogies show God preserving a line through which His promises will unfold. 

Genesis 11 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Tower of Babel and the Line from Shem to Abram” 

One Language, One People

1 The whole earth had one language and the same words. 

 Cross References: Genesis 10:5; Genesis 10:20; Zephaniah 3:9

2 As people moved eastward, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 

 Cross References: Genesis 10:10; Daniel 1:2; Zechariah 5:11

A City and a Tower

3 They said to each other, “Come, let’s make bricks and bake them hard.” They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar. 

 Cross References: Exodus 1:14; Isaiah 9:10; Nahum 3:14

4 Then they said, “Come, let’s build a city and a tower with its top in the heavens. Let’s make a name for ourselves, or we will be scattered over the face of the whole earth.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 1:28; Isaiah 14:13-14; Jeremiah 51:53

God Confuses the Language

5 The Lord came down to see the city and the tower the people were building. 

 Cross References: Psalm 14:2; Psalm 33:13-14; Exodus 3:8

6 The Lord said, “Look, they are one people with one language, and this is only the beginning of what they will do. Now nothing they plan will be beyond their reach. 

 Cross References: Genesis 6:5; Ecclesiastes 8:11; Psalm 2:1-4

7 Come, let Us go down and confuse their language so they won’t understand one another.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:26; Genesis 3:22; Deuteronomy 32:8 LXX

8 So the Lord scattered them from there over the whole earth, and they stopped building the city. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:8; Acts 17:26; Luke 1:51

9 That is why it was called Babel, because there the Lord confused the language of the whole earth. 

From there the Lord scattered them over the face of the whole earth. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:8; Acts 2:4-11; Zephaniah 3:9

From Shem to Abram

10 These are the records of Shem’s family line: Two years after the flood, when Shem was 100 years old, he had Arphaxad. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:17-18; Luke 3:36; Genesis 10:22

11 After Arphaxad was born, Shem lived 500 years and had other sons and daughters. 

 Cross References: Romans 5:12; Genesis 11:13; Luke 3:36

12 When Arphaxad was 35 years old, he had Salah. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:18; Luke 3:35-36; Genesis 10:24

13 After Salah was born, Arphaxad lived 403 years and had other sons and daughters. 

 Cross References: Romans 5:12; Genesis 11:15; Luke 3:35

14 When Salah was 30 years old, he had Eber. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:18; Luke 3:35; Genesis 10:24

15 After Eber was born, Salah lived 403 years and had other sons and daughters. 

 Cross References: Romans 5:12; Genesis 11:17; Luke 3:35

16 When Eber was 34 years old, he had Peleg. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:19; Luke 3:35; Genesis 10:25

17 After Peleg was born, Eber lived 430 years and had other sons and daughters. 

 Cross References: Romans 5:12; Genesis 11:19; Luke 3:35

18 When Peleg was 30 years old, he had Reu. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:25; Luke 3:35; Genesis 10:25

19 After Reu was born, Peleg lived 209 years and had other sons and daughters. 

 Cross References: Romans 5:12; Genesis 11:21; Luke 3:35

20 When Reu was 32 years old, he had Serug. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:25; Luke 3:35; Genesis 11:18

21 After Serug was born, Reu lived 207 years and had other sons and daughters. 

 Cross References: Romans 5:12; Genesis 11:23; Luke 3:35

22 When Serug was 30 years old, he had Nahor. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:26; Luke 3:34; Genesis 11:20

23 After Nahor was born, Serug lived 200 years and had other sons and daughters. 

 Cross References: Romans 5:12; Genesis 11:25; Luke 3:34

24 When Nahor was 29 years old, he had Terah. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:26; Luke 3:34; Genesis 11:22

25 After Terah was born, Nahor lived 119 years and had other sons and daughters. 

 Cross References: Romans 5:12; Genesis 11:26; Luke 3:34

26 When Terah was 70 years old, he had Abram, Nahor, and Haran. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:26-27; Luke 3:34; Joshua 24:2

Terah’s Family and Their Journey

27 This is the family line of Terah: Terah had Abram, Nahor, and Haran. Haran had a son named Lot. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 1:27; Genesis 12:5; Genesis 19:37-38

28 Haran died before his father Terah in his homeland, in Ur of the Chaldeans. 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:7; Nehemiah 9:7; Acts 7:2-4

29 Abram and Nahor both married. Abram’s wife was Sarai, and Nahor’s wife was Milcah, the daughter of Haran (the father of Milcah and Iscah). 

 Cross References: Genesis 20:12; Genesis 22:20-23; Genesis 24:15

30 Sarai was unable to have children; she had no child. 

 Cross References: Genesis 16:1; Genesis 18:11; Genesis 25:21

31 Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot (Haran’s son), and his daughter-in-law Sarai, Abram’s wife, and they set out together from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to Haran, they settled there. 

 Cross References: Joshua 24:2; Acts 7:4; Nehemiah 9:7

32 Terah lived 205 years, and Terah died in Haran. 

 Cross References: Genesis 11:26; Acts 7:4; Genesis 12:4

Key Lessons from Genesis 11

•  Pride Builds Towers; God Calls Us to Trust: Babel shows how human pride seeks a name apart from God. 

•  Language and Limits Are Mercies: God confuses speech to restrain united rebellion; His limits can protect us from greater sin. 

•  Scattered by God, Gathered by Grace: The scattering at Babel sets the stage for God later gathering the nations through His promises. 

•  God’s Story Moves Through Families: The genealogy from Shem to Abram shows God guiding history toward His redemptive plan. 

•  Barrenness and Promise: Sarai’s inability to have children highlights a problem only God can solve—preparing for His promise to Abram. 

•  Obedience Is a Journey: Terah’s family heads toward Canaan and pauses in Haran; God will call Abram to continue the journey by faith. 

Genesis 12 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Call of Abram and the Journey to Egypt” 

The Call and the Promise

1 The Lord said to Abram, “Leave your country, your relatives, and your father’s household, and go to the land I will show you. 

 Cross References: Acts 7:2-4; Hebrews 11:8; Genesis 15:7

2 I will make you into a great nation. I will bless you, make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 

 Cross References: Genesis 17:4-6; Galatians 3:8-9; Genesis 22:17-18

3 I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse anyone who curses you. All the families of the earth will be blessed through you.” 

 Cross References: Galatians 3:8; Genesis 18:18; Acts 3:25

Obedience: Abram Sets Out

4 So Abram went, just as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he left Haran. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 11:8; Acts 7:4; Genesis 11:31

5 He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had gathered, and the people they had acquired in Haran. They set out for the land of Canaan—and they arrived there. 

 Cross References: Genesis 11:31; Genesis 13:1; Acts 7:4-5

Altars in the Land

6 Abram traveled through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. (At that time the Canaanites were in the land.)

 Cross References: Genesis 33:18-19; Deuteronomy 11:30; John 4:5

7 The Lord appeared to Abram and said, “I will give this land to your descendants.” Abram built an altar there to the Lord who had appeared to him. 

 Cross References: Genesis 13:15; Genesis 15:18; Galatians 3:16

8 From there he moved to the hill country east of Bethel, pitched his tent with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built another altar to the Lord and called on the Lord’s name. 

 Cross References: Genesis 13:3-4; Genesis 4:26; Genesis 26:25

9 Then Abram journeyed on, moving toward the Negev (the southern region). 

 Cross References: Genesis 13:1; Genesis 20:1; Genesis 24:62

Famine and a Plan in Egypt

10 There was a severe famine in the land, so Abram went down to Egypt to live there for a while, because the famine was heavy in Canaan. 

 Cross References: Genesis 26:1; Genesis 42:1-2; Ruth 1:1

11 As he was about to enter Egypt, he said to his wife Sarai, “Look, I know you are a beautiful woman. 

 Cross References: Genesis 20:2; Genesis 26:7; 1 Peter 3:6

12 When the Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This is his wife.’ Then they will kill me but let you live. 

 Cross References: Genesis 20:11; Genesis 26:7; Proverbs 29:25

13 Please say you are my sister so it will go well for me because of you, and my life will be spared for your sake.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 20:2; Genesis 20:12; Genesis 26:7

Sarai Taken; God Intervenes

14 When Abram entered Egypt, the Egyptians saw that Sarai was very beautiful. 

 Cross References: Genesis 12:11; Proverbs 31:30; 1 Peter 3:2

15 Pharaoh’s officials saw her and praised her to Pharaoh, and she was taken into Pharaoh’s house. 

 Cross References: Genesis 20:2; Esther 2:8; Proverbs 31:30

16 Because of her, Pharaoh treated Abram well. Abram received sheep, cattle, donkeys, male and female servants, female donkeys, and camels. 

 Cross References: Genesis 20:14; Genesis 24:35; Job 1:3

17 But the Lord struck Pharaoh and his household with severe plagues because of Sarai, Abram’s wife. 

 Cross References: Genesis 20:18; Psalm 105:14-15; Exodus 11:1

Confrontation and Departure

18 Pharaoh summoned Abram and said, “What have you done to me? Why didn’t you tell me she was your wife? 

 Cross References: Genesis 20:9-10; Genesis 26:9-10; Proverbs 12:22

19 Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’ so that I took her to be my wife? Now, here is your wife. 

Take her and go!” 

 Cross References: Genesis 20:16; Genesis 26:11; Proverbs 6:32-33

20 Pharaoh ordered his men about Abram, and they sent him away with his wife and all he had. 

 Cross References: Genesis 20:14-15; Genesis 26:16; Psalm 105:13-15

Key Lessons from Genesis 12

•  Faith Answers God’s Call: Abram leaves without a map, trusting God’s promise more than his comfort zone. 

•  Blessed to Be a Blessing: God’s goal is global—through Abram, all families are to be blessed. 

•  Worship Marks the Journey: Abram builds altars as he goes; gratitude and prayer anchor obedience. 

•  Fear Can Compromise Faith: Abram’s half-truth in Egypt shows how fear can lead to harmful choices. 

•  God Protects His Promise: Despite Abram’s failure, God intervenes to preserve Sarai and the covenant line. 

•  Integrity Matters Before Outsiders: Pharaoh rebukes Abram—our witness can suffer when we shade the truth. 

•  Keep Moving with God: From Shechem to Bethel to the Negev, obedience is a continuing walk, not a one-time step. 

Genesis 13 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Abram and Lot Separate; God Renews the Promise” 

Return from Egypt and Worship at Bethel

1 Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev, he, his wife, and all he had—and Lot went with him. 

 Cross References: Genesis 12:9-10; Genesis 12:16; Genesis 20:1

2 Abram was very wealthy in livestock, silver, and gold. 

 Cross References: Genesis 24:35; Job 1:3; Psalm 112:1-3

3 From the Negev he traveled from place to place until he came to Bethel, to the place where his tent had been at first, between Bethel and Ai, 

 Cross References: Genesis 12:8; Genesis 8:20; Genesis 4:26

4 to the site of the altar he had made earlier. There Abram called on the name of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Genesis 12:7-8; Psalm 116:17; Genesis 21:33

Strife Over Pastureland

5 Lot, who was traveling with Abram, also had flocks, herds, and tents. 

 Cross References: Genesis 12:4-5; Genesis 13:1; Genesis 11:27

6 The land could not support them living together, because their possessions were so great that they could not stay together. 

 Cross References: Genesis 36:7; 2 Chronicles 18:1; Proverbs 15:16-17

7 Quarreling broke out between Abram’s herdsmen and Lot’s herdsmen. (At that time the Canaanites and Perizzites were living in the land.)

 Cross References: Genesis 26:20; Genesis 21:25; Proverbs 15:18

Abram’s Peaceful Offer

8 Abram said to Lot, “Please, let there be no fighting between you and me, or between your herdsmen and mine, for we are relatives. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 15:1; Proverbs 17:14; Romans 12:18

9 Isn’t the whole land before you? Separate from me. If you go left, I’ll go right; if you go right, I’ll go left.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 20:15; 1 Corinthians 6:7; Philippians 2:3-4

Lot Chooses the Jordan Plain

10 Lot looked up and saw that the whole Jordan Valley, before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, was well-watered everywhere—like the Lord’s garden, like the land of Egypt—as you go toward Zoar. 

 Cross References: Genesis 19:24-25; Genesis 2:10; Isaiah 51:3

11 So Lot chose for himself the entire Jordan Valley and set out toward the east. Thus they separated from each other. 

 Cross References: Genesis 19:1; 2 Peter 2:7-8; Proverbs 14:12

12 Abram lived in the land of Canaan, while Lot lived among the cities of the valley and pitched his tents near Sodom. 

 Cross References: Genesis 14:12; Genesis 19:1; 2 Peter 2:7

13 Now the men of Sodom were extremely wicked and sinful against the Lord. 

 Cross References: Genesis 18:20; Genesis 19:4-5; Ezekiel 16:49

God Renews His Promise to Abram

14 After Lot had separated from him, the Lord said to Abram, “Lift up your eyes and look from the place where you are—north, south, east, and west—

 Cross References: Genesis 28:14; Deuteronomy 3:27; Isaiah 54:2-3

15 for I will give you and your offspring all the land that you see forever. 

 Cross References: Genesis 12:7; Genesis 17:8; Galatians 3:16

16 I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust of the earth, then your offspring could also be counted. 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:5; Genesis 22:17; Romans 4:16-18

17 Get up and walk through the land—its length and breadth—for I will give it to you.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 11:24; Joshua 1:3; Genesis 15:18-21

Abram Settles at Hebron

18 Abram moved his tent and came to live by the oaks of Mamre in Hebron, and there he built an altar to the Lord. 

 Cross References: Genesis 14:13; Genesis 18:1; Genesis 23:19

Key Lessons from Genesis 13

•  Peace Over Pride: Abram yields the first choice to Lot, showing that faith can forgo rights to keep unity. 

•  Choices Have Context: Lot chooses by sight—lush land near Sodom—reminding us to weigh moral and spiritual surroundings, not just surface benefits. 

•  God Honors Trust: After Abram releases control, God reaffirms and expands the promise—

open hands make room for blessing. 

•  Worship Anchors the Journey: Returning to the altar at Bethel shows that renewal begins with calling on the Lord. 

•  Contentment Over Comparison: Abram stays in Canaan with God’s word; security rests more in promise than in scenery. 

•  Walk the Land of Promise: God tells Abram to “walk” the land—faith takes steps that align with God’s promises. 

Genesis 14 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The War of the Kings and Melchizedek’s Blessing” 

The War of the Kings

1 In the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of nations, 

 Cross References: Genesis 10:10; Genesis 11:2; Isaiah 11:11

2 these four made war against Bera king of Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar). 

 Cross References: Genesis 13:12-13; Genesis 19:24-25; Deuteronomy 29:23

3 All these gathered in the Valley of Siddim (the Salt Sea). 

 Cross References: Genesis 14:8; Numbers 34:12; Genesis 19:24-25

4 They had served Chedorlaomer twelve years, but in the thirteenth year they rebelled. 

 Cross References: Genesis 14:17; 2 Kings 24:1; Judges 3:14

5 In the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer and the kings with him defeated the Rephaim in Ashteroth-Karnaim, the Zuzim in Ham, and the Emim in Shaveh-Kiriathaim, Cross References: Deuteronomy 2:10-11; Deuteronomy 2:20; Deuteronomy 3:11

6 and the Horites in the hill country of Seir as far as El-paran near the wilderness. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 2:12; Deuteronomy 2:22; Genesis 36:20

7 Then they turned back to En-mishpat (that is, Kadesh), and they struck the whole territory of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites who were living in Hazezon-tamar. 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:26; Numbers 20:16; Genesis 20:1

8 Then the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (Zoar) marched out and set up battle lines in the Valley of Siddim Cross References: Genesis 14:2; Genesis 19:24-25; Deuteronomy 29:23

9 against Chedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of nations, Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar—four kings against five. 

 Cross References: Genesis 14:1; Isaiah 41:2; Daniel 4:35

10 Now the Valley of Siddim was full of tar pits. As the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, some fell into them, and the rest fled to the hills. 

 Cross References: Genesis 19:17; Genesis 19:30; 2 Kings 3:16

11 The victors seized all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah and all their food and went away. 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:14; 2 Chronicles 20:25; Numbers 31:9

12 They also took Abram’s nephew Lot, who lived in Sodom, with his goods, and left. 

 Cross References: Genesis 13:12; Genesis 19:29; 2 Peter 2:7

Abram Rescues Lot

13 One who escaped came and told Abram the Hebrew. He was living near the oaks of Mamre the Amorite, the brother of Eshcol and Aner—Abram’s allies. 

 Cross References: Genesis 39:14; Exodus 2:6; Genesis 18:1

14 When Abram heard that his relative had been taken captive, he mobilized 318 trained men born in his household and pursued the raiders as far as Dan. 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:2-3; Genesis 17:23; Genesis 18:19

15 At night Abram divided his forces, attacked them, and chased them as far as Hobah, north of Damascus. 

 Cross References: Judges 7:16; Judges 7:20-22; 1 Samuel 30:8-9

16 He brought back all the goods, and also his relative Lot with his goods, together with the women and the other people. 

 Cross References: Genesis 14:11-12; Hebrews 7:1; Genesis 13:8-9

Melchizedek Blesses Abram

17 After Abram returned from defeating Chedorlaomer and the kings with him, the king of Sodom came out to meet him in the Valley of Shaveh (the King’s Valley). 

 Cross References: Hebrews 7:1; 2 Samuel 18:18; Psalm 76:1-2

18 Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was a priest of God Most High. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 7:1-3; Psalm 110:4; Hebrews 5:6,10

19 He blessed Abram and said, “Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; 

 Cross References: Hebrews 7:1,6-7; Numbers 24:16; Deuteronomy 32:8

20 and blessed be God Most High, who delivered your enemies into your hand.” Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 7:2,4; Hebrews 7:9-10; Leviticus 27:30

Abram Refuses the Spoils

21 The king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the people and take the goods for yourself.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 14:16; 1 Kings 20:1-4; Esther 3:11

22 But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have raised my hand to the Lord, God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth, 

 Cross References: Genesis 24:2-3; Deuteronomy 32:40; Revelation 10:5-6

23 that I will take nothing that is yours—not even a thread or a sandal strap—so you can never say, ‘I made Abram rich.’

 Cross References: 2 Kings 5:15-16; 1 Corinthians 9:15; Esther 9:15-16

24 I will take nothing except what the young men have eaten, and the share that belongs to the men who went with me—Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre. Let them take their portion.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 13:8; Numbers 31:27; 1 Samuel 30:24-25

Key Lessons from Genesis 14

•  Courage for Family: Abram risks much to rescue Lot; love moves faith to action. 

•  God Wins the Battles: A small household force defeats a coalition because God delivers the enemy into Abram’s hand. 

•  Worship Before Wealth: Abram tithes to Melchizedek, honoring God as the source of victory before touching any spoils. 

•  Integrity Over Advantage: Refusing Sodom’s goods protects Abram’s witness—blessing should be clearly from God, not from compromise. 

•  Priest and King: Melchizedek appears as king of Salem and priest of God Most High, reminding us that God has faithful servants beyond our circle. 

•  Allies and Boundaries: Abram partners with Mamre, Eshcol, and Aner, yet draws a line at Sodom’s offer—choose alliances wisely. 

Genesis 15 – Crawford Standard Bible

“God’s Covenant with Abram” 

The Lord’s Assurance and Promise

1 After this, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield; your very great reward.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 26:24; Psalm 3:3; Deuteronomy 33:29

2 But Abram said, “Lord God, what will You give me? I remain childless, and the heir of my household is Eliezer of Damascus.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 24:2; Genesis 11:27-28; Genesis 25:1

3 Abram added, “You have given me no children; so a servant born in my house will be my heir.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:2; Genesis 17:17-18; Genesis 24:2

4 Then the word of the Lord came to him: “This man will not be your heir. A son who comes from your own body will be your heir.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 17:16-19; Galatians 4:28; Romans 9:7-9

5 He brought Abram outside and said, “Look toward the sky and count the stars—if you can number them.” Then He said, “So shall your offspring be.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 22:17; Romans 4:18; Hebrews 11:12

6 Abram believed the Lord, and the Lord counted it to him as righteousness. 

 Cross References: Romans 4:3,9; Galatians 3:6; James 2:23

Promise of the Land and Abram’s Question

7 He also said, “I am the Lord who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to inherit.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 11:31; Nehemiah 9:7; Acts 7:2-4

8 Abram asked, “Lord God, how can I know that I will inherit it?” 

 Cross References: Judges 6:36-37; Luke 1:18,34; Isaiah 7:11

9 The Lord said, “Bring Me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 9:2-4; Judges 6:25; 1 Samuel 15:9

10 Abram brought all these, cut the larger animals in two, and arranged the halves opposite each other; he did not cut the birds. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 34:18-19; Leviticus 1:17; Genesis 15:17

11 Birds of prey came down on the carcasses, but Abram drove them away. 

 Cross References: Matthew 13:4,19; Genesis 40:19; Deuteronomy 28:26

A Dreadful Darkness and a Prophetic Word

12 As the sun was setting, a deep sleep fell on Abram, and a thick, dreadful darkness came over him. 

 Cross References: Genesis 2:21; Job 4:13; Job 33:15

13 Then the Lord said to Abram, “Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a land not theirs. They will be enslaved and mistreated for four hundred years. 

 Cross References: Exodus 1:11; Acts 7:6; Exodus 12:40-41

14 But I will judge the nation they serve, and afterward they will come out with great wealth. 

 Cross References: Exodus 3:22; Exodus 12:35-36; Acts 7:7

15 You will go to your ancestors in peace and be buried at a good old age. 

 Cross References: Genesis 25:8; Genesis 47:9-10; Job 5:26

16 In the fourth generation your descendants will return here, for the sins of the Amorites are not yet complete.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:24-25; 1 Kings 21:26; Amos 2:9-10

Covenant Ratified

17 After the sun went down and it was dark, a smoking firepot and a blazing torch appeared and passed between the pieces. 

 Cross References: Exodus 19:18; Exodus 13:21; Jeremiah 34:18

18 On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I give this land— from the river of Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates—

 Cross References: Genesis 12:7; Genesis 17:8; Deuteronomy 1:7-8

19 the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, and Kadmonites, 

 Cross References: Numbers 24:21-22; Genesis 15:19-21; Judges 4:11

20 Hittites, Perizzites, and Rephaim, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 7:1; Joshua 3:10; Numbers 13:29

21 Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites, and Jebusites.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 10:15-16; Exodus 3:8,17; Joshua 24:11

Key Lessons from Genesis 15

•  Faith Counts with God: Abram believes, and God counts it as righteousness—trust is the basis of covenant relationship. 

•  God Is Our Shield and Reward: Before promises of things, God gives Himself—protection and ultimate treasure. 

•  Bold Questions, Honest Answers: Abram asks “How will I know?” and God confirms His promise with a covenant sign. 

•  God Rules History: Slavery, judgment, release, and return—God sets the times and keeps His word through generations. 

•  Grace Before Performance: The covenant is ratified while Abram sleeps—God’s promise rests on His faithfulness, not human strength. 

•  Promise Has a Place: God’s salvation story is rooted in people and land—His purposes are concrete and world-shaping. 

Genesis 16 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Sarai, Hagar, and the God Who Sees” 

Sarai’s Plan and Hagar’s Pregnancy

1 Sarai, Abram’s wife, had not given him children. She had an Egyptian servant named Hagar. 

 Cross References: Genesis 11:30; Genesis 12:16; Genesis 25:12

2 Sarai said to Abram, “The Lord has kept me from having children. Please go to my servant; maybe I can build a family through her.” Abram agreed to what Sarai said. 

 Cross References: Genesis 30:3; Genesis 30:9; 1 Samuel 1:5-6

3 So after Abram had lived ten years in the land of Canaan, Sarai took her Egyptian servant Hagar and gave her to Abram as a wife. 

 Cross References: Genesis 12:4-5; Genesis 30:4; Genesis 30:9

4 He went in to Hagar, and she conceived. When Hagar knew she was pregnant, she looked down on her mistress. 

 Cross References: Genesis 30:15-16; Proverbs 30:21-23; 1 Samuel 1:6

5 Then Sarai said to Abram, “My wrong be on you! I put my servant in your arms, and now that she knows she’s pregnant, she despises me. May the Lord judge between you and me.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 31:53; Judges 11:27; 1 Samuel 24:12

6 Abram replied to Sarai, “Your servant is in your hands; do with her whatever you think best.” Then Sarai treated Hagar harshly, and Hagar ran away. 

 Cross References: Genesis 31:15; Exodus 21:8; Genesis 21:9-10

The Angel of the Lord Meets Hagar

7 The angel of the Lord found Hagar by a spring of water in the wilderness, the spring on the way to Shur. 

 Cross References: Genesis 21:17; Genesis 24:62; Exodus 15:22

8 He said, “Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have you come from and where are you going?” She answered, “I’m running away from my mistress Sarai.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 3:9; Genesis 32:27; Genesis 4:9

9 The angel of the Lord said to her, “Return to your mistress and submit to her authority.” 

 Cross References: Titus 2:9; 1 Peter 2:18; Ephesians 6:5

10 The angel of the Lord also said, “I will greatly multiply your offspring so that they cannot be counted.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 17:20; Genesis 21:13,18; Genesis 25:12-16

11 Then the angel of the Lord said, “You are pregnant and will bear a son. You will name him Ishmael (‘God hears’), because the Lord has heard your affliction. 

 Cross References: Genesis 17:19-20; Matthew 1:21,23; Luke 1:13,31

12 He will be like a wild donkey of a man—his hand against everyone and everyone’s hand against him —and he will live in hostility, yet in the presence of all his brothers.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 21:20; Genesis 25:18; Genesis 21:9

El-Roi and the Well

13 Hagar gave this name to the Lord who spoke to her: “You are El-Roi (‘the God who sees me’),” 

for she said, “Have I truly seen the One who sees me?” 

 Cross References: Genesis 32:30; Exodus 33:20; Judges 13:22

14 That is why the well is called Beer-lahai-roi (“Well of the Living One who sees me”); it lies between Kadesh and Bered. 

 Cross References: Genesis 24:62; Genesis 25:11; Numbers 20:14

Ishmael’s Birth

15 Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram named the son Hagar bore Ishmael. 

 Cross References: Genesis 16:11; Genesis 21:9; Galatians 4:22-23

16 Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar gave birth to Ishmael. 

 Cross References: Genesis 12:4; Genesis 17:24-25; Genesis 21:5

Key Lessons from Genesis 16

•  Waiting on God Beats Shortcuts: Sarai’s plan tries to speed up God’s promise and brings pain for everyone. 

•  God Hears the Afflicted: Ishmael’s name means “God hears”—the Lord listens to cries in hardship. 

•  The God Who Sees: El-Roi reminds us that no one is invisible to God, not even a mistreated servant in the desert. 

•  Leadership Requires Seeking God: Abram agrees without asking God—leaders should inquire of the Lord before acting. 

•  Submission with a Promise: Hagar is sent back into a hard place, but with God’s presence and a future for her child. 

•  Grace in Messy Stories: Human failures don’t derail God’s plan; He still moves His promise forward. 

•  Names as Memorials: Beer-lahai-roi and Ishmael mark moments when God met and helped His people. 

Genesis 17 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Covenant, Circumcision, and the Promise of Isaac” 

The Almighty Appears; Walk Blamelessly

1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and said, “I am God Almighty. 

Walk before Me and be blameless. 

 Cross References: Genesis 35:11; Exodus 6:3; Deuteronomy 18:13

2 I will make My covenant between Me and you and will greatly multiply you.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:18; Genesis 12:2; Galatians 3:17

3 Abram fell facedown, and God spoke with him:

 Cross References: Genesis 18:2; Numbers 16:22; Joshua 5:14

Name Change and Nations Promised

4 “As for Me, My covenant is with you, and you will be the father of many nations. 

 Cross References: Romans 4:16-17; Genesis 35:11; Galatians 3:29

5 Your name will no longer be Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you the father of many nations. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 9:7; Romans 4:17; Genesis 17:15

6 I will make you extremely fruitful; nations and kings will come from you.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 35:11; Genesis 17:16; Matthew 1:1-17


2 God spoke to Israel in a vision at night and said, “Jacob, Jacob.” He replied, “Here I am.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:1; 1 Samuel 3:4,10; Numbers 12:6

3 God said, “I am God, the God of your father. Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for there I will make you into a great nation. 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:13-14; Genesis 26:24; Acts 7:15

4 I will go with you into Egypt, and I will surely bring you back again. And Joseph’s own hand will close your eyes.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 48:21; Genesis 50:1; Deuteronomy 31:6

Jacob’s Family Moves to Egypt

5 Jacob left Beersheba, and his sons carried their father, their children, and their wives in the wagons Pharaoh had sent. 

 Cross References: Genesis 45:19-21; Genesis 45:27; Acts 7:14-15

6 They took with them their livestock and possessions acquired in Canaan, and Jacob’s whole family went to Egypt—

 Cross References: Genesis 12:5; Genesis 31:18; Deuteronomy 26:5

7 his sons and grandsons, his daughters and granddaughters—all his descendants. 

 Cross References: Genesis 46:26-27; Exodus 1:1; Acts 7:14

The Family of Israel

8 These are the names of the sons of Israel (Jacob) who went to Egypt: Reuben, Jacob’s firstborn. 

 Cross References: Exodus 1:1-4; 1 Chronicles 2:1-2; Genesis 49:3

9 The sons of Reuben: Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi. 

 Cross References: Exodus 6:14; Numbers 26:5-6; 1 Chronicles 5:3

10 The sons of Simeon: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Shaul (born to a Canaanite woman). 

 Cross References: Exodus 6:15; Numbers 26:12-13; 1 Chronicles 4:24

11 The sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 

 Cross References: Exodus 6:16; Numbers 26:57; 1 Chronicles 6:1

12 The sons of Judah: Er, Onan, Shelah, Perez, and Zerah (though Er and Onan died in Canaan). The sons of Perez: Hezron and Hamul. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:3-5; Numbers 26:19-21; Ruth 4:18-19

13 The sons of Issachar: Tola, Puah, Jashub, and Shimron. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:23-24; 1 Chronicles 7:1; Judges 10:1

14 The sons of Zebulun: Sered, Elon, and Jahleel. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:26; 1 Chronicles 7:6-7; Genesis 30:20

15 These were the children born to Jacob by Leah in Paddan-Aram, along with their sister Dinah—33

in all. 

 Cross References: Genesis 30:19-21; Numbers 26:5-27; Exodus 1:1-4

16 The sons of Gad: Zephon, Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, and Areli. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:15-17; 1 Chronicles 5:11; Genesis 30:11

17 The sons of Asher: Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi, Beriah, and their sister Serah. The sons of Beriah: Heber and Malkiel. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:44-46; 1 Chronicles 7:30-31; Genesis 30:13

18 These were the children of Zilpah (the servant given to Leah by her father Laban)—16 in all. 

 Cross References: Genesis 30:9-13; Genesis 29:24; Numbers 26:15-18

19 The sons of Rachel, Jacob’s wife: Joseph and Benjamin. 

 Cross References: Genesis 30:22-24; Genesis 35:16-18; Genesis 44:27

20 In Egypt, Joseph had two sons born to him by Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera, priest of On—

Manasseh and Ephraim. 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:50-52; Genesis 48:1,5; 1 Chronicles 7:14

21 The sons of Benjamin: Bela, Beker, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim, Huppim, and Ard. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:38-40; 1 Chronicles 7:6; 1 Chronicles 8:1

22 These were the children of Rachel—14 in all. 

 Cross References: Genesis 35:24; Genesis 30:22-24; Genesis 44:27

23 The son of Dan: Hushim. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:42; 1 Chronicles 7:12; Genesis 30:6

24 The sons of Naphtali: Jahzeel, Guni, Jezer, and Shillem. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:48-49; 1 Chronicles 7:13; Genesis 30:7-8

25 These were the sons born to Bilhah (the servant given to Rachel by her father Laban)—7 in all. 

 Cross References: Genesis 30:4-8; Genesis 29:29; Genesis 35:25

26 Altogether, those who went to Egypt with Jacob—his direct descendants, not counting his sons’

wives—numbered 66. 

 Cross References: Exodus 1:5; Deuteronomy 10:22; Acts 7:14

27 With Joseph’s two sons born in Egypt, the members of Jacob’s family who went to Egypt totaled 70. 

 Cross References: Exodus 1:5; Deuteronomy 10:22; Acts 7:14

Jacob and Joseph Reunite

28 Jacob sent Judah ahead to Joseph to get directions to Goshen. When they arrived there, Cross References: Genesis 45:10; Genesis 45:9; Exodus 8:22

29 Joseph prepared his chariot and went to meet his father Israel. As soon as Joseph appeared, he threw his arms around his father and wept for a long time. 

 Cross References: Genesis 45:14,28; Genesis 41:43; Luke 15:20

30 Israel said to Joseph, “Now I am ready to die, since I have seen your face and know you are still alive.” 

 Cross References: Luke 2:29-30; Genesis 45:28; Genesis 37:35

Preparing to Meet Pharaoh

31 Joseph said to his brothers and his father’s household, “I will go up and tell Pharaoh, ‘My brothers and my father’s household, who were living in Canaan, have come to me. 

 Cross References: Genesis 45:9-10; Genesis 47:1; Genesis 46:34

32 The men are shepherds; they take care of livestock, and they have brought their flocks and herds and everything they own.’

 Cross References: Genesis 47:3; Genesis 46:34; Genesis 4:2

33 When Pharaoh calls you in and asks, ‘What is your occupation?’

 Cross References: Genesis 47:3; Genesis 46:34; Exodus 1:11

34 you should answer, ‘Your servants have taken care of livestock from our youth until now, just as our fathers did.’ Then you will be allowed to settle in the land of Goshen.” (For shepherds were detestable to the Egyptians.)

 Cross References: Genesis 47:1,4; Genesis 43:32; Exodus 8:26

Key Lessons from Genesis 46

•  God’s Assurance in Transition: Jacob faced uncertainty about leaving the Promised Land, but God promised His presence in Egypt and future restoration. 

•  Family Legacy Matters: Every descendant is named, showing the importance of each individual in God’s covenant plan. 

•  Reunion and Renewal: Joseph’s embrace of his father shows the healing power of restored relationships after years of loss. 

•  God Works Through Occupation: Their identity as shepherds, despised by Egyptians, set them apart and prepared them to remain distinct as God’s people. 

•  Obedience Brings Peace: Jacob obeyed God’s call to Egypt, and this step was crucial in fulfilling the covenant promise. 

Genesis 47 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Jacob Before Pharaoh and Joseph’s Leadership” 

Jacob’s Family Before Pharaoh

1 Joseph went to Pharaoh and said, “My father and brothers have arrived from Canaan with their flocks and herds and everything they own. They are now in the land of Goshen.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 45:10; Genesis 46:31-32; Genesis 46:34

2 Joseph chose five of his brothers and presented them to Pharaoh. 

 Cross References: Genesis 46:8-27; Genesis 43:34; Genesis 41:37

3 Pharaoh asked them, “What is your occupation?” They replied, “Your servants are shepherds, just as our fathers were.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 46:33-34; Genesis 4:2; Exodus 1:8-10

4 They added, “We have come to live here for a time because the famine is severe in Canaan, and our flocks have no pasture. Please allow us to live in Goshen.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 42:5; Genesis 45:10-11; Genesis 46:34

5 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Your father and brothers have come to you. 

 Cross References: Genesis 45:9-10; Genesis 47:1; Genesis 41:37

6 The land of Egypt is before you. Settle them in the best part, in Goshen. And if any of them are capable men, put them in charge of my livestock.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 45:10,18; Genesis 46:34; Genesis 41:39-41

Jacob Blesses Pharaoh

7 Then Joseph brought his father Jacob in and presented him to Pharaoh. Jacob blessed Pharaoh. 

 Cross References: Genesis 47:10; Hebrews 7:7; Genesis 45:16

8 Pharaoh asked Jacob, “How old are you?” 

 Cross References: Genesis 47:28; Psalm 90:10; Genesis 25:7

9 Jacob said, “The years of my pilgrimage are 130. Few and difficult have been the years of my life, and they do not equal the years of my fathers.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 25:7; Genesis 35:28; Psalm 39:5,12

10 Then Jacob blessed Pharaoh again and went out from his presence. 

 Cross References: Genesis 47:7; Hebrews 7:7; 2 Samuel 8:10

Joseph Provides for His Family

11 Joseph gave his father and brothers property in the best land of Egypt, in the district of Rameses, as Pharaoh commanded. 

 Cross References: Genesis 45:10; Genesis 46:28-29; Exodus 1:11

12 He provided food for his father, his brothers, and his entire household according to the number of their children. 

 Cross References: Genesis 45:11; Genesis 50:21; Psalm 37:25

Joseph Manages the Famine

13 There was no food in all the land, for the famine was very severe. Egypt and Canaan wasted away from hunger. 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:30,54; Genesis 45:6; Acts 7:11

14 Joseph collected all the money in Egypt and Canaan in exchange for grain and brought it into Pharaoh’s palace. 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:56; Genesis 47:20; Proverbs 11:26

15 When the money was gone, the Egyptians came to Joseph and said, “Give us food. Why should we die before your eyes? Our money is gone.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 47:19; Nehemiah 5:2-3; Exodus 16:3

16 Joseph said, “Bring your livestock, and I will give you food in exchange.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 47:17; 1 Samuel 25:11; Proverbs 13:8

17 So they brought their horses, flocks, herds, and donkeys, and Joseph supplied them with food in exchange for all their livestock that year. 

 Cross References: Genesis 47:16; Genesis 41:56; Job 2:4

18 The next year they said, “We cannot hide the truth: our money is gone, and our livestock belongs to you. Nothing remains but our bodies and our land. 

 Cross References: Genesis 47:15; Job 2:4; Nehemiah 5:2-4

19 Buy us and our land in exchange for food, and we will become Pharaoh’s servants. Give us seed so that the land will not become desolate.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 47:18-20; Nehemiah 5:5; Leviticus 25:39

20 So Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh. Every Egyptian sold their fields because the famine was severe, and the land became Pharaoh’s. 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:56-57; Nehemiah 5:5; Leviticus 25:14-17

21 Joseph reduced the people to servitude, moving them into cities from one end of Egypt to the other. 

 Cross References: Genesis 47:23; Ezekiel 46:18; Nehemiah 5:5

22 However, he did not acquire the land of the priests, because they received a regular allotment from Pharaoh and had food provided. 

 Cross References: Genesis 47:26; Ezra 7:24; 1 Samuel 22:13

23 Joseph said to the people, “Today I have bought you and your land for Pharaoh. Here is seed so you can plant the fields. 

 Cross References: Genesis 47:19-20; Ezekiel 46:18; Genesis 1:29

24 But when the crops come in, give a fifth to Pharaoh. The other four parts are for you, your households, and your children.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:34; Genesis 47:26; 1 Samuel 8:15,17

25 They said, “You have saved our lives. May we find favor in your eyes; we will be Pharaoh’s servants.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 47:19; Genesis 33:15; Ruth 2:13

26 Joseph established it as law in Egypt that a fifth of the produce belonged to Pharaoh. Only the land of the priests did not become Pharaoh’s. 

 Cross References: Genesis 47:22,24; Ezra 7:24; Genesis 41:34

Jacob Nears Death

27 Israel settled in Goshen in Egypt. They acquired property, grew in number, and became very prosperous. 

 Cross References: Genesis 45:10-11; Genesis 46:3; Exodus 1:7

28 Jacob lived in Egypt seventeen years, and his total lifespan was 147 years. 

 Cross References: Genesis 25:7; Genesis 47:9; Genesis 49:33

29 When the time came for him to die, he called Joseph and said, “If I have found favor in your eyes, put your hand under my thigh and promise to show me kindness and faithfulness. Do not bury me in Egypt. 

 Cross References: Genesis 24:2-3; Genesis 24:9; Genesis 50:5,25

30 When I rest with my fathers, carry me out of Egypt and bury me where they are buried.” Joseph answered, “I will do as you say.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 49:29-31; Genesis 50:5,13; Hebrews 11:22

31 Jacob said, “Swear to me.” And Joseph swore to him. Then Israel bowed in worship at the head of his bed. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 11:21; Genesis 48:2; 1 Kings 1:47

Key Lessons from Genesis 47

•  God Provides Through Leadership: Joseph’s wisdom saved Egypt and his family, showing how God can use one faithful person to bless many. 

•  Faith in Exile: Jacob acknowledged his life was a pilgrimage—reminding us that we too are strangers on the earth, looking for a better country (Hebrews 11:13–16). 

•  Gratitude and Responsibility: The Egyptians accepted Pharaoh’s rule because Joseph preserved their lives, teaching us to value provision even when it comes with responsibility. 

•  Blessing and Witness: Jacob twice blessed Pharaoh, showing that even the aged patriarch still carried God’s covenant authority. 

•  Hope Beyond Egypt: Jacob’s insistence on being buried in Canaan reflects faith in God’s promises, not Egypt’s prosperity. 

Genesis 48 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Jacob Blesses Ephraim and Manasseh” 

Jacob Prepares to Bless Joseph’s Sons

1 Some time later Joseph was told, “Your father is sick.” So Joseph took his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim, with him. 

 Cross References: Genesis 47:29; Genesis 41:50-52; 2 Kings 20:1

2 When Jacob was told, “Your son Joseph has come to you,” Israel gathered his strength and sat up in bed. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 1:47; Hebrews 11:21; Genesis 47:31

3 Jacob said to Joseph, “God Almighty appeared to me at Luz in Canaan and blessed me. 

 Cross References: Genesis 35:6,9-12; Genesis 28:13-15; Genesis 17:1

4 He said, ‘I will make you fruitful and multiply you, and I will make you into a community of nations. I will also give this land to your descendants as an everlasting possession.’

 Cross References: Genesis 35:11-12; Genesis 17:6,8; Genesis 28:14

5 Now your two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, who were born to you in Egypt before I came here, are mine. Just as Reuben and Simeon are mine, so shall they be mine. 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:50-52; Joshua 14:4; 1 Chronicles 5:1

6 Any children born to you after them will be yours; they will share in the inheritance of their brothers. 

 Cross References: Genesis 48:5; 1 Chronicles 7:14-19; Numbers 26:28-37

7 As for me, when I was returning from Paddan, your mother Rachel died along the way in Canaan, not far from Ephrath. I buried her there beside the road to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem).” 

 Cross References: Genesis 35:16-19; Genesis 35:9-10; Ruth 4:11

Jacob Meets Ephraim and Manasseh

8 When Israel saw Joseph’s sons, he asked, “Who are these?” 

 Cross References: Genesis 27:32; Genesis 48:11; Hebrews 11:21

9 Joseph replied, “They are my sons whom God has given me here.” Israel said, “Bring them to me so I may bless them.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 33:5; Genesis 48:15-16; Isaiah 8:18

10 Now Israel’s eyesight was failing because of age, so he could not see clearly. Joseph brought his sons close, and Israel kissed and embraced them. 

 Cross References: Genesis 27:1; 1 Samuel 3:2; Genesis 33:4

11 Israel said to Joseph, “I never expected to see your face again, and now God has let me see your children too.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 45:26-28; Genesis 37:33-35; Ephesians 3:20

12 Then Joseph removed them from Israel’s knees and bowed facedown to the ground. 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:51-52; Genesis 27:29; Hebrews 11:21

Jacob Crosses His Hands

13 Joseph positioned his sons—Ephraim on his right toward Israel’s left hand, and Manasseh on his left toward Israel’s right hand—and brought them near. 

 Cross References: Genesis 48:17-19; Genesis 41:50-52; Numbers 2:18-21

14 But Israel reached out his right hand and placed it on Ephraim’s head, though he was the younger, and his left hand on Manasseh’s head. He crossed his hands deliberately, for Manasseh was the firstborn. 

 Cross References: Genesis 48:19; Romans 9:11-12; Genesis 25:23

Jacob’s Blessing

15 Then he blessed Joseph and said: “The God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, the God who has been my shepherd all my life to this day, 

 Cross References: Genesis 17:1; Psalm 23:1; Genesis 24:40

16 the Angel who has redeemed me from all harm— may He bless these boys. May they be called by my name and the names of my fathers Abraham and Isaac, and may they increase greatly upon the earth.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 31:11-13; Genesis 32:1-2; Psalm 34:7

17 When Joseph saw his father’s right hand on Ephraim’s head, he was displeased. He tried to move it from Ephraim’s head to Manasseh’s head. 

 Cross References: Genesis 48:14; Genesis 27:1; 1 Chronicles 5:1-2

18 Joseph said, “No, my father, this one is the firstborn. Put your right hand on his head.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 48:14; Deuteronomy 21:15-17; Genesis 27:19,24

19 But his father refused. “I know, my son, I know,” he said. “Manasseh will also become a people, and he too will be great. But his younger brother will be greater, and his descendants will become a multitude of nations.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:32-35; Deuteronomy 33:17; Joshua 17:14-17

20 So he blessed them that day, saying, “By you Israel will pronounce this blessing: ‘May God make you like Ephraim and Manasseh.’” So he put Ephraim before Manasseh. 

 Cross References: Numbers 2:18-21; Ruth 4:11-12; Jeremiah 31:9,20

Jacob’s Final Words to Joseph

21 Then Israel said to Joseph, “I am about to die, but God will be with you and will bring you back to the land of your fathers. 

 Cross References: Genesis 46:4; Genesis 50:24; Exodus 3:16-17

22 To you, I give one portion more than your brothers, the land I took from the Amorites with my sword and bow.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 24:32; John 4:5; Genesis 34:25-29

Key Lessons from Genesis 48

•  God’s Covenant Faithfulness: Jacob recalls God’s promises at Luz, showing how the Lord’s word continues through generations. 

•  Adoption into the Promise: By adopting Ephraim and Manasseh, Jacob grafts Joseph’s sons fully into Israel’s inheritance, prefiguring how God adopts us into His family (Romans 8:15– 17). 

•  God’s Surprising Choice: The blessing of the younger over the older reminds us that God’s plans often overturn human expectations (see also Jacob over Esau, David over his brothers). 

•  God Our Shepherd and Redeemer: Jacob’s blessing names God as both shepherd and redeemer, themes fulfilled ultimately in Christ, the Good Shepherd (John 10:11). 

•  Faith Beyond Death: Jacob speaks of God bringing them back to the land, affirming his confidence in God’s promises even as he nears death. 

Genesis 49 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Jacob’s Final Blessings and Prophecies” 

Jacob Calls His Sons

1 Then Jacob called his sons and said, “Gather around, so I can tell you what will happen to you in days to come. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 33:1; Numbers 24:14; Hebrews 11:21

2 Gather and listen, sons of Jacob; listen to Israel your father.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:1; Genesis 35:22; Isaiah 1:2

The First Sons Judged

3 “Reuben, you are my firstborn, my strength, the first sign of my power—excelling in honor, excelling in might. 

 Cross References: Genesis 29:32; 1 Chronicles 5:1; Deuteronomy 21:17

4 But you are as unstable as water, and you will not excel, because you went up to your father’s bed and defiled it.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 35:22; 1 Chronicles 5:1; Deuteronomy 27:20

5 “Simeon and Levi are brothers; their swords are weapons of violence. 

 Cross References: Genesis 34:25-30; 1 Chronicles 4:24; Numbers 1:22-23

6 Let me not enter their council; let me not join their assembly. For in their anger they killed men, and in their cruelty they hamstrung oxen. 

 Cross References: Genesis 34:25-26; Proverbs 1:15-16; Psalm 1:1

7 Cursed be their anger, so fierce, and their fury, so cruel! I will scatter them in Jacob and disperse them in Israel.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:1,9; Joshua 21:1-3; Numbers 35:2

Judah’s Kingship

8 “Judah, your brothers will praise you; your hand will be on the neck of your enemies; your father’s sons will bow down to you. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 5:2; Deuteronomy 33:7; Revelation 5:5

9 You are a lion’s cub, Judah; you return from the prey, my son. Like a lion he crouches and lies down; like a lioness—who dares to rouse him? 

 Cross References: Numbers 24:9; Revelation 5:5; Micah 5:8

10 The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until the One comes to whom it belongs; and the nations will obey him. 

 Cross References: Numbers 24:17; Ezekiel 21:27; Revelation 5:5

11 He will tether his donkey to a vine, his colt to the choicest branch; he will wash his garments in wine, his robes in the blood of grapes. 

 Cross References: Zechariah 9:9; Isaiah 63:2-3; Revelation 19:13,15

12 His eyes will be darker than wine, his teeth whiter than milk.” 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 5:12; Proverbs 23:31; Zechariah 9:15,17

The Other Tribes

13 “Zebulun will live by the seashore and become a haven for ships; his border will extend toward Sidon. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 33:18-19; Joshua 19:10-11; Judges 5:17

14 Issachar is a strong donkey lying down between two burdens. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 33:18-19; Judges 5:15; 1 Chronicles 12:32

15 When he sees how good his resting place is, and how pleasant the land, he will bend his shoulder to the load and submit to forced labor. 

 Cross References: Judges 5:15-16; 1 Chronicles 12:32; Joshua 19:17-23

16 Dan will provide justice for his people as one of the tribes of Israel. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 33:22; Judges 18:1; Judges 13:2,24-25

17 Dan will be a serpent by the roadside, a viper along the path, that bites the horse’s heels so that its rider tumbles backward. 

 Cross References: Judges 18:27-29; Genesis 3:15; Judges 20:1

18 I look for your salvation, O Lord! 

 Cross References: Psalm 25:5; Isaiah 25:9; Micah 7:7

19 Gad will be attacked by a band of raiders, but he will attack them at their heels. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 33:20-21; 1 Chronicles 5:18; 1 Chronicles 12:8,14

20 Asher’s food will be rich; he will provide delicacies fit for a king. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 33:24-25; Joshua 19:24-31; 1 Chronicles 7:40

21 Naphtali is a doe set free that bears beautiful fawns and speaks lovely words. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 33:23; Joshua 19:32-39; Judges 4:6,10

Joseph’s Blessing

22 “Joseph is a fruitful vine, a fruitful vine near a spring, whose branches climb over a wall. 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:52; Deuteronomy 33:13-17; Psalm 80:1

23 With bitterness archers attacked him; they shot at him with hostility. 

 Cross References: Genesis 37:24,28; Psalm 118:13; Genesis 50:15,20

24 But his bow remained steady, his strong arms stayed limber, because of the Mighty One of Jacob, because of the Shepherd, the Rock of Israel, 

 Cross References: Psalm 132:2,5; Isaiah 1:24; Psalm 23:1

25 because of your father’s God, who helps you, because of the Almighty, who blesses you with blessings of the heavens above, blessings of the deep below, blessings of the breast and womb. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 33:13-16; Genesis 17:1; Ephesians 1:3

26 The blessings of your father are greater than the blessings of the ancient mountains, than the bounty of the age-old hills. Let all these rest on the head of Joseph, on the crown of the prince among his brothers.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 33:15-16; Genesis 27:28; Deuteronomy 33:16

Benjamin’s Blessing

27 “Benjamin is a ravenous wolf; in the morning he devours the prey, in the evening he divides the plunder.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 33:12; Judges 20:16; 1 Samuel 9:1-2

Jacob’s Death and Burial Instructions

28 All these are the twelve tribes of Israel, and this is what their father said to them as he blessed them, giving each the blessing appropriate to him. 

 Cross References: Genesis 35:22-26; Deuteronomy 33:1-29; Hebrews 11:21

29 Then Jacob gave them instructions: “I am about to be gathered to my people. Bury me with my fathers in the cave in the field of Ephron the Hittite, 

 Cross References: Genesis 47:29-30; Genesis 25:9-10; Genesis 23:16-20

30 the cave in the field of Machpelah, near Mamre in Canaan, which Abraham bought along with the field as a burial place from Ephron the Hittite. 

 Cross References: Genesis 23:17-20; Genesis 25:9-10; Genesis 50:13

31 There Abraham and Sarah were buried, there Isaac and Rebekah were buried, and there I buried Leah. 

 Cross References: Genesis 25:9-10; Genesis 35:29; Genesis 23:19

32 The field and the cave were bought from the Hittites.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 23:16-18; Genesis 25:9-10; Genesis 49:29-30

33 When Jacob had finished giving instructions to his sons, he drew his feet up into the bed, breathed his last, and was gathered to his people. 

 Cross References: Genesis 25:8; Genesis 35:29; Hebrews 11:22

Key Lessons from Genesis 49

•  Reuben, Simeon, Levi: Sin has consequences; unchecked passion and anger destroy a legacy. 

•  Judah: The line of kings and ultimately the Messiah (Shiloh/Christ) would come through Judah —pointing to Jesus as the Lion of Judah (Revelation 5:5). 

•  Joseph: His trials did not break him because God was his strength. The abundant blessings on him prefigure Christ’s exaltation after suffering. 

•  Benjamin: Fierce and warrior-like, showing God gives different roles to each tribe. 

•  Faith in Death: Jacob died with confidence in God’s promises, asking to be buried in the land of Canaan, the land of promise. 

Genesis 50 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Death of Jacob and Joseph” 

Joseph Mourns for His Father

1 Joseph fell upon his father’s face, wept over him, and kissed him. 

 Cross References: Genesis 46:4; 2 Samuel 18:33; Acts 20:37

2 Then Joseph commanded his servants, the physicians, to embalm his father. So the physicians embalmed Israel. 

 Cross References: Genesis 50:26; 2 Chronicles 16:14; Mark 16:1

3 Forty days were required for the embalming, and the Egyptians mourned for him seventy days. 

 Cross References: Numbers 20:29; Deuteronomy 34:8; Genesis 50:10

Jacob’s Burial

4 When the days of mourning had passed, Joseph spoke to Pharaoh’s household: Cross References: Genesis 41:40; Esther 4:2; Genesis 45:16

5 “If I have found favor in your eyes, please speak to Pharaoh. Tell him, ‘My father made me swear, saying, “I am about to die. Bury me in the tomb I dug for myself in the land of Canaan.” Now let me go and bury my father, and I will return.’” 

 Cross References: Genesis 47:29-31; Genesis 49:29-30; Genesis 23:16-20

6 Pharaoh said, “Go and bury your father, just as he made you swear.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 47:29-31; Genesis 50:5; Hebrews 11:22

7 So Joseph went to bury his father, and with him went all Pharaoh’s officials, the elders of his household, and the elders of the land of Egypt, 

 Cross References: Genesis 46:31; Genesis 41:40-44; Job 1:16-19

8 along with Joseph’s household, his brothers, and his father’s household. Only their children and their flocks and herds were left in Goshen. 

 Cross References: Genesis 45:10; Genesis 46:34; Exodus 8:22

9 Chariots and horsemen also went up with him—a very large company. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 2:11-12; Genesis 41:43; Zechariah 9:9-10

10 When they reached the threshing floor of Atad, beyond the Jordan, they mourned loudly and bitterly. Joseph observed seven days of mourning for his father. 

 Cross References: Numbers 33:48-49; 1 Samuel 31:13; 2 Samuel 3:31-32

11 When the Canaanites saw the mourning at the threshing floor of Atad, they said, “This is a profound mourning of the Egyptians.” Therefore the place was named Abel-mizraim, which is beyond the Jordan. 

 Cross References: Genesis 23:2; Numbers 20:29; Deuteronomy 34:8

12 Jacob’s sons did for him as he commanded:

 Cross References: Genesis 47:29-31; Genesis 49:29-32; Hebrews 11:22

13 They carried him to the land of Canaan and buried him in the cave of the field of Machpelah, near Mamre, which Abraham had bought as a burial site from Ephron the Hittite. 

 Cross References: Genesis 23:16-20; Genesis 25:9-10; Genesis 49:29-31

14 After burying their father, Joseph returned to Egypt with his brothers and all who had gone with him. 

 Cross References: Genesis 50:5-6; Genesis 45:9-10; Genesis 47:27

Joseph Reassures His Brothers

15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrong we did to him?” 

 Cross References: Genesis 27:41; Genesis 45:5; Proverbs 28:1

16 So they sent word to Joseph, saying, “Before he died, your father gave these instructions: Cross References: Genesis 50:4; Genesis 47:29-31; Proverbs 25:13

17 ‘Say to Joseph, I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.’ Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father.” When their message came to him, Joseph wept. 

 Cross References: Genesis 45:5,7-8; Ephesians 4:32; Matthew 6:14-15

18 His brothers came and threw themselves down before him. “We are your servants,” they said. 

 Cross References: Genesis 37:7-10; Genesis 42:6; Genesis 44:14

19 But Joseph replied, “Do not be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 

 Cross References: Genesis 30:2; 2 Kings 5:7; Deuteronomy 32:35

20 You meant evil against me, but God intended it for good, to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 

 Cross References: Genesis 45:5,7; Romans 8:28; Acts 2:23

21 So then, do not be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them. 

 Cross References: Genesis 45:11; Genesis 47:12; Isaiah 40:1-2

The Death of Joseph

22 Joseph stayed in Egypt, he and his father’s family. He lived 110 years. 

 Cross References: Genesis 50:26; Job 42:16-17; Genesis 47:28

23 He saw Ephraim’s children to the third generation, and also the children of Machir son of Manasseh were placed on Joseph’s knees. 

 Cross References: Job 42:16; Numbers 32:39-40; Genesis 30:22-24

24 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die. But God will surely come to your aid and take you up from this land to the land He promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:13-16; Exodus 3:16-17; Hebrews 11:22

25 And Joseph made the Israelites swear an oath and said, “God will surely come to your aid, and then you must carry my bones up from this place.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 13:19; Joshua 24:32; Hebrews 11:22

26 Joseph died at the age of 110. They embalmed him and placed him in a coffin in Egypt. 

 Cross References: Genesis 50:2; Exodus 13:19; Joshua 24:32

Key Lessons from Genesis 50

•  Faithful Mourning: Joseph honored his father’s request to be buried in Canaan, showing loyalty to God’s promises of the land. 

•  Forgiveness: Joseph reassured his brothers that though they intended evil, God used it for good

—a powerful picture of God’s sovereignty. 

•  God’s Purposes: Even in betrayal and suffering, God can turn evil into blessing for His people. 

•  Hope Beyond Death: Both Jacob and Joseph looked to God’s covenant promises beyond Egypt, pointing forward to the Exodus and ultimately to Christ. 

1 These are the names of the sons of Israel (that is, Jacob) who came to Egypt with their families: Cross References: Genesis 46:8; Genesis 46:27; Deuteronomy 10:22

2 Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah; 

 Cross References: Genesis 35:23; Genesis 29:32; 1 Chronicles 2:1

3 Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin; 

 Cross References: Genesis 35:18; Genesis 30:20; 1 Chronicles 2:1

4 Dan and Naphtali; Gad and Asher. 

 Cross References: Genesis 35:25; Genesis 35:26; 1 Chronicles 2:2

5 In total, Jacob had seventy descendants in Egypt, including Joseph, who was already there. 

 Cross References: Genesis 46:27; Deuteronomy 10:22; Acts 7:14

6 Over time, Joseph and all his brothers died, along with their entire generation. 

 Cross References: Genesis 50:26; Genesis 50:24; Joshua 24:32

7 But their descendants—the Israelites—were fruitful and increased rapidly. They multiplied so greatly that they filled the land and became very powerful. 

 Cross References: Genesis 47:27; Genesis 12:2; Acts 7:17

A New Pharaoh Oppresses Israel

8 Then a new king came to power in Egypt who didn’t know anything about Joseph. 

 Cross References: Acts 7:18; Genesis 15:13; Psalm 105:24

9 He said to his people, “Look, the Israelites have become too numerous and too strong for us. 

 Cross References: Psalm 105:24; Genesis 47:27; Numbers 22:3

10 We need to act wisely to keep them from growing even more. If war breaks out, they might join our enemies, fight against us, and then escape the land.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 105:25; Proverbs 21:30; Acts 7:19

11 So the Egyptians appointed slave masters over them to oppress them with hard labor. The Israelites were forced to build the cities of Pithom and Rameses as supply centers for Pharaoh. 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:13; Deuteronomy 26:6; Psalm 81:6

12 But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread. And the Egyptians began to fear the Israelites even more. 

 Cross References: Acts 7:17; Genesis 15:14; Psalm 105:24

13 So they made their lives bitter with harsh slavery. They forced them to mix mortar and make bricks and do all kinds of backbreaking work in the fields. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:43; Psalm 81:6; Deuteronomy 26:6

14 Everything the Egyptians made them do was cruel and relentless. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 26:6; Psalm 105:25; Isaiah 14:3

Pharaoh Orders the Death of Hebrew Boys

15 Then the king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives, whose names were Shiphrah and Puah. 

 Cross References: Acts 7:19; Hebrews 11:23; Proverbs 24:11

16 He told them, “When you help the Hebrew women give birth, look at the baby as it’s being delivered. If it’s a boy, kill him. If it’s a girl, let her live.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 2:16; Acts 7:19; Revelation 12:4

17 But because the midwives feared God, they refused to obey the king’s command. They let the boys live. 

 Cross References: Acts 5:29; Daniel 3:16; Hebrews 11:23

18 So the king summoned them and asked, “Why have you done this? Why did you let the boys live?” 

 Cross References: Daniel 3:13; Acts 4:19; Acts 5:27

19 The midwives replied, “Hebrew women are not like Egyptian women. They’re strong and give birth quickly before we even arrive!” 

 Cross References: Joshua 2:4; 1 Samuel 19:14; Acts 5:29

20 So God was good to the midwives, and the Israelites continued to multiply and become very strong. 

 Cross References: Psalm 127:1; Proverbs 14:2; Isaiah 3:10

21 And because the midwives feared God, He gave them families of their own. 

 Cross References: Ruth 4:11; Psalm 113:9; Psalm 127:3

22 Then Pharaoh gave this command to all his people: “Throw every newborn Hebrew boy into the Nile River. But you may let the girls live.” 

 Cross References: Acts 7:19; Matthew 2:16; Revelation 12:4

Key Lessons from Exodus 1

•  God’s Promises Cannot Be Broken – Israel multiplied in Egypt despite oppression, proving God’s covenant with Abraham would stand firm. 

•  Opposition Strengthens God’s People – The more Pharaoh afflicted Israel, the more they grew, showing that trials often produce greater resilience and blessing. 

•  Fear of God Above Man – The Hebrew midwives chose to obey God rather than Pharaoh, demonstrating courage and faithfulness in the face of danger. 

•  God Rewards the Faithful – Because of their obedience, God blessed the midwives with families, reminding us that He honors those who honor Him. 

•  Evil Opposes God’s Purposes – Pharaoh’s decree to kill Hebrew sons reveals the enemy’s ongoing attempt to destroy God’s people and plan. 

•  God’s Providence in Dark Times – Even in suffering, God was preparing the way for deliverance through Moses, showing that His salvation plan is always at work. 

Exodus Chapter 2

The Birth of Moses

1 Now a man from the tribe of Levi married a Levite woman. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:3; Numbers 26:59; Hebrews 11:23

2 She became pregnant and gave birth to a son. When she saw how beautiful he was, she hid him for three months. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 11:23; Acts 7:20; Numbers 26:59

3 But when she could no longer hide him, she made a basket from papyrus reeds and coated it with tar and pitch. Then she placed the baby in the basket and set it among the reeds along the bank of the Nile River. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 18:2; Hebrews 11:23; Genesis 6:14

4 His sister stood at a distance to see what would happen to him. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:59; Micah 6:4; Numbers 12:1

Moses Is Found by Pharaoh’s Daughter

5 Soon Pharaoh’s daughter came down to bathe in the river, and her attendants walked along the riverbank. When she saw the basket among the reeds, she sent one of her maids to get it. 

 Cross References: Acts 7:21; Hebrews 11:24; Psalm 68:5

6 When she opened it, she saw the baby—and the little boy was crying. She felt compassion and said, 

“This must be one of the Hebrew children.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 2:13; Psalm 68:5; Acts 7:21

7 Then the baby’s sister approached Pharaoh’s daughter and said, “Should I go and find one of the Hebrew women to nurse the baby for you?” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:3; Hebrews 11:23; 1 Samuel 1:11

8 “Yes, do that,” she replied. So the girl went and got the baby’s own mother. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:3; Hebrews 11:23; Numbers 26:59

9 Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this baby and nurse him for me. I will pay you.” So the woman took her own baby and nursed him. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 11:23; Acts 7:20; Acts 7:21

10 Later, when the child was older, his mother brought him back to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. She named him Moses, saying, “I lifted him out of the water.” 

 Cross References: Acts 7:21; Acts 7:22; Hebrews 11:24

Moses Flees to Midian

11 Years later, when Moses had grown up, he went out to see his own people, the Hebrews. He saw how hard they were being forced to work. During his visit, he saw an Egyptian beating one of the Hebrew men. 

 Cross References: Acts 7:23; Acts 7:24; Hebrews 11:24

12 After looking around to make sure no one was watching, Moses killed the Egyptian and hid the body in the sand. 

 Cross References: Acts 7:24; Hebrews 11:27; Isaiah 59:16

13 The next day, he went out and saw two Hebrews fighting. He said to the one in the wrong, “Why are you hitting your fellow Hebrew?” 

 Cross References: Acts 7:26; Genesis 4:9; Matthew 5:9

14 The man replied, “Who made you our ruler and judge? Are you going to kill me like you killed the Egyptian?” Then Moses became afraid. “Surely everyone knows what I did,” he thought. 

 Cross References: Acts 7:27; Acts 7:35; Luke 12:14

15 And sure enough, Pharaoh heard what happened and tried to kill Moses. But Moses fled from Pharaoh and went to live in the land of Midian. He sat down beside a well. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 11:27; Acts 7:29; Genesis 29:2

Moses Marries in Midian

16 Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters. They came to draw water and fill the troughs to water their father’s flock. 

 Cross References: Genesis 29:9; Genesis 24:11; Numbers 12:1

17 But some shepherds came and chased them away. Then Moses stood up, rescued them, and watered their flock. 

 Cross References: Genesis 29:10; Genesis 24:19; Genesis 24:20

18 When the girls returned to their father Reuel, he asked, “Why are you back so early today?” 

 Cross References: Numbers 10:29; Judges 1:16; Genesis 25:1

19 They answered, “An Egyptian rescued us from the shepherds! He even drew water for us and watered the flock.” 

 Cross References: Acts 7:25; Genesis 29:12; Judges 4:11

20 “Then where is he?” their father asked. “Why did you leave him there? Invite him to eat with us!” 

 Cross References: Genesis 24:31; Genesis 18:5; Judges 19:20

21 Moses agreed to stay with the man, who gave his daughter Zipporah to Moses in marriage. 

 Cross References: Genesis 29:28; Numbers 12:1; Genesis 24:51

22 Later, she gave birth to a son, and Moses named him Gershom, saying, “I have been a foreigner in a strange land.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:13; Acts 7:29; 1 Chronicles 23:15

God Hears Israel’s Cries

23 Years passed, and the king of Egypt died. But the Israelites continued to groan under their burden of slavery. They cried out for help, and their cry rose up to God. 

 Cross References: Judges 2:18; Psalm 12:5; Psalm 102:19

24 God heard their groaning, and He remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:13; Psalm 105:8; Psalm 106:45

25 He looked down on the people of Israel and knew it was time to act. 

 Cross References: Psalm 106:44; Psalm 138:6; Nahum 1:7

Key Lessons from Exodus 2

•  God Raises Deliverers in Humble Beginnings – Moses was born during a time of danger, yet God preserved him through ordinary people’s courage and faith. 

•  Faith and Courage of God’s People Matter – Moses’ parents hid him for three months, showing that faith sometimes requires quiet defiance of evil (Hebrews 11:23). 

•  God Works Through Unlikely Means – Pharaoh’s daughter rescued Moses, demonstrating that God can use even the household of the oppressor to fulfill His plan. 

•  God Shapes Leaders Through Preparation – Moses’ early life in Pharaoh’s palace and later years in Midian show that God trains His servants in both privilege and hardship. 

•  Compassion Reflects God’s Heart – Moses’ defense of his fellow Hebrew and protection of the Midianite women reveal a heart moved by justice, pointing to his future role as deliverer. 

•  God’s Timing Is Perfect – Though Israel’s cries continued for many years, God heard, remembered His covenant, and prepared to act at the appointed time. 

Exodus Chapter 3

God Speaks to Moses from the Burning Bush

1 One day Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian. He led the flock far into the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 19:8; Deuteronomy 1:6; Psalm 106:19

2 There, the Angel of the LORD appeared to him in a blazing fire from the middle of a bush. Moses stared in amazement—though the bush was engulfed in flames, it wasn’t burning up. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 33:16; Isaiah 43:2; Mark 12:26

3 “This is amazing,” Moses said to himself. “Why isn’t that bush burning up? I need to go and see this.” 

 Cross References: Acts 7:31; Judges 6:12; Deuteronomy 33:16

4 When the LORD saw that Moses had come to look, God called to him from the middle of the bush, 

“Moses! Moses!” Moses answered, “Here I am!” 

 Cross References: Genesis 22:11; 1 Samuel 3:10; Acts 7:31

5 “Don’t come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for you are standing on holy ground. 

 Cross References: Joshua 5:15; Ecclesiastes 5:1; Acts 7:33

6 I am the God of your father—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” When Moses heard this, he covered his face, afraid to look at God. 

 Cross References: Matthew 22:32; Acts 7:32; Genesis 28:13

God Calls Moses to Deliver Israel

7 Then the LORD said, “I have certainly seen the misery of My people in Egypt. I’ve heard them crying because of their slave drivers. I know how much they’re suffering. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 9:9; Psalm 106:44; Psalm 105:8

8 So I have come down to rescue them from the Egyptians and lead them out of Egypt into a good and spacious land—a land flowing with milk and honey. It is the land of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites. 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:13; Deuteronomy 26:9; Numbers 13:27

9 Look! The cry of the people of Israel has reached Me, and I’ve seen how harshly the Egyptians are oppressing them. 

 Cross References: Psalm 12:5; Genesis 18:20; James 5:4

10 Now go, for I am sending you to Pharaoh. You must lead My people Israel out of Egypt.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 105:26; Micah 6:4; Acts 7:34

Moses Doubts and God Reassures

11 But Moses protested, “Who am I to go to Pharaoh and lead the people of Israel out of Egypt?” 

 Cross References: Judges 6:15; Jeremiah 1:6; 1 Corinthians 1:27

12 God answered, “I will be with you. And this is your sign that I am the One who sent you: When you bring the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this very mountain.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 1:5; Matthew 28:20; Judges 6:16

13 But Moses said, “If I go to the people of Israel and tell them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent me,’ they will ask, ‘What is His name?’ What should I tell them?” 

 Cross References: Genesis 32:29; Judges 13:17; John 17:6

14 God replied to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.”  Then He said, “Tell the people of Israel: I AM has sent me to you.” 

 Cross References: John 8:58; Revelation 1:8; Isaiah 43:10

15 God also said, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘The LORD (the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob) has sent me to you.’ This is My name forever—this is how I am to be remembered in every generation.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 135:13; Hosea 12:5; Matthew 22:32

Instructions for Moses

16 “Now go and gather the elders of Israel. Tell them, ‘The LORD, the God of your ancestors—the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—has appeared to me. He said, “I have been watching closely, and I see how the Egyptians are treating you. 

 Cross References: Genesis 50:24; Luke 1:68; Exodus 4:29

17 I promise to rescue you from your suffering in Egypt and bring you to a land flowing with milk and honey.”’

 Cross References: Genesis 15:18; Deuteronomy 26:9; Joshua 24:11

18 The elders of Israel will listen to you. Then you and the elders must go to Pharaoh and say, ‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us. So please let us take a three-day journey into the wilderness to offer sacrifices to the LORD our God.’

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 1:2; Numbers 10:33; Numbers 33:8

19 But I know the king of Egypt won’t let you go unless a mighty hand compels him. 

 Cross References: Romans 9:17; Psalm 105:25; 2 Chronicles 36:13

20 So I will stretch out My hand and strike Egypt with all the wonders I will perform. After that, he will let you go. 

 Cross References: Micah 7:15; Psalm 78:43; Psalm 105:27

21 I will cause the Egyptians to look favorably on you. When you leave, you won’t go empty-handed. 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:14; Psalm 105:37; Proverbs 16:7

22 Every Israelite woman will ask her Egyptian neighbor—and every foreign woman living in her house—for silver, gold, and clothing. You will dress your sons and daughters with them. In this way, you will strip Egypt of its wealth.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:14; Psalm 105:37; Ezekiel 39:10

Key Lessons from Exodus 3

•  God Reveals Himself Personally – God appeared to Moses in the burning bush, showing that He calls His servants through divine encounter. 

•  God Calls Ordinary People – Moses was a shepherd in Midian, yet God chose him to deliver Israel, proving He equips the called. 

•  God’s Holiness Demands Reverence – Moses was told to remove his sandals, reminding us to approach God with humility and respect. 

•  God Knows His People’s Suffering – The Lord declared He had seen, heard, and knew the affliction of Israel, assuring us of His compassion and awareness. 

•  God Promises Deliverance – He not only heard Israel’s cries but also prepared a plan to bring them into a land flowing with milk and honey. 

•  God’s Name Reveals His Nature – By declaring “I AM WHO I AM,” God revealed His eternal, self-existent nature as the One who is faithful and unchanging. 

•  God Provides Proof for His Messengers – Signs and assurances were given to Moses so Israel would believe, showing God confirms His word with power. 

Exodus Chapter 4

Moses Doubts Again

1 But Moses protested again, “What if they don’t believe me or listen to me? What if they say, ‘The LORD never appeared to you’?” 

 Cross References: John 10:38; John 3:2; Numbers 14:11

2 Then the LORD asked him, “What’s that in your hand?” “A shepherd’s staff,” Moses replied. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 4:29; 1 Samuel 17:40; Psalm 23:4

3 “Throw it on the ground,” the LORD said. So Moses threw it down, and it became a snake! Moses jumped back. 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:9; Genesis 3:1; 2 Corinthians 11:3

4 Then the LORD told him, “Reach out and grab it by the tail.” So Moses reached out and grabbed it, and it turned back into a staff in his hand. 

 Cross References: Psalm 91:13; Luke 10:19; Mark 16:18

5 “Do this,” the LORD said, “so they will believe that the LORD, the God of their ancestors—the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—really has appeared to you.” 

 Cross References: John 20:31; John 14:11; John 10:38

More Signs from God

6 Then the LORD said, “Now put your hand inside your cloak.” So Moses did, and when he took it out, his hand was white like snow with a skin disease. 

 Cross References: Numbers 12:10; 2 Kings 5:27; Leviticus 13:3

7 “Now put your hand back into your cloak,” the LORD said. Moses did, and when he took it out again, it was restored like the rest of his skin. 

 Cross References: Numbers 12:13; 2 Kings 5:14; Matthew 8:3

8 “If they don’t believe you or listen to the first sign,” the LORD said, “they might believe the second. 

 Cross References: John 4:48; Mark 16:20; Hebrews 2:4

9 And if they still don’t believe, take some water from the Nile River and pour it on the ground. The water you take will turn to blood on the ground.” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 3:22; Revelation 16:4; Psalm 78:44

God Sends Aaron to Help Moses

10 But Moses pleaded, “O Lord, I’m not a good speaker. I’ve never been—neither in the past nor now. I stumble over my words.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 1:6; Isaiah 6:5; 1 Corinthians 1:27

11 Then the LORD said, “Who makes a person’s mouth? Who decides whether people speak or don’t speak, hear or don’t hear, see or don’t see? Isn’t it I, the LORD? 

 Cross References: Psalm 94:9; Proverbs 20:12; Matthew 10:20

12 Now go! I will be with you as you speak, and I will teach you what to say.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 10:19; Jeremiah 1:9; Isaiah 51:16

13 But Moses still said, “Please, Lord, send someone else!” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 1:6; Jonah 1:3; 1 Kings 19:4

14 Then the LORD became angry with Moses. “What about your brother, Aaron the Levite?” He said. “I know he can speak well. Look, he’s already on his way to meet you, and he’ll be glad to see you. 

 Cross References: Numbers 20:24; Deuteronomy 9:20; Numbers 26:59

15 Talk to him and tell him what to say. I’ll be with both of you as you speak, and I’ll instruct you both in what to do. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 1:9; Deuteronomy 18:18; John 17:8

16 Aaron will speak for you to the people. He’ll act as your mouth, and you’ll act as God to him. 

 Cross References: Exodus 7:1; Jeremiah 1:9; Deuteronomy 18:18

17 And don’t forget to take your shepherd’s staff with you—use it to perform the signs I’ve shown you.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 20:8; Numbers 20:11; Psalm 77:20

Moses Returns to Egypt

18 So Moses went back home to Jethro, his father-in-law. “Please let me return to my people in Egypt,” Moses said. “I want to see if they’re still alive.” “Go in peace,” Jethro replied. 

 Cross References: Numbers 10:29; Acts 7:34; Genesis 24:56

19 Before Moses left Midian, the LORD said to him, “Return to Egypt, for all those who wanted to kill you are now dead.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 2:19; Matthew 2:20; 1 Kings 19:2

20 So Moses took his wife and sons, put them on a donkey, and headed back to Egypt. He carried the staff of God in his hand. 

 Cross References: Matthew 2:14; Matthew 2:21; Genesis 12:5

21 The LORD told Moses, “When you arrive back in Egypt, perform all the miracles I’ve given you the power to do. But I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he will refuse to let the people go. 

 Cross References: Romans 9:17; Joshua 11:20; 1 Samuel 6:6

22 Then tell Pharaoh, ‘This is what the LORD says: Israel is My firstborn son. 

 Cross References: Hosea 11:1; Jeremiah 31:9; Romans 9:4

23 I told you to let My son go so he can worship Me. But since you’ve refused, now I will kill your firstborn son.’” 

 Cross References: Hosea 11:1; Numbers 3:13; Romans 9:4

God Confronts Moses

24 On the journey, at a place where they stopped for the night, the LORD confronted Moses and was about to kill him. 

 Cross References: Genesis 32:24; Numbers 22:22; 1 Chronicles 21:16

25 But Zipporah took a flint knife, cut off her son’s foreskin, and touched Moses’ feet with it. “Now you’re a bridegroom of blood to me,” she said. 

 Cross References: Genesis 17:10; Joshua 5:2; Genesis 34:14

26 (She said this because of the circumcision.) Then the LORD let Moses alone. 

 Cross References: Genesis 17:11; Ezekiel 16:6; Genesis 17:14

Aaron Joins Moses

27 Now the LORD had said to Aaron, “Go out into the wilderness to meet Moses.” So Aaron went and met him at the mountain of God, and he kissed him. 

 Cross References: Genesis 33:4; Numbers 26:59; Genesis 29:13

28 Moses told Aaron everything the LORD had said and showed him the miraculous signs the LORD

had commanded him to do. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 18:18; John 17:8; Numbers 22:38

29 Then Moses and Aaron returned to Egypt and called together all the elders of Israel. 

 Cross References: Numbers 11:16; Joshua 24:1; Exodus 3:16

30 Aaron told them everything the LORD had said to Moses, and he performed the signs as the people watched. 

 Cross References: John 20:30; Acts 2:22; Hebrews 2:4

31 And the people believed. When they heard that the LORD had seen their suffering and was coming to rescue them, they bowed down and worshiped. 

 Cross References: John 4:53; Psalm 106:12; Nehemiah 9:9

Key Lessons from Exodus 4

•  God Equips the Called – When Moses doubted, God gave him signs with the staff, his hand, and water turned to blood, proving that He provides what is needed for His mission. 

•  Excuses Do Not Remove Responsibility – Moses tried to avoid God’s call by pointing to his lack of eloquence, but God reminded him that He created the mouth and enables speech. 

•  God Allows Partnership in Service – Because of Moses’ fear, God appointed Aaron as his spokesman, showing that God often provides co-laborers in His work. 

•  God Demands Obedience – The incident where God confronted Moses over his son’s circumcision shows that His servants must live in covenant obedience before leading others. 

•  God Confirms His Word – Aaron and the elders of Israel believed after seeing the signs, proving that God validates His message through His power. 

•  Worship Is the Goal of Deliverance – Moses’ mission was not only to free Israel from slavery but to lead them to serve and worship the living God. 

Exodus Chapter 5

Moses and Aaron Confront Pharaoh

1 Afterward, Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘Let My people go so they may hold a festival to Me in the wilderness.’” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 58:6; Zechariah 9:11; Jeremiah 34:14

2 But Pharaoh responded, “Who is the LORD that I should obey Him and let Israel go? I don’t know the LORD, and I won’t let Israel go!” 

 Cross References: Psalm 79:6; Romans 1:21; 2 Thessalonians 1:8

3 Then they said, “The God of the Hebrews has met with us. Please let us take a three-day journey into the wilderness to offer sacrifices to the LORD our God. If we don’t, He might strike us with a plague or with the sword.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 33:8; Deuteronomy 1:2; Jonah 3:3

4 But the king of Egypt replied, “Moses and Aaron, why are you distracting the people from their work? Get back to your labor!” 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 4:11; Nehemiah 6:9; Ezra 4:4

5 Pharaoh also said, “Look, the people of the land are already so numerous, and now you’re trying to make them rest from their duties!” 

 Cross References: Genesis 47:27; Psalm 105:24; Numbers 22:3

Pharaoh Increases the Israelites' Burdens

6 That same day, Pharaoh gave this order to the Egyptian slave drivers and Israelite foremen: Cross References: Proverbs 21:1; Daniel 4:35; Psalm 105:25

7 “Don’t supply the people with straw for making bricks like you did before. Make them gather their own straw. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 9:9; Deuteronomy 26:6; Psalm 81:6

8 But don’t reduce the number of bricks they’re required to make. They’re lazy—that’s why they’re crying out, ‘Let us go offer sacrifices to our God.’

 Cross References: Nehemiah 6:9; Amos 8:5; 2 Thessalonians 3:10

9 Load them down with more work. That’ll keep them too busy to listen to lies.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:11; Nehemiah 4:1; Proverbs 29:12

10 So the slave drivers and foremen went out and told the people, “This is what Pharaoh says: I’m not giving you any more straw. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:14; Isaiah 58:6; Amos 5:11

11 Go get it yourselves, wherever you can find it. But you must still produce the same number of bricks.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:14; Proverbs 29:2; Nehemiah 5:15

12 So the people scattered all over Egypt to gather stubble for straw. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 47:6; Psalm 81:6; Lamentations 5:5

13 The slave drivers kept pressuring them: “Hurry! Finish your day’s work, just as when straw was provided!” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 9:4; Lamentations 1:3; Habakkuk 2:12

14 Then the Israelite foremen—who had been put in charge by Pharaoh’s slave drivers—were beaten. They were asked, “Why haven’t you met your quota yesterday or today like before?” 

 Cross References: Psalm 129:3; Nehemiah 5:1; Lamentations 3:34

The Foremen Complain to Pharaoh and Moses

15 So the Israelite foremen went to Pharaoh and pleaded, “Why are you treating us this way? 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 5:1; Psalm 12:5; Job 24:12

16 We’re given no straw, but we’re still told to make bricks. We’re being beaten, even though the fault is with your own people!” 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 5:5; James 5:4; Malachi 3:5

17 But Pharaoh shouted, “You’re lazy—lazy! That’s why you’re saying, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to the LORD.’

 Cross References: Amos 8:5; 2 Thessalonians 3:10; Nehemiah 6:9

18 Now get back to work! No straw will be given to you, and you must still deliver the full quota of bricks!” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:14; Matthew 23:4; Habakkuk 2:12

19 The Israelite foremen realized they were in serious trouble when they were told, “You must not reduce the number of bricks each day.” 

 Cross References: Job 6:2; Psalm 55:4; Lamentations 1:20

20 As they left Pharaoh’s court, they found Moses and Aaron waiting to meet them. 

 Cross References: Numbers 16:41; Numbers 14:2; Acts 6:1

21 They said, “May the LORD judge you and punish you! You’ve made us stink in Pharaoh’s eyes and in the eyes of his officials. You’ve given them a sword to kill us!” 

 Cross References: Genesis 34:30; Numbers 16:3; 1 Samuel 13:6

Moses Cries Out to God

22 Then Moses went back to the LORD and protested, “Lord, why have You brought this trouble on Your people? Why did You even send me? 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 20:7; Habakkuk 1:2; Numbers 11:11

23 Ever since I came to Pharaoh as You told me, he’s been even more brutal to Your people. And You haven’t rescued them at all!” 

 Cross References: Habakkuk 1:2; Psalm 13:1; Jeremiah 20:8

Key Lessons from Exodus 5

•  Obedience Can Bring Opposition – When Moses and Aaron obeyed God and confronted Pharaoh, the result was harsher treatment for Israel, showing that obedience may first bring trials before victory. 

•  The Enemy Resists God’s Word – Pharaoh refused to acknowledge the Lord and hardened his heart, revealing the natural opposition of the world to God’s authority. 

•  Faith Is Tested Under Pressure – Israel’s suffering increased, and they questioned Moses, teaching us that faith often wavers when trials deepen. 

•  God’s Servants Must Persevere – Moses cried out to God when the people turned against him, but he remained in his calling, showing that leaders must endure discouragement. 

•  Deliverance Is God’s Work, Not Man’s – The situation worsened to remind Israel and Moses that freedom would come not by human effort but by God’s mighty hand. 

Exodus Chapter 6

God Reassures Moses

1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Now you will see what I will do to Pharaoh. When I raise My powerful hand against him, he will let the people go. In fact, he’ll drive them out of his land himself!” 

 Cross References: Psalm 105:26; Romans 9:17; Ezekiel 20:33

2 God also said to Moses, “I am the LORD. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 42:8; Revelation 1:8; Amos 5:8

3 I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as God Almighty, but I didn’t reveal My name, ‘the LORD,’ to them as I’m revealing it to you now. 

 Cross References: Genesis 17:1; Genesis 35:11; Genesis 48:3

4 I established My covenant with them, promising to give them the land of Canaan—the land where they lived as foreigners. 

 Cross References: Genesis 17:8; Genesis 15:18; Genesis 28:13

5 And now I’ve heard the groans of the Israelites, enslaved by the Egyptians, and I am remembering My covenant. 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:13; Psalm 105:8; Psalm 106:45

6 So give this message to the people of Israel: ‘I am the LORD. I will rescue you from your slavery in Egypt. I will free you from your oppression. I will redeem you with My mighty power and great acts of judgment. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 26:8; Psalm 136:11; Acts 13:17

7 I will claim you as My own people, and I will be your God. Then you will know that I am the LORD your God, who has freed you from the oppression of Egypt. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:12; Jeremiah 31:33; Revelation 21:3

8 And I will bring you into the land I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. I will give it to you as your own possession. I am the LORD.’” 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:18; Genesis 26:3; Genesis 28:13

The People Refuse to Listen

9 So Moses told this to the Israelites, but they refused to listen to him. Their spirits were crushed by their harsh slavery and suffering. 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:4; Proverbs 13:12; Isaiah 40:27

God Sends Moses Back to Pharaoh

10 Then the LORD said to Moses, 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 1:7; Ezekiel 2:3; Isaiah 6:8

11 “Go tell Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, to let the people of Israel leave his land.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 26:8; Psalm 105:38; Micah 6:4

12 But Moses argued again, “My own people won’t even listen to me. How can I expect Pharaoh to? 

I’m not a good speaker.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 6:10; Jeremiah 1:6; Isaiah 6:5

Genealogy of Moses and Aaron

13 But the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron and gave them orders for the Israelites and for Pharaoh. 

He commanded them to lead the Israelites out of Egypt. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 1:7; Ezekiel 3:4; Isaiah 6:9

14 These were the heads of the families of the tribes of Israel: From the tribe of Reuben (Israel’s firstborn): Hanok, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi. These were the clans of Reuben. 

 Cross References: Genesis 46:9; Numbers 26:5; 1 Chronicles 5:1

15 From the tribe of Simeon: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jakin, Zohar, and Shaul (whose mother was a Canaanite). These were the clans of Simeon. 

 Cross References: Genesis 46:10; Numbers 26:12; 1 Chronicles 4:24

16 From the tribe of Levi, who lived to be 137 years old: His sons were Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 

 Cross References: Genesis 46:11; Numbers 3:17; 1 Chronicles 6:1

17 The descendants of Gershon included Libni and Shimei. 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:18; Numbers 3:21; 1 Chronicles 6:17

18 Kohath’s descendants were Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel. Kohath lived 133 years. 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:19; 1 Chronicles 6:2; Numbers 26:58

19 Merari’s sons were Mahli and Mushi. These were the clans of the Levites. 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:20; 1 Chronicles 6:19; Numbers 26:58

20 Amram married his father’s sister, Jochebed, and she gave birth to Aaron and Moses. Amram lived 137 years. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:59; 1 Chronicles 6:3; 1 Chronicles 23:13

21 The sons of Izhar were Korah, Nepheg, and Zicri. 

 Cross References: Numbers 16:1; 1 Chronicles 6:37; Numbers 26:9

22 The sons of Uzziel were Mishael, Elzaphan, and Sithri. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 10:4; Numbers 3:30; 1 Chronicles 15:10

23 Aaron married Elisheba (daughter of Amminadab and sister of Nahshon). They had four sons: Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:60; Leviticus 10:1; 1 Chronicles 6:3

24 The sons of Korah were Assir, Elkanah, and Abiasaph. These became the clans of the Korahites. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:11; 1 Chronicles 6:37; Psalm 42:1

25 Eleazar, Aaron’s son, married one of the daughters of Putiel. They had a son named Phinehas. 

These are the ancestors of the Levite families, listed by their clans. 

 Cross References: Numbers 25:7; Numbers 25:13; Joshua 24:33

God Appoints Moses and Aaron

26 It was this same Aaron and Moses to whom the LORD said, “Lead the people of Israel out of Egypt, like an army.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 33:1; Micah 6:4; 1 Samuel 12:6

27 They were the ones who spoke to Pharaoh, king of Egypt, to ask him to free the Israelites—this was Moses and Aaron. 

 Cross References: Psalm 105:26; Micah 6:4; Numbers 33:1

Moses' Objection Repeated

28 When the LORD spoke to Moses in Egypt, 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:1; Numbers 3:1; Leviticus 25:1

29 He said, “I am the LORD. Tell Pharaoh everything I tell you.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 1:7; Ezekiel 2:7; Jeremiah 26:2

30 But Moses replied again, “I’m not a good speaker. Why would Pharaoh listen to me?” 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 3:5; Jeremiah 1:6; Isaiah 6:5

Key Lessons from Exodus 6

•  God Reassures His Servant – When Moses was discouraged, God reminded him of His covenant and power, showing that leaders need continual encouragement from the Lord. 

•  God’s Covenant Is Unchanging – The Lord declared Himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, affirming His promises to give Israel the land of Canaan. 

•  God Acts for His Name’s Sake – He revealed His name, Yahweh, to show that His deliverance of Israel was tied to His character and faithfulness. 

•  God Redeems His People with Power – The promise of rescue came with strong language: “I will free you, redeem you, and take you as My people,” pointing to His mighty redemption through Christ. 

•  Discouragement Blinds the Heart – Israel did not listen because of their anguish and cruel slavery, reminding us that suffering can dull faith. 

•  God Uses Imperfect Servants – Though Moses and Aaron doubted their abilities, God still called them to confront Pharaoh, proving He works through weakness. 

Exodus Chapter 7

Moses and Aaron Go Before Pharaoh

1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Look, I’ve made you like God to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron will be your prophet. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 18:18; John 10:35; Psalm 82:6

2 You must say everything I command you, and Aaron will speak to Pharaoh. He will tell him to let the Israelites leave his land. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 1:7; Deuteronomy 18:18; Ezekiel 2:7

3 But I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and though I will multiply My signs and wonders in Egypt, Cross References: Romans 9:17; Joshua 11:20; Isaiah 63:17

4 Pharaoh will not listen to you. Then I will strike Egypt with great acts of judgment and bring My people, the Israelites, out of Egypt like an army. 

 Cross References: Acts 7:36; Numbers 33:1; Psalm 78:43

5 When I raise My hand against Egypt and bring the Israelites out, the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD.” 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 29:9; Ezekiel 30:19; Ezekiel 6:7

6 So Moses and Aaron did exactly as the LORD commanded them. 

 Cross References: Genesis 6:22; Hebrews 11:8; Numbers 27:22

7 Moses was 80 years old, and Aaron was 83 when they spoke to Pharaoh. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 34:7; Deuteronomy 31:2; Acts 7:23

Aaron’s Staff Becomes a Serpent

8 Then the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 

 Cross References: Psalm 105:26; Numbers 20:9; Micah 6:4

9 “Pharaoh will demand, ‘Prove yourselves by working a miracle.’ When he does, say to Aaron, 

‘Throw down your staff in front of Pharaoh,’ and it will become a serpent.” 

 Cross References: Mark 16:17; Numbers 21:8; Matthew 12:38

10 So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did just as the LORD commanded. Aaron threw down his staff before Pharaoh and his officials, and it became a serpent. 

 Cross References: 2 Timothy 3:8; Numbers 21:9; Exodus 4:3

11 Then Pharaoh called in his wise men and sorcerers. These Egyptian magicians did the same thing using their secret arts. 

 Cross References: 2 Timothy 3:8; Revelation 13:13; Matthew 24:24

12 Each one threw down his staff, and they also turned into serpents. But Aaron’s staff swallowed up their staffs. 

 Cross References: 2 Timothy 3:9; Psalm 74:13; Isaiah 51:9

13 Still, Pharaoh’s heart was hard, and he refused to listen to them—just as the LORD had said. 

 Cross References: Romans 9:18; 1 Samuel 6:6; Joshua 11:20

The First Plague: Water Turned to Blood

14 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s heart is stubborn; he still refuses to let the people go. 

 Cross References: Romans 9:18; Psalm 95:8; Zechariah 7:12

15 Go to Pharaoh in the morning as he goes down to the river. Stand on the riverbank to meet him, and take in your hand the staff that turned into a serpent. 

 Cross References: Numbers 20:11; Psalm 105:26; Psalm 77:20

16 Then say to him, ‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has sent me to say: Let My people go so they can worship Me in the wilderness. But until now, you have not listened.’

 Cross References: Micah 6:4; Isaiah 58:6; Deuteronomy 26:8

17 This is what the LORD says: ‘By this, you will know that I am the LORD. Watch! I will strike the water of the Nile with this staff in my hand, and the river will turn to blood. 

 Cross References: Revelation 16:4; Psalm 78:44; Psalm 105:29

18 The fish in the Nile will die, the river will stink, and the Egyptians will not be able to drink its water.’” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 19:5; Psalm 78:44; Ezekiel 29:3

19 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron: Take your staff and raise your hand over the waters of Egypt—all its rivers, canals, ponds, and reservoirs. Everywhere, the water will turn to blood, even the water stored in wooden bowls and stone jars.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 105:29; Revelation 16:3; Psalm 78:44

20 So Moses and Aaron did just as the LORD commanded. Aaron raised his staff and struck the water of the Nile while Pharaoh and his officials watched. The entire river turned to blood! 

 Cross References: Psalm 78:44; Psalm 105:29; Revelation 11:6

21 The fish died, the water stank, and the Egyptians couldn’t drink from the river. Blood was everywhere throughout Egypt. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 50:2; Psalm 105:29; Ezekiel 29:5

22 But the Egyptian magicians used their secret arts to do the same thing, so Pharaoh’s heart remained hard. He refused to listen to Moses and Aaron, just as the LORD had said. 

 Cross References: 2 Timothy 3:8; Revelation 13:13; Romans 9:18

23 Then Pharaoh turned and went back into his palace. He didn’t take the miracle seriously. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 36:13; Daniel 5:22; Revelation 9:20

24 All the Egyptians dug along the riverbank to find drinking water, because they couldn’t drink from the Nile. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 19:6; Psalm 78:44; Revelation 16:4

25 Seven full days passed after the LORD struck the river. 

 Cross References: Genesis 7:10; Genesis 29:27; Job 2:13

Key Lessons from Exodus 7

•  God Confirms His Authority – The Lord made Moses “like God” to Pharaoh and Aaron his prophet, showing that His messengers speak with divine authority. 

•  God Demonstrates His Power Over Egypt – Through signs and wonders, God proved His supremacy over Pharaoh, Egypt’s magicians, and their false gods. 

•  Hearts Can Grow Harder in Rebellion – Pharaoh’s heart was hardened despite witnessing miracles, teaching that rejection of God often deepens resistance. 

•  God’s Judgments Are Purposeful – The first plague, turning the Nile to blood, struck at Egypt’s lifeline and their gods, revealing that God’s judgments expose false worship. 

•  Imitation Cannot Match God’s Power – The magicians replicated some signs but could not reverse them, proving that Satan’s counterfeits are limited and powerless against God. 

•  Obedience Unlocks God’s Power – Moses and Aaron did just as the Lord commanded, showing that miracles follow faithful obedience. 

Exodus Chapter 8

The Second Plague: Frogs

1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh and say, ‘This is what the LORD says: Let My people go so they may worship Me. 

 Cross References: Zechariah 9:11; Isaiah 58:6; Micah 6:4

2 If you refuse to let them go, I will send a plague of frogs across your entire land. 

 Cross References: Psalm 78:45; Psalm 105:30; Revelation 16:13

3 The Nile will overflow with frogs. They will come up into your palace, your bedroom, your bed, the houses of your officials and your people. They’ll even be in your ovens and kneading bowls! 

 Cross References: Psalm 78:45; Psalm 105:30; Revelation 16:13

4 Frogs will jump on you, your people, and all your officials.’” 

 Cross References: Psalm 78:45; Psalm 105:30; Revelation 16:13

5 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron: Stretch out your hand with your staff over the rivers, canals, and ponds, and cause frogs to come up on the land of Egypt.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 105:30; Psalm 78:45; Revelation 16:13

6 So Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt, and frogs came up and covered the land. 

 Cross References: Psalm 105:30; Psalm 78:45; Revelation 16:13

7 But the magicians did the same thing with their magic, making frogs come up on the land as well. 

 Cross References: 2 Timothy 3:8; Revelation 13:13; Matthew 24:24

8 Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and begged, “Pray to the LORD to take the frogs away from me and my people. Then I’ll let your people go and offer sacrifices to the LORD.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 13:6; 1 Samuel 12:19; Acts 8:24

9 Moses replied, “You choose the time. Tell me when I should pray for you, your officials, and your people. Then the frogs will disappear from your homes, your officials’ houses, and your people. They will stay only in the Nile.” 

 Cross References: James 5:16; 1 Samuel 12:19; 1 Kings 13:6

10 “Do it tomorrow,” Pharaoh said. “All right,” Moses said. “It will happen just as you’ve said. Then you’ll know there’s no one like the LORD our God. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 33:26; Psalm 86:8; Isaiah 46:9

11 The frogs will leave your houses, your officials, and your people. They’ll remain only in the Nile.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 105:30; Psalm 78:45; Revelation 16:13

12 So Moses and Aaron left Pharaoh, and Moses cried out to the LORD about the frogs He had sent. 

 Cross References: James 5:16; 1 Kings 18:42; Psalm 34:15

13 And the LORD did what Moses asked—the frogs in the houses, courtyards, and fields died. 

 Cross References: Psalm 105:30; 1 Kings 18:36; James 5:16

14 The Egyptians piled them up in heaps, and the land stank. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 34:3; Joel 2:20; Amos 4:10

15 But when Pharaoh saw that there was relief, he hardened his heart again and refused to listen to Moses and Aaron—just as the LORD had said. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 28:14; Romans 9:18; Zechariah 7:12

The Third Plague: Gnats

16 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron: Stretch out your staff and strike the dust of the ground. It will turn into gnats throughout the land of Egypt.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 105:31; Psalm 78:46; Amos 4:10

17 So they did this. When Aaron stretched out his hand and struck the dust with his staff, gnats came upon people and animals. All the dust throughout Egypt turned into gnats! 

 Cross References: Psalm 105:31; Genesis 3:19; Amos 4:10

18 The magicians tried to do the same thing using their secret arts, but this time they failed. The gnats were everywhere—on people and animals alike. 

 Cross References: 2 Timothy 3:9; Revelation 13:13; Matthew 24:24

19 “This is the finger of God,” the magicians said to Pharaoh. But Pharaoh’s heart remained hard, and he wouldn’t listen—just as the LORD had said. 

 Cross References: Luke 11:20; Matthew 12:28; Psalm 8:3

The Fourth Plague: Flies

20 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Get up early in the morning and stand in Pharaoh’s way as he goes to the river. Say to him, ‘This is what the LORD says: Let My people go so they may worship Me. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 7:13; Isaiah 58:6; Micah 6:4

21 If you don’t, I will send swarms of flies on you, your officials, your people, and your homes. The houses of Egypt will be filled with flies, and the ground will be covered with them. 

 Cross References: Psalm 78:45; Psalm 105:31; Revelation 16:13

22 But on that day, I will treat the land of Goshen—where My people live—differently. No flies will be there. That way you will know that I, the LORD, am present even in the heart of your land. 

 Cross References: Malachi 3:18; Deuteronomy 4:34; 1 Peter 2:9

23 I will make a clear distinction between My people and your people. This sign will happen tomorrow.’” 

 Cross References: Malachi 3:18; Deuteronomy 4:34; Romans 9:24

24 And the LORD did exactly that. Thick swarms of flies poured into Pharaoh’s palace, his officials’

homes, and throughout Egypt. The land was ruined because of the flies. 

 Cross References: Psalm 78:45; Psalm 105:31; Revelation 16:13

Pharaoh Tries to Compromise

25 Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron. “Go ahead—offer sacrifices to your God,” he said, 

“but do it here in this land.” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 5:18; Genesis 46:34; Daniel 1:8

26 But Moses replied, “That wouldn’t be right. The sacrifices we offer to the LORD our God would be detestable to the Egyptians. If we sacrifice in front of them what they hate, won’t they stone us? 

 Cross References: Genesis 46:34; Genesis 43:32; Leviticus 18:3

27 We must take a three-day journey into the wilderness to offer sacrifices to the LORD our God, just as He commanded us.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 33:8; Genesis 22:4; Jonah 3:3

28 “Fine,” Pharaoh said. “I will let you go to offer sacrifices in the wilderness—but don’t go too far. 

And pray for me!” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 13:6; Acts 26:28; James 1:8

29 Moses answered, “As soon as I leave you, I will pray to the LORD. Tomorrow, the swarms of flies will leave you, your officials, and your people. But don’t deceive us again by refusing to let the people go and sacrifice to the LORD.” 

 Cross References: James 5:16; Proverbs 26:24; Proverbs 26:25

30 So Moses left Pharaoh and prayed to the LORD. 

 Cross References: James 5:16; 1 Kings 18:37; Nehemiah 2:4

31 And the LORD did as Moses asked. The swarms of flies left Pharaoh, his officials, and his people— not a single fly remained. 

 Cross References: Psalm 105:31; Psalm 78:45; James 5:17

32 But once again, Pharaoh hardened his heart and refused to let the people go. 

 Cross References: Romans 9:18; Proverbs 29:1; Hebrews 3:15

Key Lessons from Exodus 8

•  God Displays His Supremacy Over Creation – The plagues of frogs, gnats, and flies revealed God’s control over nature and exposed the weakness of Egypt’s gods. 

•  Evil Has Limits – Pharaoh’s magicians could mimic some wonders, but they could not create life, admitting, “This is the finger of God,” proving Satan’s power is limited. 

•  God Distinguishes His People – During the plague of flies, God spared the land of Goshen, showing His ability to protect and make a difference between His people and the world. 

•  Pharaoh’s Heart Was Deceitful – He repeatedly promised freedom but hardened his heart once relief came, warning us of the danger of insincere repentance. 

•  Judgment Exposes False Gods – Each plague directly challenged Egypt’s idols, teaching that God alone is worthy of worship. 

•  Partial Obedience Is Still Rebellion – Pharaoh offered compromises (sacrifice in Egypt, not going far), but God required full obedience, showing He accepts no half-measures. 

Exodus Chapter 9

The Fifth Plague: Death of Livestock

1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go back to Pharaoh and tell him, ‘This is what the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, says: Let My people go so they may worship Me. 

 Cross References: Exodus 5:1; Exodus 3:18; Exodus 7:16

2 If you continue to hold them and refuse to let them go, Cross References: Exodus 8:2; Exodus 4:23; Exodus 10:4

3 the hand of the LORD will bring a terrible plague on your livestock—on your horses, donkeys, camels, cattle, sheep, and goats. 

 Cross References: Job 1:14-17; Psalm 78:50; 1 Samuel 5:6

4 But the LORD will again make a distinction between the livestock of Israel and the livestock of Egypt—not a single one of the Israelites’ animals will die.’” 

 Cross References: Exodus 8:22; Exodus 11:7; Malachi 3:18

5 The LORD set the time and said, “Tomorrow the LORD will do this in the land.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 8:23; Exodus 10:4; Amos 3:7

6 And the next day, the LORD did just as He said. All the Egyptians’ livestock died, but not one of the animals belonging to the Israelites died. 

 Cross References: Exodus 9:4; Numbers 23:19; Psalm 78:50

7 Pharaoh sent officials to investigate, and sure enough, not a single one of the Israelite animals was dead. But even so, Pharaoh’s heart remained hard, and he still refused to let the people go. 

 Cross References: Exodus 8:15; Exodus 7:13; Romans 9:17

The Sixth Plague: Boils

8 Then the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “Take handfuls of soot from a brick kiln, and have Moses toss it into the air while Pharaoh watches. 

 Cross References: Exodus 8:5; Revelation 16:2; Deuteronomy 28:27

9 The soot will spread like fine dust across the land of Egypt, causing festering boils to break out on people and animals throughout the land.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:27; Revelation 16:2; Job 2:7

10 So they took soot from a kiln and stood before Pharaoh. Moses tossed it into the air, and boils broke out on the Egyptians and their animals. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:27; Revelation 16:2; Exodus 9:8

11 Even the magicians could not stand before Moses because the boils were so painful. They were covered in boils just like everyone else. 

 Cross References: Exodus 8:18; 2 Timothy 3:8-9; Exodus 7:11-12

12 But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he refused to listen to them—just as the LORD had said to Moses. 

 Cross References: Exodus 4:21; Romans 9:17-18; Exodus 7:3

The Seventh Plague: Hail

13 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Get up early in the morning and stand before Pharaoh. Say to him, ‘This is what the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, says: Let My people go so they may worship Me. 

 Cross References: Exodus 8:20; Exodus 7:15; Exodus 5:1

14 If you don’t, I will send more plagues on you and your officials and your people. Then you will know there is no one like Me in all the earth. 

 Cross References: Exodus 8:10; 1 Samuel 2:2; Isaiah 45:5-6

15 I could have struck you and wiped you off the earth. 

 Cross References: Exodus 3:20; Amos 4:10; Psalm 78:50

16 But I have spared you for this reason: to show you My power and to make My name known throughout the earth. 

 Cross References: Romans 9:17; Exodus 15:14-16; Joshua 2:10-11

17 But you still act arrogantly against My people and refuse to let them go. 

 Cross References: Exodus 8:2; Exodus 5:2; James 4:6

18 So tomorrow at this time, I will send the worst hailstorm Egypt has ever seen, from the day it was founded until now. 

 Cross References: Psalm 78:47-48; Psalm 105:32-33; Revelation 16:21

19 Order your livestock and everything else in the fields to be brought inside. Every person or animal left outside will die when the hail falls.’” 

 Cross References: Exodus 9:3; Joel 1:15; Amos 4:9

20 Some of Pharaoh’s officials took the LORD’s warning seriously and quickly brought their servants and livestock in from the fields. 

 Cross References: Exodus 10:7; Jonah 1:16; Proverbs 22:3

21 But others ignored the word of the LORD and left them out in the open. 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:11; Proverbs 1:24-25; Luke 17:26-27

Hail Strikes Egypt

22 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Raise your hand toward the sky so hail may fall on the land of Egypt—on people, animals, and crops throughout the land.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 9:23; Exodus 10:12; Revelation 16:21

23 So Moses raised his staff toward the sky, and the LORD sent thunder and hail, and lightning struck the ground. The LORD sent a storm like Egypt had never seen. 

 Cross References: Psalm 78:48; Psalm 18:13; Revelation 8:7

24 The hail fell, and lightning flashed through it. It was a terrible storm, striking everything in the fields—people, animals, and plants alike. It shattered every tree in the fields. 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:11; Revelation 16:21; Ezekiel 38:22

25 The only place it didn’t hail was in the land of Goshen, where the Israelites lived. 

 Cross References: Psalm 105:33; Psalm 78:47; Exodus 10:15

Pharaoh’s Temporary Repentance

27 Then Pharaoh quickly summoned Moses and Aaron. “This time I’ve sinned,” he said. “The LORD

is right, and my people and I are wrong. 

 Cross References: Exodus 10:16-17; 1 Samuel 15:24; Psalm 129:4

28 Please ask the LORD to stop this thunder and hail. I will let you go; you don’t have to stay any longer.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 8:8; Exodus 10:17; James 5:16

29 Moses said, “As soon as I leave the city, I will lift my hands in prayer to the LORD. The thunder and hail will stop, so you will know that the earth belongs to the LORD. 

 Cross References: Psalm 24:1; 1 Kings 8:22; Exodus 19:5

30 But I know you and your officials still don’t fear the LORD God.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 8:15; Exodus 9:34-35; Proverbs 1:29

31 (All the flax and barley were destroyed by the hail, because the barley was ripe and the flax was blooming. 

 Cross References: Ruth 1:22; Ruth 2:23; Joel 1:11

32 But the wheat and spelt were not destroyed because they mature later.) Cross References: Exodus 9:31; Joel 1:11; Amos 4:9

33 So Moses left Pharaoh and went out of the city. He lifted his hands to the LORD, and the thunder and hail stopped, and the rain no longer poured down. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:54; James 5:17-18; Exodus 9:29

34 But when Pharaoh saw that the rain, hail, and thunder had stopped, he and his officials sinned again. They hardened their hearts. 

 Cross References: Exodus 8:15; Ecclesiastes 8:11; Proverbs 29:1

35 Just as the LORD had said through Moses, Pharaoh's heart was stubborn, and he refused to let the people go. 

 Cross References: Exodus 4:21; Romans 9:18; Exodus 7:13

Key Lessons from Exodus 9

•  God’s Power Is Unmatched – The plagues of livestock disease, boils, and hail showed God’s authority over life, health, and the forces of nature. 

•  God Makes a Distinction – Israel’s livestock and land were spared while Egypt suffered, reminding us that God protects His covenant people. 

•  Rebellion Hardens the Heart – Pharaoh’s refusal to repent after each plague revealed the progressive hardening that comes from resisting God. 

•  God Shows Mercy in Judgment – Before sending the hail, God warned Pharaoh, giving Egyptians the chance to shelter their animals and servants, showing His patience and justice. 

•  God’s Judgments Reveal His Glory – The plagues were not random but designed so that Egypt would know there is no one like the Lord in all the earth. 

•  Selective Obedience Is Not Enough – Some Egyptians feared God’s word and obeyed, while others ignored it to their ruin, showing that true faith is proven by action. 

•  Temporary Repentance Is Dangerous – Pharaoh admitted his sin and asked for prayer, but once the hail ceased, he hardened his heart again, revealing the danger of shallow repentance. 

Exodus Chapter 10

The Eighth Plague: Locusts

1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go back to Pharaoh. I have hardened his heart and the hearts of his officials so I can display My signs among them. 

 Cross References: Exodus 4:21; Romans 9:17; Exodus 7:3

2 I want you to be able to tell your children and grandchildren how I made a mockery of the Egyptians and performed signs among them, so you will know that I am the LORD.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:9; Psalm 78:4-6; Joel 1:3

3 So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, “This is what the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, says: ‘How long will you refuse to humble yourself before Me? Let My people go so they may worship Me. 

 Cross References: Exodus 8:2; Exodus 5:1; 2 Chronicles 33:12

4 If you refuse, tomorrow I will bring locusts into your country. 

 Cross References: Joel 1:4; Joel 2:25; Revelation 9:3

5 They will cover the land so that you won’t even be able to see the ground. They will devour what little is left from the hail—including every tree still growing in your fields. 

 Cross References: Joel 2:2; Joel 1:4; Exodus 9:32

6 They will fill your houses and the houses of all your officials and people. Something like this has never happened in Egypt from the beginning of time until now.’” Then Moses turned and left Pharaoh. 

 Cross References: Joel 1:2-4; Exodus 10:14; Deuteronomy 28:38

7 Pharaoh’s officials said to him, “How long will this man be a threat to us? Let the men go so they may worship the LORD their God. Don’t you see that Egypt is already ruined?” 

 Cross References: Exodus 9:20; Exodus 8:19; 1 Samuel 6:6

8 So Pharaoh had Moses and Aaron brought back. “Go worship the LORD your God,” he said. “But tell me—just who will be going?” 

 Cross References: Exodus 5:1; Exodus 8:8; Exodus 10:24

9 Moses replied, “We will all go—young and old, sons and daughters, with our flocks and herds. We must all celebrate a festival to the LORD.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 5:1; Exodus 12:31-32; Deuteronomy 16:16

10 Pharaoh retorted, “The LORD had better be with you if I ever let you take your families! Clearly, you’re bent on evil. 

 Cross References: Exodus 10:24; Exodus 5:19; Exodus 1:16

11 No! Only the men may go and worship the LORD. That’s what you’ve been asking for.” Then Pharaoh had them driven out of his presence. 

 Cross References: Exodus 10:8-9; Exodus 12:31; Exodus 10:28

Locusts Invade Egypt

12 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Raise your hand over the land of Egypt to bring on the locusts. 

Let them cover the land and eat everything that survived the hail.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 9:22; Joel 2:25; Exodus 8:5

13 So Moses raised his staff over the land, and the LORD caused an east wind to blow across Egypt all that day and into the night. By morning, the east wind had brought the locusts. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:21; Psalm 78:26; Jonah 1:4

14 The locusts swarmed over the entire land. Never before had there been such a terrible plague of locusts, and never will there be again. 

 Cross References: Joel 2:2; Exodus 10:6; Joel 1:4

15 They covered the ground until it was black with them. They devoured all the crops and every bit of fruit left on the trees from the hailstorm. Nothing green remained in the trees or plants throughout Egypt. 

 Cross References: Joel 1:7; Psalm 105:34-35; Exodus 9:25

16 Pharaoh quickly called for Moses and Aaron. “I have sinned against the LORD your God and against you,” he said. 

 Cross References: Exodus 9:27; 1 Samuel 15:24; Numbers 22:34

17 “Please forgive my sin just this once, and plead with the LORD your God to take this deadly plague away from me.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 8:8; James 5:16; 1 Kings 13:6

18 So Moses left Pharaoh and prayed to the LORD. 

 Cross References: Exodus 9:33; 1 Timothy 2:1; James 5:16

19 The LORD shifted the wind, and a strong west wind blew the locusts into the Red Sea. Not a single locust remained in Egypt. 

 Cross References: Psalm 78:26; Exodus 14:21; Joel 2:20

20 But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart again, and he refused to let the people go. 

 Cross References: Exodus 4:21; Romans 9:18; Exodus 9:12

The Ninth Plague: Darkness

21 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Raise your hand toward the sky, and a deep darkness will cover the land of Egypt—a darkness so thick it can be felt.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 105:28; Amos 5:20; Revelation 16:10

22 So Moses raised his hand, and darkness covered the entire land of Egypt for three days. 

 Cross References: Psalm 105:28; Joel 2:2; Matthew 27:45

23 During all that time, the people could not see each other, and no one moved. But there was light as usual where the people of Israel lived. 

 Cross References: Exodus 8:22; John 1:5; John 8:12

24 Finally, Pharaoh called for Moses and said, “Go and worship the LORD. Even your women and children may go—but leave your flocks and herds behind.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 10:8-11; Exodus 10:26; Exodus 8:28

25 But Moses said, “No, you must let us take our livestock too. We need to offer sacrifices and burnt offerings to the LORD our God. 

 Cross References: Exodus 5:1; Leviticus 1:3; Exodus 3:18

26 All our livestock must go with us—not a single hoof can be left behind. We won’t know how we are to worship the LORD until we get there.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 10:9; Proverbs 3:9; Exodus 12:32

27 But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart once more, and he was not willing to let them go. 

 Cross References: Exodus 4:21; Romans 9:18; Exodus 9:12

28 “Get out of my sight!” Pharaoh shouted at Moses. “Don’t ever come here again! The next time you see my face, you will die!” 

 Cross References: Exodus 11:8; Hebrews 11:27; Exodus 4:19

29 “You’re right,” Moses replied. “I will never see your face again.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 11:4-8; Exodus 12:31; Proverbs 27:1

Key Lessons from Exodus 10

•  God’s Wonders Are for Generations to Remember – The plagues were meant to be told to children and grandchildren, ensuring that future generations would know the Lord’s power. 

•  God Hardens the Proud – Pharaoh’s hardened heart shows that those who continually resist God eventually face deeper spiritual blindness. 

•  God Exposes False Religion – The plague of locusts devastated Egypt’s crops and the plague of darkness shamed their sun god, Ra, proving Egypt’s idols were powerless. 

•  The Enemy Seeks Compromise – Pharaoh offered half-measures (only men may go, or leave livestock behind), teaching us that Satan tempts God’s people to partial obedience. 

•  Total Devotion Is Required – Moses insisted that all Israel, with their livestock, must go to serve God, showing that worship requires full commitment. 

•  Judgment Prepares for Deliverance – The worsening plagues set the stage for the final blow against Egypt, showing that God’s judgments move His salvation plan forward. 

Exodus Chapter 11

A Final Warning to Pharaoh

1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “I will send one more plague on Pharaoh and the land of Egypt. 

After that, he will let you go. In fact, when he lets you go, he will drive you out completely. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:31-33; Exodus 3:19-20; Exodus 6:1

2 Tell the people of Israel to ask their Egyptian neighbors for articles of silver and gold.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 3:21-22; Exodus 12:35-36; Genesis 15:14

3 (The LORD had made the Egyptians look favorably on the Israelites. And Moses was highly respected in the land of Egypt by both Pharaoh’s officials and the people.) Cross References: Exodus 3:21; Genesis 39:21; Proverbs 16:7

4 So Moses said to Pharaoh, “This is what the LORD says: ‘At midnight tonight, I will pass through the heart of Egypt. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:29; Amos 4:10; Psalm 105:36

5 All the firstborn sons will die in every family in Egypt—from the oldest son of Pharaoh, who sits on his throne, to the oldest son of the lowest servant girl grinding flour. Even the firstborn of all the animals will die. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:12; Exodus 12:29; Psalm 78:51

6 Then a loud wail will rise throughout the land of Egypt—a cry like no one has heard before and will never hear again. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:30; Amos 5:16-17; Jeremiah 31:15

7 But among the Israelites, not even a dog will bark against people or animals. Then you will know that the LORD makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel.’

 Cross References: Exodus 8:22-23; Exodus 9:4; Joshua 10:21

8 All your officials will come running to me, bowing down and begging, ‘Please leave, and take all your people with you!’ Only then will I go.” And with that, Moses left Pharaoh’s presence in hot anger. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:31-33; Isaiah 45:14; Exodus 5:22

9 Now the LORD had told Moses earlier, “Pharaoh will not listen to you, but this will give Me the opportunity to perform even more miraculous signs and wonders in Egypt.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 7:3-4; Exodus 3:19-20; Romans 9:22

10 Moses and Aaron performed all these wonders before Pharaoh, but the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he still refused to let the Israelites leave the country. 

 Cross References: Exodus 4:21; Romans 9:18; Exodus 7:13

Key Lessons from Exodus 11

•  God Announces Judgment Before It Falls – Moses warned Pharaoh of the final plague, showing God’s mercy in giving time to repent. 

•  God’s People Find Favor in His Timing – The Israelites gained respect and favor from the Egyptians, preparing the way for their release. 

•  God Distinguishes Between His People and the World – The death of the firstborn would strike Egypt, but Israel would be spared, proving God’s protection over His covenant people. 

•  God’s Power Will Be Fully Known – The severity of the final plague would reveal the greatness of the Lord to all Egypt. 

•  Persistent Rebellion Brings Destruction – Pharaoh’s continual hardening ensured devastating judgment, showing that rejecting God always leads to ruin. 

•  God’s Plan of Deliverance Is Certain – Despite Pharaoh’s resistance, God declared Israel would be set free, proving no power can stop His saving purposes. 

Exodus Chapter 12

The First Passover

1 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, 

 Cross References: Exodus 6:13; Exodus 7:8; Leviticus 1:1

2 “From now on, this month will be the first month of the year for you. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 16:1; Leviticus 23:5; Esther 3:7

3 Tell the whole community of Israel: On the tenth day of this month, each family must choose a lamb or young goat for a sacrifice—one for each household. 

 Cross References: Numbers 9:3; Leviticus 23:5; John 1:29

4 If a household is too small for a whole animal, they must share one with a nearby neighbor. Divide it based on how much each person can eat. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:47; 1 Corinthians 10:17; Acts 2:46

5 The animal you select must be a one-year-old male without defect, and it may be either a sheep or a goat. 

 Cross References: 1 Peter 1:19; John 1:29; Leviticus 22:19-21

6 Take special care of it until the evening of the fourteenth day of the month. Then the entire community of Israel must slaughter their animals at twilight. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:5; Numbers 9:3; Matthew 27:46-50

7 Take some of the blood and smear it on the sides and top of the doorframes of the houses where you eat the animal. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 11:28; Exodus 12:22-23; 1 Corinthians 5:7

8 That night, roast the meat over a fire and eat it with bitter herbs and bread made without yeast. 

 Cross References: Numbers 9:11; Deuteronomy 16:3; 1 Corinthians 5:8

9 Don’t eat any of it raw or boiled in water. The whole animal—head, legs, and internal organs—must be roasted over a fire. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:46; Numbers 9:12; John 19:36

10 Don’t leave any leftovers until the next morning. If any remains until morning, burn it. 

 Cross References: Exodus 34:25; Exodus 23:18; Numbers 9:12

11 This is how you are to eat it: Be fully dressed, wear your sandals, and carry your walking stick in hand. Eat in a hurry—this is the LORD’s Passover. 

 Cross References: Luke 12:35; Ephesians 6:14-15; 1 Peter 1:13

12 On that night, I will pass through the land of Egypt and strike down every firstborn son and firstborn male animal in the land. I will execute judgment against all the gods of Egypt, for I am the LORD! 

 Cross References: Numbers 33:4; Exodus 11:4-5; Isaiah 19:1

13 But the blood on your doorposts will be a sign of protection. When I see the blood, I will pass over you. This plague of death will not touch you when I strike Egypt. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 11:28; 1 Corinthians 5:7; Romans 3:25

A Lasting Memorial

14 This is a day to remember. Each year, from generation to generation, you must celebrate it as a special festival to the LORD. This is a permanent law. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:5-6; Numbers 28:16-17; Luke 22:19

15 For seven days, you must eat bread made without yeast. On the first day, remove every trace of yeast from your homes. Anyone who eats anything with yeast during this week will be cut off from the community of Israel. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 16:3-4; 1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Leviticus 23:6

16 On the first and seventh days of the week, you must gather for a holy assembly. Don’t do any work on those days, except to prepare your food. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:7-8; Numbers 28:18; Nehemiah 8:18

17 Celebrate this Festival of Unleavened Bread, because it reminds you that I brought your divisions out of Egypt on this very day. This is a permanent law for future generations. 

 Cross References: Exodus 13:3; Deuteronomy 16:1; Exodus 23:15

18 From the evening of the fourteenth day of the first month until the evening of the twenty-first day, you must not eat anything made with yeast. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:5-6; Numbers 28:16-17; Ezra 6:19-21

19 During those seven days, no yeast must be found in your homes. Anyone who eats something with yeast will be cut off from the community of Israel, whether they are a foreigner or native-born. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:15; 1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Deuteronomy 16:3

20 Do not eat anything made with yeast. Eat only unleavened bread wherever you live during this week.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 13:7; Deuteronomy 16:3; Leviticus 23:6

Instructions Carried Out

21 Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go, pick out a lamb or young goat for each of your families, and slaughter the Passover animal. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:3; Numbers 9:2-3; Joshua 5:10

22 Drain the blood into a basin. Then take a bundle of hyssop branches, dip it into the blood, and brush the blood on the top and sides of your doorframes. Don’t go outside until morning. 

 Cross References: Psalm 51:7; Hebrews 9:19; Leviticus 14:6-7

23 For the LORD will pass through the land to strike down the Egyptians. But when He sees the blood on your doorframe, He will pass over your home and not allow the destroyer to enter. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:13; Hebrews 11:28; 2 Samuel 24:16

24 Remember, these instructions are a permanent law that you and your descendants must observe forever. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:14; Exodus 13:10; Deuteronomy 16:1-2

25 When you enter the land the LORD has promised to give you, continue this ceremony. 

 Cross References: Joshua 5:10-11; Genesis 15:18; Deuteronomy 6:10-11

26 And when your children ask, ‘What does this ceremony mean?’

 Cross References: Exodus 13:14; Deuteronomy 6:20; Joshua 4:6

27 Then you must reply, ‘It is the Passover sacrifice to the LORD, for He passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt. Though He struck the Egyptians, He spared our families.’” And the people bowed down and worshiped. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:13; 1 Corinthians 5:7; Psalm 106:12

28 So the people of Israel did just as the LORD had commanded through Moses and Aaron. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:50; Exodus 7:6; Hebrews 11:28

The Tenth Plague: Death of the Firstborn

29 At midnight, the LORD struck down every firstborn in Egypt—from the firstborn son of Pharaoh who sat on the throne to the firstborn of the prisoner in the dungeon, and even the firstborn of all the livestock. 

 Cross References: Exodus 11:4-5; Psalm 105:36; Psalm 135:8

30 Pharaoh and all his officials and all the people of Egypt woke up during the night, and loud wailing was heard throughout the land. There wasn’t a single house where someone hadn’t died. 

 Cross References: Exodus 11:6; Exodus 12:33; Amos 5:17

Israel Leaves Egypt

31 That night, Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “Get out! Leave my people—you and the Israelites! Go worship the LORD as you have requested. 

 Cross References: Exodus 5:1-2; Exodus 10:8-9; Exodus 11:1

32 Take your flocks and herds, as you said, and go. But bless me as you leave.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 10:24-26; Genesis 12:3; Exodus 8:28

33 The Egyptians urged the Israelites to leave quickly. “If you stay, we’re all going to die!” they said. 

 Cross References: Exodus 11:1; Exodus 12:39; Psalm 105:38

34 So the Israelites took their bread dough before it had risen. They wrapped their kneading bowls in their cloaks and carried them on their shoulders. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 16:3; Exodus 12:39; Exodus 12:8

35 The people of Israel did as Moses had instructed. They asked the Egyptians for silver, gold, and clothing. 

 Cross References: Exodus 11:2; Exodus 3:22; Genesis 15:14

36 The LORD caused the Egyptians to look favorably on the Israelites, and they gave them whatever they asked for. In this way, the Israelites stripped Egypt of its wealth. 

 Cross References: Exodus 3:21-22; Exodus 11:3; Psalm 105:37

The Exodus Begins

37 That night, the Israelites left Rameses and traveled to Succoth. There were about 600,000 men, plus women and children. 

 Cross References: Numbers 33:3; Genesis 46:3; Exodus 38:26

38 A mixed multitude of non-Israelites went with them, along with many flocks and herds. 

 Cross References: Numbers 11:4; Nehemiah 13:3; Zechariah 8:23

39 They baked bread without yeast from the dough they brought, because there was no time for the bread to rise. They had to leave Egypt in haste. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:34; Deuteronomy 16:3; Exodus 12:11

40 The people of Israel had lived in Egypt for 430 years. 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:13; Galatians 3:17; Acts 7:6

41 On the very day the 430 years ended, the LORD’s forces left Egypt. 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:13-14; Exodus 6:26; Acts 7:6

42 It was the night the LORD kept watch to bring them out. So this night must be kept in honor of the LORD by all the Israelites, generation after generation. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 16:1; Exodus 12:14; Isaiah 30:29

Passover Instructions for Future Generations

43 Then the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “These are the instructions for the Passover: No foreigner may eat it. 

 Cross References: Numbers 9:14; Ezekiel 44:9; Exodus 12:48

44 However, any slave who has been bought may eat it if he has been circumcised. 

 Cross References: Genesis 17:12-13; Exodus 12:48; Leviticus 22:11

45 A temporary resident or hired worker may not eat it. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 22:10; Exodus 12:43; Ezekiel 44:9

46 The meal must be eaten inside one house. Do not carry any of the meat outside. And do not break any of the bones. 

 Cross References: Numbers 9:12; John 19:36; Psalm 34:20

47 The whole community of Israel must celebrate this Passover. 

 Cross References: Numbers 9:2; Exodus 12:6; Numbers 9:13

48 If a foreigner living among you wants to celebrate the LORD’s Passover, all the males in his household must first be circumcised. Then he may join in and celebrate like a native-born Israelite. 

But no uncircumcised male may eat it. 

 Cross References: Numbers 9:14; Isaiah 56:6-7; Ephesians 2:12-13

49 The same law applies to both native Israelites and foreigners living among you.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 15:15-16; Leviticus 24:22; Galatians 3:28

50 So all the people of Israel followed the LORD’s commands just as He had given Moses and Aaron. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:28; Hebrews 11:28; Exodus 39:32

51 And on that very day, the LORD brought the people of Israel out of the land of Egypt like an army. 

 Cross References: Exodus 6:26; Exodus 7:4; Numbers 33:1

Key Lessons from Exodus 12

•  Redemption Requires the Blood of the Lamb – The Passover lamb’s blood on the doorposts spared Israel’s firstborn, pointing to Christ, the ultimate Lamb of God (John 1:29). 

•  God’s Judgment Is Inescapable Without Substitution – The firstborn of Egypt died because they were not under the blood, showing that only God’s provision can save from His wrath. 

•  Obedience Brings Protection – Israel’s careful obedience to God’s instructions brought deliverance, reminding us that faith is proven through action. 

•  God’s Deliverance Is Complete – The Exodus marked Israel’s release from slavery, foreshadowing Christ’s work to free us from sin and death. 

•  God Establishes Remembrance – The Passover feast was to be kept forever, teaching God’s people to remember His salvation and point forward to Christ’s sacrifice. 

•  God Provides for His People – Israel left Egypt with wealth from the Egyptians, showing how God provides abundantly when He redeems His people. 

•  God Moves According to His Timing – After centuries of bondage, deliverance came at God’s appointed moment, proving He is faithful to His promises. 

Exodus Chapter 13


30 Then he will sacrifice the two birds—

 Cross References: Leviticus 12:8; Leviticus 5:7; Luke 2:24

31 one as a sin offering and the other as a burnt offering—along with the grain offering. This will make atonement for the person, and they will be clean. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 14:19-20; Luke 2:24; Hebrews 10:1

32 These are the instructions for anyone who has a skin disease but cannot afford the usual offerings. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 12:8; Luke 2:24; 2 Corinthians 8:9

4. Instructions for Cleansing Contaminated Houses

(Verses 33–53)

33 Then the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 

 Cross References: Leviticus 13:47; Deuteronomy 28:22; Haggai 2:17

34 “When you enter the land of Canaan, which I am giving you, if I allow mildew or mold to appear in a house, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 7:1; Leviticus 25:38; Deuteronomy 28:22

35 the owner must go to the priest and say, ‘There seems to be something like mildew in my house.’

 Cross References: Leviticus 13:49; Deuteronomy 28:22; Haggai 2:17

36 The priest must order the house to be emptied before he enters it to inspect the mold, so that nothing in the house becomes unclean. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:32-35; Numbers 19:15; Haggai 2:13

37 He will examine the affected area. If the mildew has greenish or reddish depressions that appear to go deeper than the surface, 

 Cross References: Leviticus 13:49; Deuteronomy 28:22; Haggai 2:17

38 he will leave the house and isolate it for seven days. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 13:4; Leviticus 13:50; Deuteronomy 28:22

39 On the seventh day, he will return to inspect it again. If the mildew has spread, Cross References: Leviticus 13:5; Leviticus 13:51; Deuteronomy 28:22

40 he will order the contaminated stones to be removed and thrown outside the city. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 13:16; Joshua 7:25; Leviticus 13:52

41 The inside of the house must be scraped and the plaster dumped outside the city. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 13:52; Deuteronomy 13:16; Ezekiel 26:12

42 New stones must be brought in to replace the old ones, and the house must be re-plastered. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 13:52; Deuteronomy 28:22; Haggai 2:17

43 If mildew appears again, 

 Cross References: Leviticus 13:51; Deuteronomy 28:22; Haggai 2:17

44 the priest will examine it. If it has spread, the house is defiled and must be torn down. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 13:51; Deuteronomy 28:22; Haggai 2:17

45 The stones, wood, and plaster must be carried outside the city and dumped. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 13:16; Joshua 6:24; Ezekiel 26:12

46 Anyone who enters the house during the seven days is unclean until evening. 

 Cross References: Numbers 19:14; Numbers 19:22; Haggai 2:13

47 Anyone who sleeps or eats in the house must wash their clothes. 

 Cross References: Numbers 19:10; Numbers 19:21; Leviticus 11:40

48 But if the mildew does not reappear after the house is repaired, the priest will pronounce it clean. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 13:6; Leviticus 13:37; Deuteronomy 24:8

49 To purify the house, he must take two birds, cedar wood, scarlet yarn, and hyssop. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 14:4; Numbers 19:6; Psalm 51:7

50 One bird is to be killed over fresh water in a clay pot. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 14:5; Numbers 19:17; John 19:34

51 He will dip the cedar wood, hyssop, scarlet yarn, and the live bird into the blood and water and sprinkle the house seven times. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 14:6-7; Hebrews 9:19; Numbers 19:18

52 Then he will purify the house with the bird’s blood, the water, and the other items. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 14:7; Hebrews 9:13-14; Psalm 51:7

53 He will release the live bird in an open field outside the city. This completes the cleansing of the house. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 14:7; Leviticus 16:22; 2 Corinthians 5:19

5. Summary of Laws for Skin Diseases and Mildew

(Verses 54–57)

54 These are the laws about serious skin diseases—whether on the body, Cross References: Leviticus 13:2; Deuteronomy 24:8; Matthew 8:4

55 clothing, or a house—

 Cross References: Leviticus 13:47; Deuteronomy 28:22; Haggai 2:17

56 about swelling, scabs, or shiny spots—

 Cross References: Leviticus 13:2; Leviticus 13:6; Deuteronomy 24:8

57 to determine when something is clean or unclean. These are the instructions for dealing with skin diseases and mildew. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 10:10; Ezekiel 44:23; Deuteronomy 24:8

Key Lessons from Leviticus 14

•  God Provides Restoration for the Unclean – The rituals for cleansing lepers show that God not only diagnoses uncleanness but also makes a way for healing and restoration. 

•  Cleansing Requires Both Blood and Water – The use of sacrificed birds, water, and cedar wood symbolized purification through both cleansing and atonement. 

•  Restoration Brings Full Fellowship – The cleansed person was restored to the camp and to worship, teaching that God desires reconciliation, not permanent exclusion. 

•  God Requires Ongoing Holiness – Even after cleansing, offerings for sin, guilt, and burnt sacrifices were made, showing that continual devotion is necessary. 

•  God Provides for the Poor – Alternative offerings for those who couldn’t afford a lamb revealed God’s compassion and accessibility to all. 

•  God Extends Holiness to Homes – Laws about mildew in houses show that God’s concern for purity reaches into every part of life, even one’s dwelling place. 

•  Christ Brings Complete Cleansing – Jesus fulfills the law of leprosy by offering total cleansing from sin, restoring us to full fellowship with God and His people. 

Leviticus Chapter 15 – Crawford Standard Bible (CSB)

Laws About Bodily Discharges and Ritual Cleansing

1. General Introduction to Bodily Discharges

(Verses 1–2)

1 Then the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 

 Cross References: Leviticus 13:1; Leviticus 11:1; Exodus 6:13

2 “Give the Israelites these instructions: When any man has a discharge from his body, his discharge makes him ceremonially unclean. 

 Cross References: Numbers 5:2; Mark 5:25; Deuteronomy 23:10

2. Uncleanness from a Man’s Bodily Discharge

(Verses 3–12)

3 Whether the discharge keeps flowing or becomes blocked, it makes him unclean. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 15:25; Mark 5:25; 2 Samuel 3:29

4 Any bed he lies on is unclean, and anything he sits on is also unclean. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 15:20; Leviticus 15:26; Numbers 19:15

5 Anyone who touches his bed must wash their clothes and bathe in water and will be unclean until evening. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:25; Leviticus 17:15; Numbers 19:21

6 Anyone who sits where the man has sat must also wash their clothes, bathe in water, and remain unclean until evening. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 15:4; Leviticus 15:22; Numbers 19:22

7 Anyone who touches the man with the discharge must wash their clothes, bathe in water, and be unclean until evening. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 15:11; Leviticus 22:4; Haggai 2:13

8 If the man with the discharge spits on someone who is clean, that person must wash their clothes, bathe, and be unclean until evening. 

 Cross References: Numbers 12:14; Deuteronomy 25:9; Isaiah 50:6

9 Any saddle or seat the man rides on is unclean. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 15:4; Numbers 19:15; Leviticus 15:20

10 Anyone who touches anything that was under him becomes unclean until evening. Anyone who picks up these things must wash their clothes, bathe, and be unclean until evening. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 15:5; Leviticus 11:32; Numbers 19:22

11 If the man with the discharge touches someone without washing his hands first, the person he touches must wash their clothes, bathe, and be unclean until evening. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 15:13; Mark 7:2; Exodus 30:19-21

12 Any clay pot the man touches must be broken, and any wooden bowl must be rinsed with water. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:33; Leviticus 6:28; Leviticus 11:32

3. Cleansing After the Discharge Stops

(Verses 13–15)

13 When the man with the discharge is healed, he must wait seven days and wash his clothes and bathe in fresh water. Then he will be clean. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 14:8; Numbers 19:12; Numbers 19:19

14 On the eighth day, he must bring two turtledoves or two young pigeons to the priest at the entrance of the Tabernacle. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 12:6; Luke 2:24; Leviticus 14:22

15 The priest will offer one as a sin offering and the other as a burnt offering. In this way, the priest will make atonement for him before the Lord. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 5:7; Leviticus 12:8; Hebrews 10:11

4. Emissions of Semen

(Verses 16–18)

16 If a man has an emission of semen, he must bathe his entire body and will be unclean until evening. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 23:10; Exodus 19:15; 1 Samuel 21:4

17 Any clothing or leather that comes into contact with the semen must be washed with water and will be unclean until evening. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 15:6; Leviticus 11:32; Deuteronomy 23:11

18 If a man and woman have sexual relations and there is an emission of semen, both must bathe and be unclean until evening. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 23:10; Exodus 19:15; 1 Corinthians 7:5

5. Uncleanness from a Woman’s Menstrual Flow

(Verses 19–24)

19 When a woman has her regular menstrual period, she will be unclean for seven days. Anyone who touches her during this time will be unclean until evening. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 12:2; Ezekiel 18:6; Mark 5:25

20 Everything she lies on or sits on during her period is unclean. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 15:4; Genesis 31:35; Leviticus 15:26

21 Anyone who touches her bed must wash their clothes and bathe, and will be unclean until evening. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 15:5; Leviticus 15:27; Numbers 19:21

22 Anyone who touches anything she has sat on must wash their clothes and bathe, and will be unclean until evening. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 15:6; Leviticus 15:23; Numbers 19:22

23 If you touch her bed or anything she sat on, you will be unclean until evening. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 15:5; Leviticus 15:10; Leviticus 15:20

24 If a man has sexual relations with her during her menstrual period, he also becomes unclean for seven days, and any bed he lies on will be unclean. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:19; Leviticus 20:18; Ezekiel 18:6

6. Abnormal Bleeding Beyond Menstruation

(Verses 25–30)

25 If a woman has bleeding outside of her regular period, or if her period lasts longer than normal, she is unclean as long as the bleeding continues. 

 Cross References: Mark 5:25; Luke 8:43; Matthew 9:20

26 Any bed she lies on and anything she sits on during this time will be unclean, just as during her regular period. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 15:20; Leviticus 15:4; Leviticus 15:19

27 Anyone who touches them must wash their clothes, bathe in water, and be unclean until evening. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 15:21; Leviticus 15:22; Numbers 19:21

28 After the bleeding stops, she must wait seven days. Then she will be clean. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 15:13; Leviticus 12:4; Leviticus 15:19

29 On the eighth day, she must bring two turtledoves or two young pigeons to the priest at the entrance of the Tabernacle. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 15:14; Leviticus 12:6; Luke 2:24

30 The priest will offer one as a sin offering and the other as a burnt offering. In this way, the priest will make atonement for her. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 15:15; Hebrews 9:22; Leviticus 4:20

7. Purpose of These Laws

(Verses 31–33)

31 In this way, you must keep the Israelites from defiling the Tabernacle, which is in their midst. If they make it unclean, they risk dying because of their impurity. 

 Cross References: Numbers 5:3; Numbers 19:13; Ezekiel 5:11

32 These are the instructions for a man with a discharge, for emissions of semen, Cross References: Leviticus 15:2; Leviticus 15:16; Leviticus 15:19

33 for a woman during her period, and for anyone with an abnormal discharge—male or female—and for a man who sleeps with a woman who is unclean. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:19; Leviticus 20:18; Ezekiel 18:6

Key Lessons from Leviticus 15

•  God Defines Clean and Unclean in Daily Life – Bodily discharges made a person ceremonially unclean, teaching that God’s holiness extends to physical and personal matters. 

•  Uncleanness Affects Others – Contact with an unclean person or object also made others unclean, symbolizing how sin spreads and impacts community. 

•  Purification Requires Washing and Waiting – Cleansing involved bathing and waiting until evening, showing that restoration takes both action and time. 

•  Sacrifice Restores Fellowship With God – At the end of the uncleanness, offerings were required, teaching that atonement is necessary for full restoration. 

•  Holiness Protects the Community – These laws prevented defilement from spreading in Israel, showing God’s care for both physical health and spiritual purity. 

•  God Calls His People to Be Distinct – Everyday life was regulated by God’s standards, reminding Israel that they were set apart from the nations. 

•  Christ Cleanses From All Defilement – Jesus heals and restores from every impurity—

physical, moral, and spiritual—making us clean before God (1 John 1:7). 

Leviticus Chapter 16 – Crawford Standard Bible (CSB)

The Day of Atonement: God's Instructions for Cleansing the Nation 1. The Death of Aaron’s Sons and Caution in Approaching God (Verses 1–2)

1 The Lord spoke to Moses after the death of Aaron’s two sons, who died when they entered the Lord’s presence the wrong way. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 10:1-2; Numbers 3:4; Hebrews 9:7

2 The Lord said to Moses, “Tell your brother Aaron not to enter the Most Holy Place behind the inner curtain whenever he wants, or he will die. I appear in the cloud above the Ark’s cover.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 30:10; Hebrews 9:7; Hebrews 10:19-20

2. Preparations for Entering the Most Holy Place

(Verses 3–5)

3 “This is how Aaron must enter the Most Holy Place: He must bring a young bull for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 4:3; Leviticus 9:2; Hebrews 9:7

4 He must bathe and wear the sacred linen tunic, linen undergarments, and wrap himself with the linen sash and turban. These are sacred garments, so he must wash before putting them on. 

 Cross References: Exodus 28:42-43; Exodus 29:4; Ezekiel 44:17-18

5 From the community of Israel, he must take two male goats for a sin offering and one ram for a burnt offering.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 16:15; Numbers 29:11; Hebrews 9:12

3. Sin Offering for the High Priest

(Verses 6–10)

6 “Aaron must offer the bull for his own sin offering to make atonement for himself and his family. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 5:3; Hebrews 7:27; Hebrews 9:7

7 Then he must bring the two goats and present them to the Lord at the entrance of the Tabernacle. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 16:8; Leviticus 16:10; Hebrews 9:7

8 He will cast lots to determine which goat is for the Lord and which is for Azazel (the scapegoat). 

 Cross References: Proverbs 16:33; Leviticus 16:21-22; Isaiah 53:6

9 The goat chosen for the Lord must be sacrificed as a sin offering. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 9:12; Leviticus 4:20; Hebrews 9:14

10 The goat chosen for Azazel must be presented alive before the Lord, then sent into the wilderness to remove the people’s sins.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 53:11-12; Hebrews 9:28; Psalm 103:12

4. Entering the Most Holy Place with Blood and Incense

(Verses 11–14)

11 “Aaron must offer the bull as a sin offering for himself and his family. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 7:27; Hebrews 9:7; Leviticus 16:6

12 Then he must take a fire pan full of burning coals from the altar and two handfuls of fragrant incense and bring them inside the veil. 

 Cross References: Numbers 16:46-47; Revelation 8:3-4; Exodus 30:34

13 He must put the incense on the fire so the smoke will cover the Ark’s cover, preventing him from dying. 

 Cross References: Exodus 30:34-38; Hebrews 9:4; Exodus 30:10

14 Then he must sprinkle the bull’s blood with his finger on the east side of the Ark’s cover and in front of it seven times.” 

 Cross References: Hebrews 9:7; Hebrews 9:12; Romans 3:25

5. The Goat for the Lord

(Verses 15–19)

15 “Next, Aaron must slaughter the goat chosen for the people’s sin offering. He will bring its blood behind the inner curtain and sprinkle it on and in front of the Ark’s cover, just as he did with the bull’s blood. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 9:7; Hebrews 9:25; Hebrews 13:11

16 In this way, he will purify the Most Holy Place, making it clean from the sins and rebellion of the Israelites. He must also purify the rest of the Tabernacle. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 9:23; Ezekiel 36:25; Leviticus 16:19

17 No one may be inside the Tabernacle while Aaron enters to make atonement until he comes out. 

He will purify himself, his household, and the whole nation. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 9:7; Luke 1:10; Hebrews 9:24

18 Then he will go to the altar outside and purify it by applying the bull’s and goat’s blood on its horns. 

 Cross References: Exodus 30:10; Leviticus 4:7; Hebrews 9:21

19 He will sprinkle blood on it seven times with his finger to make it holy and clean from the Israelites’ sins.” 

 Cross References: Hebrews 9:22; Ezekiel 43:20; Leviticus 8:15

6. The Scapegoat Ceremony

(Verses 20–22)

20 “When Aaron has finished purifying the Tabernacle and altar, he will bring forward the live goat. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 9:23; Hebrews 9:24; Leviticus 16:7

21 He will place both hands on the goat’s head and confess over it all the sins and rebellions of the Israelites, transferring them to the goat. Then a chosen man will release the goat into the wilderness. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 53:6; John 1:29; 1 Peter 2:24

22 The goat will carry all the people’s sins into a remote land, and the man will release it there.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 103:12; Isaiah 53:11-12; Micah 7:19

7. Finishing the Atonement Rituals

(Verses 23–28)

23 “After that, Aaron must return to the Tabernacle, remove the linen garments, and leave them there. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 44:19; Hebrews 9:24; Leviticus 16:4

24 He must bathe in a holy place, put on his regular clothes, and offer the burnt offerings for himself and the people. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 9:7; Hebrews 5:3; Leviticus 16:6

25 He will burn the fat of the sin offerings on the altar. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 4:8-10; Leviticus 3:16; Leviticus 4:26

26 The man who released the scapegoat must wash his clothes and bathe before returning to camp. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 16:28; Numbers 19:7-8; Leviticus 16:10

27 The bull and goat used for the sin offering must be taken outside the camp and burned completely— their hides, flesh, and waste. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 13:11-12; Leviticus 4:11-12; Leviticus 6:30

28 The one who burns them must also wash his clothes and bathe before coming back.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 16:26; Numbers 19:8; Leviticus 11:25

8. Annual Day of Atonement Commanded

(Verses 29–34)

29 “This is a permanent law: On the tenth day of the seventh month, you must deny yourselves and do no work—whether native-born or a foreigner living among you. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:27; Numbers 29:7; Acts 27:9

30 On that day, atonement will be made for you to cleanse you from all your sins, so you will be clean before the Lord. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 9:12; Hebrews 10:1-4; Psalm 103:12

31 It will be a Sabbath day of rest, and you must deny yourselves. This is a permanent law. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:32; Leviticus 16:29; Exodus 31:15

32 The priest who is anointed and ordained to succeed his father will carry out this ceremony. He must put on the sacred linen garments

 Cross References: Exodus 29:29-30; Hebrews 7:23-24; Numbers 20:28

33 and purify the Most Holy Place, the Tabernacle, the altar, the priests, and the people. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 9:6-7; Hebrews 9:23; Leviticus 16:16

34 This is a permanent law: Once a year, atonement must be made for all the people of Israel.” And Moses did exactly as the Lord commanded him. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 9:25-28; Hebrews 10:1-3; Hebrews 10:10-14

Key Lessons from Leviticus 16

•  God Provides the Day of Atonement – This annual ceremony was the most sacred day in Israel’s calendar, showing God’s provision for cleansing His people and the sanctuary. 

•  Access to God Requires a Mediator – Only the high priest could enter the Most Holy Place, pointing to Christ as our ultimate High Priest. 

•  Sacrifice Is Required for Sin – Blood from the bull and goat was sprinkled on the atonement cover, showing that forgiveness comes only through the shedding of blood (Hebrews 9:22). 

•  God Deals With Sin Completely – The scapegoat carried Israel’s sins into the wilderness, symbolizing the removal of guilt and foreshadowing Christ bearing our sins away. 

•  God’s Presence Is Holy and Dangerous – Aaron could not enter at will but only as God commanded, reminding us that God’s holiness demands reverence. 

•  Atonement Is for All the People – The high priest made atonement for himself, the priests, and the entire community, showing that everyone stands in need of cleansing. 

•  Christ Is the Fulfillment of the Day of Atonement – Jesus entered the heavenly sanctuary once for all with His own blood, securing eternal redemption (Hebrews 9:11–12). 

Leviticus Chapter 17 – Crawford Standard Bible (CSB)

The Sanctity of Blood and Proper Worship

1. All Sacrifices Must Be Brought to the Tabernacle

(Verses 1–9)

1 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, 

 Cross References: Leviticus 1:1; Leviticus 4:1; Exodus 24:3

2 “Speak to Aaron, his sons, and all the Israelites and say: This is what the Lord has commanded. 

 Cross References: Exodus 24:3; Leviticus 1:2; Deuteronomy 5:1

3 If anyone from Israel sacrifices a bull, lamb, or goat—whether inside or outside the camp—

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:5-6; Deuteronomy 12:13-14; 1 Samuel 14:33-34

4 but does not bring it to the entrance of the Tabernacle to present it as an offering to the Lord, they are guilty of bloodshed. They must be cut off from the people. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:5-6; Numbers 15:30-31; Leviticus 7:20

5 This law is to keep the Israelites from sacrificing animals in the open fields. Instead, they must bring their offerings to the priest at the entrance of the Tabernacle and offer them as peace offerings to the Lord. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:5-6; Leviticus 1:3; Deuteronomy 12:11

6 The priest will sprinkle the blood on the Lord’s altar and burn the fat as a pleasing aroma to the Lord. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 1:5; Leviticus 3:2; Leviticus 4:7

7 This will stop the Israelites from offering sacrifices to goat-demons, which they have been worshiping. This is a permanent law for future generations. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:17; 2 Chronicles 11:15; Joshua 24:14

8 Give this warning to the people: If any Israelite or foreigner living among you Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:13-14; Leviticus 17:5; Deuteronomy 12:6

9 offers a burnt offering or sacrifice anywhere except at the entrance of the Tabernacle, that person must be cut off from the community. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:13-14; Numbers 15:30; Leviticus 17:4

2. The Prohibition Against Eating Blood

(Verses 10–14)

10 “If any Israelite or foreigner living among you eats any blood, I will turn against them and cut them off from the people. 

 Cross References: Genesis 9:4; Leviticus 3:17; Acts 15:20

11 For the life of the body is in the blood, and I have given it to you on the altar to make atonement for your lives. It is the blood that makes atonement for a person’s life. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 9:22; Genesis 9:4; 1 John 1:7

12 That’s why I have told the people of Israel: No one among you is to eat blood. This also applies to foreigners living among you. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:23; Acts 15:29; Leviticus 17:10

13 If any Israelite or foreigner hunts and kills an animal or bird that is allowed for food, they must drain its blood and cover it with earth. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:16; Deuteronomy 12:24; Genesis 9:4

14 The life of every creature is in its blood. That’s why I have told you not to eat the blood of any creature. Anyone who eats blood must be cut off.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 9:4; Deuteronomy 12:23; Acts 15:20

3. Handling Dead Animals Properly

(Verses 15–16)

15 “If anyone—Israelite or foreigner—eats an animal that died naturally or was killed by another animal, they must wash their clothes and bathe in water. They will be unclean until evening, but then they will be clean. 

 Cross References: Exodus 22:31; Leviticus 22:8; Ezekiel 4:14

16 If they do not wash their clothes and bathe, they will be held responsible.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 5:1; Numbers 19:20; Leviticus 17:15

Key Lessons from Leviticus 17

•  Worship Belongs to God Alone – Sacrifices had to be brought to the tabernacle, preventing idolatry and showing that only the Lord is worthy of worship. 

•  Life Belongs to God – The command not to eat blood emphasized that life is in the blood, and it belongs to God as the giver of life. 

•  Blood Makes Atonement – God declared that He gave the blood on the altar to make atonement for souls, pointing directly to Christ’s sacrifice (Hebrews 9:14). 

•  God Protects His People From Pagan Practices – Regulations about slaughter and offerings kept Israel distinct from surrounding nations who sacrificed to false gods. 

•  Holiness Affects Everyday Life – Even eating meat was regulated by God’s law, teaching that all of life falls under His authority. 

•  Disobedience Brings Separation – Anyone who disregarded God’s commands about blood was cut off from the community, showing the seriousness of rebellion. 

•  Christ’s Blood Brings Eternal Life – The laws about blood find fulfillment in Jesus, whose shed blood gives forgiveness and eternal life to all who believe (Matthew 26:28). 

Leviticus Chapter 18 – Crawford Standard Bible (CSB)

God’s Standards for Sexual Morality and Purity

1. God’s Call to Obey His Ways, Not the World’s

(Verses 1–5)

1 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, 

 Cross References: Leviticus 17:1; Leviticus 19:1; Leviticus 20:1

2 “Speak to the people of Israel and say: I am the Lord your God. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:2; Leviticus 19:2; Leviticus 18:30

3 Do not act like the people in Egypt, where you used to live, or like the people in Canaan, where I’m taking you. Do not follow their ways. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 18:9; Ezekiel 20:7-8; Leviticus 20:23

4 You must follow my laws and carefully obey my commands. I am the Lord your God. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:1; Ezekiel 20:19; Leviticus 18:26

5 If you obey my decrees and regulations, you will live through them. I am the Lord.” 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 20:11; Romans 10:5; Galatians 3:12

2. Forbidden Sexual Relations with Close Relatives

(Verses 6–18)

6 “No one is to approach a close relative to have sexual relations. I am the Lord. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 20:11-21; Deuteronomy 27:20-23; Leviticus 18:12-17

7 Do not have sexual relations with your mother. She is your mother. Do not dishonor her. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 20:11; Genesis 9:22-23; Ezekiel 22:10

8 Do not have sexual relations with your father’s wife. That would dishonor your father. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 20:11; Deuteronomy 22:30; 1 Corinthians 5:1

9 Do not have sexual relations with your sister—whether she is your father’s daughter or your mother’s daughter, whether born at home or elsewhere. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 20:17; Deuteronomy 27:22; 2 Samuel 13:11-14

10 Do not have sexual relations with your granddaughter, whether from your son or your daughter. 

That would dishonor yourself. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 20:11; Ezekiel 22:11; Leviticus 18:17

11 Do not have sexual relations with your stepsister, your father’s wife’s daughter. She is your sister. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 20:17; Genesis 20:12; Leviticus 18:9

12 Do not have sexual relations with your father’s sister. She is your father’s close relative. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 20:19; Exodus 6:20; Leviticus 18:13

13 Do not have sexual relations with your mother’s sister. She is your mother’s close relative. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 20:19; Exodus 6:20; Leviticus 18:12

14 Do not dishonor your uncle by approaching his wife. She is your aunt. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 20:20; Leviticus 18:12; Leviticus 18:13

15 Do not have sexual relations with your daughter-in-law. She is your son’s wife. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 20:12; Genesis 38:16-18; Genesis 38:26

16 Do not have sexual relations with your brother’s wife. That would dishonor your brother. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 20:21; Mark 6:18; Deuteronomy 25:5

17 Do not have sexual relations with both a woman and her daughter. Do not take her granddaughter, whether through her son or daughter, to sleep with her. That is wickedness. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 20:14; Genesis 19:30-36; Leviticus 18:6

18 Do not take a woman as a rival wife to her sister while she is still alive, to make her jealous.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 29:28-30; Genesis 30:1; Leviticus 20:14

3. Sexual Purity During Menstrual Impurity

(Verse 19)

19 “Do not approach a woman to have sexual relations while she is on her menstrual period and is ceremonially unclean.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 15:19-24; Leviticus 20:18; Ezekiel 18:6

4. Adultery and Child Sacrifice Condemned

(Verses 20–21)

20 “Do not have sexual relations with your neighbor’s wife. That defiles both of you. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:14; Exodus 20:17; 2 Samuel 11:4

21 Do not give any of your children as an offering to Molech. That would profane the name of your God. I am the Lord.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 20:2-5; 2 Kings 23:10; Jeremiah 32:35

5. Homosexual Acts and Bestiality Forbidden

(Verses 22–23)

22 “Do not practice homosexuality. It is detestable. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 20:13; Romans 1:26-27; 1 Corinthians 6:9

23 Do not have sexual relations with an animal. That is a perversion. A woman must not present herself to an animal for sexual purposes. It is a vile confusion.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 22:19; Leviticus 20:15-16; Deuteronomy 27:21

6. Why These Sins Defile the Land

(Verses 24–25)

24 “Do not make yourselves unclean with any of these practices. That is how the nations I am driving out became defiled. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:28; Deuteronomy 18:12; Genesis 15:16

25 The land became polluted, so I punished it for its sin, and the land itself vomited out its inhabitants.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:28; Leviticus 20:22; Deuteronomy 29:24-28

7. Israel Must Live Differently

(Verses 26–30)

26 “You must keep my laws and decrees. Do not do any of these detestable things—this applies to both Israelites and foreigners living among you. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 24:22; Numbers 15:15-16; Leviticus 18:4

27 All these detestable practices were done by the people who lived in the land before you, and the land became unclean. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:24; Ezra 9:11; Deuteronomy 9:5

28 If you defile the land, it will vomit you out just as it did the nations before you. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:25; Leviticus 20:22; Deuteronomy 4:25-27

29 Anyone who does these detestable things must be cut off from the people. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:6; Leviticus 20:17-18; Leviticus 20:13

30 So keep my instructions and don’t follow any of these sinful customs that were practiced before you. Do not make yourselves unclean by them. I am the Lord your God.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:3-4; Deuteronomy 18:9; 1 Peter 1:15-16

Key Lessons from Leviticus 18

•  God’s People Must Not Imitate the World – Israel was commanded not to follow the practices of Egypt or Canaan, showing that holiness means being distinct from the nations. 

•  God Defines Sexual Purity – Detailed prohibitions against incest, adultery, homosexuality, and bestiality show that God sets the standard for morality. 

•  Holiness Protects the Family – By forbidding sexual sin within the family, God preserved the dignity, order, and sanctity of family life. 

•  Sin Defiles the Land – Sexual immorality and idolatry polluted Canaan, leading to God’s judgment on its inhabitants, reminding us that sin has societal consequences. 

•  Obedience Preserves Fellowship With God – Israel was warned that disobedience would cause them to be cast out of the land, just as the Canaanites were. 

•  God Calls His People to Live Set Apart – The repeated phrase “I am the Lord your God” ties obedience to His authority and holiness. 

•  Christ Calls Believers to Purity – In the New Testament, God’s will is our sanctification, that we abstain from sexual immorality and honor Him with our bodies (1 Thessalonians 4:3–5). 

Leviticus Chapter 19 – Crawford Standard Bible (CSB)

Living a Holy Life Before the Lord

1. A Call to Holiness and Reverence

(Verses 1–4)

1 The Lord spoke to Moses, 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:1; Leviticus 20:1; Exodus 24:3

2 “Speak to the entire congregation of Israel and tell them: Be holy, because I, the Lord your God, am holy. 

 Cross References: 1 Peter 1:15-16; Matthew 5:48; Leviticus 11:44

3 Each of you must respect your mother and father, and you must keep my Sabbath days of rest. I am the Lord your God. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:8-12; Ephesians 6:2-3; Exodus 20:12

4 Do not turn to idols or make cast metal gods for yourselves. I am the Lord your God.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:3-4; 1 John 5:21; Exodus 34:17

2. Proper Handling of Peace Offerings

(Verses 5–8)

5 “When you offer a peace offering to the Lord, do it in a way that pleases Him. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 7:16-18; Leviticus 22:29-30; Leviticus 3:1

6 The meat must be eaten on the day it is offered or the next day. Whatever is left over on the third day must be burned up. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 7:16-17; Leviticus 22:30; Leviticus 19:7

7 If any of it is eaten on the third day, it is detestable and will not be accepted. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 7:18; Leviticus 22:30; Leviticus 19:6

8 Anyone who eats it will be held responsible for dishonoring what is holy to the Lord and will be cut off from the community.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 7:18; Numbers 18:32; Leviticus 22:9

3. Providing for the Poor and the Foreigner

(Verses 9–10)

9 “When you harvest your fields, do not harvest all the way to the edges, and do not pick up what falls to the ground. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:22; Deuteronomy 24:19-21; Ruth 2:2-3

10 Do not go over your vineyard a second time or pick up the grapes that have fallen. Leave them for the poor and the foreigner. I am the Lord your God.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 24:21; Ruth 2:15-16; Deuteronomy 23:24

4. Integrity and Justice Among Neighbors

(Verses 11–18)

11 “Do not steal. Do not deceive or lie to one another. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:15-16; Ephesians 4:25; Colossians 3:9

12 Do not use my name to swear falsely or profane it. I am the Lord. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:7; Matthew 5:33-34; Zechariah 8:17

13 Do not cheat or rob your neighbor. Pay your workers their wages the same day. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 24:14-15; James 5:4; Malachi 3:5

14 Do not curse the deaf or put something in the way of the blind. Fear your God. I am the Lord. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 27:18; Romans 14:13; Job 29:15

15 Do not pervert justice. Do not show favoritism to the poor or to the powerful. Judge your neighbor fairly. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 16:19; James 2:1; Exodus 23:3

16 Do not spread gossip or slander. Do not stand by when your neighbor’s life is in danger. I am the Lord. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 11:13; James 4:11; Exodus 23:1

17 Do not harbor hatred in your heart. Confront people directly so you will not be held guilty for their sin. 

 Cross References: Matthew 18:15; 1 John 2:9; Proverbs 27:5

18 Do not seek revenge or hold a grudge against your people. Love your neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 22:39; Romans 13:9; James 2:8

5. Observing God’s Statutes in Daily Living

(Verses 19–22)

19 “Keep my decrees. Do not breed different kinds of animals together. Do not plant your fields with two kinds of seed. Do not wear clothing woven with two kinds of fabric. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 22:9; Deuteronomy 22:10; Deuteronomy 22:11

20 If a man sleeps with a female slave who is promised to another man, but she has not been redeemed or given her freedom, they must be punished. But they are not to be put to death because she was not free. 

 Cross References: Exodus 21:7-11; Deuteronomy 22:23-24; Leviticus 19:21

21 The man must bring a ram as a guilt offering to the Lord at the entrance of the Tabernacle. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 5:15-16; Leviticus 6:6; Leviticus 19:22

22 The priest will offer it to the Lord to make atonement, and the man’s sin will be forgiven.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 5:16; Leviticus 4:20; Leviticus 19:21

6. Laws About Trees and Harvests

(Verses 23–25)

23 “When you enter the land and plant fruit trees, do not eat the fruit for the first three years. It is considered forbidden. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 20:6; Proverbs 3:9; Nehemiah 10:35

24 In the fourth year, all the fruit will be holy, set apart as a praise offering to the Lord. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 26:2; Proverbs 3:9; Leviticus 19:23

25 In the fifth year, you may eat the fruit. It will increase your harvest. I am the Lord your God.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 20:6; Proverbs 3:9-10; Leviticus 19:24

7. Prohibitions Against Pagan Practices

(Verses 26–31)

26 “Do not eat meat with blood in it. Do not practice divination or sorcery. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 17:10-12; Deuteronomy 18:10; 1 Samuel 15:23

27 Do not trim the edges of your hair or beard in a pagan way. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 21:5; Deuteronomy 14:1; Jeremiah 9:26

28 Do not cut your bodies for the dead or tattoo yourselves. I am the Lord. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 14:1; 1 Kings 18:28; Leviticus 21:5

29 Do not prostitute your daughter, or the land will become corrupt and full of wickedness. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 23:17; Leviticus 21:9; Hosea 4:14

30 Keep my Sabbath days and respect my sanctuary. I am the Lord. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:2; Ezekiel 23:38; Exodus 20:8

31 Do not consult mediums or seek out spirits. You will be defiled by them. I am the Lord your God.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 20:6; Deuteronomy 18:10-11; 1 Samuel 28:7

8. Honor the Elderly and Love the Stranger

(Verses 32–34)

32 “Stand in respect when in the presence of the elderly. Honor older people and revere your God. I am the Lord. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 16:31; 1 Timothy 5:1-2; Proverbs 20:29

33 Do not mistreat foreigners who live among you. 

 Cross References: Exodus 22:21; Deuteronomy 10:19; Exodus 23:9

34 Treat them as native-born Israelites and love them as yourself. Remember that you were once foreigners in Egypt. I am the Lord your God.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 22:21; Deuteronomy 10:19; Matthew 25:35

9. Honest Business and Obedience to God's Commands

(Verses 35–37)

35 “Do not cheat when measuring length, weight, or volume. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 25:13-15; Proverbs 11:1; Proverbs 20:10

36 Use honest scales and measures. I am the Lord your God who brought you out of Egypt. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 25:15; Proverbs 16:11; Ezekiel 45:10

37 So keep all my decrees and my laws and be careful to obey them. I am the Lord.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:4-5; Deuteronomy 4:1; Deuteronomy 4:40

Key Lessons from Leviticus 19

•  Holiness Reflects God’s Character – The chapter begins, “Be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy,” showing that God’s people are called to reflect His nature. 

•  Worship Must Be Pure – Commands against idols and the proper keeping of sacrifices remind Israel that devotion belongs to God alone. 

•  Honor Builds Community – Respect for parents, care for the poor, and fairness in business show that holiness is expressed in relationships. 

•  Compassion Is Required for the Needy – Leaving gleanings for the poor and foreigner shows God’s heart for justice and generosity. 

•  Truth and Integrity Please God – Commands against lying, stealing, and false witness reveal that honesty is essential to holiness. 

•  Love Is Central to God’s Law – “Love your neighbor as yourself” is the summary of this chapter, later affirmed by Jesus as the second greatest commandment (Matthew 22:39). 

•  Holiness Affects Every Area of Life – From farming to clothing to haircuts, Israel was reminded that every detail of life should reflect obedience to God. 

•  God Calls for Justice and Mercy – Fair judgment without partiality shows that holiness involves righteousness in society as well as personal conduct. 

Leviticus Chapter 20 – Crawford Standard Bible (CSB)

Judgments for Sin and the Call to Holiness

1. The Sin of Offering Children to Molech

(Verses 1–5)

1 The Lord said to Moses, 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:1; Leviticus 19:1; Exodus 24:3

2 “Say to the people of Israel: Any Israelite or foreigner living among you who sacrifices their child to Molech must be put to death. The people must stone him. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:21; 2 Kings 23:10; Deuteronomy 18:10

3 I will turn against that man and remove him from among his people, because he gave his child to Molech, defiling my sanctuary and dishonoring my holy name. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:21; Jeremiah 32:35; Ezekiel 23:38-39

4 If the community ignores someone who gives their child to Molech and does not put him to death, Cross References: Leviticus 20:2; Deuteronomy 17:2-5; Ezekiel 22:2

5 I will turn against that man and his family. I will remove them and anyone who follows him in prostituting themselves to Molech.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 20:2; Exodus 34:15-16; Hosea 4:12

2. Judgment Against Spiritists and Mediums

(Verse 6)

6 “If anyone turns to mediums or spiritists and prostitutes themselves with them, I will turn against that person and remove them from the community.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 19:31; Deuteronomy 18:10-11; 1 Chronicles 10:13

3. The Call to Be Holy and Obedient

(Verses 7–8)

7 “Set yourselves apart to be holy, for I am the Lord your God. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:44-45; 1 Peter 1:15-16; Exodus 31:13

8 Obey my commands and live by them. I am the Lord who makes you holy.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:4; Deuteronomy 4:1; Exodus 31:13

4. Punishments for Serious Sexual Sins

(Verses 9–21)

9 “Anyone who curses their father or mother must be put to death. They are guilty of their own sin. 

 Cross References: Exodus 21:17; Matthew 15:4; Deuteronomy 27:16

10 If a man commits adultery with another man’s wife, both the man and the woman must be put to death. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:14; Deuteronomy 22:22; John 8:4-5

11 If a man sleeps with his father’s wife, he has dishonored his father. Both must be put to death. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:8; 1 Corinthians 5:1; Deuteronomy 22:30

12 If a man sleeps with his daughter-in-law, both must be put to death. That is perversion. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:15; Genesis 38:24; Genesis 38:26

13 If a man has sexual relations with another man as with a woman, it is a detestable act. Both must be put to death. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:22; Romans 1:27; 1 Corinthians 6:9

14 If a man marries a woman and her mother, it is evil. All three must be burned to remove the wickedness. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:17; Genesis 19:30-36; Leviticus 20:17

15 If a man has sex with an animal, he must be put to death, and the animal must be killed. 

 Cross References: Exodus 22:19; Leviticus 18:23; Deuteronomy 27:21

16 If a woman approaches an animal and has sex with it, both must be killed. They are guilty of their own death. 

 Cross References: Exodus 22:19; Leviticus 18:23; Deuteronomy 27:21

17 If a man marries his sister, whether his father’s or mother’s daughter, and they see each other’s nakedness, it is a disgrace. They must be cut off in the sight of the people. He will bear the guilt. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:9; Genesis 20:12; 2 Samuel 13:12-13

18 If a man sleeps with a woman during her menstrual period, both of them must be cut off. They have exposed her flow of blood. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:19; Ezekiel 18:6; Leviticus 15:24

19 Do not have sex with your mother’s or your father’s sister, for that is dishonoring a close relative. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:12-13; Exodus 6:20; Leviticus 20:20

20 If a man sleeps with his uncle’s wife, he has dishonored his uncle. They will be held accountable and die childless. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:14; Leviticus 20:19; Numbers 3:19

21 If a man marries his brother’s wife, it is an unclean act. He has dishonored his brother. They will die childless.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:16; Mark 6:18; Deuteronomy 25:5

5. Keep God's Laws to Avoid Being Vomited Out

(Verses 22–24)

22 “You must obey all my laws and regulations. If you don’t, the land where I’m bringing you to live will vomit you out. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:26-28; Leviticus 26:33; Deuteronomy 4:25-27

23 Don’t follow the practices of the nations I am driving out before you. I detested them because of these sins. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:3; Leviticus 18:24; Deuteronomy 18:9

24 But I have said to you, ‘You will inherit their land, a land flowing with milk and honey.’ I am the Lord your God, and I have set you apart from all other people.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 3:8; Deuteronomy 7:6; Exodus 33:16

6. Separation from the Unclean

(Verses 25–26)

25 “So make a clear distinction between clean and unclean animals and birds. Do not make yourselves detestable by eating or touching unclean creatures. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:2-47; Ezekiel 44:23; Acts 10:14-15

26 You must be holy to me because I, the Lord, am holy. I have separated you from all other nations so you would belong to me.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:44; 1 Peter 2:9; Deuteronomy 7:6

7. Death for Mediums and Spiritists

(Verse 27)

27 “Any man or woman who acts as a medium or spiritist must be put to death. They must be stoned to death. They are guilty and responsible for their own blood.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 19:31; Deuteronomy 18:10-11; 1 Samuel 28:7

Key Lessons from Leviticus 20

•  God Judges Idolatry and Child Sacrifice – Offering children to Molech was punishable by death, showing God’s hatred of idolatry and protection of innocent life. 

•  Holiness Requires Separation From Evil – Israel was commanded to avoid mediums, spiritists, and pagan practices, reminding us to reject all forms of occult influence. 

•  God Enforces Moral Purity – Sexual sins carried severe penalties, showing the seriousness of defiling God’s design for family and community. 

•  Obedience Preserves God’s Blessing – Israel’s obedience would keep them in the land, while disobedience would bring exile, highlighting the link between holiness and inheritance. 

•  God Calls His People to Be Distinct – Israel was to distinguish between clean and unclean, holy and profane, reflecting God’s holiness in daily life. 

•  Holiness Is Rooted in God’s Character – The repeated phrase “Be holy, for I the Lord am holy” emphasizes that holiness flows from God’s own nature. 

•  God’s People Belong to Him – Israel was reminded that God set them apart from the nations to be His own, teaching that holiness is grounded in covenant relationship. 

•  Christ Empowers Us to Holiness – Where Israel failed, Jesus fulfills the law and by His Spirit enables believers to live set apart for God. 

Leviticus Chapter 21 – Crawford Standard Bible (CSB)

Holiness Rules for Priests and the High Priest

1. Rules for Ordinary Priests Regarding the Dead

(Verses 1–4)

1 The Lord said to Moses, 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 44:25; Leviticus 10:6-7; Numbers 19:11

2 “Tell the priests, the sons of Aaron: A priest must not make himself ceremonially unclean by touching the body of someone who has died, except for close relatives—his mother, father, son, daughter, or brother. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 44:25; Numbers 19:14; Leviticus 21:1

3 He may also become unclean for an unmarried sister who is close to him because she has no husband. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 44:25; Leviticus 21:2; Numbers 6:7

4 But he must not make himself unclean for someone else, because he is a leader among his people and must not dishonor himself.” 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 44:25; Leviticus 21:1; Numbers 19:11

2. Personal Appearance and Behavior Requirements

(Verses 5–6)

5 “Priests must not shave their heads bald, shave off the edges of their beards, or cut their bodies. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 19:27-28; Deuteronomy 14:1; Ezekiel 44:20

6 They must be holy to their God and not dishonor His name. Since they present the offerings made by fire and the bread of their God, they must remain holy.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 22:2; Exodus 28:36; Leviticus 21:8

3. Marriage Rules for Priests

(Verses 7–9)

7 “A priest must not marry a woman who is a prostitute or has been defiled, or who has been divorced. He is holy to his God. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 44:22; Leviticus 21:14; Leviticus 21:13

8 Treat him as holy because he offers the food of your God. He must be holy to you, for I, the Lord, who make you holy, am holy. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:44; 1 Peter 1:16; Leviticus 21:6

9 If a priest’s daughter becomes a prostitute and dishonors herself, she also brings shame to her father. She must be burned with fire.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 38:24; Deuteronomy 22:21; Leviticus 19:29

4. Holiness of the High Priest

(Verses 10–15)

10 “The high priest, the one anointed with holy oil and set apart to wear the sacred garments, must not let his hair hang loose or tear his clothes. 

 Cross References: Exodus 29:7; Leviticus 10:6; Exodus 28:2

11 He must not go near any dead body—not even for his father or mother. 

 Cross References: Numbers 6:6-7; Leviticus 21:1-3; Ezekiel 44:25

12 He must not leave the Tabernacle or desecrate the sanctuary, because the crown of the anointing oil of God is upon him. I am the Lord. 

 Cross References: Exodus 30:30-33; Numbers 6:6-7; Leviticus 21:23

13 He must marry a woman who is a virgin. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 44:22; Leviticus 21:7; Leviticus 21:14

14 He must not marry a widow, a divorced woman, or a prostitute. He must marry a virgin from among his own people. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 44:22; Leviticus 21:7; Leviticus 21:13

15 He must not dishonor his children among his people, for I am the Lord who sets him apart as holy.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 21:8; Ezekiel 44:22; Leviticus 21:9

5. Physical Qualifications for Priests to Serve

(Verses 16–24)

16 Then the Lord said to Moses, 

 Cross References: Leviticus 21:1; Exodus 6:20; Numbers 26:59

17 “Tell Aaron: Any male descendant of yours who has a physical defect must not present offerings to the Lord. 

 Cross References: Malachi 1:8; Deuteronomy 15:21; Leviticus 22:20

18 No one who is blind, lame, disfigured, or deformed

 Cross References: Leviticus 22:22; Deuteronomy 15:21; 2 Samuel 5:8

19 —no one with a crippled hand or foot, 

 Cross References: Leviticus 21:18; 2 Samuel 5:8; Leviticus 22:22

20 or who is hunched over, a dwarf, has a damaged eye, has a skin disease or scabs, or damaged testicles—

 Cross References: Leviticus 22:22; Malachi 1:8; Leviticus 21:18

21 none of Aaron’s descendants with such defects may approach to offer the food offerings to the Lord. He may eat the food of his God, 

 Cross References: Leviticus 21:17; Malachi 1:8; Hebrews 7:26

22 both the most holy and the holy offerings, 

 Cross References: Leviticus 21:6; Leviticus 22:10-13; Leviticus 21:8

23 but he must not go near the inner curtain or approach the altar, because he has a defect and must not dishonor my sanctuary. I am the Lord who makes it holy.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 21:12; Numbers 4:20; Leviticus 16:2

24 So Moses told all this to Aaron, his sons, and all the people of Israel. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 21:1; Exodus 4:30; Leviticus 21:17

Key Lessons from Leviticus 21

•  God Requires Holiness in Leaders – Priests were held to higher standards, showing that those who serve God must reflect His holiness in every area of life. 

•  Respect for Life and Death Matters – Priests had restrictions regarding mourning and contact with the dead, teaching that God’s servants are to model trust in Him. 

•  Family Integrity Is Important for Leaders – Regulations about whom priests could marry emphasized purity and faithfulness in family life. 

•  The High Priest Bears Greater Responsibility – His unique restrictions showed that the closer one stands to God in service, the greater the call to holiness. 

•  God’s Service Requires Wholeness – Priests with physical defects could not serve at the altar, symbolizing the perfection and holiness required in approaching God. 

•  Holiness Protects God’s Sanctuary – These laws emphasized that God’s dwelling must not be defiled by careless or unholy service. 

•  Christ Is Our Perfect High Priest – Unlike the earthly priests, Jesus is holy, blameless, and undefiled, forever making perfect intercession for His people (Hebrews 7:26–27). 

Leviticus Chapter 22 – Crawford Standard Bible (CSB)

Rules for Priests and Acceptable Offerings

1. Priests Must Remain Pure When Handling Holy Things

(Verses 1–3)

1 The Lord spoke to Moses, 

 Cross References: Leviticus 22:32; Exodus 6:13; Leviticus 21:1

2 “Tell Aaron and his sons to treat the holy offerings that the Israelites bring to Me with reverence, and not to dishonor My holy name by mishandling these sacred things. I am the Lord. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 10:3; Malachi 1:6-8; Leviticus 22:32

3 If any of Aaron’s descendants approaches the holy offerings while ceremonially unclean, that person must be cut off from My presence. I am the Lord.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 7:20-21; Numbers 19:20; Leviticus 15:31

2. Conditions That Make a Priest Unclean

(Verses 4–9)

4 “Any descendant of Aaron who has a skin disease or a discharge may not eat of the holy offerings until he is made clean. The same applies to anyone who touches something defiled by a corpse or by semen, 

 Cross References: Leviticus 13:46; Leviticus 15:2; Numbers 19:16

5 or who touches any crawling creature or person who makes him unclean. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:24; Leviticus 11:29-31; Leviticus 22:4

6 Anyone who becomes unclean from these things must remain unclean until evening and must wash with water. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 15:5; Leviticus 11:25; Leviticus 22:4

7 After the sun sets, he will be clean and may then eat from the holy offerings, since it is his food. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:32; Deuteronomy 23:11; Leviticus 22:6

8 He must not eat anything that died naturally or was torn by animals. That would defile him. I am the Lord. 

 Cross References: Exodus 22:31; Leviticus 17:15; Ezekiel 44:31

9 The priests must keep My commands so they do not become guilty and die for treating My holy things with contempt. I am the Lord who sets them apart.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 8:35; Numbers 18:32; Leviticus 22:16

3. Who May Eat the Holy Offerings

(Verses 10–13)

10 “No outsider may eat of the holy offerings. Even a guest or a hired servant of a priest may not eat them. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:44; Leviticus 22:13; Numbers 18:11

11 But if a priest buys a slave with his own money, or if someone is born in his household, they may eat of it. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:44; Leviticus 22:10; Numbers 18:11

12 If a priest’s daughter marries someone outside the priesthood, she may no longer eat of the holy offerings. 

 Cross References: Numbers 18:11; Leviticus 22:13; Leviticus 22:10

13 But if she becomes a widow or is divorced and has no children and returns to live in her father’s house, she may eat from his food again, just as she did when she was a child. No outsider may eat of it.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 38:11; Ruth 1:8; Numbers 30:9

4. Mistaken Use of Holy Food

(Verses 14–16)

14 “If someone eats a holy offering by mistake, they must repay the amount and add one-fifth to it and give it to the priest. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 5:15-16; Leviticus 27:13; Leviticus 27:31

15 The priests must not allow the sacred offerings to be treated carelessly or disrespectfully, Cross References: Leviticus 22:2; Numbers 18:32; Leviticus 22:9

16 or cause the people to bear guilt by eating them improperly. I am the Lord who sets them apart.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 5:17; Numbers 18:32; Leviticus 22:9

5. Rules for Acceptable Animal Sacrifices

(Verses 17–25)

17 The Lord said to Moses, 

 Cross References: Leviticus 1:1; Leviticus 7:22; Numbers 15:1-2

18 “Speak to Aaron, his sons, and all the Israelites and say: When any Israelite or foreigner among you brings an offering to the Lord—whether to fulfill a vow or as a freewill offering—

 Cross References: Leviticus 1:3; Leviticus 7:16; Numbers 15:14

19 it must be a male without defect from the cattle, sheep, or goats to be accepted. 

 Cross References: Malachi 1:8; Deuteronomy 15:21; 1 Peter 1:19

20 Do not offer anything with a defect, because it will not be accepted. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 17:1; Malachi 1:8; Leviticus 22:25

21 When someone offers a peace offering to fulfill a vow or as a freewill gift, it must be perfect and without defect. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 3:1; Leviticus 7:16; Deuteronomy 23:23

22 Animals that are blind, crippled, injured, or have sores or skin diseases must not be offered to the Lord. Do not present them as offerings by fire on the altar. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 15:21; Malachi 1:8; Leviticus 21:18-20

23 A bull or lamb that has too many or too few limbs may be used as a freewill offering, but not for a vow. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 22:21; Malachi 1:14; Leviticus 22:19

24 Do not offer any animal that has been castrated or mutilated. That is not acceptable to the Lord. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 23:1; Leviticus 21:20; Deuteronomy 25:11-12

25 Do not accept such animals from foreigners either, because they are flawed and unacceptable as offerings.” 

 Cross References: Malachi 1:8; Leviticus 22:20; Ezra 6:9-10

6. Proper Timing for Offering Young Animals

(Verses 26–28)

26 The Lord said to Moses, 

 Cross References: Leviticus 22:27; Exodus 22:30; Leviticus 12:3

27 “When a calf, lamb, or goat is born, it must stay with its mother for seven days. From the eighth day on, it is acceptable as a fire offering to the Lord. 

 Cross References: Exodus 22:30; Leviticus 12:3; Genesis 17:12

28 Do not slaughter a cow or ewe and her young on the same day.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 22:6-7; Exodus 23:19; Exodus 34:26

7. Rules for Thank Offerings and Final Reminders

(Verses 29–33)

29 “When you bring a sacrifice of thanksgiving to the Lord, offer it so it will be accepted. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 7:15; Leviticus 19:5-6; Psalm 107:22

30 It must be eaten that same day. Do not leave any of it until morning. I am the Lord. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 7:15; Leviticus 19:6; Exodus 12:10

31 You must obey My commands and put them into practice. I am the Lord. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:4; Deuteronomy 4:40; Deuteronomy 6:17

32 Do not dishonor My holy name. I must be honored among the Israelites. I am the Lord who sets you apart, 

 Cross References: Leviticus 22:2; Ezekiel 36:23; Matthew 6:9

33 who brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your God. I am the Lord.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:2; Leviticus 25:38; Leviticus 26:13

Key Lessons from Leviticus 22

•  God’s Priests Must Treat Holy Things With Reverence – Priests were forbidden from handling offerings carelessly, showing that God’s service requires respect. 

•  Holiness Guards Fellowship With God – Priests had to remain ceremonially clean to partake in sacred food, teaching that impurity hinders fellowship. 

•  God Provides for His Servants Through Offerings – Portions of sacrifices sustained the priests, reminding us that those who serve God are cared for by His people. 

•  God Requires Pure Offerings – Animals with defects were unacceptable, showing that only the best should be given to the Lord. 

•  Worship Must Be According to God’s Word – Sacrifices had to follow God’s exact instructions, teaching that worship is not on human terms but God’s. 

•  Obedience Demonstrates Reverence – The repeated command, “I am the Lord,” ties obedience to recognition of God’s authority and holiness. 

•  Christ Is the Perfect Offering – Unlike blemished sacrifices, Jesus offered Himself as the flawless Lamb of God, fully acceptable to the Father. 

Leviticus Chapter 23 – Crawford Standard Bible (CSB)

The Appointed Festivals of the Lord

1. Introduction to the Lord’s Feasts

(Verses 1–2)

1 The Lord spoke to Moses, 

 Cross References: Exodus 23:14-17; Numbers 28:1-2; Deuteronomy 16:1

2 “Speak to the people of Israel and tell them: These are the Lord’s appointed festivals, which you are to proclaim as sacred gatherings. These are My appointed times.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 34:22-23; Numbers 28:1-2; Deuteronomy 16:16

2. The Weekly Sabbath

(Verse 3)

3 “You may work for six days, but the seventh day is a day of complete rest, a sacred gathering. You must not do any work. It is a Sabbath to the Lord wherever you live.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:8-11; Exodus 31:15-16; Deuteronomy 5:12-14

3. The Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread

(Verses 4–8)

4 “These are the Lord’s appointed festivals, which you must proclaim at their proper times:

 Cross References: Exodus 23:14-17; Numbers 28:2; Deuteronomy 16:1

5 The Lord’s Passover begins at sunset on the fourteenth day of the first month. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:1-6; Numbers 28:16; Deuteronomy 16:1-2

6 The next day, on the fifteenth day of that month, begins the Feast of Unleavened Bread to the Lord. 

For seven days you must eat bread made without yeast. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:15-20; Exodus 13:6-7; Numbers 28:17

7 On the first day, hold a sacred assembly and do no regular work. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:16; Numbers 28:18; Exodus 13:6

8 Each day for seven days, present a food offering to the Lord. On the seventh day, hold another sacred assembly and do no regular work.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:16; Numbers 28:19-25; Exodus 23:15

4. The Feast of Firstfruits

(Verses 9–14)

9 Then the Lord said to Moses, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 26:1-2; Numbers 15:2; Joshua 5:10-12

10 “Speak to the people of Israel and say: When you enter the land I am giving you and harvest your crops, bring the priest a bundle of the first grain you harvest. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 26:1-2; Numbers 15:18-19; Joshua 5:10-12

11 On the day after the Sabbath, the priest will lift it up before the Lord so it will be accepted on your behalf. 

 Cross References: Exodus 34:26; Deuteronomy 26:10; 1 Corinthians 15:20

12 On the same day, offer a year-old male lamb without defects as a burnt offering to the Lord, Cross References: Numbers 28:19-21; Leviticus 1:10; Leviticus 9:3

13 along with a grain offering of fine flour mixed with olive oil and a drink offering of wine. 

 Cross References: Numbers 15:4-5; Numbers 28:9; Exodus 29:40

14 Do not eat any bread or roasted or fresh grain until you bring this offering to your God. This is a lasting law for all generations, wherever you live.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 5:11-12; Ruth 2:14; 1 Samuel 14:24

5. The Feast of Weeks (Pentecost)

(Verses 15–22)

15 “Count seven full weeks from the day after the Sabbath, the day you bring the first bundle of grain. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 16:9-10; Numbers 28:26; Acts 2:1

16 Count fifty days to the day after the seventh Sabbath, and then present a new grain offering to the Lord. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 16:9-10; Numbers 28:26; Acts 2:1

17 Bring two loaves made with fine flour and baked with yeast as a firstfruits offering. 

 Cross References: Numbers 28:26; Exodus 34:22; Deuteronomy 16:10

18 Along with the bread, bring seven year-old lambs without defects, one young bull, and two rams. 

These are burnt offerings to the Lord, along with their grain and drink offerings—a pleasing aroma. 

 Cross References: Numbers 28:27-30; Leviticus 1:3; Numbers 15:24

19 Also offer one male goat as a sin offering and two lambs as a peace offering. 

 Cross References: Numbers 28:30; Leviticus 3:1; Leviticus 4:23

20 The priest will wave the two lambs with the bread of the firstfruits as a wave offering before the Lord. They belong to the priest and are holy. 

 Cross References: Exodus 29:24-28; Leviticus 7:34; Numbers 18:11

21 On that same day, hold a sacred gathering and do no ordinary work. This is a lasting law for all generations wherever you live. 

 Cross References: Numbers 28:26; Deuteronomy 16:8; Acts 2:1

22 And when you harvest your fields, do not harvest right up to the edge or pick up what is left. 

Leave it for the poor and the foreigner. I am the Lord your God.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 19:9-10; Deuteronomy 24:19; Ruth 2:2-3

6. The Feast of Trumpets

(Verses 23–25)

23 The Lord said to Moses, 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:1; Numbers 10:10; Psalm 81:3

24 “Speak to the people of Israel: On the first day of the seventh month, you are to have a day of rest, a memorial with trumpet blasts—a sacred gathering. 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:1; Numbers 10:10; Psalm 81:3

25 Do no regular work, and present a food offering to the Lord.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:1-6; Exodus 12:16; Numbers 28:18

7. The Day of Atonement

(Verses 26–32)

26 The Lord also said to Moses, 

 Cross References: Leviticus 16:29-31; Numbers 29:7; Hebrews 9:7

27 “The tenth day of the seventh month is the Day of Atonement. Hold a sacred gathering and deny yourselves, and present a food offering to the Lord. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 16:29-30; Numbers 29:7; Hebrews 9:12

28 Do no work on that day, because it is a day to make atonement for you before the Lord your God. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 16:29; Numbers 29:7; Hebrews 10:19-22

29 Anyone who refuses to humble themselves on that day must be cut off from their people. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 16:29; Numbers 15:30-31; Genesis 17:14

30 I will destroy anyone who does any work on that day. 

 Cross References: Exodus 31:14; Numbers 15:32-36; Leviticus 16:31

31 You must not do any work. This is a lasting law for all generations. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 16:29; Numbers 29:7; Exodus 12:14

32 It is a Sabbath of rest, and you must deny yourselves. You are to observe it from sunset on the ninth day of the month until sunset on the tenth.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:5; Exodus 12:18; Nehemiah 13:19

8. The Feast of Tabernacles (Booths)

(Verses 33–44)

33 The Lord spoke again to Moses:

 Cross References: Numbers 29:12; Deuteronomy 16:13; Nehemiah 8:14-17

34 “Tell the people of Israel: Beginning on the fifteenth day of the seventh month, the Lord’s Festival of Tabernacles begins, and it lasts for seven days. 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:12; Deuteronomy 16:13; Zechariah 14:16

35 On the first day, hold a sacred gathering and do no ordinary work. 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:12; Nehemiah 8:18; Deuteronomy 16:13

36 For seven days, present offerings to the Lord. On the eighth day, hold another sacred gathering and offer another food offering. It is a closing assembly. Do no regular work. 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:35-38; John 7:37; Nehemiah 8:18

37 These are the Lord’s appointed festivals, which you are to proclaim as sacred gatherings for presenting food offerings, burnt offerings, grain offerings, sacrifices, and drink offerings—each on its appropriate day. 

 Cross References: Numbers 28:1-2; Deuteronomy 16:16; Leviticus 23:2

38 These are in addition to the Lord’s Sabbaths, your gifts, vows, and freewill offerings. 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:39; Deuteronomy 16:10; Leviticus 22:18

39 So beginning on the fifteenth day of the seventh month, after you have gathered the crops of the land, celebrate the Lord’s festival for seven days. The first and eighth days are days of rest. 

 Cross References: Exodus 23:16; Deuteronomy 16:13; Nehemiah 8:14-17

40 On the first day, take branches from beautiful trees, palm branches, leafy trees, and willows from the brook, and rejoice before the Lord your God for seven days. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 8:15; Psalm 118:24-27; John 12:13

41 Celebrate this as a festival to the Lord for seven days each year. This is a lasting law for all generations. Celebrate it in the seventh month. 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:12; Deuteronomy 16:15; Ezra 3:4

42 Live in temporary shelters for seven days. All native-born Israelites must live in these shelters Cross References: Nehemiah 8:14-17; Deuteronomy 16:13; Hosea 12:9

43 so that your future generations will know that I made the people of Israel live in shelters when I brought them out of Egypt. I am the Lord your God.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 8:2-3; Deuteronomy 29:5; Nehemiah 9:21

44 So Moses gave the people of Israel these instructions about the Lord’s appointed festivals. 

 Cross References: Numbers 28:1-2; Exodus 24:3; Deuteronomy 31:9

Key Lessons from Leviticus 23

•  God Establishes Sacred Times – The appointed feasts were God’s calendar for Israel, showing that He sets the rhythm of worship and rest. 

•  The Sabbath Is a Gift of Rest – Weekly rest reminded Israel of God’s creation and covenant, pointing to Christ as our ultimate rest. 

•  Passover Proclaims Redemption – The lamb’s blood recalled deliverance from Egypt, foreshadowing Christ, our Passover Lamb (1 Corinthians 5:7). 

•  The Feast of Unleavened Bread Teaches Purity – Removing leaven symbolized putting away sin, calling God’s people to holiness. 

•  Firstfruits Point to Resurrection – Offering the first sheaf of harvest celebrated God’s provision and pointed to Christ, the firstfruits of the resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:20). 

•  Pentecost Celebrates Provision and Power – The feast of weeks honored God’s abundance and later marked the outpouring of the Spirit in Acts 2. 

•  The Feast of Trumpets Announces God’s Kingship – The trumpet blasts signaled gathering and judgment, foreshadowing Christ’s return. 

•  The Day of Atonement Provides Cleansing – This solemn day reminded Israel of the need for forgiveness, fulfilled in Jesus’ once-for-all sacrifice. 

•  The Feast of Tabernacles Celebrates God’s Presence – Living in booths recalled God’s provision in the wilderness, pointing to Christ dwelling among us. 

•  Christ Fulfills Every Feast – Each celebration finds its true meaning in Him, the center of God’s redemptive plan. 

Leviticus Chapter 24 – Crawford Standard Bible (CSB)

The Holy Lamps, the Bread of the Presence, and the Penalty for Blasphemy 1. The Oil for the Lampstand

(Verses 1–4)

1 The Lord said to Moses, 

 Cross References: Exodus 27:20-21; Exodus 35:14; 1 Samuel 3:3

2 “Command the people of Israel to bring you pure pressed olive oil for the lampstand so the lamps can burn continually. 

 Cross References: Exodus 27:20; Exodus 25:6; Zechariah 4:2-3

3 Outside the inner curtain of the testimony in the Tabernacle, Aaron must keep the lamps burning from evening until morning before the Lord continually. This is a lasting command for every generation. 

 Cross References: Exodus 27:21; Exodus 30:8; 2 Chronicles 13:11

4 He must keep the lamps on the pure gold lampstand burning continually before the Lord.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:31-40; Exodus 37:17-24; Revelation 1:12-13

2. The Bread of the Presence

(Verses 5–9)

5 “You must take fine flour and bake twelve loaves of bread—each made with about four quarts of flour. 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:30; 1 Chronicles 9:32; Exodus 29:2

6 Arrange them in two rows, six in each row, on the pure gold table before the Lord. 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:23-30; Exodus 37:10-16; 1 Kings 7:48

7 Put pure frankincense on each row as a reminder portion to be burned as a fire offering to the Lord. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 2:2; Numbers 4:7; Exodus 30:34-36

8 Every Sabbath day, this bread must be set in order before the Lord as a lasting covenant from the Israelites. 

 Cross References: Numbers 4:7; 1 Chronicles 9:32; 1 Samuel 21:6

9 The bread belongs to Aaron and his sons. They are to eat it in a holy place, because it is most holy and a permanent portion of the Lord’s food offerings.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 21:6; Matthew 12:3-4; Mark 2:25-26

3. The Case of the Blasphemer

(Verses 10–12)

10 One day, the son of an Israelite woman and an Egyptian father got into a fight with an Israelite man in the camp. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:38; Numbers 15:32-36; Exodus 2:11-12

11 During the argument, the mixed-heritage man cursed and blasphemed the Name of the Lord. So the people brought him to Moses. His mother’s name was Shelomith, daughter of Dibri, from the tribe of Dan. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:7; Exodus 22:28; 1 Kings 21:10

12 They held him in custody until the Lord’s will could be made clear to them. 

 Cross References: Numbers 15:34; Numbers 27:5; Numbers 9:8

4. Judgment for Blasphemy

(Verses 13–16)

13 Then the Lord said to Moses, 

 Cross References: Numbers 15:35-36; Deuteronomy 17:7; Acts 7:58

14 “Take the man who cursed outside the camp. Let everyone who heard him lay their hands on his head, then the whole community must stone him. 

 Cross References: Numbers 15:35-36; Deuteronomy 17:7; Acts 7:58

15 Tell the people of Israel: Anyone who curses their God is responsible for their sin. 

 Cross References: Exodus 22:28; 1 Samuel 3:13; Job 2:9

16 Anyone who blasphemes the Name of the Lord must be put to death. The entire community must stone that person. Whether foreigner or native-born, they must be put to death for blaspheming the Name.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:7; 1 Kings 21:13; John 10:33

5. Laws About Justice and Fairness

(Verses 17–22)

17 “Anyone who kills another person must be put to death. 

 Cross References: Exodus 21:12; Numbers 35:16-21; Genesis 9:6

18 Anyone who kills someone else’s animal must make restitution—an animal for an animal. 

 Cross References: Exodus 21:33-36; Exodus 22:1; Leviticus 24:21

19 If anyone injures their neighbor, they will be injured in the same way. 

 Cross References: Exodus 21:24-25; Deuteronomy 19:21; Matthew 5:38

20 A fracture for a fracture, an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth. Whatever injury they caused will be done to them. 

 Cross References: Exodus 21:24-25; Deuteronomy 19:21; Matthew 5:38-39

21 Whoever kills an animal must replace it, but anyone who kills another human being must be put to death. 

 Cross References: Exodus 21:12; Exodus 21:33-36; Numbers 35:31

22 You are to have one standard of justice for both foreigners and native-born people. I am the Lord your God.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:49; Numbers 15:16; Numbers 15:29

6. The Sentence Carried Out

(Verse 23)

23 Moses told the Israelites what the Lord had said, and they took the man who had cursed outside the camp and stoned him. The Israelites did exactly as the Lord commanded Moses. 

 Cross References: Numbers 15:36; Deuteronomy 17:7; Deuteronomy 21:21

Key Lessons from Leviticus 24

•  God’s Presence Requires Continual Devotion – The lamps in the tabernacle were to burn continually, symbolizing God’s constant presence and the need for unceasing faithfulness. 

•  God Provides Spiritual Nourishment – The bread of the Presence, set before the Lord each week, represented God’s ongoing fellowship and provision for His people. 

•  Blasphemy Profanes God’s Name – The punishment for cursing God showed the seriousness of honoring His name and character. 

•  God Upholds Justice Among His People – Laws of restitution (“life for life, eye for eye”) emphasized fairness and accountability, preventing excessive revenge. 

•  Holiness Extends to Speech – Reverence for God includes the way His name is spoken, teaching that words reflect the condition of the heart. 

•  God’s Law Applies Equally to All – Both foreigners and Israelites were under the same commands, showing that God’s justice is impartial. 

•  Christ Is the Light and Bread of Life – The lampstand and bread point to Jesus as the One who sustains us with His presence and eternal provision. 

Leviticus Chapter 25 – Crawford Standard Bible (CSB)

The Sabbath Year, the Year of Jubilee, and Laws on Property and Servitude

1. The Land’s Sabbath Rest

(Verses 1–7)

1 The Lord spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying, 

 Cross References: Exodus 23:10-11; Leviticus 26:34-35; 2 Chronicles 36:21

2 “Tell the people of Israel: When you enter the land I’m giving you, it must observe a Sabbath rest to the Lord. 

 Cross References: Exodus 23:10-11; Leviticus 26:34-35; 2 Chronicles 36:21

3 For six years you may plant your fields, prune your vineyards, and gather your crops. 

 Cross References: Exodus 23:10; Exodus 34:21; Deuteronomy 15:1

4 But the seventh year is to be a year of complete rest for the land—a Sabbath to the Lord. Do not plant your fields or prune your vineyards. 

 Cross References: Exodus 23:11; Leviticus 26:34; Nehemiah 10:31

5 Do not harvest what grows on its own or pick the grapes from untended vines. The land is to have a year of rest. 

 Cross References: Exodus 23:11; 2 Kings 19:29; Leviticus 25:11

6 Whatever the land produces during this Sabbath year will be food for you—your servants, your workers, and any foreigners living among you, 

 Cross References: Exodus 23:11; Leviticus 19:10; Leviticus 25:12

7 as well as for your livestock and wild animals in your land. Everything the land produces can be eaten.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 23:11; Psalm 104:14; Leviticus 25:6

2. The Year of Jubilee

(Verses 8–12)

8 “Count off seven Sabbath years—seven sets of seven years, adding up to forty-nine years in total. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 15:1; Ezekiel 46:17; Daniel 9:24-25

9 Then, on the tenth day of the seventh month—the Day of Atonement—blow a loud trumpet throughout the land. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:27; Numbers 29:7; Joel 2:1

10 Set apart the fiftieth year and proclaim liberty throughout the land for all its inhabitants. It will be a Jubilee year for you. Each person is to return to their own property and family. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 61:1-2; Luke 4:18-19; Jeremiah 34:8-17

11 The fiftieth year is a Jubilee: do not plant or harvest what grows on its own or gather grapes from untended vines. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:5; Leviticus 25:4; Isaiah 61:2

12 It is a holy year; eat only what the fields produce on their own.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:6; Leviticus 25:19; 2 Kings 19:29

3. Fair Land Transactions Based on Jubilee Timing

(Verses 13–17)

13 “In this year of Jubilee, everyone must return to their own property. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:10; Leviticus 25:28; Numbers 36:4

14 If you sell land to your neighbor or buy from them, do not cheat one another. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:17; Leviticus 19:13; Deuteronomy 24:14

15 The price you pay will depend on how many years remain until the next Jubilee. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:16; Leviticus 27:18; Leviticus 25:27

16 The more years left, the higher the price; the fewer years, the lower the price—because what’s being sold is the number of harvests. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:15; Leviticus 27:16-18; Ezekiel 46:17

17 Do not cheat one another. Fear your God, for I am the Lord your God.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:14; Leviticus 19:14; Exodus 22:21

4. God’s Promise to Provide in the Sabbath Year

(Verses 18–22)

18 “Obey My decrees and laws, and you will live safely in the land. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:3-5; Deuteronomy 12:10; Deuteronomy 28:1-2

19 The land will yield its harvest, and you will have all you need and live in safety. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:5; Deuteronomy 8:10; Ezekiel 34:27

20 If you ask, ‘What will we eat in the seventh year since we can’t plant or harvest?’

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:4; Matthew 6:31-33; Philippians 4:19

21 I will bless you in the sixth year so you will have enough for three years. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:8; Malachi 3:10-11; Leviticus 26:10

22 You will plant again in the eighth year but still eat from the old crop until the new harvest comes in.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:10; Joshua 5:11-12; 2 Kings 19:29

5. Land Belongs to the Lord

(Verses 23–24)

23 “The land must never be sold permanently, because it belongs to Me. You are only foreigners and tenants living with Me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 24:1; Psalm 39:12; 1 Chronicles 29:15

24 Throughout the land you possess, you must allow for the redemption of the land.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:25; Ruth 4:4-6; Jeremiah 32:7-8

6. Redeeming Family Property

(Verses 25–28)

25 “If one of your relatives becomes poor and sells some land, their nearest relative must come and redeem it. 

 Cross References: Ruth 4:4-6; Jeremiah 32:7-8; Ruth 2:20

26 If they have no one to redeem it, but later they can afford it themselves, Cross References: Ruth 4:4; Leviticus 25:49; Ruth 3:12-13

27 they must calculate the value and pay the buyer back for the years remaining until the Jubilee, and then reclaim the land. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:15-16; Leviticus 27:18; Ruth 4:4

28 But if they can’t repay it, the land will remain with the buyer until the Jubilee, when it must be returned.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:10; Leviticus 25:13; Numbers 36:4

7. Rules for Selling Houses

(Verses 29–34)

29 “If someone sells a house in a walled city, they may redeem it within one year. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:30; Leviticus 27:14-15; Ruth 4:1-6

30 If not redeemed within that year, it becomes permanent property and won’t return in the Jubilee. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:31; 1 Kings 21:1-3; Joshua 6:26

31 But houses in villages without walls are treated like land—they can be redeemed and return in the Jubilee. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:10; Leviticus 25:28; Numbers 35:2-5

32 Levite homes in their cities may always be redeemed. 

 Cross References: Numbers 35:1-5; Joshua 21:2-3; Numbers 18:23-24

33 If a Levite redeems a house, it returns in the Jubilee, because their cities are their inheritance. 

 Cross References: Numbers 35:2-5; Joshua 21:3; Numbers 18:20-24

34 But the open land around Levite cities must never be sold; it is their permanent possession.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 35:2-5; Joshua 21:3; Numbers 18:23-24

8. Helping the Poor and Lending Without Interest

(Verses 35–38)

35 “If a fellow Israelite becomes poor and can no longer support themselves, help them as you would a foreigner or temporary resident. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 15:7-8; Proverbs 19:17; Deuteronomy 24:14-15

36 Don’t charge them interest or make a profit. Fear your God and let them live with you. 

 Cross References: Exodus 22:25; Deuteronomy 23:19-20; Psalm 15:5

37 Don’t lend them money with interest or sell them food at a profit. 

 Cross References: Exodus 22:25; Deuteronomy 23:19; Ezekiel 18:8

38 I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt to give you the land of Canaan and to be your God.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:13; Exodus 20:2; Leviticus 11:45

9. Treatment of Poor Israelites Who Become Servants

(Verses 39–46)

39 “If a fellow Israelite becomes poor and sells themselves to you, do not treat them like slaves. 

 Cross References: Exodus 21:2; Deuteronomy 15:12; Jeremiah 34:14

40 They are to be treated as hired workers and must serve only until the Jubilee. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:50; Deuteronomy 15:12-15; Exodus 21:2

41 Then they and their children may return to their family and ancestral property. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:10; Exodus 21:3; Deuteronomy 15:13-14

42 They are My servants, whom I brought out of Egypt—they must not be sold as slaves. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:55; Exodus 20:2; Romans 6:22

43 Do not treat them harshly, but fear your God. 

 Cross References: Exodus 1:13-14; Leviticus 25:46; Ephesians 6:9

44 Your male and female slaves may come from the surrounding nations. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:45-46; Genesis 17:12-13; Exodus 12:44

45 You may also acquire slaves from foreigners living among you and from their families born in your land. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:44; Genesis 17:12-13; Exodus 12:44

46 You may pass them on to your children as permanent inheritance. But you must never treat your fellow Israelites harshly.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:43; Exodus 21:2; Ephesians 6:9

10. Redemption of Israelites Sold to Foreigners

(Verses 47–55)

47 “If a foreigner becomes wealthy and an Israelite sells himself to that foreigner, Cross References: Leviticus 25:25; Ruth 4:4-6; Deuteronomy 15:12

48 he may still be redeemed by a family member. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:25; Ruth 4:6; Ruth 3:12-13

49 An uncle, cousin, or other close relative may redeem him, or he may redeem himself if he prospers. 

 Cross References: Ruth 4:4-6; Ruth 3:12-13; Jeremiah 32:7-8

50 The price will be based on how many years remain until the Jubilee, like wages for a hired worker. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:27; Leviticus 25:15-16; Leviticus 27:18

51 If many years remain, a larger price must be paid. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:16; Leviticus 25:27; Leviticus 27:18

52 If only a few years remain, the price will be adjusted accordingly. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:16; Leviticus 25:27; Leviticus 25:50

53 He must be treated like a hired worker and not ruled over harshly. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:40; Leviticus 25:43; Deuteronomy 24:14-15

54 If he is not redeemed earlier, he and his children must be freed in the Jubilee. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:10; Leviticus 25:41; Leviticus 25:28

55 For the Israelites are My servants. I brought them out of the land of Egypt. I am the Lord your God.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:42; Exodus 20:2; Romans 6:22

Key Lessons from Leviticus 25

•  God Establishes Rhythms of Rest – The Sabbath year for the land taught Israel that rest and dependence on God are essential for creation and community. 

•  God Owns the Land and Provides for His People – Allowing the land to rest reminded Israel that the earth belongs to the Lord, and He is the true provider. 

•  The Year of Jubilee Declares Freedom – Every fiftieth year debts were canceled, slaves freed, and property restored, symbolizing redemption and new beginnings. 

•  God Protects the Poor and Vulnerable – Laws about lending without interest and redeeming property showed His care for justice and compassion. 

•  Obedience Brings Provision – God promised abundant harvests for those who trusted Him by letting the land rest, proving His faithfulness. 

•  Redemption Is Central to God’s Plan – The right to redeem property or persons foreshadowed Christ as our Redeemer who restores our inheritance. 


•  God’s People Are His Servants, Not Slaves – Israel was reminded that they belonged to the Lord, not to men, pointing to the freedom we have in Christ. 

•  Christ Fulfills the Jubilee – Jesus declared the “year of the Lord’s favor” (Luke 4:18–19), bringing spiritual freedom, forgiveness, and restoration to all who believe. 

Leviticus Chapter 26 – Crawford Standard Bible (CSB)

Blessings for Obedience and Curses for Disobedience

1. Do Not Worship Idols

(Verses 1–2)

1 “Do not make idols or carved images for yourselves. Do not set up sacred stones or engraved markers in your land to bow down to them. I am the Lord your God. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:3-4; Deuteronomy 5:8-9; Exodus 34:17

2 Respect My Sabbaths and honor My sanctuary. I am the Lord.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 19:30; Exodus 31:13; Ezekiel 20:12

2. Blessings for Obedience

(Verses 3–13)

3 “If you follow My statutes, keep My commandments, and obey them, Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:1; Deuteronomy 11:13-14; Jeremiah 7:23

4 I will send rain in its season, the land will produce its crops, and the trees will bear fruit. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:12; Deuteronomy 11:14; Psalm 67:6

5 Your threshing season will last until grape harvest, and grape harvest will last until planting season. 

You will eat your fill and live securely in your land. 

 Cross References: Amos 9:13; Deuteronomy 8:10; Ezekiel 34:27

6 I will give peace in the land, and you will lie down with no fear. I will remove dangerous animals, and war will not sweep through your land. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 34:25; Isaiah 2:4; Hosea 2:18

7 You will chase your enemies, and they will fall before you by the sword. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:7; Joshua 23:10; Judges 7:22

8 Five of you will chase a hundred, and a hundred will chase ten thousand. Your enemies will fall by the sword before you. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:30; Joshua 23:10; Judges 7:7

9 I will look favorably upon you and make you fruitful and multiply you. I will confirm My covenant with you. 

 Cross References: Genesis 17:7; Exodus 6:4; Deuteronomy 7:13

10 You will still be eating old harvest when you need to make room for the new. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:22; Joshua 5:11-12; Amos 9:13

11 I will dwell among you; I will not reject you. 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:8; Ezekiel 37:26-27; 2 Corinthians 6:16

12 I will walk among you and be your God, and you will be My people. 

 Cross References: Exodus 6:7; Ezekiel 37:27; Revelation 21:3

13 I am the Lord your God who brought you out of Egypt, freeing you from slavery, breaking the yoke from your neck so you could walk upright.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:2; Exodus 6:6-7; Nahum 1:13

3. Warnings for Disobedience

(Verses 14–17)

14 “But if you refuse to listen to Me and do not obey all My commands, Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:15; Deuteronomy 28:58-59; Jeremiah 11:8

15 if you reject My statutes and hate My judgments, and if you break My covenant by disobedience, Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:15; Deuteronomy 31:16-17; 2 Kings 17:15

16 then I will do this to you: I will send terror, wasting disease, and fever that will destroy your sight and drain your strength. You will plant your seed in vain, because your enemies will eat your crops. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:22; Deuteronomy 28:65-67; Deuteronomy 28:38

17 I will turn against you. You will be defeated by your enemies. Those who hate you will rule over you, and you will run even when no one is chasing you.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:25; Deuteronomy 28:7; Proverbs 28:1

4. Increasing Punishments for Continued Rebellion

(Verses 18–39)

18 “If after all this you still will not listen to Me, I will punish you seven times more for your sins. 

 Cross References: Amos 4:6-11; Isaiah 9:12-13; Leviticus 26:24

19 I will break your pride and your power. I will make your sky like iron and your ground like bronze. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:23; 1 Kings 8:35; Isaiah 2:11-12

20 Your efforts will be wasted, and the land will produce nothing, nor will the trees bear fruit. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:38-40; Haggai 1:6; Micah 6:15

21 If you continue to oppose Me and refuse to obey, I will bring seven times more plagues on you for your sins. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:24; Leviticus 26:28; Amos 4:6-11

22 I will send wild animals to kill your children, destroy your livestock, and leave you few in number. Your roads will be empty. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:24-25; Ezekiel 5:17; 2 Kings 17:25

23 If you still will not change and continue to resist Me, 

 Cross References: Amos 4:6-11; Jeremiah 5:3; Isaiah 9:13

24 then I will also resist you and strike you seven times for your sins. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:21; Leviticus 26:18; Amos 4:6-11

25 I will bring the sword against you to punish you for breaking My covenant. When you retreat to your cities, I will send disease, and you will be handed over to your enemies. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:25; Jeremiah 15:2; Ezekiel 5:17

26 When I cut off your food supply, ten women will bake your bread in one oven and ration it out by weight. You will eat but never be satisfied. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 4:16; Isaiah 3:1; Ezekiel 5:16

27 If in spite of all this you still refuse to listen to Me and continue to rebel, Cross References: Isaiah 1:5; Jeremiah 5:3; Amos 4:6-11

28 I will act in fury and punish you seven times for your sins. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:24; Deuteronomy 28:15; Amos 4:6-11

29 You will eat the flesh of your sons and daughters. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:53-57; 2 Kings 6:28-29; Lamentations 4:10

30 I will destroy your high places, tear down your altars, and throw your corpses on the remains of your idols. I will despise you. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 23:14-20; Ezekiel 6:4-5; Jeremiah 8:1-2

31 I will ruin your cities and destroy your sanctuaries. I will not accept your offerings. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:9-10; Isaiah 1:11-15; Jeremiah 26:6

32 I will lay waste to your land, and even your enemies will be shocked by its devastation. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 25:11; Jeremiah 18:16; Micah 6:16

33 I will scatter you among the nations and bring war after you. Your land will be desolate and your cities ruined. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:64; Ezekiel 12:15; Jeremiah 9:16

34 Then the land will finally enjoy its Sabbaths while it lies desolate during your absence. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 36:21; Leviticus 25:2-4; Jeremiah 25:11-12

35 The land will rest and make up for the Sabbaths you never allowed it when you lived there. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 36:21; Leviticus 25:4; Jeremiah 34:13-17

36 As for those who survive, I will cause fear to fill their hearts in the lands of their enemies. The sound of a blowing leaf will send them running as if fleeing from a sword. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:65-67; Proverbs 28:1; Ezekiel 21:7

37 They will stumble over each other in panic even when no one is chasing them. You will not be able to stand against your enemies. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:36; Isaiah 30:17; Deuteronomy 32:30

38 You will perish among the nations, and the land of your enemies will devour you. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:63-64; Numbers 13:32; Ezekiel 36:13

39 Those who are left will waste away in their sin and the sins of their ancestors while in their enemies’ lands.” 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 4:17; Ezekiel 24:23; Lamentations 5:7

5. Hope for Repentance and Restoration

(Verses 40–45)

40 “But if they confess their sins and the sins of their ancestors—how they were unfaithful and walked in rebellion against Me—

 Cross References: Nehemiah 9:2; Daniel 9:4-19; 1 Kings 8:47

41 and if they humble their uncircumcised hearts and accept their punishment, Cross References: Jeremiah 9:25-26; Deuteronomy 30:1-2; Ezekiel 44:7

42 then I will remember My covenant with Jacob, and also My covenant with Isaac and Abraham, and I will remember the land. 

 Cross References: Exodus 2:24; Exodus 6:5; Psalm 105:8-10

43 The land will enjoy its Sabbaths and rest while it lies empty. The people must accept their punishment for rejecting My laws and hating My commands. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:34-35; 2 Chronicles 36:21; Leviticus 26:15

44 Yet even when they are in the land of their enemies, I will not completely reject or destroy them, breaking My covenant with them. For I am the Lord their God. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 30:11; Jeremiah 31:35-37; Romans 11:1-2

45 For their sake I will remember My covenant with their ancestors, whom I brought out of Egypt in the sight of the nations, that I might be their God. I am the Lord.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 2:24; Deuteronomy 4:31; Psalm 106:44-45

6. Closing Summary

(Verse 46)

46 These are the statutes, judgments, and laws the Lord made between Himself and the people of Israel through Moses on Mount Sinai. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 27:34; Exodus 24:3-4; Deuteronomy 5:1-3

Key Lessons from Leviticus 26

•  Obedience Brings Blessing – God promised peace, provision, and His presence if Israel kept His commands, showing that holiness leads to flourishing. 

•  Disobedience Brings Discipline – Curses of famine, disease, and exile revealed that rejecting God’s covenant results in loss and judgment. 

•  God’s Presence Is the Greatest Reward – The promise “I will walk among you and be your God” highlights fellowship with Him as the ultimate blessing. 

•  Sin Leads to Increasing Hardness – The warnings showed that continued rebellion brings deeper judgment, teaching that sin hardens hearts. 

•  God’s Discipline Is Meant to Restore – Even the punishments pointed to God’s desire to turn His people back to Him in repentance. 

•  God’s Covenant Is Unbreakable – Despite Israel’s unfaithfulness, God promised to remember His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

•  Hope Remains Even in Exile – Confession and humility would bring God’s mercy, showing that His grace is greater than His people’s failures. 

•  Christ Secures the New Covenant – Where Israel failed, Jesus fulfilled obedience perfectly, ensuring God’s blessings and presence for all who trust Him. 

Leviticus Chapter 27 – Crawford Standard Bible (CSB)

Laws About Vows, Valuations, Devoted Things, and Tithes

1. Vows of People Dedicated to the Lord

(Verses 1–8)

1 The Lord said to Moses, 

 Cross References: Numbers 6:2; Deuteronomy 23:21-23; 1 Samuel 1:11

2 “Tell the Israelites: When someone makes a special vow to give a person to the Lord, you must assess the value of that person. 

 Cross References: Numbers 6:2; Deuteronomy 23:21-23; 1 Samuel 1:11

3 A man between the ages of 20 and 60 is valued at 50 silver shekels, based on the sanctuary standard. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 27:16; Numbers 3:47; Exodus 30:13

4 A woman in the same age range is valued at 30 shekels. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 27:3; Numbers 18:16; Exodus 30:13

5 A boy between 5 and 20 years old is valued at 20 shekels, and a girl at 10 shekels. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 27:3-4; Numbers 3:47; Exodus 30:13

6 A boy from one month to 5 years is valued at 5 shekels, and a girl at 3 shekels. 

 Cross References: Numbers 18:16; Numbers 3:15; Exodus 30:13

7 A man 60 years and older is valued at 15 shekels, and a woman at 10 shekels. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 27:3-4; Leviticus 27:6; Psalm 90:10

8 But if someone is too poor to pay the full amount, they must be brought to the priest, who will assign a value according to what the person can afford. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 5:7; Leviticus 14:21; Mark 12:42-44

2. Vows of Animals Given to the Lord

(Verses 9–13)

9 If someone gives an animal as an offering to the Lord, it becomes holy. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 1:2; Leviticus 22:21; Numbers 15:3

10 They must not substitute it or exchange it—whether good for bad or bad for good. If a substitution is made, both the original and the replacement become holy. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 22:19-20; Malachi 1:14; Deuteronomy 23:21

11 If the animal is unclean and not suitable for offering to the Lord, it must be brought to the priest. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:1-8; Deuteronomy 14:3-8; Leviticus 27:27

12 The priest will determine its value, whether good or bad, and that value will be final. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 27:8; Leviticus 27:14; Leviticus 5:15

13 If the owner wants to buy it back, they must add one-fifth to the value. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 27:15; Leviticus 27:19; Leviticus 5:16

3. Vows of Property or Fields

(Verses 14–25)

14 If someone dedicates a house to the Lord, the priest will determine its value. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 27:11-12; Joshua 6:19; Leviticus 5:15

15 If the person wants to buy it back, they must add a fifth to the value. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 27:13; Leviticus 27:19; Leviticus 5:16

16 If someone dedicates a portion of their field, the value is calculated based on the amount of seed required to plant it—50 silver shekels per homer of barley seed. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:15-16; Leviticus 27:23; Ruth 4:3-4

17 If the field is dedicated at the time of Jubilee, the full value stands. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:10; Leviticus 27:23-24; Leviticus 25:15

18 If it's after the Jubilee, the value is adjusted according to the years remaining until the next Jubilee. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:15-16; Leviticus 27:23; Leviticus 25:27

19 If the owner wants to redeem it, they must add a fifth to the value. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 27:13; Leviticus 27:15; Leviticus 25:24-25

20 But if the field is not redeemed or sold to someone else, it becomes permanently dedicated to the Lord at the Jubilee. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:23; Leviticus 27:21; Ruth 4:3-6

21 It becomes holy and the property of the priest. 

 Cross References: Numbers 18:14; Leviticus 27:28; Joshua 6:19

22 If the field was purchased rather than inherited, and it’s dedicated to the Lord, Cross References: Leviticus 25:25-28; Leviticus 27:16; Ruth 4:9-10

23 the priest will assess its value according to the time remaining until the next Jubilee, and the person must pay that amount on the day of dedication. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 27:17-18; Leviticus 25:27; Leviticus 27:9

24 In the Year of Jubilee, the field returns to the original owner. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:10; Leviticus 25:13; Leviticus 25:28

25 All these values must be calculated using the sanctuary shekel, which is twenty gerahs to a shekel. 

 Cross References: Exodus 30:13; Numbers 3:47; Ezekiel 45:12

4. Rules for Firstborn and Devoted Things

(Verses 26–29)

26 The firstborn of animals already belongs to the Lord and cannot be dedicated again, whether ox or sheep. 

 Cross References: Exodus 13:2; Exodus 13:12; Numbers 18:17

27 If the firstborn is an unclean animal, it can be bought back at the assessed value plus one-fifth, or it may be sold at that value. 

 Cross References: Exodus 13:13; Numbers 18:15; Leviticus 27:13

28 Anything specially devoted to the Lord—whether a person, animal, or land—becomes most holy and cannot be sold or bought back. 

 Cross References: Numbers 18:14; Joshua 6:19; 1 Samuel 15:3

29 Anyone set apart for destruction must not be ransomed; they must be put to death. 

 Cross References: Joshua 6:17-18; Joshua 7:1; 1 Samuel 15:3

5. Laws About Tithes

(Verses 30–33)

30 A tenth of all the produce of the land—grain or fruit—belongs to the Lord. It is holy to Him. 

 Cross References: Numbers 18:21; Deuteronomy 14:22; Malachi 3:10

31 If anyone wants to redeem any part of their tithe, they must add one-fifth to its value. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 27:13; Leviticus 27:19; Leviticus 5:16

32 Every tenth animal that passes under the shepherd’s rod belongs to the Lord. 

 Cross References: Numbers 18:21; 2 Chronicles 31:6; Ezekiel 20:37

33 No one may substitute one animal for another. If they try, both the original and the replacement become holy and cannot be redeemed. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 27:10; Malachi 1:8; Leviticus 22:20-21

6. Final Summary

(Verse 34)

34 These are the commands the Lord gave Moses for the Israelites on Mount Sinai. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:46; Exodus 24:3-4; Deuteronomy 5:1-3

Key Lessons from Leviticus 27

•  God Values Devotion Expressed in Vows – Regulations about dedicating people, animals, or property show that God takes vows seriously and expects faithfulness. 

•  All Belongs to the Lord – The ability to consecrate possessions reminded Israel that everything ultimately belongs to God. 

•  God Provides Standards for Redemption – Clear rules for redeeming what was vowed ensured fairness and integrity in fulfilling promises. 

•  Certain Things Are Most Holy to God – Items devoted to the Lord could not be redeemed, teaching that some offerings are fully and permanently His. 

•  The Tithe Belongs to God – A tenth of produce and livestock was holy to the Lord, reminding Israel to honor Him with the firstfruits of their increase. 

•  Worship Includes Stewardship – Giving tithes and fulfilling vows demonstrated that devotion to God extends to material possessions. 

•  God Desires Integrity in Promises – Careless vows dishonor Him, but faithful stewardship reflects His holiness. 

•  Christ Calls Believers to Total Devotion – In Him, all that we are and have belongs to God, fulfilled not in ritual vows but in wholehearted surrender (Romans 12:1). 

• To record the census and organization of Israel’s tribes. 

• To document Israel’s rebellion and God’s response. 

• To prepare the next generation to inherit the Promised Land. 

The major theme is faithfulness vs. faithlessness. Despite God's repeated miracles and provision, the people often doubted, complained, and rebelled. Yet, God's faithfulness and mercy persisted. 

 S

🏕️ tructure and Outline

The book is structured around two main censuses and three geographical locations: 1. Chapters 1–10: Preparation at Mount Sinai

2. Chapters 11–20: Wandering in the wilderness

3. Chapters 21–36: Final approach to the Promised Land in the plains of Moab  K

🔑 ey Themes and Lessons

• God's Holiness and Justice: Sin has consequences, especially for a people in covenant with a holy God. 

• Leadership: Moses, Aaron, and others display both successes and failures in spiritual leadership. 

• Obedience and Trust: Israel's journey is a spiritual mirror of our own walk with God—marked by choices between fear and faith. 

• God’s Covenant Faithfulness: Despite rebellion, God remains faithful to His promises and preserves a remnant. 

 K

📚 ey Verses

• Numbers 6:24–26 

• Numbers 14:22–23 

• Numbers 23:19 

 C

📖 hrist in Numbers

Jesus is foreshadowed in several ways:

• The Bronze Serpent (Num. 21:4–9) – Symbolic of Christ lifted up for our healing (John 3:14–

15). 

• The Rock that Gave Water – A type of Christ (1 Cor. 10:4). 

• The Nazirite Vow – Reflects Jesus' holiness and consecration. 

Application for Today

Believers today are also journeying toward a Promised Land—heaven. The Book of Numbers reminds us:

•  To walk by faith, not fear. 

•  To remember God’s past faithfulness. 

•  To honor God's holiness with obedience. 

•  That even in seasons of wilderness, God provides, guides, and prepares His people. The Book of Numbers is both a historical record and a spiritual roadmap, full of warning, instruction, and encouragement for all who seek to follow God through life’s deserts into His promises. 

Numbers 1 — The First Census of Israel (CSB)

1 The Lord spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the Tent of Meeting, on the first day of the second month in the second year after the Israelites came out of Egypt. 

 Cross References: Exodus 19:1; Exodus 25:22; Leviticus 1:1

2 “Count all the people of Israel by their clans and families, listing every man by name. 

 Cross References: Exodus 30:12; Exodus 38:26; 1 Chronicles 27:23

3 You and Aaron must count every man who is twenty years old or older and able to serve in the army.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:2; 1 Chronicles 27:23; 2 Chronicles 25:5

4 “One leader from each tribe is to help you with this task.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 34:18; Joshua 22:14; Numbers 1:16

5–15 These are the names of the men chosen from each tribe:

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 12:23; Numbers 13:4; Numbers 34:19

•  Reuben: Elizur son of Shedeur

•  Simeon: Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai

•  Judah: Nahshon son of Amminadab

•  Issachar: Nethanel son of Zuar

•  Zebulun: Eliab son of Helon

•  Ephraim: Elishama son of Ammihud

•  Manasseh: Gamaliel son of Pedahzur

•  Benjamin: Abidan son of Gideoni

•  Dan: Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai

•  Asher: Pagiel son of Ocran

•  Gad: Eliasaph son of Deuel

•  Naphtali: Ahira son of Enan

16 These twelve men were the leaders of the tribes of Israel, the heads of the clans. 

 Cross References: Exodus 18:21; Numbers 16:2; 1 Chronicles 27:16

17 Moses and Aaron gathered them together, 

 Cross References: Exodus 6:20; Numbers 26:9; 1 Chronicles 5:24

18 and on the first day of the second month, they assembled the whole community. The people declared their ancestry by family and listed their names, all the men twenty years old or older who could serve in the army. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 5:17; Ezra 2:59; Nehemiah 7:5

19 Moses recorded them just as the Lord had commanded him, while they were in the wilderness of Sinai. The Number of Men Ready for War by Tribe

 Cross References: Exodus 38:26; Numbers 26:4; Numbers 1:54

20–21 From the tribe of Reuben, the firstborn of Israel: 46,500 men Cross References: Genesis 46:8; 1 Chronicles 5:1; Numbers 26:5

22–23 From the tribe of Simeon: 59,300 men

 Cross References: Genesis 46:10; 1 Chronicles 4:24; Numbers 26:12

24–25 From the tribe of Gad: 45,650 men

 Cross References: Genesis 46:16; 1 Chronicles 5:11; Numbers 26:15

26–27 From the tribe of Judah: 74,600 men

 Cross References: Genesis 46:12; 1 Chronicles 2:3; Numbers 26:19

28–29 From the tribe of Issachar: 54,400 men

 Cross References: Genesis 46:13; 1 Chronicles 7:1; Numbers 26:23

30–31 From the tribe of Zebulun: 57,400 men

 Cross References: Genesis 46:14; 1 Chronicles 27:19; Numbers 26:26

32–33 From the tribe of Ephraim: 40,500 men

 Cross References: Genesis 48:1; Genesis 41:52; Numbers 26:28

34–35 From the tribe of Manasseh: 32,200 men

 Cross References: Genesis 41:51; Joshua 17:1; Numbers 26:29

36–37 From the tribe of Benjamin: 35,400 men

 Cross References: Genesis 46:21; 1 Chronicles 7:6; Numbers 26:38

38–39 From the tribe of Dan: 62,700 men

 Cross References: Genesis 46:23; 1 Chronicles 2:2; Numbers 26:42

40–41 From the tribe of Asher: 41,500 men

 Cross References: Genesis 46:17; 1 Chronicles 7:30; Numbers 26:44

42–43 From the tribe of Naphtali: 53,400 men

 Cross References: Genesis 46:24; 1 Chronicles 7:13; Numbers 26:48

44 These are the men whom Moses and Aaron counted, along with the twelve tribal leaders, each one representing his ancestral tribe. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:16; Numbers 26:64; Numbers 2:32

45–46 So the total number of men of Israel who were twenty years old or older and able to go to war was 603,550. The Levites Are Set Apart

 Cross References: Numbers 2:32; Numbers 26:51; Exodus 12:37

47 But the Levites were not included in this census. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:49; Numbers 2:33; Numbers 26:62

48 For the Lord had said to Moses, 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:6; Numbers 8:5; Numbers 18:6

49 “Do not count the tribe of Levi or include them among the other Israelites. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:62; Deuteronomy 10:9; Deuteronomy 18:1

50 Instead, appoint the Levites to be in charge of the Tabernacle of the Covenant, including all its furnishings and equipment. They are to carry the Tabernacle and all its items, take care of it, and camp around it. 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:25; Numbers 4:15; Numbers 18:3

51 When the Tabernacle is to move, the Levites will take it down. When it’s time to set it up, the Levites will put it up. Any outsider who comes near it must be put to death. 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:10; Numbers 3:38; Numbers 4:15

52 Each tribe of Israel must camp by its own banner, in its own camp, with its own family group. 

 Cross References: Numbers 2:2; Numbers 2:34; Numbers 10:14

53 But the Levites must camp around the Tabernacle of the Covenant so that My wrath does not come on the community of Israel. The Levites are responsible for the care of the Tabernacle.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 8:19; Numbers 16:46; Numbers 18:5

54 The Israelites did exactly what the Lord had commanded Moses. 

 Cross References: Numbers 2:34; Exodus 39:32; Exodus 39:42

Key Lessons from Numbers 1

•  God Is a God of Order – The census of Israel’s men for military service shows that God organizes His people with structure and purpose. 

•  God Prepares His People for Battle – Counting the men of fighting age reminds us that life in covenant with God includes spiritual warfare. 

•  Each Tribe Has Its Place – Listing the tribes individually shows that every family and person has a role in God’s plan. 

•  Leadership Is Appointed by God – Tribal leaders were named for oversight, teaching that God raises leaders to guide His people in unity. 

•  God’s Presence Defines His People – The Levites were exempted from the census because their duty was to guard the tabernacle, showing that God’s presence is central to Israel’s identity. 

•  Service Differs but Is Equally Valuable – Warriors and Levites had different callings, reminding us that every form of service matters in God’s kingdom. 

•  Christ Builds His Church in Order – Just as Israel was numbered and arranged, Jesus builds His church with structure, unity, and purpose (Ephesians 4:11–13). 

Numbers 2 (CSB) — The Camp Arrangement of Israel

1 The Lord Gives Instructions for Camping 1 The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, Cross References: Exodus 25:22; Numbers 1:1; Leviticus 1:1

2 “Each man must camp under the banner of his own family and tribe. They must set up their tents at a distance around the Tabernacle of the Covenant.” The Eastern Camp — Judah’s Division Cross References: Numbers 1:52; Numbers 10:14; Psalm 20:5

3 On the east side, toward the sunrise, the troops of Judah will camp under their flag. Their leader is Nahshon son of Amminadab. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:7; Numbers 7:12; 1 Chronicles 2:10

4 His division numbers 74,600 men. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:27; Numbers 26:22; Revelation 7:5

5 Next to him will camp the tribe of Issachar. Their leader is Nethanel son of Zuar. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:29; Genesis 49:14; 1 Chronicles 7:1

6 His division numbers 54,400 men. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:29; Numbers 26:25; 1 Chronicles 12:32

7 Then comes the tribe of Zebulun, whose leader is Eliab son of Helon. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:31; Genesis 49:13; Deuteronomy 33:18

8 His division numbers 57,400 men. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:31; Numbers 26:27; Judges 4:6

9 The total number in Judah’s camp is 186,400. These three tribes will set out first when Israel moves. The Southern Camp — Reuben’s Division

 Cross References: Numbers 10:14; Numbers 2:3; Judges 1:2

10 On the south side, the troops of Reuben will camp under their banner. Their leader is Elizur son of Shedeur. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:5; Numbers 7:30; 1 Chronicles 5:3

11 His division numbers 46,500 men. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:21; Numbers 26:7; Genesis 49:3

12 Next will be the tribe of Simeon, led by Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:6; Genesis 49:5; 1 Chronicles 4:24

13 His division numbers 59,300 men. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:23; Numbers 26:14; Joshua 19:1

14 Then comes the tribe of Gad, led by Eliasaph son of Reuel. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:14; Genesis 49:19; Deuteronomy 33:20

15 His division numbers 45,650 men. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:25; Numbers 26:18; 1 Chronicles 5:11

16 The total in Reuben’s camp is 151,450. They will set out second when the nation moves. The Center — The Levites and the Tabernacle

 Cross References: Numbers 10:18; Numbers 2:10; Numbers 1:21

17 Then the Levites, with the Tabernacle of the Covenant, will set out in the middle of the camps. 

Just as they camp, so they will travel—each tribe in position, under their own banner. The Western Camp — Ephraim’s Division

 Cross References: Numbers 10:17; Numbers 1:53; Deuteronomy 23:14

18 On the west side will be the camp of Ephraim under their flag. Their leader is Elishama son of Ammihud. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:10; 1 Chronicles 7:26; Genesis 48:20

19 His division numbers 40,500 men. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:33; Numbers 26:37; Genesis 41:52

20 Next will be the tribe of Manasseh, led by Gamaliel son of Pedahzur. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:10; Genesis 48:14; Joshua 17:1

21 His division numbers 32,200 men. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:35; Numbers 26:34; Genesis 41:51

22 Then the tribe of Benjamin, led by Abidan son of Gideoni. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:11; Genesis 49:27; 1 Chronicles 7:6

23 His division numbers 35,400 men. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:37; Numbers 26:41; Judges 20:16

24 The total in Ephraim’s camp is 108,100. They will travel third. The Northern Camp — Dan’s Division

 Cross References: Numbers 10:22; Numbers 2:18; Psalm 80:2

25 On the north side will be the camp of Dan under their flag. Their leader is Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:12; Genesis 49:16; Judges 18:1

26 His division numbers 62,700 men. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:39; Numbers 26:43; Judges 18:11

27 Next is the tribe of Asher, led by Pagiel son of Ocran. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:13; Genesis 49:20; Deuteronomy 33:24

28 His division numbers 41,500 men. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:41; Numbers 26:47; 1 Chronicles 7:40

29 Then the tribe of Naphtali, led by Ahira son of Enan. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:15; Genesis 49:21; Deuteronomy 33:23

30 His division numbers 53,400 men. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:43; Numbers 26:50; Judges 4:6

31 The total in Dan’s camp is 157,600. They will set out last, under their banners. Total Israelite Army and the Levites’ Exclusion

 Cross References: Numbers 10:25; Numbers 2:25; Judges 5:17

32 These were the Israelites counted by family—603,550 men in total, all fit for battle. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:46; Numbers 26:51; Exodus 12:37

33 But the Levites were not included, just as the Lord had instructed Moses, Cross References: Numbers 1:47; Numbers 26:62; Deuteronomy 10:8

34 And the Israelites did everything the Lord commanded Moses. They camped under their tribal banners and marched out in the same way, each by their family group. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:54; Exodus 39:32; Numbers 9:23

Key Lessons from Numbers 2

•  God Arranges His People Around His Presence – The tribes camped in formation around the tabernacle, showing that God must be at the center of His people’s lives. 

•  Order Reflects God’s Holiness – Each tribe had a specific position, reminding Israel that obedience and structure reflect God’s character. 

•  Unity Comes Through God’s Design – Though each tribe had its own banner and leader, together they formed one nation under God’s direction. 

•  Leadership Provides Stability – The appointment of tribal leaders for each camp ensured guidance, accountability, and order among the people. 

•  God Balances Identity and Community – Each tribe retained its distinct identity while contributing to the whole, teaching that individuality and unity can coexist in God’s plan. 

•  God’s Presence Guides Their Journey – The tabernacle was the focal point for movement, reminding Israel that God’s presence determined when and where they traveled. 

•  Christ Is the True Center of God’s People – Just as Israel camped around the tabernacle, the church is centered on Christ, who unites and leads His people. 

Numbers 3 (CSB) — The Levites Set Apart

1. The Priestly Family of Aaron and His Sons

1 These are the family records of Aaron and Moses on the day the Lord spoke to Moses at Mount Sinai. 

 Cross References: Exodus 6:20; Exodus 28:1; 1 Chronicles 6:3

2 The sons of Aaron were: Nadab the firstborn, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 

 Cross References: Exodus 6:23; 1 Chronicles 6:3; 1 Chronicles 24:1

3 These were the names of Aaron’s sons, the anointed priests, who were ordained to serve as priests. 

 Cross References: Exodus 28:41; Exodus 29:9; Leviticus 8:12

4 But Nadab and Abihu died before the Lord when they offered unauthorized fire in the wilderness of Sinai. They had no children. So Eleazar and Ithamar served as priests under the supervision of their father Aaron. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 10:1; Numbers 26:61; 1 Chronicles 24:2

2. The Levites Assigned to Help Aaron

5 The Lord said to Moses, 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:22; Leviticus 1:1; Numbers 1:1

6 “Bring the tribe of Levi near and present them to Aaron the priest to assist him. 

 Cross References: Numbers 8:6; Numbers 18:2; Deuteronomy 10:8

7 They are to carry out duties for him and the entire community at the Tent of Meeting by doing the work of the tabernacle. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:53; Numbers 18:3; 1 Chronicles 23:32

8 They are responsible for all the furnishings of the Tent of Meeting and for carrying out their duties on behalf of the Israelites in the service of the tabernacle. 

 Cross References: Numbers 18:3; Numbers 4:15; 1 Chronicles 23:32

9 Give the Levites to Aaron and his sons; they are completely given to him from among the Israelites. 

 Cross References: Numbers 8:19; Numbers 18:6; Deuteronomy 33:8

10 Appoint Aaron and his sons to serve as priests, and anyone else who comes near must be put to death.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:51; Numbers 18:7; Numbers 16:40

3. The Levites Taken Instead of the Firstborn

11 The Lord also said to Moses, 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:22; Leviticus 1:1; Numbers 4:1

12 “I have taken the Levites from among the Israelites instead of the firstborn sons from every Israelite woman. The Levites belong to Me. 

 Cross References: Numbers 8:16; Exodus 13:2; Exodus 13:12

13 Every firstborn male is Mine. When I struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, I set apart for Myself every firstborn in Israel—both man and animal. They are Mine. I am the Lord.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 13:2; Exodus 13:15; Exodus 22:29

4. The Census of the Levites

14 The Lord spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, saying, Cross References: Exodus 19:1; Numbers 1:1; Leviticus 27:34

15 “Count the sons of Levi by their families and their clans. Count every male a month old or older.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:22; Numbers 3:28; Numbers 3:34

16 So Moses counted them as the Lord commanded. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:19; Numbers 26:2; Exodus 38:21

17 These were Levi’s sons by name: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 

 Cross References: Genesis 46:11; Exodus 6:16; 1 Chronicles 6:1

18 The sons of Gershon were Libni and Shimei. 

 Cross References: Exodus 6:17; 1 Chronicles 6:17; 1 Chronicles 23:7

19 The sons of Kohath were Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel. 

 Cross References: Exodus 6:18; 1 Chronicles 6:2; 1 Chronicles 23:12

20 The sons of Merari were Mahli and Mushi. These were the clans of the Levites by their fathers. 

 Cross References: Exodus 6:19; 1 Chronicles 6:19; 1 Chronicles 23:21

5. The Clan of Gershon

21 From Gershon came the clans of the Libnites and the Shimeites. 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:18; Numbers 4:24; 1 Chronicles 23:7

22 All the males one month old and older numbered 7,500. 

 Cross References: Numbers 4:22; 1 Chronicles 23:8; Numbers 26:57

23 The Gershonites were to camp on the west side of the tabernacle. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:53; Numbers 3:38; Joshua 21:6

24 The leader of the Gershonite families was Eliasaph son of Lael. 

 Cross References: Numbers 4:24; Numbers 7:24; Numbers 10:17

25 Their duties at the Tent of Meeting included: – the tabernacle itself, – the tent covering, – the curtain at the entrance, –

 Cross References: Numbers 4:24; Exodus 26:1; Exodus 36:8

26 the hangings of the courtyard, – the curtain at the courtyard gate, – the ropes for the tent, – and all the work connected with these things. 

 Cross References: Exodus 27:9; Exodus 38:9; Exodus 35:17

6. The Clan of Kohath

27 From Kohath came the clans of the Amramites, Izharites, Hebronites, and Uzzielites. 

 Cross References: Exodus 6:18; 1 Chronicles 6:2; 1 Chronicles 23:12

28 All the males one month old and older numbered 8,600. They were responsible for the sanctuary. 

 Cross References: Numbers 4:2; Numbers 4:36; 1 Chronicles 23:12

29 The Kohathites were to camp on the south side of the tabernacle. 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:35; Numbers 4:15; Numbers 10:21

30 Their leader was Elizaphan son of Uzziel. 

 Cross References: Exodus 6:22; Leviticus 10:4; Numbers 4:34

31 Their responsibilities included: – the Ark, – the table, – the lampstand, – the altars, – the utensils of the sanctuary, – the curtain, – and everything used in their service. 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:10; Exodus 37:1; Numbers 4:4

32 Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, had authority over the leaders of the Levites and oversaw those responsible for the sanctuary. 

 Cross References: Numbers 4:16; Numbers 20:25; Numbers 3:4

7. The Clan of Merari

33 From Merari came the clans of the Mahlites and Mushites. 

 Cross References: Exodus 6:19; 1 Chronicles 6:19; 1 Chronicles 23:21

34 All the males one month old and older numbered 6,200. 

 Cross References: Numbers 4:44; Numbers 26:57; 1 Chronicles 23:21

35 Their leader was Zuriel son of Abihail. They camped on the north side of the tabernacle. 

 Cross References: Numbers 4:29; Numbers 10:25; Numbers 2:25

36 Their duties included: – the frames of the tabernacle, – its crossbars, posts, bases, – and all its equipment. 

 Cross References: Exodus 26:15; Exodus 36:20; Numbers 4:31

37 Also the courtyard posts, bases, tent pegs, and ropes. 

 Cross References: Exodus 27:17; Exodus 38:20; Exodus 35:18

8. Moses, Aaron, and the Priests’ Position

38 Moses, Aaron, and his sons were to camp to the east, in front of the tabernacle entrance. They were responsible for the sanctuary on behalf of the Israelites. Anyone unauthorized who came near was to be put to death. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:51; Numbers 2:3; Numbers 3:10

9. Total Number of Levites

39 The total number of Levite males one month old and older that Moses and Aaron counted at the Lord’s command was 22,000. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:62; Numbers 3:15; 1 Chronicles 23:3

10. Firstborn of Israel to Be Redeemed

40 The Lord said to Moses, “Count all the firstborn Israelite males one month old and older, and make a list of their names. 

 Cross References: Exodus 13:2; Exodus 13:12; Exodus 22:29

41 Take the Levites for Me—I am the Lord—in place of the firstborn among the Israelites, and take the livestock of the Levites in place of their livestock.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 8:16; Exodus 13:13; Leviticus 27:26

42 So Moses counted all the firstborn Israelites, as the Lord commanded. 

 Cross References: Exodus 13:2; Numbers 3:39; Numbers 3:15

43 The total number of firstborn males one month old and older was 22,273. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:29; Exodus 13:15; Numbers 3:46

11. Redemption for the Excess Firstborn

44 The Lord spoke to Moses again:

 Cross References: Exodus 25:22; Leviticus 1:1; Numbers 1:1

45 “Take the Levites in place of all the firstborn among the Israelites, and take the livestock of the Levites in place of their livestock. The Levites are Mine—I am the Lord. 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:12; Numbers 8:14; Exodus 13:2

46 For the 273 more firstborn Israelites than Levites, Cross References: Numbers 18:15; Exodus 13:13; Leviticus 27:6

47 collect five shekels for each one. Use the sanctuary shekel (20 gerahs to a shekel). 

 Cross References: Exodus 30:13; Leviticus 27:25; Numbers 18:16

48 Give the redemption money to Aaron and his sons.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 18:15; Exodus 30:16; Numbers 3:51

49 So Moses collected the redemption money from those who exceeded the number of Levites. 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:46; Exodus 30:16; Numbers 18:15

50 From the firstborn Israelites, he collected 1,365 shekels by the sanctuary standard. 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:46; Numbers 18:16; Exodus 13:13

51 He gave the money to Aaron and his sons, just as the Lord commanded. 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:16; Exodus 39:32; Numbers 4:37

Key Lessons from Numbers 3

•  God Calls and Sets Apart the Levites – The Levites were chosen in place of Israel’s firstborn to serve in the tabernacle, showing God’s right to appoint His servants. 

•  Service Is a Sacred Trust – The Levites’ duties in caring for the tabernacle remind us that ministry is a holy responsibility, not a casual task. 

•  God Protects His People Through Order – Assigning the Levites to guard the tabernacle ensured that Israel would not incur judgment by approaching God carelessly. 

•  Each Family Has Its Appointed Role – The Levite clans (Gershonites, Kohathites, and Merarites) had specific tasks, showing that God assigns different roles within His people. 

•  God Provides for His Servants – The Levites were given to Aaron and his sons for service, teaching that God sustains His ministers through His provision. 

•  Redemption Belongs to the Lord – The redemption of Israel’s firstborn with silver highlighted God’s claim on every life. 

•  Christ Is Our Perfect Mediator – Just as the Levites stood in for Israel, Jesus stands in our place as the ultimate substitute and High Priest. 

Numbers 4 (CSB) — Duties of the Levite Clans

1. Duties of the Kohathites Regarding the Most Holy Things 1 The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron:

 Cross References: Exodus 25:22; Numbers 1:1; Leviticus 1:1

2 “Count the Kohathite branch of the Levites by their families and clans. 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:27; Numbers 3:19; 1 Chronicles 23:12

3 Include all men from thirty to fifty years old who are qualified to serve in the work at the Tent of Meeting. 

 Cross References: Numbers 8:24; 1 Chronicles 23:3; 1 Chronicles 23:24

4 This is the duty of the Kohathites regarding the most holy things: Cross References: Numbers 3:31; Numbers 7:9; 1 Chronicles 15:2

5 When it’s time to move the camp, Aaron and his sons must go in and take down the veil that separates the Holy Place and cover the Ark of the Testimony with it. 

 Cross References: Exodus 26:31; Exodus 40:21; 2 Chronicles 5:7

6 Then they are to cover it with fine leather and spread a solid blue cloth over that, and insert the carrying poles. 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:13; Exodus 25:12; Exodus 37:5

7 They are to spread a blue cloth over the table of the Bread of the Presence, and put on it the plates, dishes, bowls, and jars for the drink offerings. The bread of the Presence is to remain on it. 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:29; Leviticus 24:5; Exodus 37:16

8 They shall spread over them a cloth of scarlet, cover it with fine leather, and insert its poles. 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:28; Exodus 37:14; 1 Kings 8:8

9 Then they are to take a blue cloth and cover the lampstand for light, along with its lamps, wick trimmers, trays, and oil containers. 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:31; Exodus 37:17; Leviticus 24:2

10 They must place it with all its accessories in fine leather and put it on a carrying frame. 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:31; Exodus 40:24; Numbers 3:31

11 Over the golden altar, they shall spread a blue cloth and cover it with fine leather, and insert its poles. 

 Cross References: Exodus 30:1; Exodus 37:25; Exodus 40:26

12 They are to take all the utensils used for ministering in the sanctuary, wrap them in blue cloth, cover them with leather, and place them on a frame. 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:9; Exodus 39:36; Numbers 7:9

13 After they remove the ashes from the bronze altar, they must spread a purple cloth over it. 

 Cross References: Exodus 27:1; Leviticus 6:10; Exodus 38:1

14 Then they shall place on it all the utensils used with the altar: firepans, forks, shovels, basins—

everything used in its service. They are to spread a leather covering over it and insert its poles. 

 Cross References: Exodus 27:3; Exodus 38:3; 1 Kings 7:45

15 After Aaron and his sons finish covering the sanctuary and all its furnishings, the Kohathites are to come and carry them, but they must not touch any of the holy things, or they will die. These are the responsibilities of the Kohathites at the Tent of Meeting. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 6:6; 1 Chronicles 15:13; Numbers 4:20

2. Eleazar’s Oversight Duties

16 Eleazar son of Aaron the priest will be in charge of: – the oil for the lampstand, – the fragrant incense, – the regular grain offering, – the anointing oil, – and the entire tabernacle, including everything in it—its furnishings and holy articles. 

 Cross References: Exodus 30:34; Exodus 27:20; Leviticus 24:2

3. Protecting the Kohathites from Death

17 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron:

 Cross References: Exodus 25:22; Numbers 1:1; Leviticus 1:1

18 “Do not let the tribe of the Kohathite clans be cut off from among the Levites. 

 Cross References: Numbers 4:15; Numbers 4:20; 1 Samuel 6:19

19 Do this for them so that they may live and not die when they approach the most holy things: Aaron and his sons shall go in and assign each man to his specific task and what he is to carry. 

 Cross References: Numbers 4:15; Leviticus 16:2; 2 Samuel 6:6

20 But the Kohathites must not go in to look at the holy things, even for a moment—or they will die.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 6:19; Exodus 19:21; Numbers 4:15

4. Duties of the Gershonites

21 The Lord said to Moses:

 Cross References: Exodus 25:22; Leviticus 1:1; Numbers 1:1

22 “Count the Gershonites by their families and clans. 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:21; 1 Chronicles 23:7; Numbers 26:57

23 Include every man thirty to fifty years old who is qualified to serve in the Tent of Meeting. 

 Cross References: Numbers 4:3; 1 Chronicles 23:3; 1 Chronicles 23:24

24 This is their duty in carrying and serving:

 Cross References: Numbers 3:25; Numbers 4:25; 1 Chronicles 15:15

25 They are to carry the curtains of the tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting, its covering, the outer covering made of fine leather, and the curtain at the entrance of the Tent. 

 Cross References: Exodus 26:1; Exodus 36:8; Numbers 3:25

26 Also, the curtains of the courtyard, the curtain at the courtyard gate that surrounds the tabernacle and altar, the ropes, and all the tools for their service. They must carry out everything that needs to be done with these items. 

 Cross References: Exodus 27:9; Exodus 38:9; Numbers 3:26

27 Aaron and his sons will direct all the service of the Gershonites—what each one is to carry. 

 Cross References: Numbers 4:19; Numbers 3:9; 1 Chronicles 6:48

28 These are the responsibilities of the Gershonite families at the Tent of Meeting, and their work will be supervised by Ithamar son of Aaron the priest. 

 Cross References: Numbers 4:33; Exodus 38:21; Numbers 7:8

5. Duties of the Merarites

29 “Count the Merarites by their families and clans. 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:33; 1 Chronicles 23:21; Numbers 26:57

30 Count all the men thirty to fifty years old who are qualified to work in the Tent of Meeting. 

 Cross References: Numbers 4:3; Numbers 4:23; 1 Chronicles 23:3

31 This is what they are responsible to carry: – the frames of the tabernacle, – its crossbars, posts, and bases, 

 Cross References: Exodus 26:15; Exodus 36:20; Numbers 3:36

32 along with the posts of the courtyard, their bases, tent pegs, ropes, and all the equipment related to them. Assign each item by name and make sure they are accounted for. 

 Cross References: Exodus 27:17; Exodus 38:20; Numbers 3:37

33 This is the work of the Merarite families at the Tent of Meeting, and it will be under the supervision of Ithamar son of Aaron the priest.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 4:28; Exodus 38:21; Numbers 7:8

6. Census of the Levite Clans

34 Moses, Aaron, and the leaders of the community counted the Kohathites by families and clans. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:17; Numbers 3:27; Numbers 26:57

35 Every man thirty to fifty years old who could serve at the Tent of Meeting was counted. 

 Cross References: Numbers 4:3; Numbers 4:23; 1 Chronicles 23:3

36 There were 2,750 Kohathites qualified for service. 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:28; Numbers 4:2; 1 Chronicles 23:12

37 These are the ones counted from the Kohathite families, according to the Lord’s command through Moses. 

 Cross References: Numbers 4:34; Numbers 4:41; Numbers 4:49

38 The Gershonites were also counted by their families and clans. 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:21; 1 Chronicles 23:7; Numbers 4:24

39 All the men thirty to fifty years old who could serve at the Tent of Meeting totaled 2,630. 

 Cross References: Numbers 4:23; Numbers 4:3; 1 Chronicles 23:24

40 These were the ones counted from the Gershonite families, as the Lord had commanded. 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:22; Numbers 4:22; 1 Chronicles 23:11

42 The Merarites were counted by their families and clans. 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:33; 1 Chronicles 23:21; Numbers 4:29

43 All the men thirty to fifty years old who could serve at the Tent of Meeting numbered 3,200. 

 Cross References: Numbers 4:3; Numbers 4:23; Numbers 4:30

45 These are the ones counted from the Merarite families, as the Lord had commanded through Moses. 

 Cross References: Numbers 4:29; Numbers 4:33; Numbers 4:49

7. Total Number of Working Levites

46 So Moses, Aaron, and the leaders of Israel counted all the Levites by families and clans, Cross References: Numbers 1:17; Numbers 3:39; Numbers 26:62

47 from thirty to fifty years old, all who were qualified for the work of ministry and carrying at the Tent of Meeting. 

 Cross References: Numbers 4:3; Numbers 8:24; 1 Chronicles 23:24

48 The total number was 8,580 men. 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:39; Numbers 4:36; Numbers 4:40

49 They were counted as the Lord commanded Moses. Each man was assigned his work and what he was to carry. They were registered by Moses, just as the Lord had instructed. 

 Cross References: Numbers 4:19; Numbers 4:27; Exodus 39:42

Key Lessons from Numbers 4

•  God Assigns Specific Duties in Worship – Each clan of Levites (Kohathites, Gershonites, and Merarites) received detailed responsibilities, showing that God values order in service. 

•  Holiness Requires Careful Handling – The sacred furnishings had to be covered and carried properly, reminding us that God’s presence must be treated with reverence. 

•  Service Is Appointed by God – Only men aged 30–50 were to serve, teaching that God determines the timing and qualifications for ministry. 

•  Every Task Matters in God’s Work – Whether carrying curtains, frames, or holy vessels, each responsibility was essential, showing that no service is insignificant. 

•  God Protects His Servants Through Order – The priests prepared the holy items before the Levites carried them, ensuring that no one approached God carelessly. 

•  Accountability Is Required in Ministry – Moses, Aaron, and the leaders numbered and assigned duties, teaching that faithful service requires oversight and responsibility. 

•  Christ Fulfills the Role of Perfect Service – Jesus carried our sins and completed the work of redemption, perfectly obeying the Father’s will in every detail. 

Numbers 5 (CSB) – Purity, Restitution, and the Law of Jealousy 1. Removing Impurity from the Camp

(Verses 1–4)

1 The Lord said to Moses, 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:22; Leviticus 1:1; Numbers 1:1

2 “Command the Israelites to send away from the camp anyone who has a skin disease, a discharge, or who has become unclean because of contact with a dead body. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 13:46; Leviticus 15:2; Leviticus 21:1

3 Whether male or female, send them outside the camp so they don’t defile the camp where I live among them.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 15:31; Deuteronomy 23:14; 2 Chronicles 26:21

4 The Israelites obeyed and sent them outside the camp. They did exactly as the Lord commanded Moses. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 13:46; 2 Kings 7:3; 2 Chronicles 26:21

2. Confession and Restitution for Sin

(Verses 5–10)

5 The Lord said to Moses, 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:22; Leviticus 1:1; Numbers 1:1

6 “Tell the Israelites: If a man or woman commits a sin against another person, acting unfaithfully toward the Lord, that person is guilty. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 6:2; Leviticus 5:15; Leviticus 19:11

7 They must confess the sin they’ve committed. Then they must repay what they owe, plus an additional 20 percent, and give it to the person they wronged. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 6:5; Leviticus 5:16; Luke 19:8

8 But if the person they wronged has no close relative to receive the repayment, it must go to the Lord for the priest, along with a ram for atonement. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 5:16; Leviticus 6:6; Numbers 18:9

9 All the sacred contributions the Israelites bring to a priest will belong to him. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 7:6; Numbers 18:8; Numbers 18:19

10 Each person’s sacred gift is his own to give, but once given to the priest, it belongs to the priest.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 22:14; Numbers 18:9; Leviticus 27:9

3. The Test for an Unfaithful Wife (Law of Jealousy)

(Verses 11–31)

11 The Lord also said to Moses, 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:22; Leviticus 1:1; Numbers 1:1

12 “Speak to the Israelites and tell them: If a man’s wife is unfaithful to him, Cross References: Leviticus 20:10; Deuteronomy 22:22; Proverbs 6:32

13 and has sexual relations with another man secretly—though there are no witnesses and she wasn’t caught—

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 22:22; Leviticus 20:10; John 8:4

14 and if the spirit of jealousy comes over her husband, whether she is guilty or not, Cross References: Proverbs 6:34; Song of Solomon 8:6; Hosea 2:2

15 he must bring her to the priest. He must also bring an offering: two quarts of barley flour with no oil or incense, because it is a grain offering for jealousy—a reminder-offering to expose guilt. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 5:11; Leviticus 2:1; Hosea 3:2

16 The priest will have the woman stand before the Lord. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 15:14; Deuteronomy 19:17; Exodus 22:8

17 He will put holy water in a clay jar, take some dust from the tabernacle floor, and mix it with the water. 

 Cross References: John 8:6; Leviticus 14:5; Numbers 19:17

18 The priest will have the woman stand with her head uncovered and place the jealousy offering in her hands, while he holds the bitter water that brings a curse. 

 Cross References: Numbers 5:24; 1 Corinthians 11:5; Deuteronomy 29:19

19 Then the priest will make her take an oath: “If no man has slept with you, and you have not been unfaithful to your husband, this bitter water that brings a curse will not harm you. 

 Cross References: Numbers 5:28; Exodus 22:11; 1 Kings 8:31

20 But if you have been unfaithful and slept with another man, Cross References: Leviticus 20:10; Ezekiel 16:32; Jeremiah 3:1

21 then may the Lord make you a curse among your people—your belly will swell and your womb will shrivel. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:37; Jeremiah 29:22; Genesis 24:41

22 This water that brings a curse will enter your body, make your belly swell, and your womb waste away.” The woman must say, “Amen. Amen.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 27:15; Nehemiah 5:13; Psalm 109:18

23 The priest will write these curses on a scroll and wash them off into the bitter water. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 29:20; Revelation 3:5; Exodus 32:32

24 He will have the woman drink the bitter water that brings a curse—it will enter her body and cause bitterness. 

 Cross References: Numbers 5:18; Numbers 5:27; Jeremiah 9:15

25 Then the priest will take the grain offering from her hands, wave it before the Lord, and bring it to the altar. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:11; Exodus 29:24; Leviticus 7:30

26 He will take a handful of the offering as a memorial portion and burn it on the altar. After that, he will make the woman drink the water. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 2:2; Leviticus 5:12; Numbers 5:24

27 If she has been unfaithful, the water will bring a curse: her belly will swell, her womb will waste away, and she will become cursed among her people. 

 Cross References: Numbers 5:21; Deuteronomy 28:37; Hosea 4:14

28 But if she is innocent and has not been defiled, she will be free and able to have children. 

 Cross References: Genesis 30:22; Luke 1:25; Genesis 21:1

29 This is the law regarding jealousy: when a woman is suspected of being unfaithful to her husband, Cross References: Numbers 5:12; Deuteronomy 22:22; Proverbs 6:32

30 or when a man becomes jealous and brings his wife to the priest, the priest must apply this entire law to her. 

 Cross References: Numbers 5:14; Proverbs 27:4; Song of Solomon 8:6

31 The husband will be free from guilt, but the woman will bear the consequences of her sin. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 18:20; Deuteronomy 24:16; Galatians 6:5

Key Lessons from Numbers 5

•  God Calls His People to Purity – The removal of the unclean from the camp showed that holiness and purity were essential for God’s presence to dwell among His people. 

•  Sin Requires Restitution – Confessing sins and repaying wrongs with an additional fifth highlighted that true repentance involves both confession and restoration. 

•  God Protects Marriage and Faithfulness – The law of jealousy underscored the seriousness of marital faithfulness and God’s concern for justice in hidden matters. 

•  God Sees What Is Hidden – The ritual for suspected adultery revealed that nothing is secret before the Lord, who knows the heart and judges righteously. 

•  Holiness Extends to Community Life – These regulations maintained purity not only in worship but also in relationships, showing that holiness is practical. 

•  God Guards His People From Defilement – By addressing uncleanness and unfaithfulness, God preserved the integrity and unity of His covenant people. 

•  Christ Cleanses and Restores Fully – Jesus removes sin, heals brokenness, and restores fellowship with God and one another beyond what rituals could achieve. 

Numbers 6 (CSB) – The Nazarite Vow and the Priestly Blessing 1. Instructions About the Nazarite Vow

(Verses 1–8)

1 The Lord spoke to Moses:

 Cross References: Exodus 25:22; Leviticus 1:1; Numbers 1:1

2 “Tell the Israelites: If a man or woman wants to make a special vow to separate themselves to the Lord as a Nazarite, 

 Cross References: Judges 13:5; 1 Samuel 1:11; Amos 2:11

3 they must avoid wine and all alcoholic drinks. They must not drink vinegar made from wine or any strong drink. They may not drink grape juice or eat grapes, fresh or dried. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 10:9; Judges 13:4; Luke 1:15

4 During the entire time of their vow, they must not eat anything that comes from the grapevine—not even the seeds or the skin. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 23:24; Judges 13:14; Numbers 6:3

5 While under the vow, they must not cut their hair. They must be holy until the time of their separation to the Lord is fulfilled, and must let their hair grow long. 

 Cross References: Judges 13:5; Judges 16:17; 1 Samuel 1:11

6 They must not go near a dead body throughout the days of their dedication to the Lord, Cross References: Leviticus 21:11; Ezekiel 44:25; Numbers 19:11

7 not even for their father, mother, brother, or sister. If they die, they must not make themselves unclean, because they are set apart to God. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 21:11; Ezekiel 44:20; Luke 14:26

8 For the entire time of the vow, they are holy to the Lord. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 20:26; 1 Peter 1:16; Romans 12:1

2. What to Do if the Vow Is Broken by Accident

(Verses 9–12)

9 If someone dies suddenly near a Nazarite and defiles their consecrated head, they must shave their head on the seventh day—the day of their purification. 

 Cross References: Numbers 19:11; Leviticus 14:8; Acts 21:24

10 On the eighth day, they must bring two turtledoves or two young pigeons to the priest at the entrance of the Tabernacle. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 12:8; Leviticus 15:14; Luke 2:24

11 The priest will offer one as a sin offering and the other as a burnt offering. He will make atonement for the Nazarite who became unclean by being near a dead person. That same day, the Nazarite must rededicate their head. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 5:7; Leviticus 4:20; Leviticus 14:19

12 They must start over and keep the vow for the full number of days. They must also bring a one-year- old lamb as a guilt offering. The previous days do not count because the vow was defiled. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 5:6; Leviticus 6:6; Numbers 6:5

3. Completion of the Nazarite Vow

(Verses 13–20)

13 “When the time of the Nazarite’s vow is completed, they must be brought to the entrance of the Tabernacle. 

 Cross References: Acts 21:26; Acts 18:18; Numbers 6:2

14 They must offer these sacrifices to the Lord: one unblemished one-year-old male lamb for a burnt offering, one unblemished one-year-old female lamb for a sin offering, one unblemished ram for a peace offering, 

 Cross References: Leviticus 1:10; Leviticus 4:32; Leviticus 3:6

15 along with a basket of unleavened bread—cakes of fine flour mixed with oil and wafers spread with oil—and the appropriate grain and drink offerings. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 2:4; Exodus 29:2; Numbers 15:5

16 The priest will present these before the Lord and offer the sin offering and the burnt offering. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 4:20; Leviticus 1:9; Leviticus 9:15

17 He will also offer the ram as a peace offering with the basket of unleavened bread, and present the grain and drink offerings. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 3:1; Leviticus 7:11; Numbers 15:10

18 Then the Nazarite must shave their head at the entrance to the Tabernacle. The hair is to be placed in the fire under the peace offering. 

 Cross References: Acts 21:24; Acts 18:18; Leviticus 14:9

19 After that, the priest will take the cooked shoulder of the ram, one unleavened cake, and one unleavened wafer, and place them in the Nazarite’s hands. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 7:32; Exodus 29:23; Leviticus 8:27

20 The priest will then wave them before the Lord as a wave offering. These are holy and belong to the priest, along with the breast and the thigh. After this, the Nazarite may drink wine again. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 7:34; Exodus 29:27; Leviticus 10:14

4. Summary of the Nazarite Law

(Verse 21)

21 This is the law for the Nazarite who has made a vow to the Lord. These are the offerings required, in addition to anything else they can afford. They must fulfill everything according to the vow they made. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 23:21; Ecclesiastes 5:4; Leviticus 27:2

5. The Priestly Blessing

(Verses 22–27)

22 Then the Lord said to Moses, 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:22; Leviticus 1:1; Numbers 1:1

23 “Tell Aaron and his sons to bless the people of Israel with this special blessing: Cross References: Deuteronomy 21:5; 1 Chronicles 23:13; 2 Chronicles 30:27

24 ‘May the Lord bless you and protect you. 

 Cross References: Psalm 121:7; Psalm 67:1; John 17:11

25 May the Lord smile on you and be gracious to you. 

 Cross References: Psalm 31:16; Psalm 80:3; Psalm 4:6

26 May the Lord show you His favor and give you peace.’

 Cross References: Psalm 29:11; Isaiah 26:12; John 14:27

27 In this way they will place My name upon the people of Israel, and I will bless them.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:10; Jeremiah 14:9; Acts 4:12

Key Lessons from Numbers 6

•  God Provides the Nazirite Vow for Devotion – The Nazirite vow allowed men and women to dedicate themselves wholly to the Lord for a set time. 

•  Holiness Requires Separation – Abstaining from wine, avoiding defilement from death, and letting hair grow symbolized separation for God’s purposes. 

•  Commitments to God Must Be Kept – The careful regulations for completing or breaking the vow show that promises made to God must be honored. 

•  Atonement Covers Human Weakness – If a Nazirite vow was broken, sacrifices were required, showing that even devotion cannot remove the need for God’s forgiveness. 

•  God Blesses His People Through Priestly Intercession – The Aaronic blessing (“The Lord bless you and keep you…”) reveals God’s desire to pour out His favor, presence, and peace. 

•  Holiness Is Both Personal and Communal – While the vow was individual, the priestly blessing extended to all Israel, showing that God’s holiness shapes the whole community. 

•  Christ Is the Fulfillment of Full Devotion – Jesus perfectly embodied holiness and separation unto God, and through Him we receive the fullness of God’s blessing. 

Numbers 7 (CSB) – Offerings for the Tabernacle

1. Dedication of the Tabernacle and Gifts from the Leaders (Verses 1–9)

1 On the day Moses had finished setting up the Tabernacle, he anointed and consecrated it and all its furnishings, including the altar and its utensils. 

 Cross References: Exodus 40:9; Leviticus 8:10; Exodus 40:17

2 Then the leaders of Israel—the heads of their ancestral tribes who were over those numbered in the census—brought their offerings. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:16; Numbers 1:4; Exodus 35:27

3 They came with six covered wagons and twelve oxen—one ox from each leader and a wagon for every two leaders—and they presented them before the Tabernacle. 

 Cross References: Numbers 7:6; Numbers 4:24; 1 Chronicles 26:26

4 The Lord said to Moses, 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:22; Leviticus 1:1; Numbers 1:1

5 “Accept these from them to use in the service of the Tabernacle, and distribute them to the Levites based on the work they are responsible for.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 4:24; Numbers 3:25; Numbers 8:11

6 So Moses accepted the wagons and oxen and gave them to the Levites. 

 Cross References: Numbers 7:3; Numbers 4:25; Numbers 3:26

7 He gave two wagons and four oxen to the Gershonites, 

 Cross References: Numbers 4:24; Numbers 3:25; Numbers 4:28

8 and four wagons and eight oxen to the Merarites, under the supervision of Ithamar, the son of Aaron the priest. 

 Cross References: Numbers 4:31; Numbers 3:36; Numbers 4:33

9 But he gave none to the Kohathites because their duty was to carry the holy things on their shoulders. 

 Cross References: Numbers 4:15; Numbers 4:19; 1 Chronicles 15:15

2. Twelve-Day Dedication of the Altar by the Tribal Leaders (Verses 10–83)

10 The leaders brought offerings for the dedication of the altar on the day it was anointed. Each leader brought their gift one day at a time. 

 Cross References: Numbers 7:1; Leviticus 8:11; Ezra 6:16

11 The Lord told Moses, “Let each leader bring their offering on a separate day.” Day 1 – Nahshon of Judah

 Cross References: Numbers 7:2; Exodus 29:36; Leviticus 8:15

(Verses 12–17)

Nahshon son of Amminadab presented:

•  1 silver dish (130 shekels), 1 silver bowl (70 shekels), both filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering

•  1 gold spoon (10 shekels) full of incense

•  1 young bull, 1 ram, 1 one-year-old male lamb for a burnt offering

•  1 male goat for a sin offering

•  2 oxen, 5 rams, 5 male goats, 5 one-year-old male lambs for peace offerings Day 2 – Nethanel of Issachar

(Verses 18–23)

1 silver dish (130 shekels), 1 silver bowl (70 shekels), both filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering

•  1 gold spoon (10 shekels) full of incense

•  1 young bull, 1 ram, 1 one-year-old male lamb for a burnt offering

•  1 male goat for a sin offering 2 oxen, 5 rams, 5 male goats, 5 one-year-old male lambs for peace offerings Day 3 – Eliab of Zebulun

(Verses 24–29)

1 silver dish (130 shekels), 1 silver bowl (70 shekels), both filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering

•  1 gold spoon (10 shekels) full of incense

•  1 young bull, 1 ram, 1 one-year-old male lamb for a burnt offering

•  1 male goat for a sin offering 2 oxen, 5 rams, 5 male goats, 5 one-year-old male lambs for peace offerings Day 4 – Elizur of Reuben

(Verses 30–35)

•  1 silver dish (130 shekels), 1 silver bowl (70 shekels), both filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering

•  1 gold spoon (10 shekels) full of incense

•  1 young bull, 1 ram, 1 one-year-old male lamb for a burnt offering

•  1 male goat for a sin offering

•  2 oxen, 5 rams, 5 male goats, 5 one-year-old male lambs for peace offerings Day 5 – Shelumiel of Simeon

(Verses 36–41)

1 silver dish (130 shekels), 1 silver bowl (70 shekels), both filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering

•  1 gold spoon (10 shekels) full of incense

•  1 young bull, 1 ram, 1 one-year-old male lamb for a burnt offering

•  1 male goat for a sin offering 2 oxen, 5 rams, 5 male goats, 5 one-year-old male lambs for peace offerings Day 6 – Eliasaph of Gad

(Verses 42–47)

1 silver dish (130 shekels), 1 silver bowl (70 shekels), both filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering

•  1 gold spoon (10 shekels) full of incense

•  1 young bull, 1 ram, 1 one-year-old male lamb for a burnt offering

•  1 male goat for a sin offering 2 oxen, 5 rams, 5 male goats, 5 one-year-old male lambs for peace offerings Day 7 – Elishama of Ephraim

(Verses 48–53)

1 silver dish (130 shekels), 1 silver bowl (70 shekels), both filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering

•  1 gold spoon (10 shekels) full of incense

•  1 young bull, 1 ram, 1 one-year-old male lamb for a burnt offering

•  1 male goat for a sin offering 2 oxen, 5 rams, 5 male goats, 5 one-year-old male lambs for peace offerings Day 8 – Gamaliel of Manasseh

(Verses 54–59)

1 silver dish (130 shekels), 1 silver bowl (70 shekels), both filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering

•  1 gold spoon (10 shekels) full of incense

•  1 young bull, 1 ram, 1 one-year-old male lamb for a burnt offering

•  1 male goat for a sin offering 2 oxen, 5 rams, 5 male goats, 5 one-year-old male lambs for peace offerings Day 9 – Abidan of Benjamin

(Verses 60–65)

1 silver dish (130 shekels), 1 silver bowl (70 shekels), both filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering

•  1 gold spoon (10 shekels) full of incense

•  1 young bull, 1 ram, 1 one-year-old male lamb for a burnt offering

•  1 male goat for a sin offering 2 oxen, 5 rams, 5 male goats, 5 one-year-old male lambs for peace offerings Day 10 – Ahiezer of Dan

(Verses 66–71)

1 silver dish (130 shekels), 1 silver bowl (70 shekels), both filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering

•  1 gold spoon (10 shekels) full of incense

•  1 young bull, 1 ram, 1 one-year-old male lamb for a burnt offering

•  1 male goat for a sin offering 2 oxen, 5 rams, 5 male goats, 5 one-year-old male lambs for peace offerings Day 11 – Pagiel of Asher

(Verses 72–77)

•  1 silver dish (130 shekels), 1 silver bowl (70 shekels), both filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering

•  1 gold spoon (10 shekels) full of incense

•  1 young bull, 1 ram, 1 one-year-old male lamb for a burnt offering

•  1 male goat for a sin offering

•  2 oxen, 5 rams, 5 male goats, 5 one-year-old male lambs for peace offerings Day 12 – Ahira of Naphtali

(Verses 78–83)

1 silver dish (130 shekels), 1 silver bowl (70 shekels), both filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering

•  1 gold spoon (10 shekels) full of incense

•  1 young bull, 1 ram, 1 one-year-old male lamb for a burnt offering

•  1 male goat for a sin offering 2 oxen, 5 rams, 5 male goats, 5 one-year-old male lambs for peace offerings

3. Summary of the Leaders' Offerings

(Verses 84–88)

84 These were the offerings from the leaders of Israel when the altar was dedicated: Cross References: Exodus 40:9; Leviticus 8:10; 2 Chronicles 7:5

•  12 silver dishes (130 shekels each)

•  12 silver bowls (70 shekels each)

•  Total silver: 2,400 shekels (sanctuary shekel)

•  12 gold spoons of 10 shekels each, filled with incense – 120 shekels total

•  12 young bulls, 12 rams, 12 one-year-old lambs with grain offerings for burnt offerings

•  12 male goats for sin offerings

•  24 oxen, 60 rams, 60 male goats, 60 one-year-old lambs for peace offerings 4. The Lord Speaks from the Mercy Seat

(Verse 89)

89 When Moses entered the Tabernacle to speak with the Lord, he heard the voice speaking to him from between the two cherubim above the Ark of the Covenant, and the Lord spoke directly to him. 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:22; Exodus 30:6; Psalm 99:1

Key Lessons from Numbers 7

•  God Values Generosity in Worship – The leaders of Israel brought voluntary offerings for the tabernacle, showing that giving is an act of devotion. 

•  Every Tribe Has a Share in God’s Work – Each tribe presented identical gifts, teaching that all God’s people contribute equally in importance to His service. 

•  God Remembers Every Gift – The detailed listing of each leader’s offering shows that God notices and values every act of obedience and generosity. 

•  Worship Is Both Personal and Corporate – Though each tribe gave individually, their offerings together provided for the service of the tabernacle, showing unity in worship. 

•  God Provides for His Priests Through His People – Oxen and carts were given for the Levites’ service, reminding us that ministry is supported through the devotion of God’s people. 

•  Obedience Prepares the Way for God’s Presence – After the offerings were completed, Moses entered the tabernacle and heard God’s voice, showing that God’s presence follows faithful worship. 

•  Christ Receives the Glory of Our Offerings – Just as Israel’s gifts supported God’s dwelling place, our giving today supports the work of Christ’s body, the church. 

Numbers 8 (CSB) – The Cleansing of the Levites and the Lighting of the Lamps 1. The Lighting of the Lamps

(Verses 1–4)

1 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:31; Exodus 27:20; Leviticus 24:2

2 “Tell Aaron: When you set up the lamps, they must shine forward to illuminate the area in front of the lampstand.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:37; Exodus 27:21; Revelation 1:12

3 Aaron did exactly as the Lord commanded Moses. He set up the lamps to shine in front of the lampstand. 

 Cross References: Exodus 40:25; Leviticus 24:3; 2 Chronicles 13:11

4 The lampstand was made from hammered gold—its base, shaft, and decorative flowers were all crafted from one piece. It was built just as the Lord had shown Moses. 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:18; Exodus 37:17; Exodus 25:9

2. The Cleansing and Dedication of the Levites

(Verses 5–15)

5 Then the Lord said to Moses, 

 Cross References: Exodus 6:13; Leviticus 8:1; Exodus 28:1

6 “Take the Levites from among the Israelites and purify them. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 8:6; Exodus 29:4; Deuteronomy 10:8

7 This is how you will do it: Sprinkle them with the water of purification. Have them shave their entire bodies and wash their clothes. This will make them clean. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 14:8; Exodus 30:20; Hebrews 9:13

8 Then have them bring a young bull along with its grain offering of fine flour mixed with oil. Take a second young bull for a sin offering. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 9:2; Leviticus 4:3; Leviticus 1:3

9 Bring the Levites to the entrance of the Tabernacle, and gather the entire community of Israel. 

 Cross References: Exodus 29:4; Leviticus 8:3; Leviticus 8:4

10 Present the Levites before the Lord, and have the Israelites lay their hands on them. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 1:4; Acts 6:6; Leviticus 3:2

11 Then Aaron is to present the Levites as a special offering from the Israelites, so they can carry out the service of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Exodus 29:24; Leviticus 7:30; Leviticus 23:20

12 The Levites must then place their hands on the heads of the bulls. Use one bull as a sin offering and the other as a burnt offering to the Lord, to make atonement for the Levites. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 4:15; Leviticus 16:21; Leviticus 1:4

13 Afterward, place the Levites before Aaron and his sons and present them as an offering to the Lord. 

 Cross References: Exodus 29:24; Leviticus 8:29; Exodus 29:9

14 In this way, you will set the Levites apart from the rest of the Israelites, and they will belong to Me. 

 Cross References: Exodus 13:2; Deuteronomy 10:8; 1 Chronicles 23:13

15 After they have been purified and presented, they may enter the Tabernacle to begin their duties." 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 10:8; 1 Chronicles 23:28; 1 Chronicles 6:48

3. God's Ownership of the Levites

(Verses 16–19)

16 “The Levites are completely given to Me from among the Israelites. I have taken them in place of every firstborn male among the children of Israel. 

 Cross References: Exodus 13:2; Exodus 13:12; Luke 2:23

17 Every firstborn in Israel is Mine—both human and animal. On the day I struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, I set apart the firstborn in Israel for Myself. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:29; Exodus 13:15; Exodus 4:23

18 But I have taken the Levites instead of all the firstborn among the Israelites. 

 Cross References: Exodus 13:13; Exodus 34:20; Exodus 13:2

19 And I have given the Levites to Aaron and his sons as a gift from the Israelites, to perform the service in the Tabernacle and to make atonement for the people. This will prevent any plague from coming on the Israelites when they approach the sanctuary.” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:48; 2 Chronicles 26:19; Leviticus 10:1

4. The People Obey and the Levites Begin Their Work

(Verses 20–22)

20 Moses, Aaron, and all the Israelites did exactly what the Lord had commanded regarding the Levites. 

 Cross References: Exodus 39:32; Exodus 40:16; Leviticus 8:36

21 The Levites purified themselves and washed their clothes. Then Aaron presented them as an offering before the Lord and made atonement for them to purify them. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 8:30; Exodus 29:21; Hebrews 9:13

22 After that, the Levites came to serve at the Tabernacle under the supervision of Aaron and his sons. They did everything the Lord commanded Moses. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 23:28; 1 Chronicles 6:48; Deuteronomy 18:5

5. Retirement Age for the Levites

(Verses 23–26)

23 The Lord also said to Moses, 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:1; Leviticus 1:1; Exodus 30:11

24 “This rule applies to the Levites: They must begin their service in the Tabernacle at twenty-five years old, 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 23:24; 1 Chronicles 23:27; 1 Chronicles 23:3

25 but they must retire at the age of fifty. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 23:24; 1 Chronicles 23:27; Ezra 3:8

26 After that, they may assist their fellow Levites by guarding responsibilities at the Tabernacle, but they must not do the actual work. This is how you will assign duties to the Levites.” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 23:28; 1 Chronicles 23:32; Luke 2:37

Key Lessons from Numbers 8

•  God Provides Light for His People – The lampstand was set up to give light in the tabernacle, symbolizing God’s guidance and presence among His people. 

•  The Levites Are Set Apart for Service – The cleansing and dedication of the Levites showed that those who serve God must first be purified. 

•  God Claims His People for Himself – The Levites were given to the Lord in place of Israel’s firstborn, reminding the nation that all life belongs to God. 

•  Service Requires Cleansing and Sacrifice – The Levites were sprinkled with water, shaved, and offered sacrifices, teaching that holiness and atonement prepare us for service. 

•  God Assigns Roles Within His People – The Levites assisted Aaron and his sons, showing that God calls different people to different responsibilities. 

•  Service Has Seasons – Levites served actively from ages 25 to 50, teaching that God appoints times for labor and times for rest. 

•  Christ Cleanses and Calls Us to Serve – Just as the Levites were purified and set apart, believers are cleansed by Christ and called into service for God’s kingdom. 

Numbers 9 (CSB) – Observing the Passover and Following the Cloud 1. God's Command to Keep the Passover

(Verses 1–5)

1 The Lord spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai during the first month of the second year after the Israelites had come out of Egypt. He said, 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:2; Exodus 40:17; Leviticus 23:5

2 “Tell the Israelites to celebrate the Passover at the appointed time. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:6; Exodus 12:14; Leviticus 23:5

3 Celebrate it on the fourteenth day of this month at twilight. You must observe it exactly as prescribed —with all its rules and ceremonies.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:8; Leviticus 23:5; Exodus 12:11

4 So Moses told the Israelites to celebrate the Passover. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:21; Joshua 5:10; 2 Chronicles 30:1

5 And they did just that, celebrating it on the fourteenth day of the first month at twilight in the wilderness of Sinai. The Israelites obeyed everything the Lord commanded Moses. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:6; Joshua 5:10; 2 Kings 23:21

2. A Provision for Those Who Were Unclean

(Verses 6–14)

6 However, some men had become ceremonially unclean because they had touched a dead body, so they couldn’t celebrate the Passover that day. They came to Moses and Aaron that same day Cross References: Leviticus 21:1; Leviticus 22:4; Haggai 2:13

7 and said, “We are unclean because of a dead body. Why should we be left out of bringing the Lord’s offering at the proper time with the rest of Israel?” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 15:31; Leviticus 22:3; John 18:28

8 Moses answered, “Wait here, and I will find out what the Lord says about your situation.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 18:19; Leviticus 24:12; Deuteronomy 1:17

9 Then the Lord spoke to Moses and said, 

 Cross References: Exodus 6:13; Leviticus 1:1; Exodus 25:1

10 “Tell the Israelites: If any of you or your descendants are unclean from touching a dead body or are on a journey far away, you may still celebrate the Lord’s Passover. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 30:2; 2 Chronicles 30:3; 2 Chronicles 30:18

11 Celebrate it on the fourteenth day of the second month at twilight. Eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:8; 2 Chronicles 30:15; John 19:36

12 Do not leave any of it until morning or break any of its bones. Follow all the regulations of the Passover. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:10; Exodus 12:46; John 19:36

13 But if someone is clean and not traveling and still refuses to celebrate the Passover, they must be cut off from the people because they failed to bring the Lord’s offering at the appointed time. That person will bear the consequences of their sin. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:15; Exodus 12:19; Genesis 17:14

14 If a foreigner living among you wants to celebrate the Lord’s Passover, they must follow all the rules and regulations too. The same law applies to native-born Israelites and foreigners alike.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:49; Leviticus 24:22; Isaiah 56:6

3. The Cloud Over the Tabernacle

(Verses 15–16)

15 On the day the Tabernacle was set up, a cloud covered it—the special Tent that held the Tablets of the Covenant. That evening, the cloud looked like a fire over the Tabernacle, and it stayed that way until morning. 

 Cross References: Exodus 40:34; Exodus 13:21; Exodus 24:16

16 This continued regularly—the cloud covered the Tabernacle by day, and at night it appeared as fire. 

 Cross References: Exodus 13:21; Exodus 40:38; Psalm 78:14

4. Israel Follows the Cloud’s Guidance

(Verses 17–23)

17 Whenever the cloud lifted from the Tabernacle, the Israelites would set out. Wherever the cloud settled, there they would camp. 

 Cross References: Exodus 40:36; Psalm 78:14; Nehemiah 9:19

18 At the Lord’s command they camped, and at His command they moved out. As long as the cloud remained over the Tabernacle, they stayed where they were. 

 Cross References: Exodus 40:36; 1 Corinthians 10:1; Nehemiah 9:12

19 Even if the cloud stayed for many days, the Israelites obeyed the Lord and did not move. 

 Cross References: Exodus 40:37; Leviticus 8:35; Deuteronomy 8:2

20 If the cloud stayed only a few days, they remained in camp at the Lord’s command and then moved when He said so. 

 Cross References: Exodus 40:36; Psalm 105:39; Nehemiah 9:19

21 Sometimes the cloud stayed only from evening until morning. If it lifted in the morning, they set out. Day or night, whenever it lifted, they moved. 

 Cross References: Exodus 13:21; Exodus 40:38; Psalm 78:14

22 Whether the cloud stayed two days, a month, or a year, the Israelites stayed in camp and didn’t travel until the cloud lifted. 

 Cross References: Exodus 40:36; Deuteronomy 1:33; Nehemiah 9:19

23 At the Lord’s command they stayed, and at the Lord’s command they moved. They obeyed the Lord’s instructions, as given through Moses. 

 Cross References: Exodus 40:36; Leviticus 27:34; Malachi 4:4

Key Lessons from Numbers 9

•  God Establishes the Passover as a Memorial – Israel was commanded to keep the Passover annually, reminding them of God’s redemption from Egypt. 

•  God Makes Provision for All to Worship – Even those ceremonially unclean or on a journey were given alternate instructions, showing His desire for everyone to participate in His covenant. 

•  Obedience to God’s Word Is Essential – The people kept the Passover “as the Lord commanded,” highlighting that worship must follow His instructions. 

•  God’s Presence Leads His People – The cloud over the tabernacle guided Israel’s movements, showing that God Himself directed their journey. 

•  Dependence on God Requires Flexibility – Whether the cloud stayed one day or a year, Israel had to wait or move at God’s command, teaching patience and trust. 

•  God’s Guidance Is Constant – The cloud by day and fire by night revealed God’s continual presence and protection with His people. 

•  Christ Is Our Passover and Guide – Jesus is the true Passover Lamb who redeems us, and by His Spirit He leads believers step by step in God’s will. 

Numbers 10 (CSB) — Trumpets, Tribes, and the Journey Begins 1. The Silver Trumpets and Their Use

(Verses 1–10)

1 The Lord spoke to Moses and said, 

 Cross References: Exodus 19:13; Leviticus 25:9; Joshua 6:4

2 “Make two trumpets of hammered silver. Use them to summon the people and to signal the breaking of camp. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:24; Joshua 6:4; 1 Chronicles 15:24

3 When both trumpets are blown, the entire assembly is to gather before you at the entrance of the Tabernacle. 

 Cross References: Joel 2:15; Leviticus 23:24; 1 Chronicles 15:24

4 But if only one trumpet is blown, then just the leaders—the heads of the tribes—are to gather before you. 

 Cross References: Exodus 18:21; Exodus 18:25; Deuteronomy 1:15

5 When you sound the signal for moving out, the tribes camped on the east will set out first. 

 Cross References: Joshua 6:5; 1 Corinthians 14:8; Judges 7:22

6 When you sound the alarm a second time, the tribes on the south will set out. These trumpet blasts are the signal for breaking camp. 

 Cross References: Joshua 6:5; 1 Corinthians 14:8; Jeremiah 4:19

7 When you gather the whole community together, sound the trumpets, but do not blow the alarm signal. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:24; 2 Chronicles 5:13; Joel 2:1

8 The sons of Aaron, the priests, are to blow the trumpets. This is a permanent law for you and your descendants. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 15:24; 2 Chronicles 13:12; 2 Chronicles 29:26

9 When you go to war in your land against an enemy who attacks you, sound the alarm with the trumpets. Then the Lord your God will remember you and rescue you from your enemies. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 13:12; Joshua 6:20; 2 Chronicles 20:22

10 Also blow the trumpets during your times of rejoicing—at your festivals and new moon celebrations —and over your burnt offerings and peace offerings. They will be a reminder of you before your God. I am the Lord your God.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:24; 2 Chronicles 29:27; Psalm 81:3

2. The Israelites Begin Their Journey

(Verses 11–28)

11 On the twentieth day of the second month of the second year, the cloud lifted from above the Tabernacle of the Covenant. 

 Cross References: Exodus 40:17; Exodus 40:38; Deuteronomy 1:6

12 The Israelites set out from the wilderness of Sinai and traveled until the cloud stopped in the wilderness of Paran. 

 Cross References: Exodus 13:20; Deuteronomy 1:19; Exodus 19:2

13 They departed just as the Lord had instructed through Moses. 

 Cross References: Exodus 40:36; Nehemiah 9:19; Deuteronomy 1:6

14 First went the tribe of Judah under their banner, with Nahshon son of Amminadab leading. 

 Cross References: Genesis 49:10; Ruth 4:20; 1 Chronicles 2:10

15 The tribe of Issachar followed, led by Nethanel son of Zuar. 

 Cross References: Genesis 49:14; 1 Chronicles 12:32; Genesis 30:18

16 Then came the tribe of Zebulun, led by Eliab son of Helon. 

 Cross References: Genesis 49:13; Genesis 30:20; 1 Chronicles 27:19

17 After them, the Tabernacle was taken down, and the Gershonites and Merarites set out, carrying the Tabernacle. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:16; 1 Chronicles 23:6; Deuteronomy 31:25


 Cross References: Job 42:8; Leviticus 1:2; 1 Chronicles 15:26

Key Lessons from Numbers 23 (CSB)

•  God’s will cannot be reversed by man’s desire – Even though Balak desperately wanted Israel cursed, God had already declared His blessing, and no prophet could undo it. 

•  God is not like man—He is trustworthy and consistent (v. 19). 

•  God protects His people even when they don’t see the spiritual battle – Israel didn’t know what Balak and Balaam were planning, yet God shielded them. 

•  Those who are righteous in God’s sight die in hope – Balaam, seeing Israel’s blessing, wished to “die the death of the righteous” (v. 10), though he did not live it. 

Numbers 24 (CSB) — Balaam’s Final Prophecies: Blessings, the Coming King, and Judgment

1. Balaam Blesses Israel Again (vv. 1–9)

1 When Balaam realized that it pleased the Lord to bless Israel, he didn’t try to use sorcery as before. 

Instead, he turned and looked toward the wilderness. 

 Cross References: Numbers 23:3; Numbers 22:12; Deuteronomy 23:5

2 As he looked up, he saw the people of Israel camped, tribe by tribe. Then the Spirit of God came upon him, 

 Cross References: Numbers 2:2; 1 Samuel 10:10; Ezekiel 11:5

3 and he delivered this message: “This is the message of Balaam, son of Beor, the message of the man whose eyes are opened, 

 Cross References: Numbers 23:7; Proverbs 30:1; 2 Samuel 23:1

4 the one who hears the words of God, who sees a vision from the Almighty, who falls into a trance with eyes wide open:

 Cross References: Genesis 15:1; Ezekiel 1:1; Acts 10:10

5 How beautiful are your tents, O Jacob, your homes, O Israel! 

 Cross References: Psalm 84:1; Psalm 133:1; Jeremiah 30:18

6 They stretch out like valleys, like gardens beside a river, like aloes planted by the Lord, like cedar trees beside the waters. 

 Cross References: Psalm 1:3; Genesis 2:8; Psalm 104:16

7 Water will flow from their buckets, and their descendants will live by many waters. Their king will be greater than Agag, and their kingdom will be exalted. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 15:8; Genesis 49:10; Psalm 89:27

8 God brought them out of Egypt; they have the strength of a wild ox. They devour nations that oppose them, crushing their bones and smashing them with arrows. 

 Cross References: Numbers 23:22; Exodus 12:51; Deuteronomy 33:17

9 They crouch and lie down like a lion— like a lioness, who dares to rouse them? Blessed is everyone who blesses you, and cursed is everyone who curses you!” 

 Cross References: Genesis 49:9; Genesis 27:29; Genesis 12:3

2. Balak’s Anger and Balaam’s Response (vv. 10–14)

10 Then Balak’s anger burned against Balaam. He clapped his hands together and shouted, “I called you to curse my enemies, and look! You’ve blessed them three times! 

 Cross References: Numbers 22:6; Numbers 23:11; Job 27:23

11 Now get out of here! Go home! I was going to reward you greatly, but the Lord has kept you from honor.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 22:17; Numbers 22:37; Proverbs 19:21

12 But Balaam replied, “Didn’t I tell your messengers:

 Cross References: Numbers 22:18; Numbers 22:38; 1 Kings 22:14

13 ‘Even if Balak gave me his palace filled with silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the command of the Lord to do either good or bad on my own. I can only say what the Lord tells me’? 

 Cross References: Numbers 22:18; Numbers 23:12; 1 Kings 22:14

14 Now I’m going back to my own people. But before I go, I will tell you what this people will do to your people in the days to come.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 49:1; Deuteronomy 4:30; Daniel 2:28

3. The Prophecy of the Coming King (vv. 15–19)

15 Then Balaam delivered this message: “This is the message of Balaam, son of Beor, the message of the man whose eyes are opened, 

 Cross References: Numbers 24:3; Numbers 23:7; Proverbs 30:1

16 the one who hears the words of God, and understands the knowledge of the Most High, who sees a vision from the Almighty, who falls into a trance with eyes wide open: Cross References: Numbers 24:4; Genesis 14:18; Psalm 91:1

17 I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near. A Star will come out of Jacob; a Scepter will rise from Israel. He will crush the forehead of Moab and destroy all the sons of Sheth. 

 Cross References: Matthew 2:2; Revelation 22:16; Genesis 49:10

18 Edom will be conquered, and Seir, his enemy, will be possessed— but Israel will grow strong. 

 Cross References: Genesis 25:23; 2 Samuel 8:14; Obadiah 1:18

19 A ruler will rise from Jacob and destroy the survivors of the cities.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 49:10; Psalm 72:8; Micah 5:2

4. Oracles Against Other Nations (vv. 20–24)

20 Then Balaam looked at Amalek and said: “Amalek was the first of the nations, but its end will be total destruction.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 17:14; 1 Samuel 15:2; Deuteronomy 25:19

21 Then he looked at the Kenites and said: “Your dwelling is secure, your nest is set in a rock, Cross References: Judges 1:16; Judges 4:11; Obadiah 1:3

22 but you Kenites will be destroyed when Assyria takes you captive.” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 17:6; Judges 4:17; Isaiah 8:4

23 Then he said: “Alas, who can survive when God does this? 

 Cross References: Amos 5:2; Jeremiah 30:7; Revelation 6:17

24 Ships will come from the shores of Cyprus; they will oppress Assyria and Eber, but they too will come to ruin.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 23:1; Daniel 11:30; Genesis 10:4

5. Balaam and Balak Depart (v. 25)

25 Then Balaam got up and went back home, and Balak also went his way. 

 Cross References: Numbers 22:35; Judges 11:24; Micah 6:5

Key Lessons from Numbers 24 (CSB)

•  You can’t curse what God has blessed — Three times Balaam tried, but the Lord overruled. 

•  God reveals the future through prophecy — Balaam’s final words point to a future King, the

"Star out of Jacob," a Messianic prophecy fulfilled in Christ (v. 17). 

•  Obedience to God outweighs any earthly reward — Balaam, though imperfect, would not contradict the word of the Lord. 

•  God is sovereign over all nations — He decides their rise and fall, their strength and their destruction. 

Numbers 25 (CSB) — Idolatry, Judgment, and Zeal for God

1. Israel’s Sin with Moabite Women (vv. 1–3)

1 While the Israelites were staying in Shittim, the people began to have immoral sexual relations with the Moabite women. 

 Cross References: Numbers 33:49; Joshua 2:1; Revelation 2:14

2 These women invited the Israelites to join them in the sacrifices to their gods. The people ate the sacrificial meals and bowed down to their gods. 

 Cross References: Exodus 34:15; Psalm 106:28; 1 Corinthians 10:20

3 Israel joined in worshiping Baal of Peor, and the Lord’s anger burned hot against them. 

 Cross References: Psalm 106:28; Hosea 9:10; Deuteronomy 4:3

2. God Commands Swift Judgment (vv. 4–5)

4 The Lord said to Moses, “Take all the leaders of the people and execute them in broad daylight before Me. This will turn away My fierce anger from Israel.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 21:22; 2 Samuel 21:9; Exodus 32:12

5 So Moses told the judges of Israel, “Each of you must put to death the men in your tribes who joined in worshiping Baal of Peor.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:27; Deuteronomy 13:9; 1 Corinthians 10:8

3. Phinehas Takes Action (vv. 6–9)

6 Then an Israelite man brazenly brought a Midianite woman into his family in the sight of Moses and the entire congregation of Israel. This happened while the people were weeping at the entrance of the Tabernacle. 

 Cross References: Numbers 25:14; Joel 2:17; Numbers 31:16

7 When Phinehas son of Eleazar and grandson of Aaron the priest saw this, he left the assembly, took a spear in his hand, 

 Cross References: Exodus 6:25; Psalm 106:30; Numbers 31:6

8 went after the Israelite man into the tent, and pierced both the man and the woman through with the spear—through her stomach. So the plague against the Israelites was stopped. 

 Cross References: Psalm 106:30; Numbers 16:48; 1 Corinthians 10:8

9 But 24,000 people had already died from the plague. 

 Cross References: 1 Corinthians 10:8; Psalm 106:29; Numbers 16:49

4. God Rewards Phinehas’ Zeal (vv. 10–13)

10 Then the Lord spoke to Moses:

 Cross References: Exodus 25:1; Numbers 1:1; Leviticus 1:1

11 “Phinehas son of Eleazar, grandson of Aaron the priest, has turned My anger away from the Israelites by being zealous among them on My behalf. Because of him, I did not destroy them in My jealousy. 

 Cross References: Psalm 106:30; Exodus 20:5; John 2:17

12 So tell him that I am making a covenant of peace with him. 

 Cross References: Malachi 2:5; Isaiah 54:10; Ezekiel 34:25

13 This covenant gives him and his descendants a permanent priesthood, because he was zealous for his God and made atonement for the Israelites.” 

 Cross References: Malachi 2:4; Exodus 40:15; Hebrews 7:24

5. The Offenders Are Named (vv. 14–15)

14 The Israelite man who was killed along with the Midianite woman was Zimri son of Salu, a leader from the tribe of Simeon. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:6; 1 Corinthians 10:8; Joshua 13:21

15 The Midianite woman’s name was Cozbi, daughter of Zur. Zur was a leader of a clan in Midian. 

 Cross References: Numbers 31:8; Joshua 13:21; Numbers 25:6

6. God Commands Vengeance Against Midian (vv. 16–18) 16 Then the Lord said to Moses, 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:1; Numbers 1:1; Leviticus 1:1

17 “Attack the Midianites and destroy them, 

 Cross References: Numbers 31:2; Numbers 25:18; Judges 6:1

18 because they tricked you with their deceit in the incident at Peor, and with Cozbi, the daughter of a Midianite leader, who was killed during the plague that came because of Peor.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 31:16; Revelation 2:14; 2 Corinthians 11:3

Key Lessons from Numbers 25 (CSB)

•  Idolatry is a deadly snare — Israel’s spiritual unfaithfulness brought swift and severe consequences. 

•  Righteous zeal matters — Phinehas’ boldness in defending God’s honor stopped the plague and earned God’s covenant of peace. 

•  Sin spreads through compromise — What began with Moabite women ended in national judgment. Guarding purity is critical. 

•  God remembers names — Both the offenders and the faithful are named. God records both judgment and reward. 

Numbers 26 (CSB) — The Second Census and Inheritance Allotment 1. A New Census After the Plague (vv. 1–4)

1 After the plague had passed, the Lord spoke to Moses and Eleazar son of Aaron the priest. 

 Cross References: Numbers 25:9; Numbers 1:1; Exodus 30:12

2 He said, “Count all the men in Israel twenty years old and older, by their families—everyone who is able to serve in the army.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:2; Exodus 38:26; 1 Chronicles 27:23

3 So Moses and Eleazar the priest spoke with the people in the plains of Moab by the Jordan River, across from Jericho. 

 Cross References: Numbers 22:1; Numbers 33:48; Joshua 3:16

4 They said, “Count every man twenty years and older, just as the Lord commanded Moses.” This census was for those who came out of Egypt. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:1; Exodus 12:51; Numbers 14:29

2. Tribe-by-Tribe Census Totals (vv. 5–50)

Reuben (vv. 5–11)

•  Reuben’s descendants: Hanoch (Hanochites), Pallu (Palluites), Hezron (Hezronites), Carmi (Carmites). 

•  Total: 43,730

•  Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab, were among the rebels who joined Korah against Moses and Aaron, and were destroyed when the earth opened up. 

•  The sons of Korah, however, survived. 

Simeon (vv. 12–14)

•  Descendants: Nemuel, Jamin, Jachin, Zerah, and Shaul. 

•  Total: 22,200

Gad (vv. 15–18)

•  Descendants: Zephon, Haggi, Shuni, Ozni, Eri, Arod, Areli. 

•  Total: 40,500

Judah (vv. 19–22)

•  Er and Onan died in Canaan. 

•  Descendants: Shelah (Shelanites), Pharez (Pharzites), Zerah (Zarhites). 

•  Pharez’s sons: Hezron (Hezronites), Hamul (Hamulites). 

•  Total: 76,500

Issachar (vv. 23–25)

•  Descendants: Tola, Pua, Jashub, Shimron. 

•  Total: 64,300

Zebulun (vv. 26–27)

•  Descendants: Sered, Elon, Jahleel. 

•  Total: 60,500

Joseph’s Descendants: Manasseh and Ephraim (vv. 28–37)

•  Manasseh

•  From Machir (Machirites), Gilead (Gileadites). 

•  Gilead’s sons: Jeezer, Helek, Asriel, Shechem, Shemida, Hepher. 

•  Zelophehad son of Hepher had no sons, only daughters: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 

•  Total: 52,700

•  Ephraim

•  Descendants: Shuthelah (Shuthalhites), Becher, Tahan. 

•  Shuthelah’s son: Eran (Eranites). 

•  Total: 32,500

•  Total for Joseph’s tribe: 85,200

Benjamin (vv. 38–41)

•  Descendants: Bela, Ashbel, Ahiram, Shupham, Hupham. 

•  Bela’s sons: Ard and Naaman. 

•  Total: 45,600

Dan (vv. 42–43)

•  Descendants: Shuham (Shuhamites). 

•  Total: 64,400

Asher (vv. 44–47)

•  Descendants: Jimna, Jesui, Beriah. 

•  Beriah’s sons: Heber, Malchiel. 

•  Asher also had a daughter named Sarah. 

•  Total: 53,400

Naphtali (vv. 48–50)

•  Descendants: Jahzeel, Guni, Jezer, Shillem. 

•  Total: 45,400

3. Total Census Number (v. 51)

51 The total number of men counted was 601,730. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:46; Exodus 12:37; Numbers 14:29

4. Land Allotment Instructions (vv. 52–56)

52 Then the Lord said to Moses, 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:1; Numbers 1:1; Leviticus 1:1

53 “Distribute the land to these tribes as an inheritance, based on the size of each tribe. 

 Cross References: Numbers 33:54; Joshua 13:7; Ezekiel 47:14

54 A larger tribe will get a larger share, and a smaller tribe a smaller one. Everyone’s inheritance must match their census numbers. 

 Cross References: Numbers 33:54; Joshua 17:14; Proverbs 13:22

55 However, the land must be divided by casting lots. Each tribe will receive its land based on their ancestral names. 

 Cross References: Joshua 18:6; Proverbs 16:33; Joshua 14:2

56 The lot will decide between large and small tribes.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 18:10; Acts 1:26; 1 Chronicles 24:5

5. Census of the Levites (vv. 57–62)

57 The tribe of Levi was also counted separately by their families: Gershon (Gershonites), Kohath (Kohathites), Merari (Merarites). 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:17; Genesis 46:11; 1 Chronicles 6:1

58 Other Levite clans: Libnites, Hebronites, Mahlites, Mushites, Korathites. Kohath was the father of Amram. 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:19; Exodus 6:18; 1 Chronicles 6:2

59 Amram’s wife was Jochebed, a daughter of Levi born in Egypt. She gave birth to Aaron, Moses, and Miriam. 

 Cross References: Exodus 6:20; Exodus 2:1; Micah 6:4

60 Aaron’s sons: Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 

 Cross References: Exodus 6:23; Leviticus 10:1; 1 Chronicles 6:3

61 Nadab and Abihu died when they offered unauthorized fire before the Lord. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 10:1; Numbers 3:4; 1 Chronicles 24:2

62 The total number of male Levites one month old or older was 23,000. They were not given any inheritance in the land like the other tribes. 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:39; Numbers 18:20; Joshua 13:33

6. A New Generation (vv. 63–65)

63 These are the people counted by Moses and Eleazar the priest on the plains of Moab by the Jordan near Jericho. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:3; Numbers 33:50; Deuteronomy 34:8

64 Not one person from the previous census taken by Moses and Aaron in the wilderness of Sinai was among them, 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:1; Numbers 14:29; 1 Corinthians 10:5

65 because the Lord had said, “They will all die in the wilderness.” Only Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun survived. 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:29; Numbers 14:38; Hebrews 3:17

Key Lessons from Numbers 26 (CSB)

•  God keeps track of His people — every name, every tribe, every family is recorded. 

•  A new generation arises — God is faithful to His promises, even after judgment falls on the disobedient. 

•  Inheritance is part of the covenant — the land is not only a gift but also a sacred responsibility, divided by divine direction. 

•  Faithful leaders endure — Joshua and Caleb remain as a testimony of obedience and endurance. 

Numbers 27 (CSB) — Inheritance, Transition, and Leadership 1. Zelophehad’s Daughters Ask for Their Inheritance (vv. 1–4) 1 Then the daughters of Zelophehad—son of Hepher, son of Gilead, son of Machir, son of Manasseh (from the family of Manasseh, the son of Joseph)—came forward. Their names were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:33; Joshua 17:3; Numbers 36:11

2 They stood before Moses, Eleazar the priest, the tribal leaders, and the whole assembly at the entrance of the Tabernacle and said, 

 Cross References: Numbers 27:5; Joshua 17:4; Exodus 18:15

3 “Our father died in the wilderness. He wasn’t part of the group who rebelled against the Lord with Korah, but died for his own sin. He had no sons. 

 Cross References: Numbers 16:3; Numbers 14:35; Deuteronomy 24:16

4 Why should our father’s name disappear from his family just because he had no son? Give us property among our father’s relatives.” 

 Cross References: Ruth 4:5; Deuteronomy 25:6; Numbers 36:3

2. God Grants Women the Right to Inherit (vv. 5–11)

5 Moses brought their case before the Lord. 

 Cross References: Exodus 18:19; Numbers 15:34; Leviticus 24:12

6 And the Lord said to Moses, 

 Cross References: Numbers 36:2; Joshua 17:4; Job 42:15

7 “What Zelophehad’s daughters are saying is right. You must give them an inheritance among their father’s relatives and pass his inheritance on to them. 

 Cross References: Numbers 36:8; Job 42:15; Proverbs 13:22

8 And speak this rule to the Israelites: If a man dies and has no son, give his inheritance to his daughter. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 25:5; Ruth 4:10; Numbers 27:11

9 If he has no daughter, give it to his brothers. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:25; Ruth 4:6; Numbers 27:11

10 If he has no brothers, give it to his uncles. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:25; Ruth 3:12; Numbers 36:13

11 If his father had no brothers, give it to the closest relative in his family line. This is a legal requirement for the people of Israel, just as I commanded Moses.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:25; Ruth 3:12; Numbers 36:13

3. God Shows Moses the Promised Land (vv. 12–14)

12 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go up into the Abarim mountains and look at the land I have given to the people of Israel. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:49; Deuteronomy 34:1; Numbers 33:47

13 After you’ve seen it, you will be gathered to your people, just like your brother Aaron. 

 Cross References: Numbers 20:24; Deuteronomy 32:50; Genesis 25:8

14 This is because you rebelled against My command at the waters of Meribah in the wilderness of Zin and failed to uphold My holiness among the people.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 20:10; Psalm 106:32; Deuteronomy 32:51

4. Moses Asks for a New Leader (vv. 15–17)

15 Then Moses said to the Lord, 

 Cross References: Exodus 33:12; Numbers 11:11; Numbers 14:13

16 “O Lord, God of the spirits of all flesh, please appoint a man over this community Cross References: Hebrews 12:9; Numbers 16:22; Isaiah 6:8

17 to lead them, to go out and come in before them, so the Lord’s people will not be like sheep without a shepherd.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:17; Matthew 9:36; John 10:11

5. Joshua Chosen to Succeed Moses (vv. 18–23)

18 So the Lord said to Moses, “Take Joshua son of Nun, a man in whom is the Spirit, and lay your hand on him. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 34:9; Exodus 17:9; 1 Timothy 4:14

19 Present him to Eleazar the priest and the entire community, and publicly commission him. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 31:7; Deuteronomy 3:28; 1 Timothy 1:18

20 Give him some of your authority so the whole community of Israel will obey him. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 34:9; Joshua 1:16; 1 Kings 1:35

21 He will stand before Eleazar the priest, who will ask for guidance through the Urim before the Lord. At Eleazar’s command, Joshua and all the Israelites will go out and come in.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 28:30; 1 Samuel 28:6; Joshua 9:14

22 Moses did as the Lord commanded. He took Joshua and had him stand before Eleazar the priest and the whole community. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 34:9; Numbers 27:18; Exodus 39:43

23 Then Moses laid his hands on him and commissioned him, just as the Lord had instructed through Moses. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 34:9; Joshua 1:1; Acts 6:6

Key Lessons from Numbers 27 (CSB)

•  God values justice and fairness, even when it challenges cultural traditions (Zelophehad’s daughters). 

•  The Lord cares about His people’s leadership, desiring they not be left “like sheep without a shepherd.” 

•  The transition of power from Moses to Joshua was Spirit-led, not politically motivated. 

•  Women are included in God’s covenant—their faith and courage set a precedent for future generations. 

Numbers 28 (CSB) — Offerings and Appointed Times

1. Daily Offerings (vv. 1–8)

1 The Lord said to Moses, 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:1; Leviticus 1:1; Numbers 1:1

2 “Command the people of Israel and tell them: Be sure to present to Me at the proper time My offerings—My food offerings made by fire, producing a pleasing aroma to Me. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 3:16; Exodus 29:38; Malachi 1:11

3 Say to them: This is the fire offering you must present to the Lord every day—two lambs a year old without blemish, as a regular burnt offering. 

 Cross References: Exodus 29:38; Leviticus 6:9; Hebrews 10:11

4 Offer one lamb in the morning and the other in the evening. 

 Cross References: Exodus 29:39; 1 Chronicles 16:40; 2 Chronicles 13:11

5 Along with each lamb, present a grain offering of one-tenth of an ephah of fine flour mixed with a quarter of a hin of beaten oil. 

 Cross References: Exodus 29:40; Leviticus 2:1; Leviticus 23:13

6 This is the regular burnt offering established at Mount Sinai as a pleasing aroma, an offering made by fire to the Lord. 

 Cross References: Exodus 29:42; Exodus 19:20; Leviticus 6:13

7 The drink offering to go with each lamb will be a quarter of a hin of strong wine, poured out in the holy place as an offering to the Lord. 

 Cross References: Exodus 29:40; Leviticus 23:13; Philippians 2:17

8 Present the second lamb in the evening, just as in the morning, with the same grain and drink offering. It is a fire offering with a pleasing aroma to the Lord.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 29:41; 1 Kings 18:29; Ezra 9:5

2. Sabbath Offerings (vv. 9–10)

9 “On the Sabbath day, present two lambs a year old without blemish, together with two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering, and its drink offering. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:3; Ezekiel 46:4; Exodus 20:8

10 This is in addition to the regular daily burnt offering and its drink offering.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 28:3; 1 Chronicles 23:31; Ezekiel 46:4

3. Monthly Offerings (vv. 11–15)

11 “At the beginning of each month, present a burnt offering to the Lord: two young bulls, one ram, and seven male lambs a year old, all without defect. 

 Cross References: Numbers 10:10; 1 Chronicles 23:31; Ezra 3:5

12 With each bull, offer a grain offering of three-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil. With the ram, offer two-tenths, 

 Cross References: Numbers 15:9; Leviticus 23:13; Numbers 28:20

13 and with each lamb, one-tenth. These are burnt offerings to the Lord, a pleasing aroma, made by fire. 

 Cross References: Numbers 15:4; Numbers 28:5; Leviticus 1:9

14 Include drink offerings: half a hin of wine with each bull, a third of a hin with each ram, and a quarter of a hin with each lamb. These are the monthly burnt offerings for each new moon throughout the year. 

 Cross References: Numbers 15:5; Numbers 29:6; 1 Chronicles 23:31

15 Also offer one male goat as a sin offering to the Lord, in addition to the regular burnt offering and its drink offering.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 4:23; Numbers 28:22; Ezra 6:17

4. The Passover Offerings (vv. 16–25)

16 “The Lord’s Passover is to be celebrated on the fourteenth day of the first month. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:6; Leviticus 23:5; Joshua 5:10

17 On the fifteenth day, a feast begins. For seven days you must eat bread made without yeast. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:15; Leviticus 23:6; Deuteronomy 16:3

18 On the first day, hold a sacred assembly and do no regular work. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:7; Exodus 12:16; Nehemiah 8:18

19 Present a fire offering to the Lord: two young bulls, one ram, and seven male lambs a year old, all without defect. 

 Cross References: Numbers 28:11; Leviticus 22:21; Ezra 6:17

20 With each bull, offer a grain offering of three-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil. With the ram, offer two-tenths, 

 Cross References: Numbers 28:12; Numbers 15:9; Leviticus 23:13

21 and with each lamb, one-tenth. 

 Cross References: Numbers 28:13; Numbers 15:4; Leviticus 23:13

22 Include one male goat as a sin offering to make atonement for you. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 4:23; Leviticus 16:9; Numbers 28:15

23 These offerings are in addition to the regular morning burnt offering. 

 Cross References: Numbers 28:3; Exodus 29:38; Leviticus 6:9

24 You must offer these same sacrifices each day for seven days as a pleasing aroma to the Lord. 

They are in addition to the regular burnt offering and its drink offering. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:8; Exodus 29:42; Numbers 28:3

25 On the seventh day, hold another sacred assembly and do no regular work.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:8; Exodus 12:16; Exodus 13:6

5. Feast of Weeks / Firstfruits Offerings (vv. 26–31)

26 “On the day of firstfruits, when you bring the new grain offering to the Lord during the Feast of Weeks, hold a sacred assembly and do no regular work. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:15; Exodus 34:22; Deuteronomy 16:9

27 Present a burnt offering of a pleasing aroma to the Lord: two young bulls, one ram, and seven male lambs a year old. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:18; Numbers 28:19; Numbers 15:24

28 With each bull, offer a grain offering of three-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil; with the ram, two-tenths; 

 Cross References: Numbers 28:12; Numbers 28:20; Leviticus 23:13

29 and with each lamb, one-tenth. 

 Cross References: Numbers 28:21; Numbers 28:13; Leviticus 23:13

30 Also offer one male goat as a sin offering to make atonement for you. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:19; Numbers 28:22; Leviticus 16:9

31 These offerings are in addition to the regular burnt offering with its grain and drink offerings. All animals must be without defect.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 28:3; Leviticus 22:21; Numbers 28:24

Key Lessons from Numbers 28 (CSB)

•  Worship involves consistency—God commanded daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly offerings. 

•  Each offering reflects the holiness of God—nothing was to be blemished or neglected. 

•  God desires specific devotion—through structured times of worship and remembrance. 

•  The community is called to honor God corporately and regularly, not just in emergencies or personal needs. 

Numbers 29 (CSB) — Offerings for the Seventh Month

1. Feast of Trumpets (New Moon) — First Day of the Seventh Month (vv. 1–6) 1 On the first day of the seventh month, you must hold a sacred assembly. Do no ordinary work. It is a day for blowing trumpets. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:24; Leviticus 25:9; Psalm 81:3

2 Present a burnt offering as a pleasing aroma to the Lord: one young bull, one ram, and seven male lambs a year old, all without defect. 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:8; Numbers 29:36; Leviticus 23:25

3 With the bull, offer a grain offering of three-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil; with the ram, two-tenths; 

 Cross References: Numbers 28:12; Numbers 28:20; Leviticus 23:13

4 and with each of the seven lambs, one-tenth. 

 Cross References: Numbers 28:13; Numbers 28:21; Numbers 29:10

5 Also offer one male goat as a sin offering to make atonement for you. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:19; Numbers 28:22; Leviticus 16:9

6 These offerings are in addition to the monthly burnt offering, its grain offering, and the regular daily burnt offering with its grain and drink offerings. They are food offerings presented by fire, a pleasing aroma to the Lord. 

 Cross References: Numbers 28:11; Numbers 28:3; Numbers 28:14

2. Day of Atonement — Tenth Day of the Seventh Month (vv. 7–11)

7 On the tenth day of this seventh month, you must hold a sacred assembly and humble yourselves. 

Do no work. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:27; Leviticus 16:29; Leviticus 23:32

8 Present a burnt offering to the Lord as a pleasing aroma: one young bull, one ram, and seven male lambs a year old, all without defect. 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:2; Leviticus 16:3; Leviticus 23:27

9 Their grain offerings are to be three-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil for the bull, two- tenths for the ram, 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:3; Numbers 28:12; Leviticus 23:13

10 and one-tenth for each of the seven lambs. 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:4; Numbers 28:13; Numbers 28:21

11 Also offer one male goat as a sin offering, in addition to the sin offering of atonement, the regular daily burnt offering, its grain offering, and drink offerings. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 16:5; Leviticus 23:27; Numbers 28:3

3. Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot) — Fifteenth to Twenty-Second Day (vv. 12–38) Day 1 — Fifteenth Day (vv. 12–16)

12 On the fifteenth day of the seventh month, hold a sacred assembly and do no ordinary work. 

Celebrate a feast to the Lord for seven days. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:34; Deuteronomy 16:13; Nehemiah 8:14

13 Present a burnt offering by fire as a pleasing aroma to the Lord: thirteen bulls, two rams, and fourteen male lambs a year old, all without defect. 

 Cross References: Ezra 3:4; Numbers 29:17; 1 Kings 8:65

14 Each of the thirteen bulls must be accompanied by a grain offering of three-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil; each of the two rams, two-tenths; and for each of the fourteen lambs, one-tenth. 

 Cross References: Numbers 28:12; Numbers 29:3; Numbers 29:9

15 Also offer one male goat as a sin offering. These are in addition to the regular daily burnt offering, with its grain and drink offerings. 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:4; Numbers 28:13; Numbers 28:21

Day 2 — Sixteen Day (vv. 17–19)

17 On the second day, offer twelve bulls, two rams, and fourteen male lambs a year old, all without defect. 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:13; Numbers 29:20; Ezra 3:4

18 The grain and drink offerings must be prepared according to the number and pattern. 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:6; Numbers 15:12; Numbers 28:14

19 Include one male goat as a sin offering, in addition to the daily offerings. 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:11; Numbers 28:22; Numbers 28:3

Day 3 — Seventeenth Day (vv. 20–22)

20 On the third day, offer eleven bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs a year old without defect, Cross References: Numbers 29:17; Numbers 29:23; Ezra 3:4

21 with the required grain and drink offerings. 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:18; Numbers 29:6; Numbers 15:12

22 One goat is to be offered as a sin offering in addition to the daily sacrifices. 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:19; Numbers 29:11; Numbers 28:22

Day 4 — Eighteenth Day (vv. 23–25)

23 On the fourth day, offer ten bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs a year old without defect. 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:20; Numbers 29:26; Ezra 3:4

24 Grain and drink offerings must match each offering. 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:21; Numbers 29:6; Numbers 15:12

25 Include one goat for a sin offering with the daily offerings. 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:22; Numbers 29:11; Numbers 28:22

Day 5 — Nineteenth Day (vv. 26–28)

26 On the fifth day, offer nine bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs a year old without defect. 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:23; Numbers 29:29; Ezra 3:4

27 Offer the grain and drink offerings as prescribed. 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:24; Numbers 29:6; Numbers 15:12

28 Include one goat for a sin offering with the daily offerings. 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:25; Numbers 29:11; Numbers 28:22

Day 6 — Twentieth Day (vv. 29–31)

29 On the sixth day, offer eight bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs a year old without defect. 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:26; Numbers 29:32; Ezra 3:4

30 Prepare the proper grain and drink offerings. 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:27; Numbers 29:6; Numbers 15:12

31 Include one goat for a sin offering in addition to the regular burnt offering and its grain and drink offerings. 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:28; Numbers 29:11; Numbers 28:22

Day 7 — Twenty-First Day (vv. 32–34)

32 On the seventh day, offer seven bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs a year old without defect. 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:29; Numbers 29:13; Ezra 3:4

33 Their grain and drink offerings are to be prepared according to number and regulation. 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:30; Numbers 29:6; Numbers 15:12

34 Also offer one goat for a sin offering along with the daily offerings. 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:31; Numbers 29:11; Numbers 28:22

Day 8 — Solemn Assembly (vv. 35–38)

35 On the eighth day, hold a solemn assembly. Do no regular work. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:36; Nehemiah 8:18; John 7:37

36 Offer one bull, one ram, and seven lambs a year old without defect as a burnt offering by fire, a pleasing aroma to the Lord. 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:2; Numbers 29:8; 1 Kings 8:66

37 Present the required grain and drink offerings. 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:33; Numbers 29:6; Numbers 15:12

38 Include one male goat for a sin offering, along with the regular burnt offering, its grain offering, and drink offering. 

 Cross References: Numbers 29:34; Numbers 29:11; Numbers 28:22

4. Summary of Offerings for the Lord’s Festivals (vv. 39–40) 39 “You must present these to the Lord during your appointed festivals, in addition to your vows, your freewill offerings, your burnt offerings, grain offerings, drink offerings, and fellowship offerings.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:37; Deuteronomy 12:6; Leviticus 7:16

40 And Moses told the Israelites everything the Lord had commanded him. 

 Cross References: Exodus 39:42; Numbers 36:10; Deuteronomy 4:5

Key Lessons from Numbers 29 (CSB)

•  Worship is seasonal and sacred: God's appointed festivals were structured with precision and reverence. 

•  God’s people were reminded regularly of their dependence on Him, through sacrifices and holy convocations. 

•  The decreasing number of bulls (13 to 7) symbolizes completion and divine order across the feast days. 

•  Each sacrifice reflected atonement, gratitude, and obedience—a shadow of Christ's ultimate fulfillment. 

Numbers 30 (CSB) — Laws Concerning Vows

1. The Binding Nature of Vows (vv. 1–2)

1 Moses spoke to the leaders of the tribes of the people of Israel. He said, “This is what the Lord has commanded:

 Cross References: Exodus 34:32; Deuteronomy 1:15; Deuteronomy 5:5

2 If a man makes a vow to the Lord or swears an oath to bind himself with a promise, he must not break his word. He must do everything he said he would do.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 23:21; Ecclesiastes 5:4; Matthew 5:33

2. Vows Made by Young Women at Home (vv. 3–5)

3 If a young woman makes a vow to the Lord or binds herself with a pledge while living in her father's house, 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 1:11; Judges 11:30; Genesis 28:20

4 and her father hears about her vow or pledge and says nothing, then her vow stands, and her pledge is binding. 

 Cross References: Numbers 30:7; Numbers 30:11; Proverbs 31:11

5 But if her father objects on the day he hears of it, none of her vows or pledges will stand. The Lord will forgive her because her father overruled her. 

 Cross References: Numbers 30:8; Numbers 30:12; Exodus 20:12

3. Vows Made by a Married Woman (vv. 6–8)

6 If a woman makes a vow or binds herself with a promise after she is married, Cross References: Numbers 30:10; Genesis 3:16; 1 Peter 3:1

7 and her husband hears of it but says nothing on the day he hears it, her vows will stand, and her pledges will be binding. 

 Cross References: Numbers 30:4; Numbers 30:11; Ephesians 5:22

8 But if her husband objects when he hears about it, he nullifies her vow or the promise she made. 

The Lord will forgive her. 

 Cross References: Numbers 30:5; Numbers 30:12; 1 Corinthians 7:4

4. Vows Made by Widows and Divorced Women (v. 9)

9 Any vow or pledge a widow or a divorced woman makes is fully binding. 

 Cross References: Numbers 30:6; Leviticus 21:14; Ruth 1:3

5. Vows Made During Marriage (vv. 10–15)

10 If a married woman makes a vow or binds herself with a promise, Cross References: Numbers 30:6; Proverbs 31:11; Ecclesiastes 5:4

11 and her husband hears it but says nothing and does not object, then all her vows and pledges will remain valid. 

 Cross References: Numbers 30:7; Numbers 30:4; 1 Corinthians 7:14

12 But if her husband cancels them on the day he hears of them, then nothing she promised or pledged will be valid. Her husband has nullified them, and the Lord will forgive her. 

 Cross References: Numbers 30:8; Numbers 30:5; Matthew 15:6

13 Her husband may confirm or cancel any vow or binding oath she makes to deny herself. 

 Cross References: Numbers 30:2; Leviticus 16:29; Isaiah 58:3

14 If he says nothing about it day after day, then he has confirmed all her vows and pledges by remaining silent when he heard about them. 

 Cross References: Numbers 30:7; Numbers 30:11; James 5:12

15 But if he cancels them sometime later after hearing about them, then he is responsible for any guilt that results. 

 Cross References: Numbers 30:12; Leviticus 5:17; Ezekiel 18:20

6. Summary of the Statutes (v. 16)

16 These are the regulations the Lord gave Moses concerning relationships between a man and his wife, and between a father and his unmarried daughter who still lives at home. 

 Cross References: Numbers 30:1; Leviticus 27:2; Ephesians 5:25

Key Lessons from Numbers 30 (CSB)

•  God takes our words seriously: A vow to God is not a casual statement—He expects follow-through. 

•  Authority structure was respected: Fathers and husbands had authority over vows in their homes. 

•  Grace and mercy: If the vow was overruled, the woman was not held accountable—God forgave her. 

•  Responsibility and accountability: Silence in leadership equaled agreement. With authority came accountability. 

Numbers 31 (CSB) — Vengeance on Midian and Distribution of the Spoils 1. God's Command to Avenge Israel (vv. 1–6)

1 The Lord said to Moses, 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:1; Numbers 1:1; Leviticus 1:1

2 “Take vengeance on the Midianites for leading the Israelites into sin. After that, you will be gathered to your people.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 25:17; Deuteronomy 32:35; Numbers 27:13

3 So Moses told the people, “Choose some men to go to war. The Lord’s vengeance must be carried out against Midian.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 31:2; Judges 6:1; Genesis 14:14

4 A thousand men from each of the twelve tribes of Israel were selected to fight. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:16; Numbers 31:5; Judges 20:10

5 That totaled twelve thousand men, armed for battle. 

 Cross References: Numbers 31:4; Revelation 7:5; Numbers 1:46

6 Moses sent them to war—1,000 from each tribe—along with Phinehas, the son of Eleazar the priest, who carried the holy items and the trumpets for sounding the battle call. 

 Cross References: Numbers 25:7; Numbers 10:9; Joshua 6:4

2. Israel Defeats Midian (vv. 7–12)

7 They fought against Midian as the Lord had commanded Moses, and they killed all the Midianite men. 

 Cross References: Numbers 31:2; Deuteronomy 20:13; 1 Samuel 15:3

8 They also killed the five kings of Midian: Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Reba. Balaam son of Beor was also killed with the sword. 

 Cross References: Joshua 13:21; Numbers 22:5; Joshua 13:22

9 The Israelites captured all the Midianite women and children. They took all the cattle, flocks, and goods as plunder. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 20:14; Numbers 31:17; Judges 6:5

10 They burned all the Midianite towns and camps. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 13:16; Joshua 6:24; Judges 1:8

11 They took all the spoils and people as captives. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 20:14; Joshua 8:2; 1 Samuel 30:20

12 Then they brought everything—captives, goods, and spoils—back to Moses, Eleazar the priest, and the Israelite community at their camp on the plains of Moab near the Jordan River, across from Jericho. 

 Cross References: Numbers 22:1; Numbers 26:3; Joshua 4:13

3. Moses Rebukes the Officers (vv. 13–20) 13 Moses, Eleazar the priest, and the tribal leaders went outside the camp to meet the returning army. 

 Cross References: Genesis 14:17; 1 Samuel 18:6; Exodus 18:7

14 Moses was angry with the officers—the commanders of thousands and hundreds—who were returning from battle. 

 Cross References: Numbers 31:48; Exodus 18:21; Exodus 32:19

15 “Why have you let all the women live?” Moses demanded. 

 Cross References: Numbers 31:9; 1 Samuel 15:9; Deuteronomy 7:2

16 “They are the ones who followed Balaam’s advice and caused the Israelites to sin at Peor, bringing a plague upon the Lord’s people. 

 Cross References: Numbers 25:1; Revelation 2:14; 2 Peter 2:15

17 So now, kill every male child and every woman who has slept with a man. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 20:16; 1 Samuel 15:3; Judges 21:11

18 But keep alive all the young girls who have not known a man.” 

 Cross References: Judges 21:12; Deuteronomy 21:10; Numbers 31:35

19 Moses continued, “Stay outside the camp for seven days. Anyone who has killed someone or touched a dead body must purify themselves and their captives on the third and seventh days. 

 Cross References: Numbers 19:11; Numbers 19:16; Leviticus 15:13

20 Purify all clothing, leather, goat hair, and wooden articles.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 19:14; Leviticus 11:32; Numbers 31:23

4. Purification of the Plunder (vv. 21–24)

21 Eleazar the priest said to the soldiers, “This is what the law that the Lord gave Moses commands: Cross References: Numbers 19:2; Numbers 31:24; Leviticus 6:9

22 Gold, silver, bronze, iron, tin, and lead—

 Cross References: Numbers 31:50; Joshua 6:19; Ezekiel 27:12

23 anything that can survive fire—must be passed through the fire and then purified with water for cleansing. 

 Cross References: Numbers 19:9; Numbers 19:17; Numbers 31:20

24 Anything that cannot withstand fire must be purified with water alone. Wash your clothes on the seventh day, and you will be clean. After that, you may come into the camp.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 19:19; Leviticus 11:25; Numbers 8:7

5. Division of the Spoils (vv. 25–47)

25 The Lord said to Moses, 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:1; Numbers 1:1; Leviticus 1:1

26 “You, Eleazar the priest, and the leaders of the community must take a count of the spoils—both people and animals. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:2; Numbers 31:12; Joshua 22:8

27 Divide the spoils evenly between the soldiers who went to war and the rest of the community. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 30:24; Joshua 22:8; Numbers 31:36

28 From the soldiers’ portion, take a tribute for the Lord—one out of every 500 people, cattle, donkeys, and sheep. 

 Cross References: Numbers 31:37; Leviticus 27:30; Numbers 18:26

29 Give this tribute to Eleazar the priest as an offering to the Lord. 

 Cross References: Numbers 18:19; Numbers 31:41; Leviticus 7:14

30 From the Israelites’ share, take one out of every 50 people and animals and give it to the Levites who are responsible for the tabernacle.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:7; Numbers 18:6; Numbers 31:47

31 Moses and Eleazar did exactly as the Lord commanded. 

 Cross References: Exodus 39:43; Numbers 31:41; Deuteronomy 34:9

32 The total plunder from the war was:

 Cross References: Numbers 31:33; Genesis 13:2; Job 1:3

•  675,000 sheep, 

•  72,000 cattle, 

•  61,000 donkeys, 

•  32,000 women who had never slept with a man. From the soldiers' half:

•  337,500 sheep (675 given to the Lord), 

•  36,000 cattle (72 given to the Lord), 

•  30,500 donkeys (61 given to the Lord), 

•  16,000 women (32 given to the Lord). From the community's half:

•  337,500 sheep, 

•  36,000 cattle, 

•  30,500 donkeys, 

•  16,000 women. Moses took one out of every fifty from the community’s share and gave them to the Levites who took care of the tabernacle, just as the Lord had commanded. 

6. Offering of Gold from the Officers (vv. 48–54)

48 The officers over the thousands and hundreds approached Moses. 

 Cross References: Numbers 31:14; Exodus 18:21; Numbers 31:52

49 They said, “We’ve counted the soldiers under our command, and not one is missing! 

 Cross References: Joshua 23:14; Judges 21:3; Numbers 31:5

50 So we are bringing an offering to the Lord—gold items each man took for himself: bracelets, chains, rings, earrings, and ornaments—to make atonement for our souls before the Lord.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 35:22; Exodus 30:12; Exodus 25:2

51 Moses and Eleazar accepted the gold and all the jewelry. 

 Cross References: Exodus 35:22; Numbers 31:22; Exodus 32:3

52 The total gold given as an offering by the officers was 16,750 shekels. 

 Cross References: Exodus 38:24; 2 Samuel 8:11; 1 Chronicles 29:7

53 (The soldiers had also taken spoils for themselves.)

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 20:14; 1 Samuel 30:22; Joshua 22:8

54 Moses and Eleazar brought the gold into the tabernacle as a memorial offering before the Lord on behalf of all Israel. 

 Cross References: Exodus 30:16; Joshua 4:7; Exodus 28:12

Key Lessons from Numbers 31 (CSB)

•  God's justice is active and holy: The war against Midian was not for revenge but divine judgment. 

•  Sin brings consequence: Balaam's counsel led to thousands dying from the plague—God didn’t forget. 

•  Holiness requires purification: Even in victory, God's people were called to cleanse themselves and their possessions. 

•  Thankfulness and generosity: The officers’ voluntary offering reminds us to honor God when He brings us through battle safely. 

Numbers 32 (CSB) — Settling East of the Jordan

1. The Request of Reuben and Gad (vv. 1–5)

1 The tribes of Reuben and Gad owned a very large number of livestock. When they saw that the lands of Jazer and Gilead were ideal for cattle, 

 Cross References: Genesis 13:2; Numbers 21:32; Deuteronomy 3:12

2 they approached Moses, Eleazar the priest, and the leaders of Israel, Cross References: Numbers 27:2; Joshua 22:9; Numbers 32:6

3 and said, “We’ve seen the lands of Ataroth, Dibon, Jazer, Nimrah, Heshbon, Elealeh, Shebam, Nebo, and Beon—

 Cross References: Numbers 21:25; Isaiah 15:4; Joshua 13:17

4 this land that the Lord conquered for the people of Israel is perfect for livestock, and your servants have cattle. 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:24; Numbers 21:35; Deuteronomy 2:33

5 So if we’ve found favor with you, please let us have this land as our inheritance. Don’t make us cross the Jordan.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 47:29; Numbers 32:19; Joshua 22:4

2. Moses Rebukes Their Intentions (vv. 6–15)

6 But Moses said to the people of Gad and Reuben, “Should your brothers go to war while you sit here? 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:20; Judges 5:16; Nehemiah 4:14

7 Why are you trying to discourage the rest of the Israelites from going into the land the Lord is giving them? 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:31; Deuteronomy 1:28; Numbers 14:4

8 This is exactly what your ancestors did when I sent them from Kadesh-barnea to scout out the land. 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:26; Deuteronomy 1:19; Numbers 13:3

9 When they reached the Valley of Eshcol and saw the land, they discouraged the people from entering the land the Lord had given them. 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:23; Numbers 13:31; Deuteronomy 1:24

10 The Lord was angry and swore, 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:11; Psalm 95:11; Numbers 14:21

11 ‘None of the men who came out of Egypt, 20 years old or older, will see the land I promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, because they did not fully follow me—

 Cross References: Numbers 14:22; Deuteronomy 1:35; Hebrews 3:18

12 except Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite and Joshua son of Nun. They followed me completely.’

 Cross References: Numbers 14:24; Numbers 14:30; Joshua 14:8

13 The Lord was so angry that He made them wander in the wilderness for forty years until the whole generation of sinful people had died. 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:33; Deuteronomy 2:14; Psalm 95:10

14 And now here you are—a new generation of sinful people, taking your fathers’ place and making the Lord even angrier! 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:18; Deuteronomy 1:34; Matthew 23:32

15 If you turn away from Him now, He will abandon the people again in the wilderness, and you will be the cause of their destruction.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:43; Joshua 22:16; Deuteronomy 31:17

3. A Compromise Is Proposed (vv. 16–19)

16 Then they approached Moses and said, “We’ll build pens for our livestock and towns for our families here, 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:24; Numbers 32:36; Genesis 33:17

17 but we ourselves will be ready for battle and go ahead of the Israelites until they’ve all received their inheritance. Our children will stay in fortified towns for safety. 

 Cross References: Joshua 1:14; Joshua 4:12; Numbers 32:27

18 We will not return to our homes until every Israelite has received his share of the land. 

 Cross References: Joshua 22:4; Joshua 1:15; Numbers 32:32

19 We’re not asking for any land on the west side of the Jordan, because our share is on the east side.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 13:8; Deuteronomy 3:16; Joshua 22:25

4. Moses Agrees Under Conditions (vv. 20–24)

20 Moses said, “If you do as you’ve promised—go armed before the Lord into battle, Cross References: Numbers 32:27; Joshua 4:13; Numbers 32:29

21 and cross the Jordan ready to fight until the Lord drives out His enemies—

 Cross References: Joshua 3:17; Deuteronomy 9:3; Joshua 23:5

22 and the land is conquered—then you can return and be free from guilt before the Lord and the Israelites. This land will then belong to you. 

 Cross References: Joshua 22:4; Joshua 18:1; Numbers 32:29

23 But if you don’t keep your word, you will have sinned against the Lord—and be sure your sin will find you out. 

 Cross References: Galatians 6:7; Joshua 22:22; Proverbs 13:21

24 So build your towns and sheepfolds, and do exactly what you’ve said.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:16; Deuteronomy 23:23; Numbers 32:36

5. The Tribes Accept the Terms (vv. 25–27)

25 The people of Gad and Reuben replied, “We, your servants, will do exactly what you’ve commanded. 

 Cross References: Genesis 44:16; Joshua 1:16; Numbers 32:31

26 Our children, wives, flocks, and cattle will stay here in the towns of Gilead, Cross References: Numbers 32:16; Numbers 32:1; Joshua 22:8

27 but all of us who are able will cross over to fight before the Lord, just as you have said.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 4:13; Numbers 32:20; Joshua 22:2

6. The Agreement is Formalized (vv. 28–32)

28 Moses then gave instructions about them to Eleazar the priest, Joshua son of Nun, and the leaders of the tribes. 

 Cross References: Numbers 27:19; Numbers 34:17; Deuteronomy 31:7

29 He said, “If the tribes of Gad and Reuben cross the Jordan with you, ready to fight before the Lord, and the land is conquered, give them the land of Gilead. 

 Cross References: Joshua 1:13; Numbers 32:22; Joshua 13:8

30 But if they do not go over with you armed, they must accept a portion of land with you in Canaan.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 22:19; Numbers 34:2; Numbers 32:33

31 The people of Gad and Reuben replied, “We will do what the Lord has said. 

 Cross References: Exodus 24:3; Joshua 1:16; Numbers 32:25

32 We will cross over and fight before the Lord in Canaan, so the land east of the Jordan will be ours.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 4:12; Joshua 22:9; Deuteronomy 3:18

7. Land Distribution and City Building (vv. 33–42)

33 So Moses gave the land to the tribes of Gad and Reuben and to half the tribe of Manasseh (son of Joseph). It included the kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites and the kingdom of Og king of Bashan —their cities and surrounding lands. The people of Gad built: Cross References: Numbers 21:24; Numbers 21:35; Joshua 13:29

•  Dibon, Ataroth, Aroer, 

•  Atroth-shophan, Jazer, Jogbehah, 

•  Beth-nimrah, and Beth-haran—fortified cities and sheep pens. The people of Reuben built:

•  Heshbon, Elealeh, Kirjathaim, 

•  Nebo, Baal-meon (renaming them), 

•  And Shibmah. The descendants of Machir (son of Manasseh) went to Gilead, took it from the Amorites, and settled there. 

40 Moses gave Gilead to Machir, and he lived there. 

 Cross References: Joshua 17:1; Genesis 50:23; Numbers 26:29

41 Jair, another son of Manasseh, captured nearby villages and called them Havoth-jair. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 3:14; Judges 10:3; 1 Kings 4:13

42 Nobah conquered Kenath and its surrounding villages and named it after himself. 

 Cross References: Judges 8:11; 1 Chronicles 2:23; Genesis 4:17

Key Lessons from Numbers 32 (CSB)

•  Desire without duty is selfishness: Reuben and Gad wanted land, but Moses reminded them of their duty to fight alongside their brothers. 

•  Faithfulness keeps unity: Their commitment to go to battle first ensured peace and unity among the tribes. 

•  Promises matter to God: Moses warned them, “Be sure your sin will find you out.” Keeping vows to God is serious. 

•  God honors wise agreements: When commitments are fulfilled, God blesses with peace and inheritance. 

Numbers 33 (CSB) — Israel’s Journey from Egypt to the Promised Land 1. Moses Records Israel’s Journey (vv. 1–4)

1 These are the stages of the journey the Israelites took as they left Egypt in organized groups under the leadership of Moses and Aaron. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:37; Exodus 13:18; Exodus 6:26

2 At the Lord’s command, Moses recorded each place they traveled to as they set out. Here is the record of their journey, step by step:

 Cross References: Exodus 17:14; Exodus 24:4; Deuteronomy 31:24

3 They left Rameses on the fifteenth day of the first month—the day after the Passover. With great confidence, the Israelites marched out in full view of the Egyptians, Cross References: Exodus 12:37; Exodus 12:51; Exodus 14:8

4 who were still burying their firstborn sons, struck down by the Lord. The Lord had also brought judgment on their gods. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:29; Exodus 12:12; Exodus 18:11

2. The Route Through the Wilderness (vv. 5–49)

5 The Israelites left Rameses and camped at Succoth. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:37; Exodus 13:20; Genesis 33:17

6 From Succoth, they went to Etham, on the edge of the wilderness. 

 Cross References: Exodus 13:20; Exodus 13:21; Exodus 13:22

7 From Etham, they turned back to Pi-hahiroth, opposite Baal-zephon, and camped near Migdol. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:2; Exodus 14:9; Jeremiah 44:1

8 They left Pi-hahiroth, crossed through the Red Sea into the wilderness, and after traveling for three days into the wilderness of Etham, they camped at Marah. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:22; Exodus 15:23; Ruth 1:20

9 From Marah, they went to Elim, where there were twelve springs and seventy palm trees, and they camped there. 

 Cross References: Exodus 15:27; Exodus 15:23; Psalm 84:6

10 Then they left Elim and camped by the Red Sea. 

 Cross References: Exodus 15:22; Psalm 106:7; Exodus 14:22

11 From the Red Sea, they traveled to the wilderness of Sin. 

 Cross References: Exodus 16:1; Exodus 16:2; Psalm 78:24

12 From there to Dophkah, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 8:15; Deuteronomy 2:7; Nehemiah 9:19

13 then to Alush, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 1:19; Deuteronomy 29:5; Psalm 136:16

14 and to Rephidim, where there was no water for the people to drink. 

 Cross References: Exodus 17:1; Exodus 17:6; Psalm 78:15

15 From Rephidim, they went to the wilderness of Sinai. 

 Cross References: Exodus 19:1; Exodus 19:2; Exodus 24:16

16 Then to Kibroth-hattaavah, 

 Cross References: Psalm 78:30; Psalm 106:14; Deuteronomy 9:22

17 Hazeroth, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 1:1; Nehemiah 9:20; Psalm 78:52

18 Rithmah, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 1:19; Deuteronomy 1:22; Joshua 14:7

19 Rimmon-perez, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 1:19; Deuteronomy 8:2; Nehemiah 9:19

20 Libnah, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 8:2; Deuteronomy 2:7; Psalm 107:4

21 Rissah, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 8:15; Deuteronomy 29:5; Amos 2:10

22 Kehelathah, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 1:19; Nehemiah 9:19; Psalm 78:52

23 Mount Shapher, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 8:15; Deuteronomy 2:7; Psalm 136:16

24 Haradah, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 29:5; Nehemiah 9:21; Acts 13:18

25 Makheloth, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 1:19; Deuteronomy 8:2; Psalm 107:4

26 Tahath, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 2:7; Deuteronomy 8:15; Nehemiah 9:19

27 Tarah, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 29:5; Psalm 78:52; Amos 2:10

28 Mithcah, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 8:15; Deuteronomy 1:19; Psalm 136:16

29 Hashmonah, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 2:7; Nehemiah 9:19; Deuteronomy 8:2

30 Moseroth, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 10:6; Deuteronomy 32:50; Deuteronomy 9:20

31 Bene-jaakan, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 10:6; Deuteronomy 2:7; Nehemiah 9:19

32 Hor-hagidgad, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 10:7; Deuteronomy 8:15; Psalm 107:4

33 Jotbathah, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 10:7; Deuteronomy 8:7; Nehemiah 9:20

34 Ebronah, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 8:15; Deuteronomy 2:7; Psalm 136:16

35 Ezion-geber, 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 9:26; Deuteronomy 2:8; 2 Chronicles 8:17

36 and then into the wilderness of Zin at Kadesh. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 1:19; Deuteronomy 1:46; Deuteronomy 32:51

37 From Kadesh, they traveled to Mount Hor, on the edge of Edom. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:50; Deuteronomy 10:6; Deuteronomy 2:4

38 It was there that Aaron the priest climbed Mount Hor at the Lord’s command and died. This happened on the first day of the fifth month in the fortieth year after they left Egypt. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:50; Deuteronomy 10:6; Deuteronomy 34:5

39 Aaron was 123 years old when he died on Mount Hor. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 34:7; Exodus 7:7; Exodus 6:20

40 The Canaanite king of Arad, who lived in the Negev in Canaan, heard that the Israelites were coming. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 1:44; Judges 1:16; Joshua 12:14

41 They left Mount Hor and camped at Zalmonah, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 8:15; Deuteronomy 2:7; Psalm 107:4

42 then Punon, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 2:1; Genesis 36:41; Deuteronomy 8:15

43 Oboth, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 2:8; Deuteronomy 2:13; Deuteronomy 8:15

44 Iye-abarim, on the border of Moab, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 2:18; Deuteronomy 2:9; Judges 11:18

45 Iim, 

 Cross References: Joshua 13:9; Joshua 13:17; Isaiah 15:2

46 Dibon-gad, 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 48:22; Ezekiel 6:14; Deuteronomy 2:8

47 Almon-diblathaim, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:49; Deuteronomy 34:1; Deuteronomy 3:27

48 the mountains of Abarim near Nebo, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 34:1; Joshua 3:1; Joshua 2:1

49 and finally camped in the plains of Moab by the Jordan River across from Jericho. Their camp stretched from Beth-jeshimoth to Abel-shittim in the plains of Moab. 

 Cross References: Joshua 2:1; Joshua 3:16; Micah 6:5

3. Instructions for Possessing the Land (vv. 50–56) 50 While they were camped by the Jordan across from Jericho, the Lord spoke to Moses: Cross References: Deuteronomy 1:5; Joshua 3:1; Deuteronomy 34:1

51 “Tell the Israelites: When you cross the Jordan into the land of Canaan, Cross References: Deuteronomy 11:31; Joshua 1:11; Joshua 3:17

52 you must drive out all the people living there. Destroy all their carved images, cast idols, and demolish their high places. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 7:5; Deuteronomy 12:2; Exodus 23:24

53 Take possession of the land and settle in it, because I have given it to you to own. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:29; Leviticus 25:38; Deuteronomy 8:1

54 Distribute the land by casting lots among your families. Give a larger inheritance to larger tribes, and a smaller one to smaller tribes. The land each tribe receives will be assigned by lot according to their ancestral tribes. 

 Cross References: Joshua 14:2; Joshua 18:6; Proverbs 16:33

55 But if you don’t drive out the people who live in the land, those you allow to remain will become like splinters in your eyes and thorns in your sides. They will harass you in the land where you live. 

 Cross References: Joshua 23:13; Judges 2:3; Joshua 23:12

56 And I will do to you what I had planned to do to them.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 29:24; Judges 2:3; Leviticus 26:38

Key Lessons from Numbers 33 (CSB)

•  God keeps detailed records: Every step of Israel’s journey was recorded by Moses at the Lord’s command. God remembers where we’ve been. 

•  The past reminds us of His faithfulness: This long list of campsites is a testimony of God’s provision and patience over 40 years. 

•  Obedience is necessary for inheritance: God promised the land—but it required obedience to remove sin and idolatry. 

•  Compromise with sin has consequences: Leaving Canaanites in the land would bring trouble

—just as compromise in our hearts invites pain. 

Numbers 34 (CSB) — Boundaries and Division of the Promised Land 1. The Lord Defines the Borders of Canaan (vv. 1–12)

1 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 

 Cross References: Exodus 6:2; Leviticus 1:1; Deuteronomy 4:5

2 “Tell the Israelites: When you enter the land of Canaan, it will be given to you as your inheritance. 

These are the boundaries of the land of Canaan:

 Cross References: Genesis 15:18; Deuteronomy 1:7; Joshua 1:4

3 The southern border will begin at the wilderness of Zin, along the border of Edom. It will start on the east side at the southern tip of the Dead Sea. 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:1; Genesis 14:3; Joshua 15:2

4 Then it will run south past the Scorpion Pass to Zin, continue south of Kadesh-barnea, then to Hazar- addar, and on to Azmon. 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:3; Joshua 15:4; Deuteronomy 1:19

5 From Azmon, it will turn toward the Brook of Egypt, and its end will be at the Mediterranean Sea. 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:4; 1 Kings 8:65; Genesis 15:18

6 Your western border will be the Mediterranean Sea—this is your entire western boundary. 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:12; Joshua 1:4; Deuteronomy 11:24

7 For the northern border, draw a line from the Mediterranean Sea to Mount Hor. 

 Cross References: Joshua 13:5; Ezekiel 47:15; Judges 3:3

8 From Mount Hor, go to the entrance of Hamath, then on to Zedad, Cross References: Joshua 13:5; Ezekiel 47:16; 1 Kings 8:65

9 continuing to Ziphron and ending at Hazar-enan. This will be your northern boundary. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 47:17; Joshua 13:5; Genesis 15:18

10 The eastern border will run from Hazar-enan to Shepham, 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 47:18; Joshua 13:27; Joshua 12:3

11 then down to Riblah on the east side of Ain. From there it will go down to the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee (Chinnereth), 

 Cross References: Joshua 12:3; Joshua 13:27; Ezekiel 47:18

12 and then follow the Jordan River down to the Dead Sea. These are the boundaries surrounding your land.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:5; Genesis 14:3; Joshua 3:17

2. Inheritance for Nine and a Half Tribes (vv. 13–15)

13 Then Moses commanded the Israelites, “This is the land you will divide by lot as your inheritance— the land the Lord has assigned to the nine and a half tribes. 

 Cross References: Joshua 14:1; Joshua 13:7; Joshua 19:51

14 The tribes of Reuben and Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh, have already received their inheritance

 Cross References: Joshua 13:8; Deuteronomy 3:12; Joshua 12:6

15 on the east side of the Jordan River, across from Jericho, facing the sunrise.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 13:32; Deuteronomy 3:17; Deuteronomy 3:20

3. Leaders Appointed to Divide the Land (vv. 16–29)

16 The Lord said to Moses, 

 Cross References: Leviticus 1:1; Exodus 25:1; Deuteronomy 5:1

17 “These are the men who will divide the land among you: Eleazar the priest and Joshua son of Nun. 

 Cross References: Joshua 14:1; Joshua 19:51; Joshua 21:1

18 Take one leader from each tribe to help with the division. 

 Cross References: Joshua 14:1; Joshua 19:51; Joshua 21:1

19 Here are the names of those leaders:

 Cross References: Joshua 14:6; Joshua 15:13; Judges 1:20

•  From Judah: Caleb son of Jephunneh

20 - From Simeon: Shemuel son of Ammihud

 Cross References: Joshua 19:1; 1 Chronicles 4:24; 1 Chronicles 4:27

21 - From Benjamin: Elidad son of Chislon

 Cross References: Joshua 18:11; 1 Chronicles 7:6; Genesis 49:27

22 - From Dan: Bukki son of Jogli

 Cross References: Joshua 19:40; Judges 18:1; Genesis 49:16

23 - From Manasseh (Joseph’s tribe): Hanniel son of Ephod

 Cross References: Joshua 17:1; Genesis 48:5; Genesis 41:51

24 - From Ephraim (Joseph’s tribe): Kemuel son of Shiphtan Cross References: Joshua 16:4; Genesis 48:20; Genesis 41:52

25 - From Zebulun: Elizaphan son of Parnach

 Cross References: Joshua 19:10; Genesis 49:13; Deuteronomy 33:18

26 - From Issachar: Paltiel son of Azzan

 Cross References: Joshua 19:17; Genesis 49:14; Deuteronomy 33:18

27 - From Asher: Ahihud son of Shelomi

 Cross References: Joshua 19:24; Genesis 49:20; Deuteronomy 33:24

28 - From Naphtali: Pedahel son of Ammihud

 Cross References: Joshua 19:32; Genesis 49:21; Deuteronomy 33:23

29 These are the men the Lord appointed to divide the inheritance among the Israelites in the land of Canaan. 

 Cross References: Joshua 14:1; Joshua 19:51; Joshua 21:8

Key Lessons from Numbers 34 (CSB)

•  God sets clear boundaries: Just as the land had defined borders, our lives thrive within God’s ordered direction. 

•  Each tribe has a portion: Everyone in God’s family has a share—none are forgotten. 

•  Leadership matters: Faithful leaders like Joshua and Caleb were entrusted to guide the division of the land fairly. 

•  God honors commitment: The tribes who helped fight for the land before settling were honored with inheritance east of the Jordan. 

Numbers 35 (CSB) — The Cities for the Levites and the Cities of Refuge 1. Cities Given to the Levites (vv. 1–8)

1 The Lord spoke to Moses in the plains of Moab by the Jordan near Jericho, saying, Cross References: Deuteronomy 1:5; Joshua 13:32; Deuteronomy 34:1

2 “Command the Israelites to give the Levites cities from the land they will inherit—places where the Levites can live. Also give them pastureland around these cities. 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:2; Leviticus 25:32; Joshua 14:3

3 These cities will be homes for them, and the pasturelands will be for their cattle, livestock, and other animals. 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:2; Leviticus 25:34; 1 Chronicles 6:64

4 The pastures around each city will extend 1,000 cubits (about 1,500 feet) out from the city walls in every direction. 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:41; Ezekiel 45:2; Ezekiel 48:17

5 You must measure 2,000 cubits (about 3,000 feet) outside the city to the east, south, west, and north

—the city in the middle with the pastures surrounding it. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 48:17; Joshua 21:11; Ezekiel 45:2

6 Among the cities you give the Levites, choose six cities of refuge, where someone who has accidentally killed a person can run for safety. In addition to these six, give them forty-two other cities. 

 Cross References: Joshua 20:2; Deuteronomy 19:2; Joshua 21:13

7 In all, you must give the Levites forty-eight cities, along with the pastures around them. 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:41; 1 Chronicles 6:64; Joshua 21:3

8 These cities will come from the tribes’ own inheritance—more from larger tribes and fewer from smaller ones, depending on the size of their land.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:3; Leviticus 25:34; Joshua 21:41

2. Purpose of the Cities of Refuge (vv. 9–15)

9 The Lord said to Moses, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:41; Leviticus 1:1; Joshua 20:2

10 “Tell the Israelites: When you cross the Jordan into the land of Canaan, Cross References: Deuteronomy 19:1; Joshua 20:2; Deuteronomy 19:2

11 designate some cities as cities of refuge. If someone kills another person accidentally, they can flee there for protection. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 19:3; Joshua 20:3; Exodus 21:13

12 These cities will protect the person from the relative seeking revenge, until the case can be judged properly by the community. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 19:6; Joshua 20:6; Deuteronomy 19:12

13 Set aside six cities in total as cities of refuge. 

 Cross References: Joshua 20:7; Deuteronomy 19:7; Joshua 20:8

14 Three cities must be on the east side of the Jordan and three in Canaan. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:41; Joshua 20:8; Deuteronomy 19:2

15 These cities are for the Israelites, foreigners, and traveling strangers. Anyone who kills someone unintentionally may flee there.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 20:9; Leviticus 24:22; Exodus 12:49

3. Punishment for Murderers (vv. 16–21)

16 “If someone kills another with an iron object, they are a murderer and must be put to death. 

 Cross References: Exodus 21:12; Genesis 9:6; Leviticus 24:17

17 If they strike someone with a stone that can kill and the person dies, it is murder. 

 Cross References: Exodus 21:12; Deuteronomy 19:11; Deuteronomy 19:12

18 If they use a wooden weapon that can kill and someone dies, it is murder. The killer must be executed. 

 Cross References: Exodus 21:12; Deuteronomy 19:11; Genesis 9:6

19 The nearest relative of the victim is the avenger of blood. He must kill the murderer when he finds him. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 19:12; Genesis 9:6; 2 Samuel 14:11

20 If the killer struck the victim out of hatred, ambushed them, or intentionally attacked with violence, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 19:11; Exodus 21:14; Genesis 4:8

21 and the victim dies, then it is murder. The killer must be put to death by the avenger of blood.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 19:11; Deuteronomy 19:12; Genesis 9:6

4. Cases of Accidental Killing (vv. 22–25)

22 “But if someone kills another suddenly and without hatred, Cross References: Deuteronomy 19:4; Deuteronomy 19:5; Exodus 21:13

23 or accidentally throws a stone without seeing them and kills them, Cross References: Deuteronomy 19:4; Deuteronomy 19:5; Exodus 21:13

24 then the community must judge fairly between the killer and the avenger of blood. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 19:12; Joshua 20:6; Deuteronomy 17:8

25 If it’s ruled accidental, the community must protect the killer from the avenger and bring him back to his city of refuge, where he must stay until the high priest dies.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 20:6; Leviticus 21:10; Hebrews 6:18

5. Rules for Staying in the City of Refuge (vv. 26–28)

26 “If the killer ever leaves the city of refuge, 

 Cross References: Joshua 20:6; Deuteronomy 19:6; Joshua 20:4

27 and the avenger of blood finds and kills him, the avenger is not guilty. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 19:6; Joshua 20:5; 2 Samuel 14:11

28 The killer must remain in the city of refuge until the high priest dies. Only then may he return to his own land.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 20:6; Hebrews 9:16; Leviticus 21:10

6. Justice, Not Revenge (vv. 29–34)

29 “These rules are permanent for all generations wherever you live. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 3:17; Exodus 12:14; Deuteronomy 19:14

30 Anyone who kills another must be put to death only if there are two or more witnesses. One witness is not enough to sentence someone to death. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 17:6; Deuteronomy 19:15; Matthew 18:16

31 You must not accept payment to let a murderer avoid execution. 

 Cross References: Genesis 9:6; Exodus 21:14; Leviticus 24:17

32 Nor can a killer pay to leave a city of refuge early. 

 Cross References: Joshua 20:6; Hebrews 9:15; Leviticus 21:10

33 Do not defile the land with bloodshed. Blood pollutes the land, and only the death of the one who shed it can cleanse it. 

 Cross References: Genesis 4:10; Deuteronomy 21:1; Psalm 106:38

34 Do not defile the land you will live in, for I, the Lord, dwell among the people of Israel.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:25; Exodus 25:8; Ezekiel 43:7

Key Lessons from Numbers 35 (CSB)

•  God values justice over vengeance — even in cases of accidental death. 

•  Cities of refuge reflect God’s mercy and structure for due process. 

•  The Levites were scattered throughout Israel to serve as spiritual leaders. 

•  Murder is a serious offense and cannot be ignored or bribed away. 

•  God dwells among His people and expects the land to reflect His holiness. 

Numbers 36 (CSB) — Keeping the Inheritance Within the Tribe 1. A Concern About Tribal Inheritance (vv. 1–4)

1 Then the leaders of the families from the clan of Gilead (son of Machir, son of Manasseh, from the tribe of Joseph) came to speak with Moses and the other leaders of Israel. 

 Cross References: Joshua 17:3; 1 Chronicles 7:14; 1 Chronicles 7:15

2 They said, “The Lord commanded you to give land to the people of Israel as their inheritance by casting lots. And the Lord also told you to give the inheritance of our relative Zelophehad to his daughters. 

 Cross References: Joshua 17:3; Joshua 17:4; Job 42:15

3 But if they marry men from another tribe, their land will become part of that tribe’s inheritance. 

When the Year of Jubilee comes, their land will permanently belong to that other tribe and be lost from our tribe’s share.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:13; Joshua 13:33; Ruth 4:5

4 “In the Jubilee, their inheritance will be added to the tribe they marry into, and it will be taken from our ancestral land.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:10; Leviticus 25:13; Leviticus 25:28

2. The Lord’s Answer Through Moses (vv. 5–9)

5 So Moses gave the Israelites a ruling from the Lord: “The tribe of Joseph’s descendants is right in what they say. 

 Cross References: Joshua 17:4; Proverbs 12:15; Joshua 17:3

6 Here is what the Lord commands about the daughters of Zelophehad: They may marry anyone they wish, but only within their own tribe. 

 Cross References: Genesis 24:3; 1 Corinthians 7:39; Ezra 9:12

7 That way, no inheritance in Israel will pass from one tribe to another. Each tribe must keep the land given to them by their ancestors. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:23; 1 Kings 21:3; Ezekiel 46:18

8 Any Israelite woman who inherits land must marry someone from her own tribe, so every family will keep its land. 

 Cross References: Joshua 17:3; 1 Chronicles 23:22; Ruth 4:6

9 No inheritance may pass from one tribe to another. Every tribe must keep its own inheritance.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:23; 1 Kings 21:3; Micah 2:2

3. The Daughters of Zelophehad Obey (vv. 10–12)

10 The daughters of Zelophehad obeyed the Lord’s command through Moses. 

 Cross References: Joshua 17:3; Joshua 17:4; Exodus 39:43

11 Mahlah, Tirzah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Noah married their cousins—sons of their father’s brothers. 

 Cross References: Joshua 17:3; 1 Chronicles 7:15; Job 42:15

12 They married within the tribe of Manasseh, son of Joseph, so their inheritance stayed within their tribe and their father’s family line. 

 Cross References: Joshua 17:3; Joshua 17:6; Genesis 50:23

4. Conclusion of the Book (v. 13)

13 These are the commands and decisions that the Lord gave through Moses to the people of Israel while they were camped in the plains of Moab by the Jordan River near Jericho. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 1:5; Leviticus 27:34; Deuteronomy 29:1

Key Lessons from Numbers 36 (CSB)

•  God values order and fairness—tribal inheritances were preserved to avoid conflict and confusion. 

•  Marriage impacted property laws in ancient Israel and was governed to protect family heritage. 

•  The daughters of Zelophehad serve as a model of obedience, faith, and courage. 

•  Tribal identity mattered—God maintained each family's heritage even in complex legal cases. 

4.  Final Instructions and Farewell (Ch. 31–34) – Moses’ last words, the Song of Moses, and his death

Why Deuteronomy Matters Today

Deuteronomy is not just a repetition of old laws—it’s a passionate call to love, obey, and remember God. It emphasizes teaching children, staying faithful in prosperity, and worshiping God alone. Its warnings are still relevant in an age of compromise, and its promises point us to Jesus, the faithful Israelite and the ultimate lawgiver. 

As you read Deuteronomy, you are hearing the voice of a spiritual father pleading with his children:

“Choose life!”  (Deuteronomy 30:19)

Deuteronomy Chapter 1 (Crawford Standard Bible)

1. Introduction and Setting the Stage (Verses 1–5)

1 These are the words Moses spoke to all the people of Israel east of the Jordan River, in the wilderness, in the plains across from the Red Sea, near Paran, Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth, and Dizahab. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 29:1; Deuteronomy 4:44; John 1:17

2 (It’s an eleven-day journey from Mount Horeb to Kadesh-barnea by way of Mount Seir.) Cross References: Numbers 13:26; Exodus 3:1; Numbers 10:12

3 On the first day of the eleventh month in the fortieth year, Moses gave the Israelites all the instructions the Lord had commanded him to give. 

 Cross References: Numbers 33:38; Deuteronomy 34:8; Joshua 5:6

4 This was after he had defeated Sihon king of the Amorites, who lived in Heshbon, and Og king of Bashan, who lived in Ashtaroth at Edrei. 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:24; Numbers 21:35; Deuteronomy 3:1

5 While the Israelites were camped in the land of Moab, east of the Jordan, Moses carefully explained this law, saying:

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:44; Deuteronomy 27:8; Nehemiah 8:8

2. God’s Command to Leave Horeb (Verses 6–8)

6 “The Lord our God said to us at Mount Horeb, ‘You’ve stayed at this mountain long enough. 

 Cross References: Exodus 19:1; Numbers 10:11; Deuteronomy 5:2

7 Break camp and set out for the hill country of the Amorites and all the surrounding regions—the plains, the hill country, the lowlands, the Negev, and the coastal areas, including the land of the Canaanites and Lebanon, as far as the great Euphrates River. 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:18; Numbers 34:3; Joshua 1:4

8 Look, I have given you this land. Go in and take possession of it, just as the Lord swore to give it to your ancestors—Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—and to their descendants after them.’” 

 Cross References: Genesis 12:7; Genesis 26:3; Genesis 28:13

3. Appointing Leaders to Help Judge the People (Verses 9–18) 9 At that time I said to you, ‘I can’t handle all of you by myself. 

 Cross References: Exodus 18:18; Numbers 11:14; Exodus 18:14

10 The Lord your God has increased your numbers, and today you are as many as the stars in the sky. 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:5; Genesis 22:17; Exodus 1:7

11 May the Lord, the God of your ancestors, multiply you a thousand times more and bless you, just as He promised! 

 Cross References: Genesis 17:2; 2 Samuel 24:3; Psalm 115:14

12 But how can I carry the burden of all your problems, disputes, and complaints by myself? 

 Cross References: Numbers 11:11; Numbers 11:14; Exodus 18:18

13 Choose wise, understanding, and respected men from each of your tribes, and I will appoint them as your leaders.’

 Cross References: Exodus 18:21; Numbers 11:16; Acts 6:3

14 You agreed and said, ‘That’s a good idea.’

 Cross References: Exodus 18:24; Exodus 19:8; Deuteronomy 5:28

15 So I took the leaders of your tribes—wise and respected men—and appointed them as your leaders: commanders over thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens, and as tribal officials. 

 Cross References: Exodus 18:25; Numbers 11:16; Numbers 1:16

16 Then I instructed your judges: ‘Hear the cases between your people and judge fairly, whether the case is between two Israelites or between an Israelite and a foreigner living among you. 

 Cross References: Exodus 18:22; Leviticus 19:15; John 7:24

17 Don’t show partiality in judgment. Listen to small and great alike. Don’t be afraid of anyone, for judgment belongs to God. If any case is too difficult, bring it to me, and I’ll handle it.’

 Cross References: Leviticus 19:15; Proverbs 24:23; James 2:1

18 And I gave you all the commands you needed at that time. 

 Cross References: Exodus 18:20; Deuteronomy 4:5; Deuteronomy 6:1

4. The Journey to Kadesh and the Refusal to Enter (Verses 19–33) 19 “Then we left Mount Horeb and traveled through that vast and terrible wilderness, as the Lord our God had commanded. We finally arrived at Kadesh-barnea. 

 Cross References: Numbers 10:12; Numbers 13:3; Jeremiah 2:6

20 I said, ‘You’ve come to the hill country of the Amorites, which the Lord our God is giving us. 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:17; Deuteronomy 1:7; Joshua 1:2

21 Look! The Lord your God has given you this land. Go up and take possession of it, just as He told us. Don’t be afraid or discouraged.’

 Cross References: Numbers 13:30; Joshua 1:9; Deuteronomy 31:6

22 But all of you came to me and said, ‘Let’s send out scouts to explore the land and give us a report about the route we should take and which cities we’ll encounter.’

 Cross References: Numbers 13:2; Joshua 2:1; Numbers 13:17

23 That idea seemed good to me, so I chose twelve men, one from each tribe. 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:3; Numbers 13:16; Numbers 1:4

24 They went up into the hill country and came to the Valley of Eshcol and explored it. 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:23; Numbers 13:24; Numbers 32:9

25 They brought back some of the fruit and reported, ‘It’s a good land the Lord our God is giving us!’

 Cross References: Numbers 13:26; Numbers 13:27; Numbers 14:7

26 But you refused to go. You rebelled against the Lord’s command. 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:1; Numbers 14:2; Psalm 106:24

27 You complained in your tents, saying, ‘The Lord hates us! He brought us out of Egypt just to let the Amorites destroy us. 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:2; Numbers 14:3; Psalm 106:25

28 Where can we go? Our brothers have made us lose heart. They said the people there are stronger and taller than we are. Their cities are huge and fortified. And we even saw the Anakim giants there!’

 Cross References: Numbers 13:28; Numbers 13:33; Numbers 14:1

29 But I told you, ‘Don’t be terrified or afraid of them. 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:9; Deuteronomy 20:3; Joshua 1:9

30 The Lord your God goes before you! He will fight for you, just like He did in Egypt. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:14; Exodus 14:25; Nehemiah 4:20

31 You saw how the Lord carried you through the wilderness, like a father carries his child, all the way until you arrived here.’

 Cross References: Exodus 19:4; Numbers 11:12; Isaiah 63:9

32 But even after all this, you didn’t trust the Lord your God, Cross References: Numbers 14:11; Psalm 106:24; Hebrews 3:19

33 who went ahead of you in fire by night and cloud by day, guiding you to a place to camp and showing you the way to go.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 13:21; Exodus 40:38; Nehemiah 9:12

5. God’s Judgment on that Generation (Verses 34–40)

34 “When the Lord heard your complaining, He became angry and swore, Cross References: Numbers 14:11; Numbers 14:28; Psalm 95:11

35 ‘Not one of this evil generation will see the good land I swore to give to your ancestors, Cross References: Numbers 14:23; Numbers 32:11; Psalm 95:11

36 except Caleb son of Jephunneh. He will see it, and I will give him and his descendants the land he walked on, because he followed the Lord completely.’

 Cross References: Numbers 14:24; Numbers 14:30; Joshua 14:9

37 The Lord was also angry with me because of you. He said, ‘You too will not enter the land. 

 Cross References: Numbers 20:12; Deuteronomy 3:26; Deuteronomy 34:4

38 But Joshua son of Nun, your assistant, will lead them in. Encourage him, for he will cause Israel to inherit the land. 

 Cross References: Numbers 27:18; Numbers 14:30; Deuteronomy 31:7

39 Your children, whom you said would become plunder, and your little ones who don’t yet know good from evil—they will enter the land. I will give it to them, and they will take possession of it. 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:31; Numbers 14:3; Isaiah 7:16


40 But you—turn around and head back into the wilderness toward the Red Sea.’” 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:25; Numbers 14:45; Numbers 21:4

6. Israel’s Presumptuous Disobedience (Verses 41–46)

41 “Then you said, ‘We have sinned against the Lord! We’ll go up and fight, just as the Lord our God commanded us.’ So every man put on his weapons and thought it would be easy to invade the hill country. 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:40; Numbers 14:41; 1 Samuel 15:24

42 But the Lord told me, ‘Warn them not to go up and fight, because I will not be with them. If they go, they will be defeated by their enemies.’

 Cross References: Numbers 14:42; Numbers 14:43; Joshua 7:12

43 I told you, but you wouldn’t listen. You rebelled again and arrogantly marched up into the hill country. 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:44; Numbers 14:45; Psalm 106:13

44 Then the Amorites living there came out and attacked you like a swarm of bees. They chased you all the way down from Seir to Hormah. 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:45; Numbers 21:3; Judges 1:17

45 Then you returned and wept before the Lord, but He refused to listen. 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:39; Judges 2:4; Psalm 78:34

46 So you stayed at Kadesh for a long time.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 20:1; Numbers 13:26; Judges 11:17

Deuteronomy 1 – Crawford Standard Bible (CSB)

1. Introduction and Setting (Verses 1–5)

1 These are the words Moses spoke to all the people of Israel while they were still east of the Jordan River, in the wilderness, across from the Red Sea, near the places of Paran, Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth, and Dizahab. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 29:1; Deuteronomy 4:44; John 1:17

2 It takes eleven days to travel from Mount Horeb to Kadesh-barnea by way of Mount Seir. 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:26; Exodus 3:1; Numbers 10:12

3 On the first day of the eleventh month in the fortieth year, Moses spoke to the Israelites everything the Lord had commanded him to tell them. 

 Cross References: Numbers 33:38; Deuteronomy 34:8; Joshua 5:6

4 This was after Moses had defeated King Sihon of the Amorites, who lived in Heshbon, and King Og of Bashan, who lived in Ashtaroth at Edrei. 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:24; Numbers 21:35; Deuteronomy 3:1

5 While the Israelites were camped in the plains of Moab east of the Jordan River, Moses began to explain God’s laws. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:44; Deuteronomy 27:8; Nehemiah 8:8

2. God’s Command to Move Forward (Verses 6–8)

6 The Lord our God said to us at Horeb, “You’ve stayed at this mountain long enough. 

 Cross References: Exodus 19:1; Numbers 10:11; Deuteronomy 5:2

7 It’s time to break camp and move on. Go to the hill country of the Amorites and to all the nearby regions—the plains, the mountains, the foothills, the southern desert, and the seacoast—to the land of the Canaanites and Lebanon, all the way to the great Euphrates River. 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:18; Numbers 34:3; Joshua 1:4

8 Look, I am giving this land to you! Go in and take possession of it, just as the Lord swore to your ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and to their descendants after them.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 12:7; Genesis 26:3; Genesis 28:13

3. Moses Appoints Leaders (Verses 9–18)

9 At that time I told you, “I can’t carry all of you by myself. 

 Cross References: Exodus 18:18; Numbers 11:14; Exodus 18:14

10 The Lord your God has made you as numerous as the stars in the sky. 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:5; Genesis 22:17; Exodus 1:7

11 May the Lord, the God of your ancestors, increase your numbers a thousand times more and bless you as He has promised! 

 Cross References: Genesis 17:2; 2 Samuel 24:3; Psalm 115:14

12 But how can I handle all your problems and disputes by myself? 

 Cross References: Numbers 11:11; Numbers 11:14; Exodus 18:18

13 Choose some wise, understanding, and respected men from each tribe, and I will appoint them as your leaders.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 18:21; Numbers 11:16; Acts 6:3

14 You agreed with my suggestion and said, “That’s a good idea.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 18:24; Exodus 19:8; Deuteronomy 5:28

15 So I selected leaders—wise and respected men—and appointed them over you as commanders of groups of thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens, as well as officers for your tribes. 

 Cross References: Exodus 18:25; Numbers 11:16; Numbers 1:16

16 Then I gave these judges this charge: “Listen carefully to complaints and disputes among your people. Be fair when you make decisions between fellow Israelites and between an Israelite and a foreigner. 

 Cross References: Exodus 18:22; Leviticus 19:15; John 7:24

17 Don’t be biased in your judgment. Listen to everyone—rich or poor, powerful or powerless. Don’t be afraid of anyone, for the decision is God’s. If a case is too difficult for you, bring it to me, and I will handle it.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 19:15; Proverbs 24:23; James 2:1

18 At that time, I gave you all the commands you needed to follow. 

 Cross References: Exodus 18:20; Deuteronomy 4:5; Deuteronomy 6:1

4. The Rebellion at Kadesh (Verses 19–33)

19 Then we left Mount Horeb and traveled through that vast and terrifying wilderness, just as the Lord had commanded. We finally reached Kadesh-barnea. 

 Cross References: Numbers 10:12; Numbers 13:3; Jeremiah 2:6

20 I said to you, “You’ve come to the hill country of the Amorites, which the Lord our God is giving us. 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:17; Deuteronomy 1:7; Joshua 1:2

21 Look! The Lord your God has placed the land in front of you. Go and take it! Don’t be afraid or discouraged.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:30; Joshua 1:9; Deuteronomy 31:6

22 But you all came to me and said, “Let’s send some men to explore the land and bring back a report about the route we should take and what the towns are like.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:2; Joshua 2:1; Numbers 13:17

23 That seemed like a good idea to me, so I chose twelve scouts, one from each tribe. 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:3; Numbers 13:16; Numbers 1:4

24 They went up into the hill country and came to the Valley of Eshcol and explored it. 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:23; Numbers 13:24; Numbers 32:9

25 They brought back samples of the land’s fruit and reported, “It’s a good land the Lord our God is giving us!” 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:26; Numbers 13:27; Numbers 14:7

26 But you refused to go in. You rebelled against the command of the Lord your God. 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:1; Numbers 14:2; Psalm 106:24

27 You complained in your tents, saying, “The Lord must hate us! That’s why He brought us out of Egypt—to hand us over to the Amorites to be destroyed. 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:2; Numbers 14:3; Psalm 106:25

28 Where can we go? Our scouts have discouraged us, saying, ‘The people there are bigger and taller than we are. The cities are huge, with walls rising high into the sky! And we even saw giants there—the descendants of Anak!’” 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:28; Numbers 13:33; Numbers 14:1

29 But I said, “Don’t be terrified or afraid of them. 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:9; Deuteronomy 20:3; Joshua 1:9

30 The Lord your God is going ahead of you. He will fight for you, just as you saw Him do in Egypt. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:14; Exodus 14:25; Nehemiah 4:20

31 You saw how the Lord your God cared for you in the wilderness, just like a father carries his child, all the way to this place.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 19:4; Numbers 11:12; Isaiah 63:9

32 But still, you refused to trust the Lord your God, 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:11; Psalm 106:24; Hebrews 3:19

33 even though He went ahead of you to find the best places to camp. He guided you with a pillar of fire at night and a cloud during the day. 

 Cross References: Exodus 13:21; Exodus 40:38; Nehemiah 9:12

5. God’s Judgment on the Faithless Generation (Verses 34–46) 34 When the Lord heard what you said, He became angry and solemnly swore, Cross References: Numbers 14:11; Numbers 14:28; Psalm 95:11

35 “Not one of you from this evil generation will see the good land I swore to give your ancestors—

 Cross References: Numbers 14:23; Numbers 32:11; Psalm 95:11

36 except Caleb son of Jephunneh. He will see it, and I will give him and his descendants the land he walked on, because he wholeheartedly followed the Lord.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:24; Numbers 14:30; Joshua 14:9

37 The Lord was also angry with me because of you. He said, “You won’t enter the land either. 

 Cross References: Numbers 20:12; Deuteronomy 3:26; Deuteronomy 34:4

38 But your assistant, Joshua son of Nun, will enter it. Encourage him, because he will lead Israel to take possession of it. 

 Cross References: Numbers 27:18; Numbers 14:30; Deuteronomy 31:7

39 And your children, who you said would be captured, and your little ones who do not yet know right from wrong—they will enter the land. I will give it to them, and they will possess it. 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:31; Numbers 14:3; Isaiah 7:16

40 But as for you, turn around and go back into the wilderness toward the Red Sea.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:25; Numbers 14:45; Numbers 21:4

41 Then you replied, “We’ve sinned against the Lord! We’ll go up and fight just as the Lord commanded.” So each of you got your weapons and thought it would be easy to attack the hill country. 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:40; Numbers 14:41; 1 Samuel 15:24

42 But the Lord said to me, “Tell them, ‘Don’t go up and fight, because I’m not with you. If you go, you’ll be defeated by your enemies.’” 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:42; Numbers 14:43; Joshua 7:12

43 I told you this, but you wouldn’t listen. You rebelled again and arrogantly went into the hill country. 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:44; Numbers 14:45; Psalm 106:13

44 Then the Amorites who lived in those hills came out against you like a swarm of bees. They chased and crushed you from Seir to Hormah. 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:45; Numbers 21:3; Judges 1:17

45 Then you came back and cried before the Lord, but He didn’t listen or respond to you. 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:39; Judges 2:4; Psalm 78:34

46 So you stayed in Kadesh for a long time. 

 Cross References: Numbers 20:1; Numbers 13:26; Judges 11:17

Key Lessons from Deuteronomy Chapter 1

1.  God leads His people with purpose, and when He says move, we should move in faith, not fear. 

2.  God raises up leaders to share the burdens of the people—wise leadership is a gift from Him. 3. 

Faithless rebellion brings judgment.  When we fail to trust God despite His past faithfulness, we forfeit blessings. 4.  Our children may inherit what we lose through our disobedience—our decisions have generational consequences. 5.  Delayed obedience is still disobedience.  Going into battle without God’s presence guarantees failure. 6.  Even heartfelt repentance has its limits—there is a time when the consequences of sin must run their course. 7.  Trusting God's promises and timing is better than leaning on our own understanding or emotions. 

Deuteronomy 2 – Crawford Standard Bible (CSB)

Section 1: A Long Journey in the Wilderness (Verses 1–3)

1 Then we turned back and set out toward the wilderness, headed for the Red Sea, just as the Lord had told me. We wandered around Mount Seir for many days. 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:4; Numbers 14:25; Judges 11:18

2 Then the Lord said to me, 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:34; Exodus 3:4; Jeremiah 1:4

3 “You’ve been circling this mountain long enough—turn northward.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:4; Deuteronomy 1:6; Joshua 1:2

Section 2: Passing Through Edom in Peace (Verses 4–8)

4 “Instruct the people: ‘You are about to pass through the territory of your relatives, the descendants of Esau, who live in Seir. They will be afraid of you, so be very careful. 

 Cross References: Genesis 36:8; Numbers 20:14; Genesis 32:3

5 Don’t provoke them, for I will not give you even a foot of their land. I have given Mount Seir to Esau as his inheritance. 

 Cross References: Genesis 36:8; Genesis 25:30; Joshua 24:4

6 You are to buy food from them with silver so you can eat, and buy water from them with silver so you can drink.’

 Cross References: Numbers 20:19; Genesis 23:9; Deuteronomy 2:28

7 The Lord your God has blessed everything you’ve done. He has watched over your journey through this vast wilderness. These forty years the Lord your God has been with you, and you have lacked nothing.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 8:4; Nehemiah 9:21; Deuteronomy 29:5

8 So we passed by our brothers, the descendants of Esau, who live in Seir. We traveled through the Arabah from Elath and Ezion-geber, and turned toward the wilderness of Moab. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 9:26; Numbers 33:35; Numbers 21:4

Section 3: Respecting the Moabites (Verses 9–12)

9 Then the Lord said to me, “Do not harass or provoke the Moabites in battle, for I will not give you any of their land. I have given Ar to the descendants of Lot as their possession.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 19:37; Judges 11:18; Numbers 21:29

10 (In earlier times the Emim had lived there—a people large, numerous, and as tall as the Anakites. 

 Cross References: Genesis 14:5; Numbers 13:33; Deuteronomy 9:2

11 They were also considered Rephaim, like the Anakim, but the Moabites called them Emim. 

 Cross References: Genesis 14:5; Deuteronomy 2:20; Numbers 13:33

12 The Horites had previously lived in Seir, but the descendants of Esau drove them out and settled in their place, just as Israel did to the land the Lord gave them.) Cross References: Genesis 36:20; Genesis 14:6; Deuteronomy 2:22

Section 4: The Generation of Unbelief Passes (Verses 13–16) 13 “Get up now and cross the Zered Valley.” So we crossed the Zered. 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:12; Numbers 21:13; Isaiah 15:7

14 The time it took us to come from Kadesh-barnea until we crossed the Zered Valley was thirty-eight years—until the entire generation of fighting men had died from the camp, just as the Lord had sworn to them. 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:33; Numbers 32:13; Psalm 95:10

15 The Lord’s hand was against them until He had completely eliminated them from the camp. 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:29; Numbers 26:65; Psalm 78:33

16 When the last of those men had died, 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:64; Numbers 14:35; Joshua 5:6

Section 5: Respecting the Ammonites (Verses 17–23)

17 the Lord said to me, 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:34; Jonah 1:1; Jeremiah 1:4

18 “Today you are to pass by Ar, through the territory of Moab. 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:11; Judges 11:18; Isaiah 15:1

19 When you come near the Ammonites, do not harass or provoke them, for I will not give you any land from the Ammonites. I have given it to the descendants of Lot as their inheritance.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 19:38; Judges 11:15; Judges 11:23

20 (That too was considered a land of the Rephaim. The Rephaim used to live there, though the Ammonites called them Zamzummim—

 Cross References: Genesis 14:5; Deuteronomy 2:11; Deuteronomy 3:11

21 a people strong, numerous, and tall like the Anakim. The Lord destroyed them so the Ammonites could dispossess them and settle in their place, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 9:2; Numbers 13:33; Joshua 11:22

22 just as He had done for the descendants of Esau in Seir, when He destroyed the Horites before them. They drove them out and lived in their place to this day. 

 Cross References: Genesis 36:20; Deuteronomy 2:12; Genesis 14:6

23 And as for the Avvim who lived in villages as far as Gaza, the Caphtorites came from Caphtor, destroyed them, and settled in their place.)

 Cross References: Joshua 13:3; Genesis 10:14; Jeremiah 47:4

Section 6: The Defeat of King Sihon (Verses 24–37)

24 “Get up, set out, and cross the Arnon River. I have handed over to you Sihon the Amorite king of Heshbon and his land. Begin to possess it, and engage him in battle. 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:13; Numbers 21:21; Judges 11:18

25 Today I will begin to make all the peoples under heaven fear you. They will hear reports of you, and tremble with anxiety.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 15:16; Exodus 23:27; Joshua 2:9

26 So I sent messengers from the wilderness of Kedemoth to Sihon king of Heshbon with words of peace:

 Cross References: Numbers 21:21; Judges 11:19; Numbers 20:17

27 ‘Let us pass through your land. We’ll stay on the main road; we won’t turn right or left. 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:22; Numbers 20:17; Judges 11:19

28 Sell us food to eat and water to drink. We’ll pay for everything. We only want to pass through on foot—

 Cross References: Numbers 20:19; Deuteronomy 2:6; Numbers 21:22

29 just as the descendants of Esau in Seir and the Moabites in Ar allowed us—until we cross the Jordan into the land the Lord our God is giving us.’

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 2:6; Deuteronomy 2:8; Joshua 1:11

30 But Sihon king of Heshbon would not let us pass through. The Lord your God made his heart stubborn and his spirit defiant, so that He could hand him over to you, as has happened today. 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:23; Exodus 4:21; Joshua 11:20

31 Then the Lord said to me, ‘Look, I’ve begun to give Sihon and his land to you. Take possession of it.’

 Cross References: Numbers 21:24; Numbers 21:34; Joshua 12:2

32 So Sihon came out with all his people to fight against us at Jahaz. 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:23; Judges 11:20; Joshua 13:10

33 The Lord our God handed him over to us, and we defeated him—along with his sons and all his people. 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:24; Psalm 135:11; Psalm 136:19

34 At that time we captured all his cities and completely destroyed the men, women, and children. 

We left no survivors. 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:25; Joshua 6:21; 1 Samuel 15:3

35 But we kept the livestock and plunder from the towns as spoils for ourselves. 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:35; Joshua 8:2; Numbers 31:9

36 From Aroer, on the edge of the Arnon Valley, and from the city in the valley, all the way to Gilead, not one town was too strong for us. The Lord our God gave them all to us. 

 Cross References: Joshua 12:2; Joshua 13:9; Judges 11:26

37 But you did not go near the land of the Ammonites, or anywhere along the Jabbok River, or the cities in the hill country—anywhere the Lord our God had forbidden us to go. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 2:19; Judges 11:15; Joshua 13:25

Key Lesson from Deuteronomy 2 (CSB):

God’s timing is perfect, and His promises are fulfilled with precision. While some lands were off-limits, others were appointed for conquest. God's guidance requires discernment and obedience—there is a time for peace and a time for battle. Trust that God goes before you, and

victory will follow where He leads. 

Deuteronomy 3 (Crawford Standard Bible)

Section 1: Victory Over Og, the Giant King (Verses 1–11)

1 Then we turned and went up the road toward Bashan. Og, king of Bashan, and all his people came out to fight against us at Edrei. 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:33; Numbers 21:35; Psalm 135:11

2 But the Lord said to me, “Don’t be afraid of him, for I have handed him over to you, along with all his people and his land. Do to him just as you did to Sihon, king of the Amorites who ruled in Heshbon.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:34; Deuteronomy 20:1; Joshua 8:1

3 So the Lord our God also handed over King Og of Bashan and all his people. We struck them down until not a single survivor remained. 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:35; Psalm 136:20; Psalm 135:11

4 We captured all his cities—there wasn’t a single city we didn’t take from them. Sixty cities in total, the entire region of Argob, the kingdom of Og in Bashan. 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:35; 1 Kings 4:13; Deuteronomy 3:14

5 These cities were fortified with high walls, gates, and bars, besides a great many unwalled villages. 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:28; Deuteronomy 1:28; Joshua 14:12

6 We completely destroyed them, just as we had done to Sihon, king of Heshbon—destroying all the men, women, and children in every city. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 2:34; Numbers 21:35; Joshua 6:21

7 But we kept the livestock and the plunder from the cities as our own. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 2:35; Numbers 31:9; Joshua 8:27

8 So at that time we took the land from the two Amorite kings who were on the east side of the Jordan, from the Arnon Valley to Mount Hermon

 Cross References: Numbers 21:24; Joshua 12:1; Judges 11:22

9 (Mount Hermon is called Sirion by the Sidonians, and the Amorites call it Shenir), Cross References: Psalm 29:6; Song of Solomon 4:8; Ezekiel 27:5

10 including all the cities of the plateau, all of Gilead, and all of Bashan up to Salecah and Edrei, cities of Og’s kingdom in Bashan. 

 Cross References: Joshua 13:11; Joshua 12:5; Joshua 13:30

11 King Og of Bashan was the last of the Rephaim (giants). His iron bed is still in Rabbah of the Ammonites. It is 13½ feet long and 6 feet wide, by the standard cubit. 

 Cross References: Genesis 14:5; Amos 2:9; Joshua 12:4

Section 2: The Land is Divided Among the Tribes (Verses 12–17) 12 At that time we took possession of the land. I gave the territory from Aroer by the Arnon River, along with half of the hill country of Gilead and its cities, to the Reubenites and Gadites. 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:33; Joshua 13:15; Numbers 32:29

13 The rest of Gilead and all of Bashan—the kingdom of Og—I gave to the half-tribe of Manasseh. 

All the region of Argob, which is called the land of the giants, was theirs. 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:33; Joshua 13:29; Numbers 32:40

14 Jair, a descendant of Manasseh, took the entire region of Argob, all the way to the borders of the Geshurites and Maacathites, and named that territory Bashan Havvoth Jair—after himself—which is its name to this day. 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:41; Joshua 13:30; 1 Chronicles 2:22

15 I gave Gilead to Machir. 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:40; Joshua 17:1; Genesis 50:23

16 To the Reubenites and Gadites, I gave the area from Gilead to the Arnon River (with the middle of the valley as the border), and up to the Jabbok River, which is the border of the Ammonites. 

 Cross References: Joshua 13:16; Numbers 32:33; Joshua 12:2

17 The western boundary was the Jordan River in the Arabah, from the Sea of Galilee (Chinnereth) to the Dead Sea, below the slopes of Pisgah on the east. 

 Cross References: Joshua 13:27; Numbers 34:11; Joshua 11:2

Section 3: Instructions for the Tribes and Joshua (Verses 18–22) 18 At that time I commanded you, “The Lord your God has given you this land to possess. All your able-bodied men, prepared for battle, must cross over ahead of your fellow Israelites. 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:20; Joshua 1:14; Numbers 32:29

19 But your wives, children, and livestock (I know you have many animals) can remain in the towns I’ve given you, 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:26; Joshua 1:14; Numbers 32:16

20 until the Lord gives rest to your fellow Israelites, as He has to you, and they also take possession of the land the Lord your God is giving them on the other side of the Jordan. Then each of you may return to your own property that I have given you.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 1:15; Joshua 22:4; Numbers 32:22

21 I also gave Joshua this command at that time: “You’ve seen with your own eyes everything the Lord your God has done to these two kings. The Lord will do the same to all the kingdoms you’re going to face across the river. 

 Cross References: Numbers 27:18; Joshua 1:9; Deuteronomy 31:7

22 Do not be afraid of them, for the Lord your God will fight for you.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 1:30; Exodus 14:14; Joshua 23:10

Section 4: Moses Pleads to Enter the Land (Verses 23–29)

23 At that time, I pleaded with the Lord:

 Cross References: Genesis 32:9; Exodus 33:18; James 5:16

24 “Lord God, You’ve only begun to show Your greatness and strength to Your servant. What god in heaven or on earth can do the mighty works You do? 

 Cross References: Exodus 15:11; Psalm 71:19; Exodus 33:18

25 Please, let me go across and see the beautiful land on the other side of the Jordan—that good hill country and Lebanon.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 20:12; Deuteronomy 34:1; Psalm 27:4

26 But the Lord was angry with me because of you, and He would not listen to me. “That’s enough!” 

the Lord said. “Don’t speak to Me about this matter again. 

 Cross References: Numbers 20:12; Deuteronomy 1:37; Deuteronomy 34:4

27 Go to the top of Mount Pisgah and look west, north, south, and east. Look with your eyes, for you will not cross the Jordan. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 34:1; Numbers 27:12; Deuteronomy 32:49

28 But commission Joshua, encourage and strengthen him, for he will lead this people across and help them take possession of the land you will see.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 27:23; Deuteronomy 31:7; Joshua 1:6

29 So we stayed in the valley near Beth-peor. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:46; Deuteronomy 34:6; Numbers 25:3

Key Lesson from Deuteronomy 3 (CSB):

God gives victory, inheritance, and leadership to His people—but obedience and timing are critical. 

Even Moses, God’s chosen servant, was denied entry into the Promised Land due to earlier disobedience. We must trust God’s justice while encouraging the next generation to carry out His plan. Victory comes not by might, but because the Lord fights for us. 

Deuteronomy 4 (Crawford Standard Bible)

Section 1: Obey God’s Law Completely (Verses 1–8) 1 “Now listen, Israel, to the decrees and laws I am teaching you. Obey them, so you may live and go in and take possession of the land that the Lord, the God of your ancestors, is giving you. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:5; Deuteronomy 6:1; Ezekiel 20:11

2 Do not add to what I command you, and do not subtract from it. Keep the commandments of the Lord your God that I give you. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:32; Proverbs 30:6; Revelation 22:18

3 You saw with your own eyes what the Lord did at Baal Peor. The Lord your God destroyed everyone who followed Baal of Peor. 

 Cross References: Numbers 25:9; Psalm 106:29; Hosea 9:10

4 But all of you who remained faithful to the Lord your God are still alive today. 

 Cross References: Numbers 25:9; Joshua 23:8; Acts 11:23

5 Look, I’ve taught you decrees and laws, just as the Lord my God commanded me, so that you may follow them in the land you are about to possess. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:1; Deuteronomy 5:31; Leviticus 10:11

6 Obey them carefully. This will show your wisdom and understanding to the nations, who will hear these laws and say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.’

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:8; Job 28:28; Ecclesiastes 12:13

7 What other nation is so great as to have their gods near them the way the Lord our God is near us whenever we call on Him? 

 Cross References: Psalm 145:18; Psalm 34:18; James 4:8

8 And what other nation is so great to have such righteous laws and decrees as this law I’m setting before you today? 

 Cross References: Psalm 147:19; Romans 3:2; Nehemiah 9:13

Section 2: Remember the Fire on the Mountain (Verses 9–14) 9 Be very careful and guard your soul. Don’t forget the things your eyes have seen. Keep them in your heart all your life. Teach them to your children and grandchildren. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:7; Psalm 78:5; Proverbs 4:23

10 Remember the day you stood before the Lord your God at Mount Horeb. He said to me, 

‘Assemble the people, and I will let them hear My words, so they may learn to fear Me and teach their children.’

 Cross References: Exodus 19:17; Exodus 20:19; Hebrews 12:18

11 You came near and stood at the foot of the mountain, and the mountain burned with fire up to the heavens. It was covered with dark clouds and thick darkness. 

 Cross References: Exodus 19:18; Exodus 20:18; Hebrews 12:18

12 The Lord spoke to you out of the fire. You heard the sound of words but saw no form—just a voice. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:1; Exodus 19:19; Hebrews 12:19

13 He declared to you His covenant—the Ten Commandments—which He commanded you to follow. He wrote them on two stone tablets. 

 Cross References: Exodus 34:28; Exodus 31:18; Exodus 24:12

14 And the Lord commanded me at that time to teach you statutes and judgments so you would follow them in the land you are crossing into to possess. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 5:31; Exodus 21:1; Leviticus 27:34

Section 3: Do Not Worship Idols (Verses 15–24)

15 Be careful, because you saw no form on the day the Lord spoke to you from the fire at Horeb. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:4; Deuteronomy 4:12; Isaiah 40:18

16 Don’t corrupt yourselves by making idols—images of any shape, whether man or woman, Cross References: Exodus 20:4; Leviticus 26:1; Romans 1:23

17 animals on the earth, birds in the sky, 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:13; Romans 1:23; Ezekiel 8:10

18 creatures that crawl on the ground, or fish in the water. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:10; Exodus 20:4; Romans 1:23

19 And when you look up to the sky and see the sun, moon, and stars—all the heavenly host—do not be enticed to worship and serve them. The Lord your God has assigned them to all the nations under heaven. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 17:3; 2 Kings 23:5; Job 31:26

20 But the Lord took you and brought you out of the iron furnace of Egypt to be His special people, as you are today. 

 Cross References: Exodus 19:5; 1 Kings 8:51; Jeremiah 11:4

21 The Lord was angry with me because of you and swore that I would not cross the Jordan or enter the good land He is giving you. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 1:37; Deuteronomy 3:26; Numbers 20:12

22 I will die in this land—I will not cross the Jordan—but you will go over and take possession of that good land. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 3:27; Deuteronomy 34:4; Numbers 20:12

23 Be careful not to forget the covenant the Lord your God made with you. Don’t make idols or images of any kind. That is forbidden by the Lord. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:16; Exodus 20:4; Deuteronomy 6:12

24 For the Lord your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God. 

 Cross References: Exodus 24:17; Hebrews 12:29; Exodus 34:14

Section 4: Warning of Future Idolatry and Scattering (Verses 25–31) 25 When you have children and grandchildren and have been in the land a long time, if you then become corrupt and make idols and do evil in the Lord’s sight, you will provoke Him to anger. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 31:29; Judges 2:19; 2 Kings 17:17

26 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that you will quickly be wiped off the land you are crossing the Jordan to possess. You won’t live long there. You’ll be completely destroyed. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 30:19; Deuteronomy 31:28; Isaiah 1:2

27 The Lord will scatter you among the nations, and only a few of you will survive in those foreign lands. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:33; Deuteronomy 28:64; Ezekiel 12:15

28 There you will worship man-made gods—objects of wood and stone that cannot see or hear or eat or smell. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:36; Psalm 115:4; Jeremiah 16:13

29 But if you seek the Lord your God from there, you will find Him if you seek Him with all your heart and soul. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 29:13; 2 Chronicles 15:2; Matthew 7:7

30 When you are in distress and all these things happen to you in the latter days, if you return to the Lord your God and obey His voice, 

 Cross References: Hosea 5:15; Isaiah 55:7; Jeremiah 29:14

31 He will not abandon or destroy you or forget the covenant He made with your ancestors, because the Lord your God is a merciful God. 

 Cross References: Exodus 34:6; Psalm 103:8; Nehemiah 9:31

Section 5: The Uniqueness of Israel’s Experience (Verses 32–40) 32 Ask now about the days long past, from the day God created mankind on earth—ask from one end of heaven to the other: Has anything so great ever happened or been heard of? 

 Cross References: Job 8:8; Deuteronomy 32:7; Psalm 44:1

33 Has any other people heard the voice of God speaking out of the fire, as you have, and survived? 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:19; Exodus 19:19; Deuteronomy 5:24

34 Has any god tried to take for himself one nation from another, by trials, signs, wonders, war, a mighty hand and outstretched arm, and terrifying power—like the Lord your God did for you in Egypt? 

 Cross References: Exodus 6:6; Exodus 7:3; Jeremiah 32:21

35 You were shown these things so you would know that the Lord is God—there is no other besides Him. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 45:5; 1 Kings 8:60; Mark 12:32

36 He let you hear His voice from heaven to instruct you; on earth He showed you His great fire, and you heard His words from within it. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:22; Exodus 19:18; Nehemiah 9:13

37 Because He loved your ancestors, He chose their descendants and brought you out of Egypt with His mighty power. 

 Cross References: Genesis 12:2; Deuteronomy 7:8; Deuteronomy 10:15

38 He drove out nations larger and stronger than you to bring you into their land and give it to you as your inheritance, just as it is today. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 9:1; Deuteronomy 11:23; Joshua 23:9

39 So acknowledge and take to heart this day that the Lord is God in heaven above and on earth below. There is no other. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:60; Isaiah 45:22; Joshua 2:11

40 Keep His decrees and commandments I give you today, so it will go well with you and your children, and you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you forever. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 5:29; Deuteronomy 6:3; Ephesians 6:3

Section 6: Cities of Refuge and Summary of the Law (Verses 41–49) 41 Then Moses set apart three cities on the east side of the Jordan, Cross References: Numbers 35:14; Joshua 20:8; Deuteronomy 19:2

42 so that someone who killed another person unintentionally, without malice, could flee there and live. 

 Cross References: Numbers 35:11; Joshua 20:3; Numbers 35:15

43 These cities were: Bezer in the wilderness on the plateau for the tribe of Reuben; Ramoth in Gilead for Gad; and Golan in Bashan for Manasseh. 

 Cross References: Joshua 20:8; Joshua 21:38; 1 Chronicles 6:78

44 This is the law that Moses set before the Israelites. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 1:5; Deuteronomy 33:4; Leviticus 26:46

45 These are the laws, decrees, and regulations Moses gave the Israelites after they came out of Egypt. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 1:3; Exodus 12:41; Leviticus 27:34

46 They were given east of the Jordan, in the valley across from Beth-peor, in the land of Sihon king of the Amorites, whom Israel defeated after coming out of Egypt. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 3:29; Deuteronomy 34:6; Numbers 21:24

47 Israel took possession of his land and also the land of Og king of Bashan—two Amorite kings east of the Jordan. 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:24; Numbers 21:35; Joshua 12:2

48 This land extended from Aroer on the edge of the Arnon Valley to Mount Sion (also called Hermon), 

 Cross References: Joshua 12:1; Joshua 13:5; 1 Chronicles 5:23

49 and included all the eastern side of the Jordan Valley as far as the Dead Sea, below the slopes of Mount Pisgah. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 3:17; Joshua 12:3; Joshua 13:20

Key Lesson from Deuteronomy 4 (CSB):

God’s Word is not to be altered. He alone is God, and He has proven Himself by mighty deeds and direct communication. Idolatry leads to destruction, but repentance brings mercy. Teach future generations to fear the Lord, walk in His ways, and never forget what He has done. 

Deuteronomy 5 (Crawford Standard Bible)

Section 1: A Covenant Renewed (Verses 1–5)

1 Moses called together all Israel and said, “Listen, Israel, to the statutes and laws I’m proclaiming to you today. Learn them and make sure to live by them. 

 Cross References: Exodus 19:8; Leviticus 18:5; Deuteronomy 6:3

2 The Lord our God made a covenant with us at Mount Horeb. 

 Cross References: Exodus 19:5; Exodus 24:8; Deuteronomy 29:1

3 This covenant wasn’t just with our ancestors—it was with us, all of us who are alive here today. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 29:14; Hebrews 8:9; Malachi 2:10

4 The Lord spoke to you face to face out of the fire on the mountain. 

 Cross References: Exodus 33:11; Exodus 20:19; Numbers 12:8

5 (At that time, I stood between the Lord and you to declare His word to you, because you were afraid of the fire and didn’t go up the mountain.) And He said:

 Cross References: Exodus 20:19; Galatians 3:19; Hebrews 12:21

Section 2: The Ten Commandments (Verses 6–21)

6 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:2; Psalm 81:10; Leviticus 26:13

7 Do not have any other gods besides Me. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:3; Exodus 34:14; Deuteronomy 6:14

8 Do not make for yourself any carved image or likeness of anything in heaven above, on the earth below, or in the waters beneath. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:4; Leviticus 26:1; Exodus 34:17

9 Do not bow down to them or worship them. I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, bringing the consequences of sin to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, Cross References: Exodus 20:5; Exodus 34:7; Numbers 14:18

10 but showing mercy to thousands of generations of those who love Me and keep My commandments. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:6; Deuteronomy 7:9; Exodus 34:7

11 Do not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not leave unpunished anyone who misuses His name. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:7; Leviticus 19:12; Matthew 5:34

12 Observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy, as the Lord your God has commanded you. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:8; Exodus 31:14; Nehemiah 13:15

13 You have six days to work and do all your tasks, 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:9; Exodus 23:12; Luke 13:14

14 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it, you must not do any work—you, your son or daughter, your male or female servants, your ox, donkey, or any animal, or the foreigner in your towns—so that your servants may rest as you do. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:10; Exodus 23:12; Exodus 31:15

15 Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and the Lord your God brought you out with a mighty hand and outstretched arm. That’s why He commands you to keep the Sabbath. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:11; Exodus 13:3; Deuteronomy 15:15

16 Honor your father and mother, just as the Lord your God has commanded you, so that you may live long and that it may go well with you in the land the Lord is giving you. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:12; Ephesians 6:2; Leviticus 19:3

17 Do not murder. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:13; Genesis 9:6; Matthew 5:21

18 Do not commit adultery. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:14; Leviticus 20:10; Matthew 5:27

19 Do not steal. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:15; Leviticus 19:11; Ephesians 4:28

20 Do not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:16; Proverbs 19:5; Exodus 23:1

21 Do not covet your neighbor’s wife. Do not desire your neighbor’s house, field, servants, ox, donkey, or anything else that belongs to your neighbor.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:17; Romans 7:7; Proverbs 6:25

Section 3: God's Voice and Israel’s Fear (Verses 22–27)

22 The Lord spoke these words with a loud voice to your entire assembly out of the fire, the cloud, and the thick darkness on the mountain. He added nothing more. Then He wrote them on two stone tablets and gave them to me. 

 Cross References: Exodus 24:12; Exodus 31:18; Exodus 32:16

23 When you heard the voice out of the darkness, while the mountain was blazing with fire, your tribal leaders and elders came to me

 Cross References: Exodus 20:18; Deuteronomy 4:11; Exodus 19:16

24 and said, “The Lord our God has shown us His glory and greatness. We’ve heard His voice from the fire. Today we’ve seen that God speaks with people and they still live. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:19; Exodus 33:20; Judges 13:22

25 But now, why should we die? If we keep hearing the voice of the Lord our God, we will die. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:19; Judges 13:22; Deuteronomy 18:16

26 Who has ever heard the voice of the living God speaking out of fire, as we have, and survived? 

 Cross References: Exodus 33:20; Judges 6:22; Isaiah 6:5

27 You go near and listen to everything the Lord our God says. Then tell us what He says, and we will listen and obey.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:19; Deuteronomy 18:16; Exodus 19:8

Section 4: God’s Longing for Their Hearts (Verses 28–33)

28 The Lord heard what you said and told me, “I’ve heard their words—they’ve spoken well. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 18:17; Exodus 19:8; Psalm 81:13

29 If only their hearts would always be like this—to fear Me and keep My commandments. Then it would go well with them and their children forever. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:29; Psalm 81:13; Isaiah 48:18

30 Go tell them, ‘Return to your tents.’

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 16:7; Joshua 22:4; 2 Samuel 20:1

31 But you, Moses, stay here with Me so I can give you all the commandments, laws, and regulations to teach them. They must live by them in the land I’m giving them to possess.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:14; Exodus 24:12; Deuteronomy 6:1

32 So be careful to do exactly what the Lord your God has commanded you. Don’t turn to the right or the left. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 17:11; Joshua 1:7; Proverbs 4:27

33 Walk in all the ways the Lord your God has commanded you, so you may live, prosper, and prolong your days in the land you will possess. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:3; Deuteronomy 8:1; Psalm 128:1

Key Lesson from Deuteronomy 5 (CSB):

God’s law is a covenant, not just a set of rules. It’s based on relationship—He redeemed Israel and now calls them to live differently. The Ten Commandments reveal God’s character and His will. God longs for His people to fear Him, obey Him, and pass His truth to future generations. 

Deuteronomy 6 (Crawford Standard Bible)

Section 1: God's Commands for a God-Fearing People (Verses 1–3) 1 These are the commands, statutes, and judgments the Lord your God has commanded me to teach you, so you may obey them in the land you're about to enter and possess. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:1; Deuteronomy 5:31; Leviticus 18:4

2 Do this so you—and your children and grandchildren—may fear the Lord your God all the days of your life, by keeping all His statutes and commandments that I give you, and so that your days may be long. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:40; Exodus 20:12; Proverbs 3:1

3 Listen closely, O Israel, and be careful to obey. Then all will go well with you, and you will increase greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the Lord, the God of your ancestors, promised you. 

 Cross References: Exodus 3:8; Deuteronomy 8:1; Deuteronomy 11:9

Section 2: Love the Lord with All You Are (Verses 4–9)

4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord. 

 Cross References: Mark 12:29; 1 Corinthians 8:6; Zechariah 14:9

5 And you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. 

 Cross References: Matthew 22:37; Mark 12:30; Luke 10:27

6 These words that I command you today must be on your heart. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 11:18; Psalm 119:11; Jeremiah 31:33

7 Teach them diligently to your children. Talk about them when you sit in your house, when you walk along the road, when you lie down, and when you get up. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:9; Deuteronomy 11:19; Proverbs 22:6

8 Tie them as reminders on your hands and wear them like bands on your forehead. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 11:18; Exodus 13:9; Proverbs 3:3

9 Write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 11:20; Deuteronomy 27:3; Proverbs 7:3

Section 3: Don’t Forget the Lord in Prosperity (Verses 10–15) 10 When the Lord your God brings you into the land He promised to your ancestors—Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—to give you large and beautiful cities you didn’t build, Cross References: Genesis 15:18; Exodus 3:17; Deuteronomy 1:8

11 houses full of good things you didn’t fill, wells you didn’t dig, and vineyards and olive trees you didn’t plant—when you eat and are satisfied, 

 Cross References: Joshua 24:13; Nehemiah 9:25; Deuteronomy 8:12

12 then be careful not to forget the Lord, who brought you out of slavery in Egypt. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 8:11; Deuteronomy 8:14; Hosea 13:6

13 Fear the Lord your God, serve Him only, and take your oaths in His name. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 10:20; Matthew 4:10; Joshua 24:14

14 Do not go after other gods, the gods of the people around you, Cross References: Exodus 20:3; Deuteronomy 5:7; Judges 2:12

15 for the Lord your God among you is a jealous God. His anger could burn against you, and He could wipe you off the face of the earth. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:5; Exodus 34:14; Nahum 1:2

Section 4: Be Faithful and Do What Is Right (Verses 16–19) 16 Do not test the Lord your God, as you did at Massah. 

 Cross References: Exodus 17:7; Matthew 4:7; Psalm 95:9

17 Be sure to keep the commandments of the Lord your God, and the testimonies and statutes He has given you. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:2; Psalm 119:4; John 14:15

18 Do what is right and good in the Lord’s sight, so it may go well with you and so you may enter and possess the good land the Lord swore to your fathers, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 13:18; Proverbs 3:4; Deuteronomy 12:28

19 and drive out all your enemies before you, just as the Lord promised. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 7:1; Joshua 23:5; Exodus 23:31

Section 5: Teach the Next Generation (Verses 20–25)

20 In the future, when your son asks, “What do these testimonies, statutes, and judgments mean that the Lord our God has commanded you?” 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:26; Exodus 13:14; Joshua 4:6

21 Tell him, “We were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, but the Lord brought us out with His mighty hand. 

 Cross References: Exodus 1:14; Deuteronomy 5:15; Exodus 13:14

22 He did great and terrifying signs and wonders before our eyes against Egypt, Pharaoh, and his household. 

 Cross References: Exodus 7:3; Psalm 135:9; Nehemiah 9:10

23 He brought us out from there to bring us in and give us the land He promised to our ancestors. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:38; Exodus 6:8; Leviticus 25:38

24 The Lord commanded us to observe all these statutes and to fear Him, so we would prosper and be kept alive, as we are today. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 10:13; Jeremiah 32:39; Deuteronomy 5:29

25 And it will be counted as our righteousness if we carefully obey all these commands before the Lord our God, just as He has commanded us.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:6; Romans 10:5; Leviticus 18:5

Key Lesson from Deuteronomy 6 (CSB):

True obedience flows from love—love for God with your entire heart, soul, and strength. God’s Word must shape your thoughts, habits, families, and homes. Never forget what He’s done, and pass His truth faithfully to the next generation. 

Deuteronomy Chapter 7 (Crawford Standard Bible)

Section 1: Drive Out the Wicked Nations Completely (Verses 1–5) 1 When the Lord your God brings you into the land you are going to possess, He will drive out many nations ahead of you—the Hittites, Girgashites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites —seven nations larger and stronger than you. 

 Cross References: Exodus 23:23; Joshua 3:10; Acts 13:19

2 When the Lord your God hands them over to you and you defeat them, you must completely destroy them. Don’t make any covenant with them, and don’t show them mercy. 

 Cross References: Exodus 23:32; Exodus 34:12; Numbers 33:52

3 Do not marry them. Don’t give your daughters to their sons, or take their daughters for your sons, Cross References: Exodus 34:16; Joshua 23:12; Ezra 9:12

4 because they will lead your children away from following Me, and they will serve other gods. Then the Lord’s anger will burn against you, and He will quickly destroy you. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 11:2; Deuteronomy 6:15; Joshua 23:16

5 Instead, this is how you must treat them: tear down their altars, smash their sacred pillars, cut down their Asherah poles, and burn their idols in the fire. 

 Cross References: Exodus 34:13; Deuteronomy 12:3; Judges 6:25

Section 2: You Are a Holy and Chosen People (Verses 6–11)

6 For you are a holy people to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has chosen you to be His special treasure above all the peoples on the face of the earth. 

 Cross References: Exodus 19:5; Deuteronomy 14:2; 1 Peter 2:9

7 The Lord didn’t set His love on you or choose you because you were more numerous than other nations—for you were the fewest of all peoples. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 9:5; 1 Corinthians 1:27; Judges 6:15

8 But it was because the Lord loved you and kept the oath He made to your ancestors that He brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from slavery in Egypt—from the hand of Pharaoh. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:37; Exodus 20:2; Malachi 1:2

9 Know, then, that the Lord your God is God. He is the faithful God who keeps His covenant and shows mercy to those who love Him and keep His commands, to a thousand generations. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:6; Deuteronomy 5:10; Nehemiah 9:32

10 But He pays back those who hate Him to their face, destroying them. He will not delay to repay those who hate Him. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:5; Nahum 1:2; Romans 2:6

11 So keep the commandments, statutes, and judgments I give you today, and obey them. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:1; Leviticus 25:18; Deuteronomy 8:1

Section 3: The Blessings of Obedience (Verses 12–15)

12 If you listen to these laws and obey them, the Lord your God will keep His covenant of love with you, as He swore to your ancestors. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:3; Deuteronomy 28:1; 1 Kings 8:23

13 He will love you, bless you, and make you multiply. He will bless your children, your land, your grain, your wine, your oil, your herds, and your flocks in the land He promised to your ancestors. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:4; Deuteronomy 30:9; Genesis 27:28

14 You will be more blessed than any other people. None of your men or women will be childless, and none of your livestock will be barren. 

 Cross References: Exodus 23:26; Deuteronomy 28:4; Malachi 3:11

15 And the Lord will keep you from all sickness. He will not put on you any of the dreadful diseases you knew in Egypt. Instead, He will bring them on those who hate you. 

 Cross References: Exodus 15:26; Exodus 23:25; Deuteronomy 28:60

Section 4: Do Not Be Afraid of Stronger Nations (Verses 16–21) 16 You must destroy all the nations the Lord your God hands over to you. Do not pity them, and do not worship their gods, or they will trap you. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 7:2; Numbers 33:55; Exodus 23:33

17 You might say in your heart, “These nations are more numerous than we are. How can we drive them out?” 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:31; Deuteronomy 9:1; Deuteronomy 20:1

18 But don’t be afraid of them. Just remember what the Lord your God did to Pharaoh and all Egypt—

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 8:2; Exodus 14:31; Deuteronomy 4:34

19 the great trials you saw, the signs, the wonders, the strong hand and outstretched arm by which the Lord brought you out. The Lord will do the same to all the nations you now fear. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:34; Deuteronomy 6:22; Exodus 6:6

20 The Lord your God will send the hornet against them until even the survivors who hide from you are destroyed. 

 Cross References: Exodus 23:28; Joshua 24:12; Deuteronomy 7:23

21 Don’t be afraid of them, for the Lord your God is among you—a mighty and awesome God. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 20:1; Deuteronomy 31:6; Nehemiah 1:5

Section 5: Victory Will Come Gradually but Surely (Verses 22–26) 22 The Lord your God will drive out those nations little by little. You won’t eliminate them all at once, or wild animals would multiply around you. 

 Cross References: Exodus 23:29; Judges 2:23; Exodus 23:30

23 But the Lord your God will hand them over to you and throw them into great confusion until they are destroyed. 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:10; Deuteronomy 2:33; Exodus 23:27

24 He will give their kings into your hands, and you will wipe out their names from under heaven. 

No one will be able to stand against you until you’ve destroyed them all. 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:24; Joshua 11:8; Deuteronomy 9:14

25 Burn their carved idols with fire. Don’t desire the silver or gold on them or take it for yourself, or it will trap you, because it is detestable to the Lord your God. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:3; Joshua 7:21; Exodus 32:20

26 Do not bring any detestable thing into your home, or you will be set apart for destruction like it. 

You must utterly hate and reject it, for it is cursed. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 13:17; Joshua 6:18; 1 Corinthians 10:14

Key Lesson from Deuteronomy 7 (CSB):

God’s people must be wholly set apart for Him. Obedience requires separating from sin, trusting God's strength against fear, and remembering that blessings come through love, faithfulness, and wholehearted devotion to Him. 

Deuteronomy Chapter 8 (Crawford Standard Bible)

Section 1: Remember God's Faithfulness in the Wilderness (Verses 1–6) 1 Be careful to obey every command I am giving you today, so that you may live and increase and enter and possess the land the Lord swore to give your ancestors. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 5:33; Leviticus 18:5; Deuteronomy 30:16

2 Remember how the Lord your God led you through the wilderness for these forty years. He humbled you and tested you to reveal what was in your heart—whether or not you would keep His commands. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 29:5; Exodus 16:35; Psalm 78:14

3 He humbled you by letting you go hungry, and then He fed you with manna—a food you and your ancestors had never known. He did this to teach you that people don’t live by bread alone but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Exodus 16:15; Matthew 4:4; John 6:31

4 During these forty years, your clothes did not wear out, and your feet didn’t swell. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 29:5; Nehemiah 9:21; Deuteronomy 2:7

5 Know in your heart that just as a father disciplines his son, so the Lord your God disciplines you. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 3:12; Hebrews 12:6; Psalm 94:12

6 So obey the commands of the Lord your God by walking in His ways and showing Him reverence. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 10:12; Micah 6:8; Deuteronomy 5:33

Section 2: God Is Bringing You Into a Good Land (Verses 7–10) 7 For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land—a land with streams and springs and fountains of water that gush out in valleys and hills, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 11:11; Numbers 13:27; Deuteronomy 6:3

8 a land of wheat and barley, vines and fig trees, pomegranates, olive oil, and honey; Cross References: Numbers 13:23; Joel 2:22; Deuteronomy 6:11

9 a land where you will eat food in abundance and lack nothing; a land where the rocks are iron, and you can mine copper from the hills. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 33:25; Genesis 27:28; Job 28:2

10 When you have eaten your fill, be sure to bless the Lord your God for the good land He has given you. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:11; Psalm 103:2; 1 Chronicles 29:10

Section 3: Beware of Forgetting the Lord in Prosperity (Verses 11–16) 11 But be careful not to forget the Lord your God by failing to keep His commandments, regulations, and laws that I give you today. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:12; Deuteronomy 4:9; Psalm 106:13

12 When you have eaten and are satisfied, and you’ve built fine houses and are living in them, Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:10; Hosea 13:6; Proverbs 30:9

13 and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase, and everything you have is multiplied—

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:11; Job 1:10; Hosea 2:8

14 then your heart may become proud, and you may forget the Lord your God, who brought you out of slavery in Egypt. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:12; Hosea 13:6; 2 Chronicles 26:16

15 He led you through that vast and dreadful wilderness with its fiery snakes and scorpions, its thirsty ground where there was no water. He gave you water from a rock, Cross References: Numbers 21:6; Exodus 17:6; Numbers 20:11

16 and He fed you with manna in the wilderness—something your ancestors had never seen—

humbling and testing you so He could bless you in the end. 

 Cross References: Exodus 16:4; Deuteronomy 8:3; Deuteronomy 8:2

Section 4: Don’t Think You Did It Yourself (Verses 17–20)

17 You may say to yourself, “My own strength and ability have made me wealthy.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 9:4; Hosea 13:6; Isaiah 10:13

18 But remember the Lord your God, for it is He who gives you the ability to produce wealth, confirming the covenant He made with your ancestors, as is still true today. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 10:22; 1 Chronicles 29:12; Deuteronomy 7:8

19 But if you ever forget the Lord your God and follow other gods, serving and worshiping them, I warn you today that you will surely perish. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:26; Deuteronomy 30:18; Joshua 23:16

20 Just like the nations the Lord is destroying before you, you will perish for not obeying the voice of the Lord your God. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:26; Deuteronomy 28:20; Leviticus 26:38

Key Lesson from Deuteronomy 8 (CSB):

Prosperity is not a reason to forget the Provider. God tests us in lack and blesses us in abundance to teach us dependence, obedience, and humility. We must remember that every good thing—our life, our success, and even our ability to prosper—comes from Him. 

Deuteronomy Chapter 9 (Crawford Standard Bible)

Section 1: God’s Victory Is Not Because of Your Righteousness (Verses 1–6) 1 Listen, Israel! Today you are about to cross the Jordan River to take possession of nations greater and stronger than you—cities with walls that reach up to the sky. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 1:28; Numbers 13:28; Deuteronomy 4:38

2 You’ll face people who are tall and powerful, the Anakites, whom you’ve heard about. People say, 

“Who can stand up to the Anakites?” 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:33; Deuteronomy 1:28; Joshua 11:21

3 But understand this today: The Lord your God is going before you like a consuming fire. He will destroy them, and bring them down before you. You will drive them out and quickly annihilate them, just as the Lord promised. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:24; Hebrews 12:29; Joshua 3:11

4 Don’t say in your heart, after the Lord your God has driven them out before you, “The Lord brought me in to possess this land because of my own righteousness.” No! It’s because of the wickedness of these nations that the Lord is driving them out. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:25; Romans 11:6; Deuteronomy 9:5

5 It is not because of your righteousness or your upright heart that you are going in to possess their land, but because of their wickedness and to fulfill the promise the Lord swore to your ancestors—

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:16; Genesis 15:18; Genesis 22:18

6 Understand this: The Lord your God is not giving you this good land because you are righteous—for you are a stubborn and rebellious people. 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:9; Exodus 33:3; Acts 7:51

Section 2: Remember How You Provoked the Lord (Verses 7–14) 7 Remember and never forget how you provoked the Lord your God to anger in the wilderness. From the day you left Egypt until you arrived here, you’ve been rebelling against the Lord. 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:22; Psalm 78:40; Ezekiel 20:13

8 At Mount Horeb you angered the Lord so much He was ready to destroy you. 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:10; Exodus 32:7; Psalm 106:19

9 I went up the mountain to receive the tablets of the covenant the Lord made with you. I stayed on the mountain forty days and nights, eating no bread and drinking no water. 

 Cross References: Exodus 24:18; Exodus 34:28; Exodus 31:18

10 The Lord gave me two stone tablets written by the finger of God, inscribed with all the words the Lord spoke to you out of the fire on the mountain, on the day of the assembly. 

 Cross References: Exodus 31:18; Exodus 32:16; Exodus 34:1

11 At the end of the forty days and nights, the Lord gave me the two tablets of stone—the tablets of the covenant. 

 Cross References: Exodus 24:18; Exodus 31:18; Exodus 34:28

12 But the Lord said to me, “Get up and go down immediately! Your people, whom you brought out of Egypt, have become corrupt. They have quickly turned from the way I commanded them. They have made a molded idol.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:7; Exodus 32:8; Judges 2:17

13 Then the Lord said, “I have seen how stubborn these people are. 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:9; Exodus 33:3; Exodus 33:5

14 Leave Me alone so I may destroy them and erase their name from under heaven. Then I will make you into a nation more powerful and numerous than they are.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:10; Numbers 14:12; Exodus 32:32

Section 3: Moses Intercedes for Israel (Verses 15–21)

15 So I came down from the mountain, which was burning with fire, with the two tablets of the covenant in my hands. 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:15; Exodus 19:18; Exodus 32:19

16 I saw that you had sinned against the Lord your God. You made a golden calf! You had quickly turned from the way the Lord had commanded you. 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:19; Exodus 32:8; Exodus 32:4

17 I took the two tablets and threw them down, smashing them before your eyes. 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:19; Exodus 34:1; Deuteronomy 10:2

18 Then, just like before, I fell face down before the Lord for forty days and forty nights. I ate no bread and drank no water, because of all the sin you committed by doing what was evil in the Lord’s sight and provoking His anger. 

 Cross References: Exodus 34:28; Exodus 32:11; Deuteronomy 9:25

19 I was afraid the Lord was so angry that He would destroy you. But once again the Lord listened to me. 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:10; Exodus 32:14; Deuteronomy 9:25

20 The Lord was also very angry with Aaron and wanted to destroy him. But I prayed for Aaron at that time as well. 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:21; Exodus 32:35; Exodus 32:25

21 Then I took the sinful thing you had made—the golden calf—and I burned it in fire. I crushed it and ground it into dust and threw the dust into the stream that flowed down the mountain. 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:20; 2 Kings 23:6; Exodus 32:24

Section 4: Israel’s Pattern of Rebellion (Verses 22–29)

22 You also made the Lord angry at Taberah, at Massah, and at Kibroth-hattaavah. 

 Cross References: Numbers 11:1; Exodus 17:7; Numbers 11:34

23 And when the Lord sent you out from Kadesh-barnea, saying, “Go up and possess the land I have given you,” you rebelled against the Lord’s command. You didn’t trust Him or listen to His voice. 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:26; Numbers 14:9; Numbers 14:11

24 You have been rebelling against the Lord from the very day I first knew you. 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:22; Ezekiel 20:13; Psalm 106:7

25 So again I lay prostrate before the Lord for forty days and nights because the Lord had said He would destroy you. 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:11; Exodus 34:28; Deuteronomy 9:18

26 I prayed, “O Lord God, don’t destroy Your people—Your inheritance—whom You redeemed by Your great power and brought out of Egypt with a strong hand. 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:11; Numbers 14:13; Exodus 32:13

27 Remember Your servants Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Don’t look at the stubbornness or wickedness of this people. 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:13; Genesis 26:24; Exodus 32:9

28 Otherwise, the land You brought us from will say, ‘The Lord wasn’t strong enough to bring them into the land He promised, or He hated them—so He brought them out to kill them in the wilderness.’

 Cross References: Numbers 14:16; Exodus 32:12; Numbers 14:13

29 But they are Your people and Your inheritance—whom You brought out by Your great strength and outstretched arm.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:11; Deuteronomy 4:20; Exodus 6:6

Key Lesson from Deuteronomy 9 (CSB):

God’s grace is not earned by righteousness—it is a gift in spite of our failures. Israel’s story is one of continual rebellion met with God’s faithful mercy. Let this remind us to walk humbly, not forgetting who we are or who He is. 

Deuteronomy Chapter 10 (Crawford Standard Bible)

Section 1: The Second Stone Tablets (Verses 1–5)

1 At that time the Lord said to me, “Carve out two stone tablets like the first ones, and come up to Me on the mountain. Also, make a wooden chest to store them.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 34:1; Exodus 25:10; Exodus 34:4

2 “I will write on the tablets the same words that were on the ones you broke. Then you must put them inside the chest.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 34:1; Exodus 25:16; Exodus 32:19

3 So I made a chest out of acacia wood and carved out two stone tablets like the first ones. Then I went up the mountain with the two tablets in my hands. 

 Cross References: Exodus 37:1; Exodus 34:4; Exodus 25:10

4 The Lord wrote the same commandments on them that He had written before—the Ten Commandments that He spoke to you from the fire on the mountain on the day of the assembly. Then He gave them to me. 

 Cross References: Exodus 34:28; Exodus 20:1; Deuteronomy 4:13

5 I came back down the mountain and placed the tablets in the chest I had made, just as the Lord commanded. And they are still there today. 

 Cross References: Exodus 40:20; 1 Kings 8:9; Hebrews 9:4

Section 2: The Ministry of the Levites (Verses 6–9)

6 (The people of Israel moved from Beeroth of the descendants of Jaakan to Mosera. That’s where Aaron died and was buried. His son Eleazar took over as priest.) Cross References: Numbers 20:28; Numbers 33:38; Numbers 20:26

7 From there they traveled to Gudgodah, and then on to Jotbath, a land with flowing streams. 

 Cross References: Numbers 33:33; Numbers 33:32; Deuteronomy 8:7

8 At that time, the Lord set apart the tribe of Levi to carry the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord, to stand in His presence, to serve Him, and to bless others in His name. They continue to do so today. 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:6; Numbers 1:50; Numbers 6:23

9 This is why the tribe of Levi has no land or inheritance like the other tribes. The Lord Himself is their inheritance, just as He promised. 

 Cross References: Numbers 18:20; Deuteronomy 18:2; Joshua 13:33

Section 3: God’s Mercy and Renewed Mission (Verses 10–11)

10 I stayed on the mountain for forty days and nights, just like the first time. And the Lord listened to me again. He was not willing to destroy you. 

 Cross References: Exodus 34:28; Deuteronomy 9:18; Exodus 32:14

11 The Lord said to me, “Get up and lead the people, so they can enter and take possession of the land I swore to give their ancestors.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 1:8; Exodus 33:1; Deuteronomy 1:21

Section 4: What God Really Wants (Verses 12–16)

12 Now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you? Only this: to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways, to love Him, and to serve Him with all your heart and soul. 

 Cross References: Micah 6:8; Deuteronomy 6:5; Ecclesiastes 12:13

13 And to keep the Lord’s commands and decrees that I’m giving you today—for your own good. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:24; Jeremiah 32:39; Deuteronomy 5:29

14 Look, the highest heavens and the earth and everything in it belong to the Lord your God. 

 Cross References: Psalm 24:1; Exodus 19:5; 1 Corinthians 10:26

15 Yet the Lord chose to love your ancestors, and He chose you, their descendants, above all peoples— as is the case today. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:37; Deuteronomy 7:7; Malachi 1:2

16 So circumcise your hearts, and stop being stubborn. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 30:6; Jeremiah 4:4; Romans 2:29

Section 5: The Character of the True God (Verses 17–22)

17 For the Lord your God is the God of gods and Lord of lords. He is the great, mighty, and awesome God. He shows no favoritism and cannot be bribed. 

 Cross References: Psalm 136:2; 2 Chronicles 19:7; Acts 10:34

18 He defends the cause of orphans and widows. He loves foreigners and gives them food and clothing. 

 Cross References: Psalm 146:9; Exodus 22:22; James 1:27

19 So you must love foreigners too, because you were once foreigners in Egypt. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 19:34; Exodus 22:21; Exodus 23:9

20 Fear the Lord your God. Serve Him. Hold tightly to Him and make your promises in His name. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:13; Joshua 22:5; Matthew 4:10

21 He is your praise and your God, who has done these great and awe-inspiring things for you, things your own eyes have seen. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:34; Exodus 15:11; Psalm 106:21

22 Your ancestors went down to Egypt with just seventy people, but now the Lord your God has made you as numerous as the stars in the sky. 

 Cross References: Genesis 46:27; Exodus 1:5; Genesis 15:5

Key Lesson from Deuteronomy 10 (CSB):

God desires more than ritual—He wants your heart. He is just, compassionate, and faithful. As He calls us to obey and love Him, He also commands us to reflect His justice and mercy by caring for the stranger, the orphan, and the widow. 

Deuteronomy Chapter 11 (Crawford Standard Bible)

Section 1: A Call to Love and Obey God (Verses 1–7)

1 Therefore, you must love the Lord your God and always obey His instructions, statutes, rules, and commandments. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:5; Deuteronomy 10:12; Joshua 22:5

2 You must recognize today—not your children, who haven’t experienced it or seen it firsthand—the discipline of the Lord your God: His greatness, His mighty hand, and His powerful arm; Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:34; Deuteronomy 5:15; Deuteronomy 6:21

3 His signs and works in Egypt against Pharaoh king of Egypt and his whole land; 

 Cross References: Exodus 9:16; Psalm 135:9; Exodus 15:4

4 What He did to the Egyptian army, their horses and chariots, when He made the waters of the Red Sea overflow them as they chased you—and how the Lord wiped them out, and they are gone even to this day. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:28; Exodus 15:4; Psalm 106:11

5 You saw what He did for you in the wilderness, until you arrived here. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 8:2; Deuteronomy 2:7; Deuteronomy 29:5

6 You saw what He did to Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab from the tribe of Reuben, how the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them, their families, tents, and everything they owned—right in the middle of Israel. 

 Cross References: Numbers 16:1; Numbers 16:32; Psalm 106:17

7 Yes, you have seen all these mighty acts the Lord has done with your own eyes. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:9; Deuteronomy 10:21; Joshua 24:31

Section 2: The Promise of the Land (Verses 8–12)

8 Therefore, obey every command I’m giving you today, so you will be strong enough to enter and possess the land you are going to take over, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:1; Joshua 1:7; Deuteronomy 5:33

9 and so that you will live long in the land the Lord swore to give to your ancestors and their descendants—a land flowing with milk and honey. 

 Cross References: Exodus 3:8; Deuteronomy 6:3; Deuteronomy 5:33

10 The land you are about to enter is not like Egypt, where you had to water your crops by hand like a vegetable garden. 

 Cross References: Genesis 13:10; Deuteronomy 8:7; Amos 4:7

11 The land you’re entering is a land of hills and valleys, nourished by rain from the sky. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 8:7; Deuteronomy 33:13; Psalm 65:9

12 It is a land the Lord your God cares for. His eyes are always on it—from the beginning of the year to the end. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 16:9; Psalm 33:18; 1 Kings 9:3

Section 3: Blessings for Obedience (Verses 13–17)

13 If you listen carefully to My commandments that I’m giving you today—to love the Lord your God and serve Him with all your heart and all your soul—

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:5; Deuteronomy 10:12; Leviticus 26:4

14 then I will send rain in its season—early and late rains—so you may gather your grain, new wine, and olive oil. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:4; Joel 2:23; Jeremiah 5:24

15 I will provide grass in your fields for your livestock, and you will eat and be satisfied. 

 Cross References: Psalm 104:14; Psalm 147:8; Deuteronomy 6:11

16 But be careful not to let your heart be deceived so that you turn away and worship other gods. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:9; Job 31:27; Deuteronomy 29:18

17 If you do, the Lord’s anger will burn against you. He will shut up the heavens, and there will be no rain, the land will yield no crops, and you will quickly perish from the good land the Lord is giving you. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:23; 1 Kings 8:35; Leviticus 26:19

Section 4: Teach and Remember God’s Word (Verses 18–21)

18 So commit these words of Mine to your heart and soul. Tie them on your hands as reminders and bind them on your foreheads. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:6; Deuteronomy 6:8; Proverbs 3:3

19 Teach them to your children. Talk about them when you sit at home, when you walk along the road, when you lie down, and when you get up. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:7; Psalm 78:5; Ephesians 6:4

20 Write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates, Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:9; Deuteronomy 27:3; Proverbs 3:3

21 so that you and your children may live long in the land the Lord swore to give to your ancestors—as long as the days of heaven are above the earth. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:2; Psalm 89:29; Psalm 72:5

Section 5: Power Over Enemies (Verses 22–25)

22 If you carefully keep all these commandments I’m giving you—to love the Lord your God, walk in all His ways, and hold firmly to Him—

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 10:12; Deuteronomy 30:20; Joshua 22:5

23 then the Lord will drive out all these nations before you, and you will conquer nations more powerful than you. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 9:1; Joshua 23:9; Deuteronomy 4:38

24 Every place where you set your foot will be yours. Your territory will stretch from the wilderness to Lebanon, and from the Euphrates River to the Mediterranean Sea. 

 Cross References: Joshua 1:3; Genesis 15:18; Joshua 1:4

25 No one will be able to stand against you. The Lord your God will put fear and dread of you upon the whole land, just as He promised. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 2:25; Joshua 1:5; Exodus 23:27

Section 6: Blessing or Curse? You Choose (Verses 26–32)

26 Look, today I am setting before you a blessing and a curse: Cross References: Deuteronomy 30:19; Deuteronomy 28:2; Joshua 8:34

27 The blessing, if you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I am giving you today; Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:1; Leviticus 26:3; Deuteronomy 30:16

28 The curse, if you disobey the commandments and turn aside to worship other gods you’ve never known. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:15; Galatians 3:10; Deuteronomy 30:17

29 When the Lord brings you into the land, you must declare the blessing on Mount Gerizim and the curse on Mount Ebal. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 27:12; Joshua 8:33; Deuteronomy 27:13

30 (These mountains are west of the Jordan, beyond the road toward the sunset, in the territory of the Canaanites who live in the Arabah, opposite Gilgal, near the oak trees of Moreh.) Cross References: Joshua 8:30; Genesis 12:6; Joshua 5:10

31 You are about to cross the Jordan and possess the land the Lord your God is giving you. You will take it and live there. 

 Cross References: Joshua 1:11; Joshua 3:14; Deuteronomy 9:1

32 Be sure to obey all the laws and commands I’m setting before you today. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:1; Deuteronomy 6:1; Joshua 1:8

Key Lesson from Deuteronomy 11 (CSB): Obedience brings blessing; disobedience brings destruction. God reminds His people of what He’s done and what He expects. When we love and serve Him with all our hearts, He provides rain, provision, protection, and peace. But turning to other gods brings judgment. The choice is ours—

blessing or curse. 

Deuteronomy Chapter 12 (Crawford Standard Bible)

Section 1: Destroy Pagan Worship (Verses 1–3)

1 These are the commands and laws you must carefully obey in the land the Lord, the God of your ancestors, is giving you to possess—all the days you live on the earth. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:1; Deuteronomy 6:1; Leviticus 18:4

2 Completely destroy all the places where the nations you’re driving out worshiped their gods—on high mountains, hills, and under every green tree. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 7:5; 2 Kings 17:10; Jeremiah 3:6

3 Tear down their altars, smash their sacred pillars, burn their Asherah poles, and cut down the carved images of their gods. Remove their names from those places forever. 

 Cross References: Exodus 34:13; Deuteronomy 7:5; Judges 6:25

Section 2: Worship Where God Chooses (Verses 4–14)

4 Don’t worship the Lord your God the way they worship their gods. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:3; Deuteronomy 12:31; Leviticus 20:23

5 Instead, go to the place the Lord your God will choose from among all your tribes to place His Name there. That is where you must seek Him and go. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:11; 1 Kings 8:29; Psalm 132:13

6 Bring your burnt offerings, sacrifices, tithes, special gifts, offerings you vowed to give, freewill offerings, and the firstborn of your herds and flocks to that place. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 1:2; Numbers 18:21; Exodus 23:19

7 There, in the presence of the Lord your God, you and your families will eat and rejoice in all you’ve done, because the Lord has blessed you. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 14:26; Deuteronomy 16:11; 1 Chronicles 29:22

8 You must not worship the way we are doing today, where everyone does whatever seems right in their own eyes, 

 Cross References: Judges 17:6; Judges 21:25; Proverbs 21:2

9 because you have not yet entered the rest and the inheritance the Lord your God is giving you. 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:44; Hebrews 4:8; Deuteronomy 25:19

10 But when you cross the Jordan and live in the land the Lord gives you as an inheritance, and He gives you rest from all your enemies and you live in safety, 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:44; 2 Samuel 7:1; Deuteronomy 25:19

11 then the Lord will choose a place to make His name dwell. Bring there everything I command you— your burnt offerings, sacrifices, tithes, special gifts, and all your best vows. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:5; 1 Kings 8:29; 1 Kings 9:3

12 Rejoice there before the Lord your God—you, your sons and daughters, your servants, and the Levites within your towns, since they have no inheritance among you. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:18; Deuteronomy 16:11; Deuteronomy 10:9

13 Be careful not to offer burnt offerings in just any place you see. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 17:3; Deuteronomy 12:5; Deuteronomy 12:14

14 Offer them only in the place the Lord will choose in one of your tribes. That’s where you must do everything I command you. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:5; Deuteronomy 12:11; Joshua 22:19

Section 3: Eating Meat and Honoring Blood Laws (Verses 15–28) 15 You may kill and eat meat whenever you want, within your towns, based on how the Lord your God has blessed you. Both the ceremonially clean and unclean may eat it, just as you would a deer or gazelle. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 14:5; Leviticus 11:3; Deuteronomy 15:22

16 But never eat the blood—pour it on the ground like water. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 17:10; Leviticus 17:13; Genesis 9:4

17 You must not eat within your gates the tithe of your grain, wine, or oil, the firstborn of your herd or flock, any vow offerings, freewill offerings, or your heave offerings. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 27:30; Numbers 18:21; Deuteronomy 14:23

18 Instead, eat them before the Lord your God in the place He chooses—you, your children, your servants, and the Levites in your town. Rejoice in everything you do, because the Lord has blessed you. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:7; Deuteronomy 16:11; Deuteronomy 14:26

19 Be careful not to neglect the Levites as long as you live in the land. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 14:27; Deuteronomy 12:12; Deuteronomy 12:18

20 When the Lord your God expands your territory, as He promised, and you say, “I want to eat meat,” you may eat as much meat as you desire. 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:18; Exodus 34:24; Deuteronomy 12:15

21 If the place the Lord chooses to put His name is too far, you may slaughter animals from your herd or flock that the Lord has given you and eat them in your town, as I have commanded. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:15; Deuteronomy 14:24; Leviticus 17:3

22 Eat them as you would deer or gazelle—clean and unclean alike may eat. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:15; Deuteronomy 15:22; Leviticus 11:3

23 But be very careful not to eat the blood, because the blood is the life, and you must not eat the life with the meat. 

 Cross References: Genesis 9:4; Leviticus 17:11; Leviticus 17:14

24 Don’t eat it; pour it out on the ground like water. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:16; Leviticus 17:13; 1 Samuel 14:34

25 Do not eat it, so it may go well with you and your children after you, because you’re doing what is right in the Lord’s sight. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:28; Deuteronomy 6:18; Ephesians 6:3

26 But bring your holy offerings and vows to the place the Lord chooses. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:11; Numbers 18:8; Leviticus 27:30

27 Offer the meat and blood of your burnt offerings on the altar of the Lord your God. The blood of your sacrifices must be poured out on the altar, but you may eat the meat. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 1:5; Leviticus 3:2; Leviticus 17:6

28 Carefully obey all these words I command you, so it will go well with you and your descendants forever, because you will be doing what is good and right in the sight of the Lord your God. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:18; Deuteronomy 12:25; Joshua 1:8

Section 4: Avoid Pagan Curiosity and Abomination (Verses 29–32) 29 When the Lord your God destroys the nations before you and you take their land and live there, Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:2; Deuteronomy 19:1; Joshua 23:4

30 be careful not to be trapped into following their ways. Don’t ask, “How did these nations worship their gods? I want to do the same.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 7:16; Deuteronomy 12:2; 2 Kings 17:15

31 You must not worship the Lord your God that way, because they do all kinds of detestable things that He hates—even burning their sons and daughters in fire to their gods! 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:4; 2 Kings 17:17; Leviticus 18:21

32 Be careful to do everything I command you. Don’t add anything or take anything away from it. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:2; Proverbs 30:6; Revelation 22:18

Key Lesson from Deuteronomy 12 (CSB): True worship must be according to God’s way—not our own. God calls His people to destroy false religion and worship only in the place He chooses. We must not mix His holy commands with worldly practices or curiosity about evil. Obedience leads to joy, blessing, and peace. 

Deuteronomy Chapter 13 (Crawford Standard Bible)

Section 1: False Prophets and Dreamers of Dreams (Verses 1–5) 1 If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder, Cross References: Jeremiah 23:16; Matthew 24:24; 1 John 4:1

2 and the sign or wonder comes true, and he says, “Let’s follow other gods”—gods you’ve never known—“and let’s worship them,” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 13:1; 2 Thessalonians 2:9; Revelation 13:13

3 you must not listen to that prophet or dreamer. The Lord your God is testing you to see whether you truly love Him with all your heart and soul. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 8:2; Deuteronomy 6:5; 1 Corinthians 11:19

4 Follow the Lord your God and fear Him. Keep His commandments, obey His voice, serve Him, and cling to Him. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 10:20; Deuteronomy 6:13; Joshua 22:5

5 That prophet or dreamer must be put to death, because he tried to turn you away from the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt and rescued you from slavery. He tried to lead you away from the path the Lord commanded you to walk. Remove that evil from among you. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 18:20; Zechariah 13:3; Jeremiah 28:16

Section 2: Even Loved Ones Must Not Lead You Astray (Verses 6–11) 6 If your own brother, your son or daughter, your beloved wife, or your closest friend whispers to you in secret and says, “Let’s go worship other gods”—ones neither you nor your ancestors have known, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 13:8; Deuteronomy 17:2; Job 31:27

7 whether they are near you or far away, from one end of the earth to the other—

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:14; Judges 2:12; Jeremiah 2:5

8 do not yield to them or listen to them. Don’t feel sorry for them, don’t spare them, and don’t hide what they’ve done. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 7:16; Deuteronomy 19:13; Deuteronomy 19:21

9 You must surely put them to death. Your hand must be the first to act against them, and then the hands of all the people. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 17:7; Deuteronomy 13:5; Leviticus 24:14

10 Stone them to death, because they tried to lead you away from the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 24:16; Deuteronomy 6:12; Deuteronomy 17:5

11 Then all Israel will hear about it and be afraid, and no one will do such an evil thing again among you. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 17:13; Deuteronomy 19:20; Deuteronomy 21:21

Section 3: Apostate Cities Must Be Destroyed (Verses 12–18)

12 If you hear that in one of your cities that the Lord your God is giving you to live in, Cross References: Deuteronomy 17:2; Joshua 22:11; Judges 20:12

13 some troublemakers have risen up and led the people of that city astray, saying, “Let’s go worship other gods”—gods you’ve never known—

 Cross References: Judges 19:22; 1 Samuel 2:12; Judges 20:13

14 you must investigate it thoroughly. Ask questions, search it out, and examine the matter carefully. 

If it is true and proven that such an evil thing has happened, Cross References: Deuteronomy 17:4; Deuteronomy 19:18; Joshua 22:16

15 then you must strike down the people of that city with the sword. Destroy everyone in it, along with their livestock. 

 Cross References: Joshua 6:21; Numbers 21:3; 1 Samuel 15:3

16 Pile all the goods into the middle of the city and burn it all up as a whole burnt offering to the Lord your God. The city must be completely destroyed and never rebuilt. 

 Cross References: Joshua 6:24; Joshua 8:28; Jeremiah 49:2

17 Don’t take anything from the destruction for yourself. Then the Lord will turn from His fierce anger, show you mercy, have compassion on you, and multiply you, just as He promised your ancestors. 

 Cross References: Joshua 7:1; Joshua 7:11; Deuteronomy 7:8

18 This will happen because you obey the voice of the Lord your God, keeping all His commandments and doing what is right in His sight. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:18; Deuteronomy 12:28; 1 Samuel 15:22

Key Lesson from Deuteronomy 13 (CSB): Loyalty to God must come before loyalty to anyone else—even close family. God tests His people to see if they truly love Him. False prophets, deceptive friends, and even entire communities that promote idolatry must be dealt with seriously. The fear of the Lord brings purity and protection to the community. 

Deuteronomy Chapter 14 (Crawford Standard Bible)

Section 1: God’s People Must Be Set Apart (Verses 1–2)

1 You are the children of the Lord your God. Do not cut yourselves or shave your foreheads for the dead. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 19:28; Leviticus 21:5; Jeremiah 16:6

2 For you are a holy people belonging to the Lord your God. He has chosen you to be His treasured people, set apart from all the nations on the earth. 

 Cross References: Exodus 19:5; Deuteronomy 7:6; 1 Peter 2:9

Section 2: Clean and Unclean Animals (Verses 3–21)

3 Do not eat anything that is detestable to the Lord. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:1; Leviticus 20:25; Acts 10:14

4 These are the animals you may eat: the ox, sheep, goat, 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:2; Genesis 1:24; Leviticus 27:26

5 deer, gazelle, roe deer, wild goat, ibex, antelope, and mountain sheep. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:3; 1 Kings 4:23; Deuteronomy 12:15

6 You may eat any animal that has divided hooves and chews the cud. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:3; Leviticus 11:26; Acts 10:12

7 But you must not eat animals that only chew the cud or only have divided hooves. These include the camel, the hare, and the rock badger—they chew the cud but do not have divided hooves. They are unclean to you. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:4; Leviticus 11:6; Isaiah 66:17

8 The pig is also unclean because it has divided hooves but does not chew the cud. Do not eat its meat or touch its carcass. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:7; Isaiah 65:4; Isaiah 66:17

9 Of the animals in the water, you may eat anything that has fins and scales. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:9; Leviticus 11:10; Leviticus 11:12

10 But do not eat anything that does not have fins and scales—it is unclean to you. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:10; Leviticus 11:11; Leviticus 11:12

11 You may eat any clean bird. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:13; Genesis 8:20; Leviticus 20:25

12 But do not eat these birds: the eagle, vulture, osprey, 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:13; Job 39:27; Micah 1:16

13 red kite, black kite, and any kind of falcon, 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:14; Job 28:7; Isaiah 34:15

14 any kind of raven, 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:15; Genesis 8:7; 1 Kings 17:4

15 the ostrich, nighthawk, seagull, and any kind of hawk, 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:16; Isaiah 34:11; Job 39:26

16 the little owl, great owl, white owl, 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:17; Leviticus 11:18; Psalm 102:6

17 desert owl, Egyptian vulture, cormorant, 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:18; Psalm 102:6; Zephaniah 2:14

18 stork, heron of any kind, hoopoe, and bat. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:19; Jeremiah 8:7; Isaiah 2:20

19 All flying insects are unclean to you—they must not be eaten. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:20; Leviticus 11:23; Leviticus 11:41

20 But you may eat any clean flying creature. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:21; Genesis 1:20; Leviticus 20:25

21 Do not eat anything that dies naturally. You may give it to a foreigner living among you, or sell it to an outsider. But you are a holy people belonging to the Lord your God. Do not cook a young goat in its mother’s milk. 

 Cross References: Exodus 22:31; Exodus 23:19; Leviticus 17:15

Section 3: Tithes and Offerings (Verses 22–29)

22 You must faithfully set aside a tenth of all your crops each year. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 27:30; Numbers 18:21; Malachi 3:10

23 Bring this tithe to the place the Lord your God will choose for His name to dwell. There you will eat the tithe of your grain, wine, oil, and the firstborn of your herds and flocks in the presence of the Lord your God. This will teach you to always fear Him. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:5; Deuteronomy 12:17; Nehemiah 10:37

24 But if the place is too far for you to carry your tithe, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:21; 1 Kings 8:41; Deuteronomy 14:25

25 then exchange it for silver. Take the silver with you to the place the Lord your God chooses. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 14:24; 2 Kings 12:10; Deuteronomy 12:26

26 Use the money to buy whatever you desire—cattle, sheep, wine, strong drink, or anything else you want. Then feast there before the Lord your God and rejoice with your household. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:7; Deuteronomy 16:14; Ecclesiastes 9:7

27 Do not neglect the Levites living in your towns, because they have no share or inheritance among you. 

 Cross References: Numbers 18:20; Deuteronomy 12:19; Deuteronomy 18:1

28 At the end of every third year, bring a full tenth of your produce for that year and store it in your towns. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 26:12; Amos 4:4; Deuteronomy 14:29

29 Then the Levites (who have no land), the foreigners, the orphans, and the widows in your towns may come and eat and be satisfied. Then the Lord your God will bless all the work you do. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 26:12; Deuteronomy 24:19; James 1:27

Key Lesson from Deuteronomy 14 (CSB): God calls His people to live distinct and generous lives. Holiness is reflected not only in how we

worship but in how we eat, give, and care for others. Obedience brings blessing, and generosity reflects God's heart toward the poor and the Levite who serves Him. 

Deuteronomy Chapter 15 (Crawford Standard Bible)

Section 1: The Year of Release (Verses 1–6)

1 At the end of every seven years, you must cancel debts. 

 Cross References: Exodus 23:10; Leviticus 25:1; Nehemiah 10:31

2 This is how it must be done: Every creditor must cancel what he has lent to his neighbor. He must not demand repayment from his brother, because the Lord’s time of release has been proclaimed. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 5:10; Leviticus 25:35; Exodus 22:25

3 You may collect from a foreigner, but you must forgive any debt your fellow Israelite owes you. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 23:20; Leviticus 25:44; Nehemiah 5:8

4 There should be no poor people among you, because the Lord will greatly bless you in the land He is giving you as your inheritance. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 15:11; Deuteronomy 28:8; Acts 4:34

5 This will happen only if you carefully obey the voice of the Lord your God and are careful to follow all His commands that I give you today. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:1; Leviticus 26:3; Deuteronomy 11:13

6 For the Lord your God will bless you, just as He promised. You will lend to many nations, but borrow from none. You will rule over many nations, but none will rule over you. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:12; Deuteronomy 28:13; Deuteronomy 28:44

Section 2: Caring for the Poor (Verses 7–11)

7 If there is a poor person among you in any of your towns in the land the Lord your God is giving you, do not be hard-hearted or tightfisted toward them. 

 Cross References: 1 John 3:17; Proverbs 21:13; Matthew 5:42

8 Instead, be generous and freely lend whatever they need. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 19:17; Luke 6:35; 1 John 3:17

9 Be careful not to harbor this wicked thought: “The seventh year is near, the year of release,” and refuse to help your poor brother. If he cries out to the Lord against you, you will be guilty of sin. 

 Cross References: James 2:15; Proverbs 22:9; Exodus 22:23

10 Give freely, and do so without a grudging heart. Then the Lord your God will bless you in everything you do. 

 Cross References: 2 Corinthians 9:7; Proverbs 22:9; Proverbs 11:25

11 There will always be poor people in the land. That’s why I command you to be openhanded toward your fellow Israelites who are poor and needy in your land. 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:11; Proverbs 19:17; Mark 14:7

Section 3: Releasing Servants (Verses 12–18)

12 If a fellow Hebrew man or woman sells themselves to you and serves you for six years, then in the seventh year you must set them free. 

 Cross References: Exodus 21:2; Leviticus 25:39; Jeremiah 34:14

13 When you release them, do not send them away empty-handed. 

 Cross References: Exodus 21:2; Deuteronomy 15:14; Leviticus 25:41

14 Supply them generously from your flock, your grain, and your wine. Give to them as the Lord your God has blessed you. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 16:17; Deuteronomy 15:10; Luke 6:38

15 Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and the Lord your God redeemed you. That’s why I command you to do this today. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 5:15; Deuteronomy 16:12; Exodus 20:2

16 But if your servant says, “I don’t want to leave you,” because he loves you and your household and is well off with you, 

 Cross References: Exodus 21:5; Exodus 21:6; Deuteronomy 15:17

17 then take an awl and pierce his ear into the door. He will become your servant for life. Do the same with your female servant. 

 Cross References: Exodus 21:6; Exodus 21:7; Psalm 40:6

18 Don’t think it’s hard to let them go, for they have served you six years, worth double what you’d pay a hired worker. Then the Lord your God will bless everything you do. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 34:14; Deuteronomy 15:10; Colossians 4:1

Section 4: Firstborn Animals for the Lord (Verses 19–23)

19 Set apart for the Lord your God every firstborn male from your herds and flocks. Do not work the firstborn of your oxen, and do not shear the firstborn of your sheep. 

 Cross References: Exodus 13:2; Exodus 13:12; Numbers 18:17

20 Each year, you and your household are to eat them in the presence of the Lord your God at the place He chooses. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:17; Deuteronomy 14:23; Deuteronomy 16:11

21 But if an animal has any defect—if it is lame, blind, or has any serious flaw—you must not sacrifice it to the Lord your God. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 22:20; Malachi 1:8; Deuteronomy 17:1

22 You may eat it in your towns. Both the ceremonially clean and unclean may eat it, just like a deer or gazelle. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:15; Deuteronomy 12:22; Leviticus 11:3

23 But you must not eat the blood. Pour it out on the ground like water. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 17:13; Deuteronomy 12:16; Genesis 9:4

Key Lesson from Deuteronomy 15 (CSB): God calls His people to generosity, compassion, and remembrance. In forgiving debts, caring for the poor, releasing servants, and dedicating the firstborn to the Lord, Israel was reminded that everything they had came from God—and He expected mercy and justice in return. 

Deuteronomy Chapter 16 (Crawford Standard Bible)

Section 1: The Passover Celebration (Verses 1–8)

1 Celebrate the month of Abib by keeping the Passover to the Lord your God. It was in this month that the Lord brought you out of Egypt by night. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:2; Exodus 13:4; Exodus 12:29

2 Offer the Passover sacrifice to the Lord your God from your flock and herd, in the place He chooses for His name to dwell. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:5; Exodus 12:21; 2 Chronicles 35:1

3 Don’t eat it with bread made with yeast. For seven days, eat unleavened bread—bread of hardship— because you left Egypt in a hurry. This will help you remember that day for the rest of your life. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:15; Exodus 12:39; 1 Corinthians 5:8

4 No yeast is to be found anywhere in your land for seven days. None of the meat you sacrifice on the first evening is to remain until morning. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:19; Exodus 12:10; Exodus 34:25

5 You must not offer the Passover sacrifice in any town the Lord your God is giving you. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 16:2; Deuteronomy 12:5; 2 Chronicles 30:3

6 You must offer it only at the place the Lord will choose for His name. Sacrifice it in the evening, at sunset, just as you left Egypt. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:6; Numbers 9:3; Exodus 12:41

7 Roast it and eat it in that place. Then in the morning, return to your tents. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:8; Exodus 12:10; 2 Chronicles 35:13

8 For six days, eat unleavened bread, and on the seventh day, hold a special assembly to the Lord your God. Do no work on that day. 

 Cross References: Exodus 13:6; Leviticus 23:8; Exodus 12:16

Section 2: The Festival of Weeks (Verses 9–12)

9 Count off seven weeks from the time you begin to harvest the grain. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:15; Exodus 34:22; Leviticus 23:16

10 Then celebrate the Festival of Weeks to the Lord your God. Bring a freewill offering, giving in proportion to how the Lord has blessed you. 

 Cross References: Exodus 34:22; Leviticus 23:17; Acts 2:1

11 Rejoice before the Lord with your son and daughter, your servants, the Levites, foreigners, orphans, and widows in your towns, at the place the Lord your God chooses. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:12; Deuteronomy 16:14; Leviticus 23:22

12 And remember that you were once slaves in Egypt. Carefully follow these commands. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 15:15; Deuteronomy 5:15; Exodus 13:3

Section 3: The Festival of Tabernacles (Verses 13–17)

13 Celebrate the Festival of Tabernacles for seven days after you gather your grain and wine. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:34; Leviticus 23:39; Nehemiah 8:14

14 Rejoice during your festival—you, your children, your servants, the Levites, foreigners, orphans, and widows living among you. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 16:11; Nehemiah 8:17; Leviticus 23:40

15 Celebrate for seven days at the place the Lord your God will choose. He will bless your harvest and your work, and you will be full of joy. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:39; 1 Kings 8:65; Nehemiah 8:17

16 All your men must appear before the Lord your God three times a year at the designated place: for the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the Festival of Weeks, and the Festival of Tabernacles. They must not come empty-handed. 

 Cross References: Exodus 23:14; Exodus 34:23; Exodus 23:17

17 Each one must bring a gift in proportion to how the Lord your God has blessed them. 

 Cross References: 1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 8:12; Deuteronomy 16:10

Section 4: Justice Among the People (Verses 18–20)

18 Appoint judges and officials for your towns in every tribe the Lord your God is giving you. They must judge the people fairly. 

 Cross References: Exodus 18:21; Deuteronomy 1:16; 2 Chronicles 19:5

19 Do not twist justice or show favoritism. Don’t accept bribes, for bribes blind the wise and corrupt the words of the righteous. 

 Cross References: Exodus 23:8; Leviticus 19:15; Proverbs 17:23

20 Pursue true justice only, so you may live and possess the land the Lord your God is giving you. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 1:17; Amos 5:24; Micah 6:8

Section 5: Forbidden Worship Practices (Verses 21–22)

21 Do not plant any trees as sacred groves near the altar of the Lord your God. 

 Cross References: Exodus 34:13; Judges 6:25; Deuteronomy 12:3


8 The people of Israel mourned for Moses on the plains of Moab for thirty days, until the time of weeping and mourning was over. 

 Cross References: Numbers 20:29; Genesis 50:3; Genesis 50:10

9 Now Joshua son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom because Moses had laid his hands on him. So the Israelites listened to him and did just as the Lord had commanded through Moses. 

 Cross References: Numbers 27:18; Joshua 1:1; Numbers 27:23

10 There has never been another prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face. 

 Cross References: Numbers 12:6; Exodus 33:11; Deuteronomy 18:15

11 The Lord sent him to perform all the signs and wonders in the land of Egypt against Pharaoh, all his officials, and his entire land. 

 Cross References: Exodus 7:3; Exodus 4:21; Psalm 105:26

12 With mighty power and terrifying acts, Moses did great things in the sight of all Israel. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:31; Exodus 6:6; Joshua 4:14

Key Lesson from Deuteronomy 34 (CSB): A faithful servant may not enter the promise, but he fulfills the purpose. Moses’ story ends not in failure, but in faithfulness. Though he did not step foot into the Promised Land, he led a generation out of bondage and prepared the next to enter. His life was a testimony of obedience, intimacy with God, and leadership. His legacy lives on through Joshua and the people he guided. 

   Structure of the Book

1. Chapters 1–5: Preparation for Invasion

• God commissions Joshua

• Rahab and the spies

• Crossing the Jordan

• Covenant renewal at Gilgal

2. Chapters 6–12: Conquest of the Land

• Jericho and Ai

• The sin of Achan

• Southern and northern campaigns

• Summary of victories

3. Chapters 13–21: Division of the Land

• Allotments to the tribes

• Cities of refuge

• Levitical cities

4. Chapters 22–24: Covenant and Farewell

• Eastern tribes return home

• Joshua’s final exhortations

• Covenant renewal at Shechem

• Joshua’s death

   Spiritual Lessons

• Victory comes through faith and obedience, not military strength. 

• Sin in the camp affects the whole community (Achan’s story). 

• God keeps every promise—no word of His ever fails. 

• The battle belongs to the Lord, but His people must follow Him in faith. 

• Renewal of covenant must be continual, from generation to generation. 

Jesus in Joshua

Joshua is a type of Christ—both in name and mission. Just as Joshua led God’s people into the earthly promised land, Jesus leads His people into the heavenly promised land. Rahab’s deliverance also foreshadows salvation by faith and grace. 

Key Verse

“Be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” —  Joshua 1:9 (NLT)

Joshua Chapter 1 (Crawford Standard Bible)

1 After Moses, the servant of the Lord, died, the Lord spoke to Joshua, son of Nun, who had served Moses faithfully. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 34:5; Deuteronomy 34:8; Judges 1:1

2 “Moses, my servant, is dead. Now get ready—it's time for you and all the people to cross the Jordan River into the land I’m giving to the people of Israel. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 31:2; Deuteronomy 34:4; Joshua 3:17

3 I’m giving you every place where you set your foot, just like I promised Moses. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 11:24; Genesis 13:17; Joshua 14:9

4 Your territory will stretch from the wilderness to Lebanon, from the great Euphrates River to all the land of the Hittites, and west to the Mediterranean Sea. 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:18; Deuteronomy 1:7; Deuteronomy 11:24

5 No one will be able to stand against you as long as you live. Just like I was with Moses, I’ll be with you. I won’t abandon you or let you down. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 7:24; Deuteronomy 31:6; Joshua 10:8

6 Be strong and brave, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I promised to their ancestors. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 31:7; Deuteronomy 31:23; 1 Chronicles 22:13

7 Be strong and very courageous. Make sure you live according to all the law my servant Moses gave you. Don’t turn from it to the right or to the left. That’s how you’ll succeed in whatever you do. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 5:32; Deuteronomy 17:20; Psalm 1:2

8 Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips. Think about it day and night, so you’ll be sure to obey everything in it. Then you’ll do well and succeed in life. 

 Cross References: Psalm 1:2; Deuteronomy 6:7; Psalm 119:97

9 I’ve commanded you—be strong and courageous! Don’t be afraid or discouraged, because the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 31:6; 1 Chronicles 28:20; Isaiah 41:10

10 Then Joshua gave orders to the officers of the people:

 Cross References: Exodus 5:6; Deuteronomy 20:5; Joshua 3:2

11 “Go through the camp and tell the people, ‘Get your supplies ready. In three days you will cross the Jordan River to go and take the land the Lord your God is giving you.’” 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:39; Joshua 3:2; Joshua 9:11

12 Joshua also spoke to the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh: Cross References: Numbers 32:33; Deuteronomy 3:12; Joshua 13:8

13 “Remember what Moses, the servant of the Lord, told you: ‘The Lord your God has given you rest and this land.’

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 3:20; Numbers 32:20; Joshua 22:4

14 Your wives, children, and livestock can stay here in the land Moses gave you east of the Jordan. 

But all your strong warriors must cross ahead of your relatives, fully armed, to help them. 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:26; Deuteronomy 3:19; Joshua 22:4

15 Stay with them until the Lord gives them rest, just as He’s given you rest. After they’ve taken the land the Lord your God is giving them, you can return to your own land, the one Moses gave you on the east side of the Jordan, facing the sunrise.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 3:20; Joshua 22:4; Numbers 32:22

16 Then they answered Joshua, “We’ll do everything you’ve told us, and we’ll go wherever you send us. 

 Cross References: Exodus 19:8; Exodus 24:3; Deuteronomy 5:27

17 Just like we obeyed Moses, we’ll obey you. May the Lord your God be with you just as He was with Moses. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:31; Deuteronomy 34:9; Joshua 1:5

18 Anyone who rebels against your command or disobeys your orders will be put to death. So be strong and courageous!” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 17:12; 1 Samuel 12:15; Joshua 1:7

Key Lesson from Joshua 1:

God's presence and promises are the foundation of courage and success. When we follow His Word faithfully and step forward in obedience, He will be with us wherever we go. Leadership rooted in God's instruction brings strength, unity, and victory. 

Joshua Chapter 2 (Crawford Standard Bible)

1 Then Joshua, son of Nun, secretly sent two men from the Israelite camp at Shittim. He told them, 

“Go scout out the land, especially Jericho.” So the two spies entered the city and stayed at the house of a prostitute named Rahab. 

 Cross References: Numbers 25:1; Hebrews 11:31; James 2:25

2 But someone told the king of Jericho, “Some Israelite men have come here tonight to spy out the land.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:2; Deuteronomy 1:22; Joshua 6:25

3 So the king of Jericho sent orders to Rahab: “Bring out the men who came to stay in your house. 

They’ve come to spy out the whole country.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 19:5; Judges 19:22; Joshua 2:1

4 But Rahab had hidden the two men. She told the king’s messengers, “Yes, the men came to me, but I didn’t know where they were from. 

 Cross References: Exodus 1:17; Exodus 1:19; James 2:25

5 When it got dark and the city gate was about to close, they left. I don’t know where they went. 

Hurry! You might catch them!” 

 Cross References: Joshua 2:16; Joshua 2:22; Joshua 2:7

6 (In truth, she had taken them to the roof and hidden them under stalks of flax she had laid out.) Cross References: Joshua 2:4; Exodus 2:3; James 2:25

7 So the king’s men went out searching for them along the road toward the Jordan River and the crossing points. As soon as they left, the city gate was shut. 

 Cross References: Judges 3:28; Joshua 2:23; Joshua 2:16

8 Before the spies settled in for the night, Rahab came up to the roof Cross References: Joshua 2:6; Joshua 2:9; Joshua 2:15

9 and said, “I know the Lord has given you this land. Everyone here is terrified of you. The people are melting in fear. 

 Cross References: Exodus 15:16; Deuteronomy 2:25; Deuteronomy 11:25

10 We’ve heard how the Lord dried up the Red Sea for you when you left Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two Amorite kings on the east side of the Jordan—you completely destroyed them. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:21; Numbers 21:24; Numbers 21:35

11 When we heard this, our hearts sank, and no one has any courage left. For the Lord your God is the true God in heaven above and on the earth below. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:39; Joshua 5:1; Exodus 15:15

12 Now please swear to me by the Lord that since I’ve shown you kindness, you’ll also show kindness to my family. Give me a promise you’ll keep:

 Cross References: Genesis 21:23; 1 Samuel 20:14; Genesis 24:49

13 that you’ll spare my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and everyone in their households— and save us from death.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 6:23; Joshua 6:25; Genesis 19:12

14 The men replied, “We’ll guarantee your safety with our own lives—if you don’t tell anyone about this mission. When the Lord gives us the land, we will treat you kindly and faithfully.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 2:20; Judges 1:24; Joshua 2:12

15 Then Rahab lowered them down through a window using a rope, because her house was part of the city wall. 

 Cross References: Acts 9:25; 1 Samuel 19:12; Joshua 2:6

16 She told them, “Run to the hills and hide there for three days until the men chasing you return. 

Then you can go on your way.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 2:22; Joshua 2:23; Joshua 2:7

17 The men said, “We’ll keep our promise, but only under certain conditions: Cross References: Genesis 24:8; Joshua 2:20; Joshua 9:20

18 When we come into the land, you must tie this scarlet cord in the window—the same one you used to let us down. And you must gather your father, mother, brothers, and your whole family into your house. 

 Cross References: Genesis 38:28; Exodus 12:13; Exodus 12:22

19 If anyone leaves your house, their blood is on their own head—we won’t be responsible. But if anyone stays in the house and is harmed, we’ll take the blame. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:22; Ezekiel 33:4; 2 Samuel 1:16

20 But if you tell anyone about our mission, then we are released from our oath to you.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 2:14; Joshua 2:17; Numbers 30:2

21 Rahab agreed. “Let it be as you say,” she replied. She sent them off, and then she tied the scarlet cord in the window. 

 Cross References: Joshua 2:18; Joshua 2:14; Joshua 6:23

22 The two men went into the hills and stayed there three days. The king’s men searched everywhere along the road but didn’t find them. 

 Cross References: Joshua 2:16; Joshua 2:7; Joshua 2:23

23 Afterward, the spies went back down the hill, crossed the Jordan, and returned to Joshua. They gave him a full report of everything that had happened. 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:25; Joshua 2:7; Numbers 13:26

24 They told Joshua, “The Lord has certainly given us the whole land. All the people are terrified of us.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 23:27; Joshua 2:9; Deuteronomy 2:25

Key Lesson from Joshua 2:

God can use unexpected people—like Rahab—to carry out His plan. Faith isn’t limited by a person’s past. When we trust God's promises, we become part of His redemption story. Rahab’s act of faith opened the way for her family’s salvation and placed her in the lineage of Jesus (Matthew 1:5). 

Joshua Chapter 3 (Crawford Standard Bible)

1 Joshua got up early the next morning, and the Israelites left Shittim. They arrived at the Jordan River and camped there before crossing over. 

 Cross References: Numbers 25:1; Joshua 2:1; Joshua 1:11

2 After three days, the officers went throughout the camp

 Cross References: Joshua 1:11; Joshua 3:6; Exodus 19:11

3 and gave these instructions to the people: “When you see the priests—the Levites—carrying the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord your God, you must break camp and follow them. 

 Cross References: Numbers 10:33; Deuteronomy 31:9; Numbers 4:15

4 But stay about 2,000 cubits (around 3,000 feet) behind it. Don’t go near it, so that you’ll clearly see the path to follow, because you’ve never been this way before.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 19:12; Numbers 4:15; Numbers 4:20

5 Then Joshua told the people, “Make yourselves holy, because tomorrow the Lord will do amazing things among you.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 19:10; Exodus 19:14; Leviticus 20:7

6 Joshua told the priests, “Pick up the Ark of the Covenant and go ahead of the people.” So they picked it up and went ahead. 

 Cross References: Numbers 4:15; Joshua 3:14; Joshua 6:6

7 Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to make you great in the eyes of all Israel. Then they will know that I am with you just as I was with Moses. 

 Cross References: Joshua 4:14; Exodus 14:31; Deuteronomy 34:9

8 Tell the priests who carry the Ark of the Covenant, ‘When you reach the edge of the Jordan River, stop and stand in the river.’” 

 Cross References: Joshua 3:13; Joshua 3:15; Exodus 14:16

9 Then Joshua spoke to the Israelites: “Come here and listen to the words of the Lord your God.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:4; Exodus 19:9; Deuteronomy 4:1

10 He said, “This is how you will know that the living God is among you and that He will drive out before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites, and Jebusites. 

 Cross References: Exodus 33:16; Deuteronomy 7:1; Deuteronomy 7:22

11 Look! The Ark of the Covenant of the Lord of all the earth will go ahead of you into the Jordan. 

 Cross References: Joshua 4:11; Psalm 97:5; Zechariah 4:14

12 Choose twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one man from each tribe. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:4; Joshua 4:2; Deuteronomy 1:23

13 As soon as the priests who are carrying the Ark of the Lord—the Lord of all the earth—step into the water, the river will stop flowing. The water coming from upstream will pile up in a heap.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:22; Psalm 114:3; Psalm 114:5

14 So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests carrying the Ark went ahead of them. 

 Cross References: Joshua 3:6; Deuteronomy 31:9; Joshua 6:6

15 Now the Jordan was overflowing its banks because it was harvest season. But as soon as the priests stepped into the water at the river’s edge, 

 Cross References: Joshua 4:18; 1 Chronicles 12:15; Joshua 3:16

16 the water coming from upstream stopped and piled up in a great heap far away at a town called Adam near Zarethan. And the water flowing down to the Dead Sea was completely cut off. So the people crossed the river near Jericho. 

 Cross References: Exodus 15:8; Psalm 114:3; Psalm 78:13

17 The priests carrying the Ark of the Lord stood firmly on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan while all the Israelites crossed on dry land until everyone had passed over. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:29; Joshua 4:10; Psalm 66:6

Key Lesson from Joshua 3:

When God leads, He makes a way—even through impossible barriers. The crossing of the Jordan shows that God is not only present but powerful, going before His people. Faith means stepping into the water before it parts, trusting God will hold it back. 

Joshua Chapter 4 (Crawford Standard Bible)

1 After the entire nation had crossed over the Jordan River, the Lord spoke to Joshua, Cross References: Joshua 3:17; Joshua 4:11; Exodus 14:29

2 “Choose twelve men, one from each tribe, 

 Cross References: Joshua 3:12; Numbers 1:4; Joshua 4:4

3 and tell them, ‘Take twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan River, from the very place where the priests are standing. Carry them with you and put them down where you’ll be staying tonight.’” 

 Cross References: Joshua 4:20; Exodus 24:4; Deuteronomy 27:2

4 So Joshua called together the twelve men he had chosen from the Israelites—one from each tribe. 

 Cross References: Joshua 3:12; Joshua 4:2; Numbers 1:4

5 He told them, “Go ahead of the Ark of the Lord your God into the middle of the Jordan. Each of you must pick up a stone and carry it on your shoulder, one for each of the twelve tribes of Israel. 

 Cross References: Joshua 4:8; Joshua 3:8; Joshua 4:3

6 These stones will be a sign to you. In the future, your children will ask, ‘What do these stones mean?’

 Cross References: Exodus 12:26; Exodus 13:14; Deuteronomy 6:20

7 Then you can tell them, ‘The waters of the Jordan stopped flowing when the Ark of the Lord’s covenant crossed the river.’ These stones will be a permanent memorial for the people of Israel.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 3:16; Exodus 12:14; Joshua 4:24

8 The Israelites did just as Joshua commanded. They took twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan River—just as the Lord had instructed Joshua—one for each tribe. They carried them to the place where they would camp and put them down there. 

 Cross References: Joshua 4:3; Joshua 4:5; Joshua 4:20

9 Joshua also set up another twelve stones in the middle of the Jordan, at the spot where the priests who carried the Ark of the Covenant had stood. The stones are still there to this day. 

 Cross References: Joshua 4:20; Deuteronomy 27:4; Joshua 24:26

10 The priests carrying the Ark stood in the river until everything was done that the Lord had commanded Joshua, just as Moses had instructed him. Meanwhile, the people hurried across the river. 

 Cross References: Joshua 3:17; Deuteronomy 1:3; Deuteronomy 34:9

11 Once everyone had crossed, the priests carrying the Ark of the Lord also crossed to the other side while the people watched. 

 Cross References: Joshua 3:11; Joshua 4:1; Joshua 4:18

12 The men from the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh crossed over ahead of the rest of Israel, armed for battle, just as Moses had said. 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:27; Deuteronomy 3:18; Joshua 1:14

13 About forty thousand warriors, equipped for battle, crossed over before the Lord to the plains near Jericho. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:7; Numbers 32:21; Joshua 1:14

14 On that day, the Lord made Joshua great in the eyes of all Israel. They respected him for the rest of his life, just as they had respected Moses. 

 Cross References: Joshua 3:7; Exodus 14:31; 1 Chronicles 29:25

15 Then the Lord said to Joshua, 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:1; Numbers 1:1; Joshua 1:1

16 “Tell the priests carrying the Ark of the Covenant to come up out of the Jordan.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 3:8; Numbers 4:15; Joshua 3:3

17 So Joshua gave that command to the priests:

 Cross References: Joshua 4:16; Joshua 3:8; Joshua 3:6

18 And when the priests carrying the Ark came up out of the Jordan, and their feet touched dry ground, the river returned to its place and overflowed its banks as before. 

 Cross References: Joshua 3:15; Exodus 14:27; Exodus 14:28

19 The people crossed the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month and camped at Gilgal, on the eastern border of Jericho. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:3; Joshua 5:10; Joshua 4:20

20 Joshua set up the twelve stones they had taken from the Jordan at Gilgal. 

 Cross References: Joshua 4:3; Joshua 4:9; Deuteronomy 27:2

21 He said to the Israelites, “In the future, when your children ask, ‘What do these stones mean?’

 Cross References: Joshua 4:6; Exodus 12:26; Exodus 13:14

22 You will tell them, ‘Israel crossed the Jordan River on dry ground.’

 Cross References: Joshua 3:17; Joshua 4:23; Exodus 14:22

23 For the Lord your God dried up the river before you until you had crossed over, just like He did at the Red Sea, which He dried up for us until we had all passed through. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:21; Psalm 114:3; Psalm 114:5

24 He did this so all the nations of the earth might know that the Lord’s hand is powerful, and so that you would always respect and honor the Lord your God.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 15:14; 1 Kings 8:42; Deuteronomy 6:2

Key Lesson from Joshua 4:

God wants His people to remember His faithfulness. The memorial stones were not just rocks—they were a legacy of God’s power and provision, passed down to future generations. We should always find ways to remember and share what God has done. 

Joshua Chapter 5 (Crawford Standard Bible)

1 When all the kings of the Amorites west of the Jordan and all the Canaanite kings who lived along the Mediterranean Sea heard that the Lord had dried up the Jordan River so the Israelites could cross over, their hearts melted with fear. They lost all courage because of the people of Israel. 

 Cross References: Joshua 2:9; Joshua 2:11; Exodus 15:15

2 At that time, the Lord said to Joshua, “Make sharp knives and circumcise the Israelite men again.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 17:10; Exodus 4:25; Genesis 34:14

3 So Joshua made sharp flint knives and circumcised the Israelite males at a place called the Hill of Foreskins. 

 Cross References: Genesis 17:23; Exodus 12:48; Genesis 17:10

4 The reason Joshua circumcised them was this: All the men who came out of Egypt—who were of fighting age—died in the wilderness after they left Egypt. 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:29; Numbers 26:65; Deuteronomy 2:16

5 All those who came out had been circumcised, but none of those born during the forty years in the wilderness had been circumcised. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 1:39; Numbers 14:31; Genesis 17:12

6 The Israelites wandered in the wilderness for forty years until all the men who had left Egypt died, because they had disobeyed the Lord. God had sworn they would not see the land He promised to their ancestors—a land flowing with milk and honey. 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:34; Numbers 32:13; Deuteronomy 2:14

7 So it was their children, the next generation, that Joshua circumcised. They had not been circumcised on the way during those years in the wilderness. 

 Cross References: Genesis 17:12; Leviticus 12:3; Deuteronomy 1:39

8 After the circumcision was done, the men stayed in camp until they healed. 

 Cross References: Genesis 34:25; Genesis 17:11; Exodus 4:26

9 Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away the shame of Egypt from you.” So the place was called  Gilgal (which sounds like “roll away”), and that name remains to this day. 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:12; Psalm 44:13; Joshua 4:19

10 While camped at Gilgal in the plains of Jericho, the Israelites celebrated the Passover on the evening of the fourteenth day of the month. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:6; Numbers 9:5; Exodus 12:18

11 The very next day, they ate food grown in the land—unleavened bread and roasted grain. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:39; Leviticus 23:14; Exodus 12:8

12 The day after they ate from the land, the manna stopped. From then on, the Israelites ate food from the land of Canaan and never had manna again. 

 Cross References: Exodus 16:35; Nehemiah 9:21; Deuteronomy 8:3

13 One day, while Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of him with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua approached him and asked, “Are you on our side or our enemies’ side?” 

 Cross References: Numbers 22:23; Genesis 32:24; Judges 6:12

14 “Neither,” the man replied. “I am the commander of the Lord’s army. I’ve just arrived.” Joshua fell to the ground in reverence and asked, “What does my Lord want to say to His servant?” 

 Cross References: Exodus 23:20; Daniel 10:5; Revelation 1:17

15 The commander of the Lord’s army replied, “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did as he was told. 

 Cross References: Exodus 3:5; Acts 7:33; Exodus 3:6

Key Lesson from Joshua 5:

Before great victories come, God often calls for personal obedience and spiritual preparation. Israel’s renewal of the covenant through circumcision and celebration of Passover marked a new beginning. 

Likewise, the appearance of the Commander of the Lord’s army reminds us: the battles we face are won when God leads, and we follow in humility and worship. 

Joshua Chapter 6 (Crawford Standard Bible)

1 Now Jericho was tightly shut because of the Israelites. No one could enter or leave. 

 Cross References: Joshua 2:9; Joshua 2:11; Deuteronomy 7:24

2 Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Look, I have handed Jericho over to you—its king and all its strong warriors. 

 Cross References: Joshua 1:3; Deuteronomy 7:24; Joshua 8:1

3 You and your men of war must march around the city once a day for six days. 

 Cross References: Joshua 6:14; Hebrews 11:30; Joshua 6:15

4 Have seven priests walk in front of the Ark, each carrying a ram’s horn. On the seventh day, march around the city seven times, with the priests blowing their horns. 

 Cross References: Numbers 10:9; Leviticus 25:9; Joshua 6:8

5 When you hear them give a long blast on the ram’s horn, all the people must shout as loud as they can. Then the city wall will collapse, and everyone can charge straight in.” 

 Cross References: Hebrews 11:30; Joshua 6:20; Joshua 6:16

6 So Joshua son of Nun summoned the priests and said, “Take up the Ark of the Covenant. Seven of you are to carry trumpets made from ram’s horns in front of the Ark.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 3:6; Joshua 6:4; Numbers 4:15

7 He then gave the order to the people: “March around the city. Armed men should go ahead of the Ark of the Lord.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 6:3; Joshua 6:9; Joshua 6:13

8 After Joshua spoke, the seven priests with the ram’s horn trumpets started walking ahead of the Lord, blowing their horns. The Ark of the Covenant followed behind them. 

 Cross References: Joshua 6:4; Joshua 3:6; Numbers 10:8

9 Some of the armed men marched ahead of the priests who were blowing the horns, and the rest followed behind the Ark, all the while blowing their trumpets. 

 Cross References: Joshua 6:13; Joshua 6:7; Joshua 6:9

10 But Joshua gave strict orders: “Don’t shout, don’t speak, not a single word from anyone until I tell you to shout. Then shout!” 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:14; Joshua 6:16; Psalm 46:10

11 So the Ark of the Lord was carried around the city one time. Then they returned to camp and stayed the night. 

 Cross References: Joshua 6:3; Joshua 6:14; Joshua 3:1

12 Early the next morning, Joshua got up and the priests again carried the Ark of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Joshua 3:1; Joshua 7:16; Joshua 6:15

13 The seven priests with the seven ram’s horns marched ahead of the Ark, blowing their horns. The armed men marched before them, and the rear guard followed the Ark as the trumpets blew. 

 Cross References: Joshua 6:9; Joshua 6:4; Joshua 6:8

14 On the second day they again marched around the city once and returned to camp. They did this for six days. 

 Cross References: Joshua 6:3; Joshua 6:15; Hebrews 11:30

15 On the seventh day, they got up at dawn and marched around the city seven times in the same way. This was the only day they marched around it seven times. 

 Cross References: Joshua 6:4; Joshua 6:3; Joshua 6:16

16 On the seventh time, as the priests blew the trumpets, Joshua said to the people, “Shout! For the Lord has given you the city! 

 Cross References: Joshua 6:2; Joshua 6:5; Judges 7:20

17 The city and everything in it must be completely destroyed as an offering to the Lord. Only Rahab the prostitute and those in her house should be spared, because she hid the spies we sent. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 7:2; Joshua 2:4; Hebrews 11:31

18 But keep away from the things set apart for destruction. If you take anything that belongs to the Lord, you will bring destruction on the whole camp of Israel. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 7:26; Joshua 7:1; 1 Samuel 15:19

19 All the silver, gold, and items made of bronze and iron are sacred to the Lord and must go into His treasury.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 31:54; Joshua 6:24; 1 Chronicles 26:20

20 When the people heard the sound of the trumpets, they shouted with a mighty shout. The wall collapsed, and the people rushed in and captured the city. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 11:30; Joshua 6:5; Joshua 6:16

21 They completely destroyed everything in the city—men and women, young and old, cattle, sheep, and donkeys—with the sword. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 20:17; 1 Samuel 15:3; Deuteronomy 7:2

22 Then Joshua said to the two spies, “Go to Rahab’s house and bring her and all her family out, as you promised her.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 2:14; Joshua 2:17; Joshua 2:1

23 The young men went in and brought out Rahab, her parents, her siblings, and everyone with her. 

They brought them all to a safe place outside the Israelite camp. 

 Cross References: Joshua 2:13; Joshua 2:18; Joshua 6:25

24 Then they burned the city and everything in it. Only the silver, gold, and articles of bronze and iron were kept and put into the Lord’s treasury. 

 Cross References: Joshua 6:19; Deuteronomy 13:16; Numbers 31:54

25 Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, along with her family and all who were with her. She has lived among the Israelites ever since, because she hid the spies Joshua sent to Jericho. 

 Cross References: Matthew 1:5; Hebrews 11:31; James 2:25

26 At that time, Joshua pronounced this curse: “Cursed is the man who tries to rebuild Jericho. At the cost of his firstborn son, he will lay its foundation; at the cost of his youngest, he will set up its gates.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 16:34; Deuteronomy 13:16; Joshua 6:24

27 So the Lord was with Joshua, and his reputation spread throughout the land. 

 Cross References: Joshua 1:5; Joshua 3:7; 1 Samuel 18:14

Key Lesson from Joshua 6:

Victory doesn’t always come through strength, but through obedience. God’s instructions to conquer Jericho seemed unusual, but Israel’s faith and obedience brought the walls down. Faith paired with action—even when it defies logic—unleashes God’s power. Jericho fell not by swords, but by submission to the Lord. 

Joshua Chapter 7 (Crawford Standard Bible) 1 But the Israelites were unfaithful about the things that were supposed to be set apart for the Lord. A man named Achan—son of Carmi, grandson of Zabdi, great-grandson of Zerah, from the tribe of Judah —took some of what had been dedicated to God. So the Lord’s anger burned against the entire nation. 

 Cross References: Joshua 6:18; Joshua 22:20; Deuteronomy 7:26

2 Joshua sent some men from Jericho to scout out the town of Ai, which is east of Bethel near Beth-aven. He told them, “Go up and spy out the land.” So the men went and did as he said. 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:17; Joshua 2:1; Genesis 12:8

3 When they returned, they told Joshua, “We don’t need the whole army to go up. Two or three thousand men will be enough to defeat Ai. The people there are few—don’t make everyone work hard.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 7:4; Deuteronomy 1:41; Deuteronomy 1:42

4 So about 3,000 men went to attack Ai, but they were soundly defeated. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:17; Deuteronomy 28:25; Joshua 7:5

5 The men of Ai killed about 36 of them. They chased the rest of the Israelites from the city gates all the way down the slopes, and the Israelites were terrified. Their courage melted away like water. 

 Cross References: Joshua 2:11; Deuteronomy 20:8; Deuteronomy 28:25

6 Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell face down before the Ark of the Lord. He stayed there until evening, along with the elders of Israel. They sprinkled dust on their heads as a sign of mourning. 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:5; Job 2:12; Genesis 37:34

7 Joshua cried out, “Lord God, why did You bring us across the Jordan River at all—just to let the Amorites destroy us? We should have been content to stay on the other side! 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:11; Numbers 14:3; Numbers 20:4

8 Lord, what can I say now that Israel has turned its back and run from its enemies? 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:17; Deuteronomy 28:25; Joshua 7:12

9 The Canaanites and all the surrounding nations will hear about this. They’ll surround us and wipe our name off the earth. And what will happen to Your great name?” 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:12; Numbers 14:16; Ezekiel 36:22

10 But the Lord said to Joshua, “Stand up! Why are you lying there on your face? 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:5; Exodus 14:15; Judges 20:23

11 Israel has sinned. They have violated My covenant. They’ve taken what I commanded them not to touch. They’ve stolen, lied, and hidden the stolen things among their own stuff. 

 Cross References: Joshua 6:18; Deuteronomy 7:26; Joshua 7:21

12 That’s why Israel can’t stand against their enemies—they’ve been set apart for destruction. I won’t be with you anymore unless you remove what was stolen and cursed from among you. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:17; Deuteronomy 28:25; Judges 2:14

13 Get up and tell the people to purify themselves. Say to them, ‘Get ready for tomorrow, because this is what the Lord God of Israel says: There’s a cursed thing in your midst, Israel. You won’t be able to stand against your enemies until you remove it.’

 Cross References: Exodus 19:10; Joshua 3:5; Joshua 7:11

14 In the morning, each tribe will come forward, one at a time. The Lord will single out one tribe, then a clan, then a family, and finally the individual who is guilty. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 10:20; Proverbs 16:33; Jonah 1:7

15 The one who is found guilty must be destroyed by fire, along with everything he owns. He has broken the Lord’s covenant and done a terrible thing in Israel.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 13:16; Joshua 7:25; Numbers 15:35

16 Early the next morning, Joshua brought the tribes forward. The tribe of Judah was selected. 

 Cross References: Joshua 6:12; 1 Samuel 10:20; Joshua 7:14

17 Then he brought the clans of Judah forward, and the clan of the Zerahites was chosen. Then the family of Zabdi was selected, 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:20; 1 Chronicles 2:6; 1 Chronicles 4:21

18 and finally, Achan—son of Carmi, grandson of Zabdi, from the tribe of Judah—was chosen. 

 Cross References: Joshua 7:1; 1 Chronicles 2:7; 1 Chronicles 2:6

19 Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give glory to the Lord, the God of Israel. Confess what you have done. Don’t hide it from me.” 

 Cross References: John 9:24; 1 Samuel 6:5; Psalm 32:5

20 Achan replied, “It’s true. I have sinned against the Lord. This is what I did: Cross References: Psalm 51:4; 2 Samuel 12:13; 1 John 1:9

21 When I saw a beautiful Babylonian robe, 200 silver coins, and a gold bar weighing 50 shekels, I wanted them so badly that I took them. They are hidden in the ground under my tent, with the silver buried beneath the rest.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:17; James 1:14; Deuteronomy 7:25

22 So Joshua sent messengers to Achan’s tent, and they found everything hidden just as he said. They brought it all back and laid it out before the Lord. 

 Cross References: Joshua 7:21; Joshua 7:19; Deuteronomy 13:14

23 Then Joshua, along with all Israel, took Achan, the silver, the robe, the gold bar, his sons and daughters, his cattle, donkeys, sheep, his tent, and all he owned to the Valley of Achor. 

 Cross References: Joshua 7:22; Deuteronomy 13:14; Joshua 7:24

24 Joshua said, “Why have you brought trouble on us? The Lord will bring trouble on you today.” 

Then all the Israelites stoned Achan and his family and burned their bodies. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 24:16; 1 Chronicles 2:7; Isaiah 65:10

25 They piled a large heap of stones over him, and it’s still there to this day. Then the Lord’s fierce anger was turned away. That’s why the place is called the Valley of Achor (which means “trouble”) even to this day. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:7; Leviticus 24:14; Deuteronomy 17:5

Key Lesson from Joshua 7:

God takes sin seriously, especially when it comes from disobedience and hidden rebellion. Achan’s private sin brought defeat to the whole nation. This chapter teaches that unconfessed sin affects more than just the individual—it can delay God's blessings for the entire community. Repentance and obedience restore God’s presence and favor. 

Joshua Chapter 7 Crawford Standard Bible

Israel Sins and Faces Defeat

1 But the Israelites were unfaithful by taking things that were supposed to be destroyed. A man named Achan—son of Carmi, grandson of Zabdi, great-grandson of Zerah from the tribe of Judah—took some of those forbidden things. So the Lord became very angry with the entire nation. 

 Cross References: Joshua 6:18; Joshua 22:20; Deuteronomy 7:26

2 Joshua sent some men from Jericho to scout the city of Ai, which was east of Bethel and near Beth-aven. He told them, “Go check out the land.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:17; Joshua 2:1; Genesis 12:8

3 When they returned, they said, “There’s no need for the whole army to go up there. Just send two or three thousand men to take Ai. It’s a small town and won’t take much effort.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 7:4; Deuteronomy 1:41; Deuteronomy 1:42

4 So about three thousand Israelite soldiers went up to attack Ai, but they were quickly defeated and forced to run away. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:17; Deuteronomy 28:25; Joshua 7:5

5 The men of Ai killed about thirty-six of them and chased them from the city gate all the way to a place called Shebarim. The Israelites were terrified and their courage melted away. 

 Cross References: Joshua 2:11; Deuteronomy 20:8; Deuteronomy 28:25

Joshua Cries Out to God

6 Joshua tore his clothes in grief, fell facedown to the ground in front of the Ark of the Lord, and stayed there until evening. The elders of Israel were with him, and they threw dust on their heads as a sign of mourning. 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:5; Job 2:12; Genesis 37:34

7 Joshua cried out, “O Lord God, why did You bring us across the Jordan River just to hand us over to the Amorites? We should’ve been happy to stay on the other side! 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:11; Numbers 14:3; Numbers 20:4

8 What can I say now that Israel has run from its enemies? 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:17; Deuteronomy 28:25; Joshua 7:12

9 If the Canaanites and everyone else hears about this, they’ll surround us and wipe us out. Then what will happen to Your great name?” 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:12; Numbers 14:16; Ezekiel 36:22

The Lord Responds

10 But the Lord said to Joshua, “Get up! Why are you lying on your face? 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:5; Exodus 14:15; Judges 20:23

11 Israel has sinned. They broke the covenant I gave them. They’ve taken what was set apart to be destroyed. They stole, lied, and hid those things among their own belongings. 

 Cross References: Joshua 6:18; Deuteronomy 7:26; Joshua 7:21

12 That’s why they can’t stand against their enemies. They’ve brought a curse on themselves. I will no longer be with you unless you remove the things that were supposed to be destroyed. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:17; Deuteronomy 28:25; Judges 2:14

13 So get up and tell the people to purify themselves. Tell them, ‘Get ready for tomorrow. The Lord says there are cursed things among you. You won’t be able to defeat your enemies until you remove them.’” 

 Cross References: Exodus 19:10; Joshua 3:5; Joshua 7:11

Finding the Guilty Man

14 “In the morning, bring each tribe before Me. I’ll choose one. Then bring each clan from that tribe. 

I’ll choose one. Then bring each family from that clan. I’ll choose one. Finally, bring each man from that family, and I’ll point out the one who sinned. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 10:20; Proverbs 16:33; Jonah 1:7

15 Whoever is found guilty must be burned, along with everything he owns, because he has broken My covenant and brought trouble on Israel.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 13:16; Joshua 7:25; Numbers 15:35

16 Early the next morning, Joshua brought the tribes forward, and God chose the tribe of Judah. 

 Cross References: Joshua 6:12; 1 Samuel 10:20; Joshua 7:14

17 Then the clans of Judah came forward, and the Zerahites were chosen. From the Zerahites, the family of Zabdi was chosen. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:20; 1 Chronicles 2:6; 1 Chronicles 4:21

18 Finally, Achan—son of Carmi, grandson of Zabdi, great-grandson of Zerah—was singled out. 

 Cross References: Joshua 7:1; 1 Chronicles 2:7; 1 Chronicles 2:6

Achan Confesses His Sin

19 Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give glory to the Lord, the God of Israel. Tell me what you’ve done. Don’t hide anything.” 

 Cross References: John 9:24; 1 Samuel 6:5; Psalm 32:5

20 Achan replied, “It’s true. I have sinned against the Lord, the God of Israel. This is what I did: Cross References: Psalm 51:4; 2 Samuel 12:13; 1 John 1:9

21 I saw a beautiful robe from Babylon, 200 silver coins, and a gold bar weighing about 50 shekels. I wanted them, so I took them. They’re hidden in the ground inside my tent, with the silver buried underneath.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:17; James 1:14; Deuteronomy 7:25

22 So Joshua sent some men to check. They ran to the tent and found everything hidden exactly as Achan said. The silver was underneath. 

 Cross References: Joshua 7:21; Joshua 7:19; Deuteronomy 13:14

23 They took the stolen items from the tent and brought them to Joshua and all the Israelites. They laid them out before the Lord. 

 Cross References: Joshua 7:22; Deuteronomy 13:14; Joshua 7:24

Judgment on Achan

24 Then Joshua and all the Israelites took Achan, the silver, the robe, the gold, his sons and daughters, his oxen, donkeys, sheep, his tent, and everything he owned to the Valley of Achor. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 24:16; 1 Chronicles 2:7; Isaiah 65:10

25 Joshua said, “Why have you brought trouble on us? Today the Lord will bring trouble on you.” 

Then all Israel stoned him to death. After that, they burned his body and everything he had. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:7; Leviticus 24:14; Deuteronomy 17:5

26 They piled a large heap of stones over him, which remains to this day. After that, the Lord’s anger turned away. That’s why the place is still called the Valley of Achor—meaning “Valley of Trouble.” 

 Cross References: Hosea 2:15; Isaiah 65:10; Joshua 8:29

Key Lessons from Joshua Chapter 7

•  Sin in the camp affects everyone.  Achan’s private disobedience caused national defeat. 

•  God knows what’s hidden.  Nothing is secret from the Lord, no matter how well we cover it. 

•  Disobedience breaks fellowship with God.  Israel lost God’s protection until they dealt with the sin. 

•  Confession is essential but doesn’t erase consequences.  Achan admitted his guilt, but justice still came. 

•  Leadership requires hard choices.  Joshua had to confront sin to restore God’s blessing on the people. 

Joshua Chapter 8 Crawford Standard Bible

God Encourages Joshua to Attack Ai Again

1 Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Don’t be afraid or discouraged. Take your whole army and go up to attack Ai. I’ve handed the king of Ai, his people, his city, and his land over to you. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 31:6; Joshua 1:9; Joshua 6:2

2 You’ll do to Ai and its king just like you did to Jericho and its king. But this time, you may keep the plunder and livestock for yourselves. Set an ambush behind the city.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 6:21; Deuteronomy 20:14; Joshua 8:27

Joshua Plans a Brilliant Ambush

3 So Joshua prepared to attack Ai. He chose 30,000 strong warriors and sent them out at night. 

 Cross References: Judges 20:29; Genesis 14:14; Joshua 6:3

4 He told them, “Hide in ambush behind the city, but don’t go too far away. Stay alert and be ready. 

 Cross References: Judges 20:33; Judges 9:34; Joshua 8:12

5 I and the rest of the army will approach the city. When they come out to attack us like last time, we’ll run away. 

 Cross References: Judges 20:32; Joshua 7:5; Judges 20:36

6 They’ll think we’re fleeing again, and they’ll chase us away from the city. 

 Cross References: Judges 20:39; Judges 20:31; Joshua 8:16

7 Then you’ll rise from hiding, enter the city, and take it. The Lord your God is giving it to you. 

 Cross References: Joshua 8:19; Deuteronomy 20:4; Exodus 14:14

8 Once you capture the city, set it on fire, just as the Lord has commanded. You have your orders.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 6:24; Judges 20:38; Joshua 8:19

9 That night, Joshua sent them out. They set up their ambush between Bethel and Ai, on Ai’s west side. Joshua spent that night with the main army. 

 Cross References: Genesis 12:8; Judges 20:29; Joshua 8:12

The Battle Strategy Unfolds

10 Early the next morning, Joshua gathered his troops and led them toward Ai with the elders of Israel. 

 Cross References: Genesis 22:3; Joshua 3:1; Joshua 6:12

11 The full army went up and camped north of Ai, with a valley between them and the city. 

 Cross References: Joshua 8:13; Judges 20:29; Joshua 8:4

12 Then Joshua took 5,000 more men and set another ambush on Ai’s west side. 

 Cross References: Joshua 8:9; Judges 20:29; Joshua 8:3

13 With the main camp to the north and the ambush to the west, Joshua went into the valley that night. 

 Cross References: Judges 7:9; Joshua 8:11; Judges 20:29

14 When the king of Ai saw Israel’s army, he and his people rushed out to battle in the morning, unaware of the ambush behind them. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 16:18; Proverbs 29:1; Psalm 9:15

15 Joshua and his army pretended to be beaten and ran toward the wilderness. 

 Cross References: Judges 20:32; Judges 20:36; Joshua 8:5

16 Everyone in Ai chased after them and left the city wide open. 

 Cross References: Judges 20:31; Judges 20:37; Joshua 8:6

17 Not a single man stayed behind in Ai or Bethel—they all chased after Israel. 

 Cross References: Judges 20:37; Joshua 8:16; Joshua 8:19

Israel Turns the Tables

18 Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Point your spear at Ai, for I am giving it to you.” Joshua lifted his spear toward the city. 

 Cross References: Exodus 17:11; Exodus 14:16; Joshua 8:26

19 At that moment, the ambush forces jumped out of hiding, ran into the city, captured it, and set it on fire. 

 Cross References: Judges 9:43; Joshua 8:7; Joshua 8:8

20 The men of Ai turned and saw smoke rising from the city. They realized they were trapped and couldn’t escape. 

 Cross References: Judges 20:40; Genesis 19:28; Joshua 8:21

21 Joshua and his men saw the city burning and turned back to attack their enemies. 

 Cross References: Judges 20:41; Joshua 8:19; Joshua 8:22

22 The ambush forces came out from the city, surrounding the men of Ai. Israel attacked from both sides and didn’t let anyone escape. 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:28; Deuteronomy 7:2; Joshua 6:21

23 They captured the king of Ai alive and brought him to Joshua. 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:22; Joshua 8:29; Joshua 10:23

Ai is Destroyed

24 After killing all the enemy soldiers in the field and wilderness, the Israelites returned to Ai and killed everyone still inside. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 20:16; Deuteronomy 7:2; Joshua 8:22

25 That day, 12,000 men and women from Ai were killed. 

 Cross References: Joshua 7:5; Deuteronomy 7:2; Joshua 6:21

26 Joshua kept his spear pointed until the destruction was complete. 

 Cross References: Exodus 17:11; Exodus 17:12; Joshua 8:18

27 Israel kept the livestock and plunder for themselves, just as the Lord had commanded Joshua. 

 Cross References: Joshua 8:2; Deuteronomy 20:14; Numbers 31:11

28 Joshua burned Ai to the ground, leaving it a permanent ruin, still desolate to this day. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 13:16; Jeremiah 49:2; Joshua 11:13

29 He hanged the king of Ai on a tree until sunset. Then they took the body down, threw it at the city gate, and piled a big heap of stones over it, which is still there today. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 21:22; Joshua 10:26; Galatians 3:13

Renewing the Covenant at Mount Ebal

30 Then Joshua built an altar to the Lord God of Israel on Mount Ebal. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 27:4; Deuteronomy 27:5; Exodus 20:24

31 He followed Moses’ instructions from the Book of the Law: an altar made of uncut stones, untouched by iron tools. They offered burnt offerings and peace offerings on it. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 27:5; Exodus 20:25; Deuteronomy 27:6

32 Joshua wrote a copy of the Law of Moses on the stones in front of the Israelites. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 27:2; Deuteronomy 27:8; Deuteronomy 31:9

33 All of Israel—the leaders, officers, judges, along with the foreigners and native-born—stood on both sides of the ark. Half stood near Mount Gerizim and the other half near Mount Ebal, just as

Moses had commanded to bless the people. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 27:11; Deuteronomy 27:12; Deuteronomy 11:29

34 Then Joshua read aloud every word of the Law—the blessings and the curses—exactly as written in the Book of the Law. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:1; Deuteronomy 27:14; Deuteronomy 31:11

35 He didn’t leave out a single command. He read everything to the entire assembly, including the women, children, and foreigners living among them. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 31:12; Nehemiah 8:2; Deuteronomy 29:10

Key Lessons from Joshua Chapter 8

•  God gives second chances.  Even after failure, God still empowered Israel to defeat Ai. 

•  Obedience brings victory.  Following God’s instructions led to total triumph and blessing. 

•  Strategic thinking and unity matter.  Joshua’s wise planning and the people’s teamwork led to success. 

•  Sin has consequences, but restoration is possible.  After dealing with Achan’s sin in chapter 7, God’s favor returned. 

•  Renewing your covenant with God is essential.  After the victory, Israel refocused on God's Word and promises. 

Joshua Chapter 9 Crawford Standard Bible

The Kings Unite Against Israel

(Verses 1–2)

1 When all the kings west of the Jordan River—those in the hill country, the lowlands, and along the Mediterranean Sea as far as Lebanon (including the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites)—heard what had happened, 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:1; Psalm 2:1; Psalm 2:2

2 they decided to unite and fight against Joshua and the Israelites together. 

 Cross References: Psalm 83:5; Judges 6:33; Joshua 9:1

The Gibeonites Trick Israel

(Verses 3–13)

3 But when the people of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done to Jericho and Ai, Cross References: Joshua 2:9; Joshua 6:27; Joshua 9:24

4 they resorted to deception. They put on old sacks for their donkeys, worn-out wineskins that were cracked and patched, 

 Cross References: Genesis 27:35; Genesis 3:1; 2 Corinthians 11:3

5 old sandals and tattered clothes, and packed dry, moldy bread. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 29:5; Joshua 9:13; Nehemiah 9:21

6 They went to Joshua at the camp in Gilgal and said to him and the Israelites, “We’ve come from a faraway country. Make a treaty with us.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 5:10; Deuteronomy 20:11; Exodus 23:32

7 But the Israelites said to the Hivites, “How do we know you don’t live nearby? How can we make a treaty with you?” 

 Cross References: Exodus 23:32; Deuteronomy 7:2; Exodus 34:12

8 They replied to Joshua, “We are your servants.” But Joshua asked, “Who are you, and where do you come from?” 

 Cross References: Genesis 24:23; Genesis 24:47; Judges 8:14

9 They answered, “We’ve come from a distant land because of the name of the Lord your God. We heard about all He did in Egypt, 

 Cross References: Exodus 15:14; Joshua 2:10; 1 Kings 10:1

10 and to the two Amorite kings beyond the Jordan—Sihon king of Heshbon and Og king of Bashan in Ashtaroth. 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:24; Numbers 21:33; Deuteronomy 3:1

11 Our leaders and everyone in our country told us, ‘Pack food and go meet them. Tell them, “We are your servants. Please make a treaty with us.”’

 Cross References: Joshua 9:6; Deuteronomy 20:11; Genesis 45:21

12 This bread was fresh from the oven when we left home, but now it's dry and moldy. 

 Cross References: Joshua 9:5; Exodus 16:20; Joshua 9:13

13 These wineskins were brand new, but look—they’re cracked. Our clothes and sandals are worn out from the long journey.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 9:5; Joshua 9:4; Deuteronomy 29:5

Joshua Makes a Treaty Without Asking God

(Verses 14–15)

14 So the Israelites looked at their supplies but didn’t ask the Lord what to do. 

 Cross References: Numbers 27:21; Proverbs 3:5; Judges 1:1

15 Joshua made peace with them and agreed to let them live. The leaders of the community made an oath to keep the treaty. 

 Cross References: Joshua 9:19; 2 Samuel 21:2; Numbers 30:2

The Deception is Exposed

(Verses 16–18)

16 Three days after making the treaty, Israel learned that the Gibeonites actually lived nearby. 

 Cross References: Joshua 9:3; Joshua 9:22; Genesis 27:35

17 The Israelites set out and reached their cities—Gibeon, Chephirah, Beeroth, and Kiriath-jearim—on the third day. 

 Cross References: Joshua 18:25; Joshua 18:26; 2 Samuel 4:2

18 But the Israelites didn’t attack them, because their leaders had sworn an oath by the Lord, the God of Israel. The people grumbled against the leaders. 

 Cross References: Numbers 30:2; Ecclesiastes 5:4; Psalm 15:4

The Gibeonites Are Made Servants

(Verses 19–21)

19 But the leaders told the people, “We’ve sworn an oath in the name of the Lord, so we can’t touch them. 

 Cross References: Psalm 15:4; Ezekiel 17:16; Ecclesiastes 5:5

20 This is what we’ll do: let them live. If we break our oath, God’s wrath will fall on us.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 21:1; Ecclesiastes 5:4; Numbers 30:2

21 So they let the Gibeonites live, but made them woodcutters and water carriers for the community, just as the leaders had said. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 29:11; Joshua 9:27; Joshua 9:23

Joshua Confronts the Gibeonites

(Verses 22–27)

22 Then Joshua summoned the Gibeonites and said, “Why did you lie to us and say you lived far away when you actually live among us? 

 Cross References: Genesis 27:35; Genesis 3:13; Joshua 9:16

23 Because of this, you are now cursed. From now on, none of you will be free—you’ll always serve as woodcutters and water carriers for the house of my God.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 9:25; Deuteronomy 29:11; Joshua 9:27

24 They replied, “We did it because we knew that the Lord your God had commanded His servant Moses to give you the whole land and to destroy all the people living in it. We were afraid for our lives, so we acted this way. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 7:1; Exodus 23:27; Joshua 2:9

25 Now we’re in your hands. Do whatever you think is right.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 16:6; Judges 10:15; 2 Samuel 15:26

26 So Joshua let them live, and protected them from being killed by the Israelites. 

 Cross References: Joshua 9:15; Numbers 30:2; 2 Samuel 21:2

27 From that day on, he made them woodcutters and water carriers for the entire community and for the altar of the Lord—wherever the Lord would choose to place it. And they continue in that role to this day. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:5; Deuteronomy 29:11; 1 Chronicles 9:2

Key Lessons from Joshua Chapter 9

•  Deception is powerful, but so is mercy.  The Gibeonites tricked Israel, but instead of destruction, they received life through servanthood. 

•  Always seek God's counsel.  Israel made a treaty without asking the Lord, and it led to a binding commitment they couldn't reverse. 

•  Integrity matters.  Even after discovering the deception, Joshua and the leaders honored their promise because it was made before God. 

•  God can redeem bad decisions.  Although the treaty was made in error, God used it to bring peace and service from those who once feared judgment. 

Joshua Chapter 10 Crawford Standard Bible

The Kings Join Forces Against Israel (Verses 1–5)

1 When King Adoni-zedek of Jerusalem heard how Joshua had conquered Ai and completely destroyed it—just as he had done to Jericho and its king—and how the people of Gibeon had made peace with Israel and were now living among them, 

 Cross References: Joshua 9:1; Genesis 14:18; Joshua 9:15

2 he and his people were terrified. Gibeon was a large city, like one of the royal cities, and its men were strong warriors. 

 Cross References: Joshua 9:17; Joshua 10:1; Numbers 13:28

3 So Adoni-zedek sent messages to King Hoham of Hebron, King Piram of Jarmuth, King Japhia of Lachish, and King Debir of Eglon. 

 Cross References: Joshua 12:10; Joshua 12:11; Joshua 12:12

4 He said, “Come help me attack Gibeon, because they’ve made peace with Joshua and the Israelites.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 2:2; Judges 1:5; Joshua 9:15

5 So the five Amorite kings joined forces—the kings of Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, and Eglon. They combined their armies and camped near Gibeon to wage war. 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:1; Psalm 83:5; Joshua 9:2

Israel Answers Gibeon’s Call for Help (Verses 6–11)

6 The men of Gibeon sent a message to Joshua at his camp in Gilgal: “Don’t abandon your servants. 

Come quickly and save us! Help us! All the Amorite kings from the hill country are attacking us.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 9:15; Psalm 46:1; Joshua 10:4

7 So Joshua and his entire army—including his best warriors—marched up from Gilgal. 

 Cross References: Joshua 9:6; Joshua 8:1; Deuteronomy 20:1

8 The Lord told Joshua, “Don’t be afraid of them. I’ve handed them over to you—not a single one of them will be able to stand against you.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 3:2; Joshua 8:1; Joshua 1:9

9 Joshua and his troops traveled all night from Gilgal and surprised the enemy at dawn. 

 Cross References: Judges 7:19; Genesis 14:15; Joshua 11:7

10 The Lord threw the enemy into confusion in front of Israel. They defeated them with a huge slaughter at Gibeon, chased them along the road to Beth-horon, and struck them down all the way to Azekah and Makkedah. 

 Cross References: Exodus 23:27; Judges 4:15; 1 Samuel 7:10

11 As the enemy fled down the road from Beth-horon to Azekah, the Lord sent a storm of large hailstones from the sky. More people died from the hail than from the swords of the Israelites. 

 Cross References: Exodus 9:23; Job 38:22; Revelation 16:21

The Sun Stands Still (Verses 12–15)

12 On the day the Lord gave the Amorites over to Israel, Joshua prayed to the Lord in front of all the people of Israel. He said, “Sun, stand still over Gibeon; moon, stay in place over the valley of Aijalon!” 

 Cross References: Habakkuk 3:11; Isaiah 38:8; 2 Kings 20:11

13 So the sun stood still and the moon stopped until Israel had defeated its enemies. This is recorded in the Book of Jasher. The sun stopped in the middle of the sky and delayed going down for almost a full day. 

 Cross References: Habakkuk 3:11; 2 Samuel 1:18; Isaiah 38:8

14 There has never been a day like it before or since, when the Lord answered such a prayer. Surely the Lord fought for Israel! 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:14; Deuteronomy 1:30; James 5:17

15 Then Joshua and the entire army returned to the camp at Gilgal. 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:43; Joshua 5:10; Joshua 9:6

Five Kings Captured and Executed (Verses 16–27) 16 Meanwhile, the five kings fled and hid in a cave at Makkedah. 

 Cross References: Judges 6:2; 1 Samuel 13:6; Joshua 10:17

17 Someone told Joshua, “We’ve found the five kings hiding in the cave at Makkedah.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:16; Joshua 10:18; Joshua 10:22

18 Joshua said, “Roll large stones over the cave’s entrance and post guards outside. 

 Cross References: Daniel 6:17; Joshua 10:22; Matthew 27:66

19 But don’t stop chasing your enemies! Attack them from behind and don’t let them escape into their cities. The Lord your God has given them into your hands!” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 25:18; Joshua 8:20; Exodus 14:14

20 So Joshua and the Israelites destroyed many of them. Only a few escaped into fortified cities. 

 Cross References: Joshua 8:22; Deuteronomy 7:2; Joshua 10:10

21 The rest of the army returned safely to Joshua at Makkedah. No one dared speak against Israel. 

 Cross References: Exodus 11:7; Joshua 1:5; Exodus 14:14

22 Joshua said, “Open the cave and bring those five kings to me.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:18; Joshua 10:23; Joshua 10:27

23 They brought the kings of Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, and Eglon to Joshua. 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:3; Joshua 12:10; Joshua 12:12

24 He summoned all the Israelite commanders and said, “Come put your feet on the necks of these kings.” So they came and did it. 

 Cross References: Psalm 110:1; 1 Kings 5:3; Malachi 4:3

25 Joshua told them, “Don’t be afraid or discouraged. Be strong and brave! This is what the Lord will do to all your enemies.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 1:9; Deuteronomy 31:6; Joshua 10:8

26 Then Joshua killed the kings and hung their bodies on five trees until evening. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 21:22; Joshua 8:29; Joshua 10:27

27 At sunset, he ordered the bodies taken down and thrown back into the cave. They sealed it with large stones, still there to this day. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 21:23; Joshua 8:29; Joshua 7:26

Southern Cities Conquered (Verses 28–43)

28 That same day Joshua captured and destroyed Makkedah. He killed the king and everyone in the city—no survivors. 

 Cross References: Joshua 6:21; Deuteronomy 20:16; Joshua 8:2

29 Then he and the army moved on to Libnah and attacked it. 

 Cross References: Joshua 12:15; 2 Kings 8:22; Joshua 10:31

30 The Lord gave them the city and its king. No one survived. 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:28; Deuteronomy 7:2; Joshua 6:21

31 From Libnah, they marched to Lachish, set up camp, and attacked. 

 Cross References: Joshua 12:11; 2 Kings 18:14; Micah 1:13

32 The Lord handed Lachish over on the second day. They killed everyone in it. 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:30; Joshua 10:35; Deuteronomy 20:16

33 King Horam of Gezer came to help Lachish, but Joshua defeated him and his army too. 

 Cross References: Joshua 12:12; Joshua 16:10; Judges 1:29

34 From Lachish, Joshua and the Israelites went to Eglon. They attacked and captured it the same day. 

 Cross References: Joshua 12:12; Joshua 10:31; Joshua 15:39

35 They killed everyone in Eglon, just as they had done to Lachish. 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:32; Deuteronomy 20:16; Joshua 10:37

36 From Eglon, they marched to Hebron and attacked it. 

 Cross References: Joshua 14:13; Joshua 15:13; Numbers 13:22

37 They captured the city, its king, and all its surrounding villages. No one was left alive. 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:35; Deuteronomy 20:16; Joshua 14:14

38 Then they went to Debir and attacked it. 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:15; Judges 1:11; Joshua 10:39

39 They captured Debir, its king, and surrounding towns. They destroyed everything and left no survivors—just like they did in Hebron and Libnah. 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:37; Joshua 15:17; Judges 1:12

40 Joshua conquered the entire region—the hill country, the southern desert, the western foothills, and the mountain slopes. He destroyed everyone in those areas, just as the Lord had commanded. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 7:2; Deuteronomy 20:16; Joshua 11:23

41 He struck down everyone from Kadesh-barnea to Gaza and from the land of Goshen to Gibeon. 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:26; Joshua 11:16; Genesis 10:19

42 All these victories happened at once because the Lord God of Israel fought for His people. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:14; Deuteronomy 1:30; Deuteronomy 3:22

43 Then Joshua and the whole army returned to the camp at Gilgal. 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:15; Joshua 5:10; Joshua 9:6

Key Lessons from Joshua 10

1.  God Fights for His People – When we obey and trust Him, He moves powerfully on our behalf

—even through miracles like making the sun stand still. 2.  Victory Comes Through Obedience –

Israel’s success depended on listening to God’s instruction and following Joshua’s leadership. 3. 

Deception Brings Consequences – Gibeon’s earlier deception led to conflict, but also placed them under Israel’s protection. The choices we make affect others. 4.  God Answers Bold Prayers –

Joshua’s request for the sun to stand still was extraordinary— and God responded. Don’t be afraid to pray big prayers. 5.  God Honors Courageous Leadership – Joshua led with strength and confidence because he knew the Lord was with him. Leaders who trust God lead others to victory. 

Joshua Chapter 11 Crawford Standard Bible

Northern Kings Unite Against Israel (Verses 1–5)

1 When Jabin, king of Hazor, heard what had happened, he sent messages to King Jobab of Madon, the king of Shimron, and the king of Achshaph. 

 Cross References: Judges 4:2; Joshua 10:1; Joshua 11:10

2 He also sent word to the kings in the northern hill country, those in the Jordan Valley south of Lake Chinneroth, in the western hills, and along the coast near Dor. 

 Cross References: Joshua 12:19; Joshua 12:20; Joshua 19:35

3 He summoned the Canaanites in the east and west, the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, and Jebusites in the hill country, and the Hivites living at the foot of Mount Hermon in the land of Mizpeh. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 7:1; Genesis 15:19; Genesis 15:21

4 All these kings came with their armies—a huge number of warriors, as many as the sand on the seashore. They had lots of horses and chariots. 

 Cross References: Genesis 22:17; Judges 7:12; 1 Samuel 13:5

5 These kings joined forces and camped together at the waters of Merom to fight against Israel. 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:5; Judges 5:19; Joshua 11:7

God’s Assurance and Israel’s Victory (Verses 6–9)

6 But the Lord said to Joshua, “Don’t be afraid of them. By this time tomorrow, I will hand all of them over to Israel, dead. You must cripple their horses and burn their chariots.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 1:9; Deuteronomy 17:16; 2 Samuel 8:4

7 So Joshua and his warriors surprised the enemy at the waters of Merom and attacked them. 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:9; Genesis 14:15; Judges 7:19

8 The Lord gave them into Israel’s hands. They chased them as far as Great Sidon, Misrephoth-maim, and the valley of Mizpeh to the east. They struck them down and left no survivors. 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:10; Genesis 10:19; Judges 4:16

9 Joshua did exactly what the Lord had told him—he crippled their horses and burned their chariots. 

 Cross References: Joshua 11:6; Deuteronomy 17:16; 2 Samuel 8:4

The Fall of Hazor and the Northern Cities (Verses 10–15)

10 Then Joshua turned back and captured Hazor. He killed its king with the sword. Hazor had once been the leader of all those kingdoms. 

 Cross References: Judges 4:2; Joshua 11:1; Judges 4:17

11 Every person in the city was killed. No one was left alive, and Joshua burned the city to the ground. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 20:16; Joshua 6:24; Joshua 11:13

12 Joshua captured all the cities of those kings and completely destroyed them, just as Moses, the servant of the Lord, had commanded. 

 Cross References: Numbers 33:52; Deuteronomy 7:2; Joshua 11:15

13 But Israel did not burn any of the cities built on mounds, except for Hazor, which Joshua burned. 

 Cross References: Joshua 11:11; Deuteronomy 13:16; Jeremiah 49:2

14 The Israelites took all the goods and livestock from these cities for themselves, but they killed all the people, leaving no one alive. 

 Cross References: Joshua 8:27; Deuteronomy 20:14; Numbers 31:11

15 Joshua obeyed every command the Lord had given Moses. Moses passed them on to Joshua, and Joshua did everything just as he was told. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 1:3; Deuteronomy 34:9; Joshua 1:7

Joshua Conquers the Entire Region (Verses 16–20)

16 So Joshua conquered the entire land—the hill country, the Negev, the land of Goshen, the western foothills, the Jordan Valley, the mountains of Israel, and its valleys. 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:40; Joshua 10:41; Joshua 12:8

17 This territory stretched from Mount Halak, which goes up to Seir, all the way to Baal-gad in the Lebanon Valley, at the foot of Mount Hermon. Joshua captured all their kings and killed them. 

 Cross References: Joshua 12:7; Deuteronomy 2:5; Genesis 32:3

18 He fought against these kings for a long time. 

 Cross References: Joshua 14:10; Deuteronomy 7:1; Joshua 11:23

19 No city made peace with Israel except for the Hivites from Gibeon. All the others were taken in battle. 

 Cross References: Joshua 9:15; Joshua 9:3; Exodus 23:32

20 The Lord hardened their hearts so they would come out and fight Israel. That way they would be completely destroyed, without mercy, just as the Lord had commanded Moses. 

 Cross References: Exodus 4:21; Exodus 9:12; Romans 9:18

Defeating the Anakim and Final Conquest (Verses 21–23)

21 At that time, Joshua wiped out the Anakim—the giants—from the hill country: from Hebron, Debir, Anab, and from all the mountains of Judah and Israel. He destroyed their cities, too. 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:33; Deuteronomy 9:2; Joshua 14:12

22 No Anakim remained in the land of Israel—only a few were left in Gaza, Gath, and Ashdod. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 17:4; Judges 1:20; Deuteronomy 2:10

23 So Joshua took the entire land, just as the Lord had promised to Moses. He gave it as an inheritance to the tribes of Israel, dividing the land among them. And the land finally had rest from war. 

 Cross References: Numbers 34:13; Joshua 21:44; Joshua 14:15

Key Lessons from Joshua 11

1.  God Fulfills His Promises Through Obedience – Joshua followed God’s commands exactly, just as Moses had instructed, and God gave Israel the victory. 2.  Fear Not the Opposition – Even when facing overwhelming numbers, God told Joshua not to fear. The same is true for us—God's power is always greater than the enemy’s size. 3.  God’s Judgment Is Just – The destruction of the Canaanite kings and cities was part of God’s plan of judgment for their wickedness and idolatry (see Genesis 15:16). 4.  Spiritual Warfare Requires Persistence – Joshua fought for a long time. Likewise, spiritual battles often require endurance and continued faithfulness. 5.  The Lord Gives Rest – After years of war, God gave Israel rest. There is a time for battle, but there’s also a time when God brings peace and fulfillment of His promises. 

Joshua Chapter 12 Crawford Standard Bible

Kings Defeated by Moses (Verses 1–6)

1 These are the kings of the land that the Israelites defeated and whose territory they took over, east of the Jordan River, from the Arnon River to Mount Hermon, including all the eastern plain. 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:24; Deuteronomy 3:8; Deuteronomy 3:16

2 They defeated King Sihon of the Amorites, who lived in Heshbon. He ruled from Aroer on the edge of the Arnon River, from the middle of the river, half of Gilead, all the way to the Jabbok River, which was the border of the Ammonites. 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:21; Numbers 21:24; Deuteronomy 2:32

3 His kingdom included the Jordan Valley to the east, as far north as the Sea of Galilee (the Sea of Chinneroth), and south to the Dead Sea (the Salt Sea), by way of Beth-jeshimoth, and southward to the slopes of Pisgah. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 3:17; Numbers 34:11; Deuteronomy 4:49

4 They also defeated King Og of Bashan, one of the last of the Rephaim giants. He lived in Ashtaroth and Edrei. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 3:11; Numbers 21:33; Deuteronomy 3:1

5 He ruled a large territory: Mount Hermon, Salcah, all of Bashan, up to the borders of the Geshurites and Maacathites, and half of Gilead, bordering Sihon’s territory. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 3:13; Deuteronomy 3:14; Joshua 13:11

6 Moses, the servant of the Lord, and the Israelites defeated these kings, and Moses gave their land to the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh. 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:33; Deuteronomy 3:12; Deuteronomy 29:8

Kings Defeated by Joshua (Verses 7–8)

7 These are the kings of the land defeated by Joshua and the Israelites west of the Jordan River. Their land stretched from Baal-gad in the Valley of Lebanon to Mount Halak, which climbs toward Seir. 

Joshua gave this land to the tribes of Israel as their possession. 

 Cross References: Joshua 11:16; Joshua 13:7; Joshua 14:1

8 This included the hill country, the western foothills, the Jordan Valley, the wilderness, and the Negev —the land of the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites. 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:19; Deuteronomy 7:1; Joshua 3:10

The List of 31 Defeated Kings (Verses 9–24)

9 The king of Jericho—1 The king of Ai (near Bethel)—1

 Cross References: Joshua 6:2; Joshua 8:1; Joshua 6:21

10 The king of Jerusalem—1 The king of Hebron—1

 Cross References: Joshua 10:23; 2 Samuel 5:6; Judges 1:8

11 The king of Jarmuth—1 The king of Lachish—1

 Cross References: Joshua 10:23; Joshua 10:31; Joshua 15:35

12 The king of Eglon—1 The king of Gezer—1

 Cross References: Joshua 10:33; Joshua 16:10; Joshua 10:34

13 The king of Debir—1 The king of Geder—1

 Cross References: Joshua 10:38; Joshua 15:15; Joshua 15:49

14 The king of Hormah—1 The king of Arad—1

 Cross References: Numbers 21:1; Numbers 14:45; Numbers 21:3

15 The king of Libnah—1 The king of Adullam—1

 Cross References: Joshua 10:29; 1 Samuel 22:1; Joshua 15:35

16 The king of Makkedah—1 The king of Bethel—1

 Cross References: Joshua 10:28; Genesis 28:19; Joshua 7:2

17 The king of Tappuah—1 The king of Hepher—1

 Cross References: Joshua 17:8; Joshua 16:8; Numbers 26:32

18 The king of Aphek—1 The king of Lasharon—1

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 4:1; 1 Kings 20:26; Joshua 19:30

19 The king of Madon—1 The king of Hazor—1

 Cross References: Joshua 11:1; Joshua 11:10; Judges 4:2

20 The king of Shimron-meron—1 The king of Achshaph—1

 Cross References: Joshua 11:1; Joshua 19:15; Joshua 11:8

21 The king of Taanach—1 The king of Megiddo—1

 Cross References: Judges 5:19; Judges 1:27; 1 Kings 4:12

22 The king of Kedesh—1 The king of Jokneam in Carmel—1

 Cross References: Joshua 20:7; Joshua 21:32; Joshua 19:11

23 The king of Dor (on the coast of Dor)—1 The king of the nations at Gilgal—1

 Cross References: Judges 1:27; Joshua 11:2; 1 Kings 4:11

24 The king of Tirzah—1

 Cross References: 1 Kings 14:17; 1 Kings 16:23; 1 Kings 16:8

In total: thirty-one kings. 

Key Lessons from Joshua 12

1.  God Fulfills Every Promise – The long list of conquered kings proves God's faithfulness in giving Israel the land He promised to their forefathers (Genesis 12:7). 2.  God’s Power Is Greater Than Any Opposition – Whether giants like Og or fortified cities like Jericho, no enemy could stand against God’s plan. 3.  Victory Comes Through Obedience – Both Moses and Joshua followed God's commands carefully, and Israel’s victories were a direct result of their faith and obedience. 4. 

God Keeps Record – The detailed listing of kings shows that God is a God of order. Nothing is forgotten; every victory is remembered. 5.  Unity Among God’s People Matters – These victories were not just for one tribe or leader— they were shared among all Israel, as God's blessings flow

through communal obedience. 

Joshua Chapter 13 Crawford Standard Bible

Much Land Still Remains (Verses 1–7)

1 Joshua had grown old, and the Lord said to him, “You are very old, but there’s still a lot of land that needs to be taken. 

 Cross References: Joshua 23:1; Judges 1:1; Genesis 15:18

2 This is the land that remains: all the regions of the Philistines and Geshurites—

 Cross References: Judges 3:3; 1 Samuel 6:17; Genesis 10:14

3 from the Shihor River near Egypt to the border of Ekron in the north (which belongs to the Canaanites); this includes the five Philistine rulers from Gaza, Ashdod, Ashkelon, Gath, and Ekron, plus the Avites in the south. 

 Cross References: Judges 3:3; 1 Samuel 5:1; Deuteronomy 2:23

4 Also included is all the Canaanite land, from Mearah near the Sidonians to Aphek, right up to the border of the Amorites; 

 Cross References: Judges 1:31; 1 Kings 20:26; Genesis 10:19

5 the area of the Gebalites and all Lebanon, from Baal-gad below Mount Hermon to Lebo-hamath. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 5:18; Joshua 11:17; Numbers 34:8

6 I myself will force out the people living in the hill country from Lebanon to Misrephoth-maim, including all the Sidonians. Just divide this land as an inheritance for the Israelites, like I told you. 

 Cross References: Judges 3:3; Judges 18:7; Joshua 23:5

7 Now go ahead and assign this land to the nine tribes and the half-tribe of Manasseh.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 34:13; Numbers 26:53; Joshua 14:1

The Eastern Tribes' Inheritance (Verses 8–13)

8 The tribes of Reuben and Gad and the other half-tribe of Manasseh already received the land Moses gave them east of the Jordan. 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:33; Deuteronomy 3:12; Joshua 12:6

9 Their territory stretched from Aroer (on the Arnon River) and the town in the valley, through the whole Medeba plain to Dibon. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 2:36; Numbers 21:30; Joshua 12:2

10 It included all the cities ruled by Sihon king of the Amorites in Heshbon, extending to the Ammonite border. 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:24; Deuteronomy 2:33; Joshua 12:2

11 It also covered Gilead, the lands of the Geshurites and Maacathites, Mount Hermon, and all of Bashan to Salcah. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 3:8; Numbers 32:33; Joshua 12:5

12 This was the kingdom of Og in Bashan—he ruled in Ashtaroth and Edrei and was the last of the Rephaim (giants). Moses had defeated them and driven them out. 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:33; Deuteronomy 3:3; Deuteronomy 1:4

13 But the Israelites didn’t drive out the Geshurites or the Maacathites. So they still live among the Israelites to this day. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 3:14; 2 Samuel 3:3; Joshua 12:5

The Levites Receive No Land (Verse 14)

14 Moses didn’t give any land to the tribe of Levi. Their inheritance was the offerings made to the Lord by fire, just as God promised them. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 18:1; Numbers 18:20; Joshua 13:33

Land Given to Reuben (Verses 15–23)

15 Moses gave land to the tribe of Reuben, divided by their clans. 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:37; Deuteronomy 3:12; Numbers 26:7

16 Their territory included Aroer on the Arnon River, the town in the middle of the valley, the plain near Medeba, 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:24; Deuteronomy 2:36; Joshua 13:9

17 Heshbon and all its towns on the plain—Dibon, Bamoth-baal, Beth-baal-meon, Cross References: Numbers 32:3; Numbers 32:37; Isaiah 15:2

18 Jahaz, Kedemoth, Mephaath, 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:23; Judges 11:20; Joshua 21:37

19 Kiriathaim, Sibmah, Zereth-shahar in the valley, 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:37; Jeremiah 48:1; Isaiah 16:8

20 Beth-peor, the slopes of Pisgah, and Beth-jeshimoth. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 3:29; Deuteronomy 34:1; Numbers 33:49

21 It included all the towns on the plain and the entire kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites, whom Moses had defeated, along with Midianite leaders Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Reba, who served under Sihon. 

 Cross References: Numbers 31:8; Numbers 21:23; Deuteronomy 2:33

22 Israel also killed Balaam son of Beor, the sorcerer, during the battle. 

 Cross References: Numbers 31:8; Numbers 31:16; 2 Peter 2:15

23 The Jordan River formed the western boundary. This land, including cities and villages, was the inheritance of the tribe of Reuben. 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:37; Deuteronomy 3:16; Joshua 13:15

Land Given to Gad (Verses 24–28)

24 Moses also gave land to the tribe of Gad, divided by their clans. 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:34; Deuteronomy 3:12; Numbers 26:15

25 Their territory included Jazer, all of Gilead, and half the land of the Ammonites to Aroer, near Rabbah; 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:1; Numbers 32:35; Deuteronomy 3:16

26 and from Heshbon to Ramath-mizpeh and Betonim, and from Mahanaim to the border of Debir. 

 Cross References: Genesis 32:2; Genesis 31:49; Judges 11:29

27 In the Jordan Valley, it included Beth-haram, Beth-nimrah, Succoth, and Zaphon—the rest of the kingdom of Sihon of Heshbon. Their border was the Jordan River up to the Sea of Galilee on the eastern side. 

 Cross References: Genesis 33:17; Numbers 32:36; Numbers 34:11

28 This land, including cities and villages, was the inheritance of the tribe of Gad. 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:36; Deuteronomy 3:16; Genesis 49:19

Land Given to the Half-Tribe of Manasseh (Verses 29–31)

29 Moses gave land to the half-tribe of Manasseh, divided by their clans. 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:33; Deuteronomy 3:13; Numbers 32:40

30 Their territory included Mahanaim, all of Bashan (King Og’s entire kingdom), and all 60 towns of Jair in Bashan. 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:41; Deuteronomy 3:14; Judges 10:4

31 It also included half of Gilead, Ashtaroth, and Edrei—cities in King Og’s kingdom—given to the descendants of Machir son of Manasseh. 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:39; Numbers 26:29; Deuteronomy 3:15

Summary Statement (Verses 32–33)

32 These are the territories Moses assigned east of the Jordan River, across from Jericho. 

 Cross References: Numbers 34:15; Deuteronomy 34:1; Numbers 22:1

33 But Moses gave no land to the tribe of Levi. Their inheritance is the Lord Himself, just as He promised. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 10:9; Numbers 18:20; Joshua 13:14

Key Lessons from Joshua 13

1.  God’s Promises Continue Even in Old Age – Joshua was old, but God's mission was still unfinished. Our usefulness to God does not expire with age. 2.  There’s Always More Ground to Cover Spiritually – Even with past victories, there’s more “land” (growth, faith, service) to claim for God. 3.  God Honors Past Faithfulness – The land Moses promised was fulfilled exactly as instructed, showing God values faithful leaders and obedience. 4.  Some Enemies Remained – Israel didn’t drive out all their enemies, which later caused problems. Partial obedience is disobedience. 5. 

God Himself Is Our Greatest Inheritance – The Levites received no land, but God Himself was their portion. He is our ultimate reward. 

Joshua Chapter 14 Crawford Standard Bible

The Land is Divided by Lot (Verses 1–5)

1 These are the lands in Canaan that the Israelites inherited. They were assigned to them by Eleazar the priest, Joshua son of Nun, and the leaders of the tribes. 

 Cross References: Numbers 34:17; Numbers 26:55; Joshua 19:51

2 The inheritance was decided by casting lots, just as the Lord had commanded through Moses, for the nine tribes and the half-tribe. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:56; Numbers 33:54; Proverbs 16:33

3 Moses had already given land to the other two and a half tribes east of the Jordan River, but he gave no land to the Levites. 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:33; Deuteronomy 18:1; Joshua 13:14

4 The descendants of Joseph had become two tribes—Manasseh and Ephraim. So the Levites didn’t receive a portion of the land, only towns to live in with pasturelands for their livestock and possessions. 

 Cross References: Genesis 48:5; Numbers 35:2; Joshua 21:41

5 The Israelites followed the Lord’s command to Moses and divided up the land. 

 Cross References: Numbers 34:29; Numbers 26:52; Joshua 11:23

Caleb Claims His Promise (Verses 6–12)

6 The people of Judah came to Joshua at Gilgal, and Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him, “You remember what the Lord said to Moses about you and me at Kadesh-barnea. 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:6; Numbers 14:24; Numbers 32:12

7 I was 40 years old when Moses sent me from Kadesh-barnea to explore the land, and I brought back a report that was in my heart. 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:30; Deuteronomy 1:22; Numbers 14:7

8 But my fellow spies made the people afraid, while I wholeheartedly followed the Lord my God. 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:31; Numbers 32:9; Deuteronomy 1:28

9 So Moses swore on that day, ‘The land where you walked will be your inheritance and your children’s forever, because you fully followed the Lord.’

 Cross References: Numbers 14:24; Deuteronomy 1:36; Numbers 14:30

10 And now, just as He promised, the Lord has kept me alive for 45 years since Moses said that, even while Israel wandered in the wilderness. Today, I’m 85 years old. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 2:14; Numbers 14:33; Psalm 90:10

11 I’m still as strong today as I was when Moses sent me out. I have just as much strength now as I did then—for war and daily life. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 34:7; Psalm 92:14; Deuteronomy 31:2

12 So give me the hill country the Lord promised me. You know that the Anakim giants are there, and their cities are large and fortified. But if the Lord is with me, I will drive them out just as He said.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:22; Joshua 11:21; Joshua 15:14

Caleb Receives Hebron (Verses 13–15)

13 Then Joshua blessed Caleb son of Jephunneh and gave him Hebron as his inheritance. 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:13; Judges 1:20; 1 Chronicles 6:56

14 So Hebron has belonged to Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite ever since, because he followed the Lord, the God of Israel, wholeheartedly. 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:13; Numbers 32:12; Deuteronomy 1:36

15 Hebron used to be called Kiriath-arba, named after Arba, the greatest man among the Anakim. 

Then the land had rest from war. 

 Cross References: Genesis 23:2; Genesis 35:27; Joshua 11:23

Key Lessons from Joshua 14

1.  God Keeps His Promises Through the Years – Caleb waited 45 years to receive what God promised, and God delivered right on time. 2.  Wholehearted Faith Leads to Lasting Reward –

Caleb followed the Lord fully, and his inheritance became a lasting legacy. 3.  Age Is No Obstacle to Faith or Courage – At 85, Caleb still had a warrior’s heart, proving that trust in God gives strength beyond age. 4.  Faith Overcomes Giants – Caleb didn’t shrink back from facing the fortified cities and giants; he trusted God to bring victory. 5.  True Rest Comes After Obedience – The chapter ends with the land at peace, reminding us that God brings rest after faithful service. 

Joshua Chapter 15 Crawford Standard Bible

Judah’s Inheritance: Border Description (Verses 1–12) 1 The land assigned to the tribe of Judah by their clans extended south to the border of Edom, to the wilderness of Zin at the far southern boundary. 

 Cross References: Numbers 34:3; Genesis 49:8; Numbers 13:21

2 Their southern border began at the south end of the Dead Sea, Cross References: Genesis 14:3; Numbers 34:3; Deuteronomy 3:17

3 ran south of Scorpion Pass, continued through Zin, then south of Kadesh-barnea, and on to Hezron, up to Addar, and curved around to Karka. 

 Cross References: Numbers 34:4; Numbers 13:26; Genesis 16:14

4 From there it went to Azmon and ended at the Brook of Egypt, with its boundary at the Mediterranean Sea. 

 Cross References: Numbers 34:5; Genesis 15:18; 1 Kings 8:65

5 The eastern boundary was the Dead Sea as far as the mouth of the Jordan. The northern border began at the north end of the Dead Sea, 

 Cross References: Numbers 34:12; Joshua 18:19; Genesis 14:3

6 went to Beth-hoglah, passed north of Beth-arabah, and up to the stone of Bohan son of Reuben. 

 Cross References: Joshua 18:17; Joshua 18:19; Joshua 15:61

7 It climbed through the Valley of Achor, turning north to Gilgal (opposite the slopes of Adummim), then passed along the waters of En-shemesh and ended at En-rogel. 

 Cross References: Joshua 7:24; Joshua 18:17; Luke 10:30

8 From there it ascended through the Valley of Ben-Hinnom along the southern slope of the Jebusite city (that is, Jerusalem). It continued to the top of the hill overlooking Hinnom Valley and the Valley of Rephaim to the north. 

 Cross References: Joshua 18:16; Jeremiah 7:31; Judges 1:8

9 The boundary extended from the top of the hill to the spring of Nephtoah, went out to the towns of Mount Ephron, and curved to Baalah (that is, Kiriath-jearim). 

 Cross References: Joshua 18:15; Joshua 9:17; 1 Samuel 7:1

10 Then it turned west from Baalah to Mount Seir, passed along the northern slope of Mount Jearim (that is, Chesalon), down to Beth-shemesh, and over to Timnah. 

 Cross References: Judges 14:1; 1 Samuel 6:9; Joshua 19:41

11 The boundary reached the northern slope of Ekron, curved to Shikkeron, continued to Mount Baalah, and on to Jabneel, ending at the Mediterranean Sea. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 5:10; 2 Chronicles 26:6; Joshua 13:3

12 The western border was the coastline of the Mediterranean Sea. These were the boundaries around Judah, according to their clans. 

 Cross References: Numbers 34:6; Joshua 1:4; Deuteronomy 11:24

Caleb’s Courage and Family Legacy (Verses 13–19)

13 As the Lord commanded, Joshua gave Caleb son of Jephunneh a portion in Judah—Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron), named after Arba, the forefather of the Anakim. 

 Cross References: Joshua 14:13; Numbers 13:22; Judges 1:20

14 Caleb drove out from there the three sons of Anak: Sheshai, Ahiman, and Talmai. 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:22; Judges 1:10; Judges 1:20

15 From there he marched against the people living in Debir (formerly Kiriath-sepher). 

 Cross References: Judges 1:11; Joshua 10:38; Joshua 21:15

16 Caleb said, “I will give my daughter Achsah in marriage to the one who attacks and captures Kiriath-sepher.” 

 Cross References: Judges 1:12; 1 Samuel 17:25; Joshua 15:17

17 Othniel son of Kenaz, Caleb’s brother, captured it, and Caleb gave him Achsah as his wife. 

 Cross References: Judges 1:13; Judges 3:9; 1 Chronicles 4:13

18 When she came to Othniel, she urged him to ask her father for a field. As she got down from her donkey, Caleb asked her, “What do you want?” 

 Cross References: Judges 1:14; Genesis 24:64; Judges 1:15

19 She replied, “Give me a blessing. You’ve given me dry land—give me also springs of water.” So he gave her both the upper and lower springs. 

 Cross References: Judges 1:15; Genesis 33:11; Genesis 28:4

Towns of Judah (Verses 20–63)

20 This was the inheritance of the tribe of Judah, by their clans. 

 Cross References: Genesis 49:8; Numbers 26:19; Joshua 15:1

21 The southernmost towns toward Edom were: Kabzeel, Eder, Jagur, Cross References: 2 Samuel 23:20; Nehemiah 11:25; Joshua 19:1

22 Kinah, Dimonah, Adadah, 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:1; Nehemiah 11:25; Numbers 34:3

23 Kedesh, Hazor, Ithnan, 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:1; Nehemiah 11:25; Judges 1:17

24 Ziph, Telem, Bealoth, 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 23:14; 1 Samuel 23:24; Joshua 15:55

25 Hazor Hadattah, Kerioth Hezron (that is, Hazor), 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:1; Amos 2:2; Nehemiah 11:25

26 Amam, Shema, Moladah, 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:2; 1 Chronicles 4:28; Nehemiah 11:26

27 Hazar-gaddah, Heshmon, Beth-pelet, 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:3; Nehemiah 11:26; 1 Chronicles 4:28

28 Hazar-shual, Beersheba, Biziothiah, 

 Cross References: Genesis 21:31; Joshua 19:2; Nehemiah 11:27

29 Baalah, Iim, Ezem, 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:3; 1 Chronicles 4:29; Nehemiah 11:27

30 Eltolad, Chesil, Hormah, 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:3; Joshua 19:4; Judges 1:17

31 Ziklag, Madmannah, Sansannah, 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 27:6; 1 Samuel 30:1; Joshua 19:5

32 Lebaoth, Shilhim, Ain, and Rimmon—a total of 29 towns with their villages. 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:6; Zechariah 14:10; Joshua 19:7

33 In the western foothills: Eshtaol, Zorah, Ashnah, 

 Cross References: Judges 13:25; Judges 16:31; Judges 18:2

34 Zanoah, En-gannim, Tappuah, Enam, 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 3:13; Joshua 12:17; 1 Chronicles 4:18

35 Jarmuth, Adullam, Socoh, Azekah, 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:3; 1 Samuel 22:1; 1 Samuel 17:1

36 Shaaraim, Adithaim, Gederah, Gederothaim—14 towns with their villages. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 17:52; 2 Chronicles 28:18; Joshua 15:41

37 Zenan, Hadashah, Migdalgad, 

 Cross References: Micah 1:11; Nehemiah 11:30; Joshua 15:20

38 Dilean, Mizpeh, Joktheel, 

 Cross References: Genesis 31:49; Joshua 18:26; Joshua 15:20

39 Lachish, Bozkath, Eglon, 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:31; 2 Kings 22:1; Joshua 10:34

40 Cabbon, Lahmas, Kitlish, 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 11:30; Micah 1:13; Joshua 10:31

41 Gederoth, Beth-dagon, Naamah, Makkedah—16 towns with their villages. 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:28; 2 Chronicles 28:18; Joshua 19:27

42 Libnah, Ether, Ashan, 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:29; Joshua 21:13; Joshua 19:7

43 Iphtah, Ashnah, Nezib, 

 Cross References: Judges 1:18; Micah 1:15; Joshua 15:44

44 Keilah, Achzib, Mareshah—9 towns with their villages. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 23:1; Micah 1:14; Micah 1:15

45 Ekron, its surrounding settlements and villages. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 5:10; Joshua 13:3; Amos 1:8

46 From Ekron to the sea, all towns near Ashdod and their villages. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 5:1; Joshua 11:22; Nehemiah 13:23

47 Ashdod and its towns and villages, Gaza and its towns and villages, as far as the Brook of Egypt and the Mediterranean Sea. 

 Cross References: Judges 16:21; 1 Kings 4:24; Numbers 34:5

48 In the hill country: Shamir, Jattir, Socoh, 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 30:27; Joshua 15:35; Joshua 21:14

49 Dannah, Kiriath-sannah (that is, Debir), 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:15; Joshua 10:38; Judges 1:11

50 Anab, Eshtemoh, Anim, 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:22; Joshua 21:14; 1 Samuel 30:28

51 Goshen, Holon, Giloh—11 towns with their villages. 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:41; 2 Samuel 15:12; Joshua 21:15

52 Arab, Dumah, Eshan, 

 Cross References: Isaiah 21:11; Joshua 15:52; Genesis 25:14

53 Janim, Beth-tappuah, Aphekah, 

 Cross References: Joshua 12:17; Joshua 17:8; Joshua 15:34

54 Humtah, Kiriath-arba (Hebron), Zior—9 towns with their villages. 

 Cross References: Genesis 23:2; Joshua 14:15; 2 Chronicles 11:10

55 Maon, Carmel, Ziph, Juttah, 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 25:2; 1 Samuel 23:14; Joshua 21:16

56 Jezreel, Jokdeam, Zanoah, 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 25:43; 1 Samuel 27:3; Joshua 15:55

57 Kain, Gibeah, Timnah—10 towns with their villages. 

 Cross References: Genesis 38:12; Judges 14:1; Joshua 15:10

58 Halhul, Beth-zur, Gedor, 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 11:7; 1 Chronicles 2:45; Nehemiah 3:16

59 Maarath, Beth-anoth, Eltekon—6 towns with their villages. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:54; 2 Samuel 23:28; 1 Chronicles 2:24

60 Kiriath-baal (that is, Kiriath-jearim), Rabbah—2 towns with their villages. 

 Cross References: Joshua 9:17; 1 Samuel 7:1; Judges 18:12

61 In the wilderness: Beth-arabah, Middin, Secacah, 

 Cross References: Joshua 18:22; Joshua 15:6; Joshua 18:18

62 Nibshan, Salt City, En-gedi—6 towns with their villages. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 24:1; Song of Solomon 1:14; Ezekiel 47:10

63 But the tribe of Judah couldn’t drive out the Jebusites living in Jerusalem. So the Jebusites live among the people of Judah in Jerusalem to this day. 

 Cross References: Judges 1:21; 2 Samuel 5:6; Judges 19:10

Key Lessons from Joshua 15

1.  Faithfulness Is Rewarded with Inheritance – Judah received their share in the Promised Land as God had promised, showing His faithfulness to His people. 2.  Caleb’s Boldness Sets a Family Legacy – His courage inspired Othniel, and his daughter Achsah also demonstrated wisdom in seeking water to bless their land. 3.  God Honors Individual Obedience – Caleb’s wholehearted devotion didn’t just benefit him, but also his descendants and tribe. 4.  There Is Still Work to Do –

Though much of the land was conquered, some enemies like the Jebusites remained—a reminder that spiritual battles continue. 5.  Each Detail Matters to God – The meticulous description of borders and towns shows that God cares about structure, boundaries, and inheritance. 

Joshua Chapter 16 Crawford Standard Bible

The Allotment to Joseph’s Descendants (Verses 1–4)

1 The land allotted to the descendants of Joseph stretched from the Jordan River near Jericho, east of the waters of Jericho, into the wilderness that rises from Jericho through the hill country to Bethel. 


 Cross References: Genesis 48:5; Genesis 49:22; Joshua 18:12

2 From Bethel (also known as Luz), it continued to Ataroth on the border of the Archites. 

 Cross References: Genesis 28:19; Genesis 35:6; Joshua 18:13

3 It then descended westward to the territories of the Japhletites, as far as the lower Beth-horon and on to Gezer, ending at the Mediterranean Sea. 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:10; Joshua 21:21; 1 Kings 9:17

4 So the descendants of Joseph—Manasseh and Ephraim—received their inheritance. 

 Cross References: Genesis 48:5; Genesis 41:52; Numbers 26:28

The Territory of Ephraim (Verses 5–9)

5 The territory assigned to the descendants of Ephraim, by their clans, began at Ataroth-addar, near Upper Beth-horon. 

 Cross References: Joshua 16:2; Joshua 18:13; Joshua 21:22

6 It extended westward to Michmethath on the north, curved eastward to Taanath-shiloh, and passed beyond it to Janohah. 

 Cross References: Joshua 17:7; 1 Samuel 4:1; Joshua 17:11

7 From Janohah, it went down to Ataroth and Naarah, touched Jericho, and ended at the Jordan River. 

 Cross References: Joshua 18:20; Joshua 6:26; 1 Chronicles 7:28

8 From Tappuah, the boundary extended westward along the Kanah Valley and ended at the Mediterranean Sea. This was the inheritance for the tribe of Ephraim by their clans. 

 Cross References: Joshua 17:8; Joshua 17:9; Joshua 15:34

9 In addition, some towns with their surrounding villages within the territory of Manasseh were given to Ephraim. 

 Cross References: Joshua 17:9; Joshua 21:20; Joshua 21:21

Failure to Drive Out the Canaanites (Verse 10)

10 However, they did not drive out the Canaanites living in Gezer. So to this day, the Canaanites live among the people of Ephraim but serve as forced laborers. 

 Cross References: Judges 1:29; 1 Kings 9:16; Judges 1:28

Key Lessons from Joshua 16

1.  God Fulfills His Promises – The descendants of Joseph received the land as part of the covenant promises made to their forefather. God’s word remains trustworthy across generations. 2. 

Inheritance Comes with Responsibility – Though Ephraim received their land, they were expected to fully possess it and remove ungodly influence. Incomplete obedience allowed compromise to

remain. 3.  Partial Obedience Has Lasting Effects – The failure to drive out the Canaanites in Gezer would lead to long-term spiritual and cultural influence that hindered Israel's faithfulness. 4.  Unity and Division Both Serve God's Purpose – While Ephraim and Manasseh were distinct tribes, they shared territory and responsibilities, illustrating how diversity within God’s people can still operate within unity. 5.  True Victory Requires Follow-Through – Gaining the land was just the beginning. 

God desires His people not only to receive His blessings, but to walk faithfully in them. 

Joshua Chapter 17 Crawford Standard Bible

The Allotment to Manasseh (Verses 1–6)

1 The tribe of Manasseh, the firstborn of Joseph, received its allotment. Machir, the firstborn of Manasseh and father of Gilead, received Gilead and Bashan because he was a man of war. 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:51; Numbers 32:39; Genesis 50:23

2 The rest of the descendants of Manasseh received land by their clans: the families of Abiezer, Helek, Asriel, Shechem, Hepher, and Shemida—these were the male descendants of Manasseh son of Joseph. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:30; Judges 6:11; Numbers 27:1

3 However, Zelophehad, son of Hepher and descendant of Manasseh, had no sons—only daughters. 

Their names were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:33; Numbers 27:1; Numbers 36:11

4 They approached Eleazar the priest, Joshua son of Nun, and the leaders, saying, “The LORD

commanded Moses to give us a portion of land among our male relatives.” So Joshua gave them an inheritance among their uncles, just as the LORD had commanded. 

 Cross References: Numbers 27:7; Numbers 36:2; Numbers 27:1

5 As a result, ten portions of land fell to Manasseh, in addition to Gilead and Bashan, east of the Jordan, 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:39; Joshua 13:29; Joshua 17:1

6 because the daughters of Manasseh received an inheritance along with the sons. The rest of the tribe received Gilead. 

 Cross References: Numbers 27:8; Numbers 36:6; Numbers 26:33

Boundaries and Cities (Verses 7–13)

7 The boundary of Manasseh extended from Asher to Michmethah, east of Shechem, and ran south to include the inhabitants of En Tappuah. 

 Cross References: Genesis 12:6; Genesis 33:18; Joshua 16:6

8 The land of Tappuah belonged to Manasseh, but the town of Tappuah on the border belonged to the tribe of Ephraim. 

 Cross References: Joshua 16:8; Joshua 12:17; Joshua 15:34

9 The boundary continued south to the Kanah Valley. The towns in that region belonged to Ephraim, though they lay within Manasseh’s territory. Manasseh’s boundary was on the north side of the valley and ended at the Mediterranean Sea. 

 Cross References: Joshua 16:8; Joshua 16:9; Joshua 17:7

10 To the south, the land belonged to Ephraim; to the north, it belonged to Manasseh, with the sea as its western border. They touched Asher on the north and Issachar on the east. 

 Cross References: Genesis 49:20; Genesis 49:14; Joshua 19:17

11 Within Issachar and Asher, Manasseh had several towns: Beth-shan, Ibleam, Dor, Endor, Taanach, and Megiddo—each with its surrounding settlements. 

 Cross References: Judges 1:27; 1 Samuel 31:10; Judges 5:19

12 But the descendants of Manasseh were unable to drive out the Canaanites from these towns, so they continued to live there. 

 Cross References: Judges 1:27; Judges 1:28; Joshua 17:16

13 However, when the Israelites grew stronger, they forced the Canaanites to work as slaves but did not completely drive them out. 

 Cross References: Judges 1:28; Judges 1:30; Judges 1:33

Joseph’s Complaint and Joshua’s Response (Verses 14–18)

14 Then the descendants of Joseph (Ephraim and Manasseh) came to Joshua and asked, “Why have you given us only one portion of land? We are a numerous people, and the LORD has blessed us.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 48:20; Numbers 1:33; Numbers 26:37

15 Joshua replied, “If you are such a large people, go into the forest and clear land for yourselves in the territory of the Perizzites and Rephaites, since the hill country of Ephraim is too small for you.” 

 Cross References: Judges 1:4; Joshua 11:21; Genesis 15:20

16 They answered, “The hill country is not enough, and the Canaanites in the valleys have iron chariots, especially in Beth-shan and the Jezreel Valley.” 

 Cross References: Judges 1:19; Judges 4:3; Joshua 17:11

17 But Joshua said to the tribes of Joseph, “You are indeed a great and powerful people. You will not have just one portion of land. 

 Cross References: Genesis 48:19; Genesis 49:22; Numbers 26:35

18 The forested hill country will also be yours. Though it is heavily wooded, you will clear it and possess it to its farthest borders. And you will drive out the Canaanites, even though they are strong and have iron chariots.” 

 Cross References: Judges 1:22; Deuteronomy 20:1; Joshua 11:6

Key Lessons from Joshua 17

1.  God Honors Bold Faith – The daughters of Zelophehad acted in faith on God's promise and received their inheritance. God's justice and promises extend to all who trust Him (Numbers 27:1–11). 2.  Boundaries Are Divine Assignments – The distribution of land was not random but guided by God. Our own “borders” in life—our roles, influence, and responsibilities—are often ordained by Him (Acts 17:26). 3.  Failure to Drive Out the Enemy Brings Long-Term Consequences – Just like in earlier chapters, Manasseh failed to fully obey, allowing Canaanites to remain. Disobedience often leads to compromise. 4.  God Encourages Initiative – Joshua urged the people of Joseph to expand into the hill country rather than complain. God blesses effort and bold obedience, even when challenges seem insurmountable. 5.  Faith Overcomes Fear – Joshua declared victory over the Canaanites with iron chariots, not because of military strength, but because God had promised success (Deuteronomy 20:1). 

Joshua Chapter 18 Crawford Standard Bible

The Tabernacle Set Up at Shiloh (Verses 1–2)

1 The whole congregation of the Israelites assembled at Shiloh and set up the Tabernacle of Meeting there. The land was now under Israel’s control. 

 Cross References: Exodus 40:2; Joshua 19:51; Psalm 78:60

2 However, seven of the tribes had not yet received their assigned inheritance. 

 Cross References: Joshua 13:1; Numbers 26:53; Joshua 14:1

Joshua's Call to Action (Verses 3–7)

3 Joshua said to the Israelites, “How long will you wait before taking possession of the land the LORD, the God of your ancestors, has given you? 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:30; Judges 18:9; Proverbs 6:9

4 Choose three men from each tribe. I will send them out to explore the land and write down a description of it based on its inheritance. Then they will return to me. 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:2; Numbers 34:18; Joshua 14:1

5 Divide the land into seven parts. Judah will remain in its territory in the south, and the tribe of Joseph will remain in the north. 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:1; Joshua 16:1; Genesis 49:22

6 You must carefully describe the seven parts of the land and bring the report back to me. I will cast lots for you here in the presence of the LORD our God. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:55; Numbers 33:54; Proverbs 16:33

7 The Levites will not receive a portion of the land, because their inheritance is the priesthood of the LORD. Gad, Reuben, and the half-tribe of Manasseh have already received their inheritance east of

the Jordan, which Moses the LORD’s servant gave them.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 18:20; Deuteronomy 18:1; Numbers 32:33

The Land Surveyed and Assigned (Verses 8–10)

8 So the men set out. Joshua instructed them, “Go throughout the land, write a description of it, and return to me. Then I will cast lots for you here before the LORD in Shiloh.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 34:17; Joshua 19:51; Proverbs 18:18

9 The men went and surveyed the land, writing down its cities into seven sections in a scroll. Then they returned to Joshua at the camp in Shiloh. 

 Cross References: Numbers 33:2; Joshua 24:26; Exodus 17:14

10 Joshua cast lots for them in the presence of the LORD at Shiloh. There he distributed the land to the Israelites according to their tribal divisions. 

 Cross References: Joshua 14:2; Numbers 26:55; Judges 1:3

Benjamin’s Territory (Verses 11–20)

11 The first lot fell to the tribe of Benjamin by its clans. Their allotted territory was between the tribes of Judah and Joseph. 

 Cross References: Genesis 49:27; Deuteronomy 33:12; Joshua 16:1

12 On the north side, the boundary started at the Jordan River, went up the northern slope of Jericho, westward through the hill country, and ended at the wilderness of Beth-aven. 

 Cross References: Joshua 6:1; Joshua 7:2; Hosea 4:15

13 Then it continued southward to Luz (Bethel), then down to Ataroth-addar, near the hill south of Lower Beth-horon. 

 Cross References: Genesis 28:19; Genesis 35:6; Judges 1:23

14 From there the boundary curved west and turned south from the hill facing Beth-horon, ending at Kiriath-baal (that is, Kiriath-jearim), a town of the tribe of Judah. This was the western border. 

 Cross References: Joshua 9:17; 1 Samuel 7:1; 1 Chronicles 13:5

15 The southern boundary started at the edge of Kiriath-jearim, went to the springs of Nephtoah, Cross References: Joshua 15:9; Joshua 15:60; 2 Samuel 6:2

16 then descended to the base of the mountain that faces the Valley of Ben Hinnom, at the northern end of the Valley of Rephaim. It continued down the Valley of Hinnom, south of the slope of the Jebusites (that is, Jerusalem), and down to En-rogel. 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:8; 2 Kings 23:10; 1 Kings 1:9

17 It turned north, went to En-shemesh and Geliloth, across from the ascent of Adummim, and descended to the Stone of Bohan (son of Reuben). 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:6; Joshua 15:7; Judges 1:16

18 Then it passed to the northern slope of Beth-arabah and down into the Arabah Valley. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 3:17; Deuteronomy 4:49; Joshua 12:3

19 From there it went along the northern slope of Beth-hoglah and ended at the northern bay of the Salt Sea, at the southern end of the Jordan River. This was Benjamin’s southern boundary. 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:6; Genesis 14:3; Numbers 34:12

20 The Jordan River formed its eastern boundary. This was the inheritance of the tribe of Benjamin, defined by its borders. 

 Cross References: Genesis 49:27; Deuteronomy 33:12; Numbers 34:12

Cities of the Tribe of Benjamin (Verses 21–28)

21 The towns of the tribe of Benjamin by their clans were: Jericho, Beth-hoglah, Emek-keziz, Cross References: Joshua 6:1; Joshua 2:1; 2 Kings 2:4

22 Beth-arabah, Zemarim, Bethel, 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:6; 2 Chronicles 13:4; Genesis 12:8

23 Avvim, Parah, Ophrah, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 2:23; 1 Samuel 13:17; 1 Samuel 14:5

24 Chephar-ammoni, Ophni, and Geba—twelve towns with their villages. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 13:3; 1 Kings 15:22; Ezra 2:26

25 Also Gibeon, Ramah, Beeroth, 

 Cross References: Joshua 9:3; 2 Samuel 2:12; Judges 4:5

26 Mizpeh, Chephirah, Mozah, 

 Cross References: Judges 20:1; 1 Samuel 7:5; Joshua 9:17

27 Rekem, Irpeel, Taralah, 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:38; 1 Chronicles 7:6; 1 Chronicles 8:1

28 Zelah, Haeleph, the Jebusite city (that is, Jerusalem), Gibeah, and Kiriath—fourteen towns with their villages. This was the inheritance of the tribe of Benjamin, according to their clans. 

 Cross References: Judges 19:10; 2 Samuel 5:6; 2 Samuel 21:14

Key Lessons from Joshua 18

1.  Don’t Delay in Obeying God – Joshua rebuked the people for being slow to claim their inheritance. When God gives us a calling, we shouldn’t put it off (James 4:17). 2.  Order and Fairness in God's Plans – The land division was methodical, detailed, and done before the LORD. 

God values structure and justice (1 Corinthians 14:40). 3.  God Keeps His Promises to Every Tribe

– Even the tribe of Benjamin, though smaller and surrounded by powerful neighbors, received its portion. God does not overlook any of His people (Psalm 16:5–6). 4.  Spiritual Inheritance Is Greater Than Land – The Levites were not given land like the others because their inheritance was the LORD Himself. Our true reward is God, not what we possess on earth (Psalm 73:26). 5.  Faith Requires Movement – The tribes had to rise, walk the land, and record what God had given them. 

Faith and obedience go hand in hand (Joshua 1:3; James 2:17). 

Joshua Chapter 19 Crawford Standard Bible

The Inheritance of Simeon (Verses 1–9)

1 The second lot went to the tribe of Simeon, clan by clan. Their inheritance was located inside the territory of Judah. 

 Cross References: Genesis 49:5; Genesis 49:7; 1 Chronicles 4:24

2 Their inheritance included: Beersheba, Sheba, Moladah, 

 Cross References: Genesis 21:31; Genesis 26:33; 1 Chronicles 4:28

3 Hazar-shual, Balah, Ezem, 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 4:29; Nehemiah 11:27; Nehemiah 11:29

4 Eltolad, Bethul, Hormah, 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 4:30; Numbers 21:3; Judges 1:17

5 Ziklag, Beth-marcaboth, Hazar-susah, 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 4:31; 1 Samuel 27:6; 1 Samuel 30:1

6 Beth-lebaoth, and Sharuhen—thirteen towns with their villages. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 4:31; Joshua 15:32; Genesis 49:7

7 Also: Ain, Rimmon, Ether, and Ashan—four towns with their villages. 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:42; 1 Chronicles 4:32; Zechariah 14:10

8 All the surrounding villages as far as Baalath-beer (Ramath of the Negev) were also included. This was the inheritance of Simeon, divided among their clans. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 30:27; 1 Chronicles 4:33; Joshua 15:29

9 Simeon’s share came from Judah’s portion because Judah had more land than needed. So Simeon’s territory was within Judah’s inheritance. 

 Cross References: Genesis 49:7; Joshua 15:1; Judges 1:3

The Inheritance of Zebulun (Verses 10–16)

10 The third lot went to the tribe of Zebulun by their clans. The boundary of their inheritance reached to Sarid. 

 Cross References: Genesis 49:13; Deuteronomy 33:18; Numbers 26:26

11 Their border went west to Maralah, touched Dabbesheth, and extended to the brook east of Jokneam. 

 Cross References: Joshua 12:22; Joshua 21:34; Genesis 49:13

12 It turned eastward toward the sunrise to Chisloth-tabor, passed Daberath, and went up to Japhia. 

 Cross References: Judges 4:6; 1 Chronicles 6:72; Joshua 21:28

13 Then it continued eastward to Gath-hepher, Eth-kazin, and extended to Rimmon, turning toward Neah. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 14:25; Jonah 1:1; Genesis 49:13

14 The boundary circled north to Hannathon and ended at the valley of Iphtah-el. 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:27; Genesis 49:13; Deuteronomy 33:18

15 Included were: Kattath, Nahalal, Shimron, Idalah, and Bethlehem—twelve towns with their villages. 

 Cross References: Judges 1:30; Joshua 11:1; Joshua 21:35

16 This was the inheritance of Zebulun, clan by clan—these towns and their villages. 

 Cross References: Genesis 49:13; Deuteronomy 33:19; Numbers 26:27

The Inheritance of Issachar (Verses 17–23)

17 The fourth lot went to Issachar, clan by clan. 

 Cross References: Genesis 49:14; Deuteronomy 33:18; Numbers 26:23

18 Their territory included: Jezreel, Kesulloth, Shunem, 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 21:1; 2 Kings 4:8; Judges 6:33

19 Hapharaim, Shion, Anaharath, 

 Cross References: Genesis 49:14; 1 Chronicles 7:1; Numbers 26:25

20 Rabbith, Kishion, Ebez, 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:28; 1 Chronicles 7:1; Genesis 49:14

21 Remeth, En-gannim, En-haddah, and Beth-pazzez. 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:29; 1 Chronicles 6:73; Genesis 49:15

22 The boundary touched Tabor, Shahazumah, and Beth-shemesh, ending at the Jordan—sixteen towns with their villages. 

 Cross References: Judges 4:6; Judges 8:18; Psalm 89:12

23 This was the inheritance of Issachar, divided among their clans. 

 Cross References: Genesis 49:14; Deuteronomy 33:18; 1 Chronicles 7:1

The Inheritance of Asher (Verses 24–31)

24 The fifth lot went to the tribe of Asher, clan by clan. 

 Cross References: Genesis 49:20; Deuteronomy 33:24; Numbers 26:44

25 Their territory included: Helkath, Hali, Beten, Achshaph, 

 Cross References: Joshua 12:20; Joshua 21:31; Genesis 49:20

26 Allammelech, Amad, and Mishal. It reached westward to Carmel and Shihor-libnath. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 18:19; 1 Kings 18:42; Joshua 21:30

27 Then it turned east to Beth-dagon, touched Zebulun and the Valley of Iphtah-el, north of Beth-emek and Neiel, and extended to Cabul on the left. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 9:13; Joshua 19:14; Genesis 49:20

28 Also included were: Ebron, Rehob, Hammon, and Kanah, all the way to Greater Sidon. 

 Cross References: Genesis 10:19; Judges 1:31; Joshua 11:8

29 The boundary turned toward Ramah and the fortified city of Tyre, then to Hosah and ended at the sea, including Mahalab, Achzib, 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 26:2; 2 Samuel 5:11; Judges 1:31

30 Ummah, Aphek, and Rehob—twenty-two towns with their villages. 

 Cross References: Judges 1:31; 1 Kings 20:26; Genesis 49:20

31 This was the inheritance of Asher, clan by clan. 

 Cross References: Genesis 49:20; Deuteronomy 33:25; Numbers 26:47

The Inheritance of Naphtali (Verses 32–39)

32 The sixth lot went to Naphtali, clan by clan. 

 Cross References: Genesis 49:21; Deuteronomy 33:23; Numbers 26:48

33 Their boundary started at Heleph and the oak of Zaanannim, extended to Adami-nekeb and Jabneel, and reached to Lakkum, ending at the Jordan. 

 Cross References: Judges 4:11; Genesis 49:21; Joshua 15:11

34 The boundary turned west to Aznoth-tabor, went to Hukkok, touched Zebulun on the south, Asher on the west, and the Jordan on the east. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:75; Judges 4:6; Genesis 49:21

35 The fortified cities included: Ziddim, Zer, Hammath, Rakkath, Chinnereth, Cross References: Numbers 34:11; Deuteronomy 3:17; Luke 5:1

36 Adamah, Ramah, Hazor, 

 Cross References: Joshua 11:1; Judges 4:2; 1 Kings 9:15

37 Kedesh, Edrei, En-hazor, 

 Cross References: Joshua 20:7; Joshua 21:32; Judges 4:6

38 Iron, Migdal-el, Horem, Beth-anath, and Beth-shemesh—nineteen towns with their villages. 

 Cross References: Judges 1:33; Genesis 49:21; Deuteronomy 33:23

39 This was the inheritance of Naphtali, divided among their clans. 

 Cross References: Genesis 49:21; Deuteronomy 33:23; Numbers 26:50

The Inheritance of Dan (Verses 40–48)

40 The seventh lot went to the tribe of Dan, clan by clan. 

 Cross References: Genesis 49:16; Deuteronomy 33:22; Numbers 26:42

41 Their territory included: Zorah, Eshtaol, Ir-shemesh, 

 Cross References: Judges 13:25; Judges 16:31; Judges 18:2

42 Shaalabbin, Aijalon, Ithlah, 

 Cross References: Judges 1:35; Joshua 10:12; 1 Samuel 14:31

43 Elon, Timnah, Ekron, 

 Cross References: Judges 14:1; 1 Samuel 5:10; 1 Samuel 6:16

44 Eltekeh, Gibbethon, Baalath, 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 15:27; Joshua 21:23; 1 Kings 9:18

45 Jehud, Bene-berak, Gath-rimmon, 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:24; 1 Chronicles 6:69; Genesis 49:16

46 Me-jarkon, and Rakkon, including the area near Joppa. 

 Cross References: Jonah 1:3; Acts 9:36; Acts 10:5

47 But the territory of Dan was too small for them, so they attacked Leshem, captured it, struck it with the sword, and took possession of it. They settled there and renamed it Dan after their ancestor. 

 Cross References: Judges 18:29; Judges 18:7; 1 Kings 12:29

48 This was the inheritance of Dan, divided among their clans. 

 Cross References: Genesis 49:17; Deuteronomy 33:22; Judges 18:1

Joshua’s Inheritance (Verses 49–50)

49 When the land division was completed, the Israelites gave Joshua son of Nun his inheritance. 

 Cross References: Joshua 14:1; Numbers 14:30; Deuteronomy 1:38

50 As the LORD had commanded, they gave him the town he asked for—Timnath-serah in the hill country of Ephraim. He rebuilt it and settled there. 

 Cross References: Joshua 24:30; Judges 2:9; Joshua 14:6

Completion of Land Division (Verse 51)

51 These were the inheritances assigned by Eleazar the priest, Joshua son of Nun, and the leaders of Israelite tribes. They were distributed by casting lots before the LORD at the entrance of the Tabernacle in Shiloh. So the land division was finished. 

 Cross References: Numbers 34:17; Joshua 14:1; Joshua 18:1

Key Lessons from Joshua 19

1.  God Provides Fairly to All His People – Each tribe received a portion of land suited to their needs, showing God’s care and equity (Psalm 16:5–6). 2.  Some Inheritances Are Shared –

Simeon’s land was within Judah’s because Judah had more than it needed. God can use surplus to bless others (2 Corinthians 8:14). 3.  Obedience and Unity Matter in Leadership – Joshua waited until the entire division was complete before receiving his own inheritance. True leaders serve others first (Philippians 2:3– 4). 4.  The Importance of Fulfilled Promises – The land inheritance was the long-awaited fulfillment of God’s covenant with Abraham. God’s promises never fail (Genesis 15:18–21; Hebrews 6:17– 18). 5.  Taking Initiative Matters – The tribe of Dan expanded their territory when their lot proved insufficient. God expects us to work in faith and not passively accept limits (Colossians 3:23– 24). 

Joshua Chapter 20 Crawford Standard Bible

Cities of Refuge Appointed (Verses 1–9)

1 Then the Lord said to Joshua, 

 Cross References: Numbers 35:9; Exodus 21:13; Deuteronomy 19:1

2 “Tell the Israelites to appoint the cities of refuge, just as I instructed you through Moses. 

 Cross References: Numbers 35:10; Deuteronomy 19:2; Exodus 21:13

3 These cities are to be places of safety for anyone who kills another person unintentionally or without premeditation. They will serve as protection from the avenger of blood. 

 Cross References: Numbers 35:11; Deuteronomy 19:4; Numbers 35:19

4 When someone flees to one of these cities, they must stand at the entrance of the city gate and explain their case to the elders. The elders must welcome them into the city and give them a place to live. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 19:12; Ruth 4:1; Deuteronomy 21:19

5 If the avenger of blood pursues the accused, the city must not hand the person over, because the killing was accidental and not out of hatred. 

 Cross References: Numbers 35:22; Deuteronomy 19:6; Deuteronomy 4:42

6 The person must stay in that city until they stand trial before the community and until the death of the high priest who is serving at that time. After that, the person may return to their own city and home from which they fled.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 35:25; Numbers 35:28; Numbers 35:32

7 So they set apart the following cities:

 Cross References: Joshua 19:37; Genesis 12:6; Genesis 23:2

•  Kedesh in Galilee, in the hill country of Naphtali; 

•  Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim; 

•  Hebron (also called Kirjath-arba) in the hill country of Judah. 

8 East of the Jordan River, they designated:

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:43; 1 Kings 22:3; Joshua 21:27

•  Bezer, in the wilderness plain, from the tribe of Reuben; 

•  Ramoth in Gilead, from the tribe of Gad; 

•  Golan in Bashan, from the tribe of Manasseh. 

9 These were the cities appointed for all the Israelites and for the foreigners living among them, so that anyone who accidentally killed another person could flee there and not be put to death by the avenger of blood before standing trial before the congregation. 

 Cross References: Numbers 35:15; Deuteronomy 19:9; Numbers 35:12

Key Lessons from Joshua 20

1.  God Provides Mercy for the Mistaken – The cities of refuge were a divine provision to protect those who caused unintentional harm. God distinguishes between accidents and willful sin (Numbers 35:9–15; Hebrews 4:15). 2.  Justice Must Be Fair and Deliberate – Refugees had to stand trial before the community, emphasizing due process. God values truth and fair judgment (Deuteronomy 19:4–7; Proverbs 18:13). 3.  The High Priest’s Death Represents Atonement – The slayer could return home upon the death of the high priest—a picture of how Christ’s death brings spiritual freedom to all sinners (Hebrews 9:11–15). 4.  Refuge Was for All—Israelite and Foreigner – The law extended protection to both natives and strangers, revealing God's inclusive justice and compassion (Exodus 12:49; Galatians 3:28). 5.  God's Justice System Balances Law and Grace –

The avenger of blood represented justice, but the city of refuge provided mercy. Both aspects reflect God's perfect character (Psalm 89:14). 

Joshua Chapter 21 Crawford Standard Bible

Cities Given to the Levites (Verses 1–42)

1 Then the leaders of the Levite families came to Eleazar the priest, Joshua son of Nun, and the leaders of the Israelite tribes. 

 Cross References: Numbers 35:1; 1 Chronicles 6:54; Joshua 14:1

2 They spoke with them at Shiloh in the land of Canaan, saying, “The Lord commanded through Moses that we be given towns to live in, along with pasturelands for our livestock.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 35:2; Numbers 35:3; Leviticus 25:32

3 So the Israelites gave the Levites, from their own inheritances, the cities and surrounding lands as the Lord had commanded. 

 Cross References: Numbers 35:8; 1 Chronicles 6:64; Numbers 18:24

4 The families of the Kohathites (descendants of Levi’s son Kohath) received thirteen cities by lot from the tribes of Judah, Simeon, and Benjamin. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:57; Numbers 3:27; Numbers 26:57

5 The rest of the Kohathite clans received ten cities from the tribes of Ephraim, Dan, and half of Manasseh. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:66; Numbers 3:27; Numbers 26:57

6 The Gershonite clans received thirteen cities from the tribes of Issachar, Asher, Naphtali, and the half- tribe of Manasseh in Bashan. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:62; Numbers 3:21; Numbers 4:24

7 The Merarite clans received twelve cities from the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and Zebulun. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:63; Numbers 3:33; Numbers 4:29

8 So the Israelites gave these towns and pasturelands to the Levites as the Lord had instructed through Moses. 

 Cross References: Numbers 35:8; Numbers 34:17; Joshua 14:2

9 From the tribes of Judah and Simeon, the Israelites gave the following towns: Cross References: Joshua 19:1; 1 Chronicles 6:65; Joshua 15:1

10 These were for the families of Aaron the priest, of the Kohathite clan (a branch of the Levites), for they received the first lot. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:54; Exodus 6:20; Numbers 3:2

11 They were given Hebron (formerly Kiriath-arba), in the hill country of Judah, along with the surrounding pasturelands. 

 Cross References: Genesis 23:2; Numbers 13:22; Joshua 14:15

12 But the fields and surrounding villages of Hebron were given to Caleb son of Jephunneh as his possession. 

 Cross References: Joshua 14:13; Numbers 14:24; Judges 1:20

13 The towns given to the priests included:

 Cross References: Joshua 20:7; 2 Kings 19:8; 2 Kings 8:22

•  Hebron (a city of refuge), 

•  Libnah, 

14 Jattir, 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 30:27; Joshua 15:48; Joshua 15:50

•  Eshtemoa, 

15 Holon, 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:15; Joshua 10:38; Joshua 15:51

•  Debir, 

16 Ain, 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:55; 1 Samuel 6:12; 2 Kings 14:11

•  Juttah, 

•  Beth-shemesh—nine towns from the tribes of Judah and Simeon. 

17 From the tribe of Benjamin:

 Cross References: Joshua 9:3; 1 Samuel 13:3; 1 Kings 3:4

•  Gibeon, 

•  Geba, 

18 Anathoth, 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 1:1; 1 Kings 2:26; Isaiah 10:30

•  Almon—four towns. 

19 In all, thirteen towns with their surrounding pasturelands were given to the priests, the descendants of Aaron. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:60; Numbers 35:8; Joshua 21:4

20 The rest of the Kohathite clans received towns from the tribe of Ephraim. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:66; Numbers 26:35; Joshua 16:5

21 These included:

 Cross References: Joshua 20:7; Genesis 33:18; Joshua 16:10

•  Shechem (a city of refuge), 

•  Gezer, 

22 Kibzaim, 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:10; Joshua 16:3; 1 Chronicles 6:68

•  Beth-horon—four towns. 

23 From the tribe of Dan:

 Cross References: Joshua 19:44; 1 Kings 15:27; 1 Kings 16:15

•  Eltekeh, 

•  Gibbethon, 

24 Aijalon, 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:12; 1 Chronicles 6:69; Judges 1:35

•  Gath-rimmon—four towns. 

25 From the half-tribe of Manasseh:

 Cross References: Judges 5:19; 1 Kings 4:12; Joshua 17:11

•  Taanach, 

•  Gath-rimmon—two towns. 

26 In total, these Kohathite families received ten towns with their pasturelands. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:61; Numbers 35:8; Joshua 21:5

27 The Gershonite clans received the following:

 Cross References: Joshua 20:8; Deuteronomy 4:43; 1 Chronicles 6:71

•  From the half-tribe of Manasseh: Golan in Bashan (a city of refuge) and Beeshterah—two towns. 

28 From Issachar:

 Cross References: Judges 5:21; Joshua 19:12; 1 Chronicles 6:72

•  Kishion, 

•  Daberath, 

29 Jarmuth, 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:73; Joshua 19:21; Genesis 49:14

•  En-gannim—four towns. 

30 From Asher:

 Cross References: Joshua 19:26; 1 Chronicles 6:74; Genesis 49:20

•  Mishal, 

•  Abdon, 

31 Helkath, 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:25; Judges 1:31; 1 Chronicles 6:75

•  Rehob—four towns. 

32 From Naphtali:

 Cross References: Joshua 20:7; Judges 4:6; 1 Chronicles 6:76

•  Kedesh in Galilee (a city of refuge), 

•  Hammoth-dor, 

•  Kartan—three towns. 

33 These Gershonite clans received thirteen towns in all. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:62; Numbers 4:38; Joshua 21:6

34 The Merarite clans received the following towns:

 Cross References: Joshua 19:11; 1 Chronicles 6:77; Numbers 4:29

•  From Zebulun: Jokneam, Kartah, 

35 Dimnah, Nahalal—four towns. 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:15; Judges 1:30; 1 Chronicles 6:77

36 From Reuben: Bezer, Jahaz, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:43; Numbers 21:23; Jeremiah 48:21

37 Kedemoth, Mephaath—four towns. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 2:26; Jeremiah 48:21; 1 Chronicles 6:79

38 From Gad:

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:43; Genesis 32:2; 2 Samuel 2:8

•  Ramoth in Gilead (a city of refuge), 

•  Mahanaim, 

39 Heshbon, Jazer—four towns. 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:26; Numbers 21:32; 1 Chronicles 6:81

40 In all, twelve towns with pasturelands were given to the Merarite clans. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:63; Numbers 4:42; Joshua 21:7

41 So the total number of towns given to the Levites within the territory of the Israelites was forty-eight, along with their surrounding pasturelands. 

 Cross References: Numbers 35:7; Leviticus 25:32; Ezekiel 45:5

42 Each of these towns had its own pasturelands surrounding it. 

 Cross References: Numbers 35:4; Leviticus 25:34; Joshua 21:41

God’s Promises Fulfilled (Verses 43–45)

43 So the Lord gave Israel all the land He had sworn to give their ancestors, and they took possession of it and settled there. 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:18; Genesis 12:7; Deuteronomy 1:8

44 The Lord gave them rest on every side, just as He had promised their ancestors. Not one of their enemies could stand against them—He handed all their enemies over to them. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:10; Exodus 33:14; Deuteronomy 25:19

45 Not one of all the good promises the Lord had made to Israel failed; every one came true. 

 Cross References: Joshua 23:14; 1 Kings 8:56; Numbers 23:19

Key Lessons from Joshua 21

1.  God Provides for His Servants – The Levites were given cities among the tribes because their inheritance was the Lord and His service (Numbers 18:20; Deuteronomy 10:9). 2.  Every Tribe Has a Role – Though the Levites didn’t receive a large territory, their influence and service in worship and law were vital to Israel’s spiritual health (Malachi 2:7). 3.  God Fulfills Every Promise – Not a single promise failed; God proved Himself faithful to all He had spoken (Joshua 21:45; 1 Kings 8:56). 4.  God Gives Peace to His People – Israel experienced rest from war—a symbol of the peace believers find when walking in God’s will (Hebrews 4:8–11). 5.  Justice and Refuge Were Interwoven – Cities of refuge were among the Levite cities, symbolizing the priestly role in mercy, protection, and justice (Hebrews 6:18–20). 

Joshua Chapter 22 Crawford Standard Bible

Eastern Tribes Return Home (Verses 1–9)

1 Then Joshua called together the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh. 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:2; Deuteronomy 3:12; Joshua 1:12

2 He said to them, “You have done everything that Moses, the servant of the Lord, commanded you. 

And you have obeyed all that I have commanded you. 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:20; Deuteronomy 3:18; Joshua 1:16

3 All this time you have not deserted your fellow Israelites. You have faithfully obeyed the command of the Lord your God to this day. 

 Cross References: Joshua 4:12; Numbers 32:27; Joshua 1:14

4 Now that the Lord your God has given rest to your fellow Israelites, just as He promised, return to your homes in the land that Moses gave you on the east side of the Jordan. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 3:20; Joshua 1:13; Joshua 21:44

5 But be very careful to obey the command and the law that Moses gave you: love the Lord your God, walk in all His ways, keep His commands, hold firmly to Him, and serve Him with all your heart and soul.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:5; Deuteronomy 10:12; Deuteronomy 11:22

6 Then Joshua blessed them and sent them away, and they went to their homes. 

 Cross References: Numbers 6:24; Deuteronomy 33:1; 1 Kings 8:14

7 (Moses had given land to half the tribe of Manasseh in Bashan, while the other half received land on the west side of the Jordan from Joshua.) When Joshua sent them home, he blessed them also. 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:33; Deuteronomy 3:13; Joshua 13:29

8 He said, “Return with great wealth—large herds of livestock, silver, gold, bronze, iron, and lots of clothing. Share the plunder with your fellow Israelites.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 31:27; 1 Samuel 30:24; Deuteronomy 20:14

9 So the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh left the Israelites at Shiloh in Canaan and returned to Gilead, their own land on the east side of the Jordan, which Moses had given them. 

 Cross References: Joshua 18:1; Numbers 32:1; Joshua 13:24

The Eastern Tribes Build an Altar (Verses 10–20)

10 When they came to the region near the Jordan in Canaan, the eastern tribes built a large and impressive altar near the Jordan. 

 Cross References: Genesis 12:7; Genesis 35:7; Exodus 20:24

11 The rest of the Israelites heard a report: “The tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh have built an altar at the Jordan on the side belonging to the Israelites!” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 13:14; Joshua 22:34; Judges 20:3

12 When the Israelites heard this, they gathered at Shiloh to prepare to go to war against them. 

 Cross References: Judges 20:1; Numbers 25:6; Judges 20:11

13 They sent Phinehas, the son of Eleazar the priest, to Gilead to talk with the eastern tribes. 

 Cross References: Numbers 25:7; Numbers 31:6; Joshua 24:33

14 Ten leaders went with him, one from each tribe of Israel, each the head of a family division. 

 Cross References: Numbers 34:18; Numbers 1:4; Numbers 13:2

15 When they arrived, they said:

 Cross References: Numbers 32:1; Joshua 22:9; Deuteronomy 3:16

16 “This is what the whole community of the Lord says: Why have you broken faith with the God of Israel by building this altar? Are you rebelling against the Lord? 

 Cross References: Leviticus 17:8; Deuteronomy 12:13; Deuteronomy 13:6

17 Wasn’t the sin of Peor bad enough? Even today we are still suffering from it! 

 Cross References: Numbers 25:1; Numbers 25:18; Deuteronomy 4:3

18 Now you would turn away from the Lord again? If you rebel today, tomorrow He’ll be angry with the whole nation! 

 Cross References: Numbers 16:22; Joshua 7:1; Leviticus 10:6

19 If your land is unclean, come back across the Jordan to the Lord’s land where His tabernacle stands. But don’t rebel by building another altar in competition with the one true altar of the Lord our God. 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:5; Leviticus 18:24; Exodus 20:25

20 Remember Achan son of Zerah? He took what was under the curse, and God's wrath fell on all Israel. He wasn’t the only one who died for his sin!” 

 Cross References: Joshua 7:1; Joshua 7:24; 1 Chronicles 2:7

The Eastern Tribes Explain (Verses 21–29)

21 Then the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh replied: Cross References: Joshua 22:15; Numbers 32:25; Joshua 1:16

22 “The Lord God of gods! He knows the truth—and let Israel know too! If we built this altar in rebellion or disobedience, may the Lord not spare us! 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 10:17; Psalm 50:1; Psalm 139:1

23 If we intended to offer burnt offerings or sacrifices on it, may the Lord judge us! 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 3:17; Ruth 1:17; 1 Samuel 20:13

24 No! We built it because we were afraid that in the future your children might say to our children, 

‘You have no part in the Lord.’

 Cross References: Exodus 12:26; Deuteronomy 6:20; Judges 12:4

25 For the Lord has made the Jordan a boundary between us. One day your descendants might reject ours. 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:19; 2 Samuel 20:1; Genesis 31:52

26 So we said, ‘Let’s build an altar—not for sacrifices, 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:24; Genesis 31:45; Joshua 4:20

27 but as a witness between us and you, and our future generations, that we worship the Lord with our sacrifices and offerings.’

 Cross References: Genesis 31:44; Genesis 21:30; Deuteronomy 31:19

28 Then if your children ever say we have no part in the Lord, we can point to this altar as a reminder that we do. 

 Cross References: Exodus 27:1; Genesis 31:52; Joshua 22:34

29 God forbid that we should rebel against the Lord by building a rival altar! We will only offer sacrifices on the altar of the Lord our God in front of His tabernacle.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:13; 1 Kings 12:28; Leviticus 17:9

Conflict Resolved (Verses 30–34)

30 When Phinehas the priest and the leaders heard this explanation, they were satisfied. 

 Cross References: Numbers 25:11; Joshua 22:31; 1 Samuel 25:35

31 Phinehas said, “Today we know the Lord is among us. You have not committed treason against Him. You have saved Israel from God's judgment.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 25:11; Exodus 17:7; Joshua 22:16

32 Then Phinehas and the leaders returned to the Israelites in Canaan and reported everything. 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:26; Numbers 14:36; Joshua 22:13

33 The Israelites were glad and praised God. They gave up plans for war and destroying the eastern tribes’ land. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 16:36; 1 Chronicles 29:20; Psalm 106:48

34 The Reubenites and Gadites named the altar “Ed,” meaning “witness,” because it is a reminder that the Lord is God for both sides. 

 Cross References: Genesis 31:47; Genesis 21:30; Joshua 24:27

Key Lessons from Joshua 22

1.  Unity Requires Communication – A potential civil war was avoided because both sides chose to speak and listen before acting in violence (Proverbs 15:1). 2.  Intentions Matter to God – Though the altar seemed suspicious, the true motive was to preserve unity and honor God— not rebel (1

Samuel 16:7). 3.  Fear Can Lead to Faithful Action – The eastern tribes feared disconnection from worship and responded by building a memorial —not an idol (Hebrews 10:25). 4.  Guarding Future Generations – They built a lasting witness to ensure their descendants would remember their covenant with God (Deuteronomy 6:6–9). 5.  Leadership Must Be Wise and Just – Phinehas showed how good leadership can stop division and restore peace through truth and discernment (James 3:17–18). 

Joshua Chapter 23 Crawford Standard Bible

Joshua’s Final Address (Verses 1–2)

1 A long time passed after the Lord had given Israel peace from all their surrounding enemies. By then, Joshua was very old. 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:44; Joshua 13:1; Joshua 24:29

2 Joshua called together all the leaders of Israel—the elders, heads of tribes, judges, and officers—and said, “I am now an old man. 

 Cross References: Joshua 24:1; Deuteronomy 31:28; Exodus 18:21

Remember What God Has Done (Verses 3–5)

3 You’ve seen all the Lord your God has done to these nations for your sake. It was the Lord your God who fought for you. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 1:30; Exodus 14:14; Joshua 10:14

4 I’ve divided up the remaining nations as your inheritance, from the Jordan to the Mediterranean Sea in the west. 

 Cross References: Joshua 13:6; Joshua 18:10; Numbers 26:55

5 The Lord your God will drive them out before you and push them back, so you can take possession of their land, just as He promised. 

 Cross References: Exodus 23:30; Deuteronomy 7:22; Joshua 13:6

Be Faithful to the Covenant (Verses 6–8)

6 So be strong! Be careful to obey everything written in the Book of the Law of Moses. Don’t turn away from it, even a little. 

 Cross References: Joshua 1:7; Deuteronomy 5:32; Deuteronomy 28:14

7 Don’t mix with the remaining nations among you. Don’t even mention the names of their gods or swear by them, serve them, or bow to them. 

 Cross References: Exodus 23:13; Deuteronomy 12:3; Psalm 16:4

8 Instead, cling tightly to the Lord your God, just as you’ve done up to now. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 10:20; Deuteronomy 11:22; Deuteronomy 13:4

God Fights for His People (Verses 9–10)

9 The Lord has driven out powerful and great nations for you. No one has been able to stand against you to this day. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 11:23; Deuteronomy 7:24; Joshua 21:44

10 One of you can chase a thousand, because the Lord your God fights for you, just as He promised. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:8; Deuteronomy 32:30; Deuteronomy 3:22

Guard Your Love for God (Verses 11–13)

11 So watch yourselves carefully—love the Lord your God. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:5; Deuteronomy 11:13; Deuteronomy 4:15

12 But if you ever turn away and join with the nations that remain among you, and intermarry with them, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 7:3; Exodus 34:16; Judges 3:6

13 know for sure that the Lord your God will no longer drive them out. They will become traps and snares for you, whips on your backs, and thorns in your eyes, until you are wiped out from this good land the Lord your God has given you. 

 Cross References: Numbers 33:55; Judges 2:3; Exodus 23:33

A Final Warning (Verses 14–16)

14 “Now I’m about to go the way of all the earth. You know in your hearts and souls that not one promise the Lord your God gave you has failed. Every one has come true. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 2:2; Joshua 21:45; 1 Kings 8:56

15 But just as every good promise has come true, so the Lord will bring every warning upon you if you break His covenant. He will destroy you from this good land He has given you. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:15; Deuteronomy 30:17; Leviticus 26:14

16 If you violate the covenant of the Lord your God and serve and worship other gods, then His anger will burn against you, and you will quickly perish from the good land He has given you.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 29:25; Deuteronomy 31:17; Deuteronomy 4:26

Key Lessons from Joshua 23

1.  God Always Keeps His Promises – Every word God spoke to Israel came to pass. He is completely faithful (Joshua 23:14; Numbers 23:19). 2.  Cling to the Lord Alone – Joshua urges Israel to remain loyal, not mixing with the nations or their gods (Deuteronomy 10:20; 2 Corinthians 6:17). 3.  Obedience Brings Blessing, Disobedience Brings Judgment – The land was theirs only as long as they followed the Lord. Sin would bring destruction (Leviticus 26:14–33; Romans 11:22). 4. 

One Can Defeat Many with God’s Help – When God is with His people, even one warrior can chase a thousand enemies (Deuteronomy 32:30; Psalm 44:5–7). 5.  Leadership Must Call People Back to Covenant Faithfulness – Joshua ends his life reminding Israel of their responsibility to obey and love the Lord (2 Peter 1:13–15). 

Joshua Chapter 24 Crawford Standard Bible

Joshua Summons the Tribes to Shechem (v. 1)

1 Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem. He called together the elders, leaders, judges, and officers of Israel, and they all came and stood before God. 

 Cross References: Genesis 12:6; Genesis 35:4; Joshua 8:30

A Reminder of God's Faithfulness (v. 2–13)

2 Joshua said to all the people, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘Long ago your ancestors, including Terah—the father of Abraham and Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates River, and they worshiped other gods. 

 Cross References: Genesis 11:31; Genesis 31:53; Nehemiah 9:7

3 But I took your father Abraham from that land and led him throughout Canaan. I gave him many descendants, including Isaac. 

 Cross References: Genesis 12:1; Genesis 17:6; Genesis 21:3

4 To Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau. I gave Esau the hill country of Seir, but Jacob and his children went down to Egypt. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 2:5; Genesis 36:8; Genesis 46:6

5 Then I sent Moses and Aaron, and I brought terrible plagues on Egypt. After that, I brought you out. 

 Cross References: Exodus 3:10; Exodus 7:1; Psalm 105:26

6 When I brought your ancestors out of Egypt, you came to the Red Sea. The Egyptians chased after them with chariots and horsemen. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:8; Exodus 14:9; Exodus 14:23

7 But when your people cried out to Me, I placed darkness between you and the Egyptians. I brought the sea crashing down on them and wiped them out. You saw it with your own eyes. Then you lived in the wilderness for many years. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:20; Exodus 14:28; Numbers 14:33

8 I brought you into the land of the Amorites east of the Jordan. They fought against you, but I gave them into your hands. You took possession of their land, and I destroyed them for you. 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:24; Deuteronomy 2:33; Deuteronomy 3:3

9 Then Balak son of Zippor, king of Moab, prepared to fight against Israel and sent for Balaam to curse you. 

 Cross References: Numbers 22:5; Deuteronomy 23:4; Micah 6:5

10 But I would not listen to Balaam. Instead, he blessed you, and I rescued you from him. 

 Cross References: Numbers 23:11; Numbers 24:10; Deuteronomy 23:5

11 Then you crossed the Jordan and came to Jericho. The people of Jericho fought against you, as did the Amorites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hittites, Girgashites, Hivites, and Jebusites. But I gave them all into your hands. 

 Cross References: Joshua 3:17; Joshua 6:2; Joshua 6:20

12 I sent hornets ahead of you to drive out your enemies—even the two kings of the Amorites. You did not do it with your own swords or bows. 

 Cross References: Exodus 23:28; Deuteronomy 7:20; Psalm 44:3

13 I gave you land you didn’t work for and cities you didn’t build. You live in them and eat from vineyards and olive groves you didn’t plant.’” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:11; Deuteronomy 8:9; Nehemiah 9:25

Joshua’s Call to Commitment (v. 14–28)

14 “Now fear the Lord and serve Him with all sincerity and faithfulness. Throw away the gods your ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 10:12; 1 Samuel 12:24; Genesis 35:2

15 But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose today whom you will serve—whether the gods your ancestors served or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you live. 

As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 18:21; Deuteronomy 30:19; Exodus 32:26

16 The people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the Lord and serve other gods! 

 Cross References: Judges 10:10; 1 Samuel 12:10; Joshua 24:18

17 It was the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors out of slavery in Egypt. He performed great signs before our eyes and protected us all along the way and among all the nations we passed. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:2; Deuteronomy 6:21; Exodus 13:3

18 The Lord drove out all the nations before us, including the Amorites. So we too will serve the Lord, for He is our God.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 24:12; Judges 6:10; Exodus 6:7

19 But Joshua warned them, “You are not able to serve the Lord, for He is a holy and jealous God. 

He will not forgive your rebellion and sins. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:5; Exodus 34:14; Deuteronomy 4:24

20 If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, He will turn against you, bring disaster upon you, and destroy you—even after doing you good.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:20; Deuteronomy 31:17; Judges 2:14

21 But the people insisted, “No! We will serve the Lord.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 24:16; Joshua 24:18; Exodus 24:3

22 Then Joshua said, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen to serve the Lord.” 

They replied, “We are witnesses.” 

 Cross References: Ruth 4:9; Isaiah 43:10; Joshua 24:27

23 “Then get rid of the foreign gods among you and turn your hearts fully to the Lord, the God of Israel,” Joshua said. 

 Cross References: Genesis 35:2; 1 Samuel 7:3; Judges 10:16

24 And the people answered, “We will serve the Lord our God and obey His voice.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 19:8; Exodus 24:7; Deuteronomy 5:27

25 So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day at Shechem. He gave them laws and commands. 

 Cross References: Exodus 24:8; Deuteronomy 29:1; Exodus 15:25

26 He recorded these words in the Book of the Law of God. Then he took a large stone and set it up under the oak tree near the sanctuary of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 31:24; Genesis 35:4; Exodus 24:4

27 “This stone will be a witness against us,” Joshua said. “It has heard all the words the Lord spoke to us. It will be a witness against you if you are unfaithful to your God.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 31:48; Deuteronomy 31:19; Joshua 22:27

28 Then Joshua sent the people away, each to their own land. 

 Cross References: Joshua 22:6; Judges 2:6; 1 Samuel 10:25

The Deaths of Joshua and Eleazar (v. 29–33)

29 After these things, Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died at the age of 110. 

 Cross References: Judges 2:8; Deuteronomy 34:5; Joshua 1:1

30 They buried him in the land he inherited at Timnath-serah, in the hill country of Ephraim, north of Mount Gaash. 

 Cross References: Judges 2:9; Joshua 19:50; Genesis 50:5

31 Israel served the Lord throughout the lifetime of Joshua and the elders who outlived him—those who had personally seen all the great things the Lord had done for Israel. 

 Cross References: Judges 2:7; Judges 2:10; Deuteronomy 11:7

32 The bones of Joseph, which the Israelites had brought from Egypt, were buried at Shechem in the land Jacob had bought from the sons of Hamor for a hundred pieces of silver. That land became the inheritance of Joseph’s descendants. 

 Cross References: Genesis 50:25; Exodus 13:19; Genesis 33:19

33 Eleazar son of Aaron also died. He was buried at Gibeah, a town in the hill country of Ephraim that had been given to his son Phinehas. 

 Cross References: Numbers 20:28; Numbers 25:7; 1 Chronicles 6:4

Key Lessons from Joshua 24

1.  God’s Faithfulness Should Fuel Our Loyalty – God reminded Israel of everything He had done—from Abraham to the conquest of Canaan— so they would respond with obedience and gratitude (v. 2–13). 2.  Commitment Must Be Intentional – Joshua challenged the people to make a clear decision: “Choose this day whom you will serve” (v. 15). True faith isn’t passive. 3.  Family Faith Starts at Home – Joshua declared, “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” (v. 15). 

Personal and family devotion is the foundation of national faithfulness. 4.  God Desires Exclusive Worship – God is holy and jealous. He does not tolerate divided loyalties or idolatry (v. 19–20; Exodus 34:14). 5.  Witnesses and Reminders Help Keep Us Accountable – Joshua set up a stone and wrote down the covenant to serve as a physical and written witness to the people’s promise (v. 

26–27). 6.  Leadership Leaves a Legacy – Israel remained faithful while Joshua and the elders who

knew God’s works were alive (v. 31). Godly leadership impacts future generations. 

Purpose of the Book

The purpose of Judges is to show what happens when God's people forsake His covenant, compromise with the world, and live according to what is “right in their own eyes” (Judges 17:6; 21:25). It is a sobering book of decline, rebellion, and deliverance—demonstrating the faithfulness of God despite the unfaithfulness of His people. 

Major Themes

• Moral and Spiritual Decline: Israel falls into deeper sin with each generation. 

• The Cycle of the Judges: Sin → Oppression → Repentance → Deliverance → Peace → 

Repeat. 

• God’s Grace and Faithfulness: Despite repeated rebellion, God raises up deliverers when His people cry out. 

• The Need for a Righteous King: The repeated line, “every man did what was right in his own eyes,” reveals the need for righteous leadership, foreshadowing the coming kingship of David—

and ultimately Christ. 

• Compromise Is Costly: Israel’s failure to fully drive out the Canaanites led to idolatry, intermarriage, and national instability. 

Key Figures

• Othniel – The first judge; a model of righteousness and courage. 

• Deborah and Barak – A prophetess and general who led Israel to victory. 

• Gideon – The reluctant warrior who defeated Midian with 300 men. 

• Jephthah – A tragic figure known for a foolish vow. 

• Samson – A Nazirite judge with great strength and great weakness. 

Spiritual Significance

Judges illustrates what happens when a generation forgets God (Judges 2:10). It’s a mirror held up to modern society, showing the dangers of spiritual compromise, moral relativism, and disobedience. Yet amid the chaos, God's mercy shines, proving He is still the covenant-keeping God. 

Christ in the Book of Judges

Though Christ is not named in Judges, the repeated deliverers serve as types (foreshadowings) of Jesus Christ—the ultimate Deliverer who would come not just to free Israel from human oppressors, but to save all people from sin, death, and Satan. 

Outline of the Book of Judges

1.  Introduction and Failure to Conquer – Chapters 1–2

2.  Cycle of the Judges Begins – Chapters 3–16

3.  Spiritual and Moral Collapse – Chapters 17–21

Key Verse

Judges 21:25 (CSB) – “In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did whatever seemed right in their own eyes.” 

Key Lesson

When people abandon the Word of God, society unravels. Without true spiritual leadership, the human heart drifts toward chaos, compromise, and corruption. But when we repent and return to God, He is always ready to rescue and restore. 

Judges Chapter 1

Crawford Standard Bible

Who Will Go First? (1:1–2)

1 After Joshua died, the Israelites asked the Lord, “Who should lead the attack against the Canaanites first?” 

 Cross References: Joshua 1:1; Numbers 27:21; Judges 20:18

2 The Lord replied, “Judah shall go up first. I have handed the land over to him.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 49:8; Numbers 2:3; Joshua 1:2

Judah and Simeon Join Forces (1:3–8)

3 Judah said to Simeon his brother, “Come help me fight for my territory, and I’ll help you fight for yours.” So Simeon went with him. 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:1; Joshua 19:9; Genesis 29:33

4 When Judah attacked, the Lord gave them victory over the Canaanites and Perizzites, and they killed 10,000 men at Bezek. 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:8; Deuteronomy 7:24; Joshua 11:8

5 They found Adoni-bezek there and fought him, defeating the Canaanites and Perizzites. 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:3; Judges 1:6; Judges 1:7

6 Adoni-bezek fled, but they chased and captured him and cut off his thumbs and big toes. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:7; 1 Samuel 15:33; Judges 1:7

7 Adoni-bezek said, “Seventy kings with no thumbs and big toes used to pick up scraps under my table. Now God has paid me back for what I did.” They took him to Jerusalem, where he died. 

 Cross References: Galatians 6:7; Obadiah 1:15; Matthew 7:2

8 Then the people of Judah attacked and captured Jerusalem. They killed its people with the sword and set the city on fire. 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:63; 2 Samuel 5:6; Joshua 10:1

Further Conquests of Judah and Caleb (1:9–15)

9 Afterward, Judah went to fight the Canaanites living in the hill country, the Negev, and the lowlands. 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:40; Joshua 11:16; Deuteronomy 1:7

10 They attacked the Canaanites in Hebron (formerly called Kirjath-arba) and killed Sheshai, Ahiman, and Talmai. 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:22; Joshua 15:14; Joshua 14:15

11 Then they went to attack the city of Debir (formerly Kirjath-sepher). 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:15; Joshua 10:38; Joshua 15:49

12 Caleb said, “Whoever captures Kirjath-sepher, I’ll give him my daughter Achsah as a wife.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:16; Joshua 14:6; Joshua 14:9

13 Othniel, son of Caleb’s younger brother Kenaz, captured it. So Caleb gave him his daughter Achsah as a wife. 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:17; Judges 3:9; Numbers 32:12

14 When she came to Othniel, she urged him to ask Caleb for a field. She got off her donkey, and Caleb asked, “What do you want?” 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:18; Genesis 24:64; Judges 1:13

15 She answered, “Give me a blessing. Since you gave me land in the Negev, give me also springs of water.” So Caleb gave her both upper and lower springs. 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:19; Genesis 33:11; Joshua 14:13

Kenites and Continued Victories (1:16–20)

16 The descendants of Moses’ father-in-law, the Kenites, went with the people of Judah from Jericho into the wilderness of Judah south of Arad, and they lived there among the people. 

 Cross References: Numbers 10:29; Exodus 18:1; Judges 4:11

17 Judah and Simeon attacked the Canaanites in Zephath and completely destroyed it. So they renamed the city Hormah. 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:3; Numbers 14:45; Deuteronomy 1:44

18 Judah also captured Gaza, Ashkelon, and Ekron with their surrounding areas. 

 Cross References: Joshua 13:3; 1 Samuel 6:17; Joshua 15:47

19 The Lord was with Judah, and they conquered the hill country. But they couldn’t drive out the people in the valley because they had iron chariots. 

 Cross References: Joshua 17:16; Judges 4:3; Joshua 1:5

20 As Moses had promised, Hebron was given to Caleb, and he drove out the three sons of Anak. 

 Cross References: Joshua 14:13; Numbers 14:24; Joshua 15:14

Failures to Drive Out the Canaanites (1:21–36)

21 The tribe of Benjamin failed to drive out the Jebusites living in Jerusalem. To this day, the Jebusites live there among them. 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:63; 2 Samuel 5:6; Joshua 18:28

22 The descendants of Joseph attacked Bethel, and the Lord was with them. 

 Cross References: Joshua 16:1; Genesis 28:19; Joshua 18:13

23 They sent spies to scout Bethel (formerly called Luz). 

 Cross References: Genesis 28:19; Joshua 18:13; Numbers 13:16

24 The spies saw a man leaving the city and said, “Show us how to get in, and we’ll spare you.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 2:12; Joshua 2:14; Joshua 6:22

25 So he showed them the way, and they attacked the city. But they let the man and his family go. 

 Cross References: Joshua 6:25; Joshua 2:13; Joshua 2:14

26 He later went to the land of the Hittites and built a city, naming it Luz, which is still its name today. 

 Cross References: Genesis 28:19; Genesis 23:10; Joshua 1:4

27 The tribe of Manasseh failed to drive out the people of Beth-shean, Taanach, Dor, Ibleam, and Megiddo and their surrounding settlements. The Canaanites continued to live in that land. 

 Cross References: Joshua 17:11; Joshua 17:12; Joshua 17:16

28 When Israel became stronger, they forced the Canaanites to work as slaves, but they didn’t completely drive them out. 

 Cross References: Joshua 17:13; Deuteronomy 7:2; Judges 2:2

29 Ephraim failed to drive out the Canaanites living in Gezer, so they lived there among them. 

 Cross References: Joshua 16:10; 1 Kings 9:16; Joshua 21:21

30 Zebulun didn’t drive out the people of Kitron or Nahalol; the Canaanites lived among them and became forced laborers. 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:15; Genesis 49:13; Joshua 21:34

31 Asher didn’t drive out the people of Accho, Sidon, Ahlab, Achzib, Helbah, Aphik, or Rehob. 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:24; Joshua 19:30; Genesis 49:20

32 So the people of Asher lived among the Canaanites. 

 Cross References: Joshua 13:4; Judges 3:3; Joshua 17:12

33 Naphtali didn’t drive out the people of Beth-shemesh or Beth-anath but lived among them. 

However, the people of Beth-shemesh and Beth-anath became their forced laborers. 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:32; Joshua 19:38; Genesis 49:21

34 The Amorites forced the tribe of Dan into the mountains and wouldn’t let them come down to the valleys. 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:47; Judges 18:1; Joshua 19:40

35 The Amorites continued to live in Mount Heres, Aijalon, and Shaalbim. But when the tribe of Joseph grew stronger, they forced the Amorites into labor. 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:42; Joshua 10:12; 1 Kings 4:9

36 The border of the Amorites extended from the ascent of Akrabbim to Sela and beyond. 

 Cross References: Numbers 34:4; Joshua 15:3; Joshua 15:1

Key Lessons from Judges 1

1.  Partial Obedience Is Still Disobedience – Many tribes failed to completely drive out the Canaanites, choosing instead to coexist or enslave them, disobeying God’s command (v. 27–36). 2. 

Victory Comes Through God's Power, Not Numbers – Judah's early victories show that God gives success when His people trust and obey (v. 2–4). 3.  God Repays Justice Justly – Adoni-bezek recognized that what he had done to others was done to him—God sees and acts justly (v. 6–7; Galatians 6:7). 4.  Courage Needs Full Commitment – Even though Judah had God's presence, they hesitated when faced with iron chariots (v. 19). Fear can weaken even strong beginnings. 5.  Faithful Individuals Still Make a Difference – Caleb and Othniel stand out as men of faith and obedience, showing that personal faithfulness matters even when the nation falters (v. 12–20). 6.  Failure to Fully Obey Has Lasting Consequences – The tribes’ compromise with the Canaanites led to spiritual decline and conflict in later chapters. What we tolerate today may control us tomorrow. 

Judges Chapter 2

Crawford Standard Bible

The Angel of the Lord Confronts Israel (2:1–5) 1 Then the angel of the Lord went up from Gilgal to Bochim and said, “I brought you out of Egypt into the land I promised your ancestors. I said, ‘I will never break My covenant with you.’

 Cross References: Exodus 3:2; Joshua 5:13; Genesis 15:18

2 And I told you, ‘You must not make covenants with the people living in this land. Instead, you must destroy their altars.’ But you didn’t obey My voice. Why have you done this? 

 Cross References: Exodus 34:12; Deuteronomy 7:2; Exodus 23:24

3 So now I declare: I will not drive them out before you. They will become thorns in your sides, and their gods will be a snare to you.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 33:55; Joshua 23:13; Exodus 23:33

4 When the angel of the Lord spoke these words to all the Israelites, the people wept aloud. 

 Cross References: Judges 20:26; Joel 2:12; Genesis 35:8

5 So they named that place  Bochim (which means “weeping”), and they offered sacrifices to the Lord there. 

 Cross References: Genesis 35:8; Judges 2:4; Leviticus 17:5

Joshua’s Generation Passes Away (2:6–10)

6 After Joshua had dismissed the people, the Israelites went to take possession of the land, each to their own inheritance. 

 Cross References: Joshua 24:28; Joshua 22:6; Joshua 22:9

7 The people served the Lord throughout the lifetime of Joshua and of the elders who outlived him—

those who had seen all the great things the Lord had done for Israel. 

 Cross References: Joshua 24:31; Joshua 23:6; Joshua 23:8

8 Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died at the age of 110. 

 Cross References: Joshua 24:29; Deuteronomy 34:5; Deuteronomy 34:7

9 They buried him in the land he had inherited at Timnath-heres, in the hill country of Ephraim, north of Mount Gaash. 

 Cross References: Joshua 24:30; Joshua 19:50; Joshua 24:29

10 After that whole generation had died, another generation grew up who neither knew the Lord nor remembered what He had done for Israel. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:7; Psalm 78:5; Exodus 1:8

Israel Abandons the Lord (2:11–15)

11 Then the Israelites did what was evil in the sight of the Lord and served the images of Baal. 

 Cross References: Judges 3:7; Judges 2:13; 1 Kings 16:31

12 They abandoned the Lord, the God of their ancestors, who had brought them out of Egypt. They went after the gods of the peoples around them. They bowed down to them and provoked the Lord’s anger. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:14; Jeremiah 2:13; Deuteronomy 8:19

13 They completely turned from the Lord and worshiped Baal and the goddess Ashtaroth. 

 Cross References: Judges 10:6; 1 Samuel 7:4; 1 Samuel 12:10

14 So the Lord burned with anger against Israel. He handed them over to raiders who plundered them. He sold them to their enemies all around them so that they could no longer stand against their enemies. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:25; Psalm 106:40; Psalm 106:41

15 Wherever they went out to battle, the Lord was against them, just as He had warned. And they were in great distress. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:17; Deuteronomy 28:15; Deuteronomy 31:17

The Lord Sends Judges (2:16–19)

16 Then the Lord raised up judges to rescue the Israelites from those who plundered them. 

 Cross References: Judges 3:9; Nehemiah 9:27; 1 Samuel 12:11

17 But the Israelites did not listen to their judges. Instead, they prostituted themselves with other gods and worshiped them. They quickly turned away from the path their ancestors had walked—those who obeyed the Lord’s commands. They did not follow that example. 

 Cross References: Judges 2:19; Exodus 34:15; Psalm 106:39

18 Whenever the Lord raised up a judge for them, He was with that judge and saved the people from their enemies while the judge lived. The Lord took pity on them when they groaned under their oppression and suffering. 

 Cross References: Exodus 2:24; Judges 2:16; Psalm 106:44

19 But when the judge died, the people returned to their corrupt ways, behaving worse than before. 

They chased after other gods, served them, and bowed down to them. They refused to give up their evil practices and stubborn ways. 

 Cross References: Judges 2:17; 2 Peter 2:20; Psalm 78:57

God Leaves Nations to Test Israel (2:20–23)

20 So the Lord burned with anger against Israel and said, “Because this people has broken My covenant, which I commanded their ancestors, and has not obeyed Me, Cross References: Deuteronomy 29:25; Joshua 23:16; Deuteronomy 31:16

21 I will no longer drive out the nations Joshua left when he died. 

 Cross References: Joshua 23:13; Judges 2:3; Numbers 33:55

22 I will use them to test Israel and see whether they will follow My ways as their ancestors did.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 8:2; Judges 3:1; Judges 3:4

23 So the Lord allowed those nations to remain. He did not drive them out quickly or give them into Joshua’s hands. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 7:22; Exodus 23:29; Joshua 13:1

Key Lessons from Judges 2

1. God Keeps His Word, Even in Judgment The Lord had promised both blessings for obedience and consequences for rebellion. Israel’s choices brought hardship—but even then, God’s justice was righteous (v. 1–3, 14–15). 2. One Generation Can Change Everything The generation that followed Joshua did not know the Lord. Failure to pass on faith can lead to national and spiritual collapse (v. 10). 3. Compromise Is the Gateway to Idolatry Israel’s refusal to destroy altars and drive out pagan nations opened the door to full-scale idolatry (v. 2, 11–13). 4. God’s Mercy Shows Through Deliverers Though the people repeatedly turned from God, He still raised up judges to rescue them—proof of His enduring mercy (v. 16–18). 5. Repentance Must Be Genuine and Lasting The people cried, but they did not change. Real repentance requires more than emotion—it demands obedience (v. 17, 19). 6. Testing Reveals the Heart God allowed pagan nations to remain as a test. Trials often show whether we truly love God or just love His blessings (v. 22). 
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God Tests Israel Through Remaining Nations (3:1–6)

1 These are the nations the Lord left to test the Israelites who had not experienced the wars of Canaan. 

 Cross References: Judges 2:22; Judges 2:23; Deuteronomy 8:2

2 He did this to teach warfare to the generations of Israelites who had no battle experience. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 8:2; Psalm 144:1; Deuteronomy 17:16

3 The nations included the five rulers of the Philistines, all the Canaanites, the Sidonians, and the Hivites living in the mountains of Lebanon—from Mount Baal-hermon to the entrance of Hamath. 

 Cross References: Joshua 13:3; 1 Samuel 6:17; Joshua 11:3

4 These were left to test Israel, to see whether they would obey the Lord’s commands given through Moses. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 8:2; Judges 2:22; Deuteronomy 13:3

5 The Israelites lived among the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites. 

 Cross References: Exodus 3:8; Deuteronomy 7:1; Genesis 15:19

6 They married their daughters and gave their own daughters to the sons of these nations—and began serving their gods. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 7:3; Exodus 34:16; 1 Kings 11:1

Othniel, Israel’s First Judge (3:7–11)

7 The Israelites did what was evil in the Lord’s sight. They forgot the Lord their God and served the images of Baal and the Asherah poles. 

 Cross References: Judges 2:11; Judges 2:13; Deuteronomy 8:11

8 So the Lord burned with anger against Israel and handed them over to King Cushan-rishathaim of Mesopotamia. Israel served him for eight years. 

 Cross References: Judges 2:14; Deuteronomy 28:48; Deuteronomy 28:25

9 But when the Israelites cried out to the Lord, He raised up a deliverer for them—Othniel, son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother. 

 Cross References: Judges 1:13; Judges 2:16; Exodus 2:23

10 The Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and he became Israel’s judge. He went to war, and the Lord gave him victory over Cushan-rishathaim. 

 Cross References: Judges 6:34; Judges 11:29; Judges 14:6

11 Then the land had peace for forty years, until Othniel son of Kenaz died. 

 Cross References: Judges 3:30; Judges 5:31; Judges 8:28

Ehud the Left-Handed Deliverer (3:12–30)

12 Once again the Israelites did evil in the Lord’s sight. So the Lord strengthened Eglon king of Moab to defeat Israel, because they had done evil. 

 Cross References: Judges 3:7; Numbers 22:1; Judges 2:19

13 Eglon joined forces with the Ammonites and Amalekites. They defeated Israel and took possession of the City of Palms (Jericho). 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 34:3; Judges 3:29; Numbers 22:4

14 Israel served Eglon, king of Moab, for eighteen years. 

 Cross References: Judges 3:8; Deuteronomy 28:48; Judges 3:12

15 But when the Israelites cried out to the Lord, He raised up a deliverer—Ehud son of Gera, a left-handed man from the tribe of Benjamin. The Israelites sent him to deliver a tribute to King Eglon of Moab. 

 Cross References: Judges 20:16; Judges 3:9; 1 Chronicles 12:2

16 Ehud made a double-edged dagger, about a foot and a half long, and strapped it to his right thigh under his clothes. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 4:12; Psalm 149:6; Judges 3:21

17 He brought the tribute to Eglon, who was an extremely fat man. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 15:32; Judges 3:15; Judges 3:18

18 After presenting the tribute, Ehud sent the men who carried it back home. 

 Cross References: Genesis 43:11; Judges 3:17; Genesis 32:13

19 But Ehud turned back at the stone carvings near Gilgal and said, “I have a secret message for you, O king.” Eglon said, “Quiet!” and sent all his attendants away. 

 Cross References: Joshua 4:19; Judges 3:26; Joshua 4:20

20 Ehud approached Eglon as he was sitting alone in his upstairs cool room. Ehud said, “I have a message from God for you.” As the king rose from his seat, 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 20:9; Judges 3:19; 2 Samuel 20:10

21 Ehud reached with his left hand, drew the dagger from his right thigh, and thrust it into Eglon’s belly. 

 Cross References: Judges 3:15; 2 Samuel 20:10; Judges 3:16

22 The handle sank in after the blade, and the fat closed over it. Ehud did not pull the dagger out, and the dirt came out. 

 Cross References: Judges 3:17; 1 Samuel 25:37; Judges 3:21

23 Then Ehud escaped through the porch, shutting and locking the doors of the upper room behind him. 

 Cross References: Judges 3:24; Judges 3:25; Judges 3:26

24 After he left, Eglon’s servants returned and found the doors locked. They thought, “He must be relieving himself in the cool room.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 24:3; Judges 3:23; Judges 3:25

25 They waited until they were embarrassed, but still he didn’t open the doors. So they got a key, opened them, and found their king dead on the floor. 

 Cross References: Judges 3:23; Judges 3:24; 1 Kings 1:41

26 While they delayed, Ehud escaped, passed the stone idols, and reached Seirah. 

 Cross References: Judges 3:19; Judges 3:29; Joshua 4:19

27 When he arrived, he blew the ram’s horn in the hill country of Ephraim. Then the Israelites went down with him from the hill country, and he led them. 

 Cross References: Judges 6:34; Judges 3:28; 1 Samuel 13:3

28 “Follow me,” he said, “for the Lord has given you victory over Moab!” So they followed him, took control of the shallow crossings of the Jordan River opposite Moab, and didn’t let anyone

escape. 

 Cross References: Judges 7:24; Joshua 2:7; Judges 12:5

29 At that time they struck down about ten thousand strong and able-bodied Moabite men. Not a single one escaped. 

 Cross References: Judges 1:4; Judges 20:46; Judges 8:10

30 So Moab was subdued under Israel that day, and the land had rest for eighty years. 

 Cross References: Judges 3:11; Judges 3:14; Joshua 11:23

Shamgar Strikes the Philistines (3:31)

31 After Ehud came Shamgar son of Anath. He killed 600 Philistines with an ox goad, and he too delivered Israel. 

 Cross References: Judges 5:6; 1 Samuel 13:21; Judges 15:16

Key Lessons from Judges 3

1. God Uses Trials to Teach and Test The remaining nations in Canaan served as tools to train and test Israel’s faith and obedience (v. 1–4). 2. Compromise Leads to Corruption By living with and intermarrying the pagan nations, Israel quickly adopted their false gods (v. 5–7). 3. God Is Merciful to the Repentant Though Israel repeatedly sinned, when they cried out, God responded with compassion and deliverance (v. 9, 15). 4. God Uses Unlikely People Ehud was left-handed—a rarity in ancient times and a symbol of weakness. Yet God used him strategically and powerfully (v. 15–21; 1 Corinthians 1:27). 5. One Person’s Courage Can Inspire a Nation Ehud's boldness sparked a national uprising and victory. Courage often begins with one faithful step (v. 27–28). 6. God's Deliverance Brings Peace—When We Obey Each time Israel turned back to God and followed the judge, the land had peace—first 40 years with Othniel, then 80 years with Ehud (v. 11, 30). 
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Israel Again Turns from the Lord (4:1–3)

1 After Ehud died, the Israelites again did evil in the Lord’s sight. 

 Cross References: Judges 3:12; Judges 2:19; Judges 3:7

2 So the Lord handed them over to King Jabin of Canaan, who ruled in Hazor. His army commander was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-hagoyim. 

 Cross References: Joshua 11:1; Joshua 11:10; Judges 4:23

3 Because Sisera had 900 iron chariots and cruelly oppressed the Israelites for twenty years, they cried out to the Lord for help. 

 Cross References: Judges 1:19; Joshua 17:16; Psalm 20:7

Deborah the Prophetess and Judge (4:4–5)

4 At that time, Deborah, a prophetess and the wife of Lapidoth, was judging Israel. 

 Cross References: Exodus 15:20; 2 Kings 22:14; Micah 6:4

5 She held court under the Palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim. The Israelites came to her to settle their disputes. 

 Cross References: Exodus 18:13; Genesis 35:8; 1 Samuel 7:16

God’s Command to Barak (4:6–10)

6 One day she sent for Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali. She said, “Hasn’t the Lord, the God of Israel, commanded you: ‘Go, gather 10,000 men from Naphtali and Zebulun and lead them to Mount Tabor’? 

 Cross References: Hebrews 11:32; Judges 4:14; Judges 5:1

7 ‘I will lead Sisera, the commander of Jabin’s army, with his chariots and troops to the Kishon River, and I will hand him over to you.’” 

 Cross References: Judges 5:21; Psalm 83:9; Judges 4:13

8 Barak replied, “If you go with me, I will go. But if you won’t go with me, I won’t go.” 

 Cross References: Judges 4:9; Numbers 22:38; Judges 4:14

9 She answered, “I will certainly go with you. But because of the way you are going about this, the honor will not be yours—for the Lord will hand Sisera over to a woman.” So Deborah went with Barak to Kedesh. 

 Cross References: Judges 4:21; Judges 9:53; Judges 5:24

10 Barak summoned the tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali to Kedesh, and 10,000 men followed him. 

Deborah also went with him. 

 Cross References: Judges 5:18; Judges 4:6; Numbers 1:30

Heber the Kenite Separates from His People (4:11)

11 Now Heber the Kenite, a descendant of Hobab (Moses’ father-in-law), had moved away from the other Kenites and pitched his tent by the oak of Zaanaim, near Kedesh. 

 Cross References: Judges 1:16; Numbers 10:29; Exodus 18:1

The Battle at Kishon (4:12–16)

12 When Sisera heard that Barak had gone up to Mount Tabor, 

 Cross References: Judges 4:6; Judges 4:7; Judges 4:13

13 he summoned his 900 iron chariots and all his men from Harosheth-hagoyim to the Kishon River. 

 Cross References: Judges 4:3; Judges 5:19; Judges 5:20

14 Then Deborah said to Barak, “Get ready! Today the Lord will give you victory over Sisera. The Lord is marching ahead of you!” So Barak led his 10,000 men down Mount Tabor into battle. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 9:3; Joshua 10:11; Psalm 68:7

15 The Lord threw Sisera and all his chariots and army into a panic before Barak. Sisera jumped down from his chariot and fled on foot. 

 Cross References: Judges 5:20; Judges 5:21; Exodus 14:24

16 Barak pursued the chariots and army as far as Harosheth-hagoyim, and all Sisera’s troops were killed. Not one was left alive. 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:10; Judges 4:2; Judges 4:24

Jael’s Deadly Deception (4:17–22)

17 Meanwhile, Sisera fled on foot to the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite. There was peace between Jabin and Heber’s family. 

 Cross References: Judges 4:11; Judges 5:24; Genesis 18:4

18 Jael came out to meet Sisera and said, “Come in, my lord. Don’t be afraid.” So he entered her tent, and she covered him with a blanket. 

 Cross References: Genesis 18:4; Judges 4:19; Judges 4:21

19 He said, “Please give me a little water to drink.” Instead, she gave him some milk and covered him again. 

 Cross References: Judges 5:25; Genesis 18:8; Judges 4:18

20 He said, “Stand at the door of the tent. If anyone comes and asks if someone is here, say no.” 

 Cross References: Judges 4:17; Judges 4:18; Judges 4:21

21 But while he was asleep from exhaustion, Jael quietly took a tent peg and a hammer and drove the peg through his temple into the ground—and he died. 

 Cross References: Judges 5:26; Judges 4:9; Judges 5:27

22 Just then Barak came looking for Sisera. Jael went out to meet him and said, “Come, I will show you the man you are looking for.” He went into her tent, and there was Sisera—dead, with the tent peg through his temple. 

 Cross References: Judges 4:9; Judges 5:28; Judges 4:21

God Brings Victory Over Jabin (4:23–24)

23 So on that day, God subdued King Jabin of Canaan before the Israelites. 

 Cross References: Joshua 11:1; Joshua 11:10; Judges 4:2

24 From that point on, Israel became stronger and stronger until they finally destroyed King Jabin. 

 Cross References: Joshua 11:10; Joshua 11:11; Judges 4:23

Key Lessons from Judges 4

1. God Raises Up Unlikely Leaders – Deborah, a woman and a prophetess, led Israel in a time of crisis, showing that God can use anyone who listens and obeys (v. 4–5). 2. Fear Can Diminish Honor – Barak’s hesitation to go without Deborah led to his victory being shared with Jael (v. 8–9). 

Fear often leads us to miss the full blessing of obedience. 3. God Goes Before His People in Battle

– Deborah encouraged Barak with the truth that the Lord had already gone before him (v. 14). 

Victory comes from God, not our own strength. 4. Obedience Requires Bold Action – Jael acted decisively to destroy the enemy of God’s people, showing that bold obedience may be uncomfortable, but it honors God (v. 21). 5. God's Justice Is Unstoppable – Though Sisera was a mighty general with iron chariots, God delivered him into the hands of a humble woman in a tent (v. 

21–22; Psalm 33:16–17). 6. Deliverance Strengthens Future Victories – The defeat of Jabin through Deborah, Barak, and Jael marked a turning point that empowered Israel to continue defeating their enemies (v. 23–24). 
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The Song of Deborah and Barak

A Song of Praise (5:1–3)

1 Then Deborah and Barak son of Abinoam sang this song on that day: Cross References: Exodus 15:1; Exodus 15:20; Revelation 15:3

2 “Praise the Lord! Israel’s leaders led, and the people volunteered freely. Bless the Lord! 

 Cross References: Psalm 110:3; 2 Chronicles 17:16; Judges 5:9

3 Listen, kings and princes! I, yes I, will sing to the Lord. I will make music to the Lord, the God of Israel.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 2:10; Exodus 15:1; 1 Chronicles 16:9

God’s Power Remembered (5:4–5)

4 “Lord, when You went out from Seir, when You marched from Edom’s fields, the earth shook, the skies poured rain, and the clouds dropped water. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 33:2; Psalm 68:7; Habakkuk 3:3

5 The mountains melted before the Lord—yes, even Mount Sinai—before the Lord, the God of Israel.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 68:8; Exodus 19:18; Micah 1:4

Dark Days Before Deborah (5:6–8)

6 “In the days of Shamgar son of Anath, and in the days of Jael, people avoided the main roads; travelers took winding paths. 

 Cross References: Judges 3:31; Lamentations 1:4; Isaiah 33:8

7 Village life in Israel ceased until I, Deborah, arose—a mother in Israel. 

 Cross References: Judges 4:4; Judges 4:5; Isaiah 3:12

8 When Israel chose new gods, war came to the city gates. Was there a shield or spear among 40,000

in Israel?” 

 Cross References: Judges 2:12; Deuteronomy 32:17; 1 Samuel 13:22

Call to Worship and Remember (5:9–12)

9 “My heart is with Israel’s leaders and volunteers. Praise the Lord! 

 Cross References: Judges 5:2; 2 Chronicles 17:16; Judges 5:13

10 You who ride on white donkeys, sit on fine blankets, or walk along the road, think about this! 

 Cross References: Judges 10:4; Judges 12:14; Zechariah 9:9

11 Listen to the voices of singers at the watering places. They recount the righteous acts of the Lord, the victories of His villagers in Israel. Then the Lord’s people marched down to the city gates. 

 Cross References: Psalm 105:2; 1 Samuel 12:7; Psalm 78:4

12 ‘Wake up, Deborah! Wake up and sing! Arise, Barak, and take your captives, son of Abinoam!’” 

 Cross References: Psalm 57:8; Ephesians 4:8; Judges 4:6

Israel’s United Response (5:13–15a)

13 “Then the survivors came down, the Lord’s people marched down against the nobles. 

 Cross References: Judges 5:11; Psalm 68:11; Psalm 68:12

14 From Ephraim came those rooted in Amalek; Benjamin followed with your people. From Makir (Manasseh) came commanders, and from Zebulun came those who write with pens. 

 Cross References: Judges 12:15; Genesis 49:14; Numbers 32:39

15 The princes of Issachar were with Deborah; Issachar was with Barak. They rushed into the valley behind him.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 49:14; Judges 5:16; 1 Chronicles 12:32

Tribes That Held Back (5:15b–18)

16 15b “But in the tribe of Reuben there was much indecision. 16 Why did you stay by the sheep pens, listening to the flocks? Reuben couldn’t decide. 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:1; Genesis 49:3; Judges 5:15

17 Gilead stayed across the Jordan. Dan lingered with his ships. Asher stayed on the coast, sitting by the harbors. 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:29; Judges 18:1; Genesis 49:13

18 But Zebulun and Naphtali risked their lives on the battlefield.” 

 Cross References: Judges 4:10; Genesis 49:21; Judges 4:6

God Fights from Heaven (5:19–22)

19 “Kings came and fought—the kings of Canaan fought at Taanach near Megiddo’s waters—but they took no treasure of silver. 

 Cross References: Joshua 12:21; Judges 4:13; Judges 4:16

20 From heaven the stars fought; their paths in the sky battled Sisera. 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:11; Judges 4:15; Psalm 68:8

21 The river Kishon swept them away—the ancient river! March on, my soul, in strength! 

 Cross References: Judges 4:7; Judges 4:15; Psalm 83:9

22 The horses’ hooves pounded—galloping, galloping by his mighty steeds.” 

 Cross References: Judges 5:19; Job 39:19; Nahum 3:2

Curse of Meroz, Blessing of Jael (5:23–27)

23 “‘Curse Meroz,’ said the angel of the Lord. ‘Curse its people bitterly, for they did not come to help the Lord against the mighty.’

 Cross References: Judges 5:2; 1 Samuel 17:47; Deuteronomy 20:4

24 Most blessed of women is Jael, wife of Heber the Kenite—blessed among tent-dwelling women. 

 Cross References: Judges 4:17; Judges 4:21; Luke 1:42

25 Sisera asked for water; she gave him milk. She brought cream in a noble dish. 

 Cross References: Judges 4:19; Genesis 18:8; Judges 5:26

26 She reached for a tent peg, took a hammer, struck Sisera, crushed his head, pierced his temples. 

 Cross References: Judges 4:21; Judges 9:53; Psalm 68:21

27 He collapsed at her feet—he sank and fell. Where he sank, there he died.” 

 Cross References: Judges 4:21; Judges 4:22; Psalm 68:21

Sisera’s Mother Waits in Vain (5:28–30)

28 “Sisera’s mother looked out the window, cried through the lattice, ‘Why is his chariot delayed? 

Why is his horse’s pace so slow?’

 Cross References: 2 Kings 9:30; Judges 4:15; Judges 4:16

29 Her wise ladies answered her, and she repeated their words: Cross References: Judges 5:30; Proverbs 14:1; Judges 5:28

30 ‘They’re dividing the loot—every man a woman or two. Sisera gets fancy robes—embroidered garments for his neck.’” 

 Cross References: Exodus 15:9; Psalm 68:12; Judges 5:29

Victory and Peace (5:31)

31 “So let all Your enemies perish, O Lord! But let those who love You shine like the rising sun in strength.” Then the land had peace for forty years. 

 Cross References: Judges 3:11; Psalm 92:9; Malachi 4:2

Key Lessons from Judges 5

1. Celebrate God’s Victories – Deborah and Barak didn’t just fight the battle—they praised God afterward. Our worship should reflect the victories He gives (v. 1–3). 2. God Is Mighty Over Creation – The trembling earth and pouring skies are reminders that all creation bows before God (v. 

4–5). 3. Spiritual Decline Leads to National Weakness – When Israel abandoned God, they had no weapons, no safety, and no unity (v. 6–8). 4. True Leaders and Volunteers Are Worthy of Honor

– Those who stepped forward in faith and obedience were praised; those who hesitated were rebuked (v. 9–18). 5. God Uses the Unexpected – Jael, a non-Israelite woman in a tent, accomplished what no army could—God delights in using the humble for His glory (v. 24–27). 6. Indifference to God’s Cause Brings Judgment – Meroz was cursed not for fighting the enemy—but for  doing nothing (v. 

23; James 4:17). 7. God Is Faithful to Those Who Love Him – The final blessing in this chapter is clear: those who love the Lord will shine like the sun (v. 31; Matthew 13:43). 
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Gideon’s Call and the Midianite Oppression

Israel Turns from God Again (6:1–6)

1 The Israelites did what was evil in the Lord’s eyes. So the Lord handed them over to the Midianites for seven years. 

 Cross References: Judges 2:14; Deuteronomy 28:48; Psalm 106:41

2 The Midianites overpowered Israel, and the Israelites hid in mountain caves, dens, and strongholds to protect themselves. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 13:6; Hebrews 11:38; Isaiah 2:19

3 Whenever the Israelites planted crops, the Midianites, Amalekites, and other eastern peoples came and attacked them. 

 Cross References: Judges 3:13; Genesis 25:2; Numbers 22:4

4 They camped out and destroyed Israel’s crops all the way to Gaza. They left nothing for Israel to eat —not even sheep, oxen, or donkeys. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:33; Leviticus 26:16; Joel 1:4

5 These invaders came with their livestock and tents like a swarm of locusts. There were so many of them—including camels—that they couldn’t be counted. They came to wipe out the land. 

 Cross References: Judges 7:12; Exodus 10:4; Jeremiah 46:23

6 Israel was devastated by the Midianites. Finally, the Israelites cried out to the Lord for help. 

 Cross References: Judges 3:9; Judges 4:3; Psalm 107:6

God Sends a Prophet (6:7–10)

7 When the Israelites cried out to the Lord because of the Midianites, Cross References: Judges 3:15; Exodus 2:23; Psalm 107:13

8 the Lord sent a prophet to them. The prophet said, “This is what the Lord God of Israel says: ‘I brought you out of slavery in Egypt. 

 Cross References: Judges 4:4; 2 Kings 17:13; 1 Samuel 12:8

9 I rescued you from the Egyptians and from all who oppressed you. I drove them out and gave you their land. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:2; Joshua 24:17; Micah 6:4

10 I told you, “I am the Lord your God. Don’t worship the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you now live.” But you didn’t listen to Me.’” 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:3; Joshua 24:15; Judges 2:2

The Angel Appears to Gideon (6:11–13)

11 Then the angel of the Lord came and sat under the oak tree in Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the Abiezrite. His son Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to hide it from the Midianites. 

 Cross References: Judges 6:24; Judges 13:3; Genesis 18:1

12 The angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon and said, “The Lord is with you, mighty warrior!” 

 Cross References: Luke 1:28; Joshua 1:9; Judges 6:34

13 Gideon replied, “Please, sir, if the Lord is with us, then why has all this happened? Where are all the miracles our ancestors told us about? Didn’t the Lord bring us out of Egypt? But now He’s abandoned us and handed us over to the Midianites.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 44:1; Exodus 17:7; Judges 2:1

God Calls Gideon (6:14–16)

14 Then the Lord turned to Gideon and said, “Go in the strength you have and rescue Israel from the Midianites. I am sending you!” 

 Cross References: Exodus 3:10; Joshua 1:9; 1 Samuel 12:11

15 Gideon answered, “But Lord, how can I rescue Israel? My clan is the weakest in the tribe of Manasseh, and I’m the least important in my family.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 9:21; Exodus 3:11; 1 Corinthians 1:27

16 The Lord replied, “I will be with you. You will strike down the Midianites as if they were just one man.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 3:12; Joshua 1:5; Romans 8:31

Gideon Asks for a Sign (6:17–21)

17 Gideon said, “If You’re really going to help me, then show me a sign that it’s really You talking to me. 

 Cross References: Judges 6:36; Exodus 4:8; Isaiah 7:11

18 Please don’t leave until I come back and bring my offering to You.” The Lord said, “I’ll stay until you return.” 

 Cross References: Judges 13:15; Genesis 18:5; Genesis 18:6

19 Gideon went inside, prepared a young goat, and made bread without yeast using about twenty pounds of flour. He put the meat in a basket and the broth in a pot. Then he brought them out and offered them under the oak tree. 

 Cross References: Genesis 18:6; Judges 13:19; Genesis 18:7

20 The angel of God said, “Place the meat and the bread on this rock, and pour the broth over it.” So Gideon did. 

 Cross References: Judges 13:19; 1 Kings 18:33; 1 Kings 18:34

21 Then the angel of the Lord touched the offering with the tip of his staff, and fire rose from the rock and consumed everything. Then the angel of the Lord disappeared. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 18:38; Judges 13:20; Leviticus 9:24

Peace and a New Altar (6:22–24)

22 When Gideon realized it was an angel of the Lord, he cried out, “Oh no! Lord God, I’ve seen the angel of the Lord face to face!” 

 Cross References: Genesis 32:30; Judges 13:22; Exodus 33:20

23 But the Lord said to him, “Peace be with you. Don’t be afraid. You’re not going to die.” 

 Cross References: Daniel 10:19; Luke 1:30; John 14:27

24 So Gideon built an altar to the Lord there and called it Jehovah-Shalom, meaning “The Lord is Peace.” It still stands in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 

 Cross References: Genesis 22:14; Exodus 17:15; Judges 6:11

Gideon Tears Down Baal’s Altar (6:25–32)

25 That night the Lord said, “Take your father’s second bull, the seven-year-old one. Tear down your father’s altar to Baal and cut down the Asherah pole next to it. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 7:5; Exodus 34:13; 2 Kings 23:15

26 Then build a proper altar to the Lord your God on this high place. Use the wood from the Asherah pole to offer the bull as a burnt offering.” 


15 The people of Israel felt sorry for Benjamin because the Lord had allowed a tribe to be torn from Israel. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 6:8; Genesis 38:29; 1 Chronicles 13:11

16 The elders of the assembly asked, “What shall we do for the men who still need wives, since all the women of Benjamin are dead?” 

 Cross References: Numbers 36:6; Deuteronomy 25:5; Ruth 4:10

17 They said, “We must ensure that the tribe of Benjamin survives and keeps its inheritance in Israel.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 27:1; Numbers 36:7; Deuteronomy 25:6

18 “But we can’t give them our own daughters. We swore an oath saying, ‘Cursed is anyone who gives a wife to a Benjaminite.’” 

 Cross References: Numbers 30:2; 1 Samuel 14:24; Ecclesiastes 5:4

19 Then they said, “Wait! There is an annual festival to the Lord in Shiloh. It’s located north of Bethel, east of the highway that runs from Bethel to Shechem, and south of Lebonah.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:34; 1 Samuel 1:3; Joshua 18:1

20 So they told the Benjamites, “Go hide in the vineyards near Shiloh.” 

 Cross References: Judges 9:27; Leviticus 23:39; Song of Solomon 2:15

21 “When you see the young women of Shiloh come out to dance, jump out of the vineyards and grab one of them to be your wife. Then take her home to the land of Benjamin.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 15:20; Psalm 149:3; 1 Samuel 18:6

22 “If their fathers or brothers come to us to complain, we’ll say, ‘Please let them keep the women. 

You didn’t give them to the Benjamites directly, so you’re not guilty of breaking the oath.’” 

 Cross References: Joshua 2:17; Genesis 24:8; Deuteronomy 23:21

23 So the Benjamites did what they were told. Each one caught a wife during the festival and took her home. Then they rebuilt their towns and lived in them again. 

 Cross References: Judges 20:48; Isaiah 58:12; Amos 9:14

24 After that, the Israelites went home to their tribes and families, each returning to their own land. 

 Cross References: Joshua 24:28; Joshua 22:9; Numbers 34:13

25 In those days, Israel had no king. Everyone did whatever seemed right in their own eyes. 

 Cross References: Judges 17:6; 1 Samuel 8:5; Deuteronomy 12:8

Key Lessons from Judges Chapter 21

1.  Emotional decisions can have lasting consequences.  The Israelites’ vow not to give their daughters to Benjamin created a crisis that required a complicated and harsh solution. 2.  God shows mercy even after judgment.  Though Benjamin was nearly destroyed, God allowed the tribe to survive and rebuild. 3.  When leadership is absent, people go astray.  The final verse of the book highlights the chaos that happens when there is no godly leadership. 4.  Human solutions are often flawed.  The way Israel dealt with their oath and the Benjamite wives—though effective—was morally questionable, showing the need for divine guidance. 5.  Unity and restoration are important, but should be rooted in righteousness.  Restoring Benjamin was good, but the means should have aligned more closely with God’s standards. 

Major Themes

• Loyalty and Faithfulness: Ruth’s commitment to Naomi is one of the most powerful expressions of devotion in Scripture. 

• God’s Providence: Even when circumstances seem hopeless, God is at work behind the scenes. 

• Redemption: Boaz, as a “kinsman-redeemer,” provides a picture of Christ’s redeeming love and restoration. 

• Inclusiveness in God’s Plan: Ruth, a foreigner, is welcomed into God’s covenant community and becomes part of the Messianic line. 

• Hope in Hardship: Ruth begins with famine, death, and grief—but ends in restoration, marriage, and new life. 

Key Figures

• Ruth – A Moabite widow whose faith, courage, and humility lead her into the family of God and the ancestry of Christ. 

• Naomi – Ruth’s Israelite mother-in-law, who returns to Bethlehem grieving but finds hope again through Ruth’s loyalty and God’s provision. 

• Boaz – A wealthy, godly man who acts with integrity and compassion as the family’s kinsman-redeemer. 

Spiritual Significance

Ruth is a beautiful picture of the Gospel. Ruth, a foreigner and outsider, is brought near and redeemed

—not because of her background, but because of her faith. Boaz's role as redeemer reflects the heart of Jesus, who redeems all who come to Him in humility. This story is a powerful reminder that God’s grace is not bound by nationality, gender, or past mistakes. His plan of redemption includes the unlikely and overlooked. 

Christ in the Book of Ruth

Boaz is a clear type of Christ—the kinsman-redeemer who rescues, restores, and brings Ruth into a covenant relationship. Ruth’s inclusion in the genealogy of Jesus (Matthew 1:5) shows that the Messiah would come not just for Israel, but for all people. Her story foreshadows how Christ would redeem His bride, the Church, and bring the outsider into God’s family. 

Outline of the Book of Ruth

1. Ruth’s Decision and Loyalty – Chapter 1

2. Ruth Meets Boaz – Chapter 2

3. Ruth’s Request for Redemption – Chapter 3

4. Ruth’s Redemption and Legacy – Chapter 4

Key Verse

Ruth 1:16 (CSB) – “But Ruth replied: Don’t plead with me to abandon you or to return and not follow you. For wherever you go, I will go, and wherever you live, I will live; your people will be my people, and your God will be my God.” 

Key Lesson

God is always at work—even in our pain and obscurity. He sees the faithful. He honors the humble. 

And He redeems what is broken for His greater plan. Even in the darkest days, His providence leads to restoration and hope. 

Ruth Chapter 1 – Crawford Standard Bible

Tragedy in Moab

1 During the time when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land. A man from Bethlehem in Judah went to live for a while in the country of Moab with his wife and two sons. 

 Cross References: Judges 2:16; Genesis 12:10; Genesis 26:1

2 His name was Elimelech, his wife's name was Naomi, and his sons were Mahlon and Chilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem. They arrived in Moab and stayed there. 

 Cross References: Micah 5:2; 1 Samuel 17:12; Genesis 35:19

3 Then Elimelech died, and Naomi was left with her two sons. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 17:12; Genesis 38:11; Lamentations 1:1

4 The sons married Moabite women. One was named Orpah and the other Ruth. They lived in Moab about ten years. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 23:3; Numbers 25:1; Nehemiah 13:23

5 Then Mahlon and Chilion also died. Naomi was left without her husband or her sons. 

 Cross References: Job 1:19; Psalm 34:18; Lamentations 1:20

Naomi Returns to Judah

6 Naomi heard in Moab that the Lord had blessed His people in Judah by giving them food. So she got ready to leave with her daughters-in-law. 

 Cross References: Genesis 21:1; Exodus 4:31; Psalm 132:15

7 They left the place where they had been living and set out on the road to return to Judah. 

 Cross References: Genesis 31:17; Genesis 12:5; Hebrews 11:8

Naomi Releases Her Daughters-in-Law

8 Naomi said to her daughters-in-law, “Go back to your mothers’ homes. May the Lord treat you as kindly as you have treated me and your dead husbands.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 24:49; 2 Samuel 2:6; Proverbs 31:12

9 “May the Lord give each of you a new husband and a peaceful home.” Then she kissed them, and they cried loudly. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:9; Psalm 132:14; Matthew 11:28

10 They replied, “No, we will go back with you to your people.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 24:58; 1 Kings 19:20; Matthew 8:19

11 Naomi said, “Why would you come with me? Am I going to have more sons who could become your husbands?” 

 Cross References: Genesis 38:11; Deuteronomy 25:5; Genesis 38:8

12 “Go back, my daughters. I’m too old to marry again. Even if I had hope and got married tonight and had sons—” 

 Cross References: Genesis 18:11; Genesis 17:17; Luke 1:18

13 “Would you wait until they grew up? Would you remain unmarried for them? No, my daughters. 

My life is far more bitter than yours, because the Lord has turned against me.” 

 Cross References: Job 19:21; Job 1:21; Psalm 32:4

14 They cried again. Orpah kissed Naomi goodbye, but Ruth clung to her. 

 Cross References: Genesis 31:28; Proverbs 18:24; 2 Kings 2:2

Ruth’s Loyalty to Naomi

15 Naomi said, “Look, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and her gods. Go with her.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 24:15; Judges 11:24; 1 Kings 11:7

16 But Ruth said, “Don’t urge me to leave you or turn back. Where you go, I’ll go. Where you stay, I’ll stay. Your people will be my people, and your God will be my God.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 15:21; Matthew 8:19; 1 Kings 19:20

17 “Where you die, I will die, and there I’ll be buried. May the Lord punish me severely if anything but death separates us.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 3:17; 1 Samuel 20:13; 1 Kings 2:23

18 When Naomi saw that Ruth was determined, she stopped arguing. 

 Cross References: Luke 9:51; Acts 21:14; 1 Corinthians 15:58

Naomi and Ruth Arrive in Bethlehem

19 The two of them went on until they came to Bethlehem. When they arrived, the whole town was stirred. The women asked, “Is this Naomi?” 

 Cross References: Matthew 21:10; Micah 5:2; 1 Samuel 4:13

20 She replied, “Don’t call me Naomi. Call me Mara, because the Almighty has made my life bitter.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 15:23; Job 27:2; Job 13:26

21 “I went away full, but the Lord has brought me back empty. Why call me Naomi, when the Lord has testified against me and the Almighty has brought trouble upon me?” 

 Cross References: Job 1:21; Ecclesiastes 5:15; Job 2:10

22 So Naomi returned from Moab, accompanied by Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter-in-law. They arrived in Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley harvest. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:10; Exodus 9:31; 2 Samuel 21:9

Key Lessons from Ruth Chapter 1

1.  God works through sorrow: Even in deep loss, God's hand is at work setting up restoration and redemption. 2.  Loyalty and love matter: Ruth's commitment to Naomi reveals the heart of covenant love— faithful, selfless, and enduring. 3.  God welcomes outsiders: Ruth, a Moabite, becomes part of God’s redemptive plan, showing that faith, not nationality, defines belonging in God's family. 4. 

Bitterness isn’t the end of the story: Naomi felt abandoned, but God was still with her and had plans for her future. 5.  Faith often means stepping into the unknown: Ruth followed Naomi into a land she didn’t know, trusting in Naomi’s God. 

Ruth Chapter 2 – Crawford Standard Bible

Ruth Meets Boaz in the Field

1 Naomi had a relative on her husband’s side, a wealthy and respected man from the family of Elimelech. His name was Boaz. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:25; Deuteronomy 25:5; 1 Chronicles 2:11

2 Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, “Let me go into the fields and pick up leftover grain behind anyone who is kind enough to let me.” Naomi replied, “Go ahead, my daughter.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 19:9; Leviticus 23:22; Deuteronomy 24:19

3 So Ruth went out and began to glean in the fields behind the harvesters. As it happened, she ended up working in a field that belonged to Boaz, who was from Elimelech’s family. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 16:9; Proverbs 16:33; Psalm 37:23

Boaz Takes Notice of Ruth

4 Just then Boaz arrived from Bethlehem and greeted the harvesters. He said, “The Lord be with you!” They answered, “The Lord bless you!” 

 Cross References: Judges 6:12; Psalm 129:8; 2 Thessalonians 3:16

5 Boaz asked the foreman of his harvesters, “Who is that young woman over there?” 

 Cross References: Genesis 24:23; 1 Samuel 17:55; Genesis 29:5

6 The foreman replied, “She’s the young Moabite woman who came back with Naomi from the country of Moab. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 23:3; Genesis 19:37; Numbers 22:1

7 She asked if she could glean and gather among the sheaves behind the harvesters. She’s been working hard since this morning and has taken only a short rest.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 19:10; Proverbs 31:27; 2 Thessalonians 3:10

Boaz Shows Kindness to Ruth

8 Boaz said to Ruth, “Listen, my daughter. Don’t go and glean in another field. Stay here with my servant girls. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 19:34; Exodus 22:21; Deuteronomy 10:19

9 Watch which field they are harvesting, and follow along after them. I’ve told the young men not to bother you. When you’re thirsty, help yourself to the water the men have drawn.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 24:14; Genesis 21:19; John 4:14

10 Ruth bowed down with her face to the ground and said, “Why have I found such kindness in your eyes, that you would notice me, a foreigner?” 

 Cross References: Genesis 33:10; Exodus 33:13; 2 Samuel 9:8

11 Boaz replied, “I’ve been told all about what you have done for your mother-in-law since the death of your husband—how you left your father, mother, and homeland to live with a people you didn’t know before. 

 Cross References: Genesis 12:1; Hebrews 11:8; Psalm 45:10

12 May the Lord reward you for what you’ve done. May you receive a full reward from the Lord God of Israel, under whose wings you’ve come for refuge.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 91:4; Psalm 17:8; Matthew 23:37

13 Ruth said, “I hope I continue to find favor in your eyes, my lord. You’ve comforted me and spoken kindly to me, though I don’t even belong among your servant girls.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 50:21; Isaiah 40:2; 2 Corinthians 1:4

Ruth at Mealtime and in the Field

14 At mealtime Boaz said to her, “Come over here and eat some bread. Dip it in the vinegar.” So she sat with the harvesters. Boaz gave her roasted grain, and she ate until she was full and had some left over. 

 Cross References: Genesis 43:34; Matthew 14:20; John 6:12

15 When she got up to glean, Boaz gave orders to his men: “Let her gather even among the sheaves. 

Don’t stop her. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 14:31; Proverbs 22:9; Psalm 41:1

16 In fact, pull out some stalks from the bundles and leave them for her to pick up. Don’t scold her.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 19:9; Leviticus 23:22; Deuteronomy 24:19

Ruth Brings Home a Blessing

17 So Ruth gleaned in the field until evening. Then she threshed what she had gathered—it came to about an ephah of barley. 

 Cross References: Exodus 16:36; Judges 6:11; Deuteronomy 25:4

18 She carried it back to town, and her mother-in-law saw how much she had gathered. Ruth also gave her what she had left over from her meal. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 31:15; 2 Kings 4:42; John 6:13

19 Naomi asked, “Where did you glean today? Where did you work? May the man who took notice of you be blessed!” Ruth told her mother-in-law, “The name of the man I worked with today is Boaz.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 24:31; 2 Samuel 2:5; Job 29:13

20 Naomi said, “The Lord bless him! He has not stopped showing kindness to the living and the dead.” She continued, “That man is a close relative of ours; he’s one of our family redeemers.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:25; Deuteronomy 25:5; Proverbs 17:17

Ruth Stays Close to Boaz’s Workers

21 Ruth added, “He even told me, ‘Stay with my workers until they finish the entire harvest.’” 

 Cross References: Psalm 121:7; Psalm 37:3; Genesis 24:27

22 Naomi replied, “It’s good, my daughter, to stay with his servant girls. That way, you won’t be harmed in someone else’s field.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 26:11; Proverbs 22:3; 1 Corinthians 15:33

23 So Ruth stayed close to Boaz’s female workers and gleaned until the barley and wheat harvests were finished. And she lived with her mother-in-law. 

 Cross References: Exodus 34:22; Leviticus 23:15; Deuteronomy 16:9

Key Lessons from Ruth Chapter 2

1.  God’s providence is often found in “coincidences”: Ruth “just happened” to end up in Boaz’s field—God’s plan is quietly unfolding behind the scenes. 2.  Kindness leaves a legacy: Boaz’s compassion was based on Ruth’s faithfulness. When we love well, others notice. 3.  God honors sacrificial choices: Ruth left everything to follow Naomi, and God rewarded her with provision and protection. 4.  Provision often comes through people: God used Boaz to bless Ruth, showing that

divine care often comes through human hands. 5.  Righteous character opens doors: Ruth’s humility and Boaz’s generosity laid the groundwork for redemption. 

Ruth Chapter 3 – Crawford Standard Bible

Naomi’s Bold Plan for Ruth

1 One day Naomi said to Ruth, “My daughter, shouldn’t I try to find a secure home for you, so that you’ll be taken care of?” 

 Cross References: Psalm 116:7; Jeremiah 6:16; Matthew 11:29

2 “Boaz, whose servant girls you’ve been working with, is a relative of ours. Tonight, he’ll be winnowing barley at the threshing floor. 

 Cross References: Judges 6:37; 1 Chronicles 21:15; 2 Samuel 24:16

3 Wash yourself, put on perfume, and get dressed in your best clothes. Then go down to the threshing floor. But don’t let him know you’re there until he’s finished eating and drinking. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 12:20; Ecclesiastes 9:8; Esther 2:12

4 When he lies down, take note of where he’s lying. Then go in, uncover his feet, and lie down there. 

He will tell you what to do.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 24:3; Proverbs 3:5; Genesis 24:58

5 Ruth replied, “I will do everything you say.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 24:7; Joshua 1:16; Exodus 19:8

Ruth Follows Naomi’s Instructions

6 So she went down to the threshing floor and did exactly what her mother-in-law told her. 

 Cross References: Exodus 40:16; Genesis 6:22; Genesis 7:5

7 After Boaz had eaten and drunk and was in good spirits, he went to lie down at the far end of the grain pile. Then Ruth came quietly, uncovered his feet, and lay down. 

 Cross References: Judges 19:6; Esther 1:10; 1 Samuel 25:36

8 Around midnight, Boaz suddenly woke up and turned over. He was startled to find a woman lying at his feet. 

 Cross References: Genesis 28:17; Job 4:14; Daniel 10:7

9 He said, “Who are you?” She answered, “I am Ruth, your servant. Spread the corner of your garment over me, since you are a family redeemer.” 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 16:8; Leviticus 25:25; Deuteronomy 25:5

Boaz Responds with Honor

10 Boaz said, “May the Lord bless you, my daughter. You’ve shown more kindness now than before, because you didn’t go after younger men, whether rich or poor. 

 Cross References: Genesis 24:27; Proverbs 31:29; 2 Samuel 2:5

11 Now don’t be afraid. I will do all you ask, because everyone in town knows that you are a woman of noble character. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 31:10; Proverbs 12:4; Isaiah 41:10

12 It’s true that I am a family redeemer, but there is another man who is more closely related than I am. 

 Cross References: Numbers 27:11; Leviticus 25:25; Deuteronomy 25:5

13 Stay here for the night. In the morning, if he wants to redeem you, good—let him do it. But if he doesn’t, as surely as the Lord lives, I will redeem you. Lie down here until morning.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 25:7; Jeremiah 4:2; 1 Samuel 19:6

Ruth Returns with a Gift

14 So she lay at his feet until morning, but got up before anyone could be recognized. Boaz said, 

“Don’t let it be known that a woman came to the threshing floor.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 1:19; Proverbs 11:13; John 3:2

15 Then he said, “Bring the shawl you’re wearing and hold it out.” She held it out, and he measured out six scoops of barley and placed it on her shoulders. Then she went back to town. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 19:36; Deuteronomy 25:15; Exodus 16:36

16 When Ruth came to her mother-in-law, Naomi asked, “How did it go, my daughter?” Ruth told her everything that Boaz had done for her. 

 Cross References: Genesis 24:66; Genesis 29:12; Luke 24:35

17 She said, “He gave me these six measures of barley and said, ‘Don’t go back to your mother-in-law empty-handed.’” 

 Cross References: Exodus 3:21; Exodus 23:15; Genesis 31:42

18 Naomi said, “Just wait, my daughter, until we see how this turns out. Boaz won’t rest until he takes care of this today.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:14; Psalm 37:7; Isaiah 30:15

Key Lessons from Ruth Chapter 3

1.  Godly counsel matters – Ruth trusted Naomi’s wisdom and followed it carefully, showing how spiritual mentorship leads to blessing. 2.  Character draws favor – Ruth’s noble conduct and Boaz’s upright response reflect the kind of relationships God honors. 3.  Waiting on God includes bold steps – Ruth didn’t passively wait for change; she took initiative under Naomi’s guidance and with integrity. 4.  Provision flows from righteousness – Boaz’s generosity and care show how the Lord

provides through people of virtue. 5.  God works behind the scenes – Even in a quiet night at a threshing floor, God's redemptive plan is unfolding. 

Ruth Chapter 4 – Crawford Standard Bible

Boaz Redeems Ruth

1 Boaz went up to the town gate and sat down. Just then, the family redeemer he had spoken of came by. Boaz called to him, “Come over here and sit down, my friend.” So he did. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 21:19; Deuteronomy 25:7; Amos 5:15

2 Boaz gathered ten of the town’s elders and said, “Sit down here.” And they did. 

 Cross References: Numbers 11:16; Deuteronomy 19:12; Exodus 18:21

3 He said to the redeemer, “Naomi, who has come back from Moab, is selling the land that belonged to our relative Elimelech. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:25; Jeremiah 32:7; Leviticus 25:14

4 I thought I should bring it to your attention. If you want to redeem it, do so in front of these elders. 

But if you don’t want to, let me know, because you’re first in line, and I’m next.” The man said, “I’ll redeem it.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 27:9; Leviticus 25:48; Jeremiah 32:8

5 Then Boaz added, “When you buy the land from Naomi, you also acquire Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of the dead man, to carry on his name and inheritance.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 25:5; Deuteronomy 25:6; Genesis 38:8

6 The redeemer replied, “Then I can’t redeem it. That would endanger my own inheritance. You redeem it yourself. I cannot.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 21:3; Numbers 36:7; Leviticus 25:25

A Legal Transaction at the Gate

7 (In those days, in Israel, it was the custom to remove one’s sandal and give it to the other party to confirm a transaction.)

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 25:9; Deuteronomy 25:7; Amos 2:6

8 So the redeemer said to Boaz, “Buy it for yourself,” and took off his sandal. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 25:9; Deuteronomy 25:10; Psalm 60:8

9 Then Boaz said to the elders and everyone there, “You are witnesses today that I have bought from Naomi everything that belonged to Elimelech, Kilion, and Mahlon. 

 Cross References: Genesis 23:17; Jeremiah 32:10; Joshua 24:22

10 I have also taken Ruth the Moabitess, Mahlon’s widow, to be my wife, so that the name of the dead will remain with his inheritance. You are all witnesses today.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 1:5; Deuteronomy 25:6; Genesis 38:9

The Blessing of the People

11 All the people at the gate and the elders said, “We are witnesses! May the Lord make the woman who is coming into your home like Rachel and Leah, who together built the nation of Israel. May you prosper in Ephrathah and be famous in Bethlehem. 

 Cross References: Genesis 29:31; Genesis 35:19; Micah 5:2

12 May your family be like the family of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah, because of the children the Lord gives you by this young woman.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 38:29; Matthew 1:3; 1 Chronicles 2:4

Ruth and Boaz Have a Son

13 So Boaz married Ruth, and the Lord enabled her to become pregnant. She gave birth to a son. 

 Cross References: Genesis 21:1; 1 Samuel 1:20; Genesis 25:21

14 The women said to Naomi, “Praise the Lord, who has not left you today without a redeemer. May his name become famous in Israel. 

 Cross References: Luke 1:58; Genesis 24:27; Psalm 113:9

15 He will renew your life and care for you in your old age, because your daughter-in-law, who loves you and is better to you than seven sons, has given him birth.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 1:8; Proverbs 31:28; Psalm 128:3

16 Naomi took the baby, held him close, and cared for him. 

 Cross References: Numbers 11:12; Isaiah 49:15; Isaiah 66:12

17 The neighbor women said, “Naomi has a son!” And they named him Obed. He became the father of Jesse, the father of David. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 16:1; 1 Samuel 17:12; Matthew 1:6

The Line of David

18 These are the generations from Perez: Perez fathered Hezron, Cross References: Genesis 46:12; 1 Chronicles 2:5; Matthew 1:3

19 Hezron fathered Ram, Ram fathered Amminadab, 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:9; 1 Chronicles 2:10; Matthew 1:4

20 Amminadab fathered Nahshon, Nahshon fathered Salmon, 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:7; 1 Chronicles 2:11; Matthew 1:4

21 Salmon fathered Boaz, Boaz fathered Obed, Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:12; Matthew 1:5; Luke 3:32

22 Obed fathered Jesse, and Jesse fathered David. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:15; Matthew 1:6; Acts 13:22

Key Lessons from Ruth Chapter 4

1.  God honors integrity and redemption – Boaz followed God's law and handled the matter legally and openly. 2.  Obedience brings blessing – Ruth and Boaz's faithfulness led to the birth of Obed, grandfather of King David. 3.  God turns sorrow into joy – Naomi went from emptiness to being filled with a grandchild and renewed hope. 4.  God’s plans reach far beyond our present – Ruth, a Moabitess, became part of the lineage of David—and ultimately Jesus. 5.  Faithfulness leaves a legacy – The actions of ordinary people living by faith created a lineage that led to the Messiah. 

Historical Context

1 Samuel takes place during a turbulent time in Israel’s history—around 1100–1000 B.C. —when the nation was morally drifting, spiritually corrupt, and politically fractured. The period follows the chaos of the book of Judges and leads into the united monarchy under Saul and David. The Philistines were rising in power, and Israel’s failure to follow God had left the nation vulnerable. God raised up Samuel as a prophet, priest, and judge to guide the people and anoint their first two kings. 

Purpose of the Book

The purpose of 1 Samuel is to show how God establishes leadership according to His will, not according to human preference. It records the rise of Samuel, the tragic reign of Saul, and the early anointing and rise of David. It is a book of transition: from theocracy (God as king) to monarchy (a human king)—but not without consequences for rejecting God’s rule. 

Major Themes

• The Sovereignty of God: God controls history and chooses leaders according to His purpose. 

• Leadership and Character: Saul was chosen for his appearance; David for his heart. 

• Obedience vs. Rebellion: God values obedience more than sacrifice (1 Samuel 15:22). 

• God’s Presence: The Ark of the Covenant represents God’s presence, and its treatment reflects Israel’s spiritual state. 

• The Role of the Prophet: Samuel sets the standard for prophetic ministry—speaking God’s word faithfully, calling for repentance, and anointing kings. 

Key Figures

• Samuel – The last judge and a faithful prophet who anoints both Saul and David. 

• Saul – Israel’s first king, tall and impressive, but spiritually disobedient and ultimately rejected by God. 

• David – A shepherd boy anointed by God to be king; a man after God’s own heart, though not yet on the throne. 

• Hannah – Samuel’s mother, whose faithful prayer and dedication sets the tone for the book’s spiritual emphasis. 

• Eli – A priest whose failure to correct his sons leads to judgment and the loss of the Ark. 

• Jonathan – Saul’s son, known for his courage and loyalty to David. 

Spiritual Significance

1 Samuel marks a spiritual and political turning point in Israel's history. It reminds readers that God is the ultimate King, and even earthly rulers must submit to His authority. It also highlights the importance of the heart, showing that leadership in God’s kingdom is not based on appearance or popularity but on faithfulness and obedience. David’s early life foreshadows the coming of Christ— the true Shepherd-King. 

Christ in 1 Samuel

While Christ is not mentioned by name, David is a type of Christ—a humble shepherd anointed to rule, rejected at first, but chosen by God. The rejection of Saul mirrors Israel’s rejection of Christ, and David’s suffering and eventual triumph foreshadow Jesus’ own path to the throne. Samuel himself resembles Christ in his prophetic, priestly, and judicial roles. 

Outline of 1 Samuel

1.  The Rise of Samuel – Chapters 1–7

2.  The Reign and Rejection of Saul – Chapters 8–15

3.  The Rise of David and Saul’s Decline – Chapters 16–31

Key Verse

1 Samuel 16:7 (CSB) –  “Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 

Key Lesson

God chooses leaders based on the heart, not appearances.  Obedience matters more than charisma, and spiritual faithfulness determines success in God's eyes. When people reject God’s leadership, they reap the consequences—but when they walk in humility and trust in Him, He raises up unlikely heroes to fulfill His purposes. 

1 Samuel Chapter 1 – Crawford Standard Bible

The Birth of Samuel

1 There was a man named Elkanah who lived in Ramah, a town in the hill country of Ephraim. He was the son of Jeroham, son of Elihu, son of Tohu, son of Zuph, and he belonged to the tribe of Ephraim. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:34; Judges 17:1; Ruth 1:1

2 Elkanah had two wives: Hannah and Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah did not. 

 Cross References: Genesis 16:1; Genesis 29:31; Genesis 30:1

3 Each year Elkanah went up from his town to worship and offer sacrifices to the Lord of Heaven’s Armies at Shiloh. The priests of the Lord there were Eli’s two sons, Hophni and Phinehas. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:5; 1 Samuel 2:12; Joshua 18:1

4 Whenever Elkanah offered a sacrifice, he gave portions of the meat to Peninnah and each of her sons and daughters. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:18; Leviticus 7:15; Nehemiah 8:10

5 But to Hannah he gave a special portion because he loved her very much, even though the Lord had closed her womb. 

 Cross References: Genesis 29:31; Genesis 30:22; Genesis 20:18

6 Peninnah would tease and provoke Hannah, trying to make her miserable because she had no children. 

 Cross References: Genesis 16:4; Genesis 30:1; Leviticus 18:18

7 This went on year after year. Whenever they went to the house of the Lord, Peninnah would taunt her until Hannah would cry and not eat. 

 Cross References: Psalm 102:9; Psalm 6:6; Lamentations 2:19

8 “Why are you crying, Hannah?” Elkanah would ask. “Why aren’t you eating? Why are you so downhearted? Don’t I mean more to you than ten sons?” 

 Cross References: Ruth 4:15; Genesis 30:15; Deuteronomy 21:15

Hannah’s Prayer for a Child

9 Once after they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh, Hannah got up. Now Eli the priest was sitting by the doorpost of the Lord’s temple. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 3:3; 1 Samuel 4:13; Psalm 84:10

10 Hannah was in deep anguish, crying bitterly as she prayed to the Lord. 

 Cross References: Psalm 6:6; Lamentations 2:19; Psalm 55:17

11 She made a vow and said, “O Lord of Heaven’s Armies, if You will look upon my sorrow and remember me, and give me a son, I will give him back to You for his entire life. And no razor will ever touch his head.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 6:5; Judges 13:5; Judges 11:30

12 As she was praying silently, Eli watched her mouth. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 1:13; Nehemiah 2:4; Psalm 19:14

13 Hannah was praying in her heart, and though her lips were moving, her voice could not be heard. 

Eli thought she was drunk. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 2:4; Psalm 5:1; Matthew 6:6

14 “How long are you going to stay drunk?” Eli asked her. “Put away your wine!” 

 Cross References: Ephesians 5:18; Proverbs 20:1; Proverbs 23:29

15 “Oh no, sir!” Hannah replied. “I haven’t been drinking wine or anything stronger. I am very discouraged, and I was pouring out my heart to the Lord.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 62:8; Philippians 4:6; Lamentations 2:19

16 “Don’t think I’m a wicked woman! I have been praying out of great anguish and sorrow.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 55:2; Psalm 142:2; 1 Peter 5:7

17 Eli answered, “Go in peace! And may the God of Israel grant your request.” 

 Cross References: Mark 5:34; 1 John 5:14; Numbers 6:26

18 “Thank you, sir,” she said. Then she went back and began to eat again, and her face was no longer sad. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 2:2; Psalm 34:5; Proverbs 15:13

Samuel’s Birth and Dedication

19 The next morning Elkanah and his family got up early and worshiped the Lord once more. Then they returned home to Ramah. When Elkanah slept with his wife Hannah, the Lord remembered her request. 

 Cross References: Genesis 30:22; Genesis 4:1; Genesis 25:21

20 In due time, Hannah became pregnant and gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel, for she said, “I asked the Lord for him.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 17:19; Genesis 29:32; Luke 1:13

21 The next year Elkanah and his family went on their annual trip to offer a sacrifice to the Lord and to keep his vow. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:6; Deuteronomy 12:11; Leviticus 7:16

22 But Hannah did not go. She told her husband, “Not until the boy is weaned. Then I will take him to the Tabernacle and leave him there with the Lord forever.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 34:23; Luke 2:22; Numbers 6:2

23 “Do what you think is best,” Elkanah agreed. “Stay here for now, and may the Lord help you keep your promise.” So Hannah stayed home and nursed the boy until he was weaned. 

 Cross References: Genesis 21:8; Numbers 30:7; Numbers 30:2

24 When the child was weaned, Hannah took him to the Tabernacle in Shiloh. They brought along a three-year-old bull for the sacrifice, a basket of flour, and some wine. The boy was still very young. 

 Cross References: Numbers 15:9; Leviticus 1:3; Exodus 29:40

25 After sacrificing the bull, they brought the boy to Eli. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 1:5; Leviticus 4:4; Genesis 22:2

26 “Sir, do you remember me?” Hannah asked. “I’m the woman who stood here praying to the Lord.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 1:11; 2 Kings 4:30; 2 Kings 4:16

27 “I asked the Lord to give me this boy, and He has granted my request!” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 1:17; Psalm 21:2; Psalm 37:4

28 “Now I am giving him to the Lord, and he will belong to the Lord his whole life.” And they worshiped the Lord there. 

 Cross References: Luke 2:27; 1 Samuel 2:11; Romans 12:1

Key Lessons from 1 Samuel Chapter 1

1.  God hears the heartfelt prayers of the brokenhearted.  Hannah’s deep anguish did not go unnoticed by heaven. 2.  Faith makes bold promises.  Hannah vowed to give her son to God before she even conceived. 3.  Spiritual persistence pays off.  Even when misunderstood or mocked, Hannah continued praying in faith. 4.  True worship includes surrender.  Hannah not only thanked God—she gave back what she had received. 

1 Samuel Chapter 2 – Crawford Standard Bible

Hannah Praises the Lord

1 Then Hannah prayed: “My heart rejoices in the Lord! The Lord has made me strong. Now I have an answer for my enemies; I rejoice because You rescued me. 

 Cross References: Luke 1:46; Psalm 18:2; Habakkuk 3:18

2 No one is holy like the Lord! There is no one besides You; There is no rock like our God. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 45:5; Exodus 15:11; Deuteronomy 32:4

3 Stop your proud talk! Let no arrogance come from your mouth, For the Lord is a God who knows everything, And He judges what people do. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 16:2; Psalm 75:5; 1 Peter 5:5

4 The bows of the mighty are broken, But the weak are made strong. 

 Cross References: Psalm 37:17; 2 Corinthians 12:9; Psalm 46:9

5 Those who were well-fed now work for food, But the hungry are no longer starving. The childless woman now has seven children, While the one with many has grown weak. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 54:1; Luke 1:53; Psalm 113:9

6 The Lord gives both death and life; He brings down to the grave and raises up. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:39; 2 Kings 5:7; Job 1:21

7 The Lord makes some people poor and others rich; He brings down and He lifts up. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 22:2; 1 Chronicles 29:12; Psalm 75:7

8 He lifts the poor from the dust And raises the needy from the garbage pile. He sets them among princes And gives them a seat of honor. For the foundations of the earth belong to the Lord, And He has set the world in place. 

 Cross References: Psalm 113:7; Luke 1:52; Psalm 107:41

9 He protects the feet of His faithful ones, But the wicked will be silenced in darkness. No one succeeds by their own strength. 

 Cross References: Psalm 121:3; Zechariah 4:6; Proverbs 2:8

10 Those who fight against the Lord will be shattered. He thunders against them from heaven. The Lord judges the whole earth. He will give strength to His king And lift up the horn of His anointed.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 2:4; Psalm 18:50; Luke 1:69

Samuel Serves in the Temple

11 Then Elkanah returned home to Ramah. But the boy Samuel stayed and served the Lord under Eli the priest. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 1:28; 1 Samuel 3:1; Exodus 33:11

The Wickedness of Eli’s Sons

12 Now Eli’s sons were scoundrels who had no respect for the Lord. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 22:16; Titus 1:16; Hosea 4:6

13 Whenever someone offered a sacrifice, the priest’s servant would come with a three-pronged fork while the meat was boiling. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 7:31; Deuteronomy 18:3; Numbers 18:8

14 He would stick the fork into the pot or pan, and whatever came up was taken for the priest. This is how they treated all the Israelites at Shiloh. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 7:34; Malachi 1:12; Malachi 2:8

15 Even before the fat was burned, the servant would demand raw meat to roast. “The priest won’t take boiled meat,” he’d say, “only raw.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 3:16; Leviticus 17:6; 1 Samuel 2:29

16 If the person said, “Wait until the fat is burned,” the servant would reply, “No, give it to me now, or I’ll take it by force.” 

 Cross References: Malachi 1:13; Numbers 18:12; Deuteronomy 18:1

17 So the sin of these young men was very serious in the Lord’s sight, because they treated the Lord’s offerings with contempt. 

 Cross References: Malachi 2:9; Hebrews 10:29; 1 Samuel 3:13

Samuel Grows in the Lord

18 But Samuel, though he was still a boy, served the Lord. He wore a linen robe like a priest. 

 Cross References: Exodus 28:4; 1 Samuel 22:18; Luke 1:80

19 Every year his mother made him a little coat and brought it to him when she came with her husband to offer the annual sacrifice. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 1:24; Proverbs 31:21; Proverbs 31:13

20 Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, saying, “May the Lord give you more children to replace the one you gave to the Lord.” Then they would return home. 

 Cross References: Ruth 4:11; Genesis 24:60; Numbers 6:24

21 And the Lord blessed Hannah. She had three more sons and two daughters. Meanwhile, Samuel grew up in the presence of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Genesis 21:1; Judges 13:24; 1 Samuel 2:26

Eli Rebukes His Sons

22 Eli was very old, and he heard everything his sons were doing to the people of Israel—including how they were sleeping with the women who served at the entrance to the Tabernacle. 

 Cross References: Exodus 38:8; 1 Samuel 2:12; 1 Timothy 3:2

23 He said to them, “Why are you doing these terrible things? Everyone keeps telling me about the evil you’re doing. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 3:13; Ephesians 6:4; Proverbs 19:18

24 Stop, my sons! These reports I hear among the Lord’s people are not good. 

 Cross References: Romans 2:24; Ezekiel 36:20; 2 Samuel 12:14

25 If one person sins against another, God may mediate for the guilty. But if someone sins against the Lord, who can intercede?” But his sons didn’t listen to their father, for the Lord had decided to bring judgment on them. 

 Cross References: Job 9:33; 1 Timothy 2:5; Joshua 11:20

The Lord’s Judgment on Eli’s House

26 Meanwhile, the boy Samuel continued to grow in stature and in favor with the Lord and with people. 

 Cross References: Luke 2:52; Proverbs 3:4; 1 Samuel 3:19

27 One day, a man of God came to Eli and said, “This is what the Lord says: Didn’t I reveal Myself to your ancestors when they were slaves in Egypt? 

 Cross References: Exodus 28:1; Leviticus 8:2; Numbers 3:10

28 Didn’t I choose your family to be My priests, to offer sacrifices on My altar and burn incense, and to wear the priestly garments before Me? Didn’t I give your family the offerings from the people of Israel? 

 Cross References: Leviticus 7:35; Exodus 29:9; Numbers 18:20

29 Why do you treat My sacrifices with such disrespect? Why do you honor your sons more than Me

—feeding yourselves with the best parts of every offering? 

 Cross References: Malachi 1:6; Deuteronomy 32:15; Malachi 1:8

30 So now the Lord, the God of Israel, declares: I promised that your family would serve Me forever. 

But now I say: I will honor those who honor Me, and I will despise those who treat Me with contempt. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 28:9; John 12:26; 1 Samuel 15:22

31 The time is coming when I will cut off your family’s strength, so no one will grow old in your house. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 2:27; 1 Samuel 4:11; Psalm 78:64

32 You will see distress in My dwelling place. Despite all the blessings I give Israel, no one in your family will live to old age. 

 Cross References: Psalm 78:60; 1 Samuel 22:19; 1 Samuel 4:18

33 Those who survive will be in sorrow and grief. Your descendants will die in their prime. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 22:20; 1 Kings 2:26; 1 Samuel 4:17

34 And to confirm this prophecy, your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, will die on the same day. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 4:11; 1 Samuel 4:17; Deuteronomy 18:22

35 Then I will raise up a faithful priest who will do everything I desire. I will establish his family, and he will serve My anointed one forever. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 2:35; Ezekiel 44:15; Psalm 132:17

36 Then everyone left in your family will come begging for food and a place in the priesthood, saying, ‘Please give me a job so I can have enough to eat.’” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 22:22; Lamentations 1:11; Ezekiel 44:10

Key Lessons from 1 Samuel Chapter 2

1.  Praise flows from answered prayer.  Hannah’s song is a model of worship and gratitude. 2.  God brings justice to the proud and lifts up the humble.  He is sovereign over every aspect of life—birth, death, riches, and honor. 3.  True worship must be holy.  Eli’s sons were condemned for their irreverence toward God’s offerings. 4.  Spiritual corruption affects the people.  Leaders who dishonor God bring harm to the community. 5.  God honors those who honor Him.  While Eli’s line was cut off, Samuel was raised up because of his faithful heart. 6.  God will always raise up faithful servants.  When one generation fails, God prepares another who will walk in His ways. 

1 Samuel Chapter 3 – Crawford Standard Bible God Calls Samuel

1 The boy Samuel served the Lord under Eli’s supervision. In those days, the Lord didn’t give many messages, and visions were rare. 

 Cross References: Amos 8:11; Psalm 74:9; Proverbs 29:18

2 One night, Eli—whose eyesight was failing—was lying in his usual place. 

 Cross References: Genesis 27:1; Genesis 48:10; 1 Samuel 4:15

3 Samuel was lying down in the Lord’s house, where the Ark of God was kept. The lamp of God had not yet gone out. 

 Cross References: Exodus 27:21; Exodus 25:22; Numbers 8:2

4 Then the Lord called out, “Samuel!” And Samuel answered, “Here I am!” 

 Cross References: Exodus 3:4; Isaiah 6:8; Genesis 22:1

5 He ran to Eli and said, “Here I am! You called me.” But Eli said, “I didn’t call you. Go back and lie down.” So Samuel went and lay down. 

 Cross References: Job 33:14; 1 Kings 19:9; John 20:14

6 Then the Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am! You called me.” But Eli said, “I didn’t call, my son. Go back and lie down.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 46:2; Acts 9:4; Numbers 22:9

7 Samuel didn’t yet know the Lord, and the Lord’s word had not yet been revealed to him. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 1:5; Galatians 1:15; John 17:3

8 The Lord called Samuel a third time. Again Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am! 

You called me.” Then Eli realized that it was the Lord calling the boy. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 19:12; 1 Corinthians 2:14; Luke 24:31

9 So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down. If He calls you again, say, ‘Speak, Lord, for Your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

 Cross References: Psalm 85:8; Luke 1:38; 1 Samuel 3:10

10 Then the Lord came and stood there and called as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, 

“Speak, for Your servant is listening.” 

 Cross References: Acts 9:6; Revelation 3:20; 1 Samuel 3:4

God’s Judgment on Eli’s Family

11 Then the Lord said to Samuel, “I’m going to do something in Israel that will make everyone who hears about it tremble. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 21:12; Jeremiah 19:3; Habakkuk 1:5

12 On that day, I will carry out all the things I warned Eli about. When I begin, I will not stop until it’s finished. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 2:31; Isaiah 55:11; Joshua 21:45

13 I told him I would judge his family forever because he knew his sons were sinning, and he didn’t stop them. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 2:29; Deuteronomy 21:18; 1 Timothy 3:4

14 So I swore that the guilt of Eli’s family will never be removed by sacrifices or offerings.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 15:31; Hebrews 10:26; 1 Samuel 2:25

Samuel Delivers the Message

15 Samuel stayed in bed until morning, then got up and opened the doors of the house of the Lord. 

But he was afraid to tell Eli what the Lord had said. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 1:6; Ezekiel 3:14; Amos 3:8

16 Then Eli called him and said, “Samuel, my son.” Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 22:7; Genesis 27:18; 1 Samuel 3:4

17 Eli asked, “What did the Lord say to you? Don’t hide it from me. May God punish you if you don’t tell me everything He said.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 7:19; Proverbs 28:13; Psalm 32:5

18 So Samuel told him everything—he didn’t hold anything back. Eli said, “It is the Lord. Let Him do what He thinks is best.” 

 Cross References: Job 1:21; 2 Samuel 15:26; 2 Kings 20:19

Samuel Becomes a Prophet

19 As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and made sure all of his words came true. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 9:6; Joshua 23:14; Luke 1:80

20 All of Israel, from Dan to Beersheba, knew that Samuel was confirmed as a prophet of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Judges 20:1; 2 Samuel 3:10; Deuteronomy 34:10

21 The Lord continued to appear at Shiloh, and He revealed Himself to Samuel through His word. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 3:1; Numbers 12:6; Amos 3:7

Key Lessons from 1 Samuel Chapter 3

1.  God speaks—even when it’s rare.  In times of silence, the Lord is still preparing His voice to be heard through faithful hearts. 2.  Hearing God takes practice and guidance.  Eli helped Samuel understand that it was the Lord calling him. Discipleship is key. 3.  God honors obedience, not age. 

Though Samuel was young, he was chosen to deliver a hard message that Eli had failed to act on. 4. 

Judgment comes when sin is ignored.  Eli’s failure to correct his sons brought lasting consequences to his household. 5.  A listening heart is a prophetic heart.  Samuel’s willingness to say, “Speak, Lord, for Your servant is listening,” made him a vessel for divine truth. 6.  God will reveal Himself to those who seek Him.  As Samuel grew in faith and obedience, God revealed more and more of His presence. 

1 Samuel Chapter 4 – Crawford Standard Bible

Israel Defeated by the Philistines

1 Samuel’s messages from the Lord reached all of Israel. At that time, the Israelites went out to battle against the Philistines. They camped at Ebenezer, while the Philistines camped at Aphek. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 7:12; Joshua 12:18; 1 Samuel 29:1

2 The Philistines prepared for battle and attacked. Israel was defeated, and about four thousand Israelite soldiers were killed in the field. 

 Cross References: Joshua 7:5; Leviticus 26:17; Deuteronomy 28:25

3 When the surviving soldiers returned to the camp, the elders of Israel asked, “Why did the Lord let us be defeated today by the Philistines? Let’s bring the Ark of the Covenant from Shiloh so that it will go with us and save us from our enemies.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 10:35; Joshua 6:8; Jeremiah 7:4

4 So they sent men to Shiloh to bring back the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, who sits between the cherubim. Hophni and Phinehas, the sons of Eli, accompanied the Ark. 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:22; Psalm 80:1; Numbers 7:89

5 When the Ark of the Lord arrived at the camp, all of Israel gave a great shout of joy, so loud that the earth seemed to shake. 

 Cross References: Joshua 6:20; 2 Chronicles 13:15; Numbers 23:21

6 The Philistines heard the shouting and asked, “What’s all this shouting in the Hebrew camp?” 

When they realized the Ark of the Lord had come into the camp, Cross References: Joshua 2:9; Exodus 15:16; Joshua 2:11

7 they were terrified. “A god has come into their camp!” they said. “This has never happened before!” 

 Cross References: Exodus 9:27; Joshua 2:10; 1 Samuel 17:11

8 “We’re doomed! Who can save us from these powerful gods? These are the same gods that struck the Egyptians with plagues in the wilderness!” 

 Cross References: Exodus 9:14; Exodus 12:29; Exodus 15:11

9 “Take courage and act like men, you Philistines! Otherwise, you’ll become slaves to the Hebrews, just like they’ve been to us. Be brave and fight!” 

 Cross References: 1 Corinthians 16:13; Joshua 1:6; Judges 3:14

The Ark Is Captured

10 The Philistines fought hard and defeated Israel. The Israelites fled to their tents, and the slaughter was massive—30,000 foot soldiers died. 

 Cross References: Joshua 7:4; Psalm 78:62; Judges 20:21

11 The Ark of God was captured, and Eli’s two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, were killed. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 2:34; Psalm 78:61; 1 Samuel 3:12

12 A man from the tribe of Benjamin ran from the battlefield and arrived in Shiloh the same day. His clothes were torn and he had dirt on his head to show his grief. 

 Cross References: Joshua 7:6; 2 Samuel 1:2; Job 2:12

13 When he arrived, Eli was sitting on a bench beside the road, anxiously waiting for news about the Ark of God. As soon as the man entered the city and told what had happened, the whole town cried out. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 1:9; Jeremiah 4:19; Habakkuk 3:16

14 Eli heard the noise and asked, “What is all this commotion?” The man rushed over to tell Eli. 

 Cross References: Job 1:14; Joshua 7:9; 1 Samuel 4:6

15 Eli was ninety-eight years old and was blind. 

 Cross References: Genesis 27:1; 1 Samuel 3:2; Deuteronomy 34:7

16 The man said, “I just came from the battlefield—I fled today.” Eli asked, “What happened, my son?” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 1:4; 2 Samuel 18:29; 2 Samuel 18:32

17 The messenger replied, “Israel has been defeated. Many of our people were killed. Your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead. And the Ark of God has been captured.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 4:11; Job 1:19; 1 Samuel 2:34

18 When the man mentioned the Ark of God, Eli fell backward from his seat beside the gate, broke his neck, and died. He was old and overweight, and he had judged Israel for forty years. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 2:31; Ecclesiastes 12:5; Judges 9:53

The Birth of Ichabod

19 Eli’s daughter-in-law, the wife of Phinehas, was pregnant and near her due date. When she heard the news that the Ark of God had been captured and that her husband and father-in-law were dead, she went into labor and gave birth. 

 Cross References: Genesis 35:16; 1 Thessalonians 5:3; Jeremiah 30:6

20 As she was dying, the women attending her said, “Don’t be afraid—you’ve had a son!” But she didn’t respond or even acknowledge them. 

 Cross References: Genesis 35:18; Job 3:11; Psalm 115:17

21 She named the boy Ichabod, saying, “The glory has departed from Israel,” because the Ark of God had been captured and her husband and father-in-law were dead. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 4:22; Hosea 10:5; Ezekiel 10:18

22 She repeated, “The glory has departed from Israel, for the Ark of God has been taken.” 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 9:3; 1 Samuel 4:21; 1 Kings 8:11

Key Lessons from 1 Samuel Chapter 4

1.  The presence of God cannot be manipulated.  Israel brought the Ark into battle thinking it would guarantee victory, but their hearts weren’t right, and they were still defeated. 2.  Victory doesn’t come from symbols—it comes from surrender.  The Ark represented God’s presence, but without obedience, it meant nothing in battle. 3.  Spiritual leadership matters.  Hophni and Phinehas were corrupt, and their failure affected the entire nation. Leadership that dishonors God brings disaster. 4. 

God’s judgment may be delayed, but it is certain.  Eli’s failure to discipline his sons led to a fulfilled prophecy of judgment, including his own death. 5.  Glory departs when God’s presence is lost.  Ichabod’s name reflected a sad truth—Israel’s glory left not because the Ark was gone, but because their relationship with God was broken. 

1 Samuel Chapter 5 – Crawford Standard Bible

Dagon Falls Before the Ark

1 After the Philistines captured the Ark of God, they took it from Ebenezer to the city of Ashdod. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 4:1; Joshua 11:22; Joshua 15:46

2 They carried the Ark into the temple of their god Dagon and placed it beside Dagon’s statue. 

 Cross References: Judges 16:23; 1 Chronicles 10:10; Judges 16:5

3 But when the people of Ashdod got up early the next morning, they found Dagon had fallen face down before the Ark of the Lord. So they picked Dagon up and set him back in his place. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 46:1; Exodus 20:5; Psalm 97:7

4 The next morning, Dagon had fallen again—face down before the Ark of the Lord. This time, his head and both hands were broken off and lying on the threshold. Only the trunk of Dagon’s body was left. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 19:1; Judges 1:7; Zephaniah 1:9

5 That’s why, to this day, the priests of Dagon and all who enter his temple in Ashdod refuse to step on the threshold where the statue broke. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 5:4; Exodus 23:24; Leviticus 18:3

God’s Hand Heavy on the Philistines

6 Then the Lord’s hand struck the people of Ashdod and the surrounding area with great fear and terrible tumors. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:27; Exodus 9:9; Psalm 78:66

7 When the people saw what was happening, they cried out, “We can’t keep the Ark of Israel’s God here! His hand is harsh against us and our god Dagon!” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 5:11; Exodus 8:19; Exodus 8:8

8 So they called a meeting of all the Philistine rulers and asked, “What should we do with the Ark of the God of Israel?” They decided, “Move it to the city of Gath.” So they moved the Ark there. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 17:4; 2 Samuel 1:20; Joshua 13:3

9 But after they brought it to Gath, the Lord’s hand came down hard again. He brought a great panic on the city, and He struck both young and old with tumors in their private parts. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:28; Exodus 23:27; 1 Samuel 5:6

10 So they sent the Ark to the city of Ekron. But when the Ark arrived, the people of Ekron cried out, 

“They’re bringing the Ark of Israel’s God here to kill us all!” 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:43; 1 Samuel 5:7; Exodus 5:21

11 They called another meeting of all the Philistine rulers and pleaded, “Send the Ark of Israel’s God back to where it belongs! If it stays here, it will kill us and our people!” There was deadly panic throughout the entire city because God’s hand was very heavy on them. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:20; Exodus 9:15; 1 Samuel 5:9

12 Those who didn’t die were struck with tumors, and the cries of the people rose up to heaven. 

 Cross References: Exodus 2:23; Genesis 18:20; Psalm 107:6

Key Lessons from 1 Samuel Chapter 5

1.  God is not mocked by false gods.  The fall of Dagon shows the absolute authority of Yahweh over idols and false religion. 2.  The presence of God is powerful and holy.  Even though Israel had sinned, the Ark still represented God’s presence—and His holiness could not be handled lightly, even by Gentile nations. 3.  God defends His own name.  Without any human help, God humiliated Dagon and judged the Philistines, proving He doesn’t need an army to uphold His glory. 4.  Judgment brings recognition.  The Philistines recognized that the God of Israel was unlike any other and were forced to reckon with His power. 5.  The fear of God should lead to repentance.  Instead of humbling themselves before God, the Philistines tried to remove His presence. Fear without repentance hardens the heart. 

1 Samuel Chapter 6 – Crawford Standard Bible The Ark Returns to Israel

1 The Ark of the Lord remained in Philistine territory for seven months. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 5:1; 1 Samuel 5:6; Genesis 8:10

2 Then the Philistines summoned their priests and diviners and asked, “What should we do with the Ark of the Lord? How can we send it back to its rightful place?” 

 Cross References: Numbers 22:6; Isaiah 44:25; Daniel 2:2

3 They replied, “Don’t send it back empty. Instead, send a guilt offering along with it. Then you will be healed, and you’ll understand why God’s hand has been so hard against you.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 5:15; Leviticus 6:5; Numbers 5:7

4 “What kind of guilt offering should we send?” they asked. The answer: “Five gold tumors and five gold rats—one for each of the Philistine rulers—since the same plague has struck you and your leaders. 

 Cross References: Numbers 16:49; Leviticus 5:16; Joshua 13:3

5 Make replicas of the tumors and rats that are destroying your land, and give glory to the God of Israel. Maybe He’ll stop afflicting you, your gods, and your land. 

 Cross References: Joshua 7:19; Isaiah 42:12; John 9:24

6 Don’t be stubborn like Pharaoh and the Egyptians. When God punished them, didn’t they eventually let the Israelites go? 

 Cross References: Exodus 8:15; Exodus 9:34; Exodus 12:31

A Test for the Ark’s Return

7 “Now then, build a new cart and get two cows that have recently given birth and have never been yoked. Hitch them to the cart, but take their calves back home away from them. 

 Cross References: Numbers 19:2; Deuteronomy 21:3; 2 Samuel 6:3

8 Place the Ark of the Lord on the cart, and beside it put a chest with the gold offerings you’re giving as a guilt offering. Then send it off. 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:16; Numbers 4:15; Deuteronomy 31:26

9 Watch what happens. If the Ark goes toward Beth-shemesh on its own, then we’ll know it was the Lord who brought this disaster on us. But if it doesn’t, then we’ll know it was just bad luck.” 

 Cross References: Judges 6:37; Genesis 24:14; 1 Samuel 14:9

10 They did exactly that—hitching up two cows and penning up their calves. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 6:7; Numbers 19:2; Judges 6:37

11 They placed the Ark and the gold rats and tumors on the cart. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 6:8; 1 Samuel 6:4; 2 Samuel 6:3

The Ark Arrives at Beth-shemesh

12 The cows went straight toward Beth-shemesh, staying on the road and lowing as they went. They didn’t turn aside. The Philistine rulers followed them as far as the border of Beth-shemesh. 

 Cross References: Numbers 22:23; Isaiah 1:3; Proverbs 16:9

13 The people of Beth-shemesh were harvesting wheat in the valley. When they looked up and saw the Ark, they were overjoyed. 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:16; Psalm 126:5; Exodus 34:22

14 The cart came to a stop in the field of Joshua of Beth-shemesh and stopped near a large rock. The people chopped up the cart and offered the cows as a burnt offering to the Lord. 

 Cross References: Genesis 22:9; Judges 6:26; Leviticus 1:3

15 The Levites lifted the Ark and the chest with the gold items and placed them on the large stone. 

That day the people of Beth-shemesh offered burnt sacrifices and other offerings to the Lord. 

 Cross References: Numbers 4:15; Numbers 1:50; Joshua 3:3

16 When the five Philistine rulers saw this, they returned to Ekron that same day. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 5:8; 1 Samuel 6:4; Joshua 13:3

The Guilt Offering Memorial

17 These are the gold tumors the Philistines sent to the Lord as a guilt offering—one each for Ashdod, Gaza, Ashkelon, Gath, and Ekron. 

 Cross References: Joshua 13:3; Amos 1:6; Amos 1:8

18 The gold rats represented the number of Philistine towns under the five rulers, including walled cities and rural villages. The large stone where they placed the Ark still stands in the field of Joshua of Beth-shemesh. 

 Cross References: Joshua 24:27; Genesis 31:48; 1 Samuel 7:12

Judgment on Irreverence

19 But the Lord struck down some of the men of Beth-shemesh because they looked into the Ark. He killed seventy men, and the people mourned because of the heavy blow from the Lord. 

 Cross References: Numbers 4:20; Leviticus 10:2; 2 Samuel 6:7

20 And the people cried, “Who can stand in the presence of this holy God? And where can we send the Ark from here?” 

 Cross References: Malachi 3:2; Nahum 1:6; Psalm 24:3

21 They sent messengers to the people of Kiriath-jearim, saying, “The Philistines have returned the Ark of the Lord. Come and take it up with you.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:9; 1 Samuel 7:1; 1 Chronicles 13:5

Key Lessons from 1 Samuel Chapter 6

1.  God's Holiness Demands Reverence Even Israelites were judged when they treated the Ark lightly. God's holiness is not to be trifled with—He is merciful, but He is also just. 2.  Repentance Includes Restitution The Philistines learned to give a guilt offering along with the Ark. When we sin, genuine repentance often includes making things right. 3.  God Proves Himself Clearly The test with the cows showed the disaster wasn’t chance—it was divine judgment. God is able to prove Himself to believers and unbelievers alike. 4.  The Presence of God Brings Both Joy and Fear The people of Beth-shemesh rejoiced at the return of the Ark, but then mourned when God’s judgment fell. His presence is glorious but must be approached in holiness. 5.  We Must Not Handle Holy Things with Casual Hands Looking into the Ark was a violation of God’s law (Numbers 4:20), and it cost many lives. God’s commands must be taken seriously. 

1 Samuel Chapter 7 – Crawford Standard Bible

The Ark Restored to Israel

1 The men of Kiriath-jearim came and took the Ark of the Lord. They brought it to the house of Abinadab on the hill and dedicated his son Eleazar to guard it. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 6:21; 2 Samuel 6:3; 1 Chronicles 13:7

2 The Ark stayed in Kiriath-jearim for a long time—twenty years. During that time, all the people of Israel mourned and sought after the Lord. Samuel Calls Israel to Repentance Cross References: 2 Samuel 6:2; Psalm 132:6; 1 Chronicles 13:5

3 Samuel told the whole house of Israel, “If you are really turning back to the Lord with all your hearts, then get rid of your foreign gods and the idols of Ashtoreth. Commit yourselves to the Lord and serve only Him, and He will rescue you from the Philistines.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:13; Joshua 24:14; Judges 10:16

4 So the Israelites got rid of the Baals and the Ashtoreths and served the Lord only. 

 Cross References: Judges 10:16; Joshua 24:23; Judges 2:13

5 Then Samuel said, “Gather all of Israel at Mizpah, and I will pray to the Lord on your behalf.” 

 Cross References: Judges 20:1; 1 Samuel 10:17; Judges 21:5

6 They gathered at Mizpah, drew water, and poured it out before the Lord. They fasted that day and confessed, “We have sinned against the Lord.” Samuel acted as judge over the people of Israel at Mizpah. God Delivers Israel

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 23:16; Joel 2:12; 1 Kings 21:27

7 When the Philistines heard that Israel had gathered at Mizpah, their rulers came up to attack them. 

When the Israelites heard this, they were afraid. 

 Cross References: Judges 6:33; 1 Samuel 4:1; 1 Samuel 13:5

8 They said to Samuel, “Don’t stop crying out to the Lord our God for us! Ask Him to save us from the Philistines.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:11; James 5:16; Jeremiah 15:1

9 So Samuel took a young lamb and offered it as a whole burnt offering to the Lord. He cried out to the Lord for Israel, and the Lord answered him. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 9:3; Genesis 22:13; Psalm 66:19

10 As Samuel was offering the burnt offering, the Philistines came near to fight against Israel. But that day the Lord thundered with a loud noise against them. It threw them into confusion, and they were defeated by Israel. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:24; Joshua 10:10; 2 Samuel 22:14

11 The Israelites chased the Philistines from Mizpah to a place below Beth-car, killing them along the way. 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:10; Judges 4:16; 1 Samuel 14:22

12 Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Shen. He named it Ebenezer, which means “Stone of Help,” saying, “The Lord has helped us this far.” Samuel’s Leadership Brings Peace

 Cross References: Joshua 4:9; Genesis 28:18; Joshua 4:20

13 So the Philistines were defeated and didn’t invade Israel’s territory again. The Lord’s hand was against the Philistines throughout Samuel’s lifetime. 

 Cross References: Judges 3:30; Judges 8:28; 2 Samuel 8:1

14 Israel recovered the towns the Philistines had taken—from Ekron to Gath—and their surrounding areas. There was also peace between Israel and the Amorites. 

 Cross References: Joshua 13:3; Judges 1:18; Joshua 11:19

15 Samuel served as Israel’s judge for the rest of his life. 

 Cross References: Judges 2:18; 1 Samuel 12:2; Judges 15:20

16 Each year, he traveled in a circuit to Bethel, Gilgal, and Mizpah, judging Israel in each of those places. 

 Cross References: Joshua 4:19; Judges 4:5; Genesis 28:19

17 Then he would return to his home in Ramah. He judged Israel there too, and he built an altar to the Lord in Ramah. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 1:19; 1 Samuel 25:1; Genesis 12:7

Key Lessons from 1 Samuel Chapter 7

1.  True Repentance Requires Action The Israelites didn’t just feel sorry—they got rid of idols and committed to God alone. Repentance must be shown in our choices. 2.  Fasting and Confession Restore Fellowship When the people fasted and admitted their sins, God responded. Humility opens the way for healing and blessing. 3.  God Fights for the Faithful While the people prayed and repented, God thundered against the Philistines and gave victory. Our battles become His battles when we walk in obedience. 4.  Spiritual Leadership Brings Peace Under Samuel’s righteous leadership, Israel not only had victory but lasting peace. Godly leaders are a blessing to any nation or family. 5.  Remember God’s Help Samuel set up a stone called "Ebenezer" to remind the people of how far God had brought them. We need memorials to remind us of God’s past faithfulness. 

1 Samuel Chapter 8 – Crawford Standard Bible

Israel Asks for a King

1 When Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons to serve as judges over Israel. 

 Cross References: Judges 2:19; 1 Samuel 12:2; Deuteronomy 16:18

2 His firstborn was named Joel, and his second was Abijah. They judged in Beersheba. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:28; 1 Chronicles 6:33; Genesis 21:31

3 But his sons didn’t follow his example. They were greedy for money, accepted bribes, and twisted justice. 

 Cross References: Exodus 23:8; Deuteronomy 16:19; Micah 7:3

4 So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 31:28; Exodus 3:16; 1 Samuel 4:3

5 They said, “Look, you are getting old, and your sons don’t walk in your ways. Give us a king to judge us like all the other nations.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 17:14; Hosea 13:10; 1 Samuel 12:19

6 Samuel was upset by their request for a king to rule them, so he prayed to the Lord. 

 Cross References: Numbers 11:11; 1 Kings 3:9; Nehemiah 1:4

7 The Lord told Samuel, “Listen to everything the people say to you. They haven’t rejected you—

they’ve rejected Me as their king. 

 Cross References: Judges 8:23; Exodus 16:8; Hosea 8:4

8 They’re doing the same thing to you that they’ve done to Me ever since I brought them out of Egypt. They’ve abandoned Me and worshiped other gods, and now they’re doing it to you. 

 Cross References: Judges 2:12; Deuteronomy 32:15; Jeremiah 2:13

9 So listen to them—but warn them seriously. Tell them what having a king will be like.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 17:14; 1 Samuel 10:25; 1 Kings 12:7

Samuel Warns About the Cost of a King

10 So Samuel told the people everything the Lord had said to him. 

 Cross References: Exodus 19:7; Exodus 4:28; Deuteronomy 1:5

11 He said, “Here’s what a king will do: He will take your sons and make them serve in his army—

some will drive his chariots, others will ride horses, and still others will run ahead of his chariots. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 4:26; 1 Kings 9:22; 2 Samuel 15:1

12 He will appoint commanders over thousands and fifties. He will make some of them plow his fields and harvest his crops, and others make weapons and chariot gear. 

 Cross References: Exodus 18:21; 1 Kings 9:22; 1 Chronicles 27:1

13 He will take your daughters to be perfume makers, cooks, and bakers. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 4:22; Ecclesiastes 2:8; 1 Kings 10:5

14 He will take the best of your fields, vineyards, and olive groves and give them to his officials. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 21:7; Ezekiel 46:18; Amos 5:11

15 He will take a tenth of your grain and grapes and give it to his officers and servants. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 4:7; Nehemiah 5:4; Amos 7:1

16 He will take your male and female servants, your best young men, and your donkeys and use them for his own work. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 5:13; 1 Kings 9:15; Exodus 1:14

17 He will take a tenth of your flocks, and you yourselves will become his slaves. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 4:23; Leviticus 27:32; Ezekiel 45:16

18 When that day comes, you’ll cry out because of the king you chose, but the Lord will not help you then.” 

 Cross References: Micah 3:4; Proverbs 1:28; Isaiah 1:15

The People Reject God’s Warning

19 But the people refused to listen to Samuel. “No,” they said, “we want a king over us! 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 1:26; 1 Samuel 12:12; Jeremiah 44:16

20 Then we’ll be like all the other nations. Our king will judge us, lead us into battle, and fight for us!” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 17:14; Ezekiel 20:32; Romans 12:2

21 Samuel listened to all they said and repeated it to the Lord. 

 Cross References: Exodus 18:19; Numbers 27:5; Exodus 32:31

22 The Lord said, “Do what they ask. Give them a king.” Then Samuel told the people of Israel, “Go back to your own towns.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 8:7; Hosea 13:11; 1 Samuel 10:24

Key Lessons from 1 Samuel Chapter 8

1.  Even good leaders can’t control how their children turn out – Samuel was faithful, but his sons went astray. 2.  Wanting to be like the world leads to spiritual compromise – Israel’s desire to be

“like the other nations” meant rejecting God’s unique leadership. 3.  God sometimes gives us what we want to teach us a lesson – He warned Israel, but allowed them to choose. 4.  Worldly leadership comes with a cost – A human king would take more than he gave. 5.  True kingship belongs to God – Israel’s rejection of Samuel was ultimately a rejection of God Himself. 

1 Samuel Chapter 9 – Crawford Standard Bible

Saul is Introduced

1 There was a man from the tribe of Benjamin named Kish. He was the son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of Bechorath, the son of Aphiah. He was a powerful and respected man. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 8:33; 1 Samuel 14:51; Acts 13:21

2 Kish had a son named Saul, who was very handsome and impressive. There wasn’t anyone in Israel more handsome than him. He was also taller than anyone else—from his shoulders up, he stood above the crowd. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 10:23; 1 Samuel 16:7; 1 Chronicles 8:33

3 One day, Kish’s donkeys got lost. So Kish said to Saul, “Take one of the servants with you and go look for the donkeys.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 37:14; 1 Samuel 17:20; Proverbs 27:23

4 They traveled through the hill country of Ephraim and the land of Shalishah, but didn’t find them. 

Then they went through the land of Shaalim and the territory of Benjamin, but still found nothing. 

 Cross References: Joshua 24:33; Judges 3:27; 1 Samuel 1:1

5 When they reached the area of Zuph, Saul said to the servant, “Let’s go back. My father might stop worrying about the donkeys and start worrying about us.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 1:1; Genesis 24:5; Luke 2:48

6 But the servant replied, “There’s a man of God in this town. He is highly respected, and everything he says comes true. Let’s go see him—maybe he can tell us which way to go.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 18:22; 1 Kings 17:24; 1 Samuel 3:19

7 Saul said, “But if we go, what can we bring the man? We’ve got no food left. We don’t even have a gift to take him. What do we have?” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 14:3; 2 Kings 4:42; 2 Kings 8:8

8 The servant answered, “Look, I have a quarter of a silver shekel. I’ll give it to the man of God so he can tell us which way to go.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 14:3; Genesis 24:22; Exodus 30:13

9 (In earlier times in Israel, if someone wanted to inquire of God, they’d say, “Let’s go see the seer,” 

because a prophet was formerly called a seer.)

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 24:11; 1 Chronicles 29:29; Amos 7:12

10 “That’s a good idea,” Saul said. “Let’s go.” So they headed for the town where the man of God was. 

 Cross References: Genesis 24:58; Judges 19:13; Ruth 1:18

Saul Meets Samuel

11 As they climbed the hill to the city, they met some young women coming out to draw water. They asked, “Is the seer here?” 

 Cross References: Genesis 24:13; Genesis 24:45; Exodus 2:16

12 The women replied, “Yes, he’s just ahead of you. Hurry! He came to town today because there’s going to be a sacrifice on the high place. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 16:5; 1 Kings 3:2; 1 Samuel 20:6

13 If you go into the town quickly, you’ll find him before he goes up to the high place to eat. The people won’t eat until he blesses the sacrifice. After that, those invited will eat. Go now—you’ll find him right away.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 16:5; Matthew 14:19; 1 Corinthians 10:31

14 So they entered the town, and as they did, Samuel was coming out toward them, heading up to the high place. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 3:4; Genesis 12:8; Deuteronomy 12:2

15 The day before Saul came, the Lord had told Samuel, Cross References: Amos 3:7; 2 Kings 6:9; Isaiah 22:14

16 “About this time tomorrow I will send you a man from the land of Benjamin. You must anoint him to be leader over My people Israel. He will rescue them from the Philistines. I have seen the suffering of My people, and their cry has reached Me.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 3:7; Exodus 3:10; 1 Samuel 10:1

17 When Samuel saw Saul, the Lord said, “This is the man I told you about. He will rule over My people.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 16:12; 1 Samuel 10:24; Acts 13:21

Saul Dines with Samuel

18 Saul approached Samuel at the city gate and said, “Please tell me where the seer’s house is.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 24:23; Judges 19:15; John 1:38

19 Samuel said, “I’m the seer. Go ahead of me to the high place. You will eat with me today, and in the morning I’ll send you on your way and tell you everything that’s in your heart. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 29:29; Psalm 37:4; Genesis 43:16

20 Don’t worry about the donkeys that got lost three days ago—they’ve been found. And besides, who is everyone in Israel hoping for? Isn’t it you and your father’s family?” 

 Cross References: Genesis 45:28; Haggai 2:7; 1 Samuel 8:5

21 Saul answered, “But I’m from the tribe of Benjamin—the smallest tribe in Israel! And my family is the least important in the whole tribe. Why are you talking to me like this?” 

 Cross References: Judges 6:15; Exodus 3:11; Judges 21:6

22 Then Samuel brought Saul and his servant into the dining hall and gave them seats at the head of about thirty guests. 

 Cross References: Luke 14:8; Proverbs 25:6; Esther 5:12

23 Samuel said to the cook, “Bring the portion I gave you and told you to set aside.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 7:32; 1 Samuel 2:15; Genesis 43:34

24 So the cook brought the thigh and what was on it and set it before Saul. Samuel said, “This is for you. It was kept for you for this special occasion. Eat, because this was saved for you since I invited the guests.” So Saul ate with Samuel that day. 

 Cross References: Exodus 29:27; Leviticus 7:34; Ruth 2:14

Samuel Prepares to Anoint Saul

25 After they came down from the high place and returned to town, Samuel spoke with Saul on the rooftop. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 22:8; Acts 10:9; Nehemiah 8:16

26 At dawn the next day, Samuel called up to Saul, “Get up! I’m going to send you on your way.” So Saul got ready, and both he and Samuel went outside. 

 Cross References: Genesis 19:27; Genesis 22:3; Joshua 6:15

27 As they were going down to the edge of the town, Samuel said to Saul, “Send your servant on ahead.” So the servant went ahead. Then Samuel said, “Stay here a moment, and I’ll tell you what God has said.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 22:5; 1 Kings 19:19; Amos 3:7

Key Lessons from 1 Samuel Chapter 9

1.  God can use ordinary situations to lead to extraordinary purposes – Saul was looking for donkeys but ended up being chosen to lead a nation. 2.  God prepares His people ahead of time –

Samuel was given a word in advance about Saul’s arrival. 3.  Humble beginnings don’t disqualify you from God’s plan – Saul was from the smallest tribe and the least family, yet God chose him. 4. 

When you seek direction, God provides it through His people and His word – Saul’s servant recognized the importance of the prophet. 5.  God sees the suffering of His people and raises up deliverers in His timing – The people’s cry moved the heart of God to act through Saul. 

1 Samuel Chapter 10 – Crawford Standard Bible

Saul is Anointed King

1 Then Samuel took a jar of oil, poured it on Saul’s head, kissed him, and said, “The Lord has anointed you to be the ruler over His inheritance.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 16:13; 2 Kings 9:6; Psalm 89:20

2 “Today, when you leave me, you’ll meet two men near Rachel’s tomb at Zelzah, in the territory of Benjamin. They’ll say, ‘The donkeys you went to look for have been found. Now your father has stopped worrying about them and is worried about you. He’s saying, “What should I do about my son?”’” 

 Cross References: Genesis 35:19; Genesis 35:20; Genesis 37:35

3 “Then you’ll go on from there to the oak of Tabor. Three men going up to worship God at Bethel will meet you. One will be carrying three young goats, another three loaves of bread, and the third a bottle of wine.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 35:1; Judges 4:6; Genesis 32:13

4 “They will greet you and give you two loaves of bread, which you must accept.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 14:18; Genesis 43:11; Judges 19:19

5 “After that, you’ll arrive at Gibeah of God, where there is a Philistine outpost. As you approach the town, you’ll meet a group of prophets coming down from the high place. They’ll be playing a harp, tambourine, flute, and lyre, and they’ll be prophesying.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 19:20; 2 Kings 3:15; Numbers 11:25

6 “At that moment, the Spirit of the Lord will come powerfully upon you. You’ll prophesy with them, and you’ll be changed into a different person.” 

 Cross References: Judges 3:10; 1 Samuel 16:13; 2 Corinthians 5:17

7 “When these signs happen, do whatever seems right, because God is with you.” 

 Cross References: Judges 6:12; Joshua 1:9; Judges 4:14

8 “Go ahead of me to Gilgal. I’ll come down to you to offer burnt offerings and peace offerings. Wait seven days for me, and I’ll tell you what to do.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 13:8; Joshua 5:10; 1 Samuel 11:14

God Confirms Saul's Calling

9 As Saul turned to leave Samuel, God gave him a new heart. And all those signs happened that day. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 36:26; Ezekiel 11:19; Philippians 2:13

10 When Saul and his servant arrived at Gibeah, a group of prophets met them. Then the Spirit of God came upon Saul, and he too began to prophesy. 

 Cross References: Numbers 11:25; 1 Samuel 19:23; Joel 2:28

11 When people who knew Saul before saw him prophesying with the prophets, they said to one another, “What has happened to the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets?” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 19:24; John 1:46; Matthew 13:55

12 Someone nearby said, “And who is their father?” So the saying became a proverb: “Is Saul also among the prophets?” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 19:24; Matthew 13:54; John 7:15

13 When Saul finished prophesying, he went to the high place. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 19:23; 1 Kings 18:29; 2 Kings 9:11

Saul Keeps His Secret

14 Later, Saul’s uncle asked him and his servant, “Where did you go?” Saul said, “To find the donkeys. But when we couldn’t find them, we went to Samuel.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 37:15; Luke 2:48; Judges 18:8

15 Saul’s uncle said, “Tell me what Samuel said to you.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 24:66; Luke 24:35; Judges 14:6

16 Saul replied, “He told us the donkeys had been found.” But Saul didn’t say anything about the matter of kingship. 

 Cross References: Judges 14:6; Luke 2:19; Proverbs 25:9

Saul is Chosen Publicly

17 Then Samuel called all the people of Israel together at Mizpah. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 7:5; Judges 20:1; Joshua 24:1

18 He said, “This is what the Lord God of Israel says: ‘I brought Israel out of Egypt. I rescued you from Egypt’s power and from all the kingdoms that oppressed you.’” 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:2; Judges 6:8; Judges 2:1

19 “But today you have rejected your God, who saves you from all your troubles and distress. You have said, ‘No, we want a king to rule us.’ Now line up before the Lord by your tribes and clans.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 8:7; 1 Samuel 8:19; Hosea 13:11

20 Samuel brought forward all the tribes of Israel, and the tribe of Benjamin was chosen. 

 Cross References: Joshua 7:16; Numbers 26:55; Proverbs 16:33

21 Then he brought forward the tribe of Benjamin, clan by clan, and the Matri clan was chosen. Then Saul, son of Kish, was chosen. But when they looked for him, he couldn’t be found. 

 Cross References: Joshua 7:18; Jonah 1:7; Acts 1:26

22 They asked the Lord, “Has the man come here yet?” The Lord said, “Yes, he is hiding among the supplies.” 

 Cross References: Judges 1:1; 1 Samuel 23:2; Jeremiah 1:6

23 So they ran and brought him out. When he stood among the people, he was taller than anyone else from his shoulders up. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 9:2; 1 Chronicles 8:33; Deuteronomy 17:15

24 Then Samuel said to the people, “Look at the man the Lord has chosen! There is no one like him among all the people!” And all the people shouted, “Long live the king!” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 17:15; 2 Samuel 16:16; 2 Kings 11:12

25 Samuel explained to the people the rights and duties of kingship. He wrote them down in a scroll and placed it before the Lord. Then he sent everyone home. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 17:18; 1 Samuel 8:11; Joshua 24:26

26 Saul also went to his home in Gibeah. A group of brave men whose hearts God had touched went with him. 

 Cross References: Ezra 1:5; Proverbs 21:1; Nehemiah 2:12

27 But some wicked men said, “How can this man save us?” They despised him and refused to bring him any gifts. But Saul said nothing and kept silent. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 2:12; Deuteronomy 13:13; Isaiah 53:7

Key Lessons from 1 Samuel Chapter 10

1.  God confirms His calling through signs and transformation – Saul received multiple confirmations, including prophecy and a changed heart. 2.  Anointing brings change – When God’s Spirit came upon Saul, he became a different person. 3.  Not everyone will support your calling –

Even when chosen by God, Saul was doubted and despised by some. 4.  God’s timing and plan are specific – Every step of Saul’s journey was preordained and orchestrated by the Lord. 5.  A true leader waits on the Lord – Saul was instructed to wait for Samuel at Gilgal, showing the importance of obedience and patience. 

1 Samuel Chapter 11 – Crawford Standard Bible

Saul Rescues the People of Jabesh-Gilead

1 Then Nahash the Ammonite came and surrounded the town of Jabesh-gilead. The men of Jabesh said to him, “Make a peace treaty with us, and we’ll serve you.” 

 Cross References: Judges 21:8; 2 Samuel 10:2; 1 Samuel 12:12

2 But Nahash the Ammonite replied, “I’ll make a treaty with you only on this condition—that I gouge out the right eye of every one of you. That way I bring disgrace on all Israel.” 

 Cross References: Judges 16:21; 1 Samuel 17:26; 2 Kings 25:7

3 The elders of Jabesh said to him, “Give us seven days so we can send messengers throughout Israel. 

If no one comes to rescue us, we’ll surrender to you.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 10:8; Judges 20:12; Joshua 9:6

4 When the messengers came to Gibeah of Saul and told the people what was happening, everyone started crying loudly. 

 Cross References: Judges 21:2; Judges 2:4; Judges 20:26

5 Just then, Saul was coming in from the fields, driving his oxen. He asked, “What’s wrong? Why is everyone crying?” They told him what the messengers from Jabesh had said. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 19:19; Judges 6:11; 1 Samuel 9:3

6 When Saul heard their message, the Spirit of God came powerfully upon him, and he burned with anger. 

 Cross References: Judges 14:19; Judges 3:10; 1 Samuel 10:6

7 He took a pair of oxen, cut them into pieces, and sent the pieces by messengers throughout Israel with this warning: “This is what will be done to the oxen of anyone who refuses to follow Saul and Samuel into battle!” Then the fear of the Lord fell on the people, and they all came out together as one. 

 Cross References: Judges 19:29; Judges 21:5; 2 Chronicles 20:29

8 When Saul counted them at Bezek, there were 300,000 men from Israel and 30,000 from Judah. 

 Cross References: Judges 1:4; 2 Samuel 24:9; 1 Samuel 15:4

9 Saul’s messengers went back to Jabesh with this message: “By the time the sun is hot tomorrow, you will be rescued!” The men of Jabesh were overjoyed when they heard that. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 7:9; Judges 20:38; 1 Samuel 31:12

10 So they said to Nahash, “Tomorrow we will surrender to you, and you can do whatever you think is best.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 9:11; 2 Samuel 10:19; 1 Kings 20:34

11 The next day, Saul divided his army into three groups. During the early morning watch, they attacked the Ammonite camp and kept fighting until the heat of the day. The survivors were so

scattered that no two of them were left together. 

 Cross References: Judges 7:16; Judges 7:19; 1 Samuel 14:20

Saul is Confirmed as King

12 Then the people said to Samuel, “Who was it that questioned whether Saul should be king? Bring them here so we can put them to death!” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 10:27; Luke 19:14; Judges 8:22

13 But Saul replied, “No one will be executed today! For today the Lord has rescued Israel!” 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:13; 1 Samuel 14:45; 2 Chronicles 20:17

14 Then Samuel said to the people, “Come, let’s go to Gilgal and renew the kingdom there.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 10:8; Joshua 5:9; 1 Samuel 7:16

15 So they all went to Gilgal. There they made Saul king before the Lord. They offered peace offerings to the Lord, and Saul and all the Israelites celebrated with great joy. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 10:24; 2 Samuel 5:3; 1 Chronicles 29:22

Key Lessons from 1 Samuel Chapter 11

1.  True leadership rises in crisis – Saul, filled with the Spirit of God, stepped into his calling when Israel needed a savior. 2.  Unity comes through godly urgency – Saul’s call to arms unified the nation when fear of the Lord came upon the people. 3.  God empowers those He chooses – The Spirit of God came on Saul, giving him courage and clarity in battle. 4.  Mercy reflects true kingship – Saul chose forgiveness over revenge, showing grace even to those who once doubted him. 5.  Victory should lead to worship – Israel celebrated their deliverance with sacrifices and rejoicing before the Lord at Gilgal. 

1 Samuel Chapter 12 – Crawford Standard Bible

Samuel’s Farewell Speech

1 Then Samuel said to all Israel, “I have listened to everything you asked of me and have set a king over you. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 8:7; 1 Samuel 8:22; 1 Samuel 10:24

2 Now here is your king walking before you. As for me, I am old and gray-haired, and my sons are here with you. I have led you from my youth until now. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 8:1; 1 Samuel 3:19; Proverbs 16:31

3 Here I stand. Testify against me in the presence of the Lord and His anointed. Whose ox have I taken? Whose donkey have I taken? Have I cheated anyone? Have I oppressed anyone? Have I taken a bribe to pervert justice? Tell me, and I will make it right.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 16:15; Acts 20:33; Exodus 23:8

4 The people replied, “You have not cheated us or oppressed us, and you’ve taken nothing from anyone.” 

 Cross References: 2 Corinthians 7:2; 1 Thessalonians 2:10; Job 31:38

5 Samuel said, “The Lord is witness against you, and His anointed is witness this day, that you have found nothing in my hand.” They answered, “He is witness.” 

 Cross References: Ruth 4:9; Joshua 24:22; Malachi 3:5

6 Samuel continued, “It is the Lord who appointed Moses and Aaron and brought your ancestors out of Egypt. 

 Cross References: Micah 6:4; Exodus 3:10; Psalm 77:20

7 Now stand here quietly before the Lord as I remind you of all the righteous acts the Lord did for you and your ancestors. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 1:18; Judges 5:11; Micah 6:5

8 After Jacob went to Egypt, your ancestors cried out to the Lord. He sent Moses and Aaron to bring them out of Egypt and settle them in this land. 

 Cross References: Exodus 1:1; Exodus 2:23; Exodus 12:51

9 But they forgot the Lord their God. So He allowed them to be conquered by Sisera, the commander of Hazor’s army, by the Philistines, and by the king of Moab who fought against them. 

 Cross References: Judges 4:2; Judges 3:12; Judges 13:1

10 Then they cried to the Lord and said, ‘We have sinned by abandoning the Lord and serving Baal and Ashtaroth. But now deliver us from our enemies, and we will serve You.’

 Cross References: Judges 10:10; Judges 10:16; 1 Samuel 7:3

11 So the Lord sent Jerubbaal, Bedan, Jephthah, and Samuel. He delivered you from your enemies on every side so you lived in safety. 

 Cross References: Judges 6:32; Judges 11:32; Judges 8:28

12 But when you saw Nahash, king of the Ammonites, attacking you, you said to me, ‘No, we want a king to rule over us’—even though the Lord your God was already your king. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 11:1; 1 Samuel 8:19; Judges 8:23

13 Now here is the king you have chosen, the one you asked for. See, the Lord has set a king over you. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 8:5; Deuteronomy 17:15; 1 Samuel 10:24

14 If you fear the Lord and serve Him and obey His voice and do not rebel against His commands, then you and your king will continue to follow the Lord your God. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 10:12; Joshua 24:14; 1 Samuel 15:22

15 But if you don’t obey the Lord and you rebel against His commands, then His hand will be against you, just as it was against your ancestors. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:15; Judges 2:15; Leviticus 26:14

16 Now stand still and see the great thing the Lord is about to do before your eyes. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:13; 2 Chronicles 20:17; Psalm 46:10

17 Isn’t it the wheat harvest today? I will call on the Lord, and He will send thunder and rain. Then you will know what a great sin you committed in asking for a king.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 9:23; Job 37:5; Proverbs 26:1

18 So Samuel called on the Lord, and that same day the Lord sent thunder and rain. The people were very afraid of the Lord and of Samuel. 

 Cross References: Exodus 9:28; James 5:17; Exodus 14:31

19 Then all the people begged Samuel, “Pray to the Lord your God for us so that we don’t die! We’ve added to our sins by asking for a king.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 8:8; Numbers 21:7; Jeremiah 42:2

20 Samuel replied, “Don’t be afraid. You have done this evil, but do not turn away from the Lord. 

Instead, serve Him with all your heart. 

 Cross References: Joshua 24:14; Deuteronomy 30:10; Joel 2:13

21 Don’t chase after worthless things that can’t help or save you. They’re useless! 

 Cross References: Isaiah 44:9; Jeremiah 2:8; Isaiah 45:20

22 The Lord will not abandon His people, because that would dishonor His great name. He was pleased to make you His own. 

 Cross References: Psalm 94:14; Deuteronomy 7:6; Ezekiel 36:22

23 As for me, far be it from me to sin against the Lord by failing to pray for you. I will teach you what is good and right. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 15:1; Romans 1:9; Psalm 32:8

24 But you must fear the Lord and serve Him faithfully with all your heart. Remember all the great things He has done for you. 

 Cross References: Joshua 24:14; Deuteronomy 10:21; Psalm 126:3

25 But if you continue to do evil, both you and your king will be destroyed.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:38; 1 Samuel 15:23; 1 Kings 9:6

Key Lessons from 1 Samuel Chapter 12

1.  A faithful leader leaves with integrity – Samuel calls Israel to testify to his lifelong honesty and devotion. 2.  God is the true Deliverer – Samuel reminds Israel of God’s consistent help, from Egypt

to present. 3.  Rebellion brings consequences – Israel’s demand for a king was a rejection of God’s rule. 4.  God confirms warnings with power – The storm during harvest was a visible sign of divine disapproval. 5.  Even in sin, there is hope – Though Israel sinned, God invites them to return and serve Him with their whole hearts. 

1 Samuel Chapter 13 – Crawford Standard Bible

Saul’s Unlawful Sacrifice and Israel’s Crisis

1 Saul was thirty years old when he became king, and he reigned over Israel for forty-two years. He selected three thousand men from Israel—two thousand were with him at Michmash and in the hill country of Bethel, and one thousand were with Jonathan in Gibeah of Benjamin. The rest of the troops he sent back to their homes. Jonathan attacked the Philistine garrison in Geba, and the Philistines heard about it. Saul sounded the trumpet throughout the land, saying, “Let the Hebrews hear!” All Israel heard the news: “Saul has attacked a Philistine outpost, and now Israel has become a stench to the Philistines!” So the people were summoned to join Saul at Gilgal. The Philistines assembled to fight Israel with thirty thousand chariots, six thousand horsemen, and troops as numerous as the sand on the seashore. They camped at Michmash, east of Beth-aven. When the Israelites saw they were in trouble and hard-pressed, they hid in caves, thickets, among rocks, in holes, and in cisterns. Some Hebrews crossed the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead. Saul, however, remained at Gilgal, and all his troops were trembling. He waited seven days, the time set by Samuel. But Samuel did not come to Gilgal, and Saul’s men began to scatter. So Saul said, “Bring me the burnt offering and the fellowship offerings.” Then he offered the burnt offering himself. Just as he finished making the offering, Samuel arrived. Saul went out to greet him. “What have you done?” 

Samuel asked. Saul replied, “When I saw the people were scattering, and you didn’t come within the appointed time, and the Philistines were assembling at Michmash, I thought, ‘Now the Philistines will come down on me at Gilgal, and I haven’t sought the Lord’s favor.’ So I felt compelled and offered the burnt offering.” Samuel said, “You have done a foolish thing. You didn’t keep the command of the Lord your God. If you had, He would have established your kingdom over Israel forever. But now your kingdom will not endure. The Lord has sought a man after His own heart and appointed him ruler of His people, because you didn’t obey the Lord’s command.” Then Samuel departed from Gilgal and went up to Gibeah in Benjamin. Saul counted the men who were with him—about six hundred. Saul, Jonathan his son, and their men stayed in Gibeah of Benjamin, while the Philistines camped at Michmash. Raiding parties came from the Philistine camp in three groups: one headed toward Ophrah in the land of Shual, another toward Beth-horon, and the third toward the valley of Zeboim, facing the wilderness. There were no blacksmiths to be found throughout Israel, because the Philistines had said, “Otherwise the Hebrews will make swords or spears.” So the Israelites went down to the Philistines to sharpen their plowshares, mattocks, axes, and sickles. The charge was two-thirds of a shekel for sharpening plowshares and mattocks, and one-third for pitchforks, axes, and ox goads. So on the day of battle, neither sword nor spear was found in the hands of any of the troops with Saul and Jonathan. Only Saul and Jonathan had them. A Philistine garrison went out to the pass at Michmash. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 15:22; 1 Chronicles 10:13; Hosea 6:6

Key Lessons from 1 Samuel Chapter 13 – Crawford Standard 1.  Spiritual impatience destroys divine opportunities.  Saul’s failure to wait for God’s appointed prophet cost him the eternal stability of his kingdom. 2.  Good intentions don’t excuse disobedience.  Offering the sacrifice without Samuel may have seemed noble, but it violated God’s instruction. 3.  God desires a heart of obedience, not merely outward action.  Saul’s outward offering could not cover his inward rebellion. God chose a man after His own heart—David. 4.  Fear can cloud faith and lead to folly.  When pressure mounted, Saul acted out of fear rather than faith, resulting in grave consequences. 5.  Dependence on the enemy leads to spiritual weakness.  Israel relied on the Philistines to sharpen their tools—a powerful symbol of how compromised they had become. 

1 Samuel Chapter 14 — Crawford Standard Bible

Jonathan’s Bold Faith

Verses 1–15

1 One day, Jonathan, Saul’s son, said to the young man carrying his armor, “Come on, let’s cross over to the Philistine outpost on the other side.” But he didn’t tell his father. 

 Cross References: Judges 7:9; 1 Samuel 17:45; Hebrews 11:33

2 Saul was staying on the outskirts of Gibeah under a pomegranate tree at Migron. About six hundred men were with him. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 13:15; Joshua 18:28; Judges 20:14

3 Ahijah the priest was there too. He was the son of Ahitub (Ichabod’s brother), the son of Phinehas, the son of Eli—the Lord’s priest in Shiloh. He was wearing the priestly ephod. Nobody knew Jonathan had left the camp. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 4:19; 1 Samuel 2:27; 1 Samuel 22:20

4 To get to the Philistine outpost, Jonathan had to pass between two sharp cliffs. One was called Bozez, the other Seneh. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 10:28; Nehemiah 11:31; 1 Samuel 13:23

5 One cliff faced north toward Michmash, and the other faced south toward Geba. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 10:29; Joshua 18:24; 1 Samuel 13:16

6 Jonathan said to his armor-bearer, “Let’s go to the outpost of those uncircumcised men. Maybe the Lord will help us. Nothing can stop the Lord from saving people—whether by many or by few.” 

 Cross References: Judges 7:2; 2 Chronicles 14:11; 1 Samuel 17:47

7 His armor-bearer replied, “Do whatever you think is best. I’m with you all the way.” 

 Cross References: Ruth 1:16; 1 Samuel 18:1; John 15:13

8 Jonathan said, “Here’s the plan: we’ll cross over and let them see us. 

 Cross References: Judges 6:36; Genesis 24:14; 1 Samuel 20:7

9 If they say, ‘Stay where you are, and we’ll come down to you,’ we won’t go up to them. 

 Cross References: Judges 6:37; Genesis 24:43; Isaiah 7:11

10 But if they say, ‘Come up here,’ then we’ll go up. That will be the sign that the Lord has handed them over to us.” 

 Cross References: Judges 6:39; Genesis 24:45; 1 Samuel 17:46

11 So both of them let the Philistine outpost see them. The Philistines said, “Look! The Hebrews are crawling out of the holes they were hiding in!” 

 Cross References: Judges 6:2; 1 Samuel 13:6; 1 Samuel 24:3

12 Then the Philistine men shouted, “Come up here and we’ll teach you a lesson!” Jonathan told his armor-bearer, “Follow me. The Lord has handed them over to Israel!” 

 Cross References: Joshua 6:2; Joshua 8:1; Judges 4:14

13 Jonathan climbed up using his hands and feet, with his armor-bearer right behind him. As they climbed, the Philistines fell before Jonathan, and his armor-bearer killed those who came behind. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 17:50; Leviticus 26:8; Deuteronomy 32:30

14 In that first attack, Jonathan and his armor-bearer killed about twenty men in a space of about half an acre. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:8; Judges 15:15; Judges 3:31

15 Panic struck the Philistine camp, the field, and all the soldiers—even the raiding parties trembled. 

The earth shook, and everyone knew it was a move of God. 

 Cross References: Exodus 15:14; Joshua 2:9; Psalm 18:7

God Brings Confusion to the Enemy

Verses 16–23

16 Saul’s watchmen in Gibeah of Benjamin looked out and saw the Philistine army scattering in every direction. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 7:6; Isaiah 21:6; 2 Samuel 18:24

17 Saul said to the troops with him, “Take a roll call and see who’s missing.” When they did, they discovered that Jonathan and his armor-bearer were gone. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 11:8; Numbers 1:2; Judges 21:9

18 Saul said to Ahijah, “Bring the Ark of God here.” (At that time the Ark of God was with the Israelites.)

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 4:3; Numbers 27:21; 1 Samuel 23:9

19 While Saul was speaking to the priest, the confusion in the Philistine camp kept getting worse. So Saul said to the priest, “Withdraw your hand.” (He cut the inquiry short.) Cross References: 1 Samuel 4:5; Exodus 17:11; 2 Samuel 5:24

20 Then Saul and all his men gathered and went to the battle. They found the Philistines in complete confusion—fighting each other with their swords. 

 Cross References: Judges 7:22; 2 Chronicles 20:23; Isaiah 19:2

21 Even the Hebrews who had earlier sided with the Philistines and had joined their army turned back to fight with the Israelites who were with Saul and Jonathan. 

 Cross References: Judges 7:24; 1 Chronicles 12:19; Exodus 32:26

22 When all the Israelites hiding in the hill country of Ephraim heard that the Philistines were fleeing, they came out and joined the chase. 

 Cross References: Judges 7:23; 1 Samuel 13:6; Judges 6:2

23 So the Lord rescued Israel that day, and the battle moved on past Beth-aven. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:30; Psalm 44:3; 1 Samuel 11:13

Saul’s Foolish Oath

Verses 24–35

24 That day the Israelite army was worn out because Saul had made them take a vow, saying, 

“Cursed is the man who eats anything before evening, until I have taken revenge on my enemies.” So no one ate anything. 

 Cross References: Judges 11:30; Numbers 30:2; Ecclesiastes 5:2

25 Everyone went into a forest, and there was honey on the ground. 

 Cross References: Exodus 3:8; Deuteronomy 32:13; Psalm 81:16

26 The honey was dripping, but no one dared to touch it because of the oath. 

 Cross References: Numbers 30:2; Ecclesiastes 5:4; Matthew 5:34

27 But Jonathan hadn’t heard about his father’s oath, so he dipped the end of his staff into a honeycomb and ate some. His eyes lit up with energy. 

 Cross References: Psalm 19:8; Proverbs 24:13; Psalm 34:8

28 Then someone said, “Your father put the army under a strict oath: ‘Cursed is anyone who eats today.’ That’s why everyone is so weak.” 

 Cross References: Judges 11:35; Ecclesiastes 5:5; Numbers 30:2

29 Jonathan said, “My father has made trouble for the land. Look how my eyes brightened after just a little honey. 

 Cross References: Joshua 7:25; 1 Kings 18:17; Proverbs 11:29

30 Imagine how much better we could have fought today if the army had been allowed to eat some of the plunder from our enemies. The victory would have been even greater!” 

 Cross References: Joshua 7:12; Judges 8:4; 1 Samuel 30:11

31 That day they struck down the Philistines from Michmash to Aijalon, but the soldiers were completely exhausted. 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:12; Isaiah 40:29; Judges 8:4

32 They rushed on the plunder, grabbed sheep, cattle, and calves, and slaughtered them on the ground. They ate the meat without draining the blood. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 17:10; Genesis 9:4; Deuteronomy 12:23

33 Someone told Saul, “Look, the people are sinning against the Lord by eating meat with the blood.” Saul said, “You’ve committed a sin. Roll a large stone over here right now.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 19:26; Deuteronomy 12:16; Acts 15:20

34 Then he said, “Go among the troops and tell them: ‘Each of you bring your ox or sheep and kill it here. Don’t sin by eating meat with the blood.’” So each man brought his animal and killed it there. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 17:13; Deuteronomy 12:21; Genesis 9:4

35 Saul built an altar to the Lord. This was the first altar he ever built for the Lord. 

 Cross References: Genesis 8:20; Genesis 12:7; Joshua 8:30

Casting Lots and Jonathan’s Near Death

Verses 36–46

36 Saul said, “Let’s go after the Philistines tonight and loot them until morning. Let’s not leave one of them alive!” The men replied, “Do whatever seems best to you.” But the priest said, “Let’s ask God first.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 23:2; 1 Samuel 30:8; Judges 20:23

37 So Saul asked God, “Should I go after the Philistines? Will you give them into Israel’s hand?” But God didn’t answer him that day. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 28:6; Proverbs 1:28; Isaiah 1:15

38 Then Saul said, “All you leaders, come here. Let’s find out what sin was committed today. 

 Cross References: Joshua 7:13; Joshua 7:16; Jonah 1:7

39 As surely as the Lord who rescues Israel lives—even if it’s my son Jonathan—he must die.” But no one among the people said a word. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 12:5; Judges 11:35; Numbers 30:2

40 Then Saul said, “You all stand over there, and Jonathan and I will stand over here.” The people replied, “Do what you think is best.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 7:14; 1 Chronicles 24:5; Proverbs 18:18

41 Then Saul prayed, “Lord God of Israel, give us a clear answer.” Jonathan and Saul were chosen by lot, and the rest of the men were cleared. 

 Cross References: Joshua 7:16; Jonah 1:7; Acts 1:26

42 Then Saul said, “Cast lots between me and Jonathan.” And Jonathan was chosen. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 16:33; Joshua 7:18; 1 Chronicles 26:13

43 Saul said to Jonathan, “Tell me what you’ve done.” Jonathan answered, “I only tasted a little honey from the end of my staff. Do I have to die?” 

 Cross References: Joshua 7:20; 1 Samuel 15:24; Psalm 32:5

44 Saul said, “May God strike me if you don’t die, Jonathan!” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 3:17; Ruth 1:17; 2 Samuel 3:9

45 But the people said to Saul, “Should Jonathan die after bringing this great victory to Israel? 

Never! As surely as the Lord lives, not one hair on his head will fall to the ground. He worked with God today.” So the people rescued Jonathan, and he wasn’t put to death. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 14:11; 1 Kings 1:52; Acts 27:34

46 Then Saul called off the pursuit of the Philistines, and they returned to their own land. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 13:5; 1 Samuel 17:52; Exodus 15:9

Saul’s Reign and Military Successes

Verses 47–52

47 After Saul became king over Israel, he fought against Israel’s enemies on every side—Moab, Ammon, Edom, the kings of Zobah, and the Philistines. Wherever he turned, he was victorious. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 8:1; 1 Chronicles 18:1; Psalm 60:1

48 He built a strong army and attacked the Amalekites, saving Israel from those who had been robbing them. 


 Cross References: 1 Samuel 28:8; Acts 16:17; Mark 1:24

13 “Don’t be afraid,” the king said. “What do you see?” She replied, “I see a spirit coming up out of the earth.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 8:19; Job 4:15; Daniel 10:7

14 “What does he look like?” Saul asked. “An old man wearing a robe is coming up,” she said. Saul knew it was Samuel. He knelt down with his face to the ground. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 15:27; 1 Samuel 2:19; Genesis 42:6

Samuel’s Final Word to Saul

Verses 15–19

15 Samuel said, “Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up?” Saul answered, “I’m in deep trouble. The Philistines are waging war against me, and God has left me. He won’t answer me by prophets or dreams, so I’ve called on you to tell me what to do.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 16:14; 1 Samuel 28:6; Psalm 22:1

16 Samuel replied, “Why ask me, now that the Lord has turned away from you and become your enemy? 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 15:26; Lamentations 2:5; Isaiah 63:10

17 The Lord has done exactly what He told you through me. He has torn the kingdom from you and given it to your neighbor David. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 15:28; 1 Samuel 13:14; 1 Kings 11:11

18 You did not obey the Lord’s command to destroy the Amalekites, and that’s why He is doing this to you today. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 15:3; 1 Samuel 15:9; 1 Samuel 15:23

19 The Lord will hand you and Israel over to the Philistines. Tomorrow, you and your sons will be with me. The Lord will give Israel’s army into the hands of the Philistines.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 31:6; 1 Chronicles 10:6; 1 Samuel 4:10

Saul’s Collapse and Final Meal

Verses 20–25

20 Saul immediately fell full length on the ground, paralyzed with fear because of Samuel’s words. 

He had no strength left, for he had not eaten all day and night. 

 Cross References: Daniel 10:8; 1 Kings 19:5; Habakkuk 3:16

21 When the woman saw how terrified he was, she said, “I obeyed you and risked my life. Now please listen to me. Let me give you some food so you can regain your strength for the journey.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 28:10; Judges 6:19; Genesis 18:6

22 She urged him to eat, but he refused. His servants and the woman insisted, and he finally agreed. 

He got up and sat on the bed. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 19:7; Genesis 18:5; Judges 19:5

24 The woman had a fattened calf in the house. She hurried to slaughter it, took some flour, kneaded it, and baked unleavened bread. 

 Cross References: Genesis 18:7; Luke 15:23; Amos 6:4

25 She brought the meal to Saul and his men. They ate, then got up and left that night. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 19:8; Genesis 18:8; 1 Samuel 30:12

Key Lessons from 1 Samuel Chapter 28

•  Disobedience leads to silence from God — Saul rejected God's commands earlier, and now when he needed divine guidance, God did not answer him. 

•  Turning to forbidden means always brings consequences — Seeking counsel from a medium violated God’s law (see Leviticus 19:31). Saul’s desperation led him to violate his own decree. 

•  Even in judgment, God remains truthful — Samuel’s prophecy reaffirmed the Word of the Lord: Saul’s reign was over, and David’s time was coming. 

•  Fear without faith is paralyzing — Saul was terrified, not strengthened. The absence of God’s presence left him hopeless and without direction. 

•  God's kingdom plan moves forward — Though Saul sought answers in the dark, God's sovereign will to raise David and humble Saul remained unshaken. 

1 Samuel Chapter 29 — Crawford Standard

David Rejected by the Philistines

The Philistines Gather for War

Verses 1–2

1 The Philistines assembled all their armies at Aphek, while the Israelites camped by the spring in Jezreel. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 4:1; Judges 6:33; 1 Samuel 28:4

2 As the Philistine commanders marched their units by hundreds and thousands, David and his men were at the rear with Achish. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 27:2; 1 Samuel 28:2; 1 Samuel 18:7

Philistine Leaders Reject David

Verses 3–5

3 The Philistine commanders asked, “What are these Hebrews doing here?” Achish replied, “This is David, the servant of Saul, king of Israel. He’s been with me for a long time, and I haven’t found anything wrong with him from the day he defected to me until now.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 27:7; 1 Samuel 21:11; Daniel 6:4

4 But the Philistine commanders became angry with Achish. They said, “Send this man back to the place you assigned him. He must not go with us into battle. If he turns against us during the fight, how better could he win back his master’s favor than with the heads of our own men? 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 18:25; 1 Samuel 14:21; 1 Samuel 18:7

5 Isn’t this the one they sang about in dances, saying, ‘Saul has killed his thousands, and David his ten thousands’?” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 18:7; 1 Samuel 21:11; 1 Samuel 18:8

Achish Dismisses David Respectfully

Verses 6–10

6 So Achish called David and said, “As surely as the Lord lives, you’ve been loyal. I consider your service in my army to be flawless. I’ve found no fault in you from the day you came to me until now. 

But the Philistine rulers don’t approve of you. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 24:11; Daniel 6:4; 1 Samuel 26:23

7 So now go back quietly, and don’t do anything to upset them.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 26:29; 1 Samuel 20:42; 1 Samuel 25:35

8 David asked, “But what have I done? What have you found against me since I’ve been with you, that I shouldn’t go fight against the enemies of my lord the king?” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 20:1; 1 Samuel 24:9; 1 Samuel 26:18

9 Achish answered, “I know that you’ve been as trustworthy as an angel of God. But the Philistine commanders have said, ‘He must not go up with us into battle.’

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 14:17; 2 Samuel 14:20; 2 Samuel 19:27

10 So get up early in the morning, you and your men who came with you. Leave as soon as it’s light.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 22:3; Joshua 3:1; Genesis 19:27

David Returns to Philistine Territory

Verse 11

11 So David and his men got up early in the morning to return to the land of the Philistines, while the Philistine armies marched on to Jezreel. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 30:1; 1 Samuel 31:1; Joshua 19:18

Key Lessons from 1 Samuel Chapter 29

•  God’s providence works even through rejection — David was willing to fight, but God used the distrust of the Philistine commanders to keep him from shedding Israelite blood. 

•  Even your enemies may testify to your integrity — Achish, though a Philistine king, openly praised David’s character, showing how consistent righteousness earns respect across enemy lines. 

•  Man’s rejection may be God’s redirection — Though David was turned away from battle, it allowed him to be present for a critical moment back in Ziklag (see the next chapter). 

•  The world will never fully trust God’s people — David’s loyalty to Achish couldn’t erase his identity as an Israelite, reminding us that no matter how friendly the world may seem, it doesn't forget who you truly serve. 

1 Samuel Chapter 30 — Crawford Standard

David Recovers All at Ziklag

Ziklag Burned and Families Captured

Verses 1–5

1 Three days later, when David and his men returned to Ziklag, they found that the Amalekites had raided the Negev and Ziklag. They had attacked Ziklag and burned it to the ground. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 27:6; 1 Samuel 15:2; Judges 6:3

2 They had taken the women and everyone else in the city—young and old—captive, though they didn’t kill anyone. They carried them off as prisoners. 

 Cross References: Genesis 14:12; 2 Kings 5:2; 2 Chronicles 21:17

3 When David and his men arrived, they saw the city burned and their wives, sons, and daughters taken captive. 

 Cross References: Genesis 14:14; Lamentations 1:5; 2 Kings 25:9

4 Then David and the men with him wept loudly until they had no strength left to cry. 

 Cross References: Genesis 37:35; Judges 2:4; 2 Samuel 1:12

5 David’s two wives, Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail, the widow of Nabal from Carmel, had also been captured. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 25:42; 1 Samuel 27:3; 1 Samuel 25:3

David Encourages Himself in the Lord

Verses 6–8

6 David was deeply distressed because the men were talking about stoning him. Each one was bitter over the loss of his sons and daughters. But David found strength in the Lord his God. 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:10; Exodus 17:4; Psalm 27:14

7 He said to Abiathar the priest, the son of Ahimelech, “Bring me the ephod.” So Abiathar brought it. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 23:9; 1 Samuel 22:20; 1 Samuel 14:18

8 Then David asked the Lord, “Should I chase after this raiding band? Will I catch them?” The Lord answered, “Yes, go after them. You will surely overtake them and rescue everyone.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 23:2; 1 Samuel 23:4; Judges 20:28

Pursuing the Amalekites

Verses 9–15

9 So David set out with his 600 men. When they came to the brook Besor, 200 men stayed behind because they were too exhausted to continue. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 27:2; 1 Samuel 23:13; 1 Samuel 22:2

10 David and 400 men continued the pursuit. 

 Cross References: Judges 8:4; Judges 7:3; 1 Samuel 30:21

11 Along the way, they found an Egyptian in a field and brought him to David. They gave him food and water. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 19:6; Matthew 25:35; Proverbs 25:21

12 They also gave him a piece of fig cake and two clusters of raisins. After he ate, his strength returned, for he hadn’t eaten or drunk anything for three days and nights. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 25:18; Judges 15:19; 1 Kings 19:8

13 David asked him, “Who do you belong to? Where are you from?” He replied, “I’m an Egyptian, a servant of an Amalekite. My master left me behind three days ago because I got sick. 

 Cross References: Genesis 32:17; Genesis 24:23; Deuteronomy 23:15

14 We raided the southern areas of the Cherethites, parts of Judah, the land of Caleb, and we burned Ziklag.” 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 25:16; Zephaniah 2:5; Joshua 15:30

15 David asked, “Will you take us to this raiding party?” He answered, “Swear to me before God that you won’t kill me or hand me over to my master, and I’ll lead you to them.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 2:12; Judges 1:24; Genesis 21:23

Victory and Recovery

Verses 16–20

16 He led David to the Amalekites, who were scattered across the land, eating, drinking, and celebrating the vast plunder they had taken from the Philistines and from Judah. 

 Cross References: Judges 9:27; Isaiah 22:13; Exodus 32:6

17 David attacked them at twilight and continued fighting until the evening of the next day. None escaped except 400 young men who fled on camels. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 15:3; Judges 7:22; Exodus 14:27

18 David recovered everything the Amalekites had taken, including his two wives. 

 Cross References: Genesis 14:16; 1 Samuel 30:5; Joel 2:25

19 Nothing was missing—young or old, sons or daughters, or anything else that had been taken. 

David brought everything back. 

 Cross References: Joel 2:25; Job 42:10; Genesis 14:16

20 He also took all the flocks and herds and his men drove them ahead, saying, “This is David’s spoil.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 31:32; 1 Samuel 15:9; 1 Samuel 14:32

Equal Share for All

Verses 21–25

21 When David returned to the 200 men who had been too tired to follow, they came out to meet him. David greeted them kindly. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 30:10; Genesis 33:4; 2 Samuel 19:15

22 But some troublemakers among those who went with David said, “They didn’t come with us, so they shouldn’t get any of the plunder—just their wives and children so they can leave.” 

 Cross References: Judges 9:4; 1 Samuel 25:17; Proverbs 6:12

23 David replied, “No, my brothers. Don’t act that way with what the Lord has given us. He protected us and handed over the raiding party that attacked us. 

 Cross References: Psalm 44:3; Deuteronomy 8:18; 1 Samuel 30:6

24 Who will listen to you in this matter? The share of the one who stays with the supplies will be the same as the one who goes to battle—they will all share alike.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 31:27; Joshua 22:8; 2 Corinthians 8:14

25 From that day on, David made this a law and regulation for Israel, and it continues to this day. 

 Cross References: Exodus 15:25; Joshua 24:25; Numbers 31:27

Sharing the Spoils with Judah

Verses 26–31

26 When David returned to Ziklag, he sent some of the plunder to the elders of Judah, his friends, saying, “Here is a gift for you from the Lord’s enemies.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 2:4; 1 Samuel 25:27; Genesis 33:11

27 He sent gifts to those in Bethel, Ramoth in the Negev, and Jattir; Cross References: Genesis 28:19; Proverbs 11:25; Deuteronomy 15:10

28 to Aroer, Siphmoth, and Eshtemoa; 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 30:26; Proverbs 19:17; 2 Corinthians 9:7

29 to Rachal, the towns of the Jerahmeelites, and the towns of the Kenites; Cross References: 1 Samuel 27:10; Judges 1:16; Numbers 24:21

30 to Hormah, Bor Ashan, Athach; 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:3; Judges 1:17; Luke 6:38

31 to Hebron and all the places where David and his men had roamed. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 2:4; Genesis 13:18; Joshua 14:13

Key Lessons from 1 Samuel Chapter 30

•  In crisis, turn to God — When all seemed lost and even his friends turned on him, David encouraged himself in the Lord and found divine guidance. 

•  Obedience leads to victory — David sought God’s will before pursuing the enemy, and God granted him full restoration. 

•  God uses the unlikely — An abandoned Egyptian servant became the key to locating the enemy and recovering everything. 

•  Unity matters in God’s kingdom — David established the principle that everyone who serves

—whether in the front lines or supporting behind—receives equal reward. This shows God's view of shared labor and honor. 

•  Generosity and honor build loyalty — David’s decision to share the plunder with the elders of Judah reinforced his favor and leadership as future king. 

1 Samuel Chapter 31 — Crawford Standard

The Death of Saul and His Sons

Israel Defeated on Mount Gilboa

Verses 1–3

1 The Philistines fought fiercely against Israel, and the men of Israel ran from them, falling slain on Mount Gilboa. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 10:1; 2 Samuel 1:6; 1 Samuel 28:4

2 The Philistines chased after Saul and his sons and killed Jonathan, Abinadab, and Malchishua—

Saul’s sons. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 10:2; 1 Samuel 14:49; 2 Samuel 1:4

3 The battle grew intense around Saul. He was hit by enemy archers and was badly wounded. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 10:3; 2 Samuel 1:6; 1 Kings 22:34

Saul’s Death and His Armorbearer’s Loyalty

Verses 4–6

4 Saul said to his armorbearer, “Draw your sword and kill me before these uncircumcised Philistines come and torture me.” But the armorbearer was too afraid to do it. So Saul took his own sword and fell on it. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 10:4; Judges 9:54; 1 Samuel 17:26

5 When the armorbearer saw that Saul was dead, he also fell on his sword and died with him. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 10:5; 2 Samuel 17:23; Matthew 27:5

6 So Saul, his three sons, his armorbearer, and all his men died together that same day. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 10:6; 1 Samuel 28:19; 2 Samuel 1:23

The Philistines Occupy the Land

Verses 7–8

7 When the Israelites on the other side of the valley and across the Jordan saw that Israel’s army had fled and that Saul and his sons were dead, they abandoned their towns and fled. The Philistines moved in and lived in them. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 10:7; 1 Samuel 4:10; Joshua 7:8

8 The next day, the Philistines came to strip the bodies of the dead. They found Saul and his sons fallen on Mount Gilboa. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 10:8; 2 Samuel 1:19; Judges 14:19

Philistine Desecration and Israelite Honor

Verses 9–13

9 The Philistines cut off Saul’s head, stripped off his armor, and sent messengers throughout their land to proclaim the news in the temples of their idols and to their people. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 10:9; 1 Samuel 17:51; 1 Samuel 17:54

10 They put Saul’s armor in the temple of Ashtaroth and nailed his body to the wall of Beth-shan. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 10:10; Judges 2:13; 2 Samuel 21:12

11 But when the people of Jabesh-gilead heard what the Philistines had done to Saul, Cross References: 1 Chronicles 10:11; 1 Samuel 11:1; 1 Samuel 11:9

12 all their brave men marched through the night to Beth-shan. They removed the bodies of Saul and his sons from the wall, brought them back to Jabesh, and burned them there. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 10:12; 2 Samuel 2:5; 2 Samuel 21:13

13 They buried their bones under the tamarisk tree at Jabesh and fasted for seven days. 

 Cross References: Genesis 50:10; 2 Samuel 21:14; 1 Chronicles 10:12

Key Lessons from 1 Samuel Chapter 31

•  Tragic consequences of disobedience — Saul’s downfall and death were the final outcome of a life marked by rebellion against God’s commands. Even though he was anointed, disobedience led to devastation. 

•  Even kings are mortal — Saul’s death reminds us that status or position cannot shield anyone from divine judgment or the dangers of battle. 

•  Faithfulness in death — The armorbearer’s refusal to abandon Saul, and the bravery of the men of Jabesh-gilead who risked their lives to recover and honor Saul’s body, show loyalty and courage in the face of defeat. 

•  God’s sovereignty continues — Though the chapter ends in national mourning, this sets the stage for David’s rise as king, demonstrating that God's plan moves forward even in loss. 

Purpose of the Book

The purpose of 2 Samuel is to chronicle David’s reign as king, revealing his military victories, his personal failures, and God’s covenantal promises to him. The book shows how God works through both triumph and failure, and how a man after God’s own heart can still fall into deep sin but find grace and restoration. It also establishes the Davidic Covenant, which promises an eternal kingdom through David’s lineage—ultimately fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 

Major Themes

• God’s Sovereignty: Despite human sin and political upheaval, God’s plan advances through His chosen king. 

• Covenant and Kingship: The Davidic Covenant is a central theological theme, pointing forward to the Messiah. 

• Sin and Consequences: David’s sin with Bathsheba and its aftermath show that even the godly face consequences for wrongdoing. 

• Grace and Repentance: David’s heartfelt repentance (e.g., Psalm 51) demonstrates that God forgives the truly contrite. 

• Leadership and Legacy: David’s life illustrates the highs and lows of leadership, highlighting courage, worship, sin, and faith. 

Key Figures

• David – Israel’s greatest king, whose heart for God is paired with real human flaws; the recipient of God’s covenant promise of an eternal kingdom. 

• Bathsheba – The woman involved in David’s greatest moral failure, yet later the mother of Solomon and part of Jesus’ lineage. 

• Nathan the Prophet – God’s bold messenger who confronts David with the truth of his sin. 

• Absalom – David’s son whose rebellion reveals the devastating consequences of David’s family failures. 

• Joab – David’s military commander, a complex and brutal figure who remains loyal but often disobedient to David’s wishes. 

• Mephibosheth – Jonathan’s crippled son, shown kindness by David in a powerful picture of grace. 

Spiritual Significance

2 Samuel reveals that God’s grace is greater than our worst failures. David’s story reminds us that God doesn’t demand perfection—He desires repentance and relationship. The Davidic Covenant is the theological foundation for understanding Christ’s kingship. Through David’s rise, fall, and restoration, we see how God writes redemptive stories out of broken lives. 

Christ in the Book of 2 Samuel

Jesus is the ultimate fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant found in 2 Samuel 7. God promises David an eternal kingdom through his descendant—Jesus Christ, the Son of David (Matthew 1:1, Luke 1:32–

33). David serves as a type of Christ, a shepherd-king who points forward to the true Shepherd and King, Jesus. Just as David brought peace to Israel, Christ brings everlasting peace to the world. 

Outline of the Book of 2 Samuel

1. David Mourns Saul and Jonathan – Chapter 1

2. David Becomes King over Judah – Chapters 2–4

3. David Becomes King over All Israel – Chapters 5–6

4. God’s Covenant with David – Chapter 7

5. David’s Victories and Expansion – Chapters 8–10

6. David’s Sin and Fall – Chapters 11–12

7. Family Tragedy and Civil Conflict – Chapters 13–18

8. David’s Restoration and Final Acts – Chapters 19–24

Key Verse

2 Samuel 7:16 (NLT) – “Your house and your kingdom will continue before me for all time, and your throne will be secure forever.” 

Key Lesson

Even the greatest among us fall—but God’s covenant and mercy remain sure. David’s life teaches us that sin has consequences, but grace has the final word. The eternal throne promised to David was never about human perfection, but about a perfect King who would come—Jesus, the Son of David. 

2 Samuel Chapter 1 — Crawford Standard

David’s Mourning and the Lament of the Mighty

News of Saul’s Death

Verses 1–4

1 After Saul’s death, when David had returned from defeating the Amalekites, he stayed in Ziklag for two days. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 30:17; 1 Samuel 30:1; 1 Samuel 27:6

2 On the third day, a man came from Saul’s camp with torn clothes and dust on his head. When he reached David, he fell to the ground to show respect. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 4:12; Joshua 7:6; 2 Samuel 13:19

3 David asked him, “Where have you come from?” He replied, “I escaped from the Israelite camp.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 4:16; 1 Samuel 31:1; 1 Samuel 4:17

4 “Tell me what happened,” David said. The man answered, “The troops fled from the battle. Many are dead, and Saul and his son Jonathan are also dead.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 31:1; 1 Samuel 31:2; 1 Samuel 31:6

The Amalekite’s Report and Judgment

Verses 5–16

5 David asked the young man, “How do you know that Saul and Jonathan are dead?” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 31:4; 1 Samuel 31:5; 1 Chronicles 10:5

6 He answered, “I happened to be on Mount Gilboa, and I saw Saul leaning on his spear. The enemy chariots and horsemen were closing in. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 31:1; 1 Samuel 31:3; 1 Chronicles 10:1

7 When he looked back and saw me, he called out. I answered, ‘Here I am!’

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 31:3; 1 Chronicles 10:3; 1 Samuel 28:5

8 He asked, ‘Who are you?’ I told him, ‘I’m an Amalekite.’

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 15:2; Exodus 17:8; 1 Samuel 30:1

9 Then he said, ‘Please stand over me and kill me, for I’m in terrible pain and won’t survive.’

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 31:4; Judges 9:54; 1 Chronicles 10:4

10 So I killed him, because I knew he couldn’t live after falling. I took the crown from his head and the bracelet from his arm and brought them to you, my lord.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 31:4; 1 Samuel 16:13; 2 Kings 11:12

11 David tore his clothes in grief, and so did all the men with him. 

 Cross References: Genesis 37:34; 2 Samuel 3:31; Job 1:20

12 They mourned, wept, and fasted until evening for Saul, for Jonathan, and for the people of the Lord and Israel, because they had fallen by the sword. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 31:13; 2 Samuel 3:35; 1 Chronicles 10:12

13 Then David asked the young man again, “Where are you from?” He said, “I am the son of a foreigner, an Amalekite.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 17:14; Deuteronomy 25:19; 1 Samuel 15:8

14 David said, “Why were you not afraid to kill the Lord’s anointed?” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 24:6; 1 Samuel 26:9; 1 Samuel 26:11

15 He called one of his men and said, “Go strike him down.” So the man struck him and he died. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 4:10; 2 Samuel 4:12; 1 Kings 2:25

16 David said, “Your blood is on your own head. Your own mouth has testified that you killed the Lord’s anointed.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 2:19; 1 Kings 2:32; 1 Kings 2:37

David’s Lament for Saul and Jonathan

Verses 17–27

17 David composed a funeral song for Saul and Jonathan. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 3:33; 2 Chronicles 35:25; Amos 8:10

18 (He ordered that it be taught to the people of Judah. It is recorded in the Book of Jashar.) Cross References: Joshua 10:13; Deuteronomy 31:19; 1 Kings 8:53

19 “O Israel, your pride lies slain on the hills. How the mighty have fallen! 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 31:1; 1 Samuel 31:8; Ezekiel 32:27

20 Don’t tell it in Gath, don’t announce it in the streets of Ashkelon—lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice and mock. 

 Cross References: Micah 1:10; 1 Samuel 31:9; Judges 16:23

21 O mountains of Gilboa, may no dew or rain fall on you, nor fields that produce offerings, because the shield of the mighty was defiled—Saul’s shield, no longer anointed with oil. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 31:1; 1 Kings 17:1; Deuteronomy 28:23

22 From the blood of the slain, from the fat of the mighty, Jonathan’s bow never turned back, and Saul’s sword never came back empty. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 18:4; 1 Samuel 20:20; 1 Samuel 31:2

23 Saul and Jonathan—loved and delightful in life, and not divided in death—were swifter than eagles, stronger than lions. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 20:17; 1 Samuel 31:2; Lamentations 4:19

24 Daughters of Israel, weep for Saul, who clothed you in rich scarlet and fine ornaments of gold. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 18:6; Judges 5:30; Proverbs 31:21

25 How the mighty have fallen in battle! Jonathan lies slain on your heights. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 31:2; 1 Samuel 20:41; 1 Chronicles 10:2

26 I grieve for you, my brother Jonathan. You were very dear to me. Your love for me was more wonderful than the love of women. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 18:1; 1 Samuel 18:3; 1 Samuel 20:41

27 How the mighty have fallen, and the weapons of war have perished!” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 31:6; 1 Chronicles 10:6; Isaiah 21:15

Key Lessons from 2 Samuel Chapter 1

•  God takes loyalty seriously — David’s refusal to rejoice at Saul’s death and his execution of the Amalekite highlight the sacredness of God’s anointed and the weight of responsibility in leadership. 

•  Grief and honor can coexist — David wept for both Saul and Jonathan, showing that even flawed leaders can be mourned and remembered for their strength and contribution. 

•  The power of true friendship — David’s lament over Jonathan reveals a bond of deep, covenantal love and loyalty that surpasses even romantic ties—a model of true brotherhood. 

•  The value of memory and song — David’s composition preserved their legacy and called others to remember and learn from the past, reinforcing that remembrance is a spiritual act. 

2 Samuel Chapter 2 — Crawford Standard

David Anointed King, and War Begins Between Judah and Israel David Becomes King in Hebron

(Verses 1–7)

1 After this, David asked the Lord, “Should I move to one of the towns of Judah?” The Lord answered, “Yes, go.” David asked, “Which one should I go to?” The Lord replied, “Hebron.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 23:2; 1 Samuel 30:8; Judges 1:1

2 So David went there with his two wives—Ahinoam from Jezreel and Abigail, the widow of Nabal from Carmel. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 25:42; 1 Samuel 27:3; 1 Samuel 30:5

3 David also brought the men who were with him, each with his family, and they settled in the towns around Hebron. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 27:3; 1 Samuel 30:1; 1 Samuel 22:2

4 Then the men of Judah came and anointed David as king over the house of Judah. When David learned that the men of Jabesh-gilead had buried Saul, 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 16:13; 1 Samuel 31:12; 1 Samuel 11:1

5 he sent them this message: “May the Lord bless you for being loyal to your master Saul and giving him a proper burial. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 31:13; Ruth 2:20; 1 Samuel 11:9

6 May the Lord show you kindness and faithfulness. I will reward you as well because of this good deed. 

 Cross References: Ruth 1:8; 2 Samuel 9:1; Proverbs 3:3

7 Now be strong and brave, for your master Saul is dead, and the people of Judah have anointed me as their king.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 1:6; 1 Chronicles 28:10; 2 Samuel 2:4

Ishbosheth Made King Over Israel

(Verses 8–11)

8 But Abner son of Ner, the commander of Saul’s army, took Saul’s son Ishbosheth and brought him to Mahanaim. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 14:50; Genesis 32:2; 1 Chronicles 8:33

9 He made Ishbosheth king over Gilead, Ashurites, Jezreel, Ephraim, Benjamin, and all Israel. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 8:33; 1 Samuel 31:7; Joshua 17:16

10 Ishbosheth was forty years old when he became king over Israel, and he ruled for two years. But the tribe of Judah followed David. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 5:4; 1 Chronicles 3:4; 2 Samuel 2:4

11 David ruled from Hebron over the tribe of Judah for seven and a half years. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 5:5; 1 Kings 2:11; 1 Chronicles 29:27

Civil War at Gibeon

(Verses 12–17)

12 One day, Abner and Ishbosheth’s soldiers marched from Mahanaim to Gibeon. 

 Cross References: Joshua 9:3; Joshua 10:2; 1 Kings 3:4

13 Joab (son of Zeruiah) and David’s troops met them at the pool of Gibeon. They sat across from each other on opposite sides of the pool. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 41:12; 1 Chronicles 11:6; 2 Samuel 3:27

14 Abner said to Joab, “Let the young men fight for sport before us.” Joab agreed, “Let them fight.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 17:8; 1 Samuel 17:10; Judges 20:31

15 So twelve men from each side—Benjamin for Ishbosheth and David’s men—stood to fight. 

 Cross References: Judges 20:15; 1 Chronicles 12:29; 1 Samuel 17:4

16 They each grabbed their opponent’s head and stabbed them at the same time, and all of them fell dead. So that place was named  Helkath-hazzurim (Field of Blades), near Gibeon. 

 Cross References: Judges 20:31; 1 Kings 2:5; Joshua 5:9

17 A fierce battle broke out, and David’s men defeated Abner and the army of Israel. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 17:52; 2 Samuel 3:1; 1 Chronicles 12:1

Asahel’s Pursuit and Death

(Verses 18–23)

18 Joab, Abishai, and Asahel (sons of Zeruiah) were there. Asahel was as fast as a wild deer. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:16; 2 Samuel 23:24; 1 Chronicles 11:26

19 Asahel chased after Abner and wouldn’t turn aside. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 2:18; Proverbs 4:27; 2 Samuel 2:23

20 Abner turned and asked, “Is that you, Asahel?” He replied, “Yes.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 17:55; 2 Samuel 20:17; 2 Samuel 2:21

21 Abner said, “Turn aside and fight someone else—take his armor for yourself.” But Asahel refused. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 2:23; 1 Samuel 17:53; 2 Samuel 2:14

22 Again, Abner warned, “Stop chasing me! I don’t want to kill you. How could I ever face your brother Joab again?” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 3:27; Genesis 4:9; 2 Samuel 2:23

23 But Asahel wouldn’t stop, so Abner thrust the back end of his spear into Asahel’s stomach. The spear came out the other side, and Asahel fell and died on the spot. Everyone who came to that place stopped and stood still. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 3:30; 2 Samuel 20:10; 2 Samuel 2:19

Joab’s Pursuit and the End of Battle

(Verses 24–32)

24 Joab and Abishai continued chasing Abner until sunset. They reached the hill of Ammah near Giah, on the way to the wilderness of Gibeon. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 3:30; 2 Samuel 18:16; Joshua 10:13

25 The men of Benjamin regrouped behind Abner and took a stand on a hill. 

 Cross References: Judges 20:14; 2 Samuel 2:17; 1 Samuel 11:8

26 Abner called out to Joab, “Must we keep killing each other? Don’t you know this will only end in bitterness? Tell your men to stop chasing their own brothers!” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 20:18; Ecclesiastes 3:8; 2 Samuel 3:1

27 Joab answered, “As God lives, if you hadn’t spoken, the fighting wouldn’t have stopped until morning.” 

 Cross References: Judges 8:1; 2 Samuel 20:1; 2 Samuel 2:14

28 So Joab blew the trumpet, and all the troops stopped. They no longer pursued Israel or continued the battle. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 18:16; 2 Samuel 20:22; Joshua 6:5

29 Abner and his men marched all night, crossed the Jordan River, and reached Mahanaim. 

 Cross References: Genesis 32:2; Joshua 3:16; 2 Samuel 17:24

30 When Joab gathered David’s men, he found that 19 soldiers and Asahel were missing. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 2:23; Numbers 1:3; 2 Samuel 2:19

31 But they had killed 360 of Abner’s men from the tribe of Benjamin. 

 Cross References: Judges 20:35; 1 Samuel 4:10; 2 Samuel 2:17

32 They carried Asahel’s body to Bethlehem and buried him in his father’s tomb. Then Joab and his men marched all night and arrived at Hebron at dawn. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 2:18; Ruth 1:19; 2 Samuel 3:39

Key Lessons from 2 Samuel Chapter 2

•  God’s guidance is essential for every major decision — David didn’t move or act until he sought the Lord, showing us the value of waiting on God’s direction. 

•  Unity without God brings division — Even though Ishbosheth had a claim to the throne, only David was chosen by God. Human attempts at leadership apart from divine calling create unnecessary conflict. 

•  Civil war wounds deeply — The battle at Gibeon illustrates the heartbreak of brother fighting against brother. Asahel’s death is a tragic symbol of what pride and unchecked zeal can cost. 

•  Peacemakers are needed — Abner and Joab finally stopped the conflict when they realized the bitterness it was producing. Wise leadership recognizes when to stop the sword. 

•  True strength is shown through mercy and diplomacy — David’s kindness to the men of Jabesh-gilead and his refusal to claim the throne by force reveal the heart of a godly king. 

2 Samuel Chapter 3 — Crawford Standard

Power Struggles, Political Shifts, and the Fall of Abner

A Long War Between Saul’s House and David’s House

(Verses 1–5)

1 The war between Saul’s family and David’s family lasted a long time. But David’s side kept growing stronger, while Saul’s side grew weaker. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 2:17; 1 Samuel 18:14; Proverbs 4:18

2 During this time, sons were born to David in Hebron. His first son was Amnon, by Ahinoam of Jezreel. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 3:1; 2 Samuel 13:1; 1 Samuel 25:43

3 His second son was Kileab, by Abigail, the widow of Nabal from Carmel. His third son was Absalom, whose mother was Maacah, daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 3:2; 2 Samuel 13:37; 2 Samuel 14:27

4 His fourth son was Adonijah, by Haggith. His fifth was Shephatiah, by Abital. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 3:2; 1 Kings 1:5; 1 Chronicles 3:3

5 His sixth son was Ithream, by Eglah. These sons were all born to David in Hebron. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 3:3; 1 Chronicles 3:4; 2 Samuel 5:13

Abner Breaks with Ishbosheth

(Verses 6–11)

6 While the war continued, Abner kept gaining influence in Saul’s camp. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 2:8; 1 Samuel 14:50; 2 Samuel 3:1

7 Saul had a concubine named Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah. Ishbosheth asked Abner, “Why did you sleep with my father’s concubine?” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 21:8; 1 Kings 2:22; 2 Samuel 16:21

8 Abner became furious and said, “Am I a dog’s head of Judah? I’ve been loyal to your father’s family, to his brothers and friends, and I haven’t betrayed you to David. And now you accuse me over a woman?” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 24:14; 1 Samuel 17:43; 1 Samuel 20:32

9 “May God punish me severely if I don’t help David the way the Lord promised—

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 15:28; 1 Samuel 25:22; 1 Samuel 3:17

10 to take the kingdom from Saul’s family and give it to David, ruling over Israel and Judah from Dan to Beersheba!” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 15:28; Judges 20:1; 2 Samuel 5:3

11 Ishbosheth didn’t dare say another word to Abner because he was afraid of him. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 18:12; Proverbs 29:25; 1 Samuel 18:29

Abner Aligns with David

(Verses 12–21)

12 Abner sent messengers to David, saying, “Whose land is this? Make a covenant with me, and I’ll help bring all of Israel under your rule.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 5:3; 1 Kings 5:12; 2 Samuel 3:21

13 David replied, “I’ll make a deal with you, but you must bring me Saul’s daughter Michal when you come to see me.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 18:27; 1 Samuel 25:44; 1 Samuel 18:20

14 David also sent a message to Ishbosheth, saying, “Give me my wife Michal. I paid for her with the foreskins of 100 Philistines.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 18:25; 1 Samuel 18:27; 1 Samuel 18:20

15 So Ishbosheth sent men to take Michal from her husband, Paltiel son of Laish. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 25:44; Deuteronomy 24:4; 1 Samuel 18:19

16 Her husband followed her, weeping the whole way to Bahurim. But Abner told him, “Go home.” 

And he did. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 16:5; 2 Samuel 19:16; 1 Samuel 25:44

17 Abner then spoke with the elders of Israel. “You’ve wanted David as your king for a long time,” 

he said. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 18:16; 2 Samuel 5:1; 2 Samuel 5:2

18 “Now is the time! The Lord promised, ‘Through David, I will rescue My people from the Philistines and all their enemies.’” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 9:16; 1 Samuel 16:13; 1 Samuel 16:1

19 Abner also spoke to the tribe of Benjamin. Then he went to Hebron to report all this to David. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:20; 2 Samuel 2:9; 2 Samuel 3:12

20 Abner came with twenty men, and David hosted a feast for them. 

 Cross References: Genesis 26:30; Genesis 31:54; 2 Samuel 3:12

21 Abner said, “Let me gather all Israel to you, so they can make a covenant with you and crown you king.” Then David sent him away in peace. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 5:1; 1 Kings 5:12; 2 Samuel 3:13

Joab Murders Abner

(Verses 22–30)

22 Right after Abner left, Joab and David’s men returned from a raid with a lot of plunder. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 30:26; 2 Samuel 3:21; 2 Samuel 2:1

23 Someone told Joab, “Abner came to see the king, and he let him go in peace.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 3:21; 2 Samuel 3:12; 1 Samuel 22:9

24 Joab went to David and asked, “Why did you let Abner go? He came here to spy on you!” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 3:21; 2 Samuel 19:5; Proverbs 27:6

25 “You know Abner—he’s just here to learn your plans and movements.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 29:6; 2 Samuel 5:2; 1 Samuel 27:12

26 Then Joab left David’s presence, secretly sent messengers, and brought Abner back from the well of Sirah—without David’s knowledge. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 41:7; Genesis 37:24; 2 Samuel 3:22

27 When Abner returned, Joab pulled him aside at the city gate, pretending to talk privately. There, Joab stabbed him under the fifth rib and killed him—to avenge his brother Asahel. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 2:23; Numbers 35:19; Deuteronomy 19:12

28 When David heard about it, he said, “I and my kingdom are innocent before the Lord of Abner’s blood forever. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 2:32; Matthew 27:24; 2 Samuel 3:37

29 May Joab and his family bear the guilt! May his descendants suffer disease, violence, or poverty.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 2:33; Leviticus 15:2; Leviticus 13:2

30 Joab and his brother Abishai killed Abner because he had killed their brother Asahel in battle at Gibeon. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 2:23; 2 Samuel 20:10; 2 Samuel 3:27

David Publicly Mourns Abner

(Verses 31–39)

31 David said to Joab and all the people, “Tear your clothes, put on sackcloth, and mourn for Abner.” 

David himself walked behind Abner’s coffin. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 1:11; Genesis 37:34; 1 Kings 21:27

32 They buried Abner in Hebron. The king wept at his grave, and all the people joined in. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 1:12; Genesis 50:10; 2 Samuel 3:31

33 David sang a funeral song for Abner: “Did Abner die like a fool? 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 1:17; 1 Samuel 25:25; 2 Samuel 3:38

34 Your hands weren’t tied, Your feet weren’t chained. You fell as a man falls before the wicked.” 

And the people cried again. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 3:27; 1 Samuel 26:9; 2 Samuel 3:33

35 That day, the people urged David to eat, but he refused and vowed, “May God punish me if I eat before sunset.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 12:17; 1 Samuel 31:13; 2 Samuel 1:12

36 The people noticed and were pleased. Everything David did pleased them. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 18:5; 2 Samuel 3:37; 1 Samuel 18:16

37 They realized David had nothing to do with Abner’s murder. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 3:28; 2 Samuel 3:26; 2 Samuel 3:23

38 The king said, “Don’t you know a great man has fallen in Israel today? 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 1:19; 1 Samuel 26:15; 2 Samuel 3:33

39 Even though I’m king, I feel powerless against Joab and his brother. May the Lord repay the evil one according to his deeds.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 2:5; Psalm 28:4; Proverbs 24:12

Key Lessons from 2 Samuel Chapter 3

•  God’s promises are not forgotten — Even after years of conflict, God’s promise to David was being fulfilled, little by little. 

•  Unchecked ambition corrupts — Abner tried to hold power through influence and relationships, but even he realized God’s will couldn’t be stopped. 

•  Reconciliation is fragile — Just as peace seemed within reach, Joab’s act of vengeance disrupted everything. Personal revenge always threatens national healing. 

•  A godly leader mourns injustice — David’s sincere grief over Abner’s death and his public distancing from the crime strengthened his credibility with the people. 

•  True justice belongs to God — David trusted the Lord to repay those who commit evil, even when they were his own generals. 

2 Samuel Chapter 4 — Crawford Standard

The Fall of Ishbosheth and the Cost of Unrighteous Bloodshed News of Abner’s Death Shakes the Kingdom

(Verses 1–4)

1 When Saul’s son, Ishbosheth, heard that Abner had died in Hebron, he lost all courage, and all Israel was troubled. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 3:27; Joshua 2:11; 1 Samuel 17:11

2 Ishbosheth had two commanders of raiding bands: Baanah and Rechab, the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite from the tribe of Benjamin. (Beeroth is considered part of Benjamin, Cross References: Joshua 9:17; 2 Samuel 23:29; 1 Chronicles 8:6

3 though its people had fled to Gittaim and have lived there as foreigners to this day.)

 Cross References: Nehemiah 11:33; Joshua 9:17; 1 Chronicles 8:6

4 Meanwhile, Jonathan—Saul’s son—had a son named Mephibosheth who was crippled in both feet. 

He was five years old when news of Saul and Jonathan’s deaths came from Jezreel. His nurse picked him up and fled, but as she hurried away, he fell and became lame. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 9:3; 2 Samuel 9:13; 1 Samuel 31:2

Ishbosheth Is Murdered in His Sleep

(Verses 5–7)

5 One day, around noon, when Ishbosheth was resting in his home, Rechab and Baanah came to his house during the heat of the day. 

 Cross References: Judges 3:24; 2 Samuel 11:2; 2 Samuel 4:7

6 They entered as if to collect some wheat and stabbed him in the stomach. Then Rechab and Baanah escaped. 

 Cross References: Judges 3:21; 2 Samuel 2:23; 2 Samuel 20:10

7 They had entered the house while he lay in bed in his bedroom. They killed him, cut off his head, and traveled through the night, taking his head with them across the Jordan Valley. 

 Cross References: Judges 3:21; 1 Samuel 31:9; Judges 7:25

David Executes the Murderers

(Verses 8–12)

8 They brought Ishbosheth’s head to David at Hebron and said, “Here is the head of your enemy’s son —Saul, who tried to kill you! The Lord has given you justice today against Saul and his descendants.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 31:9; 2 Samuel 1:10; 1 Samuel 24:4

9 But David answered Rechab and Baanah, “As surely as the Lord lives, who has rescued me from every trouble, 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 26:24; Psalm 34:22; 1 Kings 1:29

10 when someone brought me the news of Saul’s death thinking it would be a reward, I had him executed in Ziklag—even though he thought he was bringing good news. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 1:15; 2 Samuel 1:16; 2 Samuel 1:5

11 How much more should I punish you, wicked men who have murdered an innocent man in his own house, on his own bed? Shouldn’t I demand his blood from your hands and wipe you from the earth?” 

 Cross References: Genesis 9:6; Exodus 21:12; Numbers 35:33

12 Then David commanded his young men to kill them. They did, and cut off their hands and feet, and hung their bodies beside the pool in Hebron. But they buried Ishbosheth’s head in Abner’s tomb

in Hebron. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 21:9; Deuteronomy 21:23; 2 Samuel 3:32

Key Lessons from 2 Samuel Chapter 4

•  Leadership without support crumbles quickly — With Abner gone, Ishbosheth’s strength vanished, revealing how fragile his reign truly was. 

•  Ruthless ambition always backfires — Rechab and Baanah assumed David would reward them for killing Ishbosheth, but they misunderstood righteousness for revenge. 

•  God’s justice is not man's shortcut — David refused to accept unrighteous killing as a means of fulfilling God's promise to him. Even when his enemy died, he valued justice over personal gain. 

•  Integrity counts in dark moments — David’s refusal to legitimize evil for political advantage demonstrated godly character and gained him respect. 

•  The way you handle power reveals who you really are — David’s judgment showed he wasn’t just a warrior, but a just and God-fearing king. 

2 Samuel Chapter 5 — Crawford Standard

David Anointed King of All Israel and Victorious Over the Philistines David Becomes King Over All Israel

(Verses 1–5)

1 Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and said, “We are your own flesh and blood. 

 Cross References: Genesis 29:14; Genesis 2:23; 1 Chronicles 11:1

2 Even when Saul was our king, it was you who led our armies in and out. And the Lord said to you, 

‘You will shepherd My people Israel and be their ruler.’” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 18:13; 1 Samuel 16:1; 1 Chronicles 11:2

3 So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, and King David made a covenant with them before the Lord. Then they anointed David as king over Israel. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:3; 1 Samuel 16:13; 2 Samuel 2:4

4 David was 30 years old when he began to reign, and he reigned for 40 years. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 29:27; 1 Kings 2:11; 2 Samuel 2:11

5 He ruled over Judah in Hebron for seven and a half years, and he ruled over all Israel and Judah from Jerusalem for 33 years. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 2:11; 1 Kings 2:11; 1 Chronicles 3:4

David Captures Jerusalem

(Verses 6–10)

6 Then the king and his men marched to Jerusalem to attack the Jebusites, who lived there. The Jebusites mocked David, saying, “You’ll never get in here! Even the blind and lame could keep you out!” 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:63; Judges 1:21; 1 Chronicles 11:4

7 But David captured the stronghold of Zion, which became known as the City of David. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:5; 1 Kings 8:1; Psalm 48:2

8 On that day David said, “Whoever attacks the Jebusites should strike through the water shaft and attack the lame and the blind whom David despises.” That’s why people say, “The blind and the lame must not enter the palace.” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:6; Leviticus 21:18; 2 Samuel 5:6

9 David moved into the fortress and called it the City of David. He built around it, starting from the terraces inward. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:8; 1 Kings 9:15; 2 Samuel 5:7

10 And David became more and more powerful because the Lord God of Heaven’s Armies was with him. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:9; 1 Samuel 18:14; Genesis 39:2

David Recognized by Other Nations

(Verses 11–12)

11 Then King Hiram of Tyre sent messengers to David, along with cedar wood, carpenters, and masons, and they built a palace for David. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 14:1; 1 Kings 5:1; 1 Kings 9:11

12 David realized that the Lord had confirmed him as king over Israel and had blessed his kingdom for the sake of His people. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 14:2; 1 Samuel 15:28; 2 Samuel 7:8

David’s Family Grows in Jerusalem

(Verses 13–16)

13 After moving from Hebron to Jerusalem, David took more concubines and wives, and more sons and daughters were born to him. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 14:3; Deuteronomy 17:17; 2 Samuel 3:2

14 These are the names of those born in Jerusalem: Shammua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, Cross References: 1 Chronicles 14:4; 1 Chronicles 3:5; 2 Samuel 12:24

15 Ibhar, Elishua, Nepheg, Japhia, 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 14:5; 1 Chronicles 3:6; 2 Samuel 5:14

16 Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 14:7; 1 Chronicles 3:8; 2 Samuel 5:15

David Defeats the Philistines

(Verses 17–25)

17 When the Philistines heard that David had been anointed king of Israel, they went out in full force to find him. But David heard about it and went down to the fortress. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 14:8; 1 Samuel 23:14; 1 Samuel 24:22

18 The Philistines arrived and spread out in the Valley of Rephaim. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 14:9; Joshua 15:8; Isaiah 17:5

19 David asked the Lord, “Should I attack the Philistines? Will You hand them over to me?” The Lord replied, “Yes, go ahead. I will certainly hand them over to you.” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 14:10; Judges 20:18; 1 Samuel 23:2

20 So David went to Baal-perazim and defeated them there. He said, “The Lord has burst through my enemies like a raging flood!” So he named the place Baal-perazim (meaning “The Lord Who Breaks Through”). 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 14:11; Isaiah 28:21; Judges 5:20

21 The Philistines abandoned their idols there, and David and his men burned them. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 14:12; Deuteronomy 7:5; 1 Samuel 5:2

22 But the Philistines returned and again spread out in the Valley of Rephaim. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 14:13; 2 Samuel 5:18; Joshua 15:8

23 Once again David asked the Lord what to do, and the Lord replied, “Don’t attack them directly. 

Circle around behind them and attack them near the balsam trees. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 14:14; Joshua 8:2; Judges 7:16

24 When you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the trees, move quickly! That will be the signal that the Lord has gone ahead of you to strike the Philistine army.” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 14:15; Judges 4:14; 2 Kings 7:6

25 So David did as the Lord commanded, and he struck down the Philistines all the way from Geba to Gezer. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 14:16; Joshua 10:10; 1 Samuel 17:52

Key Lessons from 2 Samuel Chapter 5

•  God’s promises are fulfilled in His perfect time — After years of waiting and trials, David finally became king over all Israel, just as God had promised. 

•  True leadership is built on faithfulness, not titles — Israel recognized that David had always been their leader, even when Saul was king. 

•  Victory comes from dependence on God — David didn’t rely on military strength alone but sought the Lord’s guidance in every battle. 

•  God’s presence brings strength and growth — David’s kingdom grew because the Lord was with him, not because of his own power. 

•  The Lord is the God of breakthrough — At Baal-perazim, David recognized that God breaks through enemy strongholds. He still does today. 

2 Samuel Chapter 6 — Crawford Standard

Bringing the Ark of God to Jerusalem

The First Attempt to Bring the Ark

(Verses 1–5)

1 David again gathered all the elite troops of Israel—30,000 in all. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 13:1; Numbers 1:46; 1 Samuel 13:2

2 He and all those with him set out from Baale of Judah to bring up the Ark of God, which bears the Name of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, who is enthroned between the cherubim. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 13:6; 1 Samuel 7:1; Exodus 25:22

3 They placed the Ark of God on a new cart and brought it from Abinadab’s house on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, Abinadab’s sons, were guiding the cart. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 13:7; 1 Samuel 7:1; Numbers 7:9

4 Ahio walked in front of the Ark. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 13:7; 1 Samuel 6:7; 1 Samuel 7:2

5 David and all the people of Israel were celebrating before the Lord with all kinds of instruments—

harps, lyres, tambourines, castanets, and cymbals. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 13:8; Psalm 150:4; Exodus 15:20

Uzzah’s Death and David’s Fear

(Verses 6–11)

6 When they arrived at the threshing floor of Nacon, the oxen stumbled, and Uzzah reached out and grabbed the Ark of God to steady it. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 13:9; Numbers 4:15; Numbers 4:20

7 Then the Lord’s anger burned against Uzzah, and God struck him down for his irreverent act. 

Uzzah died there beside the Ark. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 13:10; Numbers 4:15; Leviticus 10:2

8 David was angry because the Lord’s wrath had broken out against Uzzah. So he named the place

“Perez-uzzah,” which means “Outburst Against Uzzah.” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 13:11; 2 Samuel 5:20; Genesis 38:29

9 David was now afraid of the Lord and said, “How can I ever bring the Ark of the Lord into my care?” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 13:12; 1 Samuel 6:20; Malachi 3:2

10 So David decided not to move the Ark into the City of David. Instead, he took it to the home of Obed-edom the Gittite. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 13:13; 1 Samuel 6:1; Joshua 21:24

11 The Ark of the Lord remained there for three months, and the Lord blessed Obed-edom and his entire household. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 13:14; Genesis 39:5; Deuteronomy 28:2

The Ark Brought to Jerusalem with Joy

(Verses 12–15)

12 Then King David was told, “The Lord has blessed Obed-edom’s house because of the Ark of God.” So David went there and brought the Ark to the City of David with great celebration. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 15:25; 1 Chronicles 26:5; 2 Samuel 6:11

13 After the men who were carrying the Ark had taken six steps, David sacrificed a bull and a fattened calf. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 15:26; Numbers 4:5; 1 Kings 8:5

14 And David danced before the Lord with all his might, wearing a linen ephod. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 15:27; Exodus 28:6; Psalm 149:3

15 So David and all Israel brought up the Ark of the Lord with shouts of joy and the sound of trumpets. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 15:28; Joshua 6:20; Psalm 47:5

Michal’s Contempt and David’s Response

(Verses 16–23)

16 As the Ark entered the City of David, Michal, Saul’s daughter, looked out of the window. When she saw King David leaping and dancing before the Lord, she was filled with contempt for him. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 15:29; 1 Samuel 18:20; 1 Samuel 19:11

17 They brought the Ark of the Lord and placed it inside the special tent David had prepared. Then David offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before the Lord. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 7:2; Exodus 40:34; Leviticus 3:1

18 After he finished, he blessed the people in the name of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:14; Numbers 6:24; 2 Chronicles 6:3

19 Then he gave a loaf of bread, a portion of meat, and a cake of raisins to every man and woman in Israel. Then everyone went home. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 16:3; 1 Samuel 30:12; Hosea 3:1

20 When David returned to bless his own family, Michal came out to meet him. She said sarcastically, “How dignified the king of Israel looked today—shamelessly exposing himself like a vulgar person in front of the servant girls!” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 15:29; Exodus 20:26; Habakkuk 2:15

21 David replied, “I was dancing before the Lord, who chose me instead of your father and his family to be ruler over His people. I will celebrate before the Lord! 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 16:1; 1 Samuel 15:28; 2 Samuel 5:2

22 I’m willing to look even more foolish than this—even humiliate myself. But those servant girls you mentioned will think I’m honorable.” 

 Cross References: 1 Corinthians 1:27; Philippians 2:8; Luke 14:11

23 So Michal, the daughter of Saul, had no children for the rest of her life. 

 Cross References: Genesis 30:1; 1 Samuel 1:6; Luke 1:7

Key Lessons from 2 Samuel Chapter 6

•  Worship must be done God’s way — Though David’s heart was in the right place, Uzzah’s death reminds us that irreverence in handling sacred things can bring serious consequences. 

•  God’s presence brings blessing — The household of Obed-edom prospered because the Ark of God was there. 

•  True worship includes joy and sacrifice — David didn’t just move the Ark; he worshipped with all his heart, dancing, sacrificing, and rejoicing before the Lord. 

•  Don’t let pride keep you from praising God — Michal’s pride caused her to despise David’s humility, and her criticism led to barrenness—both physically and spiritually. 

•  The Lord values heart over appearance — While others saw David’s actions as undignified, God saw a man after His own heart worshipping in spirit and truth. 

2 Samuel Chapter 7 — Crawford Standard

God’s Covenant with David

David’s Desire to Build a Temple

(Verses 1–3)

1 After the king settled into his palace and the Lord had given him rest from all his surrounding enemies, 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 17:1; Deuteronomy 12:10; 2 Samuel 5:11

2 he said to the prophet Nathan, “Look! I’m living in a house made of cedar, but the Ark of God is kept inside a tent!” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 17:1; Exodus 26:1; 2 Samuel 6:17

3 Nathan replied, “Go ahead and do whatever is in your heart, for the Lord is with you.” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 17:2; 1 Samuel 16:18; 1 Chronicles 22:11

God’s Message Through Nathan

(Verses 4–17)

4 But that night the word of the Lord came to Nathan:

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 17:3; 1 Samuel 3:1; Jeremiah 1:4

5 “Go and tell My servant David, ‘This is what the Lord says: Are you the one to build a house for Me to live in? 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 17:4; 1 Kings 8:19; Acts 7:47

6 I have not lived in a house from the day I brought the Israelites out of Egypt until now. I have moved from place to place in a tent as My dwelling. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 17:5; Exodus 40:34; 2 Samuel 6:17

7 In all My journeys with the Israelites, did I ever ask any tribal leaders—whom I commanded to shepherd My people—“Why haven’t you built Me a house of cedar?”’

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 17:6; Acts 7:44; Deuteronomy 12:5

8 “Now then, tell My servant David, ‘This is what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies says: I took you from the pasture, from tending sheep, and appointed you to rule over My people Israel. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 17:7; 1 Samuel 16:11; Psalm 78:70

9 I have been with you wherever you have gone and have destroyed all your enemies. I will make your name as famous as anyone who has ever lived. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 17:8; 2 Samuel 8:13; Genesis 12:2

10 And I will provide a homeland for My people Israel—a place of their own where they will live in peace. Wicked people will not oppress them anymore as they did in the past Cross References: 1 Chronicles 17:9; Exodus 15:17; Amos 9:15

11 from the time I appointed judges over My people. I will give you rest from all your enemies. 

Furthermore, the Lord declares that He will build a house for you!’

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 17:10; Judges 2:16; 2 Samuel 7:27

12 “‘When your days are done and you are buried with your ancestors, I will raise up one of your own descendants, your own flesh and blood, and I will establish his kingdom. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 17:11; Matthew 1:1; Acts 13:23

13 He is the one who will build a house for My name, and I will secure his royal throne forever. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:19; Isaiah 9:7; 1 Chronicles 22:10

14 I will be his Father, and he will be My son. When he sins, I will correct him with human discipline, with blows from human hands. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 1:5; Psalm 89:26; Psalm 89:32

15 But I will never take My love from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I removed from before you. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 17:13; 1 Samuel 15:23; Psalm 89:33

16 Your house and your kingdom will stand before Me forever. Your throne will be established forever.’” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 21:7; Psalm 89:36; Luke 1:32

17 Nathan gave David all these words in a vision, exactly as the Lord had spoken. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 17:15; 2 Peter 1:21; 1 Samuel 9:9

David’s Prayer of Gratitude

(Verses 18–29)

18 Then King David went in and sat before the Lord. He said, “Who am I, O Lord God, and what is my family, that You have brought me this far? 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 17:16; Exodus 3:11; 1 Chronicles 29:14

19 And now, Lord God, as if this were a small thing in Your eyes, You have also spoken about the future of my house! Is this Your usual way of dealing with people, O Lord God? 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 17:17; Ephesians 3:20; Isaiah 55:9

20 “What more can I say to You? You know what Your servant is really like, O Lord God. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 17:18; Psalm 139:1; John 21:17

21 Because of Your promise and according to Your own heart, You have done all these great things to make Your servant know them. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 17:19; Psalm 115:1; Ephesians 1:9

22 That is why You are great, O Lord God! There is no one like You, and there is no God besides You, just as we have heard with our own ears. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 17:20; Exodus 15:11; Isaiah 45:5

23 “And who is like Your people Israel—the one nation on earth that God went out to redeem as His own people? You made a name for Yourself by doing great and awesome miracles for them. You

redeemed them from Egypt, from other nations, and from their gods. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 17:21; Deuteronomy 4:7; Deuteronomy 7:6

24 You made Israel Your very own people forever, and You, Lord, have become their God. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 17:22; Exodus 6:7; Jeremiah 31:33

25 “Now, Lord God, fulfill the promise You made to me and my family forever. Do as You have said, 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 17:23; 1 Kings 8:26; Psalm 132:11

26 so that Your name will be honored forever. Then people will say, ‘The Lord of Heaven’s Armies is God over Israel!’ And may the house of Your servant David be established in Your presence. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 17:24; Psalm 89:4; Psalm 48:1

27 “Lord of Heaven’s Armies, God of Israel, You have revealed to me, saying, ‘I will build a house for you.’ So Your servant has found courage to offer this prayer. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 17:25; Jeremiah 33:3; 1 John 5:14

28 Sovereign Lord, You are God! Your words are true, and You have promised this goodness to Your servant. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 17:26; Numbers 23:19; Titus 1:2

29 Now please bless the house of Your servant so that it may continue before You forever. For You, Sovereign Lord, have spoken, and with Your blessing, the house of Your servant will be blessed forever.” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 17:27; Psalm 132:12; 2 Chronicles 6:42

Key Lessons from 2 Samuel Chapter 7

•  God values the heart behind our intentions.  David wanted to build a house for God, but God had bigger plans—to build David an eternal dynasty. 

•  God initiates the greater blessings.  While David desired to honor God, it was God who gave the greater promise: an everlasting throne through David’s lineage. 

•  Messiah is foreshadowed.  The promise of a kingdom that lasts forever points to Jesus Christ, the Son of David, whose throne will never end. 

•  True greatness comes from God.  David’s name became great not because of his accomplishments, but because of God’s favor and purpose. 

•  Gratitude is the right response to grace.  David’s humble, worshipful response is a model of how we should thank God when He gives us undeserved favor. 

2 Samuel Chapter 8 — Crawford Standard

David’s Military Victories and Administration

David Subdues Surrounding Nations

(Verses 1–6)

1 After this, David defeated the Philistines and brought them under his control. He took Metheg-ammah from them. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 18:1; 2 Samuel 5:25; Psalm 18:47

2 He also defeated the Moabites. He made them lie down on the ground and measured them with a line —two lengths to be put to death and one length to be spared. So the Moabites became David’s subjects and brought him tribute. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 18:2; Numbers 24:17; 2 Kings 3:4

3 David also defeated Hadadezer son of Rehob, king of Zobah, when he went to reestablish his control at the Euphrates River. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 18:3; Genesis 15:18; 2 Samuel 10:16

4 David captured 1,000 chariots, 700 charioteers, and 20,000 foot soldiers. He crippled all but 100 of the chariot horses. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 18:4; Deuteronomy 17:16; Joshua 11:6

5 When the Arameans of Damascus came to help Hadadezer king of Zobah, David killed 22,000 of them. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 18:5; Amos 1:3; Isaiah 7:8

6 Then David stationed garrisons in Aram of Damascus, and the Arameans became subject to him and paid tribute. And the Lord gave David victory wherever he went. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 18:6; 2 Samuel 7:9; Psalm 60:12

David Dedicates the Spoils to the Lord

(Verses 7–12)

7 David took the gold shields that belonged to the servants of Hadadezer and brought them to Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 18:7; 1 Kings 10:16; 1 Kings 14:26

8 He also took a large amount of bronze from Betah and Berothai, cities of Hadadezer. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 18:8; 1 Kings 7:47; 1 Chronicles 22:3

9 When Toi king of Hamath heard that David had defeated Hadadezer, Cross References: 1 Chronicles 18:9; 2 Samuel 8:3; 1 Kings 8:65

10 he sent his son Joram to King David to greet and bless him, because he had fought against Hadadezer and defeated him—for Hadadezer had been at war with Toi. Joram brought articles of silver, gold, and bronze. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 18:10; 2 Samuel 8:11; Psalm 68:29

11 King David dedicated these to the Lord, along with the silver and gold he had taken from all the nations he subdued:

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 18:11; 1 Kings 7:51; 1 Chronicles 26:26

12 from Aram, Moab, Ammon, the Philistines, Amalek, and from the spoil of Hadadezer son of Rehob, king of Zobah. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 18:11; 1 Samuel 15:3; Exodus 17:14

David’s Fame and Justice

(Verses 13–14)

13 David made a name for himself when he returned from striking down 18,000 Edomites in the Valley of Salt. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 18:12; 2 Kings 14:7; 2 Samuel 8:6

14 He placed garrisons throughout Edom, and all the Edomites became David’s subjects. And the Lord gave David victory wherever he went. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 18:13; Genesis 27:40; Numbers 24:18

David’s Officials and Administration

(Verses 15–18)

15 So David reigned over all Israel, and he administered justice and righteousness for all his people. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 18:14; 1 Kings 10:9; Psalm 72:2

16 Joab son of Zeruiah was over the army; Jehoshaphat son of Ahilud was the royal historian. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 18:15; 2 Samuel 20:24; 1 Kings 4:3

17 Zadok son of Ahitub and Ahimelech son of Abiathar were priests; Seraiah was the court secretary. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 18:16; 1 Kings 4:4; 2 Samuel 15:24

18 Benaiah son of Jehoiada was in charge of the Cherethites and Pelethites; and David’s sons served as chief officials. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 18:17; 2 Samuel 23:20; 1 Kings 1:38

Key Lessons from 2 Samuel Chapter 8

•  Victory comes from the Lord.  Despite David’s military skill, the chapter repeatedly emphasizes that  “the Lord preserved David wherever he went.”  →  Psalm 20:7 —  “Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the Lord our God.” 

•  David honored God with his success.  He dedicated the treasures and spoils of war to the Lord, recognizing that the victories were not his own doing. →  Proverbs 3:9 —  “Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the best part of everything you produce.” 

•  Leadership must balance power with justice.  David’s reign is described as one of  “justice and righteousness,”  showing that strong leadership must also be fair and God-honoring. 

•  God blesses faithful stewardship.  David governed wisely, surrounded himself with capable leaders, and sought to honor God in his rule. His success wasn’t just military—it was administrative and spiritual. 

2 Samuel Chapter 9 — Crawford Standard

David’s Kindness to Mephibosheth

David Seeks to Honor Jonathan’s Family

(Verses 1–3)

1 One day David asked, “Is there anyone still left in Saul’s family that I can show kindness to for the sake of Jonathan?” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 20:15; 1 Samuel 20:42; 2 Samuel 21:7

2 There was a servant from Saul’s household named Ziba. He was summoned to appear before David, and the king asked him, “Are you Ziba?” “Yes, your servant,” he replied. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 16:1; 2 Samuel 19:17; 2 Samuel 9:9

3 The king then asked, “Is there anyone left from Saul’s family that I can show God’s kindness to?” 

Ziba answered, “Yes, Jonathan has a son. He is crippled in both feet.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 4:4; 1 Samuel 18:3; Micah 6:8

Mephibosheth Is Found and Summoned

(Verses 4–6)

4 “Where is he?” the king asked. “He is living in Lo-debar, at the house of Machir son of Ammiel,” 

Ziba replied. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 17:27; 2 Samuel 4:4; 1 Samuel 20:15

5 So King David sent for him and brought him from the house of Machir son of Ammiel in Lo-debar. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 17:27; 2 Samuel 4:4; Genesis 45:27

6 When Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan and grandson of Saul, came to David, he bowed low with his face to the ground in respect. “Mephibosheth!” David said. “At your service,” he replied. 

 Cross References: Ruth 2:10; 1 Samuel 20:15; 2 Samuel 19:24

David’s Grace and Restoration

(Verses 7–10)

7 “Don’t be afraid,” David said. “I intend to show you kindness because of your father Jonathan. I will restore to you all the land that once belonged to your grandfather Saul, and you will always eat at my table.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 20:15; 2 Samuel 19:28; Luke 14:13

8 Mephibosheth bowed again and said, “Who am I, your servant, that you would show such kindness to a dead dog like me?” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 24:14; 2 Samuel 16:9; 2 Samuel 3:8

9 Then the king called Ziba, Saul’s former servant, and told him, “I have given your master’s grandson everything that belonged to Saul and his family. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 16:4; 2 Samuel 19:29; 2 Samuel 9:7

10 You and your sons and your servants are to farm the land for him and bring in the harvest so that your master’s grandson may have food to eat. But Mephibosheth will eat at my table always.” (Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants.)

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 19:17; 2 Samuel 16:1; Proverbs 27:18

A Seat at the King’s Table

(Verses 11–13)

11 Ziba said to the king, “Your servant will do whatever my lord the king commands.” So Mephibosheth ate at David’s table like one of the king’s own sons. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 9:7; 2 Samuel 19:28; 1 Kings 2:7

12 Mephibosheth had a young son named Micha. Everyone living in Ziba’s household became servants of Mephibosheth. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 8:34; 1 Chronicles 9:40; 2 Samuel 21:7

13 And Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem because he always ate at the king’s table. He was lame in both feet. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 4:4; 2 Samuel 19:24; 1 Kings 2:7

Key Lessons from 2 Samuel Chapter 9

•  Grace seeks out the forgotten.  David actively looked for someone to bless—not because they earned it, but because of a covenant of love and loyalty with Jonathan. →  Luke 19:10 — “For the Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost.” 

•  Honor lasts beyond the grave.  David remembered Jonathan’s kindness and honored it years later, showing the value of loyalty and long-term faithfulness. →  Proverbs 3:3 — “Never let loyalty and kindness leave you!” 

•  God’s kindness lifts the lowly.  Mephibosheth saw himself as “a dead dog,” yet he was seated at the king’s table like a royal son. This mirrors the grace of God that exalts the humble. →

 Ephesians 2:6 — “For He raised us from the dead along with Christ and seated us with Him in the heavenly realms.” 

•  True kindness is restorative.  David didn’t just feed Mephibosheth—he restored his inheritance and gave him a place of belonging. →  Joel 2:25 — “I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten.” 

2 Samuel Chapter 10 — Crawford Standard

David’s Kindness Rejected and War with Ammon

Diplomacy Turned to Humiliation

(Verses 1–5)

1 After this, the king of the Ammonites died, and his son Hanun became king in his place. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 19:1; 2 Samuel 17:27; 1 Samuel 11:1

2 David said, “I’ll show kindness to Hanun son of Nahash, just as his father showed kindness to me.” 

So David sent a delegation to comfort Hanun concerning his father. But when David’s men arrived in Ammon, 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 19:2; 1 Samuel 11:1; Job 2:11

3 the Ammonite officials said to Hanun, “Do you really think David is honoring your father by sending these men? Hasn’t he really sent them to spy out the city and overthrow it?” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 19:3; Genesis 42:9; Nehemiah 2:19

4 So Hanun seized David’s men, shaved off half their beards, cut their clothes at the waist, exposing them, and sent them away. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 19:4; Isaiah 7:20; Leviticus 19:27

5 When David heard what had happened, he sent messengers to meet them, for they were deeply humiliated. The king said, “Stay at Jericho until your beards grow back. Then return.” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 19:5; Ezra 9:3; Psalm 44:15

The Ammonites Prepare for War

(Verses 6–8)

6 Realizing they had deeply offended David, the Ammonites hired 20,000 Aramean foot soldiers from Beth-rehob and Zobah, 1,000 men from the king of Maacah, and 12,000 from the land of Tob. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 19:6; Judges 11:3; 2 Samuel 8:3

7 When David heard about it, he sent Joab with the entire army of mighty warriors. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 19:8; 2 Samuel 8:16; 2 Samuel 23:8

8 The Ammonites marched out and formed a battle line at the city gate, while the Arameans of Zobah and Rehob and the men of Tob and Maacah stood by themselves in the open country. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 19:9; 2 Samuel 11:1; Judges 20:20

Joab’s Strategy and Courage

(Verses 9–14)

9 When Joab saw that they were surrounded front and back, he chose the best troops to fight the Arameans. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 19:10; Judges 7:16; 1 Samuel 14:6

10 The rest of the army he placed under his brother Abishai to fight the Ammonites. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 19:11; 2 Samuel 2:18; 1 Chronicles 2:16

11 Joab said, “If the Arameans are too strong for me, you help me. If the Ammonites are too strong for you, I’ll come help you. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 19:12; Ecclesiastes 4:9; Galatians 6:2

12 Be strong, and let us show courage for our people and the cities of our God. May the Lord do what He sees fit.” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 19:13; Joshua 1:9; 1 Samuel 3:18

13 Then Joab and his troops advanced to fight the Arameans, and they fled before him. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 19:14; Leviticus 26:8; Deuteronomy 28:7

14 When the Ammonites saw the Arameans flee, they also ran from Abishai and retreated into the city. Joab returned to Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 19:15; Judges 7:21; 2 Samuel 11:1

David Defeats the Syrians

(Verses 15–19)

15 After their defeat, the Arameans regrouped. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 19:16; 2 Samuel 8:3; Judges 3:12

16 Hadadezer sent for reinforcements from beyond the Euphrates River. They came to Helam, led by Shobach, commander of Hadadezer’s army. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 19:16; 2 Samuel 8:3; Genesis 15:18

17 When David heard, he gathered all Israel, crossed the Jordan, and went to Helam. The Arameans took up battle formation and fought against David. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 19:17; Joshua 3:17; 2 Samuel 17:24

18 But they fled before Israel, and David killed 700 chariot drivers and 40,000 horsemen. He also struck down Shobach, the army commander, and he died there. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 19:18; Psalm 20:7; 2 Samuel 8:4

19 When all the kings who served Hadadezer saw they were defeated by Israel, they made peace with Israel and became subject to them. After that, the Arameans were afraid to help the Ammonites anymore. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 19:19; Joshua 9:15; 2 Samuel 8:6

Key Lessons from 2 Samuel Chapter 10

•  Kindness is not always received rightly.  David offered genuine comfort, but suspicion and insecurity turned peace into conflict. →  Proverbs 17:13 — “If you repay good with evil, evil will never leave your house.” 

•  Pride leads to humiliation.  The Ammonites dishonored David’s men and ended up bringing destruction upon themselves. →  Proverbs 11:2 — “Pride leads to disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom.” 

•  When under attack, trust in God and stand together.  Joab encouraged his men with courage and unity, trusting God with the outcome. →  1 Corinthians 16:13 — “Be on guard. Stand firm in the faith. Be courageous. Be strong.” 

•  God gives victory to those who rely on Him.  David’s success was not in military might alone but in God’s favor. →  Psalm 44:3 — “They did not conquer the land with their swords; it was not their own strong arm that gave them victory. It was your right hand and strong arm and the blinding light from your face that helped them, for you loved them.” 

2 Samuel Chapter 11 — Crawford Standard

David’s Sin with Bathsheba and the Fall of Uriah

David Stays Behind While Israel Fights

(Verse 1)

1 In the spring, the season when kings normally go to war, David sent Joab with his officers and all Israel to fight the Ammonites. They destroyed them and laid siege to Rabbah. But David stayed behind in Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 20:1; 2 Samuel 12:26; 2 Samuel 10:7

The Sin with Bathsheba

(Verses 2–5)

2 Late one evening, David got up from his bed and walked on the rooftop of the palace. From there, he saw a woman bathing—she was very beautiful. 

 Cross References: Job 31:1; Matthew 5:28; James 1:14

3 David sent someone to find out about her. The man said, “She is Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 23:34; 2 Samuel 23:39; 1 Kings 15:5

4 Then David sent messengers to bring her to him. She came, and he slept with her. (She had just completed her purification after her period.) Then she returned home. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:20; Leviticus 15:19; Exodus 20:14

5 Later, Bathsheba sent word to David: “I’m pregnant.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:23; Proverbs 28:13; Genesis 38:24

David’s Attempt to Cover His Sin

(Verses 6–13)

6 David sent a message to Joab: “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” So Joab sent him to David. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 23:39; Proverbs 26:24; 2 Samuel 11:14

7 When Uriah arrived, David asked how Joab and the troops were doing, and how the war was going. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 11:1; 1 Samuel 17:22; Nehemiah 1:2

8 Then David said, “Go home and relax.” David even sent a gift after him. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 11:11; 1 Samuel 25:27; Genesis 43:34

9 But Uriah didn’t go home. He slept at the entrance of the palace with the rest of the king’s servants. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 11:11; 1 Samuel 22:14; Numbers 32:6

10 When David heard this, he asked Uriah, “You just got back from a journey—why didn’t you go home?” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 11:8; 2 Samuel 11:11; 1 Samuel 21:5

11 Uriah replied, “The Ark and the armies of Israel and Judah are living in tents, and my commander Joab and the soldiers are camped in the open fields. How could I go home to eat, drink, and sleep with my wife? I swear I won’t do such a thing.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 21:5; Numbers 32:6; 1 Samuel 25:26

12 David said, “Stay here today, and tomorrow I’ll send you back.” So Uriah stayed in Jerusalem another day. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 11:13; Genesis 19:2; Judges 19:6

13 David invited him to eat and drink, and made him drunk. But that evening Uriah still didn’t go home; he slept with the servants again. 

 Cross References: Genesis 19:33; Habakkuk 2:15; Proverbs 20:1

David Orders Uriah’s Death

(Verses 14–17)

14 The next morning, David wrote a letter to Joab and gave it to Uriah to deliver. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 21:8; 2 Samuel 11:15; Psalm 55:21

15 In it he wrote: “Put Uriah on the front lines where the fighting is fiercest. Then pull back from him so he’ll be struck down and killed.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 21:9; 2 Samuel 12:9; 2 Samuel 3:27

16 So Joab assigned Uriah to a place near the city wall, where he knew the enemy’s strongest men were. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 11:15; 1 Kings 21:12; 2 Samuel 12:9

17 When the men of the city came out to fight, Uriah was killed along with other Israelite soldiers. 

 Cross References: Judges 9:53; 2 Samuel 11:21; 2 Samuel 12:9

Joab Reports Uriah’s Death

(Verses 18–25)

18 Joab sent a full report of the battle to David. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 11:19; 1 Samuel 4:17; 2 Samuel 1:2

19 He instructed the messenger, “When you finish telling the king all about the battle, Cross References: 2 Samuel 11:20; 2 Samuel 1:4; Judges 9:53

20 if he gets angry and asks, ‘Why did you go so close to the wall? Didn’t you know they’d shoot arrows from there? 

 Cross References: Judges 9:50; Judges 9:53; 2 Samuel 11:21

21 Who killed Abimelech son of Jerubbesheth? Didn’t a woman throw a millstone on him from the wall? Why did you get so close?’—then tell him, ‘Your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead too.’” 

 Cross References: Judges 9:53; Judges 9:54; 2 Samuel 12:9

22 The messenger arrived and reported everything Joab had told him. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 11:18; 2 Samuel 18:19; 1 Samuel 4:17

23 He said, “The enemy came out to fight us in the field. We pushed them back to the city gate. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 10:8; 2 Samuel 11:15; Judges 20:20

24 Then the archers shot arrows from the wall at us. Some of the king’s men were killed, and your servant Uriah the Hittite also died.” 

 Cross References: Judges 9:53; 2 Samuel 11:17; 2 Samuel 12:9

25 David replied, “Tell Joab, ‘Don’t be discouraged. The sword devours one as well as another. Keep fighting and take the city!’ Encourage him.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 12:9; 2 Samuel 2:26; Ecclesiastes 9:11

Bathsheba Becomes David’s Wife

(Verses 26–27)

26 When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband had died, she mourned for him. 

 Cross References: Genesis 50:10; Deuteronomy 21:13; Ecclesiastes 3:4

27 After the mourning period, David brought her to his house, and she became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing David had done displeased the Lord. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 12:9; Psalm 51:4; 1 Chronicles 3:5

Key Lessons from 2 Samuel Chapter 11

•  Sin often begins in idleness.  David remained home instead of leading in battle—his spiritual guard was down. →  Proverbs 16:27 — “Idle hands are the devil’s workshop.” 

•  One sin leads to another if left unchecked.  Lust led to adultery, then to lies, manipulation, and eventually murder. →  James 1:15 — “These desires give birth to sinful actions. And when sin is allowed to grow, it gives birth to death.” 

•  Integrity refuses to compromise—even under pressure.  Uriah’s faithfulness stands in stark contrast to David’s failure. →  Psalm 15:2 — “Those who lead blameless lives and do what is right, speaking the truth from sincere hearts.” 

•  God sees what is done in secret.  Though David covered his tracks before men, “the thing he had done displeased the Lord.” →  Hebrews 4:13 — “Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. 

Everything is naked and exposed before his eyes.” 

2 Samuel Chapter 12 — Crawford Standard

Nathan Confronts David, and Judgment Falls

Nathan’s Story: A Parable of Injustice

(Verses 1–6)

1 The Lord sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, “There were two men in a certain city —one was rich, the other poor. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 7:4; 2 Samuel 14:1; Isaiah 5:1

2 The rich man had many flocks and herds. 

 Cross References: Job 1:3; Genesis 13:2; 2 Samuel 12:8

3 But the poor man had nothing except one little lamb he had bought. He raised it, and it grew up with him and his children. It ate from his plate, drank from his cup, and slept in his arms. It was like a daughter to him. 

 Cross References: Exodus 22:1; Luke 15:4; Isaiah 40:11

4 One day, a traveler came to the rich man. But instead of using one of his own animals to prepare a meal for his guest, he took the poor man’s lamb and cooked it for the visitor.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 18:7; Leviticus 19:13; Exodus 22:1

5 David was furious. He said to Nathan, “As surely as the Lord lives, the man who did this deserves to die! 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 11:15; Exodus 22:1; 1 Samuel 20:3

6 He must repay four times the value of the lamb because he did such a cruel thing and showed no compassion!” 

 Cross References: Exodus 22:1; Luke 19:8; Proverbs 6:31

Nathan’s Bold Accusation and God’s Judgment

(Verses 7–12)

7 Then Nathan said to David, “You are that man! This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘I anointed you king over Israel and rescued you from Saul. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 16:13; 1 Samuel 19:10; 2 Samuel 5:2

8 I gave you his house and his wives and the kingdoms of Israel and Judah. And if that hadn’t been enough, I would have given you even more. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 5:3; 1 Samuel 25:39; 2 Samuel 9:7

9 Why have you despised the word of the Lord by doing what is evil in his sight? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife as your own. You killed him through the Ammonites. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:13; Exodus 20:14; 2 Samuel 11:15

10 Now the sword will never leave your house because you have despised me and taken Uriah’s wife. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 13:28; 2 Samuel 18:14; 1 Kings 2:25

11 This is what the Lord says: I am going to bring disaster upon you from within your own household. I will take your wives and give them to another, and he will sleep with them in broad daylight. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 16:22; 2 Samuel 15:14; 2 Samuel 12:12

12 You did this in secret, but I will do this in front of all Israel, in the open.’” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 16:22; Numbers 32:23; Luke 12:2

David’s Repentance and the Child’s Death

(Verses 13–23)

13 David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” Nathan replied, “The Lord has forgiven your sin—you won’t die. 

 Cross References: Psalm 51:4; Psalm 32:5; 1 John 1:9

14 But because of what you’ve done, you’ve given the enemies of the Lord an opportunity to blaspheme. The child born to you will die.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 12:18; Romans 2:24; 2 Samuel 12:15

15 Then Nathan went home. The Lord struck the child that Uriah’s wife had borne to David, and the child became very sick. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 12:14; 2 Samuel 12:24; Psalm 51:1

16 David pleaded with God for the child. He fasted and spent the nights lying on the ground. 

 Cross References: Joel 2:12; 1 Kings 21:27; Psalm 69:10

17 The elders of his household tried to get him up, but he refused and would not eat. 

 Cross References: Genesis 37:35; Job 2:13; 2 Samuel 12:16

18 On the seventh day, the child died. David’s servants were afraid to tell him. They said, “He wouldn’t listen while the child was alive. What will he do if we tell him the child is dead?” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 12:14; 2 Samuel 13:32; Job 3:11

19 But David noticed them whispering and realized what had happened. He asked, “Is the child dead?” They replied, “Yes.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 18:32; 2 Samuel 1:4; John 11:14

20 Then David got up, washed, put on lotions, and changed clothes. He went into the house of the Lord and worshiped. Then he returned to his palace and ate. 

 Cross References: Ruth 3:3; Genesis 35:2; Ecclesiastes 3:4

21 His servants asked, “Why are you acting this way? While the child was alive, you fasted and wept. 

But now that he’s dead, you’ve gotten up and eaten.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 12:16; 2 Samuel 1:12; Job 1:20

22 David answered, “While the child was alive, I fasted and wept. I thought, ‘Maybe the Lord will be gracious and let the child live.’

 Cross References: Joel 2:14; Jonah 3:9; 2 Samuel 12:16

23 But now he’s dead—why should I fast? Can I bring him back? I will go to him one day, but he won’t return to me.” 

 Cross References: Job 7:10; Job 14:10; 2 Samuel 14:14

Solomon Is Born and Loved by God

(Verses 24–25)

24 Then David comforted his wife Bathsheba. He slept with her, and she gave birth to a son. David named him Solomon. The Lord loved him, 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 22:9; 1 Kings 1:13; Matthew 1:6

25 and sent word through Nathan the prophet to name him Jedidiah (“beloved of the Lord”), because the Lord loved him. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 7:12; 1 Chronicles 22:9; Isaiah 62:4

Victory Over Rabbah

(Verses 26–31)

26 Meanwhile, Joab was fighting against Rabbah of the Ammonites and captured the royal city. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 11:1; 1 Chronicles 20:1; Deuteronomy 3:11

27 He sent messengers to David, saying, “I have fought against Rabbah and captured its water supply. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 11:1; 1 Chronicles 20:1; 2 Samuel 12:26

28 Now gather the rest of the troops, come finish the battle, and take the city. Otherwise, I’ll capture it, and it will be named after me.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 11:1; 1 Chronicles 20:1; Proverbs 25:6

29 So David gathered the troops, went to Rabbah, attacked it, and took it. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 20:1; 2 Samuel 11:1; Deuteronomy 3:11

30 He took the crown from the head of their king—it weighed about 75 pounds and was set with precious stones—and placed it on his own head. He brought out vast amounts of plunder. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 20:2; Psalm 21:3; 1 Kings 10:2

31 He removed the people and forced them to work with saws, iron picks, and axes, and made them labor at brick kilns. This was done to all the Ammonite cities. Then David and all his army returned to Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 20:3; Deuteronomy 20:11; Joshua 9:23

Key Lessons from 2 Samuel Chapter 12

•  Sin has consequences, even when forgiven.  David was spared, but his actions brought judgment on his household. →  Galatians 6:7 — “You will always harvest what you plant.” 

•  God values repentance over reputation.  David’s honesty in confession opened the way to restoration. →  Psalm 51:17 — “A broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.” 

•  God’s mercy still flows in judgment.  Though David sinned, God brought Solomon from that union—a child of destiny. →  Romans 8:28 — “God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love Him.” 

•  True worship includes surrender.  David worshiped even in grief, trusting God’s will. →  Job 1:21 — “The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord.” 

2 Samuel Chapter 13 — Crawford Standard

Tragedy in the House of David

Amnon’s Obsession and Jonadab’s Scheme

(Verses 1–5)

1 After this, David’s son Absalom had a beautiful sister named Tamar. And David’s son Amnon was in love with her. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 3:2; 1 Chronicles 3:2; Genesis 34:2

2 Amnon was so obsessed with his sister Tamar that he became sick. She was a virgin, and Amnon didn’t think there was any way he could be with her. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 6:25; Genesis 34:2; James 1:14

3 But Amnon had a crafty friend named Jonadab, the son of Shimeah (David’s brother). 

 Cross References: Genesis 3:1; 1 Chronicles 2:13; 2 Samuel 21:21

4 Jonadab said to him, “Why are you, the king’s son, looking so worn out every day? Tell me what’s going on.” Amnon replied, “I’m in love with Tamar, my brother Absalom’s sister.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 34:3; Proverbs 27:9; Judges 16:15

5 Jonadab said, “Here’s what you should do: Pretend to be sick, and when your father comes to see you, say, ‘Please let my sister Tamar come and prepare some food in front of me so I can watch and eat from her hand.’” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 21:13; Genesis 27:19; Genesis 27:9

Tamar’s Innocence Violated

(Verses 6–14)

6 So Amnon laid down and pretended to be sick. When the king came to see him, Amnon said, 

“Please let Tamar come and make a couple of cakes in my sight, so I can eat from her hand.” 


 Cross References: 2 Samuel 13:5; Genesis 27:14; 2 Samuel 13:2

7 David sent word to Tamar at home, “Go to your brother Amnon’s house and prepare food for him.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 13:5; Genesis 37:13; 2 Samuel 13:20

8 Tamar went to his house and found him lying down. She took flour, kneaded it, made cakes before him, and baked them. 

 Cross References: Genesis 18:6; 1 Samuel 28:24; 2 Samuel 13:6

9 Then she poured them out on a pan in front of him, but he refused to eat. He said, “Send everyone out!” So they all left. 

 Cross References: Genesis 45:1; 2 Samuel 13:17; Proverbs 4:16

10 Amnon said, “Bring the food into the bedroom so I can eat from your hand.” So Tamar brought it to him. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 13:6; 2 Samuel 13:5; Proverbs 7:16

11 But as she came close, he grabbed her and said, “Come to bed with me, my sister.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 39:12; Proverbs 7:13; Leviticus 18:9

12 She said, “No, my brother! Don’t force me! Such a thing should never be done in Israel. Don’t be so foolish! 

 Cross References: Genesis 34:7; Deuteronomy 22:25; Judges 19:23

13 Where would I take my shame? And what about you? You would be like one of the wicked fools in Israel. Please speak to the king—he won’t keep me from marrying you.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 34:7; Leviticus 20:17; Leviticus 18:9

14 But Amnon wouldn’t listen to her. He was stronger than she was, and he forced her and slept with her. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 22:25; Genesis 34:2; 2 Samuel 13:32

Hatred and Humiliation

(Verses 15–19)

15 Then Amnon hated her with intense hatred. The hatred he felt was greater than the love he had for her. He said, “Get up and leave!” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 13:22; Proverbs 5:4; 1 Samuel 18:9

16 Tamar said, “No, sending me away now is even worse than what you’ve already done!” But he wouldn’t listen. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 22:29; Genesis 21:14; Judges 19:25

17 He called his servant and said, “Throw this woman out and lock the door behind her.” 

 Cross References: Judges 19:25; 2 Samuel 13:9; Genesis 21:10

18 She was wearing a long robe, the kind worn by virgin daughters of the king. His servant threw her out and bolted the door. 

 Cross References: Genesis 37:3; Genesis 37:23; Judges 19:27

19 Tamar put ashes on her head, tore her long robe, and laid her hand on her head as she walked away, weeping loudly. 

 Cross References: Genesis 37:34; 2 Samuel 1:2; Esther 4:1

Absalom’s Silent Rage

(Verses 20–22)

20 Absalom said, “Has Amnon your brother been with you? Be quiet for now, my sister. He is your brother. Don’t take this to heart.” So Tamar lived as a desolate woman in Absalom’s house. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 13:22; 2 Samuel 13:32; Genesis 34:5

21 When King David heard what happened, he was furious. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 13:39; Genesis 34:7; Genesis 49:6

22 But Absalom said nothing to Amnon—good or bad—because he hated him for raping his sister Tamar. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 13:15; Genesis 37:4; Genesis 34:25

Absalom Plots Revenge

(Verses 23–29)

23 Two years later, Absalom had his sheep sheared at Baal-hazor, near Ephraim. He invited all the king’s sons. 

 Cross References: Genesis 38:12; 1 Samuel 25:2; 2 Samuel 14:28

24 Absalom went to the king and said, “Please let the king and his servants come to my feast.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 25:8; Genesis 38:13; 2 Samuel 13:23

25 The king replied, “No, my son. If we all go, it would be too much for you.” Absalom urged him, but David declined and gave him his blessing. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 13:24; Genesis 33:12; Judges 19:6

26 Then Absalom said, “If not, then let my brother Amnon come with us.” The king asked, “Why should he go with you?” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 13:23; Genesis 42:38; Genesis 44:29

27 But Absalom kept insisting, so David let Amnon and all his sons go. 

 Cross References: Genesis 43:14; 2 Samuel 13:26; Proverbs 27:6

28 Absalom instructed his servants, “Watch Amnon closely. When he’s drunk and I say, ‘Strike him down,’ kill him. Don’t be afraid. I’m ordering you—be strong and brave.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 11:15; Esther 1:10; Genesis 34:25

29 So Absalom’s servants killed Amnon, just as he had ordered. Then all the king’s sons jumped up, got on their mules, and fled. 

 Cross References: Genesis 34:26; 2 Samuel 12:10; 2 Samuel 3:27

Panic at the Palace

(Verses 30–33)

30 While they were on their way, word reached David: “Absalom has killed all the king’s sons! None are left!” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 13:33; Job 1:19; 2 Samuel 18:19

31 The king tore his clothes and threw himself on the ground. His officials stood by in shock. 

 Cross References: Genesis 37:34; 2 Samuel 1:11; Job 1:20

32 But Jonadab, son of Shimeah (David’s brother), said, “Don’t believe they’ve all been killed. Only Amnon is dead. Absalom has been planning this ever since Amnon raped his sister Tamar. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 13:3; 2 Samuel 13:14; 2 Samuel 13:22

33 Don’t take it to heart, my king—only Amnon is dead.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 13:30; 2 Samuel 13:21; 2 Samuel 18:33

Absalom Flees

(Verses 34–39)

34 Meanwhile, Absalom fled. A lookout on the hill saw a crowd coming toward the city. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 13:37; 2 Samuel 15:14; 2 Samuel 3:3

35 Jonadab said, “Look, the king’s sons are coming—just as I said.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 13:32; 2 Samuel 13:3; 2 Samuel 13:36

36 As he finished speaking, the king’s sons arrived, crying loudly. The king and all his officials also wept bitterly. 

 Cross References: Genesis 45:2; 2 Samuel 1:12; Genesis 50:1

37 Absalom fled to Talmai son of Ammihud, king of Geshur. David mourned for Amnon every day. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 3:3; 2 Samuel 13:38; Genesis 37:35

38 Absalom stayed in Geshur for three years. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 14:23; 2 Samuel 3:3; 2 Samuel 15:8

39 King David longed to be reunited with Absalom, because he had finally come to terms with Amnon’s death. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 14:1; Genesis 37:35; 2 Samuel 12:24

Key Lessons from 2 Samuel Chapter 13

•  Lust is not love.  Amnon’s actions proved his "love" was selfish, destructive, and evil. →  1

 Corinthians 13:5 — “Love does not demand its own way.” 

•  Sin multiplies when unchecked.  David failed to discipline Amnon, and the lack of justice led to Absalom’s bitter revenge. →  Ecclesiastes 8:11 — “When a crime is not punished quickly, people feel it is safe to do wrong.” 

•  Silence can be dangerous.  Absalom’s quiet hatred grew into premeditated murder. →

 Ephesians 4:26–27 — “Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold.” 

•  Sexual abuse leaves deep wounds.  Tamar’s desolation highlights the pain victims suffer and the need for justice and compassion. →  Psalm 147:3 — “He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.” 

2 Samuel Chapter 14 — Crawford Standard

The Return of Absalom

Joab’s Scheme to Reunite Father and Son

(Verses 1–3)

1 Joab, the son of Zeruiah, noticed how much the king longed to see Absalom. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 13:39; Proverbs 21:1; 2 Samuel 3:39

2 So Joab sent for a wise woman from Tekoa and said, “Pretend to be in mourning. Dress in mourning clothes and don’t use any perfume. Act like a woman who has grieved for the dead a long

time. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 12:1; Amos 1:1; 1 Kings 20:35

3 Go to the king and tell him this story.” Then Joab told her exactly what to say. 

 Cross References: Exodus 4:15; Jeremiah 1:9; 2 Samuel 14:19

The Wise Woman’s Plea

(Verses 4–11)

4 When the woman from Tekoa approached the king, she fell with her face to the ground and said, 

“Help me, O king!” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 6:26; 1 Samuel 25:23; 2 Samuel 9:8

5 “What’s the matter?” the king asked. She replied, “I’m a widow. My husband is dead. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 17:9; Ruth 1:5; Exodus 22:22

6 I had two sons. They got into a fight out in the field, and since there was no one to separate them, one struck the other and killed him. 

 Cross References: Genesis 4:8; 2 Samuel 13:28; Deuteronomy 21:1

7 Now the whole family has risen up against me. They demand, ‘Hand over the one who killed his brother so we can put him to death for taking his brother’s life!’ They want to kill the only heir I have and leave me with no one to carry on my husband’s name.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 35:19; 1 Kings 11:36; 2 Samuel 13:32

8 The king said, “Go home. I’ll take care of the matter.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 3:27; 2 Samuel 9:9; 2 Samuel 14:11

9 The woman said, “My lord the king, let the blame be on me and my father’s house. You and your throne are innocent.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 25:24; Matthew 27:25; Joshua 2:19

10 The king replied, “If anyone says anything to you, bring them to me, and they won’t bother you again.” 

 Cross References: Ruth 2:9; Genesis 20:6; 2 Samuel 14:11

11 Then she said, “Please swear by the Lord your God that you won’t allow anyone to execute my son.” The king replied, “As surely as the Lord lives, not a hair of your son’s head will fall to the ground.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 14:45; 1 Kings 1:52; Luke 21:18

The Real Message Revealed

(Verses 12–20)

12 Then the woman said, “Let me say one more thing.” 

 Cross References: Esther 5:3; Genesis 18:30; 1 Samuel 25:24

13 “Go ahead,” the king said. And she said, “Why have you done the very same thing against God’s people? You’ve convicted yourself by not bringing home the one who was banished. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 30:4; Isaiah 56:8; 2 Samuel 14:21

14 We will all die someday—we’re like water spilled on the ground that can’t be gathered again. But God doesn’t take life; instead, He makes a way for those who are banished to be restored. 

 Cross References: Psalm 90:5; 2 Samuel 12:23; James 4:14

15 I came to speak because the people scared me. I thought, ‘Maybe the king will hear me Cross References: Esther 4:16; Genesis 32:7; 1 Samuel 25:24

16 and save me and my son from those trying to destroy us.’

 Cross References: Numbers 27:4; Ruth 4:10; 1 Kings 21:3

17 You, my lord the king, are like an angel of God, able to discern good and evil. May the Lord your God be with you.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 3:9; 2 Samuel 19:27; 2 Samuel 14:20

18 The king asked, “Tell me the truth—is Joab behind all this?” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 3:17; Joshua 7:19; 2 Samuel 14:19

19 The woman replied, “As surely as you live, my lord the king, you’re right. Joab sent me and told me what to say. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 14:2; 2 Samuel 14:3; 1 Kings 2:5

20 He did it to bring about this situation. But you, my king, are as wise as an angel of God and know everything that happens in the land.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 14:17; 1 Kings 4:29; 1 Samuel 16:18

Absalom’s Return and Isolation

(Verses 21–24)

21 Then the king said to Joab, “I’ve decided—go and bring back the young man Absalom.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 14:23; 2 Samuel 13:39; 2 Samuel 14:1

22 Joab fell on his face and thanked the king. “Now I know I’ve found favor in your eyes, my lord the king, because you’ve granted my request.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 33:15; 2 Samuel 15:25; Ruth 2:13

23 Joab went to Geshur and brought Absalom back to Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 13:37; 2 Samuel 13:38; 2 Samuel 3:3

24 But the king said, “He may return to his house, but he must not see my face.” So Absalom lived in Jerusalem, but he did not see the king. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 14:28; 2 Samuel 14:32; Genesis 43:3

Absalom’s Handsome Appearance and Family

(Verses 25–27)

25 In all Israel there was no man as handsome as Absalom. From the top of his head to the soles of his feet, there was no blemish in him. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 9:2; 1 Samuel 16:12; Song of Solomon 4:7

26 He cut his hair only once a year because it grew so heavy—it weighed about five pounds by the royal standard. 

 Cross References: Judges 16:17; 1 Corinthians 11:14; 2 Samuel 18:9

27 Absalom had three sons and a daughter named Tamar. She was very beautiful. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 13:1; 2 Samuel 18:18; 1 Kings 15:2

Absalom Demands an Audience

(Verses 28–33)

28 Absalom lived in Jerusalem two years without seeing the king’s face. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 14:24; 2 Samuel 14:32; 2 Samuel 13:38

29 He sent for Joab to ask him to arrange a meeting with the king, but Joab wouldn’t come. He sent for him a second time, but Joab still didn’t come. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 14:30; 2 Samuel 14:32; Job 19:16

30 So Absalom told his servants, “Joab has a field next to mine with barley—go and set it on fire.” 

So they did. 

 Cross References: Judges 15:4; 2 Samuel 13:28; 2 Samuel 14:31

31 Then Joab came to Absalom and demanded, “Why did your servants set my field on fire?” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 14:30; Judges 15:5; 2 Samuel 14:32

32 Absalom said, “I sent for you and you didn’t come. I wanted you to go to the king and ask, ‘Why was I brought back from Geshur if I can’t see him? I’d be better off still there!’ Now let me see the king. If I’m guilty of anything, let him put me to death.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 20:8; 2 Samuel 14:24; 2 Samuel 14:28

33 So Joab went to the king and told him everything. David summoned Absalom, and when Absalom came in, he bowed down low before the king, and the king kissed him. 

 Cross References: Luke 15:20; Genesis 33:4; 2 Samuel 15:5

Key Lessons from 2 Samuel Chapter 14

•  God desires reconciliation over banishment.  Like the wise woman said, God devises ways for the banished to return. →  Luke 15:20 — “While he was still a long way off, his father saw

him and was filled with compassion.” 

•  Forgiveness is not the same as restoration.  David allowed Absalom to return but withheld relationship, leading to deeper bitterness. →  Matthew 18:15 — “If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you.” 

•  Delays in reconciliation can provoke worse conflict.  David’s cold silence made Absalom reckless and desperate. →  Ephesians 4:26 — “Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry.” 

•  Even good intentions can be manipulated.  Joab’s plan worked, but it was based on deception. →  Proverbs 12:22 — “The Lord detests lying lips, but he delights in those who tell the truth.” 

2 Samuel Chapter 15 — Crawford Standard

Absalom’s Conspiracy and David’s Escape

Absalom’s Deception Begins

(Verses 1–6)

1 After this, Absalom acquired a chariot, horses, and fifty men to run ahead of him. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 1:5; 1 Samuel 8:11; Deuteronomy 17:16

2 He would rise early and stand beside the city gate, and whenever someone came to bring a case to the king for judgment, Absalom would ask, “What city are you from?” The person would answer, 

“Your servant is from one of the tribes of Israel.” 

 Cross References: Ruth 4:1; Deuteronomy 21:19; Amos 5:15

3 Absalom would say, “Your case is good and right, but the king has not appointed anyone to hear you.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 18:26; 1 Kings 3:28; Proverbs 29:4

4 Then he would add, “Oh, that I were judge in the land! Then every man with a dispute or cause could come to me, and I would give him justice.” 

 Cross References: Proverbs 29:26; 1 Samuel 8:5; Psalm 122:5

5 When anyone approached him to bow before him, Absalom would reach out, take hold of him, and kiss him. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 20:9; Proverbs 27:6; Luke 22:48

6 Absalom did this to all who came to the king for judgment, and in doing so, he stole the hearts of the men of Israel. 

 Cross References: Genesis 31:26; Romans 16:18; Proverbs 25:15

The Conspiracy at Hebron

(Verses 7–12)

7 After four years, Absalom said to the king, “Please let me go to Hebron to fulfill a vow I made to the Lord.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 2:4; Numbers 30:2; Ecclesiastes 5:4

8 He explained, “While I was in Geshur in Aram, I made a vow: ‘If the Lord brings me back to Jerusalem, I will worship Him in Hebron.’” 

 Cross References: Genesis 28:20; Psalm 66:13; Jonah 2:9

9 The king said, “Go in peace.” So Absalom went to Hebron. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 1:17; Judges 18:6; Exodus 4:18

10 But Absalom had secretly sent spies throughout Israel, instructing them, “As soon as you hear the sound of the trumpet, then say, ‘Absalom reigns in Hebron!’” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 1:34; 2 Samuel 20:1; 2 Samuel 15:12

11 Two hundred men from Jerusalem had gone with Absalom, unaware of the conspiracy. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 14:15; Proverbs 1:10; 2 Samuel 15:10

12 While offering sacrifices, Absalom sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, David’s counselor, from his hometown of Giloh. The conspiracy grew strong, and more people joined Absalom. 

 Cross References: Psalm 41:9; 2 Samuel 16:23; 2 Samuel 15:31

David Flees Jerusalem

(Verses 13–23)

13 A messenger came to David, saying, “The hearts of the men of Israel are with Absalom.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 15:6; 2 Samuel 17:11; 1 Kings 12:16

14 David told his officials, “We must flee, or none of us will escape Absalom. Hurry, or he’ll overtake us and bring disaster.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 3:1; Genesis 19:17; Matthew 2:13

15 The king’s servants replied, “We are your servants, ready to do whatever you command.” 

 Cross References: Ruth 1:16; 2 Samuel 15:21; Exodus 24:3

16 So the king left, with his entire household following him. He left behind ten concubines to care for the palace. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 12:11; 2 Samuel 16:22; 2 Samuel 20:3

17 The king and all the people with him set out and stopped at a distant house. 

 Cross References: Psalm 55:6; Psalm 55:12; 2 Samuel 15:23

18 All his officials and bodyguards—the Cherethites, Pelethites, and six hundred Gittites from Gath— passed before him. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 8:18; 1 Samuel 27:2; 1 Kings 1:38

19 The king said to Ittai the Gittite, “Why should you come with us? Go back and stay with the new king. You’re a foreigner, an exile. 

 Cross References: Ruth 1:11; Ruth 2:10; 2 Samuel 15:20

20 You only arrived yesterday. Should I make you wander with us? Go back with your people. May the Lord show you mercy and faithfulness.” 

 Cross References: Proverbs 3:3; 2 Samuel 2:6; Psalm 85:10

21 But Ittai replied, “As surely as the Lord lives and as my lord the king lives, wherever you are—

whether in life or death—there your servant will be.” 

 Cross References: Ruth 1:16; Ruth 1:17; John 13:37

22 David said, “Go ahead and cross over.” So Ittai and all his people, including their children, crossed. 

 Cross References: Exodus 10:9; Ruth 1:18; 2 Samuel 15:21

23 The whole countryside wept aloud. The king crossed the Kidron Valley, and all the people moved toward the wilderness. 

 Cross References: John 18:1; Psalm 3:1; 2 Kings 23:6

Zadok and the Ark of God

(Verses 24–29)

24 Zadok and the Levites brought the ark of God with them. They set it down while Abiathar offered sacrifices until all had passed. 

 Cross References: Numbers 4:15; Joshua 3:6; 1 Chronicles 15:2

25 The king told Zadok, “Take the ark back to the city. If I find favor with the Lord, He will bring me back and let me see it again. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 3:18; Job 1:21; 2 Samuel 7:18

26 But if He says, ‘I am not pleased with you,’ then I am ready; let Him do what He sees fit.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 3:18; 2 Samuel 24:14; Isaiah 6:8

27 David continued, “Aren’t you a seer? Return to the city in peace with your two sons—Ahimaaz and Jonathan. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 9:9; 2 Samuel 15:36; 1 Chronicles 29:29

28 I’ll wait at the fords of the wilderness until I receive word from you.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 17:16; Habakkuk 2:1; 2 Samuel 15:35

29 So Zadok and Abiathar returned the ark of God to Jerusalem and stayed there. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 15:25; 2 Samuel 15:24; 1 Chronicles 16:1

David Weeps on the Mount of Olives

(Verses 30–31)

30 David climbed the Mount of Olives, weeping with his head covered and barefoot. All the people with him also had their heads covered and were weeping. 

 Cross References: Luke 19:41; Jeremiah 14:3; Esther 6:12

31 Someone told David, “Ahithophel is with Absalom!” David prayed, “O Lord, turn Ahithophel’s counsel into foolishness!” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 17:14; Psalm 33:10; 1 Corinthians 1:20

Hushai Joins David’s Plan

(Verses 32–37)

32 When David reached the summit where people worshiped God, Hushai the Archite met him with his clothes torn and dirt on his head. 

 Cross References: Job 2:12; 2 Samuel 1:2; Joshua 7:6

33 David said, “If you come with me, you’ll only be a burden. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 15:34; 2 Samuel 15:35; 2 Samuel 17:15

34 But if you return to the city and say to Absalom, ‘I will serve you as I served your father,’ then you can frustrate Ahithophel’s advice. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 15:31; 2 Samuel 16:16; 2 Samuel 17:14

35 You’ll have Zadok and Abiathar there too. Tell them everything you hear. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 15:27; 2 Samuel 17:15; 2 Samuel 15:36

36 They’ll send word through their sons, Ahimaaz and Jonathan.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 17:17; 2 Samuel 18:19; 2 Samuel 17:21

37 So Hushai, David’s friend, returned to Jerusalem just as Absalom entered the city. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 16:15; 2 Samuel 16:16; 2 Samuel 15:32

Key Lessons from 2 Samuel Chapter 15

•  Absalom’s ambition was masked in flattery and political manipulation.  →  Proverbs 26:24–25 — “Enemies disguise themselves with their lips, but in their hearts they harbor deceit.” 

•  David’s humility during crisis was rooted in trust in God’s sovereignty.  →  2 Samuel 15:26

— “Let Him do to me what seems good to Him.” →  Job 1:21 — “The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” 

•  True loyalty stands in the hardest moments, like Ittai’s faithfulness.  →  Ruth 1:16 —

“Where you go, I will go. Where you stay, I will stay.” 

•  Spiritual sensitivity matters more than outward symbols like the Ark.  →  John 4:24 —

“God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” 

•  God works through loyal friends and wise countercounsel.  →  Proverbs 19:20 — “Listen to advice and accept discipline, and at the end you will be counted among the wise.” 

2 Samuel Chapter 16 — Crawford Standard

Treachery, Cursing, and Political Theater

Ziba Lies About Mephibosheth

(Verses 1–4)

1 As David passed over the hilltop, Ziba, the servant of Mephibosheth, met him with two donkeys saddled and loaded with two hundred loaves of bread, a hundred clusters of raisins, a hundred summer fruits, and a skin of wine. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 25:18; 2 Samuel 17:28; 2 Samuel 9:9

2 The king asked Ziba, “What are these for?” Ziba answered, “The donkeys are for the king’s household to ride, the bread and fruit are for the young men to eat, and the wine is for those who grow weary in the wilderness.” 

 Cross References: Judges 8:4; Proverbs 31:6; 2 Samuel 17:29

3 Then the king asked, “Where is your master’s son?” Ziba replied, “He stayed in Jerusalem, saying, 

‘Today the house of Israel will restore my grandfather’s kingdom to me.’” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 9:6; 2 Samuel 19:24; 2 Samuel 19:26

4 The king said to Ziba, “Everything that belonged to Mephibosheth is now yours.” Ziba responded, 

“I humbly bow. May I find favor in your sight, my lord the king.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 9:7; 2 Samuel 19:29; 2 Samuel 19:30

Shimei Curses David

(Verses 5–14)

5 As King David came to Bahurim, a man from Saul’s clan named Shimei, son of Gera, came out. He was cursing as he approached. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 2:8; 2 Samuel 19:16; 2 Samuel 3:16

6 He threw stones at David and all the king’s officials, even though all the warriors were protecting David on every side. 

 Cross References: Exodus 17:4; Numbers 22:6; 2 Samuel 16:13

7 Shimei shouted curses: “Get out! Get out, you murderer, you scoundrel! 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 21:1; 1 Samuel 25:17; 2 Samuel 3:8

8 The Lord is repaying you for all the bloodshed in the house of Saul. You took his throne, and now the Lord has given it to your son Absalom. Your ruin is deserved, because you’re a man of blood.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 21:1; Galatians 6:7; 2 Samuel 12:10

9 Then Abishai, son of Zeruiah, said to the king, “Why should this dead dog curse my lord the king? 

Let me go over and cut off his head!” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 24:14; 2 Samuel 3:39; 2 Samuel 19:21

10 But the king said, “What do I have to do with you, sons of Zeruiah? If the Lord told him to curse David, who can say, ‘Why did you do that?’” 

 Cross References: Romans 12:19; 1 Peter 2:23; 2 Samuel 3:39

11 David told Abishai and all his officials, “My own son is trying to kill me. Why shouldn’t this Benjamite curse me? Leave him alone. The Lord has told him to do it. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 12:11; Micah 7:6; Job 1:21

12 Perhaps the Lord will see my misery and repay me with good for the cursing I endure today.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 50:20; 1 Peter 3:9; Lamentations 3:59

13 So David and his men kept going. Shimei followed along the hillside, cursing, throwing stones, and kicking dust. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 16:6; Acts 22:23; 2 Samuel 16:5

14 Eventually the king and all who were with him reached a place where they could rest, exhausted and weary. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 17:29; Judges 8:4; Matthew 11:28

Absalom Enters Jerusalem

(Verses 15–19)

15 Meanwhile, Absalom and the men of Israel entered Jerusalem, and Ahithophel was with him. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 15:37; 2 Samuel 15:12; 2 Samuel 17:1

16 When Hushai the Archite, David’s friend, came to Absalom, he cried, “Long live the king! Long live the king!” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 10:24; 1 Kings 1:39; 2 Samuel 15:34

17 Absalom said to Hushai, “Is this your loyalty to your friend? Why didn’t you go with David?” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 27:33; 2 Samuel 15:37; Proverbs 27:6

18 Hushai replied, “I’m here for the one the Lord, this people, and all Israel have chosen. That’s where I belong. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 16:16; Genesis 27:19; 1 Samuel 16:1

19 And besides, whom should I serve? Just as I served your father, I will serve you.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 15:34; 1 Samuel 16:21; 2 Samuel 16:17

Ahithophel’s Wicked Counsel

(Verses 20–23)

20 Absalom said to Ahithophel, “What should we do now?” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 16:23; 2 Samuel 17:1; 2 Samuel 15:31

21 Ahithophel answered, “Sleep with your father’s concubines—the ones he left to take care of the palace. Then all Israel will know that you have made yourself repulsive to your father. That will strengthen the resolve of your followers.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 12:11; 2 Samuel 3:7; 2 Samuel 20:3

22 So they pitched a tent for Absalom on the rooftop, and he slept with his father’s concubines in full view of Israel. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 12:12; 2 Samuel 15:16; 2 Samuel 20:3

23 Now the advice of Ahithophel in those days was considered as reliable as a word from God himself. That was how both David and Absalom regarded all his counsel. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 17:14; 1 Samuel 28:6; Numbers 27:21

Key Lessons from 2 Samuel Chapter 16

•  Not all gifts come from pure motives.  → Ziba’s gifts seemed generous, but his deception brought Mephibosheth unjust loss. →  Proverbs 26:25 — “Though their speech is charming, do not believe them.” 

•  Even slander can be sovereignly used by God.  → David humbled himself under Shimei’s curses, trusting that God might turn it for good. →  Romans 12:19 — “Vengeance is mine; I will repay, says the Lord.” 

•  God often allows temporary injustice to refine our hearts.  → David bore the weight of false accusations without striking back. →  1 Peter 2:23 — “When they hurled their insults at Him, He did not retaliate.” 

•  Political theater can shape public perception—but not God’s favor.  → Absalom’s rooftop sin fulfilled Nathan’s prophecy (2 Samuel 12:11–12). →  Galatians 6:7 — “God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that will he also reap.” 

•  Worldly wisdom, like Ahithophel’s, is powerful but dangerous when aligned with rebellion.  →  James 3:15 — “Such wisdom does not come from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic.” 

2 Samuel Chapter 17 — Crawford Standard

A Battle of Counsel and the Providence of God

Ahithophel’s Ruthless Strategy

(Verses 1–4)

1 Ahithophel said to Absalom, “Let me choose twelve thousand men and pursue David tonight. 

 Cross References: Psalm 3:1; 2 Samuel 15:31; Exodus 14:9

2 I will catch him while he is weary and discouraged, terrify him, and cause his people to scatter. 

Then I will strike down only the king. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 25:18; 2 Samuel 17:29; Judges 8:4

3 I will bring all the people back to you as one—after all, you seek only one man. Then all Israel will be at peace.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 17:14; 1 Kings 12:16; 2 Samuel 15:13

4 Absalom and the elders of Israel approved the plan. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 17:14; Proverbs 12:15; 2 Samuel 17:7

Hushai’s Counterplan

(Verses 5–14)

5 But Absalom said, “Let’s also hear what Hushai the Archite says.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 15:34; Proverbs 18:17; 2 Samuel 16:16

6 When Hushai arrived, Absalom explained Ahithophel’s advice and asked, “Shall we follow it?” 

 Cross References: Proverbs 15:22; 2 Samuel 17:7; 2 Samuel 16:20

7 Hushai replied, “This time, Ahithophel’s counsel is not good.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 15:31; 1 Corinthians 3:19; 2 Samuel 17:14

8 He continued, “You know your father and his men—they are warriors, enraged like a bear robbed of her cubs. David will not stay with the people. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 17:12; Hosea 13:8; 1 Samuel 16:18

9 He’s likely hiding now in a cave or pit. If your first attack fails, people will panic and say, 

‘Absalom’s troops are being slaughtered!’

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 22:1; 1 Samuel 24:3; 2 Samuel 23:13

10 Even the bravest soldier will lose heart, knowing your father is a seasoned warrior and his men are fearless.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 2:11; 2 Samuel 1:23; Proverbs 28:1

11 Hushai advised, “Gather all Israel from Dan to Beersheba, as numerous as the sand on the shore, and lead them into battle yourself. 

 Cross References: Judges 20:1; Genesis 22:17; 2 Samuel 24:2

12 We’ll fall on David like dew on the ground—none of his men will survive. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 1:21; Exodus 16:13; 2 Samuel 17:2

13 If he hides in a city, we’ll bring ropes and drag it into the valley until not one stone is left.” 

 Cross References: Micah 1:6; Nahum 1:8; 2 Samuel 20:15

14 Absalom and the elders of Israel agreed with Hushai. But this was the Lord’s doing—to defeat Ahithophel’s wise counsel, so He could bring disaster on Absalom. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 15:31; Job 5:12; 1 Corinthians 1:19

David Warned and Escapes

(Verses 15–22)

15 Hushai told the priests Zadok and Abiathar what Ahithophel had said and how he had advised otherwise. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 15:35; 2 Samuel 15:36; 2 Samuel 17:16

16 He said, “Quickly send word to David: don’t stay in the plains tonight—cross the Jordan immediately, or you’ll be overwhelmed.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 15:28; Psalm 124:3; 2 Samuel 17:21

17 Jonathan and Ahimaaz waited at Enrogel, and a servant girl brought them the message to avoid suspicion. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 15:36; Joshua 15:7; 2 Samuel 17:20

18 But a boy saw them and told Absalom, so the two fled to Bahurim and hid in a well. 

 Cross References: Joshua 2:4; 2 Samuel 16:5; 2 Samuel 17:19

19 A woman covered the well with a cloth and scattered grain over it so no one suspected. 

 Cross References: Joshua 2:6; Exodus 1:19; Joshua 2:4

20 Absalom’s servants asked her, “Where are Ahimaaz and Jonathan?” She said, “They’ve crossed the brook.” After searching and finding nothing, they returned to Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: Joshua 2:5; Joshua 2:22; 2 Samuel 17:17

21 Once it was safe, the two came out and informed David, “Cross the Jordan now—Ahithophel has advised your destruction.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 17:16; Joshua 2:16; 2 Samuel 17:22

22 So David and all his people crossed by dawn. Not one was left behind. 

 Cross References: Joshua 3:17; Exodus 14:22; 2 Samuel 17:24

Ahithophel’s Suicide

(Verse 23)

23 When Ahithophel saw that his advice was ignored, he saddled his donkey, returned home, put his affairs in order, and hanged himself. He was buried in his father’s tomb. 

 Cross References: Matthew 27:5; Psalm 41:9; Acts 1:18

David Finds Refuge at Mahanaim

(Verses 24–29)

24 David reached Mahanaim, and Absalom crossed the Jordan with the army of Israel. 

 Cross References: Genesis 32:2; 2 Samuel 2:8; 2 Samuel 17:22

25 Absalom appointed Amasa as commander in Joab’s place. Amasa’s father was Ithra, an Israelite who had married Abigail, sister of Zeruiah, Joab’s mother. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 19:13; 2 Samuel 20:10; 1 Chronicles 2:17

26 Israel and Absalom camped in Gilead. 

 Cross References: Genesis 31:21; Judges 10:17; 2 Samuel 17:24

27 When David arrived at Mahanaim, Shobi of Rabbah, Machir of Lo-Debar, and Barzillai the Gileadite brought supplies—

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 9:4; 2 Samuel 10:2; 2 Samuel 19:31

28 beds, basins, and cooking vessels, along with wheat, barley, flour, roasted grain, beans, lentils, Cross References: 2 Samuel 16:1; Genesis 25:34; 1 Chronicles 12:40

29 honey, butter, sheep, and cheese—for David and his people, saying, “The people are hungry, tired, and thirsty in the wilderness.” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 12:40; Deuteronomy 8:15; Judges 8:5

Key Lessons from 2 Samuel Chapter 17

•  God’s sovereignty overrides human strategy.  → Ahithophel’s counsel was brilliant—but God purposed it to fail. →  Proverbs 19:21 — “Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails.” 

•  Righteous wisdom may sound less effective but serve a higher purpose.  → Hushai’s words bought time and exposed Absalom’s arrogance. →  1 Corinthians 1:25 — “The foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom.” 

•  Loyalty in crisis is a priceless gift.  → Hushai, Zadok, Abiathar, and others risked their lives for David. →  Proverbs 17:17 — “A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.” 

•  Pride and rejection can lead to destruction.  → Ahithophel couldn’t bear the rejection of his advice, leading to his suicide. →  James 3:16 — “For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice.” 

•  God uses unlikely sources to bring comfort and provision.  → Foreigners and allies stepped up to care for David and his army in the wilderness. →  Philippians 4:19 — “And my God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory.” 

2 Samuel Chapter 18 — Crawford Standard

Absalom’s Death and David’s Grief

David Prepares for Battle

(Verses 1–5)

1 David assembled the troops and appointed commanders over thousands and hundreds. 

 Cross References: Exodus 18:21; Numbers 31:14; 1 Samuel 8:12

2 He divided the army into three groups: one under Joab, one under Abishai (Joab’s brother), and one under Ittai the Gittite. David said, “I will go out with you myself.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 15:21; 2 Samuel 15:22; 1 Samuel 29:2

3 But the people pleaded, “You must not go! If we flee or die, it means nothing to them. But you are worth ten thousand of us. Stay in the city and support us from there.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 18:7; 2 Samuel 21:17; 1 Chronicles 11:19

4 David agreed and stood by the gate as the troops marched out by hundreds and thousands. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 18:24; 1 Samuel 17:20; 2 Samuel 18:1

5 The king commanded Joab, Abishai, and Ittai, “Deal gently with Absalom for my sake.” And all the people heard the king’s charge regarding Absalom. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 18:12; 2 Samuel 18:33; 2 Samuel 19:6

The Battle in the Forest of Ephraim

(Verses 6–8)

6 David’s forces engaged the army of Israel in the forest of Ephraim. 

 Cross References: Judges 12:1; Joshua 17:15; 2 Samuel 18:8

7 The battle was fierce, and twenty thousand men died that day. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 4:10; 2 Samuel 2:17; 1 Chronicles 5:22

8 The fighting spread across the countryside, and more soldiers died from the forest than from the sword. 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:11; 1 Samuel 14:15; 2 Samuel 18:6

Absalom Caught and Killed

(Verses 9–15)

9 As Absalom was riding his mule, he passed under a large oak tree. His head got caught in the branches, and he was left hanging while the mule kept going. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 14:26; 1 Kings 1:33; Deuteronomy 21:23

10 A soldier saw him and reported it to Joab. 

 Cross References: Genesis 40:19; Galatians 3:13; 2 Samuel 18:9

11 Joab said, “Why didn’t you strike him down? I would have rewarded you with silver and a belt.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 17:25; 1 Samuel 18:4; Judges 9:54

12 The soldier replied, “Even for a thousand shekels I would not touch the king’s son. We all heard the king order you and the others to protect Absalom.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 18:5; 1 Samuel 24:6; 1 Samuel 26:9

13 “If I had killed him, the king would find out, and you would leave me to take the blame.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 14:20; Luke 12:2; 2 Samuel 18:12

14 Joab said, “I won’t waste time like this with you.” He took three javelins and thrust them into Absalom’s heart while he was still alive in the tree. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 3:27; 2 Samuel 20:10; 2 Samuel 18:5

15 Ten of Joab’s armor-bearers surrounded Absalom and finished him off. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 31:4; Judges 9:54; 2 Samuel 18:14

Absalom’s Burial and Legacy

(Verses 16–18)

16 Joab blew the trumpet to end the battle, and his troops stopped pursuing Israel. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 2:28; 2 Samuel 20:22; 2 Samuel 20:1

17 Absalom’s body was thrown into a deep pit in the forest and covered with a large pile of stones. 

All Israel fled to their homes. 

 Cross References: Joshua 7:26; Joshua 8:29; Joshua 10:27

18 During his life, Absalom had built a monument for himself in the King’s Valley because he had no sons to carry on his name. He named it Absalom’s Monument, and it was still known by that name. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 14:27; Genesis 14:17; 1 Samuel 15:12

The Runners Bring the News

(Verses 19–29)

19 Ahimaaz, the son of Zadok, said to Joab, “Let me run to bring the king the good news that the Lord has delivered him.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 52:7; 2 Samuel 18:31; 2 Samuel 17:17

20 Joab replied, “Not today. The king’s son is dead.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 18:5; 2 Samuel 1:20; 2 Samuel 18:29

21 Then he sent a Cushite and said, “Tell the king what you have seen.” The Cushite bowed and ran. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 18:31; 2 Samuel 18:32; Job 1:14

22 But Ahimaaz persisted, “Please let me run too.” Joab said, “Why? You’ll have no reward.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 18:19; 2 Samuel 18:29; 2 Samuel 18:23

23 Still, Ahimaaz insisted. So Joab said, “Run.” Ahimaaz outran the Cushite by taking a different route. 

 Cross References: Ecclesiastes 9:11; 2 Samuel 2:18; 2 Samuel 18:22

24 David was sitting between the gates. A watchman on the wall saw a lone runner and reported it. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 4:13; 2 Kings 9:17; 2 Samuel 18:4

25 The king said, “If he’s alone, he brings news.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 4:14; 2 Samuel 18:26; 2 Samuel 18:27

26 Then the watchman saw a second runner and said, “Another man is coming.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 4:12; 2 Samuel 18:25; 2 Samuel 18:27

27 “The first one runs like Ahimaaz,” the watchman added. The king replied, “He’s a good man. He brings good news.” 

 Cross References: Proverbs 25:25; 2 Samuel 18:23; 2 Samuel 18:19

28 Ahimaaz arrived and said, “All is well!” He bowed and said, “Blessed be the Lord who has delivered you from your enemies.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 25:32; Psalm 124:6; 2 Samuel 18:32

29 The king asked, “Is the young man Absalom safe?” Ahimaaz replied, “I saw a commotion, but I didn’t know what it was.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 18:32; 2 Samuel 18:12; 2 Samuel 18:5

David Hears of Absalom’s Death

(Verses 30–33)

30 David said, “Step aside.” So Ahimaaz did. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 18:31; Exodus 14:13; 2 Samuel 18:29

31 Then the Cushite arrived and said, “Good news, my lord the king. The Lord has delivered you from those who rose against you.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 18:19; Deuteronomy 32:35; Romans 12:19

32 The king asked, “Is Absalom safe?” The Cushite answered, “May all your enemies be like that young man.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 1:4; 2 Samuel 18:29; Psalm 68:1

33 The king was overwhelmed with grief. He went up to the room over the gate and wept. As he walked, he cried out, “O my son Absalom! My son, my son Absalom! Would God I had died for you, O Absalom, my son, my son!” 

 Cross References: Genesis 37:34; Jeremiah 31:15; 2 Samuel 12:16

Key Lessons from 2 Samuel Chapter 18

•  Leadership sometimes requires stepping back.  → David wanted to go into battle, but his people wisely advised against it. True leaders listen to counsel. →  Proverbs 11:14 — “In the multitude of counselors there is safety.” 

•  Emotions can cloud obedience.  → David’s love for Absalom made him give a command that conflicted with justice. →  Ecclesiastes 3:8 — “A time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace.” 

•  Rebellion leads to ruin.  → Absalom’s pride and ambition ended in disgrace, death, and a nameless grave. →  Proverbs 16:18 — “Pride goeth before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.” 

•  Justice and mercy must be balanced.  → Joab enforced justice on Absalom, though against the king’s wishes. His actions highlight the harsh realities of leadership. →  Micah 6:8 — “Do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with your God.” 

•  Even a king’s heart can break.  → David’s grief shows us that no status or power protects us from heartbreak. →  Romans 12:15 — “Weep with those who weep.” 

2 Samuel Chapter 19 — Crawford Standard

David’s Mourning, Return, and Reconciliation

Joab Rebukes the Grieving King

(Verses 1–8)

1 News reached Joab: “The king is weeping and mourning for Absalom.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 18:33; Genesis 37:34; Jeremiah 31:15

2 What should have been a day of victory became a day of sorrow for the army, because they heard the king was deeply grieved for his son. 

 Cross References: Amos 8:10; Proverbs 14:13; 2 Samuel 1:12

3 The people returned quietly to the city, like soldiers ashamed after a defeat. 

 Cross References: Joshua 7:5; Judges 20:41; Jeremiah 46:5

4 David had covered his face and cried aloud, “O my son Absalom! O Absalom, my son, my son!” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 18:33; Genesis 37:35; 2 Samuel 13:37

5 Then Joab went to the king and said, “Today you have humiliated all your servants who saved your life—and the lives of your sons, daughters, wives, and concubines. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 27:6; Proverbs 27:5; 2 Samuel 3:24

6 You love those who hate you and hate those who love you. If Absalom had lived and we had all died, that would have pleased you!” 

 Cross References: Psalm 109:5; Proverbs 17:13; 1 Samuel 24:17

7 “Now get up and encourage your men! If you don’t, not one man will stay with you tonight. That will be worse for you than all your past troubles.” 

 Cross References: Proverbs 25:11; 1 Kings 12:7; 2 Samuel 20:2

8 So the king arose and took his seat at the city gate. When the people heard this, they gathered before the king. Meanwhile, the Israelites had scattered to their homes. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 15:2; Ruth 4:1; Proverbs 31:23

The Debate to Restore the King

(Verses 9–15)

9 Throughout the tribes of Israel, people were arguing: “David delivered us from our enemies, even the Philistines, but he fled from Absalom. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 18:7; 2 Samuel 5:2; 1 Samuel 25:28

10 Now Absalom, whom we anointed, is dead. Why aren't we bringing the king back?” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 18:15; 2 Samuel 15:10; 2 Samuel 18:9

11 King David sent word to Zadok and Abiathar the priests: “Say to the elders of Judah, ‘Why are you the last to welcome back the king?’

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 15:24; 2 Samuel 17:15; 1 Kings 1:7

12 You are my relatives, my own flesh and blood. Why delay?” 

 Cross References: Genesis 29:14; Judges 9:2; 2 Samuel 5:1

13 “Tell Amasa, ‘Aren’t you my relative? May God deal with me severely if you’re not made commander over my army instead of Joab.’” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 17:25; 1 Chronicles 2:17; 2 Samuel 20:10

14 This won over the hearts of the men of Judah, and they sent word to the king: “Return, you and all your men.” 

 Cross References: Judges 20:11; 2 Samuel 19:9; Ezra 3:1

15 So David began his return, reaching the Jordan River. The men of Judah met him at Gilgal to escort him back. 

 Cross References: Joshua 4:19; Joshua 5:9; 1 Samuel 11:15

Shimei Begs for Mercy

(Verses 16–23)

16 Shimei son of Gera, from Bahurim, hurried down with men from Benjamin to meet King David. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 16:5; 1 Kings 2:8; 2 Samuel 16:13

17 With him were a thousand Benjamites, as well as Ziba, Saul’s former servant, and his fifteen sons and twenty servants. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 9:2; 2 Samuel 16:4; 2 Samuel 16:1

18 They crossed the Jordan before the king and helped ferry his household. Shimei fell before David as he crossed. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 16:6; Proverbs 16:14; 1 Samuel 25:23

19 He pleaded, “Please don’t hold my past sin against me—what I did when you left Jerusalem.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 16:7; Psalm 32:5; Proverbs 28:13

20 “I know I have sinned. That’s why I’m the first from Joseph’s tribe to meet you today.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 15:24; 2 Samuel 12:13; Psalm 51:4

21 But Abishai son of Zeruiah said, “Shouldn’t Shimei be put to death for cursing the Lord’s anointed?” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 16:9; 1 Samuel 26:8; Exodus 22:28

22 David replied, “What do I have in common with you, sons of Zeruiah? Should anyone be put to death today in Israel? Don’t you realize I’m king again?” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 16:10; 2 Samuel 3:39; 1 Samuel 26:9

23 Then the king said to Shimei, “You shall not die.” And he gave his oath. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 2:8; 1 Kings 2:37; Numbers 30:2

Mephibosheth Explains Himself

(Verses 24–30)

24 Mephibosheth, Saul’s grandson, also came to meet the king. He hadn’t cared for his feet, trimmed his beard, or washed his clothes since David left. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 9:6; 2 Samuel 16:3; 2 Samuel 4:4

25 When he arrived in Jerusalem, David asked, “Why didn’t you come with me?” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 16:3; 2 Samuel 9:13; 2 Samuel 15:30

26 Mephibosheth replied, “My servant deceived me. I said, ‘Saddle a donkey for me, for I am lame.’

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 16:4; 2 Samuel 4:4; Genesis 27:35

27 But he slandered me to you, my lord the king. Yet you, like an angel of God, welcomed me. Do what you think is right.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 29:9; 2 Samuel 14:17; 2 Samuel 14:20

28 “My family was as good as dead before you, yet you let me eat at your table. Why should I complain?” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 9:7; 2 Samuel 9:10; 1 Samuel 20:31

29 The king said, “Why say more? You and Ziba shall divide the land.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 9:9; 2 Samuel 16:4; 1 Kings 3:25

30 Mephibosheth answered, “Let him have it all, since you have returned in peace.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 9:7; Genesis 13:9; Psalm 37:16

Barzillai’s Farewell and Chimham’s Blessing

(Verses 31–40)

31 Barzillai the Gileadite came from Rogelim to escort the king over the Jordan. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 17:27; 2 Samuel 17:29; 1 Kings 2:7

32 He was very old—eighty years—and had provided for the king in Mahanaim. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 17:28; Genesis 47:9; 1 Kings 2:7

33 David invited him, “Come to Jerusalem with me, and I’ll take care of you.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 9:7; Ruth 1:16; 1 Kings 2:7

34 But Barzillai said, “How much longer will I live to enjoy such a reward? 

 Cross References: Genesis 47:9; Psalm 90:10; Ecclesiastes 12:1

35 I’m too old to enjoy food, drink, or music. Why be a burden to you?” 

 Cross References: Ecclesiastes 12:1; Ecclesiastes 2:8; Psalm 90:10

36 “Let me go a short way with you. Then let me return home to die near my family.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 19:33; 2 Kings 5:16; Genesis 47:9

37 “But take my servant Chimham. Let him go with you and do for him whatever you wish.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 47:29; Genesis 50:5; Nehemiah 2:3

38 The king agreed: “Chimham will go with me, and I will do for him whatever you desire.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 41:17; 1 Kings 2:7; 2 Samuel 19:33

39 So they crossed the Jordan. David kissed and blessed Barzillai, who returned home. 

 Cross References: Genesis 31:55; Ruth 1:14; Genesis 47:10

40 The king continued to Gilgal, accompanied by Chimham and all Judah, and half of Israel’s men. 

 Cross References: Joshua 5:9; 1 Samuel 11:15; 2 Samuel 19:15

Tension Between Israel and Judah

(Verses 41–43)

41 Then the men of Israel came to the king and asked, “Why did the men of Judah steal you away and escort you and your household across the Jordan?” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 19:9; 2 Samuel 2:4; 2 Samuel 5:3

42 The men of Judah replied, “Because the king is our relative. We didn’t receive any gifts or special treatment.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 19:12; Ruth 2:20; 2 Samuel 5:1

43 But the men of Israel argued, “We have ten shares in the king—more claim than you. Why were we left out?” And the argument ended with the men of Judah speaking more harshly than the men of Israel. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 11:31; 2 Samuel 20:1; 1 Kings 12:16

Key Lessons from 2 Samuel Chapter 19

•  Grief must not blind us to duty.  → David’s mourning nearly discouraged his loyal soldiers. 

Joab’s rebuke was hard, but needed. →  Ecclesiastes 3:4 — “A time to weep, and a time to rejoice.” 

•  Reconciliation requires humility.  → David forgave Shimei and restored Mephibosheth despite betrayal, showing grace in leadership. →  Ephesians 4:32 — “Be kind and compassionate, forgiving each other.” 

•  Honor those who serve faithfully.  → David honored Barzillai and blessed Chimham, recognizing those who supported him in hardship. →  1 Thessalonians 5:12–13 — “Acknowledge those who work hard among you.” 

•  Unity must be preserved after division.  → The tension between Judah and Israel foreshadowed future strife. A nation or church must work toward unity after division. →  Psalm 133:1 — “How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity!” 

2 Samuel Chapter 20 — Crawford Standard

The Revolt of Sheba and the Wisdom of a Woman

Sheba’s Rebellion Begins

(Verses 1–2)

1 A troublemaker named Sheba, son of Bichri—a Benjamite—was there. He blew a trumpet and shouted, “We want nothing to do with David! We have no share in Jesse’s son. Everyone go home, Israel!” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:16; 2 Samuel 19:43; 1 Samuel 25:10

2 So all the men of Israel deserted David and followed Sheba. But the men of Judah stayed loyal to their king and escorted him from the Jordan back to Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:16; 2 Samuel 19:43; 2 Samuel 2:10

David’s Concubines Confined

(Verse 3)

3 When David returned to his palace in Jerusalem, he took the ten concubines he had left to care for the house and put them under guard. He provided for them but no longer slept with them. They remained confined like widows until they died. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 15:16; 2 Samuel 16:22; 2 Samuel 12:11

Amasa’s Delay and Death

(Verses 4–13)

4 The king said to Amasa, “Call up the men of Judah within three days and report back to me.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 19:13; 2 Samuel 17:25; 1 Chronicles 2:17

5 Amasa went, but he took longer than the time given. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 20:4; 2 Samuel 20:9; Ecclesiastes 3:1

6 So David told Abishai, “Sheba will do us more harm than Absalom. Take my troops and go after him before he hides in a fortified city.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 19:41; 2 Samuel 18:7; 1 Samuel 26:6

7 Joab’s men, the Cherethites, the Pelethites, and all the warriors left Jerusalem to pursue Sheba. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 8:18; 2 Samuel 15:18; 1 Kings 1:38

8 When they reached the great stone in Gibeon, Amasa came to meet them. Joab was dressed for battle, with a sword strapped under his belt. As he stepped forward, the sword slipped out. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 3:27; 2 Samuel 2:23; 1 Kings 2:5

9 Joab said, “How are you, my brother?” Then he grabbed Amasa’s beard with his right hand to greet him. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 3:27; Proverbs 27:6; Matthew 26:49

10 But Amasa didn’t suspect the sword in Joab’s other hand. Joab struck him in the stomach and spilled his intestines on the ground. He didn’t stab him again—Amasa died instantly. Joab and Abishai continued the pursuit. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 3:27; 1 Kings 2:5; 1 Kings 2:32

11 One of Joab’s men shouted, “If you’re for Joab and David, follow Joab!” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 20:4; 2 Samuel 2:17; 1 Kings 1:7

12 Amasa lay in his own blood in the road, and everyone who saw him stopped. When the soldier realized this was slowing them down, he moved Amasa’s body into a field and threw a cloth over it. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 20:10; 1 Kings 2:5; 2 Samuel 3:31

13 After that, the army resumed the pursuit of Sheba. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 20:1; 2 Samuel 20:7; 2 Samuel 18:16

The Siege at Abel and the Wise Woman

(Verses 14–22)

14 Sheba traveled through all the tribes of Israel to Abel Beth-maacah. The Berite clan joined him. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 20:1; 1 Kings 15:20; 2 Samuel 20:15

15 Joab’s forces laid siege to the city, building a ramp and battering the wall to destroy it. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 20:20; 2 Samuel 12:26; 2 Kings 19:32

16 Then a wise woman from the city called out, “Listen! Tell Joab to come here; I want to speak with him.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 14:2; Judges 9:53; Ecclesiastes 9:15

17 Joab approached. She asked, “Are you Joab?” He answered, “I am.” She said, “Listen to me.” He replied, “I’m listening.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 14:12; Ecclesiastes 9:17; Proverbs 25:11

18 She continued, “In the past, people said, ‘If you want wise advice, ask in Abel.’ That’s how disputes were settled. 

 Cross References: Ecclesiastes 9:15; Proverbs 20:18; Proverbs 11:14

19 I am one of the peaceful and faithful people in Israel, yet you’re trying to destroy a city that belongs to the Lord. Why would you do that?” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 20:10; Numbers 18:20; 2 Samuel 21:3

20 Joab answered, “Far be it from me to destroy it! 

 Cross References: Genesis 18:25; 1 Samuel 24:6; Job 34:10

21 But a man named Sheba, son of Bichri, has rebelled against King David. Hand him over, and we will leave the city.” The woman said, “His head will be thrown over the wall.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 20:1; 2 Samuel 20:6; Judges 20:13

22 Then she used her wisdom to persuade the people. They cut off Sheba’s head and tossed it to Joab. 

He blew the trumpet, and his army withdrew. Joab returned to the king in Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: Judges 9:54; 1 Samuel 17:51; Judges 7:25

David’s Officials

(Verses 23–26)

23 Joab commanded all the army of Israel. Benaiah son of Jehoiada led the Cherethites and Pelethites. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 8:16; 1 Chronicles 18:15; 1 Kings 4:4

24 Adoram was in charge of forced labor. Jehoshaphat son of Ahilud was the royal historian. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 8:16; 1 Kings 4:6; 1 Kings 12:18

25 Sheva was the court secretary. Zadok and Abiathar were priests. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 8:17; 1 Chronicles 18:16; 1 Kings 4:4

26 Ira the Jairite was also a chief official under David. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 8:18; 1 Chronicles 18:17; Numbers 32:41

Key Lessons from 2 Samuel Chapter 20

•  Division opens the door to rebellion.  → Sheba’s revolt arose in the wake of unresolved tension between Judah and Israel. Discord among God’s people invites disaster. →  Romans 16:17 — “Watch out for those who cause divisions... avoid them.” 

•  Joab was loyal but ruthless.  → He eliminated rivals without remorse. His actions serve as both a warning and a glimpse of unchecked ambition. →  James 3:16 — “Where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder.” 

•  God can use unlikely voices for peace.  → A wise woman’s boldness and diplomacy saved a city. Her words accomplished what armies could not. →  Proverbs 15:1 — “A gentle answer turns away wrath.” 

•  Justice should be precise, not destructive.  → Joab did not demand the destruction of Abel but the handing over of one guilty man. →  Deuteronomy 16:20 — “Follow justice and justice alone.” 

2 Samuel Chapter 21 — Crawford Standard

Atonement, Valor, and Giants Defeated

Famine and the Gibeonite Vengeance

(Verses 1–14)

1 During David’s reign, there was a famine for three consecutive years. David sought the Lord’s guidance, and the Lord said, “It is because of Saul and his bloodstained house, for he killed the Gibeonites.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 9:15; Numbers 35:33; Deuteronomy 21:8

2 (Now the Gibeonites were not Israelites but remnants of the Amorites. Israel had sworn to spare them, but Saul in his zeal for Israel and Judah had tried to annihilate them.) Cross References: Joshua 9:15; Joshua 11:19; Joshua 9:27

3 So David asked the Gibeonites, “What can I do to make things right so you will bless the Lord’s inheritance?” 

 Cross References: Numbers 35:33; Joshua 9:19; Leviticus 24:21

4 They replied, “We want no silver or gold from Saul’s house, nor do we ask that anyone in Israel be put to death.” David said, “Whatever you say, I will do.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 35:31; Genesis 23:16; Exodus 21:23

5 They answered, “The man who tried to wipe us out—Saul—should have his descendants pay. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 22:19; Esther 3:6; Joshua 9:26

6 Give us seven of his male descendants, and we will execute them before the Lord in Gibeah of Saul, the Lord’s chosen.” David agreed. 

 Cross References: Numbers 25:4; Deuteronomy 21:23; 1 Samuel 15:33

7 But he spared Mephibosheth, son of Jonathan and grandson of Saul, because of the oath between David and Jonathan. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 20:16; 1 Samuel 18:3; 2 Samuel 9:1

8 Instead, David took Armoni and Mephibosheth, sons of Saul and Rizpah daughter of Aiah, and the five sons of Michal daughter of Saul, whom she raised for Adriel son of Barzillai the Meholathite. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 3:7; 1 Samuel 18:19; 1 Samuel 14:49

9 He handed them over to the Gibeonites, who executed them on the hill before the Lord. All seven died together at the beginning of the barley harvest. 

 Cross References: Numbers 25:4; Deuteronomy 21:23; 2 Samuel 21:6

Rizpah’s Grief and the King’s Compassion

(Verses 10–14)

10 Rizpah spread sackcloth on a rock and guarded the bodies from birds and wild animals from the start of harvest until rain finally fell. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 3:7; Deuteronomy 21:23; 1 Samuel 31:13

11 When David heard what she had done, 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 21:10; 2 Samuel 3:7; 1 Samuel 31:13

12 he retrieved the bones of Saul and Jonathan from Jabesh-gilead (who had rescued them from the Philistines at Beth-shan after Saul’s death at Mount Gilboa), Cross References: 1 Samuel 31:13; 1 Samuel 31:4; 1 Chronicles 10:12

13 and also gathered the bones of the seven who had been executed. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 31:13; 2 Samuel 21:9; 1 Chronicles 10:12

14 He buried Saul and Jonathan in their family tomb in Zelah, in the territory of Benjamin. After that, God answered prayer for the land. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 9:1; 2 Samuel 21:1; 2 Samuel 24:25

The Final Giants Fall

(Verses 15–22)

15 Once again war broke out with the Philistines. David grew weary in battle. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 5:17; 1 Samuel 17:1; 2 Samuel 17:29

16 Ishbi-benob, a giant whose bronze spearhead weighed about 7.5 pounds and who had a new sword, intended to kill David. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 17:7; Deuteronomy 3:11; Joshua 11:22

17 But Abishai son of Zeruiah rescued David and killed the Philistine. Afterward, David’s men said, 

“You must never again go out with us to battle. You are the lamp of Israel.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 20:6; 1 Kings 11:36; 1 Kings 15:4

18 Later, at another battle in Gob, Sibbecai the Hushathite killed Saph, a descendant of the giants. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 20:4; 1 Chronicles 11:29; 1 Chronicles 27:11

19 In another Gob battle, Elhanan son of Jaare-oregim from Bethlehem killed the brother of Goliath of Gath. His spear shaft was as thick as a weaver’s beam. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 20:5; 1 Samuel 17:7; 1 Samuel 17:4

20 Another battle occurred at Gath, where there was a man of great size with six fingers on each hand and six toes on each foot—twenty-four in total. He defied Israel, Cross References: 1 Chronicles 20:6; Deuteronomy 3:11; Numbers 13:33

21 but Jonathan son of Shimeah, David’s brother, killed him. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 20:7; 1 Samuel 17:10; 1 Samuel 17:45

22 These four were born to the giants in Gath and were killed by David and his men. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 20:8; 1 Samuel 17:50; Numbers 13:33

Key Lessons from 2 Samuel Chapter 21

•  Sin leaves a legacy of consequences.  → Saul broke Israel’s covenant with the Gibeonites, and years later, his sin caused famine. National sins have long shadows. →  Numbers 32:23 — “Be sure your sin will find you out.” 

•  Rizpah’s devotion honors the dead.  → Her vigil was a silent protest of grief and dignity. 

Love doesn't give up—even after death. →  Isaiah 25:8 — “He will swallow up death forever, and wipe away tears from all faces.” 

•  God hears when justice is restored.  → Once restitution was made, God ended the famine. 

Justice and repentance bring restoration. →  Micah 6:8 — “What does the Lord require of you but to do justly...?” 

•  Giants still fall.  → Though David was older, his men rose to defend him and continued the fight. The next generation took on the giants—and won. →  Psalm 18:34 — “He trains my hands for battle; my arms can bend a bow of bronze.” 

2 Samuel Chapter 22 — Crawford Standard

David’s Song of Deliverance

A Song of Praise to the Deliverer

(Verses 1–4)

1 David sang this song to the Lord on the day the Lord rescued him from all his enemies and from Saul. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:1; Exodus 15:1; Judges 5:1

2 He said: “The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer; Cross References: Psalm 18:2; Psalm 144:2; Deuteronomy 32:4

3 My God is my rock, in whom I find protection. He is my shield, the power that saves me, my stronghold and my refuge, my Savior—you save me from violence. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:2; Psalm 28:7; Proverbs 30:5

4 I called on the Lord, who is worthy of praise, and he saved me from my enemies.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:3; Psalm 116:2; Joel 2:32

God’s Powerful Intervention

(Verses 5–20)

5 “Waves of death engulfed me; floods of destruction terrified me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:4; Psalm 42:7; Jonah 2:3

6 The cords of the grave wrapped around me; the snares of death confronted me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:5; Psalm 116:3; Psalm 55:4

7 In my distress I cried out to the Lord; I called to my God. He heard my voice from his temple, and my cry reached his ears. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:6; Jonah 2:7; Psalm 120:1

8 Then the earth trembled and quaked; the foundations of the heavens shook because he was angry. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:7; Psalm 68:8; Judges 5:4

9 Smoke poured from his nostrils; devouring fire came from his mouth; burning coals blazed forth from him. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:8; Exodus 19:18; Deuteronomy 4:24

10 He opened the heavens and came down; dark clouds were beneath his feet. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:9; Exodus 20:21; Psalm 144:5

11 He rode on a cherub and flew; he soared on the wings of the wind. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:10; Psalm 104:3; Ezekiel 1:14

12 He shrouded himself in darkness, thick rain clouds surrounded him. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:11; Psalm 97:2; 1 Kings 8:12

13 Out of the brightness before him flashed burning coals. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:12; Habakkuk 3:4; Ezekiel 1:13

14 The Lord thundered from heaven; the voice of the Most High resounded. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:13; Job 37:4; Psalm 29:3

15 He shot arrows and scattered my enemies; he sent great lightning bolts and routed them. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:14; Habakkuk 3:11; Psalm 144:6

16 The seabed was seen, the foundations of the world laid bare, at the Lord’s rebuke, at the blast of the breath from his nostrils. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:15; Exodus 15:8; Psalm 106:9

17 He reached down from on high and took hold of me; he pulled me from deep waters. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:16; Exodus 2:10; Psalm 144:7

18 He rescued me from my powerful enemy, from those who hated me and were too strong for me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:17; Psalm 142:6; 1 Samuel 23:28

19 They attacked me in a moment of calamity, but the Lord was my support. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:18; Psalm 94:18; Proverbs 24:10

20 He brought me out into a spacious place; he rescued me because he delighted in me.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:19; Psalm 31:8; Psalm 22:8

God’s Righteous Reward and Faithfulness

(Verses 21–31)

21 “The Lord rewarded me according to my righteousness; he repaid me according to the cleanness of my hands. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:20; Psalm 24:4; 1 Samuel 26:23

22 For I have kept the ways of the Lord and have not turned from my God to wickedness. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:21; Deuteronomy 8:6; Psalm 119:3

23 All his laws are before me; I have not turned away from his decrees. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:22; Psalm 119:102; Deuteronomy 5:32

24 I was blameless before him and kept myself from sin. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:23; Genesis 17:1; Psalm 101:2

25 So the Lord has rewarded me according to my righteousness, according to my cleanness in his sight. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:24; Psalm 7:8; 1 Kings 8:32

26 To the faithful, you show yourself faithful; to the blameless, you show yourself blameless. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:25; Matthew 5:7; Psalm 103:17

27 To the pure, you show yourself pure; but to the crooked, you show yourself shrewd. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:26; Leviticus 26:23; Proverbs 3:34

28 You save the humble, but your eyes are on the proud to bring them low. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:27; James 4:6; Proverbs 3:34

29 Lord, you are my lamp; the Lord lights up my darkness. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:28; Psalm 27:1; Micah 7:8

30 With you I can attack a troop; with my God I can scale a wall. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:29; Philippians 4:13; Psalm 144:1

31 As for God, his way is perfect; the Lord’s word is proven true; he is a shield to all who trust in him.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:30; Deuteronomy 32:4; Proverbs 30:5

God’s Empowerment and Victory

(Verses 32–46)

32 “For who is God except the Lord? Who is a rock besides our God? 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:31; Isaiah 45:5; 1 Samuel 2:2

33 God is my strong fortress, and he makes my way perfect. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:32; Psalm 46:1; Psalm 61:3

34 He makes my feet like the feet of a deer; he enables me to stand on mountain heights. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:33; Habakkuk 3:19; Psalm 121:1

35 He trains my hands for battle; my arms can bend a bow of bronze. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:34; Psalm 144:1; Job 20:24

36 You have given me your shield of salvation; your gentleness has made me great. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:35; Ephesians 6:16; 2 Samuel 7:18

37 You broaden the path beneath me, so my ankles do not give way. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:36; Psalm 66:9; Psalm 37:23

38 I pursued my enemies and destroyed them; I did not turn back until they were consumed. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:37; 1 Samuel 30:8; Deuteronomy 32:42

39 I crushed them and they could not rise; they fell beneath my feet. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:38; Psalm 110:1; Numbers 24:8

40 You armed me with strength for battle; you humbled my adversaries before me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:39; Psalm 144:1; 1 Samuel 17:45

41 You made my enemies turn their backs in flight, and I destroyed those who hated me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:40; Exodus 23:27; Joshua 10:10

42 They cried for help, but no one came to save them— even to the Lord, but he did not answer. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:41; Proverbs 1:28; Micah 3:4

43 I ground them as fine as dust of the earth; I crushed them and trampled them like mud in the streets. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:42; Isaiah 41:15; 2 Kings 13:7

44 You have delivered me from the conflicts of my people; you have preserved me as the head of nations. People I did not know now serve me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:43; Deuteronomy 28:13; 2 Samuel 8:1

45 Foreigners cringe before me; as soon as they hear me, they obey. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:44; Psalm 66:3; Isaiah 55:5

46 They all lose courage; they come trembling from their strongholds.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:45; Micah 7:17; Joshua 2:9

Praise and Final Benediction

(Verses 47–51)

47 “The Lord lives! Blessed be my Rock! Exalted be my God, the Rock of my salvation! 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:46; Psalm 89:26; Deuteronomy 32:4

48 He is the God who avenges me, who puts the nations under me, Cross References: Psalm 18:47; Psalm 144:2; Deuteronomy 32:35

49 who rescues me from my enemies. You lift me above those who rise against me; you deliver me from the violent. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:48; Psalm 27:5; Psalm 140:1

50 Therefore I will praise you, Lord, among the nations; I will sing praises to your name. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:49; Romans 15:9; Psalm 108:3

51 He gives great victories to his king; he shows unfailing love to his anointed, to David and to his descendants forever.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:50; 2 Samuel 7:16; Isaiah 55:3

Key Lessons from 2 Samuel Chapter 22

•  Praise is born from deliverance.  → David’s song reflects gratitude for God’s protection and faithfulness. We must not forget to worship after the victory. →  Psalm 40:3 — “He has given me

a new song to sing…” 

•  God is powerful in both judgment and mercy.  → The imagery of earthquakes, fire, and thunder shows God’s might; yet His gentleness made David great. →  Hebrews 12:29 — “For our God is a consuming fire.” 

•  Righteousness brings reward.  → David attributes his deliverance to walking uprightly before God. Obedience matters. →  Galatians 6:9 — “Let us not be weary in well doing…” 

•  Victory comes from divine strength.  → Every triumph David had was because God trained and strengthened him for the fight. →  Philippians 4:13 — “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 

•  God’s covenant love endures.  → The final verse reminds us God’s mercy is not just for David—but for his descendants  forever. →  Luke 1:69–73 — God’s promise to David fulfilled in Christ. 

2 Samuel Chapter 23 — Crawford Standard

David’s Last Words and His Mighty Men

The Final Prophetic Words of David

(Verses 1–7)

1 These are the last words of David: David, the son of Jesse— the man raised up on high, anointed by the God of Jacob, and the sweet psalmist of Israel—declares:

 Cross References: Numbers 24:3; Psalm 72:20; 1 Chronicles 29:28

2 “The Spirit of the Lord speaks through me; His word is on my tongue. 

 Cross References: Acts 1:16; 2 Peter 1:21; Mark 12:36

3 The God of Israel has spoken; the Rock of Israel has said to me: ‘A ruler over people must be just, ruling in the fear of God. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:4; Psalm 18:2; Proverbs 29:2

4 He shall be like the light of morning at sunrise, a morning without clouds— like sunshine after rain that causes new grass to spring from the earth.’

 Cross References: Judges 5:31; Psalm 72:6; Malachi 4:2

5 Though my house is not perfect before God, yet He has made with me an everlasting covenant, arranged and secure in every way. This is my salvation and all my desire, even if He does not cause it to grow. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 7:16; Psalm 89:29; Isaiah 55:3

6 But godless men are like thorns, thrown aside, for they cannot be handled. 

 Cross References: Matthew 13:30; Hebrews 6:8; Nahum 1:10

7 Whoever touches them must use tools of iron and a spear shaft; they will be completely burned where they lie.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 33:12; Matthew 3:12; 2 Thessalonians 1:8

David’s Mighty Warriors

(Verses 8–12)

8 These are the names of David’s mighty men: The first was Josheb-basshebeth the Tahkemonite, chief of the captains. He was also called Adino the Eznite; he killed 800 men in one encounter. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:11; 1 Chronicles 27:2; 2 Samuel 21:17

9 Next to him was Eleazar son of Dodo the Ahohite. He was one of the three warriors with David when they defied the Philistines at Pas-dammim. The Israelite troops retreated, Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:12; 1 Samuel 17:10; 1 Chronicles 27:4

10 but Eleazar stood his ground and struck down the Philistines until his hand was frozen to the sword. The Lord brought about a great victory that day, and the army returned only to collect the plunder. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:13; 1 Samuel 14:6; 1 Samuel 14:13

11 After him came Shammah son of Agee the Hararite. One day the Philistines gathered at Lehi where there was a field full of lentils. The Israelites fled, Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:14; Judges 15:9; Judges 15:19

12 but Shammah took his stand in the middle of the field, defended it, and struck down the Philistines. The Lord brought about a great victory. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:14; 1 Samuel 11:13; Judges 15:15

A Daring Act of Loyalty

(Verses 13–17)

13 During harvest, three of the thirty chief warriors went down to David at the cave of Adullam, while a Philistine troop was camped in the Valley of Rephaim. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:15; 1 Samuel 22:1; 2 Samuel 5:18

14 David was staying in the stronghold, and the Philistine garrison was in Bethlehem. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:16; 1 Samuel 22:4; 1 Samuel 13:3

15 David longed for water and said, “Oh, that someone would get me a drink from the well near the gate of Bethlehem!” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:17; Psalm 63:1; Psalm 42:1

16 So the three warriors broke through the Philistine lines, drew water from the well near the gate of Bethlehem, and brought it back to David. But he refused to drink it. Instead, he poured it out before the Lord

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:18; 1 Samuel 7:6; Numbers 28:7

17 and said, “Far be it from me, Lord, to do this! Is this not the blood of the men who risked their lives?” So he would not drink it. Such were the exploits of the three mighty men. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:19; Leviticus 17:11; Genesis 9:4

Other Notable Warriors

(Verses 18–23)

18 Abishai, brother of Joab and son of Zeruiah, was chief of the second three. He raised his spear against 300 men and killed them, gaining a name among the three. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:20; 2 Samuel 2:18; 2 Samuel 21:17

19 He was more honored than the rest of the three and became their commander, though he was not among the first three. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:21; 1 Chronicles 11:25; 2 Samuel 18:2

20 Benaiah son of Jehoiada, a valiant man from Kabzeel, performed great exploits. He struck down two champions of Moab. He also went down into a pit on a snowy day and killed a lion. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:22; 1 Kings 1:8; 1 Kings 2:35

21 He killed a powerful Egyptian armed with a spear. Benaiah went against him with a staff, snatched the spear from his hand, and killed him with his own weapon. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:23; 1 Samuel 17:50; 1 Samuel 17:51

22 These were the feats of Benaiah son of Jehoiada. He was as famous as the three mighty warriors. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:24; 1 Kings 4:4; 2 Samuel 8:18

23 He was more honored than the Thirty, but he was not included among the Three. David put him in charge of his bodyguard. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:25; 2 Samuel 8:18; 2 Samuel 20:23

The Thirty Warriors

(Verses 24–39)

24 Among the Thirty were:

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:26; 2 Samuel 2:18; 2 Samuel 2:23

•  Asahel brother of Joab

•  Elhanan son of Dodo of Bethlehem

25 Shammah the Harodite, Elika the Harodite

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:27; 1 Chronicles 27:8; Judges 7:1

26 Helez the Paltite, Ira son of Ikkesh the Tekoite Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:27; 1 Chronicles 27:10; 2 Samuel 14:2

27 Abiezer the Anathothite, Mebunnai the Hushathite Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:28; 1 Chronicles 27:12; Jeremiah 1:1

28 Zalmon the Ahohite, Maharai the Netophathite

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:29; 1 Chronicles 27:13; Nehemiah 7:26

29 Heleb son of Baanah the Netophathite, Ittai son of Ribai from Gibeah of Benjamin Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:30; 1 Chronicles 27:15; Joshua 18:28

30 Benaiah the Pirathonite, Hiddai from the ravines of Gaash Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:31; Judges 12:15; 1 Chronicles 27:14

31 Abi-albon the Arbathite, Azmaveth the Barhumite

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:32; 2 Samuel 16:5; 2 Samuel 17:18

32 Eliahba the Shaalbonite, sons of Jashen, Jonathan Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:33; 1 Chronicles 11:34; Joshua 19:42

33 Shammah the Hararite, Ahiam son of Sharar the Hararite Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:34; 1 Chronicles 11:35; 2 Samuel 23:11

34 Eliphelet son of Ahasbai, the Maacathite; Eliam son of Ahithophel the Gilonite Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:35; 2 Samuel 11:3; 2 Samuel 15:12

35 Hezro the Carmelite, Paarai the Arbite

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:37; 1 Samuel 25:2; 1 Samuel 27:3

36 Igal son of Nathan from Zobah, Bani the Gadite

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:38; 2 Samuel 8:3; 2 Samuel 10:6

37 Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai the Beerothite, the armor-bearer of Joab son of Zeruiah Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:39; 2 Samuel 8:12; 2 Samuel 2:13

38 Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:40; 1 Chronicles 2:53; 1 Samuel 22:2

39 and Uriah the Hittite. There were thirty-seven in all. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 11:41; 2 Samuel 11:3; 2 Samuel 11:17

Key Lessons from 2 Samuel Chapter 23

•  God speaks through His anointed.  → David's last words reveal that the Spirit of the Lord had spoken through him. God chooses vessels for His voice. →  2 Peter 1:21 — “Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 

•  Justice and reverence must define leadership.  → True rulers must be just and fear the Lord. 

Light and righteousness follow godly leadership. →  Proverbs 29:2 — “When the righteous are in

authority, the people rejoice.” 

•  Faithful people leave a legacy.  → David’s mighty men were remembered by name because of their courage, sacrifice, and loyalty. →  Hebrews 6:10 — “God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love…” 

•  Some sacrifices are too sacred for selfish use.  → David refused to drink the water his men risked their lives for—it was holy to him. →  Romans 12:1 — “Present your bodies as a living sacrifice…” 

•  Not everyone makes the top three, but each warrior counts.  → There’s honor in faithful service, even if it’s not always in the spotlight. →  1 Corinthians 12:18–20 — All parts of the body have purpose. 

2 Samuel Chapter 24 — Crawford Standard

David’s Sinful Census and the Mercy of God

David Orders a Census

(Verses 1–9)

1 Once again, the Lord’s anger burned against Israel, and He allowed David to be moved to say, “Go and count the people of Israel and Judah.” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 21:1; Exodus 30:12; Job 1:12

2 So the king said to Joab, the commander of his army, “Go throughout all the tribes of Israel—from Dan in the north to Beersheba in the south—and take a census of the people, so I will know how many there are.” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 21:2; Numbers 1:2; Exodus 38:26

3 But Joab replied, “May the Lord your God multiply the people a hundred times over, and may your eyes see it happen, my lord the king. But why does the king want to do such a thing?” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 21:3; Deuteronomy 1:11; Genesis 15:5

4 Yet the king’s command overruled Joab and the army officers. So Joab and his men went out from the king’s presence to count the people of Israel. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 21:4; Proverbs 21:1; 1 Samuel 8:19

5 They crossed the Jordan and began in Aroer, south of the town in the middle of the valley, and headed toward Jazer. 

 Cross References: Joshua 13:25; Numbers 32:34; Deuteronomy 2:36

6 Then they went to Gilead, to the land of Tahtim-hodshi, then to Dan-jaan and around to Sidon. 

 Cross References: Judges 20:1; Genesis 14:14; Joshua 19:47

7 They reached the fortress of Tyre and all the cities of the Hivites and Canaanites. Finally, they went south to Judah as far as Beersheba. 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:29; Genesis 21:31; Joshua 15:28

8 After they had gone through the entire land, they returned to Jerusalem at the end of nine months and twenty days. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 21:4; Numbers 1:19; Numbers 26:2

9 Joab reported the number of people to the king: There were 800,000 capable warriors in Israel who could handle a sword, and 500,000 in Judah. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 21:5; Numbers 1:46; Numbers 26:51

David’s Repentance and God’s Judgment

(Verses 10–17)

10 But after the census was taken, David’s conscience troubled him. He said to the Lord, “I have sinned greatly by doing this. Please take away the guilt of your servant, for I have acted foolishly.” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 21:8; Psalm 51:4; 1 John 1:9

11 The next morning, the word of the Lord came to the prophet Gad, David’s seer: Cross References: 1 Chronicles 21:9; 1 Samuel 22:5; 2 Chronicles 29:25

12 “Go and tell David, ‘This is what the Lord says: I am giving you three choices. Choose one of them, and I will bring it upon you.’” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 21:10; Deuteronomy 30:19; Joshua 24:15

13 So Gad came to David and gave him the choices: “Do you want seven years of famine in your land, or three months of fleeing from your enemies while they pursue you, or three days of plague in your land? Think it over and decide what answer I should give to the One who sent me.” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 21:11; Leviticus 26:25; Deuteronomy 28:21

14 David said to Gad, “I’m in a desperate situation! But let us fall into the hands of the Lord, for His mercy is great. Do not let me fall into human hands.” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 21:13; Psalm 51:1; Lamentations 3:22

15 So the Lord sent a plague upon Israel that morning, and it lasted for the appointed time. Seventy thousand people died, from Dan to Beersheba. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 21:14; Numbers 16:46; Numbers 16:49

16 But as the angel was poised to destroy Jerusalem, the Lord relented and said to the angel, “Stop! 

That’s enough!” At that moment, the angel of the Lord was by the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 21:15; Exodus 12:23; Genesis 22:12

17 When David saw the angel who was striking the people down, he cried out to the Lord, “I alone have sinned and done wrong! But these people are just sheep—what have they done? Let your hand fall on me and my family.” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 21:17; Ezekiel 34:2; John 10:11

David Builds an Altar

(Verses 18–25)

18 That same day, Gad came to David and said, “Go and build an altar to the Lord on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 21:18; 2 Chronicles 3:1; Genesis 22:2

19 So David went up, as the Lord had commanded through Gad. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 21:19; Exodus 39:32; Genesis 6:22

20 When Araunah saw the king and his officials approaching, he bowed before the king with his face to the ground. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 21:21; Genesis 23:7; Genesis 33:3

21 “Why has my lord the king come to his servant?” Araunah asked. David replied, “To buy your threshing floor so I can build an altar to the Lord and stop the plague.” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 21:22; Genesis 23:9; Numbers 16:48

22 Araunah said, “Take it, my lord the king, and use it as you wish. Here are oxen for the burnt offering and threshing sledges and ox yokes for wood. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 21:23; Genesis 23:11; Genesis 23:15

23 I give it all to you, Your Majesty, and may the Lord your God accept your sacrifice.” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 21:23; Leviticus 1:4; Genesis 4:4

24 But the king replied, “No, I will buy it from you for a price. I will not offer to the Lord my God burnt offerings that cost me nothing.” So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 21:24; Genesis 23:16; Malachi 1:8

25 David built an altar to the Lord there and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. The Lord answered his prayer, and the plague on Israel was stopped. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 21:26; 2 Chronicles 3:1; 1 Chronicles 22:1

Key Lessons from 2 Samuel Chapter 24

•  Unchecked pride and disobedience can lead to disaster.  → David’s decision to count the people without God’s approval reflected misplaced trust in numbers rather than in the Lord. →

 Proverbs 3:5 — “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding.” 

•  Even leaders must repent when they sin.  → David immediately confessed his wrong and sought God’s forgiveness. →  1 John 1:9 — “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us.” 

•  God’s mercy is greater than His wrath.  → David chose to fall into God’s hands rather than into human hands because he trusted God’s compassion. →  Lamentations 3:22 — “His mercies never cease.” 

•  Sacrifice should cost something.  → David refused to offer to God that which cost him nothing—true worship involves personal surrender and value. →  Romans 12:1 — “Offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God.” 

•  Repentance and worship can stop judgment.  → When David obeyed, repented, and offered sacrifices, the plague was stopped. →  Joel 2:13 — “Return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious and compassionate.” 

Title and Meaning

The book of 1 Kings continues the historical narrative begun in 1 and 2 Samuel, chronicling the transition from the united monarchy under David and Solomon to the divided kingdoms of Israel and Judah. The Hebrew title is  Melakhim, meaning “Kings,” reflecting its focus on the reigns of Israel’s and Judah’s rulers. Originally part of a single scroll with 2 Kings, the division was made for convenience in later translations. 

Historical Context

1 Kings spans roughly 970–850 B.C., beginning with the death of David and the rise of Solomon. It covers Solomon’s reign, the building of the temple, and the eventual division of the kingdom after his death. The northern kingdom (Israel) and southern kingdom (Judah) emerge, each with its own line of kings. The book also introduces the prophetic ministry of Elijah during a time of rampant idolatry and political instability. 

Purpose of the Book

The purpose of 1 Kings is to reveal how covenant faithfulness—or the lack thereof—shapes the destiny of nations. It shows that political power and religious compromise lead to spiritual decline, while prophetic voices call for repentance and renewal. The book emphasizes that God’s promises to David endure, even amid national failure. 

Major Themes

Covenant and Kingship: God’s covenant with David remains central, even as kings fail to uphold it. 

Idolatry and Judgment: Solomon’s compromise and the kings’ apostasy lead to national division and decline. 

Prophetic Authority: Elijah’s ministry demonstrates God’s power and the role of prophets in confronting sin. 

The Temple: Solomon’s temple symbolizes God’s presence, but its sanctity is threatened by disobedience. 

Divine Sovereignty: God raises up and removes kings according to His will and purpose. 

Key Figures

Solomon – David’s son, known for wisdom and wealth, but led astray by foreign wives and idolatry. 

Rehoboam – Solomon’s son, whose harsh leadership causes the kingdom to split. 

Jeroboam – First king of the northern kingdom, who institutes false worship at Bethel and Dan. 

Elijah – A bold prophet who confronts Ahab and Jezebel, calls down fire from heaven, and anoints Elisha. 

Ahab – A wicked king of Israel, married to Jezebel, who promotes Baal worship and opposes Elijah. 

Jezebel – A manipulative queen who persecutes prophets and leads Israel deeper into idolatry. 

Spiritual Significance

1 Kings reveals the spiritual consequences of leadership choices. It teaches that wisdom without obedience leads to ruin, and that God’s presence cannot be manipulated by ritual alone. The book calls readers to faithfulness, reminding them that God speaks through His prophets and remains sovereign over history. 

Christ in 1 Kings

Though Christ is not named, Solomon’s reign foreshadows the peace and glory of Christ’s future kingdom. Elijah’s prophetic ministry prefigures John the Baptist, preparing the way for the Lord. The failure of earthly kings points to the need for a perfect King—Jesus, who fulfills the Davidic covenant and reigns in righteousness. 

Outline of 1 Kings

The Reign of Solomon – Chapters 1–11

The Division of the Kingdom – Chapters 12–14

The Kings of Israel and Judah – Chapters 15–16

The Ministry of Elijah – Chapters 17–22

Key Verse

1 Kings 9:4–5 (CSB) – “If you walk before Me as your father David walked, with a heart of integrity and in what is right, doing everything I have commanded you... I will establish your royal throne over Israel forever.” 

Key Lesson

Wisdom must be grounded in obedience. When leaders turn from God, nations suffer—but God remains faithful to His promises. He raises up prophets to call His people back and prepares the way for the true King who will reign forever. 

Certainly! Here's your Crawford Bible Commentary–style introduction for the Book of 1 Kings, modeled precisely after your 1 Samuel format:


12 One servant replied, “None of us, my lord. It’s Elisha the prophet in Israel. He tells the king of Israel everything—even what you say in your bedroom!” 

 Cross References: Ecclesiastes 10:20; Luke 12:3; Job 12:22

13 The king ordered, “Go find out where he is so I can capture him.” Someone told him, “Elisha is in Dothan.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 37:17; 1 Samuel 23:22; Psalm 139:1

14 So he sent horses, chariots, and a large army by night. They surrounded the city. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 20:1; Psalm 27:3; 2 Chronicles 32:1

15 The next morning, Elisha’s servant got up and saw the army. He said, “Oh no, master! What will we do?” 

 Cross References: Numbers 22:34; Exodus 14:10; Genesis 32:7

16 Elisha answered, “Don’t be afraid. Those who are with us are more than those with them.” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 32:7; Romans 8:31; 1 John 4:4

17 Then Elisha prayed, “Lord, open his eyes so he can see.” The Lord opened the servant’s eyes, and he saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. 

 Cross References: Psalm 34:7; Psalm 91:11; 2 Kings 2:11

18 As the army came toward Elisha, he prayed, “Lord, strike them with blindness.” And the Lord did. 

 Cross References: Genesis 19:11; Acts 13:11; Deuteronomy 28:28

19 Elisha said, “This isn’t the right road or city. Follow me, and I’ll take you to the man you’re looking for.” But he led them to Samaria. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 42:16; Psalm 25:9; John 16:13

20 When they arrived, Elisha prayed, “Lord, open their eyes.” And the Lord did—they were inside Samaria! 

 Cross References: Numbers 22:31; Genesis 21:19; Luke 24:31

21 The king of Israel saw them and asked Elisha, “Should I kill them, my father? Should I kill them?” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 24:10; Luke 9:54; 2 Samuel 16:9

22 Elisha said, “No! Would you kill prisoners of war? Give them food and water so they can return to their master.” 

 Cross References: Proverbs 25:21; Romans 12:20; Matthew 5:44

23 So the king prepared a big feast. After they ate and drank, he sent them home. After that, the Syrian raiders stopped attacking Israel. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 16:7; 1 Samuel 24:19; Luke 6:35

The Siege of Samaria (Verses 24–33)

24 Sometime later, Ben-Hadad king of Syria gathered his army and laid siege to Samaria. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 20:1; 2 Kings 17:5; 2 Kings 18:9

25 The famine got so bad that a donkey’s head sold for 80 silver coins, and a small portion of dove droppings sold for five. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:26; Ezekiel 4:16; Deuteronomy 28:53

26 One day, the king of Israel was walking on the city wall when a woman cried, “Help me, my king!” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 14:4; Lamentations 2:11; 2 Kings 8:3

27 He replied, “If the Lord doesn’t help you, how can I? Do I have grain or wine?” 

 Cross References: Psalm 121:1; Psalm 60:11; Hosea 13:9

28 Then he asked, “What’s wrong?” She answered, “This woman said, ‘Give up your son so we can eat him today. Tomorrow we’ll eat mine.’

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:53; Leviticus 26:29; Lamentations 4:10

29 So we boiled my son and ate him. The next day, I said, ‘Now give up your son,’ but she hid him!” 

 Cross References: Lamentations 4:10; Leviticus 26:29; Deuteronomy 28:57

30 When the king heard this, he tore his clothes in grief. The people saw he was wearing sackcloth underneath. 

 Cross References: Genesis 37:34; 2 Kings 19:1; Joel 1:13

31 He declared, “May God punish me if Elisha still has his head by the end of the day!” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 19:2; Jeremiah 26:11; Matthew 14:10

32 Meanwhile, Elisha was sitting in his house with the elders. The king sent a messenger ahead. 

Before he arrived, Elisha said, “That murderer’s son has sent someone to kill me. When he comes, hold the door shut. His master is right behind him.” 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 8:1; Ezekiel 20:1; John 20:19

33 While Elisha was still speaking, the messenger arrived and said, “This disaster is from the Lord. 

Why should I wait on God any longer?” 

 Cross References: Job 2:9; Exodus 5:22; Lamentations 3:26

Key Lessons from 2 Kings Chapter 6

1.  God Cares About Your Needs – Even a lost axe head mattered to Elisha and to God. He sees the small and the large problems in our lives. 2.  Spiritual Eyes See Victory – Elisha’s servant saw enemies; Elisha saw God’s army. Ask God to open your eyes to the spiritual reality. 3.  Kindness Over Revenge – Elisha didn’t destroy his enemies when he could have. He showed mercy—just like God shows mercy to us. 4.  Fear Breeds Rash Decisions – In the famine, desperation led to horrifying choices. Turning from God during crisis always makes things worse. 5.  Don’t Blame God’s Messengers – The king blamed Elisha for the siege, but the problem was the people’s disobedience. True prophets speak truth, not popular opinion. 

2 Kings Chapter 7 — Crawford Standard Bible

A Prophetic Promise of Deliverance (Verses 1–2)

1 Elisha said, “Listen to the word of the Lord. This is what the Lord says: By this time tomorrow, at the gate of Samaria, a measure of fine flour will sell for one shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel.” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 4:42; Genesis 41:56; Psalm 107:9

2 One of the king’s officers, on whom the king leaned, responded to the man of God, “Even if the Lord opened the windows of heaven, could this really happen?” Elisha replied, “You will see it with your own eyes, but you won’t eat any of it.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 7:11; Malachi 3:10; Numbers 11:23

Four Lepers Discover a Miracle (Verses 3–8)

3 Meanwhile, four men with leprosy were sitting at the entrance of the city gate. They said to each other, “Why should we stay here until we die? 

 Cross References: Leviticus 13:46; Numbers 5:2; Luke 17:12

4 If we go into the city, there’s famine and we’ll die. If we stay here, we’ll die. So let’s go to the camp of the Syrians. If they spare us, we live. If they kill us, we die.” 

 Cross References: Esther 4:16; 1 Samuel 14:6; Job 13:15

5 At twilight, they set out for the Syrian camp. But when they reached the edge of it, no one was there. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 16:9; Judges 7:21; Psalm 37:5

6 For the Lord had caused the Syrians to hear the sound of chariots, horses, and a great army. They thought Israel had hired the Hittite and Egyptian kings to attack them. 

 Cross References: Judges 7:21; 2 Chronicles 20:22; Leviticus 26:36

7 So they ran away in the twilight, abandoning their tents, horses, donkeys—everything. They fled for their lives. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 4:10; Isaiah 30:17; Judges 7:22

8 When the lepers reached the edge of the camp, they entered a tent, ate and drank, and carried away silver, gold, and clothes, and hid them. Then they went into another tent, took more things, and hid them too. 

 Cross References: Joshua 7:21; 1 Samuel 30:19; Numbers 31:11

Good News Shared and Verified (Verses 9–15)

9 Then they said to each other, “We’re not doing the right thing. This is a day of good news, and we’re keeping it to ourselves. If we wait until morning, punishment will come. Let’s go and tell the palace.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 52:7; Ezekiel 33:6; Mark 16:15

10 So they went and called to the gatekeepers of the city, “We went to the Syrian camp, and no one was there—not a sound! The horses and donkeys are still tied up, and the tents are left just as they were.” 

 Cross References: Luke 24:9; Matthew 28:8; Acts 12:14

11 The gatekeepers shouted the news, and it was reported to the palace. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 4:12; Job 1:15; Luke 8:39

12 The king got up in the night and said to his officials, “I know what the Syrians are doing. They know we’re starving, so they left the camp to ambush us when we come out.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 8:4; 2 Samuel 17:1; 1 Samuel 23:22

13 One of his servants suggested, “Let’s send out some men with five of the remaining horses. We’ve got nothing to lose—they’re going to die anyway. Let’s send them to see what’s happened.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:17; Joshua 2:1; Numbers 13:2

14 So they took two chariots with horses, and the king sent them after the Syrian army to investigate. 

 Cross References: Joshua 2:1; Joshua 7:2; Judges 18:2

15 They followed the trail all the way to the Jordan River. The road was littered with clothes and equipment the Syrians had thrown away in their panic. The messengers returned and reported all of

this to the king. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:30; Psalm 68:12; Isaiah 33:23

Prophecy Fulfilled and Doubt Punished (Verses 16–20)

16 Then the people rushed out of the city and looted the Syrian camp. So a measure of fine flour sold for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel—just as the Lord had promised. 

 Cross References: Numbers 23:19; Joshua 21:45; 2 Kings 7:1

17 Now the king had put the same officer—who had doubted Elisha—in charge of the city gate. But when the people stormed out, they trampled him to death, just as Elisha had said. 

 Cross References: Luke 1:20; Hebrews 3:19; Deuteronomy 18:22

18 Everything happened exactly as Elisha had told the king: “Tomorrow at this time at the gate of Samaria, two measures of barley will sell for a shekel, and a measure of fine flour for a shekel.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 55:11; Ezekiel 12:25; 2 Kings 7:1

19 The officer had said, “Even if the Lord opened the windows of heaven, could this happen?” Elisha replied, “You’ll see it with your own eyes, but you won’t eat any of it.” 

 Cross References: Mark 9:24; Luke 1:18; John 20:25

20 And that’s exactly what happened—he was trampled at the gate and died. 

 Cross References: Numbers 23:19; Joshua 23:14; Galatians 6:7

Key Lessons from 2 Kings Chapter 7

1.  God’s Word Always Comes True — What Elisha prophesied seemed impossible, but it happened exactly as God said. Never underestimate the power of His promise. 2.  Faith Brings Life; Doubt Brings Death — The officer mocked God's word and died without tasting the blessing. Those who trust in God experience His provision. 3.  Desperation Can Lead to Discovery — The lepers were outcasts, yet God used them to deliver the message of salvation. Sometimes, God works through the least expected people. 4.  Blessings Aren’t Meant to Be Hoarded — The lepers said, “We do not well” when they kept the good news to themselves. When God blesses us, we are called to share it. 5. 

God Can Turn the Tide Instantly — In just one night, a starving city was flooded with food. God can reverse any situation when He moves. 

2 Kings Chapter 8 — Crawford Standard Bible

A Mother’s Land Restored (Verses 1–6)

1 Elisha said to the woman whose son he had brought back to life, “Get up and leave with your family. Go live wherever you can, for the Lord has called for a famine, and it will last seven years.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 12:10; Genesis 26:1; Ruth 1:1

2 So the woman did what the man of God said. She left with her family and lived in the land of the Philistines for seven years. 

 Cross References: Genesis 26:1; Hebrews 11:8; Genesis 12:4

3 After the seven years, she returned from Philistia and went to appeal to the king for her house and land. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 6:26; 2 Samuel 14:4; Ruth 4:3

4 Now the king had been talking with Gehazi, Elisha’s servant, and asked, “Tell me about the great things Elisha has done.” 

 Cross References: Acts 26:26; Psalm 71:17; Psalm 78:4

5 As Gehazi was telling the king how Elisha had raised a boy from the dead, the woman whose son was restored to life came in to appeal for her property. Gehazi said, “My lord the king, this is the woman! And this is her son, the one Elisha brought back to life!” 

 Cross References: Genesis 24:15; Esther 4:14; Proverbs 16:9

6 The king questioned her, and she confirmed the story. So he appointed an official to help her, saying, “Give her everything that belonged to her and all the income from her land since the day she left the country until now.” 

 Cross References: Job 42:10; Joel 2:25; Exodus 22:1

Elisha Foretells Hazael’s Rise and Violence (Verses 7–15)

7 Elisha traveled to Damascus. Ben-Hadad, king of Syria, was sick, and when he heard that Elisha was in town, 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 19:15; 2 Kings 5:1; Amos 1:3

8 he told Hazael, “Take a gift and go meet the man of God. Ask him, ‘Will I recover from this illness?’” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 14:2; 2 Kings 1:2; 1 Samuel 9:7

9 So Hazael went to Elisha, taking with him forty camels loaded with gifts. He stood before Elisha and said, “Your son Ben-Hadad, king of Syria, has sent me to ask, ‘Will I recover?’” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 14:3; Genesis 32:13; 2 Kings 5:5

10 Elisha replied, “Tell him, ‘Yes, you will recover.’ But the Lord has shown me that he will certainly die.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:15; Genesis 20:3; Jeremiah 38:17

11 Elisha stared at Hazael until he felt awkward, then Elisha began to weep. 

 Cross References: Luke 19:41; Jeremiah 9:1; Luke 22:61

12 Hazael asked, “Why are you crying, my lord?” Elisha answered, “Because I know the evil you will do to Israel—you will set their fortresses on fire, kill their young men with the sword, dash their

little ones to the ground, and rip open pregnant women.” 

 Cross References: Hosea 13:16; Amos 1:13; 2 Kings 15:16

13 Hazael said, “How could your servant, just a dog, do such horrible things?” Elisha answered, “The Lord has shown me that you will become king of Syria.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 19:15; 2 Samuel 9:8; 1 Samuel 17:43

14 When Hazael returned to Ben-Hadad, the king asked, “What did Elisha say?” Hazael replied, “He told me you would recover.” 

 Cross References: Proverbs 26:28; Jeremiah 28:15; Genesis 37:32

15 But the next day, Hazael took a thick cloth, soaked it in water, and smothered the king to death. 

Then Hazael became king in his place. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 15:27; 1 Kings 16:9; Amos 1:4

Jehoram and Ahaziah Reign in Judah (Verses 16–29)

16 In the fifth year of Joram son of Ahab, king of Israel—while Jehoshaphat was still king of Judah— Jehoram son of Jehoshaphat became king of Judah. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 21:1; 1 Kings 22:50; 2 Chronicles 17:1

17 He was 32 years old when he began to reign, and he ruled eight years in Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 21:5; 2 Chronicles 21:20; 1 Kings 22:42

18 He followed the ways of the kings of Israel, just as Ahab’s family did, because he had married Ahab’s daughter. He did evil in the Lord’s sight. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 21:6; 1 Kings 16:31; 2 Chronicles 18:1

19 But the Lord didn’t destroy Judah, because of His promise to David to maintain a lamp for him and his descendants forever. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 7:12; 1 Kings 11:36; Psalm 132:17

20 During Jehoram’s reign, Edom rebelled against Judah and appointed their own king. 

 Cross References: Genesis 27:40; 2 Chronicles 21:8; Numbers 24:18

21 So Jehoram went with his chariots to Zair. At night, he attacked the Edomites who had surrounded him and his commanders. The Edomite army fled, 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 21:9; Genesis 27:40; 2 Samuel 8:14

22 but Edom remained in rebellion against Judah to this day. Around that same time, Libnah also revolted. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 21:10; Genesis 27:40; Joshua 21:13

23 The rest of Jehoram’s deeds are written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 14:29; 1 Kings 22:45; 2 Chronicles 24:27

24 Jehoram died and was buried with his ancestors in the city of David. His son Ahaziah became king in his place. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 21:19; 2 Chronicles 22:1; 1 Kings 2:10

25 In the twelfth year of Joram son of Ahab, king of Israel, Ahaziah son of Jehoram became king of Judah. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 22:1; 2 Chronicles 22:2; 2 Kings 8:16

26 Ahaziah was 22 years old when he became king, and he ruled in Jerusalem for one year. His mother’s name was Athaliah, granddaughter of Omri, king of Israel. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 22:2; 2 Kings 11:1; 1 Kings 16:29

27 He followed the ways of Ahab’s family and did evil in the Lord’s sight, for he was related by marriage to Ahab’s household. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 22:3; 2 Chronicles 18:1; Deuteronomy 7:3

28 He went with Joram son of Ahab to fight against Hazael, king of Syria, at Ramoth-Gilead. But Joram was wounded in battle. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 22:5; 1 Kings 22:29; 1 Kings 22:3

29 So King Joram returned to Jezreel to recover from his wounds, and King Ahaziah of Judah went down to see him. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 22:6; 1 Kings 22:34; 2 Kings 9:15

Key Lessons from 2 Kings Chapter 8

1.  God’s Warnings Are Meant to Protect – Elisha warned the woman about the famine, and because she obeyed, she was preserved and later restored. 2.  God Restores What Was Lost – Not only did the woman get her land back, but she also received all the income it produced in her absence. 3.  God Knows the Heart and Future of Leaders – Elisha saw that Hazael would bring great destruction. God’s prophets are given insight not only into what is but into what will be. 4. 

Spiritual Compromise Leads to National Decline – Judah’s kings, by aligning with Ahab’s family, led their people away from God, even though God remained faithful to His promise to David. 5. 

Even Evil Men Can Be Instruments of God’s Judgment – Though Hazael was cruel, God allowed him to rise as part of divine justice. 

2 Kings Chapter 9 — Crawford Standard Bible

Jehu Is Secretly Anointed King (Verses 1–10)

1 Then Elisha the prophet called one of the young prophets and said, “Get ready, take this flask of oil, and go to Ramoth-gilead. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 19:16; Exodus 12:11; 1 Kings 18:46

2 When you arrive, find Jehu son of Jehoshaphat, son of Nimshi. Take him aside from his fellow officers and bring him into a private room. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 16:12; 1 Kings 1:39; 1 Kings 19:16

3 Then pour the oil on his head and say, ‘This is what the Lord says: I anoint you king over Israel.’

Then open the door and run—don’t wait around.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 10:1; 1 Samuel 16:13; Judges 9:8

4 So the young prophet went to Ramoth-gilead. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 19:16; 1 Kings 22:3; 2 Kings 8:28

5 When he arrived, the army commanders were sitting together. He said, “Captain, I have a message for you.” Jehu asked, “For which one of us?” The young man replied, “For you, Captain.” 

 Cross References: Judges 3:19; 1 Samuel 16:4; 2 Kings 4:13

6 Jehu got up and went into the house. The prophet poured the oil on his head and said, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: I anoint you king over the people of the Lord, over Israel. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 15:1; 1 Kings 1:34; 1 Kings 19:16

7 You are to strike down the house of your master Ahab. I will avenge the blood of my servants the prophets and of all the Lord’s servants shed by Jezebel. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 18:4; 1 Kings 21:19; Revelation 6:10

8 The whole family of Ahab will perish. Every last male—slave or free—will be cut off from Israel. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 21:21; 1 Kings 14:10; 1 Kings 16:11

9 I will make Ahab’s house like the house of Jeroboam son of Nebat and like the house of Baasha son of Ahijah. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 14:10; 1 Kings 16:3; 1 Kings 21:22

10 Dogs will eat Jezebel in Jezreel, and no one will bury her.” Then the prophet opened the door and fled. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 21:23; 2 Kings 9:36; Psalm 68:23

Jehu Declared King (Verses 11–13)

11 Jehu returned to his officers, and one of them asked, “Is everything all right? What did that crazy man want with you?” Jehu replied, “You know how they talk.” 

 Cross References: Hosea 9:7; Jeremiah 29:26; 1 Samuel 21:13

12 “You’re lying,” they said. “Tell us what he said!” So Jehu told them, “He said, ‘This is what the Lord says: I anoint you king over Israel.’” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 16:13; 1 Samuel 10:1; 1 Kings 19:16

13 Immediately they hurried to take off their cloaks and laid them at his feet on the steps. Then they blew the trumpet and shouted, “Jehu is king!” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 1:34; Matthew 21:8; 2 Kings 11:14

Jehu’s Conspiracy Against Joram (Verses 14–26)

14 So Jehu plotted against King Joram. Now Joram had been defending Ramoth-gilead against King Hazael of Syria, 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 16:9; 2 Kings 8:28; 2 Kings 15:10

15 but he had returned to Jezreel to recover from wounds received in battle. Jehu said, “If you are on my side, don’t let anyone escape to report this in Jezreel.” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 8:29; 1 Samuel 27:11; Judges 3:26

16 Then Jehu rode in his chariot to Jezreel, where Joram was resting. King Ahaziah of Judah had also gone to visit him. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 22:7; 2 Kings 8:29; 1 Kings 21:1

17 A watchman on the tower in Jezreel saw Jehu’s company coming. He said, “I see a company of men.” Joram ordered, “Send a horseman to ask if they come in peace.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 18:24; Ezekiel 33:6; Habakkuk 2:1

18 So the horseman rode out and said, “The king asks, ‘Do you come in peace?’” Jehu replied, “What do you know about peace? Fall in behind me.” The watchman reported, “He reached them but isn’t returning.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 20:9; Jeremiah 6:14; 1 Kings 20:11

19 Then a second horseman was sent out. He asked the same, and Jehu gave the same reply. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 8:11; Ezekiel 13:10; 2 Samuel 20:10

20 The watchman reported again, “He reached them, but he isn’t coming back either. The driving looks like Jehu son of Nimshi—it’s furious!” 

 Cross References: Nahum 2:3; Judges 5:22; 1 Kings 18:46

21 “Get my chariot ready!” Joram ordered. He and King Ahaziah rode out and met Jehu in the field of Naboth the Jezreelite. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 21:1; 1 Kings 21:19; 1 Kings 21:16

22 When Joram saw Jehu, he asked, “Do you come in peace, Jehu?” Jehu answered, “How can there be peace as long as your mother Jezebel continues her idolatry and witchcraft?” 

 Cross References: Nahum 3:4; Revelation 2:20; 1 Kings 16:31

23 Joram turned to flee and shouted to Ahaziah, “Treachery, Ahaziah!” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 20:10; 2 Kings 11:14; Jeremiah 9:4

24 But Jehu drew his bow and shot Joram between the shoulders. The arrow pierced his heart, and he collapsed in his chariot. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:34; 1 Kings 21:19; 2 Chronicles 22:7

25 Jehu said to Bidkar, his officer, “Pick him up and throw him on the field that belonged to Naboth. 

Remember how you and I were riding with Ahab when the Lord gave this prophecy: Cross References: 1 Kings 21:19; 1 Kings 21:29; 1 Kings 21:17

26 ‘I saw yesterday the blood of Naboth and his sons,’ says the Lord, ‘and I will repay you on this plot of land.’ Throw him there as the Lord has said.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 21:13; 1 Kings 21:19; Leviticus 24:20

Ahaziah and Jezebel Are Killed (Verses 27–37)

27 When King Ahaziah of Judah saw this, he fled by the road to Beth-haggan. Jehu followed, shouting, “Kill him too!” They shot him in his chariot at the ascent of Gur near Ibleam, but he escaped to Megiddo and died there. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 22:9; 2 Kings 23:29; Judges 1:27

28 His servants took him to Jerusalem, where he was buried with his ancestors in the city of David. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 22:9; 1 Kings 2:10; 2 Kings 8:24

29 Ahaziah had begun to reign in Judah in the eleventh year of Joram son of Ahab. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 8:25; 2 Chronicles 22:2; 2 Chronicles 21:20

30 When Jehu arrived in Jezreel, Jezebel heard about it. She painted her eyes, fixed her hair, and looked out the window. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 23:40; Jeremiah 4:30; Revelation 17:4

31 As Jehu entered the gate, she called out, “Have you come in peace, Zimri, you murderer of your master?” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 16:9; 1 Kings 16:18; Jeremiah 6:14

32 Jehu looked up at the window and said, “Who is on my side?” Two or three eunuchs looked down at him. 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:26; 2 Kings 11:14; Daniel 1:3

33 “Throw her down!” he shouted. So they threw her down. Her blood splattered on the wall and on the horses, and Jehu trampled her underfoot. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 21:23; Nahum 3:6; Revelation 2:22

34 Then he went inside, ate and drank, and said, “Go and take care of that cursed woman. She was a king’s daughter.” 

 Cross References: Judges 3:24; Matthew 14:11; 1 Kings 16:31

35 But when they went to bury her, they found only her skull, her feet, and the palms of her hands. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 21:23; Psalm 83:10; 2 Kings 9:37

36 They came back and told Jehu, and he said, “This is the word of the Lord spoken through His servant Elijah the Tishbite: ‘In the plot of land at Jezreel, dogs will eat Jezebel’s flesh. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 21:23; Joshua 21:45; Numbers 23:19

37 Her body will be like manure spread out on the ground in Jezreel, so that no one can say, “This was Jezebel.”’” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 8:2; Psalm 83:10; Jeremiah 9:22

Key Lessons from 2 Kings Chapter 9

1.  God’s Word Always Comes True – Every detail of Elijah’s prophecy about Jezebel and Ahab’s house was fulfilled exactly as God said. 2.  Jehu’s Zeal Was Divinely Ordained – Though violent, Jehu’s mission was to execute judgment on the wicked leadership that had corrupted Israel. 3.  Sin Has Consequences – Ahab and Jezebel’s crimes were not forgotten by God, even years later. 4.  God Raises Up Unexpected Instruments – Jehu, a military officer, became king not by royal succession but by divine appointment. 5.  Justice Is Sometimes Swift and Severe – Jehu’s swift actions demonstrate how decisively God can act when His patience runs out. 

2 Kings Chapter 10 — Crawford Standard Bible

Jehu Executes Ahab’s Descendants (Verses 1–11)

1 Ahab had seventy sons living in Samaria. Jehu wrote letters and sent them to the officials of Jezreel, to the elders, and to the guardians of Ahab’s sons. He said, Cross References: Judges 8:30; Judges 9:5; 1 Kings 21:1

2 “As soon as this letter reaches you—since you have your master’s sons, chariots, horses, fortified cities, and weapons—

 Cross References: Judges 9:2; 1 Kings 21:1; 2 Chronicles 21:3

3 choose the best and most qualified of his sons, put him on his father’s throne, and fight for your master’s house.” 

 Cross References: Judges 9:2; Judges 9:5; 2 Chronicles 22:10

4 But they were terrified and said, “Two kings couldn’t stand against him. How can we?” 

 Cross References: Joshua 2:9; Exodus 15:15; 2 Kings 9:24

5 So the palace administrator, the city governor, the elders, and the guardians sent this reply to Jehu:

“We are your servants. We’ll do whatever you say. We won’t make anyone king. Do what seems right to you.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 9:8; 1 Samuel 11:1; 2 Samuel 15:15

6 Jehu sent another letter: “If you are really loyal to me and willing to obey, then kill the sons of your master and bring me their heads to Jezreel by this time tomorrow.” The seventy sons of Ahab were being raised by the city’s leading men. 

 Cross References: Judges 9:5; 2 Chronicles 21:4; 2 Kings 11:1

7 When the letter arrived, they slaughtered all seventy of the king’s sons. They put their heads in baskets and sent them to Jehu at Jezreel. 

 Cross References: Judges 9:5; 1 Kings 21:21; 1 Samuel 17:54

8 A messenger reported to Jehu, “They’ve brought the heads of the king’s sons.” Jehu said, “Pile them in two heaps at the city gate until morning.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 31:9; 1 Samuel 31:10; Nahum 3:3

9 The next morning, he stood before the people and said, “You are innocent. I plotted against my master and killed him. But who killed all these? 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 3:28; Matthew 27:24; 1 Kings 2:32

10 Understand this: not a single word the Lord spoke against the house of Ahab will fail. The Lord has done what He promised through His servant Elijah.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 21:21; Joshua 21:45; Joshua 23:14

11 Then Jehu killed everyone who remained in Ahab’s family in Jezreel, including his leaders, close friends, and priests—leaving no survivor. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 21:21; 1 Kings 16:11; 1 Kings 15:29

Jehu Slaughters Ahaziah’s Relatives (Verses 12–14)

12 Jehu then set out for Samaria. On the way, at a place called Beth-eked of the Shepherds, Cross References: 1 Samuel 25:4; Genesis 38:12; 2 Samuel 13:23

13 he met some relatives of King Ahaziah of Judah. He asked, “Who are you?” They replied, “We’re relatives of Ahaziah. We’re here to visit the royal family.” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 22:8; 2 Kings 9:27; Job 1:14

14 Jehu ordered, “Capture them alive.” His men captured all forty-two and killed them at the well near Beth-eked. None were left alive. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 22:8; Hosea 1:4; 1 Kings 21:21

Jehu Joins with Jehonadab (Verses 15–17)

15 As Jehu traveled on, he met Jehonadab son of Rechab coming to meet him. Jehu greeted him and said, “Are you with me as I am with you?” Jehonadab answered, “Yes, I am.” Jehu said, “Then give me your hand.” He helped him into his chariot. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 35:6; Jeremiah 35:19; 1 Samuel 18:1

16 Jehu said, “Come with me and see my zeal for the Lord.” And they rode together. 

 Cross References: Numbers 25:11; Romans 10:2; Galatians 1:14

17 When they reached Samaria, Jehu killed everyone who remained from Ahab’s family there, just as the Lord had said through Elijah. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 21:21; Joshua 23:14; 1 Kings 21:29

The Destruction of Baal Worship (Verses 18–28)

18 Then Jehu gathered the people and said, “Ahab served Baal a little; Jehu will serve him much. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 16:31; Judges 6:31; 1 Kings 18:19

19 So call together all the prophets, priests, and worshipers of Baal. Don’t leave anyone out. I’m preparing a great sacrifice for Baal, and anyone who doesn’t come will die.” (But Jehu was deceiving them to destroy the worshipers of Baal.)

 Cross References: 1 Kings 18:19; 1 Kings 18:40; Exodus 32:27

20 He said, “Proclaim a special assembly for Baal.” And it was announced. 

 Cross References: Joel 1:14; Joel 2:15; Amos 5:21

21 Jehu sent messengers all throughout Israel, and every Baal worshiper came. The temple was packed from one end to the other. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 18:19; Exodus 32:3; 1 Kings 18:21

22 Jehu said to the person in charge of the robes, “Bring out garments for all the Baal worshipers.” 

So he did. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 23:4; Zephaniah 1:8; Exodus 28:2

23 Then Jehu and Jehonadab son of Rechab entered the temple of Baal. Jehu said to the worshipers, 

“Check to make sure no one who serves the Lord is here—only worshipers of Baal.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:26; 1 Kings 18:21; 2 Corinthians 6:17

24 Then they went inside to offer sacrifices and burnt offerings. Meanwhile, Jehu had stationed eighty men outside. He warned them, “If you let any of them escape, you’ll pay with your own life.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:27; 1 Kings 20:39; Leviticus 24:18

25 As soon as the offering was done, Jehu ordered the guards and officers, “Go in and kill them. Let no one escape!” So they killed them with the sword. The guards and officers dragged out the bodies and went into the inner room of the temple. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 18:40; Exodus 32:28; 2 Chronicles 15:13

26 They brought out the sacred pillars from the temple and burned them. 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:20; Deuteronomy 7:5; 2 Kings 23:4

27 They smashed the pillar of Baal, tore down the temple, and turned it into a public latrine—used to this very day. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 23:8; 2 Chronicles 23:17; Judges 6:28

28 This is how Jehu wiped out Baal worship in Israel. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 18:40; 2 Chronicles 23:17; Zephaniah 1:4

Jehu’s Partial Obedience and Decline (Verses 29–36)

29 However, Jehu did not turn away from the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, who led Israel to worship the golden calves in Bethel and Dan. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:28; 2 Kings 17:21; 1 Kings 13:33

30 The Lord said to Jehu, “Because you have done well in carrying out what was right in My sight and have carried out My judgment against Ahab’s house, your descendants will sit on the throne of Israel to the fourth generation.” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 15:12; Exodus 20:5; Hosea 1:4

31 But Jehu was not careful to follow the law of the Lord God of Israel with all his heart. He did not turn away from the sins of Jeroboam. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 11:33; 2 Kings 17:22; 2 Chronicles 25:2

32 During Jehu’s reign, the Lord began to reduce the size of Israel. King Hazael of Syria defeated them throughout their borders—

 Cross References: 2 Kings 8:12; Amos 1:3; Hosea 1:4

33 east of the Jordan, in all the land of Gilead, the territory of Gad, Reuben, and Manasseh—from Aroer by the Arnon River to Gilead and Bashan. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 8:12; Numbers 32:1; Deuteronomy 3:10

34 The rest of Jehu’s deeds, everything he accomplished, and his military power, are recorded in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 16:27; 1 Kings 22:39; 1 Kings 14:29

35 When Jehu died, he was buried in Samaria. His son Jehoahaz succeeded him as king. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 16:28; 2 Kings 13:1; 1 Kings 2:10

36 Jehu reigned over Israel in Samaria for twenty-eight years. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 13:1; 2 Kings 15:12; Hosea 1:4

Key Lessons from 2 Kings Chapter 10

1.  God Keeps His Promises, Even in Judgment – Every word God spoke through Elijah about Ahab’s house came true, down to the detail. 2.  Jehu’s Zeal Was Effective—but Incomplete – He destroyed Baal worship and executed judgment on Ahab’s house, but failed to turn fully from

Jeroboam’s idolatry. 3.  Partial Obedience Isn’t Enough – Though Jehu obeyed part of God’s will, his failure to fully follow the Lord led to long-term consequences. 4.  Religious Hypocrisy Can Be Weaponized – Jehu used deception to eliminate idolaters, showing how even evil can be turned against itself. 5.  God Rewards Faithfulness—but Desires the Heart – Jehu was rewarded for doing what was right, but he missed God’s deeper desire for wholehearted devotion. 

2 Kings Chapter 11 — Crawford Standard Bible

Athaliah Seizes the Throne (Verses 1–3)

1 When Athaliah, the mother of King Ahaziah, saw that her son was dead, she arose and killed all the royal heirs. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 22:10; 2 Kings 8:26; 2 Kings 8:18

2 But Jehosheba, the daughter of King Joram and sister of Ahaziah, took Ahaziah’s infant son Joash and secretly rescued him from among the king’s sons who were being killed. She hid him and his nurse in a bedroom so that Athaliah would not find him and kill him. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 22:11; Exodus 2:3; Matthew 2:13

3 Joash remained hidden in the Temple of the Lord for six years while Athaliah ruled over the land. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 22:12; 2 Kings 11:21; 2 Chronicles 24:1

Jehoiada’s Plan to Restore the King (Verses 4–8)

4 In the seventh year, Jehoiada the priest summoned the commanders of the army, the Carite mercenaries, and the palace guards. He brought them to the Temple of the Lord, made a covenant with them, put them under oath, and showed them the king’s son. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 23:1; 2 Samuel 5:3; 2 Kings 23:3

5 He gave them instructions, saying, “This is what you are to do: a third of you who come on duty on the Sabbath are to guard the royal palace. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 23:4; 1 Chronicles 9:25; 1 Chronicles 24:1

6 Another third will stand at the Sur Gate, and the final third will guard the gate behind the palace guard. You are to stand watch over the palace and protect it. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 23:5; 1 Chronicles 26:12; 1 Chronicles 9:19

7 The two companies who are off duty on the Sabbath must guard the king in the Lord’s Temple. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 23:4; 1 Chronicles 23:6; 1 Chronicles 24:1

8 Surround the king with weapons in hand. Anyone who tries to breach your ranks must be killed. 

Stay close to the king wherever he goes.” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 23:7; Numbers 3:10; Numbers 1:51

Joash Is Crowned King (Verses 9–12)

9 The commanders carried out everything Jehoiada the priest ordered. They brought their men—those coming on duty and those going off duty on the Sabbath—and all assembled before Jehoiada. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 23:8; 1 Chronicles 27:1; 2 Samuel 23:8

10 Jehoiada gave the commanders the spears and shields that had once belonged to King David and were kept in the Temple. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 23:9; 2 Samuel 8:7; 1 Chronicles 18:7

11 The guards stood with weapons in hand, surrounding the king from the south to the north side of the Temple, in front of the altar and by the sanctuary. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 23:10; 1 Chronicles 12:33; Numbers 1:52

12 Then Jehoiada brought out the king’s son, placed the crown on his head, gave him a copy of the covenant law, anointed him, and proclaimed him king. Everyone clapped their hands and shouted, 

“Long live the king!” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 23:11; 1 Samuel 10:24; 1 Kings 1:39

Athaliah Is Executed (Verses 13–16)

13 When Athaliah heard the shouting of the guards and the people, she came to the Temple of the Lord. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 23:12; 1 Kings 1:41; 1 Kings 1:45

14 She looked and saw the young king standing by the pillar, as was customary, with the commanders and trumpeters beside him. All the people were celebrating and blowing trumpets. 

Athaliah tore her clothes and cried, “Treason! Treason!” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 23:13; 1 Kings 1:34; 2 Samuel 13:31

15 Jehoiada the priest ordered the commanders, “Take her outside between the ranks, and anyone who follows her must be killed with the sword.” For the priest had said, “Do not kill her in the Lord’s Temple.” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 23:14; Numbers 35:25; Exodus 21:14

16 So they seized her and took her by the horse gate on the palace grounds, and there she was executed. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 23:15; 2 Kings 9:33; 2 Kings 9:37

The Nation Returns to God (Verses 17–21)

17 Then Jehoiada made a covenant between the Lord, the king, and the people: they would be the Lord’s people. He also made a covenant between the king and the people. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 23:16; Joshua 24:25; 2 Kings 23:3

18 All the people of the land went to the temple of Baal and tore it down. They smashed its altars and idols and killed Mattan, the priest of Baal, in front of the altars. Then Jehoiada appointed priests to serve in the Lord’s Temple. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 23:17; Judges 6:25; 2 Kings 10:27

19 He gathered the commanders, the guards, and all the people, and together they escorted the king from the Temple to the palace through the Guard’s Gate. The king sat on the royal throne. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 23:20; 1 Kings 1:46; 1 Chronicles 29:23

20 So all the people of the land rejoiced, and the city was peaceful because Athaliah had been killed with the sword near the palace. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 23:21; Judges 3:11; Judges 3:30

21 Joash was seven years old when he became king. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 24:1; 1 Kings 14:21; 2 Kings 22:1

Key Lessons from 2 Kings Chapter 11

1.  God Preserves His Promises – Though the royal line of David was nearly wiped out, God preserved Joash to fulfill His covenant with David. 2.  Courageous Faith Can Change History –

Jehosheba’s bold act of hiding Joash saved a generation and turned the course of the kingdom. 3. 

True Worship Must Replace False Worship – After Joash was crowned, the people tore down the temple of Baal and returned to worshiping the Lord. 4.  Leadership Requires Covenant Commitment – Jehoiada led not only by restoring the king but by restoring the people’s covenant with God. 5.  Young People Can Lead with God’s Help – Joash was only seven years old when he began to reign, reminding us that age does not limit God's ability to use someone. 

2 Kings Chapter 12 — Crawford Standard Bible

Jehoash’s Reign Begins (Verses 1–3)

1 In the seventh year of King Jehu, Jehoash began to reign. He ruled in Jerusalem for forty years. His mother’s name was Zibiah, from Beersheba. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 24:1; 2 Kings 8:26; 2 Kings 11:21

2 Jehoash did what was right in the eyes of the Lord for as long as Jehoiada the priest instructed him. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 24:2; 2 Kings 11:17; 2 Chronicles 24:14

3 However, the high places were not removed. The people still sacrificed and burned incense there. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 14:4; 2 Kings 15:4; 1 Kings 15:14

Jehoash Orders Temple Repairs (Verses 4–8)

4 Jehoash said to the priests, “All the money brought into the house of the Lord—whether from the census tax, personal vows, or voluntary offerings—

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 24:4; Exodus 30:13; 2 Kings 22:4

5 let the priests collect it from the people they know and use it to repair any damage found in the Temple.” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 24:5; 2 Kings 22:5; 1 Kings 5:18

6 But by the twenty-third year of Jehoash’s reign, the priests still had not repaired the Temple. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 24:5; 2 Kings 22:3; 2 Chronicles 24:6

7 So King Jehoash summoned Jehoiada the priest and the other priests and asked, “Why haven’t you repaired the Temple? Stop collecting money from the people for yourselves. Use it only for the Temple repairs.” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 24:6; Haggai 1:4; Haggai 1:9

8 The priests agreed to no longer collect money directly from the people and to let others take care of the repairs. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 24:5; Nehemiah 5:12; 2 Chronicles 24:14

A New System for Collecting and Using Funds (Verses 9–16)

9 Jehoiada the priest took a chest, drilled a hole in its lid, and placed it beside the altar on the right as one entered the Temple. The priests guarding the entrance put all the money brought into the Temple into this chest. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 24:8; Exodus 25:10; Mark 12:41

10 Whenever the chest was full, the king’s scribe and the high priest would come, count the money, and bag it up. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 24:11; 2 Kings 22:9; 2 Chronicles 24:14

11 Then they would give it to those overseeing the Temple work. These men paid the carpenters, builders, 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 24:12; 2 Kings 22:5; 1 Kings 5:18

12 masons, and stonecutters. They also purchased timber and dressed stone to repair the damage to the Temple and paid for all other repair costs. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 24:12; 1 Kings 5:18; 2 Chronicles 34:11

13 However, none of this money was used to make silver bowls, snuffers, basins, trumpets, or gold or silver items for the Temple. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 24:14; Exodus 25:38; Exodus 37:23

14 Instead, all the money was given directly to the workers to complete the Temple repairs. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 24:13; 2 Kings 22:6; 1 Kings 6:7

15 No accounting was required from the men who received the money, because they acted with complete honesty. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 24:12; 2 Kings 22:7; Nehemiah 13:13

16 The money from guilt offerings and sin offerings was not placed in the chest—it belonged to the priests. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 5:15; Leviticus 7:7; Numbers 5:8

Jehoash Pays Off Syria (Verses 17–18)

17 Then King Hazael of Syria attacked and captured Gath. He then turned to attack Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 8:12; 2 Chronicles 24:23; Amos 1:3

18 Jehoash, king of Judah, took all the sacred items that had been dedicated by his forefathers—

Jehoshaphat, Jehoram, and Ahaziah—as well as his own offerings and all the gold in the Temple and royal palace, and sent it to King Hazael of Syria. So Hazael withdrew from Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 24:23; 1 Kings 15:18; 2 Kings 16:8

The Assassination of Jehoash (Verses 19–21)

19 The rest of the acts of Jehoash and all he did are recorded in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 24:27; 1 Kings 14:29; 1 Kings 15:7

20 Jehoash’s servants plotted against him and assassinated him at the house of Millo on the road to Silla. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 24:25; 2 Kings 14:5; 2 Chronicles 25:3

21 The men who killed him were Jozachar son of Shimeath and Jehozabad son of Shomer. They buried him in the City of David, and his son Amaziah succeeded him as king. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 24:25; 2 Chronicles 24:26; 2 Chronicles 24:22

Key Lessons from 2 Kings Chapter 12

1.  Godly Leadership Requires Ongoing Accountability Jehoash followed the Lord while Jehoiada the priest guided him, but long-term obedience depends on continuing spiritual accountability. 2. 

Neglecting God’s House Brings Consequences The delay in repairing the Temple revealed a lack of urgency in honoring God. Worship and the upkeep of God's house should never be an afterthought. 3.  Integrity in Stewardship Matters to God The Temple repair workers were trustworthy, and no oversight was needed. Their faithfulness is a model for how we should handle God’s resources. 4.  Compromise with the Enemy Isn’t Victory Instead of trusting in God for deliverance, Jehoash gave away holy treasures to appease Hazael. This act of fear weakened the nation spiritually and politically. 5.  Ungodliness and Disobedience Lead to Betrayal Despite early faithfulness, Jehoash’s later actions brought about internal rebellion. A king once faithful to God was slain by his own servants. 

2 Kings Chapter 13 — Crawford Standard Bible Jehoahaz Reigns Over Israel (Verses 1–9)

1 In the twenty-third year of Joash, son of Ahaziah, king of Judah, Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, became king of Israel in Samaria. He ruled for seventeen years. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 10:35; 2 Kings 10:36; 2 Chronicles 25:17

2 He did what was evil in the sight of the Lord. He followed the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, who had led Israel into sin. He never turned away from them. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:28; 1 Kings 12:30; 2 Kings 10:31

3 So the Lord’s anger burned against Israel, and He allowed them to fall under the power of King Hazael of Syria and his son Ben-Hadad for many years. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 8:12; Judges 2:14; Judges 3:8

4 But Jehoahaz pleaded with the Lord for help, and the Lord listened. He saw how severely the king of Syria was oppressing Israel. 

 Cross References: Exodus 3:7; Judges 2:18; Judges 3:9

5 So the Lord gave Israel a deliverer, and they were able to escape from Syrian rule and live in peace, as they had before. 

 Cross References: Judges 3:9; Judges 3:15; Nehemiah 9:27

6 However, they still did not turn away from the sins of Jeroboam. The people continued in them, and the Asherah pole remained in Samaria. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 16:33; 1 Kings 14:15; Deuteronomy 16:21

7 Jehoahaz was left with only fifty horsemen, ten chariots, and ten thousand foot soldiers, for the king of Syria had destroyed the rest—crushing them like dust under threshing wheels. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:62; Amos 5:3; Isaiah 1:9

8 The rest of Jehoahaz’s reign, everything he did and his military might, is recorded in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 14:19; 1 Kings 15:31; 1 Kings 16:5

9 Jehoahaz died and was buried in Samaria, and his son Jehoash (also called Joash) succeeded him as king. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 13:10; 2 Kings 10:35; 1 Kings 22:40

Jehoash (Joash) Becomes King of Israel (Verses 10–13)

10 In the thirty-seventh year of Joash, king of Judah, Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz became king over Israel in Samaria. He ruled for sixteen years. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 25:17; 2 Kings 13:1; 2 Kings 14:1

11 He did evil in the sight of the Lord and followed the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, never turning away from them. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:28; 1 Kings 12:30; 2 Kings 3:3

12 The rest of Jehoash’s reign and his battles, including his war with Amaziah, king of Judah, are recorded in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 14:8; 2 Kings 14:15; 2 Chronicles 25:21

13 Jehoash died and was buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel. His son Jeroboam II became king after him. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 14:16; 2 Kings 14:23; 1 Kings 22:40

Elisha’s Final Prophecy and Death (Verses 14–21)

14 Elisha became sick with the illness that would lead to his death. King Jehoash of Israel came down to visit him. He wept over Elisha and cried out, “My father, my father! The chariots and horsemen of Israel!” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 2:12; 2 Kings 6:21; 2 Kings 5:8

15 Elisha told him, “Take a bow and some arrows.” So he did. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 4:1; 1 Kings 22:11; Jeremiah 51:63

16 Then Elisha said, “Put your hand on the bow.” As the king did so, Elisha placed his hands over the king’s hands. 

 Cross References: Numbers 27:18; Genesis 48:14; 2 Kings 4:34

17 “Open the east window,” he said. The king opened it. “Now shoot,” Elisha commanded. As he did, Elisha declared, “This is the Lord’s arrow of victory over Syria. You will defeat them at Aphek until they are completely destroyed.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 20:13; 1 Kings 20:28; 2 Kings 6:17

18 Then Elisha said, “Take the arrows and strike the ground.” Jehoash struck the ground three times and then stopped. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 13:19; 1 Kings 22:11; Ezekiel 4:1

19 The man of God became angry and said, “You should have struck five or six times! Then you would have completely defeated Syria. Now you will only defeat them three times.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 15:22; Judges 1:28; 2 Kings 13:25

20 Elisha died and was buried. Later that year, Moabite raiders invaded the land. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 13:14; 2 Kings 24:2; 1 Samuel 25:1

21 As some Israelites were burying a man, they saw a band of raiders coming. So they quickly threw the dead man’s body into Elisha’s tomb. When the body touched Elisha’s bones, the man came back to life and stood on his feet. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 4:34; Ezekiel 37:10; Acts 19:12

Israel Delivered Again by God’s Mercy (Verses 22–25)

22 Throughout the reign of Jehoahaz, Hazael king of Syria continued to oppress Israel. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 8:12; 2 Kings 10:32; 2 Kings 12:17

23 But the Lord was gracious to them. He had compassion and showed them mercy because of His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He refused to destroy them or cast them from His presence

—at least not yet. 

 Cross References: Exodus 2:24; Leviticus 26:42; Genesis 17:7

24 When Hazael died, his son Ben-Hadad became king in his place. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 8:15; 2 Kings 8:28; Amos 1:4

25 Then Jehoash, son of Jehoahaz, recaptured the cities Ben-Hadad had taken from his father. Three times Jehoash defeated Ben-Hadad and recovered the cities of Israel. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 13:19; 2 Kings 13:17; 2 Kings 14:25

Key Lessons from 2 Kings Chapter 13

1.  Disobedience Brings Oppression Repeated sin, especially following in the ways of Jeroboam, brought God’s judgment through Syrian domination. 2.  God Hears the Humble Despite Jehoahaz’s evil, his humble cry moved God’s heart. God's mercy can still flow even in dark times. 3.  Incomplete Obedience Limits Blessing Jehoash’s half-hearted obedience—striking the ground only three times—symbolized his lack of full commitment, limiting Israel’s victory. 4.  God’s Power Outlives His Servants Even after Elisha’s death, God’s power was so strong that it raised the dead—a reminder that God’s Word endures beyond the grave. 5.  God Remembers His Covenant Though Israel was rebellious, God did not reject them completely because of His promises to the patriarchs. 

His faithfulness is greater than our failures. 

2 Kings Chapter 14 — Crawford Standard Bible

Amaziah Begins His Reign in Judah (Verses 1–6)

1 In the second year of Joash, son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel, Amaziah the son of Joash became king of Judah. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 25:1; 2 Kings 12:21; 2 Kings 13:10

2 He was 25 years old when he began to reign and ruled in Jerusalem for 29 years. His mother’s name was Jehoaddan of Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 25:1; 2 Kings 15:2; 2 Kings 8:26

3 He did what was right in the Lord’s sight, though not like his ancestor David. He followed the example of his father Joash. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 25:2; 1 Kings 15:11; 2 Kings 12:2

4 But the high places were not removed; the people still offered sacrifices and burned incense on them. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 12:3; 2 Kings 15:4; 1 Kings 15:14

5 Once his kingdom was secure, Amaziah executed the servants who had assassinated his father, the king. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 25:3; 2 Kings 12:20; 2 Kings 12:21

6 However, he did not kill their children, following what is written in the Law of Moses, where the Lord commanded, “Parents must not be put to death for their children, nor children for their parents. 

Each person must die for their own sin.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 24:16; 2 Chronicles 25:4; Ezekiel 18:20

Victory Over Edom and Challenge to Israel (Verses 7–14)

7 Amaziah defeated ten thousand Edomites in the Valley of Salt and captured the city of Selah, renaming it Joktheel, a name it still holds today. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 25:11; 2 Samuel 8:13; Psalm 60:1

8 After that, Amaziah sent messengers to King Jehoash of Israel (the son of Jehoahaz, grandson of Jehu), saying, “Come and face me in battle.” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 25:17; 1 Kings 20:11; 2 Kings 13:12

9 But King Jehoash of Israel replied with a parable: “The thistle in Lebanon sent a message to the cedar in Lebanon, saying, ‘Give your daughter in marriage to my son.’ But a wild beast passed by and trampled the thistle. 

 Cross References: Judges 9:8; Judges 9:15; 2 Chronicles 25:18

10 You have defeated Edom, and now you’re arrogant. Be proud of your victory, but stay home. Why stir up trouble that will lead to your downfall—and Judah’s with you?” 

 Cross References: Proverbs 16:18; 2 Chronicles 25:19; Proverbs 18:12

11 But Amaziah refused to listen. So King Jehoash of Israel went to battle. He and Amaziah faced each other at Beth-shemesh in Judah. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 25:21; Joshua 15:10; 1 Samuel 6:9

12 Judah was defeated, and its army fled to their homes. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 25:22; Deuteronomy 28:25; Leviticus 26:17

13 Jehoash captured Amaziah and then went to Jerusalem. He tore down part of Jerusalem’s wall—

about 600 feet—from the Ephraim Gate to the Corner Gate. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 25:23; 2 Kings 25:10; 2 Chronicles 32:5

14 He took all the gold and silver from the Temple and palace treasuries, along with some hostages, and returned to Samaria. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 25:24; 1 Kings 14:26; 2 Kings 24:13

The Deaths of Jehoash and Amaziah (Verses 15–22)

15 The rest of the acts of Jehoash, including his strength and his battle with Amaziah, are recorded in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 13:12; 2 Kings 13:8; 1 Kings 14:19

16 Jehoash died and was buried in Samaria with the other kings of Israel. His son Jeroboam succeeded him. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 13:13; 2 Kings 14:23; 1 Kings 22:40

17 Amaziah, son of Joash, lived 15 years after the death of Jehoash. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 25:25; 2 Kings 13:10; 2 Kings 14:23

18 The rest of Amaziah’s deeds are also recorded in the chronicles of the kings of Judah. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 25:26; 1 Kings 14:29; 1 Kings 15:7

19 A conspiracy formed against Amaziah in Jerusalem, and he fled to Lachish. But they sent assassins after him and killed him there. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 25:27; 2 Kings 12:20; 2 Kings 21:23

20 His body was brought back on horseback and buried in Jerusalem, in the City of David. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 25:28; 2 Kings 9:28; 2 Kings 12:21

21 Then all the people of Judah made Azariah (also known as Uzziah), Amaziah’s 16-year-old son, king in his place. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 26:1; 2 Kings 15:1; 2 Kings 15:13

22 Azariah rebuilt the city of Elath and restored it to Judah after his father died. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 26:2; 1 Kings 9:26; 2 Kings 16:6

Jeroboam II Reigns Over Israel (Verses 23–29)

23 In the fifteenth year of Amaziah king of Judah, Jeroboam the son of Joash became king of Israel in Samaria. He ruled for 41 years. 

 Cross References: Hosea 1:1; 2 Kings 13:13; Amos 1:1

24 He did what was evil in the Lord’s sight. He did not turn away from the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, who had caused Israel to sin. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:28; 1 Kings 12:30; Amos 7:9

25 He restored Israel’s borders from Lebo-hamath to the Dead Sea, just as the Lord had spoken through His servant Jonah son of Amittai, the prophet from Gath-hepher. 

 Cross References: Jonah 1:1; Amos 6:14; Numbers 34:8

26 The Lord saw how bitterly Israel was suffering—there was no one to help, not even a slave or free man left. 

 Cross References: Exodus 3:7; Judges 2:18; Deuteronomy 32:36

27 Still, the Lord had not said He would blot out the name of Israel, so He used Jeroboam to rescue them. 

 Cross References: Amos 9:8; Exodus 32:32; Deuteronomy 9:14

28 The rest of Jeroboam’s acts, including his military successes and how he recovered Damascus and Hamath for Israel, are written in the chronicles of the kings of Israel. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 14:25; Amos 6:13; Amos 6:14

29 Jeroboam died and was buried with the kings of Israel. His son Zechariah became king after him. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 15:8; Hosea 1:1; 2 Kings 15:1

Key Lessons from 2 Kings Chapter 14

1.  Partial Obedience Is Not Full Faithfulness Amaziah did what was right in God’s sight—but only to a point. Like many kings before him, he failed to remove the high places, allowing compromise in worship. 2.  Personal Responsibility in Judgment Amaziah obeyed God’s law by not punishing the children of those who murdered his father— highlighting God’s justice: each person is responsible for their own actions. 3.  Pride Comes Before a Fall Amaziah’s pride after defeating Edom led him into a foolish war with Israel—and Judah suffered for it. Pride blinds even the godly to danger. 4. 

God’s Mercy Despite Rebellion Even though Israel continued in sin, God used Jeroboam II to rescue them—demonstrating God’s compassion in the midst of judgment. 5.  The Word of the Lord Stands Forever Jonah’s prophecy was fulfilled in Jeroboam II’s reign, reminding us that God keeps His promises through unexpected vessels—even flawed ones. 

2 Kings Chapter 15 — Crawford Standard Bible

Azariah (Uzziah) Reigns in Judah (Verses 1–7)

1 In the 27th year of Jeroboam king of Israel, Azariah son of Amaziah became king over Judah. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 26:1; 2 Kings 14:21; 2 Kings 15:13

2 He was 16 years old when he began to reign and ruled 52 years in Jerusalem. His mother was Jecholiah of Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 26:3; 2 Kings 14:2; Isaiah 6:1

3 He did what was right in the Lord’s eyes, just as his father Amaziah had done. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 26:4; 2 Kings 14:3; 1 Kings 15:11

4 However, the high places were not removed; the people continued sacrificing and burning incense there. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 12:3; 2 Kings 14:4; 2 Kings 15:35

5 The Lord struck the king with leprosy, and he lived in a separate house until his death. His son Jotham governed the land in his place. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 26:19; Numbers 12:10; Leviticus 13:46

6 The rest of Azariah’s deeds are recorded in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 26:22; Isaiah 1:1; 1 Kings 14:19

7 Azariah died and was buried in the City of David. His son Jotham became king after him. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 26:23; 2 Kings 15:1; 2 Chronicles 27:1

Zechariah’s Short Reign in Israel (Verses 8–12)

8 In Azariah’s 38th year as king of Judah, Zechariah son of Jeroboam became king over Israel. He ruled for six months. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 10:30; Hosea 1:4; 2 Kings 14:29

9 He did what was evil in the Lord’s sight, just like his ancestors. He didn’t turn away from the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:28; 1 Kings 12:30; 2 Kings 10:31

10 Shallum son of Jabesh conspired against him and killed him in public. Shallum then became king. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 10:30; Hosea 1:4; Amos 7:9

11 The rest of Zechariah’s actions are written in the chronicles of Israel’s kings. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 14:19; 1 Kings 15:31; 1 Kings 16:14

12 This fulfilled the Lord’s word to Jehu: “Your sons will sit on Israel’s throne to the fourth generation.” And so it happened. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 10:30; 2 Kings 15:10; Hosea 1:4

Shallum and Menahem (Verses 13–22)

13 Shallum began his rule in the 39th year of Uzziah (Azariah) king of Judah. He reigned only one month in Samaria. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 15:10; Hosea 1:1; 2 Kings 15:17

14 Menahem son of Gadi went up from Tirzah to Samaria, killed Shallum, and took the throne. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 15:16; 2 Kings 15:10; Hosea 8:4

15 The rest of Shallum’s deeds and the conspiracy he led are recorded in Israel’s chronicles. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 14:19; 1 Kings 16:20; 1 Kings 16:27

16 Menahem then attacked Tiphsah and its surrounding regions, because they refused to surrender. 

He struck the city and brutally ripped open all the pregnant women. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 8:12; Amos 1:13; Hosea 13:16

17 Menahem began to reign in the 39th year of Azariah king of Judah and ruled ten years in Samaria. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 15:19; Hosea 5:13; 2 Kings 15:20

18 He did evil in the Lord’s sight and never turned from Jeroboam’s sins. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:28; 1 Kings 12:30; Hosea 8:4

19 Pul king of Assyria invaded Israel. Menahem gave him 1,000 talents of silver to gain his support and keep his reign secure. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 5:26; Hosea 10:14; Hosea 5:13

20 Menahem collected the money by taxing Israel’s wealthy—fifty shekels of silver per man. So Pul withdrew and did not stay in the land. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 5:26; 2 Kings 23:35; Nehemiah 5:4

21 The rest of Menahem’s actions are written in the chronicles of Israel’s kings. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 14:19; 1 Kings 15:23; 1 Kings 16:5

22 When Menahem died, his son Pekahiah became king. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 15:23; 2 Kings 15:14; 1 Kings 16:28

Pekahiah and Pekah (Verses 23–31)

23 In Azariah’s 50th year, Pekahiah son of Menahem became king of Israel in Samaria. He ruled for two years. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 15:17; 2 Kings 15:22; Hosea 5:13

24 He did what was evil in the Lord’s sight, continuing in Jeroboam’s sinful path. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:28; 1 Kings 12:30; Hosea 8:4

25 His officer Pekah son of Remaliah conspired against him. With 50 Gileadite men, Pekah killed Pekahiah in the palace at Samaria and took the throne. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 15:30; 2 Kings 15:10; 2 Kings 15:14

26 The rest of Pekahiah’s deeds are recorded in the chronicles of Israel’s kings. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 14:19; 1 Kings 16:14; 1 Kings 16:20

27 In Azariah’s 52nd year, Pekah son of Remaliah began to reign over Israel and ruled 20 years. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 7:1; 2 Kings 16:5; 2 Chronicles 28:6

28 He did what was evil in the Lord’s sight and did not turn from Jeroboam’s sins. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:28; 1 Kings 12:30; Hosea 8:4

29 During Pekah’s reign, Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria invaded and captured Ijon, Abel-beth-maacah, Janoah, Kedesh, Hazor, Gilead, Galilee, and all the land of Naphtali. He carried the people away to Assyria. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 9:1; 1 Chronicles 5:26; 2 Kings 15:19

30 Hoshea son of Elah conspired against Pekah, killed him, and took the throne in Jotham’s 20th year. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 17:1; 2 Kings 15:25; Hosea 8:4

31 The rest of Pekah’s deeds are written in the book of the chronicles of Israel’s kings. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 14:19; 1 Kings 16:5; 1 Kings 16:14

Jotham Reigns in Judah (Verses 32–38)

32 In the second year of Pekah king of Israel, Jotham son of Uzziah began to reign in Judah. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 27:1; 2 Kings 15:7; 2 Kings 15:13

33 He was 25 years old and ruled for 16 years in Jerusalem. His mother was Jerusha, daughter of Zadok. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 27:1; 2 Kings 15:2; 2 Chronicles 26:3

34 He did what was right in the Lord’s sight, following his father Uzziah’s example. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 27:2; 2 Kings 15:3; 2 Chronicles 26:4

35 However, the high places were not removed, and the people continued sacrificing there. He did rebuild the Upper Gate of the Temple. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 27:3; 2 Kings 12:3; 2 Kings 15:4

36 The rest of his deeds are written in the chronicles of Judah’s kings. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 27:7; 1 Kings 14:19; 2 Chronicles 27:9

37 In those days the Lord began sending enemies against Judah: Rezin king of Syria and Pekah of Israel. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 7:1; Isaiah 7:4; 2 Chronicles 28:5

38 Jotham died and was buried with his ancestors in the City of David. His son Ahaz became king after him. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 27:9; 2 Kings 16:1; 2 Chronicles 28:1

Key Lessons from 2 Kings Chapter 15

1.  Even Good Kings Can Have Flaws Azariah (Uzziah) did what was right, but his pride and disobedience led to leprosy (see 2 Chronicles 26). Righteousness requires humility and consistency. 

2.  God Fulfills His Word The prophecy to Jehu about four generations on Israel’s throne came true exactly. God’s promises—both for blessing and judgment—stand firm. 3.  Cycles of Sin Bring Down

Nations Despite leader after leader rising in Israel, most followed the sins of Jeroboam. It led to civil unrest, assassinations, and ultimately, foreign captivity. 4.  External Threats Reflect Internal Weakness The invasions by Assyria under Pul and Tiglath-pileser show that moral decay often precedes national vulnerability. 5.  Leaders Set the Tone Judah experienced relative peace and blessing under righteous kings, while Israel suffered because its rulers consistently chose evil. 

2 Kings Chapter 16 — Crawford Standard Bible

Ahaz Becomes King of Judah (Verses 1–4)

1 In the seventeenth year of Pekah son of Remaliah, Ahaz son of Jotham became king of Judah. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 28:1; Isaiah 7:1; 2 Kings 15:38

2 He was twenty years old when he began to reign, and he ruled sixteen years in Jerusalem. But he did not do what was right in the sight of the Lord his God, as David his ancestor had. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 28:1; 1 Kings 15:3; Isaiah 7:1

3 Instead, he followed the wicked practices of the kings of Israel. He even sacrificed his own son in fire, following the detestable customs of the pagan nations that the Lord had driven out before the Israelites. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 28:3; Leviticus 18:21; Deuteronomy 18:10

4 Ahaz offered sacrifices and burned incense on the high places, on the hills, and under every green tree. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 28:4; 1 Kings 14:23; Hosea 4:13

Judah Attacked and Ahaz Turns to Assyria (Verses 5–9)

5 Then Rezin king of Syria and Pekah son of Remaliah, king of Israel, came up to fight against Jerusalem. They besieged Ahaz but were unable to defeat him. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 7:1; 2 Chronicles 28:5; Isaiah 7:6

6 At that time Rezin king of Syria recovered the city of Elath for Syria and drove out the Jews. The Syrians settled in Elath, and they remain there to this day. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 26:2; 1 Kings 9:26; 2 Kings 14:22

7 So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria, saying, “I am your servant and your son. Come up and save me from the kings of Syria and Israel who are attacking me.” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 28:16; Isaiah 7:17; Hosea 5:13

8 Ahaz took silver and gold from the Temple of the Lord and from the royal treasury and sent it as a gift to the king of Assyria. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 28:21; 1 Kings 15:18; 2 Kings 12:18

9 The king of Assyria responded by marching against Damascus. He captured it, took its people away to Kir, and killed Rezin. 

 Cross References: Amos 1:5; Isaiah 8:4; Isaiah 7:8

Ahaz Copies a Pagan Altar (Verses 10–16)

10 King Ahaz went to Damascus to meet Tiglath-pileser. While there, he saw a pagan altar. He sent a detailed sketch and description of its design to Urijah the priest. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 28:23; Exodus 25:40; 2 Kings 16:16

11 Urijah built the altar just as Ahaz had described, and it was ready by the time the king returned. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 16:10; Exodus 25:40; 1 Kings 12:32

12 When Ahaz returned from Damascus, he approached the new altar and offered sacrifices on it. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 17:8; 1 Kings 12:32; 2 Chronicles 28:23

13 He presented his burnt offerings, grain offerings, and drink offerings, and sprinkled the blood of his peace offerings on this new altar. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 1:9; Leviticus 3:1; Numbers 15:5

14 He then moved the bronze altar, which stood before the Lord, from its position in front of the Temple and placed it on the north side of the new altar. 

 Cross References: Exodus 27:1; 1 Kings 8:64; 2 Chronicles 4:1

15 King Ahaz commanded Urijah, “Use the great new altar for the morning and evening offerings, the king’s offerings, and the offerings of the people. Sprinkle all the blood on it. The bronze altar will be used only for me to seek guidance.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 29:38; Numbers 28:3; Malachi 2:7

16 So Urijah did everything as the king instructed. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 16:11; Proverbs 29:12; 1 Kings 12:28

Ahaz Defiles the Temple (Verses 17–20)

17 King Ahaz then dismantled the bronze bases and removed the washbasin from them. He also removed the bronze Sea from the oxen that held it and placed it directly on a stone foundation. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 7:27; 1 Kings 7:23; Jeremiah 52:17

18 He even took away the covered walkway used on the Sabbath and closed off the royal entrance to the Temple to appease the king of Assyria. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 28:24; Ezekiel 44:1; Nehemiah 13:22

19 The rest of Ahaz’s actions are recorded in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 28:26; 2 Kings 15:36; 1 Kings 14:29

20 When Ahaz died, he was buried with his ancestors in the City of David. His son Hezekiah became king after him. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 28:27; 2 Kings 18:1; Isaiah 14:28

Key Lessons from 2 Kings Chapter 16

1.  Rejecting God Leads to Desperation Instead of trusting in the Lord during times of war, King Ahaz turned to a foreign power (Assyria) and sacrificed sacred treasures to gain their favor. Relying on man over God brings long-term ruin. 2.  Pagan Influence Corrupts Worship Ahaz saw a pagan altar in Damascus and brought its design back to Jerusalem, replacing true worship with imitation. 

Compromising God’s standards to copy the world leads to defiled worship. 3.  God’s Temple Must Not Be Defiled Ahaz reordered, repurposed, and removed sacred furnishings from the Temple—all to please a foreign king. Holy things should be treated with reverence, not rearranged to suit politics or trends. 4.  Even Evil Kings Shape a Nation Ahaz's reign was marked by idolatry, human sacrifice, and political compromise. His choices brought spiritual and national decline. Leaders have far-reaching influence—for good or for evil. 5.  Hope Rises in the Next Generation Though Ahaz was wicked, his son Hezekiah would bring revival and reform. God’s mercy often shines brightest after the darkest reigns. 

2 Kings Chapter 17 — Crawford Standard Bible

Hoshea Reigns Over Israel and Rebels Against Assyria (Verses 1–6) 1 In the twelfth year of King Ahaz of Judah, Hoshea son of Elah began to reign in Samaria over Israel. He ruled for nine years. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 15:30; 2 Kings 18:9; Hosea 10:7

2 He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, though not as badly as the kings of Israel who came before him. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 3:2; 2 Kings 10:31; Hosea 13:11

3 King Shalmaneser of Assyria marched against Hoshea. Hoshea became his vassal and paid him tribute. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 15:19; 2 Kings 18:9; Hosea 10:14

4 But the king of Assyria discovered Hoshea’s conspiracy, for Hoshea had sent envoys to So king of Egypt and stopped paying his annual tribute to Assyria. So the Assyrian king arrested him and threw him in prison. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 30:1; Hosea 7:11; Ezekiel 17:15

5 Then the king of Assyria invaded all of Israel and laid siege to Samaria for three years. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 18:9; Micah 1:6; Hosea 13:16

6 In the ninth year of Hoshea’s reign, the Assyrians captured Samaria. They deported the people of Israel to Assyria and resettled them in Halah, Habor, near the Gozan River, and in the cities of the

Medes. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 18:11; 1 Chronicles 5:26; Amos 5:27

Why Israel Was Exiled (Verses 7–23)

7 This happened because the people of Israel had sinned against the Lord their God, who brought them out of slavery in Egypt. They began to worship other gods Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:12; Judges 2:12; Exodus 20:2

8 and followed the customs of the pagan nations the Lord had driven out, as well as the practices established by the kings of Israel. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:3; Leviticus 20:23; Deuteronomy 12:30

9 The Israelites secretly committed sins against the Lord their God. They built high places in all their towns, from watchtower to fortified city. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:2; 1 Kings 14:23; Jeremiah 3:6

10 They set up pagan images and Asherah poles on every high hill and under every green tree. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:2; 1 Kings 14:23; Isaiah 57:5

11 There they burned incense like the nations the Lord had destroyed. They did evil to provoke the Lord to anger. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:16; Psalm 78:58; Ezekiel 6:13

12 They worshiped idols, though the Lord had commanded, “You must not do this. ” 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:3; Exodus 20:4; 1 John 5:21

13 Yet the Lord sent His prophets and seers again and again, warning them, “Turn from your evil ways. Obey My commandments and statutes—the laws I gave your ancestors through My servants the prophets.” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 36:15; Jeremiah 25:4; Zechariah 1:4

14 But the people would not listen. They were stubborn as their ancestors who refused to believe in the Lord. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 31:27; Nehemiah 9:16; Jeremiah 7:26

15 They rejected God’s laws and covenant, and followed worthless idols, becoming worthless themselves. They imitated the surrounding nations, even though the Lord had warned them not to. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 2:5; Psalm 106:35; Deuteronomy 29:25

16 They abandoned all the commands of the Lord. They made two golden calves, set up an Asherah pole, worshiped the stars, and served Baal. 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:4; 1 Kings 12:28; Deuteronomy 4:19

17 They sacrificed their sons and daughters in fire, practiced divination, and sold themselves to do evil. They provoked the Lord’s fierce anger. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 18:10; Leviticus 20:2; 2 Chronicles 33:6

18 So the Lord became very angry with Israel and removed them from His presence. Only the tribe of Judah remained. 

 Cross References: Hosea 9:17; 2 Kings 23:27; Deuteronomy 29:28

19 But even Judah did not obey the commandments of the Lord. They followed the same evil practices that Israel had introduced. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 3:8; Ezekiel 23:11; 2 Chronicles 36:14

20 So the Lord rejected all of Israel’s descendants, allowing them to be plundered and eventually exiled. 

 Cross References: Judges 2:14; Psalm 106:40; Amos 3:2

21 From the time the kingdom split and Jeroboam was made king, Israel was led into sin and never turned back. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:16; 1 Kings 12:28; 1 Kings 12:20

22 They continued walking in Jeroboam’s sins, and

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:30; 1 Kings 15:26; 1 Kings 15:34

23 the Lord finally cast them out, just as He had warned through His prophets. Israel was exiled to Assyria, where they remain to this day. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 25:9; Amos 5:27; Hosea 9:3

Foreigners Resettle in Samaria (Verses 24–33)

24 The king of Assyria brought people from Babylon, Cuthah, Ava, Hamath, and Sepharvaim, and settled them in the cities of Samaria in place of the exiled Israelites. 

 Cross References: Ezra 4:2; Ezra 4:10; John 4:9

25 When they first lived there, they did not honor the Lord. So He sent lions among them, which killed some of them. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:22; Numbers 21:6; 2 Kings 2:24

26 The settlers sent word to the king of Assyria: “The people you resettled don’t know how to worship the God of this land. That’s why He sent lions to attack us.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 6:2; Deuteronomy 4:6; 2 Kings 17:41

27 So the king ordered: “Send back one of the Israelite priests we took captive. Let him live there and teach them how to honor the God of the land.” 

 Cross References: Ezra 7:25; Malachi 2:7; Deuteronomy 33:10

28 So a priest returned and settled in Bethel, teaching the new inhabitants how to worship the Lord. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:29; Amos 7:13; Genesis 28:19

29 However, each nation still made its own gods and placed them in the high places the Samaritans had made. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 17:41; 1 Kings 12:31; Ezekiel 20:32

30 The Babylonians worshiped Succoth-benoth, the men of Cuth worshiped Nergal, the people of Hamath worshiped Ashima, 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 17:31; Jeremiah 50:2; Isaiah 46:1

31 and the Avites worshiped Nibhaz and Tartak. The Sepharvites burned their children in fire as sacrifices to Adrammelech and Anammelech. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:21; 2 Kings 23:10; Jeremiah 32:35

32 So they worshiped the Lord, but also appointed their own low-born priests to offer sacrifices at the high places. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:31; 1 Kings 13:33; 2 Chronicles 13:9

33 They feared the Lord, but also served their own gods, just as they had before being resettled. 

 Cross References: Zephaniah 1:5; Matthew 6:24; 1 Kings 18:21

Mixed Worship Continues (Verses 34–41)

34 To this day, these people continue their former practices. They neither truly fear the Lord nor obey His statutes, decrees, and commands given to Jacob—whom He named Israel. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 17:41; John 4:20; John 4:22

35 The Lord had made a covenant with them, saying: “You must not fear or serve other gods. 

 Cross References: Exodus 23:32; Judges 6:10; Exodus 20:5

36 I, the Lord, who brought you out of Egypt with great power and an outstretched arm—worship Me only. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:2; Deuteronomy 6:13; Deuteronomy 10:20

37 Obey the laws I wrote for you. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 5:1; Deuteronomy 6:1; Psalm 78:5

38 Don’t forget the covenant I made with you. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:23; Psalm 105:8; Jeremiah 11:10

39 Fear Me, the Lord your God, and I will deliver you from your enemies.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 13:4; Psalm 91:15; 1 Samuel 12:24

40 But they did not listen. They continued practicing their old religions. 

 Cross References: Judges 2:17; Jeremiah 7:24; Ezekiel 20:39

41 So the new settlers feared the Lord, but also served their idols—and so did their descendants, even to this day. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 17:33; John 4:9; Ezra 4:2

Key Lessons from 2 Kings Chapter 17

1.  God is Patient, But Judgment Comes Despite generations of rebellion, God sent prophets warning Israel to repent. When they refused, judgment finally came through exile. 2.  Idolatry Brings National Ruin Worshiping other gods led Israel to moral decay and divine judgment. No nation can defy God's commandments and stand secure. 3.  Superficial Worship Is Not Enough The resettled nations “feared the Lord” outwardly, but continued to serve false gods. God desires wholehearted devotion, not a blend of truth and lies. 4.  God's Covenant Must Be Honored Israel broke the covenant repeatedly, ignoring both law and grace. God keeps His promises, but also His warnings. 5. 

Faith Cannot Be Compromised God is not one of many; He is the only One. Divided worship is ultimately disobedience. 

2 Kings Chapter 18 — Crawford Standard Bible

Hezekiah Reigns with Righteousness and Trust in God

Hezekiah’s Righteous Reign Begins (Verses 1–8)

1 In the third year of Hoshea son of Elah, king of Israel, Hezekiah son of Ahaz began to reign in Judah. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 29:1; Isaiah 36:1; 2 Kings 16:20

2 He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Abi, daughter of Zechariah. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 29:1; Isaiah 1:1; 2 Chronicles 29:2

3 He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, just as his ancestor David had done. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 29:2; 1 Kings 15:11; 2 Kings 22:2

4 He removed the high places, smashed the sacred pillars, cut down the Asherah poles, and broke into pieces the bronze serpent that Moses had made, because the Israelites had been burning incense to it. He called it Nehushtan ("a piece of bronze"). 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:9; John 3:14; 2 Chronicles 31:1

5 Hezekiah trusted in the Lord, the God of Israel. There was no king like him among all the kings of Judah, either before or after. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 32:8; Psalm 118:8; Jeremiah 17:7

6 He remained faithful to the Lord and did not turn from Him. He obeyed the commands the Lord had given Moses. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 10:20; Joshua 23:8; Deuteronomy 11:22

7 The Lord was with him, and he was successful in everything he did. He even rebelled against the king of Assyria and refused to serve him. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 32:23; Genesis 39:2; 2 Kings 17:4

8 He conquered the Philistines, all the way to Gaza, from watchtower outposts to fortified cities. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 28:18; 1 Samuel 6:17; Isaiah 14:29

Assyria Captures Samaria and Deports Israel (Verses 9–12)

9 In the fourth year of Hezekiah’s reign (which was the seventh year of Hoshea king of Israel), Shalmaneser king of Assyria came to attack Samaria and laid siege to it. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 17:5; Hosea 13:16; 2 Kings 17:3

10 After three years, in Hezekiah’s sixth year and Hoshea’s ninth, Samaria fell. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 17:6; Hosea 10:7; Micah 1:6

11 The king of Assyria deported the Israelites to Assyria and settled them in Halah, Habor by the Gozan River, and in cities of the Medes. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 17:6; 1 Chronicles 5:26; Deuteronomy 28:36

12 This happened because they disobeyed the Lord, violated His covenant, and refused to listen or obey His laws given through Moses. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 17:7; Deuteronomy 28:15; Jeremiah 44:23

Sennacherib Invades Judah and Threatens Jerusalem (Verses 13–16) 13 In Hezekiah’s fourteenth year, Sennacherib king of Assyria attacked all the fortified cities of Judah and captured them. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 36:1; 2 Chronicles 32:1; Isaiah 10:28

14 Hezekiah sent a message to the king of Assyria at Lachish, saying, “I have done wrong. 

Withdraw from me, and I will pay whatever you demand.” So the king of Assyria demanded 300

talents of silver and 30 talents of gold. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 32:1; Isaiah 33:1; 2 Kings 16:8

15 Hezekiah gave him all the silver found in the temple of the Lord and in the royal treasuries. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 16:2; 1 Kings 15:18; 2 Chronicles 32:1

16 He even stripped the gold from the doors and pillars of the temple that he had overlaid and gave it to the king of Assyria. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 15:18; 2 Kings 12:18; 2 Chronicles 28:21

Assyrian Threats and Blasphemy (Verses 17–37)

17 Then the king of Assyria sent three officials—Tartan, Rabsaris, and Rabshakeh—with a large army from Lachish to King Hezekiah in Jerusalem. They came and stood by the aqueduct of the upper pool, along the road to the Fuller’s Field. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 36:2; Isaiah 7:3; 2 Chronicles 32:9

18 They called for the king, and Eliakim son of Hilkiah, who was in charge of the palace, along with Shebna the scribe and Joah son of Asaph the recorder, came out to meet them. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 36:3; Isaiah 22:20; Isaiah 22:15

19 Rabshakeh said to them, “Give this message to Hezekiah: ‘This is what the great king, the king of Assyria, says: What are you trusting in? 

 Cross References: Isaiah 36:4; Isaiah 10:8; Psalm 20:7

20 You speak of having plans and strength for war, but they are just empty words. Who are you relying on, that you dare rebel against me? 

 Cross References: Isaiah 36:5; Isaiah 30:1; Proverbs 21:30

21 If it’s Egypt, you’re trusting a broken reed—it’ll pierce your hand if you lean on it. That’s exactly what Pharaoh does to everyone who trusts in him. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 36:6; Ezekiel 29:6; Isaiah 30:3

22 If you say, "We trust in the Lord our God," isn’t that the one whose high places and altars Hezekiah removed? Didn’t he say you had to worship only at this altar in Jerusalem?’” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 36:7; 2 Chronicles 32:12; 2 Kings 18:4

23 “Now make a deal with my master, the king of Assyria. I’ll give you 2,000 horses, if you can even find riders for them! 

 Cross References: Isaiah 36:8; Isaiah 31:1; Judges 5:22

24 How can you defeat even one of my master’s junior officers when you’re depending on Egypt for chariots and horsemen? 

 Cross References: Isaiah 36:9; Isaiah 31:1; Isaiah 30:16

25 Do you think I came up here without the Lord? The Lord Himself told me, ‘Go up and destroy this land.’” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 36:10; Isaiah 10:5; Isaiah 45:1

26 Then Eliakim, Shebna, and Joah said to Rabshakeh, “Please speak to us in Aramaic, not in Hebrew. We understand it. Don’t speak in Hebrew so the people on the wall can hear.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 36:11; Isaiah 33:19; Nehemiah 13:24

27 But Rabshakeh replied, “My orders are for everyone—your king, your leaders, and the people who will be eating their own dung and drinking their own urine when the siege comes.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 36:12; Deuteronomy 28:53; Lamentations 4:10

28 Then Rabshakeh stood up and shouted in Hebrew to the people on the wall: “Listen to the great king, the king of Assyria! 

 Cross References: Isaiah 36:13; 2 Chronicles 32:18; Nehemiah 13:24

29 Don’t let Hezekiah deceive you! He can’t save you! 

 Cross References: Isaiah 36:14; 2 Chronicles 32:15; Jeremiah 37:9

30 Don’t let him make you trust in the Lord, saying, ‘The Lord will rescue us.’ This city will not escape his hand. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 36:15; 2 Chronicles 32:11; 2 Chronicles 32:15

31 Don’t listen to Hezekiah! Make peace with me and come out. Then each of you can eat from your own vine and fig tree and drink from your own well—

 Cross References: Isaiah 36:16; Micah 4:4; 1 Kings 4:25

32 until I come to take you to a land just like yours: a land of grain, wine, bread, vineyards, olives, and honey. You’ll live, not die! Don’t let Hezekiah mislead you with promises of the Lord’s deliverance.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 36:17; Deuteronomy 8:7; Exodus 3:8

33 “Have any of the gods of other nations ever rescued them from the king of Assyria? 

 Cross References: Isaiah 36:18; Isaiah 10:10; 2 Chronicles 32:13

34 Where are the gods of Hamath, Arpad, Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah? Did they rescue Samaria? 

 Cross References: Isaiah 36:19; Isaiah 10:9; 2 Chronicles 32:19

35 What god has ever saved his land from my hand? Do you think the Lord can rescue Jerusalem?” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 36:20; 2 Chronicles 32:14; Exodus 5:2

36 But the people remained silent and didn’t answer a word, for the king had commanded, “Do not answer him. ” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 36:21; Proverbs 26:4; Amos 5:13

37 Then Eliakim, Shebna, and Joah returned to Hezekiah with torn clothes and told him everything Rabshakeh had said. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 36:22; Genesis 37:34; Joel 2:13

Key Lessons from 2 Kings Chapter 18

1.  True Leadership Requires Godly Trust Hezekiah didn’t just do what was right—he trusted deeply in the Lord. Real leadership is anchored in unwavering faith, not politics or military might. 2. 

Idols Must Be Torn Down Hezekiah didn’t just start fresh—he destroyed false religion, even relics like the bronze serpent that had become idols. Revival begins with radical obedience. 3.  God’s Presence Brings Victory Because Hezekiah clung to the Lord, the Lord was with him and made

him prosper. God honors loyalty with His favor. 4.  The Enemy Will Try to Intimidate You Assyria used fear, lies, and confusion to shake Judah’s confidence. Satan does the same today

—questioning our trust in God and offering false promises. 5.  God is Greater than the Strongest Enemy Though Rabshakeh mocked the Lord, God's power would soon be revealed. Never underestimate what God can do, no matter how loud the enemy shouts. 

2 Kings Chapter 19 — Crawford Standard Bible

The Lord Delivers Jerusalem

Hezekiah Seeks God’s Help (Verses 1–7)

1 When King Hezekiah heard what had been said, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth, and went into the Temple of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:1; Joel 1:13; Jonah 3:6

2 He sent Eliakim (the palace administrator), Shebna the scribe, and the senior priests—also wearing sackcloth—to the prophet Isaiah son of Amoz. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:2; Isaiah 1:1; Jeremiah 21:1

3 They said to him, “This is what Hezekiah says:  Today is a day of trouble, rebuke, and disgrace. It’s like a woman trying to give birth, but there’s no strength left to deliver the child. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:3; Hosea 13:13; Isaiah 26:17

4 Perhaps the Lord your God has heard all the blasphemous words of Rabshakeh, whom the king of Assyria sent to insult the living God. Maybe He will punish him for what He’s heard. So please pray for the few of us who are left.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:4; Isaiah 10:20; Romans 9:27

5 When Hezekiah’s officials arrived, 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:5; 2 Chronicles 32:20; Jeremiah 37:3

6 Isaiah told them, “Give this message to your master:  This is what the Lord says—Do not be afraid of the words you’ve heard, the insults the Assyrian king’s servants have spoken against Me. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:6; Deuteronomy 31:6; Isaiah 41:10

7 I will make him return to his own country after hearing a rumor, and there he will be killed with a sword.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:7; 2 Chronicles 32:21; Isaiah 10:16

Assyria Tries Again to Intimidate Hezekiah (Verses 8–13)

8 Rabshakeh returned to his king and found him fighting against Libnah, because he had left Lachish. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:8; 2 Chronicles 32:9; Micah 1:13

9 Then he heard that Tirhakah, king of Ethiopia, was marching out to fight him. So he sent messengers back to Hezekiah with this message:

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:9; Nahum 3:9; Isaiah 20:5

10 “Tell Hezekiah king of Judah:  Don’t let the God you trust fool you into thinking Jerusalem won’t fall to the king of Assyria. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:10; 2 Chronicles 32:15; 2 Kings 18:29

11 You’ve heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all the nations—completely destroying them. Do you think you’ll escape? 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:11; 2 Chronicles 32:13; 2 Kings 18:33

12 Were the gods of Gozan, Haran, Rezeph, and the people of Eden in Thelasar able to rescue them? 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 17:6; Isaiah 37:12; Ezekiel 27:23

13 What happened to the kings of Hamath, Arpad, Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah?” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:13; 2 Kings 18:34; Isaiah 10:9

Hezekiah’s Prayer (Verses 14–19)

14 Hezekiah received the letter from the messengers, read it, and went up to the Temple. He spread the letter out before the Lord

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:14; 2 Chronicles 32:20; Psalm 62:8

15 and prayed: “O Lord, God of Israel, You sit enthroned between the cherubim. You alone are God of all the kingdoms of the earth. You made heaven and earth. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:15; Psalm 80:1; 1 Samuel 4:4

16 Lord, bend down and listen! Open Your eyes and see! Listen to how Sennacherib has insulted the living God. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:17; Psalm 17:6; Daniel 9:18

17 It’s true, Lord, that the kings of Assyria have destroyed many nations. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:18; Nahum 3:1; Isaiah 10:13

18 They have thrown their gods into the fire, but they were not gods at all—just man-made statues of wood and stone. That’s why they were destroyed. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:19; Psalm 115:4; Isaiah 44:9

19 Now, Lord our God, rescue us from his power so that all the kingdoms of the earth will know that You alone are the Lord. ” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:20; Psalm 83:18; Ezekiel 38:23

God Responds Through Isaiah (Verses 20–34)

20 Then Isaiah sent a message to Hezekiah: “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says:  I have heard your prayer about Sennacherib king of Assyria. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:21; Psalm 65:2; 2 Chronicles 32:20

21 Here’s what the Lord has spoken against him: ‘The virgin daughter of Zion laughs at you. 

Jerusalem shakes her head in scorn. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:22; Lamentations 2:15; Isaiah 1:8

22 Who have you insulted and blasphemed? You’ve lifted your voice against the Holy One of Israel! 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:23; Isaiah 1:4; Psalm 74:18

23 You sent messengers to mock Me, boasting, “I came with my chariots to the mountaintops of Lebanon. I cut down the best cedar and cypress trees. I entered the deepest forests. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:24; Isaiah 10:33; Isaiah 14:13

24 I dug wells and drank foreign waters. I dried up all Egypt’s rivers with the soles of my feet!” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:25; Isaiah 19:6; Isaiah 10:8

25 But haven’t you heard? I planned all this long ago. Now I’ve brought it to pass. You were meant to destroy fortified cities into ruins. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:26; Isaiah 46:10; Isaiah 10:5

26 That’s why their people had no strength. They were like plants in the field— like green shoots, scorched before they grew up. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:27; Psalm 103:15; Isaiah 40:6

27 I know where you live, when you come and go, and how you rage against Me. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:28; Psalm 139:2; Psalm 121:8

28 Because of your rage and arrogance, I will put My hook in your nose and My bridle in your mouth, and I will make you go back the same way you came.’

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:29; Isaiah 30:28; Ezekiel 38:4

29 “Here’s a sign for you, Hezekiah: This year you’ll eat what grows by itself. Next year, you’ll eat what grows from that. But in the third year, you’ll plant and harvest, plant vineyards, and eat their fruit. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:30; Leviticus 25:5; Exodus 3:12

30 And the remnant of Judah will take root below and bear fruit above. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:31; Isaiah 27:6; Romans 11:5

31 For a remnant will go out from Jerusalem, and survivors from Mount Zion. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:32; Romans 9:27; Isaiah 9:7

32 “This is what the Lord says about the king of Assyria:  He will not enter this city,   shoot an arrow, march with a shield,   or build siege ramps against it. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:33; Psalm 46:5; Isaiah 31:8

33 He will return the way he came. He will not enter this city. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:34; Psalm 33:10; 2 Chronicles 32:21

34 I will defend and save this city for My own sake and for My servant David’s sake. ” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:35; Isaiah 31:5; 2 Samuel 7:16

The Lord Destroys the Assyrian Army (Verses 35–37)

35 That night, the angel of the Lord went out and killed 185,000 Assyrian soldiers in their camp. 

When the people got up the next morning, they saw the bodies—all of them dead. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:36; 2 Chronicles 32:21; Exodus 12:29

36 So Sennacherib king of Assyria broke camp and returned to Nineveh. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:37; Jonah 1:2; Nahum 1:1

37 One day, while he was worshiping in the temple of his god Nisroch, his sons Adrammelech and Sharezer assassinated him with the sword. They escaped to the land of Armenia, and Esarhaddon his son became king in his place. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:38; 2 Chronicles 32:21; Nahum 1:14

Key Lessons from 2 Kings Chapter 19

1.  God Listens to the Humble and the Faithful Hezekiah’s deep humility and prayer moved God to act. When we feel helpless, the best thing we can do is fall on our knees and seek the Lord. 2.  The Enemy’s Threats Are Not Greater Than God’s Promises Assyria came with intimidation and blasphemy, but God responded with a mighty word. Never let fear override your faith in God's power to deliver. 3.  God is Jealous for His Name The Lord defended Jerusalem not because of their strength, but for the honor of His own name and the promise He made to David. 4.  Divine Deliverance Comes in God’s Timing God gave a three-year sign for recovery. Sometimes He saves immediately, sometimes He works through process—but His victory is certain. 5.  The Weapons of God Are Supernatural In one night, one angel destroyed 185,000 enemy troops. No enemy is ever too strong for God’s hand. 

2 Kings Chapter 20 — Crawford Standard Bible

Hezekiah's Illness, Recovery, and Babylonian Visitors

Hezekiah’s Sickness and Prayer (Verses 1–3)

1 Around that time, Hezekiah became critically ill. The prophet Isaiah son of Amoz came to him and said, “This is what the Lord says:  Set your affairs in order, because you are going to die. You will not recover. ” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 38:1; 2 Chronicles 32:24; Job 30:23

2 Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall and prayed to the Lord, Cross References: Isaiah 38:2; 1 Kings 8:38; James 5:13

3 saying, “O Lord, I beg You, remember how I’ve walked before You in truth and with a loyal heart, and how I’ve done what is good in Your sight.” And Hezekiah wept bitterly. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 38:3; Nehemiah 13:14; Psalm 56:8

God Heals Hezekiah and Extends His Life (Verses 4–7)

4 Before Isaiah had left the middle courtyard, the word of the Lord came to him: Cross References: Isaiah 38:4; 1 Kings 17:2; 2 Samuel 7:4

5 “Go back and tell Hezekiah, the leader of My people,  This is what the Lord, the God of your ancestor David, says: I have heard your prayer and seen your tears. Look, I will heal you. In three days, you will go up to the Temple of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 38:5; Exodus 3:7; Psalm 6:8

6 I will add fifteen years to your life. I will also rescue you and this city from the king of Assyria. I will defend this city for My sake and for My servant David’s sake.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 38:6; 2 Kings 19:34; 2 Samuel 7:12

7 Then Isaiah said, “Make a poultice of figs.” So they took it and applied it to the infected boil, and Hezekiah recovered. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 38:21; James 5:15; Exodus 15:25

The Miraculous Sign of the Shadow (Verses 8–11)

8 Hezekiah asked Isaiah, “What sign will the Lord give to prove that I’ll go up to His house on the third day?” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 38:22; Judges 6:17; Exodus 4:8

9 Isaiah replied, “Here’s your sign from the Lord that He will do what He promised:  Should the shadow on the sundial move forward ten steps, or backward ten steps? ” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 38:7; Judges 6:37; Joshua 10:12

10 Hezekiah answered, “It’s easy for the shadow to go forward. Instead, let it go back ten steps.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 38:8; Joshua 10:13; Habakkuk 3:11

11 So Isaiah prayed, and the Lord made the shadow on the sundial of Ahaz move backward ten steps. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 38:8; Joshua 10:12; 2 Chronicles 32:31

Hezekiah’s Pride Before Babylon (Verses 12–15)

12 At that time Berodach-baladan, son of Baladan and king of Babylon, sent letters and a gift to Hezekiah, because he had heard that he had been sick. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 39:1; 2 Chronicles 32:31; Micah 4:10

13 Hezekiah welcomed the envoys and showed them everything in his treasure houses—the silver, the gold, the spices, the fine oil, his armory—everything in his palace. There was nothing in his kingdom that he didn’t show them. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 39:2; 2 Chronicles 32:25; Proverbs 16:18

14 Then Isaiah the prophet came to King Hezekiah and asked, “What did those men say, and where did they come from?” Hezekiah answered, “They came from a distant land—Babylon.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 39:3; 2 Chronicles 32:31; Genesis 42:7

15 “What did they see in your palace?” Isaiah asked. “They saw everything,” Hezekiah replied. 

“There is nothing among my treasures that I didn’t show them.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 39:4; 2 Chronicles 32:27; Deuteronomy 8:17

Prophecy of Babylonian Captivity (Verses 16–19)

16 Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Listen to the word of the Lord: Cross References: Isaiah 39:5; Jeremiah 21:11; 1 Kings 22:19

17  The day is coming when everything in your palace—and all that your ancestors have stored up—

 will be carried off to Babylon. Nothing will be left,  says the Lord. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 39:6; 2 Kings 24:13; 2 Chronicles 36:18

18  And some of your very own sons, your descendants, will be taken away. They will become eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon. ” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 39:7; Daniel 1:3; Daniel 1:7

19 Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “This message from the Lord is good.” Then he added, “At least there will be peace and truth during my lifetime.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 39:8; 1 Samuel 3:18; Job 1:21

Summary of Hezekiah’s Reign (Verses 20–21)

20 The rest of Hezekiah’s deeds—his strength and how he built a pool and tunnel to bring water into the city—are recorded in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 32:30; 2 Chronicles 32:27; Isaiah 22:11

21 Hezekiah died, and his son Manasseh became king after him. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 32:33; 2 Kings 21:1; 2 Chronicles 33:1

Key Lessons from 2 Kings Chapter 20

1.  God Listens to Honest Prayer Hezekiah’s heartfelt plea and tears moved the heart of God. Our sincere prayers still reach the throne of grace. 2.  God is Merciful, but His Mercy Comes with Responsibility Hezekiah received 15 more years of life. But those years included choices that would impact future generations. Time is a gift meant to be used wisely. 3.  Signs Confirm God’s Word, but Faith Pleases Him Most The miraculous reversal of the shadow was an incredible sign—but Hezekiah’s trust in God’s promise was what truly mattered. 4.  Spiritual Pride Can Lead to Future Ruin Hezekiah showed off his wealth to Babylon out of pride or flattery. His actions opened the door to Babylonian interest, which would eventually lead to Judah’s downfall. 5.  Short-Term Thinking is Not Kingdom Thinking Hezekiah was content with peace during his lifetime, even knowing judgment would fall on his children. God's people must think generationally. 6.  Legacy is More Than Projects—It’s About Faithfulness Hezekiah built great things, but his spiritual choices also shaped his legacy. What we pass on spiritually matters more than what we construct materially. 

2 Kings Chapter 21 — Crawford Standard Bible

Manasseh and Amon: Kings Who Led Judah into Darkness

The Reign of Manasseh (Verses 1–9)

1 Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he ruled in Jerusalem for fifty-five years. His mother’s name was Hephzibah. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 33:1; 2 Kings 20:21; Isaiah 62:4

2 He did what was evil in the eyes of the Lord, following the detestable practices of the nations that the Lord had driven out before the people of Israel. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 33:2; Leviticus 18:24; Deuteronomy 18:9

3 He rebuilt the pagan high places that his father Hezekiah had destroyed. He built altars to Baal and made an Asherah pole, just like King Ahab of Israel had done. He also bowed down to all the stars in the sky and worshiped them. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 33:3; 1 Kings 16:32; 2 Kings 18:4

4 He even built altars in the Temple of the Lord, the place the Lord had said, “In Jerusalem I will put My name.” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 33:4; 1 Kings 8:29; Deuteronomy 12:11

5 In both courtyards of the Lord’s Temple, he built altars to all the stars in the sky. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 33:5; Zephaniah 1:5; Jeremiah 19:13

6 He sacrificed his own son in the fire, practiced fortune-telling and witchcraft, and consulted with mediums and spiritists. Manasseh did great evil in the sight of the Lord, provoking Him to anger. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 33:6; Leviticus 18:21; Deuteronomy 18:10

7 He even placed a carved idol—an Asherah image—that he had made in the Temple, the very place the Lord had spoken of to David and Solomon, saying: “I will put My name in this Temple and in

Jerusalem, the city I have chosen from all the tribes of Israel.” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 33:7; 2 Samuel 7:13; 1 Kings 9:3

8 “If My people will obey all My commands, the entire law I gave through My servant Moses, I will never again make them leave the land I gave their ancestors.” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 33:8; Deuteronomy 28:15; Joshua 23:15

9 But the people refused to listen. Manasseh led them to do more evil than the nations the Lord had destroyed before Israel. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 33:9; Deuteronomy 9:4; 2 Kings 17:11

God’s Judgment Announced (Verses 10–16)

10 Then the Lord spoke through His servants the prophets, saying, Cross References: 2 Chronicles 33:10; Jeremiah 15:4; Amos 3:7

11 “Manasseh king of Judah has committed detestable sins, more evil than even the Amorites who lived here before Israel. He has caused Judah to sin with his idols. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 15:4; 1 Kings 21:26; 2 Kings 21:2

12 So this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says:  I will bring such disaster on Jerusalem and Judah that everyone who hears about it will be shocked and horrified. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 19:3; 1 Samuel 3:11; Habakkuk 1:5

13 I will judge Jerusalem with the same standard I used for Samaria and the house of Ahab. I will wipe Jerusalem like someone wipes a dirty dish—wiping it and turning it upside down. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 34:11; Amos 7:8; Lamentations 2:8

14 I will abandon the remnant of My inheritance and hand them over to their enemies. They will be plundered and taken as spoils by all their enemies, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 31:17; Judges 2:14; Psalm 106:41

15 because they have done what is evil in My sight and have provoked My anger from the day their ancestors came out of Egypt until now.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 9:7; Judges 2:11; Jeremiah 7:25

16 Manasseh also shed so much innocent blood that he filled Jerusalem from one end to the other—

besides the sin he caused Judah to commit by doing what was evil in the Lord’s sight. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 24:4; Jeremiah 2:34; Matthew 23:35

The Death of Manasseh (Verses 17–18)

17 The rest of the events of Manasseh’s reign, all he did, and the sins he committed, are recorded in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 33:18; 2 Chronicles 33:12; 2 Chronicles 33:13

18 Manasseh died and was buried in the garden of his own palace, the Garden of Uzza. His son Amon succeeded him as king. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 33:20; 2 Kings 21:26; 1 Kings 2:10

The Reign and Assassination of Amon (Verses 19–26)

19 Amon was twenty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem for two years. 

His mother’s name was Meshullemeth, the daughter of Haruz from Jotbah. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 33:21; 2 Kings 21:1; 2 Kings 20:21

20 He did what was evil in the Lord’s sight, just as his father Manasseh had done. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 33:22; 2 Kings 21:2; 1 Kings 15:26

21 He followed the example of his father and worshiped the idols his father had worshiped. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 33:22; 2 Kings 21:11; 1 Kings 22:52

22 He abandoned the Lord, the God of his ancestors, and refused to follow the Lord’s ways. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 33:23; Judges 2:12; Jeremiah 2:13

23 Then Amon’s own officials plotted against him and assassinated him in his palace. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 33:24; 2 Kings 12:20; 2 Kings 14:19

24 But the people of the land killed the conspirators and made Amon’s son Josiah king in his place. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 33:25; 2 Kings 14:21; 2 Kings 11:1

25 The rest of Amon’s actions are recorded in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 14:29; 2 Kings 20:20; 2 Chronicles 33:23

26 He was buried in his tomb in the Garden of Uzza. Then Josiah his son became king. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 21:18; 2 Chronicles 33:25; 2 Kings 22:1

Key Lessons from 2 Kings Chapter 21

1.  Spiritual Leadership Shapes a Nation Manasseh’s wicked leadership led Judah into greater idolatry than the pagan nations God once destroyed. Leaders influence destinies. 2.  Disregard for God's Word Leads to Judgment God warned repeatedly through prophets, but Judah ignored His commands. Persistent sin brought irreversible consequences. 3.  Idolatry Invites God’s Wrath Manasseh built altars in God's house, worshiped the stars, consulted demons, and sacrificed his child. 

These extreme sins stirred divine anger. 4.  Innocent Blood Cries Out Manasseh’s violent reign was marked by the shedding of innocent blood. God does not overlook injustice or cruelty. 5.  Rebellion Breeds Instability Amon followed in his father’s wicked ways and was assassinated by his own servants. Sinful leadership often leads to chaos and destruction. 6.  Hope Still Rises from Ruin Despite Manasseh and Amon’s evil, Josiah would follow. God can raise up righteous leaders even from broken family lines. 

2 Kings Chapter 22 — Crawford Standard Bible Josiah’s Reform and the Rediscovery of God’s Word

Josiah Begins to Reign (Verses 1–2)

1 Josiah was only eight years old when he became king, and he ruled in Jerusalem for thirty-one years. His mother’s name was Jedidah, the daughter of Adaiah from the town of Bozkath. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 34:1; 2 Kings 21:26; Jeremiah 1:2

2 He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord and followed the example of his ancestor David. He did not turn aside to the right or to the left. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 34:2; 2 Kings 18:3; 1 Kings 15:11

The Temple Repairs Ordered (Verses 3–7)

3 In the eighteenth year of Josiah’s reign, he sent Shaphan, the son of Azaliah and grandson of Meshullam—the court secretary—to the Temple of the Lord. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 34:8; 2 Kings 12:10; 2 Kings 12:4

4 He said, “Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, so he can collect all the money that has been brought into the Lord’s Temple. The gatekeepers have gathered this money from the people.” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 34:9; 2 Kings 12:4; 2 Kings 12:5

5 “Have the money handed over to the construction supervisors who are in charge of the Lord’s Temple. Let them give it to the workers repairing the Temple—

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 34:10; 2 Kings 12:11; 2 Kings 12:12

6 to the carpenters, builders, and stonemasons. Also, use it to buy timber and cut stone to repair the building.” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 34:11; 1 Kings 5:17; 1 Kings 5:18

7 There was no need to audit the workers who received the money, because they acted with complete honesty. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 34:12; 2 Kings 12:15; 1 Chronicles 9:26

The Book of the Law Is Found (Verses 8–10)

8 Then Hilkiah the high priest told Shaphan the court secretary, “I have found the Book of the Law in the Lord’s Temple!” He gave the scroll to Shaphan, who read it. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 34:14; 2 Chronicles 34:15; Deuteronomy 31:26

9 Shaphan returned to the king and reported, “Your officials have collected the money found in the Temple and have handed it over to the supervisors and workers.” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 34:16; 2 Chronicles 34:17; 2 Kings 22:4

10 Then Shaphan told the king, “Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.” And Shaphan read it aloud to the king. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 34:18; Nehemiah 8:3; Deuteronomy 31:11

Josiah’s Response to God’s Word (Verses 11–13)

11 When the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, he tore his clothes in sorrow. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 34:19; Joel 2:13; Ezra 9:3

12 Then he gave this order to Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam son of Shaphan, Achbor son of Micaiah, Shaphan the court secretary, and Asaiah the king’s attendant: Cross References: 2 Chronicles 34:20; Jeremiah 26:24; Jeremiah 36:12

13 “Go and ask the Lord for me, and for the people, and for all Judah, about the words in this book that has been found. The Lord’s great anger is burning against us, because our ancestors did not obey the words of this book. They have not done everything written in it about us.” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 34:21; Deuteronomy 29:27; Deuteronomy 31:17

Huldah the Prophetess Delivers a Word from the Lord (Verses 14–20) 14 So Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Achbor, Shaphan, and Asaiah went to speak to the prophetess Huldah. She was the wife of Shallum son of Tikvah, son of Harhas, keeper of the Temple wardrobe. 

She lived in the Second District of Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 34:22; Judges 4:4; Exodus 15:20

15 She said to them, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: Tell the man who sent you—

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 34:23; 2 Chronicles 34:24; Jeremiah 26:18

16 this is what the Lord says: I will bring disaster on this city and its people, just as written in the scroll that the king of Judah has read. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 34:24; Deuteronomy 28:15; Jeremiah 19:3

17 Because they have abandoned Me and burned incense to other gods, provoking Me to anger with everything they’ve done, My wrath will be poured out on this place and it will not be quenched.” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 34:25; Jeremiah 7:20; Jeremiah 44:3

18 “But go to the king of Judah who sent you to ask the Lord and tell him: This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says concerning the message you have heard—

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 34:26; Jeremiah 37:17; 2 Kings 22:13

19 Because your heart was tender and you humbled yourself before the Lord when you heard what I said against this city and its people—that they would become desolate and cursed—and because you tore your clothes and wept before Me, I have heard you,” declares the Lord. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 34:27; 2 Chronicles 7:14; Isaiah 66:2

20 “Therefore, I will allow you to die in peace. You will not see the disaster I am going to bring on this city.” So they brought the king this message. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 34:28; 2 Kings 23:29; 2 Kings 23:30

Key Lessons from 2 Kings Chapter 22

1.  God Honors a Tender Heart Josiah’s humility and repentance upon hearing the Book of the Law moved God’s heart. A soft heart before God invites mercy even in times of judgment. 2.  The Word of God Awakens Revival The rediscovery of Scripture ignited spiritual reform. God's Word has the power to reveal truth, convict hearts, and lead to transformation. 3.  Leadership Matters Josiah’s personal commitment to righteousness shaped the entire nation’s direction. A godly leader can bring renewal to an entire people. 4.  Judgment May Be Delayed But Not Always Canceled Though Josiah would not live to see the disaster, judgment was still coming due to generations of rebellion. 

God's patience has a limit. 5.  True Repentance Requires Action Josiah didn’t just weep—he sought God’s guidance, inquired of His prophets, and took steps to reform the people. Genuine repentance moves us to obey. 6.  God Sees the Individual Amid National Sin Even when a nation is under judgment, God notices and responds to those who personally honor Him. Josiah was spared because of his personal walk. 

2 Kings Chapter 23 — Crawford Standard Bible

Josiah’s Covenant and Reforms

The King Renews the Covenant (Verses 1–3)

1 Then the king summoned all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 34:29; 2 Kings 22:1; Deuteronomy 31:28

2 He went up to the Temple of the Lord, accompanied by all the people of Judah and Jerusalem—along with the priests, the prophets, and everyone from the least to the greatest. There in their presence, he read aloud all the words from the Book of the Covenant that had been found in the Lord’s Temple. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 34:30; Deuteronomy 31:11; Nehemiah 8:1

3 The king stood beside the pillar and made a covenant before the Lord. He pledged to follow the Lord, to obey His commands, regulations, and decrees with all his heart and soul. He vowed to carry out all the terms of the covenant that were written in the scroll. And all the people pledged themselves to the covenant. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 34:31; 2 Kings 11:14; Joshua 24:25

Cleansing the Temple and Destroying Idols (Verses 4–7)

4 Then the king ordered Hilkiah the high priest, the priests of the second rank, and the temple gatekeepers to bring out of the Lord’s Temple all the articles made for Baal, Asherah, and all the stars of the heavens. He burned them outside Jerusalem in the fields of the Kidron Valley, and he carried

the ashes to Bethel. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 34:3; Deuteronomy 7:5; 1 Kings 15:13

5 He removed the idolatrous priests whom the kings of Judah had appointed to burn incense at the pagan shrines throughout Judah and even in Jerusalem. He also removed those who burned incense to Baal, and to the sun, the moon, the constellations, and all the stars in the heavens. 

 Cross References: Zephaniah 1:4; Deuteronomy 17:3; 2 Kings 17:16

6 He removed the Asherah pole from the Lord’s Temple and took it outside Jerusalem to the Kidron Valley, where he burned it. He ground it to dust and threw the dust on the graves of the common people. 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:20; Deuteronomy 9:21; 1 Kings 15:13

7 He tore down the living quarters of the male shrine prostitutes that were inside the Temple of the Lord, where the women wove coverings for the Asherah pole. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 14:24; Deuteronomy 23:17; Hosea 4:14

Purging Pagan Worship Across Judah (Verses 8–14)

8 Josiah brought all the priests out of the towns of Judah and defiled the pagan shrines where they had burned incense—from Geba to Beersheba. He also destroyed the shrines at the entrance of the gate of Joshua, the governor of Jerusalem, located to the left of the city gate. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 13:2; 2 Chronicles 34:5; 2 Kings 17:9

9 The priests who had served at the pagan shrines were not allowed to serve at the Lord’s altar in Jerusalem, but they were allowed to eat unleavened bread with the other priests. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 44:10; Ezekiel 44:12; Deuteronomy 18:6

10 Then the king desecrated Topheth, which is in the valley of Ben-Hinnom, so that no one could ever again sacrifice a son or daughter in the fire to Molech. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 7:31; Jeremiah 19:5; Leviticus 18:21

11 He removed from the entrance of the Lord’s Temple the horses that the kings of Judah had dedicated to the sun. They were near the room of an official named Nathan-melech, located in the courtyard. Josiah then burned the chariots dedicated to the sun. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:19; Ezekiel 8:16; Job 31:26

12 He tore down the altars that the kings of Judah had built on the roof of Ahaz’s upper room, as well as the altars that Manasseh had built in the two courtyards of the Lord’s Temple. He smashed them into bits and threw the rubble into the Kidron Valley. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 21:5; Jeremiah 19:13; Zephaniah 1:5

13 The king also desecrated the pagan shrines east of Jerusalem, south of the Mount of Corruption, where King Solomon of Israel had built shrines for Ashtoreth, Chemosh, and Milcom—the detestable gods of the Sidonians, Moabites, and Ammonites. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 11:7; 1 Kings 11:5; 1 Kings 11:33

14 He smashed the sacred pillars and cut down the Asherah poles. Then he desecrated these places by scattering human bones over them. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:3; 1 Kings 13:2; Exodus 23:24

Destroying Jeroboam’s Altar at Bethel (Verses 15–20)

15 The king also tore down the altar at Bethel—the pagan shrine that Jeroboam son of Nebat had made when he caused Israel to sin. He burned down the shrine and ground it to dust, and he burned the Asherah pole. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:28; 1 Kings 13:2; Amos 7:10

16 As Josiah turned, he noticed several tombs in the hillside. He ordered that the bones be removed from these tombs, and he burned them on the altar at Bethel to desecrate it. This happened in accordance with the word of the Lord proclaimed by the man of God who had foretold these events. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 13:2; 1 Kings 13:32; Jeremiah 8:1

17 Then Josiah asked, “What is that monument I see over there?” The people of the town replied, 

“It’s the tomb of the man of God who came from Judah and predicted what you have just done to the altar at Bethel!” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 13:30; 1 Kings 13:31; 1 Kings 13:1

18 Josiah replied, “Leave it alone. Don’t disturb his bones.” So they did not burn his bones or those of the prophet from Samaria. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 13:31; 1 Kings 13:21; 1 Kings 13:24

19 Josiah then removed all the shrines at the pagan high places in the towns of Samaria, just as he had done at Bethel. These shrines had been built by the kings of Israel and had made the Lord very angry. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:31; 1 Kings 13:32; Hosea 10:5

20 He executed the priests of the pagan shrines on their own altars, and he burned human bones on the altars to desecrate them. Then he returned to Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 13:2; 1 Kings 13:32; 2 Kings 17:32

Celebrating the Passover (Verses 21–23)

21 Then the king gave this order to all the people: “Celebrate the Passover to the Lord your God, as it is written in the Book of the Covenant.” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 35:1; Deuteronomy 16:1; Exodus 12:1

22 There had not been a Passover celebration like that since the time when the judges ruled in Israel, nor throughout all the years of the kings of Israel and Judah. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 35:18; Judges 2:17; 2 Kings 23:23

23 But in the eighteenth year of King Josiah’s reign, this Passover was celebrated to the Lord in Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 35:19; 2 Kings 22:3; 2 Chronicles 35:1

Further Reforms and Devotion (Verses 24–27)

24 Josiah also removed the mediums and psychics, the household gods, idols, and every other detestable practice, both in Jerusalem and throughout the land of Judah. He did this in order to fulfill the requirements of the law written in the scroll that Hilkiah the priest had found in the Lord’s Temple. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 18:10; Leviticus 19:31; 2 Chronicles 34:33

25 Never before had there been a king like Josiah, who turned to the Lord with all his heart and soul and strength, obeying all the laws of Moses. And there has never been a king like him since. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:5; Deuteronomy 4:29; 2 Kings 18:5

26 But the Lord did not turn from the fierceness of His great anger, which had been aroused against Judah because of all the sins that Manasseh had committed. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 21:11; 2 Kings 21:15; Jeremiah 15:4

27 For the Lord had said, “I will also banish Judah from My presence, just as I have banished Israel. I will reject My chosen city of Jerusalem and the Temple where I said My name would be honored.” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 17:18; 1 Kings 9:7; Jeremiah 7:15

The Death of Josiah and Reign of Jehoiakim (Verses 28–37)

28 The rest of the events in Josiah’s reign and all his deeds are written in the Book of the History of the Kings of Judah. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 35:26; 2 Chronicles 35:27; 2 Kings 22:1

29 While Josiah was king, Pharaoh Neco, king of Egypt, marched toward the Euphrates River to help the king of Assyria. King Josiah went out to fight him, but Neco killed him at Megiddo when they met in battle. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 35:20; Zechariah 12:11; Jeremiah 46:2

30 Josiah’s officers brought his body in a chariot from Megiddo to Jerusalem and buried him in his own tomb. Then the people of the land anointed Josiah’s son Jehoahaz and made him the next king. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 35:24; 2 Chronicles 36:1; Lamentations 4:20


31 Jehoahaz was twenty-three years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem three months. His mother was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah from Libnah. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 36:2; Jeremiah 22:11; 1 Chronicles 3:15

32 He did what was evil in the Lord’s sight, just as his ancestors had done. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 22:11; Jeremiah 22:12; 2 Kings 23:37

33 Pharaoh Neco put Jehoahaz in prison at Riblah in the land of Hamath to prevent him from ruling in Jerusalem. He also demanded that Judah pay 7,500 pounds of silver and 75 pounds of gold as tribute. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 36:3; Jeremiah 22:11; Ezekiel 19:4

34 Then Pharaoh Neco installed Eliakim, another of Josiah’s sons, to reign in place of his father. He changed Eliakim’s name to Jehoiakim. Neco took Jehoahaz to Egypt as a prisoner, where he died. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 36:4; Jeremiah 22:10; Ezekiel 19:4

35 Jehoiakim taxed the people in order to pay the silver and gold demanded by Pharaoh Neco. He required each person to pay a tax in proportion to his wealth so that he could deliver the money to Pharaoh. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 36:4; 2 Kings 15:20; 2 Kings 15:19

36 Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem eleven years. His mother was Zebidah, the daughter of Pedaiah from Rumah. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 36:5; Jeremiah 1:3; Jeremiah 25:1

37 He did what was evil in the Lord’s sight, just as his ancestors had done. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 22:13; Jeremiah 36:23; 2 Chronicles 36:5

Key Lessons from 2 Kings Chapter 23

1. True Revival Requires Action Josiah didn’t just listen to the Word—he acted on it. Real change came through cleansing, reforming, and re-establishing God’s law. 2. Sin Has a Long Memory Even though Josiah was righteous, Judah still faced judgment for the accumulated sins of its past. Personal faithfulness doesn’t always erase national consequences. 3. Leadership Shapes Legacy Josiah’s bold reforms and integrity stood out in the history of Judah. His legacy was marked by obedience, courage, and a return to God’s Word. 4. God's Mercy Is Extended but Not Endless God saw Josiah’s heart and spared him from witnessing the nation’s downfall. But the nation still reaped what had been sown for generations. 5. Spiritual Reformation Demands Total Cleansing Josiah left no idol or altar untouched. Restoration with God requires a complete break from all forms of idolatry and compromise. 6. The Influence of Scripture Is Transformative Everything Josiah did flowed from hearing the Word of God. Scripture has the power to awaken, convict, and direct a nation or individual back to truth. 

2 Kings Chapter 24 — Crawford Standard Bible

The Fall of Judah Begins

Jehoiakim Rebels Against Babylon (Verses 1–4)

1 During Jehoiakim’s reign, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came against Judah, and Jehoiakim became his servant for three years. But then he turned and rebelled against Babylon. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 36:6; Daniel 1:1; Jeremiah 25:1

2 Then the Lord sent enemy raiders against Judah—bands of Chaldeans, Arameans, Moabites, and Ammonites. He sent them to destroy Judah, just as He had warned through His prophets. 

 Cross References: Habakkuk 1:6; Deuteronomy 28:49; Jeremiah 35:11

3 All of this happened to Judah because the Lord had commanded it. He had decided to remove them from His presence because of all the sins committed by Manasseh. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 21:11; 2 Kings 21:13; Jeremiah 15:4

4 This included the innocent blood that Manasseh had shed—he had filled Jerusalem with it. The Lord would not forgive this. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 21:16; Jeremiah 2:34; Matthew 23:35

The Death of Jehoiakim and Rise of Jehoiachin (Verses 5–7) 5 The rest of the events of Jehoiakim’s reign and all that he did are recorded in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 36:8; Jeremiah 22:18; Jeremiah 22:19

6 When Jehoiakim died, his son Jehoiachin became king in his place. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 36:8; Jeremiah 22:24; Jeremiah 22:30

7 The king of Egypt did not come out of his land again, because the king of Babylon had conquered everything from the Brook of Egypt to the Euphrates River that once belonged to Egypt. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 46:2; Jeremiah 46:10; Jeremiah 25:1

Jehoiachin Surrenders to Babylon (Verses 8–12)

8 Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he became king, and he ruled in Jerusalem for three months. His mother’s name was Nehushta. She was the daughter of Elnathan from Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 36:9; Jeremiah 22:24; Ezekiel 19:5

9 He did what was evil in the eyes of the Lord, just as his father had done. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 22:24; Jeremiah 22:28; 2 Chronicles 36:9

10 During his short reign, King Nebuchadnezzar’s army laid siege to Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 36:10; Ezekiel 17:12; Jeremiah 52:4

11 Then Nebuchadnezzar himself came to the city while his servants were still besieging it. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 24:1; Ezekiel 17:12; 2 Chronicles 36:10

12 King Jehoiachin surrendered to the king of Babylon, along with his mother, his officials, his commanders, and palace attendants. Nebuchadnezzar took him prisoner in the eighth year of his reign. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 22:24; Jeremiah 24:1; Ezekiel 17:12

The Exile to Babylon Begins (Verses 13–16) 13 Nebuchadnezzar took all the treasures from the Temple of the Lord and from the royal palace. He also cut in pieces all the gold items that King Solomon of Israel had made for the Temple—just as the Lord had said would happen. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 7:48; 2 Kings 20:17; Jeremiah 27:19

14 He carried off all the people of Jerusalem into exile—including the commanders, the wealthy, the skilled craftsmen, and metal workers—ten thousand people in all. Only the poorest people were left in the land. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 24:1; Ezekiel 1:1; Esther 2:6

15 He took Jehoiachin captive to Babylon, along with the king’s mother, wives, officials, and other important leaders. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 29:1; Jeremiah 29:2; Ezekiel 19:9

16 The army also deported seven thousand strong warriors and one thousand craftsmen and metal workers—all who were capable of fighting. He brought them all to Babylon. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 52:28; 2 Chronicles 36:10; Ezekiel 1:1

Zedekiah Made King (Verses 17–20)

17 The king of Babylon appointed Mattaniah, Jehoiachin’s uncle, as the new king in his place and changed his name to Zedekiah. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 36:10; Jeremiah 37:1; 1 Chronicles 3:15

18 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he ruled in Jerusalem for eleven years. His mother’s name was Hamutal. She was the daughter of Jeremiah from Libnah. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 36:11; Jeremiah 52:1; Jeremiah 1:3

19 Zedekiah did what was evil in the eyes of the Lord, just as Jehoiakim had done. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 52:2; Ezekiel 17:15; 2 Chronicles 36:12

20 All of this happened in Jerusalem and Judah because of the Lord’s anger. Eventually, He banished them from His presence. And Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 52:3; Ezekiel 17:15; Jeremiah 27:12

Key Lessons from 2 Kings Chapter 24

Rebellion Against God Has Consequences Judah’s kings continually rejected God’s warnings. 

Their defiance led to judgment, exile, and destruction. The Word of the Lord Always Comes to Pass Everything that happened—sieges, exile, and loss—was foretold by the prophets. God’s Word is trustworthy, whether it brings comfort or conviction. God Remembers Innocent Blood The Lord would not overlook the violent sins of Manasseh. God values justice and holds nations accountable for shedding innocent blood. Even Powerful Kings Must Bow Both Jehoiakim and Jehoiachin were

brought low. Earthly power cannot protect anyone from divine judgment. Mercy Can Still Be Found Though the nation fell under judgment, God's hand remained at work. The story of the exiles wasn’t the end—but the beginning of a new chapter in His redemptive plan. 

2 Kings Chapter 25 — Crawford Standard Bible

The Fall of Jerusalem and the End of the Kingdom of Judah

Babylon Besieges Jerusalem (Verses 1–3)

1 In the ninth year of King Zedekiah’s reign, on the tenth day of the tenth month, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came with his entire army to attack Jerusalem. They camped around the city and built siege works all around it. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 52:4; Ezekiel 24:1; Jeremiah 39:1

2 The city remained under siege until the eleventh year of King Zedekiah’s reign. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 52:5; Jeremiah 39:2; Ezekiel 24:2

3 By the ninth day of the fourth month, the famine in the city had become severe, and there was no food for the people. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 52:6; Lamentations 4:9; Lamentations 2:12

Zedekiah Is Captured (Verses 4–7)

4 Then the city wall was broken through. That night, all the soldiers fled through the gate between two walls near the king’s garden, even though the Babylonians had surrounded the city. They headed toward the Jordan Valley. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 52:7; Jeremiah 39:4; Ezekiel 12:12

5 But the Babylonian army chased King Zedekiah and caught up with him on the plains of Jericho. 

His entire army had scattered and left him. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 52:8; Jeremiah 39:5; Ezekiel 12:13

6 The Babylonians captured the king and took him to King Nebuchadnezzar at Riblah, where he was sentenced. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 52:9; Jeremiah 39:5; Jeremiah 32:4

7 They killed Zedekiah’s sons before his eyes, then gouged out his eyes and bound him with bronze chains and took him to Babylon. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 52:10; Ezekiel 12:13; Jeremiah 39:6

The Destruction of Jerusalem (Verses 8–12)

8 On the seventh day of the fifth month, in the nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, Nebuzaradan, the captain of the guard and official of the Babylonian king, came to Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 52:12; Jeremiah 39:8; 2 Chronicles 36:17

9 He burned down the Temple of the Lord, the royal palace, and all the houses in Jerusalem. Every important building was set on fire. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 52:13; Lamentations 2:3; 2 Chronicles 36:19

10 Then the Babylonian army, under the captain of the guard, tore down the walls surrounding Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 52:14; Lamentations 2:8; Nehemiah 1:3

11 Nebuzaradan took captive the people who were still in the city, including those who had surrendered and the remaining population. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 52:15; Jeremiah 39:9; Lamentations 1:3

12 But he left some of the poorest people in the land to work the vineyards and fields. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 52:16; Jeremiah 39:10; Jeremiah 40:7

The Treasures of the Temple Taken (Verses 13–17)

13 The Babylonians broke apart the bronze pillars in the Lord’s Temple, along with the movable stands and the bronze basin (called the Sea). They took all the bronze to Babylon. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 52:17; 1 Kings 7:15; Jeremiah 27:19

14 They also took the pots, shovels, wick trimmers, dishes, and all the bronze items used in the Temple. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 52:18; 1 Kings 7:40; 1 Kings 7:45

15 The captain of the guard took away the firepans and basins—everything made of gold or silver. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 52:19; 1 Kings 7:50; Exodus 25:38

16 The two pillars, the Sea, and the movable stands that Solomon had made for the Lord’s Temple were too heavy to be weighed. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 52:20; 1 Kings 7:47; 1 Kings 7:23

17 Each pillar was 27 feet tall with a bronze capital 4½ feet high, decorated with bronze latticework and pomegranates. The second pillar was the same. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 52:21; 1 Kings 7:15; 1 Kings 7:20

The Leaders Are Executed (Verses 18–21)

18 Nebuzaradan took Seraiah the chief priest, Zephaniah the assistant priest, and the three temple gatekeepers. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 52:24; 1 Chronicles 6:14; Jeremiah 21:1

19 From the city he took a military commander, five of the king’s advisers, the chief army registrar, and sixty other citizens. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 52:25; Jeremiah 36:12; Jeremiah 29:25

20 He brought them all to the king of Babylon at Riblah. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 52:26; Jeremiah 39:6; 2 Kings 25:6

21 There, in the land of Hamath, the king of Babylon had them executed. So the people of Judah were exiled from their land. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 52:27; Deuteronomy 28:63; Deuteronomy 28:64

Gedaliah Made Governor (Verses 22–24)

22 King Nebuchadnezzar appointed Gedaliah son of Ahikam as governor over the people who remained in Judah. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 40:5; Jeremiah 39:14; Jeremiah 26:24

23 When the commanders of the Judean armies and their men heard about this, they came to Gedaliah at Mizpah. They included Ishmael son of Nethaniah, Johanan son of Kareah, Seraiah son of Tanhumeth, and Jaazaniah son of the Maacathite. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 40:7; Jeremiah 40:8; Jeremiah 41:1

24 Gedaliah swore an oath to them and their men, saying, “Don’t be afraid to serve the Babylonians. 

Stay here in the land and serve the king of Babylon, and everything will go well for you.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 40:9; Jeremiah 40:10; Jeremiah 27:11

Gedaliah Assassinated (Verses 25–26)

25 But in the seventh month, Ishmael son of Nethaniah, who was of royal blood, came with ten men and assassinated Gedaliah. They also killed the Judeans and Babylonians who were with him at Mizpah. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 41:1; Jeremiah 41:2; Jeremiah 41:3

26 Then all the people, from the least to the greatest, along with the army officers, fled to Egypt because they were afraid of the Babylonians. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 41:16; Jeremiah 41:17; Jeremiah 43:5

Jehoiachin Released from Prison (Verses 27–30)

27 In the thirty-seventh year of Jehoiachin’s exile, on the twenty-seventh day of the twelfth month, Evil-merodach became king of Babylon. He released Jehoiachin from prison. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 52:31; Psalm 106:46; Jeremiah 27:22

28 He spoke kindly to him and gave him a seat of honor higher than those of the other captive kings in Babylon. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 52:32; Genesis 40:13; Genesis 41:14

29 Jehoiachin changed out of his prison clothes and ate regularly at the king’s table for the rest of his life. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 52:33; Genesis 41:14; 2 Samuel 9:7

30 The king gave him a daily allowance for food as long as he lived. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 52:34; 2 Chronicles 36:22; Ezra 1:1

Key Lessons from 2 Kings Chapter 25

Sin Leads to National Collapse Generations of rebellion finally led to the fall of Jerusalem. God’s patience ran out, and judgment came as foretold. God Judges Leaders and Nations Zedekiah’s rebellion and the sins of Judah’s leaders brought shame and ruin. God holds leaders accountable for the people they lead. Even in Judgment, God Leaves a Remnant Though many were taken captive, some poor people were left behind. God always preserves a remnant for His purposes. Violence and Vengeance Lead to Chaos Gedaliah’s assassination triggered fear and flight. Human vengeance only worsens broken situations. Hope Remains in Exile Even in Babylon, God showed mercy. 

Jehoiachin was lifted from prison and honored. Restoration always follows judgment in God’s story. 

Introduction to the Book of 1 Chronicles Crawford Bible Commentary

Title and Meaning The book is called 1 Chronicles because it begins a detailed record of the history of Israel from a genealogical perspective, with a strong emphasis on the Davidic monarchy and the temple. The Hebrew title,  Divre Hayyamim, means “The Events of the Days” or “The Chronicles.” 

When the Old Testament was translated into Greek (the Septuagint), it was given the name Paralipomenon, meaning “Things Omitted,” because it supplements the narratives found in the books of Samuel and Kings. 

Historical Context 1 and 2 Chronicles were originally a single work, traditionally attributed to Ezra the priest. The book was written for the post-exilic community in Jerusalem, likely between 450 and 400 B.C. The people had returned from Babylonian captivity to a land and city that were a shadow of their former glory. The temple had been rebuilt, but the nation lacked a king and was under foreign rule. This historical record was compiled to give the people a sense of their national and spiritual identity, reminding them of God’s faithfulness to His covenant promises. 

Purpose of the Book The primary purpose of 1 Chronicles is to provide a theological history for the newly restored people of Israel. It emphasizes the legitimacy of the Davidic line of kings and the importance of the temple, the priesthood, and proper worship. By tracing the lineage from Adam to David and detailing David’s preparations for the temple, the book encouraged the disheartened community to have hope in God’s enduring promises, despite their current political weakness. 

Major Themes

• The Davidic Covenant: The promises God made to King David regarding an eternal dynasty are the central theological focus. 

• The Temple and Worship: The book highlights the central role of the temple in Israel’s life, detailing David’s elaborate plans and organization of the priests and Levites for worship. 

• Genealogy: Extensive genealogies are used to establish the identity and legitimacy of the people of Israel, their tribes, and the priesthood. 

• Hope for the Future: By focusing on God's faithfulness to His past promises, the book instills hope in the post-exilic community for a future restoration. 

• The Importance of Obedience: The account of King Saul’s death and King David’s life is presented to show the blessings of obedience and the consequences of disobedience. 

Key Figures

• David – The central hero of the book, presented as a model king of Israel who prepared everything for the building of the temple. 

• Solomon – David’s son and successor, who would ultimately build the temple. 

• The Levites – The book provides a detailed account of the Levites’ organization for temple service, highlighting their crucial role in worship. 
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Major Themes

•  The Davidic Covenant: The promises God made to King David regarding an eternal dynasty are the central theological focus. 

•  The Temple and Worship: The book highlights the central role of the temple in Israel’s life, detailing David’s elaborate plans and organization of the priests and Levites for worship. 

•  Genealogy: Extensive genealogies are used to establish the identity and legitimacy of the people of Israel, their tribes, and the priesthood. 

•  Hope for the Future: By focusing on God's faithfulness to His past promises, the book instills hope in the post-exilic community for a future restoration. 

•  The Importance of Obedience: The account of King Saul’s death and King David’s life is presented to show the blessings of obedience and the consequences of disobedience. 

Key Figures

•  David – The central hero of the book, presented as a model king of Israel who prepared everything for the building of the temple. 

•  Solomon – David’s son and successor, who would ultimately build the temple. 

•  The Levites – The book provides a detailed account of the Levites’ organization for temple service, highlighting their crucial role in worship. 

•  Saul – David’s predecessor, whose tragic failure is contrasted with David’s righteous reign. 

Spiritual Significance 1 Chronicles serves as a powerful reminder that God's covenant promises are eternal and that our spiritual heritage is foundational to our identity. It shows that even after

great failure and national judgment (the exile), God remains faithful. The book teaches that true restoration and hope for the future are found in returning to God's ordained worship and remembering His promises. Christ in the Book of 1 Chronicles The Davidic covenant is a direct foreshadowing of Jesus Christ. The promise of a king from David’s line whose throne would be established forever finds its ultimate fulfillment in Jesus. The physical temple and its worship practices prefigure Christ, who is the true temple and the perfect high priest through whom all people can access God. 

Outline of the Book of 1 Chronicles

•  Genealogies from Adam to Saul – Chapters 1–9

•  The Death of Saul and the Rise of David – Chapters 10–12

•  The Reign of King David – Chapters 13–29

•  David brings the Ark to Jerusalem. 

•  God establishes the Davidic Covenant. 

•  David prepares for the temple’s construction. 

•  David's final instructions, prayer, and death. Key Verse 1 Chronicles 17:14 (CSB) – “I will appoint him over My house and My kingdom forever, and his throne will be established forever.” 

Key Lesson When we are confronted with hardship, we must look back to our spiritual heritage and remember God's faithfulness. Our hope for the future is not in our present circumstances, but in the enduring and eternal promises God has made to His people. 

1 Chronicles Chapter 1 — Crawford Standard Bible

From Adam to Abraham

The First Generations from Adam to Noah (Verses 1–4)

1 Adam, Seth, Enosh, 

 Cross References: Genesis 5:3; Genesis 5:6; Luke 3:38

2 Kenan, Mahalalel, Jared, 

 Cross References: Genesis 5:9; Genesis 5:12; Genesis 5:15

3 Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech, 

 Cross References: Genesis 5:18; Genesis 5:21; Genesis 5:25

4 Noah, and Noah’s sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

 Cross References: Genesis 5:32; Genesis 6:10; Genesis 9:18

The Descendants of Japheth (Verses 5–7)

5 The sons of Japheth were: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras. 

 Cross References: Genesis 10:2; Ezekiel 38:2; Ezekiel 27:13

6 The sons of Gomer were: Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah. 

 Cross References: Genesis 10:3; Jeremiah 51:27; Ezekiel 27:14

7 The sons of Javan were: Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim. 

 Cross References: Genesis 10:4; Isaiah 23:1; Ezekiel 27:6

The Descendants of Ham (Verses 8–16)

8 The sons of Ham were: Cush, Mizraim, Put, and Canaan. 

 Cross References: Genesis 10:6; Genesis 9:22; Psalm 78:51

9 The sons of Cush were: Seba, Havilah, Sabta, Raamah, and Sabteca. The sons of Raamah were: Sheba and Dedan. 

 Cross References: Genesis 10:7; Genesis 25:3; Ezekiel 38:13

10 Cush was the father of Nimrod, who became a mighty warrior on the earth. 

 Cross References: Genesis 10:8; Genesis 10:9; Micah 5:6

11 Mizraim was the father of: Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim, Cross References: Genesis 10:13; Genesis 10:14; Genesis 10:6

12 Pathrusim, Casluhim (from whom the Philistines came), and Caphtorim. 

 Cross References: Genesis 10:14; Amos 9:7; Deuteronomy 2:23

13 Canaan was the father of: Sidon his firstborn, and Heth, 

 Cross References: Genesis 10:15; Genesis 23:3; Isaiah 23:2

14 and the Jebusites, Amorites, Girgashites, 

 Cross References: Genesis 10:16; Genesis 15:21; Deuteronomy 7:1

15 Hivites, Arkites, Sinites, 

 Cross References: Genesis 10:17; Joshua 9:7; Genesis 34:2

16 Arvadites, Zemarites, and Hamathites. 

 Cross References: Genesis 10:18; Ezekiel 27:8; Numbers 34:8

The Descendants of Shem (Verses 17–23)

17 The sons of Shem were: Elam, Asshur, Arphaxad, Lud, and Aram. The sons of Aram were: Uz, Hul, Gether, and Meshech. 

 Cross References: Genesis 10:22; Genesis 10:23; Genesis 11:10

18 Arphaxad was the father of Shelah, and Shelah was the father of Eber. 

 Cross References: Genesis 10:24; Genesis 11:12; Luke 3:36

19 Eber had two sons. One was named Peleg (because in his days the earth was divided), and his brother’s name was Joktan. 

 Cross References: Genesis 10:25; Genesis 11:16; Genesis 11:18

20 Joktan was the father of: Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, Cross References: Genesis 10:26; Genesis 25:3; 1 Kings 9:28

21 Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 

 Cross References: Genesis 10:27; Genesis 10:26; Genesis 10:28

22 Ebal, Abimael, Sheba, 

 Cross References: Genesis 10:28; Genesis 10:27; Genesis 10:29

23 Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab. These were all sons of Joktan. 

 Cross References: Genesis 10:29; 1 Kings 9:28; 1 Kings 10:1

The Line from Shem to Abraham (Verses 24–27)

24 Shem, Arphaxad, Shelah, 

 Cross References: Genesis 11:10; Genesis 11:12; Genesis 11:14

25 Eber, Peleg, Reu, 

 Cross References: Genesis 11:16; Genesis 11:18; Genesis 11:20

26 Serug, Nahor, Terah, 

 Cross References: Genesis 11:22; Genesis 11:24; Genesis 11:26

27 and Abram, who is also called Abraham. 

 Cross References: Genesis 11:26; Genesis 17:5; Nehemiah 9:7

The Sons of Abraham (Verses 28–33)

28 Abraham had two sons: Isaac and Ishmael. 

 Cross References: Genesis 25:9; Genesis 21:3; Genesis 16:15

29 These are the descendants of Ishmael: Nebaioth (the firstborn), Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, Cross References: Genesis 25:13; Isaiah 60:7; Ezekiel 27:21

30 Mishma, Dumah, Massa, Hadad, Tema, 

 Cross References: Genesis 25:14; Genesis 25:15; Job 6:19

31 Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah. These were Ishmael’s sons. 

 Cross References: Genesis 25:15; Genesis 25:16; 1 Chronicles 5:19

32 Abraham also had sons through Keturah, his concubine: Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. The sons of Jokshan were: Sheba and Dedan. 

 Cross References: Genesis 25:2; Genesis 25:4; Genesis 25:6

33 The sons of Midian were: Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abida, and Eldaah. All these were descendants of Keturah. 

 Cross References: Genesis 25:4; Judges 6:1; Numbers 25:17

Isaac’s Sons and the Edomite Line (Verses 34–42)

34 Abraham was the father of Isaac. Isaac’s sons were: Esau and Israel (Jacob). 

 Cross References: Genesis 25:19; Genesis 25:25; Genesis 25:26

35 Esau’s sons were: Eliphaz, Reuel, Jeush, Jalam, and Korah. 

 Cross References: Genesis 36:4; Genesis 36:5; Genesis 36:10

36 The sons of Eliphaz were: Teman, Omar, Zephi, Gatam, Kenaz, Timna, and Amalek. 

 Cross References: Genesis 36:11; Genesis 36:12; Genesis 36:16

37 The sons of Reuel were: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah. 

 Cross References: Genesis 36:13; Genesis 36:17; Genesis 36:4

38 The sons of Seir were: Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan. 

 Cross References: Genesis 36:20; Genesis 36:21; Genesis 36:29

39 Lotan’s sons were: Hori and Homam. Lotan’s sister was Timna. 

 Cross References: Genesis 36:22; Genesis 36:20; Genesis 36:29

40 The sons of Shobal were: Alian, Manahath, Ebal, Shephi, and Onam. The sons of Zibeon were: Aiah and Anah. 

 Cross References: Genesis 36:23; Genesis 36:24; Genesis 36:20

41 The son of Anah was Dishon. The sons of Dishon were: Amram, Eshban, Ithran, and Keran. 

 Cross References: Genesis 36:25; Genesis 36:26; Genesis 36:21

42 The sons of Ezer were: Bilhan, Zaavan, and Akan. The sons of Dishan were: Uz and Aran. 

 Cross References: Genesis 36:27; Genesis 36:28; Genesis 36:21

The Kings of Edom Before Israel Had a King (Verses 43–54)

43 These were the kings who ruled in Edom before Israel had a king: Bela son of Beor. His city was named Dinhabah. 

 Cross References: Genesis 36:31; Genesis 36:32; Numbers 20:14

44 When Bela died, Jobab son of Zerah from Bozrah became king. 

 Cross References: Genesis 36:33; Genesis 36:32; Genesis 36:34

45 After Jobab died, Husham from the land of the Temanites became king. 

 Cross References: Genesis 36:34; Genesis 36:33; Genesis 36:35

46 After Husham died, Hadad son of Bedad became king. He defeated Midian in the land of Moab. 

His city was named Avith. 

 Cross References: Genesis 36:35; Numbers 22:4; Judges 6:3

47 After Hadad died, Samlah from Masrekah became king. 

 Cross References: Genesis 36:36; Genesis 36:35; Genesis 36:37

48 After Samlah died, Shaul from Rehoboth on the river became king. 

 Cross References: Genesis 36:37; Genesis 36:36; Genesis 36:38

49 When Shaul died, Baal-hanan son of Acbor became king. 

 Cross References: Genesis 36:38; Genesis 36:37; Genesis 36:39

50 After Baal-hanan died, Hadad became king. His city was named Pai, and his wife was Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred and granddaughter of Mezahab. 

 Cross References: Genesis 36:39; Genesis 36:38; Genesis 36:40

51 When Hadad died, the tribal chiefs of Edom were: Chief Timna, Chief Aliah, Chief Jetheth, Cross References: Genesis 36:40; Genesis 36:41; Genesis 36:42

52 Chief Oholibamah, Chief Elah, Chief Pinon, 

 Cross References: Genesis 36:41; Genesis 36:40; Genesis 36:42

53 Chief Kenaz, Chief Teman, Chief Mibzar, 

 Cross References: Genesis 36:42; Genesis 36:41; Genesis 36:43

54 Chief Magdiel, and Chief Iram. These were the chiefs of Edom. 

 Cross References: Genesis 36:43; Genesis 36:42; Obadiah 1:1

Key Lessons from 1 Chronicles Chapter 1

1. God’s Promises Span Generations This chapter reminds us that God is involved in every generation—from Adam to Abraham, from Noah to Israel. 2. All Nations Come from One Source Whether from Shem, Ham, or Japheth, every nation traces back to Noah’s sons, showing the unity of all mankind under God. 3. God Uses Lineage to Fulfill His Plan The chronicled genealogies point to the faithfulness of God in preserving the line that would bring forth the Messiah. 4. Leadership and Influence Began Early Even before Israel had kings, other nations were ruled and structured—preparing the context for God’s people to stand apart. 5. History Matters in God’s Story These names and lines show that every life has a place in God’s unfolding plan, even those outside the main biblical spotlight. 

1 Chronicles Chapter 2 — Crawford Standard Bible

The Family of Israel (Jacob)

1 These are the sons of Israel: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, Cross References: Genesis 35:23; Exodus 1:2; Genesis 29:32

2 Dan, Joseph, Benjamin, Naphtali, Gad, and Asher. 

 Cross References: Genesis 35:25; Genesis 35:26; Exodus 1:4

Judah’s Line and Tamar’s Story

3 Judah’s sons were Er, Onan, and Shelah. These three were born to him by Bathshua, a Canaanite woman. But Er, Judah’s firstborn, was evil in the Lord’s sight, so the Lord put him to death. 

 Cross References: Genesis 38:3; Genesis 38:7; Numbers 26:19

4 Judah’s daughter-in-law Tamar gave birth to Perez and Zerah. So Judah had five sons in all. 

 Cross References: Genesis 38:29; Genesis 38:30; Ruth 4:12

Descendants of Perez and Zerah

5 The sons of Perez were Hezron and Hamul. 

 Cross References: Genesis 46:12; Numbers 26:21; Ruth 4:18

6 The sons of Zerah were Zimri, Ethan, Heman, Calcol, and Dara—five in total. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 4:31; Psalm 88:1; Psalm 89:1

7 The son of Carmi was Achan, the one who brought disaster on Israel for taking things that were devoted to destruction. 

 Cross References: Joshua 7:1; Joshua 7:24; Joshua 6:18

8 The son of Ethan was Azariah. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:6; 1 Kings 4:31; Psalm 89:1

Hezron’s Line: Ram and Caleb

9 Hezron’s sons were Jerahmeel, Ram, and Caleb. 

 Cross References: Ruth 4:19; Matthew 1:3; 1 Chronicles 2:25

10 Ram was the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab was the father of Nahshon, a leader of the tribe of Judah. 

 Cross References: Ruth 4:19; Numbers 1:7; Matthew 1:4

11 Nahshon was the father of Salmon, Salmon the father of Boaz, Cross References: Ruth 4:20; Ruth 4:21; Matthew 1:5

12 Boaz the father of Obed, and Obed the father of Jesse. 

 Cross References: Ruth 4:21; Ruth 4:22; Matthew 1:5

The Sons of Jesse and David’s Family

13 Jesse’s sons were Eliab (the firstborn), Abinadab (second), Shimea (third), Cross References: 1 Samuel 16:6; 1 Samuel 17:13; 1 Samuel 16:9

14 Nethanel (fourth), Raddai (fifth), 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 17:13; 1 Samuel 16:10; 1 Chronicles 27:18

15 Ozem (sixth), and David (seventh). 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 16:11; 1 Samuel 17:12; 1 Samuel 16:13

16 Their sisters were Zeruiah and Abigail. Zeruiah’s sons were Abishai, Joab, and Asahel—three in all. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 2:18; 1 Chronicles 11:6; 2 Samuel 17:25

17 Abigail was the mother of Amasa. Amasa’s father was Jether the Ishmaelite. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 17:25; 2 Samuel 19:13; 1 Kings 2:5

More Descendants of Hezron

18 Caleb, son of Hezron, had children by Azubah his wife and by Jerioth. Her sons were Jesher, Shobab, and Ardon. 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:6; 1 Chronicles 2:9; 1 Chronicles 4:1

19 After Azubah died, Caleb married Ephrath, and she gave birth to Hur. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:50; 1 Chronicles 4:4; Exodus 31:2

20 Hur was the father of Uri, and Uri was the father of Bezalel. 

 Cross References: Exodus 31:2; Exodus 35:30; 2 Chronicles 1:5

Hezron’s Sons Through Another Marriage

21 Later, when Hezron was 60 years old, he married the daughter of Makir, the father of Gilead. She gave birth to Segub. 

 Cross References: Genesis 50:23; Numbers 32:39; Numbers 26:29

22 Segub was the father of Jair, who ruled 23 towns in the land of Gilead. 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:41; Deuteronomy 3:14; Judges 10:3

23 But Geshur and Aram captured the towns of Jair along with Kenath and its nearby villages—60

towns total. All these were descendants of Makir, the father of Gilead. 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:42; Joshua 13:13; Deuteronomy 3:14

More Sons of Hezron

24 After Hezron died in Caleb Ephrathah, his wife Abijah gave birth to Ashhur, the father of Tekoa. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 4:5; 2 Samuel 14:2; Amos 1:1

The Family of Jerahmeel, Son of Hezron

25 Jerahmeel, Hezron’s oldest son, had sons named Ram (his firstborn), Bunah, Oren, Ozem, and Ahijah. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:9; 1 Chronicles 2:27; 1 Samuel 27:10

26 Jerahmeel had another wife named Atarah, who gave birth to Onam. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:28; 1 Chronicles 2:25; 1 Chronicles 2:9

27 The sons of Ram (Jerahmeel’s firstborn) were Maaz, Jamin, and Eker. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:25; 1 Chronicles 2:9; Genesis 46:10

28 The sons of Onam were Shammai and Jada. The sons of Shammai were Nadab and Abishur. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:26; 1 Chronicles 2:30; 1 Chronicles 2:32

29 Abishur married Abihail, and they had a son named Ahban and a son named Molid. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:28; 1 Chronicles 2:26; 1 Chronicles 2:25

30 The sons of Nadab were Seled and Appaim. Seled died without children. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:28; 1 Chronicles 2:31; Numbers 27:3

31 Appaim had a son named Ishi, and Ishi’s son was Sheshan. Sheshan’s son was Ahlai. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:34; 1 Chronicles 2:35; 1 Chronicles 11:41

32 The sons of Jada (Shammai’s brother) were Jether and Jonathan. Jether died without children. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:28; Numbers 27:3; 1 Chronicles 2:33

33 Jonathan had two sons: Peleth and Zaza. These were descendants of Jerahmeel. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:32; Numbers 16:1; 1 Chronicles 2:25

The Descendants of Sheshan Through His Daughter

34 Sheshan didn’t have any sons—only daughters. He gave one of his daughters in marriage to his Egyptian servant Jarha. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:31; 1 Chronicles 2:35; Numbers 27:8

35 She gave birth to a son named Attai. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:34; 1 Chronicles 2:36; Numbers 27:8

36 Attai was the father of Nathan. Nathan was the father of Zabad. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:35; 1 Chronicles 2:37; 1 Chronicles 11:41

37 Zabad was the father of Ephlal. Ephlal was the father of Obed. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:36; 1 Chronicles 2:38; 1 Chronicles 11:41

38 Obed was the father of Jehu. Jehu was the father of Azariah. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:37; 1 Chronicles 2:39; 1 Chronicles 2:8

39 Azariah was the father of Helez. Helez was the father of Eleasah. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:38; 1 Chronicles 2:40; 1 Chronicles 11:27

40 Eleasah was the father of Sismai. Sismai was the father of Shallum. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:39; 1 Chronicles 2:41; 1 Chronicles 2:34

41 Shallum was the father of Jekamiah. Jekamiah was the father of Elishama. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:40; 1 Chronicles 3:8; 1 Chronicles 2:34

The Descendants of Caleb (Different from Earlier Caleb)

42 The sons of Caleb, the brother of Jerahmeel, were Mesha (his firstborn, father of Ziph) and Mareshah (father of Hebron). 

 Cross References: Joshua 14:13; Joshua 15:13; Joshua 15:44

43 The sons of Hebron were Korah, Tappuah, Rekem, and Shema. 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:34; Numbers 16:1; Joshua 21:11

44 Shema was the father of Raham, the father of Jorkeam. Rekem was the father of Shammai. 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:56; 1 Chronicles 2:28; 1 Chronicles 2:45

45 The son of Shammai was Maon, and Maon was the father of Bethzur. 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:55; Joshua 15:58; 1 Samuel 23:24

More from Caleb’s Line

46 Caleb’s concubine Ephah gave birth to Haran, Moza, and Gazez. Haran had a son named Gazez. 

 Cross References: Genesis 25:4; Isaiah 60:6; 1 Chronicles 2:47

47 The sons of Jahdai were Regem, Jotham, Geshan, Pelet, Ephah, and Shaaph. 

 Cross References: Judges 9:5; 1 Chronicles 2:46; 1 Chronicles 2:49

48 Caleb’s concubine Maacah gave birth to Sheber and Tirhanah. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 3:3; 1 Chronicles 2:49; 1 Chronicles 3:2

49 She also gave birth to Shaaph (father of Madmannah), Sheva (father of Machbenah and Gibea). 

Caleb’s daughter was Achsah. 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:16; Joshua 15:17; Judges 1:13

More from Caleb’s Extended Family

50 These were descendants of Caleb: the sons of Hur (firstborn of Ephrathah): Shobal (father of Kiriath-jearim), 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:19; 1 Chronicles 4:4; Joshua 15:60

51 Salma (father of Bethlehem), and Hareph (father of Beth-gader). 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:54; Ruth 4:21; Micah 5:2

52 Shobal (father of Kiriath-jearim) had sons: Haroeh and half of the Manahathites. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:50; Joshua 18:14; 1 Chronicles 2:54

53 The families from Kiriath-jearim were the Ithrites, Puthites, Shumathites, and Mishraites. From them came the Zorathites and Eshtaolites. 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:33; Judges 13:25; Judges 18:2

Salma’s Line and the Scribes of Judah

54 The sons of Salma were Bethlehem, the Netophathites, Atroth-beth-Joab, half of the Manahathites, and the Zorites. 

 Cross References: Ruth 1:19; Nehemiah 7:26; 2 Samuel 23:28

55 The families of scribes who lived at Jabez included the Tirathites, Shimeathites, and Sucathites. 

These were the Kenites who descended from Hammath, the father of the Rechabites. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 4:9; Judges 1:16; Jeremiah 35:6

Key Lessons from 1 Chronicles Chapter 2

1.  God Works Through Generations: This chapter shows the unfolding plan of God through the line of Judah, leading ultimately to King David. God often works through family lines and generations to accomplish His purposes. 2.  God Uses the Unlikely: Tamar, an outsider and a woman in a vulnerable position, became part of the lineage of the Messiah. God includes people others might exclude. 3.  Every Name Matters to God: Though we may overlook long lists of names, each person played a role in the unfolding story of redemption. God remembers individuals, and their stories matter. 4.  God Honors Obedience and Righteousness: Men like Boaz, Jesse, and David are highlighted as key figures, showing that faithfulness and integrity are honored by God. 5.  Legacy Impacts the Future: Our choices, family structures, and spiritual heritage matter. What we do today can impact generations to come. 

1 Chronicles Chapter 3 — Crawford Standard Bible

David’s Sons Born in Hebron

1 These are the sons of David who were born to him in Hebron: Cross References: 2 Samuel 3:2; 2 Samuel 3:3; 2 Samuel 13:1

•  His firstborn was Amnon, by Ahinoam from Jezreel. 

•  His second was Daniel, by Abigail from Carmel. 

2 His third son was Absalom, born to Maacah, the daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur. The fourth was Adonijah, whose mother was Haggith. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 3:3; 2 Samuel 3:4; 1 Kings 1:5

3 The fifth was Shephatiah, whose mother was Abital. And the sixth was Ithream, born to his wife Eglah. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 3:4; 2 Samuel 3:5; 2 Samuel 3:2

4 These six sons were born to David while he ruled in Hebron, where he reigned for seven and a half years. Then he ruled in Jerusalem for thirty-three years. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 5:5; 2 Samuel 2:11; 1 Kings 2:11

David’s Sons Born in Jerusalem

5 These were David’s sons born to him in Jerusalem:

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 5:14; 2 Samuel 11:3; 2 Samuel 12:24

•  Shimea, Shobab, Nathan, and Solomon—these four were born to Bathshua, the daughter of Ammiel. 

6 David also had Ibhar, Elishama, Eliphelet, Cross References: 2 Samuel 5:15; 1 Chronicles 14:5; 2 Samuel 5:16

7 Nogah, Nepheg, Japhia, 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 5:15; 1 Chronicles 14:6; 2 Samuel 5:16

8 Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet again—nine sons in total. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 5:16; 1 Chronicles 14:7; 2 Samuel 5:14

9 These were all David’s sons, not including the sons born to his concubines. His daughter was Tamar. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 13:1; 1 Chronicles 14:3; 2 Samuel 5:13

The Royal Line Through Solomon

10 Solomon’s son was Rehoboam. Rehoboam’s son was Abijah (also called Abia). Abijah’s son was Asa, and Asa’s son was Jehoshaphat. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 11:43; 1 Kings 15:1; 1 Kings 15:9

11 Jehoshaphat’s son was Joram (also called Jehoram), followed by Ahaziah, then Joash, Cross References: 2 Kings 8:16; 2 Kings 8:25; 2 Kings 12:1

12 then Amaziah, then Azariah (also called Uzziah), and then Jotham. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 14:1; 2 Kings 15:1; 2 Kings 15:32

13 Jotham’s son was Ahaz, and Ahaz’s son was Hezekiah. Hezekiah’s son was Manasseh, 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 16:1; 2 Kings 18:1; 2 Kings 21:1

14 followed by Amon, and then Josiah. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 21:19; 2 Kings 22:1; 2 Chronicles 33:25

The Sons of Josiah and the Line to Babylon

15 Josiah had four sons:

 Cross References: 2 Kings 23:30; 2 Kings 23:34; Jeremiah 22:11

•  First was Johanan, 

•  Second was Jehoiakim, 

•  Third was Zedekiah, 

•  And fourth was Shallum. 

16 Jehoiakim’s sons were Jeconiah (also called Jehoiachin) and Zedekiah. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 24:6; 2 Kings 24:17; Jeremiah 24:1

The Descendants of Jeconiah in Exile

17 The sons of Jeconiah, who was taken into captivity, were:

 Cross References: 2 Kings 24:12; Matthew 1:12; Ezra 3:2

•  Assir and Shealtiel (also called Salathiel). 

18 He also had Malchiram, Pedaiah, Shenazar, Jecamiah, Hoshama, and Nedabiah. 

 Cross References: Ezra 1:8; Haggai 1:1; 1 Chronicles 3:19

The Line of Zerubbabel

19 Pedaiah’s sons were Zerubbabel and Shimei. Zerubbabel’s children were: Cross References: Ezra 3:2; Haggai 1:1; Matthew 1:12

•  Meshullam, 

•  Hananiah, 

•  and their sister Shelomith, 

20 along with Hashubah, Ohel, Berechiah, Hasadiah, and Jushab-Hesed—five in total. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 3:4; Zechariah 1:1; 1 Chronicles 3:19

Generations After Zerubbabel

21 Hananiah’s sons were Pelatiah and Jesaiah. From them came the families of: Cross References: Ezra 8:5; Nehemiah 3:29; Ezra 8:3

•  Rephaiah, 

•  Arnan, 

•  Obadiah, 

•  and Shechaniah. 

22 Shechaniah’s son was Shemaiah, whose sons were:

 Cross References: Ezra 8:2; Nehemiah 3:10; Nehemiah 10:4

•  Hattush, 

•  Igeal, 

•  Bariah, 

•  Neariah, 

•  and Shaphat—six total. 

23 Neariah’s sons were:

 Cross References: Nehemiah 11:15; 1 Chronicles 8:38; 1 Chronicles 9:44

•  Elioenai, 

•  Hezekiah, 

•  and Azrikam—three sons. 

24 Elioenai’s sons were:

 Cross References: Ezra 10:24; Nehemiah 3:1; Nehemiah 12:23

•  Hodaviah, 

•  Eliashib, 

•  Pelaiah, 

•  Akkub, 

•  Johanan, 

•  Dalaiah, 

•  and Anani—seven in total. 

Key Lessons from 1 Chronicles Chapter 3

1.  God Keeps Lineage for a Purpose This chapter isn’t just about names—it’s about God’s faithfulness to His covenant with David. The line from David to Zerubbabel shows how God preserves His promise, even through exile. 2.  God Uses Imperfect People Many in this list (like Solomon, Rehoboam, and even Jeconiah) had personal failures. But God still worked through their lineage to fulfill His redemptive plan. 3.  Jesus Came Through This Line Though not stated here, Matthew 1 traces Jesus’ genealogy through this same line—through David, Solomon, and Zerubbabel. God’s plan of salvation was unfolding even in exile. 4.  Every Generation Matters God records each generation, showing that every life has value in His eyes. No name is meaningless in His plan. 5.  Faithfulness in Hard Times Bears Fruit Zerubbabel helped rebuild the temple after the exile. His faithfulness echoes the hope of restoration that this chapter symbolizes. 

1 Chronicles Chapter 4 — Crawford Standard Bible Judah’s Line Continues

1 The sons of Judah were: Perez, Hezron, Carmi, Hur, and Shobal. 

 Cross References: Genesis 46:12; Numbers 26:20; 1 Chronicles 2:5

2 Shobal’s son Reaiah had a son named Jahath. Jahath was the father of Ahumai and Lahad. These became the founding families of the Zorathites. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:53; Joshua 15:33; Judges 13:2

3 The descendants of Etam were Jezreel, Ishma, and Idbash. Their sister was named Hazelelponi. 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:56; 1 Chronicles 2:50; Genesis 35:16

4 Penuel was the founder of Gedor, and Ezer founded Hushah. These were all descendants of Hur, the firstborn son of Ephrathah and the ancestor of Bethlehem. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:19; 1 Chronicles 2:50; Micah 5:2

The Line of Ashhur and His Wives

5 Ashhur, the father of Tekoa, had two wives—Helah and Naarah. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:24; 2 Samuel 14:2; Amos 1:1

6 Naarah gave birth to Ahuzam, Hepher, Temeni, and Haahashtari. These were the sons of Naarah. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:24; Genesis 4:19; 1 Samuel 1:2

7 Helah’s sons were Zereth, Jezoar, and Ethnan. 

 Cross References: Exodus 6:18; Numbers 3:19; 1 Chronicles 4:6

The Line of Coz and the Prayer of Jabez

8 Coz was the father of Anub and Zobebah, and he was also related to the families of Aharhel, the son of Harum. 

 Cross References: Ezra 2:61; Nehemiah 3:4; Nehemiah 7:63

9 Jabez was more respected than his brothers. His mother named him Jabez, saying, “I gave birth to him in pain.” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:55; Genesis 35:18; 1 Chronicles 4:10

10 Jabez prayed to the God of Israel and said, “Oh Lord, bless me greatly and expand my territory! 

Let Your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I may be free from pain.” And God gave him what he asked for. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 3:5; Genesis 32:26; James 4:2

Other Descendants of Judah

11 Chelub, the brother of Shuhah, had a son named Mehir, who was the father of Eshton. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:18; 1 Chronicles 4:12; Genesis 5:1

12 Eshton was the father of Bethrapha, Paseah, and Tehinnah (the founder of Ir-Nahash). These were the men of Rechah. 

 Cross References: Ezra 2:49; Nehemiah 3:6; Nehemiah 7:51

13 The sons of Kenaz were Othniel and Seraiah. Othniel’s son was Hathath. 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:17; Judges 1:13; Judges 3:9

14 Meonothai was the father of Ophrah. Seraiah was the father of Joab, the founder of the Valley of Craftsmen—so called because many craftsmen lived there. 

 Cross References: Judges 6:11; Judges 8:27; Nehemiah 11:35

More Descendants from Judah’s Line

15 The sons of Caleb (the son of Jephunneh) were Iru, Elah, and Naam. Elah’s son was Kenaz. 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:6; Joshua 14:6; Numbers 32:12

16 The sons of Jehaleleel were Ziph, Ziphah, Tiria, and Asarel. 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:24; 1 Samuel 23:14; 1 Samuel 26:1

17 The sons of Ezra were Jether, Mered, Epher, and Jalon. Mered’s wife gave birth to Miriam, Shammai, and Ishbah (founder of Eshtemoa). 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:48; Joshua 21:14; 1 Samuel 30:28

18 His other wife, a woman from Judah named Jehudijah, gave birth to Jered (founder of Gedor), Heber (founder of Soco), and Jekuthiel (founder of Zanoah). These were the sons of Bithiah, daughter of Pharaoh, whom Mered had married. 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:35; Nehemiah 3:13; Exodus 2:10

19 The sons of his wife Hodiah (sister of Naham) included the founder of Keilah the Garmite and Eshtemoa the Maacathite. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 23:1; Joshua 15:44; Nehemiah 3:17

Family Lines of Shimon, Ishi, and Shelah

20 The sons of Shimon were Amnon, Rinnah, Ben-Hanan, and Tilon. The sons of Ishi were Zoheth and Ben-Zoheth. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 4:16; Numbers 26:20; 1 Chronicles 2:3

21 Shelah, son of Judah, had sons named Er (founder of Lecah), Laadah (founder of Mareshah), and the clans of linen workers at Beth-Ashbea. 

 Cross References: Genesis 38:5; Genesis 46:12; Joshua 15:44

22 He also had sons Jokim, the men of Cozeba, and Joash and Saraph, who ruled over Moab and returned to Bethlehem. These events are ancient history. 

 Cross References: Ruth 1:1; Genesis 19:37; Ruth 1:22

23 These men were potters and lived in areas surrounded by hedges and gardens. They lived there and worked for the king. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 18:3; Joshua 15:36; Isaiah 64:8

The Tribe of Simeon

24 The sons of Simeon were Nemuel, Jamin, Jarib, Zerah, and Shaul. 

 Cross References: Genesis 46:10; Numbers 26:12; Exodus 6:15

25 Shaul’s son was Shallum, then Mibsam, then Mishma. 

 Cross References: Genesis 46:10; Numbers 26:13; 1 Chronicles 4:24

26 Mishma’s son was Hamuel, then Zacchur, then Shimei. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:13; Genesis 25:14; 1 Chronicles 4:25

27 Shimei had sixteen sons and six daughters, but his relatives didn’t have many children, and their clans didn’t grow as large as those of Judah. 

 Cross References: Genesis 49:7; Numbers 26:14; Numbers 1:23

Settlements of Simeon’s People

28 They lived in Beersheba, Moladah, Hazar-shual, 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:2; Joshua 15:26; Genesis 21:31

29 Bilhah, Ezem, Tolad, 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:3; Joshua 15:29; 1 Chronicles 4:28

30 Bethuel, Hormah, Ziklag, 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:4; Numbers 21:3; 1 Samuel 27:6

31 Beth-marcaboth, Hazar-susim, Beth-birei, and Shaaraim. These cities belonged to them until the time of King David. 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:5; Joshua 15:36; 1 Samuel 17:52

32 Their villages included Etam, Ain, Rimmon, Tochen, and Ashan—five towns—

 Cross References: Joshua 19:7; Joshua 15:32; Zechariah 14:10

33 along with all the nearby villages as far as Baal. This was where they lived, according to their family records. 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:8; 1 Chronicles 4:31; Nehemiah 7:5

Leaders and Warriors of Simeon

34 The leaders of these clans were: Meshobab, Jamlech, Joshah (son of Amaziah), Cross References: 1 Chronicles 4:38; Numbers 1:16; Numbers 26:12

35 Joel, Jehu (son of Josibiah, son of Seraiah, son of Asiel), Cross References: 1 Chronicles 4:34; Numbers 26:13; 1 Chronicles 4:36

36 Elioenai, Jaakobah, Jeshohaiah, Asaiah, Adiel, Jesimiel, and Benaiah, Cross References: 1 Chronicles 4:35; Numbers 26:14; 1 Chronicles 4:37

37 along with Ziza (son of Shiphi, son of Allon, son of Jedaiah, son of Shimri, son of Shemaiah). 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 4:36; Numbers 26:13; 1 Chronicles 4:38

38 These were the heads of their clans, and their families grew greatly in number. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:4; 1 Chronicles 5:7; 1 Chronicles 4:27

Simeon Expands and Defeats Enemies

39 They traveled to the region of Gedor, to the east side of the valley, looking for good pasture for their flocks. 

 Cross References: Genesis 13:2; Judges 18:1; Joshua 19:47

40 They found lush, rich pasture and a spacious, peaceful land. The people who had lived there before were descendants of Ham. 

 Cross References: Judges 18:9; Genesis 10:6; Psalm 105:24

41 During the reign of King Hezekiah of Judah, these Simeonites attacked and destroyed the people living there. They wiped them out completely and settled in their place because there was pasture for their animals. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 29:1; 2 Chronicles 26:7; Judges 18:27

42 Five hundred of them from the tribe of Simeon went to Mount Seir. Their leaders were Pelatiah, Neariah, Rephaiah, and Uzziel—sons of Ishi. 

 Cross References: Genesis 36:8; 2 Chronicles 20:22; Obadiah 1:19

43 They defeated the remaining Amalekites who had survived and have lived there to this day. 

 Cross References: Exodus 17:14; 1 Samuel 15:8; 1 Samuel 30:17

Key Lessons from 1 Chronicles Chapter 4

1.  God Honors Sincere Prayer The story of Jabez shows us that God listens to heartfelt, humble prayers. His request was simple, yet powerful—and God answered. 2.  Even Ordinary Names Have a Place Though many names in this chapter seem obscure, every person listed mattered in God's plan. Your name, your story, and your place in God's family matter too. 3.  Faith Can Bring Expansion Jabez asked for his territory to be enlarged. God still responds to people who believe big and trust Him for more—not just physically, but spiritually. 4.  Legacy Is Recorded by Faithfulness

The record of Simeon’s tribes and their conquests shows how obedience and unity can bring increase, even when others fade from history. 5.  God Provides for His People The Simeonites found fertile and peaceful land, reminding us that God can lead us to rest and provision—especially when we walk by faith. 

1 Chronicles Chapter 5 — Crawford Standard Bible

Reuben’s Lost Birthright

1 Reuben was Israel’s firstborn son, but because he dishonored his father by sleeping with his concubine, his birthright was given to the sons of Joseph, son of Israel. So the genealogy doesn’t list Reuben as having the birthright. 

 Cross References: Genesis 49:3; Genesis 35:22; Genesis 48:5

2 Though Judah became the leading tribe and a ruler came from him, the actual birthright belonged to Joseph. 

 Cross References: Genesis 49:8; 1 Chronicles 28:4; 1 Chronicles 5:1

3 Reuben’s sons were Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi. 

 Cross References: Genesis 46:9; Exodus 6:14; Numbers 26:5

The Line of Joel and the Captivity of Beerah

4 Reuben’s descendant Joel had a son named Shemaiah. Shemaiah’s son was Gog, then came Shimei, Cross References: 1 Chronicles 5:3; 1 Chronicles 5:8; Numbers 32:33

5 followed by Micah, Reaiah, Baal, 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 5:4; Numbers 26:5; 1 Chronicles 5:6

6 and Beerah. Beerah was a leader of the Reubenites, but he was taken as a captive by Tiglath-Pileser, king of Assyria. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 15:29; 1 Chronicles 5:26; 2 Kings 17:6

7 Reuben’s relatives, based on family lines, included leaders like Jeiel and Zechariah, Cross References: 1 Chronicles 5:17; Numbers 26:7; 1 Chronicles 9:1

8 and Bela, the son of Azaz, son of Shema, son of Joel. Bela lived in Aroer and extended his territory all the way to Nebo and Baal-meon. 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:34; Joshua 13:16; Numbers 32:38

The Reubenites and the War with the Hagarites

9 To the east, Reuben’s descendants lived as far as the edge of the wilderness near the Euphrates River, because they had many livestock in the land of Gilead. 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:1; Genesis 13:2; Numbers 32:26

10 During the time of King Saul, they fought against the Hagarites and defeated them. Afterward, they settled in their tents throughout the eastern region of Gilead. 

 Cross References: Psalm 83:6; 1 Chronicles 5:19; Genesis 25:12

The Tribe of Gad

11 The tribe of Gad lived next to them in the land of Bashan, reaching as far as Salcah. 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:34; Joshua 13:24; Deuteronomy 3:10

12 Their leaders were Joel (the chief), followed by Shapham, then Jaanai, and Shaphat in Bashan. 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:1; 1 Chronicles 5:11; Deuteronomy 3:13

13 Their relatives from their families included Michael, Meshullam, Sheba, Jorai, Jachan, Zia, and Heber—seven men in total. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 5:11; Numbers 26:15; Genesis 46:16

14 These were descendants of Abihail, son of Huri, son of Jaroah, son of Gilead, son of Michael, son of Jeshishai, son of Jahdo, son of Buz. 

 Cross References: Genesis 22:21; Job 32:2; 1 Chronicles 5:15

15 Ahi, the son of Abdiel and grandson of Guni, was a leader of their family. 

 Cross References: Genesis 46:16; Numbers 26:15; 1 Chronicles 5:14

The Settlements of Gad and Manasseh

16 They lived in Gilead, in Bashan, and in the towns around it, as well as in the open country of Sharon. 

 Cross References: Numbers 32:26; Joshua 13:24; 1 Chronicles 27:29

17 All these names were recorded in genealogical records during the reigns of King Jotham of Judah and King Jeroboam of Israel. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 15:32; 2 Kings 14:23; 1 Chronicles 5:7

The Eastern Tribes Go to War

18 The tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the eastern half of Manasseh had 44,760 skilled warriors—men trained to carry shields and swords, skilled with bows, and experienced in battle. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:20; Numbers 26:7; 1 Chronicles 12:37

19 They went to war against the Hagarites and their allies: Jetur, Naphish, and Nodab. 

 Cross References: Genesis 25:15; 1 Chronicles 1:31; Psalm 83:6

20 God helped them in the battle. The Hagarites and all their allies were defeated, because the tribes cried out to God for help during the battle. He answered their prayer because they trusted Him. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 20:20; Psalm 20:7; 2 Chronicles 13:14

21 They took a huge amount of livestock: 50,000 camels, 250,000 sheep, 2,000 donkeys, and 100,000 captives. 

 Cross References: Numbers 31:32; Judges 6:5; 2 Chronicles 14:15

22 Many of their enemies were killed, because the battle was God’s doing. The Israelites lived in their place until the time of the exile. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 17:47; 2 Chronicles 20:15; 1 Chronicles 5:6

The Half-Tribe of Manasseh and Their Downfall

23 The eastern half-tribe of Manasseh lived in the land and multiplied from Bashan to Baal-hermon, Senir, and Mount Hermon. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 3:8; Joshua 13:11; Song of Solomon 4:8

24 These were their family leaders: Epher, Ishi, Eliel, Azriel, Jeremiah, Hodaviah, and Jahdiel. They were brave warriors, famous men, and respected leaders of their clans. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 5:18; Numbers 26:29; Joshua 17:1

25 But they were unfaithful to the God of their ancestors. They began worshiping the gods of the nations that God had driven out before them. 

 Cross References: Judges 2:11; Deuteronomy 31:16; Hosea 4:12

Assyrian Exile of the Eastern Tribes

26 So the God of Israel stirred the spirit of Pul (also known as Tiglath-Pileser), king of Assyria. He invaded and took away the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh. He deported them to Halah, Habor, Hara, and the Gozan River, where they remain to this day. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 15:19; 2 Kings 17:6; 2 Kings 18:11

Key Lessons from 1 Chronicles Chapter 5

1.  Honor Matters to God Reuben lost his birthright because of dishonor. Choices rooted in sin can have lasting consequences—even across generations. 2.  Leadership and Blessing Are Separate Judah was given leadership, but the birthright went to Joseph. God can assign different roles to different tribes or people—according to His purposes. 3.  Victory Comes Through Trust in God The eastern tribes won their battles not through strength alone but because they trusted God and cried out to Him. God responds to humble, believing hearts. 4.  Faithfulness Determines Legacy Though these tribes were once mighty and blessed, they were later removed from the land because they turned to idols. Faithfulness to God is essential for lasting blessing. 5.  God Judges His People Justly Even God’s chosen people are not above discipline. When they forsook Him, He allowed Assyria to take them into captivity—a sobering reminder that God expects loyalty. 

1 Chronicles Chapter 6 — Crawford Standard Bible

The Sons of Levi

1 The sons of Levi were Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 

 Cross References: Genesis 46:11; Exodus 6:16; Numbers 3:17

2 Kohath’s sons were Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel. 

 Cross References: Exodus 6:18; Numbers 3:19; 1 Chronicles 23:12

3 Amram’s children were Aaron, Moses, and Miriam. Aaron’s sons were Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 

 Cross References: Exodus 6:20; Exodus 6:23; Numbers 26:59

Priestly Line from Aaron to the Exile

4 Eleazar was the father of Phinehas, who fathered Abishua. 

 Cross References: Numbers 25:11; Numbers 20:28; Ezra 7:5

5 Abishua fathered Bukki, and Bukki fathered Uzzi. 

 Cross References: Ezra 7:4; 1 Chronicles 6:6; 1 Chronicles 6:51

6 Uzzi fathered Zerahiah, and Zerahiah fathered Meraioth. 

 Cross References: Ezra 7:3; 1 Chronicles 6:51; Ezra 7:6

7 Meraioth fathered Amariah, and Amariah fathered Ahitub. 

 Cross References: Ezra 7:3; 1 Chronicles 9:11; 1 Chronicles 6:52

8 Ahitub fathered Zadok, and Zadok fathered Ahimaaz. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 8:17; 1 Kings 1:8; 2 Samuel 15:27

9 Ahimaaz fathered Azariah, and Azariah fathered Johanan. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 15:36; 1 Kings 4:2; 1 Chronicles 6:10

10 Johanan fathered Azariah, who served as priest in the temple that Solomon built in Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 6:1; 2 Chronicles 26:17; 1 Kings 8:11

11 Azariah fathered Amariah, who fathered Ahitub. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 19:11; 1 Chronicles 6:7; 1 Chronicles 6:52

12 Ahitub fathered Zadok, and Zadok fathered Shallum. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 9:11; Ezra 7:2; Nehemiah 11:11

13 Shallum fathered Hilkiah, and Hilkiah fathered Azariah. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 22:8; Ezra 7:1; 2 Chronicles 34:14

14 Azariah fathered Seraiah, and Seraiah fathered Jehozadak. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:18; Ezra 7:1; Jeremiah 52:24

15 Jehozadak was taken into captivity when the Lord sent Judah and Jerusalem into exile by the hand of King Nebuchadnezzar. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:21; Haggai 1:1; Ezra 3:2

Levi’s Sons and Families

16 The sons of Levi were Gershom, Kohath, and Merari. 

 Cross References: Genesis 46:11; Exodus 6:16; Numbers 3:17

17 Gershom’s sons were Libni and Shimei. 

 Cross References: Exodus 6:17; Numbers 3:18; Numbers 3:21

18 Kohath’s sons were Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel. 

 Cross References: Exodus 6:18; Numbers 3:19; 1 Chronicles 6:2

19 Merari’s sons were Mahli and Mushi. These were the families of the Levites. 

 Cross References: Exodus 6:19; Numbers 3:20; Numbers 26:58

Genealogy of Gershom, Kohath, and Merari

20 Gershom’s line: Libni, Jahath, Zimmah, 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:21; 1 Chronicles 6:43; 1 Chronicles 23:7

21 Joah, Iddo, Zerah, and Jeaterai. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:41; 2 Chronicles 29:12; 1 Chronicles 26:21

22 Kohath’s line: Amminadab, Korah, Assir, 

 Cross References: Exodus 6:24; Numbers 16:1; Numbers 26:11

23 Elkanah, Ebiasaph, another Assir, 

 Cross References: Exodus 6:24; 1 Chronicles 9:19; 1 Chronicles 26:1

24 Tahath, Uriel, Uzziah, and Shaul. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:37; 1 Chronicles 15:5; 1 Chronicles 23:20

25 Elkanah’s sons were Amasai and Ahimoth. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:35; 1 Chronicles 12:18; 1 Chronicles 6:26

26 Elkanah’s line continued through Zophai, Nahath, 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 1:1; 1 Chronicles 6:34; 1 Chronicles 6:27

27 Eliab, Jeroham, and Elkanah again. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 1:1; 1 Samuel 1:19; 1 Chronicles 6:34

28 Samuel’s sons were Vashni (his firstborn) and Abiah. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 8:2; 1 Chronicles 6:33; 1 Samuel 1:20

The Line of Merari

29 Merari’s sons were Mahli, Libni, Shimei, Uzzah, 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:20; 1 Chronicles 6:44; 2 Samuel 6:6

30 Shimea, Haggiah, and Asaiah. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:44; 1 Chronicles 15:6; 1 Chronicles 9:14

Levitical Musicians Appointed by David

31 These are the men King David appointed to lead the music in the house of the Lord after the ark was placed in its resting place. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 15:16; 1 Chronicles 16:4; 2 Samuel 6:17

32 They served with music in front of the Tabernacle—the Tent of Meeting—until Solomon built the Temple in Jerusalem. Then they served in their appointed roles. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 16:37; 1 Kings 8:10; 1 Chronicles 25:1

Genealogy of Heman, Asaph, and Ethan

33 These are the ones who served with their families: From the Kohathites: Heman the singer, son of Joel, son of Samuel, 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 15:17; 1 Chronicles 25:5; Psalm 88:1

34 son of Elkanah, son of Jeroham, son of Eliel, son of Toah, Cross References: 1 Samuel 1:1; 1 Chronicles 6:27; 1 Chronicles 6:26

35 son of Zuph, son of Elkanah, son of Mahath, son of Amasai, Cross References: 1 Samuel 1:1; 1 Chronicles 6:26; 1 Chronicles 6:25

36 son of Elkanah, son of Joel, son of Azariah, son of Zephaniah, Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:24; 1 Samuel 8:2; 1 Chronicles 6:6

37 son of Tahath, son of Assir, son of Ebiasaph, son of Korah, Cross References: Exodus 6:24; 1 Chronicles 6:22; Numbers 16:1

38 son of Izhar, son of Kohath, son of Levi, son of Israel (Jacob). To his right stood Asaph, the son of Berechiah, son of Shimea, 

 Cross References: Exodus 6:18; Genesis 46:11; Numbers 3:19

40 son of Michael, son of Baaseiah, son of Malchiah, 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 15:17; 1 Chronicles 16:5; 1 Chronicles 25:1

41 son of Ethni, son of Zerah, son of Adaiah, 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:21; 1 Chronicles 9:12; 1 Chronicles 6:20

42 son of Ethan, son of Zimmah, son of Shimei, Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:20; 1 Chronicles 15:17; 1 Chronicles 6:44

43 son of Jahath, son of Gershom, son of Levi. To his left stood Ethan, from the Merarites—son of Kishi, son of Abdi, son of Malluch, 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:20; Genesis 46:11; Numbers 3:21

45 son of Hashabiah, son of Amaziah, son of Hilkiah, 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 25:3; Ezra 8:24; 1 Chronicles 6:19

46 son of Amzi, son of Bani, son of Shamer, 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 11:22; 1 Chronicles 6:29; Ezra 10:34

47 son of Mahli, son of Mushi, son of Merari, son of Levi. 

 Cross References: Exodus 6:19; Numbers 3:20; Numbers 26:58

Duties of the Levites and Priests

48 Their relatives the Levites were assigned to all sorts of tasks in the service of the Tabernacle, the house of God. 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:6; Numbers 8:19; Numbers 18:6

49 But Aaron and his sons were the ones assigned to the altar of burnt offering and the altar of incense. They took care of everything in the Most Holy Place and made atonement for Israel, just as Moses, the servant of God, had commanded. 

 Cross References: Exodus 30:7; Leviticus 16:32; Numbers 18:7

Genealogy of the Priests

50 These were the descendants of Aaron: Eleazar, Phinehas, Abishua, Cross References: Exodus 6:23; 1 Chronicles 6:4; Ezra 7:5

51 Bukki, Uzzi, Zerahiah, 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:5; Ezra 7:4; 1 Chronicles 9:11

52 Meraioth, Amariah, Ahitub, 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:7; Ezra 7:3; Nehemiah 11:11

53 Zadok, and Ahimaaz. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:8; 2 Samuel 15:27; 1 Kings 4:2

Settlements of the Priests and Levites

54 These are the places where Aaron’s descendants (the Kohathite families) lived, assigned to them by lot:

 Cross References: Joshua 21:4; Joshua 21:10; Numbers 35:2

55 They were given Hebron in Judah with its surrounding pasturelands. 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:11; Joshua 14:13; Joshua 20:7

56 But the fields and villages around the city were given to Caleb son of Jephunneh. 

 Cross References: Joshua 14:13; Joshua 21:12; Numbers 14:24

57 To the sons of Aaron they gave cities of refuge—Hebron, Libnah, Jattir, Eshtemoa, Cross References: Joshua 21:13; Joshua 20:7; Numbers 35:6

58 Hilen, Debir, 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:15; Joshua 15:49; Joshua 10:38

59 Ashan, and Beth Shemesh, all with their pasturelands. 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:16; 1 Samuel 6:12; Joshua 15:42

60 From the tribe of Benjamin, they received Geba, Alemeth, and Anathoth, with pastures. In total, thirteen cities were given to Aaron’s descendants. 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:17; Jeremiah 1:1; 1 Kings 2:26

Cities Given to Other Levites

61 The remaining Kohathite families received ten cities from the half-tribe of Manasseh. 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:5; Numbers 34:14; Joshua 21:20

62 Gershom’s descendants received thirteen cities from the tribes of Issachar, Asher, Naphtali, and from Manasseh in Bashan. 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:6; Joshua 21:27; Numbers 3:25

63 Merari’s descendants received twelve cities by lot from the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and Zebulun. 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:7; Joshua 21:34; Numbers 3:33

Cities Assigned by Lot

64 The Israelites gave these cities with their surrounding pasturelands to the Levites. 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:3; Numbers 35:2; Joshua 21:41

65 They received these cities by name from the tribes of Judah, Simeon, and Benjamin. 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:9; Joshua 19:1; Joshua 21:4

Further Inheritance Details

66 Other Kohathite families received towns from the tribe of Ephraim. 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:20; Joshua 21:5; 1 Kings 4:8

67 They were given cities of refuge: Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim, Gezer, Cross References: Joshua 21:21; Joshua 20:7; Genesis 33:18

68 Jokmeam, Beth Horon, 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:22; Joshua 10:10; 1 Kings 9:17

69 Aijalon, and Gath Rimmon, all with pasturelands. 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:24; Joshua 10:12; Judges 1:35

Cities from Other Tribes

70 From the half-tribe of Manasseh: Aner and Bileam with pastures for the Kohathite clans. 

Gershom received:

 Cross References: Joshua 21:25; Joshua 17:11; 1 Chronicles 7:29

71 From Manasseh in Bashan: Golan and Ashtaroth. 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:27; Deuteronomy 4:43; Joshua 20:8

72 From Issachar: Kedesh, Daberath, 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:28; Joshua 19:12; Joshua 19:20

73 Ramoth, and Anem. 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:29; Joshua 19:21; Joshua 19:19

74 From Asher: Mashal, Abdon, 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:30; Joshua 19:26; Joshua 21:31

75 Hukok, and Rehob. 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:31; Joshua 19:28; Joshua 19:30

76 From Naphtali: Kedesh in Galilee, Hammon, and Kirjathaim. Merari received: Cross References: Joshua 21:32; Joshua 20:7; Joshua 19:37

77 From Zebulun: Rimmon and Tabor. 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:34; Judges 4:6; Joshua 19:22

78 On the east side of the Jordan near Jericho, from Reuben: Bezer, Jahzah, Cross References: Joshua 21:36; Deuteronomy 4:43; Joshua 20:8

79 Kedemoth, and Mephaath. 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:37; Joshua 13:18; Deuteronomy 2:26

80 From Gad: Ramoth in Gilead, Mahanaim, 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:38; Joshua 20:8; Genesis 32:2

81 Heshbon, and Jazer—all with pasturelands. 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:39; Numbers 21:25; Numbers 32:1

Key Lessons from 1 Chronicles Chapter 6

1.  God Values Worship and Order The Levites had different assignments—some for worship, some for priestly work, and others for support roles. Every task mattered in God’s house. 2. 

Faithfulness Spans Generations The lineage from Aaron to the exile shows how God's calling can continue across centuries—if we remain faithful. 3.  Music and Ministry Go Together David’s appointment of singers and musicians reminds us that worship through music is a vital part of ministering before the Lord. 4.  Obedience Leads to Provision The Levites received cities and lands as God had promised—not for conquest, but because of their obedience and dedication to serving in His house. 5.  God Honors Legacy in His Presence From Heman to Asaph to Ethan, the worship leaders had deep spiritual roots. God honors those who dedicate their families and talents to Him. 

1 Chronicles Chapter 7 — Crawford Standard Bible

The Tribe of Issachar

1 The sons of Issachar were Tola, Puah, Jashub, and Shimron—four in total. 

 Cross References: Genesis 46:13; Numbers 26:23; Genesis 49:14

2 The sons of Tola were Uzzi, Rephaiah, Jeriel, Jahmai, Jibsam, and Shemuel. These were family leaders from the line of Tola—strong warriors in their generations. During the time of King David, their numbers totaled 22,600. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:23; Judges 10:1; 1 Chronicles 27:1

3 Uzzi’s son was Izrahiah, and his sons were Michael, Obadiah, Joel, and Ishiah. All five were prominent leaders. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 27:2; 1 Chronicles 12:32; Numbers 26:23

4 These men and their families formed military units totaling 36,000 soldiers, because they had many wives and children. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:29; Numbers 26:25; 1 Chronicles 12:32

5 In total, the families of Issachar had 87,000 mighty warriors, all recorded in their genealogies. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:29; Numbers 26:25; 1 Chronicles 5:17

The Tribe of Benjamin

6 Benjamin had three sons: Bela, Becher, and Jediael. 

 Cross References: Genesis 46:21; Numbers 26:38; 1 Chronicles 8:1

7 Bela’s sons were Ezbon, Uzzi, Uzziel, Jerimoth, and Iri—five in all. They were heads of families, mighty warriors. Their genealogical record showed 22,034 men. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:40; 1 Chronicles 8:3; Genesis 46:21

8 Becher’s sons were Zemira, Joash, Eliezer, Elioenai, Omri, Jerimoth, Abijah, Anathoth, and Alemeth. 

 Cross References: Genesis 46:21; Numbers 26:35; 1 Chronicles 7:20

9 These men were heads of families, recorded by generation, totaling 20,200 warriors. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:37; Numbers 26:41; 1 Chronicles 12:2

10 Jediael’s son was Bilhan. Bilhan’s sons were Jeush, Benjamin, Ehud, Chenaanah, Zethan, Tarshish, and Ahishahar. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 7:6; 1 Chronicles 12:20; Genesis 46:21

11 All of them were warriors and family leaders—17,200 in total, ready for battle. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:41; 1 Chronicles 12:2; Judges 20:15

12 Also listed are Shuppim and Huppim (sons of Ir) and Hushim (descendant of Aher). 

 Cross References: Genesis 46:21; Numbers 26:39; Genesis 46:23

The Tribe of Naphtali

13 The sons of Naphtali were Jahziel, Guni, Jezer, and Shallum—descendants of Bilhah. 

 Cross References: Genesis 46:24; Numbers 26:48; Genesis 30:8

The Tribe of Manasseh

14 The sons of Manasseh were: Ashriel (born by his wife), and Machir (born by his Aramean concubine), who was the father of Gilead. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:31; Numbers 27:1; Joshua 17:1

15 Machir married a sister of Shuppim and Huppim. Her name was Maacah. Their second son was Zelophehad, who had only daughters. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:33; Numbers 27:1; Numbers 36:1

16 Maacah, wife of Machir, gave birth to Peresh, and his brother was Sheresh. Sheresh’s sons were Ulam and Rakem. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:29; Joshua 17:1; Genesis 50:23

17 Ulam’s son was Bedan. These were descendants of Gilead, son of Machir, son of Manasseh. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:29; Joshua 17:1; 1 Samuel 12:11

18 Gilead’s sister Hammoleketh gave birth to Ishod, Abiezer, and Mahalah. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:30; Joshua 17:2; Judges 6:11

19 Shemidah’s sons were Ahian, Shechem, Likhi, and Aniam. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:32; Joshua 17:2; Numbers 26:31

The Tribe of Ephraim

20 The sons of Ephraim were Shuthelah, Bered, Tahath, Eladah, and Tahath again, Cross References: Genesis 46:20; Numbers 26:35; Genesis 41:52

21 followed by Zabad and another Shuthelah. Ephraim also had sons Ezer and Elead, who were killed by men of Gath when they tried to steal livestock. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:35; Joshua 16:5; 1 Chronicles 7:20

22 Ephraim mourned for many days, and his brothers came to comfort him. 

 Cross References: Genesis 37:34; Job 2:11; Genesis 50:10

23 Then Ephraim had another son with his wife, and he named him Beriah, meaning “trouble,” 

because his house had suffered loss. 

 Cross References: Genesis 35:18; Genesis 41:52; Genesis 30:24

24 His daughter was Sheerah, who built the towns of Lower and Upper Beth-horon and Uzzen-sheerah. 

 Cross References: Joshua 16:3; Joshua 16:5; Joshua 21:22

25 Beriah’s line continued through Rephah, Resheph, Telah, and Tahan, Cross References: Numbers 26:35; Numbers 26:36; Joshua 16:1

26 then Laadan, Ammihud, Elishama, 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:10; Numbers 2:18; Numbers 7:48

27 Non, and finally Joshua (Jehoshua). 

 Cross References: Exodus 33:11; Numbers 13:8; Joshua 1:1

Settlements of the Tribes of Joseph

28 The land they lived in included Bethel and its nearby towns, Naaran to the east, Gezer to the west, and Shechem and Gaza with their surrounding towns. 

 Cross References: Joshua 16:2; Joshua 21:21; Judges 1:29

29 Also included were Beth-shean, Taanach, Megiddo, and Dor with their towns. These belonged to the descendants of Joseph, the son of Israel. 

 Cross References: Joshua 17:11; Judges 1:27; Joshua 12:21

The Tribe of Asher

30 The sons of Asher were Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi, Beriah, and their sister Serah. 

 Cross References: Genesis 46:17; Numbers 26:44; Genesis 30:13

31 Beriah’s sons were Heber and Malchiel (the founder of Birzaith). 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:45; Genesis 46:17; Joshua 19:25

32 Heber’s sons were Japhlet, Shomer, Hotham, and their sister Shua. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:45; Genesis 46:17; Joshua 19:24

33 Japhlet’s sons were Pasach, Bimhal, and Ashvath. 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:24; Numbers 26:45; Genesis 46:17

34 Shomer’s sons were Ahi, Rohgah, Jehubbah, and Aram. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:44; Genesis 46:17; Joshua 19:25

35 Helem’s sons (Shomer’s brother) were Zophah, Imna, Shelesh, and Amal. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:44; Genesis 46:17; Joshua 19:26

36 Zophah’s sons were Suah, Harnepher, Shual, Beri, and Imrah, Cross References: Numbers 26:44; Genesis 46:17; Joshua 19:28

37 along with Bezer, Hod, Shamma, Shilshah, Ithran, and Beera. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:45; Genesis 46:17; Joshua 19:29

38 Jether’s sons were Jephunneh, Pispa, and Ara. 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:6; Numbers 26:45; Genesis 46:17

39 Ulla’s sons were Arah, Haniel, and Rezia. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:45; Genesis 46:17; Joshua 19:30

40 All these were descendants of Asher, heads of their families, respected warriors, and leaders among the princes. Their genealogical record lists 26,000 men ready for war and battle. 

 Cross References: Numbers 1:41; Numbers 26:47; Deuteronomy 33:24

Key Lessons from 1 Chronicles Chapter 7

1.  God Honors Generational Strength and Courage The chapter highlights thousands of warriors from various tribes, emphasizing that strength, bravery, and leadership were passed down through generations. 2.  Legacy Isn’t Just Numbers—It’s Purpose Many are counted, but only some stories stand out—like Ephraim’s sorrow and the building efforts of his daughter Sheerah. Our impact isn’t measured by number alone, but by faith, character, and action. 3.  Women Had Influence Too Sheerah, daughter of Ephraim, built cities—showing that even in a male-dominated record, God honored the legacy and achievements of women. 4.  Faithfulness Leads to Readiness The 26,000

men of Asher and the large armies from Issachar, Benjamin, and others weren’t just physically strong—they were prepared. God honors preparation. 5.  Grief and Hope Can Coexist Ephraim’s mourning over lost sons didn’t stop God’s purpose—He gave him another son, Beriah, and through him came a continued legacy, eventually leading to Joshua. 

1 Chronicles Chapter 8 — Crawford Standard Bible

Benjamin’s Lineage

1 Benjamin’s sons were:

 Cross References: Genesis 46:21; Numbers 26:38; 1 Chronicles 7:6

•  Bela (his firstborn), 

•  Ashbel (second), 

•  Aharah (third), 

2 Nohah (fourth), 

 Cross References: Genesis 46:21; Numbers 26:39; 1 Chronicles 7:6

•  Rapha (fifth). 

The Descendants of Bela

3 Bela’s sons were Addar, Gera, and Abihud, 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:40; Genesis 46:21; 1 Chronicles 7:7

4 Abishua, Naaman, Ahoah, 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:40; Genesis 46:21; 1 Chronicles 8:3

5 Gera, Shephuphan, and Huram. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:39; Genesis 46:21; 1 Chronicles 7:12

The Line of Ehud and His Settlement

6 These were the sons of Ehud—heads of families who lived in Geba. They were taken as settlers to Manahath. 

 Cross References: Judges 3:15; Joshua 18:24; Joshua 21:17

7 Ehud’s descendants included Naaman, Ahiah, and Gera, who led them into exile. Gera was the father of Uzza and Ahihud. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:40; Genesis 46:21; Judges 3:15

Shaharaim’s Family in Moab

8 Shaharaim had children in the land of Moab after he had sent away his wives Hushim and Baara. 

 Cross References: Ruth 1:1; Genesis 19:37; Numbers 21:29

9 By his wife Hodesh, he had Jobab, Zibia, Mesha, Malcham, 

 Cross References: Joshua 13:9; 2 Kings 3:4; Genesis 46:21

10 Jeuz, Shachia, and Mirma. These were his sons, all heads of their families. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 8:6; 1 Chronicles 7:9; Numbers 26:38

11 By Hushim, he had Abitub and Elpaal. 

 Cross References: Genesis 46:23; 1 Chronicles 7:12; 1 Chronicles 8:8

Builders and Warriors from Elpaal’s Line

12 The sons of Elpaal were Eber, Misham, and Shamed—who built the towns of Ono and Lod with their surrounding settlements. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 11:35; Ezra 2:33; Nehemiah 6:2

13 Also Beriah and Shema, family leaders of the people in Aijalon, who drove out the people of Gath. 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:42; Judges 1:35; Joshua 10:12

14 They were also related to Ahio, Shashak, and Jeremoth; 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 8:28; 1 Chronicles 7:9; 1 Chronicles 8:6

15 Zebadiah, Arad, Ader; 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 8:17; 1 Chronicles 12:7; 1 Chronicles 26:2

16 Michael, Ispah, and Joha—sons of Beriah. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 5:13; 1 Chronicles 12:20; 1 Chronicles 27:18

17 From Elpaal came Zebadiah, Meshullam, Hezeki, and Heber; 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 9:7; Nehemiah 3:4; 1 Chronicles 8:12

18 Ishmerai, Jezliah, and Jobab. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 8:9; 1 Chronicles 8:12; 1 Chronicles 8:14

The Line of Shimhi and Jeroham

19 The descendants of Shimhi included Jakim, Zichri, Zabdi, 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 8:23; 1 Chronicles 8:27; 1 Chronicles 9:15

20 Elienai, Zilthai, and Eliel; 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 8:22; 1 Chronicles 11:46; 1 Chronicles 12:11

21 Adaiah, Beraiah, and Shimrath. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 9:12; 1 Chronicles 6:41; Nehemiah 11:12

22 Others from the family line were Ishpan, Heber, Eliel, 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 8:12; 1 Chronicles 8:20; 1 Chronicles 11:47

23 Abdon, Zichri, and Hanan; 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 8:30; 1 Chronicles 9:36; Judges 12:13

24 Hananiah, Elam, Antothijah, 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 3:19; Joshua 21:18; Jeremiah 1:1

25 Iphedeiah, and Penuel—sons of Shashak. 

 Cross References: Genesis 32:30; 1 Chronicles 4:4; 1 Chronicles 8:14

26 The sons of Jeroham were Shamsherai, Shehariah, Athaliah, Cross References: 2 Kings 11:1; 1 Chronicles 8:8; Ezra 8:7

27 Jaresiah, Eliah, and Zichri. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 9:8; 1 Chronicles 12:7; 1 Chronicles 27:22

Prominent Families in Jerusalem

28 These men were heads of their family lines—chiefs who lived in Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 9:34; Nehemiah 11:7; 1 Chronicles 9:3

The Family of Gibeon and Saul

29 The family of Gibeon lived in Gibeon. The head of the family was the father of Gibeon, and his wife’s name was Maacah. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 9:35; Joshua 9:3; Joshua 18:25

30 His firstborn son was Abdon, followed by Zur, Kish, Baal, Nadab, Cross References: 1 Chronicles 9:36; 1 Samuel 9:1; 1 Chronicles 8:33

31 Gedor, Ahio, and Zacher. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 9:37; Joshua 15:58; 1 Chronicles 4:4

32 Mikloth was the father of Shimeah. They also lived in Jerusalem near their relatives. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 9:38; 2 Samuel 21:21; 1 Chronicles 8:28

The Royal Line of Saul

33 Ner was the father of Kish, Kish was the father of Saul. Saul was the father of Jonathan, Malchishua, Abinadab, and Eshbaal. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 9:1; 1 Samuel 14:49; 1 Samuel 31:2

34 Jonathan’s son was Meribbaal, and Meribbaal’s son was Micah. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 4:4; 2 Samuel 9:6; 2 Samuel 9:12

35 Micah’s sons were Pithon, Melech, Tarea, and Ahaz. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 9:41; 2 Samuel 9:12; 1 Chronicles 8:34

36 Ahaz was the father of Jehoaddah, who was the father of Alemeth, Azmaveth, and Zimri. Zimri was the father of Moza. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 9:42; 1 Chronicles 12:3; 1 Chronicles 27:25

37 Moza was the father of Binea; Binea was the father of Rapha, who fathered Eleasah, who fathered Azel. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 9:43; 1 Chronicles 8:38; 1 Chronicles 9:44

38 Azel had six sons: Azrikam, Bocheru, Ishmael, Sheariah, Obadiah, and Hanan. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 9:44; 1 Chronicles 3:23; 2 Chronicles 28:7

Warriors from the Line of Eshek

39 Eshek’s brother had three sons: Ulam (firstborn), Jeush (second), and Eliphelet (third). 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 8:40; 2 Samuel 23:34; 1 Chronicles 3:6

40 Ulam’s sons were powerful warriors and skilled archers. They had many sons and grandsons—150 in all. These were all descendants from the tribe of Benjamin. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 12:2; 2 Chronicles 14:8; 1 Chronicles 5:18

Key Lessons from 1 Chronicles Chapter 8

1.  God Values Family History Though the list of names is long, it shows how every generation matters. God records families because each one plays a part in His larger story. 2.  From Ordinary to Royal Saul, Israel’s first king, came from a tribe not originally favored with kingship. God can raise anyone into leadership, regardless of background. 3.  Legacy Is Not Just About You Men like Ulam and Azel left behind a legacy of strength and influence. The next generation carried on what they built. 4.  God Remembers the Unremembered Even those whose stories we know little about—like Sheariah or Antothijah—were still important enough to be named in Scripture. God sees every person. 5.  Strength in Generations The Benjamites were known for being warriors, archers, and leaders. A pattern of strength and courage ran through their line, showing how character can be passed down. 

1 Chronicles Chapter 9 — Crawford Standard Bible

Genealogies Preserved Through Exile

1 All the people of Israel were recorded in genealogies. These records were written in the Book of the Kings of Israel. But the people of Judah were taken captive to Babylon because of their unfaithfulness to God. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:21; Nehemiah 7:5; Ezra 2:1

2 The first people to return and live again in their towns were Israelites, priests, Levites, and temple servants (the Nethinim). 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 11:3; Ezra 2:70; Nehemiah 7:73

The First Residents of Jerusalem After the Exile

3 In Jerusalem lived people from the tribes of Judah, Benjamin, Ephraim, and Manasseh. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 11:4; Nehemiah 11:20; Ezra 2:1

4 Among them was Uthai, son of Ammihud, son of Omri, son of Imri, son of Bani—a descendant of Perez (son of Judah). 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 11:4; Genesis 46:12; Ruth 4:18

5 From the Shilonites: Asaiah, the firstborn, and his sons. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 11:5; Numbers 26:20; Genesis 38:5

6 From the sons of Zerah: Jeuel and 690 of their relatives. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 11:24; Genesis 38:30; Numbers 26:20

7 From the tribe of Benjamin: Sallu son of Meshullam, son of Hodaviah, son of Hassenuah; Cross References: Nehemiah 11:7; 1 Chronicles 8:17; Nehemiah 12:7

8 Ibneiah son of Jeroham; Elah son of Uzzi, son of Michri; and Meshullam son of Shephatiah, son of Reuel, son of Ibnijah. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 11:8; 1 Chronicles 7:3; 1 Chronicles 27:16

9 Their relatives, according to their family records, totaled 956. All were leaders of their families. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 11:8; 1 Chronicles 7:9; 1 Chronicles 8:28

The Priests and Their Responsibilities

10 Among the priests were: Jedaiah, Jehoiarib, and Jachin, 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 11:10; 1 Chronicles 24:7; 1 Chronicles 24:17

11 and Azariah, son of Hilkiah, son of Meshullam, son of Zadok, son of Meraioth, son of Ahitub, the chief officer in God’s temple. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 11:11; 1 Chronicles 6:13; 2 Kings 22:8

12 Also included were Adaiah son of Jeroham, son of Pashhur, son of Malchijah; and Maasai son of Adiel, son of Jahzerah, son of Meshullam, son of Meshillemith, son of Immer. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 11:12; 1 Chronicles 6:14; 1 Chronicles 8:27

13 There were 1,760 priests in total—family leaders, capable men who were qualified to serve in the house of God. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 11:14; 1 Chronicles 24:4; 1 Chronicles 23:24

Levites and Gatekeepers

14 Among the Levites were: Shemaiah son of Hasshub, son of Azrikam, son of Hashabiah, from the family of Merari; 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 11:15; Numbers 3:20; 1 Chronicles 6:19

15 Bakbakkar, Heresh, Galal; and Mattaniah son of Micah, son of Zichri, son of Asaph. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 11:17; 1 Chronicles 6:44; Nehemiah 12:8

16 Obadiah son of Shemaiah, son of Galal, son of Jeduthun; and Berechiah son of Asa, son of Elkanah, who lived in the villages near Netophah. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 11:17; Nehemiah 12:28; 2 Samuel 23:28

The Gatekeepers and Their Roles

17 The gatekeepers were Shallum, Akkub, Talmon, Ahiman, and their relatives. Shallum was the chief. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 11:19; Nehemiah 12:25; Ezra 2:42

18 They guarded the king’s gate on the east side and had served as gatekeepers for the Levites. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 11:19; 1 Chronicles 26:14; Ezekiel 44:1

19 Shallum, son of Kore, son of Ebiasaph, son of Korah, and his relatives (the Korahites), were in charge of guarding the entrances to the sanctuary. Their ancestors had also been responsible for guarding the entrance to the camp of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Exodus 27:16; Numbers 3:31; 1 Chronicles 26:1

20 Phinehas, son of Eleazar, had been their leader in the past, and the Lord was with him. 

 Cross References: Numbers 25:7; Numbers 25:11; Joshua 22:13

21 Zechariah son of Meshelemiah was the gatekeeper at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 26:1; 1 Chronicles 26:14; 1 Chronicles 9:17

Porter Assignments and Legacy

22 In all, 212 men were chosen as gatekeepers. They were listed by family in their villages. David and the prophet Samuel had appointed them to this trustworthy role. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 26:1; 1 Samuel 9:9; 1 Chronicles 23:2

23 They and their descendants guarded the gates of the Lord’s house—the tabernacle. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 26:12; Numbers 3:38; 2 Chronicles 23:19

24 Gatekeepers were posted on all four sides: east, west, north, and south. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 26:13; Ezekiel 48:31; Revelation 21:13

25 Their relatives would come from their towns every seven days to join them for duty. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 26:17; 2 Kings 11:5; 1 Chronicles 23:31

26 These four main gatekeepers were Levites, and they had full responsibility for the rooms and treasuries in the house of God. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 26:20; 1 Chronicles 26:26; 1 Chronicles 28:12

Other Temple Responsibilities

27 They stayed around the house of God because they were responsible for guarding it and opening it every morning. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 26:16; Psalm 134:1; Psalm 84:10

28 Some of them were in charge of the temple’s sacred utensils—they counted them when they were brought in and taken out. 

 Cross References: Ezra 8:26; Numbers 4:15; 1 Chronicles 28:14

29 Others were assigned to care for the furniture and all the other supplies in the sanctuary, including the flour, wine, oil, incense, and spices. 

 Cross References: Exodus 30:34; Leviticus 24:7; Numbers 4:16

30 Certain priests were responsible for preparing the holy anointing oil. 

 Cross References: Exodus 30:25; Exodus 37:29; 1 Chronicles 9:29

31 Mattithiah, the firstborn of Shallum the Korahite, was assigned to oversee the baking of offerings in the pans. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 6:21; 1 Chronicles 23:29; Leviticus 2:5

32 Other Levites (from the Kohathites) were responsible for preparing the showbread every Sabbath. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 24:5; Exodus 25:30; Numbers 4:4

The Musicians

33 These were the singers—leaders of the Levite families—who lived in temple rooms. They were exempt from other duties because they were responsible for music day and night. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 25:1; 1 Chronicles 6:31; Psalm 134:1

34 These leaders of the Levite families lived in Jerusalem and were prominent through all generations. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 8:28; Nehemiah 11:20; 1 Chronicles 6:32

Genealogy of King Saul

35 In Gibeon lived Jeiel (the father of Gibeon), and his wife’s name was Maacah. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 8:29; Joshua 9:3; Joshua 18:25

36 His first son was Abdon, followed by Zur, Kish, Baal, Ner, Nadab, Cross References: 1 Chronicles 8:30; 1 Samuel 9:1; 1 Chronicles 8:33

37 Gedor, Ahio, Zechariah, and Mikloth. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 8:31; 1 Chronicles 9:21; 1 Chronicles 8:32

38 Mikloth was the father of Shimeam. They lived in Jerusalem near their relatives. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 8:32; 2 Samuel 21:21; 1 Chronicles 9:34

39 Ner was the father of Kish; Kish was the father of Saul; and Saul was the father of Jonathan, Malchishua, Abinadab, and Eshbaal. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 8:33; 1 Samuel 14:49; 1 Samuel 31:2

40 Jonathan’s son was Meribbaal, and Meribbaal was the father of Micah. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 8:34; 2 Samuel 9:6; 2 Samuel 4:4

41 Micah’s sons were Pithon, Melech, Tahrea, and Ahaz. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 8:35; 2 Samuel 9:12; 1 Chronicles 9:40

42 Ahaz was the father of Jarah, who was the father of Alemeth, Azmaveth, and Zimri. Zimri was the father of Moza. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 8:36; 1 Chronicles 12:3; 1 Chronicles 27:25

43 Moza was the father of Binea; Binea’s son was Rephaiah; his son was Eleasah; and his son was Azel. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 8:37; 1 Chronicles 9:44; 1 Chronicles 3:21

44 Azel had six sons: Azrikam, Bocheru, Ishmael, Sheariah, Obadiah, and Hanan. These were Azel’s sons. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 8:38; 1 Chronicles 3:23; 2 Chronicles 28:7

Key Lessons from 1 Chronicles Chapter 9

1.  Faithfulness Is Remembered Even after exile, God preserved the names and duties of the faithful—priests, Levites, singers, and gatekeepers. God never forgets those who serve Him. 2. 

Everyone Has a Role in God's House From priests to porters, from singers to bakers—each task in the temple mattered. Your role, no matter how unseen, contributes to God’s work. 3.  Worship Requires Order The detailed organization of the Levites, singers, and gatekeepers shows that worship isn’t random—it’s holy, structured, and intentional. 4.  The Line of Saul Continues The closing genealogy highlights Saul’s descendants, including Jonathan and Micah, pointing to the continued relevance of his family—even after his fall. 5.  God Restores What Was Lost Though Israel fell and went into exile, the return of families to Jerusalem and temple service shows God's faithfulness to restore His people and purpose. 

1 Chronicles Chapter 10 — Crawford Standard Bible

The Battle of Mount Gilboa

1 The Philistines went to war against Israel, and the men of Israel fled before them. Many Israelites were killed on Mount Gilboa. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 31:1; 1 Samuel 28:4; 2 Samuel 1:4

2 The Philistines pressed hard after Saul and his sons, and they killed Jonathan, Abinadab, and Malchishua—Saul’s sons. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 31:2; 1 Samuel 14:49; 2 Samuel 1:4

The Death of King Saul

3 The battle turned fiercely against Saul. The enemy archers spotted him, and he was seriously wounded by their arrows. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 31:3; 1 Kings 22:34; 2 Samuel 1:6

4 Saul said to his armor-bearer, “Draw your sword and kill me before these uncircumcised Philistines come and torture me.” But his armor-bearer was too afraid and refused. So Saul took his own sword and fell on it. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 31:4; Judges 9:54; 2 Samuel 1:14

5 When the armor-bearer saw that Saul was dead, he also fell on his sword and died with him. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 31:5; 2 Samuel 1:15; 2 Samuel 1:16

6 So Saul, his three sons, and his entire house died that day. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 31:6; 1 Samuel 2:34; 2 Samuel 21:12

The Aftermath and Philistine Triumph

7 When the Israelites living in the valley saw the army retreat and heard that Saul and his sons had died, they abandoned their towns and fled. The Philistines came and settled in those towns. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 31:7; 1 Samuel 4:10; 2 Samuel 1:4

8 The next day, the Philistines came to strip the dead and found Saul and his sons lying on Mount Gilboa. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 31:8; 1 Samuel 17:53; 2 Samuel 1:6

9 They stripped off Saul’s armor, cut off his head, and sent messengers throughout the land of the Philistines to spread the news to their idols and their people. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 31:9; 2 Samuel 1:10; 1 Samuel 17:51

10 They placed his armor in the temple of their gods and hung his head in the temple of Dagon. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 31:10; Judges 16:23; 1 Samuel 5:2

The Valor of Jabesh-Gilead

11 When the people of Jabesh-gilead heard what the Philistines had done to Saul, Cross References: 1 Samuel 31:11; 1 Samuel 11:1; 1 Samuel 11:11

12 all the brave men of the town rose up, retrieved the bodies of Saul and his sons, and brought them back to Jabesh. They buried their bones under the oak tree in Jabesh and fasted for seven days. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 31:12; 1 Samuel 31:13; 2 Samuel 2:4

The Reason for Saul’s Downfall

13 Saul died because he was unfaithful to the Lord. He disobeyed the word of the Lord and even consulted a medium to get guidance, 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 15:23; 1 Samuel 28:7; 1 Samuel 13:14

14 instead of seeking the Lord. So the Lord took his life and handed the kingdom over to David, the son of Jesse. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 16:13; 2 Samuel 5:3; 1 Samuel 13:14

Key Lessons from 1 Chronicles Chapter 10

1.  Disobedience Has Consequences Saul’s fall wasn’t just a military loss—it was a spiritual collapse. His failure to obey God and his reliance on forbidden spiritual practices led to his death and the end of his dynasty. 2.  God Requires Faithfulness The contrast between Saul and David is foreshadowed here. Saul turned away from God; David, though imperfect, would be a man after God’s own heart. God honors those who seek Him. 3.  Even Heroes Can Fall Saul was once chosen by God and anointed king, but even the mighty can fall if they reject God’s ways. No one is above accountability. 4.  Honor Amid Defeat The men of Jabesh-gilead displayed great courage and loyalty by rescuing and honoring Saul’s body, reminding us that even in loss, valor and respect still matter. 

5.  God Is Sovereign Over Nations The chapter ends with a reminder that God removed Saul and gave the kingdom to David. Earthly kings rise and fall, but God's will always prevails. 

1 Chronicles Chapter 11 — Crawford Standard Bible

David Is Anointed King of Israel

1 Then all the people of Israel came together to David at Hebron and said, “Look, we are your own flesh and blood. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 5:1; Genesis 29:14; Judges 9:2

2 Even when Saul was king, you were the one who led Israel in and out. And the Lord your God said to you, ‘You will shepherd My people Israel, and you will be their ruler.’” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 5:2; 1 Samuel 18:16; Psalm 78:71

3 So all the elders of Israel came to David at Hebron, and he made a covenant with them there before the Lord. Then they anointed David king over Israel, just as the Lord had spoken through Samuel. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 5:3; 1 Samuel 16:13; 2 Samuel 2:4

David Captures Jerusalem

4 David and all Israel went to Jerusalem (called Jebus at the time). The Jebusites were living there. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 5:6; Joshua 15:63; Judges 1:21

5 The people of Jebus said to David, “You will never get in here.” But David captured the fortress of Zion, which is now called the City of David. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 5:7; 2 Samuel 5:9; Psalm 48:2

6 David said, “Whoever attacks the Jebusites first will become the commander of my army.” Joab, son of Zeruiah, went up first—so he became the commander. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 5:8; 1 Chronicles 27:34; 2 Samuel 2:13

7 David made the fortress his home, and that’s why they called it the City of David. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 5:9; 2 Samuel 5:7; 1 Kings 8:1

8 He built up the city around it, from the Millo and onward. Joab rebuilt the rest of the city. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 5:9; 1 Kings 9:15; 1 Kings 11:27

9 David kept growing stronger and stronger, because the Lord of Heaven’s Armies was with him. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 5:10; 1 Samuel 18:14; 2 Samuel 3:1

David’s Mighty Men: Heroes of Valor

10 These are the leaders of David’s mighty warriors. They joined him in strengthening his kingdom, along with all Israel, to make him king—just as the Lord had promised concerning Israel. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 23:8; 1 Chronicles 12:38; 1 Chronicles 29:24

The First Three Mighty Warriors

11 Here is the list of David’s mighty men:

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 23:8; 1 Chronicles 27:2; 1 Chronicles 11:20

•  Jashobeam, a Hachmonite, was the chief of the officers. He raised his spear and killed 300

men in a single battle. 

12 Next was Eleazar, son of Dodo the Ahohite, one of the top three warriors. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 23:9; 1 Chronicles 27:4; 1 Samuel 17:11

13 He was with David at Pas-Dammim when the Philistines assembled there for battle. The Israelite army fled, but Eleazar stood his ground in a field full of barley. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 23:9; 1 Samuel 17:1; 1 Samuel 17:2

14 He and David defended it and struck down the Philistines. The Lord gave them a great victory. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 23:10; 1 Samuel 14:23; Judges 15:18

The Brave Act at Bethlehem’s Well

15 Three of the thirty leaders went to David at the rock near the cave of Adullam, while the Philistine army camped in the valley of Rephaim. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 23:13; 1 Samuel 22:1; Psalm 57:1

16 David was in the stronghold, and the Philistine garrison was stationed in Bethlehem. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 23:14; 1 Samuel 22:4; 1 Samuel 22:5


• The building and dedication of the temple

• Solomon's prayer and God's covenant with him

• The Queen of Sheba and Solomon's glory

• Chapters 10–36: The Kings of Judah

• The division of the kingdom under Rehoboam

• A series of kings, both good and evil

• Emphasis on the reforming kings (e.g., Asa, Jehoshaphat, Joash, Hezekiah, Josiah)

Introduction to the Book of 2 Chronicles The Rise and Fall of God's Chosen Dynasty

Title and Authorship

The book is titled “Chronicles,” a word derived from the Latin  chronicon, meaning “annals” or “a record of events in the order of time.” While the books of 1 and 2 Chronicles were originally a single work, they were later divided into two parts in the Septuagint and subsequent translations. Second Chronicles focuses on the history of the southern kingdom of Judah, from the reign of Solomon to the Babylonian exile. Jewish tradition attributes the authorship to Ezra the scribe, a priest who was instrumental in the post- exilic community’s return to Jerusalem. While this is not certain, the book's emphasis on the temple, the priesthood, and the restoration of worship aligns well with Ezra's known priorities. The final redaction was likely completed during or after the Babylonian exile, drawing from royal annals, prophetic writings, and other historical records. 

Historical Setting

Second Chronicles picks up the historical narrative where 1 Chronicles concludes, beginning with the reign of King Solomon (circa 970 B.C.) and his construction of the temple in Jerusalem. It spans a period of approximately 425 years, chronicling the reigns of the kings of Judah from the division of the kingdom to the decree of Cyrus the Great, which allowed the exiled Jews to return to Jerusalem (circa 538 B.C.). The book focuses exclusively on the kings of the Davidic line, tracing the covenant God made with David. 

Purpose and Themes

The primary purpose of 2 Chronicles is to provide a theological history of the southern kingdom of Judah for the post-exilic community. It emphasizes the importance of faithful worship at the temple in Jerusalem and the consequences of disobedience to God's law. The author seeks to encourage the returning exiles by reminding them of their rich heritage, the covenant promises God made to David, and the hope of restoration that comes from repentance and obedience. Key Themes:

•  The Centrality of the Temple and Proper Worship

•  The Davidic Covenant and God's Faithfulness to His Promises

•  The Consequences of Obedience and Disobedience

•  The Importance of Righteous Kingship

•  The Role of Repentance and Revival in the Life of God's People

•  God's Sovereignty and His Use of Foreign Nations for Judgment Structure of the Book

Chapters 1–9: The Reign of Solomon

•  Solomon's wisdom and wealth

•  The building and dedication of the temple

•  Solomon's prayer and God's covenant with him

•  The Queen of Sheba and Solomon's glory

Chapters 10–36: The Kings of Judah

•  The division of the kingdom under Rehoboam

•  A series of kings, both good and evil

•  Emphasis on the reforming kings (e.g., Asa, Jehoshaphat, Joash, Hezekiah, Josiah)

•  The decline and eventual destruction of Jerusalem and the temple

•  The Babylonian exile and the promise of return under Cyrus Spiritual Lessons

•  True prosperity and security for a nation depend on its faithfulness to God. 

•  The temple and corporate worship are vital for the spiritual health of God's people. 

•  God is a God of both justice and mercy, punishing sin but also offering forgiveness to those who repent. 

•  Faithful leaders can lead their people to revival and restoration. 

•  The book demonstrates that God's covenant with David remains intact, providing hope for the future of God's people. 

Jesus in 2 Chronicles

The book's unwavering focus on the Davidic dynasty and God's promise to establish a king from this line forever points directly to Jesus Christ. The righteous kings (Hezekiah and Josiah) serve as types of the ultimate King who would perfectly lead His people. The temple, which is central to the book, finds its ultimate fulfillment in Jesus, who declared Himself to be greater than the temple and who, through His body, became the dwelling place of God. The constant cycle of sin, judgment, and repentance highlights the need for a final and perfect sacrifice that would permanently atone for sin, a role fulfilled by Jesus on the cross. 

Key Verse

“The Lord will be with you as long as you are with him! If you seek him, you will find him. But if you abandon him, he will abandon you.” —2 Chronicles 15:2

2 Chronicles Chapter 1 — Crawford Standard Bible

Solomon Begins His Reign

1 Solomon, son of David, firmly established his rule over his kingdom, and the Lord his God was with him and made him exceedingly powerful. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 2:12; 1 Chronicles 29:25; 1 Kings 1:37

2 Solomon then spoke to all Israel—to the commanders of thousands and hundreds, to the judges, and to all the leaders in Israel, the heads of the families. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:1; Exodus 18:21; Deuteronomy 1:15

3 He and the entire assembly went to the high place at Gibeon, because that’s where the tabernacle of meeting with God was located—the one Moses, the Lord’s servant, had made in the wilderness. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 3:4; Exodus 40:2; 1 Chronicles 16:39

4 But the Ark of God had already been brought by David from Kiriath-jearim to the place he had prepared for it, because he had pitched a special tent for it in Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 6:17; 1 Chronicles 15:1; 1 Chronicles 16:1

5 The bronze altar that Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, had made was still in front of the tabernacle of the Lord. So Solomon and the assembly sought the Lord there. 

 Cross References: Exodus 38:1; Exodus 31:2; 1 Chronicles 21:29

Solomon’s Lavish Offering and Divine Encounter

6 Solomon went up to the bronze altar before the Lord at the tent of meeting and offered a thousand burnt offerings on it. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 3:4; 1 Chronicles 29:21; Leviticus 1:3

7 That night, God appeared to Solomon and said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 3:5; 1 Kings 9:2; James 1:5

8 Solomon said to God, “You showed great love and kindness to my father David, and now You have made me king in his place. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 3:6; 2 Samuel 7:8; 1 Chronicles 28:5

9 Lord God, let Your promise to David my father come true. For You have made me king over a people as numerous as the dust of the earth. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 3:7; 2 Samuel 7:12; 1 Chronicles 17:11

10 So now, please give me wisdom and understanding so I can lead this people properly. For who is able to govern this great people of Yours?” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 3:9; James 1:5; 1 Kings 4:29

God Grants Solomon Wisdom—and More

11 God said to Solomon, “Because your heart desired this—and you didn’t ask for wealth, riches, honor, the death of your enemies, or even a long life—but instead asked for wisdom and knowledge to lead My people over whom I’ve made you king, 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 3:11; Matthew 6:33; 1 Kings 3:10

12 I will give you the wisdom and knowledge you asked for. And I will also give you wealth, riches, and honor—more than any king before or after you will ever have.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 3:12; 1 Kings 10:23; Matthew 6:33

Solomon’s Growing Wealth and Power

13 Then Solomon left the high place at Gibeon, from in front of the tent of meeting, and returned to Jerusalem. And he ruled over Israel. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 3:15; 1 Chronicles 16:39; 2 Chronicles 1:3

14 Solomon built up an army of chariots and horsemen. He had 1,400 chariots and 12,000 horsemen. 

He stationed them in the chariot cities and with himself in Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:26; Deuteronomy 17:16; 2 Chronicles 9:25

15 The king made silver and gold as common in Jerusalem as stones. He made cedar wood as plentiful as sycamore trees in the foothills. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:27; 2 Chronicles 9:27; Job 22:24

16 Solomon’s horses were imported from Egypt and Kue. The king’s merchants purchased them at the prevailing price. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:28; Deuteronomy 17:16; 2 Chronicles 9:28

17 A chariot from Egypt cost six hundred shekels of silver, and a horse cost one hundred and fifty. 

These were also exported to all the kings of the Hittites and the kings of Aram through Solomon’s merchants. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:29; Deuteronomy 17:16; 2 Chronicles 9:28

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 1

1.  God Honors Humble Requests Solomon could’ve asked for wealth or power but chose wisdom to serve others. God honored that selfless desire. 2.  Worship Prepares the Way for Revelation Solomon’s night of divine encounter followed a day of sacrificial worship. Worship opens the door to God’s voice. 3.  God Can Do More Than We Ask Solomon asked for wisdom—and God gave him that and more. When our hearts are aligned with God’s will, He blesses abundantly. 4.  Wealth and Influence Are Tools, Not Goals Solomon’s riches were a byproduct of his walk with God, not the end goal. Prosperity should serve God's kingdom. 5.  Leadership Requires Dependence on God Solomon acknowledged his need for divine wisdom. True leadership begins with surrender, not self-reliance. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 2 — Crawford Standard Bible

Solomon Prepares to Build the Temple

1 Solomon made plans to build a house to honor the name of the Lord and also a royal palace for himself. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 5:5; 2 Samuel 7:13; 1 Chronicles 22:6

2 He assigned 70,000 laborers to carry loads, 80,000 stonecutters to work in the mountains, and 3,600

supervisors to oversee the work. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 5:15; 2 Chronicles 2:18; 1 Chronicles 22:2

Solomon Requests Help from King Huram of Tyre

3 Solomon sent word to Huram king of Tyre: “You dealt graciously with my father David by sending him cedar wood to build his palace. Please do the same for me. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 5:2; 2 Samuel 5:11; 1 Chronicles 14:1

4 I am about to build a temple to honor the name of the Lord my God. It will be dedicated to Him for burning fragrant incense, presenting the bread of the Presence continually, and offering burnt sacrifices every morning and evening, on Sabbaths, new moons, and the appointed festivals of the Lord our God. This is a permanent ordinance for Israel. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 5:5; 1 Chronicles 22:10; Exodus 30:7

5 The temple I am building must be magnificent, because our God is greater than all other gods. 

 Cross References: Psalm 95:3; Psalm 96:4; Psalm 135:5

6 But who can really build a house for Him? Even the highest heavens cannot contain Him! And who am I to build Him a house—except as a place to burn sacrifices before Him? 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:27; Isaiah 66:1; Acts 7:48

A Call for Skilled Craftsmen and Timber

7 “Now, please send me a skilled craftsman who is experienced in working with gold, silver, bronze, and iron, and with purple, crimson, and blue fabrics. He must also be capable of engraving and working alongside the craftsmen my father David provided in Judah and Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 7:13; Exodus 31:3; Exodus 35:30

8 Also, send me cedar, juniper, and algum logs from Lebanon. I know your servants are skilled at cutting timber there. My workers will assist them, 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 5:6; 1 Kings 5:8; 1 Kings 5:10

9 because the temple I am going to build will be large and spectacular. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 5:5; 1 Chronicles 22:5; 1 Kings 5:18

10 I will provide your lumberjacks with 20,000 cors of crushed wheat, 20,000 cors of barley, 20,000

baths of wine, and 20,000 baths of olive oil.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 5:11; Ezra 3:7; Ezekiel 27:17

Huram’s Response and Praise to God

11 Then King Huram of Tyre responded in a letter to Solomon: “Because the Lord loves His people, He has made you their king.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 5:7; 1 Kings 5:1; 2 Samuel 5:11

12 Huram also said, “Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who made the heavens and the earth. He has given King David a wise son, full of understanding and insight, who will build a temple for the Lord and a royal palace for himself. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 5:7; 1 Kings 10:9; 1 Chronicles 29:10

Huram Sends a Skilled Craftsman

13 I am sending you a master craftsman, Huram-Abi. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 7:13; 1 Kings 7:14; Exodus 31:2

14 He is the son of a woman from the tribe of Dan, and his father was a man from Tyre. He is skilled in working with gold, silver, bronze, iron, stone, and wood, and also with purple, blue, fine linen, and crimson fabrics. He is an expert engraver and designer and can execute any project assigned to him. 

He will work with your craftsmen and with those appointed by your father David. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 7:14; Exodus 35:30; Exodus 31:3

15 Now then, please send the wheat, barley, olive oil, and wine you mentioned to your servants. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 5:11; Ezekiel 27:17; Ezra 3:7

16 We will cut all the timber you need from Lebanon and float it in rafts down the coast to Joppa. 

From there, you can transport it up to Jerusalem.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 5:9; Ezra 3:7; Jonah 1:3

The Labor Force for the Construction

17 Solomon counted all the foreigners living in Israel, just as his father David had done, and found there were 153,600. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 22:2; 1 Kings 9:20; 2 Chronicles 8:7

18 He assigned 70,000 of them to carry loads, 80,000 to quarry stone in the mountains, and 3,600 to supervise the workers. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 5:15; 2 Chronicles 2:2; 1 Kings 5:16

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 2

1.  God’s Work Deserves Excellence Solomon didn’t cut corners—he called for the best materials and the most skilled workers. When serving God, nothing less than our best will do. 2.  Worship Is the Heart of the Temple Solomon’s priority for the temple was not grandeur, but that it would be a place for constant worship—offering, incense, and presence. 3.  God Uses People from All Backgrounds Foreigners like Huram’s craftsmen were used by God in building the temple. God's purposes often involve those outside our circles. 4.  God Honors Humility Solomon recognized that

he was unworthy to build a house for the God who cannot be contained by heaven itself. God blesses such reverence. 5.  Unity in Purpose Creates Strength Israel, Tyre, and thousands of laborers worked together toward one goal—God’s glory. When people unite for God’s purpose, the results are extraordinary. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 3 — Crawford Standard Bible

Solomon Begins Construction of the Temple

1 Solomon began building the Lord’s temple in Jerusalem on Mount Moriah, where the Lord had appeared to his father David. It was on the site David had chosen—the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 6:1; Genesis 22:2; 1 Chronicles 21:18

2 Construction started on the second day of the second month, in the fourth year of Solomon’s reign. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 6:1; 2 Chronicles 3:1; 1 Kings 6:37

Dimensions and Design of the Temple

3 These are the measurements Solomon used for the temple of God, based on the old standard of cubits: The building was 60 cubits long and 20 cubits wide. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 6:2; Ezra 6:3; 1 Kings 7:2

4 The porch in front of the temple was 20 cubits wide, matching the width of the building. It stood 120 cubits high and was overlaid on the inside with pure gold. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 6:3; Ezekiel 40:48; 1 Kings 6:17

5 The main hall was paneled with cedar and overlaid with fine gold. He decorated it with carved palm trees and chains. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 6:15; 1 Kings 6:29; 1 Kings 6:18

6 He adorned the temple with precious stones for beauty, and the gold used was from Parvaim. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 6:21; Revelation 21:19; Isaiah 54:11

7 He overlaid the entire building—including the beams, doorframes, walls, and doors—with gold and carved cherubim into the walls. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 6:29; 1 Kings 6:22; Exodus 25:18

The Most Holy Place and Its Glory

8 He built the Most Holy Place, 20 cubits long and 20 cubits wide, matching the width of the temple. 

He overlaid it with 600 talents of fine gold. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 6:20; 1 Kings 6:16; Exodus 26:33

9 The gold nails used weighed 50 shekels, and even the upper rooms were covered in gold. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 6:21; 1 Kings 6:22; Exodus 25:11

10 Inside the Most Holy Place, he made two sculpted cherubim and overlaid them with gold. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 6:23; Exodus 25:18; Exodus 25:20

11 The combined wingspan of the cherubim was 20 cubits. One wing of the first cherub was 5 cubits and reached the wall; the other wing stretched 5 cubits toward the second cherub. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 6:24; 1 Kings 6:27; Exodus 25:20

12 The second cherub’s wings were also 5 cubits each, one touching the opposite wall and one touching the first cherub’s wing. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 6:26; 1 Kings 6:27; Exodus 25:20

13 Together, their wings spanned 20 cubits. They stood upright, facing toward the inner room. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 6:27; Exodus 25:20; Exodus 37:9

14 He made the veil of blue, purple, crimson, and fine linen, and embroidered cherubim on it. 

 Cross References: Exodus 26:31; Matthew 27:51; Hebrews 10:20

The Front Pillars of the Temple

15 In front of the temple, Solomon erected two pillars that were 35 cubits tall each. The capitals on top of the pillars were 5 cubits high. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 7:15; 2 Kings 25:17; Jeremiah 52:21

16 He made interwoven chains for the tops of the pillars and placed 100 decorative pomegranates on them. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 7:17; 1 Kings 7:20; 1 Kings 7:18

17 He placed the pillars in front of the temple—one on the right and the other on the left. He named the one on the right Jachin ("He will establish") and the one on the left Boaz ("In Him is strength"). 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 7:21; 2 Kings 25:17; Jeremiah 52:21

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 3

1.  God’s Presence Is Worthy of Our Best Solomon spared no expense—gold, jewels, intricate carvings—because God’s dwelling place deserved the highest honor. 2.  God’s Promises Are Built on History The temple stood on Mount Moriah, the very place where God met with Abraham and David. God builds on His faithful history with His people. 3.  Beauty Has Purpose in Worship The details—cherubim, gold, palm trees, pomegranates—pointed to glory, holiness, and fruitfulness, helping Israel grasp the majesty of God. 4.  God’s Holiness Requires Separation The veil reminded Israel that access to God’s presence was limited. Only through sacrifice and purity could one draw near. 5.  Symbolism Strengthens Identity The names of the two pillars—Jachin and Boaz—declared that God establishes and strengthens His people. These truths stood literally at the entrance of worship. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 4 — Crawford Standard Bible The Bronze Altar and the Sea

1 Solomon made a large bronze altar that was 20 cubits long, 20 cubits wide, and 10 cubits high. 

 Cross References: Exodus 27:1; 1 Kings 8:64; 2 Chronicles 4:19

2 He also made a huge round basin, called the Sea. It measured 10 cubits across from rim to rim and stood 5 cubits high. A line measuring 30 cubits circled around it. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 7:23; Jeremiah 52:17; 2 Kings 25:13

3 Beneath the rim, it was decorated with figures of oxen encircling the basin—ten per cubit. They were cast in two rows as part of the basin itself. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 7:24; Exodus 25:31; 1 Kings 6:29

4 The basin stood on twelve oxen statues. Three faced north, three west, three south, and three east. 

The Sea rested on top of them, and all their hindquarters faced inward. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 7:25; Jeremiah 52:20; 1 Kings 7:44

5 The walls of the basin were about a handbreadth thick. Its rim was shaped like the rim of a cup or like a lily blossom. It could hold about three thousand baths of water. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 7:26; Exodus 30:18; 1 Kings 7:38

6 He also made ten smaller washbasins. He placed five on the south side and five on the north side. 

These were used to rinse the offerings for the burnt sacrifices. But the large basin—the Sea—was for the priests to wash themselves. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 7:38; Exodus 30:18; Exodus 30:20

Golden Furnishings and Utensils

7 Solomon made ten gold lampstands, according to the prescribed pattern. He placed five on the right side of the Holy Place and five on the left. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 7:49; Exodus 25:31; Exodus 25:37

8 He made ten tables and placed them the same way—five on the right and five on the left. He also made one hundred gold basins. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 7:48; Exodus 25:23; Exodus 25:29

9 He built the priests’ courtyard, the large outer courtyard, and doors for the courtyard. He overlaid the doors with bronze. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 6:36; 1 Kings 7:12; Exodus 27:9

10 He placed the Sea on the southeast side of the Temple. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 7:39; 2 Chronicles 4:2; 1 Kings 7:25

Huram’s Finishing Work

11 Huram also made the pots, shovels, and basins. In this way, he completed the work he was doing for King Solomon for the house of God. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 7:40; 1 Kings 7:14; Exodus 27:3

12 This included the two pillars, the two bowl-shaped capitals on top of the pillars, the two networks of chains to cover the bowl-shaped capitals, 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 7:41; 1 Kings 7:16; 1 Kings 7:20

13 and the four hundred pomegranates arranged in two rows on each network to decorate the capitals on the top of the pillars. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 7:42; 1 Kings 7:20; 1 Kings 7:18

14 He also made the stands and the washbasins placed on each stand, Cross References: 1 Kings 7:43; Exodus 30:18; 1 Kings 7:27

15 the large basin (the Sea) and the twelve oxen beneath it, 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 7:44; 2 Chronicles 4:4; Jeremiah 52:20

16 and the pots, shovels, meat forks, and all the other bronze items Huram-abi made for King Solomon for the Lord’s Temple. Everything was made of polished bronze. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 7:45; 1 Kings 7:14; Exodus 27:3

17 The king had them cast in clay molds in the plain of the Jordan River between Succoth and Zeredah. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 7:46; Genesis 33:17; Joshua 3:16

18 Solomon made all these things in such great quantities that the weight of the bronze could not be calculated. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 7:47; 1 Chronicles 22:14; 1 Chronicles 22:16

The Golden Items for Worship

19 Solomon also made all the items for the house of God: the golden altar, the tables for the bread of the Presence, 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 7:48; Exodus 25:23; Exodus 30:1

20 the lampstands and their lamps of pure gold, to burn in front of the inner sanctuary according to the regulations, 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 7:49; Exodus 25:31; Leviticus 24:4

21 and the decorative flowers, lamps, and tongs—all made of pure gold. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 7:49; Exodus 25:38; Exodus 37:23

22 He also made the wick trimmers, basins, spoons, and censers—all of pure gold. He made the doors for the entrance to the inner sanctuary (the Most Holy Place), as well as the main doors of the temple— all of gold. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 7:50; Exodus 25:38; Exodus 30:1

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 4

1.  God Deserves Excellence in Worship The sheer scale, beauty, and quantity of the temple furnishings show that Solomon spared nothing in glorifying God through craftsmanship and design. 

2.  Symbolism Reflects Holiness The twelve oxen under the Sea represented Israel’s twelve tribes, and the gold and bronze reflected purity, glory, and durability—all qualities of God’s nature. 3. 

Teamwork Builds God’s House Solomon worked with Huram and thousands of skilled workers. 

God's work involves many people with different gifts coming together. 4.  Holiness Requires Preparation The Sea and the lavers reminded the priests that cleansing was necessary before offering worship. Our own spiritual preparation is vital when coming before God. 5.  God’s Glory Is Worthy of Sacrifice Solomon’s use of the finest materials—gold, bronze, precious stones—was an act of reverence. Our worship today should reflect a heart willing to give God our best. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 5 — Crawford Standard Bible

The Temple Is Completed

1 So Solomon completed all the work for the Lord’s Temple. Then he brought in the items that his father David had dedicated—the silver, the gold, and all the furnishings—and stored them in the treasuries of the house of God. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 7:51; 1 Chronicles 18:11; 1 Chronicles 26:26

The Ark Brought into the Temple

2 Solomon called together the elders of Israel, all the tribal leaders, and the heads of the ancestral families of the Israelites. They were summoned to Jerusalem to bring the Ark of the Lord’s Covenant from the City of David, also known as Zion. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:1; 2 Samuel 6:12; 1 Chronicles 15:25

3 So all the men of Israel assembled before the king at the annual Festival in the seventh month. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:2; Leviticus 23:34; 1 Kings 8:65

4 When all the elders of Israel arrived, the Levites lifted up the Ark. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:3; Numbers 4:15; 1 Chronicles 15:2

5 The priests and Levites brought up the Ark of the Lord, along with the Tabernacle and all the sacred items that were in it. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:4; Numbers 4:15; 1 Chronicles 15:12

6 King Solomon and the entire assembly of Israel gathered before the Ark and offered so many sheep and oxen in sacrifice that no one could count or record the number. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:5; 1 Kings 3:4; 1 Chronicles 15:26

7 Then the priests carried the Ark of the Lord’s Covenant into the inner sanctuary of the Temple—the Most Holy Place—and placed it beneath the wings of the cherubim. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:6; Exodus 25:22; Exodus 26:33

8 The cherubim spread their wings over the Ark and its carrying poles, shielding them. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:7; Exodus 37:9; Exodus 25:20

9 The poles were so long that their ends could be seen from the Holy Place in front of the inner sanctuary, but not from outside the Holy Place. And they are still there to this day. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:8; Exodus 25:15; Exodus 25:14

10 Inside the Ark were only the two stone tablets that Moses had placed in it at Mount Horeb, where the Lord had made a covenant with the Israelites after they came out of Egypt. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:9; Exodus 25:16; Deuteronomy 10:5

God’s Glory Fills the Temple

11 When the priests came out of the Holy Place (all the priests who were present had purified themselves, regardless of their assigned divisions), 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:10; 2 Chronicles 29:34; 1 Chronicles 24:1

12 the Levite musicians—Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthun—and all their sons and relatives stood on the east side of the altar, dressed in fine white linen and playing cymbals, harps, and lyres. They were joined by 120 priests sounding trumpets. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 15:16; 1 Chronicles 25:1; Psalm 150:3

13 The trumpeters and singers performed together in unison to praise and give thanks to the Lord. 

Accompanied by trumpets, cymbals, and other instruments, they raised their voices and sang: “The Lord is good;  His faithful love endures forever!”  At that moment, a thick cloud filled the Temple of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Psalm 136:1; Ezra 3:11; 1 Kings 8:10

14 The priests could not continue their service because of the cloud, for the glorious presence of the Lord filled the house of God. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:11; Exodus 40:34; Isaiah 6:4

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 5

1.  God Keeps His Promises The completion of the Temple and the placing of the Ark signify that God’s covenant with Israel was still alive and active. 2.  Worship Unites God’s People The unity of the singers, trumpeters, and worshippers shows that corporate worship brings powerful spiritual

moments when God's people are of one heart and mind. 3.  True Worship Invites God’s Presence The cloud of God’s glory filled the Temple when His people sincerely praised Him. God responds to heartfelt worship with His manifest presence. 4.  Preparation Leads to Revelation The priests sanctified themselves before ministering, and it was after this preparation that God revealed His glory in the Temple. Holiness precedes encounter. 5.  God Desires Our Best in Worship Lavish sacrifices, skillful music, and unified hearts remind us to offer God our absolute best in everything we do for Him. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 6 — Crawford Standard Bible

Solomon Declares the Lord’s Faithfulness

1 Then Solomon said, “The Lord has said He would dwell in a dark cloud. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:12; Exodus 20:21; Leviticus 16:2

2 But I have built You a magnificent temple, a place for You to live forever.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:13; Psalm 132:13; Psalm 132:14

3 Then the king turned and blessed the whole assembly of Israel, while they all stood. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:14; Leviticus 9:22; Numbers 6:23

4 He said: “Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who with His hands has fulfilled what He promised with His mouth to my father David, saying:

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:15; 2 Samuel 7:12; 1 Chronicles 17:11

5 ‘Since the day I brought My people out of Egypt, I haven’t chosen a city from among the tribes of Israel to build a temple for My name to be there, nor have I chosen a man to rule over My people Israel. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:16; Deuteronomy 12:5; Deuteronomy 12:11

6 But now I have chosen Jerusalem for My name to be there, and I have chosen David to rule over My people Israel.’

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:16; Psalm 132:13; Psalm 78:68

7 My father David wanted to build a temple to honor the name of the Lord, the God of Israel. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:17; 2 Samuel 7:2; 1 Chronicles 22:7

8 But the Lord said to him, ‘You did well to want to build a house for My name. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:18; 1 Chronicles 28:2; 1 Chronicles 28:6

9 But you are not the one to build it. Instead, your son, your own flesh and blood, will build the house for My name.’

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:19; 2 Samuel 7:12; 1 Chronicles 22:9

10 And now the Lord has fulfilled His promise. I have succeeded my father David and now sit on the throne of Israel, just as the Lord promised. I have built the Temple to honor the name of the Lord, the God of Israel. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:20; 1 Chronicles 28:5; 2 Samuel 7:13

11 I have placed the Ark there, which contains the covenant the Lord made with the people of Israel.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:21; Deuteronomy 31:26; Exodus 25:16

Solomon’s Prayer of Dedication

12 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in front of the entire assembly of Israel, and spread out his hands. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:22; Exodus 9:29; 1 Timothy 2:8

13 For he had made a bronze platform, five cubits square and three cubits high, and had placed it in the center of the courtyard. He stood on it, knelt down in front of the entire assembly of Israel, spread out his hands toward heaven, 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:54; Ezra 9:5; Daniel 6:10

14 and prayed: “O Lord, God of Israel, there is no God like You in heaven or on earth. You keep Your covenant and show unfailing love to those who walk before You with all their heart. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:23; Deuteronomy 7:9; Nehemiah 9:32

15 You have kept Your promise to Your servant David, my father; with Your mouth You made a promise, and with Your hand You have fulfilled it today. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:24; 2 Samuel 7:25; Joshua 21:45

16 Now, Lord, God of Israel, keep what You promised to Your servant David: ‘You will never fail to have a man sit before Me on the throne of Israel, if your descendants are careful to walk in My ways as you have.’

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:25; 2 Samuel 7:16; Psalm 132:12

17 Now, O Lord, God of Israel, confirm the word You gave to Your servant David. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:26; 2 Samuel 7:25; Psalm 132:11

18 But will God really dwell on earth with humans? Even the highest heavens cannot contain You. 

How much less this temple I have built! 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:27; Isaiah 66:1; Acts 7:48

19 Yet, Lord my God, give attention to Your servant’s prayer and plea. Listen to the cry and the prayer Your servant is praying before You. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:28; Psalm 130:2; Daniel 9:17

20 May Your eyes be open toward this Temple day and night—this place where You have said You would put Your name. May You hear the prayer Your servant prays toward this place. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:29; Psalm 34:15; Deuteronomy 12:11

21 Hear the prayers of Your servant and Your people Israel when they pray toward this place. Hear from heaven, Your dwelling place. And when You hear, forgive. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:30; Psalm 123:1; 1 Kings 8:39

Petitions for Justice, Restoration, and Mercy

22 If someone wrongs another and is required to swear an oath before Your altar in this temple, Cross References: 1 Kings 8:31; Exodus 22:11; Numbers 5:19

23 then hear from heaven and judge between Your servants. Condemn the guilty and declare the innocent righteous. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:32; Deuteronomy 25:1; Psalm 7:8

24 If Your people Israel are defeated by their enemies because they have sinned against You, and if they turn back and confess Your name, and pray and plead before You in this Temple, Cross References: 1 Kings 8:33; Leviticus 26:17; Deuteronomy 28:25

25 then hear from heaven and forgive the sin of Your people Israel. Bring them back to the land You gave to them and their ancestors. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:34; Deuteronomy 30:1; Nehemiah 1:9

26 When the skies are shut up and there is no rain because of their sin, and if they pray toward this place and confess Your name and turn from their sin because You afflicted them, Cross References: 1 Kings 8:35; Deuteronomy 28:23; Leviticus 26:19

27 then hear from heaven and forgive. Teach them the right way to live, and send rain on the land You have given to Your people as an inheritance. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:36; Deuteronomy 11:14; Psalm 25:4

28 If there is famine in the land, pestilence, blight, mildew, locusts or grasshoppers, or if enemies besiege them in their cities—whatever disaster or disease may come—

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:37; Deuteronomy 28:38; Amos 4:9

29 and when anyone or all Your people Israel spread out their hands in prayer, knowing their own guilt and pain, 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:38; Psalm 38:9; 1 Peter 3:12

30 then hear from heaven, Your dwelling place. Forgive and act. Deal with everyone according to all they do, since You know each heart (for You alone know the hearts of all mankind), Cross References: 1 Kings 8:39; 1 Samuel 16:7; Jeremiah 17:10

31 so they may fear You and walk in Your ways all the days they live in the land You gave our ancestors. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:40; Deuteronomy 10:12; Psalm 128:1

Prayer for the Foreigners and for Exiles

32 As for the foreigner who does not belong to Your people Israel but comes from a distant land because of Your great name and mighty power and outstretched arm, and prays toward this Temple, Cross References: 1 Kings 8:41; Isaiah 56:6; Ruth 1:16

33 then hear from heaven, and do whatever the foreigner asks of You. This way, all peoples of the earth will know Your name and fear You, just as Your people Israel do, and they’ll know that this Temple I built bears Your name. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:43; Isaiah 56:7; John 10:16

34 If Your people go out to fight their enemies wherever You send them, and they pray to You in the direction of this city and this Temple I built for Your name, Cross References: 1 Kings 8:44; Daniel 6:10; 1 Samuel 7:9

35 then hear from heaven their prayer and plea and uphold their cause. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:45; Psalm 20:1; Psalm 18:3

36 When they sin against You—for there is no one who does not sin—and You become angry and hand them over to their enemies, and they are taken captive to a distant or nearby land, Cross References: 1 Kings 8:46; Ecclesiastes 7:20; Romans 3:23

37 and if in that land of captivity they reflect, turn back to You, and plead, saying, ‘We have sinned, we have done wrong, we have acted wickedly,’

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:47; Luke 15:17; Luke 15:18

38 and if they turn to You with all their heart and soul and pray toward the land You gave their ancestors, toward this city, and toward the Temple I built for Your name, Cross References: 1 Kings 8:48; Daniel 6:10; Jonah 2:4

39 then hear from heaven, Your dwelling place. Forgive Your people who have sinned against You, and uphold their cause. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:49; 1 Kings 8:50; Psalm 130:3

Final Plea and Blessing

40 Now, my God, I pray, may Your eyes be open and Your ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:52; Psalm 130:2; Nehemiah 1:6

41 Now arise, Lord God, and enter Your resting place—you and the ark of Your strength. Let Your priests be clothed with salvation, and let Your faithful people rejoice in Your goodness. 

 Cross References: Psalm 132:8; Psalm 132:9; Numbers 10:35

42 O Lord God, do not reject Your anointed one. Remember Your unfailing love promised to David Your servant.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 132:1; Psalm 132:10; Isaiah 55:3

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 6

1.  God Fulfills His Promises Everything Solomon experienced in the Temple was a fulfillment of God's word to David. 2.  God’s Presence Cannot Be Contained Even the highest heavens cannot contain God, yet He chooses to dwell with His people when they humbly call on Him. 3.  Prayer Is Powerful and Personal Solomon intercedes not just for national sin but for individual burdens, foreign seekers, and exiled hearts—showing God’s openness to all sincere prayer. 4.  Repentance Leads to Restoration Over and over, the prayer emphasizes that when God’s people repent and turn back, He hears and restores. 5.  God Judges Justly and Knows Every Heart The prayer repeatedly appeals to God’s perfect justice, because only He truly knows the hearts of people. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 7 — Crawford Standard Bible

Fire from Heaven and the Glory of the Lord

1 When Solomon finished praying, fire came down from heaven and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of the Lord filled the temple. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 9:24; 1 Chronicles 21:26; 1 Kings 18:38

2 The priests couldn’t even enter the Lord’s Temple because the glory of the Lord had filled it. 

 Cross References: Exodus 40:34; 1 Kings 8:11; 2 Chronicles 5:14

3 When all the Israelites saw the fire come down and the glory of the Lord over the Temple, they bowed down with their faces to the ground on the pavement. They worshiped and praised the Lord, saying, “He is good; His faithful love endures forever.” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 5:13; Ezra 3:11; Psalm 136:1

The Dedication of the Temple

4 Then the king and all the people offered sacrifices to the Lord. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:62; 2 Chronicles 5:6; 1 Chronicles 29:21

5 King Solomon offered a sacrifice of 22,000 cattle and 120,000 sheep. So the king and all the people dedicated the house of God. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:63; 1 Chronicles 29:21; Numbers 7:88

6 The priests performed their duties, and the Levites played the instruments the Lord had given them through King David for the purpose of praising the Lord. They sang, “His faithful love endures forever,”  as David had directed. The priests blew their trumpets while all Israel stood. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 25:1; 1 Chronicles 15:16; 2 Chronicles 5:12

7 Solomon also set apart the central courtyard in front of the Lord’s Temple, because there he offered the burnt offerings and the fat from the peace offerings. The bronze altar he had built was too small to hold all the offerings. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:64; 2 Chronicles 4:1; Exodus 27:1

The Seven-Day Festival and Assembly

8 At that time Solomon and all Israel celebrated the festival for seven days. A huge crowd had come from as far north as Hamath and as far south as the brook of Egypt. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:65; Numbers 34:8; 1 Kings 8:5

9 On the eighth day they held a solemn assembly, because they had celebrated the dedication of the altar for seven days and the festival for seven more days. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:66; Leviticus 23:36; Nehemiah 8:18

10 On the twenty-third day of the seventh month, Solomon sent the people home. They went away joyful and glad in heart for the goodness the Lord had shown to David, to Solomon, and to His people Israel. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:66; Deuteronomy 16:15; Ecclesiastes 5:19

God Appears to Solomon

11 So Solomon completed the Temple of the Lord and the royal palace. Everything he had planned to do in the Temple of the Lord and in his own palace, he accomplished successfully. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 9:1; 2 Chronicles 5:1; 1 Kings 7:51

12 Then the Lord appeared to Solomon at night and said: “I have heard your prayer and have chosen this Temple as the place for sacrifices. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 9:2; 2 Chronicles 1:7; 2 Chronicles 6:20

13 When I shut up the heavens so there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the land, or send a plague among My people, 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:19; Deuteronomy 28:23; 1 Kings 8:35

14 if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray, and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sins and heal their land. 

 Cross References: James 4:8; Isaiah 55:7; 2 Kings 22:19

15 My eyes will be open and My ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:29; 2 Chronicles 6:40; Psalm 34:15

16 I have now chosen and consecrated this Temple so that My name may be there forever. My eyes and My heart will always be there. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 9:3; Deuteronomy 12:11; Psalm 132:14

Blessing for Obedience, Judgment for Rebellion 17 As for you, if you walk before Me as your father David did, doing everything I command and keeping My laws and decrees, 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 9:4; 1 Kings 3:14; 1 Kings 2:4

18 then I will establish your royal throne, just as I promised your father David: ‘You will never fail to have a man to rule over Israel.’

 Cross References: 1 Kings 9:5; 2 Samuel 7:12; 2 Samuel 7:16

19 But if you or your descendants turn away and abandon My commands and statutes that I have given you, and if you go and worship other gods and serve them, Cross References: 1 Kings 9:6; Deuteronomy 28:15; Deuteronomy 30:17

20 then I will uproot Israel from My land, which I have given them. And I will reject this Temple I have sanctified for My name. I will make it a mockery and an example among all nations. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 9:7; Deuteronomy 29:28; Jeremiah 24:9

21 And though this Temple is majestic now, all who pass by it will be appalled. They will ask, ‘Why has the Lord done such a thing to this land and to this Temple?’

 Cross References: 1 Kings 9:8; Jeremiah 22:8; Lamentations 2:15

22 The answer will be: ‘Because they abandoned the Lord, the God of their ancestors, who brought them out of Egypt. They embraced other gods, worshiped them, and served them. That is why He has brought all this disaster upon them.’” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 9:9; Deuteronomy 29:25; Judges 2:12

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 7

1.  God Confirms His Presence with Fire and Glory God responded visibly to Solomon’s prayer, showing His approval with fire from heaven and filling the temple with His glory. 2.  True Worship Leads to Humility and Unity The people bowed in awe and unity, giving glory to God for His goodness and mercy. 3.  God Listens to Humble, Repentant Prayer Verse 14 shows the timeless power of repentance, prayer, and humility to bring healing and restoration to a nation. 4.  Obedience Brings Blessing; Rebellion Brings Ruin God clearly lays out a choice—if Solomon and Israel remain faithful, they’ll be blessed. If they turn to idols, destruction will follow. 5.  God’s Promises Are Conditional on Faithfulness The covenant with David continues through Solomon, but only if they walk in God’s ways. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 8 — Crawford Standard Bible

Solomon’s Expansion Projects

1 After twenty years, during which Solomon had built the Lord’s Temple and his own royal palace, Cross References: 1 Kings 9:10; 1 Kings 6:38; 1 Kings 7:1

2 he rebuilt the towns that Huram had given him and settled Israelites there. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 9:11; 1 Kings 9:12; 1 Kings 5:12

3 Solomon also went to Hamath Zobah and conquered it. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 18:3; 2 Samuel 8:3; 1 Kings 11:23

4 He rebuilt Tadmor in the wilderness and all the storage cities he had built in Hamath. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 9:18; 1 Kings 9:19; Exodus 1:11

5 He also built Upper Beth-horon and Lower Beth-horon as fortified cities with walls, gates, and bars. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 9:17; Joshua 10:10; Joshua 16:3

6 He built Baalath, and all the cities used for storing supplies, along with the cities for his chariots and horsemen, and anything else he desired to build in Jerusalem, Lebanon, and throughout his entire kingdom. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 9:19; 1 Kings 4:26; 1 Kings 10:26

Foreign Labor and Israelite Officials

7 All the people who remained from the Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites—those who were not Israelites—

 Cross References: 1 Kings 9:20; Joshua 9:1; Judges 3:5

8 their descendants who were still in the land—Solomon drafted them for forced labor, and they remain in that role to this day. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 9:21; Judges 1:28; Joshua 16:10

9 But Solomon did not make the Israelites his slaves for his work. They served as soldiers, officers, commanders, chariot captains, and horsemen. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 9:22; Leviticus 25:39; Deuteronomy 20:11

10 King Solomon had 250 chief officers who ruled over the people and supervised the work. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 9:23; 1 Kings 4:7; 1 Kings 5:16

Solomon’s Foreign Wife and Continued Worship

11 Solomon moved Pharaoh’s daughter from the city of David to the palace he had built for her. He said, “My wife must not live in King David’s palace, because the places where the ark of the Lord has come are holy.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 9:24; 1 Kings 3:1; 1 Kings 7:8

12 Then Solomon offered burnt offerings to the Lord on the altar he had built in front of the Temple porch. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 9:25; 2 Chronicles 4:1; Leviticus 1:3

13 He offered sacrifices daily according to the law of Moses—on the Sabbaths, new moons, and the three annual festivals: the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the Festival of Weeks, and the Festival of Tabernacles. 

 Cross References: Numbers 28:9; Leviticus 23:4; Numbers 29:1

Solomon Follows David’s Instructions for Temple Service

14 In accordance with the directions given by his father David, Solomon appointed the divisions of the priests for their service, and the Levites for their duties—praising and assisting the priests as required each day. He also appointed the gatekeepers by division at each gate, just as David, the man of God, had commanded. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 23:6; 1 Chronicles 24:1; 1 Chronicles 26:1

15 All these duties were carried out exactly as the king had instructed the priests and the Levites, including the oversight of the Temple treasures. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 15:15; Numbers 4:15; 2 Chronicles 35:10

16 So all the work of Solomon was completed from the day the foundation of the Lord’s Temple was laid until it was finished. The Temple of the Lord was completed. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 6:38; 1 Kings 9:1; 2 Chronicles 5:1

Solomon’s Trade Fleet

17 Then Solomon traveled to Ezion-geber and Eloth on the Red Sea coast in the land of Edom. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 9:26; 2 Chronicles 20:36; 1 Kings 22:48

18 Huram sent him ships commanded by seasoned sailors. They went with Solomon’s servants to Ophir and brought back 450 talents of gold, which they delivered to King Solomon. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 9:27; 1 Kings 9:28; 1 Kings 10:11

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 8

1.  Solomon Continued to Build and Expand Solomon wasn’t only a temple builder but also a planner of cities, infrastructure, and military outposts throughout his kingdom. 2.  Foreigners Were Enslaved, Israelites Were Empowered Solomon reserved positions of labor for foreigners, but honored the Israelites with military and administrative roles—this reflects political structure and national distinction. 3.  Solomon Respected the Holiness of God’s Presence Even in his personal life, Solomon recognized that God's presence made a place holy and treated it accordingly, as seen with Pharaoh's daughter. 4.  Faithful Worship Continued According to God’s Law The daily offerings, festivals, and priestly duties were all carried out in accordance with the law of Moses and the instructions of David. 5.  Solomon Honored His Father’s Legacy David's organization of worship was preserved, showing that legacy and obedience are crucial in sustaining worship for future generations. 6.  Partnerships Bring Provision Through cooperation with Huram, Solomon gained skilled labor and wealth—partnerships aligned with God's purpose can yield great return. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 9 — Crawford Standard Bible The Queen of Sheba Visits Solomon

1 When the queen of Sheba heard about Solomon’s fame, she came to Jerusalem to test him with hard questions. She arrived with a very large caravan, including camels loaded with spices, great quantities of gold, and precious stones. When she came to Solomon, she spoke with him about everything that was on her heart. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:1; 1 Kings 10:2; Matthew 12:42

2 Solomon answered all her questions. There was nothing too difficult for him to explain. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:3; 1 Kings 4:29; Proverbs 25:2

3 When the queen of Sheba saw Solomon’s wisdom, the palace he had built, Cross References: 1 Kings 10:4; 1 Kings 7:1; 1 Kings 10:5

4 the food on his table, the seating of his officials, the service and attire of his attendants, his cupbearers and their uniforms, and the stairway by which he went up to the Lord’s Temple, she was overwhelmed. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:5; 1 Kings 4:22; 1 Kings 4:23

5 She said to the king, “Everything I heard in my country about your wisdom and your achievements is true. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:6; 1 Kings 10:7; Luke 11:31

6 I didn’t believe it until I came and saw it with my own eyes. In fact, I wasn’t told even half of your greatness. You far exceed the report I heard. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:7; Luke 11:31; 1 Kings 4:34

7 How happy your people must be! What a privilege for your officials to stand before you and hear your wisdom daily! 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:8; Proverbs 8:34; 1 Kings 4:34

8 Blessed be the Lord your God, who has delighted in you and placed you on His throne as king for the Lord your God. Because your God loves Israel and desires to establish them forever, He has made you king to govern with justice and righteousness.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:9; 2 Chronicles 2:11; 1 Kings 5:7

9 Then she gave the king 120 talents of gold, a large quantity of spices, and precious stones. There had never been spices like those the queen of Sheba gave to Solomon. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:10; Psalm 72:15; Matthew 2:11

10 The servants of Huram and Solomon, who brought gold from Ophir, also brought algum wood and precious stones. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:11; 1 Kings 9:28; 2 Chronicles 8:18

11 The king used the algum wood to make terraces for the Temple of the Lord and the royal palace, and to make harps and lyres for the musicians. Nothing like them had been seen before in Judah. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:12; 1 Chronicles 15:16; 2 Chronicles 5:13

12 King Solomon gave the queen of Sheba everything she desired—whatever she asked for—besides what he had already given her out of his royal bounty. Then she returned with her servants to her own land. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:13; 1 Kings 10:10; Luke 6:38

Solomon’s Wealth and Splendor

13 The weight of gold that came to Solomon in one year was 666 talents of gold, Cross References: 1 Kings 10:14; 1 Kings 10:15; 2 Chronicles 1:15

14 not counting what the merchants and traders brought. All the kings of Arabia and the governors of the land also brought gold and silver to Solomon. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:15; 1 Kings 10:25; Ezekiel 27:20

15 King Solomon made 200 large shields of hammered gold—each containing 600 shekels of gold. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:16; 1 Kings 14:26; 2 Chronicles 12:9

16 He also made 300 smaller shields of hammered gold, each with 300 shekels of gold. He placed them in the Palace of the Forest of Lebanon. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:17; 1 Kings 7:2; 1 Kings 14:26

17 The king also made a great throne of ivory and overlaid it with pure gold. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:18; 1 Kings 10:19; 2 Chronicles 9:19

18 The throne had six steps, with a golden footstool attached. It had armrests on each side, and two lions stood beside the armrests. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:19; 1 Kings 10:20; 1 Kings 7:29

19 Twelve lions stood on the six steps, one on each side. Nothing like it had ever been made in any other kingdom. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:20; 1 Kings 10:21; 2 Chronicles 1:15

20 All King Solomon’s drinking vessels were made of gold, and all the utensils in the Palace of the Forest of Lebanon were pure gold. Silver was considered of little value in Solomon’s day. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:21; 1 Kings 10:27; 2 Chronicles 1:15

21 The king’s ships sailed to Tarshish with Huram’s servants. Every three years they returned, bringing gold, silver, ivory, apes, and peacocks. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:22; 1 Kings 9:26; 1 Kings 9:27

22 King Solomon was greater in riches and wisdom than all the other kings of the earth. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:23; 1 Kings 3:12; 1 Kings 3:13

23 All the kings of the world sought an audience with Solomon to hear the wisdom God had put in his heart. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:24; 1 Kings 4:34; Matthew 12:42

24 Year after year, everyone brought him gifts—articles of silver and gold, clothing, weapons, spices, horses, and mules. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:25; 2 Chronicles 17:5; 1 Kings 4:21

Solomon’s Military Power and Legacy

25 Solomon had 4,000 stalls for horses and chariots, and 12,000 horsemen. He stationed them in the chariot cities and also with him in Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:26; 2 Chronicles 1:14; 1 Kings 4:26

26 He ruled over all the kings from the Euphrates River to the land of the Philistines and the border of Egypt. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 4:21; 1 Kings 4:24; Psalm 72:8

27 The king made silver as common in Jerusalem as stones. Cedar wood was as abundant as sycamore- fig trees in the foothills. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:27; 2 Chronicles 1:15; 1 Kings 10:21

28 Horses were imported for Solomon from Egypt and from every other land. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:28; 1 Kings 10:29; 2 Chronicles 1:16

29 The rest of the acts of Solomon, from beginning to end, are written in the records of the prophet Nathan, the prophecy of Ahijah the Shilonite, and the visions of the seer Iddo concerning Jeroboam son of Nebat. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 11:41; 1 Kings 11:29; 2 Chronicles 13:22

30 Solomon ruled in Jerusalem over all Israel for forty years. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 11:42; 1 Chronicles 29:27; 2 Chronicles 1:13

31 Then Solomon died and was buried in the city of his father David. His son Rehoboam succeeded him as king. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 11:43; 1 Chronicles 29:28; 2 Chronicles 10:1

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 9

1.  God’s Wisdom Draws the Nations The queen of Sheba’s journey shows how divine wisdom can impact people across the world. God-given insight is powerful and compelling. 2.  Faith Confirmed by Experience The queen didn’t believe until she saw for herself—and then admitted God’s greatness. Personal encounters with God’s truth confirm faith. 3.  Prosperity Should Reflect God’s Glory Solomon’s wealth wasn’t just luxury—it symbolized God’s blessing and Solomon’s

obedience. Our resources should point others to God. 4.  Generosity Attracts Favor Both Solomon and the queen of Sheba exchanged gifts generously. God often blesses those who freely give. 5.  True Legacy Is Faith and Wisdom, Not Just Wealth Solomon’s wisdom, not his gold, is what kings came to hear. Wisdom and faith leave a greater legacy than material success. 6.  Every Reign Has an End Despite all his splendor, Solomon died like every other man. Earthly kingdoms are temporary; God’s kingdom endures forever. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 10 — Crawford Standard Bible

Rehoboam Becomes King at Shechem

1 Rehoboam went to Shechem, where all Israel had gathered to make him king. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:1; Joshua 24:1; 1 Samuel 11:15

2 When Jeroboam son of Nebat heard what was happening—he was still in Egypt, where he had fled from King Solomon—he returned from Egypt. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:2; 1 Kings 11:26; 1 Kings 11:40

3 The people sent for Jeroboam, and he came with the assembly of Israel to speak with Rehoboam. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:3; 1 Kings 11:31; 1 Kings 12:20

4 They said, “Your father made our burden heavy. If you’ll ease the harsh labor and heavy load he placed on us, we will serve you.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:4; 1 Kings 4:7; Deuteronomy 17:16

5 Rehoboam replied, “Come back to me in three days.” So the people left. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:5; 1 Kings 12:12; Proverbs 19:2

Two Sets of Counsel: Old Wisdom vs. Young Pride

6 Then King Rehoboam consulted the elders who had advised his father Solomon while he was alive. 

He asked, “What advice do you give me? How should I answer these people?” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:6; Proverbs 11:14; Proverbs 15:22

7 They replied, “If you are kind to these people and try to please them by speaking gently, they will be your loyal servants forever.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:7; Proverbs 15:1; Matthew 20:26

8 But Rehoboam ignored the advice of the elders and asked the young men who had grown up with him and now served him. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:8; Proverbs 12:15; Proverbs 1:25

9 “What do you advise?” he asked them. “These people say, ‘Lighten the burden your father put on us.’ What should I tell them?” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:9; Proverbs 15:22; Proverbs 20:18

10 The young men replied, “Tell them this: ‘My little finger is thicker than my father’s waist! 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:10; Proverbs 18:13; Ecclesiastes 10:16

11 My father laid a heavy burden on you, but I will make it heavier. He whipped you with cords; I will whip you with scorpions!’” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:11; 1 Kings 12:14; Proverbs 16:18

A Kingdom Divided

12 On the third day, Jeroboam and all the people came back to Rehoboam, as he had instructed. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:12; 1 Kings 12:5; Proverbs 27:1

13 But the king answered them harshly. He rejected the advice of the elders Cross References: 1 Kings 12:13; Proverbs 15:1; Ecclesiastes 10:16

14 and followed the counsel of the young men. He said, “My father made your yoke heavy; I’ll make it even heavier. He disciplined you with whips; I’ll discipline you with scorpions!” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:14; 1 Kings 12:11; Proverbs 17:14

15 So the king did not listen to the people. This turn of events was from God, so that the Lord could carry out the word He had spoken through Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam son of Nebat. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:15; 1 Kings 11:29; 1 Kings 11:31

Rebellion Against the House of David

16 When the people of Israel realized the king had rejected their request, they said, “What share do we have in David? We have no inheritance in Jesse’s son. Everyone to your tents, Israel! Look after your own house, David!” So all Israel returned to their homes. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:16; 2 Samuel 20:1; 2 Samuel 20:2

17 But Rehoboam still reigned over the Israelites who lived in the cities of Judah. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:17; 2 Chronicles 11:1; 2 Chronicles 11:3

18 Then King Rehoboam sent out Hadoram, who was in charge of forced labor, but the Israelites stoned him to death. King Rehoboam quickly jumped into his chariot and fled to Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:18; 2 Samuel 20:24; 1 Kings 4:6

19 So Israel has been in rebellion against the house of David to this day. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:19; 2 Kings 17:21; 1 Kings 11:11

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 10

1.  Wise Leadership Listens Rehoboam’s downfall began with ignoring wise counsel. Godly leaders must value experienced, humble voices over prideful peers. 2.  Words Matter The way leaders speak to the people—gentle or harsh—can determine whether they inspire loyalty or rebellion. 3.  God’s Sovereignty in Human Choices Even Rehoboam’s poor decision was part of God’s plan to fulfill a

prophecy. God uses even mistakes to accomplish His will. 4.  Pride Divides The division of the kingdom was fueled by arrogance and insensitivity. Pride can split families, churches, and nations. 5. 

Rejection of Mercy Leads to Loss The people offered loyalty in exchange for mercy. Rehoboam’s rejection of that offer cost him ten tribes. 6.  Spiritual Rebellion Has Lasting Effects The rebellion of Israel against the house of David became a long-term division—showing how disobedience can leave deep scars. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 11 — Crawford Standard Bible

God Stops a Civil War

1 When Rehoboam returned to Jerusalem, he gathered 180,000 select warriors from the tribes of Judah and Benjamin. His goal was to fight against Israel and restore the kingdom to himself. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:21; 2 Chronicles 13:3; 2 Chronicles 14:8

2 But the word of the Lord came to Shemaiah, the man of God:

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:22; 2 Chronicles 12:5; 2 Chronicles 12:7

3 “Say to Rehoboam son of Solomon, king of Judah, and to all Israel living in Judah and Benjamin, Cross References: 1 Kings 12:23; 2 Chronicles 12:5; 1 Kings 13:1

4 ‘This is what the Lord says: Do not go to war against your brothers. Go back home, every one of you, because this division is from Me.’” So they obeyed the Lord’s command and did not march against Jeroboam. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:24; 2 Chronicles 25:7; 2 Chronicles 35:21

Rehoboam Fortifies the Kingdom of Judah

5 Rehoboam lived in Jerusalem and began strengthening the cities of Judah for defense. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 8:5; 2 Chronicles 14:6; 2 Chronicles 17:12

6 He rebuilt and fortified Bethlehem, Etam, and Tekoa; 

 Cross References: Micah 5:2; Amos 1:1; 2 Samuel 14:2

7 Beth-zur, Soco, and Adullam; 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:58; 1 Samuel 22:1; Joshua 15:35

8 Gath, Mareshah, and Ziph; 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:44; Micah 1:15; 1 Samuel 17:4

9 Adoraim, Lachish, and Azekah; 

 Cross References: Joshua 10:3; Joshua 15:35; Micah 1:13

10 Zorah, Aijalon, and Hebron—these were fortified cities in Judah and Benjamin. 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:33; Judges 13:2; Joshua 21:11

11 He reinforced the fortresses, stationed commanders in them, and stocked them with supplies of food, oil, and wine. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 17:2; 2 Chronicles 17:12; 2 Chronicles 26:9

12 He also put shields and spears in every city, making them extremely strong. Judah and Benjamin remained under his control. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 14:8; 2 Chronicles 26:14; Nehemiah 4:13

The Faithful Flock to Judah

13 The priests and Levites throughout Israel sided with Rehoboam and moved to Jerusalem from their lands. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:31; 2 Chronicles 13:9; Numbers 3:6

14 Jeroboam and his sons had removed them from serving as priests of the Lord. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:31; 1 Kings 13:33; Numbers 18:20

15 Instead, Jeroboam appointed his own priests for the pagan shrines, for the goat idols, and for the golden calves he had made. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:31; 1 Kings 12:28; 1 Kings 13:34

16 Then people from every tribe of Israel who were determined to seek the Lord, the God of Israel, came to Jerusalem to worship and offer sacrifices to the God of their ancestors. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:5; Psalm 122:1; 2 Chronicles 15:9

17 These faithful people strengthened the kingdom of Judah and supported Rehoboam, son of Solomon, for three years. During those three years, they followed the ways of David and Solomon. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 12:1; 2 Chronicles 14:4; 1 Kings 15:11

Rehoboam’s Family and Political Strategy

18 Rehoboam married Mahalath, daughter of Jerimoth (a son of David), and Abihail, daughter of Eliab (a son of Jesse). 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:13; 2 Samuel 17:25; 1 Chronicles 3:1

19 They had three sons: Jeush, Shemariah, and Zaham. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 3:1; 1 Chronicles 2:13; 1 Chronicles 7:1

20 Later, he married Maacah, daughter of Absalom. She bore him Abijah, Attai, Ziza, and Shelomith. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 13:2; 2 Chronicles 13:1; 1 Kings 15:2

21 Rehoboam loved Maacah more than all his other wives and concubines. He had eighteen wives and sixty concubines, and he fathered twenty-eight sons and sixty daughters. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 11:3; Deuteronomy 17:17; 2 Chronicles 13:21

22 Rehoboam appointed Abijah, son of Maacah, to be chief among his brothers, intending to make him the next king. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 13:1; 1 Kings 1:30; 1 Chronicles 28:5

23 He acted wisely by distributing his other sons throughout the fortified cities in Judah and Benjamin. He gave them plenty of food and found many wives for them. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 21:3; Genesis 25:6; 1 Chronicles 28:4

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 11

1.  Obedience to God's Word Prevents Conflict Rehoboam’s decision to not go to war, following God’s command through Shemaiah, prevented a civil war and showed God's sovereign hand in division. 2.  God Ordains and Allows Kingdom Divides The split between Judah and Israel was not accidental—it was God-ordained. Sometimes divisions happen for God’s greater purpose. 3.  True Worshipers Seek God Above Politics The faithful left their homes in the north and came to Judah to worship God properly, showing that loyalty to God surpasses national boundaries. 4.  Leadership Requires Strategic Defense Rehoboam wisely fortified cities, stocked provisions, and spread out his family to secure the kingdom—a practical example of leadership and foresight. 5.  Pagan Substitutes Never Replace God’s Way Jeroboam's man-made priesthood and idol worship drove the faithful away and revealed the danger of spiritual compromise. 6.  God Blesses Those Who Seek Him First Those who turned their hearts toward God in Jerusalem were part of the strengthening of Judah’s kingdom. God's people build God’s kingdom. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 12 — Crawford Standard Bible

Rehoboam and Israel Abandon the Lord

1 Once Rehoboam had established his authority and secured his kingdom, he and all Israel abandoned the law of the Lord. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 14:22; Deuteronomy 8:14; Hosea 13:6

2 In the fifth year of King Rehoboam’s reign, Shishak king of Egypt attacked Jerusalem because the people had been unfaithful to the Lord. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 14:25; 2 Chronicles 12:1; 1 Kings 11:40

3 Shishak came with 1,200 chariots, 60,000 horsemen, and an uncountable horde of foot soldiers from Egypt—along with the Libyans, the Sukkites, and the Ethiopians. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 14:25; 2 Chronicles 16:8; Nahum 3:9

4 He conquered the fortified cities of Judah and came all the way to Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 14:26; 2 Kings 18:13; 2 Chronicles 32:1

The Lord’s Rebuke and Mercy

5 Then the prophet Shemaiah came to Rehoboam and the leaders of Judah, who had gathered in Jerusalem to prepare for the attack. Shemaiah said, “This is what the Lord says: You have abandoned Me, so now I have abandoned you to Shishak.” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 15:2; Judges 10:13; 2 Chronicles 24:20

6 The leaders of Israel and King Rehoboam humbled themselves and said, “The Lord is right.” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 7:14; Exodus 9:27; 1 Kings 21:29

7 When the Lord saw their humility, He gave this word to Shemaiah: “Because they have humbled themselves, I will not completely destroy them. I will give them some deliverance. My anger will not be poured out on Jerusalem through Shishak. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 7:14; 2 Chronicles 33:12; Jonah 3:10

8 But they will become his subjects. This will teach them the difference between serving Me and serving foreign kings.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:47; Deuteronomy 28:48; Ezra 9:9

The Plundering of Jerusalem

9 So King Shishak of Egypt attacked Jerusalem. He took away the treasures of the Lord’s Temple and the royal palace. He took everything—including all the gold shields Solomon had made. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 14:26; 1 Kings 10:16; 1 Kings 10:17

10 Rehoboam replaced them with bronze shields and entrusted them to the captains of the guard who protected the entrance of the royal palace. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 14:27; 1 Kings 14:28; 1 Samuel 8:14

11 Whenever the king went to the Lord’s temple, the guards would carry the shields and then return them to the guardroom afterward. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 14:28; 1 Kings 14:27; 1 Kings 10:17

The End of Rehoboam’s Reign

12 Because Rehoboam humbled himself, the Lord’s anger turned away from him, and he was not completely destroyed. Indeed, some good remained in Judah. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 7:14; 2 Chronicles 32:26; 2 Chronicles 33:12

13 King Rehoboam firmly established his rule in Jerusalem. He was 41 years old when he became king, and he reigned for 17 years in Jerusalem—the city the Lord had chosen from all the tribes of Israel to put His name. His mother’s name was Naamah, the Ammonite. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 14:21; 1 Kings 11:43; 2 Chronicles 9:31

14 But he did evil, because he did not make it a priority to seek the Lord. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 28:9; 2 Chronicles 19:3; 2 Chronicles 30:19

15 The rest of Rehoboam’s story, from beginning to end, is written in the records of the prophet Shemaiah and the seer Iddo, which include genealogies. Rehoboam and Jeroboam were constantly at war. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 14:29; 1 Kings 14:30; 2 Chronicles 9:29

16 When Rehoboam died, he was buried in the City of David. His son Abijah succeeded him as king. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 14:31; 2 Chronicles 13:1; 1 Kings 15:1

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 12

1.  Pride Leads to Spiritual Decline Rehoboam’s downfall began when he turned away from the Lord after gaining strength and security—a warning against pride and complacency. 2.  God Sometimes Uses Enemies as Discipline Shishak’s invasion was not just a political event; it was a divine judgment meant to bring Judah to repentance. 3.  Humility Softens God’s Judgment When the leaders and the king humbled themselves, God relented from total destruction. Repentance can delay or even reverse consequences. 4.  Superficial Replacements Cannot Compare to God’s Glory Rehoboam replaced Solomon’s gold shields with bronze ones. It symbolized a kingdom that had lost its spiritual wealth—settling for less. 5.  Partial Obedience Is Not Enough Rehoboam did not fully devote his heart to the Lord. He did some good, but his legacy is marked by spiritual failure. 

6.  It’s Not How You Start—It’s How You Finish Though he began with God’s blessing and the legacy of Solomon, Rehoboam's failure to remain faithful brought sorrow and decline. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 13 — Crawford Standard Bible

Abijah Begins His Reign over Judah

1 In the eighteenth year of King Jeroboam's reign, Abijah became king over Judah. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 15:1; 1 Kings 15:2; 2 Chronicles 11:20

2 He ruled in Jerusalem for three years. His mother’s name was Michaiah, daughter of Uriel from Gibeah. There was constant war between Abijah and Jeroboam. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 15:2; 2 Chronicles 11:20; 1 Kings 15:6

Abijah’s Bold Challenge

3 Abijah went to battle with an army of 400,000 elite warriors. Jeroboam responded with 800,000

strong, courageous fighters. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 12:8; 2 Chronicles 17:14; 2 Chronicles 25:5

4 Abijah stood on Mount Zemaraim, in the hill country of Ephraim, and shouted, “Listen to me, Jeroboam and all Israel! 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 11:29; Joshua 20:7; 2 Chronicles 20:20

5 Don’t you know that the Lord God of Israel gave the kingdom of Israel to David and his descendants forever, by a covenant confirmed with salt? 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 7:12; Numbers 18:19; Leviticus 2:13

6 But Jeroboam son of Nebat, a servant of Solomon son of David, rebelled against his master. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 11:26; 1 Kings 12:20; 1 Kings 11:31

7 Then worthless and reckless men joined him and overpowered Rehoboam, Solomon’s son, who was young and inexperienced and couldn’t stand up to them. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:8; 1 Kings 12:13; Proverbs 27:12

8 Now you’re trying to resist the kingdom of the Lord, which is in the hands of David’s descendants. 

You have a huge army, and you’ve brought along those golden calves Jeroboam made as your gods. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:28; Exodus 32:4; Hosea 8:5

9 Haven’t you driven out the priests of the Lord, the sons of Aaron and the Levites? You’ve appointed your own priests, just like the pagan nations do. Anyone who brings a young bull and seven rams can become a priest of these so-called gods. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:31; 1 Kings 13:33; Numbers 16:40

10 But as for us, the Lord is our God, and we have not abandoned Him. The priests who serve the Lord are descendants of Aaron, and the Levites assist them. 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:10; Exodus 28:1; 1 Chronicles 23:13

11 Every morning and evening they offer burnt offerings and fragrant incense to the Lord. They also arrange the bread of the Presence on the pure table, and they light the gold lampstand with its lamps every evening. We are following the instructions of the Lord our God—but you have abandoned Him. 

 Cross References: Exodus 29:38; Exodus 25:30; Exodus 25:31

12 Look, God is with us! He is our leader. His priests sound the battle trumpets to call us to war. 

People of Israel, don’t fight against the Lord, the God of your ancestors—for you will not succeed!” 

 Cross References: Numbers 10:9; Joshua 6:4; 2 Chronicles 20:21

God Delivers Judah in Battle

13 But Jeroboam had set a trap to ambush them from behind, so the army of Judah was surrounded, front and back. 

 Cross References: Joshua 8:4; Judges 20:29; Joshua 8:14

14 When Judah turned around and saw that they were under attack from both sides, they cried out to the Lord. Then the priests blew the trumpets. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 20:9; Exodus 14:10; Psalm 50:15

15 The men of Judah shouted their battle cry, and as they shouted, God struck down Jeroboam and all Israel before Abijah and the army of Judah. 

 Cross References: Joshua 6:20; 2 Chronicles 20:22; 1 Samuel 17:52

16 The Israelites fled from Judah, and God handed them over. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:8; Deuteronomy 28:7; 2 Chronicles 14:12

17 Abijah and his troops inflicted a massive defeat—500,000 of Israel’s best soldiers were killed. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 14:20; 2 Chronicles 28:6; Judges 20:35

18 So the people of Israel were defeated at that time, and the people of Judah were victorious because they relied on the Lord, the God of their ancestors. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 14:11; 2 Chronicles 16:8; Psalm 20:7

Abijah’s Legacy

19 Abijah pursued Jeroboam and captured the cities of Bethel, Jeshanah, and Ephron, along with their surrounding towns. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 12:29; Genesis 28:19; Amos 7:13

20 Jeroboam never regained his strength during Abijah’s lifetime. The Lord struck him, and he died. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 14:20; 1 Samuel 25:38; Acts 12:23

21 But Abijah grew powerful. He had 14 wives and fathered 22 sons and 16 daughters. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 11:3; Deuteronomy 17:17; 2 Chronicles 11:21

22 The rest of Abijah’s story—his actions and speeches—are recorded in the writings of the prophet Iddo. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 15:7; 2 Chronicles 9:29; 2 Chronicles 12:15

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 13

1.  God Keeps His Covenant Abijah reminds Israel that God gave the throne to David’s line forever. 

God honors His promises, even when people forget them. 2.  False Religion Leads to Ruin Jeroboam replaced the true priests and the worship of the Lord with man-made religion and idols, leading to Israel’s defeat. 3.  God Honors Those Who Depend on Him Judah's victory came not from superior numbers, but from their dependence on God and obedience to His ways. 4.  Faithful Worship Matters Abijah’s emphasis on faithful sacrifices, priesthood, and temple practices shows that true worship must be grounded in God’s instructions. 5.  Even in Political Chaos, God Rules Though Judah was the smaller kingdom, their reliance on the Lord turned the tide of battle. God is sovereign even when things seem stacked against us. 6.  You Can’t Fight Against God and Win Abijah’s final warning is timeless: no one who fights against the Lord will prosper. This chapter is a vivid reminder of that truth. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 14 — Crawford Standard Bible

Asa Becomes King and Brings Reform

1 When Abijah died, he was buried in the City of David. His son Asa became king after him. During Asa’s reign, the land had peace for ten years. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 15:8; 1 Kings 15:24; Judges 3:11

2 Asa did what was right and good in the eyes of the Lord his God. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 15:11; 2 Kings 18:3; Deuteronomy 6:18

3 He removed the pagan altars and high places. He smashed the sacred stone pillars and cut down the Asherah poles. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 12:3; Exodus 34:13; 2 Kings 18:4

4 He commanded the people of Judah to seek the Lord, the God of their ancestors, and to obey His laws and commandments. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:29; 2 Chronicles 15:12; 2 Chronicles 17:4

5 Asa also removed the high places and incense altars from every city in Judah. Because of this, the kingdom was at peace under his rule. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 15:14; 2 Chronicles 15:17; Numbers 33:52

A Time of Peace and Preparation

6 Asa built fortified cities in Judah during this time of peace, since there was no war in those years. 

The Lord had given him rest. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:6; Psalm 29:11; Isaiah 26:12

7 Asa said to the people of Judah, “Let’s build up these towns and surround them with walls, towers, gates, and bars while we still have peace in the land. We have sought the Lord our God, and because we sought Him, He has given us peace on every side.” So they built and prospered. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 2:17; Nehemiah 4:6; 2 Chronicles 17:12

8 Asa had an army of 300,000 men from Judah who carried large shields and spears. From Benjamin, he had 280,000 men who carried small shields and bows. All of them were brave warriors. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 12:24; 2 Chronicles 17:14; 1 Chronicles 27:1

Victory over the Ethiopian Invasion

9 Then Zerah the Ethiopian came to attack with an army of one million men and 300 chariots. They advanced as far as Mareshah. 

 Cross References: Habakkuk 3:7; 2 Chronicles 12:3; Isaiah 37:9

10 Asa went out to meet him, and they took up battle positions in the Valley of Zephathah at Mareshah. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 17:2; Joshua 15:44; Micah 1:15

11 Asa cried out to the Lord his God: “Lord, You can help whether we have many or few. Help us, Lord our God, for we depend on You, and in Your name we have come against this great army. Lord, You are our God—don’t let mere men defeat You!” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 14:6; 2 Chronicles 20:12; Psalm 33:16

12 So the Lord struck down the Ethiopians before Asa and the army of Judah, and the Ethiopians fled. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:27; 1 Samuel 7:10; 2 Chronicles 20:22

13 Asa and his troops chased them as far as Gerar, and the entire Ethiopian army was crushed—they could not recover. They were destroyed by the Lord and His army, and Asa’s forces took a great amount of loot. 

 Cross References: Judges 4:16; 1 Samuel 17:52; Genesis 26:1

14 They also attacked all the towns around Gerar, because the fear of the Lord had fallen on them. 

They plundered all the towns, which held a tremendous amount of wealth. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 2:25; Exodus 23:27; Genesis 26:14

15 They also raided the camps where the herders kept their livestock, and they took away many sheep and camels. Then they returned to Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 30:20; Job 1:3; Genesis 26:14

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 14

1.  True Reformation Requires Action Asa didn’t just speak of faith—he removed idols, destroyed pagan altars, and called the people to obey God’s commands. Faith leads to change. 2.  Peace Comes from Seeking God The nation had rest and prosperity because Asa led Judah to seek the Lord wholeheartedly. 3.  Prepare in Times of Peace Asa wisely built up defenses during peaceful times, showing that wisdom plans ahead—not in fear, but in faith. 4.  God Responds to Humble Dependence Asa’s prayer before battle was a beautiful picture of full dependence on the Lord: “We rest on You.” 5.  Victory Belongs to the Lord Judah’s massive enemy was defeated not by superior power, but because they trusted in God. 6.  Fear of the Lord Opens the Way for Blessing Even enemy cities fell and yielded wealth, not because of Judah’s power, but because the fear of the Lord spread ahead of them. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 15 — Crawford Standard Bible

Azariah’s Prophetic Warning and Encouragement

1 Then the Spirit of God came upon Azariah son of Oded. 

 Cross References: Judges 6:34; Numbers 24:2; 1 Samuel 10:6

2 He went out to meet Asa and said, “Listen to me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin: The Lord is with you while you are with Him. If you seek Him, you will find Him. But if you abandon Him, He will abandon you. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:29; James 4:8; 1 Chronicles 28:9

3 For a long time, Israel was without the true God, without teaching priests, and without the law. 

 Cross References: Judges 17:6; Hosea 3:4; Amos 8:11

4 But whenever they turned back to the Lord, the God of Israel, in their distress and sincerely searched for Him, they found Him. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:30; Jeremiah 29:13; Judges 3:9

5 In those times, it wasn’t safe to travel—there was chaos everywhere, and great turmoil afflicted all the nations. 

 Cross References: Zechariah 8:10; Judges 5:6; Judges 2:14

6 One nation crushed another, one city clashed with another, because God troubled them with every kind of hardship. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 19:2; Haggai 2:22; Judges 2:15

7 But you, be strong! Don’t give up, for your efforts will be rewarded.” 

 Cross References: Ezra 10:4; Joshua 1:7; Hebrews 6:10

Asa’s Renewed Reforms

8 When Asa heard these words and the prophecy of Azariah, he took courage. He removed the detestable idols from all of Judah and Benjamin and from the towns he had captured in the hill country of Ephraim. Then he repaired the altar of the Lord that was in front of the temple entrance. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 15:12; 1 Kings 18:30; 2 Chronicles 33:16

9 He gathered together all the people of Judah and Benjamin, along with many from the tribes of Ephraim, Manasseh, and Simeon who had come to live with them. These people had left Israel to join Asa when they saw that the Lord his God was with him. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 11:16; 2 Chronicles 30:11; 2 Chronicles 30:18

10 So they all assembled in Jerusalem in the third month of Asa’s fifteenth year as king. 

 Cross References: Exodus 19:1; Leviticus 23:16; Deuteronomy 16:16

11 On that day, they sacrificed to the Lord 700 cattle and 7,000 sheep from the plunder they had taken. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:63; 2 Chronicles 30:24; Numbers 7:87

12 Then they entered into a covenant to seek the Lord, the God of their ancestors, with all their heart and soul. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:5; Jeremiah 50:5; 2 Kings 23:3

13 They even vowed that anyone who refused to seek the Lord God of Israel would be put to death, whether young or old, man or woman. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 13:9; Exodus 22:20; Deuteronomy 17:5

14 They shouted out their oath to the Lord with loud voices, trumpets, and ram’s horns. 

 Cross References: Numbers 10:10; Joshua 6:20; 1 Samuel 4:5

15 Everyone in Judah rejoiced at the oath because they had sworn it with all their hearts. They sought God eagerly and He allowed them to find Him. So the Lord gave them peace on every side. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 29:13; Isaiah 65:1; Joshua 21:44

Asa’s Zeal for the Lord

16 King Asa also removed his grandmother Maacah from her position as queen mother because she had made a shameful Asherah pole idol. Asa cut it down, crushed it, and burned it in the Kidron Valley. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 15:13; Deuteronomy 7:5; Exodus 32:20

17 Although the high places of idol worship were not removed from Israel, Asa’s heart was fully committed to the Lord all his life. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 15:14; 1 Kings 8:61; 1 Kings 11:4

18 He brought into God’s temple the silver, gold, and articles that he and his father had dedicated. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 15:15; 1 Kings 7:51; 2 Samuel 8:11

19 And there was no more war until the thirty-fifth year of Asa’s reign. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 16:1; 1 Kings 15:16; 2 Chronicles 14:1

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 15

1.  God Honors Those Who Seek Him Azariah’s message is timeless: if you seek God sincerely, you will find Him. But if you walk away from Him, He will let you go. 2.  Revival Starts with Repentance and Courage Asa responded to God’s word with boldness—removing idols, rebuilding worship, and gathering the people back to God. 3.  Unity Comes Through Devotion People from multiple tribes joined Asa, not for politics, but because they saw God was with him. Spiritual leadership attracts faithful followers. 4.  A Covenant with God Requires the Whole Heart The people didn’t make empty promises—they swore an oath, rejoiced in it, and sought God with their whole desire. 5.  Spiritual Zeal Doesn’t Play Favorites Asa didn’t excuse his grandmother’s idolatry—he removed her from her royal position to honor God above family ties. 6.  Wholehearted Faith Is Long-Term Asa’s heart remained loyal to the Lord all his life, even though not every idol was torn down. God honors enduring faith. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 16 — Crawford Standard Bible

Asa’s Treaty with Syria

1 In the thirty-sixth year of Asa’s reign, King Baasha of Israel came up against Judah and began to fortify Ramah so that no one could enter or leave the territory of King Asa of Judah. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 15:17; 1 Kings 15:33; Joshua 18:25

2 Asa responded by taking silver and gold from the treasuries of the Lord’s Temple and the royal palace. He sent it to Ben-Hadad, king of Syria, who ruled in Damascus, with this message: Cross References: 1 Kings 15:18; 2 Kings 12:18; 2 Kings 16:8

3 “Let there be a treaty between us, just as there was between my father and your father. I am sending you silver and gold. Break your treaty with King Baasha of Israel so that he will withdraw from me.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 15:19; 1 Kings 20:34; Isaiah 30:2

4 Ben-Hadad agreed with King Asa and sent the commanders of his armies against the cities of Israel. They attacked Ijon, Dan, Abel-maim, and all the store cities of Naphtali. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 15:20; 1 Kings 15:29; 2 Kings 15:29

5 When Baasha heard what was happening, he stopped fortifying Ramah and abandoned the project. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 15:21; Proverbs 21:30; Isaiah 8:10

6 Then King Asa and all Judah took the building materials from Ramah—its stones and timber—and used them to fortify the towns of Geba and Mizpah. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 15:22; Joshua 18:24; Judges 20:1

The Prophet’s Rebuke

7 At that time Hanani the seer came to King Asa and said, “Because you relied on the king of Syria and not on the Lord your God, you missed your chance to defeat the Syrian army. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 19:2; Isaiah 31:1; Psalm 20:7

8 Don’t you remember the vast army of Ethiopians and Libyans, with all their chariots and horsemen? But because you relied on the Lord, He handed them over to you. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 14:9; 2 Chronicles 14:11; 1 Samuel 17:47

9 The eyes of the Lord search the whole earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to Him. What you’ve done is foolish. From now on, you will face wars.” 

 Cross References: Zechariah 4:10; Proverbs 15:3; Job 34:21

10 Asa was furious with the seer and put him in prison because of this message. Asa also began to oppress some of the people at that time. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 20:2; Jeremiah 37:15; 1 Kings 22:27

Asa’s Final Years

11 The rest of Asa’s reign—from beginning to end—is recorded in the Book of the Kings of Judah and Israel. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 15:23; 2 Chronicles 25:26; 2 Chronicles 27:7

12 In the thirty-ninth year of his reign, Asa developed a serious disease in his feet. Yet even in his illness, he did not seek the Lord but only consulted the physicians. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 21:19; 2 Kings 1:2; Jeremiah 17:5

13 Asa died in the forty-first year of his reign. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 15:24; 2 Chronicles 21:1; 1 Kings 2:10

14 They buried him in his own tomb, which he had prepared for himself in the City of David. They laid him on a bed filled with spices and various fragrant perfumes, and they burned a huge funeral fire in his honor. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 21:19; Jeremiah 34:5; 2 Chronicles 32:33

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 16

1.  Trust in God Over Political Alliances Asa leaned on a human alliance with Syria instead of trusting in the Lord—and it cost him. God seeks those who depend fully on Him. 2.  Past Victories Don’t Excuse Present Disobedience Asa had trusted God in earlier battles, but his faith faltered later in life. Finishing strong in faith is as important as starting well. 3.  God Sees Hearts and Rewards Loyalty “The eyes of the Lord search the whole earth...” (v.9) reminds us that God is actively looking for people whose hearts are fully His. 4.  Rejecting Correction Brings Further Consequences Asa imprisoned the prophet for speaking truth and began oppressing his own people. 

A hardened heart invites further downfall. 5.  Seek God in Every Crisis—Even in Sickness Asa’s failure to seek God during his disease shows that physical problems can reveal spiritual needs. Our first response should always be prayer. 6.  A Legacy Is Shaped by Daily Trust Asa started strong but stumbled late in life. A person’s legacy is defined by consistent faith, not just early success. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 17 — Crawford Standard Bible

Jehoshaphat Strengthens the Kingdom

1 Jehoshaphat, Asa’s son, became king after him, and he strengthened Judah’s defenses against Israel. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 15:24; 2 Chronicles 14:6; 2 Kings 3:7

2 He stationed troops in all the fortified cities of Judah and set up military outposts in the towns of Ephraim that his father Asa had previously captured. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 15:8; 1 Chronicles 11:16; 2 Chronicles 8:5

3 The Lord was with Jehoshaphat because he followed the early example of his ancestor David. He did not worship the Baals, 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 3:3; Judges 2:11; 2 Kings 18:3

4 but instead sought the God of his father and followed His commands, rather than following the practices of Israel. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:2; Deuteronomy 6:17; 2 Kings 17:15

5 Therefore, the Lord firmly established the kingdom in Jehoshaphat’s hand. All Judah brought him gifts, and he became very wealthy and honored. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 4:21; 1 Chronicles 29:12; 2 Chronicles 1:1

6 He was deeply committed to the ways of the Lord. He even removed the high places and Asherah poles from Judah. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 14:3; 2 Chronicles 15:8; Deuteronomy 7:5

Teaching the Law Throughout Judah

7 In the third year of his reign, Jehoshaphat sent out his officials—Ben-Hail, Obadiah, Zechariah, Nethanel, and Micaiah—to teach in the cities of Judah. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 8:7; Deuteronomy 33:10; Malachi 2:7

8 Along with them were Levites: Shemaiah, Nethaniah, Zebadiah, Asahel, Shemiramoth, Jehonathan, Adonijah, Tobijah, and Tob-adonijah. The priests Elishama and Jehoram also accompanied them. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 19:8; Nehemiah 8:7; Numbers 35:2

9 They taught throughout Judah, carrying the Book of the Law of the Lord. They went through all the cities of Judah and taught the people. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 31:11; Nehemiah 8:8; 2 Kings 23:2

Jehoshaphat’s Reputation and Army

10 Because of this, the fear of the Lord fell on all the surrounding kingdoms. None of them dared make war against Jehoshaphat. 

 Cross References: Genesis 35:5; Deuteronomy 2:25; 2 Chronicles 14:14

11 Even the Philistines brought him gifts and silver as tribute. The Arabians brought him 7,700 rams and 7,700 male goats. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:25; Psalm 72:10; 2 Chronicles 26:8

12 Jehoshaphat grew more and more powerful. He built fortresses and supply cities throughout Judah. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 14:6; 2 Chronicles 27:4; 2 Chronicles 8:6

13 He had many enterprises throughout the cities of Judah, and a strong army stationed in Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 27:1; 2 Chronicles 14:8; 2 Chronicles 26:11

The Mighty Men of Valor

14 This is the number of troops by families and clans: From Judah, the commanders of units of 1,000

were: Adnah the commander, with 300,000 brave warriors; 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 14:8; 1 Chronicles 12:24; 2 Chronicles 25:5

15 Next to him was Jehohanan, with 280,000 men; 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 27:2; 2 Chronicles 13:3; 1 Chronicles 12:25

16 Then came Amasiah son of Zichri, who volunteered himself for the service of the Lord, with 200,000 mighty warriors. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 29:9; Judges 5:2; 2 Chronicles 17:19

17 From Benjamin: Eliada, a brave warrior, led 200,000 armed men with bows and shields; Cross References: 1 Chronicles 8:40; 1 Chronicles 12:2; 2 Chronicles 14:8

18 Next to him was Jehozabad with 180,000 prepared for battle. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 12:16; Numbers 1:3; 2 Chronicles 25:5

19 These men served the king in Jerusalem. Additional forces were stationed in all the fortified cities throughout Judah. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 27:1; 2 Chronicles 11:11; 1 Samuel 22:7

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 17

1.  Obedience Attracts God’s Favor Jehoshaphat prospered because he followed the ways of the Lord and did not adopt the corrupt religious practices of Israel. 2.  Teach the Word of God One of Jehoshaphat’s greatest acts was sending out teachers with the Law of the Lord to educate the people—an act of national revival. 3.  Fear of the Lord Brings Peace Because Judah feared the Lord and lived according to His ways, surrounding nations were afraid to attack. Righteousness leads to security. 4.  True Leadership Is Rooted in Commitment to God Jehoshaphat removed idols and invested in spiritual reform, showing that godly leadership starts with a heart set on honoring God. 5. 

God Rewards Faithful Servants Men like Amasiah “offered themselves willingly unto the Lord,” 

showing that God honors voluntary service and commitment. 6.  Spiritual Strength Leads to Military Strength Jehoshaphat’s spiritual reforms preceded his military success. The foundation of lasting national strength is spiritual obedience. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 18 — Crawford Standard Bible

Jehoshaphat’s Alliance with Ahab

1 Jehoshaphat had great riches and honor, and he formed an alliance through marriage with Ahab. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:44; 2 Kings 8:18; 2 Chronicles 17:5

2 Some years later, he went to visit Ahab in Samaria. Ahab slaughtered many sheep and oxen to welcome him and the people with him. Then he persuaded Jehoshaphat to join him in attacking Ramoth-gilead. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:2; 1 Kings 22:3; 1 Kings 20:34

3 Ahab king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat king of Judah, “Will you go with me to Ramoth-gilead?” 

Jehoshaphat replied, “I am as you are, and my people as your people; we will join you in the war.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:4; 2 Kings 3:7; Ruth 1:16

Seeking God’s Word

4 But Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, “Please, seek the word of the Lord first.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:5; 1 Samuel 30:8; Judges 20:27

5 So the king of Israel gathered four hundred prophets and asked them, “Should we go to war against Ramoth-gilead, or not?” They answered, “Go up, for God will give it into the king’s hand.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:6; 1 Kings 22:12; Jeremiah 23:16

6 But Jehoshaphat asked, “Isn’t there another prophet of the Lord we can consult?” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:7; Jeremiah 37:17; Amos 5:10

7 The king of Israel said, “There is still one man—Micaiah son of Imla—but I hate him. He never prophesies anything good about me, only bad.” Jehoshaphat replied, “You shouldn’t say that.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:8; 1 Kings 21:20; Amos 5:10

The True Prophet: Micaiah

8 So the king of Israel called one of his officers and said, “Bring Micaiah son of Imla quickly.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:9; Jeremiah 36:21; 1 Kings 20:9

9 The kings of Israel and Judah were each sitting on their thrones, dressed in royal robes, at the gate of Samaria. All the prophets were prophesying before them. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:10; 1 Kings 20:11; Esther 5:1

10 Zedekiah son of Chenaanah made iron horns and declared, “This is what the Lord says: With these you will gore the Arameans until they are destroyed!” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:11; Deuteronomy 33:17; Zechariah 1:21

11 All the other prophets agreed, saying, “Go up and succeed! The Lord will give the city into the king’s hand.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:12; Jeremiah 28:2; Ezekiel 13:6

12 The messenger who went to get Micaiah told him, “Look, all the other prophets are saying good things to the king. Let your word be like theirs—speak favorably.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:13; Jeremiah 5:31; Micah 2:11

13 But Micaiah replied, “As surely as the Lord lives, I will say only what my God tells me to say.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:14; Numbers 22:18; Numbers 24:13

14 When Micaiah arrived, the king asked him, “Micaiah, shall we go to war against Ramoth-gilead, or not?” He answered sarcastically, “Sure, go and succeed! They’ll be given into your hand!” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:15; Jeremiah 42:20; Ezekiel 14:4

15 But the king said, “How many times must I make you swear to tell me nothing but the truth in the name of the Lord?” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:16; Judges 17:2; Matthew 26:63

16 Then Micaiah said, “I saw all Israel scattered on the hills like sheep without a shepherd. And the Lord said, ‘They have no master; let them go home in peace.’” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:17; Numbers 27:17; Matthew 9:36

17 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Didn’t I tell you? He never prophesies anything good about me—only evil!” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:18; 1 Kings 21:20; Amos 7:12

Heaven’s Council Room

18 Micaiah continued, “Therefore, hear the word of the Lord: I saw the Lord sitting on His throne, with all the armies of heaven around Him. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:19; Isaiah 6:1; Job 1:6

19 The Lord said, ‘Who will entice Ahab king of Israel to go to battle at Ramoth-gilead so he can be killed?’ Some gave one suggestion, and others gave another. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:20; Job 2:1; 1 Kings 22:22

20 Then a spirit came forward and said, ‘I will entice him.’

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:21; Job 1:6; Zechariah 3:1

21 ‘How?’ the Lord asked. The spirit replied, ‘I will go out and be a lying spirit in the mouths of all his prophets.’ The Lord said, ‘You will succeed; go and do it.’

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:22; 1 Samuel 16:14; Ezekiel 14:9

22 So now, the Lord has put a lying spirit in the mouths of these prophets, and He has declared disaster against you.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:23; Ezekiel 14:9; 2 Thessalonians 2:11

Micaiah Is Imprisoned

23 Then Zedekiah son of Chenaanah came up and slapped Micaiah in the face. He said, “Which way did the Spirit of the Lord go from me to speak to you?” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:24; Matthew 26:67; Jeremiah 20:2

24 Micaiah replied, “You will find out on the day you go into a room to hide.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:25; 1 Kings 20:30; Isaiah 26:20

25 The king of Israel ordered, “Take Micaiah back to Amon the governor of the city and to Joash, my son. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:26; 2 Kings 25:23; Jeremiah 38:6

26 Tell them, ‘This is what the king says: Put this man in prison and feed him nothing but bread and water until I return safely.’” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:27; 2 Chronicles 16:10; Jeremiah 37:15

27 Micaiah said, “If you return safely, then the Lord has not spoken through me.” And he added, 

“Listen, all you people!” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:28; Deuteronomy 18:22; Ezekiel 33:33

The Death of Ahab

28 So the king of Israel and King Jehoshaphat of Judah went up to Ramoth-gilead. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:29; 2 Chronicles 35:22; 1 Kings 22:3

29 Ahab said to Jehoshaphat, “I’ll disguise myself when I go into battle, but you wear your royal robes.” So the king of Israel disguised himself and went to war. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:30; 1 Samuel 28:8; 1 Kings 20:38

30 Now the king of Aram had ordered his chariot commanders, “Don’t fight anyone—great or small— except the king of Israel.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:31; 1 Kings 20:23; 2 Samuel 11:15

31 When the commanders saw Jehoshaphat, they thought, “This must be the king of Israel,” and they surrounded him. But Jehoshaphat cried out, and the Lord helped him. God drew them away from him. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:32; 2 Chronicles 20:9; Psalm 50:15

32 When the chariot commanders realized he was not the king of Israel, they turned away from him. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:33; Proverbs 21:30; Job 5:12

33 Then a soldier shot an arrow randomly, and it struck the king of Israel between the joints of his armor. He told his chariot driver, “Turn around and get me out of the battle—I’m badly wounded!” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:34; 1 Kings 20:42; 1 Kings 21:19

34 The fighting raged all day. Ahab propped himself up in his chariot, facing the Arameans until evening. At sunset, he died. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:35; 1 Kings 22:37; 1 Kings 21:19

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 18

1.  Be Careful Who You Align With Jehoshaphat’s alliance with Ahab, a wicked king, brought him into a dangerous war. Partnerships should be rooted in shared faith and purpose. 2.  False Prophets

Are Many, but Truth Is Singular Four hundred prophets said what Ahab wanted to hear, but only Micaiah spoke God’s truth. Truth is not determined by majority opinion. 3.  Speak God’s Word—No Matter the Cost Micaiah courageously spoke the truth even when it meant imprisonment. 

Faithfulness to God means speaking what He says, not what people want to hear. 4.  God Sees Behind the Curtain The vision of heaven’s court reminds us that God is sovereign over all plans, decisions, and outcomes—even when people reject His warnings. 5.  Disguises Can’t Hide You from Judgment Ahab thought disguising himself would save him, but a “random” arrow struck him. 

God's judgment cannot be escaped by human schemes. 6.  God Rescues Those Who Cry Out to Him When Jehoshaphat cried out in danger, the Lord intervened. He hears and delivers those who call on Him sincerely. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 19 — Crawford Standard Bible

Jehoshaphat Rebuked for Helping Ahab

1 King Jehoshaphat of Judah returned safely to his home in Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:37; 2 Chronicles 18:34; 1 Kings 22:2

2 But the prophet Jehu, son of Hanani, went out to meet him. He said to the king, “Should you help the wicked and love those who hate the Lord? Because of this, the Lord’s anger is upon you. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 18:1; 2 Corinthians 6:14; James 4:4

3 Even so, there is some good in you, for you removed the Asherah poles from the land and have committed yourself to seek God.” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 17:6; 2 Chronicles 30:19; 1 Samuel 7:3

Jehoshaphat Leads the People to Repentance

4 Jehoshaphat lived in Jerusalem, but he went out among the people again—from Beersheba to the hill country of Ephraim—and turned them back to the Lord, the God of their ancestors. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 17:7; 2 Chronicles 15:8; Deuteronomy 30:2

Righteous Judges Appointed Throughout Judah

5 He appointed judges throughout the land in all the fortified cities of Judah. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 16:18; Deuteronomy 1:16; Exodus 18:21

6 He instructed them, saying, “Be careful what you do, because you are not judging for people, but for the Lord, who is with you when you give judgment. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 1:17; Psalm 82:1; Deuteronomy 19:17

7 So let the fear of the Lord be upon you. Be careful in what you do, for the Lord our God does not tolerate injustice, partiality, or the taking of bribes.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 10:17; Deuteronomy 16:19; Leviticus 19:15

Justice Established in Jerusalem

8 In Jerusalem, Jehoshaphat also appointed some of the Levites, priests, and heads of Israelite families to administer the Lord’s law and to settle disputes. These officials served when cases were brought back to Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 17:8; 1 Chronicles 23:4; 1 Chronicles 26:29

9 He gave them these instructions: “You must always act in the fear of the Lord, with honesty and a heart fully committed to Him. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 12:24; Joshua 24:14; 1 Chronicles 28:9

10 Whenever a case comes to you from fellow citizens who live in other cities—whether it’s a matter of murder or civil law, commandment or regulation—you must warn them not to sin against the Lord. If you do this, you will not bring guilt upon yourselves and your fellow citizens.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 17:9; Ezekiel 3:18; Leviticus 10:11

Chief Leaders of Church and State

11 “Amariah the high priest will have authority over all matters concerning the Lord. Zebadiah son of Ishmael, the ruler of Judah, will handle all matters relating to the king. The Levites will serve as officials assisting you. Be strong and do your duty, and may the Lord be with those who do what is right.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 1:9; 1 Chronicles 28:20; Deuteronomy 17:12

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 19

1.  Don’t Partner with the Ungodly Jehoshaphat’s alliance with Ahab brought God’s displeasure. 

Helping those who hate the Lord invites correction, even if your intentions seem honorable. 2. 

Faithfulness Does Not Cancel Accountability Although Jehoshaphat had done much good, he was still rebuked. God judges with fairness and expects accountability from all leaders. 3.  Leaders Must Lead the People Back to God Jehoshaphat didn’t just stay in Jerusalem—he went among the people to lead them in revival. True leadership involves shepherding others spiritually. 4.  Justice Belongs to the Lord Judges were reminded that they rule on God’s behalf. Godly leadership should be free of favoritism, bribes, and corruption. 5.  Fear of the Lord Is the Foundation of Justice When leaders fear God and remain faithful, their decisions bring peace and righteousness to the people they serve. 

6.  Structure Matters in God’s Kingdom Jehoshaphat established a clear system of leadership with spiritual and civic branches, showing that God values order and accountability in both religious and civil life. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 20 — Crawford Standard Bible

A Massive Army Threatens Judah

1 After this, the people of Moab and Ammon, along with others from the region of Mount Seir, came to wage war against Jehoshaphat. 

 Cross References: Judges 3:13; 2 Kings 3:5; Psalm 83:6

2 Messengers came and told Jehoshaphat, “A vast army is coming against you from Edom, from across the Dead Sea. They are already at Hazazon-tamar” (also called En-gedi). 

 Cross References: Genesis 14:7; 1 Samuel 24:1; Numbers 13:29

Jehoshaphat Seeks the Lord

3 Jehoshaphat was terrified and sought the Lord for guidance. He also declared a fast throughout all Judah. 

 Cross References: Joel 2:12; Ezra 8:21; Jonah 3:5

4 So the people of Judah came together from every town to seek help from the Lord. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 15:9; 1 Samuel 7:5; Joel 2:16

Jehoshaphat’s Prayer

5 Jehoshaphat stood before the community of Judah and Jerusalem in front of the new courtyard at the temple of the Lord. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:22; 2 Chronicles 6:12; 2 Chronicles 4:9

6 He prayed, “O Lord, God of our ancestors, You are the God who is in heaven. You rule over all the kingdoms of the earth. You are powerful and mighty; no one can stand against You. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:23; Daniel 4:35; Psalm 47:8

7 O our God, didn’t You drive out the inhabitants of this land before Your people Israel, and give it forever to the descendants of Your friend Abraham? 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:18; Isaiah 41:8; James 2:23

8 Your people settled here and built this temple to honor Your name. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:20; 2 Chronicles 6:7; 1 Chronicles 22:10

9 They said, ‘Whenever we are faced with any calamity—whether war, plague, or famine—we can come to stand in Your presence before this temple where Your name is honored. We can cry out to You in our distress, and You will hear us and save us.’

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:33; 2 Chronicles 6:28; 2 Chronicles 7:14

The Crisis Described

10 “And now see what the armies of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir are doing. You wouldn’t let our ancestors invade those nations when Israel left Egypt, so they went around them and didn’t destroy them. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 2:4; Deuteronomy 2:9; Deuteronomy 2:19

11 Now see how they reward us—for they have come to throw us out of Your land, which You gave us as an inheritance. 

 Cross References: Psalm 83:12; Numbers 21:24; Psalm 79:1

12 O our God, won’t You judge them? We are powerless against this vast army that is attacking us. 

We don’t know what to do, but our eyes are on You.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 121:1; Psalm 123:2; Judges 11:27

13 All the people of Judah stood before the Lord with their little ones, wives, and children. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 29:10; Joel 2:16; Ezra 10:1

God Speaks Through Jahaziel

14 Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jahaziel son of Zechariah (a Levite of the sons of Asaph) as he stood in the assembly. 

 Cross References: Numbers 11:25; 1 Samuel 10:10; Joel 2:28

15 He said, “Listen, all of you people of Judah and Jerusalem! Listen, King Jehoshaphat! This is what the Lord says: Do not be afraid or discouraged by this mighty army, for the battle is not yours, but God’s. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 17:47; Exodus 14:14; 2 Chronicles 32:8

16 Tomorrow, march out against them. You will find them coming up through the ascent of Ziz at the end of the valley that opens into the wilderness of Jeruel. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 23:29; Judges 7:9; Numbers 21:13

17 But you won’t even need to fight. Take your positions; stand still and watch the Lord’s victory. He is with you, O people of Judah and Jerusalem! Do not be afraid or discouraged. Go out tomorrow, for the Lord is with you!” 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:13; Exodus 14:14; Psalm 46:10

Worship and Praise Before the Battle

18 Then King Jehoshaphat bowed low with his face to the ground. And all the people of Judah and Jerusalem did the same, worshiping the Lord. 

 Cross References: Genesis 24:26; Exodus 4:31; Nehemiah 8:6

19 Then the Levites from the clans of Kohath and Korah stood to praise the Lord, the God of Israel, with a very loud shout. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:31; Psalm 150:5; 1 Chronicles 25:1

Victory Through Worship

20 Early the next morning, the army of Judah went out into the wilderness of Tekoa. On the way, Jehoshaphat stopped and said, “Listen to me, people of Judah and Jerusalem! Believe in the Lord your God, and you will be established. Believe in His prophets, and you will succeed.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 7:9; Mark 9:23; John 11:40

21 After consulting the people, the king appointed singers to walk ahead of the army, singing to the Lord and praising Him for His holy splendor. This is what they sang: “Give thanks to the Lord; His faithful love endures forever!” 

 Cross References: Psalm 136:1; 1 Chronicles 16:34; Psalm 100:5

Enemies Destroy Themselves

22 At the very moment they began to sing and give praise, the Lord caused the armies of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir to start fighting among themselves. 

 Cross References: Judges 7:22; 1 Samuel 14:20; 2 Kings 3:23

23 The Ammonites and Moabites turned against their allies from Mount Seir and completely destroyed them. Then they attacked each other. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 25:8; Isaiah 19:2; Zechariah 14:13

24 So when the army of Judah arrived at the lookout point in the wilderness, all they saw were dead bodies lying on the ground—as far as they could see. Not a single enemy had escaped. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:30; Isaiah 37:36; 1 Samuel 17:51

Great Spoils and Celebration

25 King Jehoshaphat and his men went out to gather the plunder. They found vast amounts of equipment, clothing, and valuables—more than they could carry. There was so much plunder it took them three days to collect it all. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 30:19; Numbers 31:32; Joshua 22:8

26 On the fourth day they gathered in the Valley of Beracah (which means “blessing”) and praised the Lord. That is why the valley is called the Valley of Beracah to this day. 

 Cross References: Psalm 34:1; Genesis 32:30; Joshua 7:26

Return to Jerusalem

27 Then all the men of Judah and Jerusalem, with Jehoshaphat leading them, returned joyfully to Jerusalem, for the Lord had given them reason to rejoice over their enemies. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 12:43; Psalm 126:3; Deuteronomy 30:9

28 They marched into Jerusalem to the music of harps, lyres, and trumpets, and went to the Temple of the Lord. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 15:28; Psalm 150:3; 2 Chronicles 5:13

29 When all the surrounding kingdoms heard that the Lord Himself had fought against the enemies of Israel, the fear of God came upon them. 

 Cross References: Joshua 2:10; Exodus 15:14; Deuteronomy 2:25

30 So Jehoshaphat’s kingdom was at peace, for his God had given him rest on every side. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 14:6; 1 Chronicles 22:9; Joshua 21:44

Jehoshaphat’s Reign Summarized

31 Jehoshaphat was thirty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem for twenty- five years. His mother’s name was Azubah, the daughter of Shilhi. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:41; 2 Chronicles 17:1; 1 Kings 22:42

32 He followed the example of his father Asa and did what was right in the Lord’s eyes. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:43; 2 Chronicles 17:3; 2 Chronicles 17:4

33 However, the high places were not removed, and the people still had not wholeheartedly committed themselves to the God of their ancestors. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:43; 2 Chronicles 15:17; Hosea 10:2

A Costly Alliance

34 The rest of the events of Jehoshaphat’s reign, from beginning to end, are recorded in the writings of Jehu son of Hanani, which are part of the book of the kings of Israel. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:45; 2 Chronicles 19:2; 1 Kings 16:1

35 After this, King Jehoshaphat of Judah made an alliance with King Ahaziah of Israel, who was very wicked. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:49; 2 Chronicles 18:1; 1 Kings 22:52

36 They agreed to build a fleet of trading ships at Ezion-geber to sail to Tarshish. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 9:26; 1 Kings 22:48; 1 Kings 10:22

37 But Eliezer son of Dodavahu from Mareshah prophesied against Jehoshaphat, saying, “Because you have allied yourself with Ahaziah, the Lord will destroy what you have made.” So the ships were wrecked and were never able to set sail. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:49; 2 Chronicles 19:2; Amos 3:3

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 20

1.  Seek God First in Crisis Jehoshaphat’s first reaction to trouble was fear—but he turned that fear into faith by seeking the Lord and calling the nation to pray. 2.  God Fights for His People “The battle is not yours, but God’s.” When we trust God and stand in faith, He brings supernatural victory beyond our ability. 3.  Worship Is a Weapon Praise led the way in battle—literally. As they sang, God set ambushes and confused their enemies. Worship invites divine intervention. 4.  Stand Still and Watch God Work Sometimes, God calls us not to fight, but to stand firm in trust. Our posture of surrender becomes our position of victory. 5.  There Is Blessing After the Battle The Valley of Beracah—meaning “blessing”—was a place of victory and abundance. What began as a threat ended in praise and prosperity. 6.  Unequal Partnerships Bring Loss Jehoshaphat’s alliance with wicked King Ahaziah led to ruined plans. God’s people should not align themselves with those who oppose

Him. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 21 — Crawford Standard Bible

Jehoram Becomes King

1 Jehoshaphat died and was buried with his ancestors in the City of David. His son Jehoram became king after him. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:50; 2 Kings 8:16; 2 Chronicles 20:31

2 Jehoram had several brothers—sons of Jehoshaphat—named Azariah, Jehiel, Zechariah, another Azariah, Michael, and Shephatiah. All were sons of King Jehoshaphat of Israel. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 17:7; 1 Chronicles 3:10; 2 Chronicles 11:23

3 Their father gave them valuable gifts of silver, gold, and other treasures, and assigned them fortified cities throughout Judah. But because Jehoram was the oldest, he gave him the kingdom. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 11:23; Deuteronomy 21:17; Genesis 25:6

Jehoram Kills His Brothers

4 When Jehoram secured control over the kingdom, he strengthened his rule by murdering all of his brothers with a sword, along with some of the leading officials of Israel. 

 Cross References: Judges 9:5; 2 Kings 11:1; 2 Chronicles 22:8

5 Jehoram was thirty-two years old when he began to reign, and he ruled in Jerusalem for eight years. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 8:17; 2 Chronicles 20:31; 1 Kings 22:42

6 But he followed the evil ways of the kings of Israel, just like Ahab’s family had done, because he had married one of Ahab’s daughters. He did what was evil in the Lord’s sight. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 8:18; 1 Kings 16:31; 2 Chronicles 18:1

God’s Covenant with David Preserves the Line

7 Even so, the Lord didn’t destroy David’s dynasty because of the covenant He had made with David. He had promised to preserve a lamp for David and his descendants forever. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 8:19; 2 Samuel 7:16; 1 Kings 11:36

Edom and Libnah Rebel

8 During Jehoram’s reign, the nation of Edom revolted against Judah’s control and appointed their own king. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 8:20; Genesis 27:40; 2 Samuel 8:14

9 Jehoram responded by marching out with his army and chariots. He launched a surprise nighttime attack and defeated the Edomite troops who had surrounded him and his chariot commanders. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 8:21; Genesis 32:7; 2 Samuel 8:13

10 Even so, Edom has been independent from Judah to this day. Around the same time, the town of Libnah also rebelled against Jehoram’s rule because he had abandoned the Lord, the God of his ancestors. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 8:22; Joshua 10:29; Judges 2:12

Wickedness in Judah

11 Jehoram built pagan shrines in the hill country of Judah. He led the people of Jerusalem into idolatry and caused Judah to turn away from God. 

 Cross References: Hosea 4:12; Ezekiel 16:15; 1 Kings 14:23

A Letter from Elijah the Prophet

12 Then Elijah the prophet sent Jehoram a letter that said: “This is what the Lord, the God of your ancestor David, says: Because you have not followed the ways of your father Jehoshaphat or your grandfather Asa, 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 17:1; 2 Kings 2:11; 1 Kings 21:19

13 But instead have followed the ways of the kings of Israel, and have led Judah and Jerusalem into idolatry—just like the house of Ahab did—and because you have murdered your own brothers, who were better men than you, 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 16:30; Genesis 4:8; 2 Kings 10:11

14 The Lord is going to strike your people, your children, your wives, and all your possessions with a terrible blow. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:59; Leviticus 26:16; 2 Samuel 12:15

15 And you yourself will suffer with a painful intestinal disease that will grow worse each day until your bowels eventually fall out.” 

 Cross References: Acts 1:18; 2 Chronicles 21:18; 1 Samuel 5:6

Jehoram’s Defeat and Death

16 Then the Lord stirred up the Philistines and the Arabians who lived near the Ethiopians to come against Jehoram. 

 Cross References: Judges 9:23; 1 Chronicles 5:26; 2 Chronicles 17:11

17 They invaded Judah and ransacked the royal palace. They carried off everything of value, including Jehoram’s sons and wives. Only his youngest son, Jehoahaz, was left. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 22:1; 2 Kings 24:13; Deuteronomy 28:41

18 After this, the Lord struck Jehoram with an incurable disease in his bowels. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 5:27; 1 Samuel 5:9; 2 Chronicles 21:15

19 After two years of suffering, his intestines came out due to the disease, and he died in excruciating pain. His people did not light a funeral fire in his honor, as they had for his ancestors. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 16:14; Jeremiah 22:18; Acts 1:18

No One Mourns the Wicked King

20 Jehoram was thirty-two years old when he began to reign, and he ruled in Jerusalem for eight years. No one regretted his death. Though they buried him in the City of David, he was not buried in the royal tombs of the kings. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 8:24; 2 Chronicles 24:25; 2 Chronicles 28:27

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 21

1.  God Honors His Covenant Even When Leaders Fail Though Jehoram was wicked, God didn’t destroy the Davidic line because of His covenant with David. God keeps His promises. 2.  Sinful Leadership Brings National Suffering Jehoram’s rebellion against God led to political revolt, national instability, and eventually invasion and loss. 3.  Idolatry Is Contagious By building pagan shrines and leading people into sin, Jehoram multiplied wickedness throughout Judah. Leadership carries influence. 4.  Divine Warnings Should Be Taken Seriously God sent a direct warning through the prophet Elijah. Jehoram ignored it and faced the full consequences of his choices. 5.  A Life Without God Leaves No Legacy Jehoram died in misery, unloved, unmourned, and dishonored. His life was remembered only for wickedness and pain. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 22 — Crawford Standard Bible

Ahaziah Becomes King of Judah

1 After the death of Jehoram, the people of Jerusalem made his youngest son, Ahaziah, king in his place. The older sons had been killed by the raiders who came with the Arabians to the camp. So Ahaziah, the son of Jehoram, became king of Judah. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 8:24; 2 Chronicles 21:17; 2 Kings 9:27

2 Ahaziah was twenty-two years old when he began to reign, and he ruled in Jerusalem for one year. 

His mother’s name was Athaliah, the granddaughter of Omri. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 8:26; 1 Kings 16:29; 1 Kings 16:30

A Wicked Influence

3 Ahaziah followed the wicked example of Ahab’s family, for his mother was his advisor and encouraged him to do wrong. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 8:27; 1 Kings 21:25; Micah 6:16

4 He did what was evil in the Lord’s sight, just like Ahab’s house, for after his father died, they became his counselors—and their advice led to his ruin. 

 Cross References: Micah 6:16; 1 Kings 12:8; Proverbs 13:20

A Fatal Alliance with Ahab’s Son

5 Following their counsel, Ahaziah joined Jehoram, the son of Ahab, king of Israel, in a war against King Hazael of Syria at Ramoth-gilead. The Syrians wounded Jehoram. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 8:28; 1 Kings 22:29; 2 Kings 9:15

6 Jehoram returned to Jezreel to recover from the wounds he had received at Ramah in the battle against Hazael. Then King Ahaziah of Judah went down to Jezreel to visit him because he was sick. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 8:29; 2 Kings 9:16; 2 Kings 9:17

Ahaziah’s Death Foretold by God

7 God had decided to bring about Ahaziah’s downfall through this visit to Jehoram. When Ahaziah arrived, he went with Jehoram to confront Jehu, son of Nimshi, whom the Lord had appointed to destroy Ahab’s dynasty. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 9:6; 1 Kings 19:16; 2 Kings 9:24

8 While Jehu was executing judgment on Ahab’s family, he found the princes of Judah and Ahaziah’s nephews, who were serving him, and killed them all. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 10:12; 2 Kings 10:11; 2 Kings 9:27

9 Then Jehu searched for Ahaziah, who was hiding in Samaria. They found him and brought him to Jehu, and he was executed. But they gave him a proper burial, for they said, “He was the grandson of Jehoshaphat, who sincerely sought the Lord with all his heart.” So there was no one left in Ahaziah’s family with the strength to rule the kingdom. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 9:27; 2 Chronicles 17:3; 1 Kings 22:43

Athaliah’s Evil Reign Begins

10 When Athaliah, Ahaziah’s mother, realized her son was dead, she seized power by killing all the remaining royal heirs of the house of Judah. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 11:1; Exodus 1:16; Matthew 2:16

11 But Jehoshabeath, daughter of King Jehoram and sister of Ahaziah, took Ahaziah’s infant son Joash and hid him away from the rest of the king’s sons who were being killed. She placed him and his nurse in a spare bedroom. Because Jehoshabeath was married to Jehoiada the priest, she safely hid Joash in the Temple of God, and Athaliah did not find him. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 11:2; Exodus 2:3; Matthew 2:13

12 Joash remained hidden with them in God’s Temple for six years while Athaliah ruled the land. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 11:3; 2 Chronicles 23:1; Exodus 2:9

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 22

1.  Evil Counsel Leads to Destruction Ahaziah listened to wicked advisors, especially his mother Athaliah and the house of Ahab, which ultimately led to his death. Whose voice we follow shapes our destiny. 2.  Bad Alliances Bring Ruin Ahaziah's alliance with Ahab’s family brought him into

judgment alongside them. Aligning with ungodly people often leads to shared consequences. 3. 

God’s Judgment Is Certain The downfall of Ahaziah was not random—it was divinely ordained as part of God’s judgment on Ahab’s house and those who aligned with it. 4.  The Preservation of God’s Promise Though Athaliah tried to wipe out the royal line of David, God protected the baby Joash through faithful people like Jehoshabeath and Jehoiada. God's promises cannot be thwarted. 5. 

Even in Darkness, God Raises Up Hope While Athaliah ruled in wickedness, God was preparing a righteous king in secret. His redemptive work often begins quietly and grows with time. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 23 — Crawford Standard Bible

Jehoiada’s Secret Plan to Restore the True King

1 In the seventh year of Athaliah’s reign, Jehoiada the priest took courage and made a covenant with the commanders of the army—Azariah son of Jeroham, Ishmael son of Jehohanan, Azariah son of Obed, Maaseiah son of Adaiah, and Elishaphat son of Zichri. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 11:4; 2 Chronicles 22:12; 2 Kings 11:9

2 They traveled throughout Judah and gathered the Levites and leaders from all the towns. Then they came together to Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 15:4; 2 Chronicles 5:2; 2 Kings 11:4

3 There in God’s Temple, the whole assembly made a covenant with the king. Jehoiada said, “Here is the king’s son! He must reign, just as the Lord promised concerning the descendants of David.” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 11:17; 2 Samuel 7:12; Psalm 132:11

The Restoration Plan Is Set in Motion

4 “Here’s what you must do,” Jehoiada told them. “A third of you priests and Levites who are on duty this Sabbath are to guard the doorways. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 11:5; 1 Chronicles 24:1; 1 Chronicles 9:25

5 Another third will stand guard at the king’s palace, and the final third will be at the Foundation Gate. All the rest of the people will gather in the courtyards of the Lord’s Temple. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 11:6; 1 Chronicles 9:22; 1 Chronicles 26:1

6 Only the priests and Levites who are on duty may enter the Temple itself, for they are holy. All the others must stay outside and guard the Lord’s presence. 

 Cross References: Numbers 18:7; Numbers 1:51; Ezekiel 44:9

7 The Levites must surround the king with weapons in hand. Anyone who tries to enter the Temple must be killed. Stay close to the king wherever he goes.” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 11:8; 1 Chronicles 12:33; Numbers 3:38

The King Is Crowned in the House of God

8 So the Levites and all the people of Judah followed Jehoiada’s instructions. The priests didn’t release their shifts, so the incoming and outgoing groups served together that Sabbath. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 11:9; 1 Chronicles 24:19; 2 Chronicles 8:14

9 Jehoiada gave the commanders the spears, shields, and small shields that had belonged to King David and were kept in God’s Temple. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 11:10; 1 Chronicles 18:7; 2 Samuel 8:7

10 He positioned the men with weapons from the south side to the north side of the Temple, standing by the altar and around the king. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 11:11; Numbers 3:26; 1 Chronicles 9:19

11 Then they brought out the king’s son, placed the crown on his head, gave him a copy of the law, and anointed him as king. And they shouted, “Long live the king!” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 11:12; 1 Samuel 10:24; 1 Kings 1:39

Athaliah Is Executed

12 When Athaliah heard the noise of celebration and the people running to see what was happening, she came to the Lord’s Temple. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 11:13; 2 Chronicles 23:13; Nehemiah 4:20

13 There she saw the new king standing at his pillar of authority at the entrance, surrounded by the commanders, the trumpeters, and a crowd rejoicing with music and singers leading praises. Athaliah tore her clothes and shouted, “Treason! Treason!” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 11:14; 2 Kings 23:3; Genesis 37:29

14 Jehoiada the priest ordered the commanders, “Take her out of the Temple grounds and kill anyone who tries to defend her. Don’t kill her in the Lord’s Temple.” 


 Cross References: 2 Kings 11:15; Leviticus 20:3; Numbers 15:36

15 So they seized her, and when she reached the Horse Gate by the king’s palace, they killed her there. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 11:16; Nehemiah 3:28; Jeremiah 31:40

The Nation Returns to the Lord

16 Then Jehoiada made a covenant between himself, the king, and all the people that they would be the Lord’s people. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 11:17; Exodus 19:5; Deuteronomy 26:18

17 All the people went to the temple of Baal and tore it down. They smashed its altars and images and killed Mattan, the priest of Baal, in front of the altars. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 11:18; Judges 6:27; 2 Kings 10:27

18 Jehoiada assigned the priests and Levites to their proper roles, as David had instructed, to offer burnt offerings in the Lord’s Temple with songs of praise and joy, just as Moses had written and David had arranged. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 11:18; 1 Chronicles 23:2; 1 Chronicles 25:1

19 He stationed gatekeepers at all the entrances to ensure no one who was ceremonially unclean could enter. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 11:19; 1 Chronicles 26:12; Ezekiel 44:9

Joash Begins His Reign in Peace

20 Then Jehoiada took the commanders, the nobles, the leaders of the people, and the entire population, and together they escorted the king from the Temple to the royal palace. They entered through the Upper Gate and placed the king on the throne. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 11:19; 1 Kings 1:46; 1 Chronicles 29:23

21 So all the people rejoiced, and the city remained calm because Athaliah had been killed with the sword. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 11:20; 2 Chronicles 20:30; 1 Chronicles 4:40

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 23

1.  God Always Preserves His Promises Though Athaliah tried to destroy the royal line, God's promise to David remained intact. Joash, the rightful heir, was protected and restored at the right time. 2.  Righteous Leadership Requires Boldness Jehoiada risked his life to stand for righteousness. Courageous leaders are needed to confront evil and lead people back to God. 3. 

Revival Begins with Covenant Renewal Jehoiada led the people in renewing their commitment to the Lord. Revival often starts with a return to God’s Word and a fresh dedication to His ways. 4. 

True Worship Replaces False Idols The people tore down the temple of Baal and restored the worship of the one true God. Genuine revival leads to removing idols and restoring holy worship. 5. 

Peace Follows Obedience After Joash was crowned and Athaliah was removed, the land was filled with joy and peace. God's blessing rests on those who walk in His ways. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 24 — Crawford Standard Bible

Joash Reigns Under Jehoiada’s Guidance

1 Joash was seven years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem for forty years. His mother’s name was Zibiah, from Beersheba. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 12:1; 2 Chronicles 22:12; 2 Kings 11:21

2 Joash did what was right in the sight of the Lord as long as Jehoiada the priest was alive. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 12:2; 2 Chronicles 24:17; 2 Chronicles 24:18

3 Jehoiada arranged two wives for him, and he had sons and daughters. 

 Cross References: Genesis 24:4; 2 Chronicles 22:11; Deuteronomy 7:3

The Temple of the Lord Is Repaired

4 Some time later, Joash decided to restore the Temple of the Lord. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 12:4; 1 Chronicles 22:19; Haggai 1:8

5 He gathered the priests and Levites and told them, “Go to all the towns of Judah and collect the money required each year by the law of Moses to repair the Temple of your God. Move quickly on this matter.” But the Levites did not act immediately. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 12:6; Exodus 30:12; Nehemiah 10:32

6 So the king summoned Jehoiada the chief priest and asked, “Why haven’t you required the Levites to bring in from Judah and Jerusalem the collection Moses commanded for the Tabernacle of the Covenant?” 

 Cross References: Exodus 38:26; Exodus 25:2; Numbers 1:50

7 For the sons of Athaliah—that wicked woman—had broken into God’s Temple and had even used the sacred things for the worship of Baal. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 21:6; 2 Kings 11:18; Daniel 5:3

A Chest for Offerings and a Joyful Response

8 At the king’s command, a large chest was made and placed outside the gate of the Temple of the Lord. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 12:9; Mark 12:41; Exodus 25:10

9 Then a proclamation was sent throughout Judah and Jerusalem, instructing the people to bring to the Lord the tax that Moses had required in the wilderness. 

 Cross References: Exodus 30:13; 2 Chronicles 30:5; 2 Kings 12:9

10 All the leaders and people gladly brought their contributions and dropped them into the chest until it was full. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 12:10; 1 Chronicles 29:9; 2 Corinthians 9:7

11 Whenever the chest was brought to the king’s officials by the Levites and they saw that a lot of money had been collected, the king’s secretary and the high priest’s official would come and empty the chest, then return it to its place. This was done day after day, and a great amount of money was collected. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 12:10; Exodus 36:5; 2 Kings 22:9

12 The king and Jehoiada gave the funds to those who supervised the work on the Temple. They hired masons and carpenters to restore the Lord’s Temple, as well as workers skilled in iron and bronze. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 12:11; 1 Kings 5:18; 2 Chronicles 34:11

13 The men worked faithfully, and the repairs progressed well under their supervision. They restored the Temple of God to its original form and strengthened it. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 12:14; Ezra 6:14; 2 Chronicles 29:35

14 When the work was completed, the remaining money was used to make articles for the Temple—

tools for worship, utensils, and vessels of gold and silver. Burnt offerings were offered in the Temple continually as long as Jehoiada lived. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 12:13; Numbers 4:14; 1 Chronicles 28:14

Jehoiada’s Death and Joash’s Rebellion

15 Jehoiada lived a long life and died at the age of 130. 

 Cross References: Genesis 25:8; Job 42:17; Genesis 50:26

16 He was buried among the kings in the City of David because of the good he had done for Israel, for God, and for the Temple. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 24:25; 1 Kings 2:10; 2 Chronicles 32:33

17 But after Jehoiada’s death, the leaders of Judah came and bowed before King Joash, and he listened to them. 

 Cross References: Judges 2:19; Proverbs 29:12; 2 Chronicles 22:3

18 They abandoned the Temple of the Lord, the God of their ancestors, and began worshiping Asherah poles and idols. Because of this sin, God’s anger fell upon Judah and Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: Judges 2:12; Deuteronomy 31:17; 2 Chronicles 21:11

19 The Lord sent prophets to warn them and call them back, but the people refused to listen. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 17:13; Jeremiah 25:4; Nehemiah 9:26

The Martyrdom of Zechariah and God's Judgment

20 Then the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah son of Jehoiada the priest. He stood before the people and said, “This is what God says: Why do you disobey the Lord’s commands and bring disaster on yourselves? Because you have abandoned the Lord, He has also abandoned you.” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 15:2; Numbers 11:25; Matthew 23:35

21 But they conspired against Zechariah and stoned him to death at the king’s command right in the courtyard of the Lord’s Temple. 

 Cross References: Matthew 23:35; Luke 11:51; Acts 7:52

22 King Joash showed no gratitude for the kindness Jehoiada had shown him, and he killed Jehoiada’s son. As Zechariah died, he said, “May the Lord see this and bring judgment.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 4:10; 2 Chronicles 24:2; Luke 18:7

Joash Is Defeated and Assassinated

23 At the end of the year, the Aramean army came to Judah and Jerusalem. They killed all the leaders of the people and sent the loot to the king of Damascus. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 12:17; Amos 1:4; 2 Chronicles 24:24

24 Although the Aramean army was small, the Lord allowed them to defeat a much larger army because the people of Judah had abandoned Him, the God of their ancestors. So He used the Arameans to bring judgment against Joash. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 14:6; Leviticus 26:36; 2 Chronicles 24:18

25 After the Arameans withdrew, Joash was severely wounded. His own officials conspired against him for murdering Zechariah son of Jehoiada, and they killed him on his bed. He died and was buried in the City of David, but not in the royal tombs. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 12:20; 2 Chronicles 24:22; 2 Chronicles 21:20

26 The conspirators were Zabad son of Shimeath, an Ammonite woman, and Jehozabad son of Shimrith, a Moabite woman. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 12:21; Deuteronomy 23:3; 2 Chronicles 24:22

27 The account of Joash’s sons, the many prophecies about him, and his restoration of the Temple of God are recorded in the Book of the Kings. His son Amaziah succeeded him as king. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 12:19; 2 Chronicles 25:1; 2 Kings 14:1

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 24

1.  Godly Influence Is Powerful but Temporary Joash served the Lord while Jehoiada was alive, but his faith collapsed without that spiritual support. We must cultivate our own lasting relationship with God, not depend solely on others. 2.  Willing Hearts Fuel God’s Work When Joash challenged the people to give toward the Temple, they responded joyfully. God's people thrive when generosity is paired with purpose. 3.  Ungratefulness Is a Dangerous Sin Joash forgot the kindness of Jehoiada and murdered his son Zechariah. Ingratitude can lead to terrible betrayal and spiritual blindness. 4. 

God Sees and Judges All Things Zechariah’s final cry was, “May the Lord see and repay.” God’s justice is never out of reach— even when it seems delayed. 5.  Rebellion Brings Ruin Judah’s return to idolatry after Jehoiada’s death brought destruction. Forsaking the Lord removes His hand of protection and invites consequences. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 25 — Crawford Standard Bible

Amaziah Begins His Reign

1 Amaziah was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem for twenty-nine years. His mother’s name was Jehoaddan, from Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 14:1; 2 Kings 14:2; 2 Chronicles 24:1

2 He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, but not wholeheartedly. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 14:3; 2 Chronicles 24:2; 2 Chronicles 25:14

3 After his authority as king was firmly established, he executed the officials who had assassinated his father the king. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 14:5; 2 Chronicles 24:25; 2 Chronicles 24:26

4 However, he did not kill their children, as it is written in the Law of Moses, where the Lord commanded: “Parents must not be put to death for their children, nor children for their parents; each person must die for their own sin.” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 14:6; Deuteronomy 24:16; Ezekiel 18:20

Preparing for Battle — But Not with Israel’s Help

5 Amaziah assembled the people of Judah and assigned them commanders of thousands and of hundreds, according to their family divisions, across all Judah and Benjamin. He counted all the men twenty years and older and found there were 300,000 capable warriors trained with spear and shield. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 27:1; 2 Chronicles 17:14; 2 Chronicles 26:13

6 He also hired 100,000 experienced fighters from Israel for 100 talents of silver. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 25:9; 2 Chronicles 25:10; 1 Kings 20:1

7 But a man of God came to him and said, “King, do not let the army of Israel go with you. The Lord is not with Israel—He is not with the people of Ephraim. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 13:12; 2 Chronicles 19:2; 2 Chronicles 20:37

8 If you insist on going with them into battle, be prepared to lose. God has the power to help you or to bring you down.” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 20:6; Psalms 20:7; Proverbs 21:31

9 Amaziah asked the man of God, “But what about the silver I already paid the Israelite troops?” The man of God replied, “The Lord can give you much more than that.” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 25:8; Job 1:21; Philippians 4:19

Victory and Consequences

10 So Amaziah dismissed the troops from Ephraim and sent them home. They were furious with Judah and left in great anger. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 25:13; 2 Chronicles 25:6; 1 Samuel 29:4

11 Then Amaziah boldly led his own people to the Valley of Salt, where they defeated 10,000 men from Seir. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 14:7; 2 Samuel 8:13; Psalms 60:1

12 They captured another 10,000 alive, took them to the top of a cliff, and threw them down, shattering them on the rocks below. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 20:10; Obadiah 1:3; Amos 1:11

13 Meanwhile, the Israelite soldiers who had been dismissed raided cities in Judah between Samaria and Beth Horon. They killed 3,000 people and took much plunder. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 25:10; 2 Chronicles 28:6; 1 Samuel 30:1

Amaziah’s Idolatry and Warning

14 After defeating the Edomites, Amaziah brought back their gods, set them up as his own, bowed before them, and burned incense to them. 

 Cross References: Judges 2:11; Judges 2:12; Isaiah 44:17

15 This made the Lord very angry, so He sent a prophet to say, “Why are you worshiping the gods of a nation that couldn’t even protect its own people from you?” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 25:20; Jeremiah 2:11; Isaiah 46:7

16 While the prophet was still speaking, the king interrupted and said, “Who made you the king’s advisor? Stop talking before I have you killed!” The prophet replied, “I know that God has decided to destroy you, because you have done this and won’t listen to correction.” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 24:20; 2 Chronicles 24:21; 2 Chronicles 16:10

Amaziah Challenges Israel and Is Defeated

17 After this, Amaziah consulted his advisors and sent a challenge to King Joash of Israel, son of Jehoahaz and grandson of Jehu, saying, “Come and face me in battle.” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 14:8; 2 Chronicles 13:2; 1 Kings 12:16

18 Joash responded with a parable: “A thistle in Lebanon sent a message to a cedar, asking for its daughter’s hand in marriage for his son. Then a wild animal came by and trampled the thistle. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 14:9; Judges 9:8; Judges 9:15

19 You’ve defeated Edom, and now you’re proud. But stay at home! Why bring trouble on yourself and Judah?” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 14:10; Proverbs 16:18; Proverbs 18:12

20 But Amaziah refused to listen, for God had determined to hand him over to his enemies, because he had turned to the gods of Edom. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 14:11; 2 Chronicles 25:15; 1 Kings 22:20

Israel Defeats Judah and Plunders Jerusalem

21 So King Joash of Israel went to battle. He and King Amaziah of Judah met at Beth Shemesh, in Judah. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 14:11; Joshua 15:10; 1 Samuel 6:12

22 Judah was defeated, and the soldiers fled to their homes. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 14:12; 2 Chronicles 25:6; Deuteronomy 28:25

23 Joash captured Amaziah and marched to Jerusalem. He broke down 600 feet of the city wall—from the Ephraim Gate to the Corner Gate. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 14:13; Nehemiah 1:3; 2 Chronicles 26:6

24 He looted all the gold, silver, and sacred articles in the Temple, which had been cared for by Obed- Edom, along with treasures from the royal palace and hostages. Then he returned to Samaria. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 14:14; 1 Kings 14:26; 2 Chronicles 12:9

The End of Amaziah

25 Amaziah, son of Joash, king of Judah, lived fifteen years after the death of King Joash of Israel. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 14:17; 2 Kings 13:12; 2 Chronicles 24:27

26 The rest of Amaziah’s deeds, from beginning to end, are written in the Book of the Kings of Judah and Israel. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 14:18; 2 Chronicles 20:34; 2 Chronicles 24:27

27 After Amaziah turned away from the Lord, a conspiracy formed against him in Jerusalem. He fled to Lachish, but assassins were sent after him and killed him there. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 14:19; 2 Chronicles 24:25; Joshua 10:31

28 His body was brought back on horseback and buried in the City of Judah alongside his ancestors. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 14:20; 2 Chronicles 24:16; 2 Chronicles 21:20

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 25

1.  Partial Obedience Is Not Enough Amaziah did what was right—but not wholeheartedly. God desires our complete devotion, not half-hearted loyalty. 2.  Obeying God May Require Sacrifice Amaziah was willing to lose silver to obey God's word. Faith sometimes means giving up personal investments for obedience. 3.  Idolatry Is Irrational and Offensive to God Amaziah worshiped the gods of the people he defeated. This foolish act led to his downfall. We must not give our hearts to anything but God. 4.  Pride Leads to Destruction After his victory over Edom, Amaziah’s pride pushed him to challenge Israel unnecessarily, resulting in disaster. Humility guards us from foolish conflict. 5.  Refusing Correction Invites Ruin Amaziah rejected the prophet’s rebuke, sealing his judgment. God warns us through others so we might turn and live. 6.  Falling Away Brings Consequences After Amaziah turned from the Lord, conspiracy, defeat, and assassination followed. 

Drifting from God never ends well. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 26 — Crawford Standard Bible

Uzziah Becomes King at Sixteen

1 Then all the people of Judah took Uzziah, who was only sixteen years old, and made him king in place of his father Amaziah. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 14:21; 2 Kings 14:22; 2 Chronicles 25:1

2 He rebuilt the town of Eloth and restored it to Judah after his father’s death. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 14:22; 1 Kings 9:26; 2 Kings 16:6

3 Uzziah was sixteen when he began to reign, and he ruled in Jerusalem for fifty-two years. His mother’s name was Jecoliah of Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 15:2; 2 Chronicles 24:1; 2 Chronicles 25:1

4 He did what was right in the Lord’s eyes, just as his father Amaziah had done. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 15:3; 2 Chronicles 25:2; 2 Chronicles 27:2

5 Uzziah sought God during the days of Zechariah, who had insight in the visions of God. As long as Uzziah sought the Lord, God caused him to succeed. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 15:2; 1 Chronicles 28:9; Zechariah 1:1

Military Strength and Prosperity

6 Uzziah went to war against the Philistines. He tore down the walls of Gath, Jabneh, and Ashdod and built cities in their territory. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 21:16; 2 Chronicles 21:17; Amos 1:6

7 God helped him against the Philistines, the Arabians living in Gurbaal, and the Mehunites. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 14:12; 2 Chronicles 17:11; Judges 6:3

8 The Ammonites paid tribute to Uzziah, and his fame spread all the way to the borders of Egypt because he had become very powerful. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 17:10; 2 Chronicles 17:11; 1 Kings 4:21

9 He built towers in Jerusalem at the Corner Gate, the Valley Gate, and the angle in the wall, and fortified them. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 32:5; Nehemiah 3:1; 2 Chronicles 14:7

10 He also built towers in the wilderness and dug many wells, for he had large herds in the lowlands and plains. He had farmers and vineyard workers in the hills and fertile fields, for he loved agriculture. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 27:26; 1 Chronicles 27:29; 1 Chronicles 27:31

A Mighty Army and Military Innovations

11 Uzziah had a well-organized army ready for battle. Jeiel the scribe and Maaseiah the officer kept records under Hananiah, one of the king’s commanders. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 27:1; 2 Chronicles 17:14; 2 Chronicles 25:5

12 There were 2,600 clan leaders who led the army. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 27:1; 2 Chronicles 17:14; 1 Chronicles 7:40

13 Under their command was a powerful force of 307,500 trained soldiers who could help the king defeat his enemies. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 17:14; 2 Chronicles 25:5; 1 Chronicles 21:5

14 Uzziah provided them with shields, spears, helmets, armor, bows, and slings for throwing stones. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 14:8; 1 Samuel 17:5; Ephesians 6:14

15 In Jerusalem he invented machines designed by skilled men for use on the towers and walls to shoot arrows and large stones. His fame spread far and wide, for he was marvelously helped until he became powerful. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 14:7; 2 Chronicles 17:12; Proverbs 16:18

Uzziah’s Pride and His Punishment

16 But after Uzziah became strong, pride led to his downfall. He was unfaithful to the Lord his God. 

He entered the Temple of the Lord to burn incense on the altar, something only the priests were allowed to do. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 8:14; Proverbs 16:18; Hosea 13:6

17 Azariah the priest, along with eighty other courageous priests, followed him into the Temple. 

 Cross References: Numbers 16:40; Exodus 30:7; Numbers 3:10

18 They confronted King Uzziah and said, “It is not your place to burn incense to the Lord, Uzziah. 

That job belongs to the priests, the descendants of Aaron, who have been consecrated for this task. 

Leave the sanctuary! You’ve sinned, and the Lord God will not honor you for this.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 16:5; Exodus 30:7; Numbers 18:7

19 Uzziah, holding a censer in his hand, became angry. While he raged at the priests, leprosy broke out on his forehead right there beside the altar of incense. 

 Cross References: Numbers 12:10; Leviticus 13:44; 1 Samuel 13:13

20 When Azariah and the other priests saw the leprosy, they rushed him out. Uzziah himself hurried to leave because the Lord had afflicted him. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 13:45; Leviticus 13:46; Numbers 12:10

21 King Uzziah had leprosy until the day he died. He lived in a separate house, excluded from the Temple of the Lord. His son Jotham took charge of the palace and governed the people of the land. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 13:46; 2 Kings 15:5; Numbers 12:14

The End of Uzziah’s Life

22 The rest of Uzziah’s deeds, from beginning to end, were written down by the prophet Isaiah, son of Amoz. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 1:1; Isaiah 6:1; Hosea 1:1

23 Uzziah died and was buried near his ancestors in a field reserved for kings, though not in the royal tombs, because people said, “He was a leper.” And his son Jotham became king in his place. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 15:7; 2 Chronicles 26:21; 2 Chronicles 27:1

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 26

1.  God Blesses Those Who Seek Him Uzziah prospered as long as he sought the Lord under godly guidance. Divine favor follows those who pursue God with humility and purpose. 2.  Success Can Lead to Pride Uzziah’s fame, power, and accomplishments made him proud. Pride blinded him to God’s boundaries, leading to his downfall. Strength without humility is dangerous. 3.  Respect God’s Order and Holiness Uzziah’s attempt to take over priestly duties violated God’s laws. Spiritual leadership is not something to seize but to be called into. Reverence and obedience are always required. 4.  Leaders Are Not Above Accountability Even a king was not exempt from correction. 

The courage of the priests shows the importance of standing for righteousness, even when it’s hard. 

5.  Sin Has Consequences That Can’t Be Undone by Power Uzziah’s leprosy isolated him from society and from the Temple. No position or accomplishment can shield us from the discipline of God. 6.  God Uses Prophets to Record and Warn Isaiah recorded Uzziah’s reign as both a testimony and a warning. God provides clear records so His people can learn and grow. 
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Jotham’s Reign Begins

1 Jotham was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he ruled in Jerusalem for sixteen years. His mother was Jerushah, the daughter of Zadok. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 15:33; 2 Kings 15:32; 2 Chronicles 26:23

2 He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, just as his father Uzziah had done, but he did not enter the Temple of the Lord. However, the people continued to live corruptly. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 15:34; 2 Chronicles 26:16; 2 Kings 15:35

Construction and Expansion

3 Jotham rebuilt the Upper Gate of the Lord’s Temple and did extensive work on the wall at the hill of Ophel. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 33:14; Nehemiah 3:26; Nehemiah 3:27

4 He also built towns in the hill country of Judah and constructed fortresses and towers in the forest regions. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 26:9; 2 Chronicles 26:10; 2 Chronicles 17:12

Victory Over Ammon and Tribute Received

5 Jotham went to war against the king of the Ammonites and defeated them. That year, the Ammonites paid him a tribute of 7,500 pounds of silver, 62,000 bushels of wheat, and 62,000 bushels of barley. They continued to pay him this same amount in the second and third years as well. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 26:8; 1 Chronicles 19:2; 2 Samuel 10:1

His Strength and Legacy

6 So Jotham grew powerful because he was intentional about ordering his ways before the Lord his God. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 26:5; 2 Chronicles 17:3; 1 Chronicles 28:7

7 The rest of Jotham’s actions, including his wars and accomplishments, are recorded in the Book of the Kings of Israel and Judah. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 15:36; 2 Chronicles 27:9; 1 Kings 14:19

8 He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he ruled for sixteen years in Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 27:1; 2 Kings 15:33; 2 Chronicles 26:3

9 Jotham died and was buried in the City of David. His son Ahaz became king in his place. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 15:38; 2 Chronicles 27:1; 2 Chronicles 28:1

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 27

1.  Faithfulness Brings Strength Jotham grew strong not because of military might alone, but because he aligned his ways with the Lord. Spiritual integrity leads to lasting success. 2.  A Good Leader Can’t Always Change a Corrupt People Even though Jotham ruled righteously, the people remained corrupt. This reminds us that personal faithfulness does not always result in national repentance—but it is still essential. 3.  Building God’s House Matters Jotham invested in the Temple and the infrastructure of Judah. God-honoring leadership includes investing in what brings people closer to God. 4.  Obedience Can Lead to Peace and Prosperity Because of his obedience, Jotham not only prospered but even received tribute from foreign nations. God honors those who honor Him. 5.  Wisdom Includes Knowing Your Boundaries Jotham did not repeat his father Uzziah’s mistake of entering the Temple unlawfully. He respected God’s boundaries and maintained order. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 28 — Crawford Standard Bible

Ahaz Turns from the Lord

1 Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king, and he ruled in Jerusalem for sixteen years. But he did not do what was right in the eyes of the Lord, as his ancestor David had done. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 16:1; 2 Kings 16:2; 2 Chronicles 29:1

2 Instead, he followed the example of the kings of Israel and made cast images to worship the Baals. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 16:31; 1 Kings 16:32; 1 Kings 16:33

3 He even burned incense in the Valley of Hinnom and sacrificed his own children in fire—imitating the detestable practices of the nations that the Lord had driven out ahead of Israel. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 16:3; Leviticus 18:21; Jeremiah 7:31

4 He offered sacrifices and burned incense at the high places, on the hills, and under every green tree. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 16:4; Deuteronomy 12:2; 1 Kings 14:23

Defeat and Captivity

5 So the Lord his God handed him over to the king of Syria. The Syrians defeated him, took many people captive, and brought them to Damascus. He was also handed over to the king of Israel, who inflicted a heavy defeat. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 16:5; Isaiah 7:1; 2 Chronicles 24:24

6 Pekah, son of Remaliah, killed 120,000 warriors in Judah in one day because they had abandoned the Lord, the God of their ancestors. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 15:37; Isaiah 7:1; 2 Chronicles 13:17

7 Zichri, a powerful warrior from Ephraim, killed Maaseiah the king’s son, Azrikam the palace administrator, and Elkanah, who was next in authority to the king. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 28:6; 1 Kings 15:29; 2 Chronicles 21:17

8 The people of Israel captured 200,000 from their own brothers and sisters in Judah—including women and children. They also took much plunder and brought it all to Samaria. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 5:2; Deuteronomy 28:41; 2 Chronicles 21:17

Oded the Prophet Intervenes

9 But a prophet of the Lord named Oded was there. He went out to meet the army as they arrived in Samaria and said, “Because the Lord, the God of your ancestors, was angry with Judah, He let you defeat them. But you have slaughtered them in a rage that has reached up to heaven. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 25:15; Obadiah 1:10; Amos 1:11

10 And now you plan to make the people of Judah and Jerusalem your slaves. But aren’t you just as guilty of sinning against the Lord your God? 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:39; Leviticus 25:46; Amos 1:6

11 Now listen to me. Send back these captives, for the Lord’s fierce anger is upon you!” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 28:9; Deuteronomy 15:12; Jonah 3:9

12 Then some of the leaders of Ephraim—Azariah son of Johanan, Berekiah son of Meshillemoth, Jehizkiah son of Shallum, and Amasa son of Hadlai—stood up against the men returning from battle. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 19:11; 1 Chronicles 12:18; 2 Chronicles 24:20

13 They said, “You must not bring those captives here! We are already guilty before the Lord, and you are trying to add to our sins. Our guilt is great, and His anger is already burning against Israel.” 

 Cross References: Ezra 10:10; Ezra 9:6; Ezra 9:15

14 So the soldiers released the prisoners and the plunder before the leaders and the entire assembly. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 28:15; Deuteronomy 20:14; Genesis 45:2

15 The men whose names were listed took charge of the captives. They clothed the naked, gave them sandals, food, and drink, and treated their wounds. Then they put the weak ones on donkeys and escorted them back to their families in Jericho, the city of palm trees. Then they returned to Samaria. 

 Cross References: Luke 10:33; Luke 10:34; Isaiah 58:7

Ahaz’s Alliance with Assyria

16 At that time King Ahaz asked the king of Assyria for help. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 16:7; Isaiah 7:1; Hosea 5:13

17 The Edomites had once again attacked Judah and carried away prisoners. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 16:6; 2 Chronicles 20:22; Obadiah 1:10

18 Meanwhile, the Philistines had invaded towns in the foothills and the Negev of Judah, capturing cities like Beth-shemesh, Aijalon, Gederoth, Soco and its villages, Timnah and its villages, and Gimzo and its villages, and they settled there. 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:33; 1 Samuel 6:12; Joshua 19:43

19 The Lord humbled Judah because of King Ahaz of Israel, for he had encouraged sin in Judah and was utterly unfaithful to the Lord. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 21:11; 2 Chronicles 33:9; Exodus 32:25

20 King Tiglath-pileser of Assyria came against him and gave him trouble instead of helping him. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 16:7; 2 Kings 16:9; Isaiah 7:17

21 Even though Ahaz took treasures from the Lord’s Temple, the royal palace, and the homes of the officials and gave them to the king of Assyria, it did no good. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 16:8; 2 Kings 16:17; Isaiah 39:2

Ahaz Deepens His Rebellion

22 During his time of distress, King Ahaz became even more unfaithful to the Lord. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 33:23; Isaiah 1:5; Jeremiah 5:3

23 He sacrificed to the gods of Damascus, who had defeated him. He said, “Since the gods of the kings of Syria helped them, I will sacrifice to them so they will help me.” But instead, they led to his ruin and the downfall of all Israel. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 25:14; 2 Chronicles 25:15; Judges 10:14

24 Ahaz collected the sacred items from the Temple of God, cut them into pieces, locked the doors of the Temple, and set up altars on every street corner in Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 16:17; 2 Chronicles 29:3; 2 Chronicles 36:19

25 He also built pagan shrines in every town in Judah to burn incense to other gods. In doing this, he made the Lord, the God of his ancestors, very angry. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 16:4; Deuteronomy 12:2; 2 Chronicles 33:19

Ahaz’s Death and Legacy

26 The rest of the events of Ahaz’s reign, from beginning to end, are recorded in the Book of the Kings of Judah and Israel. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 16:19; 2 Chronicles 28:7; 2 Chronicles 27:7

27 When he died, he was buried in Jerusalem, but not in the royal tombs of the kings of Israel. His son Hezekiah succeeded him as king. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 16:20; 2 Chronicles 21:20; 2 Chronicles 24:25

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 28

1.  Turning from God Leads to Collapse Ahaz's rejection of the Lord opened the door to destruction, defeat, and foreign oppression. Spiritual rebellion always invites ruin. 2.  God’s Mercy Speaks Through Prophets Even in judgment, God sent Oded to plead for mercy and justice. God always raises voices of warning before executing judgment. 3.  Unfaithfulness Cannot Be Bought Off Ahaz tried to solve spiritual problems with political alliances and money. But no bribe can replace obedience to God. 4.  Idolatry Always Destroys Ahaz turned to the gods of those who had defeated him—an act of desperation and foolishness. False gods never bring peace, only ruin. 5. 

Compassion in the Midst of War The people of Israel, though initially in the wrong, listened to God’s word through Oded and showed mercy to their brothers. Obedience to God includes how we treat others—even enemies. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 29 — Crawford Standard Bible

Hezekiah Begins to Restore the Temple

1 Hezekiah was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he ruled in Jerusalem for twenty-nine years. His mother’s name was Abijah, daughter of Zechariah. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 18:2; Isaiah 1:1; 2 Chronicles 28:27

2 He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, just as his ancestor David had done. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 18:3; 2 Chronicles 34:2; 1 Kings 15:11

3 In the very first month of the first year of his reign, he reopened the doors of the Temple of the Lord and repaired them. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 28:24; 2 Kings 18:4; 2 Chronicles 15:8

Purification of the Temple Begins

4 He summoned the priests and Levites and assembled them in the eastern square of the Temple. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 34:29; 2 Chronicles 15:9; Nehemiah 8:1

5 He said, “Listen to me, you Levites! Set yourselves apart for the Lord and purify the Temple of the Lord, the God of your ancestors. Remove all the defilement from the holy place. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 10:10; 2 Chronicles 34:8; 2 Chronicles 35:6

6 Our ancestors were unfaithful and did what was evil in the sight of the Lord our God. They abandoned Him, turned their backs on His dwelling place, and walked away from Him. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 28:22; 2 Chronicles 28:25; Jeremiah 2:13

7 They shut the doors to the entrance hall, extinguished the lamps, and stopped burning incense and offering burnt sacrifices at the holy place to the God of Israel. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 28:24; Malachi 1:10; 2 Chronicles 13:11

8 Because of this, the Lord’s anger fell on Judah and Jerusalem. He made them an object of horror, ridicule, and scorn, just as you see with your own eyes. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:37; 2 Chronicles 28:5; Jeremiah 24:9

9 Because of this, our fathers were killed in battle, and our sons, daughters, and wives were taken captive. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 28:5; 2 Chronicles 28:8; Lamentations 1:5

10 Now I am determined to make a covenant with the Lord, the God of Israel, so that His fierce anger will turn away from us. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 23:3; 2 Chronicles 15:12; Nehemiah 9:38

11 My sons, don’t be negligent now! The Lord has chosen you to stand before Him and serve Him, to minister and burn incense.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:6; Deuteronomy 10:8; Numbers 16:9

The Levites Purify the Temple

12 Then the Levites stood up to serve. From the Kohathites: Mahath son of Amasai and Joel son of Azariah. From the Merarites: Kish son of Abdi and Azariah son of Jehallelel. From the Gershonites: Joah son of Zimmah and Eden son of Joah. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:33; 1 Chronicles 6:39; 1 Chronicles 6:44

13 From the descendants of Elizaphan: Shimri and Jeiel. From Asaph’s descendants: Zechariah and Mattaniah. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 25:1; 1 Chronicles 26:1; 1 Chronicles 6:24

14 From Heman’s family: Jehiel and Shimei. From Jeduthun’s family: Shemaiah and Uzziel. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 25:4; 1 Chronicles 25:1; 1 Chronicles 16:41

15 These men gathered their fellow Levites, purified themselves, and began to clean the Temple of the Lord, just as the king had commanded, following the word of the Lord. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 29:5; 2 Chronicles 34:12; 2 Chronicles 35:6

16 The priests went into the inner sanctuary to purify it. They brought out all the unclean things they found in the Lord’s Temple into the courtyard. Then the Levites took them and carried them out to the Kidron Valley. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 23:4; 2 Kings 23:6; 2 Chronicles 15:16

17 They began the work of purification on the first day of the first month. By the eighth day they reached the porch of the Lord. They completed the purification of the Temple by the sixteenth day of the first month. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 30:2; 2 Chronicles 30:3; Ezra 6:15

Temple Cleansing Report and Sacrifices

18 Then they went to King Hezekiah and said, “We’ve cleansed the entire Temple of the Lord—the altar of burnt offerings with all its utensils, the table of the Bread of the Presence with all its utensils, Cross References: 2 Chronicles 28:24; Exodus 25:30; 1 Kings 7:48

19 and all the things King Ahaz discarded during his reign when he was unfaithful. We have prepared and sanctified them. They are now in front of the Lord’s altar.” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 28:24; 2 Chronicles 28:19; 2 Chronicles 33:16

20 Early the next morning, King Hezekiah gathered the city officials and went to the Temple of the Lord. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 29:4; 2 Chronicles 29:21; Nehemiah 12:44

21 They brought seven bulls, seven rams, seven male lambs, and seven male goats as a sin offering for the kingdom, the sanctuary, and Judah. He ordered the priests, the descendants of Aaron, to offer them on the Lord’s altar. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 4:14; Job 1:5; Ezra 6:17

22 They slaughtered the bulls, collected the blood, and sprinkled it on the altar. They did the same with the rams and lambs. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 4:25; Leviticus 1:5; Leviticus 3:2

23 Then the goats for the sin offering were brought before the king and the assembly. They laid their hands on them, 

 Cross References: Leviticus 4:24; Leviticus 16:21; Leviticus 4:29

24 and the priests slaughtered them and presented their blood on the altar to atone for all Israel. The king had ordered the burnt offering and the sin offering for all Israel. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 4:20; Leviticus 16:16; Ezekiel 45:17

Worship Is Restored

25 Hezekiah stationed the Levites in the Temple of the Lord with cymbals, harps, and lyres, as commanded by David, Gad the king’s seer, and the prophet Nathan. This was a command from the Lord through His prophets. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 25:1; 1 Chronicles 23:5; 2 Chronicles 8:14

26 The Levites stood with David’s instruments, and the priests stood with trumpets. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 15:16; Numbers 10:10; 1 Chronicles 15:24

27 Hezekiah ordered the burnt offering to begin. As the offering started, songs of praise to the Lord began, accompanied by trumpets and instruments set up by David, king of Israel. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 16:4; 1 Chronicles 16:6; Psalms 150:3

28 The entire assembly worshiped. The singers sang, the trumpets sounded, and all this continued until the burnt offering was completed. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 16:4; Ezra 3:11; Psalms 100:2

29 When the offerings were finished, the king and everyone present bowed down and worshiped. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 20:18; Nehemiah 8:6; Psalms 95:6

30 Then King Hezekiah and the officials told the Levites to sing praise to the Lord with the words of David and Asaph the seer. They sang joyfully and bowed in worship. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 16:7; Psalms 105:1; Ezra 3:10

A Joyful Response and Overflowing Worship

31 Hezekiah said, “Now that you have consecrated yourselves to the Lord, bring your sacrifices and thanksgiving offerings into the Temple.” So the assembly brought sacrifices and thanksgiving offerings, and all whose hearts were willing brought burnt offerings. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 7:12; Exodus 35:5; 2 Chronicles 30:24

32 The number of burnt offerings brought by the assembly was seventy bulls, one hundred rams, and two hundred lambs—all as burnt offerings to the Lord. 

 Cross References: Numbers 28:11; 1 Chronicles 29:21; 2 Chronicles 7:5

33 They also brought six hundred bulls and three thousand sheep as sacrifices dedicated to the Lord. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 29:21; 2 Chronicles 7:5; 1 Kings 8:63

34 There weren’t enough priests to skin all the burnt offerings, so their Levite brothers helped them until the work was finished and the priests had consecrated themselves. The Levites were more conscientious about purifying themselves than the priests. 

 Cross References: Numbers 18:3; Numbers 18:7; 2 Chronicles 35:11

35 There was a large number of burnt offerings, along with the fat of the peace offerings and the drink offerings for each burnt offering. In this way, the Temple service of the Lord was restored. 

 Cross References: Numbers 15:5; Leviticus 3:3; 1 Chronicles 23:31

36 Hezekiah and all the people rejoiced because God had prepared the people, and everything had been accomplished so quickly. 

 Cross References: Ezra 3:11; Ezra 6:22; Nehemiah 12:43

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 29

1.  Revival Begins with Leadership Hezekiah didn’t wait—he led immediate reforms, reopening the Temple and calling the priests and Levites to holiness. 2.  Personal and Corporate Cleansing Are Essential Before worship could resume, the house of the Lord—and the hearts of the people—had to be purified. 3.  God Honors Diligent Obedience The Levites took their calling seriously and became examples of faithful service, even surpassing the priests in preparation. 4.  Worship Must Be Rooted in the Word Hezekiah followed the commands of the Lord through David, Gad, and Nathan. True worship aligns with Scripture, not personal preference. 5.  Restoration Can Be Swift When Hearts Are Willing God moved mightily when the people obeyed—restoring worship, peace, and joy in just sixteen days. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 30 — Crawford Standard Bible

Hezekiah Invites All Israel to Celebrate the Passover

1 Hezekiah sent word to all Israel and Judah, and he also wrote letters to the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh, inviting them to come to the Temple of the Lord in Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover to the Lord, the God of Israel. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:1; 2 Chronicles 35:1; Deuteronomy 16:1

2 The king and his officials, along with the entire assembly in Jerusalem, had decided to celebrate the Passover in the second month, 

 Cross References: Numbers 9:10; Numbers 9:11; 2 Chronicles 30:3

3 because they had not been able to celebrate it at the regular time. The priests had not yet purified themselves in sufficient numbers, and the people had not yet gathered in Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: Numbers 9:6; Numbers 9:13; 2 Chronicles 29:34

4 The plan pleased the king and all the assembly. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 29:36; Nehemiah 8:12; Esther 9:22

5 So they decided to send a proclamation throughout all Israel, from Beersheba to Dan, inviting everyone to come to Jerusalem and keep the Passover to the Lord, the God of Israel. The people had not celebrated it as prescribed for a long time. 

 Cross References: Judges 20:1; 1 Samuel 3:20; 2 Chronicles 30:13

6 Messengers went out with letters from the king and his officials, spreading throughout all Israel and Judah. The message read: “People of Israel, return to the Lord, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, so He will return to the remnant of you who have survived the hand of the kings of Assyria. 

 Cross References: Zechariah 1:3; Malachi 3:7; Exodus 3:6

7 Don’t be like your ancestors and relatives who were unfaithful to the Lord, the God of their ancestors, so He made them objects of horror, as you can see. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 29:8; 2 Chronicles 29:9; Zechariah 1:4

8 Don’t be stubborn like they were. Yield yourselves to the Lord and come to His Temple, which He has made holy forever. Worship the Lord your God, so His fierce anger will turn away from you. 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:9; Deuteronomy 10:16; Psalms 95:8

9 If you return to the Lord, your relatives and children will be shown compassion by those who took them captive, and they will return to this land. For the Lord your God is gracious and merciful. He will not turn His face away from you if you return to Him.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 34:6; Nehemiah 9:17; Joel 2:13

Mixed Response from Israel, but Unity in Judah

10 The messengers traveled from city to city throughout Ephraim and Manasseh and as far as Zebulun, but most of the people laughed at them and mocked them. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 36:16; Jeremiah 20:8; Luke 16:31

11 However, some people from Asher, Manasseh, and Zebulun humbled themselves and came to Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 30:18; 2 Chronicles 33:12; 1 Peter 5:6

12 In Judah, the hand of God moved the people to act with unity and obey the command of the king and the leaders, as spoken by the word of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 32:39; Ezekiel 11:19; 2 Chronicles 30:11

The Passover Is Celebrated with Great Joy

13 A very large crowd assembled in Jerusalem to celebrate the Festival of Unleavened Bread in the second month. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:15; Exodus 23:15; 2 Chronicles 30:1

14 They removed the pagan altars in Jerusalem and got rid of all the incense altars, throwing them into the Kidron Valley. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 29:16; 2 Kings 23:12; 2 Chronicles 15:16

15 They slaughtered the Passover lambs on the fourteenth day of the second month. The priests and Levites were ashamed of their previous neglect, so they purified themselves and brought burnt offerings into the Temple. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:6; Numbers 9:11; Leviticus 1:5

16 They stood at their posts as prescribed in the Law of Moses, the man of God. The priests sprinkled the blood handed to them by the Levites. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:22; Leviticus 1:5; Numbers 8:9

17 Since many in the assembly had not purified themselves, the Levites had to slaughter the Passover lambs for everyone who was not clean, to dedicate them to the Lord. 

 Cross References: Numbers 9:6; Numbers 9:7; Ezekiel 44:11

18 A large number of the people—many from Ephraim, Manasseh, Issachar, and Zebulun—had not purified themselves, yet they still ate the Passover meal, which was against what was written in the Law. But Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, 

 Cross References: Numbers 9:10; Numbers 9:13; 2 Chronicles 30:19

19 “May the Lord, who is good, pardon everyone who prepares their heart to seek God, the Lord, the God of their ancestors, even if they are not ceremonially clean.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 9:13; Psalms 51:17; 1 Samuel 16:7

20 And the Lord listened to Hezekiah’s prayer and healed the people. 

 Cross References: Numbers 12:13; James 5:15; Psalms 103:3

Worship Continues with Praise and Celebration

21 The Israelites who were present in Jerusalem celebrated the Festival of Unleavened Bread for seven days with great joy. The Levites and priests praised the Lord day after day, singing loudly with musical instruments. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:15; Deuteronomy 16:15; Nehemiah 8:17

22 Hezekiah encouraged all the Levites who had shown good understanding in the worship of the Lord. They ate together during the festival for seven days, offering peace offerings and making confession to the Lord, the God of their ancestors. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 8:7; Nehemiah 8:8; 2 Chronicles 35:3

23 Then the whole assembly agreed to continue the celebration for another seven days, so they celebrated joyfully for another week. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:65; Numbers 9:19; Deuteronomy 16:15

24 King Hezekiah gave the assembly one thousand bulls and seven thousand sheep, and the leaders gave them one thousand bulls and ten thousand sheep. Many priests also purified themselves. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 29:6; 1 Chronicles 29:9; 2 Chronicles 35:7

25 All the people of Judah rejoiced, along with the priests and Levites, and everyone who had come from Israel, including the foreigners who lived in Israel and Judah. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 16:11; Deuteronomy 16:14; Nehemiah 8:17

An Unmatched Joy in Jerusalem

26 So there was great joy in Jerusalem. Nothing like this had happened in the city since the time of Solomon son of David, king of Israel. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:65; 1 Kings 8:66; Nehemiah 8:17

27 Then the priests and Levites stood up and blessed the people. Their voice was heard, and their prayer reached God's holy dwelling place in heaven. 

 Cross References: Numbers 6:23; Numbers 6:26; 1 Kings 8:30

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 30

1.  God Welcomes a Humble Return Despite their past sins and ceremonial uncleanness, God accepted those who came with hearts prepared to seek Him. 2.  Unity in Worship Brings Great Joy When God's people—regardless of tribe or background—gather to honor Him, the result is unity, joy, and blessing. 3.  Hezekiah Led with Compassion and Conviction The king didn’t just issue orders—he prayed, encouraged, provided, and helped restore true worship. 4.  Obedience Can Lead to Restoration Even after years of neglect, proper worship and national healing can happen quickly when leaders and people align with God’s will. 5.  God Listens to Sincere Prayer Hezekiah’s intercession for the people showed God’s mercy and grace. The Lord healed them, proving He responds to those who genuinely seek Him. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 31 — Crawford Standard Bible

Nationwide Cleansing of Idolatry

1 When all of this was completed, the Israelites who had gathered went out to the cities of Judah. 

They smashed the pagan idols, cut down the Asherah poles, and tore down the pagan shrines and altars. They did this throughout all Judah and Benjamin, as well as in Ephraim and Manasseh, until everything was completely destroyed. Then all the Israelites returned to their own towns and homes. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 18:4; Deuteronomy 12:2; 2 Chronicles 30:14

Hezekiah Restores Temple Worship and Priesthood

2 Hezekiah reorganized the priests and Levites into their proper divisions, assigning each one his specific task, whether for burnt offerings or peace offerings, to serve, give thanks, or offer praise at the gates of the Temple. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 24:1; 1 Chronicles 25:1; 2 Chronicles 8:14

3 The king personally contributed from his own possessions for the morning and evening burnt offerings, as well as for those on Sabbaths, new moon festivals, and other appointed feasts, as prescribed in the Law of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Numbers 28:3; Numbers 28:9; Numbers 28:11

4 He also commanded the people living in Jerusalem to give the required portions to the priests and Levites so they could fully devote themselves to studying and teaching the Law of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Numbers 18:8; Nehemiah 13:10; Malachi 3:10

Abundance from the People

5 As soon as the order was issued, the people responded generously. They brought the firstfruits of their grain, new wine, olive oil, honey, and all their crops. They also brought a tenth of everything—the tithe —in great abundance. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 26:2; Nehemiah 10:35; Proverbs 3:9

6 Those Israelites and people of Judah who lived in the towns of Judah brought a tithe of their cattle and sheep and a tenth of all items dedicated to the Lord their God. They stacked them in large heaps. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 27:30; Nehemiah 13:12; Numbers 18:21

7 They began piling the contributions in the third month and finished in the seventh month. 

 Cross References: Exodus 23:16; Leviticus 23:39; Deuteronomy 16:13

8 When Hezekiah and his officials came and saw the heaps, they praised the Lord and His people Israel. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 29:20; Nehemiah 8:6; 2 Chronicles 20:26

The Blessing and Distribution of the Tithes

9 Hezekiah asked the priests and Levites about the heaps. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 26:20; 1 Chronicles 9:26; Nehemiah 13:13

10 Azariah, the chief priest from the family of Zadok, replied, “Ever since the people began bringing their gifts to the Lord’s Temple, we’ve had more than enough to eat with plenty left over. The Lord has blessed His people, and this great surplus is what remains.” 

 Cross References: Malachi 3:10; Proverbs 3:10; 2 Chronicles 24:11

11 Hezekiah then ordered storerooms to be prepared in the house of the Lord, and they were faithfully set up. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 28:12; Nehemiah 13:5; 1 Kings 6:5

12 The people brought their tithes, offerings, and other dedicated gifts into the storerooms. Cononiah the Levite was in charge, and his brother Shimei was second in command. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 26:20; Nehemiah 13:13; 2 Chronicles 24:11

13 Supervisors under them included Jehiel, Azaziah, Nahath, Asahel, Jerimoth, Jozabad, Eliel, Ismachiah, Mahath, and Benaiah. They all served under Cononiah and Shimei, following orders from King Hezekiah and Azariah, the high priest. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 23:4; Nehemiah 13:13; 2 Chronicles 19:11

14 Kore son of Imnah, the gatekeeper at the East Gate, was in charge of distributing the freewill offerings of God and the most holy gifts. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 9:19; 1 Chronicles 26:1; Leviticus 2:3

15 He was assisted by Eden, Miniamin, Jeshua, Shemaiah, Amariah, and Shecaniah. These men faithfully distributed the portions to their fellow priests in the towns where they lived, assigning the portions by group and by rank. 

 Cross References: Numbers 18:8; 1 Chronicles 24:3; 1 Chronicles 24:5

16 They distributed the daily portions to every male three years and older who entered the Temple for their duties according to their divisions. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 23:24; 1 Chronicles 23:27; 1 Samuel 1:24

17 They also distributed to the priests listed by family and to the Levites twenty years old and up according to their assigned tasks. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 23:27; Ezra 3:8; Numbers 8:24

18 They included the entire families—wives, sons, and daughters—of those on duty, for they had been faithful in purifying themselves. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:3; Nehemiah 12:44; 1 Chronicles 9:22

19 And for the descendants of Aaron, the priests, who lived in the outskirts of the towns, men were designated by name to distribute the shares to every male among the priests and to every Levite recorded in the genealogies. 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:13; Numbers 35:2; 1 Chronicles 6:57

Hezekiah’s Righteous Leadership

20 This is what Hezekiah did throughout all Judah. He did what was good, right, and faithful before the Lord his God. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 18:3; 2 Chronicles 29:2; Deuteronomy 6:18

21 In everything he undertook for the service of God’s Temple, and in obedience to God’s laws and commands, he sought his God wholeheartedly. So he prospered. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 15:15; 1 Chronicles 22:19; Psalm 1:3

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 31

1.  True Revival Brings Lasting Reform After worship was restored, the people went out and removed idolatry from their cities—revival is not just emotional, it's transformational. 2.  Leadership Invests Personally Hezekiah didn’t just instruct others—he gave from his own resources and led by example in worship, stewardship, and generosity. 3.  Faithful Giving Produces Overflow When the people gave in obedience to God, the blessings were so abundant that they had surplus left over. God honors sacrificial giving. 4.  Organization Matters in Ministry Hezekiah appointed leaders, established systems, and ensured every person had their proper role. Order and faithfulness work together in God’s house. 5.  Prosperity Follows Wholehearted Devotion Hezekiah prospered because he sought the Lord with all his heart—not for gain, but out of love and reverence. The result was both spiritual and material blessing. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 32 — Crawford Standard Bible

Sennacherib Threatens Judah

1 After all that Hezekiah had done to establish the nation, Sennacherib king of Assyria invaded Judah. He camped against the fortified cities and planned to capture them for himself. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 18:13; Isaiah 36:1; Isaiah 10:28

2 When Hezekiah realized that Sennacherib intended to attack Jerusalem, Cross References: 2 Kings 18:17; Isaiah 36:2; 2 Chronicles 32:9

3 he consulted with his officials and military leaders about stopping the water from the springs outside the city—and they agreed to help. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 20:20; Isaiah 22:9; 2 Chronicles 32:30

4 A large group gathered and stopped all the springs and the stream that flowed through the land. 

“Why should the kings of Assyria come and find plenty of water?” they said. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 3:19; Isaiah 7:3; 2 Chronicles 32:30

Hezekiah Fortifies Jerusalem

5 Hezekiah took courage and rebuilt the entire broken wall, adding towers and a second wall outside it. He strengthened the supporting structure at the City of David and made large quantities of weapons and shields. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 3:1; Isaiah 22:10; 2 Chronicles 26:9

6 He appointed military officers over the people and assembled them in the square by the city gate. 

There he encouraged them, saying, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 20:2; 2 Chronicles 20:20; Joshua 1:9

7 “Be strong and courageous! Don’t be afraid or discouraged because of the king of Assyria and his vast army. There is a greater power with us than with him. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 6:16; Deuteronomy 31:6; 2 Chronicles 20:15

8 He only has human strength, but we have the Lord our God to help us and fight our battles!” And the people were encouraged by the words of Hezekiah, king of Judah. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 17:5; Isaiah 31:3; Psalm 20:7

Sennacherib Insults God

9 Later, while Sennacherib was attacking Lachish with his entire army, he sent his officers to Jerusalem with this message for Hezekiah and all the people there: Cross References: 2 Kings 18:17; Isaiah 36:2; Micah 1:13

10 “This is what Sennacherib king of Assyria says: What makes you so confident as you sit under siege in Jerusalem? 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 18:19; Isaiah 36:4; Isaiah 36:5

11 Hezekiah is misleading you! He’s telling you that the Lord your God will save you from my hand. 

He’s trying to get you to starve and thirst to death! 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 18:29; Isaiah 36:14; Isaiah 36:18

12 Didn’t Hezekiah remove your high places and altars, saying you could only worship at one altar in Jerusalem? 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 18:22; Isaiah 36:7; 2 Chronicles 31:1

13 Don’t you know what I and my ancestors have done to all the peoples of other lands? Were their gods able to save them? 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 18:33; Isaiah 36:18; Isaiah 37:12

14 Which of all those gods was able to rescue their people from me? Why would your God be any different? 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 18:35; Isaiah 36:20; Isaiah 10:10

15 Don’t let Hezekiah deceive you. Don’t believe him! No god of any nation or kingdom has ever been able to rescue their people from me or my ancestors. How much less will your God deliver you!” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 19:10; Isaiah 37:10; 2 Kings 18:29

Blasphemy and Terror Tactics

16 His officials said even more against the Lord God and against His servant Hezekiah. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 19:6; Isaiah 37:6; Psalm 74:18

17 Sennacherib also wrote letters insulting the Lord, the God of Israel, claiming He was no different from the powerless gods of the other nations. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 19:14; Isaiah 37:14; Isaiah 37:23

18 Then they shouted in Hebrew to the people standing on the wall, trying to terrify them and take the city. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 18:28; Isaiah 36:13; Nehemiah 4:11

19 They spoke of the God of Jerusalem as if He were just another man-made god like the idols of the nations. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 19:18; Isaiah 37:19; Psalm 115:4

The Lord Fights for Judah

20 Because of this, King Hezekiah and the prophet Isaiah son of Amoz cried out in prayer to heaven. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 19:14; Isaiah 37:15; Isaiah 37:21

21 And the Lord sent an angel who destroyed all the mighty warriors, leaders, and commanders in the Assyrian camp. Sennacherib was forced to return to his own land in disgrace. When he entered the temple of his god, his own sons murdered him with the sword. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 19:35; Isaiah 37:36; 2 Kings 19:7

22 So the Lord saved Hezekiah and the people of Jerusalem from Sennacherib and all others, and He protected them on every side. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 19:34; Isaiah 37:35; 2 Chronicles 20:30

23 Many brought gifts to the Lord in Jerusalem and valuable presents to King Hezekiah, and from then on he was highly respected by all nations. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 17:5; 2 Chronicles 9:23; 1 Chronicles 14:17

Hezekiah’s Illness, Pride, and Humility

24 Around that time Hezekiah became deathly ill. He prayed to the Lord, and the Lord answered him and gave him a miraculous sign. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 20:1; Isaiah 38:1; Isaiah 38:8

25 But Hezekiah did not respond appropriately to the kindness shown him—his heart became proud. 

As a result, God’s anger came upon him, and also on Judah and Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 32:31; Isaiah 39:2; 2 Kings 20:13

26 But Hezekiah humbled himself for the pride of his heart, along with the people of Jerusalem. So the Lord’s anger did not fall on them during Hezekiah’s lifetime. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 7:14; 2 Chronicles 33:12; 2 Kings 20:19

Hezekiah’s Wealth and Achievements

27 Hezekiah had vast riches and honor. He built treasuries to hold his silver, gold, precious stones, spices, shields, and all kinds of valuable items. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 9:22; 1 Kings 10:23; 2 Chronicles 17:5

28 He also made storehouses for grain, wine, and oil, as well as stalls for cattle and pens for flocks. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 26:10; 1 Chronicles 27:25; Deuteronomy 28:8

29 He built towns and acquired many flocks and herds, for God had richly blessed him with possessions. 

 Cross References: Genesis 26:14; 2 Chronicles 26:10; Job 42:12

30 He also built a tunnel to bring water from the Gihon Spring to the west side of the City of David. 

Everything Hezekiah did succeeded. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 20:20; 2 Chronicles 32:3; Isaiah 22:11

God Tests Hezekiah

31 However, when the ambassadors from Babylon came to learn about the miraculous sign, God withdrew from Hezekiah to test him and reveal what was in his heart. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 20:12; Isaiah 39:1; Deuteronomy 8:2

The Death of Hezekiah

32 The rest of Hezekiah’s deeds and his faithful works are recorded in the vision of Isaiah the prophet and in the Book of the Kings of Judah and Israel. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 20:20; Isaiah 1:1; 2 Chronicles 26:22

33 When Hezekiah died, he was buried with honor among the descendants of David. All Judah and the people of Jerusalem honored him at his death. Then his son Manasseh became king in his place. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 20:21; 2 Chronicles 24:16; 2 Chronicles 21:20

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 32

1.  Trust God in the Face of Intimidation Hezekiah encouraged the people with faith—not fear. The Lord fought their battle when the enemy mocked and threatened. 2.  Blasphemy Invites Judgment Sennacherib’s pride and insults against the true God led directly to divine intervention and his eventual downfall. 3.  Prayer is Powerful in Crisis Hezekiah and Isaiah cried out to God—and God answered with miraculous deliverance. Never underestimate the power of prayer. 4.  Pride Can Follow Blessing Even after great victories, Hezekiah's pride brought danger. God tests the heart—not just the deeds—of His people. 5.  God Desires Humility When Hezekiah humbled himself, God delayed His judgment. Humility can turn wrath into mercy. 6.  God Prospers Those Who Seek Him Hezekiah’s prosperity and success were a result of seeking God wholeheartedly—even through trials and threats. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 33 — Crawford Standard Bible

Manasseh’s Wicked Reign

1 Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem for fifty-five years. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 21:1; 2 Chronicles 32:33; 2 Kings 20:21

2 But he did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, imitating the detestable practices of the nations that the Lord had driven out before the people of Israel. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 21:2; Leviticus 18:24; Deuteronomy 18:9

3 He rebuilt the pagan shrines his father Hezekiah had torn down. He set up altars for Baal and made Asherah poles. He also bowed down to all the stars of heaven and worshiped them. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 21:3; 2 Chronicles 31:1; Deuteronomy 4:19

4 He built pagan altars in the Lord’s Temple, the place where the Lord had said, “My name will remain in Jerusalem forever.” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 21:4; 1 Kings 8:29; 2 Chronicles 7:16

5 He built altars for all the stars of heaven in both courtyards of the Lord’s Temple. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 21:5; Zephaniah 1:5; Jeremiah 19:13

6 Manasseh also sacrificed his own children in the fire in the Valley of Ben-Hinnom. He practiced sorcery, divination, and witchcraft, and consulted mediums and psychics. He did much that was evil in the Lord’s sight, provoking His anger. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 21:6; Leviticus 18:21; Deuteronomy 18:10

7 He even set up a carved idol—the one he had made—in God’s Temple, about which God had said to David and his son Solomon, “In this Temple and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen from all the tribes of Israel, I will put My name forever. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 21:7; 2 Chronicles 7:16; 2 Samuel 7:13

8 If the people will obey all My commands—the whole law, statutes, and regulations given through Moses—I will not again remove them from this land I gave to their ancestors.” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 21:8; Deuteronomy 4:25; Joshua 23:15

9 But Manasseh led the people of Judah and Jerusalem to do even more evil than the pagan nations the Lord had destroyed when Israel entered the land. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 21:9; 2 Kings 21:11; Jeremiah 15:4

Manasseh’s Humbling and Restoration

10 The Lord spoke to Manasseh and his people, but they ignored Him. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 21:10; 2 Chronicles 36:15; Jeremiah 7:13

11 So the Lord sent the army commanders of the king of Assyria, who captured Manasseh with hooks, bound him in bronze chains, and took him away to Babylon. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 19:9; Ezekiel 19:4; Jeremiah 52:11

12 While in deep distress, Manasseh sought the Lord his God and humbled himself greatly before the God of his ancestors. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:29; 2 Chronicles 7:14; Psalm 51:17

13 When he prayed, the Lord listened to him and was moved by his request. He brought Manasseh back to Jerusalem and restored him to the throne. Then Manasseh finally realized that the Lord alone is God. 

 Cross References: Psalm 34:6; Jonah 2:1; Psalm 107:13

Manasseh’s Reforms

14 After this, Manasseh rebuilt the outer wall of the City of David, from west of the Gihon Spring in the valley to the entrance of the Fish Gate, continuing around the hill of Ophel. He made it much higher and stationed military officers in all the fortified cities of Judah. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 3:3; Nehemiah 3:26; 2 Chronicles 27:3

15 He removed the foreign gods and the idol from the Lord’s Temple. He tore down all the altars he had built on the hill where the Temple stood and throughout Jerusalem, and he threw them out of the city. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 23:12; 2 Chronicles 33:3; 2 Chronicles 15:8

16 Then he restored the altar of the Lord and offered peace offerings and thank offerings on it. He also commanded the people of Judah to worship the Lord, the God of Israel. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 29:35; Leviticus 7:12; Joshua 24:14

17 However, the people still sacrificed at the high places, but only to the Lord their God. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 12:3; 2 Kings 14:4; 2 Chronicles 20:33

The End of Manasseh and Amon’s Short Reign

18 The rest of Manasseh’s deeds, his prayer to God, and the messages from the seers who spoke in the name of the Lord, the God of Israel, are recorded in the Book of the Kings of Israel. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 21:17; 2 Chronicles 33:19; 1 Chronicles 29:29

19 His prayer and how God answered him, as well as all his sins, unfaithfulness, and the sites where he built pagan shrines and set up Asherah poles and idols before he humbled himself, are written in the records of the seers. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 33:12; 1 Chronicles 29:29; Psalm 51:1

20 When Manasseh died, he was buried in his own palace, and his son Amon became king in his place. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 21:18; 2 Chronicles 33:1; 2 Kings 21:19

Amon’s Evil and Death

21 Amon was twenty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem for two years. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 21:19; 2 Chronicles 33:1; 2 Kings 22:1

22 But he did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, just as his father Manasseh had done. Amon worshiped and sacrificed to all the idols his father had made. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 21:20; 2 Chronicles 33:3; Exodus 20:5

23 But unlike his father, Amon did not humble himself before the Lord. Instead, he became even more guilty. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 33:12; 2 Kings 21:22; Jeremiah 5:3

24 Then his own officials conspired against him and assassinated him in his palace. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 21:23; 2 Chronicles 24:25; 2 Chronicles 25:27

25 But the people of the land killed all those who had conspired against King Amon, and they made his son Josiah king in his place. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 21:24; 2 Chronicles 23:21; 2 Kings 22:1

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 33

1.  No One is Too Far Gone for God’s Mercy Manasseh was among the most wicked kings, yet when he humbled himself, God heard his prayer and restored him. 2.  Sin Has Consequences—Even for Leaders Manasseh’s sin led to national idolatry and judgment. Leadership influences many, for good or for evil. 3.  Genuine Repentance Brings Restoration God didn’t just forgive Manasseh—He restored him to his throne, proving His mercy and power to redeem. 4.  Spiritual Reforms Require Persistence Though Manasseh removed idols and restored worship, the people still clung to the high places. Reforming a nation requires more than external change—it needs heart change. 5.  Pride and Rebellion End in Ruin Amon refused to learn from his father’s mistakes or his repentance. His brief reign ended violently due to his stubborn pride. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 34 — Crawford Standard Bible

Josiah Begins to Reign

1 Josiah was eight years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem for thirty-one years. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 22:1; 2 Chronicles 33:25; 2 Kings 23:29

2 He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord and followed the ways of his ancestor David, not turning aside to the right or to the left. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 22:2; 2 Chronicles 29:2; Deuteronomy 5:32

Josiah’s Early Reforms

3 In the eighth year of his reign, while he was still young, he began to seek the God of his ancestor David. Then, in the twelfth year, he began to purify Judah and Jerusalem by removing the high places, Asherah poles, carved idols, and cast images. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 22:3; 2 Kings 23:4; 2 Chronicles 33:15

4 They tore down the altars of Baal in his presence, and the incense altars that stood above them he smashed. He also crushed the Asherah poles and the carved and cast images, turning them into dust. 

He scattered the dust over the graves of those who had sacrificed to them. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 23:6; 2 Kings 23:14; Exodus 32:20

5 He burned the bones of the pagan priests on their own altars. So he purified Judah and Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 23:16; 1 Kings 13:2; 2 Kings 23:20

6 He did the same in the towns of Manasseh, Ephraim, and Simeon, as far as Naphtali, and in the ruins all around them. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 23:19; 2 Chronicles 30:1; 2 Kings 17:24

7 He broke down the altars and Asherah poles, crushed the idols to powder, and cut down all the incense altars throughout the land of Israel. Then he returned to Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 23:20; 2 Chronicles 34:4; Deuteronomy 12:3

Restoration of the Temple

8 In the eighteenth year of his reign, after purifying the land and the Temple, Josiah sent Shaphan son of Azaliah, Maaseiah the governor of the city, and Joah son of Joahaz the royal historian to repair the Temple of the Lord his God. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 22:3; 2 Chronicles 24:4; 2 Kings 12:11

9 They went to Hilkiah the high priest and gave him the money that had been collected at the Temple of God by the Levites, the gatekeepers. This money had been gathered from Manasseh, Ephraim, and the remaining people of Israel, as well as from Judah, Benjamin, and the people of Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 22:4; 2 Chronicles 24:9; 2 Kings 12:9

10 They handed the money over to the foremen supervising the Lord’s Temple. These men paid the workers repairing and restoring the Temple. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 22:5; 2 Chronicles 24:12; 2 Kings 12:11

11 They also gave money to the carpenters and builders to buy cut stone, timber for framing, and wood for making beams for the buildings the kings of Judah had allowed to fall into ruin. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 22:6; 2 Chronicles 24:12; 1 Kings 5:17

12 The workers were faithful in their work. The overseers were Jahath and Obadiah (Levites descended from Merari), and Zechariah and Meshullam (descendants of Kohath). Other Levites—all skilled musicians—

 Cross References: 2 Kings 22:7; 2 Chronicles 24:13; 1 Chronicles 25:7

13 supervised the laborers of every kind. Some were scribes, some officials, and some gatekeepers. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 23:4; 1 Chronicles 26:29; 2 Chronicles 24:13

Discovery of the Book of the Law

14 While they were bringing out the money that had been stored in the Lord’s Temple, Hilkiah the priest found the Book of the Law of the Lord written by Moses. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 22:8; Deuteronomy 31:26; 2 Kings 23:2

15 Hilkiah said to Shaphan the scribe, “I have found the Book of the Law in the Lord’s Temple.” 

Then he gave the book to Shaphan. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 22:8; Nehemiah 8:1; Deuteronomy 17:18

16 Shaphan took the book to the king and reported, “Everything assigned to your servants is being done. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 22:9; 2 Chronicles 34:10; 2 Kings 12:15

17 They have gathered the money found in the Lord’s Temple and have handed it over to the overseers and workmen.” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 22:9; 2 Chronicles 34:9; 2 Kings 12:11

18 Then Shaphan the scribe added, “Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.” And Shaphan read from it in the king’s presence. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 22:10; Deuteronomy 31:11; Nehemiah 8:3

19 When the king heard the words of the Law, he tore his clothes in despair. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 22:11; Joel 2:13; 2 Kings 19:1

20 Then he gave orders to Hilkiah, Ahikam son of Shaphan, Abdon son of Micah, Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah the king’s attendant:

 Cross References: 2 Kings 22:12; 2 Chronicles 34:21; Jeremiah 21:2

21 “Go and inquire of the Lord for me and for all those who remain in Israel and Judah. Ask about the words written in this book that was found. Great is the Lord’s anger poured out on us because our ancestors have not obeyed the words of the Lord. They have not acted according to all that is written in this scroll.” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 22:13; Deuteronomy 29:27; Jeremiah 44:6

Huldah the Prophetess Speaks

22 So Hilkiah and those the king sent went to the prophetess Huldah, the wife of Shallum son of Tikvath, son of Hasrah, the keeper of the wardrobe. She lived in Jerusalem, in the Second District. 

They spoke with her. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 22:14; Judges 4:4; Exodus 15:20

23 She said, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: Tell the man who sent you, Cross References: 2 Kings 22:15; 1 Kings 22:14; Jeremiah 1:7

24 ‘This is what the Lord says: I am going to bring disaster upon this place and its people—all the curses written in the book that was read to the king of Judah. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 22:16; Deuteronomy 28:15; Deuteronomy 29:20

25 For they have abandoned Me and offered sacrifices to other gods, provoking My anger with everything they have done. My wrath will be poured out on this place and it will not be quenched.’

 Cross References: 2 Kings 22:17; Jeremiah 1:16; 2 Chronicles 34:21

26 But go to the king of Judah who sent you to inquire of the Lord and tell him this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says about the message you have heard:

 Cross References: 2 Kings 22:18; Jeremiah 42:2; 2 Chronicles 34:23

27 ‘Because your heart was tender and you humbled yourself before God when you heard His words against this place and its people, and because you tore your clothes in grief and wept before Me—I have heard you,’ declares the Lord. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 22:19; 2 Chronicles 32:26; 2 Chronicles 7:14

28 ‘So I will gather you to your ancestors, and you will be buried in peace. You will not see the disaster I am going to bring on this place and its people.’” So they took her answer back to the king. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 22:20; 2 Kings 23:29; Isaiah 57:1

Renewing the Covenant

29 Then the king summoned all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 23:1; Exodus 19:7; Joshua 24:1

30 He went up to the Temple of the Lord with the people of Judah, the residents of Jerusalem, the priests, and the Levites—all the people from the greatest to the least. He read aloud to them all the words of the Book of the Covenant that had been found in the Temple of the Lord. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 23:2; Deuteronomy 31:11; Nehemiah 8:2

31 Then the king stood by his pillar and made a covenant before the Lord to follow the Lord and to keep His commands, statutes, and decrees with all his heart and soul. He promised to obey all the terms of the covenant written in the book. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 23:3; Joshua 24:25; Deuteronomy 6:5

32 He required everyone in Jerusalem and Benjamin to make a similar pledge. So the people of Jerusalem did according to the covenant of God, the God of their ancestors. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 23:3; Exodus 24:7; 2 Chronicles 15:12

33 Josiah removed all the detestable idols from the entire territory of Israel and required everyone to worship the Lord their God. And throughout the rest of his life, they did not turn away from the Lord, the God of their ancestors. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 23:24; 2 Chronicles 34:3; Joshua 24:31

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 34

1.  Spiritual Renewal Begins with the Heart Josiah began seeking God while he was still a youth, showing that age is no barrier to spiritual leadership. 2.  True Revival Demands Action Josiah didn’t just feel sorrow for Israel’s sin—he took bold action to tear down idols and restore worship. 3.  God’s Word Still Convicts When the Book of the Law was read, it pierced Josiah’s heart. God’s Word reveals sin and leads to repentance. 4.  God Responds to Humility Because Josiah humbled himself, God withheld judgment during his lifetime. A tender heart moves the heart of God. 5.  Covenant Renewal is a Corporate and Personal Commitment Josiah led the nation in renewing their covenant with God—true reformation involves both leadership and community. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 35 — Crawford Standard Bible

Josiah Celebrates the Passover

1 Josiah celebrated the Passover to honor the Lord in Jerusalem. The lambs for the Passover were killed on the fourteenth day of the first month. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 23:21; Exodus 12:6; 2 Chronicles 30:1

2 He assigned the priests to their duties and encouraged them in their service in the Temple of the Lord. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 24:1; 2 Chronicles 8:14; 2 Chronicles 31:2

3 He told the Levites, who taught all Israel and had been set apart for the Lord, “Put the holy Ark in the Temple that Solomon son of David, king of Israel, built. Don’t carry it around on your shoulders anymore. Now serve the Lord your God and His people Israel. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:6; Numbers 4:15; Deuteronomy 33:10

4 Prepare yourselves by your family divisions, as directed by David king of Israel and Solomon his son. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 23:6; 1 Chronicles 28:11; 2 Chronicles 8:14

5 Stand in your designated places in the sanctuary with the families of your fellow Israelites, arranged by division, and do the same for the families of the Levites. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 24:1; 2 Chronicles 30:17; Numbers 3:6

6 Kill the Passover lambs and purify yourselves, and get everything ready for your fellow Israelites to carry out the word of the Lord given through Moses.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:21; Numbers 9:2; 2 Chronicles 30:15

Provisions for the Passover

7 Josiah gave the people thirty thousand lambs and young goats for Passover sacrifices, and three thousand cattle—all from the king’s personal flocks and herds. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 30:24; 1 Chronicles 29:2; Deuteronomy 16:2

8 His officials also gave offerings willingly to the people, the priests, and the Levites. Hilkiah, Zechariah, and Jehiel, officials in charge of the Temple of God, gave the priests 2,600 lambs and 300

cattle for Passover sacrifices. 

 Cross References: Exodus 35:21; 1 Chronicles 29:6; 2 Chronicles 31:5

9 Also, Conaniah, along with Shemaiah and Nethanel his brothers, plus Hashabiah, Jeiel, and Jozabad, who were leaders of the Levites, gave the Levites 5,000 lambs and 500 cattle for the offerings. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 31:12; 1 Chronicles 15:11; Numbers 1:16

The Passover Is Celebrated

10 So everything was prepared. The priests took their positions, and the Levites stood in their divisions as the king had commanded. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 24:19; 2 Chronicles 30:16; 2 Chronicles 8:14

11 The Passover lambs were killed. The priests sprinkled the blood handed to them, and the Levites skinned the animals. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:22; Leviticus 3:2; 2 Chronicles 30:16

12 They set aside the burnt offerings to be given to the different family groups, so they could offer them to the Lord as written in the Book of Moses. They did the same with the cattle. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 1:3; Numbers 28:19; 2 Chronicles 29:32

13 The Passover lambs were roasted over fire as the Law prescribed. Other holy offerings were cooked in pots, kettles, and pans, and quickly distributed to all the people. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:8; Deuteronomy 16:7; Leviticus 6:28

14 Afterward, the Levites prepared portions for themselves and the priests, because the priests—the descendants of Aaron—were busy offering burnt offerings and the fat until nightfall. So the Levites prepared food for themselves and for the priests. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 3:16; 2 Chronicles 29:34; Leviticus 6:12

15 The musicians, the descendants of Asaph, were in their assigned places according to the commands of David, Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthun the king’s seer. The gatekeepers were at each gate and did not leave their posts, because the Levites prepared everything for them. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 25:1; 1 Chronicles 16:41; 2 Chronicles 29:30

16 So the entire service of the Lord was arranged that day to celebrate the Passover and to offer burnt offerings on the altar of the Lord, as commanded by King Josiah. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 30:5; Exodus 12:24; 2 Kings 23:21

17 All the Israelites who were present kept the Passover at that time and celebrated the Festival of Unleavened Bread for seven days. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:15; 2 Chronicles 30:21; Deuteronomy 16:3

A Passover Unlike Any Other

18 No Passover like this had been celebrated in Israel since the days of the prophet Samuel. None of the kings of Israel had ever celebrated a Passover like Josiah did—with the priests, Levites, all of Judah and Israel who were present, and the people of Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 23:22; 2 Chronicles 30:26; 1 Samuel 7:9

19 This Passover was celebrated in the eighteenth year of Josiah’s reign. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 23:23; 2 Chronicles 34:8; 2 Kings 22:3

Josiah’s Final Battle and Death

20 After all this, when Josiah had completed restoring the Temple, King Necho of Egypt came to fight at Carchemish by the Euphrates River. Josiah went out to confront him. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 23:29; Jeremiah 46:2; Jeremiah 46:6

21 But Necho sent messengers to Josiah, saying, “What do you want with me, king of Judah? I’m not attacking you today, but another nation with whom I am at war. God has told me to hurry. Don’t oppose God, who is with me, or He will destroy you.” 

 Cross References: Judges 11:12; 2 Kings 3:13; 1 Kings 17:18

22 But Josiah wouldn’t turn away. He disguised himself so he could fight against Necho and did not listen to what God had spoken through Necho. He went to battle in the valley of Megiddo. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:30; 1 Kings 22:34; Judges 5:19

23 During the battle, archers shot King Josiah. He told his servants, “Take me away—I’ve been badly wounded!” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:34; 1 Kings 22:35; 2 Chronicles 18:33

24 They lifted him out of his chariot and put him in a second one he had and brought him to Jerusalem. He died and was buried in the tombs of his ancestors. All Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 23:30; Zechariah 12:11; Jeremiah 22:10

25 The prophet Jeremiah composed laments for Josiah. To this day, all the male and female singers still sing about Josiah in their lamentations. These became a tradition in Israel and are recorded in the Book of Laments. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 22:10; Lamentations 4:20; 2 Samuel 1:17

Summary of Josiah’s Reign

26 The rest of the events of Josiah’s reign and his acts of devotion, in full obedience to the Law of the Lord, 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 23:28; 2 Chronicles 34:31; 2 Chronicles 35:18

27 and everything he did, from beginning to end, are written in the Book of the Kings of Israel and Judah. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 23:28; 2 Chronicles 33:18; 2 Chronicles 32:32

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 35

1.  Worship Done Right Honors God Deeply Josiah’s Passover was celebrated with order, generosity, and purity, reflecting the beauty of obedience. 2.  Leadership Inspires Revival Josiah not only led the people by example, he also empowered the priests, Levites, and officials to restore true worship. 3.  God Honors Prepared Hearts The great participation and careful preparation reveal how much God values intentional worship. 4.  Disobedience Has Consequences, Even for the Righteous Though Josiah was a godly king, his refusal to listen to God’s warning through Necho led to his death. 5.  A Legacy of Righteousness Is Remembered Josiah’s righteousness was so impactful that even the prophet Jeremiah and the people of Israel mourned deeply for him. 

2 Chronicles Chapter 36 — Crawford Standard Bible

The Fall of Judah Begins

1 The people of the land took Jehoahaz, the son of Josiah, and made him king in his father’s place in Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 23:30; 2 Chronicles 33:25; Jeremiah 22:11

2 Jehoahaz was twenty-three years old when he began to reign, and he ruled in Jerusalem for three months. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 23:31; Jeremiah 22:11; Ezekiel 19:3

3 But the king of Egypt removed him from power in Jerusalem and demanded a tribute from Judah of a hundred talents of silver and one talent of gold. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 23:33; 2 Kings 23:35; Ezekiel 19:4

4 Then the king of Egypt appointed Eliakim, Jehoahaz’s brother, as king over Judah and Jerusalem, and changed his name to Jehoiakim. Necho took Jehoahaz to Egypt as a prisoner. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 23:34; Jeremiah 22:10; 2 Kings 24:17

The Reigns of Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah

5 Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he became king. He ruled in Jerusalem for eleven years and did what was evil in the sight of the Lord his God. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 23:36; Jeremiah 22:13; Jeremiah 36:30

6 Then King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came against him and bound him in chains to take him to Babylon. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 24:1; Daniel 1:1; Jeremiah 25:1

7 Nebuchadnezzar also took some of the treasures from the Temple of the Lord and carried them to Babylon, placing them in his own temple there. 

 Cross References: Daniel 1:2; 2 Kings 24:13; Jeremiah 27:19

8 The rest of Jehoiakim’s actions and the terrible things he did are recorded in the Book of the Kings of Israel and Judah. His son Jehoiachin became king after him. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 24:5; Jeremiah 22:18; 2 Chronicles 35:26

9 Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he became king, and he ruled in Jerusalem for three months and ten days. He also did what was evil in the sight of the Lord. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 24:8; Jeremiah 22:24; Ezekiel 19:5

10 In the spring, King Nebuchadnezzar sent for him and brought him to Babylon, along with valuable items from the Lord’s Temple. Then Nebuchadnezzar appointed Jehoiachin’s relative Zedekiah as king over Judah and Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 24:12; Jeremiah 24:1; Ezekiel 17:12

Zedekiah’s Rebellion and Judah’s Downfall

11 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he ruled in Jerusalem for eleven years. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 24:18; Jeremiah 52:1; Jeremiah 21:1

12 He did what was evil in the sight of the Lord his God and refused to humble himself before the prophet Jeremiah, who spoke for the Lord. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 24:19; Jeremiah 37:2; Jeremiah 38:14

13 Zedekiah also rebelled against King Nebuchadnezzar, who had made him swear loyalty in God’s name. He became stubborn and refused to turn back to the Lord, the God of Israel. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 17:15; 2 Kings 24:20; Exodus 32:9

14 All the leaders of the priests and the people became more and more unfaithful, copying the detestable practices of the surrounding nations. They defiled the Temple of the Lord, which He had made holy in Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 8:6; Jeremiah 7:30; 2 Chronicles 33:4

God’s Warning Rejected

15 The Lord, the God of their ancestors, repeatedly sent His messengers to warn them, because He had compassion on His people and His Temple. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 7:25; Jeremiah 25:4; 2 Kings 17:13

16 But they mocked God's messengers, despised His words, and scoffed at His prophets until the Lord’s anger could no longer be restrained, and there was no remedy left. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 20:7; 2 Kings 17:14; Proverbs 29:1

Jerusalem Destroyed and Exiled

17 So the Lord brought the king of Babylon against them. The Babylonians killed Judah’s young men, even inside the Temple. They had no pity on anyone—young men, young women, the elderly, or the sick. God handed them all over to Nebuchadnezzar. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:1; Lamentations 2:21; Jeremiah 15:2

18 He took all the treasures from the Temple of God, as well as the treasures of the king and his officials, and brought everything to Babylon. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:13; Jeremiah 52:17; Daniel 5:2

19 They burned the Temple of God, tore down the walls of Jerusalem, burned all the palaces, and destroyed all the valuable items. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:9; Jeremiah 52:13; Lamentations 2:5

20 The few who survived the sword were taken away to Babylon, where they became servants to the king and his descendants until the kingdom of Persia rose to power. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:11; Jeremiah 52:15; Daniel 1:1

21 All this happened to fulfill the word of the Lord spoken through Jeremiah. The land enjoyed its Sabbath rests—all the time it lay desolate—until seventy years were completed. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 25:11; Jeremiah 29:10; Leviticus 26:34

Hope Through Cyrus’ Decree

22 In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, to fulfill the prophecy the Lord had given through Jeremiah, the Lord stirred the heart of Cyrus to send out this proclamation throughout his kingdom. 

He also put it in writing:

 Cross References: Ezra 1:1; Jeremiah 25:12; Isaiah 44:28

23 “This is what King Cyrus of Persia says: ‘The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth. He has appointed me to build a Temple for Him at Jerusalem in Judah. Any of His people among you may go up to Jerusalem, and may the Lord his God be with him.’” 

 Cross References: Ezra 1:2; Isaiah 45:1; 2 Chronicles 36:22

Key Lessons from 2 Chronicles Chapter 36

1.  Rebellion Against God Leads to Destruction Judah repeatedly ignored God's warnings through His prophets, leading to the complete collapse of the kingdom. 2.  Even Leaders Are Accountable Kings like Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah did evil in God's eyes and faced judgment for their disobedience and pride. 3.  God Is Patient—But His Patience Has Limits Though God sent many messengers with compassion, Judah’s persistent sin brought inevitable consequences. 4.  God Keeps His Promises, Both in Judgment and in Restoration The seventy years of exile fulfilled Jeremiah’s prophecy, and God began restoration through Cyrus—showing that hope follows repentance. 5.  God Uses Unexpected People to Fulfill His Will A pagan king, Cyrus of Persia, was

moved by God to begin the process of restoring Jerusalem and the Temple. 

Introduction to the Book of Ezra

The Restoration of God's People Title and Authorship The book is titled “Ezra,” named after the central figure in the latter half of the book, Ezra the scribe. Originally, the books of Ezra and Nehemiah were considered a single work in Jewish tradition, often referred to as "Ezra-Nehemiah." This single work was later divided into two separate books in the Christian tradition. The book of Ezra recounts the first two waves of Jewish exiles returning to Jerusalem from Babylon. 

Jewish tradition, and the internal evidence of the book itself, attributes the authorship to Ezra the scribe. As a priest and a descendant of Aaron, Ezra was deeply committed to the law of Moses and the restoration of proper worship. While Ezra is the primary author, he likely utilized various sources, including official decrees from Persian kings, lists of returning exiles, and personal memoirs. The book was written sometime in the late 5th or early 4th century B.C., likely in Jerusalem, to document the initial phases of the restoration. 

Historical Setting The book of Ezra begins where 2 Chronicles ends, with the decree of Cyrus the Great in 538 B.C., which allowed the exiled Jews to return to their homeland. This marks the end of the 70-year Babylonian captivity prophesied by Jeremiah. The narrative spans a period of approximately 80 

years, covering the return under Zerubbabel and Joshua (the first wave) and the later return under Ezra (the second wave). The historical context is crucial, as the book is set against the backdrop of the powerful Persian Empire, which ruled the ancient Near East. The Jews were no longer a sovereign nation but a small province within a vast empire. 

Purpose and Themes The primary purpose of the book of Ezra is to document the faithfulness of God in fulfilling His promises to His people and to record the re-establishment of the Jewish community in Jerusalem. The author seeks to provide a historical and theological record of the post-exilic community’s return, the rebuilding of the temple, and the restoration of proper worship. The book serves to encourage the community to remain faithful to God's law and to avoid the sins of their ancestors that led to the exile. 

Key Themes:

• The Fulfillment of Prophecy and God's Sovereignty

• The Centrality of the Temple and Proper Worship

• The Importance of the Law of Moses and Obedience

• The Dangers of Intermarriage and Syncretism

• God's Use of Foreign Kings to Accomplish His Purposes

• The Necessity of Repentance and Holiness

Structure of the Book

• Chapters 1–6: The First Return and the Rebuilding of the Temple

• The decree of Cyrus and the return under Zerubbabel

Introduction to the Book of Ezra

The Restoration of God's People Title and Authorship The book is titled “Ezra,” named after the central figure in the latter half of the book, Ezra the scribe. Originally, the books of Ezra and Nehemiah were considered a single work in Jewish tradition, often referred to as "Ezra-Nehemiah." 

This single work was later divided into two separate books in the Christian tradition. The book of Ezra recounts the first two waves of Jewish exiles returning to Jerusalem from Babylon. Jewish tradition, and the internal evidence of the book itself, attributes the authorship to Ezra the scribe. As a priest and a descendant of Aaron, Ezra was deeply committed to the law of Moses and the restoration of proper worship. While Ezra is the primary author, he likely utilized various sources, including official decrees from Persian kings, lists of returning exiles, and personal memoirs. The book was written sometime in the late 5th or early 4th century B.C., likely in Jerusalem, to document the initial phases of the restoration. Historical Setting The book of Ezra begins where 2 Chronicles ends, with the decree of Cyrus the Great in 538 B.C., which allowed the exiled Jews to return to their homeland. 

This marks the end of the 70- year Babylonian captivity prophesied by Jeremiah. The narrative spans a period of approximately 80 years, covering the return under Zerubbabel and Joshua (the first wave) and the later return under Ezra (the second wave). The historical context is crucial, as the book is set against the backdrop of the powerful Persian Empire, which ruled the ancient Near East. The Jews were no longer a sovereign nation but a small province within a vast empire. Purpose and Themes The primary purpose of the book of Ezra is to document the faithfulness of God in fulfilling His promises to His people and to record the re-establishment of the Jewish community in Jerusalem. The author seeks to provide a historical and theological record of the post-exilic community’s return, the rebuilding of the temple, and the restoration of proper worship. The book serves to encourage the community to remain faithful to God's law and to avoid the sins of their ancestors that led to the exile. Key Themes:

•  The Fulfillment of Prophecy and God's Sovereignty

•  The Centrality of the Temple and Proper Worship

•  The Importance of the Law of Moses and Obedience

•  The Dangers of Intermarriage and Syncretism

•  God's Use of Foreign Kings to Accomplish His Purposes

•  The Necessity of Repentance and Holiness Structure of the Book

•  Chapters 1–6: The First Return and the Rebuilding of the Temple

•  The decree of Cyrus and the return under Zerubbabel

•  The rebuilding of the altar and the laying of the temple foundation

•  Opposition from the surrounding peoples

•  The ministry of the prophets Haggai and Zechariah

•  The completion and dedication of the temple

•  Chapters 7–10: The Second Return and the Restoration of the Community

•  The return of Ezra and his mission to teach God's law

•  The problem of intermarriage with foreign women

•  Ezra's prayer of confession

•  The community's repentance and the covenant to separate Spiritual Lessons

•  God is faithful to His promises and will fulfill His prophetic word. 

•  The spiritual health of God’s people is directly tied to their obedience to His law. 

•  Repentance and confession are necessary for the restoration of God's favor. 

•  Leaders play a crucial role in guiding God’s people toward holiness. 

•  The community of faith must guard against compromise with the world to preserve its identity and purity. Jesus in Ezra The book of Ezra points to Jesus in several ways. The rebuilding of the temple, a central theme, foreshadows Jesus as the ultimate Temple, the place where God dwells and where true worship is offered. The return of the exiles and the re-establishment of the community prefigure the new covenant community of believers gathered under Christ. Ezra's passion for the law and his mission to restore God's people to a right relationship with God anticipate Jesus, the ultimate teacher and scribe, who perfectly fulfilled the law and came to seek and save the lost. The book's emphasis on holiness and the need to separate from sin finds its ultimate solution in Jesus, who, through His sacrifice, makes a permanent way for His people to be made holy before God. Key Verse "For Ezra had set his heart to study the Law of the Lord, and to do it and to teach His statutes and rules in Israel.” —Ezra 7:10

Ezra Chapter 1 — Crawford Standard Bible

Cyrus Issues a Decree to Rebuild the Temple

1 In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, the Lord fulfilled the prophecy He had given through Jeremiah. He stirred the heart of King Cyrus to make a public proclamation throughout his kingdom and to put it in writing:

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 36:22; Jeremiah 25:12; Jeremiah 29:10

2 “This is what King Cyrus of Persia says: ‘The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth. He has appointed me to build a temple for Him at Jerusalem in Judah. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 36:23; Isaiah 44:28; Isaiah 45:13

3 Any of His people among you may go to Jerusalem in Judah to rebuild this Temple of the Lord, the God of Israel, who lives in Jerusalem. And may their God be with them. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 44:28; Haggai 1:8; Psalm 126:1

4 And wherever this remnant of God’s people are living, let their neighbors help them with gifts of silver and gold, supplies for the journey, and livestock, in addition to the freewill offerings for the Temple of God in Jerusalem.’” 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:35; Exodus 11:2; Exodus 3:22

The People Prepare to Return

5 Then the family leaders of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, along with the priests and Levites—

everyone whose heart God had stirred—got ready to go up and rebuild the Temple of the Lord in Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: Haggai 1:14; Zechariah 4:6; 1 Chronicles 5:26

6 And all their neighbors helped them with gifts of silver and gold, supplies, livestock, and valuable items, in addition to all the voluntary offerings they brought. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:36; Exodus 35:21; 1 Chronicles 29:6

Cyrus Returns the Temple Treasures

7 King Cyrus also brought out the articles that belonged to the Temple of the Lord, which King Nebuchadnezzar had taken from Jerusalem and placed in the temple of his own gods. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:14; Daniel 1:2; 2 Chronicles 36:18

8 Cyrus had them brought out by Mithredath, the royal treasurer, and he counted them and handed them over to Sheshbazzar, the prince of Judah. 

 Cross References: Ezra 5:14; Ezra 5:16; 1 Chronicles 3:18

The Inventory of Returned Items

9 This was the inventory: thirty gold trays, one thousand silver trays, twenty-nine silver knives, Cross References: Ezra 8:26; Ezra 8:27; Numbers 7:13

10 thirty gold bowls, four hundred ten silver bowls of a second type, and one thousand other articles. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 7:50; 2 Chronicles 4:8; Jeremiah 52:19

11 In all, there were 5,400 gold and silver items. Sheshbazzar brought all these along when the exiles were brought back from Babylon to Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: Ezra 5:14; Jeremiah 27:22; 1 Chronicles 3:18

Key Lessons from Ezra Chapter 1

1.  God Keeps His Promises Through History The Lord fulfilled Jeremiah’s prophecy by moving the heart of a pagan king—Cyrus—to initiate the return of His people and the rebuilding of His house. 2.  God Can Use Anyone to Accomplish His Will Even a foreign ruler like Cyrus was stirred by God to issue a decree in favor of His people. No one is outside God’s sovereign control. 3. 

Revival Begins with Stirred Hearts Only those “whose spirit God had stirred” were willing to make the journey and take part in the rebuilding of the Temple. Spiritual restoration begins in the heart. 4. 

Restoration Requires Community Participation Those who didn’t return still played a part by giving offerings and supplies. Everyone had a role in God’s redemptive plan. 5.  God Restores What Was Lost The sacred articles taken by Nebuchadnezzar were not forgotten—God preserved them, and Cyrus restored them for their proper use in worship. 

Ezra Chapter 2 — Crawford Standard Bible

The List of Returning Exiles

1 These are the people of the province who returned from captivity—those exiled by King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. They returned to Jerusalem and Judah, each to their own town. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:6; 2 Chronicles 36:22; Jeremiah 29:10

2 They came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum, and Baanah. Here is the list of the men of the people of Israel: Cross References: Nehemiah 7:7; Haggai 1:1; Zechariah 3:1

Families of Israel

3 The descendants of Parosh — 2,172

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:8; Nehemiah 10:14; 1 Chronicles 9:1

4 Shephatiah — 372

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:9; 1 Chronicles 9:1; Ezra 8:1

5 Arah — 775

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:10; 1 Chronicles 9:1; Ezra 8:1

6 Pahath-moab (descendants of Jeshua and Joab) — 2,812

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:11; Nehemiah 10:14; Nehemiah 3:11

7 Elam — 1,254

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:12; Nehemiah 10:14; Ezra 8:7

8 Zattu — 945

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:13; Nehemiah 10:14; 1 Chronicles 9:1

9 Zaccai — 760

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:14; 1 Chronicles 9:1; Ezra 8:1

10 Bani — 642

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:15; Nehemiah 10:14; Ezra 10:34

11 Bebai — 623

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:16; Nehemiah 10:15; Ezra 8:11

12 Azgad — 1,222

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:17; Nehemiah 10:15; Ezra 8:12

13 Adonikam — 666

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:18; Ezra 8:13; 1 Chronicles 9:1

14 Bigvai — 2,056

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:19; Nehemiah 10:16; Ezra 8:14

15 Adin — 454

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:20; Nehemiah 10:16; Ezra 8:6

16 Ater (descendants of Hezekiah) — 98

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:21; Nehemiah 10:17; 1 Chronicles 9:1

17 Bezai — 323

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:23; Nehemiah 10:18; 1 Chronicles 9:1

18 Jorah — 112

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:24; Nehemiah 10:19; 1 Chronicles 9:1

19 Hashum — 223

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:22; Nehemiah 10:18; Ezra 10:33

20 Gibbar — 95

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:25; 1 Chronicles 9:1; Ezra 8:1

People from Towns of Judah and Benjamin

21 Bethlehem — 123

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:26; Micah 5:2; Ruth 1:19

22 Netophah — 56

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:26; 2 Samuel 23:28; 1 Chronicles 9:16

23 Anathoth — 128

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:27; Jeremiah 1:1; Nehemiah 10:19

24 Azmaveth — 42

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:28; Nehemiah 12:29; 1 Chronicles 12:3

25 Kiriath-jearim, Kephirah, and Beeroth — 743

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:29; Joshua 9:17; Joshua 18:14

26 Ramah and Geba — 621

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:30; Joshua 18:25; 1 Kings 15:22

27 Michmas — 122

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:31; 1 Samuel 13:2; 1 Samuel 14:5

28 Bethel and Ai — 223

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:32; Joshua 8:17; Genesis 12:8

29 Nebo — 52

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:33; Ezra 10:43; Numbers 32:38

30 Magbish — 156

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 9:3; Nehemiah 7:6; Ezra 8:1

31 The other Elam — 1,254

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:34; Ezra 8:7; Nehemiah 10:14

32 Harim — 320

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:35; Nehemiah 10:27; Nehemiah 3:11

33 Lod, Hadid, and Ono — 725

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:37; Nehemiah 11:34; 1 Chronicles 8:12

34 Jericho — 345

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:36; Joshua 6:20; Nehemiah 3:2

35 Senaah — 3,630

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:38; Nehemiah 3:3; 1 Chronicles 9:1

Priests, Levites, and Temple Servants

36 Priests: Jedaiah (from the family of Jeshua) — 973

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:39; 1 Chronicles 24:7; Nehemiah 12:6

37 Immer — 1,052

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:40; 1 Chronicles 24:14; Jeremiah 20:1

38 Pashhur — 1,247

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:41; Jeremiah 20:1; Nehemiah 11:12

39 Harim — 1,017

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:42; 1 Chronicles 24:8; Nehemiah 10:5

40 Levites: Jeshua and Kadmiel (descendants of Hodaviah) — 74

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:43; Ezra 3:9; Nehemiah 12:24

41 Singers: Descendants of Asaph — 128

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:44; 1 Chronicles 25:1; Nehemiah 12:46

42 Gatekeepers: Shallum, Ater, Talmon, Akkub, Hatita, Shobai — 139

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:45; 1 Chronicles 9:17; 1 Chronicles 26:1

Temple Servants (Nethinim)

43–54 The descendants of Ziha, Hasupha, Tabbaoth, Keros, Siaha, Padon, Lebanah, Hagabah, Akkub, Hagab, Shalmai, Hanan, Giddel, Gahar, Reaiah, Rezin, Nekoda, Gazzam, Uzza, Paseah, Besai, Asnah, Meunim, Nephusim, Bakbuk, Hakupha, Harhur, Bazluth, Mehida, Harsha, Barkos, Sisera, Thamah, Neziah, and Hatipha

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:46; Joshua 9:27; 1 Chronicles 9:2

Descendants of Solomon’s Servants

55–57 The descendants of Sotai, Sophereth, Peruda, Jaalah, Darkon, Giddel, Shephatiah, Hattil, Pochereth-hazzebaim, and Ami

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:57; 1 Kings 9:20; 1 Kings 9:21

58 In total, the Nethinim and descendants of Solomon’s servants numbered 392. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:60; Joshua 9:27; 1 Chronicles 9:2

Those Without Genealogical Records

59 The following came from Tel-melah, Tel-harsha, Kerub, Addan, and Immer but could not prove their family lineage or heritage as Israelites:

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:61; Ezra 8:1; 1 Chronicles 9:1

60 The descendants of Delaiah, Tobiah, and Nekoda — 652

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:62; Nehemiah 2:10; Nehemiah 6:17

61 From the priestly families: Habaiah, Hakkoz, and Barzillai (who married a woman from Barzillai of Gilead and adopted her family name)

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:63; 2 Samuel 17:27; 2 Samuel 19:31

62 These searched for their names in the genealogical records, but they were not found. So they were excluded from the priesthood as unclean. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:64; Numbers 3:10; Leviticus 21:17

63 The governor told them not to eat the most sacred offerings until a priest could consult the Lord using the Urim and Thummim. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:65; Exodus 28:30; Numbers 27:21

Total Number of the Exiles Who Returned

64 The whole assembly totaled 42,360 people, 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:66; Numbers 1:46; Numbers 26:51

65 not including 7,337 male and female servants. They also had 200 male and female singers. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:67; Numbers 1:46; 1 Chronicles 9:2

66 They brought with them 736 horses, 245 mules, 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:68; 1 Kings 4:26; 2 Chronicles 9:25

67 435 camels, and 6,720 donkeys. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:69; 1 Chronicles 27:30; Genesis 24:35

Offerings for the Temple

68 When they arrived at the Temple of the Lord in Jerusalem, some of the family leaders gave freewill offerings toward the rebuilding of God’s house on its original site. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:70; 1 Chronicles 29:6; Exodus 35:21

69 They gave according to their ability: 61,000 gold coins, 5,000 silver minas, and 100 priestly garments for the treasury of the work. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:71; Haggai 2:8; 1 Chronicles 29:7

Settling in Their Towns

70 So the priests, Levites, singers, gatekeepers, temple servants, and some of the people settled in their towns. All the rest of Israel settled in their ancestral towns. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:73; Nehemiah 11:3; 1 Chronicles 9:2

Key Lessons from Ezra Chapter 2

1.  God Remembers Every Name Though this chapter may seem like just a long list, it reminds us that God values individuals, families, and their faithfulness. Every person who returned played a part in His redemptive plan. 2.  Spiritual Heritage Matters Those unable to prove their lineage were excluded from certain roles. This emphasizes the importance of spiritual identity and record. 3. 

Willing Hearts Fuel God’s Work Many gave freely and sacrificially toward rebuilding the Temple. 

Revival depends not only on calling but also on generosity. 4.  God Restores in Detail The return from exile wasn’t vague or general. God restored whole families, towns, and priestly roles with intentional order. 5.  Unity is Found in Obedience Despite their many tribes and roles, the people united in obedience to God’s call—returning together, rebuilding together, and worshipping together. 

Ezra Chapter 3 — Crawford Standard Bible

The Altar Rebuilt and Worship Restored

1 When the seventh month arrived and the Israelites were settled in their towns, the people came together as one in Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:73; Nehemiah 8:1; Leviticus 23:24

2 Then Jeshua son of Jozadak and his fellow priests, along with Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and his associates, rose up and built the altar of the God of Israel to offer burnt offerings on it—just as it is written in the law of Moses, the man of God. 

 Cross References: Haggai 1:1; Exodus 20:25; 1 Chronicles 6:15

3 Even though they were afraid of the people around them, they set the altar on its foundation and offered burnt offerings on it to the Lord—both morning and evening sacrifices. 

 Cross References: Exodus 29:38; Numbers 28:3; Ezra 4:4

4 They also celebrated the Festival of Tabernacles, as prescribed, and offered the daily burnt offerings in the proper numbers, according to the requirement for each day. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:34; Numbers 29:12; Nehemiah 8:17

5 After that, they continued with the regular burnt offerings, the offerings at the new moons and all the appointed sacred festivals of the Lord, as well as all the freewill offerings that people brought to the Lord. 

 Cross References: Numbers 28:11; Leviticus 23:4; Numbers 29:39

6 From the first day of the seventh month they began to offer burnt offerings to the Lord, even though the foundation of the Lord’s temple had not yet been laid. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:24; Haggai 1:2; Zechariah 4:9

Preparations for Rebuilding the Temple

7 They gave money to the stonecutters and carpenters, and food, drink, and oil to the people of Sidon and Tyre so they would bring cedar logs by sea from Lebanon to the port of Joppa, just as King Cyrus of Persia had authorized. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 5:6; 1 Kings 5:9; 2 Chronicles 2:16

Laying the Temple’s Foundation

8 In the second year after they arrived at the house of God in Jerusalem, in the second month, Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Jeshua son of Jozadak, and the rest of their brothers—the priests, Levites, and all who had returned from captivity to Jerusalem—began the work. They appointed Levites twenty years old and older to supervise the building of the Lord’s house. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 23:24; 2 Chronicles 31:17; Numbers 8:24

9 Jeshua and his sons and relatives, along with Kadmiel and his sons (descendants of Judah), worked together to supervise those working on the house of God. The sons of Henadad, along with their sons and relatives (all Levites), also joined in the supervision. 

 Cross References: Ezra 2:40; Nehemiah 3:18; Nehemiah 10:9

Worship and Weeping at the Temple’s Foundation

10 When the builders completed the foundation of the Lord’s temple, the priests—dressed in their ceremonial robes and holding trumpets—and the Levites (descendants of Asaph) with cymbals, took their places to praise the Lord, following the pattern established by King David of Israel. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 25:1; 1 Chronicles 16:5; 2 Chronicles 5:13

11 With antiphonal singing they gave praise and thanks to the Lord: “He is good; His faithful love for Israel endures forever.” Then all the people shouted with a mighty shout, praising the Lord because the foundation of the temple had been laid. 

 Cross References: Psalm 136:1; 1 Chronicles 16:34; 2 Chronicles 7:3

12 But many of the older priests, Levites, and family leaders—those who had seen the former temple— cried out loud when they saw the foundation of this new house being laid. Others shouted with joy. 

 Cross References: Haggai 2:3; Zechariah 4:10; Psalm 137:1

13 The people couldn’t distinguish the sound of the joyful shouts from the sound of the weeping, because the noise was so loud that it was heard far away. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 12:43; 1 Samuel 4:5; 1 Kings 1:40

Key Lessons from Ezra Chapter 3

1.  Unity Leads to Renewal The people came together “as one” to rebuild worship. True revival begins when God’s people unite in purpose and faith. 2.  Worship Comes Before Walls Even though the temple wasn’t yet rebuilt, they didn’t wait to restore their relationship with God. They built the altar first and began offering sacrifices in obedience. 3.  Courage Despite Fear The altar was set up in the face of surrounding threats. Faith presses forward even when danger looms. 4. 

Foundation-Laying Requires Celebration and Tears For some, the new beginning was cause for joyful praise. For others, it stirred memories and grief. Both emotions were part of God’s sacred work. 5.  God’s Mercy Endures Forever The people praised God not for what was fully built, but because His mercy never ends. Gratitude shouldn’t wait for completion—it rises at the first sign of progress. 
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Opposition to the Rebuilding Begins

1 When the enemies of Judah and Benjamin heard that the returned exiles were rebuilding the temple of the Lord, the God of Israel, 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 2:10; Nehemiah 4:1; Nehemiah 6:1

2 they came to Zerubbabel and the family leaders and said, “Let us build with you, for we seek your God just as you do. We’ve been sacrificing to Him since the time of Esarhaddon king of Assyria, who brought us here.” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 17:24; 2 Kings 17:33; 2 Kings 17:41

3 But Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the rest of the family leaders of Israel replied, “You have no part with us in building a temple to our God. We alone will rebuild it for the Lord, the God of Israel, as King Cyrus of Persia has commanded us.” 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 2:20; Deuteronomy 7:2; Ezra 1:2

Ongoing Harassment and Political Sabotage 4 Then the local people began discouraging the people of Judah and tried to intimidate them to stop the work. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 6:9; Zechariah 8:9; Haggai 2:4

5 They bribed officials to work against them and frustrate their plans. This went on throughout the reign of Cyrus king of Persia until the reign of Darius king of Persia. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 6:12; Ezra 5:5; Ezra 6:14

6 During the reign of Xerxes (Ahasuerus), early in his reign, an accusation was written against the people of Judah and Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: Esther 1:1; Esther 3:8; Ezra 4:23

7 And in the days of Artaxerxes, Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel, and the rest of their associates wrote to him. The letter was written in the Aramaic script and translated into Aramaic. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 2:1; Ezra 7:1; Daniel 2:4

The Accusation Against Jerusalem

8 Rehum the chief officer and Shimshai the court secretary wrote a letter against Jerusalem to King Artaxerxes. 

 Cross References: Ezra 4:23; Nehemiah 2:19; Ezra 4:9

9 It was sent by Rehum, Shimshai, and their colleagues—the judges, officials, administrators, and people of various nations whom the great and noble Ashurbanipal had deported and settled in the cities of Samaria and elsewhere across the province west of the Euphrates River. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 17:24; Ezra 4:2; Ezra 4:10

10 (They were from nations brought to the region by Ashurbanipal, who had settled them in Samaria and other cities.)

 Cross References: 2 Kings 17:6; 2 Kings 17:24; Ezra 4:17

11 This is the copy of the letter they sent: “To King Artaxerxes, from your servants in the region west of the Euphrates River. 

 Cross References: Ezra 5:6; Ezra 4:17; Ezra 4:8

12 Let it be known to the king that the Jews who came up from you to us have arrived in Jerusalem and are rebuilding that rebellious and wicked city. They are restoring its walls and have already laid the foundations. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 6:6; Nehemiah 2:17; Ezra 5:3

13 Be advised that if this city is rebuilt and its walls are completed, they will no longer pay taxes, tribute, or customs duties, and the royal revenue will suffer. 

 Cross References: Ezra 7:24; Ezra 4:20; Genesis 47:26

14 Since we are supported by the king’s palace and do not wish to see dishonor come to the king, we feel it our duty to report this. 

 Cross References: Ezra 4:22; Daniel 3:8; Ezra 4:16

15 If you search the historical records, you will find that this city has been a source of rebellion and trouble to kings and provinces. That is why it was destroyed in the first place. 

 Cross References: Esther 6:1; 2 Kings 25:1; Jeremiah 52:3

16 We declare to the king that if this city is rebuilt and its walls restored, you will lose control of the territory west of the Euphrates.” 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 2:20; Ezra 4:21; Ezra 4:13

The King’s Response: Work Ordered to Stop

17 Then the king sent this reply: “To Rehum the chief officer, Shimshai the scribe, and your colleagues living in Samaria and elsewhere west of the Euphrates: Greetings. 

 Cross References: Ezra 4:11; Ezra 5:7; Ezra 4:23

18 The letter you sent has been read to me word for word. 

 Cross References: Esther 6:1; Daniel 5:25; Ezra 4:23

19 I ordered a search, and it was indeed discovered that this city has a long history of rebellion against kings and has been a center of uprisings and revolt. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 24:20; 2 Chronicles 36:13; Jeremiah 52:3

20 Powerful kings once ruled over Jerusalem and controlled the entire region west of the Euphrates, and taxes, tribute, and duties were paid to them. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 4:21; 2 Samuel 8:6; Psalm 72:10

21 Therefore, issue an order that these men stop their work. The city is not to be rebuilt until I give further instruction. 

 Cross References: Ezra 4:24; Ezra 6:8; Ezra 5:5

22 Be diligent in carrying out this order so that there is no damage to the interests of the kings.” 

 Cross References: Ezra 4:13; Ezra 4:15; Esther 3:9

The Work Ceases

23 As soon as the copy of King Artaxerxes’ letter was read to Rehum, Shimshai the scribe, and their associates, they hurried to Jerusalem and forced the Jews to stop by power and might. 

 Cross References: Ezra 4:24; Nehemiah 4:11; Ezra 6:8

24 So the work on the temple of God in Jerusalem came to a halt and remained stopped until the second year of the reign of Darius king of Persia. 

 Cross References: Haggai 1:1; Zechariah 1:1; Ezra 5:2

Key Lessons from Ezra Chapter 4

1.  Not All Who Offer Help Are Friends The enemies of God’s people claimed to worship the same God, but their motives were to hinder the work, not support it. Discernment is essential in partnership. 2.  Opposition Often Comes During Progress As soon as the people began rebuilding, resistance arose. Revival and restoration often attract attack. 3.  Intimidation, Accusation, and Delay Are Tools of the Enemy Satan’s tactics haven’t changed—discouragement, legal opposition, and delays are common weapons used against God’s people. 4.  Faithfulness May Require Saying

“No”  Zerubbabel and the leaders were bold to reject unfaithful alliances, choosing obedience to God over political convenience. 5.  God’s Work May Be Delayed but Not Defeated The temple work paused for a time, but God’s plan was still in motion. Delay is not denial. 

Ezra Chapter 5 — Crawford Standard Bible

The Prophets Encourage the Builders

1 The prophets Haggai and Zechariah (the son of Iddo) prophesied to the Jews in Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the God of Israel who was over them. 

 Cross References: Haggai 1:1; Zechariah 1:1; Haggai 2:4

2 Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and Jeshua son of Jozadak arose and began rebuilding the temple of God in Jerusalem. The prophets of God were with them, supporting and encouraging them. 

 Cross References: Haggai 1:14; Zechariah 4:9; Ezra 3:8

Inquiry from the Persian Officials

3 At that time, Tatnai, governor of the region west of the Euphrates, along with Shethar-boznai and their associates, came and asked, “Who gave you the authority to rebuild this temple and finish this structure?” 

 Cross References: Ezra 4:11; Nehemiah 2:19; Ezra 6:6

4 They also asked, “What are the names of the men who are leading this construction?” 

 Cross References: Ezra 5:10; Nehemiah 6:6; Nehemiah 2:19

5 But the eye of their God was upon the Jewish leaders, and they were not forced to stop until a report could be sent to Darius, and his reply received. 

 Cross References: Psalm 33:18; Ezra 7:9; Nehemiah 2:8

The Letter to King Darius

6 This is a copy of the letter that Tatnai, governor of the region west of the Euphrates, along with Shethar-boznai and their associates, the officials of that region, sent to King Darius: Cross References: Ezra 4:8; Ezra 4:11; Ezra 7:11

7 “To King Darius, greetings. 

 Cross References: Ezra 4:17; Daniel 6:25; Ezra 7:12

8 Be it known to the king that we went to the province of Judah, to the temple of the great God. It is being built with large stones, and timber is being set in the walls. The work is progressing quickly and is going well under their supervision. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 6:7; Haggai 2:9; Ezra 6:4

9 We questioned the leaders, asking them, ‘Who gave you permission to rebuild this temple and restore this structure?’

 Cross References: Ezra 5:3; Ezra 5:4; Nehemiah 6:6

10 We also asked their names, so we could inform you and write down the names of their leaders. 

 Cross References: Ezra 5:4; Nehemiah 7:5; Ezra 2:62

The Response of the Jews

11 “This is the answer they gave us: ‘We are the servants of the God of heaven and earth, and we are rebuilding the temple that was built long ago by a great king of Israel. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 6:1; 1 Kings 8:27; 2 Chronicles 3:1

12 But because our ancestors angered the God of heaven, He handed them over to King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, the Chaldean, who destroyed this temple and carried the people away to Babylon. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 36:17; Jeremiah 25:9; 2 Kings 25:9

13 However, in the first year of King Cyrus of Babylon, he issued a decree to rebuild the house of God. 

 Cross References: Ezra 1:1; 2 Chronicles 36:23; Isaiah 44:28

14 The gold and silver vessels of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the temple in Jerusalem and brought to the temple of Babylon, were taken out by King Cyrus. He entrusted them to a man named Sheshbazzar, whom he appointed as governor. 

 Cross References: Ezra 1:7; 2 Kings 25:14; Daniel 5:2

15 He said to him, “Take these vessels, put them in the temple in Jerusalem, and let the house of God be rebuilt on its original site.” 

 Cross References: Ezra 1:8; Ezra 1:11; Ezra 5:14

16 Then Sheshbazzar came and laid the foundation of the house of God in Jerusalem. From that time until now, the work has continued, but it is not yet completed.’

 Cross References: Ezra 3:10; Zechariah 4:9; Ezra 3:8

The Request to Verify the Decree

17 “Now, if it pleases the king, let a search be made in the royal archives there in Babylon to see if King Cyrus really issued a decree to rebuild this temple of God in Jerusalem. Then please send us

your decision regarding this matter.” 

 Cross References: Ezra 6:1; Ezra 1:1; Esther 6:1

Key Lessons from Ezra Chapter 5

1.  God Sends Encouragement Through His Prophets Haggai and Zechariah’s timely words stirred courage in the hearts of the builders. God always raises voices to strengthen His people when opposition arises. 2.  God’s Eye Is on His Work The “eye of their God” was upon the leaders, ensuring that no earthly authority could halt the work without divine permission. 3.  Bold Testimony of Identity and Purpose The Jewish leaders boldly declared, “We are the servants of the God of heaven and earth,” demonstrating that their allegiance was first to God. 4.  God’s Plans Are Rooted in History and Promise The decree of Cyrus was not just a royal order but part of God’s larger plan. 

The Jews appealed to history to affirm the legitimacy of their work. 5.  When Opposed, Appeal to Truth and Evidence Instead of fearing opposition, the leaders welcomed a search of the records, confident that the truth of God’s command would be confirmed. 

Ezra Chapter 6 — Crawford Standard Bible

Darius Confirms Cyrus’s Decree

1 Then King Darius issued a decree, and a search was made in the archives stored in the treasury at Babylon. 

 Cross References: Ezra 5:17; Esther 6:1; Ezra 4:15

2 A scroll was found in the fortress of Ecbatana, in the province of Media, and this is what was recorded:

 Cross References: Ezra 1:1; Ezra 6:3; Isaiah 45:13

3  In the first year of King Cyrus,  the king issued a decree concerning the temple of God in Jerusalem:

“Let the temple be rebuilt on the site where sacrifices are offered. Let its foundations be firmly laid. 

Its height is to be 90 feet, and its width is to be 90 feet, 

 Cross References: Ezra 1:2; 1 Kings 6:2; Haggai 2:3

4 with three rows of large stones and one row of new timber. The expenses are to be paid from the royal treasury. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 6:36; Ezra 6:8; 1 Kings 7:12

5 Also, let the gold and silver items of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took from the temple in Jerusalem and brought to Babylon, be returned to their places in the temple in Jerusalem. 

Let them be restored to the house of God.” 

 Cross References: Ezra 1:7; Ezra 5:14; Jeremiah 27:22

The King’s Command to Support the Builders

6 “Now then, Tatnai governor of the region west of the Euphrates, Shethar-boznai, and your associates, the officials of that region—stay away from there. 

 Cross References: Ezra 5:3; Ezra 5:6; Proverbs 21:1

7 Do not interfere with the work on the temple of God. Let the governor of the Jews and the Jewish elders rebuild this house of God where it once stood. 

 Cross References: Ezra 5:2; Haggai 1:14; Zechariah 4:9

8 Moreover, I issue a decree regarding what you are to do for these elders of the Jews in the rebuilding of this temple of God: The costs are to be fully paid from the royal treasury, from the tribute collected in the region beyond the Euphrates, so that the work will not stop. 

 Cross References: Ezra 7:20; Ezra 7:22; Nehemiah 2:8

9 Give the priests in Jerusalem what they need daily—young bulls, rams, and lambs for burnt offerings to the God of heaven; also wheat, salt, wine, and oil, as requested by the priests—

 Cross References: Leviticus 1:3; Numbers 28:3; Ezra 7:22

10 so that they may offer pleasing sacrifices to the God of heaven and pray for the life of the king and his sons. 


Dedication of the Wall of Jerusalem

27 For the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem, Levites from all around were sought out and brought to Jerusalem to celebrate joyfully with thanksgiving songs, accompanied by cymbals, harps, and lyres. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 15:16; 2 Chronicles 5:13; Ezra 6:16

28 The singers gathered from the surrounding region, including the villages of the Netophathites, Cross References: 1 Chronicles 9:16; Nehemiah 7:26; 1 Chronicles 25:6

29 And also from Beth Gilgal and the fields of Geba and Azmaveth, for the singers had built their own villages around Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 7:28; 2 Samuel 23:31; Nehemiah 11:31

30 The priests and Levites purified themselves. Then they purified the people, the gates, and the wall. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 29:15; Exodus 19:10; 2 Chronicles 5:11

Two Thanksgiving Choirs

31 I led the leaders of Judah up onto the wall, and I appointed two large thanksgiving choirs. One proceeded southward on the wall toward the Dung Gate. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 3:13; 1 Chronicles 16:7; 2 Chronicles 20:21

32 Hoshaiah and half the leaders of Judah followed them, 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 42:1; Nehemiah 9:38; Nehemiah 10:1

33 Along with Azariah, Ezra, Meshullam, 

 Cross References: Ezra 7:1; Nehemiah 3:4; 1 Chronicles 6:14

34 Judah, Benjamin, Shemaiah, and Jeremiah, 

 Cross References: Ezra 10:23; Nehemiah 11:34; Jeremiah 1:1

35 And some of the priests with trumpets—Zechariah son of Jonathan, the son of Shemaiah, the son of Mattaniah, the son of Micaiah, the son of Zaccur, the son of Asaph—

 Cross References: Numbers 10:8; 1 Chronicles 25:1; 1 Chronicles 15:24

36 And his fellow musicians: Shemaiah, Azarel, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethanel, Judah, and Hanani— with the musical instruments of David, the man of God. Ezra the scribe led them. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 23:5; Amos 6:5; Ezra 7:6

37 At the Fountain Gate, they went straight up the steps of the City of David, past David’s palace, and then along the wall above the Water Gate to the east. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 3:15; 2 Samuel 5:7; Nehemiah 3:26

The Second Choir Procession

38 The second thanksgiving choir proceeded in the opposite direction. I followed them with half the people on top of the wall—from the Tower of the Ovens to the Broad Wall, Cross References: Nehemiah 3:11; Nehemiah 3:8; 2 Chronicles 20:21

39 Over the Gate of Ephraim, past the Old Gate, the Fish Gate, the Tower of Hananel, and the Tower of the Hundred, to the Sheep Gate. They stopped at the Gate of the Guard. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 3:1; Nehemiah 8:16; Jeremiah 31:38

40 So the two thanksgiving choirs stood in the house of God. I stood there too, along with half the officials, 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 16:4; Psalm 100:4; 2 Chronicles 5:13

41 And the priests—Eliakim, Maaseiah, Miniamin, Micaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah, and Hananiah—with their trumpets, 

 Cross References: Numbers 10:10; 1 Chronicles 15:24; 2 Chronicles 5:12

42 And also Maaseiah, Shemaiah, Eleazar, Uzzi, Jehohanan, Malkijah, Elam, and Ezer. The singers sang loudly, under the direction of Jezrahiah. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 15:22; 2 Chronicles 5:13; Ezra 3:11

Joyful Celebration and Provision

43 That day, great sacrifices were offered, and the people rejoiced because God had filled them with great joy. Even the women and children joined in the celebration, and the joy in Jerusalem could be heard far away. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 30:26; Ezra 6:16; Deuteronomy 12:7

Offerings and Ministry Responsibilities

44 At that time, men were appointed to oversee the storerooms for the offerings, firstfruits, and tithes. 

They were to collect into the storerooms from the fields around the towns what the Law required for the priests and the Levites. The people of Judah were glad to see the priests and Levites at their posts. 

 Cross References: Malachi 3:10; Nehemiah 10:37; 2 Chronicles 31:11

45 They performed their duties faithfully in the service of their God and in purification, following the commands of David and his son Solomon. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 23:6; 2 Chronicles 8:14; 1 Chronicles 9:22

46 For long ago, in the days of David and Asaph, there were leaders of singers and songs of praise and thanksgiving to God. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 16:7; 1 Chronicles 25:1; Psalm 50:1

47 So in the days of Zerubbabel and of Nehemiah, all Israel gave the daily portions for the singers and the gatekeepers. They also set apart portions for the Levites, and the Levites set apart portions for the descendants of Aaron. 

 Cross References: Numbers 18:21; Nehemiah 13:10; 2 Chronicles 31:4

Key Lessons from Nehemiah Chapter 12

1.  Honoring God through worship and remembrance The dedication of the wall was filled with joy, music, and thanksgiving—honoring God as the One who had rebuilt and restored His people. 2. 

Purity prepares the heart for worship The priests and Levites purified themselves and the people, showing that holiness must precede genuine celebration. 3.  Worship is a community celebration The people, leaders, singers, and musicians came together to praise God—demonstrating unity in joyful thanksgiving. 4.  Organization strengthens ministry Assigning leaders for songs, offerings, gates, and stores shows that God’s work thrives on faithfulness and structure. 5.  Generosity supports the work of God The people gave offerings, tithes, and daily portions, rejoicing in their part in sustaining the house of God. 

Nehemiah Chapter 13 — Crawford Standard Bible

Foreigners Forbidden in the Assembly

1 On that day, the Book of Moses was read aloud to the people. In it was written that no Ammonite or Moabite should ever be allowed to enter the assembly of God, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 23:3; Nehemiah 8:3; Ezra 9:1

2 Because they had not met the Israelites with bread and water, but instead hired Balaam to curse them —though our God turned the curse into a blessing. 

 Cross References: Numbers 22:5; Deuteronomy 23:4; Numbers 23:11

3 When the people heard this law, they separated from Israel everyone of mixed ancestry. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:38; Ezra 9:1; Ezra 10:11

Tobiah’s Defilement of the Temple

4 Before this, Eliashib the priest, who had oversight of the storerooms in the Temple of our God, had become close to Tobiah. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 2:10; Nehemiah 6:17; Nehemiah 6:18

5 He had prepared for him a large room, where they used to store grain offerings, incense, vessels, tithes of grain, new wine, and oil—items meant for the Levites, singers, gatekeepers, and offerings for the priests. 

 Cross References: Malachi 3:10; Nehemiah 10:38; Numbers 18:21

6 But while all this was happening, I was not in Jerusalem, for in the 32nd year of King Artaxerxes of Babylon I had returned to the king. After some time, I received permission Cross References: Nehemiah 2:1; Nehemiah 5:14; Ezra 7:1

7 And came back to Jerusalem. Then I learned of the evil thing Eliashib had done for Tobiah—

preparing a room for him in the courts of God’s house. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 44:9; Nehemiah 6:17; Psalm 101:7

8 I was greatly upset and threw all of Tobiah’s belongings out of the room. 

 Cross References: John 2:15; Psalm 69:9; 2 Chronicles 29:16

9 I ordered the rooms to be purified, and then I brought back the vessels of the house of God, along with the grain offerings and the incense. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 29:18; Leviticus 2:1; 2 Chronicles 29:5

Neglect of the Levites and Restoration of Tithes

10 I also discovered that the Levites had not received their portions, so the Levites and singers who did the work had returned to their own fields. 

 Cross References: Malachi 3:8; Numbers 18:24; Nehemiah 10:39

11 I confronted the officials and asked, “Why has the house of God been neglected?” Then I called the Levites back and stationed them at their posts. 

 Cross References: Malachi 2:8; Haggai 1:4; Nehemiah 5:7

12 Then all Judah brought the tithe of grain, new wine, and oil into the storehouses. 

 Cross References: Malachi 3:10; 2 Chronicles 31:5; Deuteronomy 12:6

13 I put Shelemiah the priest, Zadok the scribe, and Pedaiah of the Levites in charge of the storehouses, and appointed Hanan son of Zaccur (son of Mattaniah) to assist them, because they were considered trustworthy. It was their duty to distribute supplies to their fellow workers. 

 Cross References: 1 Corinthians 4:2; Nehemiah 7:2; 2 Chronicles 31:12

14 Remember me for this, my God, and do not wipe out the good I have done for the house of my God and its services. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 5:19; Nehemiah 13:22; Hebrews 6:10

Profaning the Sabbath Stopped

15 In those days, I saw people in Judah treading winepresses on the Sabbath, bringing in grain and loading it on donkeys, along with wine, grapes, figs, and all kinds of goods—and bringing them into Jerusalem on the Sabbath. I warned them not to sell food on that day. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:8; Jeremiah 17:21; Amos 8:5

16 People from Tyre living in Jerusalem were bringing in fish and other goods and selling them to the people of Judah on the Sabbath—even in Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 27:3; Jeremiah 17:22; Nehemiah 10:31

17 So I confronted the nobles of Judah and said, “What is this wicked thing you are doing—profaning the Sabbath day? 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 17:27; Ezekiel 20:13; Exodus 31:14

18 Didn’t your ancestors do the same things, and didn’t our God bring all this disaster upon us and this city? Now you are adding more wrath on Israel by profaning the Sabbath!” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 36:21; Ezekiel 20:21; Leviticus 26:43

19 So when it began to get dark before the Sabbath, I ordered the gates of Jerusalem to be shut and not opened until after the Sabbath. I posted some of my men at the gates so that no load could be brought in on the Sabbath day. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 17:24; Nehemiah 7:3; Exodus 16:29

20 Once or twice the merchants and sellers of all kinds of goods spent the night outside Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 13:15; Zephaniah 1:11; Nehemiah 3:31

21 But I warned them and said, “Why are you lodging near the wall? If you do this again, I will lay hands on you.” After that, they no longer came on the Sabbath. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 5:13; Exodus 31:15; Nehemiah 13:25

22 Then I ordered the Levites to purify themselves and guard the gates to keep the Sabbath day holy. 

Remember this also in my favor, my God, and show mercy to me according to your great love. 

 Cross References: Psalm 51:1; Nehemiah 13:14; Numbers 8:6

Foreign Marriages Rebuked

23 During those days I also saw Jews who had married women from Ashdod, Ammon, and Moab. 

 Cross References: Ezra 9:1; Deuteronomy 7:3; Nehemiah 9:2

24 Half of their children spoke the language of Ashdod or of other peoples, and could not speak the language of Judah at all. 

 Cross References: Judges 12:6; Zephaniah 3:9; Genesis 11:7

25 I confronted them and cursed them. I beat some of them and pulled out their hair. I made them swear by God, saying, “You must not give your daughters in marriage to their sons or take their daughters for your sons—or for yourselves!” 

 Cross References: Ezra 9:2; Ezra 10:3; 1 Kings 11:2

26 Didn’t King Solomon of Israel sin because of such women? Among many nations there was no king like him. He was loved by his God, and God made him king over all Israel, but even he was led into sin by foreign women. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 11:1; 1 Kings 11:4; Deuteronomy 17:17

27 Should we then hear about you doing all this terrible evil—acting unfaithfully against our God by marrying foreign women? 

 Cross References: Ezra 10:10; Malachi 2:11; 1 Corinthians 10:8

Defiling the Priesthood and Nehemiah’s Reforms

28 One of the sons of Joiada, son of Eliashib the high priest, was son-in-law to Sanballat the Horonite. So I drove him away from me. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 2:10; Nehemiah 6:1; Nehemiah 12:10

29 Remember them, my God, because they defiled the priesthood and the covenant of the priesthood and the Levites. 

 Cross References: Malachi 2:8; Numbers 25:13; Malachi 2:4

30 So I purified them from everything foreign and assigned duties to the priests and Levites, each to his own task. 

 Cross References: Ezra 6:21; 1 Chronicles 23:6; 2 Chronicles 8:14

31 I also arranged for the supply of wood at the appointed times, and for the firstfruits. Remember me, my God, for good. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 10:34; Exodus 23:19; Nehemiah 5:19

Key Lessons from Nehemiah Chapter 13

1.  God’s Word reveals what must be removed Reading the Law led the people to separate from influences that hindered holiness—showing the purifying power of Scripture. 2.  Compromise in leadership can defile sacred spaces Eliashib’s alliance with Tobiah defiled the temple—reminding us to guard God’s house and His people from corrupt influences. 3.  Neglecting worship responsibilities brings disorder When the Levites weren’t supported, they fled their duties. 

Nehemiah’s reforms restored worship by restoring order and provision. 4.  True holiness honors the Sabbath and God’s commands Business as usual on the Sabbath provoked God’s wrath. Nehemiah took bold action to protect what was holy. 5.  Marriage choices impact faithfulness Unequally yoked marriages diluted the people’s faith and culture. Nehemiah zealously confronted this for the sake of God’s covenant. 6.  Faithfulness requires bold confrontation Nehemiah stood alone, sometimes fiercely, to restore God’s order. His legacy is one of courageous faith and uncompromising obedience. 

• To commemorate the origin of the Feast of Purim, a celebration of God’s deliverance and the reversal of Haman’s evil plan. 

• To highlight God’s providential care over His people, even when He seems hidden. 

• To encourage faithfulness and courage, showing how one person’s obedience can change the course of history. 

• To reveal the dangers of pride and the triumph of humility and faith. 

Structure of Esther

The Book of Esther is masterfully structured around reversal — what begins as a death sentence for the Jews ends in deliverance and celebration. It can be divided into two main parts:



📜 1. Threat to the Jews (Chapters 1–4)

• Queen Vashti’s removal and Esther’s rise (Ch. 1–2)

• Haman’s plot to destroy the Jews (Ch. 3)

• Mordecai’s appeal and Esther’s decision (Ch. 4)



👑 2. Triumph of the Jews (Chapters 5–10)

• Esther’s intervention and Haman’s downfall (Ch. 5–7)

• The king’s decree to defend the Jews (Ch. 8)

• Jewish victory and the institution of Purim (Ch. 9–10)

Each section is tightly woven with irony, hidden identity, and divine timing. 

Major Themes

• Providence and Sovereignty: God is never named but is present in every moment, orchestrating deliverance behind the scenes. 

• Courage and Risk: Esther risked her life for her people, stepping into her role “for such a time as this.” 

• Reversal and Justice: The proud are humbled, the humble are exalted, and plots of destruction are turned into celebrations of life. 

• Identity and Purpose: Esther’s story shows the importance of knowing who you are and why you are placed where you are. 

• Community and Intercession: Mordecai’s leadership and the communal fasting reveal the power of united faith and intercession. 

Introduction to the Book of Esther

“For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place…” 

– Esther 4:14

Title and Meaning

The book is named after its central figure,  Esther, whose name likely comes from the Persian word stara, meaning “star.” Her Hebrew name was  Hadassah, meaning “myrtle tree.” Though the name of God is never mentioned in the book, His providence shines like a hidden star throughout the narrative. The title reflects both the heroine’s rise to royal prominence and her role in the divine preservation of Israel. 

Author and Date

The authorship of Esther is uncertain. Jewish tradition attributes it to Mordecai, Esther’s cousin and guardian, while others suggest Ezra or Nehemiah as possible compilers. The book was likely written during the 5th century BC, sometime after the events it describes (around 483–473 BC), during the reign of King Ahasuerus (Xerxes I) of Persia. Its detailed knowledge of Persian customs and court procedures supports a firsthand or contemporary authorship. 

Purpose of Esther

Esther was written to recount one of the most remarkable deliverances in Jewish history—when the Jewish people faced extermination in Persia and were rescued through the courage of Esther and the wisdom of Mordecai. The book has several key purposes:

•  To commemorate the origin of the Feast of Purim, a celebration of God’s deliverance and the reversal of Haman’s evil plan. 

•  To highlight God’s providential care over His people, even when He seems hidden. 

•  To encourage faithfulness and courage, showing how one person’s obedience can change the course of history. 

To reveal the dangers of pride and the triumph of humility and faith. 

Structure of Esther

The Book of Esther is masterfully structured around reversal — what begins as a death sentence for the Jews ends in deliverance and celebration. It can be divided into two main parts: 1. Threat to the Jews (Chapters 1–4)

•  Queen Vashti’s removal and Esther’s rise (Ch. 1–2)

•  Haman’s plot to destroy the Jews (Ch. 3)

•  Mordecai’s appeal and Esther’s decision (Ch. 4)

2. Triumph of the Jews (Chapters 5–10)

•  Esther’s intervention and Haman’s downfall (Ch. 5–7)

•  The king’s decree to defend the Jews (Ch. 8)

•  Jewish victory and the institution of Purim (Ch. 9–10) Each section is tightly woven with irony, hidden identity, and divine timing. 

Major Themes

•  Providence and Sovereignty: God is never named but is present in every moment, orchestrating deliverance behind the scenes. 

•  Courage and Risk: Esther risked her life for her people, stepping into her role “for such a time as this.” 

•  Reversal and Justice: The proud are humbled, the humble are exalted, and plots of destruction are turned into celebrations of life. 

•  Identity and Purpose: Esther’s story shows the importance of knowing who you are and why you are placed where you are. 

•  Community and Intercession: Mordecai’s leadership and the communal fasting reveal the power of united faith and intercession. 

Why Esther Matters Today

Esther is a book for times when God seems absent. It speaks to believers navigating secular environments, uncertain futures, and invisible threats. It reminds us that:

•  God is always working, even when unseen. 

•  One person’s obedience can change a nation’s destiny. 

•  Evil will not have the final word. 

•  God places people in strategic positions for divine purposes. Esther inspires us to trust God’s providence, to act with courage, and to embrace our calling, even when the risks are great. 

Key Verse

“For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place… And who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?” –

 Esther 4:14 This verse captures the heart of the book: God’s purposes will prevail, and He often calls us to be part of them in ways we never imagined. 

Esther Chapter 1 – Crawford Standard Bible

The Banquets of King Ahasuerus and the Fall of Queen Vashti A King Over a Vast Empire

1 This happened during the reign of King Ahasuerus (also known as Xerxes), who ruled over 127

provinces stretching from India to Ethiopia. 

 Cross References: Daniel 6:1; Ezra 4:6; Esther 8:9

2 At that time, King Ahasuerus was seated on his royal throne in the fortress of Susa. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 1:1; Daniel 8:2; Esther 9:6

3 In the third year of his reign, he held a grand feast for all his officials and servants. The army of Persia and Media, the nobles, and the provincial officials were present before him. 

 Cross References: Daniel 5:1; Genesis 40:20; Esther 2:18

4 For 180 days, he displayed the vast wealth of his kingdom and the majestic splendor of his greatness. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:23; Ecclesiastes 2:9; Proverbs 27:24

A Feast for All the People

5 When those days were over, the king held a seven-day feast in the courtyard of the palace garden for everyone in the fortress of Susa—from the highest officials to the common people. 

 Cross References: Ecclesiastes 2:5; Esther 7:7; Amos 6:6

6 The courtyard was beautifully decorated with white, green, and blue linen hangings, fastened with fine linen cords and purple ropes to silver rings on marble pillars. Gold and silver couches were placed on a mosaic pavement of red, white, yellow, and black marble. 

 Cross References: Exodus 26:1; Exodus 27:10; 1 Chronicles 29:2

7 Drinks were served in gold goblets—each one unique—and the royal wine flowed freely, befitting the king’s generosity. 

 Cross References: Daniel 5:2; 1 Kings 10:21; Ecclesiastes 2:3

8 Drinking was allowed by royal decree, but no one was forced. The king had instructed every official of his household to let each guest do as he pleased. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 23:20; 1 Peter 4:3; Ephesians 5:18

Queen Vashti’s Separate Feast

9 Queen Vashti also gave a feast for the women in King Ahasuerus’ royal palace. 

 Cross References: 1 Timothy 5:14; Titus 2:5; Proverbs 31:15

10 On the seventh day, when the king was feeling good from the wine, he ordered Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas—the seven eunuchs who served him—

 Cross References: Genesis 9:21; Proverbs 20:1; Daniel 1:3

11 to bring Queen Vashti before him, wearing her royal crown, so he could show off her beauty to the people and the officials. She was very beautiful. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 11:2; Genesis 12:14; Proverbs 31:30

12 But Queen Vashti refused to come at the king’s command, delivered by the eunuchs. The king was furious, and his anger burned within him. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 16:14; Daniel 3:13; Ecclesiastes 8:3

Royal Counsel and a National Decree

13 The king turned to his advisers, who understood the times (for it was customary for the king to consult with those who were experts in law and justice). 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 12:32; Daniel 2:12; Genesis 41:8

14 These were his closest advisers: Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan—the seven nobles of Persia and Media who had access to the king and held the highest positions in the empire. 

 Cross References: Ezra 7:14; Daniel 6:2; 2 Kings 25:19

15 The king asked them, “What should we do about Queen Vashti? She has disobeyed my command, delivered by the eunuchs.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 17:9; Ezra 7:25; Daniel 6:8

16 Then Memucan spoke up before the king and the officials: “Queen Vashti has wronged not only the king but also all the nobles and all the people in every province of your empire. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 11:14; 1 Kings 12:8; Genesis 3:12

17 When other women hear what she did—that she refused to come when summoned by the king—

they’ll start to treat their husbands with contempt. 

 Cross References: Ephesians 5:33; Titus 2:5; 1 Peter 3:1

18 The noblewomen of Persia and Media will hear about the queen’s behavior and speak the same way to their husbands. This will lead to widespread disrespect and anger throughout the kingdom. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 21:9; Proverbs 19:13; Proverbs 21:19

The Royal Response

19 “If it pleases the king,” Memucan continued, “issue a royal decree, and let it be written into the laws of Persia and Media, which cannot be revoked: Queen Vashti is never again to appear before King Ahasuerus. Let the king give her royal position to someone more worthy than she. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 15:28; Daniel 6:8; Esther 2:17

20 When this decree is proclaimed throughout your vast empire, every wife—no matter her social status—will honor her husband.” 

 Cross References: Ephesians 5:22; Colossians 3:18; 1 Peter 3:6

21 The king and the officials liked this advice, so the king did what Memucan proposed. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 21:1; Proverbs 16:9; Proverbs 19:21

22 He sent letters to every province in the empire, each in its own script and language, declaring that every man should be the ruler of his own household and speak in the language of his own people. 

 Cross References: Genesis 3:16; Ephesians 5:23; 1 Corinthians 11:3

Key Lessons from Esther Chapter 1

•  1.  Pride Can Cloud Judgment – King Ahasuerus’ lavish display of wealth and demand for Queen Vashti reflect a ruler driven by ego more than wisdom. 

•  2.  God Is Working Behind the Scenes – Though God's name isn’t mentioned, His hand is preparing the stage. Vashti’s removal makes way for Esther. 

•  3.  Respect Within the Home Is Valued – The decree highlights the cultural concern for family order, though it also reveals flaws in how leadership responds to conflict. 

•  4.  One Act Can Have Wide Influence – Vashti’s defiance stirred fears of nationwide rebellion among women, showing how leadership choices carry ripples beyond the throne. 

Esther Chapter 2 – Crawford Standard Bible

Esther Becomes Queen and Mordecai Uncovers a Plot

The Search for a New Queen

1 Some time later, after King Ahasuerus’ anger had cooled down, he remembered what Queen Vashti had done and the decree that had been issued against her. 

 Cross References: Psalm 103:9; Micah 7:18; Genesis 8:1

2 Then the king’s personal attendants suggested, “Let beautiful young virgins be sought for the king. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 1:3; Genesis 24:16; 1 Samuel 16:12

3 Let the king appoint officers in every province of the empire to gather these young women into the royal harem at the fortress of Susa. They will be placed under the care of Hegai, the king’s eunuch who oversees the women, and they should be given beauty treatments. 

 Cross References: Daniel 1:3; Daniel 1:11; Genesis 41:34

4 Then let the young woman who pleases the king be made queen in place of Vashti.” This idea pleased the king, and he followed their advice. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 16:1; Proverbs 21:1; 1 Samuel 15:28

Esther Is Chosen

5 Now in the fortress of Susa lived a Jewish man named Mordecai, son of Jair, son of Shimei, son of Kish, a Benjaminite. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 9:1; Philippians 3:5; 1 Chronicles 8:1

6 He had been taken from Jerusalem into exile by King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon when King Jeconiah of Judah was taken into captivity. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 24:15; 2 Chronicles 36:10; Jeremiah 24:1

7 Mordecai had a cousin named Hadassah, also called Esther, who had neither father nor mother. She was very beautiful and lovely in form. When her parents died, Mordecai adopted her and raised her as his own daughter. 

 Cross References: Psalm 27:10; James 1:27; Deuteronomy 10:18

8 When the king’s command was proclaimed and many young women were brought to the fortress of Susa under Hegai’s care, Esther was among them. 

 Cross References: Daniel 1:9; Genesis 39:4; Genesis 41:37

9 Esther pleased Hegai and gained his favor. He quickly provided her with beauty treatments and special food. He assigned her seven attendants selected from the palace and moved her and her maids to the best quarters in the harem. 

 Cross References: Genesis 39:21; Proverbs 3:4; Nehemiah 1:11

10 Esther did not reveal her nationality or family background, because Mordecai had instructed her not to. 

 Cross References: Genesis 45:1; Matthew 10:16; Proverbs 11:13

11 Every day, Mordecai walked near the courtyard of the women’s quarters to find out how Esther was doing and what was happening to her. 

 Cross References: Genesis 37:14; Philippians 2:20; 1 Samuel 17:18

The King’s Process for Choosing a Queen

12 Before a young woman could go to the king, she had to complete twelve months of beauty treatments—six months with oil of myrrh, and six months with perfumes and other cosmetics. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 12:4; Ruth 3:3; Ezekiel 16:9

13 When it was her turn to go to the king, she was allowed to take anything she wanted from the harem. 

 Cross References: Genesis 24:58; 1 Kings 1:2; Song of Solomon 1:4

14 She would go in the evening and return the next morning to a different part of the harem under the care of Shaashgaz, the king’s eunuch in charge of the concubines. She would not go to the king again unless he was especially pleased with her and called for her by name. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 21:14; Genesis 29:20; Song of Solomon 2:16

Esther Becomes Queen

15 When it was Esther’s turn—the daughter of Abihail, Mordecai’s uncle—she asked for nothing except what Hegai, the king’s eunuch, recommended. Esther won the favor of everyone who saw her. 

 Cross References: Genesis 6:8; 1 Peter 3:4; Proverbs 22:1

16 She was taken to King Ahasuerus in the royal palace in the tenth month (the month of Tebeth), in the seventh year of his reign. 

 Cross References: Ezra 7:9; Nehemiah 2:1; Zechariah 1:7

17 The king loved Esther more than any of the other women. She won his favor and affection more than all the virgins. So he placed the royal crown on her head and made her queen in place of Vashti. 

 Cross References: Psalm 45:11; 1 Samuel 16:13; Proverbs 31:29

18 Then the king held a great feast in Esther’s honor for all his officials and servants. He also declared a public holiday for the provinces and gave out lavish gifts, as was fitting for a king. 

 Cross References: Genesis 21:8; Luke 15:23; Esther 9:22

Mordecai Discovers a Plot

19 When the virgins were gathered together a second time, Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate. 

 Cross References: Genesis 19:1; Ruth 4:1; Esther 5:9

20 Esther still had not revealed her family background or her nationality, just as Mordecai had instructed her. She continued to follow his directions, just as she had when he was raising her. 

 Cross References: Ephesians 6:1; Proverbs 1:8; Proverbs 6:20

21 During this time, while Mordecai was at the king’s gate, two of the king’s eunuchs—Bigthan and Teresh—who guarded the doorway, became angry and plotted to assassinate King Ahasuerus. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 15:12; Psalm 41:9; 2 Kings 12:20

22 But Mordecai found out about the plot and told Queen Esther, who then told the king, crediting Mordecai as the source. 

 Cross References: Ecclesiastes 10:20; Amos 3:7; Proverbs 11:13

23 After the investigation confirmed the plot, the two men were hanged on a gallows. All of this was recorded in the Book of the Chronicles in the presence of the king. 

 Cross References: Esther 6:1; Ezra 4:15; Deuteronomy 19:19

Key Lessons from Esther Chapter 2

•  1.  God Positions People for His Purposes – Esther, an orphan and exile, is divinely positioned to become queen—setting the stage for future deliverance. 

•  2.  Obedience and Humility Bring Favor – Esther’s willingness to follow Mordecai’s counsel and Hegai’s instruction resulted in great favor and blessing. 

•  3.  God Uses the Faithful in Small Things – Mordecai’s faithfulness at the king’s gate leads to the discovery of a plot and is the beginning of a chain of events used by God for Israel’s protection. 

•  4.  Timing Is in God’s Hands – The stage is being set behind the scenes, even when it seems like nothing extraordinary is happening. 

Esther Chapter 3 – Crawford Standard Bible

Haman’s Plot Against the Jews

Haman Is Promoted

1 After these events, King Ahasuerus promoted Haman son of Hammedatha the Agagite, and elevated him, giving him a seat of honor higher than all the other officials. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 15:8; Exodus 17:14; Proverbs 29:2

2 All the king’s servants at the king’s gate bowed down and honored Haman, as the king had commanded. But Mordecai refused to bow down or show him honor. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:5; Daniel 3:18; Exodus 17:16

3 Then the king’s servants at the gate asked Mordecai, “Why do you disobey the king’s command?” 

 Cross References: Daniel 3:14; Acts 5:29; Daniel 6:13

4 Day after day they spoke to him, but he refused to comply. So they reported it to Haman to see if Mordecai’s explanation would stand, because he had told them he was a Jew. 

 Cross References: Daniel 3:12; Daniel 6:5; Genesis 39:14

5 When Haman saw that Mordecai neither bowed nor paid him homage, he was furious. 

 Cross References: Daniel 3:19; Proverbs 27:4; Genesis 4:5

6 But he thought it was too small a thing to punish only Mordecai. Since he had learned Mordecai’s people were Jews, Haman looked for a way to destroy all the Jews throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus—the people of Mordecai. 

 Cross References: Psalm 83:4; Exodus 1:16; Exodus 1:22

Haman’s Wicked Plan

7 In the first month, the month of Nisan, in the twelfth year of King Ahasuerus, Haman had the “Pur” 

(that is, the lot) cast to determine the best day and month for the attack. The lot fell on the twelfth month, the month of Adar. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 16:33; Jonah 1:7; Leviticus 16:8

8 Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, “There is a certain people scattered and dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom. Their laws are different from those of every other people, and they do not observe the king’s laws. It is not in the king’s best interest to tolerate them. 

 Cross References: Ezra 4:13; Acts 16:21; Deuteronomy 4:8

9 If it pleases the king, let a decree be issued to destroy them, and I will contribute ten thousand talents of silver into the royal treasury for the men who carry out the business.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:15; Exodus 21:32; Ezekiel 22:12

10 So the king removed his signet ring from his hand and gave it to Haman the Agagite, the enemy of the Jews. 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:42; Esther 8:2; Luke 15:22

11 The king said to Haman, “The money and the people are given to you—do with them as you see fit.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 27:24; Mark 15:15; Daniel 6:9

The Decree to Annihilate the Jews

12 On the thirteenth day of the first month, the royal scribes were summoned. They wrote out Haman’s orders to the king’s governors, administrators, and officials of each province, in every script and every language of the empire. It was written in the name of King Ahasuerus and sealed with the king’s signet ring. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 21:8; Daniel 6:17; Esther 8:8

13 Dispatches were sent by couriers to all the king’s provinces, instructing them to destroy, kill, and annihilate all Jews—young and old, women and children—on a single day: the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month of Adar. Their property was to be taken as plunder. 

 Cross References: Psalm 37:32; Esther 9:1; Psalm 94:21

14 A copy of the decree was issued and made public in every province, giving instructions for the people to be ready for that day. 

 Cross References: Daniel 6:15; Esther 8:13; Habakkuk 2:2

15 The couriers set out, hurried by the king’s command, and the decree was proclaimed in the citadel of Susa. Then the king and Haman sat down to drink, but the city of Susa was in confusion. 

 Cross References: Amos 6:6; Proverbs 29:2; Esther 4:1

Key Lessons from Esther Chapter 3

•  1.  Pride Can Lead to Destruction – Haman’s ego could not tolerate Mordecai’s faithfulness to God, and that pride escalated into genocidal hatred. 

•  2.  Righteous Conviction May Bring Conflict – Mordecai refused to bow to anyone but God, even when the cost was high. 

•  3.  Evil Often Gains Power Through Deception – Haman’s manipulation of the king shows how easily wicked people can influence those in authority when truth is absent. 

•  4.  God’s People May Face Peril, but Not Without a Plan – Though things looked dark, God was already working through Esther and Mordecai to overturn this evil decree. 

Esther Chapter 4 – Crawford Standard Bible

For Such a Time As This

Mourning Among the Jews

1 When Mordecai learned everything that had happened, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and ashes, and went into the middle of the city, crying out with a loud and bitter wail. 

 Cross References: Genesis 37:34; Job 2:12; Joel 1:13

2 He came as far as the king’s gate, but no one was allowed to enter the gate clothed in sackcloth. 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:14; Matthew 22:12; Zechariah 3:3

3 In every province where the king’s decree and command had reached, there was great mourning among the Jews. They fasted, wept, and wailed, and many lay in sackcloth and ashes. 

 Cross References: Joel 2:12; Nehemiah 9:1; Jonah 3:5

Esther Hears of Mordecai’s Grief

4 When Esther’s servants and eunuchs came and told her what Mordecai was doing, the queen was deeply distressed. She sent clothing for Mordecai so he could take off his sackcloth, but he refused to accept them. 

 Cross References: Job 2:11; Romans 12:15; 2 Corinthians 11:29

5 Then Esther called for Hatach, one of the king’s eunuchs who had been assigned to attend her. She ordered him to find out what was troubling Mordecai and why he was acting this way. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 18:29; 2 Kings 5:8; John 1:38

6 So Hatach went out to Mordecai in the city square in front of the king’s gate. 

 Cross References: Genesis 45:9; Luke 7:3; Acts 10:8

7 Mordecai told him everything that had happened, including the exact amount of money Haman had promised to pay into the royal treasury for the destruction of the Jews. 

 Cross References: Esther 3:9; 1 Timothy 6:10; Proverbs 1:19

8 He also gave him a copy of the decree that had been issued in Susa, ordering the annihilation of the Jews. He asked Hatach to show it to Esther and to urge her to go to the king and plead for her people. 

 Cross References: Esther 3:14; Nehemiah 2:4; Philippians 4:6

9 Hatach returned and reported Mordecai’s message to Esther. 

 Cross References: Genesis 45:27; Luke 7:22; Acts 11:14

Esther’s Hesitation

10 Then Esther sent this reply back to Mordecai through Hatach: Cross References: 1 Samuel 3:18; Luke 1:19; Genesis 32:3

11 “All the king’s officials and the people of the provinces know that any man or woman who approaches the king in the inner court without being summoned is to be put to death—unless the king extends the golden scepter to them. I haven’t been called to go to the king for thirty days.” 

 Cross References: Hebrews 4:16; Esther 5:2; Daniel 6:12

12 When Mordecai received Esther’s words, 

 Cross References: Numbers 13:26; 2 Samuel 17:15; Judges 3:19

13 He sent back this message: “Do not think that because you are in the king’s palace you alone will escape when all the other Jews are killed. 

 Cross References: Amos 9:1; Jeremiah 25:29; Romans 2:3

14 For if you remain silent at this time, deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place—but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows whether you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?” 

 Cross References: Genesis 45:5; Jeremiah 1:5; Galatians 4:4

Esther’s Brave Response

15 Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai:

 Cross References: Luke 1:38; Joshua 1:16; Ruth 1:16

16 “Go and gather all the Jews who are in Susa and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. My attendants and I will do the same. Then, even though it is against the law, I will go to the king. And if I perish, I perish.” 

 Cross References: Job 13:15; Joel 2:15; Daniel 9:3

17 So Mordecai went away and did everything Esther had commanded him. 

 Cross References: Genesis 6:22; Exodus 40:16; Luke 5:5

Key Lessons from Esther Chapter 4

•  1.  God’s People Mourn Together – In times of trouble, the Jewish community united in fasting and prayer, showing the power of collective faith. 

•  2.  Obedience Requires Courage – Esther was afraid, yet she moved from hesitation to action, showing that obedience sometimes means risking everything. 

•  3.  God Has a Purpose in Every Position – Mordecai’s question—“Who knows whether you’ve come to the kingdom for such a time as this?”—reminds us that God places people where He needs them, at just the right time. 

•  4.  Fasting Precedes Bold Faith – Esther didn’t rush into danger; she first sought God’s help through fasting and invited others to join her. 

Esther Chapter 5 – Crawford Standard Bible

The Hidden Hand of Providence

Esther Appears Before the King

1 On the third day, Esther dressed in her royal robes and stood in the inner court of the king’s palace, across from the throne room. The king was sitting on his royal throne, facing the entrance. 

 Cross References: Genesis 22:4; Hosea 6:2; Esther 4:16

2 When the king saw Queen Esther standing in the court, she found favor in his sight. He extended the golden scepter toward her, and Esther approached and touched the tip of the scepter. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 21:1; Psalm 45:9; Hebrews 4:16

3 The king asked her, “What is it, Queen Esther? What is your request? Even if it is up to half the kingdom, it will be granted to you.” 

 Cross References: Mark 6:23; 1 Kings 3:5; Psalm 2:8

4 Esther replied, “If it pleases the king, let the king and Haman come today to a banquet I have prepared for him.” 

 Cross References: Luke 14:16; Genesis 43:16; Proverbs 9:2

5 The king said, “Bring Haman quickly, so we may do as Esther has requested.” So the king and Haman went to the banquet Esther had prepared. 

 Cross References: Luke 14:17; Genesis 43:25; Genesis 18:6

Esther’s Mysterious Delay

6 While they were drinking wine at the banquet, the king asked Esther again, “What is your petition? 

It will be granted. What is your request? Even up to half the kingdom—it will be fulfilled.” 

 Cross References: John 15:7; Psalm 37:4; Matthew 7:7

7 Esther answered, “This is my petition and my request: Cross References: 1 Samuel 1:27; Psalm 20:4; Philippians 4:6

8 If I have found favor with the king, and if it pleases him to grant my request, let the king and Haman come to another banquet I will prepare for them tomorrow. Then I will answer the king’s question.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 18:3; Genesis 33:15; Ruth 2:13

Haman’s Hatred Grows

9 Haman left the banquet that day in high spirits, joyful and proud. But when he saw Mordecai at the king’s gate—still not standing or showing him any respect—Haman was filled with rage. 

 Cross References: Acts 5:33; Proverbs 29:22; Luke 6:11

10 Still, he controlled himself and went home. He called together his friends and his wife Zeresh. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 25:28; Proverbs 16:32; Proverbs 29:11

11 Haman boasted to them about his wealth, his many sons, the honors the king had given him, and how he had been elevated above all the other officials and royal servants. 

 Cross References: Psalm 49:16; Luke 12:19; Daniel 4:30

12 He added, “And that’s not all—Queen Esther invited no one but me to accompany the king to the banquet she prepared. And she invited me again for tomorrow!” 

 Cross References: Proverbs 16:18; Proverbs 27:1; Daniel 4:37

13 “But none of this gives me any satisfaction,” Haman continued, “as long as I see that Jew Mordecai sitting at the king’s gate.” 

 Cross References: Job 20:5; Ecclesiastes 4:4; Proverbs 14:30

The Plot to Kill Mordecai

14 Then Zeresh his wife and all his friends said, “Let a gallows seventy-five feet high be built, and in the morning ask the king to have Mordecai hanged on it. Then you can go to the banquet with the king and enjoy yourself.” This idea pleased Haman, and he ordered the gallows to be built. 

 Cross References: Psalm 7:15; Psalm 9:15; Proverbs 26:27

Key Lessons from Esther Chapter 5

•  1.  God Goes Before Us – Esther approached the throne after three days of fasting, and God gave her favor. When we prepare in prayer, God often moves hearts before we speak. 

•  2.  Wisdom Waits – Esther delayed her full request, showing patience, strategy, and spiritual sensitivity. Not every battle is won in haste. 

•  3.  Pride Blinds – Haman’s pride and obsession with honor led him to hatred. He had wealth, power, and status—yet one man’s defiance consumed him. 

•  4.  Evil Has a Plan—But So Does God – Even as Haman builds a gallows for Mordecai, God is orchestrating deliverance behind the scenes. Divine reversals are on the way. 

Esther Chapter 6 – Crawford Standard Bible

The Sleepless King and the Sovereign Hand

The King’s Sleepless Night

1 That night, the king couldn’t sleep. So he ordered the book of the records—the chronicles of his reign —to be brought and read to him. 

 Cross References: Psalm 121:4; Daniel 6:18; Ecclesiastes 5:12

2 As they read, they found the account of how Mordecai had exposed Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s guards who had conspired to assassinate King Ahasuerus. 

 Cross References: Esther 2:21; Esther 2:22; Esther 2:23

3 The king asked, “What honor or reward has been given to Mordecai for this?” The king’s attendants replied, “Nothing has been done for him.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 40:23; Malachi 3:16; Nehemiah 13:14

Haman’s Prideful Assumption

4 The king said, “Who is in the courtyard?” Now Haman had just entered the outer court of the palace to ask the king to hang Mordecai on the gallows he had prepared. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 16:9; Proverbs 19:21; Psalm 37:12

5 The attendants answered, “Haman is standing in the courtyard.” “Bring him in,” said the king. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 21:1; Psalm 33:10; Job 5:12

6 So Haman came in. And the king asked him, “What should be done for the man the king delights to honor?” Haman thought to himself, “Whom would the king want to honor more than me?” 

 Cross References: Proverbs 16:18; Proverbs 18:12; Obadiah 1:3

7 So he replied, “For the man the king delights to honor, Cross References: Genesis 41:42; 1 Kings 1:33; Daniel 5:29

8 Let the royal robe the king has worn be brought, and the horse the king himself has ridden, with the royal crown placed on its head. 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:43; 2 Kings 9:13; Zechariah 3:4

9 Then let one of the king’s most noble princes dress the man in these garments and lead him on horseback through the city square, proclaiming before him, ‘This is what is done for the man the king delights to honor!’” 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:43; Zechariah 3:5; 1 Kings 1:38

The Great Reversal

10 “Excellent!” said the king to Haman. “Hurry and do just as you have said for Mordecai the Jew, who sits at the king’s gate. Do not leave out a single detail of all you’ve suggested.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 7:15; Proverbs 26:27; Psalm 9:15

11 So Haman took the robe and the horse, dressed Mordecai, and led him on horseback through the city square, proclaiming, “This is what is done for the man the king delights to honor!” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 60:14; Proverbs 14:19; Psalm 37:34

12 Afterward, Mordecai returned to his place at the king’s gate. But Haman hurried home, grief-stricken and with his head covered in shame. 

 Cross References: Esther 4:1; 2 Samuel 15:30; Jeremiah 14:3

Prophetic Warning

13 Haman told Zeresh his wife and all his friends everything that had happened. His wise men and Zeresh said, “If Mordecai, before whom you have begun to fall, is of Jewish descent, you will not stand against him—you will surely fall before him.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 17:16; Numbers 24:9; Genesis 12:3

14 While they were still speaking, the king’s eunuchs arrived and quickly brought Haman to the banquet Esther had prepared. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 27:1; Ecclesiastes 9:12; Luke 12:20

Key Lessons from Esther Chapter 6

•  1.  God Works in the Night – While the king lay restless, God was at work. Divine interruptions often precede divine interventions. 

•  2.  Delayed Honor Is Not Forgotten – Mordecai’s faithfulness had gone unnoticed for years, but God remembered. Righteousness is never wasted. 

•  3.  Pride Comes Before the Fall – Haman’s assumption of his own greatness led to humiliation. Pride blinds, but truth humbles. 

•  4.  Reversal of Destiny – The man meant for the gallows was honored, and the man who plotted evil was exposed. God reverses injustice in His perfect timing. 

•  5.  Warnings Can Come Through Anyone – Even Haman’s friends and wife saw his downfall coming. Sometimes enemies recognize God’s hand before we do. 

Esther Chapter 7 – Crawford Standard Bible

The Queen’s Courage and the Villain’s Fall

Esther Makes Her Plea

1 So the king and Haman went to dine with Queen Esther. 

 Cross References: Esther 5:4; Esther 5:8; Proverbs 15:17

2 On the second day of the banquet of wine, the king again asked Esther, “What is your request, Queen Esther? It will be granted to you. What is your petition? Even up to half of the kingdom—it will be done.” 

 Cross References: Esther 5:3; Esther 5:6; Mark 6:23

3 Then Queen Esther replied, “If I have found favor in your eyes, O king, and if it pleases the king, grant me my life—this is my request. And spare my people—this is my petition. 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:32; Nehemiah 1:11; Romans 9:3

4 For my people and I have been sold to be destroyed, killed, and annihilated. If we had merely been sold as slaves, I would have remained silent, because such a distress would not justify disturbing the king.” 

 Cross References: Esther 3:13; Esther 4:7; Psalm 44:12

The Villain Revealed

5 King Ahasuerus asked Queen Esther, “Who is he? Where is this man who dared to do such a thing?” 

 Cross References: Genesis 3:13; 2 Samuel 12:7; Proverbs 20:2

6 Esther answered, “The adversary and enemy is this wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the king and queen. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 12:7; Esther 3:10; Revelation 12:10

Judgment Against Haman

7 The king, enraged, got up from the banquet and went into the palace garden. But Haman stayed behind to beg Queen Esther for his life, for he saw that the king had already decided his doom. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 16:14; Genesis 44:16; Job 27:22

8 Just as the king returned from the palace garden to the banquet hall, Haman had fallen on the couch where Esther was reclining. The king exclaimed, “Will he even assault the queen while I am in the house?” As soon as the king spoke, they covered Haman’s face. 

 Cross References: Job 9:24; Jeremiah 13:26; Psalm 35:26

9 Then Harbonah, one of the king’s attendants, said, “There’s a gallows seventy-five feet tall standing at Haman’s house—the one he prepared for Mordecai, who spoke up to help the king.” The king said, “Hang him on it!” 

 Cross References: Psalm 7:15; Proverbs 26:27; Psalm 9:15

10 So they hanged Haman on the gallows he had prepared for Mordecai. And the king’s anger subsided. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 11:8; Psalm 37:35; Proverbs 21:30

Key Lessons from Esther Chapter 7

•  1.  God Honors Bold Faith – Esther risked her life to speak up for her people. God uses courageous obedience to turn the tide of evil. 

•  2.  God Exposes the Wicked – Haman’s hidden schemes were brought into the light. Sin may be concealed for a season, but justice will prevail. 

•  3.  Divine Reversals Are Real – Haman built the gallows for Mordecai, but he was hanged on them instead. The trap he set ensnared himself (see Psalm 7:15–16). 

•  4.  The Power of Advocacy – Esther stood in the gap. Sometimes one voice, spoken at the right time, can rescue many. 

•  5.  God Orchestrates Every Detail – From banquets to sleepless nights, every thread was woven by the sovereign hand of God to protect His people. 

Esther Chapter 8 – Crawford Standard Bible

The Enemy’s House, the King’s Ring, and a Nation’s Deliverance Esther and Mordecai Rewarded

1 That same day, King Ahasuerus gave Queen Esther the estate of Haman, the enemy of the Jews. 

And Mordecai was brought before the king, for Esther had told the king how Mordecai was related to her. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 13:22; Job 27:17; Psalm 37:16

2 The king took off the signet ring he had taken from Haman and gave it to Mordecai. Esther appointed Mordecai over Haman’s estate. 

 Cross References: Esther 3:10; Genesis 41:42; Daniel 6:3

Esther’s Intercession for Her People

3 Once again, Esther went before the king. Falling at his feet, she wept and pleaded with him to cancel the evil plot that Haman the Agagite had devised against the Jews. 

 Cross References: Esther 4:16; Ezra 9:5; Luke 7:38

4 The king held out the golden scepter to Esther, and she rose and stood before him. 

 Cross References: Esther 4:11; Esther 5:2; Hebrews 4:16

5 She said, “If it pleases the king, and if I have found favor in your eyes, and if what I say seems right to you, let an order be written to revoke the letters Haman son of Hammedatha the Agagite wrote—

letters that commanded the destruction of the Jews in all the king’s provinces. 

 Cross References: Daniel 6:8; Esther 1:19; Esther 3:13

6 For how could I bear to see the disaster that will come upon my people? How could I watch the destruction of my relatives?” 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 2:3; Lamentations 3:48; Romans 9:3

A New Decree Issued

7 Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther and Mordecai the Jew, “I have already given Esther Haman’s estate, and he has been hanged for attacking the Jews. 

 Cross References: Esther 8:1; Esther 7:10; Psalm 52:5

8 Now, you may write another decree concerning the Jews as you see fit, in the king’s name and sealed with the king’s ring—for anything written in the king’s name and sealed with his ring cannot be revoked.” 

 Cross References: Daniel 6:8; Daniel 6:12; Esther 1:19

9 So the king’s secretaries were summoned on the twenty-third day of the third month (the month of Sivan). They wrote out Mordecai’s orders to the Jews, to the satraps, governors, and officials of the 127 provinces stretching from India to Ethiopia. It was written in every script and language of the peoples, including the Jews in their own language and script. 

 Cross References: Esther 3:12; Ezra 1:1; Daniel 6:25

10 Mordecai wrote in King Ahasuerus’s name, sealed the dispatches with the king’s signet ring, and sent them by couriers on horseback—riding fast horses, mules, camels, and young dromedaries. 

 Cross References: Esther 3:13; 2 Chronicles 30:6; Job 9:25

11 The new decree gave the Jews in every city the right to assemble and protect themselves—to destroy, kill, and annihilate any armed group of people or province that attacked them, including women and children—and to take their enemies’ goods as plunder. 

 Cross References: Exodus 17:9; Genesis 14:14; Nehemiah 4:14

12 This was to happen on a single day throughout all the provinces of King Ahasuerus—on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month of Adar. 

 Cross References: Esther 3:13; Esther 3:7; Ecclesiastes 3:3

13 A copy of the decree was issued as a law in every province and made known to all the peoples, so the Jews would be ready to take vengeance on their enemies. 

 Cross References: Esther 3:14; Deuteronomy 25:19; Deuteronomy 32:35

14 The couriers, riding the swift royal horses, hurried out, pressed by the king’s command. The new decree was also proclaimed in the fortress of Susa. 

 Cross References: Esther 3:15; 2 Chronicles 30:6; Jeremiah 51:31

Joy, Honor, and Fear Throughout the Empire

15 Mordecai left the king’s presence wearing royal garments of blue and white, a large gold crown, and a robe of fine linen and purple. And the city of Susa celebrated with joy. 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:42; Daniel 5:29; Luke 15:22

16 The Jews were filled with light, happiness, joy, and honor. 

 Cross References: Psalm 97:11; Isaiah 60:1; Psalm 30:11

17 In every province and every city where the king’s edict reached, there was joy and gladness among the Jews—a time of feasting and celebration. And many of the people of the land became Jews, because fear of the Jews had come upon them. 

 Cross References: Ruth 1:16; Isaiah 56:6; Zechariah 8:19

Key Lessons from Esther Chapter 8

•  1.  God Raises the Humble – Mordecai, once in sackcloth, is now robed in royalty. God elevates those who walk in righteousness (James 4:10). 

•  2.  God Answers Persistent Prayer – Esther didn’t stop after Haman’s death; she kept pressing for the salvation of her people. Her perseverance opened the way for national deliverance. 

•  3.  God Writes a New Story – The old decree could not be revoked, but God made a way by issuing a new one. He can override man’s death sentence with life and favor. 

•  4.  Faith Brings Celebration – Sorrow was turned into gladness, fear into honor. When God's people are delivered, celebration follows. 

•  5.  God’s Favor Is Contagious – As God’s hand was evident, even non-Jews began to align with His people. God’s favor on your life can influence others toward truth. 

Esther Chapter 9 – Crawford Standard Bible

Victory, Vengeance, and the Birth of Purim

The Jews Defend Themselves

1 In the twelfth month, the month of Adar, on the thirteenth day—the day when the king’s command and decree were to be carried out—the enemies of the Jews had hoped to overpower them. But the tables were turned, and the Jews overpowered those who hated them. 

 Cross References: Esther 3:7; Esther 3:13; Psalm 30:11

2 The Jews assembled in their cities throughout all the provinces of King Ahasuerus to attack those who sought their destruction. No one could stand against them, because fear of them had fallen on all the people. 

 Cross References: Exodus 15:16; Deuteronomy 2:25; Joshua 2:9

3 All the provincial officials—the satraps, governors, and royal administrators—helped the Jews, because they were afraid of Mordecai. 

 Cross References: Genesis 35:5; Exodus 23:27; Esther 9:4

4 Mordecai had become powerful in the king’s palace. His reputation spread throughout the provinces, and he became more and more influential. 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:40; 2 Samuel 5:10; Daniel 6:3

5 The Jews struck down all their enemies with the sword, killing and destroying them. They did whatever they pleased to those who hated them. 

 Cross References: Exodus 17:13; 1 Samuel 15:3; Esther 9:1

6 In the citadel of Susa, the Jews killed and destroyed five hundred men. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 15:8; Exodus 32:28; Esther 9:5

7–10 They also killed the ten sons of Haman son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews—

Parshandatha, Dalphon, Aspatha, Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha, Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai, and Vajezatha. But they did not lay hands on the plunder. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 15:33; Exodus 17:14; Deuteronomy 25:19

The Decree Extended by Esther’s Request

11 That day, the number of people killed in the citadel of Susa was reported to the king. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 18:31; 1 Samuel 4:17; Esther 9:6

12 The king said to Queen Esther, “The Jews have killed five hundred men and Haman’s ten sons in Susa. What must they have done in the rest of my provinces! Now what is your petition? It will be granted to you. What is your further request? It will be done.” 

 Cross References: Esther 5:3; Esther 7:2; 1 Kings 3:5

13 Esther replied, “If it pleases the king, let the Jews in Susa be allowed to do again tomorrow as they have done today. And let Haman’s ten sons be hanged on the gallows.” 

 Cross References: Esther 7:9; Numbers 25:4; Deuteronomy 21:22

14 The king agreed, and the edict was issued in Susa. Haman’s ten sons were hanged. 

 Cross References: Esther 9:13; 2 Samuel 21:9; Joshua 8:29

15 On the fourteenth day of Adar, the Jews in Susa assembled again and killed three hundred men. 

But again, they took no plunder. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 15:9; 1 Samuel 15:19; Genesis 14:23

16 Meanwhile, the rest of the Jews in the king’s provinces also assembled to protect themselves and gain relief from their enemies. They killed seventy-five thousand of their enemies, but they did not seize their possessions. 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:44; 1 Chronicles 22:9; 1 Samuel 15:9

17 This happened on the thirteenth day of Adar, and on the fourteenth day they rested and made it a day of feasting and joy. 

 Cross References: Joshua 11:23; Deuteronomy 25:19; Exodus 17:13

18 But the Jews in Susa had assembled on the thirteenth and fourteenth days. So on the fifteenth day, they rested and made it a day of feasting and joy. 

 Cross References: Esther 9:17; Leviticus 23:5; Leviticus 23:6

The Origin of Purim

19 That is why rural Jews—those living in villages—observe the fourteenth day of Adar as a day of joy and feasting, a festive day of giving food to one another. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 8:10; Deuteronomy 16:11; Esther 9:22

20 Mordecai recorded these events and sent letters to all the Jews throughout the provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and far, 

 Cross References: Esther 9:29; Exodus 17:14; Jeremiah 30:2

21 urging them to celebrate annually the fourteenth and fifteenth days of the month of Adar Cross References: Exodus 12:14; Leviticus 23:41; Exodus 12:24

22 as the days when the Jews got relief from their enemies, and as the month when their sorrow was turned into joy, and their mourning into celebration. These were to be days of feasting and joy, giving food to one another, and gifts to the poor. 

 Cross References: Psalm 30:11; Isaiah 61:3; Nehemiah 8:10

23 So the Jews agreed to continue the celebration, as Mordecai had written to them. 

 Cross References: Esther 9:27; Nehemiah 10:29; Joshua 24:25

24 For Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, the enemy of all the Jews, had plotted to destroy them and had cast the lot (called  Pur) to crush and annihilate them. 

 Cross References: Esther 3:1; Esther 3:7; Psalm 83:4

25 But when the matter came before the king, he issued orders in writing that the evil plan Haman had devised against the Jews should come back upon his own head—and that he and his sons should be hanged on the gallows. 

 Cross References: Psalm 7:16; Psalm 9:15; Proverbs 26:27

26 Therefore these days were called  Purim, from the word  Pur. Because of all that was written in this letter, and what they had seen and experienced, 

 Cross References: Esther 3:7; Exodus 17:15; Joshua 5:9

27 the Jews established and made it a custom for themselves, their descendants, and all who joined them, to observe these two days every year in the appointed way and at the appointed time. 

 Cross References: Esther 9:23; Exodus 12:24; Joshua 4:7

28 These days should be remembered and observed in every generation, by every family, in every province and city. And these days of Purim should never fail among the Jews, nor fade from their memory or their descendants. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:14; Exodus 13:9; Psalm 102:18

The Decree Confirmed by Esther

29 Then Queen Esther, daughter of Abihail, along with Mordecai the Jew, wrote a second letter with full authority to confirm the celebration of Purim. 

 Cross References: Esther 9:20; Esther 9:31; 2 Chronicles 30:1

30 Letters were sent to all the Jews in the 127 provinces of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, with words of peace and truth, 

 Cross References: Esther 1:1; Zechariah 8:19; Jeremiah 29:11

31 confirming the observance of Purim at the appointed times, as Mordecai and Queen Esther had established for them—and as they had also established for themselves and their descendants regarding their times of fasting and mourning. 

 Cross References: Esther 4:16; Esther 4:3; Joel 2:15

32 Esther’s decree confirmed these regulations about Purim, and it was written down in the records. 

 Cross References: Esther 2:23; Deuteronomy 31:24; Jeremiah 30:2

Key Lessons from Esther Chapter 9

•  1.  God Turns the Tables – What was meant for the Jews’ destruction became a day of victory. 

God can turn any situation around (Genesis 50:20). 

•  2.  Bold Faith Leads to Deliverance – Esther’s courage continued to influence the survival and triumph of her people. 

•  3.  Honor Without Greed – Though the Jews defeated their enemies, they took no plunder. 

Their motive was justice, not gain. 

•  4.  Remembering God’s Deliverance – The festival of Purim was born out of a deep desire to never forget what God had done for His people. 

•  5.  Legacy of Courage and Celebration – Purim was not just a one-time event, but a command to celebrate and pass the story to future generations. 

Esther Chapter 10 – Crawford Standard Bible

The Legacy of Mordecai

Mordecai’s Rise to Power

1 King Ahasuerus imposed a tax on the land and on the islands of the sea. 

 Cross References: Esther 1:1; 1 Kings 4:21; Psalm 72:10

2 All the powerful acts of his rule, along with a full account of Mordecai’s greatness—how the king promoted him—are recorded in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Media and Persia. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 11:41; 2 Kings 10:34; Nehemiah 12:23

3 Mordecai the Jew became second in command to King Ahasuerus. He was highly respected among the Jews and admired by the multitudes of his people. He worked for the good of his people and spoke peace and well-being to all his descendants. 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:40; Daniel 6:3; Jeremiah 29:7

Key Lessons from Esther Chapter 10

•  1.  God Honors the Humble – Mordecai, once an unknown gatekeeper, rose to become second in the kingdom because of his integrity and faithfulness. 

•  2.  Leadership for the People – Mordecai’s power was not self-serving. He used his influence to bring prosperity and peace to the Jewish people. 

•  3.  God Writes the Final Chapter – The Book of Esther ends not with tragedy, but with triumph —God exalting a faithful servant and securing the future of His people. 

•  4.  A Legacy Worth Remembering – Mordecai’s life reminds us that the most enduring legacies are those rooted in righteousness and concern for others. 

•  5.  Peace is the Fruit of Justice – Mordecai’s leadership was marked by peace, not vengeance—a picture of godly leadership that blesses future generations. 

Purpose of Job

The Book of Job addresses one of the most profound questions of human existence: Why do the righteous suffer? 

It teaches us:

• That suffering is not always the result of sin. 

• That God’s purposes may be hidden, yet are always wise and just. 

• That true faith endures in the face of silence and loss. 

• That divine sovereignty surpasses human understanding. 

• That God welcomes honest questions but calls us to trust Him. 

Job challenges simplistic answers and invites readers to wrestle with the mystery of God’s will, the reality of pain, and the hope of restoration. 

Structure of Job

The Book of Job is structured like a dramatic poetic dialogue, framed by a short narrative prologue and epilogue:



📜 1. Prologue (Chapters 1–2)

• Job’s character and prosperity

• Satan’s accusation and Job’s testing

• Job’s physical suffering and personal loss



💬 2. Dialogues and Discourses (Chapters 3–37)

• Job’s lament (Ch. 3)

• Three cycles of speeches between Job and his friends (Ch. 4–27)

• Job’s personal defense and final words (Ch. 28–31)

• Elihu’s speeches (Ch. 32–37)



🌩️ 3. God’s Response (Chapters 38–41)

• The LORD speaks out of the whirlwind

• Questions that reveal divine power and wisdom



👑 4. Epilogue (Chapter 42)

• Job’s repentance and restoration

• God rebukes Job’s friends

• Job’s latter days are blessed more than the former

Major Themes

• The Sovereignty of God – God is in control even when He seems silent. 

• The Mystery of Suffering – Not all suffering is punishment; sometimes it's a test or a tool for deeper growth. 

Introduction to the Book of Job

“Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him…” – Job 13:15

Title and Meaning

The book is named after its central figure, Job, a man described as “blameless and upright,” who feared God and turned away from evil (Job 1:1). The name “Job” may mean “persecuted” or “hated,” 

though its exact origin is uncertain. The title reflects the personal and theological focus of the book

— Job’s suffering, questions, endurance, and ultimate vindication. Job is classified among the Wisdom Books of the Old Testament, alongside Proverbs and Ecclesiastes. Unlike the historical or prophetic books, Job deals primarily with universal questions of human suffering, justice, and divine sovereignty. 

Author and Date

The authorship and date of Job are unknown. Some traditions attribute the book to Moses, while others suggest Solomon, Elihu, or an anonymous Hebrew sage. Linguistic and cultural clues point to an early date, possibly during the patriarchal period (around the time of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob). Regardless of its author, Job stands as one of the oldest writings in the Bible, composed under divine inspiration and preserved for its timeless wisdom and poetic beauty. 

Purpose of Job

The Book of Job addresses one of the most profound questions of human existence: Why do the righteous suffer? 

It teaches us:

•  That suffering is not always the result of sin. 

•  That God’s purposes may be hidden, yet are always wise and just. 

•  That true faith endures in the face of silence and loss. 

•  That divine sovereignty surpasses human understanding. 

•  That God welcomes honest questions but calls us to trust Him. Job challenges simplistic answers and invites readers to wrestle with the mystery of God’s will, the reality of pain, and the hope of restoration. 

Structure of Job

The Book of Job is structured like a dramatic poetic dialogue, framed by a short narrative prologue and epilogue:

1. Prologue (Chapters 1–2)

•  Job’s character and prosperity

•  Satan’s accusation and Job’s testing

•  Job’s physical suffering and personal loss

2. Dialogues and Discourses (Chapters 3–37)

•  Job’s lament (Ch. 3)

•  Three cycles of speeches between Job and his friends (Ch. 4–27)

•  Job’s personal defense and final words (Ch. 28–31)

•  Elihu’s speeches (Ch. 32–37)

3. God’s Response (Chapters 38–41)

•  The LORD speaks out of the whirlwind

•  Questions that reveal divine power and wisdom

4. Epilogue (Chapter 42)

•  Job’s repentance and restoration

•  God rebukes Job’s friends

•  Job’s latter days are blessed more than the former

Major Themes

•  The Sovereignty of God – God is in control even when He seems silent. 

•  The Mystery of Suffering – Not all suffering is punishment; sometimes it's a test or a tool for deeper growth. 

•  Faith in Trial – Job’s endurance becomes a model for trusting God amid pain. 

•  The Limits of Human Wisdom – Job’s friends speak with worldly logic, but God's wisdom is deeper. 

•  Divine Justice and Grace – God ultimately vindicates Job, reminding us that He is both just and merciful. 

Why Job Matters Today

Everyone faces suffering. The Book of Job speaks to the heart of every believer who has ever asked:

•  “Why is this happening?” 

•  “Where is God in my pain?” 

•  “What have I done to deserve this?” 

•  “Is God still good when life is not?” Job reminds us that faith is not built on circumstances, but on trust in God's character. Though God may not always give answers, He always gives Himself. The book points to Jesus Christ — the ultimate righteous sufferer — who brings hope, redemption, and restoration beyond suffering. 

Key Verse

“I know that my Redeemer lives, and He will stand upon the earth at last.” – Job 19:25

This verse shines as a beacon of hope in the midst of Job’s darkest hours. It reveals Job’s unshakable confidence that, despite everything, God is alive, and in the end, justice will be done. It is one of the clearest Old Testament declarations of resurrection and future vindication. 

Job Chapter 1 – Crawford Standard Bible

The Test Begins

Job’s Character and Prosperity

1 There was a man named Job who lived in the land of Uz. He was blameless and upright, feared God, and turned away from evil. 

 Cross References: Genesis 6:9; Psalm 1:1; Ezekiel 14:14

2 He had seven sons and three daughters. 

 Cross References: Job 42:13; Ruth 4:15; Psalm 127:3

3 He owned 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 teams of oxen, and 500 female donkeys, along with a very large number of servants. He was the greatest man among all the people of the East. 

 Cross References: Job 42:12; Genesis 13:2; Genesis 30:43

4 His sons held feasts in their homes on their birthdays, and they invited their three sisters to eat and drink with them. 

 Cross References: Job 1:13; Ecclesiastes 2:24; Nehemiah 8:10

5 After each cycle of feasting, Job would purify his children. Early in the morning, he would offer a burnt sacrifice for each of them, thinking, “Perhaps my children have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.” Job did this regularly. 

 Cross References: Job 42:8; Leviticus 1:4; 1 Samuel 12:23

Satan’s Challenge in Heaven

6 One day, the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came among them. 

 Cross References: Job 2:1; 1 Kings 22:19; Zechariah 3:1

7 The Lord said to Satan, “Where have you come from?” Satan replied, “From roaming throughout the earth, going back and forth on it.” 

 Cross References: Job 2:2; 1 Peter 5:8; Zechariah 1:11

8 Then the Lord asked, “Have you considered my servant Job? There’s no one like him on earth—

blameless and upright, a man who fears God and avoids evil.” 

 Cross References: Job 2:3; Ezekiel 14:20; 1 Kings 8:61

9 Satan answered, “Does Job fear God for no reason? 

 Cross References: Malachi 3:14; Matthew 4:3; John 6:26

10 Haven’t you placed a hedge of protection around him, his household, and everything he owns? 

You’ve blessed the work of his hands, and his wealth has increased in the land. 

 Cross References: Psalm 34:7; Psalm 91:1; Zechariah 2:5

11 But stretch out your hand and take away everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face!” 

 Cross References: Job 2:5; 2 Corinthians 12:7; Luke 22:31

12 The Lord said to Satan, “Very well, everything he owns is in your power—but do not lay a hand on him.” Then Satan left the Lord’s presence. 

 Cross References: Job 2:6; Luke 22:32; 1 Corinthians 10:13

Satan Strikes Job’s Possessions and Children

13 One day, while Job’s sons and daughters were feasting in the home of their oldest brother, Cross References: Job 1:4; Job 1:18; Luke 17:27

14 a messenger came to Job and said, “The oxen were plowing and the donkeys were grazing nearby, Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:31; Job 1:3; Genesis 34:28

15 when the Sabeans attacked and stole them. They killed the servants with the sword, and I alone escaped to tell you.” 

 Cross References: Joel 3:8; Job 6:19; 1 Samuel 30:1

16 While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, “The fire of God fell from heaven and burned up the sheep and the servants—it consumed them all. I alone escaped to tell you.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 19:24; 1 Kings 18:38; 2 Kings 1:10

17 While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, “The Chaldeans formed three raiding parties, swept down on the camels, and carried them off. They killed the servants with the sword, and I alone escaped to tell you.” 

 Cross References: Habakkuk 1:6; Judges 7:16; Genesis 11:31

18 While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, “Your sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house, 

 Cross References: Job 1:4; Job 1:13; Luke 17:27

19 when suddenly a powerful wind came from the desert and struck the four corners of the house. It collapsed on them, and they died. I alone escaped to tell you.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 7:27; Job 38:1; Ezekiel 13:13

Job’s Response to Suffering

20 Then Job stood up, tore his robe in grief, shaved his head, and fell to the ground in worship. 

 Cross References: Genesis 37:34; 2 Samuel 1:11; Joshua 7:6

21 He said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will return. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord.” 

 Cross References: Ecclesiastes 5:15; 1 Timothy 6:7; Psalm 113:2

22 In all this, Job did not sin or accuse God of wrongdoing. 

 Cross References: Job 2:10; Psalm 39:1; James 1:13

Key Lessons from Job Chapter 1

•  1.  Righteousness Does Not Guarantee a Trial-Free Life – Job was described as blameless, yet he still became the target of Satan’s challenge and attack. 

•  2.  God Is Sovereign Over Satan’s Access – Even Satan must ask permission. Nothing happens without God's allowance. 

•  3.  True Faith Is Tested by Loss – Job’s faith was not dependent on blessings. His worship continued even in ruin. 

•  4.  Worship in the Midst of Grief – Job mourned deeply, but he responded with surrender and reverence, not bitterness. 

•  5.  Satan Underestimates the Faithful – Satan believed Job’s devotion was tied to prosperity. 

He was wrong. 

•  6.  God Allows Trials with a Purpose – The scene in heaven shows that sometimes our trials are part of a greater unseen story. 

•  7.  Be a Priest Over Your Household – Job interceded for his children continually. His example speaks to godly parenting. 

Job Chapter 2 – Crawford Standard Bible

Satan Strikes Again, but Job Endures

A Second Heavenly Challenge

1 Another day came when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came with them to stand before the Lord. 

 Cross References: Job 1:6; 1 Kings 22:19; Zechariah 3:1

2 The Lord asked Satan, “Where have you come from?” Satan answered, “From roaming throughout the earth, going back and forth in it.” 

 Cross References: Job 1:7; 1 Peter 5:8; Zechariah 1:11

3 Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There’s no one like him on earth —a blameless and upright man who fears God and avoids evil. And still, he holds firmly to his integrity, even though you urged me to ruin him without reason.” 

 Cross References: Job 1:8; Ezekiel 14:14; James 1:13

Satan’s New Accusation

4 Satan replied, “Skin for skin! A man will give up everything he owns to save his own life. 

 Cross References: Matthew 16:26; Psalm 49:8; 1 Kings 20:39

5 But stretch out your hand and strike his flesh and bones, and he will surely curse you to your face!” 

 Cross References: Job 1:11; 2 Corinthians 12:7; Luke 22:31

6 The Lord said to Satan, “Very well, he is in your hands—but you must spare his life.” 

 Cross References: Job 1:12; 1 Corinthians 10:13; Luke 22:32

Job’s Physical Suffering Begins

7 So Satan left the Lord’s presence and struck Job with painful sores from the soles of his feet to the top of his head. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:35; Isaiah 1:6; Revelation 16:2

8 Job sat among the ashes and scraped himself with a piece of broken pottery. 

 Cross References: Job 42:6; Jonah 3:6; Lamentations 3:16

Job’s Wife Speaks Out

9 His wife said to him, “Are you still clinging to your integrity? Curse God and die!” 

 Cross References: Job 1:11; 1 Kings 21:10; Revelation 16:9

10 But Job replied, “You speak like a foolish woman. Should we accept only good things from God and not adversity?” In all this, Job did not sin with his lips. 

 Cross References: Job 1:21; Lamentations 3:38; Isaiah 45:7

Job’s Friends Arrive

11 When Job’s three friends heard of all the calamity that had come upon him, they each came from their own region—Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite. They had agreed together to come and show sympathy and comfort him. 

 Cross References: Job 42:11; Romans 12:15; 2 Corinthians 1:4

12 But when they saw him from a distance, they barely recognized him. They began to weep loudly. 

Each of them tore his robe and sprinkled dust on his head toward heaven. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 27:30; Genesis 37:34; Joshua 7:6

13 Then they sat down on the ground with Job for seven days and seven nights. No one said a word to him, because they saw how great his suffering was. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 3:15; Lamentations 2:10; Ecclesiastes 3:7

Key Lessons from Job Chapter 2

•  1.  The Enemy Persists, but God Still Sets the Limits – Satan returns for a second attack, yet he cannot act outside God’s permission. 

•  2.  Integrity in Pain Is Possible – Job’s suffering intensified, yet he held fast to his integrity and never spoke against God. 

•  3.  True Faith Isn’t Conditional – Job shows that faith does not depend on good health or outward blessings. 

•  4.  Even Loved Ones May Misunderstand Us – Job’s own wife urged him to abandon his faith. In our pain, we may face criticism from those closest to us. 

•  5.  Companionship Doesn’t Always Require Words – Job’s friends initially did the right thing: they sat in silence and shared in his grief. 

•  6.  God Knows the Whole Story—We Don’t – While Satan plots and humans guess, only God sees the full purpose behind trials. 

Job Chapter 3 – Crawford Standard Bible

Job’s Lament: A Cry from the Depths of Suffering

Job Curses the Day of His Birth

1 After this, Job opened his mouth and cursed the day he was born. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 20:14; Job 10:18; Ecclesiastes 4:3

2 He said:

 Cross References: Job 32:6; Psalm 39:2; 1 Samuel 1:15

3 "Let the day perish on which I was born, and the night it was said, ‘A baby boy has been conceived.’

 Cross References: Jeremiah 15:10; Job 10:18; Genesis 1:3

4 May that day be darkness; may God above not care about it; may no light shine on it. 

 Cross References: Amos 5:18; Exodus 10:21; Isaiah 45:7

5 Let deep darkness and the shadow of death claim it; may a cloud settle over it; may terrifying gloom overwhelm it. 

 Cross References: Job 10:22; Psalm 23:4; Lamentations 3:6

6 As for that night, let thick darkness seize it. May it never be included among the days of the year or added to the count of the months. 

 Cross References: Psalm 90:4; Nahum 1:8; Jude 1:13

7 Let that night be barren; may no joyful shout be heard in it. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 20:17; Isaiah 13:20; Hosea 9:14

8 Let those who curse days curse it—those who are ready to awaken Leviathan. 

 Cross References: Job 41:1; Psalm 74:14; Isaiah 27:1

9 May its morning stars become dark; may it wait for daylight in vain and not see the first rays of dawn, 

 Cross References: Isaiah 13:10; Joel 2:10; Job 41:18

10 Because it did not shut the doors of my mother’s womb, nor hide sorrow from my eyes. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 20:18; Job 10:18; Ecclesiastes 4:3

Job Questions Why He Was Born

11 Why didn’t I die at birth, or pass away as I came from the womb? 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 19:4; Jonah 4:3; Jeremiah 15:10

12 Why were there knees to receive me, or breasts for me to nurse? 

 Cross References: Genesis 50:23; Genesis 21:7; Luke 11:27

13 For now I would be lying down in peace; I would be asleep and at rest, Cross References: Ecclesiastes 6:3; Isaiah 57:2; Daniel 12:13

14 With kings and counselors of the earth, who built grand tombs for themselves, Cross References: Isaiah 14:18; Isaiah 58:12; Ecclesiastes 2:4

15 Or with princes who had gold, who filled their houses with silver. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:27; Zechariah 9:3; Ecclesiastes 2:8

16 Or like a miscarriage that is hidden, like babies who never saw the light of day. 

 Cross References: Psalm 58:8; Ecclesiastes 6:5; Numbers 12:12

The Rest of Death

17 There the wicked stop their torment, and there the weary find rest. 

 Cross References: Revelation 14:13; Isaiah 57:2; 2 Thessalonians 1:7

18 Prisoners are at ease together; they don’t hear the voice of the slave driver. 

 Cross References: Exodus 3:7; Exodus 5:6; Isaiah 14:3

19 The small and the great are there, and the servant is free from his master. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 22:2; Ephesians 6:9; Colossians 4:1

Job Longs for Death

20 Why is light given to those in misery, and life to the bitter of soul, Cross References: Lamentations 3:1; Jeremiah 20:18; Isaiah 49:4

21 Who long for death, but it doesn’t come, who dig for it more than hidden treasure, Cross References: Revelation 9:6; Jeremiah 8:3; Job 7:15

22 Who rejoice and are thrilled when they find the grave? 

 Cross References: Proverbs 2:4; Matthew 13:44; Ecclesiastes 2:17

23 Why is life given to a man whose path is hidden, whom God has hedged in? 

 Cross References: Job 19:8; Lamentations 3:7; Psalm 88:8

24 I sigh before I eat; my groans pour out like water. 

 Cross References: Psalm 42:3; Psalm 102:9; Psalm 22:14

25 What I feared most has happened to me; what I dreaded has come true. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 10:24; Isaiah 66:4; Job 30:26

26 I have no peace, no quietness; I have no rest—only trouble has come." 

 Cross References: Psalm 22:2; Lamentations 3:20; Psalm 38:3

Key Lessons from Job Chapter 3

•  1.  Even the Righteous May Despair – Job, once called blameless, now cries out in anguish. 

Grief and depression are not signs of spiritual weakness but part of the human experience. 

•  2.  It’s Okay to Mourn Honestly – Job doesn’t hide his pain. He questions his very existence. 

Scripture includes this raw emotion to show us it’s okay to wrestle with suffering. 

•  3.  Death Is Not Always Feared – Job describes death as a place of rest and release. This shows the depth of his anguish and the universal longing for peace in suffering. 

•  4.  God Hears Lament – Job's lament wasn’t condemned. It was recorded in Scripture. God invites our honesty—even in our darkest thoughts. 

•  5.  Pain May Eclipse Perspective – Job forgot his earlier trust in God’s sovereignty. Suffering narrowed his view, as it often does. But God will meet him there in later chapters. 

Job Chapter 4 – Crawford Standard Bible

Eliphaz Speaks: The Innocent Don’t Suffer Without Cause

Eliphaz Begins to Speak

1 Then Eliphaz the Temanite replied and said: Cross References: Job 2:11; Proverbs 15:23; Job 32:4

2 “If I try to say something to you, will it upset you? But who could keep from speaking? 

 Cross References: Proverbs 10:19; Ecclesiastes 3:7; Job 13:13

3 Look, you’ve taught many others, and you’ve strengthened the hands of the weak. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 35:3; 1 Thessalonians 5:14; Proverbs 25:11

4 Your words have supported those who were falling, and you’ve made trembling knees steady. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 12:12; Isaiah 35:3; Job 29:15

5 But now that trouble has come to you, you fall apart; it touches you, and you’re overwhelmed. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 12:5; Psalm 116:11; Proverbs 24:10

6 Isn’t your reverence for God your confidence? Isn’t your integrity your hope? 

 Cross References: Proverbs 3:26; Psalm 46:1; Job 1:1

The Doctrine of Retribution

7 Think back: who has ever perished while being innocent? Where have the righteous been destroyed? 

 Cross References: Psalm 37:25; Proverbs 10:25; Psalm 34:19

8 As I’ve seen it, those who plow evil and plant trouble will harvest the same. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 22:8; Galatians 6:7; Hosea 8:7

9 By the breath of God they are destroyed; by the blast of His anger, they are consumed. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 11:4; 2 Thessalonians 2:8; Psalm 18:15

10 The lion may roar, and the fierce lion may growl, but the teeth of young lions are broken. 

 Cross References: Psalm 58:6; Psalm 34:10; Ezekiel 19:6

11 The old lion dies from lack of prey, and the cubs of the lioness are scattered. 

 Cross References: Psalm 104:21; Nahum 2:12; Psalm 34:10

Eliphaz Describes a Mysterious Vision

12 A word was secretly whispered to me, and my ear caught a glimpse of it. 

 Cross References: Job 33:15; Numbers 12:6; 1 Samuel 3:4

13 It came to me in the middle of disturbing thoughts from night visions, when deep sleep falls on people. 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:12; Daniel 2:19; Zechariah 1:8

14 A feeling of fear and trembling seized me, and it made every bone in my body shake. 

 Cross References: Daniel 10:11; Habakkuk 3:16; Psalm 119:120

15 Then a spirit passed by my face; the hair on my body stood on end. 

 Cross References: Daniel 7:15; Ezekiel 1:4; Daniel 10:6

16 It stood still, but I couldn’t make out its shape. There was a form before my eyes. Silence... then I heard a voice say:

 Cross References: 1 Kings 19:12; Habakkuk 2:20; Psalm 62:1

God Is Just—Man Is Not

17 ‘Can a mortal be more righteous than God? Can a man be more pure than his Maker? 

 Cross References: Job 25:4; Romans 3:20; Psalm 143:2

18 Look, God doesn’t even trust His servants; He charges His angels with error. 

 Cross References: Job 15:15; 2 Peter 2:4; Job 25:5

19 How much more, then, those who dwell in houses of clay—whose foundation is in the dust—who are crushed like moths! 

 Cross References: Genesis 2:7; Genesis 3:19; Psalm 103:14

20 They are broken to pieces from morning until evening; they perish forever without anyone noticing. 

 Cross References: Psalm 90:5; Psalm 103:15; James 4:14

21 Isn’t all their glory taken away? They die without wisdom.’” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 38:12; 2 Corinthians 5:1; Ecclesiastes 9:5

Key Lessons from Job Chapter 4

•  1.  Even Friends Can Misread Our Suffering – Eliphaz begins gently, acknowledging Job’s former strength, but quickly shifts to blame, assuming Job must have sinned. This reminds us not to make quick judgments in the face of someone else's pain. 

•  2.  The Danger of a Rigid Theology – Eliphaz promotes the idea that only the wicked suffer (the retribution principle). But Job’s story—and real life—show that suffering can happen to the righteous, too. 

•  3.  Spiritual Experiences Must Be Tested – Eliphaz appeals to a vision he received, yet the message, though poetic, reinforces flawed logic. Not every supernatural experience reflects divine truth. 

•  4.  God’s Holiness Is Absolute – Eliphaz is right to point out that no human can claim righteousness over God. But he fails to balance this truth with compassion or deeper understanding of grace. 

•  5.  Comfort Requires Compassion, Not Condemnation – Though Eliphaz meant to help, he begins to wound. Sometimes what people need most is empathy, not explanation. 

Job Chapter 5 – Crawford Standard Bible

Eliphaz’s Counsel: God Corrects and Restores

Don’t Expect Help from Anyone but God

1 “Cry out now! Is there anyone who will answer you? To which of the holy ones will you turn? 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:41; Proverbs 1:28; Isaiah 1:15

2 Resentment kills a fool, and jealousy destroys the simple. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 14:30; Proverbs 27:4; Ecclesiastes 5:2

3 I’ve seen a fool take root, but suddenly I cursed his house. 

 Cross References: Psalm 37:35; Psalm 73:18; Jeremiah 12:2

4 His children are far from safety; they are crushed in court, with no one to rescue them. 

 Cross References: Job 27:14; Psalm 109:9; Proverbs 11:21

5 The hungry consume his harvest, even snatching it from the thorns; the thirsty rob him of his wealth. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:33; Isaiah 62:8; Leviticus 26:16

Trouble Is Part of Life

6 Affliction doesn’t just grow from the soil, and trouble doesn’t sprout like weeds—

 Cross References: Lamentations 3:38; Job 34:11; Amos 3:6

7 But people are born to trouble, just like sparks fly upward. 

 Cross References: Job 14:1; Genesis 3:19; Ecclesiastes 2:23

God Is the Source of Help and Restoration

8 If I were you, I’d turn to God and present my case to Him. 

 Cross References: Job 13:3; Psalm 37:5; Jeremiah 20:12

9 He does great things—too marvelous to understand—wonders without number. 

 Cross References: Job 9:10; Job 37:5; Romans 11:33

10 He sends rain on the earth and waters the countryside. 

 Cross References: Psalm 147:8; Matthew 5:45; Acts 14:17

11 He lifts the lowly and sets them on high, and those who mourn are given safety. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 2:7; Luke 1:52; Psalm 113:7

12 He frustrates the plans of the crafty so that their hands fail to achieve success. 

 Cross References: Psalm 33:10; Isaiah 8:10; Nehemiah 4:15

13 He catches the wise in their own schemes, and the plans of the clever are swept away. 

 Cross References: 1 Corinthians 3:19; Psalm 7:16; Psalm 9:15

14 They grope in darkness at noon, stumbling as if it were night. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:29; Isaiah 59:10; Amos 8:9

15 But God saves the poor from the sword of their mouth and from the hand of the powerful. 

 Cross References: Psalm 35:10; Psalm 72:12; Psalm 109:31

16 So the poor have hope, and injustice shuts its mouth. 

 Cross References: Psalm 107:42; Romans 3:19; Psalm 63:11

The Value of God’s Correction

17 Look, blessed is the one whom God corrects. So don’t despise the discipline of the Almighty. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 12:6; Proverbs 3:12; Psalm 94:12

18 For though He wounds, He also heals; He strikes, but His hands also restore. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:39; Hosea 6:1; Isaiah 30:26

19 He will rescue you from six troubles—yes, even seven—no harm will touch you. 

 Cross References: Psalm 34:19; 2 Corinthians 1:10; Psalm 91:15

20 In famine, He will keep you from death; in war, from the sword. 

 Cross References: Psalm 33:19; Psalm 37:19; Psalm 91:3

21 You’ll be protected from slander and have no fear when destruction comes. 

 Cross References: Psalm 31:20; Psalm 64:3; Jeremiah 18:18

22 You’ll laugh at destruction and famine and have no fear of wild animals. 

 Cross References: Job 39:22; Proverbs 31:25; Psalm 52:6

23 You’ll have a covenant with the stones of the field, and the wild animals will be at peace with you. 

 Cross References: Hosea 2:18; Ezekiel 34:25; Leviticus 26:6

24 You’ll know that your home is safe, and when you visit, nothing will be missing. 

 Cross References: Psalm 91:10; Job 8:6; Proverbs 3:33

25 You’ll also know your descendants will be many—your offspring like the grass of the earth. 

 Cross References: Psalm 112:2; Psalm 128:6; Genesis 15:5

26 You’ll come to the grave at a ripe old age, like a sheaf of grain gathered in its season. 

 Cross References: Job 42:17; Genesis 25:8; Psalm 90:10

27 Look, we’ve examined all this, and it’s true. Listen to it, and apply it for your benefit.” 

 Cross References: Job 8:8; Job 15:17; Proverbs 1:5

Key Lessons from Job Chapter 5

•  1.  Human Suffering Is Inevitable – Eliphaz reminds us that trouble is part of the human experience (v.7). But he overlooks the deeper truth—that not all suffering is punishment. 

•  2.  God’s Discipline Is a Sign of Love – Though his tone is harsh, Eliphaz correctly says that God corrects those He loves (v.17). This is echoed later in Scripture (Hebrews 12:6). 

•  3.  God Is Our Ultimate Help – Eliphaz encourages Job to seek God, who does wonders, lifts the lowly, and brings justice (v.8–16). Though misapplied, these words still reflect God’s nature. 

•  4.  Prosperity Is Not Always the Sign of God’s Favor – Eliphaz assumes that restoration will come if Job repents. But Job wasn’t suffering because of sin. We must be cautious not to oversimplify God’s purposes. 

•  5.  Words Meant for Comfort Can Still Cut Deep – Eliphaz speaks eloquently, but he misses Job’s heart. True comfort doesn’t only speak truth—it listens with grace. 

Job Chapter 6 – Crawford Standard Bible

Job’s Response: My Pain Is Greater Than You Know

My Pain Is Too Much to Bear

1 Then Job answered and said, 

 Cross References: Job 3:2; Job 9:1; Job 12:1

2 “If only my grief could be measured and all my misery placed on the scales, Cross References: Job 23:2; Lamentations 3:1; Psalm 38:4

3 It would weigh more than all the sand of the sea. That’s why I speak so rashly. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 27:3; Psalm 69:14; Habakkuk 1:2

4 For the arrows of the Almighty are deep within me, and their poison is draining my spirit. God’s terrors line up against me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 38:2; Deuteronomy 32:23; Lamentations 3:13

5 Does a wild donkey bray when it has grass? Does an ox bellow when it has food? 

 Cross References: Job 39:5; Proverbs 26:2; Jeremiah 2:24

6 Can bland food be eaten without salt? Is there any flavor in the white of an egg? 

 Cross References: Leviticus 2:13; Colossians 4:6; Numbers 11:6

7 I gag at the food I once would never touch. Now it’s the only thing I have to eat.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 107:18; Job 3:24; Psalm 42:3

I Long for Death, Not Relief

8 “Oh, how I wish my request would be granted—that God would give me what I ask for! 

 Cross References: Job 3:20; 1 Kings 19:4; Jonah 4:3

9 That He would crush me and unleash His power to end my life! 

 Cross References: Job 3:11; Jonah 4:8; Revelation 9:6

10 At least I would find comfort in this: though overwhelmed by pain, I never denied the words of the Holy One. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 15:16; Psalm 119:50; Job 23:12

11 But what strength do I have to keep hoping? What future do I have to keep going? 

 Cross References: Psalm 39:4; Psalm 90:10; Psalm 102:11

12 Am I made of stone? Is my body made of bronze? 

 Cross References: Psalm 103:14; 2 Corinthians 4:7; Genesis 2:7

13 No—I have no help left within me. Any chance of success has vanished.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 22:11; Psalm 42:5; Psalm 88:8

Where Is Your Compassion? 

14 “Anyone who suffers deserves kindness from a friend—even if they’ve turned from God. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 17:17; Proverbs 18:24; Ecclesiastes 4:10

15 But my friends are as unreliable as a seasonal stream that dries up. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 15:18; Psalm 38:11; Psalm 41:9

16 They are dark with ice and swollen with melting snow, Cross References: Psalm 147:16; Psalm 147:17; Job 38:29

17 But when it gets hot, they vanish. When the heat comes, they disappear from their place. 

 Cross References: James 1:11; Psalm 102:11; Isaiah 40:7

18 Their paths wander off course, and they are lost. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 2:13; Isaiah 41:17; Jeremiah 14:3

19 Travelers from Tema and Sheba look for them, 

 Cross References: Isaiah 21:14; Genesis 25:15; Job 1:15

20 But are disappointed because they trusted in them. They arrive and are ashamed. 

 Cross References: Psalm 22:5; Isaiah 20:5; Romans 5:5

21 You are like those dried-up streams. You see my suffering, and you’re afraid.” 

 Cross References: Job 13:4; Psalm 38:11; Job 19:19

I Didn’t Ask for Help—Just Understanding

22 “Did I ask you to give me anything? Or offer gifts from your wealth? 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 12:3; Genesis 14:23; Acts 20:33

23 Did I ask you to rescue me from my enemies or to save me from powerful oppressors? 

 Cross References: Psalm 31:15; Psalm 7:1; 2 Samuel 22:49

24 Just teach me, and I will be silent. Show me what I’ve done wrong. 

 Cross References: Psalm 39:9; Job 34:32; Psalm 32:8

25 Honest words are powerful. But what’s the point of your arguments? 

 Cross References: Proverbs 25:11; Proverbs 15:1; Ecclesiastes 12:11

26 Do you think your words will fix anything? Do you argue with someone desperate, as if their words don’t matter? 

 Cross References: Job 19:2; Job 16:3; Job 26:2

27 You’d even gamble with the life of an orphan. You’d dig a pit for your own friend.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 57:6; Psalm 35:7; Deuteronomy 24:17

Look Me in the Eyes and Judge Honestly

28 “Please, look at me. I would never lie to your face. 

 Cross References: Job 21:5; Job 13:18; Job 33:5

29 Change your mind. Don’t treat me unfairly. Think it over again—my cause is just. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 1:17; Job 17:10; Proverbs 18:17

30 Is there any lie on my tongue? Don’t I know the difference between right and wrong?” 

 Cross References: Job 27:4; Psalm 39:1; Psalm 17:3

Key Lessons from Job Chapter 6

•  1.  Grief Can Cloud Speech but Not Faith – Job admits his words are driven by overwhelming pain (v.3), not rebellion. Even in despair, he does not curse God. 

•  2.  Emotional Honesty Is Not Sin – Job speaks freely of his desire for death (v.8–9), yet God later calls him righteous (Job 42:7). God allows us to be honest with Him in our darkest moments. 

•  3.  Compassion Is a Command – Job criticizes his friends for abandoning him in suffering (v.14). True friendship means showing mercy—even when the sufferer is angry or broken. 

•  4.  Superficial Help Isn’t Real Help – Job didn’t ask for money or rescue—he asked to be understood (v.24). Listening and validating someone’s pain is often more powerful than offering solutions. 

•  5.  The Righteous Still Suffer – Job continues to defend his innocence (v.29–30). His integrity amidst suffering foreshadows Christ, who suffered though He was sinless. 

Job Chapter 7 – Crawford Standard Bible

Job’s Cry: God, Why Do You Even Bother with Me? 

Life Feels Meaningless and Miserable

1 “Isn’t there a set time for people on earth? Aren’t our days like those of a hired laborer—counted and wearisome? 

 Cross References: Job 14:5; Psalm 39:4; Ecclesiastes 3:1

2 Like a servant longing for the evening shadow, or a hired hand waiting for his pay, Cross References: Job 14:6; Deuteronomy 24:15; Leviticus 19:13

3 I too have been given months filled with emptiness, and nights full of misery have been assigned to me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 39:5; Psalm 90:9; Ecclesiastes 1:2

4 When I lie down, I think, ‘When will I get up?’ But the night drags on, and I toss and turn until dawn. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:67; Psalm 6:6; Psalm 130:6

5 My skin is infected and scabby, covered with dust and worms; it cracks open and oozes. 

 Cross References: Job 2:7; Isaiah 14:11; Acts 12:23

6 My days pass faster than a weaver’s shuttle and come to an end without hope. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 38:12; Psalm 90:5; 1 Chronicles 29:15

7 Remember, O God, my life is just a breath. I’ll never know happiness again. 

 Cross References: Psalm 78:39; James 4:14; Psalm 103:15

8 The eye that sees me now will not see me again; when You look for me, I’ll be gone. 

 Cross References: Job 20:9; Psalm 103:16; Job 8:18

9 Just like a cloud fades and vanishes, so a person goes down to the grave and doesn’t return. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 12:23; Psalm 102:3; Isaiah 44:22

10 He never comes back to his house again; his place doesn’t even remember him.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 103:16; Ecclesiastes 1:11; Job 20:9

God, Why Won’t You Leave Me Alone? 

11 “So I won’t keep quiet. I’ll speak in my anguish and complain from the bitterness in my soul. 

 Cross References: Psalm 39:3; Job 10:1; Psalm 77:3

12 Am I a monster of the sea or a sea creature that You need to keep under guard? 

 Cross References: Job 38:8; Job 38:11; Psalm 104:9

13 When I say, ‘At least my bed will give me relief, and my couch will ease my complaint,’

 Cross References: Job 30:17; Psalm 6:6; Psalm 77:2

14 You terrify me with dreams and scare me with visions. 

 Cross References: Job 4:13; Job 33:15; Psalm 73:20

15 I would rather be strangled—I would prefer death over this life of mine. 

 Cross References: Job 3:21; Jonah 4:8; Revelation 9:6

16 I hate my life! I don’t want to live forever. Leave me alone, for my days are meaningless.” 

 Cross References: Job 9:21; Ecclesiastes 2:17; Job 10:1

Why Do You Even Care About People? 

17 “What is man that You care so much about him, that You focus Your attention on him, Cross References: Psalm 8:4; Psalm 144:3; Hebrews 2:6

18 That You examine him every morning and test him every moment? 

 Cross References: Psalm 17:3; Lamentations 3:23; Psalm 139:1

19 Won’t You look away from me? Won’t You let me catch my breath even for a second? 

 Cross References: Psalm 39:13; Job 14:6; Job 9:18

20 If I’ve sinned, what can I do to You, O Watcher of humanity? Why have You made me Your target? Why have I become such a burden to myself? 

 Cross References: Job 10:14; Lamentations 3:12; Job 16:12

21 Why don’t You forgive my sins and take away my guilt? For soon I will lie down in the dust. You will look for me, but I’ll be gone.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 25:11; Job 10:9; Psalm 103:14

Key Lessons from Job Chapter 7

•  1.  Suffering Distorts Our Sense of Time and Purpose – Job sees life as burdensome, pointless, and fleeting (v.1–6). When pain is overwhelming, even small tasks and sleep lose meaning. 

•  2.  It’s Okay to Ask God Hard Questions – Job questions God without being struck down for it (v.17–20). God welcomes raw honesty in suffering. 

•  3.  Emotions Are Not Rebellion – Job feels abandoned and even terrorized by his dreams (v.14– 15). His emotional turmoil does not equal sin—it’s the cry of a man deeply wounded. 

•  4.  God Is Present, Even When Silent – Though Job feels like a target of divine wrath, the very fact he’s wrestling with God shows God hasn’t abandoned him completely. 

•  5.  We Are Frail, Yet God Notices Us – Job ironically asks why God bothers with fragile people (v.17–18). This reflects the mystery of divine care—why does the Creator care so much

for dust-born creatures? 

Job Chapter 8 – Crawford Standard Bible

Bildad’s Harsh Rebuke: If You Were Innocent, God Would Help You God Is Just—So the Problem Must Be You

1 Then Bildad the Shuhite replied:

 Cross References: Job 2:11; Job 18:1; Job 25:1

2 “How long will you keep talking like this? Your words are like a powerful wind—loud, reckless, and destructive. 


 Cross References: Job 15:2; Psalm 62:3; Job 18:2

3 Does God twist justice? Does the Almighty pervert what is right? 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:4; Genesis 18:25; Romans 3:6

4 If your children sinned against Him, He simply gave them what they deserved. 

 Cross References: Job 1:18; Job 1:19; 2 Samuel 12:14

5 But if you will earnestly seek God and beg the Almighty for mercy—

 Cross References: Job 5:8; Psalm 78:34; Isaiah 55:6

6 If you are pure and upright—surely He will rise up on your behalf and restore your home to prosperity. 

 Cross References: Job 22:23; Psalm 44:26; Job 42:7

7 Even if you started out with nothing, your future would be full of abundance.” 

 Cross References: Job 42:12; Zechariah 4:10; Proverbs 4:18

Look at the Past to Understand God’s Justice

8 “Ask the previous generation—study the wisdom of our ancestors. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:7; Job 12:12; Job 15:18

9 (Because we were born just yesterday and we know so little. Our days on earth are like a passing shadow.)

 Cross References: Psalm 90:4; Psalm 39:5; 1 Chronicles 29:15

10 Won’t they teach you and give you wisdom from deep within their hearts?” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:7; Job 12:7; Job 34:2

The Fate of the Godless

11 “Can papyrus grow tall without a marsh? Can reeds grow tall without water? 

 Cross References: Isaiah 19:6; Psalm 1:4; Isaiah 35:7

12 While it is still green and thriving—not yet cut down—it dries up faster than other plants. 

 Cross References: Psalm 37:2; Psalm 90:6; Isaiah 40:7

13 That’s what happens to those who forget God; the hope of the godless will perish. 

 Cross References: Psalm 9:17; Psalm 50:22; Job 20:5

14 Their confidence is as fragile as a spider’s web. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 11:7; Job 11:20; Psalm 112:10

15 They lean on their ‘house’—but it collapses. They hold on to it—but it doesn’t last. 

 Cross References: Matthew 7:26; Matthew 7:27; Proverbs 14:11

16 They seem healthy, like a plant growing in the sunshine, spreading out in the garden. 

 Cross References: Psalm 37:35; Psalm 92:7; Psalm 37:2

17 Its roots wrap around the stones, anchoring it securely among the rocks. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 17:8; Matthew 13:5; Matthew 13:6

18 But when it’s pulled out of its place, it says, ‘I never knew you!’

 Cross References: Psalm 37:10; Proverbs 10:25; Psalm 103:16

19 That’s all the joy such a person gets—and others grow where they once stood.” 

 Cross References: Job 20:5; Psalm 73:19; Psalm 37:36

The Hope of the Righteous

20 “God will never reject a person of integrity, and He will never support evildoers. 

 Cross References: Psalm 37:28; Psalm 94:14; 1 Samuel 12:22

21 He will yet fill your mouth with laughter and your lips with shouts of joy. 

 Cross References: Psalm 126:2; Luke 6:21; Job 42:10

22 Your enemies will be covered in shame, and the homes of the wicked will be gone forever.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 35:26; Psalm 132:18; Psalm 109:29

Key Lessons from Job Chapter 8

•  1.  God’s Justice Is Real—but Bildad Misapplies It – Bildad is right that God is just (v.3), but wrong to assume suffering is always a result of sin (v.4–6). 

•  2.  Truth Can Be Twisted by Partial Insight – Using tradition alone (v.8–10), without understanding a person’s heart, can lead to unfair judgment. 

•  3.  The Godless Can Seem Strong—Then Suddenly Fall – Bildad compares the wicked to plants that look healthy but wither quickly (v.11–19). He implies Job is like that, missing the

bigger spiritual picture. 

•  4.  The Innocent Will Ultimately Rejoice – In verses 20–22, Bildad insists that if Job were truly innocent, God would restore him. Ironically, this hope is true—but Bildad wrongly assumes Job is guilty in the meantime. 

•  5.  We Must Be Cautious in Giving Counsel to the Hurting – Bildad’s words are doctrinally sharp but pastorally insensitive. Truth without compassion can do more harm than good. 

Job Chapter 9 – Crawford Standard Bible

No One Can Argue with God

God’s Power Makes Us All Small

1 Then Job replied:

 Cross References: Job 6:1; Job 12:1; Job 16:1

2 “Yes, I know this is true. But how can a person be right before God? 

 Cross References: Job 4:17; Job 25:4; Romans 3:20

3 If someone tried to argue with Him, they couldn’t answer even one question in a thousand. 

 Cross References: Job 33:13; Job 40:2; Psalm 143:2

4 He is wise in heart and mighty in power. Who has ever resisted Him and come out successful? 

 Cross References: Job 12:13; Job 36:5; Isaiah 40:26

5 He moves mountains, and they don’t even know it; He overturns them in His anger. 

 Cross References: Job 14:18; Nahum 1:5; Psalm 90:2

6 He shakes the earth out of its place, and its foundations tremble. 

 Cross References: Job 26:11; Psalm 104:5; Isaiah 13:13

7 He commands the sun not to rise and seals off the stars. 

 Cross References: Job 38:31; Habakkuk 3:11; Amos 8:9

8 He stretches out the heavens by Himself and walks on the waves of the sea. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 40:22; Psalm 104:2; Matthew 14:25

9 He made the constellations: the Bear (Arcturus), Orion, the Pleiades, and the distant southern stars. 

 Cross References: Job 38:31; Amos 5:8; Genesis 1:16

10 He does great things too wonderful to understand—too many miracles to count. 

 Cross References: Job 5:9; Romans 11:33; Psalm 145:3

11 When He passes by, I can’t see Him; He moves on, and I don’t perceive Him. 

 Cross References: Exodus 33:20; 1 Kings 19:12; John 1:18

12 If He takes something away, who can stop Him? Who can dare say to Him, ‘What are you doing?’

 Cross References: Isaiah 43:13; Daniel 4:35; Job 23:13

13 God does not hold back His anger—even the proud must bow down before Him.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 51:9; Job 26:12; Psalm 89:10

I Cannot Argue with My Creator

14 “So how can I even begin to answer Him? How can I find the right words to speak with Him? 

 Cross References: Job 40:4; Job 42:3; Romans 9:20

15 Even if I were innocent, I would not try to defend myself—I would only plead for mercy from my Judge. 

 Cross References: Job 13:15; Job 23:4; 1 John 2:1

16 And even if I called out and He answered, I wouldn’t believe He was really listening to my voice. 

 Cross References: Lamentations 3:8; Job 30:20; Psalm 22:2

17 He batters me with storms and multiplies my wounds for no reason. 

 Cross References: Job 6:4; Job 16:12; Job 38:1

18 He won’t even let me catch my breath, but fills me with bitter suffering. 

 Cross References: Job 7:19; Lamentations 3:15; Job 3:24

19 If it’s about strength—He is the strongest. If it’s about justice—who can summon Him to court? 

 Cross References: Job 13:22; Jeremiah 49:19; Job 34:23

20 If I tried to defend myself, my own mouth would prove me guilty. Even if I claimed I were blameless, that would reveal my faults. 

 Cross References: Job 15:6; Luke 19:22; Titus 3:11

21 Even if I were completely innocent, I wouldn't know it. I’d still despise my own life. 

 Cross References: Job 7:16; Revelation 12:11; Job 3:20

22 So I say this plainly: God destroys both the innocent and the wicked. 

 Cross References: Ecclesiastes 9:2; Matthew 5:45; Job 21:23

23 When a plague brings sudden death, He seems to mock the despair of the innocent. 

 Cross References: Habakkuk 1:13; Job 21:17; Ecclesiastes 9:11

24 The earth is handed over to the wicked, and He blinds the eyes of its judges. If it’s not God doing this, then who is?” 

 Cross References: Psalm 73:3; Habakkuk 1:4; Ecclesiastes 7:15

My Life Is Speeding Away

25 “My days pass faster than a runner; they fly by without a glimpse of joy. 

 Cross References: Job 7:6; 1 Chronicles 29:15; Psalm 90:9

26 They’re like swift boats racing by or an eagle diving for prey. 

 Cross References: Job 30:15; Deuteronomy 28:49; Habakkuk 1:8

27 If I say, ‘I’ll forget my complaint and smile again,’

 Cross References: Job 7:13; Psalm 39:2; Job 6:2

28 I’m still afraid of all the pain. I know You won’t declare me innocent. 

 Cross References: Job 3:25; Psalm 38:17; Job 6:4

29 Since I’m already considered guilty, why keep trying? 

 Cross References: Job 21:15; Isaiah 49:4; 1 Corinthians 15:58

30 Even if I washed myself with the purest snow water and scrubbed my hands until they were spotless, 

 Cross References: Psalm 51:7; Jeremiah 2:22; Isaiah 1:16

31 You would still throw me into a muddy pit, and even my clothes would hate to touch me. 

 Cross References: Job 33:22; Psalm 40:2; Jeremiah 38:6

32 God is not a man like me that I could argue with Him or take Him to court. 

 Cross References: Numbers 23:19; 1 Samuel 15:29; Hosea 11:9

33 There’s no mediator between us—no one who can bring us both together. 

 Cross References: 1 Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 9:15; Job 16:19

34 Let Him take away His rod of punishment and stop terrifying me with fear. 

 Cross References: Job 13:21; Psalm 39:10; Isaiah 10:5

35 Then I could speak to Him without fear. But as it is, I cannot.” 

 Cross References: Job 13:20; Job 23:4; Psalm 56:4

Key Lessons from Job Chapter 9

•  1.  God’s Power Is Beyond Our Understanding – Job acknowledges the vastness of God’s wisdom, power, and sovereignty over creation (v.1–13), and recognizes that no human could argue their case before Him. 

•  2.  Human Efforts Cannot Justify Us Before God – Job insists that even if he were innocent, he still could not defend himself before God (v.14–20). This foreshadows the gospel truth: only divine grace can make us righteous. 

•  3.  God's Justice Feels Inaccessible in Suffering – Job expresses confusion over why the righteous suffer and the wicked prosper (v.22–24). This tension is at the heart of the book. 

•  4.  Suffering Distorts Perspective – Job’s anguish leads him to feel hopeless, with life flying by and no relief in sight (v.25–31). 

•  5.  Job Longs for a Mediator – In verse 33, Job expresses a deep longing for a “daysman” 

(arbiter or mediator) between him and God—a role ultimately fulfilled in Christ (1 Timothy 2:5). 

•  6.  We Need Mercy, Not Arguments – Even Job, known for his righteousness, realized that no amount of human defense could justify him before a holy God. He needed grace, not vindication. 

Job Chapter 10 – Crawford Standard Bible

Wrestling with a Silent God

A Cry from a Broken Soul

1 “I am tired of living. I will give voice to my complaint and speak from the bitterness in my soul. 

 Cross References: Job 7:16; Job 3:20; Jonah 4:3

2 I will say to God: ‘Do not condemn me—tell me why You are fighting against me. 

 Cross References: Job 13:23; Job 33:13; Isaiah 27:8

3 Does it please You to oppress me, to reject the work of Your own hands, while You smile on the plans of the wicked? 

 Cross References: Job 21:7; Psalm 73:3; Habakkuk 1:13

4 Do You have human eyes? Do You see things the way people do? 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 16:7; Numbers 23:19; Psalm 94:9

5 Are Your days like a man’s days? Are Your years like a human lifetime, Cross References: Psalm 90:2; Psalm 102:24; 2 Peter 3:8

6 That You must look for my sin and dig into my faults? 

 Cross References: Psalm 139:1; Job 13:23; Job 7:17

7 You already know I am not guilty, and no one can rescue me from Your hand.’” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:39; Job 34:20; Daniel 4:35

You Made Me—Why Destroy Me? 

8 “You made me with Your own hands and shaped me completely—yet now You destroy me? 

 Cross References: Psalm 139:13; Job 33:4; Isaiah 64:8

9 Remember that You formed me like clay. Will You now return me to the dust? 

 Cross References: Genesis 3:19; Isaiah 64:8; Ecclesiastes 12:7

10 Did You not pour me out like milk and curdle me like cheese? 

 Cross References: Psalm 139:13; Job 31:15; Psalm 139:15

11 You clothed me with skin and flesh and knit me together with bones and tendons. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 37:6; Psalm 139:15; Genesis 2:7

12 You gave me life and kindness, and by Your care, You preserved my spirit. 

 Cross References: Job 33:4; Acts 17:25; Job 12:10

13 But even then, You hid these things in Your heart. I know this was Your plan all along.” 

 Cross References: Job 23:13; Deuteronomy 29:29; Isaiah 55:8

I Cannot Win Either Way

14 “If I sin, You keep track of it and will not let me go unpunished. 

 Cross References: Psalm 130:3; Job 14:16; Job 7:20

15 If I am guilty—woe to me. If I am innocent, I still can’t lift my head—I’m ashamed and overwhelmed with pain. 

 Cross References: Ezra 9:6; Daniel 9:7; Job 9:20

16 And if I try to raise my head, You hunt me like a lion and show Your power against me again. 

 Cross References: Job 16:9; Lamentations 3:10; Hosea 13:7

17 You constantly bring new witnesses against me. Your anger grows stronger, and You send wave after wave of suffering against me.” 

 Cross References: Job 16:14; Job 19:11; Psalm 42:7

Why Was I Ever Born? 

18 “Why did You bring me out of the womb at all? I wish I had died before anyone saw me. 

 Cross References: Job 3:11; Jeremiah 20:14; Job 3:16

19 I should have been as though I never existed—carried straight from the womb to the grave. 

 Cross References: Job 3:16; Ecclesiastes 6:3; Psalm 58:8

20 Aren’t my days few? Let me be for a little while—leave me alone so I can have some peace Cross References: Job 7:16; Job 14:6; Psalm 39:13

21 Before I go to the land of no return, to the land of darkness and deep shadow—

 Cross References: Job 3:5; Job 38:17; Psalm 23:4

22 A land as dark as midnight, a land of confusion and disorder, where even light is like darkness.” 

 Cross References: Job 3:4; Jeremiah 13:16; Amos 5:20

Key Lessons from Job Chapter 10

•  1.  It’s Okay to Bring Hard Questions to God – Job boldly asks why God seems to target him without cause. God does not silence Job, showing us that bringing our honest struggles to Him is

part of faith. 

•  2.  We Are God’s Creation—Formed with Care – Job reflects on how God intricately created him (vv. 8–12), showing a deep understanding of divine craftsmanship and personal value, even in suffering. 

•  3.  Suffering Can Distort Our View of God’s Character – Job wrestles with confusing emotions: feeling punished, hunted, and abandoned. His words reflect the inner turmoil of grief and unanswered pain. 

•  4.  Innocence Does Not Guarantee Comfort – Job’s lament reminds us that earthly righteousness does not always shield us from trials. Sometimes, even the upright endure deep sorrow. 

•  5.  God’s Silence Is Not God’s Absence – Though Job feels abandoned and unheard, the entire book shows that God is fully aware of every word and will eventually respond. 

•  6.  Longing for Peace Is a Human Cry – Job’s request to be left alone (v. 20) is not faithlessness, but exhaustion. God hears even our most fragile prayers. 

Job Chapter 11 – Crawford Standard Bible

Zophar’s Rebuke: A Harsh Call to Repent

Zophar Condemns Job’s Words

1 Then Zophar the Naamathite replied, 

 Cross References: Job 2:11; Job 20:1; Job 42:9

2 “Should all your talking go unanswered? Should a man full of words be considered right? 

 Cross References: Proverbs 10:19; Ecclesiastes 5:3; Proverbs 17:27

3 Should your empty claims silence others? When you mock, shouldn’t someone shame you? 

 Cross References: Job 13:5; Proverbs 10:19; Job 6:24

4 You say, ‘My teaching is pure, and I am innocent in God’s eyes.’

 Cross References: Job 9:20; Job 6:29; Proverbs 20:9

5 Oh, how I wish God would speak and open His lips to rebuke you! 

 Cross References: Job 13:5; Job 33:1; Job 40:1

6 He would show you the secrets of wisdom—true wisdom has two sides. Know this: God is punishing you less than you actually deserve.” 

 Cross References: Ezra 9:13; Psalm 103:10; Job 42:7

God’s Wisdom Is Beyond Reach

7 “Can you understand the deep things of God? Can you fully grasp the perfection of the Almighty? 

 Cross References: Romans 11:33; Ecclesiastes 3:11; Isaiah 40:28

8 His wisdom reaches higher than the heavens—what can you do? It is deeper than the grave—what can you know? 

 Cross References: Psalm 139:8; Amos 9:2; Romans 8:38

9 Its measure is longer than the earth and broader than the sea. 

 Cross References: Job 38:18; Psalm 139:9; Ephesians 3:18

10 If God chooses to arrest someone, confine them, or call them to court—who can stop Him? 

 Cross References: Job 9:12; Isaiah 43:13; Revelation 3:7

11 He knows deceitful people and sees wickedness. Will He not take notice of it? 

 Cross References: Psalm 94:11; Psalm 139:1; Jeremiah 17:10

12 But foolish people want to appear wise, though they are born as wild and stubborn as a donkey’s colt.” 

 Cross References: Job 39:5; Psalm 32:9; Jeremiah 2:24

Zophar’s Conditional Hope

13 “If you would prepare your heart and reach out your hands to God—

 Cross References: Psalm 24:3; 1 Chronicles 29:18; Job 8:5

14 If there is sin in your hand, put it far away and don’t let evil dwell in your house—

 Cross References: Isaiah 1:16; James 4:8; Isaiah 55:7

15 Then you will be able to lift up your face without shame; you will stand firm and without fear. 

 Cross References: Job 22:26; Psalm 34:5; 1 John 3:21

16 You will forget your troubles; they will pass like water under a bridge. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 65:16; Psalm 90:5; Proverbs 31:7

17 Your life will be brighter than the noonday; even darkness will be like the morning. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 4:18; Isaiah 58:10; Psalm 37:6

18 You will be secure, full of hope. You will look around and rest in safety. 

 Cross References: Job 5:24; Jeremiah 29:11; Leviticus 26:5

19 You will lie down with no one to make you afraid, and many will come to ask for your favor. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:6; Psalm 4:8; Micah 4:4

20 But the wicked will go blind with despair. They will have no way to escape, and their only hope will be to die.” 

 Cross References: Job 8:13; Proverbs 10:28; Psalm 112:10

Key Lessons from Job Chapter 11

•  1.  Religious Zeal Can Lack Compassion – Zophar speaks with strong convictions, but he shows no empathy. Truth without love can wound more than it heals. 

•  2.  God’s Wisdom Is Unsearchable – Zophar is right that God’s knowledge surpasses ours (vv. 7– 9), reminding us to remain humble in our understanding. 

•  3.  Grace Often Surpasses Justice – Even in his flawed rebuke, Zophar admits God has not dealt with Job as harshly as He could have (v. 6), pointing to divine mercy. 

•  4.  Zophar Promotes a Transactional Faith – He teaches that repentance guarantees prosperity. But Job’s story proves that righteousness does not always result in immediate blessings. 

•  5.  The Wicked Have No Lasting Hope – Zophar ends with a grim view of the wicked (v. 20), which echoes many biblical truths, though misapplied here to Job. 

•  6.  Be Careful How You Counsel the Hurting – Zophar wrongly assumes Job's suffering is due to sin. This reminds us to approach the suffering with grace, not judgment. 

Job Chapter 12 – Crawford Standard Bible

Job Answers: True Wisdom Belongs to God Alone

Job Responds with Sarcasm to His Friends

1 Then Job replied:

 Cross References: Job 6:1; Job 9:1; Job 16:1

2 “No doubt you are the people, and when you die, wisdom will die with you. 

 Cross References: Job 11:12; Proverbs 26:12; 1 Corinthians 8:2

3 But I have understanding too. I’m not beneath you. Who doesn’t know the things you’ve said? 

 Cross References: Job 13:2; Job 32:9; Proverbs 3:5

The Mocking of the Righteous

4 I am mocked by my friends—me, the one who called on God and received an answer. The just and upright man is laughed at. 

 Cross References: Job 16:20; Job 30:1; Psalm 22:7

5 Those who live in ease despise misfortune, as if lighting a lamp for someone whose feet are slipping. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 24:10; Amos 6:1; Job 6:14

The Prosperity of the Wicked

6 The tents of robbers are at peace. Those who provoke God live securely—those whom God has richly blessed. 

 Cross References: Psalm 73:3; Jeremiah 12:1; Malachi 3:15

All Creation Testifies to God’s Power

7 But ask the animals, and they will teach you. Ask the birds, and they will tell you. 

 Cross References: Psalm 104:24; Isaiah 1:3; Romans 1:20

8 Speak to the earth, and it will teach you. Let the fish of the sea explain it to you. 

 Cross References: Psalm 19:1; Isaiah 40:26; Deuteronomy 4:32

9 Who among all these does not know that the hand of the Lord has done this? 

 Cross References: Isaiah 41:20; Psalm 100:3; Acts 17:25

10 In His hand is the life of every living thing and the breath of all humanity. 

 Cross References: Daniel 5:23; Acts 17:28; Psalm 104:29

God Is the Source of All Wisdom

11 Doesn’t the ear test words as the tongue tastes food? 

 Cross References: Job 34:3; Job 6:30; 1 Thessalonians 5:21

12 Wisdom is found among the aged; long life brings understanding. 

 Cross References: Job 32:7; Proverbs 16:31; 1 Kings 12:8

13 But true wisdom and power belong to God. Counsel and understanding are His. 

 Cross References: Daniel 2:20; Proverbs 8:14; 1 Corinthians 1:24

God’s Unstoppable Power

14 If He tears something down, it cannot be rebuilt. If He imprisons someone, no one can release them. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 22:22; Revelation 3:7; Job 9:12

15 If He holds back the waters, there is drought. If He lets them loose, they flood the earth. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 17:1; Amos 4:7; Haggai 1:11

16 Strength and wisdom are His; both the deceived and the deceiver are under His control. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 21:30; Isaiah 28:29; 1 Corinthians 1:25

God Reverses Human Power

17 He leads counselors away stripped and makes judges look like fools. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 19:11; 2 Samuel 15:31; Isaiah 44:25

18 He loosens the bonds of kings and ties a cloth around their waists. 

 Cross References: Daniel 2:21; Psalm 105:20; Isaiah 45:1

19 He leads princes away barefoot and overthrows the mighty. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 40:23; Psalm 107:40; Daniel 4:17

20 He silences trusted advisors and removes the wisdom of the elders. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 3:2; Isaiah 29:14; Ecclesiastes 9:11

21 He pours out contempt on nobles and weakens the power of the strong. 

 Cross References: Psalm 107:40; Psalm 118:9; Isaiah 40:23

22 He uncovers deep things hidden in darkness and brings the shadow of death into the light. 

 Cross References: Daniel 2:22; 1 Corinthians 4:5; Psalm 139:12

God Rules Over Nations

23 He makes nations great and then destroys them. He enlarges nations and then scatters them. 

 Cross References: Daniel 2:21; Psalm 22:28; Isaiah 40:15

24 He strips the leaders of the earth of their understanding and causes them to wander in a pathless wilderness. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 19:13; Isaiah 29:14; Psalm 107:40

25 They grope in the dark without light. He makes them stagger like drunkards. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:29; Isaiah 59:10; John 1:5

Key Lessons from Job Chapter 12

•  1.  Sarcasm Reveals Job’s Pain – Job mocks his friends for their arrogant wisdom (vv. 2–3), revealing the sting of their shallow counsel. 

•  2.  The Righteous Are Often Mocked – Job speaks truth: those who walk with God can still be scorned (v. 4), even by those closest to them. 

•  3.  Injustice Exists in a Fallen World – Wicked people prosper while the righteous suffer (v. 

6), a reality that Job refuses to deny. 

•  4.  All Creation Testifies to God’s Power – The natural world reflects God’s hand in all life and breath (vv. 7–10), a poetic defense of divine sovereignty. 

•  5.  God Is the Source of True Wisdom – Job reminds his friends that wisdom isn’t confined to age or tradition—it belongs to God alone (vv. 13–16). 

•  6.  God Overrules Earthly Power – Whether kings, counselors, or nations, all rise and fall by God's hand (vv. 17–25), emphasizing His absolute rule. 

•  7.  God Works in Ways Beyond Our Understanding – Job speaks both in awe and fear, acknowledging that God’s decisions and plans are unsearchable. 

Job Chapter 13 – Crawford Standard Bible

Job’s Plea to Speak with God

Job Rebukes His Friends Again

1 “My eyes have seen all this. My ears have heard and understood it. 

 Cross References: Job 42:5; Job 19:27; Deuteronomy 29:2

2 What you know, I also know. I’m not beneath you in understanding. 

 Cross References: Job 12:3; Job 15:9; Proverbs 3:5

3 But I want to speak to the Almighty myself. I want to argue my case before God. 

 Cross References: Job 23:3; Job 31:35; Isaiah 1:18

4 But you are fabricators of lies; you are all worthless doctors. 

 Cross References: Job 16:2; Jeremiah 8:22; 2 Chronicles 16:12

5 If only you would shut your mouths— that would be your wisdom! 

 Cross References: Proverbs 17:28; Job 6:24; Ecclesiastes 3:7

6 Now listen to my argument; pay attention to what I say. 

 Cross References: Job 6:29; Job 33:1; Job 34:16

Job Accuses Them of Misrepresenting God

7 Will you speak wickedly on God’s behalf? Will you lie for Him? 

 Cross References: Job 42:7; Romans 3:8; Job 36:4

8 Will you show Him favoritism? Will you argue His case for Him? 

 Cross References: Leviticus 19:15; Job 32:21; James 2:9

9 Would it go well if He examined you? Could you deceive Him like you deceive a man? 

 Cross References: Psalm 139:1; Jeremiah 17:10; Hebrews 4:13

10 He will certainly correct you if you secretly show partiality. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 24:23; Job 32:21; Galatians 2:6

11 Wouldn’t His majesty terrify you? Wouldn’t His dread fall upon you? 

 Cross References: Job 31:23; Exodus 15:16; Hebrews 12:29

12 Your wise sayings are as fragile as ashes; your defenses are as weak as clay. 

 Cross References: Job 30:19; Isaiah 44:20; Lamentations 3:16

Job Prepares to Take His Stand

13 Be quiet now and leave me alone, so I can speak, no matter what happens to me. 

 Cross References: Job 21:5; Job 6:24; Habakkuk 2:20

14 Why should I take my life in my hands and risk it all? 

 Cross References: Judges 12:3; Psalm 119:109; Job 6:11

15 Though He slay me, yet I will trust Him. But I will still argue my ways before Him. 

 Cross References: Psalm 23:4; Romans 8:38; Habakkuk 3:18

16 This will be my salvation— that no godless person would dare come before Him. 

 Cross References: Psalm 27:1; Isaiah 12:2; Philippians 1:19

17 Listen carefully to what I say. Let my declaration ring in your ears. 

 Cross References: Job 33:1; Job 34:2; Proverbs 4:20

18 I have prepared my case; I know I will be vindicated. 

 Cross References: Job 23:4; Isaiah 50:8; Micah 7:9

19 Who will argue with me? For if I stay silent, I will die. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 50:8; Romans 8:33; Job 9:14

Job’s Prayer to God

20 Just do two things for me, O God, and I will not hide from You: Cross References: Job 9:34; Job 33:7; Psalm 39:10

21 Remove Your hand of punishment from me, and don’t terrify me with Your dread. 

 Cross References: Job 9:34; Psalm 39:10; Job 6:9

22 Then call me, and I will answer— or let me speak, and You reply. 

 Cross References: Job 14:15; Job 9:16; Jeremiah 33:3

23 How many are my sins and wrongdoings? Show me my sin and my guilt. 

 Cross References: Psalm 19:12; Psalm 51:3; 1 John 1:9

24 Why do You hide Your face from me and consider me Your enemy? 

 Cross References: Psalm 13:1; Psalm 44:24; Isaiah 59:2

25 Will You harass a windblown leaf? Will You chase after dry straw? 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:36; Psalm 103:15; Isaiah 41:14

26 You write bitter accusations against me and make me reap the sins of my youth. 

 Cross References: Job 7:3; Lamentations 3:5; Psalm 25:7

27 You fasten my feet in shackles, watch every step I take, and even mark out where my feet leave prints. 

 Cross References: Job 33:11; Acts 16:24; Jeremiah 20:2

28 Man wastes away like something rotten, like a garment eaten by moths.” 

 Cross References: Job 4:19; Psalm 39:11; Isaiah 51:8

Key Lessons from Job Chapter 13

•  1.  Job Longs to Speak Directly with God – He’s done arguing with friends who don’t understand. Job wants to present his case to God Himself (v. 3). 

•  2.  Empty Counsel Is Harmful – Job accuses his friends of lying and offering shallow advice, which only adds to his pain (vv. 4–5). 

•  3.  Misrepresenting God Is Dangerous – Job warns them not to speak falsely on God’s behalf; God sees through every falsehood and favoritism (vv. 7–10). 

•  4.  Faith Amid Suffering – “Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him” (v. 15) stands as one of the boldest declarations of trust in Scripture—even when Job doesn’t understand God’s actions. 

•  5.  Honest Prayer Is Welcomed by God – Job pours out his questions and confusion without hiding his heart. He longs for clarity and connection with the Lord (vv. 20–24). 

•  6.  God Knows Every Step – Even though Job feels targeted, he acknowledges God’s close watch over every move (v. 27), a humbling truth both in suffering and blessing. 

Job Chapter 14 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Man’s Frailty and the Finality of Death” 

Life Is Short and Full of Trouble

1 "Man, born of a woman, lives only a short time and is full of trouble. 

 Cross References: Psalm 90:10; James 4:14; Job 5:7

2 He comes forth like a flower and then is cut down; he flees like a shadow and does not last. 

 Cross References: Psalm 103:15; Isaiah 40:6; 1 Peter 1:24

3 Do You open Your eyes on such a fragile creature and bring me to judgment with You? 

 Cross References: Psalm 8:4; Psalm 144:3; Job 7:17

4 Who can bring something pure from something impure? No one. 

 Cross References: Psalm 51:5; John 3:6; Romans 5:12

Man’s Days Are Numbered

5 A person’s days are determined; You have numbered his months and set limits he cannot cross. 

 Cross References: Psalm 139:16; Acts 17:26; Psalm 31:15

6 So turn Your gaze from him and let him rest, so he may enjoy his day like a hired worker completing his shift. 

 Cross References: Job 7:16; Job 10:20; Psalm 39:13

Hope for a Tree—But Not for Man? 

7 There is hope for a tree: if it is cut down, it can sprout again, and its new shoots will not stop growing. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 6:13; Isaiah 11:1; Job 19:10

8 Even if its roots grow old in the ground and its stump dies in the soil, Cross References: Ezekiel 17:24; Psalm 1:3; Isaiah 40:24

9 at the scent of water it will bud and bring forth branches like a young plant. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 27:6; Psalm 1:3; Ezekiel 37:5

10 But a man dies and is laid low; he breathes his last—where is he? 

 Cross References: Ecclesiastes 3:20; Psalm 146:4; Genesis 3:19

11 As water disappears from a lake, and a river dries up and vanishes, Cross References: Isaiah 19:5; Job 6:15; Job 7:9

12 so a man lies down and does not rise. Until the heavens are no more, people will not awaken or be roused from their sleep. 

 Cross References: Daniel 12:2; 1 Thessalonians 4:16; Job 7:10

Job’s Hope in Resurrection

13 Oh, that You would hide me in the grave, conceal me until Your anger passes! Appoint me a set time and then remember me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 31:20; Isaiah 26:20; Revelation 6:9

14 If a man dies, will he live again? All the days of my service I will wait until my renewal comes. 

 Cross References: John 11:25; 1 Corinthians 15:22; Daniel 12:2

15 You will call, and I will answer; You will long for the work of Your hands. 

 Cross References: Job 13:22; Psalm 91:15; John 5:28

16 But for now, You count my steps and watch over my sin. 

 Cross References: Job 31:4; Psalm 139:2; Proverbs 5:21

17 My offenses are sealed up in a bag; You cover over my guilt. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:34; Hosea 13:12; Psalm 32:1

The Hopelessness of Man's Condition

18 Just as mountains crumble and fall, and rocks are moved from their place, Cross References: Micah 1:4; Nahum 1:5; Isaiah 40:4

19 and water wears away stones and torrents wash away the soil, so You destroy man’s hope. 

 Cross References: Job 19:10; Psalm 90:5; Ecclesiastes 1:4

20 You overpower him once for all, and he is gone. You change his appearance and send him away. 

 Cross References: Psalm 90:6; Job 4:20; Ecclesiastes 6:12

21 His sons may receive honor, but he doesn’t know it; they may be brought low, and he’s unaware. 

 Cross References: Ecclesiastes 9:5; Job 21:21; Ecclesiastes 2:18

22 He only feels the pain of his own body, and he mourns for himself alone.” 

 Cross References: Job 33:19; Psalm 38:3; Job 30:17

Key Lessons from Job Chapter 14

•  1.  Human Life Is Fragile and Brief – Job describes life as a fleeting flower or a vanishing shadow (vv. 1–2), reminding us that earthly life is temporary and vulnerable. 

•  2.  Only God Sets Our Boundaries – Our days, like our limitations, are set by God. We cannot extend our time beyond what He has appointed (v. 5). 

•  3.  Nature Has Renewal, but What About Man?  – Job observes that even trees can revive after being cut down, yet humans seem to die with no return (vv. 7–12). 

•  4.  A Glimpse of Resurrection Hope – In verses 13–15, Job longs for a future resurrection. He speaks of waiting for a “change” and answering God’s call beyond death—a profound statement of faith amid despair. 

•  5.  God Watches Every Step – Job feels as though God counts every move and holds onto his sins (v. 16), though later chapters will show a fuller view of grace and restoration. 

•  6.  Even the Strongest Fade – Mountains fall, rocks move, and even the most enduring things decay—just like the hope of man apart from God (vv. 18–19). 

•  7.  Grief Is Personal and Isolated – Job ends the chapter noting how death separates us from even the rise or fall of our loved ones. Only the body’s pain and the soul’s sorrow remain in the moment (vv. 21–22). 

Job Chapter 15 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Eliphaz’s Harsh Accusation: Wisdom or Wounding?” 

Eliphaz Questions Job’s Wisdom

1 Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered and said:

 Cross References: Job 4:1; Job 22:1; Job 2:11

2 “Should a wise man answer with empty knowledge and fill his belly with the hot east wind? 

 Cross References: Job 8:2; Proverbs 14:29; 1 Corinthians 3:19

3 Should he argue with useless talk or speeches that don’t help anyone? 

 Cross References: Titus 3:9; 2 Timothy 2:14; Proverbs 14:23

4 You are even hindering reverence for God and holding back prayer before Him. 

 Cross References: Psalm 36:1; Proverbs 1:7; Romans 3:18

5 Your own sin instructs your mouth, and your words come from a crafty tongue. 

 Cross References: Psalm 50:19; Luke 6:45; Matthew 12:34

6 Your own mouth condemns you—not I; your own lips testify against you. 

 Cross References: Luke 19:22; Job 9:20; Matthew 12:37

Eliphaz Accuses Job of Pride

7 Were you the first man ever born? Were you brought forth before the hills? 

 Cross References: Job 38:4; Proverbs 8:25; Isaiah 43:13

8 Have you listened in on God’s secret counsel? Do you limit wisdom to yourself? 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 23:18; Isaiah 40:13; Romans 11:34

9 What do you know that we don’t know? What understanding do you have that’s not available to us? 

 Cross References: Job 12:3; Job 13:2; 1 Corinthians 8:2

10 Both the gray-haired and the aged are with us—men older than your father. 

 Cross References: Job 32:6; Leviticus 19:32; Proverbs 16:31

11 Are God’s consolations not enough for you, or His words spoken gently to you? 

 Cross References: Job 4:5; 2 Corinthians 1:3; Isaiah 51:12

12 Why has your heart carried you away, and why do your eyes flash in anger, Cross References: Proverbs 4:23; James 1:14; Ecclesiastes 7:9

13 That you turn your spirit against God and allow such words to leave your mouth? 

 Cross References: Numbers 27:14; Isaiah 63:10; Acts 7:51

Man's Sinfulness and God’s Greatness

14 What is man, that he should be pure? Or one born of a woman, that he should be righteous? 

 Cross References: Job 4:17; Job 25:4; Psalm 143:2

15 Look, God doesn’t even trust His holy ones, and the heavens themselves are not pure in His eyes. 

 Cross References: Job 4:18; 2 Peter 2:4; Job 25:5

16 How much more detestable and corrupt is man, who drinks wickedness like water? 

 Cross References: Psalm 14:3; Romans 3:12; Titus 1:15

The Wicked Suffer in the End

17 “Listen to me and I will explain—let me declare what I’ve seen, Cross References: Job 32:10; Job 33:1; Proverbs 1:5

18 What wise men have passed down from their ancestors without hiding it, 

 Cross References: Proverbs 22:17; Deuteronomy 32:7; Psalm 78:3

19 To whom alone the land was given when no foreigner had yet invaded. 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:18; Numbers 33:53; Deuteronomy 4:38

20 The wicked man suffers pain all his days; the number of years stored up for the ruthless is unknown. 

 Cross References: Psalm 32:3; Proverbs 28:1; Deuteronomy 28:65

21 Terrifying sounds ring in his ears; in peace, the destroyer comes upon him. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:36; Psalm 53:5; Deuteronomy 28:66

22 He doesn’t believe he will return from darkness; a sword waits to take him down. 

 Cross References: Job 10:21; Psalm 88:6; Lamentations 3:6

23 He wanders around for food, saying, ‘Where is it?’ He knows that a day of darkness is near. 

 Cross References: Psalm 109:10; Lamentations 4:4; Job 18:12

24 Trouble and distress terrify him, overwhelming him like a king prepared for battle, Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:67; Psalm 55:4; Isaiah 21:4

25 Because he has raised his hand against God and dared to challenge the Almighty. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 45:9; Jeremiah 21:13; Romans 9:20

26 He charges at God defiantly, with a thick shield as if going into battle. 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:9; 2 Chronicles 36:13; Isaiah 48:4

The Fate of the Arrogant

27 Though he is covered in fat and his body is bloated with flesh, Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:15; Psalm 73:7; Psalm 17:10

28 He will live in desolate cities, in houses abandoned and crumbling into ruins. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 5:9; Zephaniah 2:9; Isaiah 34:13

29 He will no longer be rich; his wealth will not last, and his fortune will not spread across the land. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 23:5; Psalm 49:17; Luke 12:20

30 He will not escape the darkness; a flame will wither his branches, and he will be swept away by the breath of God. 

 Cross References: Job 18:18; Proverbs 20:20; Jude 1:13

31 Let him not trust in empty hopes—they will be his reward. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 59:4; Jeremiah 17:5; Psalm 62:10

32 It will all end before its time, and his branch will not flourish. 

 Cross References: Psalm 55:23; Ecclesiastes 7:17; Job 22:16

33 He will drop his unripe grapes like a vine and shed his blossoms like an olive tree. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 5:4; Jeremiah 8:13; Revelation 14:18

34 The company of hypocrites will be barren, and fire will consume the tents of those who accept bribes. 

 Cross References: Job 8:13; Matthew 23:33; Job 27:8

35 They conceive trouble, give birth to wickedness, and their womb prepares deceit.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 7:14; James 1:15; Hosea 8:7

Key Lessons from Job Chapter 15

•  1.  Words Without Compassion Wound Deeply – Eliphaz’s speech is full of assumptions and criticism, demonstrating how religious language can be misused to hurt rather than heal (vv. 1–

6). 

•  2.  Don’t Assume You Know Another’s Heart – Eliphaz accuses Job of arrogance and sin based on Job’s words, yet Job’s inner struggle is far deeper than Eliphaz understands (vv. 7–13). 

•  3.  All Humans Are Imperfect—But That’s Not Always the Cause of Suffering – Eliphaz’s theology that man is inherently unclean (vv. 14–16) is true, but his conclusion—that Job’s suffering proves guilt—is flawed. 

•  4.  The Prosperity of the Wicked Is Temporary – Eliphaz reiterates that wicked people are eventually judged (vv. 20–35), which is often true, but he wrongly applies it as a certainty to Job’s specific case. 

•  5.  Suffering Requires Compassion, Not Condemnation – Eliphaz fails to offer comfort or grace, turning God’s truth into a weapon rather than a balm. 

Job Chapter 16 – Crawford Standard Bible

"The Cry of a Wounded Soul" 

Job Calls His Friends Miserable Comforters

1 Then Job answered and said, 

 Cross References: Job 6:1; Job 12:1; Job 26:1

2 “I’ve heard all this before. You are miserable comforters—all of you. 

 Cross References: Job 13:4; Job 42:11; 2 Corinthians 1:4

3 Is there no end to your empty talk? What makes you keep on arguing? 

 Cross References: Job 8:2; Job 11:2; Proverbs 10:19

4 I could talk like you if our places were reversed. I could pile up words against you and shake my head at you. 

 Cross References: Psalm 41:5; Job 13:5; Psalm 69:20

5 But I would strengthen you with my words, and my comfort would ease your pain. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 50:4; Proverbs 12:18; 1 Thessalonians 5:11

Job Laments the Unrelenting Grief

6 If I speak, my grief isn’t relieved. And if I stay silent, it doesn’t help me either. 

 Cross References: Job 6:10; Jeremiah 20:9; Psalm 39:2

7 But now God has worn me out; You have devastated my whole household. 

 Cross References: Job 7:3; Lamentations 3:7; Psalm 88:8

8 You have shriveled me up—my appearance testifies against me. My thin frame is evidence of my suffering. 

 Cross References: Psalm 22:15; Job 17:7; Psalm 102:3

Job Feels Attacked by God and Men

9 In His anger, God tears at me—He hates me. He gnashes His teeth at me. My enemy glares at me with piercing eyes. 

 Cross References: Job 10:16; Lamentations 2:2; Hosea 6:1

10 People open their mouths wide at me. They slap my face in contempt and unite together against me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 22:13; Psalm 35:21; Matthew 27:39

11 God has handed me over to the wicked, and thrown me into the hands of the ungodly. 

 Cross References: Job 30:11; Psalm 71:4; Isaiah 53:6

12 I was living in peace, but He shattered me. He grabbed me by the neck and crushed me. He has made me His target. 

 Cross References: Job 29:2; Lamentations 3:11; Psalm 44:19

13 His archers surround me. He pierces my kidneys without mercy and spills my insides on the ground. 

 Cross References: Job 6:4; Lamentations 3:12; Psalm 38:2

14 He smashes me again and again, attacking like a warrior. 

 Cross References: Job 9:17; Psalm 42:7; Amos 4:9

Job's Outer Misery Reflects Inner Pain

15 I’ve sewn sackcloth into my skin and buried my dignity in the dust. 

 Cross References: Psalm 69:11; Isaiah 15:3; Genesis 37:34

16 My face is red with weeping, and deep darkness shadows my eyes—

 Cross References: Lamentations 1:16; Psalm 6:6; Jeremiah 14:17

17 Even though my hands have done no violence, and my prayer is sincere. 

 Cross References: Job 27:5; Isaiah 53:9; 1 Peter 2:22

Job Cries for Heavenly Justice

18 O earth, do not cover my blood! Let my cry never be silenced. 

 Cross References: Genesis 4:10; Isaiah 26:21; Ezekiel 24:7

19 Even now, my witness is in heaven; my advocate is on high. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 9:24; 1 John 2:1; Romans 8:34

20 My friends mock me, but I pour out tears to God. 

 Cross References: Psalm 35:15; Psalm 41:9; Job 19:19

21 Oh, that someone would argue on behalf of a man with God, as one pleads for a friend! 

 Cross References: Job 9:33; 1 Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 7:25

22 For my few remaining years will soon pass, and I will walk the path of no return. 

 Cross References: Job 10:21; Ecclesiastes 12:7; 2 Samuel 12:23

Key Lessons from Job Chapter 16

•  1.  Empty Words Can Deepen Wounds – Job rebukes his friends for their harsh, unhelpful counsel. Their theology lacked empathy, and their presence became more painful than comforting (vv. 1–5). 

•  2.  Grief That Finds No Relief – Job is trapped in emotional and physical anguish that no words, silence, or support can seem to resolve (v. 6). 

•  3.  Feeling Attacked by God – Job expresses deep pain, feeling as though God has turned on him violently. Though his theology isn’t perfect here, it is raw and honest (vv. 7–14). 

•  4.  The God Who Sees the Injustice – Job maintains his innocence. Though misunderstood by people and feeling abandoned by God, he believes his record is kept in heaven (vv. 17–19). 

•  5.  We All Need an Advocate Before God – Job yearns for someone to plead his case before God. This cry for a mediator foreshadows the role of Christ, who now intercedes for us (v. 21; cf. 

1 Timothy 2:5). 

Job Chapter 17 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Hope Fading in the Shadows” 

Job Sees Death Approaching

1 My breath is weak, my days are nearly over, and the grave is ready for me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 88:3; Job 7:6; Psalm 31:9

2 Surely mockers surround me, and my eyes watch their constant insults. 

 Cross References: Job 12:4; Psalm 22:7; Psalm 35:15

3 Give me a pledge with You, O God—who else will shake hands with me in agreement? 

 Cross References: Job 16:19; Hebrews 7:22; Psalm 119:122

4 You’ve closed their minds to understanding, so You will not let them triumph. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 6:9; Romans 11:8; 2 Corinthians 4:4

Job Feels Dishonored and Alone

5 Anyone who flatters his friends will see his own children’s eyes fail. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 29:5; Psalm 12:2; Jeremiah 9:8

6 God has made me a public proverb; people spit when they see me. 

 Cross References: Job 30:9; Psalm 44:14; Deuteronomy 28:37

7 My eyes are swollen from grief, and my body is but a shadow. 

 Cross References: Psalm 6:7; Psalm 31:9; Lamentations 5:17

Truth Still Stirs the Upright

8 The upright are shocked at all this; the innocent are stirred to stand against the godless. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 18:16; Psalm 73:15; Ezra 9:3

9 Yet the righteous will hold firmly to their way, and those with clean hands will grow stronger and stronger. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 4:18; Philippians 1:6; Psalm 84:7

Job Mourns His Broken Plans

10 But as for you, return and try again—because I can’t find a single wise man among you. 

 Cross References: Job 6:29; Job 12:2; Isaiah 5:21

11 My days are over. My plans—my heart’s dreams—are crushed. 

 Cross References: Psalm 31:10; Psalm 90:9; Ecclesiastes 9:6

12 They turn night into day, saying, “Light is near,” but darkness still overwhelms me. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 5:20; John 3:19; 1 Thessalonians 5:5

Job’s Hope Crumbles into the Grave

13 If I wait, the grave will be my home. I’ll spread out my bed in the darkness. 

 Cross References: Psalm 49:14; Job 30:23; Ecclesiastes 12:5

14 I’ll say to decay, “You are my father,” and to the worms, “You are my mother and my sister.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 16:10; Job 21:26; Acts 13:35

15 Where then is my hope? Who can see any hope left for me? 

 Cross References: Job 6:11; Lamentations 3:18; Proverbs 13:12

16 It will go down with me to the grave. We’ll lie together in the dust. 

 Cross References: Job 38:17; Isaiah 38:10; Jonah 2:6

Key Lessons from Job Chapter 17

•  1.  Grief Can Cloud Hope – Job’s spirit is crushed, and his suffering has pushed him to the edge of despair. He feels that death is his only rest (vv. 1, 11–16). 

•   Even in deep suffering, the human soul craves relief and longs for peace. 

•  2.  God Is the Only Trustworthy Witness – Job turns to God for assurance, knowing that no man around him can offer true support (v. 3). 

•   When human support fails, God remains the One who understands. 

•  3.  Suffering Can Bring Isolation – Job was once respected, but now he is mocked, spit upon, and seen as a cautionary tale. His pain has made him an outcast (vv. 2, 6–7). 

•   Hard times may change how people treat you—but not how God values you. 

•  4.  The Righteous Keep Going – Despite the darkness, Job still recognizes that the righteous will keep going and grow stronger (v. 9). 

•   Spiritual integrity is not dependent on circumstances but on trusting God's character. 

•  5.  Despair Is Real—But Not Final – Job's reflections are filled with hopelessness, but the very act of expressing his grief shows he still longs to be heard (vv. 13–16). 

•   Even in despair, there is a silent cry for God to step in. 

Job Chapter 18 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Fate of the Wicked” 

Bildad Rebukes Job Again

1 Then Bildad the Shuhite replied:

 Cross References: Job 8:1; Job 25:1; Job 2:11

2 "How long until you stop talking? Let us speak when you’re done. 

 Cross References: Job 8:2; Job 16:3; Job 19:2

3 Why do you treat us like animals, and regard us as stupid in your eyes? 

 Cross References: Psalm 73:22; Ecclesiastes 3:18; Psalm 49:20

4 You tear yourself apart in your anger. Should the earth be abandoned for your sake? Should the rocks be moved to suit you? 

 Cross References: Job 5:2; Proverbs 19:3; Job 36:13

The Darkness Awaiting the Wicked

5 The light of the wicked will be snuffed out; the flame of his fire will not shine. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 13:9; Proverbs 24:20; Job 21:17

6 The light in his home will grow dark, and the lamp beside him will be extinguished. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 20:20; Job 15:30; Jeremiah 25:10

7 His strong steps will become weak, and his own plans will bring him down. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 4:12; Job 5:12; Psalm 9:15

8 For his own feet lead him into a net, and he walks right into a trap. 

 Cross References: Psalm 9:15; Psalm 35:8; Proverbs 29:6

9 A snare grabs him by the heel; a trap seizes him. 

 Cross References: Psalm 140:5; Jeremiah 18:22; Psalm 69:22

10 A noose lies hidden in the ground, a trap lies in his path. 

 Cross References: Psalm 64:5; Psalm 141:9; Proverbs 22:5

The Terror and Destruction of the Godless

11 Terrors stalk him on every side and chase him at every step. 

 Cross References: Job 15:21; Psalm 73:19; Deuteronomy 28:65

12 His strength fades from hunger, and calamity stands ready to attack him. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:48; Psalm 109:24; Isaiah 3:1

13 Disease consumes his skin; the firstborn of death devours his limbs. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 14:30; Revelation 6:8; Psalm 91:6

14 He is torn from the safety of his tent and marched before the king of terrors. 

 Cross References: Job 8:14; Proverbs 10:28; Job 27:8

15 Fire will live in his tent, though it is no longer his; burning sulfur will be scattered on his home. 

 Cross References: Job 15:28; Isaiah 13:20; Zephaniah 2:9

16 His roots will dry up below, and his branches will wither above. 

 Cross References: Job 8:12; Malachi 4:1; Psalm 37:2

Total Erasure of the Wicked

17 His memory will vanish from the earth; no one will remember his name in the streets. 

 Cross References: Psalm 34:16; Psalm 109:13; Proverbs 10:7

18 He will be driven from light into darkness and chased out of the world. 

 Cross References: Job 10:21; Matthew 8:12; Matthew 25:30

19 He will have no children or descendants among his people—no survivor where he once lived. 

 Cross References: Job 27:14; Psalm 37:28; Isaiah 14:20

20 People of the west will be appalled at what happens to him; people of the east will be horrified. 

 Cross References: Job 21:6; Ezekiel 32:10; Jeremiah 19:8

21 Surely this is the fate of the wicked—this is the place of the one who does not know God." 

 Cross References: Job 8:22; Psalm 37:35; Proverbs 3:33

Key Lessons from Job Chapter 18

•  1.  Sin Sets Its Own Trap – Bildad claims that the wicked fall into the very snares they set or stumble by their own schemes (vv. 7–10). 

•   Unrepentant sin is self-destructive; it ensnares the one who practices it. 

•  2.  God Judges the Godless – Bildad describes terrifying images of judgment and isolation for those who reject God (vv. 11–21). 

•   A life without God ends in ruin—physically, spiritually, and eternally. 

•  3.  Bildad Misapplies Truth – While Bildad speaks of real principles of divine judgment, he wrongly applies them to Job’s suffering. 

•   Truth without compassion becomes a weapon. Discernment is key in comforting the afflicted. 

•  4.  The Righteous Must Not Be Confused with the Wicked – Bildad assumes Job’s suffering equals guilt. But Job’s affliction isn’t punishment—it’s a test. 

•   We must be slow to judge someone else’s suffering as God's rejection. 

Job Chapter 19 – Crawford Standard Bible

“My Redeemer Lives” 

Job Rebukes His Friends’ Cruelty

1 Then Job replied:

 Cross References: Job 12:1; Job 16:1; Job 21:1

2 “How long will you torment me and crush me with your words? 

 Cross References: Psalm 6:3; Psalm 13:1; Job 16:2

3 You’ve insulted me ten times already—do you feel no shame in mistreating me? 

 Cross References: Genesis 31:7; Numbers 14:22; Job 16:20

4 Even if I’ve made a mistake, that mistake is mine alone. 

 Cross References: Psalm 19:12; Ecclesiastes 7:20; 1 John 1:8

5 But if you keep trying to prove yourselves better than me and blame me for my suffering, Cross References: Job 12:4; Psalm 35:26; Obadiah 1:12

6 Then know this: God is the one who has wronged me and trapped me in His net. 

 Cross References: Lamentations 3:7; Job 6:4; Lamentations 3:9

Job Feels Forsaken by God

7 I cry out, ‘Violence!’ but get no response; I shout for help, but there’s no justice. 

 Cross References: Habakkuk 1:2; Lamentations 3:8; Psalm 22:2

8 God has blocked my path so I can’t move forward. He’s covered my road in darkness. 

 Cross References: Lamentations 3:7; Hosea 2:6; Job 3:23

9 He stripped away my honor and removed the crown from my head. 

 Cross References: Lamentations 5:16; Psalm 89:39; Job 29:20

10 He tears me down from all sides until I’m gone. He uproots my hope like a tree. 

 Cross References: Job 30:15; Job 14:7; Proverbs 11:7

11 His anger burns against me. He considers me His enemy. 

 Cross References: Job 13:24; Psalm 88:16; Lamentations 2:3

12 His troops surround me; they build up ramps to attack and camp all around my home. 

 Cross References: Job 6:4; Job 10:17; Lamentations 3:5

Job Is Rejected by Everyone

13 My relatives stay far from me; my friends have abandoned me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 38:11; Psalm 88:8; Psalm 69:8

14 My family is gone, and my closest companions have forgotten me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 27:10; Psalm 38:11; Micah 7:5

15 My guests and servants treat me like a stranger; they see me as a foreigner. 

 Cross References: Job 31:31; Psalm 69:8; Luke 15:19

16 I call my servant, but he doesn’t answer—though I beg him. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 7:13; Isaiah 65:12; Job 30:20

17 My breath is offensive to my wife; my own family finds me repulsive. 

 Cross References: Job 17:1; Psalm 38:11; Job 6:15

18 Even little children despise me; when I rise, they mock me. 

 Cross References: Job 30:1; Job 30:9; Psalm 8:2

19 All my close friends hate me; those I loved have turned against me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 41:9; Psalm 55:12; John 13:18

20 I’m nothing but skin and bones—I barely escaped with my life. 

 Cross References: Psalm 102:5; Lamentations 4:8; Psalm 22:17

A Plea for Compassion

21 Have mercy on me, have mercy, my friends, for God’s hand has struck me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 142:4; Lamentations 1:12; Job 6:14

22 Why do you pursue me as God does? Haven’t you already done enough to me? 

 Cross References: Psalm 69:26; Zechariah 1:15; Psalm 35:15

A Declaration of Hope in His Redeemer

23 Oh, how I wish my words were written down, recorded in a book—

 Cross References: Isaiah 30:8; Jeremiah 30:2; Habakkuk 2:2

24 Engraved forever in stone with an iron chisel and lead! 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 17:1; Deuteronomy 27:2; Isaiah 4:3

25 But I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end He will stand on the earth. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 59:20; 1 Corinthians 15:20; Revelation 1:18

26 And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God. 

 Cross References: 1 Corinthians 15:42; Philippians 3:21; Daniel 12:2

27 I will see Him for myself—yes, I will see Him with my own eyes. I am overwhelmed with longing. 

 Cross References: Psalm 17:15; 1 John 3:2; 1 Corinthians 13:12

A Warning to His Accusers

28 If you say, ‘Why should we keep persecuting him, since the root of his trouble lies within him?’

 Cross References: Proverbs 26:2; 1 Peter 3:16; Psalm 109:2

29 Then be afraid of the sword yourselves. For wrath brings the punishment of the sword, so that you may know there is judgment.” 

 Cross References: Hebrews 10:27; Ecclesiastes 11:9; Romans 2:5

Key Lessons from Job Chapter 19

•  1.  Words Can Deepen Wounds – Job’s friends did not comfort him; their harsh words crushed him further (vv. 2–3). 

•   Be slow to speak and quick to listen when someone is suffering (James 1:19). 

•  2.  Isolation Adds to Suffering – Job laments that everyone—from family to servants—has rejected him (vv. 13–20). 

•   Suffering often feels loneliest when those closest to us pull away. Compassion matters. 

•  3.  Hope Can Rise from Despair – In the middle of anguish, Job proclaims: “I know that my Redeemer lives” (v. 25). 

•   No matter the darkness, a living Redeemer gives us unshakable hope. 

•  4.  A Resurrection Is Coming – Job expresses confidence that even after death, he will see God with his own eyes (vv. 26–27). 

•   Job glimpses the promise of resurrection—a truth fulfilled in Christ (1 Corinthians 15:52–  53). 

•  5.  God Will Judge All – Job warns his friends not to be quick to condemn, for God is a just Judge (v. 29). 

•   We are accountable not only for our actions but also our assumptions. 

Job Chapter 20 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Fate of the Wicked” 

Zophar Responds: A Quick Reply Fueled by Indignation

1 Then Zophar the Naamathite replied:

 Cross References: Job 11:1; Job 2:11; Job 42:9

2 “My troubled thoughts force me to speak; I can’t stay silent. 

 Cross References: Job 32:18; Jeremiah 20:9; Psalm 39:3

3 I’ve heard your rebuke and insult, and my understanding urges me to answer. 

 Cross References: Job 19:3; Psalm 44:16; Job 13:6

The Short-Lived Triumph of the Wicked

4 Don’t you know this has always been true, since humanity was first placed on the earth—

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:32; Job 8:8; Psalm 78:2

5 That the triumph of the wicked is short, and the joy of the godless lasts only a moment? 

 Cross References: Psalm 37:35; Psalm 73:18; Proverbs 24:19

6 Though he may rise as high as the heavens, and his head may touch the clouds, Cross References: Obadiah 1:4; Isaiah 14:13; Amos 9:2

7 He will perish forever like his own waste. Those who knew him will ask, ‘Where did he go?’

 Cross References: Psalm 37:20; Psalm 1:4; Malachi 4:1

8 He’ll vanish like a dream, never found again—chased away like a fleeting night vision. 

 Cross References: Psalm 73:20; Psalm 90:5; Isaiah 29:7

9 The eye that once saw him will see him no more; his home will know him no longer. 

 Cross References: Job 7:8; Job 7:10; Psalm 37:10

Poison Within and No Lasting Gain

10 His children will beg from the poor, and he’ll be forced to return the wealth he stole. 

 Cross References: Job 27:14; Proverbs 13:22; Exodus 20:5

11 His bones are still filled with the sins of his youth; those sins lie down with him in the grave. 

 Cross References: Psalm 25:7; Job 33:19; Psalm 90:8

12 Though evil tasted sweet in his mouth—though he held it under his tongue, Cross References: Proverbs 9:17; Proverbs 20:17; Psalm 36:2

13 Though he cherished it and refused to let it go—

 Cross References: Proverbs 5:3; Proverbs 4:16; Romans 6:23

14 That sweetness will turn sour inside him; it will become snake venom in his stomach. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 20:17; Proverbs 23:31; Revelation 10:9

15 He swallowed down riches, but God will make him vomit them out—He will drag them from his belly. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 23:8; Ecclesiastes 5:13; Luke 12:20

16 He will suck the poison of serpents; a viper’s tongue will kill him. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:33; Psalm 140:3; Romans 3:13

No Enjoyment of His Labor

17 He will never enjoy the rivers of prosperity, the streams of honey and cream. 

 Cross References: Psalm 36:8; Joel 3:18; Exodus 3:8

18 He must give back what he gained through labor; he will not be allowed to enjoy it. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 13:22; Ecclesiastes 2:26; Ecclesiastes 5:13

19 For he oppressed the poor and left them destitute; he seized houses he did not build. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 22:16; Amos 4:1; James 5:4

20 Because he was never content, he will never have peace—he will not hold on to any of his gains. 

 Cross References: Ecclesiastes 5:12; Isaiah 57:20; Proverbs 1:19

21 Nothing is left for him to consume; so no one will treasure what he once owned. 

 Cross References: Job 18:19; Psalm 109:9; Luke 12:20

22 Even when he has plenty, distress will come upon him—every hand will turn against him. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 30:8; Deuteronomy 8:12; 1 Timothy 6:9

God’s Wrath Will Overcome the Wicked

23 Just as he’s about to fill his stomach, God will unleash His fury, raining it down upon him while he eats. 

 Cross References: Psalm 78:30; Numbers 11:33; Romans 1:18

24 He may run from an iron weapon, but a bronze-tipped arrow will strike him through. 

 Cross References: Amos 5:19; Isaiah 24:18; Jeremiah 48:44

25 It will pierce him and come out of his back—the glittering point coming out of his insides. Terror grips him. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:41; Psalm 7:12; Ezekiel 21:9

His Secret Sins Exposed

26 Complete darkness hides his treasures; an unkindled fire will consume him. Disaster awaits those left in his tent. 

 Cross References: Psalm 11:6; Nahum 1:6; Malachi 4:1

27 The heavens will expose his sin; the earth will rise up to testify against him. 

 Cross References: Genesis 4:10; Isaiah 26:21; Luke 12:2

28 The wealth of his household will be swept away in the day of God’s anger. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 11:28; Jeremiah 17:11; Job 27:16

29 This is the fate God assigns to the wicked—the inheritance appointed to him by the Almighty.” 

 Cross References: Job 27:13; Psalm 11:6; Psalm 73:27

Key Lessons from Job Chapter 20

•  1.  Evil Enjoyment Is Temporary – Zophar insists the wicked may prosper briefly, but it won’t last (vv. 5–9). 

•   Sin often promises sweetness, but it turns to poison in the end (Proverbs 5:3–5). 

•  2.  Riches Gained Through Oppression Will Be Lost – Ill-gotten wealth will be vomited out, returned, or destroyed (vv. 10–18). 

•   True wealth is not measured in possessions but in righteousness and generosity. 

•  3.  God’s Judgment Is Unavoidable – Even at the height of comfort, God’s wrath can strike suddenly (vv. 22–23). 

•   The judgment of God cannot be outrun or avoided—repentance is the only escape (Romans 2:5–6). 

•  4.  Sin Leaves a Lasting Legacy – The consequences of sin may follow a person to the grave and affect their descendants (vv. 11, 10, 27). 

•   Sin may be hidden from man, but it is never hidden from God (Hebrews 4:13). 

•  5.  God Sees What the World Cannot – Even if the world exalts someone temporarily, God sees through deceit and pride (vv. 6, 27). 

•   Man looks at the outward appearance, but God looks at the heart (1 Samuel 16:7). 

Job Chapter 21 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Prosperity of the Wicked” 

Job Rebukes His Friends for Their Empty Comfort

1 Then Job replied:

 Cross References: Job 3:2; Job 6:1; Job 9:1

2 “Please listen carefully to what I’m saying; let this be your comfort to me. 

 Cross References: Job 13:6; Job 33:1; James 1:19

3 Bear with me while I speak—then you can keep mocking if you must. 

 Cross References: Job 13:5; Job 16:4; Job 12:4

4 Is my complaint directed to humans? Why shouldn’t I be impatient? 

 Cross References: Job 7:11; Psalms 142:2; Job 9:2

5 Look at me and be shocked! Put your hand over your mouth in silence. 

 Cross References: Job 40:4; Job 29:9; Judges 18:19

6 When I think about this, I tremble. My whole body shakes with fear. 

 Cross References: Job 3:25; Psalms 55:5; Habakkuk 3:16

The Wicked Seem to Prosper in This Life

7 Why do the wicked live long lives, growing old and powerful? 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 12:1; Psalms 73:3; Malachi 3:15

8 They see their children flourish around them, and their descendants thrive. 

 Cross References: Psalms 17:14; Psalms 49:11; Job 18:19

9 Their homes are peaceful and secure, and God’s rod of judgment does not strike them. 

 Cross References: Psalms 73:5; Psalms 73:12; Malachi 3:15

10 Their bulls mate without failure, and their cows calve without miscarriage. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 7:13; Psalms 144:13; Exodus 23:26

11 They send their children out like joyful flocks, and their kids dance with laughter. 

 Cross References: Psalms 128:3; Psalms 127:3; Zechariah 8:5

12 They sing to the tambourine and harp, and they rejoice to the sound of the flute. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 5:12; Amos 6:5; Genesis 31:27

13 They spend their lives in prosperity and die suddenly, without suffering. 

 Cross References: Psalms 73:19; Luke 12:20; Psalms 37:35

14 Yet they say to God, ‘Leave us alone! We don’t want to know Your ways.’

 Cross References: Job 22:17; Matthew 8:34; Romans 1:28

15 ‘Who is the Almighty, that we should serve Him? What benefit do we get from praying to Him?’

 Cross References: Exodus 5:2; Malachi 3:14; Job 34:9

16 But everything they have isn’t really under their control. The thinking of the wicked is far from me. 

 Cross References: Psalms 1:1; Job 22:18; Psalms 26:4

Job Questions the Timing of Judgment

17 How often is the lamp of the wicked snuffed out? How often does destruction suddenly come upon them? God deals out pain in His anger—

 Cross References: Job 18:5; Proverbs 13:9; Psalms 37:2

18 They are like straw blown by the wind, like chaff swept away by a storm. 

 Cross References: Psalms 1:4; Psalms 35:5; Isaiah 17:13

19 Some say God stores up a wicked man’s punishment for his children. But let Him punish the man himself, so he knows what he’s done! 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:5; Job 27:14; Jeremiah 31:30

20 Let him see his own destruction and drink the wrath of the Almighty himself. 

 Cross References: Psalms 75:8; Isaiah 51:17; Revelation 14:10

21 For what does he care about his family after he’s dead, when his life is over and done? 

 Cross References: Ecclesiastes 2:18; Psalms 49:17; Luke 12:20

God Alone Judges All – Not Man

22 Can anyone teach knowledge to God—He who judges even the highest beings? 

 Cross References: Isaiah 40:14; Romans 11:34; Job 36:22

23 One person dies in full strength, completely peaceful and secure—

 Cross References: Job 5:26; Psalms 73:4; Genesis 25:8

24 His body well-fed and his bones full of marrow. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 3:8; Job 33:25; Psalms 63:5

25 Another dies in bitterness, never enjoying anything good. 

 Cross References: Job 3:20; Proverbs 14:10; Isaiah 38:15

26 But both are buried in the dust, and worms cover them just the same. 

 Cross References: Job 17:14; Ecclesiastes 9:2; Isaiah 14:11

Job Challenges Their Assumptions About the Wicked

27 “Look, I know what you’re thinking. You’re plotting how to condemn me. 

 Cross References: Job 6:27; Job 19:5; Matthew 9:4

28 You say, ‘Where is the house of the great man now? Where is the tent of the wicked?’

 Cross References: Job 18:21; Job 20:7; Psalms 37:36

29 Haven’t you asked travelers who’ve seen the world? Don’t you recognize their stories—

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:32; Job 12:7; Job 12:8

30 That the wicked are often spared in times of disaster, held back for the day of judgment? 

 Cross References: Proverbs 16:4; 2 Peter 2:9; Romans 2:5

31 Who dares confront them about their actions? Who pays them back for their wrongs? 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 25:14; Ezekiel 3:18; Psalms 9:12

32 Yet they are carried to the grave with honor; their tombs remain undisturbed. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 53:9; Matthew 27:60; Ecclesiastes 8:10

33 The soil of the valley feels soft upon them, and many follow them to their resting place, as countless others have before. 

 Cross References: Genesis 49:29; Ecclesiastes 12:5; Isaiah 14:18

34 So how can your words comfort me? Your answers are nothing but lies.” 

 Cross References: Job 16:2; Job 13:4; Zechariah 10:2

Key Lessons from Job Chapter 21

•  1.  The Wicked Often Prosper in This Life – Job rejects the idea that wickedness always leads to quick judgment (vv. 7–13). 

•   Prosperity in life is not always a sign of divine favor or righteousness (Psalm 73:3–5). 

•  2.  God’s Judgment Is Not Always Immediate – Wicked people may appear secure for a time, but that does not mean God is unaware (vv. 17–21). 

•   God may delay judgment for His own purposes (Ecclesiastes 8:11). 

•  3.  No One Can Instruct God in Justice – Job reminds his friends that God alone sees the full picture and judges rightly (v. 22). 

•   “Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” (Genesis 18:25)

•  4.  Death Comes to All, Regardless of Circumstance – Both the joyful and the bitter end up in the same grave (vv. 23–26). 

•   The common fate of death reminds us that life’s value isn’t in wealth but in how we live before God (Hebrews 9:27). 

•  5.  False Comforts Do More Harm Than Good – Job exposes the hypocrisy and emptiness in his friends’ answers (vv. 27–34). 

•   True comfort listens, loves, and speaks truth in compassion (2 Corinthians 1:3–4). 

Job Chapter 22 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Eliphaz’s Final Accusation and Call to Repentance” 

Eliphaz Accuses Job of Hidden Sin

1 Then Eliphaz the Temanite replied:

 Cross References: Job 4:1; Job 15:1; Job 42:7

2 “Can a person be of any real benefit to God? Even a wise person is only helpful to himself. 

 Cross References: Psalms 16:2; Luke 17:10; Romans 11:35

3 Does the Almighty gain anything if you are righteous? Does it profit Him if your conduct is blameless? 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 18:23; Job 35:7; Psalms 50:12

4 Is God correcting you because He fears you? Is He taking you to court over nothing? 

 Cross References: Hebrews 12:6; Job 35:6; Proverbs 3:12

5 Isn’t your wickedness great? Aren’t your sins without limit? 

 Cross References: Job 11:6; Job 4:7; Psalms 143:2

6 You’ve taken security from your own relatives for nothing. You stripped people of their clothing, leaving them naked. 

 Cross References: Exodus 22:26; Deuteronomy 24:13; Ezekiel 18:12

7 You refused water to the thirsty and withheld food from the hungry. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 58:7; Matthew 25:42; Proverbs 25:21

8 Though you had power and influence, you misused it to your own advantage. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 5:8; Micah 2:2; Ecclesiastes 5:8

9 You sent widows away empty-handed and crushed the arms of orphans. 

 Cross References: Exodus 22:22; Isaiah 1:17; Isaiah 1:23

10 That’s why you’re surrounded by traps, and sudden fear overwhelms you. 

 Cross References: Job 18:10; Proverbs 22:22; Proverbs 22:23

11 That’s why darkness blinds you, and a flood of troubles covers you. 

 Cross References: Job 18:18; Exodus 10:22; Psalms 18:11

Eliphaz Misrepresents God’s Justice

12 Isn’t God high in the heavens? Look how high the stars are above you! 

 Cross References: Psalms 113:5; Isaiah 57:15; Psalms 103:11

13 But you say, ‘What does God know? Can He judge through such thick clouds?’

 Cross References: Psalms 73:11; Psalms 94:7; Ezekiel 8:12

14 Thick clouds hide Him from view, and He walks the circle of the sky without seeing what happens below. 

 Cross References: Psalms 97:2; Job 36:29; Psalms 18:11

He Warns Job Not to Follow the Path of the Wicked

15 Will you continue walking the old path that evil men have taken? 

 Cross References: Genesis 6:5; Genesis 6:12; 2 Peter 2:5

16 They were swept away before their time. Their foundations were washed away by a flood. 

 Cross References: Genesis 7:23; Genesis 7:11; 2 Peter 3:6

17 They said to God, ‘Leave us alone!’ and, ‘What can the Almighty do to us?’

 Cross References: Job 21:14; Matthew 8:34; Job 34:9

18 Yet it was God who had filled their homes with good things. But I want nothing to do with the plans of the wicked. 

 Cross References: Job 21:16; Luke 12:19; Deuteronomy 8:12

19 The righteous see their fall and rejoice; the innocent mock them, saying, Cross References: Psalms 52:6; Psalms 58:10; Revelation 19:2

20 ‘See, our enemies are destroyed, and fire has consumed what they left behind.’

 Cross References: Psalms 37:20; Job 20:26; Malachi 4:1

Eliphaz’s Call to Repent and Be Restored

21 “Submit to God, and you will have peace. Then good things will come to you. 

 Cross References: 2 Corinthians 5:20; Isaiah 27:5; Romans 5:1

22 Listen to His instruction and store His words in your heart. 

 Cross References: Psalms 119:11; Deuteronomy 11:18; Proverbs 2:1

23 If you return to the Almighty, you’ll be restored. Remove all wickedness from your house. 

 Cross References: Malachi 3:7; James 4:8; Zechariah 1:3

24 Give up your lust for gold and treat it like dust—like stones from the brook. 

 Cross References: Job 31:24; Matthew 6:19; 1 Timothy 6:17

25 Then the Almighty will be your treasure, your precious silver. 

 Cross References: Psalms 16:5; Psalms 73:25; Lamentations 3:24

26 You will take delight in the Almighty and will lift up your face to God. 

 Cross References: Psalms 37:4; Isaiah 58:14; Psalms 43:4

27 You will pray to Him, and He will hear you. You will fulfill your promises to Him. 

 Cross References: Psalms 66:19; Psalms 116:14; John 9:31

28 You will make decisions, and they will succeed. Light will shine on your path. 

 Cross References: Job 11:17; Psalms 112:4; Proverbs 4:18

29 When people are brought low and humbled, you will say, ‘There is lifting up!’ and God will save the humble. 

 Cross References: James 4:6; Proverbs 29:23; 1 Peter 5:5

30 Even the guilty will be rescued; they will be delivered because your hands are clean.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 18:26; Ezekiel 22:30; Psalms 24:4

Key Lessons from Job Chapter 22

•  1.  Man’s Righteousness Doesn’t Benefit God but Honors Him – Eliphaz wrongly suggests that being righteous gains nothing with God (vv. 2–3). 

•   But Scripture shows that God delights in those who walk uprightly (Psalm 147:11). 

•  2.  False Accusations Can Wound Deeply – Eliphaz invents sins Job never committed, attacking his character without evidence (vv. 5–9). 

•   We must be cautious not to judge others’ hearts without clear cause (Matthew 7:1–2). 

•  3.  The Wicked May Prosper Briefly, but Not Forever – Eliphaz reminds Job of past judgments on the ungodly, referencing the flood (vv. 15–20). 

•   But unlike Eliphaz’s claim, not all suffering comes from sin (John 9:1–3). 

•  4.  There’s Always Hope in Turning Back to God – Eliphaz’s call to repentance is harsh in tone but contains a universal truth: God welcomes the penitent (vv. 21–30). 

•   “Return to Me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord (Malachi 3:7). 

•  5.  God Hears the Humble and Rescues the Broken – Eliphaz’s closing remarks unintentionally point to the beauty of grace for the repentant (vv. 26–30). 

•   “He saves the humble, but brings low those whose eyes are haughty” (Psalm 18:27). 

Job Chapter 23 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Longing for God’s Presence and Justice” 

Job Expresses His Deep Desire to Meet with God

1 Then Job replied:

 Cross References: Job 12:1; Job 16:1; Job 19:1

2 “Even today my complaint is bitter. My suffering is more than I can express with groaning. 

 Cross References: Job 6:2; Psalms 39:2; Job 30:17

3 Oh, how I wish I knew where to find Him—so I could go directly to His throne! 

 Cross References: Job 9:11; Job 13:3; Psalms 42:1

4 I would lay out my case before Him and present my arguments in full. 

 Cross References: Job 13:18; Job 9:19; Isaiah 1:18

5 I would listen to what He would say to me and try to understand His response. 

 Cross References: Job 38:1; Job 13:22; Jeremiah 33:3

6 Would He use His great power to crush me? No. He would give me a fair hearing. 

 Cross References: Job 9:34; Isaiah 41:10; 2 Corinthians 12:9

7 There an upright person could present his case to Him, and I would be forever acquitted by my Judge. 

 Cross References: Job 13:15; Romans 8:1; Psalms 32:1

Job Feels God Is Hidden but Trusts His Purposes

8 “I go forward, but He isn’t there. I go backward, but I can’t find Him. 

 Cross References: Job 9:11; Psalms 139:7; Lamentations 3:8

9 I search on the left hand, where He is at work, but I do not see Him. I turn to the right, but I cannot perceive Him. 

 Cross References: Job 9:11; Psalms 10:1; Isaiah 45:15

10 But He knows the way I take; and when He tests me, I will come out as pure as gold. 

 Cross References: Psalms 66:10; 1 Peter 1:7; Zechariah 13:9

11 I have stayed on His path; I’ve followed His steps and not turned aside. 

 Cross References: Psalms 17:5; Psalms 44:18; Proverbs 4:26

12 I have not disobeyed His commands; I treasure His words more than my daily bread. 

 Cross References: Psalms 119:11; Jeremiah 15:16; Matthew 4:4

God’s Sovereignty Both Comforts and Frightens Job

13 “But once He has made up His mind, who can turn Him back? Whatever He desires, He does. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 14:27; Psalms 33:11; Daniel 4:35

14 So He will carry out His plan for me—and many such plans He has in store. 

 Cross References: Psalms 138:8; Philippians 1:6; Isaiah 46:10

15 That’s why I’m terrified in His presence; when I think about it, I am filled with fear. 

 Cross References: Habakkuk 3:16; Exodus 3:6; Psalms 119:120

16 God has made my heart weak; the Almighty has left me shaken. 

 Cross References: Job 30:16; Psalms 22:14; Deuteronomy 28:65

17 Yet He didn’t allow me to die before this darkness came. He didn’t hide this suffering from me.” 

 Cross References: Job 3:10; Job 6:9; Jeremiah 20:17

Key Lessons from Job Chapter 23

•  1.  God Welcomes Honest Conversation – Job longs to plead his case before God, not with arrogance, but with a desire to be understood (vv. 3–5). 

•   We can boldly approach God’s throne with our questions (Hebrews 4:16). 

•  2.  God Doesn’t Crush the Righteous – Job is convinced that if he could stand before God, he wouldn’t be condemned but strengthened (v. 6). 

•   “A bruised reed He will not break” (Isaiah 42:3). 

•  3.  God Often Feels Hidden in the Darkness – Job searches for God but cannot find Him, even though he knows God is working (vv. 8–9). 

•   God’s silence is not absence—He is always near, even when unseen (Psalm 139:7–10). 

•  4.  Faith Clings to God’s Goodness Amid Trials – Job holds onto integrity and obedience, confident that his suffering will purify him like gold (v. 10). 

•   Trials refine our faith, producing perseverance (James 1:2–4). 

•  5.  God’s Sovereignty Is Both a Mystery and a Comfort – Job is afraid of God’s unstoppable will, yet finds rest in knowing God is still in control (vv. 13–14). 

•   “Our God is in the heavens; He does whatever pleases Him” (Psalm 115:3). 

•  6.  Darkness Doesn’t Always Mean Judgment – Job realizes he was not cut off before the darkness came—God allowed it, not to destroy him, but to shape him (v. 17). 

•   “Even the darkness is not dark to You” (Psalm 139:12). 

Job Chapter 24 – Crawford Standard Bible

“When the Wicked Seem to Prosper” 

Why Doesn’t God Judge the Wicked Immediately? 

1 Why doesn’t the Almighty set times for justice? Why do those who know Him never see His days of judgment? 

 Cross References: Ecclesiastes 8:11; Habakkuk 1:2; 2 Peter 3:9

The Oppression of the Poor and Helpless

2 Some people move boundary markers and steal flocks to feed themselves. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 19:14; Proverbs 22:28; Hosea 5:10

3 They take the donkey of an orphan and seize a widow’s ox as collateral. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 24:17; Exodus 22:22; Isaiah 1:23

4 They push the needy off the road, and the poor of the land hide together in fear. 

 Cross References: Amos 5:12; Isaiah 10:2; Proverbs 22:22

5 The poor are like wild donkeys in the desert—they scavenge for food for themselves and their children in the wilderness. 

 Cross References: Job 39:5; Psalms 104:21; Psalms 104:11

6 They harvest grain in fields that aren’t theirs and glean in the vineyards of the wicked. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 24:19; Leviticus 19:9; Isaiah 5:8

7 They spend the night naked, without clothing, exposed to the cold. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 24:13; Job 31:19; Isaiah 58:7

8 They are soaked by mountain rains and cling to rocks for shelter. 

 Cross References: Lamentations 4:5; Job 30:3; Hebrews 11:38

The Exploitation of the Vulnerable

9 Some snatch orphans from their mother’s arms and take the poor as collateral. 

 Cross References: Exodus 22:26; Isaiah 1:23; Deuteronomy 24:17

10 They leave the poor naked and hungry, even taking the last sheaf of grain from them. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 58:7; James 2:15; Amos 8:6

11 The oppressed crush olives in the groves and tread grapes in the winepresses—yet go thirsty. 

 Cross References: Micah 6:15; Deuteronomy 28:39; Amos 5:11

12 From the city, people groan; the wounded cry out for help, yet God does not seem to bring judgment. 

 Cross References: Exodus 2:23; Ecclesiastes 4:1; Habakkuk 1:3

The Willful Darkness of the Wicked

13 These people rebel against the light. They don’t recognize its ways or stay on its paths. 

 Cross References: John 3:19; Proverbs 2:13; John 3:20

14 The murderer rises early to kill the poor and needy, and at night, he becomes a thief. 

 Cross References: Psalms 10:8; Psalms 94:6; Jeremiah 7:9

15 The adulterer waits for twilight, thinking, “No one will see me,” and covers his face. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 7:9; Proverbs 7:8; Proverbs 9:17

16 In the dark, they break into houses they marked earlier in the day. They want nothing to do with the light. 

 Cross References: Matthew 24:43; Job 38:15; John 3:20

17 Morning is like deep darkness to them—they are deeply afraid of being exposed. 

 Cross References: Job 3:5; Amos 5:8; Jeremiah 13:16

The Short-Lived Rise and Certain Fall of the Wicked

18 The wicked are as fleeting as water. Their portion is cursed in the land; they avoid the paths of the vineyards. 

 Cross References: Hosea 10:7; Psalms 1:4; Psalms 58:7

19 Just as drought and heat consume melted snow, the grave consumes those who sin. 

 Cross References: Psalms 49:14; Ecclesiastes 9:10; Job 14:12

20 The womb forgets them, the worms feast on them, they are no longer remembered. Wickedness breaks like a rotten tree. 

 Cross References: Job 18:17; Psalms 109:13; Proverbs 10:7

21 The wicked mistreat barren women and show no kindness to widows. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 1:17; Deuteronomy 27:19; Malachi 3:5

22 But God uses His power to remove the mighty; when He rises up, no one feels safe. 

 Cross References: Job 34:20; Psalms 76:12; Daniel 4:37

23 God may allow them to feel secure for a moment, but He watches everything they do. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 15:3; 2 Chronicles 16:9; Psalms 33:13

24 They are exalted briefly, then gone—brought low, like crops cut down and gathered. 

 Cross References: Psalms 37:35; Psalms 92:7; Isaiah 40:7

25 And if this is not true, then who can prove me wrong or make my words worthless?” 

 Cross References: Job 13:19; Job 27:5; Job 6:25

Key Lessons from Job Chapter 24

•  1.  Injustice May Seem Unpunished Now—but Not Forever Job laments that the wicked seem to thrive without judgment (v. 1), but he also shows that God’s justice often comes in ways and timing beyond our understanding. 

•   “The Lord is slow to anger but great in power” (Nahum 1:3). 

•  2.  God Sees Every Oppressive Act From theft to mistreatment of orphans and widows, Job names injustice with painful precision (vv. 2–12). 

•   “He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow” (Deuteronomy 10:18). 

•  3.  The Wicked Love Darkness Over Light Job describes criminals who hate the light and do evil in secret, echoing the truth that sin thrives in darkness (vv. 13–17). 

•   “Everyone who does evil hates the light” (John 3:20). 

•  4.  The End of the Wicked Is Certain, Though Delayed Though the wicked rise for a season, their fall is assured (vv. 18–24). 

•   “Do not fret because of evildoers… they will soon fade like the grass” (Psalm 37:1–2). 

•  5.  Faithfulness Doesn’t Always Mean Immediate Reward Job points out the injustice that faithful people suffer while wicked people prosper. He challenges a shallow view of divine reward and punishment. 

•   “We walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7). 

Job Chapter 25 – Crawford Standard Bible

“God’s Greatness and Man’s Smallness” 

God Is Supreme, and Man Is Unclean

1 Then Bildad the Shuhite responded:

 Cross References: Job 8:1; Job 18:1; Job 42:9


A Warning Against Idolatry

8 “Listen, My people, while I give you a warning. 

O Israel, if only you would listen to Me! 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:4; Psalm 50:7; Isaiah 1:2

9 You must never have a foreign god among you; 

you must not bow down to a strange god. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:3; Deuteronomy 5:7; Psalm 44:20

10 For I am the Lord your God, 

who brought you out of the land of Egypt. 

Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:2; Psalm 34:8; Isaiah 55:1

The Rebellion of Israel

11 But My people would not listen to My voice. 

Israel would not have anything to do with Me. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 30:9; Jeremiah 7:24; Judges 2:17

12 So I gave them over to follow their stubborn hearts, 

to walk in their own advice. 

 Cross References: Romans 1:24; Acts 7:42; Deuteronomy 29:19

13 Oh, that My people would listen to Me, 

that Israel would walk in My ways! 

 Cross References: Isaiah 48:18; Deuteronomy 5:29; Luke 19:42

14 I would quickly defeat their enemies

and turn My hand against their adversaries. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:30; Leviticus 26:8; Psalm 66:3

15 Those who hate the Lord would bow before Him, 

and their punishment would last forever. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 33:29; Psalm 18:44; Micah 7:17

16 But I would have fed them with the finest wheat, 

and satisfied them with honey from the rock.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:14; Psalm 147:14; Psalm 63:5

Key Lessons from Psalm 81

•  Worship Is a Command – God calls His people to celebrate Him with songs, music, and joy. 

•  God Rescues His People – He delivered Israel from Egypt and still hears the cries of His people in trouble. 

•  Idolatry Brings Separation – Turning to false gods leads to emptiness and wandering in our own stubborn ways. 

•  Obedience Brings Blessing – If God’s people would listen, He promises victory, provision, and satisfaction. 

•  Christ, the True Rock – The “honey from the rock” points us to Christ, the Rock from whom living water and eternal satisfaction flow. 

Psalm 82 – Crawford Standard Bible

“God Judges the Earth” 

God’s Judgment on Unjust Rulers

1 God stands in the assembly of the mighty; 

He judges among the rulers. 

 Cross References: John 10:34; Exodus 22:8; Deuteronomy 1:17

2 “How long will you hand down unjust decisions

and show favoritism to the wicked?” Selah. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 19:15; Proverbs 24:23; Deuteronomy 16:19

3 “Defend the poor and the fatherless. 

Give justice to the afflicted and needy. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 1:17; Deuteronomy 10:18; Proverbs 31:9

4 Rescue the weak and helpless. 

Deliver them from the power of the wicked.” 

 Cross References: Proverbs 24:11; Psalm 72:4; Job 29:12

The Failure of Corrupt Judges

5 But they know nothing and do not understand. 

They walk around in darkness. 

The foundations of the earth are shaken. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 44:18; Psalm 11:3; John 12:35

6 I said, “You are gods, 

all of you children of the Most High. 

 Cross References: John 10:34; Exodus 4:16; Exodus 7:1

7 But you will die like mere men, 

and fall like any other ruler.” 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 28:8; Isaiah 14:12; Job 34:19

A Plea for God’s Rule

8 Rise up, O God, and judge the earth, 

for all nations belong to You. 

 Cross References: Psalm 96:13; Psalm 2:8; Revelation 11:15

Key Lessons from Psalm 82

•  God Holds Leaders Accountable – Those in authority must judge fairly, protect the weak, and defend the needy. 

•  Injustice Weakens Society – When rulers act unjustly, the very foundations of life and order are shaken. 

•  Earthly Power Is Temporary – Even those called “gods” or mighty rulers are still mortal and will face judgment. 

•  God Is the True Judge – Human authority fails, but God alone will rise to judge all nations. 

•  Christ the Judge – This psalm points ahead to Jesus, who will return to rule with justice and inherit all nations. 

Psalm 83 – Crawford Standard Bible

“A Prayer Against God’s Enemies” 

A Cry for God’s Action

1 O God, do not stay silent. 

Do not hold Your peace or remain still, O God. 

 Cross References: Psalm 28:1; Psalm 35:22; Isaiah 62:1

2 For look—Your enemies make an uproar. 

Those who hate You lift up their heads in defiance. 

 Cross References: Psalm 74:23; Psalm 2:1; Psalm 3:1

3 They plot against Your people, 

and conspire against those You protect. 

 Cross References: Psalm 64:2; Esther 3:6; Proverbs 12:2

4 They say, “Come, let us destroy them as a nation, 

so that the name of Israel is remembered no more.” 

 Cross References: Esther 3:13; Exodus 1:10; Zechariah 12:9

5 With one mind they make plans together; 

they form an alliance against You. 

 Cross References: Psalm 2:2; Nehemiah 4:8; Acts 4:26

The Alliance of Nations

6 The tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites, 

Moab and the Hagrites; 

 Cross References: Genesis 25:13; Genesis 19:37; 1 Chronicles 5:10

7 Gebal, Ammon, and Amalek, 

the Philistines with the people of Tyre; 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 27:9; Judges 3:13; Amos 1:9

8 Even Assyria has joined them, 

strengthening the descendants of Lot. Selah. 

 Cross References: Genesis 19:38; 2 Kings 15:19; Numbers 24:22

A Plea for God’s Judgment

9 Do to them as You did to the Midianites, 

as to Sisera and Jabin at the Kishon River, 

 Cross References: Judges 7:22; Judges 4:15; Judges 5:21

10 who perished at Endor, 

and became like manure for the ground. 

 Cross References: Judges 4:16; Jeremiah 8:2; 2 Kings 9:37

11 Make their nobles like Oreb and Zeeb, 

all their princes like Zebah and Zalmunna, 

 Cross References: Judges 7:25; Judges 8:21; Judges 8:3

12 who said, “Let us seize the pasturelands of God for ourselves.” 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 36:2; Psalm 2:8; Joel 3:2

A Prayer for Their Defeat

13 O my God, make them like tumbleweed, 

like chaff blown away by the wind. 

 Cross References: Psalm 1:4; Isaiah 17:13; Job 21:18

14 As fire burns through a forest, 

as flames set mountains ablaze, 

 Cross References: Isaiah 9:18; Joel 2:3; Jeremiah 21:14

15 so pursue them with Your storm, 

terrify them with Your whirlwind. 

 Cross References: Job 9:17; Nahum 1:3; Psalm 58:9

16 Cover their faces with shame, 

so that they may seek Your name, O Lord. 

 Cross References: Psalm 74:21; Jeremiah 3:25; Daniel 9:7

17 Let them be disgraced and terrified forever. 

Let them be put to shame and perish, 

 Cross References: Psalm 6:10; Psalm 35:26; Isaiah 41:11

18 so that they will know You alone—

whose name is the Lord (Jehovah)—

are the Most High over all the earth. 

 Cross References: Psalm 46:10; Exodus 9:14; Psalm 97:9

Key Lessons from Psalm 83

•  God’s Enemies Oppose His People – To fight against Israel or the Church is to stand against God Himself. 

•  Nations May Unite Against God – Even when the world forms alliances, their power cannot overcome the Lord. 

•  God’s Past Deliverance Is a Pattern – Just as He defeated Israel’s enemies before, He will act again in His time. 

•  Judgment Leads to Recognition – When God humbles the proud, it reveals His glory to all nations. 

•  The Lord Alone Is Supreme – Jehovah is the Most High over all the earth, and every enemy will ultimately bow before Him. 

Psalm 84 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Longing for the House of the Lord” 

The Beauty of God’s Dwelling Place

1 How lovely is Your dwelling place, 

O Lord of Heaven’s Armies! 

 Cross References: Psalm 27:4; Psalm 43:3; Psalm 26:8

2 My soul longs, yes, even faints, 

for the courts of the Lord. 

My heart and my flesh cry out

for the living God. 

 Cross References: Psalm 42:1; Psalm 63:1; Psalm 119:81

3 Even the sparrow finds a home, 

and the swallow builds a nest for herself

where she may raise her young—

a place near Your altars, 

O Lord of Heaven’s Armies, my King and my God. 

 Cross References: Matthew 8:20; Psalm 102:7; Luke 12:6

4 Blessed are those who dwell in Your house; 

they are always praising You. Selah. 

 Cross References: Psalm 65:4; Psalm 23:6; Revelation 7:15

The Strength of Pilgrims

5 Blessed is the one whose strength is in You, 

whose heart is set on the path to Zion. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 35:8; Psalm 122:1; Proverbs 16:9

6 As they pass through the Valley of Baca, 

they make it a place of springs; 

the autumn rains also cover it with pools. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 41:18; Isaiah 35:7; Joel 2:23

7 They go from strength to strength, 

till each one appears before God in Zion. 

 Cross References: 2 Corinthians 3:18; Proverbs 4:18; Isaiah 40:31

A Prayer for God’s Favor

8 O Lord God of Heaven’s Armies, hear my prayer; 

listen, O God of Jacob. Selah. 

 Cross References: Psalm 5:1; Psalm 55:1; 1 Kings 8:28

9 Look upon our shield, O God; 

look with favor on the face of Your anointed one. 

 Cross References: Psalm 89:18; Psalm 47:9; 2 Chronicles 6:42

The Blessings of God’s Presence

10 A single day in Your courts

is better than a thousand anywhere else. 

I would rather be a doorkeeper

in the house of my God

than live in the tents of the wicked. 

 Cross References: Psalm 27:4; Philippians 1:23; Psalm 122:1

11 For the Lord God is our sun and our shield; 

the Lord gives grace and glory. 

No good thing does He withhold

from those who walk uprightly. 

 Cross References: Malachi 4:2; Psalm 34:10; Romans 8:32

12 O Lord of Heaven’s Armies, 

blessed is the one who trusts in You. 

 Cross References: Psalm 2:12; Jeremiah 17:7; Proverbs 16:20

Key Lessons from Psalm 84

•  God’s Presence Is Our Joy – True happiness is found in being near the Lord, more than anywhere else on earth. 

•  Even the Small Find a Place – Just as sparrows and swallows find a home at God’s altar, so all who seek Him are welcomed. 

•  Strength Comes from the Journey – Those who trust in God grow stronger as they walk through trials toward His presence. 

•  A Day with God Is Better than a Lifetime Without Him – Nothing compares to dwelling near the Lord, even in the humblest position. 

•  God Gives Grace and Glory – The Lord withholds no good thing from those who live in obedience and trust Him fully. 

Psalm 85 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Revive Us Again” 

God’s Past Favor

1 Lord, You have been kind to Your land; 

You restored the fortunes of Jacob. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 30:18; Deuteronomy 30:3; Psalm 126:1

2 You forgave the guilt of Your people; 

You covered all their sins. Selah. 

 Cross References: Psalm 32:1; Romans 4:7; Micah 7:19

3 You set aside all Your wrath

and turned from Your fierce anger. 

 Cross References: Psalm 78:38; Numbers 25:11; Jonah 3:9

A Plea for Restoration

4 Restore us again, O God of our salvation; 

stop being angry with us. 

 Cross References: Psalm 80:19; Lamentations 5:21; Psalm 79:8

5 Will You be angry with us forever? 

Will You carry Your wrath on to all generations? 

 Cross References: Psalm 79:5; Psalm 89:46; Isaiah 57:16

6 Will You not revive us again, 

so that Your people may rejoice in You? 

 Cross References: Habakkuk 3:2; Psalm 71:20; Psalm 138:7

7 Show us Your mercy, O Lord, 

and grant us Your salvation. 

 Cross References: Psalm 90:14; Psalm 106:4; Isaiah 63:9

God’s Promise of Peace

8 I will listen to what God the Lord says. 

He promises peace to His people, His faithful ones—

but let them not return to foolish ways. 

 Cross References: Numbers 6:26; John 14:27; Proverbs 26:11

9 Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him, 

that His glory may dwell in our land. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 46:13; Psalm 145:18; Isaiah 60:19

10 Mercy and truth meet together; 

righteousness and peace kiss each other. 

 Cross References: Psalm 89:14; Isaiah 32:17; Hosea 2:19

11 Truth springs up from the earth, 

and righteousness looks down from heaven. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 45:8; Psalm 36:5; Isaiah 61:11

Blessing and Righteousness

12 Yes, the Lord will give what is good, 

and our land will yield its harvest. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:4; Psalm 67:6; Ezekiel 34:27

13 Righteousness goes before Him

and prepares the way for His steps. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 58:8; Psalm 89:14; Psalm 40:2

Key Lessons from Psalm 85

•  God Restores His People – He has shown mercy in the past and delights in forgiving sin. 

•  Revival Comes Through God – Renewal and joy flow when God turns His face toward His people again. 

•  Peace Is God’s Promise – He speaks peace to His people, but they must not return to sin. 

•  God’s Character Is Perfect Harmony – Mercy and truth, righteousness and peace, all meet in Him. 

•  Christ Fulfills This Psalm – In Jesus, God’s mercy and truth unite, and through Him comes revival, righteousness, and lasting peace. 

Psalm 86 – Crawford Standard Bible

“A Prayer for Mercy and Help” 

A Cry for God’s Mercy

1 Bend down and listen to me, Lord; 

for I am poor and needy. 

 Cross References: Psalm 40:17; Psalm 70:5; 2 Kings 19:16

2 Protect my life, for I am devoted to You. 

Save Your servant who trusts in You—

You are my God. 

 Cross References: Psalm 25:20; Psalm 116:6; Psalm 31:23

3 Be merciful to me, O Lord, 

for I call to You all day long. 

 Cross References: Psalm 57:1; Psalm 51:1; Psalm 88:1

4 Bring joy to Your servant, 

for to You, Lord, I lift up my soul. 

 Cross References: Psalm 25:1; Psalm 143:8; Nehemiah 8:10

God’s Character of Mercy

5 For You, Lord, are good and ready to forgive; 

You are full of mercy to all who call on You. 

 Cross References: Psalm 100:5; Exodus 34:6; Psalm 145:9

6 Hear my prayer, O Lord; 

listen to my cry for help. 

 Cross References: Psalm 17:1; Psalm 55:1; Psalm 143:1

7 In the day of my trouble I will call on You, 

for You will answer me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 50:15; Psalm 77:2; Jeremiah 33:3

The Greatness of God

8 Among the gods there is none like You, O Lord; 

no deeds can compare with Yours. 

 Cross References: Exodus 15:11; Psalm 89:6; Deuteronomy 3:24

9 All the nations You made

will come and worship before You, Lord; 

they will glorify Your name. 

 Cross References: Psalm 22:27; Revelation 15:4; Isaiah 66:23

10 For You are great and do wonderful things; 

You alone are God. 

 Cross References: Psalm 72:18; Psalm 136:4; Isaiah 45:5

A Prayer for Guidance

11 Teach me Your way, O Lord, 

that I may walk in Your truth. 

Give me an undivided heart

to fear Your name. 

 Cross References: Psalm 25:4; Psalm 27:11; Jeremiah 32:39

12 I will praise You, O Lord my God, 

with all my heart; 

I will glorify Your name forever. 

 Cross References: Psalm 9:1; Psalm 111:1; Psalm 30:12

13 For great is Your mercy toward me; 

You have delivered my soul

from the depths of the grave. 

 Cross References: Psalm 103:4; Psalm 30:3; Jonah 2:6

A Plea for Deliverance

14 O God, arrogant people rise against me; 

a band of violent men seek my life, 

and they do not consider You. 

 Cross References: Psalm 54:3; Psalm 27:12; Psalm 17:9

15 But You, O Lord, 

are a God full of compassion and grace, 

slow to anger, rich in mercy and truth. 

 Cross References: Exodus 34:6; Joel 2:13; Nehemiah 9:17

16 Turn to me and have mercy on me; 

give Your strength to Your servant; 

save the son of Your handmaid. 

 Cross References: Psalm 25:16; Psalm 116:16; Psalm 27:9

17 Show me a sign of Your goodness, 

so that my enemies may see it and be put to shame. 

For You, Lord, have helped me

and comforted me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 41:11; Isaiah 7:11; Psalm 6:10

Key Lessons from Psalm 86

•  God Hears the Needy – The Lord bends down to listen to those who are poor, weak, and desperate. 

•  God Is Forgiving and Merciful – He is always ready to forgive and full of compassion toward all who call on Him. 

•  God Is Greater than All – No false god or human work can compare with His greatness and wonders. 

•  A United Heart Is Needed – To walk in God’s truth requires an undivided heart, wholly devoted to Him. 

•  God Comforts His Servants – Even in the face of enemies, the Lord gives help, strength, and signs of His goodness. 

Psalm 87 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The City of God” 

God’s Love for Zion

1 The foundation of the Lord’s city

is set on the holy mountains. 

 Cross References: Psalm 48:1; Isaiah 14:32; Psalm 78:68

2 The Lord loves the gates of Zion

more than all the dwellings of Jacob. 

 Cross References: Psalm 132:13; Zechariah 2:12; Isaiah 60:14

3 Glorious things are spoken of you, 

O city of God. Selah. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 60:1; Revelation 21:10; Psalm 48:8

The Nations and Zion

4 “I will mention Egypt and Babylon

among those who know Me; 

look—Philistia, Tyre, and Ethiopia:

‘This one was born there.’” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 19:25; Isaiah 45:14; Zephaniah 3:10

5 And it will be said of Zion, 

“This and that one were born in her, 

and the Most High Himself will establish her.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 44:5; Galatians 4:26; Psalm 48:8

6 The Lord will record, 

when He writes up the peoples:

“This one was born there.” Selah. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 4:3; Ezekiel 13:9; Luke 10:20

The Joy of God’s City

7 Both singers and musicians will say, 

“All my fountains of joy are in You.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 36:9; John 4:14; Isaiah 12:3

Key Lessons from Psalm 87

•  God Has Chosen Zion – The Lord established Jerusalem as His holy dwelling and delights in it above all other places. 

•  Zion Welcomes the Nations – People from every land, even former enemies, will one day be counted as citizens of God’s city. 

•  Our Identity Is in God’s City – To be “born in Zion” is to belong to the people of God and share in His covenant blessings. 

•  God Records His People – The Lord Himself writes the names of those who belong to Him. 

•  True Joy Is Found in God’s Presence – Like springs of living water, all our joy flows from being rooted in God’s dwelling place. 

Psalm 88 – Crawford Standard Bible

“A Cry from the Depths of Darkness” 

A Cry of Desperation

1 O Lord, God of my salvation, 

I cry out to You day and night. 

 Cross References: Psalm 22:2; Lamentations 2:18; Luke 18:7

2 Let my prayer come before You; 

turn Your ear to my cry. 

 Cross References: Psalm 102:2; Psalm 79:11; Psalm 130:2

3 For my soul is overwhelmed with troubles, 

and my life draws near to the grave. 

 Cross References: Job 7:11; Psalm 107:18; Jonah 2:2

4 I am counted among those who go down to the pit. 

I am like a man without strength, 

 Cross References: Psalm 28:1; Isaiah 38:18; Ezekiel 32:24

5 left for dead, 

like the slain lying in the grave, 

whom You remember no more, 

for they are cut off from Your care. 

 Cross References: Job 3:17; Ecclesiastes 9:5; Isaiah 53:8

The Weight of God’s Wrath

6 You have put me in the lowest pit, 

in the darkest depths. 

 Cross References: Lamentations 3:55; Psalm 69:2; Jonah 2:6

7 Your anger lies heavy upon me; 

You overwhelm me with all Your waves. Selah. 

 Cross References: Psalm 42:7; Job 6:4; Psalm 38:2

8 You have taken my closest friends from me

and made me repulsive to them. 

I am trapped and cannot escape. 

 Cross References: Job 19:13; Psalm 31:11; Job 30:10

9 My eyes are dim with grief. 

Every day I call to You, O Lord; 

I lift up my hands to You. 

 Cross References: Job 17:7; Psalm 143:6; Lamentations 2:11

Questions from the Grave

10 Do You show wonders to the dead? 

Do the departed rise up to praise You? Selah. 

 Cross References: Psalm 6:5; Isaiah 38:18; Psalm 115:17

11 Is Your love declared in the grave, 

or Your faithfulness in the place of destruction? 

 Cross References: Job 26:6; Proverbs 15:11; Psalm 30:9

12 Are Your wonders known in the darkness, 

or Your righteousness in the land of forgetfulness? 

 Cross References: Ecclesiastes 9:10; Job 10:22; Psalm 143:3

Abandoned in Suffering

13 But I cry to You for help, O Lord; 

in the morning my prayer comes before You. 

 Cross References: Psalm 5:3; Psalm 130:6; Psalm 57:8

14 Lord, why do You reject me? 

Why do You hide Your face from me? 

 Cross References: Psalm 44:24; Psalm 13:1; Job 13:24

15 From my youth I have suffered and been close to death; 

I am in despair under the weight of Your terrors. 

 Cross References: Job 6:4; Psalm 55:4; Lamentations 3:19

16 Your fierce anger has swept over me; 

Your terrors have destroyed me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 90:7; Job 16:12; Psalm 38:2

17 They surround me daily like a flood; 

they have completely engulfed me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 22:16; Psalm 40:12; Lamentations 3:5

18 You have taken from me friend and neighbor; 

darkness is my only companion. 

 Cross References: Job 19:19; Psalm 38:11; Job 30:26

Key Lessons from Psalm 88

•  Even in Darkness, God Hears – Though the psalmist feels abandoned, his prayer still rises to God, showing faith in the midst of despair. 

•  Life Is Fragile – The psalm reminds us of our mortality and the weight of suffering in this fallen world. 

•  God’s Wrath Is Real – Sin carries consequences, and sometimes the psalmist felt God’s judgment pressing down like waves. 

•  Loneliness and Grief Are Part of the Human Condition – Friends may fail and darkness may surround us, but God remains. 

•  A Foreshadowing of Christ – This psalm echoes the suffering of Jesus, who bore God’s wrath, was abandoned by His friends, and descended into the depths so that we would never be forsaken. 

Psalm 89 – Crawford Standard Bible

“God’s Covenant with David” 

God’s Faithfulness Praised

1 I will sing of the Lord’s unfailing love forever; 

with my mouth I will make Your faithfulness known to all generations. 

 Cross References: Psalm 59:16; Psalm 145:4; Lamentations 3:23

2 For I have said, “Your mercy will last forever; 

Your faithfulness is as secure as the heavens.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 36:5; Psalm 119:89; Psalm 57:10

3 The Lord said, “I have made a covenant with My chosen one; 

I have sworn to David My servant:

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 7:12; Psalm 132:11; Jeremiah 33:21

4 ‘I will establish your offspring forever

and build up your throne for all generations.’” Selah. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 7:13; Luke 1:32; Isaiah 9:7

The Greatness of God

5 The heavens praise Your wonders, O Lord, 

Your faithfulness too, in the assembly of the holy ones. 

 Cross References: Psalm 19:1; Psalm 148:3; Psalm 149:1

6 For who in the heavens can compare with the Lord? 

Who among the heavenly beings is like the Lord? 

 Cross References: Exodus 15:11; Psalm 71:19; Isaiah 40:25

7 God is greatly feared in the council of the holy ones, 

and revered by all who surround Him. 

 Cross References: Psalm 76:7; Psalm 111:9; Habakkuk 2:20

8 O Lord God of Heaven’s Armies, who is mighty like You, Lord? 

Your faithfulness surrounds You. 

 Cross References: Psalm 24:10; Isaiah 40:26; Jeremiah 32:18

9 You rule the raging of the sea; 

when its waves rise, You still them. 

 Cross References: Mark 4:39; Psalm 65:7; Psalm 107:29

10 You crushed Egypt like a corpse; 

with Your strong arm You scattered Your enemies. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 51:9; Psalm 74:14; Job 26:12

11 The heavens are Yours, and the earth also is Yours; 

the world and everything in it—You founded them. 

 Cross References: Psalm 24:1; Psalm 50:12; Genesis 1:1

12 You created the north and the south; 

Mount Tabor and Mount Hermon sing for joy at Your name. 

 Cross References: Psalm 133:3; Psalm 74:17; Judges 4:6

13 Your arm is mighty; 

strong is Your hand, exalted is Your right hand. 

 Cross References: Exodus 15:6; Psalm 98:1; Isaiah 62:8

14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; mercy and truth go before You. 

 Cross References: Psalm 97:2; Psalm 85:10; Hosea 2:19

15 Blessed are the people who know the joyful sound; 

they walk in the light of Your presence, O Lord. 

 Cross References: Numbers 10:10; Psalm 4:6; Numbers 6:25

16 In Your name they rejoice all day long; 

in Your righteousness they are exalted. 

 Cross References: Psalm 20:5; Isaiah 45:25; Philippians 3:3

17 For You are the glory of their strength; by Your favor our power is lifted high. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:2; 1 Samuel 2:1; Psalm 92:10

18 For the Lord is our shield; 

the Holy One of Israel is our King. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 41:14; Psalm 84:9; Isaiah 43:15

God’s Covenant with David

19 Long ago You spoke in a vision to Your faithful one and said:

“I have given help to a warrior; 

I have exalted one chosen from among the people. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 16:12; 2 Samuel 7:8; Psalm 78:70

20 I have found David My servant; 

with My holy oil I have anointed him. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 16:1; 1 Samuel 16:13; Acts 13:22

21 My hand will be with him, 

and My arm will strengthen him. 

 Cross References: Psalm 80:17; Isaiah 41:10; 1 Samuel 18:12

22 No enemy will outwit him; 

no wicked person will oppress him. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 7:10; Psalm 27:2; 2 Samuel 3:18

23 I will crush his foes before him

and strike down those who hate him. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:37; 2 Samuel 8:1; Psalm 132:18

24 My faithfulness and My mercy will be with him, 

and in My name his power will be exalted. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 2:10; Psalm 18:50; Luke 1:69

25 I will extend his rule from the sea to the rivers. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 4:21; Psalm 72:8; Zechariah 9:10

26 He will call out to Me, ‘You are my Father, 

my God, the Rock of my salvation.’

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 7:14; Psalm 18:2; Hebrews 1:5

27 And I will make him My firstborn, 

the highest of the kings of the earth. 

 Cross References: Colossians 1:15; Revelation 1:5; Exodus 4:22

28 I will maintain My mercy to him forever, and My covenant with him will never fail. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 7:15; Isaiah 55:3; Psalm 111:5

29 I will establish his line forever, 

and his throne as enduring as the days of heaven. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 7:16; Luke 1:33; Daniel 7:14

30 If his children forsake My law

and do not walk according to My judgments, 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 7:14; Psalm 119:1; 1 Kings 9:4

31 if they break My statutes

and do not keep My commands, 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:15; Nehemiah 9:29; 1 Kings 9:6

32 then I will punish their sins with the rod

and their iniquity with blows. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 12:14; Lamentations 3:39; Proverbs 3:12

33 But I will not take My mercy from him

nor betray My faithfulness. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 54:10; Romans 11:29; Lamentations 3:22

34 I will not break My covenant

or go back on what I have spoken. 

 Cross References: Numbers 23:19; Psalm 110:4; Hebrews 6:17

35 Once for all I have sworn by My holiness—

I will not lie to David:

 Cross References: Hebrews 6:13; Amos 4:2; Psalm 132:11

36 His offspring will endure forever, 

his throne as long as the sun is before Me. 

 Cross References: Luke 1:32; Jeremiah 33:17; Isaiah 9:7

37 It will be established forever like the moon, 

the faithful witness in the sky.” Selah. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 33:20; Jeremiah 33:21; Genesis 1:16

A Lament Over Present Defeat

38 But now You have cast off and rejected; 

You are angry with Your anointed one. 

 Cross References: Lamentations 5:22; Psalm 44:9; Lamentations 2:1

39 You have renounced the covenant with Your servant; You have defiled his crown by casting it to the ground. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:7; Lamentations 4:20; Ezekiel 21:26

40 You have broken down all his walls; 

You have reduced his strongholds to ruins. 

 Cross References: Psalm 80:12; Isaiah 5:5; 2 Chronicles 36:19

41 All who pass by plunder him; 

he is a reproach to his neighbors. 

 Cross References: Psalm 79:4; Lamentations 2:15; Jeremiah 24:9

42 You have strengthened the hand of his adversaries; 

You have made all his enemies rejoice. 

 Cross References: Lamentations 1:5; Lamentations 2:17; Obadiah 1:12

43 You have turned back the edge of his sword

and have not supported him in battle. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 36:17; Leviticus 26:17; Jeremiah 21:4

44 You have ended his splendor

and cast his throne to the ground. 

 Cross References: Lamentations 2:2; Ezekiel 21:26; Jeremiah 13:18

45 You have cut short the days of his youth; 

You have covered him with shame. Selah. 

 Cross References: Psalm 102:23; Job 20:11; Daniel 9:8

46 How long, Lord? Will You hide Yourself forever? 

Will Your wrath burn like fire? 

 Cross References: Psalm 13:1; Psalm 79:5; Deuteronomy 32:22

47 Remember how short my life is; 

for what futility have You created all mankind? 

 Cross References: Psalm 39:5; Job 7:7; Job 7:16

48 What man can live and not see death, 

or deliver his soul from the power of the grave? Selah. 

 Cross References: Ecclesiastes 8:8; Hebrews 9:27; Psalm 49:15

49 Lord, where is Your former love, 

which You swore to David in Your faithfulness? 

 Cross References: Psalm 77:8; Lamentations 3:31; Micah 7:20

50 Remember, Lord, the insults of Your servants, how I bear in my heart the scorn of many nations—

 Cross References: Nehemiah 4:4; Psalm 79:12; Psalm 137:3

51 with which Your enemies mock, O Lord, 

with which they mock the footsteps of Your anointed. 

 Cross References: Psalm 74:22; Lamentations 3:61; Romans 15:3

Closing Blessing

52 Blessed be the Lord forever! 

Amen and Amen. 

 Cross References: Psalm 41:13; Psalm 106:48; Romans 1:25

Key Lessons from Psalm 89

•  God’s Promises Are Eternal – The covenant with David points to the everlasting reign of Christ, the Son of David. 

•  God Is Faithful and Powerful – His mercy and truth are unshakable, and His authority rules creation itself. 

•  Obedience Matters – Though God’s covenant stands, disobedience still brings discipline. 

•  Lament Is Honest Worship – The psalmist does not hide his sorrow or confusion when God’s promises seem delayed. 

•  Christ Is the Fulfillment – The throne of David finds its eternal King in Jesus, whose reign is everlasting. 

Psalm 90 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Teach Us to Number Our Days” 

 A Prayer of Moses, the man of God

God’s Eternal Nature

1 Lord, You have been our dwelling place

through all generations. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 33:27; Psalm 91:1; Psalm 71:3

2 Before the mountains were born, 

before You gave birth to the earth and the world, 

from everlasting to everlasting, You are God. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 8:25; Psalm 93:2; Habakkuk 1:12

The Frailty of Man

3 You turn people back to dust, saying, 

“Return, O children of men.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 3:19; Job 34:15; Ecclesiastes 12:7

4 For a thousand years in Your sight

are like yesterday when it has passed, 

or like a watch in the night. 

 Cross References: 2 Peter 3:8; Psalm 39:5; Isaiah 40:6

5 You sweep people away like a flood; 

they are like a dream. 

In the morning they are like grass that springs up; 

 Cross References: Isaiah 40:6; Psalm 103:15; James 1:11

6 in the morning it flourishes and grows, 

but by evening it is cut down and withers. 

 Cross References: Job 14:2; Psalm 103:15; Matthew 6:30

God’s Wrath Against Sin

7 We are consumed by Your anger, 

and terrified by Your wrath. 

 Cross References: Psalm 39:11; Psalm 102:10; Job 4:9

8 You have set our sins before You, 

our secret sins in the light of Your presence. 

 Cross References: Psalm 19:12; Jeremiah 16:17; 1 Corinthians 4:5

9 All our days pass away under Your wrath; 

we finish our years like a sigh. 

 Cross References: Job 9:25; Psalm 39:4; James 4:14

10 The days of our life are seventy years, 

or eighty if we have strength; 

yet their span is but toil and sorrow, 

for they quickly pass, and we fly away. 

 Cross References: Job 14:1; Psalm 103:15; Genesis 47:9

11 Who knows the power of Your anger? 

For Your wrath is as great as the fear due to You. 

 Cross References: Psalm 76:7; Nahum 1:6; Hebrews 10:31

A Prayer for Wisdom and Mercy

12 So teach us to number our days, 

that we may gain a heart of wisdom. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:29; James 4:14; Ephesians 5:16

13 Return, O Lord! How long will it be? 

Have compassion on Your servants. 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:12; Joel 2:14; Psalm 6:3

14 Satisfy us each morning with Your unfailing love, 

so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 

 Cross References: Psalm 63:3; Psalm 143:8; Lamentations 3:22

15 Make us glad for as many days as You have afflicted us, 

for as many years as we have seen trouble. 

 Cross References: Psalm 71:20; Isaiah 61:7; Job 42:10

16 Let Your deeds be shown to Your servants, 

and Your glory to their children. 

 Cross References: Habakkuk 3:2; Psalm 44:1; Psalm 78:4

17 May the beauty of the Lord our God rest upon us; 

establish the work of our hands for us—

yes, establish the work of our hands. 

 Cross References: Psalm 27:4; Isaiah 26:12; 1 Corinthians 15:58

Key Lessons from Psalm 90

•  God Is Eternal – From everlasting to everlasting, the Lord is unchanging and sovereign over all creation. 

•  Life Is Short and Fragile – Our years are fleeting, and human strength fades quickly like grass in the field. 

•  Sin Brings Wrath – Our sins, even those hidden, are laid bare before God, reminding us of His holiness. 

•  Wisdom Comes from Numbering Our Days – Recognizing life’s brevity helps us live wisely and with purpose. 

•  Hope Is Found in God’s Mercy – Only His steadfast love can satisfy us, bring joy, and establish the work of our hands. 

Psalm 91 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Shelter of the Most High” 

God Our Refuge and Fortress

1 He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High will rest under the shadow of the Almighty. 

 Cross References: Psalm 27:5; Psalm 31:20; Psalm 121:5

2 I will say of the Lord, 

“He is my refuge and my fortress, 

my God, in whom I trust.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:2; Psalm 46:1; Nahum 1:7

God’s Protection from Danger

3 Surely He will deliver you

from the trap of the hunter

and from deadly disease. 

 Cross References: Psalm 124:7; Psalm 25:15; Deuteronomy 7:15

4 He will cover you with His feathers, 

and under His wings you will find refuge. 

His truth will be your shield and defense. 

 Cross References: Ruth 2:12; Psalm 17:8; Psalm 57:1

5 You will not fear the terror of the night, 

nor the arrow that flies by day, 

 Cross References: Psalm 3:6; Proverbs 3:24; Job 5:19

6 nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, 

nor the destruction that strikes at noonday. 

 Cross References: Habakkuk 3:5; Deuteronomy 32:24; Job 5:20

7 A thousand may fall at your side, 

ten thousand at your right hand, 

but it will not come near you. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 18:7; Isaiah 54:17; Exodus 12:23

8 You will only look with your eyes

and see the punishment of the wicked. 

 Cross References: Psalm 37:34; Psalm 58:10; Malachi 1:5

God’s Promise of Safety

9 Because you have made the Lord your dwelling place—

the Most High, your refuge—

 Cross References: Psalm 90:1; Psalm 71:3; Deuteronomy 33:27

10 no evil will befall you, 

no plague will come near your home. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:13; Proverbs 12:21; Psalm 121:7

11 For He will command His angels concerning you, 

to guard you in all your ways. 

 Cross References: Matthew 4:6; Luke 4:10; Hebrews 1:14

12 They will lift you up in their hands, 

so that you will not strike your foot against a stone. 

 Cross References: Matthew 4:6; Luke 4:11; Psalm 37:24

13 You will tread on the lion and the cobra; 

you will trample the young lion and the serpent under your feet. 

 Cross References: Luke 10:19; Genesis 3:15; Romans 16:20

God’s Assurance of Deliverance

14 “Because he loves Me,” says the Lord, “I will rescue him; 

I will protect him, for he knows My name. 

 Cross References: Psalm 9:10; John 14:21; Psalm 20:1

15 He will call upon Me, and I will answer him; 

I will be with him in trouble. 

I will deliver him and honor him. 

 Cross References: Psalm 50:15; Jeremiah 33:3; Isaiah 43:2

16 With long life I will satisfy him

and show him My salvation.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 21:4; Proverbs 3:2; Luke 2:30

Key Lessons from Psalm 91

•  God Is Our Safe Shelter – When we dwell in His presence, we rest under His shadow of protection. 

•  No Fear in Christ – Night terrors, disease, or destruction cannot shake the one who trusts in God. 

•  God’s Angels Guard His People – He commands His angels to protect and lift up those who walk in His ways. 

•  Victory Over the Enemy – The lion, the serpent, and every danger symbolize the evil powers God enables us to overcome. 

•  God’s Personal Promise – To those who love Him and call on His name, He promises rescue, protection, long life, and eternal salvation. 

Psalm 92 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Song of the Righteous” 

Praise to the Most High

1 It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 

and to sing praises to Your name, O Most High, 

 Cross References: Psalm 147:1; Psalm 100:4; 1 Chronicles 16:34

2 to declare Your steadfast love in the morning

and Your faithfulness every night, 

 Cross References: Lamentations 3:23; Psalm 59:16; Psalm 143:8

3 accompanied by the ten-stringed instrument, 

the lyre, and the harp with its solemn sound. 

 Cross References: Psalm 33:2; Psalm 150:3; Psalm 144:9

4 For You, Lord, have made me glad by what You have done; 

I will shout for joy at the works of Your hands. 

 Cross References: Psalm 111:2; Psalm 104:24; Psalm 139:14

The Greatness of God’s Works

5 O Lord, how great are Your works! 

Your thoughts are very deep. 

 Cross References: Psalm 40:5; Romans 11:33; Isaiah 55:8

6 A senseless man does not know; 

a fool cannot understand this:

 Cross References: Psalm 94:8; Proverbs 1:22; 1 Corinthians 2:14

7 though the wicked sprout up like grass, 

and evildoers seem to flourish, 

they are doomed to be destroyed forever. 

 Cross References: Job 20:5; Psalm 37:2; Psalm 73:17

8 But You, Lord, are exalted forever. 

 Cross References: Psalm 83:18; Psalm 97:9; Psalm 102:12

The Fate of the Wicked and the Reward of the Righteous

9 Surely Your enemies, O Lord—

surely Your enemies will perish; 

all evildoers will be scattered. 

 Cross References: Psalm 68:1; Numbers 10:35; Psalm 9:3

10 But You will lift up my strength

like the horn of a wild ox. 

I will be anointed with fresh oil. 

 Cross References: Psalm 89:17; 1 Samuel 2:1; Psalm 23:5

11 My eyes have seen the defeat of my enemies; 

my ears have heard the downfall of the wicked who rise against me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 54:7; Psalm 59:10; Psalm 112:8

The Flourishing of the Righteous

12 The righteous will flourish like the palm tree; 

they will grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 

 Cross References: Psalm 1:3; Jeremiah 17:8; Hosea 14:5

13 Planted in the house of the Lord, 

they will flourish in the courts of our God. 

 Cross References: Psalm 84:4; Psalm 65:4; Psalm 84:10

14 They will still bear fruit in old age; 

they will remain fresh and strong, 

 Cross References: Psalm 71:9; John 15:16; Proverbs 16:31

15 proclaiming, “The Lord is upright; 

He is my Rock, 

and there is no unrighteousness in Him.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:4; Psalm 18:2; Zephaniah 3:5

Key Lessons from Psalm 92

•  Thanksgiving Is Good – Praising God daily brings joy and keeps our hearts fixed on His faithfulness. 

•  God’s Works Are Deep – The foolish cannot see God’s plan, but the wise rejoice in His mighty works. 

•  The Wicked Fade Quickly – Though they may flourish for a time, they are destined for destruction. 

•  The Righteous Flourish – Those who are planted in God’s presence grow strong, fruitful, and steadfast. 

•  God Is Upright and Unchanging – He is the Rock of His people, perfectly faithful and without injustice. 

Psalm 93 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Lord Reigns” 

The Majesty of God

1 The Lord reigns! He is clothed with majesty. 

The Lord is robed with strength; 

He has armed Himself with power. 

The world is firmly established, 

and it cannot be moved. 

 Cross References: Psalm 96:10; Psalm 97:1; Psalm 104:5

2 Your throne was established long ago; 

You are from everlasting. 

 Cross References: Psalm 45:6; Psalm 90:2; Lamentations 5:19

The Power of God Over the Seas

3 The floods have lifted up, O Lord, 

the floods have lifted up their voice; 

the floods lift up their pounding waves. 

 Cross References: Psalm 42:7; Psalm 46:3; Isaiah 17:12

4 But the Lord on high is mightier

than the roar of many waters, 

mightier than the mighty waves of the sea. 

 Cross References: Psalm 29:3; Psalm 65:7; Revelation 19:6

The Holiness of God’s House

5 Your statutes, O Lord, stand firm; 

holiness adorns Your house

forever and ever. 

 Cross References: Psalm 19:7; Psalm 119:138; Exodus 15:11

Key Lessons from Psalm 93

•  God Reigns in Majesty – The Lord is King, clothed in majesty and power from everlasting to everlasting. 

•  Creation Is Secure in His Hands – The earth is firmly established because God rules over it. 

•  God Is Mightier Than the Storms – The roaring seas remind us of His unmatched strength and sovereignty. 

•  God’s Word Is Unshakable – His testimonies and decrees are firm and trustworthy for all generations. 

•  Holiness Belongs to God’s House – The Lord’s dwelling is marked by holiness, calling His people to walk in purity. 

Psalm 94 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Lord of Justice” 

A Cry for God to Judge the Wicked

1 O Lord, God of vengeance, 

O God of vengeance, shine forth! 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:35; Romans 12:19; Nahum 1:2

2 Rise up, Judge of the earth; 

give the proud what they deserve. 

 Cross References: Genesis 18:25; Psalm 7:6; Psalm 58:11

3 Lord, how long will the wicked—

how long will the wicked triumph? 

 Cross References: Psalm 13:2; Job 20:5; Jeremiah 12:1

4 They pour out arrogant words; 

all evildoers boast in themselves. 

 Cross References: Jude 1:15; Psalm 73:8; 1 Samuel 2:3

5 They crush Your people, O Lord, 

and afflict those You have chosen. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 3:15; Micah 3:3; Psalm 74:2

6 They kill the widow and the foreigner; 

they murder the fatherless. 

 Cross References: Exodus 22:22; Isaiah 10:2; Zechariah 7:10

7 Yet they say, “The Lord does not see; 

the God of Jacob takes no notice.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 10:11; Psalm 73:11; Ezekiel 9:9

God Sees and Knows All

8 Take notice, you senseless among the people! 

You fools, when will you become wise? 

 Cross References: Psalm 92:6; Proverbs 1:22; Jeremiah 4:22

9 He who made the ear, does He not hear? 

He who formed the eye, does He not see? 

 Cross References: Exodus 4:11; Proverbs 20:12; Psalm 33:15

10 He who disciplines the nations, does He not correct? 

He who teaches mankind, does He not know? 

 Cross References: Job 21:22; Isaiah 28:26; Job 35:11

11 The Lord knows the thoughts of man, 

that they are but a vapor. 

 Cross References: 1 Corinthians 3:20; Psalm 39:5; Genesis 6:5

God’s Care for His People

12 Blessed is the one You discipline, O Lord, 

the one You teach from Your law, 

 Cross References: Proverbs 3:11; Hebrews 12:5; Job 5:17

13 to give him rest in days of trouble, 

until the pit is dug for the wicked. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 26:27; Psalm 7:15; Psalm 9:15

14 For the Lord will not abandon His people; 

He will never forsake His inheritance. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 12:22; Romans 11:1; Deuteronomy 4:31

15 For justice will return to the righteous, 

and all the upright in heart will follow it. 

 Cross References: Amos 5:24; Psalm 97:2; Psalm 36:10

The Lord My Defense

16 Who will rise up for me against the wicked? 

Who will stand for me against evildoers? 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:26; Ezekiel 22:30; 2 Timothy 4:17

17 Unless the Lord had been my help, 

I would soon have gone to the silence of death. 

 Cross References: Psalm 124:2; Psalm 13:3; Psalm 115:17

18 When I said, “My foot is slipping,” 

Your mercy, O Lord, held me up. 

 Cross References: Psalm 38:16; Psalm 73:2; Psalm 121:3

19 When doubts filled my mind, 

Your comfort brought joy to my soul. 

 Cross References: Psalm 139:17; 2 Corinthians 1:4; Isaiah 66:13

20 Can a corrupt throne be allied with You—

one that brings about misery by decree? 

 Cross References: Isaiah 10:1; 2 Corinthians 6:14; Habakkuk 1:13

21 They band together against the righteous and condemn innocent blood. 

 Cross References: Matthew 27:1; Proverbs 1:11; Matthew 27:4

22 But the Lord has been my defense, 

and my God the Rock of my refuge. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:2; Psalm 62:7; Psalm 46:1

23 He will repay them for their wickedness

and destroy them for their evil; 

the Lord our God will cut them off. 

 Cross References: Psalm 7:16; Proverbs 5:22; Obadiah 1:15

Key Lessons from Psalm 94

•  God Is the Judge – Vengeance belongs to the Lord; He will repay the wicked in His time. 

•  God Sees Everything – The Maker of eyes and ears cannot fail to see and hear the cries of His people. 

•  Discipline Brings Blessing – God’s correction teaches His children wisdom and gives them rest in times of trouble. 

•  The Lord Defends the Righteous – When the wicked attack, God is the Rock and refuge of His people. 

•  Justice Will Prevail – The thrones of corruption will fall, but the Lord’s justice will endure forever. 

Psalm 95 – Crawford Standard Bible

“A Call to Worship and Obedience” 

A Joyful Call to Praise

1 Come, let us sing to the Lord; 

let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our salvation. 

 Cross References: Psalm 100:1; Psalm 98:6; Deuteronomy 32:15

2 Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving; 

let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise. 

 Cross References: Psalm 100:4; Psalm 66:1; Psalm 47:1

3 For the Lord is a great God, 

a great King above all gods. 

 Cross References: Psalm 96:4; Psalm 97:9; Exodus 18:11

4 In His hand are the depths of the earth, 

and the mountain heights belong to Him. 

 Cross References: Job 12:10; Psalm 50:10; Psalm 24:1

5 The sea is His, for He made it, 

and His hands formed the dry land. 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:9; Jonah 1:9; Psalm 24:2

Worshiping Our Maker

6 Come, let us bow down in worship; 

let us kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

 Cross References: Psalm 96:9; Philippians 2:10; Psalm 100:3

7 For He is our God, 

and we are the people of His pasture, 

the sheep under His care. 

Today, if you hear His voice, 

 Cross References: Psalm 100:3; Hebrews 3:7; Ezekiel 34:31

8 do not harden your hearts as at Meribah, 

as on the day at Massah in the wilderness, 

 Cross References: Exodus 17:7; Hebrews 3:8; Hebrews 3:15

9 when your ancestors tested Me; 

they tried Me, though they had seen My works. 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:22; Exodus 17:2; Hebrews 3:9

A Warning of Judgment

10 For forty years I was grieved with that generation; 

I said, “They are a people whose hearts go astray, 

and they do not know My ways.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:33; Deuteronomy 8:2; Hebrews 3:10

11 So in My anger I declared, 

“They shall never enter My rest.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:23; Hebrews 3:11; Hebrews 4:3

Key Lessons from Psalm 95

•  Worship Is Our Calling – Singing, thanksgiving, and joyful praise belong to God alone, who is the Rock of our salvation. 

•  God Is the Creator and King – The seas, the mountains, the valleys, and all creation are in His hands. 

•  We Are His Flock – As the sheep of His pasture, we are called to follow His leading and care. 

•  Do Not Harden Your Heart – The warning of Israel in the wilderness reminds us not to resist God’s voice today. 

•  God Offers Rest – True rest and peace are found in obedience to Him; unbelief leads only to wandering. 

Psalm 96 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Sing a New Song to the Lord” 

A Call to All Nations

1 Sing to the Lord a new song; 

sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

 Cross References: Psalm 98:1; Psalm 33:3; Isaiah 42:10

2 Sing to the Lord, bless His name; 

proclaim His salvation day after day. 

 Cross References: Psalm 100:4; Psalm 68:19; 1 Chronicles 16:23

3 Declare His glory among the nations, 

His marvelous works among all peoples. 

 Cross References: Psalm 105:1; Isaiah 12:4; 1 Chronicles 16:24

4 For the Lord is great and greatly to be praised; 

He is to be feared above all gods. 

 Cross References: Psalm 145:3; Psalm 95:3; 1 Chronicles 16:25

5 For all the gods of the nations are idols, 

but the Lord made the heavens. 

 Cross References: Psalm 115:4; Jeremiah 10:11; 1 Chronicles 16:26

Glory to the Lord

6 Honor and majesty are before Him; 

strength and beauty are in His sanctuary. 

 Cross References: Psalm 104:1; Psalm 29:2; 1 Chronicles 16:27

7 Give to the Lord, all families of the nations, 

give to the Lord glory and strength. 

 Cross References: Psalm 29:1; 1 Chronicles 16:28; Psalm 96:8

8 Give to the Lord the glory due His name; 

bring an offering and come into His courts. 

 Cross References: Psalm 29:2; Psalm 100:4; 1 Chronicles 16:29

9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; tremble before Him, all the earth. 

 Cross References: Psalm 29:2; Psalm 114:7; 1 Chronicles 16:30

The Lord Reigns and Judges

10 Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns!” 

The world is firmly established; it cannot be moved. 

He will judge the peoples with fairness. 

 Cross References: Psalm 93:1; Psalm 97:1; 1 Chronicles 16:31

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 

let the sea roar, and all that fills it. 

 Cross References: Psalm 98:7; Isaiah 44:23; 1 Chronicles 16:32

12 Let the fields be joyful, and everything in them; 

then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy

 Cross References: Isaiah 55:12; 1 Chronicles 16:33; Psalm 65:12

13 before the Lord, for He is coming—

for He is coming to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world with righteousness

and the peoples with His truth. 

 Cross References: Psalm 98:9; Acts 17:31; Psalm 9:8

Key Lessons from Psalm 96

•  Worship Belongs to God Alone – He alone is worthy of new songs of praise, for He is the Creator and Judge of all. 

•  The Whole Earth Is Called – God’s glory is to be declared not just in Israel, but among all nations and peoples. 

•  Idols Are Empty, but God Is Real – The gods of the nations are nothing, but the Lord made the heavens. 

•  Worship Is Beautiful and Holy – God calls us to worship Him in holiness, offering glory and reverence. 

•  The Lord Is Coming to Judge – His reign is sure, and His coming judgment will be perfectly righteous and true. 

Psalm 97 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Lord Reigns in Glory” 

The Lord Reigns

1 The Lord reigns! Let the earth rejoice; 

let the distant islands be glad. 

 Cross References: Psalm 96:10; Psalm 99:1; Revelation 19:6

2 Clouds and thick darkness surround Him; 

righteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:11; Psalm 89:14; Exodus 19:16

3 Fire goes before Him

and burns up His enemies on every side. 

 Cross References: Psalm 50:3; Deuteronomy 4:24; Hebrews 12:29

4 His lightning lights up the world; 

the earth sees it and trembles. 

 Cross References: Psalm 77:18; Habakkuk 3:11; Psalm 18:14

5 The mountains melt like wax before the Lord, 

before the Lord of all the earth. 

 Cross References: Micah 1:4; Judges 5:5; Psalm 68:8

God’s Glory Revealed

6 The heavens proclaim His righteousness, 

and all people see His glory. 

 Cross References: Psalm 19:1; Psalm 50:6; Isaiah 40:5

7 All who worship idols are put to shame, 

those who boast in worthless images. 

Worship Him, all you gods! 

 Cross References: Hebrews 1:6; Isaiah 42:17; Psalm 96:5

8 Zion hears and is glad; 

the towns of Judah rejoice

because of Your righteous judgments, O Lord. 

 Cross References: Psalm 48:11; Psalm 9:14; Zechariah 9:9

9 For You, Lord, are the Most High over all the earth; 

You are exalted far above all gods. 

 Cross References: Psalm 83:18; Psalm 47:2; Deuteronomy 10:17

The Joy of the Righteous

10 You who love the Lord, hate evil! 

He guards the lives of His faithful ones

and delivers them from the hand of the wicked. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 8:13; Amos 5:15; Psalm 34:20

11 Light shines on the righteous

and joy on the upright in heart. 

 Cross References: Psalm 112:4; Proverbs 4:18; Esther 8:16

12 Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous, 

and give thanks at the remembrance of His holiness. 

 Cross References: Psalm 32:11; Psalm 30:4; Psalm 33:1

Key Lessons from Psalm 97

•  The Lord Reigns Supreme – His throne is established in righteousness and justice, and His power shakes the earth. 

•  God’s Glory Outshines Idols – All false gods are worthless, but the heavens themselves declare the glory of the true God. 

•  The Righteous Must Hate Evil – Loving the Lord means rejecting wickedness and living in holiness. 

•  God Protects His People – He preserves and delivers those who belong to Him. 

•  Rejoicing in Holiness – The righteous find joy and light in God’s holiness and everlasting reign. 

Psalm 98 – Crawford Standard Bible

“A Song of Victory” 

God’s Marvelous Salvation

1 Sing to the Lord a new song, 

for He has done marvelous things. 

His right hand and His holy arm

have won Him the victory. 

 Cross References: Psalm 96:1; Isaiah 59:16; Psalm 118:15

2 The Lord has made His salvation known; 

He has revealed His righteousness

to the nations. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 52:10; Luke 2:30; Isaiah 62:2

3 He has remembered His mercy and faithfulness

to the house of Israel. 

All the ends of the earth

have seen the salvation of our God. 

 Cross References: Luke 1:54; Isaiah 52:10; Isaiah 49:6

A Joyful Noise of Praise

4 Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth; 

burst into jubilant song with music. 

 Cross References: Psalm 100:1; Psalm 66:1; Psalm 47:1

5 Sing to the Lord with the harp, 

with the harp and the sound of singing. 

 Cross References: Psalm 33:2; Psalm 150:3; Psalm 147:7

6 With trumpets and the blast of the horn, 

shout for joy before the Lord, the King. 

 Cross References: Numbers 10:10; Psalm 47:5; 2 Chronicles 5:13

Creation Joins the Praise

7 Let the sea roar, and everything in it, 

the world, and all who live in it. 

 Cross References: Psalm 96:11; Psalm 24:1; Psalm 148:7

8 Let the rivers clap their hands, 

let the hills sing for joy together

 Cross References: Isaiah 55:12; Psalm 65:13; Habakkuk 3:10

9 before the Lord, for He is coming

to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world with righteousness

and the peoples with fairness. 

 Cross References: Psalm 96:13; Acts 17:31; Psalm 9:8

Key Lessons from Psalm 98

•  Sing a New Song – God’s works of salvation and victory call for fresh songs of praise. 

•  God’s Salvation Is for All – His righteousness is revealed not only to Israel but to all nations. 

•  Worship with Joyful Music – Voices, instruments, and shouts of joy belong in the worship of our King. 

•  Creation Praises the Lord – Seas, rivers, and hills join the chorus, showing that all creation belongs to Him. 

•  The Lord Will Judge Righteously – His coming judgment is certain, fair, and perfectly just. 

Psalm 99 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Lord Our Holy King” 

The Lord Reigns in Holiness

1 The Lord reigns—let the nations tremble! 

He sits enthroned between the cherubim; 

let the earth shake. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 4:4; Psalm 80:1; Isaiah 37:16

2 The Lord is great in Zion; 

He is exalted over all the peoples. 

 Cross References: Psalm 48:1; Psalm 76:2; Psalm 87:2

3 Let them praise Your great and awesome name—

for it is holy. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:58; Psalm 111:9; Isaiah 6:3

The Justice of the King

4 The King is mighty and loves justice. 

You have established fairness; 

You have acted with justice and righteousness in Jacob. 

 Cross References: Psalm 45:6; Isaiah 61:8; Deuteronomy 32:4

5 Exalt the Lord our God; 

worship at His footstool, 

for He is holy. 

 Cross References: Psalm 132:7; Isaiah 66:1; 1 Chronicles 28:2

God Answers His Servants

6 Moses and Aaron were among His priests, 

and Samuel was among those who called on His name. 

They called to the Lord, 

and He answered them. 

 Cross References: Exodus 33:11; 1 Samuel 12:18; Jeremiah 15:1

7 He spoke to them in the pillar of cloud; 

they kept His statutes

and the decrees He gave them. 

 Cross References: Exodus 33:9; Exodus 13:21; Numbers 12:5

8 Lord our God, You answered them; 

You were a forgiving God to them, 

but You punished them for their wrongdoing. 

 Cross References: Exodus 34:7; Numbers 14:20; Nahum 1:3

Worship the Holy God

9 Exalt the Lord our God

and worship at His holy mountain, 

for the Lord our God is holy. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 27:13; Psalm 2:6; Psalm 48:1

Key Lessons from Psalm 99

•  God Reigns Over All – His throne is established in holiness, and the nations tremble before Him. 

•  God Is Just – His rule is marked by fairness, justice, and righteousness. 

•  God Answers Prayer – Just as He answered Moses, Aaron, and Samuel, He listens to His people today. 

•  God Is Both Forgiving and Just – He forgives sin but also disciplines wrongdoing. 

•  God’s Holiness Calls for Worship – The holiness of the Lord demands reverence, awe, and praise from His people. 

Psalm 100 – Crawford Standard Bible

“A Psalm of Thanksgiving” 

A Call to Joyful Worship

1 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! 

 Cross References: Psalm 98:4; Psalm 66:1; Psalm 95:1

2 Serve the Lord with gladness; 

come before Him with joyful singing. 

 Cross References: Psalm 2:11; Psalm 95:2; Deuteronomy 28:47

The Lord Our Maker and Shepherd

3 Know that the Lord is God. 

It is He who made us, and not we ourselves; 

we are His people, the sheep of His pasture. 

 Cross References: Psalm 95:7; Ezekiel 34:31; Psalm 23:1

Enter His Presence with Praise

4 Enter His gates with thanksgiving, 

and His courts with praise. 

Give thanks to Him

and bless His name. 

 Cross References: Psalm 96:8; Psalm 118:19; Psalm 84:2

The Goodness of the Lord

5 For the Lord is good; 

His mercy endures forever, 

and His truth continues

through all generations. 

 Cross References: Psalm 106:1; Psalm 136:1; Lamentations 3:22

Key Lessons from Psalm 100

•  Worship with Joy – Our service to God should be marked with gladness and singing. 

•  God Made Us – We belong to Him; we are His people and the sheep of His pasture. 

•  Thanksgiving Is the Right Approach – We come before God with grateful hearts and words of praise. 

•  God’s Character Never Changes – His goodness, mercy, and truth endure forever. 

•  All Generations Are Included – His faithfulness is not just for the past, but for every age to come. 

Psalm 101 – Crawford Standard Bible

“A Commitment to Integrity” 

 A Psalm of David

A Song of Mercy and Justice

1 I will sing of Your mercy and justice; 

to You, O Lord, I will sing praise. 

 Cross References: Psalm 89:1; Psalm 59:16; Psalm 101:1

2 I will live wisely and blamelessly. 

O when will You come to me? 

I will walk with integrity of heart

within my own house. 

 Cross References: Psalm 26:11; Job 1:1; Genesis 17:1

A Resolve for Purity

3 I will set nothing wicked before my eyes. 

I hate the deeds of those who turn aside; 

it will not cling to me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 119:37; Proverbs 4:25; Job 31:1

4 A corrupt heart will be far from me; 

I will not know anything of evil. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 11:20; Proverbs 3:7; Psalm 18:26

Standing Against Pride and Slander

5 Whoever secretly slanders his neighbor

I will silence. 

Whoever has a haughty look and a proud heart

I will not endure. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 6:16; Leviticus 19:16; Proverbs 21:4

Choosing the Faithful

6 My eyes will be on the faithful of the land, 

that they may dwell with me. 

The one who walks blamelessly—

he will serve me. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 22:11; Psalm 15:2; 1 Kings 8:61

7 No one who practices deceit

will live in my house; 

no liar will remain in my presence. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 12:22; Psalm 5:6; Proverbs 6:17

Purging Evil from the Land

8 Every morning I will put an end

to all the wicked in the land, 

to cut off every evildoer

from the city of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Psalm 75:10; Zephaniah 3:5; Psalm 46:5

Key Lessons from Psalm 101

•  Integrity Begins at Home – A pure heart and wise living must start within one’s own house. 

•  Rejecting Evil Influences – God’s people must not tolerate wickedness, slander, pride, or lies. 

•  Choosing the Faithful – True fellowship and service come from those who walk in integrity. 

•  Leadership Requires Righteousness – A godly leader stands against corruption and upholds justice. 

•  God’s City Demands Holiness – The psalm points to God’s standard for His kingdom, where only the righteous will dwell. 

Psalm 102 – Crawford Standard Bible

“A Prayer of the Afflicted” 

 A prayer of one overwhelmed with trouble, pouring out his complaint before the Lord A Cry of Distress

1 Hear my prayer, O Lord; 

let my cry for help come to You. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:6; Psalm 39:12; Psalm 143:1

2 Do not hide Your face from me

in the day of my trouble. 

Turn Your ear to me; 

when I call, answer me quickly. 

 Cross References: Psalm 27:9; Psalm 143:7; Psalm 69:17

3 For my days vanish like smoke; 

my bones burn like hot coals. 

 Cross References: Psalm 39:5; James 4:14; Psalm 102:3

4 My heart is struck down and withered like grass, 

so that I forget to eat my food. 

 Cross References: Psalm 22:15; Psalm 42:3; Psalm 137:1

5 Because of my groaning, 

my bones cling to my skin. 

 Cross References: Job 19:20; Psalm 32:3; Lamentations 1:20

6 I am like a lonely pelican in the wilderness; 

like an owl in the desert. 

 Cross References: Micah 1:8; Job 30:29; Isaiah 34:11

7 I lie awake; 

I am like a lonely sparrow on the rooftop. 

 Cross References: Psalm 38:5; Psalm 6:6; Psalm 22:2

8 My enemies taunt me all day long; 

those who rage against me curse me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 42:10; Psalm 69:9; Nehemiah 4:4

9 I eat ashes like bread

and mingle my drink with tears, 

 Cross References: Psalm 42:3; Psalm 80:5; Lamentations 3:19

10 because of Your indignation and wrath, 

for You have lifted me up and thrown me down. 

 Cross References: Psalm 90:7; Lamentations 3:1; Job 30:21

11 My days are like a fading shadow, 

and I wither away like grass. 

 Cross References: Psalm 90:5; Psalm 109:23; Job 8:9

God’s Eternal Nature and Zion’s Hope

12 But You, O Lord, are enthroned forever; 

Your name endures through all generations. 

 Cross References: Psalm 9:7; Lamentations 5:19; Psalm 45:6

13 You will arise and have mercy on Zion; 

the time to show her favor has come. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 40:1; Psalm 69:35; Isaiah 51:3

14 For Your servants delight in her stones

and cherish even her dust. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 4:2; Nehemiah 2:3; Isaiah 58:12

15 The nations will fear the name of the Lord, 

and all the kings of the earth will see Your glory. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 60:3; Psalm 72:11; Malachi 1:11

16 For the Lord will rebuild Zion

and appear in His glory. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 60:1; Psalm 147:2; Isaiah 51:11

17 He will regard the prayer of the destitute

and not despise their plea. 

 Cross References: Psalm 22:24; Job 5:16; Psalm 34:6

A Testimony for Generations

18 Let this be written for a future generation, 

so that a people not yet created may praise the Lord:

 Cross References: Psalm 78:6; Romans 15:4; Psalm 22:30

19 “The Lord looked down from His holy place on high; 

from heaven He viewed the earth, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 26:15; Psalm 33:13; Psalm 14:2

20 to hear the groaning of the prisoners

and set free those condemned to death.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 2:24; Psalm 79:11; Isaiah 61:1

21 So the name of the Lord will be declared in Zion, and His praise in Jerusalem, 

 Cross References: Isaiah 66:20; Psalm 22:22; Psalm 102:21

22 when the peoples and the kingdoms

assemble to worship the Lord. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 2:2; Zechariah 8:22; Isaiah 66:18

God’s Unchanging Nature

23 In the course of my life He has broken my strength; 

He has shortened my days. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 38:10; Job 21:21; Job 17:11

24 So I said: “O my God, do not take me away

in the middle of my life; 

Your years go on through all generations.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 38:11; Psalm 90:2; Job 10:20

25 Long ago You laid the foundation of the earth, 

and the heavens are the work of Your hands. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 1:10; Genesis 1:1; Isaiah 48:13

26 They will perish, but You remain; 

they will all wear out like a garment. 

Like clothing You will change them, 

and they will be discarded. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 1:11; Isaiah 51:6; Isaiah 34:4

27 But You remain the same, 

and Your years will never end. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 1:12; Malachi 3:6; James 1:17

28 The children of Your servants will live secure; 

their descendants will be established before You. 

 Cross References: Psalm 90:16; Isaiah 65:23; Psalm 112:2

Key Lessons from Psalm 102

•  Life Is Fragile and Fleeting – Human days pass like smoke, but God’s years endure forever. 

•  Honest Prayer Is Welcome – Even deep sorrow, loneliness, and weakness can be poured out before God. 

•  God Has Mercy on Zion – He rebuilds, restores, and brings His people back to glory in His time. 

•  Future Generations Will Praise Him – God’s acts of deliverance are written down so that those yet to be born will worship Him. 

•  God Is Unchanging – Though creation itself wears out, the Lord remains the same, faithful from generation to generation. 

Psalm 103 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Bless the Lord, O My Soul” 

 A Psalm of David

Bless the Lord for His Benefits

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul; 

and all that is within me, bless His holy name. 

 Cross References: Psalm 104:1; Psalm 34:1; Psalm 145:1

2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and forget not all His benefits—

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 8:11; Psalm 116:12; Psalm 78:11

3 who forgives all your sins, 

who heals all your diseases, 

 Cross References: Psalm 32:5; Exodus 15:26; Psalm 41:4

4 who redeems your life from destruction, 

who crowns you with lovingkindness and tender mercy, 

 Cross References: Psalm 34:22; Psalm 30:3; Job 33:28

5 who satisfies your life with good things

so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 40:31; Psalm 107:9; Psalm 92:14

God’s Righteousness and Mercy

6 The Lord works righteousness

and justice for all who are oppressed. 

 Cross References: Psalm 146:7; Deuteronomy 10:18; Isaiah 61:8

7 He made His ways known to Moses, 

His deeds to the children of Israel. 

 Cross References: Exodus 33:13; Exodus 34:6; Exodus 33:19

8 The Lord is merciful and gracious, 

slow to anger and overflowing with mercy. 

 Cross References: Exodus 34:6; Psalm 86:15; Nehemiah 9:17

9 He will not always accuse, 

nor will He harbor His anger forever. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 57:16; Micah 7:18; Jeremiah 3:12

10 He has not dealt with us as our sins deserve, 

nor repaid us according to our iniquities. 

 Cross References: Ezra 9:13; Psalm 130:3; Psalm 79:8

11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 

so great is His mercy toward those who fear Him. 

 Cross References: Psalm 36:5; Ephesians 3:18; Psalm 108:4

12 As far as the east is from the west, 

so far has He removed our sins from us. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 1:18; Micah 7:19; Jeremiah 31:34

God’s Compassion and Our Frailty

13 As a father shows compassion to his children, 

so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear Him. 

 Cross References: Luke 15:20; Malachi 3:17; Isaiah 63:9

14 For He knows how we are formed; 

He remembers that we are dust. 

 Cross References: Genesis 3:19; Genesis 2:7; Job 10:9

15 As for man, his days are like grass; 

he flourishes like a flower of the field. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 40:6; Job 14:2; 1 Peter 1:24

16 The wind blows over it, and it is gone, 

and its place remembers it no more. 

 Cross References: Job 7:10; Psalm 90:5; James 1:11

17 But the mercy of the Lord

is from everlasting to everlasting

on those who fear Him, 

and His righteousness to their children’s children—

 Cross References: Psalm 100:5; Exodus 20:6; Psalm 25:6

18 to those who keep His covenant

and remember to obey His commands. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 7:9; John 14:15; Deuteronomy 5:10

Bless the Lord, All Creation

19 The Lord has established His throne in heaven, and His kingdom rules over all. 

 Cross References: Psalm 11:4; Daniel 4:34; Psalm 47:8

20 Bless the Lord, you His angels, 

mighty ones who do His bidding, 

obeying the voice of His word. 

 Cross References: Psalm 148:2; Hebrews 1:14; Daniel 7:10

21 Bless the Lord, all His heavenly hosts, 

you servants of His, who do His will. 

 Cross References: Psalm 148:2; 1 Kings 22:19; Nehemiah 9:6

22 Bless the Lord, all His works, 

in all places of His dominion. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

 Cross References: Psalm 145:10; Psalm 104:35; Psalm 150:6

Key Lessons from Psalm 103

•  Remember God’s Benefits – Forgiveness, healing, redemption, mercy, and renewal flow from Him. 

•  God’s Character Is Merciful – He is patient, gracious, and full of steadfast love, not treating us as our sins deserve. 

•  God’s Love Is Infinite – His mercy is higher than the heavens and His forgiveness removes sin as far as east from west. 

•  God Knows Our Weakness – He remembers we are dust and treats us with compassion like a loving Father. 

•  All Creation Must Bless Him – Angels, heavenly hosts, and all His works join in blessing His holy name. 

Psalm 104 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Lord, Creator and Sustainer” 

The Majesty of God

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul. 

O Lord my God, You are very great; 

You are clothed with honor and majesty. 

 Cross References: Psalm 103:1; Psalm 93:1; Psalm 21:5

2 You cover Yourself with light as with a garment; 

You stretch out the heavens like a curtain. 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:3; Isaiah 40:22; 1 Timothy 6:16

3 You lay the beams of Your chambers on the waters; 

You make the clouds Your chariot; 

You walk on the wings of the wind. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:10; Amos 9:6; Ezekiel 1:24

4 You make Your angels spirits, 

Your servants flames of fire. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 1:7; Psalm 148:8; 2 Kings 6:17

The Foundations of the Earth

5 You laid the foundations of the earth, 

so that it should never be moved. 

 Cross References: Job 38:4; Psalm 93:1; 1 Chronicles 16:30

6 You covered it with the deep as with a garment; 

the waters stood above the mountains. 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:2; Genesis 7:19; 2 Peter 3:5

7 At Your rebuke they fled; 

at the sound of Your thunder they ran away. 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:9; Psalm 18:15; Nahum 1:4

8 They flowed over the mountains, 

down into the valleys, 

to the place You appointed for them. 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:9; Proverbs 8:29; Job 26:10

9 You set a boundary they cannot cross, 

never again to cover the earth. 

 Cross References: Job 38:8; Jeremiah 5:22; Job 38:11

God’s Provision in Creation

10 You send springs into the valleys; 

they flow among the hills. 

 Cross References: Psalm 74:15; Isaiah 41:18; Exodus 17:6

11 They give drink to every beast of the field; 

wild donkeys quench their thirst. 

 Cross References: Job 39:5; Psalm 42:1; Joel 1:20

12 The birds of the sky nest by them; 

they sing among the branches. 

 Cross References: Matthew 13:32; Ezekiel 31:6; Daniel 4:12

13 You water the hills from Your upper chambers; 

the earth is satisfied with the fruit of Your works. 

 Cross References: Psalm 65:9; Deuteronomy 11:11; Job 37:6

14 You cause the grass to grow for the cattle, 

and plants for people to cultivate, 

so that food may come from the earth—

 Cross References: Genesis 1:29; Genesis 3:18; Psalm 147:8

15 wine that gladdens the heart of man, 

oil to make his face shine, 

and bread to strengthen his heart. 

 Cross References: Judges 9:13; Ecclesiastes 9:7; Isaiah 62:8

The Habitats of Creation

16 The trees of the Lord are well watered—

the cedars of Lebanon that He planted. 

 Cross References: Psalm 92:12; Numbers 24:6; Ezekiel 17:23

17 There the birds make their nests; 

the stork has her home in the fir trees. 

 Cross References: Matthew 8:20; Jeremiah 8:7; Ezekiel 31:6

18 The high mountains are for the wild goats; 

the cliffs are a refuge for the rock badgers. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 30:26; 1 Samuel 24:2; Job 39:1

The Order of Day and Night

19 He made the moon to mark the seasons, 

and the sun knows when to set. 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:14; Psalm 74:16; Jeremiah 31:35

20 You bring darkness, and it becomes night, 

when all the beasts of the forest prowl. 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:5; Job 37:8; Job 24:14

21 The young lions roar for their prey, 

seeking their food from God. 

 Cross References: Job 38:39; Joel 1:20; Psalm 34:10

22 When the sun rises, they steal away

and lie down in their dens. 

 Cross References: Job 37:8; Amos 3:4; Nahum 2:12

23 Then man goes out to his work, 

to labor until evening. 

 Cross References: Genesis 3:19; Ecclesiastes 5:18; Ecclesiastes 2:24

The Richness of Creation

24 O Lord, how many are Your works! 

In wisdom You made them all; 

the earth is full of Your creatures. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 3:19; Jeremiah 10:12; Proverbs 8:22

25 There is the vast and wide sea, 

teeming with countless creatures, 

both small and great. 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:20; Psalm 95:5; Job 38:16

26 There the ships go to and fro, 

and Leviathan, which You made to play in it. 

 Cross References: Job 41:1; Psalm 148:7; Isaiah 27:1

God’s Care for All Living Things

27 All creatures look to You

to give them their food in due season. 

 Cross References: Psalm 145:15; Matthew 6:26; Job 38:41

28 When You give it to them, they gather it up; 

when You open Your hand, 

they are filled with good things. 

 Cross References: Psalm 145:16; Psalm 136:25; Psalm 147:9

29 When You hide Your face, they are terrified; 

when You take away their breath, they die

and return to the dust. 

 Cross References: Job 34:14; Ecclesiastes 12:7; Job 34:15

30 When You send Your Spirit, they are created, 

and You renew the face of the earth. 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:2; Genesis 2:7; Ezekiel 37:9

Praise to the Lord Forever

31 May the glory of the Lord endure forever; 

may the Lord rejoice in His works—

 Cross References: Psalm 96:11; Genesis 1:31; Psalm 145:5

32 He looks at the earth, and it trembles; 

He touches the mountains, and they smoke. 

 Cross References: Psalm 144:5; Exodus 19:18; Nahum 1:5

33 I will sing to the Lord all my life; 

I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. 

 Cross References: Psalm 146:2; Psalm 63:4; Psalm 104:33

34 May my thoughts be pleasing to Him, 

for I will rejoice in the Lord. 

 Cross References: Psalm 19:14; Psalm 63:5; Philippians 4:4

35 Let sinners vanish from the earth, 

and the wicked be no more. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul. 

Praise the Lord! 

 Cross References: Psalm 37:38; Psalm 103:22; Revelation 19:1

Key Lessons from Psalm 104

•  God Is Clothed in Majesty – His light, power, and glory fill creation. 

•  The Earth Is Secure in His Hands – He set boundaries for the seas and established the foundations of the world. 

•  God Provides for All Creatures – From beasts and birds to man himself, He feeds and sustains all life. 

•  God Orders Time and Seasons – The sun, moon, and night creatures all follow His design. 

•  God’s Spirit Brings Life – He breathes life into creation and renews the earth. 

•  Our Response Is Praise – With all creation, we bless the Lord, who reigns forever. 

Psalm 105 – Crawford Standard Bible

“God’s Faithfulness Through the Generations” 

Call to Praise and Remember

1 Give thanks to the Lord; call on His name. 

Tell the nations what He has done. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 16:8; Isaiah 12:4; Psalm 9:11

2 Sing to Him, sing praises; 

speak about all His wonderful works. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 16:9; Psalm 77:12; Psalm 145:5

3 Glory in His holy name; 

let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 16:10; Psalm 34:2; Isaiah 45:25

4 Seek the Lord and His strength; 

seek His presence continually. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 16:11; Psalm 27:8; 2 Chronicles 7:14

5 Remember the marvelous works He has done, 

His wonders and the judgments He has spoken, 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 16:12; Psalm 77:11; Deuteronomy 8:2

6 You children of Abraham His servant, 

you descendants of Jacob, His chosen ones. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 16:13; Isaiah 41:8; Genesis 32:28

God’s Covenant Stands Forever

7 He is the Lord our God; 

His judgments are in all the earth. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 16:14; Psalm 96:13; Deuteronomy 4:35

8 He remembers His covenant forever—

the word He commanded to a thousand generations, 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 16:15; Deuteronomy 7:9; Luke 1:72

9 The covenant He made with Abraham, 

the oath He swore to Isaac. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 16:16; Genesis 15:18; Genesis 26:3

10 He confirmed it to Jacob as a decree, 

to Israel as an everlasting covenant:

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 16:17; Genesis 28:13; Genesis 35:11

11 “I will give you the land of Canaan, 

your allotted inheritance.” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 16:18; Genesis 12:7; Genesis 17:8

12 This promise was given when they were few in number, 

just strangers in the land. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 16:19; Genesis 34:30; Deuteronomy 26:5

13 They wandered from nation to nation, 

from one kingdom to another people. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 16:20; Genesis 12:10; Genesis 46:6

14 He allowed no one to oppress them; 

He rebuked kings for their sake, 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 16:21; Genesis 12:17; Genesis 20:3

15 Saying,  “Do not touch My anointed ones; 

 do My prophets no harm.” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 16:22; Genesis 26:11; 1 Samuel 24:6

Joseph in Egypt

16 He called for a famine in the land, 

breaking the whole supply of bread. 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:54; Genesis 41:57; Acts 7:11

17 He sent a man before them—Joseph, 

who was sold as a slave. 

 Cross References: Genesis 37:28; Genesis 45:5; Acts 7:9

18 They bruised his feet with shackles, 

his neck was put in irons, 

 Cross References: Genesis 39:20; Genesis 40:3; Genesis 41:14

19 Until the time came for his word to be fulfilled; 

the word of the Lord tested him. 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:1; Genesis 41:25; Genesis 41:32

20 The king sent and released him; 

the ruler of nations set him free. 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:14; Genesis 41:41; Acts 7:10

21 He made him lord over his house, 

and ruler over all his possessions, 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:40; Genesis 45:8; Acts 7:10

22 To instruct his princes as he pleased, 

and to teach wisdom to his elders. 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:39; Genesis 41:44; Acts 7:10

Israel in Egypt

23 Then Israel entered Egypt; 

Jacob lived as a foreigner in the land of Ham. 

 Cross References: Genesis 46:6; Genesis 47:27; Acts 7:15

24 The Lord made His people very fruitful; 

He made them stronger than their enemies. 

 Cross References: Exodus 1:7; Exodus 1:9; Acts 7:17

25 He turned the Egyptians’ hearts to hate His people, 

to deal deceitfully with His servants. 

 Cross References: Exodus 1:8; Exodus 1:10; Exodus 1:13

God Sends Moses and the Plagues

26 He sent Moses His servant, 

and Aaron, whom He had chosen. 

 Cross References: Exodus 3:10; Exodus 4:14; Micah 6:4

27 They performed His signs among them, 

wonders in the land of Ham. 

 Cross References: Exodus 7:3; Exodus 11:9; Exodus 7:10

28 He sent darkness, and made the land dark; 

they did not rebel against His word. 

 Cross References: Exodus 10:21; Exodus 10:22; Exodus 10:23

29 He turned their waters into blood, 

killing their fish. 

 Cross References: Exodus 7:20; Exodus 7:21; Exodus 7:17

30 Their land swarmed with frogs, 

even into the chambers of their kings. 

 Cross References: Exodus 8:6; Exodus 8:3; Exodus 8:2

31 At His command, swarms of flies came, 

and gnats throughout their borders. 

 Cross References: Exodus 8:21; Exodus 8:24; Exodus 8:17

32 He gave them hail for rain, 

and lightning bolts in their land. 

 Cross References: Exodus 9:23; Exodus 9:24; Exodus 9:22

33 He struck down their vines and fig trees; 

He shattered the trees of their country. 

 Cross References: Exodus 9:25; Exodus 10:15; Exodus 9:31

34 He spoke, and locusts came—

countless grasshoppers without number. 

 Cross References: Exodus 10:13; Exodus 10:4; Exodus 10:12

35 They devoured every plant in their land, and ate the fruit of their soil. 

 Cross References: Exodus 10:15; Joel 1:4; Exodus 10:5

36 He struck down all the firstborn in their land, 

the firstfruits of all their strength. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:29; Exodus 11:5; Exodus 12:12

God Redeems His People

37 He brought Israel out with silver and gold; 

not one among their tribes stumbled. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:35; Exodus 12:36; Exodus 12:37

38 Egypt was glad when they departed, 

for dread of them had fallen on them. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:33; Exodus 12:39; Exodus 1:12

39 He spread a cloud as a covering, 

and fire to give light by night. 

 Cross References: Exodus 13:21; Exodus 13:22; Exodus 14:19

40 They asked, and He brought quail; 

He satisfied them with the bread of heaven. 

 Cross References: Exodus 16:13; Exodus 16:15; Numbers 11:31

41 He opened the rock, and water gushed out; 

it flowed like a river in the desert. 

 Cross References: Exodus 17:6; Numbers 20:11; 1 Corinthians 10:4

42 For He remembered His holy promise

given to His servant Abraham. 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:13; Genesis 17:7; Luke 1:54

43 He brought out His people with joy, 

His chosen ones with gladness. 

 Cross References: Exodus 15:1; Isaiah 51:11; Exodus 12:51

44 He gave them the lands of the nations; 

they inherited what others had worked for—

 Cross References: Joshua 11:23; Joshua 21:43; Deuteronomy 6:10

45 So that they might keep His statutes

and observe His laws. 

Praise the Lord! 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:1; Deuteronomy 6:1; Leviticus 18:5

Key Lessons from Psalm 105

•  God Keeps His Promises – His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob stands forever. 

•  God Protects His People – Even when they were few and vulnerable, He rebuked kings for their sake. 

•  God Uses Trials for Good – Joseph’s suffering led to his exaltation and Israel’s preservation. 

•  God’s Power Is Supreme – The plagues in Egypt revealed His authority over nations and nature. 

•  God Provides for His People – In the wilderness He gave quail, manna, water, and protection. 

•  Obedience Is the Goal – God blesses His people so they may keep His statutes and walk in His ways. 

Psalm 106 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Confession of Sin and Praise for God’s Mercy” 

Call to Praise and Blessing

1 Praise the Lord! 

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; 

His mercy endures forever. 

 Cross References: Psalm 107:1; 1 Chronicles 16:34; Psalm 136:1

2 Who can fully describe the mighty acts of the Lord

or proclaim all His praise? 

 Cross References: Psalm 40:5; Psalm 71:15; Job 5:9

3 Blessed are those who practice justice

and do what is right at all times. 

 Cross References: Psalm 15:2; Proverbs 14:21; Isaiah 56:1

A Plea for Mercy

4 Remember me, Lord, with the favor You show Your people. 

Come to me with Your salvation, 

 Cross References: Psalm 25:16; Psalm 119:132; Nehemiah 13:22

5 So I may enjoy the prosperity of Your chosen ones, 

rejoice in the gladness of Your nation, 

and glory with Your inheritance. 

 Cross References: Psalm 65:4; Deuteronomy 33:29; 1 Peter 2:9

Confession of Sin

6 We have sinned like our ancestors; 

we have committed iniquity and acted wickedly. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:47; Daniel 9:5; Leviticus 26:40

7 Our fathers in Egypt did not understand Your wonders. 

They did not remember the abundance of Your mercies, 

but rebelled at the sea, at the Red Sea. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:11; Exodus 14:12; Exodus 5:21

8 Yet He saved them for His name’s sake, 

to make His mighty power known. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:30; Ezekiel 20:9; Isaiah 63:12

9 He rebuked the Red Sea, and it dried up; 

He led them through the depths as through a desert. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:21; Exodus 14:22; Nahum 1:4

10 He saved them from the hand of their foe; 

He redeemed them from the power of the enemy. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:30; Exodus 15:13; Luke 1:71

11 The waters covered their enemies; 

not one of them remained. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:28; Exodus 15:5; Exodus 15:10

12 Then they believed His words

and sang His praise. 

 Cross References: Exodus 15:1; Exodus 14:31; Exodus 15:20

Israel’s Rebellion in the Wilderness

13 But they soon forgot His works; 

they did not wait for His counsel. 

 Cross References: Exodus 15:24; Exodus 16:2; Numbers 11:1

14 They craved intensely in the wilderness, 

testing God in the desert. 

 Cross References: Numbers 11:4; Numbers 11:33; 1 Corinthians 10:6

15 He gave them what they asked for, 

but sent leanness into their souls. 

 Cross References: Numbers 11:20; Numbers 11:33; Numbers 11:34

16 In the camp they envied Moses

and Aaron, the holy one of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Numbers 16:1; Numbers 16:3; Numbers 16:2

17 The earth opened and swallowed Dathan; 

it covered the company of Abiram. 

 Cross References: Numbers 16:31; Numbers 16:32; Deuteronomy 11:6

18 Fire blazed among their followers; 

flames consumed the wicked. 

 Cross References: Numbers 16:35; Numbers 16:21; Leviticus 10:2

19 At Horeb they made a calf

and worshiped a metal image. 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:4; Exodus 32:8; Deuteronomy 9:16

20 They exchanged their glorious God

for an image of an ox that eats grass. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 2:11; Romans 1:23; Exodus 32:8

21 They forgot God their Savior, 

who had done great things in Egypt, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:18; Psalm 78:11; Judges 8:34

22 Wondrous works in the land of Ham, 

and awesome deeds by the Red Sea. 

 Cross References: Exodus 7:3; Psalm 78:12; Exodus 14:27

23 So He said He would destroy them—

had not Moses, His chosen one, 

stood in the breach before Him

to turn away His wrath from destroying them. 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:10; Exodus 32:14; Ezekiel 22:30

Unbelief and Idolatry

24 They despised the pleasant land; 

they did not believe His promise. 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:31; Numbers 13:32; Hebrews 3:19

25 They grumbled in their tents

and did not listen to the Lord’s voice. 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:2; Deuteronomy 1:27; Numbers 14:27

26 So He swore to overthrow them in the wilderness, 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:28; Numbers 14:29; Hebrews 3:17

27 To scatter their descendants among the nations, 

and disperse them throughout the lands. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:33; Deuteronomy 28:64; Ezekiel 20:23

28 They yoked themselves to Baal of Peor

and ate sacrifices offered to lifeless gods. 

 Cross References: Numbers 25:2; Numbers 25:3; Numbers 25:5

29 They provoked the Lord to anger with their deeds, 

and a plague broke out among them. 

 Cross References: Numbers 25:3; Numbers 25:9; 1 Corinthians 10:8

30 But Phinehas stood up and intervened, 

and the plague was stopped. 

 Cross References: Numbers 25:7; Numbers 25:8; Numbers 25:11

31 This was credited to him as righteousness

for all generations to come. 

 Cross References: Numbers 25:12; Numbers 25:13; Romans 4:3

More Rebellion

32 They angered Him at the waters of Meribah, 

and it went badly for Moses because of them. 

 Cross References: Numbers 20:3; Numbers 20:13; Numbers 20:24

33 They provoked his spirit, 

so that he spoke rashly with his lips. 

 Cross References: Numbers 20:10; Numbers 20:12; Deuteronomy 1:37

34 They did not destroy the nations

as the Lord had commanded them. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 7:2; Judges 1:21; Judges 1:27

35 Instead, they mingled with the nations

and learned their practices. 

 Cross References: Judges 3:5; Judges 3:6; 2 Kings 17:15

36 They served their idols, 

which became a snare to them. 

 Cross References: Judges 2:11; Judges 2:19; 1 Kings 11:33

37 They sacrificed their sons and daughters to demons. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 17:17; Deuteronomy 32:17; 2 Chronicles 28:3

38 They shed innocent blood—

the blood of their own children, 

whom they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan. 

So the land was polluted with blood. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 21:16; Numbers 35:33; Ezekiel 16:20

39 They defiled themselves by their deeds; 

they prostituted themselves by their actions. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 20:30; Leviticus 17:7; Judges 2:17

God’s Wrath and Mercy

40 Therefore the Lord’s anger burned against His people; 

He abhorred His own inheritance. 

 Cross References: Judges 2:14; Judges 10:7; Deuteronomy 29:27

41 He handed them over to the nations; 

those who hated them ruled over them. 

 Cross References: Judges 2:14; Judges 3:8; Nehemiah 9:27

42 Their enemies oppressed them

and subdued them under their power. 

 Cross References: Judges 4:2; Judges 10:8; Judges 3:14

43 Many times He rescued them, 

but they continued to rebel

and were brought low by their sin. 

 Cross References: Judges 2:16; Judges 2:18; Judges 2:19

44 Yet He saw their distress

and heard their cry. 

 Cross References: Judges 2:18; Judges 10:16; Exodus 3:7

45 He remembered His covenant with them

and relented according to His great mercy. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:42; Leviticus 26:45; Judges 2:1

46 He caused their captors

to show them compassion. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:50; Nehemiah 1:11; Daniel 1:9

Closing Prayer of Deliverance

47 Save us, Lord our God, 

and gather us from among the nations, 

so that we may give thanks to Your holy name

and glory in Your praise. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 16:35; Nehemiah 1:9; Ezekiel 36:24

48 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 

from everlasting to everlasting. 

And let all the people say,  Amen! 

Praise the Lord! 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 16:36; Psalm 41:13; Psalm 89:52

Key Lessons from Psalm 106

•  God’s mercy outlasts human failure – though Israel repeatedly sinned, He never abandoned them completely. 

•  Forgetfulness leads to rebellion – forgetting God’s works results in sin, idolatry, and destruction. 

•  Intercession matters – Moses and Phinehas show how one righteous person can stand in the gap for many. 

•  Idolatry destroys life – turning from God to false gods leads to bloodshed, injustice, and corruption. 

•  God hears the repentant – no matter how far His people fall, His covenant love draws them back when they cry out. 

Psalm 107 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Thanksgiving for God’s Deliverance” 

Introduction: The Redeemed Give Thanks

1 Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; 

His mercy endures forever. 

 Cross References: Psalm 106:1; 1 Chronicles 16:34; Jeremiah 33:11

2 Let the redeemed of the Lord declare it—

those He has redeemed from the hand of the enemy, 

 Cross References: Isaiah 62:12; Isaiah 35:10; Exodus 6:6

3 Those He has gathered from the lands, 

from the east and the west, 

from the north and the south. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 43:5; Isaiah 11:12; Ezekiel 36:24

The Wanderers in the Desert

4 They wandered in the wilderness on desolate paths; 

they found no city where they could dwell. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 8:15; Exodus 15:22; Numbers 33:8

5 Hungry and thirsty, 

their souls grew faint within them. 

 Cross References: Exodus 16:3; Exodus 17:3; Deuteronomy 8:3

6 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, 

and He delivered them from their distress. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:10; Exodus 15:25; Psalm 34:6

7 He led them by a straight way

to a city where they could live. 

 Cross References: Exodus 13:18; Exodus 15:13; Psalm 5:8

8 Oh, that people would praise the Lord for His goodness

and for His wonderful works to humanity! 

 Cross References: Psalm 100:4; Psalm 145:10; Lamentations 3:22

9 For He satisfies the thirsty soul

and fills the hungry with good things. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 55:1; Matthew 5:6; Luke 1:53

The Prisoners in Darkness

10 Some sat in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

bound in affliction and chains, 

 Cross References: Isaiah 42:7; Isaiah 49:9; Luke 1:79

11 Because they had rebelled against God’s words

and rejected the counsel of the Most High. 

 Cross References: Numbers 14:11; Deuteronomy 1:26; Isaiah 5:24

12 So He humbled their hearts with hard labor; 

they stumbled, and there was no one to help. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:36; Nehemiah 9:37; Isaiah 47:6

13 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, 

and He saved them from their distress. 

 Cross References: Psalm 34:17; Exodus 2:23; Judges 3:9

14 He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death

and broke their chains apart. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 42:7; Acts 12:7; Isaiah 61:1

15 Oh, that people would praise the Lord for His goodness

and for His wonderful works to humanity! 

 Cross References: Psalm 92:1; Psalm 106:1; 1 Chronicles 16:34

16 For He has broken the gates of bronze

and cut through the bars of iron. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 45:2; Acts 12:10; Isaiah 45:1

The Afflicted Fools

17 Some became fools through their rebellious ways

and suffered affliction because of their iniquities. 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:5; Numbers 21:6; Leviticus 26:16

18 Their soul loathed all manner of food, 

and they drew near the gates of death. 

 Cross References: Job 33:20; Job 33:22; Psalm 88:3

19 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, 

and He saved them from their distress. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 20:2; 2 Kings 20:5; James 5:13

20 He sent forth His word and healed them; 

He rescued them from the pit of destruction. 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:8; Numbers 21:9; Matthew 8:8

21 Oh, that people would praise the Lord for His goodness

and for His wonderful works to humanity! 

 Cross References: Psalm 111:4; Psalm 145:9; Psalm 34:8

22 Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving

and tell of His deeds with songs of joy. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 7:12; Psalm 50:14; Hebrews 13:15

The Sailors in the Storm

23 Others went out to sea in ships, 

doing business on the mighty waters. 

 Cross References: Jonah 1:3; Acts 27:2; Isaiah 42:10

24 They saw the works of the Lord

and His wonders in the deep. 

 Cross References: Job 9:8; Job 26:12; Job 38:16

25 For He spoke and raised the stormy wind, which lifted up the waves of the sea. 

 Cross References: Jonah 1:4; Psalm 148:8; Nahum 1:3

26 They rose up to the heavens, then sank to the depths; 

their courage melted away in their misery. 

 Cross References: Jonah 1:5; Job 26:11; Psalm 104:6

27 They staggered and reeled like drunkards; 

they were at their wits’ end. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 24:20; Jonah 1:5; Acts 27:15

28 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, 

and He brought them out of their distress. 

 Cross References: Jonah 1:6; Jonah 1:14; Mark 4:38

29 He stilled the storm to a whisper, 

and the waves of the sea were hushed. 

 Cross References: Mark 4:39; Matthew 8:26; Jonah 1:15

30 They were glad when the waters grew calm, 

and He guided them to their desired haven. 

 Cross References: Psalm 46:1; Acts 27:44; Jonah 1:16

31 Oh, that people would praise the Lord for His goodness

and for His wonderful works to humanity! 

 Cross References: Psalm 66:16; Psalm 96:3; Psalm 145:12

32 Let them exalt Him in the congregation of the people

and praise Him in the assembly of the elders. 

 Cross References: Psalm 22:22; Psalm 111:1; Psalm 149:1

God’s Sovereignty Over the Land

33 He turns rivers into a desert, 

springs of water into parched ground, 

 Cross References: Isaiah 50:2; Isaiah 19:5; Isaiah 42:15

34 And fruitful land into a barren wasteland, 

because of the wickedness of those who dwell there. 

 Cross References: Genesis 19:24; Genesis 19:25; Deuteronomy 29:23

35 He turns the desert into pools of water, 

and dry land into flowing springs. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 41:18; Isaiah 35:6; Isaiah 35:7

36 There He settles the hungry, 

and they build a city to dwell in. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 65:21; Ezekiel 36:33; Ezekiel 36:34

37 They sow fields and plant vineyards

that yield a fruitful harvest. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 65:21; Amos 9:14; Jeremiah 31:5

38 He blesses them, and they multiply greatly; 

He does not let their herds diminish. 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:28; Leviticus 26:9; Deuteronomy 7:13

39 Yet when they are reduced and humbled

by oppression, affliction, and sorrow, 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:16; Deuteronomy 28:62; Isaiah 1:7

40 He pours contempt on princes

and makes them wander in a trackless wasteland. 

 Cross References: Job 12:21; Job 12:24; Isaiah 34:11

41 But He raises the poor out of affliction

and makes their families like flocks. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 2:8; Job 5:11; Psalm 113:7

42 The upright see it and rejoice, 

but all wickedness shuts its mouth. 

 Cross References: Job 5:16; Job 22:19; Psalm 58:10

Closing Wisdom

43 Whoever is wise will pay attention to these things

and consider the lovingkindness of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Hosea 14:9; Jeremiah 9:12; Proverbs 1:5

Key Lessons from Psalm 107

•  God’s mercy reaches every situation – whether lost in the desert, bound in prison, afflicted by sin, or tossed in the storm, His deliverance is sure for those who cry out. 

•  God responds to prayer – the refrain “Then they cried to the Lord … and He delivered them” 

is repeated four times, showing His faithfulness. 

•  His power rules over creation – He can turn fertile land into desert and desert into springs, reminding us that He controls both judgment and blessing. 

•  The wise will learn – wisdom means recognizing God’s providence and trusting His steadfast love. 

Psalm 108 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Steadfast Praise and Prayer for Victory” 

A Heart Fixed on Praise

1 O God, my heart is steadfast; 

I will sing and make music with all my being. 

 Cross References: Psalm 57:7; Psalm 57:8; Psalm 103:1

2 Awake, harp and lyre! 

I will awaken the dawn. 

 Cross References: Psalm 57:8; Psalm 92:3; Psalm 150:3

3 I will praise You, Lord, among the peoples; 

I will sing praises to You among the nations. 

 Cross References: Psalm 57:9; Psalm 18:49; Romans 15:9

4 For Your mercy is higher than the heavens, 

and Your truth reaches to the clouds. 

 Cross References: Psalm 57:10; Psalm 36:5; Psalm 103:11

5 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens, 

and let Your glory be over all the earth. 

 Cross References: Psalm 57:11; Psalm 8:1; Isaiah 6:3

Prayer for Deliverance

6 That Your beloved may be delivered, 

save with Your right hand and answer me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 60:5; Psalm 20:6; Psalm 138:7

7 God has spoken from His sanctuary:

“I will rejoice, I will divide Shechem

and measure off the valley of Succoth. 

 Cross References: Psalm 60:6; Genesis 33:17; Joshua 13:27

8 Gilead is Mine, Manasseh is Mine; 

Ephraim is the helmet of My head, 

Judah is My scepter. 

 Cross References: Psalm 60:7; Genesis 49:10; Genesis 48:14

9 Moab is My washbasin; 

over Edom I will cast My shoe; 

over Philistia I shout in triumph.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 60:8; 2 Samuel 8:2; Numbers 24:18

Confidence in God’s Victory

10 Who will bring me into the fortified city? 

Who will lead me into Edom? 

 Cross References: Psalm 60:9; 2 Samuel 8:14; 2 Kings 14:7

11 Is it not You, O God, who have rejected us? 

Is it not You, O God, who no longer go forth with our armies? 

 Cross References: Psalm 60:10; Psalm 44:9; Judges 4:14

12 Give us help against the enemy, 

for the help of man is useless. 

 Cross References: Psalm 60:11; Psalm 146:3; Jeremiah 17:5

13 Through God we shall do valiantly, 

and it is He who will tread down our enemies. 

 Cross References: Psalm 60:12; Psalm 44:5; Philippians 4:13

Key Lessons from Psalm 108

•  Steadfast devotion – A fixed heart is one that refuses to waver, choosing to praise God early and among the nations. 

•  God’s mercy and truth are boundless – His love and faithfulness extend beyond the skies, assuring us of His reliability. 

•  God rules over the nations – The lands and peoples belong to Him; He exerts authority over every kingdom. 

•  Man’s help is vain – True deliverance and victory come only through God’s power. 

•  Victory is certain in God – With Him, His people can act boldly and confidently, knowing He will subdue their enemies. 

Psalm 109 – Crawford Standard Bible

“A Cry for Justice Against False Accusers” 

The Cry of the Oppressed

1 O God of my praise, do not remain silent, 

 Cross References: Psalm 83:1; Psalm 28:1; Psalm 35:22

2 for the mouth of the wicked and the mouth of the deceitful are opened against me. 

They have spoken lies against me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 52:2; Psalm 120:2; Psalm 5:9

3 They surround me with words of hatred, 

and fight against me without cause. 

 Cross References: Psalm 35:19; Psalm 69:4; John 15:25

4 In return for my love they are my accusers, 

but I give myself to prayer. 

 Cross References: Psalm 35:12; Psalm 38:20; Matthew 5:44

5 They repay me evil for good, 

and hatred for my love. 

 Cross References: Genesis 44:4; Proverbs 17:13; 1 Samuel 25:21

A Call for Justice

6 Appoint a wicked man against him; 

let an accuser stand at his right hand. 

 Cross References: Zechariah 3:1; Job 1:6; 1 Chronicles 21:1

7 When he is judged, let him be found guilty; 

let his prayer be counted as sin. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 1:15; Proverbs 28:9; Proverbs 15:8

8 Let his days be few; 

let another take his office. 

 Cross References: Acts 1:20; Job 14:1; Psalm 55:23

9 Let his children be fatherless, 

and his wife a widow. 

 Cross References: Exodus 22:24; Job 27:14; Lamentations 5:3

10 Let his children be wandering beggars; 

let them seek their food from desolate places. 

 Cross References: Genesis 4:12; Lamentations 4:4; Job 15:23

11 Let the creditor seize all he has; 

let strangers plunder the fruits of his labor. 

 Cross References: Job 5:5; Deuteronomy 28:33; Job 31:8

12 Let there be none to extend kindness to him, 

nor any to show favor to his fatherless children. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 21:13; Job 6:14; Jeremiah 16:5

13 Let his descendants be cut off; 

let their name be blotted out in the next generation. 

 Cross References: Job 18:19; Psalm 37:28; Deuteronomy 29:20

14 Let the iniquity of his fathers be remembered before the Lord; let not the sin of his mother be blotted out. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:5; Nehemiah 4:5; Jeremiah 18:23

15 Let them be before the Lord continually, 

that He may cut off their memory from the earth. 

 Cross References: Psalm 34:16; Psalm 9:6; Deuteronomy 25:19

The Reason for Judgment

16 For he did not remember to show mercy, 

but persecuted the poor and needy man, 

and sought to slay the brokenhearted. 

 Cross References: James 2:13; Ezekiel 34:4; Proverbs 14:31

17 He loved cursing, so let it come upon him; 

he took no delight in blessing, so let it be far from him. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 26:2; Galatians 6:7; Obadiah 1:15

18 He clothed himself with cursing as with a garment; 

so let it soak into his body like water, 

and like oil into his bones. 

 Cross References: Numbers 5:22; Job 20:14; Proverbs 18:8

19 Let it be to him like the cloak he wraps around him, 

like the belt he wears continually. 

 Cross References: Job 8:22; Isaiah 59:17; Psalm 35:26

20 Let this be the Lord’s repayment to my accusers, 

to those who speak evil against my soul. 

 Cross References: Psalm 35:1; Psalm 71:13; Jeremiah 18:20

A Plea for Mercy

21 But You, O God my Lord, 

deal kindly with me for Your name’s sake; 

because Your steadfast love is good, deliver me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 25:11; Psalm 143:11; Psalm 79:9

22 For I am poor and needy, 

and my heart is wounded within me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 40:17; Psalm 69:29; Psalm 102:4

23 I am fading like a shadow at evening; 

I am shaken off like a locust. 

 Cross References: Psalm 102:11; Job 14:2; Exodus 10:19

24 My knees are weak from fasting; 

my body has grown thin and frail. 

 Cross References: Psalm 35:13; Psalm 69:10; Daniel 10:3

25 I am an object of scorn to them; 

when they see me, they shake their heads. 

 Cross References: Psalm 22:7; Matthew 27:39; Lamentations 2:15

Hope in God’s Deliverance

26 Help me, O Lord my God; 

save me according to Your mercy, 

 Cross References: Psalm 31:16; Psalm 6:4; Psalm 44:26

27 that they may know this is Your hand, 

that You, Lord, have done it. 

 Cross References: Exodus 8:19; Ezekiel 37:14; 1 Kings 18:37

28 Let them curse, but You will bless; 

when they arise, let them be put to shame, 

but let Your servant rejoice. 

 Cross References: Numbers 23:8; Romans 12:14; Psalm 129:5

29 Let my accusers be clothed with disgrace; 

let them wrap themselves in their own shame as in a cloak. 

 Cross References: Psalm 35:4; Psalm 132:18; Jeremiah 20:11

30 With my mouth I will greatly praise the Lord; 

I will praise Him among the multitude. 

 Cross References: Psalm 22:22; Psalm 35:18; Psalm 111:1

31 For He stands at the right hand of the needy one, 

to save him from those who condemn his soul. 

 Cross References: Psalm 140:12; Proverbs 22:23; Psalm 16:8

Key Lessons from Psalm 109

•  False accusations are painful, but God hears the cry of the oppressed. 

•  The imprecatory prayers reflect a longing for God’s justice, not personal vengeance. 

•  Sin brings its own judgment — those who love cursing and hatred will reap its fruit. 

•  God’s mercy is greater than man’s hatred — while enemies curse, the Lord blesses. 

•  The Lord stands with the needy — He defends the weak and delivers those condemned unfairly. 

Psalm 110 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Reign of the Messiah” 

The King Enthroned

1 The Lord said to my Lord, 

“Sit at My right hand, 

until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 22:44; Acts 2:34; Hebrews 1:13

2 The Lord will extend the scepter of Your strength from Zion, saying, “Rule in the midst of Your enemies.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 2:6; Psalm 2:9; Micah 4:2

The People of the Messiah

3 Your people will offer themselves freely in the day of Your power, in holy splendor; 

from the womb of the morning, 

You have the dew of Your youth. 

 Cross References: Psalm 2:7; Isaiah 53:10; Luke 1:78

The Eternal Priesthood

4 The Lord has sworn and will not change His mind:

“You are a priest forever, 

after the order of Melchizedek.” 

 Cross References: Hebrews 5:6; Hebrews 7:17; Genesis 14:18

The Coming Judgment

5 The Lord, at Your right hand, 

will crush kings on the day of His wrath. 

 Cross References: Revelation 19:15; Psalm 2:5; Isaiah 63:3

6 He will execute judgment among the nations, 

filling them with corpses; 

He will shatter the heads

over many lands. 

 Cross References: Revelation 19:11; Joel 3:12; Isaiah 66:16

The Final Victory

7 He will drink from the brook by the way; 

therefore He will lift up His head. 

 Cross References: Judges 7:5; Philippians 2:9; Psalm 3:3

Key Lessons from Psalm 110

•  Christ is both King and Priest — He reigns with authority and intercedes forever after the order of Melchizedek. 

•  God’s promise is unchangeable — “The Lord has sworn and will not repent.” 

•  The Messiah’s rule will overcome all enemies, no matter their strength. 

•  His people are willing and holy, clothed in spiritual beauty, standing with Him in His day of power. 

•  Victory and refreshment are assured — Christ drinks of the brook, symbolizing triumph and renewal, and lifts His head in glory. 

Psalm 111 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Great Works of the Lord” 

Wholehearted Praise

1 Praise the Lord! 

I will give thanks to the Lord with all my heart, 

in the council of the upright, 

and in the congregation. 

 Cross References: Psalm 138:1; Psalm 35:18; Psalm 9:1

The Works of God

2 Great are the works of the Lord, 

studied by all who delight in them. 

 Cross References: Psalm 92:5; Psalm 104:24; Job 5:9

3 His work is majestic and glorious, 

and His righteousness endures forever. 

 Cross References: Psalm 145:5; Psalm 104:1; Psalm 112:3

4 He has caused His wonderful works to be remembered; 

the Lord is gracious and full of compassion. 

 Cross References: Exodus 34:6; Psalm 103:8; Psalm 145:9

The Covenant Provider

5 He provides food for those who fear Him; 

He remembers His covenant forever. 

 Cross References: Psalm 34:10; Genesis 9:15; Matthew 6:33

6 He has shown His people the power of His works, 

giving them the inheritance of the nations. 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:43; Psalm 105:44; Deuteronomy 4:38

The Reliability of His Word

7 The works of His hands are truth and justice; 

all His commandments are trustworthy. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:4; Psalm 19:9; Revelation 15:3

8 They are established forever and ever, 

done in truth and uprightness. 

 Cross References: Psalm 119:89; Matthew 5:18; Isaiah 40:8

Redemption and Reverence

9 He sent redemption to His people; 

He has commanded His covenant forever. 

Holy and awesome is His name. 

 Cross References: Luke 1:68; Exodus 6:6; Luke 1:49


The Beginning of Wisdom

10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; 

all who obey His commandments have good understanding. 

His praise endures forever! 

 Cross References: Proverbs 9:10; Proverbs 1:7; Job 28:28

Key Lessons from Psalm 111

•  Praise begins with a whole heart — worship is not partial but full devotion before God and His people. 

•  God’s works are great and worth studying — His creation, providence, and redemption reveal His glory. 

•  His covenant is eternal — He remembers His promises and provides for His people. 

•  His commandments are sure and trustworthy — built on truth and righteousness, they endure forever. 

•  Wisdom starts with reverence — fearing the Lord is the foundation for true understanding. 

•  His praise never ends — all creation testifies to His greatness, and His people will glorify Him forever. 

Psalm 112 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Blessings of the Righteous” 

The Fear of the Lord

1 Praise the Lord! 

Blessed is the one who fears the Lord, 

who greatly delights in His commandments. 

 Cross References: Psalm 1:2; Psalm 128:1; Proverbs 8:34

Generational Blessing

2 His descendants will be mighty on the earth; 

the generation of the upright will be blessed. 

 Cross References: Psalm 37:26; Proverbs 20:7; Psalm 102:28

3 Wealth and riches are in his house, 

and his righteousness endures forever. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 3:16; Proverbs 8:18; Psalm 111:3

Light in Darkness

4 To the upright, light shines in the darkness; 

he is gracious, compassionate, and righteous. 

 Cross References: Psalm 97:11; Isaiah 58:10; Job 11:17

The Gracious and Just Man

5 Good is the man who deals generously and lends, 

who conducts his affairs with justice. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 19:17; Luke 6:35; Psalm 37:21

6 Surely he will never be shaken; 

the righteous will be remembered forever. 

 Cross References: Psalm 15:5; Proverbs 10:7; Psalm 55:22

Trust in the Lord

7 He will not fear bad news; 

his heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord. 

 Cross References: Psalm 27:3; Proverbs 1:33; Isaiah 26:3

8 His heart is secure; he will not be afraid, 

until he looks with confidence on his adversaries. 

 Cross References: Psalm 118:7; Psalm 59:10; Psalm 91:8

Righteous Generosity

9 He distributes freely, he gives to the poor; his righteousness endures forever; 

his horn will be lifted high in honor. 

 Cross References: 2 Corinthians 9:9; Proverbs 11:24; Psalm 75:10

The Wicked Contrasted

10 The wicked will see it and be vexed; 

he will gnash his teeth and melt away. 

The desire of the wicked will perish. 

 Cross References: Psalm 37:12; Proverbs 10:28; Matthew 8:12

Key Lessons from Psalm 112

•  True blessing comes from fearing the Lord — delight in His commands brings stability and joy. 

•  Righteousness blesses future generations — the upright leave a legacy of faith and strength. 

•  Light shines in darkness — those who walk in God’s ways bring hope, compassion, and justice. 

•  Generosity is the mark of the godly — the righteous freely give, reflecting God’s own giving nature. 

•  Faith over fear — the righteous are not shaken by bad news but remain steady, trusting in the Lord. 

•  Honor belongs to the faithful — while the wicked perish in frustration, the righteous are remembered and exalted. 

Psalm 113 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The God Who Lifts the Lowly” 

Call to Praise

1 Praise the Lord! 

Praise Him, O servants of the Lord; 

praise the name of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Psalm 135:1; Revelation 19:5; Psalm 134:1

2 Blessed be the name of the Lord

from this time forth and forevermore. 

 Cross References: Job 1:21; Psalm 145:2; Daniel 2:20

3 From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

 Cross References: Malachi 1:11; Psalm 50:1; Isaiah 45:6

The Greatness of God

4 The Lord is exalted above all nations, 

His glory is above the heavens. 

 Cross References: Psalm 99:2; Psalm 108:5; Psalm 8:1

5 Who is like the Lord our God, 

the One who sits enthroned on high, 

 Cross References: Exodus 15:11; Psalm 89:6; Isaiah 40:25

6 who stoops down to look

on the heavens and the earth? 

 Cross References: Isaiah 57:15; Psalm 138:6; Philippians 2:8

The God Who Lifts Up

7 He raises the poor from the dust

and lifts the needy from the ash heap, 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 2:8; Psalm 107:41; Job 5:11

8 to seat them with princes, 

with the princes of His people. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 2:8; Luke 1:52; Job 36:7

9 He gives the barren woman a home, 

making her the joyful mother of children. 

Praise the Lord! 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 2:5; Isaiah 54:1; Genesis 21:6

Key Lessons from Psalm 113

•  God is worthy of continual praise — His name should be glorified everywhere and at all times. 

•  The Lord is exalted above all — He reigns above the nations and the heavens, yet is mindful of the earth. 

•  God humbles Himself to help humanity — though high and lifted up, He stoops to care for the lowly. 

•  He raises up the poor and needy — God delights in exalting the humble and restoring dignity to the downtrodden. 

•  God brings joy to the barren — He transforms emptiness into fruitfulness, proving His mercy and compassion. 

•  Praise is the only fitting response — those who know the Lord’s mercy cannot help but exalt His name. 

Psalm 114 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The God Who Shakes Creation” 

Israel Delivered

1 When Israel came out of Egypt, 

the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech, 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:41; Exodus 13:3; Isaiah 63:11

2 Judah became His sanctuary, 

and Israel His dominion. 

 Cross References: Exodus 19:6; Exodus 25:8; Ezekiel 37:28

Creation Trembles

3 The sea looked and fled; 

the Jordan turned back. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:21; Joshua 3:16; Psalm 77:16

4 The mountains skipped like rams, 

the hills like lambs. 

 Cross References: Exodus 19:18; Judges 5:5; Habakkuk 3:6

5 Why is it, O sea, that you fled? 

Why, O Jordan, that you turned back? 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:21; Joshua 3:13; Habakkuk 3:8

6 Why, O mountains, did you leap like rams, 

and you hills, like lambs? 

 Cross References: Psalm 29:6; Isaiah 55:12; Judges 5:5

The Lord’s Presence

7 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, 

at the presence of the God of Jacob, 

 Cross References: Micah 1:4; Nahum 1:5; Isaiah 64:3

8 who turned the rock into a pool of water, 

the hard stone into a flowing spring. 

 Cross References: Exodus 17:6; Numbers 20:11; Deuteronomy 8:15

Key Lessons from Psalm 114

•  God is sovereign over nations — He delivered Israel from Egypt, showing His power over earthly rulers. 

•  God makes His people His dwelling place — Judah became His sanctuary, reminding us that He desires to dwell among His people. 

•  Creation responds to the Creator — seas flee, rivers turn back, and mountains skip at His command. 

•  The earth trembles before God — even the strongest elements of creation bow before His presence. 

•  God provides miraculously for His people — He brings water from the rock, turning barrenness into life. 

•  The same God who shook the earth then still reigns today — His power and presence remain unchanged. 

Psalm 115 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Glory to God Alone” 

Glory to God, Not to Us

1 Not to us, O Lord, not to us, 

but to Your name give glory, 

for the sake of Your mercy and truth. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 42:8; Ezekiel 36:22; 1 Chronicles 29:11

2 Why should the nations say, 

“Where is now their God?” 

 Cross References: Psalm 79:10; Joel 2:17; Psalm 42:3

3 Our God is in the heavens; 

He does whatever pleases Him. 

 Cross References: Psalm 135:6; Daniel 4:35; Isaiah 46:10

The Folly of Idols

4 Their idols are silver and gold, 

the work of human hands. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 2:8; Deuteronomy 4:28; Psalm 135:15

5 They have mouths, but cannot speak; 

eyes, but cannot see. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 44:18; Jeremiah 10:5; Habakkuk 2:18

6 They have ears, but cannot hear; 

noses, but cannot smell. 

 Cross References: Psalm 135:17; Isaiah 44:9; Deuteronomy 4:28

7 They have hands, but cannot feel; 

feet, but cannot walk; 

nor can they make a sound with their throat. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 46:7; Habakkuk 2:19; Jeremiah 10:9

8 Those who make them become like them, 

and so do all who trust in them. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 44:9; Isaiah 44:20; Romans 1:23

Trust in the Living God

9 O Israel, trust in the Lord—

He is their help and their shield. 

 Cross References: Psalm 121:2; Psalm 33:20; Proverbs 30:5

10 O house of Aaron, trust in the Lord—

He is their help and their shield. 

 Cross References: Psalm 118:3; Psalm 135:19; Numbers 18:1

11 All you who fear the Lord, trust in the Lord—

He is their help and their shield. 

 Cross References: Psalm 118:4; Psalm 34:9; Proverbs 3:5

The Blessing of the Lord

12 The Lord has remembered us; He will bless us:

He will bless the house of Israel; 

He will bless the house of Aaron. 

 Cross References: Numbers 6:24; Psalm 67:1; Genesis 12:2

13 He will bless those who fear the Lord, 

both small and great alike. 

 Cross References: Revelation 19:5; Psalm 34:9; Malachi 3:16

14 The Lord shall increase you more and more, 

you and your children. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 1:11; Genesis 22:17; 1 Thessalonians 3:12

15 You are blessed of the Lord, 

the Maker of heaven and earth. 

 Cross References: Genesis 14:19; Psalm 121:2; Psalm 134:3

Everlasting Praise

16 The heavens belong to the Lord, 

but the earth He has given to the children of men. 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:28; Psalm 24:1; Psalm 8:6

17 The dead do not praise the Lord, 

nor any who go down into silence. 

 Cross References: Psalm 6:5; Isaiah 38:18; Psalm 88:11

18 But we will bless the Lord, 

from this time forth and forevermore. 

Praise the Lord! 

 Cross References: Psalm 113:2; Psalm 145:2; Psalm 121:8

Key Lessons from Psalm 115

•  Glory belongs to God alone — Our achievements are nothing compared to His mercy and truth. 

•  Idols are powerless — Though crafted with mouths, eyes, and ears, they are lifeless and cannot help. 

•  Worshipers resemble what they worship — those who trust idols become as empty as the idols themselves. 

•  God is our help and shield — He protects and sustains His people when they trust in Him. 

•  God’s blessing is generational — He increases His people and blesses their children. 

•  The living must praise the Lord — Our time on earth is given to glorify Him continually. 

Psalm 116 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Thanksgiving for Deliverance” 

God Heard My Cry

1 I love the Lord, because He has heard

my voice and my supplications. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:1; Psalm 40:1; Psalm 130:2

2 Because He has inclined His ear to me, 

I will call on Him as long as I live. 

 Cross References: Psalm 17:6; Psalm 71:6; Psalm 146:2

Deliverance from Death

3 The sorrows of death surrounded me, 

and the terrors of the grave took hold of me; 

I found only trouble and sorrow. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:4; Psalm 55:4; Jonah 2:2

4 Then I called on the name of the Lord:

“O Lord, I beg You, deliver my soul!” 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:6; Joel 2:32; Psalm 130:1

5 Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; 

yes, our God is merciful. 

 Cross References: Exodus 34:6; Psalm 145:8; Psalm 111:4

6 The Lord preserves the simple; 

I was brought low, and He saved me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 19:7; Psalm 121:7; Psalm 34:6

Rest for the Soul

7 Return to your rest, O my soul, 

for the Lord has dealt bountifully with you. 

 Cross References: Matthew 11:29; Psalm 13:6; Psalm 119:17

8 For You have delivered my soul from death, 

my eyes from tears, 

and my feet from stumbling. 

 Cross References: Psalm 56:13; Revelation 21:4; Psalm 94:18

9 I will walk before the Lord

in the land of the living. 

 Cross References: Genesis 17:1; Psalm 27:13; Isaiah 38:11

Faith in Affliction

10 I believed, therefore I spoke:

I was greatly afflicted. 

 Cross References: 2 Corinthians 4:13; Habakkuk 2:4; Romans 10:10

11 I said in my haste, 

“All men are liars.” 

 Cross References: Romans 3:4; Psalm 31:22; Numbers 23:19

Thanksgiving to God

12 What shall I render to the Lord

for all His benefits toward me? 

 Cross References: Psalm 103:2; 1 Chronicles 29:14; Romans 12:1

13 I will lift up the cup of salvation

and call on the name of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Psalm 16:5; 1 Corinthians 10:16; Psalm 23:5

14 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord, 

in the presence of all His people. 

 Cross References: Psalm 22:25; Deuteronomy 23:21; Ecclesiastes 5:4

15 Precious in the sight of the Lord

is the death of His saints. 

 Cross References: Numbers 23:10; Philippians 1:21; Revelation 14:13

16 O Lord, truly I am Your servant; 

I am Your servant, the son of Your handmaid; 

You have freed me from my chains. 

 Cross References: Psalm 86:16; Luke 1:38; Psalm 119:125

17 I will offer You the sacrifice of thanksgiving, 

and call on the name of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Psalm 50:14; Hebrews 13:15; Leviticus 7:12

18 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord, 

in the presence of all His people, 

 Cross References: Psalm 61:8; Jonah 2:9; Nahum 1:15

19 in the courts of the house of the Lord, 

in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

Praise the Lord! 

 Cross References: Psalm 84:2; Psalm 122:2; Psalm 100:4

Key Lessons from Psalm 116

•  God hears the cries of His people — He bends His ear toward us when we call in distress. 

•  The Lord delivers from death and sorrow — He rescues the broken and gives life where death threatened. 

•  Rest comes through trust — the soul can return to peace because the Lord has dealt generously with us. 

•  Thanksgiving must be expressed — gratitude is shown in worship, public testimony, and fulfilling vows. 

•  The death of the faithful is precious to God — He values His saints even in their passing, for they are secure in Him. 

•  Freedom in Christ brings joyful service — those loosed from chains of bondage become devoted servants of the Lord. 

Psalm 117 – Crawford Standard Bible

“A Call to All Nations” 

Praise from All Peoples

1 Praise the Lord, all you nations; 

exalt Him, all you peoples. 

 Cross References: Romans 15:11; Psalm 67:3; Revelation 7:9

The Lord’s Enduring Mercy

2 For His steadfast love is great toward us, 

and the truth of the Lord endures forever. 

Praise the Lord! 

 Cross References: Psalm 100:5; Lamentations 3:23; Psalm 36:5

Key Lessons from Psalm 117

•  God’s mercy is for all nations — not just Israel, but every people group is invited to worship. 

•  The Lord’s love is steadfast and unchanging — His kindness reaches across generations. 

•  Truth never fades — God’s promises are eternal, unaffected by time or culture. 

•  Worship is global — heaven will be filled with people from every tribe, tongue, and nation praising the Lord (Revelation 7:9–10). 

Psalm 118 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Lord Is My Salvation” 

A Call to Give Thanks

1 Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; 

His mercy endures forever. 

 Cross References: Psalm 107:1; 1 Chronicles 16:34; Psalm 136:1

2 Let Israel now say:

“His mercy endures forever.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 115:9; Psalm 124:1; Psalm 129:1

3 Let the house of Aaron now say:

“His mercy endures forever.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 115:10; Numbers 3:10; Psalm 135:19

4 Let those who fear the Lord now say:

“His mercy endures forever.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 115:11; Psalm 135:20; Malachi 3:16

The Lord My Helper

5 In my distress I called to the Lord; 

the Lord answered me and set me free. 

 Cross References: Psalm 4:1; Psalm 34:6; Psalm 18:19

6 The Lord is on my side; I will not be afraid. 

What can man do to me? 

 Cross References: Hebrews 13:6; Romans 8:31; Psalm 27:1

7 The Lord is with me, He is my helper; 

I will look in triumph on those who hate me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 54:4; Psalm 112:8; Psalm 59:10

8 It is better to trust in the Lord

than to put confidence in man. 

 Cross References: Psalm 62:9; Jeremiah 17:5; 2 Chronicles 32:8

9 It is better to trust in the Lord

than to put confidence in princes. 

 Cross References: Psalm 146:3; Proverbs 3:5; Micah 7:5

Surrounded but Delivered

10 All nations surrounded me, 

but in the name of the Lord I cut them off. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 20:4; Psalm 27:6; 2 Chronicles 20:12

11 They surrounded me, yes, they surrounded me, 

but in the name of the Lord I cut them off. 

 Cross References: Psalm 22:16; Psalm 17:11; Joshua 10:8

12 They swarmed around me like bees; 

they blazed like a fire of thorns, 

but in the name of the Lord I cut them off. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 1:44; Isaiah 33:12; Ecclesiastes 7:6

13 I was pushed hard so that I might fall, 

but the Lord helped me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 94:18; Psalm 37:24; 2 Corinthians 4:9

The Lord My Strength and Salvation

14 The Lord is my strength and my song; 

He has become my salvation. 

 Cross References: Exodus 15:2; Isaiah 12:2; Habakkuk 3:19

15 Shouts of joy and victory resound

in the tents of the righteous:

“The right hand of the Lord has done mighty things! 

 Cross References: Psalm 32:11; Exodus 15:6; Proverbs 3:33

16 The right hand of the Lord is exalted; 

the right hand of the Lord has done valiantly!” 

 Cross References: Exodus 15:6; Psalm 89:13; Isaiah 41:10

17 I shall not die, but live, 

and declare the works of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Psalm 6:5; Psalm 73:28; Isaiah 38:19

18 The Lord has disciplined me severely, 

but He has not given me over to death. 

 Cross References: Psalm 94:12; Hebrews 12:6; 2 Corinthians 6:9

The Gate of Righteousness

19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; 

I will enter and give thanks to the Lord. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 26:2; Psalm 24:7; Revelation 22:14

20 This is the gate of the Lord; 

the righteous shall enter through it. 

 Cross References: Matthew 7:14; John 10:9; Ezekiel 44:2

21 I will give You thanks, for You answered me; 

You have become my salvation. 

 Cross References: Psalm 116:1; Psalm 28:6; Jonah 2:9

The Cornerstone

22 The stone the builders rejected

has become the chief cornerstone. 

 Cross References: Matthew 21:42; Acts 4:11; 1 Peter 2:7

23 This is the Lord’s doing; 

it is marvelous in our eyes. 

 Cross References: Mark 12:11; Zechariah 8:6; Psalm 98:1

24 This is the day that the Lord has made; 

we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 Cross References: Psalm 30:5; Isaiah 25:9; Philippians 4:4

Hosanna! 

25 Save us now, we pray, O Lord! 

O Lord, we pray, grant us success. 

 Cross References: Matthew 21:9; Mark 11:9; John 12:13

26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

From the house of the Lord we bless you. 

 Cross References: Zechariah 9:9; Matthew 23:39; Luke 19:38

27 The Lord is God, 

and He has made His light shine upon us. 

Bind the sacrifice with cords, 

up to the horns of the altar. 

 Cross References: John 8:12; Leviticus 1:5; Exodus 27:2

Closing Praise

28 You are my God, and I will praise You; 

You are my God, and I will exalt You. 

 Cross References: Exodus 15:2; Isaiah 25:1; Psalm 145:1

29 Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; 

His mercy endures forever. 

 Cross References: Psalm 106:1; 1 Chronicles 16:34; Jeremiah 33:11

Key Lessons from Psalm 118

•  God’s mercy is eternal – no matter the situation, His love remains steadfast (vv. 1–4, 29). 

•  Trust in God, not man – human strength and power are limited, but the Lord never fails (vv. 

6–9). 

•  The rejected stone becomes the cornerstone – a prophecy fulfilled in Jesus Christ (v. 22; cf. 

Matthew 21:42, Acts 4:11, 1 Peter 2:7). 

•  The Lord is salvation – not just a deliverer from enemies, but the Savior of the soul (vv. 14, 21). 

•  This is the day the Lord has made – a call to rejoice in His redemption, a verse often sung in worship (v. 24). 

•  Messianic Hosanna – “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord” was shouted at Jesus’ triumphal entry (v. 26; cf. Matthew 21:9, John 12:13). 

Psalm 119 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Glory of God’s Word” 

ALEPH (vv. 1–8) – The Blessing of Walking in God’s Law 1 Blessed are those whose way is blameless, 

who walk in the law of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Psalm 1:1; Proverbs 11:20; Luke 11:28

2 Blessed are those who keep His testimonies, 

and who seek Him with their whole heart. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:29; Jeremiah 29:13; 2 Chronicles 15:15

3 They do no wrong; 

they walk in His ways. 

 Cross References: 1 John 1:6; Micah 4:2; Deuteronomy 5:33

4 You have commanded us

to keep Your precepts diligently. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:17; Deuteronomy 4:2; Joshua 1:8

5 Oh, that my ways were steadfast

in keeping Your statutes! 

 Cross References: Psalm 25:4; Psalm 143:10; Proverbs 3:5

6 Then I would not be ashamed, 

when I consider all Your commandments. 

 Cross References: 1 John 2:28; Philippians 1:20; Psalm 25:3

7 I will praise You with an upright heart

when I learn Your righteous judgments. 

 Cross References: Psalm 9:1; Psalm 111:1; Psalm 86:12

8 I will keep Your statutes; 

do not forsake me utterly. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 13:5; Deuteronomy 31:6; Psalm 27:9

Key Lessons:

•  True blessing comes from walking according to God’s Word. 

•  Obedience requires wholehearted devotion, not partial effort. 

•  God’s Word removes shame and gives us confidence in Him. 

BETH (vv. 9–16) – Cleansing by the Word

9 How can a young man keep his way pure? 

By guarding it according to Your word. 

 Cross References: Ephesians 5:26; Proverbs 22:6; 2 Timothy 2:22

10 With my whole heart I have sought You; 

do not let me wander from Your commandments. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 15:12; Hebrews 3:12; Psalm 63:1

11 I have hidden Your word in my heart, 

that I might not sin against You. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:6; Colossians 3:16; Proverbs 4:21

12 Blessed are You, O Lord; 

teach me Your statutes. 

 Cross References: Psalm 86:11; Psalm 25:5; James 1:5

13 With my lips I declare

all the judgments of Your mouth. 

 Cross References: Psalm 40:9; Deuteronomy 6:7; Psalm 71:15

14 I rejoice in the way of Your testimonies

as much as in all riches. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 8:10; Psalm 19:8; Philippians 3:8

15 I will meditate on Your precepts

and fix my eyes on Your ways. 

 Cross References: Psalm 143:5; Psalm 1:2; Psalm 77:12

16 I will delight myself in Your statutes; 

I will not forget Your word. 

 Cross References: Psalm 1:2; Deuteronomy 6:12; Job 23:12

Key Lessons:

•  God’s Word is the only path to purity. 

•  Scripture hidden in the heart is a shield against sin. 

•  Meditation on the Word brings more joy than wealth. 

GIMEL (vv. 17–24) – The Word Our Counselor

17 Deal bountifully with Your servant, 

that I may live and keep Your word. 

 Cross References: Psalm 116:7; Psalm 13:6; Titus 3:5

18 Open my eyes, that I may behold

wondrous things out of Your law. 

 Cross References: Ephesians 1:18; Luke 24:45; 2 Corinthians 3:16

19 I am a sojourner on the earth; 

do not hide Your commandments from me. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 11:13; 1 Peter 2:11; 1 Chronicles 29:15

20 My soul is consumed with longing

for Your judgments at all times. 

 Cross References: Psalm 42:1; Psalm 84:2; Philippians 1:23

21 You rebuke the proud, the cursed ones, 

who wander from Your commandments. 

 Cross References: Psalm 138:6; James 4:6; 1 Peter 5:5

22 Take away from me scorn and contempt, 

for I have kept Your testimonies. 

 Cross References: Psalm 69:7; Psalm 44:13; 1 Peter 4:14

23 Even though princes sit plotting against me, 

Your servant will meditate on Your statutes. 

 Cross References: Acts 4:19; Daniel 6:10; Mark 13:11

24 Your testimonies are my delight; 

they are my counselors. 

 Cross References: Psalm 73:24; Proverbs 8:14; Isaiah 9:6

Key Lessons:

•  We need God to open our eyes to see the richness of His Word. 

•  The Word sustains us as strangers in this world. 

•  When slandered or opposed, God’s Word counsels and steadies us. 

DALETH (vv. 25–32) – Revived by the Word

25 My soul clings to the dust; 

revive me according to Your word. 

 Cross References: Genesis 3:19; Matthew 4:4; Psalm 143:11

26 I told of my ways, and You answered me; 

teach me Your statutes. 

 Cross References: Psalm 32:5; 1 John 1:9; Nehemiah 9:20

27 Make me understand the way of Your precepts, 

and I will meditate on Your wondrous works. 

 Cross References: Psalm 145:5; Psalm 105:2; Colossians 1:9

28 My soul melts away for sorrow; 

strengthen me according to Your word. 

 Cross References: Psalm 42:5; Psalm 61:2; Hebrews 4:12

29 Put false ways far from me

and graciously teach me Your law. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 30:8; Ephesians 4:25; Psalm 120:2

30 I have chosen the way of truth; 

I have set Your judgments before me. 

 Cross References: John 14:6; Joshua 24:15; Psalm 16:8

31 I cling to Your testimonies, O Lord; 

do not let me be put to shame. 

 Cross References: Romans 10:11; Isaiah 50:7; 2 Timothy 1:12

32 I will run in the way of Your commandments, 

when You enlarge my heart. 

 Cross References: 1 Corinthians 9:24; Hebrews 12:1; 2 Corinthians 6:11

Key Lessons:

•  God’s Word revives us when we are low in spirit. 

•  Choosing truth requires rejecting lies. 

•  Delight in God’s Word gives us spiritual strength to run the race. 

HE (vv. 33–40) – Teach Me, O Lord

33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of Your statutes; 

and I will keep it to the end. 

 Cross References: Psalm 27:11; Matthew 24:13; Ezra 7:10

34 Give me understanding, and I will keep Your law; 

indeed, I will observe it with my whole heart. 

 Cross References: James 1:5; Proverbs 2:6; Jeremiah 24:7

35 Make me walk in the path of Your commandments, 

for in it I delight. 

 Cross References: Psalm 40:8; Psalm 143:10; Romans 7:22

36 Incline my heart to Your testimonies, 

and not to selfish gain. 

 Cross References: Joshua 24:23; 1 Kings 8:58; 1 Timothy 6:10

37 Turn my eyes away from worthless things; revive me in Your way. 

 Cross References: Job 31:1; Psalm 101:3; Matthew 6:22

38 Confirm Your word to Your servant, 

who is devoted to fearing You. 

 Cross References: Psalm 33:11; 2 Corinthians 1:20; 1 Peter 1:25

39 Turn away the reproach that I dread, 

for Your judgments are good. 

 Cross References: Zephaniah 3:15; Isaiah 54:4; Romans 8:1

40 Behold, I long for Your precepts; 

revive me in Your righteousness. 

 Cross References: Psalm 42:2; Matthew 5:6; Psalm 130:5

Key Lessons:

•  Obedience flows from God-given understanding. 

•  Our hearts must be directed away from greed and vanity, and fixed on God’s Word. 

•  God’s Word both revives us and shields us from shame. 

VAV (vv. 41–48) – Liberty in God’s Word

41 Let Your steadfast love come to me, O Lord, 

Your salvation according to Your word. 

 Cross References: Psalm 85:7; Ephesians 2:8; 1 Peter 1:3

42 Then I will have an answer for those who taunt me, 

for I trust in Your word. 

 Cross References: 1 Peter 3:15; Colossians 4:6; Psalm 38:15

43 Do not take the word of truth utterly from my mouth, 

for I have hoped in Your judgments. 

 Cross References: 2 Timothy 4:2; Titus 1:9; Jeremiah 1:9

44 So shall I keep Your law continually, 

forever and ever. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 11:1; Psalm 145:1; Revelation 22:14

45 And I will walk at liberty, 

for I seek Your precepts. 

 Cross References: Galatians 5:1; James 1:25; John 8:32

46 I will speak of Your testimonies before kings and will not be ashamed. 

 Cross References: Matthew 10:18; Acts 26:1; Romans 1:16

47 I will delight myself in Your commandments, 

which I have loved. 

 Cross References: Psalm 112:1; Psalm 1:2; 1 John 5:3

48 I will lift up my hands to Your commandments, 

which I love, and will meditate on Your statutes. 

 Cross References: Psalm 141:2; Lamentations 3:41; Psalm 63:4

Key Lessons:

•  God’s Word equips us to answer critics and endure taunts. 

•  Obedience to God brings true liberty, not bondage. 

•  Love for the Word leads to bold testimony, even before rulers. 

ZAYIN (vv. 49–56) – Comfort in Affliction

49 Remember Your word to Your servant, 

upon which You have caused me to hope. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 6:18; Psalm 105:8; 2 Peter 3:9

50 This is my comfort in my affliction, 

that Your word has revived me. 

 Cross References: 2 Corinthians 1:3; Romans 15:4; Psalm 94:19

51 The arrogant utterly deride me, 

but I do not turn away from Your law. 

 Cross References: Psalm 22:7; Matthew 5:11; Luke 6:22

52 I have remembered Your judgments of old, O Lord, 

and have found comfort. 

 Cross References: Lamentations 3:21; Psalm 77:11; Deuteronomy 32:7

53 Indignation seizes me

because of the wicked who forsake Your law. 

 Cross References: Psalm 69:9; Jeremiah 5:30; Ezra 9:3

54 Your statutes have been my songs

in the house of my sojourning. 

 Cross References: Ephesians 5:19; 1 Peter 2:11; Psalm 39:12

55 I remember Your name in the night, O Lord, and keep Your law. 

 Cross References: Psalm 63:6; Psalm 42:8; Acts 16:25

56 This blessing has fallen to me, 

that I have kept Your precepts. 

 Cross References: Galatians 6:8; Proverbs 13:13; Psalm 19:11

Key Lessons:

•  God’s promises are the believer’s comfort in affliction. 

•  Remembering God’s past judgments strengthens us in present trials. 

•  His Word gives songs in the night and joy in our pilgrimage. 

HETH (vv. 57–64) – The Lord is My Portion

57 The Lord is my portion; 

I have promised to keep Your words. 

 Cross References: Psalm 16:5; Psalm 73:26; Lamentations 3:24

58 I seek Your favor with my whole heart; 

be gracious to me according to Your word. 

 Cross References: Exodus 33:13; Psalm 27:8; Hosea 5:15

59 I considered my ways

and turned my feet to Your testimonies. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 18:28; Luke 15:18; Haggai 1:5

60 I made haste, and did not delay

to keep Your commandments. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 5:32; Ecclesiastes 9:10; Galatians 1:16

61 Though the cords of the wicked ensnare me, 

I do not forget Your law. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 5:22; Psalm 140:5; Job 18:8

62 At midnight I rise to give thanks to You, 

because of Your righteous judgments. 

 Cross References: Acts 16:25; Psalm 92:1; Luke 6:12

63 I am a companion of all who fear You, 

of those who keep Your precepts. 

 Cross References: Psalm 101:6; Malachi 3:16; Proverbs 13:20

64 The earth, O Lord, is full of Your steadfast love; teach me Your statutes. 

 Cross References: Psalm 33:5; Psalm 145:9; Psalm 104:24

Key Lessons:

•  The Lord Himself is the believer’s inheritance, better than any possession. 

•  True repentance leads to prompt obedience—without delay. 

•  God’s Word binds us in fellowship with all who fear Him. 

TETH (vv. 65–72) – The Blessing of Affliction

65 You have dealt well with Your servant, O Lord, 

according to Your word. 

 Cross References: Psalm 103:10; Psalm 103:2; Lamentations 3:23

66 Teach me good judgment and knowledge, 

for I believe in Your commandments. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 1:4; Proverbs 9:10; 1 Kings 3:9

67 Before I was afflicted I went astray, 

but now I keep Your word. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 12:11; Isaiah 53:6; 1 Peter 2:25

68 You are good and do good; 

teach me Your statutes. 

 Cross References: Psalm 100:5; Nahum 1:7; James 1:17

69 The proud smear me with lies, 

but I will keep Your precepts with my whole heart. 

 Cross References: Psalm 35:11; Psalm 109:2; Psalm 27:12

70 Their heart is unfeeling like fat, 

but I delight in Your law. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:15; Psalm 17:10; Isaiah 6:10

71 It is good for me that I was afflicted, 

that I might learn Your statutes. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 12:10; James 1:2; 2 Corinthians 12:9

72 The law of Your mouth is better to me

than thousands of gold and silver pieces. 

 Cross References: Psalm 19:10; Proverbs 8:10; Proverbs 3:14

Key Lessons:

•  Affliction often serves to drive us back to God’s Word. 

•  God’s goodness is unchanging, even in times of trial. 

•  The Word of God is worth more than all the treasures of the earth. 

YODH (vv. 73–80) – Formed by His Hands

73 Your hands have made and fashioned me; 

give me understanding, that I may learn Your commandments. 

 Cross References: Job 10:8; Psalm 139:14; Isaiah 64:8

74 Those who fear You shall see me and rejoice, 

because I have hoped in Your word. 

 Cross References: Psalm 34:2; Romans 15:13; Psalm 40:16

75 I know, O Lord, that Your judgments are right, 

and that in faithfulness You have afflicted me. 

 Cross References: Job 5:17; Hebrews 12:6; Deuteronomy 8:5

76 Let Your steadfast love be my comfort, 

according to Your promise to Your servant. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 49:13; Psalm 103:13; Psalm 86:15

77 Let Your tender mercies come to me, that I may live, 

for Your law is my delight. 

 Cross References: Psalm 51:1; Psalm 116:5; Lamentations 3:22

78 Let the arrogant be put to shame, 

because they wrong me with lies; 

but I will meditate on Your precepts. 

 Cross References: Psalm 35:26; Psalm 31:17; 1 Peter 3:16

79 Let those who fear You turn to me, 

that they may know Your testimonies. 

 Cross References: Malachi 3:16; Psalm 34:11; Hebrews 10:25

80 May my heart be blameless in Your statutes, 

that I may not be put to shame. 

 Cross References: Psalm 51:10; 1 John 3:21; Colossians 2:2

Key Lessons:

•  God is our Creator and Teacher; the One who formed us can guide us. 

•  Affliction is not random—it comes through God’s faithfulness. 

•  Fellowship with others who fear God strengthens faith and obedience. 

KAPH (vv. 81–88) – Fainting for Salvation 81 My soul longs for Your salvation; 

I hope in Your word. 

 Cross References: Romans 8:24; Psalm 27:4; Lamentations 3:26

82 My eyes fail with watching for Your promise; 

I ask, “When will You comfort me?” 

 Cross References: Psalm 69:3; Lamentations 4:17; Psalm 6:6

83 For I have become like a wineskin in the smoke, 

yet I have not forgotten Your statutes. 

 Cross References: Job 30:30; Psalm 102:3; Lamentations 4:8

84 How many are the days of Your servant? 

When will You execute judgment on my persecutors? 

 Cross References: Psalm 6:3; Revelation 6:10; Habakkuk 1:2

85 The arrogant have dug pits for me, 

they do not live according to Your law. 

 Cross References: Psalm 57:6; Psalm 7:15; Jeremiah 18:20

86 All Your commandments are faithful; 

they persecute me wrongfully—help me! 

 Cross References: 2 Timothy 3:12; Psalm 35:19; John 15:25

87 They almost destroyed me on the earth, 

but I did not forsake Your precepts. 

 Cross References: 2 Corinthians 4:8; Psalm 94:17; Psalm 118:13

88 Revive me according to Your steadfast love, 

that I may keep the testimony of Your mouth. 

 Cross References: Psalm 116:8; Ephesians 2:4; Psalm 71:20

Key Lessons:

•  Even when weary and scorched by trials, the faithful cling to God’s Word. 

•  God’s commandments are faithful when men are not. 

•  Revival comes through God’s love, not our strength. 

LAMEDH (vv. 89–96) – Forever Settled in Heaven

89 Forever, O Lord, Your word is firmly fixed in heaven. 

 Cross References: Matthew 24:35; Isaiah 40:8; Psalm 89:2

90 Your faithfulness endures to all generations; You have established the earth, and it stands fast. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 7:9; Genesis 8:22; Psalm 146:6

91 By Your ordinances they stand this day, 

for all things are Your servants. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 33:25; Psalm 148:5; Romans 11:36

92 If Your law had not been my delight, 

I would have perished in my affliction. 

 Cross References: Psalm 27:13; Habakkuk 3:17; Psalm 42:11

93 I will never forget Your precepts, 

for by them You have given me life. 

 Cross References: John 6:63; Romans 8:11; Deuteronomy 4:9

94 I am Yours; save me, 

for I have sought Your precepts. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 43:1; 1 Corinthians 6:19; Psalm 100:3

95 The wicked lie in wait to destroy me, 

but I consider Your testimonies. 

 Cross References: Psalm 37:32; 1 Peter 5:8; Psalm 27:2

96 I have seen a limit to all perfection, 

but Your commandment is exceedingly broad. 

 Cross References: 1 Corinthians 13:9; 2 Timothy 3:16; Ecclesiastes 3:11

Key Lessons:

•  God’s Word is eternal, unchanging, and fixed in heaven. 

•  His faithfulness spans every generation—He never fails. 

•  Earthly perfection is limited, but God’s Word is limitless in wisdom and scope. 

MEM (vv. 97–104) – Sweeter Than Honey

97 Oh, how I love Your law! 

It is my meditation all the day. 

 Cross References: Psalm 1:2; Joshua 1:8; Jeremiah 15:16

98 Your commandments make me wiser than my enemies, 

for they are ever with me. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:6; 2 Timothy 3:15; Proverbs 2:10

99 I have more understanding than all my teachers, for Your testimonies are my meditation. 

 Cross References: 1 John 2:27; Job 32:8; Psalm 111:10

100 I understand more than the elders, 

because I keep Your precepts. 

 Cross References: Job 12:12; Job 8:8; Ecclesiastes 4:13

101 I have kept my feet from every evil way, 

so that I might obey Your word. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 1:15; Psalm 17:5; Psalm 17:4

102 I have not turned away from Your judgments, 

for You Yourself have taught me. 

 Cross References: John 6:45; Isaiah 54:13; Nehemiah 8:8

103 How sweet are Your words to my taste, 

sweeter than honey to my mouth! 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 3:3; Psalm 34:8; Proverbs 24:13

104 Through Your precepts I gain understanding; 

therefore I hate every false way. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 8:13; Amos 5:15; Psalm 97:10

Key Lessons:

•  Loving and meditating on God’s Word brings wisdom greater than worldly teachers. 

•  Obedience is the pathway to true understanding. 

•  God’s Word satisfies the soul with sweetness beyond honey. 

NUN (vv. 105–112) – A Lamp to My Feet

105 Your word is a lamp to my feet

and a light to my path. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 6:23; 2 Peter 1:19; John 8:12

106 I have sworn an oath and confirmed it, 

to keep Your righteous judgments. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 10:29; Ecclesiastes 5:4; Deuteronomy 23:23

107 I am severely afflicted; 

revive me, O Lord, according to Your word. 

 Cross References: Psalm 6:2; Psalm 41:4; John 5:21

108 Accept, I pray, the freewill offerings of my mouth, O Lord, and teach me Your judgments. 

 Cross References: Hosea 14:2; Hebrews 13:15; Psalm 54:6

109 My life is continually in danger, 

yet I do not forget Your law. 

 Cross References: Judges 12:3; 1 Samuel 19:5; Job 13:14

110 The wicked have laid a snare for me, 

yet I have not strayed from Your precepts. 

 Cross References: Psalm 25:15; Psalm 141:9; Proverbs 4:14

111 Your testimonies are my heritage forever; 

they are the joy of my heart. 

 Cross References: Ephesians 1:11; 1 Peter 1:4; Deuteronomy 33:4

112 My heart is set on keeping Your statutes

to the very end. 

 Cross References: Ruth 1:16; 2 Corinthians 8:11; Philippians 1:6

Key Lessons:

•  God’s Word gives light and direction in the darkest paths. 

•  Even in danger and affliction, the righteous cling to His law. 

•  The Word of God is an eternal inheritance and the joy of the faithful. 

SAMEKH (vv. 113–120) – My Hiding Place and Shield

113 I hate double-minded thoughts, 

but I love Your law. 

 Cross References: Philippians 4:8; 2 Corinthians 10:5; James 1:8

114 You are my hiding place and my shield; 

I hope in Your word. 

 Cross References: Psalm 32:7; Psalm 91:1; Proverbs 30:5

115 Depart from me, you evildoers, 

for I will keep the commandments of my God. 

 Cross References: Psalm 6:8; Matthew 7:23; Psalm 26:5

116 Uphold me according to Your word, that I may live, 

and let me not be ashamed of my hope. 

 Cross References: Romans 5:5; Psalm 37:24; Hebrews 6:19

117 Hold me up, and I shall be safe; 

I will always have regard for Your statutes. 

 Cross References: Psalm 3:5; Psalm 63:8; Jude 1:24

118 You reject all who stray from Your statutes, 

for their deceit is falsehood. 

 Cross References: Psalm 73:27; Proverbs 11:3; Isaiah 28:17

119 You discard all the wicked of the earth like dross; 

therefore I love Your testimonies. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 25:4; Ezekiel 22:18; Malachi 3:2

120 My flesh trembles for fear of You, 

and I stand in awe of Your judgments. 

 Cross References: Habakkuk 3:16; Isaiah 66:2; Hebrews 10:31

Key Lessons:

•  God Himself is the believer’s hiding place and shield. 

•  Double-mindedness is rejected, but steadfast love of His Word secures us. 

•  Awe and holy fear of God’s Word produces reverence and obedience. 

AYIN (vv. 121–128) – Loving God’s Law Above Gold

121 I have done what is just and right; 

do not leave me to my oppressors. 

 Cross References: Micah 6:8; Psalm 9:9; Psalm 103:6

122 Be surety for Your servant for good; 

let not the proud oppress me. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 7:22; Genesis 43:9; Psalm 12:5

123 My eyes fail, watching for Your salvation

and the fulfillment of Your righteous promise. 

 Cross References: Psalm 13:3; Isaiah 51:5; 2 Corinthians 5:2

124 Deal with Your servant according to Your mercy, 

and teach me Your statutes. 

 Cross References: Psalm 33:22; Psalm 25:6; Psalm 86:5

125 I am Your servant; give me understanding, 

that I may know Your testimonies. 

 Cross References: Philippians 1:9; Colossians 1:9; Psalm 116:16

126 It is time for the Lord to act, 

for they have broken Your law. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 24:5; 2 Timothy 4:3; 2 Peter 3:3

127 Therefore I love Your commandments

more than gold, yes, more than fine gold. 

 Cross References: Job 28:15; Proverbs 3:15; Psalm 21:3

128 Therefore I regard all Your precepts as right in every way; I hate every false way. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 30:5; Amos 5:15; Titus 1:9

Key Lessons:

•  God’s Word is worth more than the finest gold. 

•  His people look for His salvation even while waiting under oppression. 

•  Loving His commandments naturally leads to hating what is false. 

PE (vv. 129–136) – Streams of Tears

129 Your testimonies are wonderful; 

therefore my soul keeps them. 

 Cross References: Psalm 139:14; Nehemiah 9:13; Psalm 40:5

130 The unfolding of Your words gives light; 

it gives understanding to the simple. 

 Cross References: Psalm 19:7; 2 Corinthians 4:6; 2 Peter 1:19

131 I open my mouth and pant, 

for I long for Your commandments. 

 Cross References: Psalm 38:9; Psalm 143:6; Amos 8:11

132 Turn to me and be gracious to me, 

as You do to those who love Your name. 

 Cross References: Psalm 25:16; Psalm 86:16; Luke 1:50

133 Order my steps in Your word, 

and let no iniquity have dominion over me. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 16:9; Romans 6:14; Jeremiah 10:23

134 Redeem me from man’s oppression, 

that I may keep Your precepts. 

 Cross References: Psalm 55:18; Luke 1:74; Isaiah 51:12

135 Make Your face shine upon Your servant, and teach me Your statutes. 

 Cross References: Numbers 6:25; Psalm 67:1; Psalm 31:16

136 Streams of tears run down from my eyes, 

because people do not keep Your law. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 9:1; Lamentations 3:48; Luke 19:41

Key Lessons:

•  God’s Word gives light and understanding to the simple-hearted. 

•  Righteous grief flows when the world rejects God’s truth. 

•  Ordered steps in God’s Word keep us free from the dominion of sin. 

TSADHE (vv. 137–144) – Everlasting Righteousness

137 Righteous are You, O Lord, 

and upright are Your judgments. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:4; Revelation 15:3; Psalm 145:17

138 The testimonies You have commanded

are righteous and very faithful. 

 Cross References: Psalm 19:9; Revelation 19:11; Psalm 111:7

139 My zeal consumes me, 

because my enemies forget Your words. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 20:9; John 2:17; Numbers 25:11

140 Your word is very pure; 

therefore Your servant loves it. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 22:31; Psalm 12:6; Psalm 18:30

141 I am small and despised, 

yet I do not forget Your precepts. 

 Cross References: 1 Corinthians 1:27; 1 Samuel 9:21; 1 Samuel 16:11

142 Your righteousness is everlasting, 

and Your law is truth. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 51:6; John 17:17; Psalm 111:3

143 Trouble and anguish have found me out, 

but Your commandments are my delight. 

 Cross References: 2 Corinthians 4:17; Psalm 34:19; John 16:33

144 The righteousness of Your testimonies is everlasting; give me understanding, and I shall live. 

 Cross References: John 5:39; John 6:68; Deuteronomy 32:47

Key Lessons:

•  God’s Word is pure, righteous, and eternal. 

•  Though the world despises us, the law of God is our delight. 

•  True life is found in understanding and obeying God’s everlasting truth. 

RESH (vv. 145–152) – God is Near

145 I cry out with my whole heart; 

answer me, O Lord! I will keep Your statutes. 

 Cross References: Psalm 86:3; Psalm 27:7; Psalm 34:17

146 I call to You; save me, 

and I will keep Your testimonies. 

 Cross References: Psalm 50:15; Joel 2:32; Romans 10:13

147 I rise before dawn and cry for help; 

I put my hope in Your word. 

 Cross References: Mark 1:35; Psalm 5:3; Psalm 88:13

148 My eyes stay open through the night watches, 

that I may meditate on Your word. 

 Cross References: Psalm 92:2; Luke 6:12; Psalm 130:6

149 Hear my voice according to Your steadfast love; 

revive me, O Lord, according to Your justice. 

 Cross References: Psalm 143:1; 1 John 5:14; Jeremiah 31:3

150 Those who pursue evil draw near; 

they are far from Your law. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 23:23; Psalm 37:14; Psalm 21:11

151 But You are near, O Lord, 

and all Your commandments are truth. 

 Cross References: Psalm 145:18; Deuteronomy 4:7; James 4:8

152 Long ago I learned from Your testimonies

that You established them forever. 

 Cross References: 1 Peter 1:25; Psalm 93:5; Psalm 111:8

Key Lessons:

•  God is near to those who cry to Him with their whole heart. 

•  His Word provides hope both day and night. 

•  His testimonies are eternal, unchanging, and faithful. 

QOPH (vv. 153–160) – Revive Me by Your Word

153 Look upon my affliction and deliver me, 

for I do not forget Your law. 

 Cross References: Psalm 25:18; Exodus 3:7; Psalm 9:13

154 Defend my cause and redeem me; 

revive me according to Your promise. 

 Cross References: Psalm 43:1; Micah 7:9; Lamentations 3:58

155 Salvation is far from the wicked, 

for they do not seek Your statutes. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 1:24; Isaiah 55:6; Proverbs 28:9

156 Great are Your mercies, O Lord; 

revive me according to Your judgments. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 9:19; Psalm 69:16; Micah 7:18

157 Many are my persecutors and my foes, 

but I have not turned from Your testimonies. 

 Cross References: 2 Corinthians 1:8; Psalm 3:1; Psalm 56:2

158 I look upon the faithless with grief, 

because they do not keep Your word. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 9:4; 2 Peter 2:7; Mark 3:5

159 Consider how I love Your precepts; 

revive me, O Lord, according to Your steadfast love. 

 Cross References: Psalm 26:3; Ephesians 2:5; Psalm 6:4

160 The sum of Your word is truth, 

and every one of Your righteous judgments endures forever. 

 Cross References: Numbers 23:19; Titus 1:2; Isaiah 45:19

Key Lessons:

•  God’s Word revives the soul when afflicted or oppressed. 

•  The wicked remain far from salvation because they reject His statutes. 

•  Every word of God is truth, eternal, and unshakable. 

RESH (vv. 161–168) – Peace for Those Who Love His Law 161 Princes persecute me without cause, 

but my heart stands in awe of Your word. 

 Cross References: Acts 5:41; Acts 5:29; 1 Samuel 24:6

162 I rejoice in Your word

as one who finds great treasure. 

 Cross References: Matthew 13:44; Jeremiah 15:16; Colossians 2:3

163 I hate and abhor falsehood, 

but I love Your law. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 13:5; Zechariah 8:17; Proverbs 6:17

164 Seven times a day I praise You

because of Your righteous judgments. 

 Cross References: Psalm 55:17; Acts 3:1; Psalm 34:1

165 Great peace have those who love Your law; 

nothing can make them stumble. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 26:3; Philippians 4:7; Proverbs 3:2

166 I wait for Your salvation, O Lord, 

and I follow Your commandments. 

 Cross References: Genesis 49:18; Titus 2:13; Micah 7:7

167 My soul keeps Your testimonies, 

and I love them exceedingly. 

 Cross References: John 14:15; 1 John 2:5; Psalm 18:1

168 I keep Your precepts and testimonies, 

for all my ways are before You. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 5:21; Hebrews 4:13; Job 34:21

Key Lessons:

•  God’s Word is a treasure more valuable than riches. 

•  Loving His law brings great peace and stability. 

•  True devotion is marked by continual love and obedience. 

SHIN (vv. 169–176) – A Cry for the Shepherd

169 Let my cry come near before You, O Lord; 

give me understanding according to Your word. 

 Cross References: Psalm 88:2; Psalm 102:1; Psalm 5:2

170 Let my supplication come before You; 

deliver me according to Your promise. 

 Cross References: Psalm 6:9; Daniel 9:18; Psalm 61:1

171 My lips overflow with praise, 

for You teach me Your statutes. 

 Cross References: Psalm 51:15; Psalm 71:23; Psalm 63:5

172 My tongue sings of Your word, 

for all Your commandments are righteous. 

 Cross References: Psalm 35:28; Psalm 71:24; Psalm 145:21

173 Let Your hand be ready to help me, 

for I have chosen Your precepts. 

 Cross References: Psalm 138:7; Isaiah 41:10; Psalm 89:21

174 I long for Your salvation, O Lord, 

and Your law is my delight. 

 Cross References: Psalm 130:5; Psalm 1:2; Romans 8:23

175 Let my soul live to praise You, 

and let Your judgments help me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 103:1; Psalm 146:2; Isaiah 38:19

176 I have gone astray like a lost sheep; 

seek Your servant, 

for I do not forget Your commandments. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 53:6; Luke 15:4; 1 Peter 2:25

Key Lessons:

•  God’s Word gives understanding, guidance, and deliverance. 

•  The righteous overflow with praise because His commands are true and good. 

•  Like a shepherd seeking a lost sheep, the Lord pursues His wandering people. 

Summary of Psalm 119

•  Psalm 119, the longest chapter in Scripture, exalts the beauty, power, and necessity of God’s Word. Divided into 22 sections (one for each Hebrew letter), it highlights the believer’s relationship to God’s law—through affliction, joy, persecution, meditation, and obedience. 

Major Themes:

•  The Word of God brings wisdom, peace, joy, and understanding. 

•  Affliction often drives us deeper into reliance on His promises. 

•  The Word is eternal, pure, and trustworthy in every generation. 

•  The believer’s heart longs for God’s statutes as for life itself. 

Key Lessons:

•  God’s Word lights the path and anchors the soul. 

•  Obedience to His commands brings stability and peace. 

•  God Himself is near, reviving His people with mercy and truth. 

•  Even when we stray, the Shepherd seeks us, for His Word endures forever. 

Psalm 120 – Crawford Standard Bible

“A Cry for Peace in a World of Deceit” 

1 In my distress I cried to the Lord, 

and He answered me. 

 Cross References: Jonah 2:2; Psalm 18:6; Psalm 34:6

2 Deliver me, O Lord, 

from lying lips and a deceitful tongue. 

 Cross References: Psalm 52:4; Proverbs 12:22; Psalm 12:2

3 What shall be done to you, 

and what more shall be given to you, 

O deceitful tongue? 

 Cross References: Psalm 64:3; Proverbs 6:17; James 3:6

4 Sharp arrows of the warrior, 

with burning coals of the broom tree. 

 Cross References: Psalm 140:10; Proverbs 25:22; Psalm 7:13

5 Woe to me, that I dwell in Meshech, 

that I live among the tents of Kedar! 

 Cross References: Genesis 10:2; Isaiah 21:16; Genesis 25:13

6 My soul has long dwelt

with those who hate peace. 

 Cross References: Psalm 109:5; Psalm 55:6; Romans 12:18

7 I am for peace, 

but when I speak, they are for war. 

 Cross References: Psalm 35:20; Matthew 5:9; James 4:1

Key Lessons from Psalm 120

•  God hears our cry in distress.  Even when surrounded by lies and deceit, He answers the prayer of the righteous. 

•  Lying tongues bring destruction.  The psalmist warns that deceit will be judged like sharp arrows and burning coals. 

•  God’s people are strangers in a hostile world.  Living among those who hate peace can weary the soul, but the believer must remain faithful. 

•  Seek peace even when others seek war.  True disciples of God stand for peace, reflecting His nature even in a violent and deceitful culture. 

Psalm 121 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Lord Our Guardian” 

1 I lift up my eyes to the hills. 

From where does my help come? 

 Cross References: Psalm 123:1; Psalm 3:3; Isaiah 40:26

2 My help comes from the Lord, 

the Maker of heaven and earth. 

 Cross References: Psalm 124:8; Genesis 1:1; Psalm 146:6

3 He will not allow your foot to slip; 

He who guards you will not slumber. 

 Cross References: Psalm 66:9; Proverbs 3:23; Psalm 91:12

4 Behold, He who keeps Israel

will neither slumber nor sleep. 

 Cross References: Psalm 44:23; Isaiah 27:3; 1 Samuel 12:22

5 The Lord is your keeper; 

the Lord is your shade at your right hand. 

 Cross References: Psalm 91:1; Psalm 16:8; Isaiah 25:4

6 The sun will not strike you by day, 

nor the moon by night. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 49:10; Revelation 7:16; Psalm 91:6

7 The Lord will keep you from all harm; 

He will preserve your life. 

 Cross References: Psalm 97:10; John 17:15; 2 Thessalonians 3:3

8 The Lord will watch over your coming and going, 

both now and forevermore. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:6; Psalm 139:5; Numbers 27:17

Key Lessons from Psalm 121

•  Our true help comes from God alone.  Creation points us upward, but it is the Creator who provides strength and deliverance. 

•  God never sleeps.  Unlike human protectors, the Lord watches over His people continually, day and night. 

•  God is our keeper and shield.  He guards His people from dangers seen and unseen, preserving body and soul. 

•  God’s care is eternal.  His watchful protection extends over every step of life’s journey—today, tomorrow, and forever. 

Psalm 122 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Joy of God’s House and the Peace of Jerusalem” 

1 I was glad when they said to me, 

“Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 84:2; Isaiah 2:3; Psalm 27:4

2 Our feet are standing within your gates, 

O Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: Psalm 87:2; Deuteronomy 16:16; Psalm 100:4

3 Jerusalem is built as a city

that is closely compacted together, 

 Cross References: Psalm 48:2; Revelation 21:2; Nehemiah 12:27

4 where the tribes go up, 

the tribes of the Lord, 

as a testimony for Israel, 

to give thanks to the name of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Exodus 23:17; Deuteronomy 16:16; Psalm 100:4

5 For there the thrones for judgment are set, 

the thrones of the house of David. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 8:15; 1 Kings 7:7; Isaiah 9:7

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:

“May those who love you prosper. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 62:6; Psalm 51:18; Jeremiah 29:7

7 May peace be within your walls, 

and prosperity within your palaces.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 60:18; Psalm 48:13; Zechariah 8:3

8 For the sake of my brothers and companions, I will say, “Peace be within you.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 6:26; Philippians 2:4; Psalm 133:1

9 For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, 

I will seek your good. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:29; 1 Chronicles 29:3; Nehemiah 2:10

Key Lessons from Psalm 122

•  Joy in worship.  God’s people find gladness in gathering together in His house to give thanks and praise. 

•  Unity in God’s city.  Jerusalem is described as compact and united, reflecting the unity God desires for His people. 

•  Prayer for peace.  Believers are called to pray for the peace of Jerusalem, showing love for God’s city and people. 

•  Blessing in seeking the good of others.  True worship leads us to seek the well-being of God’s house and His people. 

•  Peace and prosperity flow from God.  Both physical safety and spiritual blessing are tied to the Lord’s presence in His holy city. 

Psalm 123 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Looking to God for Mercy” 

1 I lift up my eyes to You, 

O You who dwell in the heavens. 

 Cross References: Psalm 121:1; Psalm 11:4; Isaiah 66:1

2 As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master, 

as the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress, 

so our eyes look to the Lord our God, 

until He shows us mercy. 

 Cross References: Psalm 145:15; 2 Chronicles 20:12; Psalm 25:15

3 Have mercy on us, O Lord, have mercy on us, 

for we have endured much contempt. 

 Cross References: Psalm 25:16; Psalm 44:13; Nehemiah 4:4

4 Our soul has had more than enough

of the scorn of those who are at ease, 

of the contempt of the proud. 

 Cross References: Psalm 119:51; Isaiah 37:23; Proverbs 3:34

Key Lessons from Psalm 123

•  Dependence on God.  Just as servants depend on their masters for provision and guidance, so must believers look continually to the Lord for help and mercy. 

•  Persistence in prayer.  The psalmist teaches us to keep our eyes fixed on God “until” He has mercy, showing endurance and faith. 

•  God’s mercy is our greatest need.  In the face of contempt and ridicule from the proud, our greatest cry must be for God’s mercy, not human vindication. 

•  Trials teach reliance.  Scorn and rejection remind us that our true help comes from the Lord, not from human approval. 

•  Heavenly perspective.  By lifting our eyes to the One who dwells in the heavens, we rise above earthly pride and contempt. 

Psalm 124 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Lord Our Deliverer” 

1 If the Lord had not been on our side—

let Israel now say—

 Cross References: Romans 8:31; Psalm 118:6; Psalm 46:1

2 If the Lord had not been on our side

when people rose up against us, 

 Cross References: Psalm 27:3; 2 Chronicles 20:15; Psalm 56:9

3 then they would have swallowed us alive

when their anger burned against us. 

 Cross References: Numbers 16:32; Proverbs 1:12; Psalm 69:15

4 Then the waters would have overwhelmed us; 

the torrent would have swept over our soul. 

 Cross References: Psalm 69:2; Psalm 42:7; Jonah 2:3

5 The raging waters

would have gone over our soul. 

 Cross References: Psalm 88:7; Isaiah 43:2; Psalm 42:7

6 Blessed be the Lord, 

who has not given us as prey to their teeth. 

 Cross References: Psalm 3:7; Psalm 57:4; 1 Samuel 17:37

7 Our soul has escaped like a bird

from the snare of the fowler; 

the snare is broken, 

and we have escaped. 

 Cross References: Psalm 91:3; Psalm 25:15; Proverbs 6:5

8 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

the Maker of heaven and earth. 

 Cross References: Psalm 121:2; Psalm 20:7; Genesis 1:1

Key Lessons from Psalm 124

•  God is our Defender.  Without the Lord’s protection, the enemy would have destroyed His people. 

•  Trials remind us of His power.  The imagery of floods and raging waters shows how overwhelming life can feel, yet God delivers. 

•  Blessed deliverance.  God breaks snares and gives His people freedom, reminding us that He is greater than every trap of the enemy. 

•  Dependence on His Name.  Our help is not in human strength, but in the Lord’s name—the very One who created heaven and earth. 

•  Gratitude fuels faith.  By remembering what God has done, we grow in confidence that He will deliver again. 

Psalm 125 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Lord Surrounds His People” 

1 Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, 

which cannot be shaken but endures forever. 

 Cross References: Psalm 46:5; Matthew 7:25; Hebrews 12:22

2 As the mountains surround Jerusalem, 

so the Lord surrounds His people

both now and forevermore. 

 Cross References: Zechariah 2:5; Psalm 34:7; Deuteronomy 33:27

3 The scepter of the wicked

will not remain over the land of the righteous, 

so that the righteous may not reach out their hands to do wrong. 

 Cross References: Psalm 37:1; Isaiah 14:5; 1 Corinthians 10:13

4 Do good, O Lord, to those who are good, 

to those who are upright in heart. 

 Cross References: Psalm 84:11; Proverbs 12:2; Galatians 6:10

5 But those who turn aside to crooked ways

the Lord will banish with the evildoers. 

Peace be upon Israel. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 2:15; Matthew 7:23; Galatians 6:16

Key Lessons from Psalm 125

•  Unshakable trust.  Those who rely on the Lord are as immovable as Mount Zion, standing firm through trials. 

•  Divine protection.  Just as the mountains encircle Jerusalem, the Lord continually surrounds His people with His presence and care. 

•  Temporary power of the wicked.  Evil may rise for a season, but it will not remain upon the righteous forever. 

•  God rewards integrity.  The Lord does good to the upright in heart, showing that faithfulness brings blessing. 

•  Warning against crooked paths.  Those who turn away from righteousness will share the fate of evildoers, but God’s people will enjoy peace. 

Psalm 126 – Crawford Standard Bible

“From Tears to Joy” 

1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 

we were like those who dream. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 29:14; Ezra 1:11; Isaiah 51:11

2 Our mouths were filled with laughter, 

our tongues with songs of joy. 

Then it was said among the nations, 

“The Lord has done great things for them.” 

 Cross References: Job 8:21; Luke 6:21; Isaiah 35:10

3 The Lord has done great things for us, 

and we are filled with gladness. 

 Cross References: Joel 2:21; Deuteronomy 4:6; Luke 1:49

4 Restore our fortunes again, O Lord, 

like streams in the Negev. 

 Cross References: Job 42:10; Joel 2:25; Isaiah 41:18

5 Those who sow in tears

will reap with songs of joy. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 61:3; 2 Corinthians 9:6; Galatians 6:9

6 Those who go out weeping, 

carrying seed to sow, 

will surely return with shouts of joy, 

bringing their harvest with them. 

 Cross References: John 4:36; Isaiah 9:3; Amos 9:13

Key Lessons from Psalm 126

•  God restores joy.  The Lord can turn sorrow and captivity into laughter and gladness. 

•  Testimony to the nations.  When God blesses His people, even outsiders recognize His mighty works. 

•  Hope in hard times.  Just as dry riverbeds in the south of Israel suddenly filled with water, God can quickly bring refreshing renewal. 

•  Tears are not wasted.  Sorrow and faithful labor in times of trial will yield a joyful harvest in due season. 

•  Assurance of blessing.  Those who remain faithful in sowing—even through pain—will return rejoicing with abundant fruit. 

Psalm 127 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Lord Builds and Blesses” 

1 Unless the Lord builds the house, 

the builders labor in vain. 

Unless the Lord watches over the city, 

the watchmen stand guard in vain. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 21:31; Isaiah 27:3; Matthew 7:24

2 It is useless to rise early

and stay up late, 

toiling for food to eat—

for He grants rest to His beloved ones. 

 Cross References: Matthew 6:34; Ecclesiastes 5:12; 1 Peter 5:7

3 Children are a heritage from the Lord, 

a reward from Him. 

 Cross References: Genesis 33:5; Deuteronomy 28:4; Psalm 128:3

4 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, 

so are the children of one’s youth. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 49:2; Psalm 144:12; 1 Timothy 4:12

5 Blessed is the man whose quiver is full of them. 

They will not be put to shame

when they contend with their enemies at the gate. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 31:23; Job 5:4; Deuteronomy 21:19

Key Lessons from Psalm 127

•  Dependence on God.  All human effort is futile unless God is the foundation—whether building homes, cities, or lives. 

•  Rest is a gift.  God provides peace and rest to His beloved, contrasting the anxious striving of those who labor without Him. 

•  Children are blessings.  Sons and daughters are not burdens but rewards, gifts entrusted by the Lord. 

•  Generational strength.  Just as arrows equip a warrior, children raised in the Lord strengthen families and communities. 

•  Confidence in the future.  A full “quiver” of children provides honor, security, and legacy in the face of challenges. 

Psalm 128 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Blessings of Those Who Fear the Lord” 

1 Blessed is everyone who fears the Lord, 

who walks in His ways. 

 Cross References: Psalm 112:1; Deuteronomy 10:12; Proverbs 8:13

2 You will eat the fruit of your labor; 

blessings and prosperity will be yours. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:4; Isaiah 3:10; Ecclesiastes 3:13

3 Your wife will be like a fruitful vine

flourishing within your house; 

your children will be like olive shoots

around your table. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 19:10; Psalm 144:12; Genesis 1:28

4 This is the blessing

for the man who fears the Lord. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 3:33; Psalm 34:9; Malachi 3:16

5 May the Lord bless you from Zion; 

may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem

all the days of your life. 

 Cross References: Psalm 134:3; Numbers 6:24; Psalm 122:6

6 May you live to see your children’s children—

peace be upon Israel. 

 Cross References: Genesis 50:23; Proverbs 17:6; Galatians 6:16

Key Lessons from Psalm 128

•  The fear of the Lord brings blessing.  Reverence and obedience to God lead to a flourishing and content life. 

•  Work under God’s blessing brings joy.  Honest labor will not be in vain but will provide satisfaction and provision. 

•  Family as God’s gift.  A godly home—fruitful spouse and thriving children—is a sign of the Lord’s favor. 

•  Generational hope.  To live long enough to see grandchildren is a profound blessing, showing God’s faithfulness from one generation to another. 

•  Peace and prosperity in God’s presence.  True well-being flows not from wealth or power, but from God’s favor upon His people. 

Psalm 129 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Lord Delivers His People from Their Enemies” 

1 “From my earliest days they have greatly oppressed me,” 

let Israel now declare—

 Cross References: Exodus 1:11; Hosea 11:1; Ezekiel 23:3

2 “From my youth they have greatly oppressed me, 

but they have not prevailed against me. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 54:17; Matthew 16:18; 2 Corinthians 4:9

3 The plowmen plowed upon my back; 

they made their furrows long and deep. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 50:6; Isaiah 51:23; Matthew 27:26

4 But the Lord is righteous; 

He has cut the cords of the wicked.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 107:14; Nahum 1:13; Psalm 116:16

5 May all who hate Zion

be turned back in shame. 

 Cross References: Psalm 40:14; Psalm 83:17; Isaiah 41:11

6 May they be like grass on the rooftops, 

which withers before it can grow, 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 19:26; Isaiah 37:27; Psalm 37:2

7 that cannot fill the hands of the reaper, nor the arms of the one who gathers sheaves. 

 Cross References: Job 15:32; Psalm 37:2; Jeremiah 17:6

8 And may no one passing by say, 

“The blessing of the Lord be upon you; 

we bless you in the name of the Lord.” 

 Cross References: Ruth 2:4; Psalm 118:26; Numbers 6:24

Key Lessons from Psalm 129

•  God’s people face oppression, but never defeat.  Israel’s history is filled with affliction, yet the Lord never allowed their enemies to prevail completely. 

•  The scars of suffering are real.  The image of plowmen furrowing the back shows the depth of pain God’s people have endured, yet God brings deliverance. 

•  The Lord is righteous.  He acts with justice, cutting the bonds of the wicked and freeing His people. 

•  The fate of the wicked is short-lived.  Like rooftop grass that withers before maturity, the plans of God’s enemies will not last. 

•  True blessing belongs only to those in the Lord.  Those who oppose God and His people will never know His favor or His blessing. 

Psalm 130 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Hope in the Lord’s Redemption” 

1 Out of the depths I cry to You, O Lord. 

 Cross References: Psalm 69:2; Jonah 2:2; Lamentations 3:55

2 Lord, hear my voice! 

Let Your ears be attentive to my cries for mercy. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 6:40; Psalm 86:6; 1 Kings 8:28

3 If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, 

Lord, who could stand? 

 Cross References: Psalm 143:2; Romans 3:23; Ezra 9:15

4 But with You there is forgiveness, 

so that You may be feared. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 9:17; Daniel 9:9; 1 John 1:9

5 I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, 

and in His word I put my hope. 

 Cross References: Psalm 27:14; Lamentations 3:24; Isaiah 40:31

6 My soul waits for the Lord

more than watchmen wait for the morning—

yes, more than watchmen wait for the morning. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 21:11; Habakkuk 2:3; Psalm 5:3

7 O Israel, put your hope in the Lord! 

For with the Lord there is unfailing love, 

and with Him is full redemption. 

 Cross References: Exodus 34:6; Isaiah 55:7; Ephesians 1:7

8 He Himself will redeem Israel

from all their sins. 

 Cross References: Titus 2:14; Matthew 1:21; Ezekiel 36:29

Key Lessons from Psalm 130

•  Prayer rises from the depths.  Even in despair and hopelessness, God hears the cries of His children. 

•  No one can stand without forgiveness.  If God counted sins, all would fall. Redemption is found only in His mercy. 

•  Forgiveness leads to reverence.  God’s grace is not a license to sin, but a call to fear and honor Him. 

•  Hope is rooted in God’s Word.  Waiting on the Lord requires trust in His promises, even in long seasons of silence. 

•  Redemption is abundant.  God not only forgives individuals but promises to redeem His people fully and completely. 

Psalm 131 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Peace of a Childlike Heart” 

1 Lord, my heart is not proud, 

my eyes are not arrogant. 

I do not concern myself with great matters

or things too wonderful for me. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 25:27; Deuteronomy 29:29; Micah 6:8

2 Instead, I have calmed and quieted my soul, 

like a weaned child with its mother; 

like a weaned child is my soul within me. 

 Cross References: Matthew 18:3; 1 Peter 2:2; Isaiah 66:13

3 O Israel, put your hope in the Lord

now and forevermore. 

 Cross References: Psalm 130:7; Micah 7:7; Romans 15:13

Key Lessons from Psalm 131

•  Humility before God: Pride and arrogance prevent true worship. A humble heart acknowledges its limits. 

•  Childlike trust brings peace: Just as a weaned child rests content with its mother, the soul finds quiet rest in God’s care. 

•  Hope must be continual: Israel—and all believers—are called to place their trust in the Lord not only in the present but for all generations to come. 

Psalm 132 – Crawford Standard Bible

“God’s Covenant with David and Zion” 

David’s Vow to the Lord

1 Lord, remember David

and all the hardships he endured, 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 7:2; 1 Chronicles 22:14; Nehemiah 13:14

2 how he swore an oath to the Lord

and vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob:

 Cross References: Genesis 49:24; Isaiah 1:24; 2 Samuel 7:2

3 “I will not enter my house

or lie down on my bed, 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 7:1; Numbers 30:2; 1 Chronicles 17:1

4 I will not allow sleep to my eyes

or slumber to my eyelids, 

 Cross References: Proverbs 6:4; Genesis 31:40; Psalm 119:148

5 until I find a place for the Lord, 

a dwelling for the Mighty One of Jacob.” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 7:2; 1 Chronicles 28:2; Acts 7:46

Zion, the Dwelling Place of God

6 We heard about it in Ephrathah; 

we found it in the fields of Jaar. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 7:1; 1 Chronicles 13:6; Ruth 1:2

7 Let us go to His dwelling place; 

let us worship at His footstool. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 28:2; Psalm 99:5; Isaiah 66:1

8 Arise, Lord, and enter into Your resting place, 

You and the ark of Your strength. 

 Cross References: Numbers 10:35; 2 Chronicles 6:41; 1 Chronicles 15:3

9 May Your priests be clothed with righteousness; 

may Your faithful people shout for joy. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 6:41; Isaiah 61:10; Job 29:14

10 For the sake of Your servant David, 

do not reject Your anointed one. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 6:42; 1 Kings 11:13; Psalm 84:9

God’s Oath to David

11 The Lord swore an oath to David, 

a promise He will not revoke:

“From the fruit of your body

I will set one of your descendants on your throne. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 7:12; Psalm 89:3; Acts 2:30

12 If your children keep My covenant

and the statutes I teach them, 

then their children too

will sit on your throne forever and ever.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 2:4; 1 Kings 9:4; 2 Chronicles 6:16

The Blessings of Zion

13 For the Lord has chosen Zion; 

He has desired it for His dwelling, saying, 

 Cross References: Psalm 78:68; Deuteronomy 12:5; Psalm 68:16

14 “This is My resting place forever; 

here I will dwell, for I have desired it. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 66:1; 2 Chronicles 6:2; Ezekiel 43:7

15 I will bless her with abundant provisions; 

her poor I will satisfy with bread. 

 Cross References: Psalm 147:14; Deuteronomy 28:8; Joel 2:26

16 I will clothe her priests with salvation, 

and her faithful people will shout for joy. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 61:10; Zechariah 3:4; Job 8:21

17 Here I will make a horn grow for David

and set up a lamp for My anointed one. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 29:21; 1 Kings 11:36; Luke 1:69

18 I will clothe his enemies with shame, 

but his crown will shine with glory.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 35:26; Psalm 21:3; Job 8:22

Key Lessons from Psalm 132

•  David’s devotion was relentless: He would not rest until God had a dwelling place, showing us to put God’s glory before our own comfort. 

•  God’s promises are sure: The covenant with David finds its ultimate fulfillment in Christ, the eternal King from David’s line. 

•  Zion is God’s chosen dwelling: God delights to dwell among His people, and His blessings flow from His presence. 

•  Provision and salvation are linked to God’s house: Where God dwells, His people are clothed with righteousness, filled with joy, and blessed with every need. 

Psalm 133 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Beauty of Unity” 

The Blessing of Brotherhood

1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is

when brothers live together in unity! 

 Cross References: Genesis 13:8; Ephesians 4:3; Acts 2:1

The Fragrance of Anointing Oil

2 It is like the precious anointing oil on the head, 

running down on the beard—

Aaron’s beard—

flowing down onto the collar of his robes. 

 Cross References: Exodus 29:7; Leviticus 8:12; Exodus 30:30

The Refreshing Dew of Zion

3 It is like the dew of Mount Hermon, 

falling on the mountains of Zion. 

For there the Lord bestows His blessing—

life everlasting. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 33:28; Hosea 14:5; Leviticus 25:21

Key Lessons from Psalm 133

•  Unity brings delight: God calls unity among His people both good and pleasant—it is desirable and powerful. 

•  Unity is consecrated: Like the anointing oil that set Aaron apart as priest, unity consecrates God’s people for His service. 

•  Unity refreshes and gives life: Like morning dew on the mountains, unity brings renewal, growth, and fruitfulness. 

•  Unity attracts God’s blessing: Where God’s people walk in oneness, He commands blessing— eternal life and joy in His presence. 

Psalm 134 – Crawford Standard Bible

“A Call to Night Worship” 

A Call to Bless the Lord

1 Behold, bless the Lord, 

all you servants of the Lord, 

who stand by night in the house of the Lord. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 9:33; 1 Chronicles 23:30; Psalm 135:2

A Call to Lift Hands in Praise

2 Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, 

and bless the Lord. 

 Cross References: 1 Timothy 2:8; Psalm 28:2; Nehemiah 8:6

A Blessing from Zion

3 May the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth, 

bless you from Zion. 

 Cross References: Psalm 128:5; Genesis 14:19; Psalm 121:2

Key Lessons from Psalm 134

•  Worship is continuous: Even at night, God is to be praised by His servants—reminding us that worship is not bound by time. 

•  Worship involves action: Lifting hands is both a posture of surrender and an act of honor toward the Lord. 

•  God blesses His people: As His people bless Him in worship, He responds with His blessing— flowing from Zion, the place of His dwelling. 

•  The Creator is our source: The One who made heaven and earth is the same God who pours blessings into the lives of His people. 

Psalm 135 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Greatness of the Lord and the Futility of Idols” 

Call to Praise the Lord

1 Praise the Lord! 

Praise the name of the Lord; 

praise Him, you servants of the Lord, 

 Cross References: Psalm 113:1; Psalm 148:1; Psalm 106:1

2 You who stand in the house of the Lord, 

in the courts of the house of our God. 

 Cross References: Psalm 134:1; Psalm 84:10; 1 Chronicles 23:30

3 Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good; 

sing praises to His name, for it is pleasant. 

 Cross References: Psalm 100:5; Psalm 147:1; Psalm 106:1

God’s Chosen People

4 For the Lord has chosen Jacob for Himself, 

Israel as His treasured possession. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 7:6; Exodus 19:5; Deuteronomy 14:2

The Greatness of God

5 For I know that the Lord is great, 

and our Lord is above all gods. 

 Cross References: Exodus 18:11; Psalm 95:3; Psalm 97:9

6 The Lord does whatever He pleases, 

in heaven and on earth, 

in the seas and in all depths. 

 Cross References: Psalm 115:3; Daniel 4:35; Isaiah 46:10

7 He makes the clouds rise from the ends of the earth; 

He sends lightning with the rain, 

and brings the wind out of His storehouses. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 10:13; Job 38:22; Amos 4:13

God’s Mighty Acts in History

8 He struck down the firstborn of Egypt, 

both of man and beast. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:29; Exodus 13:15; Psalm 78:51

9 He sent signs and wonders into your midst, O Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his servants. 

 Cross References: Exodus 7:3; Exodus 34:10; Deuteronomy 6:22

10 He struck down many nations, 

and killed mighty kings:

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 29:7; Joshua 12:1; Numbers 21:24

11 Sihon king of the Amorites, 

Og king of Bashan, 

and all the kingdoms of Canaan. 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:24; Numbers 21:33; Joshua 12:1

12 He gave their land as an inheritance, 

an inheritance to His people Israel. 

 Cross References: Joshua 11:23; Deuteronomy 4:38; Psalm 78:55

God’s Eternal Name

13 Your name, O Lord, endures forever; 

Your fame, O Lord, throughout all generations. 

 Cross References: Exodus 3:15; Psalm 102:12; Psalm 145:13

14 For the Lord will judge His people, 

and have compassion on His servants. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:36; Isaiah 49:13; Hebrews 10:30

The Futility of Idols

15 The idols of the nations are silver and gold, 

the work of human hands. 

 Cross References: Psalm 115:4; Isaiah 44:9; Isaiah 2:8

16 They have mouths, but they cannot speak; 

eyes, but they cannot see. 

 Cross References: Psalm 115:5; Isaiah 44:18; Habakkuk 2:19

17 They have ears, but they cannot hear; 

nor is there breath in their mouths. 

 Cross References: Psalm 115:6; Jeremiah 10:14; Habakkuk 2:19

18 Those who make them become like them, 

and so do all who trust in them. 

 Cross References: Psalm 115:8; Isaiah 44:9; Hosea 9:10

Bless the Lord

19 Bless the Lord, O house of Israel! 

Bless the Lord, O house of Aaron! 

 Cross References: Psalm 118:2; Psalm 118:3; Psalm 115:12

20 Bless the Lord, O house of Levi! 

You who fear the Lord, bless the Lord! 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:6; Psalm 115:13; Deuteronomy 33:8

21 Blessed be the Lord from Zion, 

who dwells in Jerusalem. 

Praise the Lord! 

 Cross References: Psalm 134:3; Psalm 68:35; Psalm 146:10

Key Lessons from Psalm 135

•  Worship belongs to God alone: His servants are called to praise Him continually in His house. 

•  God’s sovereignty is supreme: Unlike idols, the Lord is living, active, and does as He pleases in all creation. 

•  History reveals God’s power: From Egypt to Canaan, He demonstrated His might and faithfulness to His people. 

•  Idols are powerless: Those who trust in them become as lifeless as the idols themselves. 

•  God’s name endures forever: His glory and compassion extend from generation to generation. 

•  All are called to bless Him: Israel, Aaron, Levi, and all who fear the Lord are invited into His worship. 

Psalm 136 – Crawford Standard Bible

“His Mercy Endures Forever” 

Give Thanks to the Lord of All

1 Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, 

for His mercy endures forever. 

 Cross References: Psalm 106:1; 1 Chronicles 16:34; Jeremiah 33:11

2 Give thanks to the God of gods, 

for His mercy endures forever. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 10:17; Psalm 86:8; 2 Chronicles 5:13

3 Give thanks to the Lord of lords, 

for His mercy endures forever. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 10:17; Revelation 19:16; 2 Chronicles 7:3

The Wonders of Creation

4 To Him who alone does great wonders, 

for His mercy endures forever. 

 Cross References: Job 9:10; Psalm 72:18; 1 Chronicles 16:34

5 By His wisdom He made the heavens, 

for His mercy endures forever. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 3:19; Jeremiah 10:12; Jeremiah 33:11

6 He spread out the earth above the waters, 

for His mercy endures forever. 

 Cross References: Psalm 24:2; Genesis 1:9; 2 Chronicles 5:13

7 He made the great lights, 

for His mercy endures forever:

 Cross References: Genesis 1:16; Psalm 8:3; 2 Chronicles 7:3

8 The sun to rule by day, 

for His mercy endures forever. 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:16; Jeremiah 31:35; 1 Chronicles 16:34

9 The moon and stars to rule by night, 

for His mercy endures forever. 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:16; Psalm 8:3; Jeremiah 33:11

Deliverance from Egypt

10 To Him who struck down the firstborn of Egypt, 

for His mercy endures forever. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:29; Psalm 135:8; 2 Chronicles 5:13

11 And brought Israel out from among them, 

for His mercy endures forever. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:51; Exodus 13:3; 2 Chronicles 7:3

12 With a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, 

for His mercy endures forever. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:34; Exodus 6:6; 1 Chronicles 16:34

Deliverance at the Sea

13 To Him who divided the Red Sea in two, 

for His mercy endures forever. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:21; Exodus 14:16; Jeremiah 33:11

14 And made Israel pass through the midst of it, 

for His mercy endures forever. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:22; Isaiah 63:12; 2 Chronicles 5:13

15 But swept Pharaoh and his army into the Red Sea, 

for His mercy endures forever. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:27; Exodus 15:4; 2 Chronicles 7:3

Guidance in the Wilderness

16 To Him who led His people through the wilderness, 

for His mercy endures forever. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 8:2; Exodus 13:18; 1 Chronicles 16:34

Victory Over Kings

17 To Him who struck down great kings, 

for His mercy endures forever. 

 Cross References: Psalm 135:10; Deuteronomy 29:7; Jeremiah 33:11

18 And killed mighty kings, 

for His mercy endures forever. 

 Cross References: Psalm 135:11; Joshua 12:7; 2 Chronicles 5:13

19 Sihon king of the Amorites, 

for His mercy endures forever. 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:23; Numbers 21:24; 2 Chronicles 7:3

20 And Og king of Bashan, 

for His mercy endures forever. 

 Cross References: Numbers 21:33; Deuteronomy 3:11; 1 Chronicles 16:34

The Inheritance of the Land

21 He gave their land as an inheritance, 

for His mercy endures forever. 

 Cross References: Joshua 12:6; Deuteronomy 4:38; Jeremiah 33:11

22 An inheritance to Israel His servant, 

for His mercy endures forever. 

 Cross References: Psalm 135:12; Deuteronomy 4:20; 2 Chronicles 5:13

God’s Compassion and Provision

23 He remembered us in our lowly state, 

for His mercy endures forever. 

 Cross References: Psalm 106:44; Deuteronomy 32:36; 2 Chronicles 7:3

24 And rescued us from our enemies, 

for His mercy endures forever. 

 Cross References: Psalm 106:10; Judges 2:16; 1 Chronicles 16:34

25 He gives food to all flesh, 

for His mercy endures forever. 

 Cross References: Psalm 145:15; Psalm 104:27; Jeremiah 33:11

Closing Praise

26 Give thanks to the God of heaven, 

for His mercy endures forever. 

 Cross References: Ezra 1:2; Daniel 2:18; 2 Chronicles 5:13

Key Lessons from Psalm 136

•  God’s mercy is unending: Every verse reminds us of His steadfast love that never fails. 

•  Creation testifies of His mercy: The heavens, the earth, the sun, moon, and stars all reveal His wisdom and care. 

•  History is proof of His love: From Egypt to Canaan, God showed His power in delivering and sustaining His people. 

•  God remembers His people: Even in lowly or difficult times, His mercy reaches down to rescue and provide. 

•  All creation depends on Him: Every living thing receives food and sustenance from His generous hand. 

•  Thanksgiving is our response: Because His mercy endures forever, we must continually give thanks and trust Him. 

Psalm 137 – Crawford Standard Bible

“By the Rivers of Babylon” 

Weeping in Exile

1 By the rivers of Babylon we sat down and wept

when we remembered Zion. 

 Cross References: Psalm 42:4; Ezekiel 1:1; Lamentations 1:16

2 We hung our harps upon the willows

in the midst of that land. 

 Cross References: Lamentations 5:14; Isaiah 24:8; Job 30:31

3 For there our captors demanded songs of us, 

and our tormentors asked for joy, saying, 

“Sing us one of the songs of Zion!” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:11; Lamentations 2:15; Daniel 1:3

4 But how can we sing the Lord’s song

in a foreign land? 

 Cross References: Psalm 42:9; Amos 8:10; Ezekiel 26:20

Jerusalem Remembered

5 If I forget you, O Jerusalem, 

may my right hand forget its skill. 

 Cross References: Psalm 122:6; Isaiah 49:15; Psalm 102:14

6 If I do not remember you, 

may my tongue stick to the roof of my mouth—

if I do not make Jerusalem my greatest joy. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 3:26; Psalm 63:6; Job 29:10

A Cry for Justice

7 Remember, Lord, what the children of Edom did

on the day Jerusalem fell, 

when they cried out, “Tear it down! 

Tear it down to its very foundations!” 

 Cross References: Obadiah 1:10; Ezekiel 25:12; Lamentations 4:21

8 O daughter of Babylon, doomed to destruction, 

blessed is the one who repays you

for what you have done to us. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 47:1; Jeremiah 50:15; Revelation 18:6

9 Blessed is the one

who takes your little ones

and dashes them against the rocks. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 13:16; Hosea 13:16; Nahum 3:10

Key Lessons from Psalm 137

•  Grief in exile: The people of God mourned the loss of their homeland, showing that separation from God’s place of worship brings deep sorrow. 

•  The value of Jerusalem: To forget Jerusalem was to forget the heart of worship, the place where God’s presence dwelt among His people. 

•  The pain of oppression: Their captors mocked their faith, demanding songs when their hearts were broken. 

•  A cry for justice: The psalm ends with raw emotion, longing for God to bring judgment upon Babylon. It reflects the pain of oppression and the hope that God will repay the wicked. 

•  Christ-centered reflection: While the psalm voices the anguish of Israel, in Christ we learn to pray for justice yet also to entrust vengeance to God (Romans 12:19), finding hope in His final judgment and mercy. 

Psalm 138 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Lord’s Steadfast Love Endures” 

Wholehearted Praise

1 I will praise You with all my heart; 

before the gods I will sing praises to You. 

 Cross References: Psalm 9:1; Psalm 111:1; Psalm 86:12

2 I will bow down toward Your holy temple

and praise Your name

for Your unfailing love and Your truth, 

for You have exalted Your word above all Your name. 

 Cross References: Psalm 5:7; Psalm 100:5; John 1:14

Strength in Answered Prayer

3 On the day I called to You, 

You answered me

and made me bold with strength in my soul. 

 Cross References: Psalm 34:4; Psalm 118:5; Jeremiah 33:3

4 All the kings of the earth will praise You, O Lord, 

when they hear the words of Your mouth. 

 Cross References: Psalm 102:15; Isaiah 49:23; Revelation 21:24

5 Yes, they will sing of the ways of the Lord, 

for great is the glory of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Psalm 96:3; Psalm 145:11; Isaiah 6:3

God’s Care for the Lowly

6 Though the Lord is exalted on high, 

He regards the humble, 

but the proud He knows from afar. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 57:15; Psalm 113:6; James 4:6

Confidence in God’s Protection

7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 

You preserve my life; 

You stretch out Your hand against the anger of my enemies, 

and Your right hand saves me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 23:4; Psalm 71:20; 2 Corinthians 4:8

8 The Lord will fulfill His purpose for me; 

Your steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever. 

Do not abandon the works of Your hands. 

 Cross References: Philippians 1:6; Psalm 57:2; Job 14:15

Key Lessons from Psalm 138

•  Wholehearted worship: True praise involves the whole heart, not half-hearted words or divided affections. 

•  God’s Word exalted: The psalm highlights how God magnifies His Word, showing its authority and trustworthiness. 

•  Prayer strengthens the soul: God not only answers prayer but also strengthens His people to endure trials. 

•  God’s greatness with humility: Though the Lord reigns in majesty, He draws near to the lowly while resisting the proud (James 4:6). 

•  Confidence in God’s plan: Believers can rest in the assurance that God will finish what He has started (Philippians 1:6). 

Psalm 139 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The God Who Knows and Surrounds Us” 

God’s Perfect Knowledge

1 O Lord, You have searched me and known me. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 17:10; 1 Chronicles 28:9; Hebrews 4:13

2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 

You perceive my thoughts from afar. 

 Cross References: Psalm 44:21; Matthew 9:4; Isaiah 66:18

3 You discern my going out and my lying down; You are familiar with all my ways. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 5:21; Job 31:4; Psalm 121:8

4 Before a word is on my tongue, 

You, Lord, know it completely. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 65:24; Hebrews 4:12; Matthew 6:8

5 You hem me in—behind and before—

and You lay Your hand upon me. 

 Cross References: Job 1:10; Isaiah 41:10; Job 10:8

6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, 

too lofty for me to grasp. 

 Cross References: Job 42:3; Romans 11:33; Isaiah 55:8

God’s Inescapable Presence

7 Where can I go from Your Spirit? 

Where can I flee from Your presence? 

 Cross References: Jonah 1:3; Amos 9:2; Jeremiah 23:24

8 If I ascend to the heavens, You are there; 

if I make my bed in the depths, You are there also. 

 Cross References: Amos 9:3; Job 26:6; Proverbs 15:11

9 If I rise on the wings of the morning, 

if I settle on the far side of the sea, 

 Cross References: Psalm 104:3; Malachi 4:2; Psalm 65:8

10 even there Your hand will guide me, 

Your right hand will hold me fast. 

 Cross References: Psalm 73:23; Isaiah 41:13; Psalm 63:8

11 If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me

and the light around me will be night,” 

 Cross References: Job 34:22; Daniel 2:22; 1 John 1:5

12 even the darkness is not dark to You; 

the night shines like the day, 

for darkness and light are alike to You. 

 Cross References: Job 12:22; Daniel 2:22; 1 John 1:5

God’s Design in Creation

13 For You formed my inward parts; 

You knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 1:5; Job 10:11; Isaiah 44:24

14 I praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 

Your works are marvelous, 

and my soul knows it very well. 

 Cross References: Psalm 100:3; Genesis 1:27; Ephesians 2:10

15 My frame was not hidden from You

when I was made in the secret place, 

when I was woven together in the depths of the earth. 

 Cross References: Job 10:9; Ecclesiastes 11:5; Psalm 51:5

16 Your eyes saw my unformed body; 

all the days ordained for me were written in Your book

before one of them came to be. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 1:5; Job 14:5; Ephesians 1:4

God’s Precious Thoughts

17 How precious to me are Your thoughts, O God! 

How vast is the sum of them! 

 Cross References: Psalm 40:5; Romans 11:34; Job 5:9

18 Were I to count them, 

they would outnumber the grains of sand. 

When I awake, I am still with You. 

 Cross References: Genesis 22:17; Jeremiah 33:22; Judges 7:12

God’s Holiness and Justice

19 Surely You will slay the wicked, O God. 

Away from me, you bloodthirsty men! 

 Cross References: Psalm 5:6; Psalm 26:9; Proverbs 1:16

20 They speak of You with evil intent; 

Your enemies misuse Your name. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:7; Jude 1:15; Psalm 74:18

21 Do I not hate those who hate You, O Lord, 

and despise those who rise up against You? 

 Cross References: Psalm 26:5; 2 Chronicles 19:2; Psalm 119:158

22 I hate them with complete hatred; 

I count them as my enemies. 

 Cross References: Psalm 119:139; Psalm 31:6; Revelation 2:6

Prayer for Cleansing and Guidance

23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; 

test me and know my anxious thoughts. 

 Cross References: Psalm 26:2; 1 Corinthians 11:28; Lamentations 3:40

24 See if there is any wicked way in me, 

and lead me in the way everlasting. 

 Cross References: Psalm 25:4; John 14:6; Proverbs 3:6

Key Lessons from Psalm 139

•  God’s intimate knowledge: The Lord knows us more deeply than we know ourselves, including our thoughts, words, and actions. 

•  God’s constant presence: There is no place we can go where God is not already there—He surrounds us with His presence. 

•  God’s creative design: Human life is sacred, fearfully and wonderfully made by God from conception. 

•  God’s precious care: His thoughts toward His people are beyond number, showing His unfailing love. 

•  Self-examination in prayer: Like David, we should invite God to search our hearts and lead us in His eternal way. 

Psalm 140 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Prayer for Protection from the Violent” 

Deliverance from Evil Men

1 Rescue me, O Lord, from evil men; 

preserve me from the violent, 

 Cross References: Psalm 59:1; Psalm 17:13; 2 Thessalonians 3:2

2 those who devise mischief in their hearts

and are always stirring up war. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 6:18; Psalm 38:12; Micah 2:1

3 They sharpen their tongues like a serpent; 

the poison of vipers is on their lips.  Selah

 Cross References: Romans 3:13; Psalm 58:4; James 3:8

Protection from Traps

4 Keep me safe, O Lord, from the hands of the wicked; 

preserve me from the violent

who plan to make me stumble. 

 Cross References: Psalm 17:8; Psalm 71:4; 2 Timothy 4:18

5 The arrogant have hidden snares for me; 

they have spread nets by the path

and set traps along the way.  Selah

 Cross References: Psalm 35:7; Psalm 9:15; Proverbs 29:5

The Lord, My Strength

6 I said to the Lord, “You are my God.” 

Hear the cry of my supplications, O Lord. 

 Cross References: Psalm 31:14; Psalm 86:6; Psalm 5:2

7 O Sovereign Lord, my strong deliverer, 

You shield my head in the day of battle. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:2; Ephesians 6:17; Psalm 3:3

Judgment on the Wicked

8 Do not grant the desires of the wicked, O Lord; 

do not let their plans succeed, 

lest they become proud.  Selah

 Cross References: Psalm 37:7; Proverbs 12:5; Job 5:12

9 Let the harm of their own lips overwhelm them. 

 Cross References: Psalm 7:16; Psalm 57:6; Proverbs 12:13

10 Let burning coals fall upon them; 

let them be thrown into the fire, 

into deep pits from which they cannot rise. 

 Cross References: Psalm 11:6; Genesis 19:24; Revelation 20:15

11 Let not slanderers be established in the land; 

may disaster hunt down the violent man. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 6:19; Psalm 34:21; Proverbs 10:9

Confidence in God’s Justice

12 I know the Lord secures justice for the afflicted

and upholds the cause of the needy. 

 Cross References: Psalm 9:18; Proverbs 29:7; Psalm 12:5

13 Surely the righteous will give thanks to Your name, and the upright will live in Your presence. 

 Cross References: Psalm 11:7; Psalm 33:1; Revelation 22:4

Key Lessons from Psalm 140

•  God protects His people from violent men: We can cry out to Him for deliverance from those who scheme and attack. 

•  The tongue can be a deadly weapon: Wicked words are compared to snake venom, reminding us of the destructive power of lies and slander. 

•  God shields His children in battle: The Lord covers and guards His people when enemies rise against them. 

•  The wicked fall into their own traps: Evil plans backfire, and God ensures justice prevails. 

•  The righteous find refuge in God’s presence: In the end, the faithful will dwell securely with Him forever. 

Psalm 141 – Crawford Standard Bible

“A Prayer for Purity and Protection” 

A Cry for God’s Attention

1 O Lord, I call to You—come quickly to me; 

hear my voice when I cry out to You. 

 Cross References: Psalm 70:1; Psalm 40:13; Psalm 4:1

2 Let my prayer rise before You like incense; 

let the lifting up of my hands be like the evening sacrifice. 

 Cross References: Revelation 5:8; Exodus 30:8; Revelation 8:4

Guarding the Heart and Tongue

3 Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth; 

keep watch over the door of my lips. 

 Cross References: Psalm 39:1; Proverbs 13:3; James 1:26

4 Do not let my heart be drawn to what is evil, 

to take part in wicked deeds with men who practice iniquity; 

do not let me feast on their delicacies. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 4:14; Romans 12:2; Ephesians 5:11

The Value of Righteous Correction

5 Let the righteous strike me—it will be an act of kindness; 

let him rebuke me—it will be like soothing oil on my head; 

I will not refuse it. 

But my prayer is against the deeds of the wicked. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 27:6; Proverbs 9:8; Ecclesiastes 7:5

6 When their leaders are thrown down from rocky heights, 

they will recognize that my words are true and pleasant. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 25:12; Psalm 2:10; Job 34:24

Hope in God Alone

7 As when one plows and breaks up the earth, 

so our bones are scattered at the mouth of the grave. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 37:11; Psalm 53:5; Ezekiel 6:5

8 But my eyes are fixed on You, O Lord God; 

in You I take refuge—do not leave me defenseless. 

 Cross References: Psalm 25:15; Psalm 16:1; Hebrews 12:2

9 Keep me from the snares they have laid for me, 

from the traps of evildoers. 

 Cross References: Psalm 124:7; Psalm 91:3; Proverbs 22:5

10 Let the wicked fall into their own nets, 

while I escape in safety. 

 Cross References: Psalm 7:15; Psalm 35:8; Esther 7:10

Key Lessons from Psalm 141

•  Prayer as incense: Our prayers are like sweet fragrance before God, rising up as an offering. 

•  Control of speech: Asking God to guard our mouths reminds us that words can build up or destroy. 

•  Choosing righteousness over compromise: Refusing the “delicacies” of the wicked means rejecting temporary pleasures that lead to sin. 

•  Correction is a blessing: A righteous rebuke is compared to oil—it heals, protects, and refreshes. 

•  God alone is refuge: Even when surrounded by danger, the faithful can look to the Lord for deliverance and protection. 

Psalm 142 – Crawford Standard Bible

“A Cry from the Cave” 

 A maskil of David, when he was in the cave. A prayer. 

Crying Out to God in Distress

1 I cry aloud to the Lord; 

with my voice I lift up my supplication to Him. 

 Cross References: Psalm 3:4; Psalm 77:1; Jonah 2:2

2 I pour out my complaint before Him; 

I tell Him all my troubles. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 1:15; Psalm 62:8; Lamentations 2:19

When No One Else Cares

3 When my spirit is overwhelmed within me, 

You know the path I should take. 

In the way I walk, they have hidden a snare for me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 77:3; Psalm 143:4; Psalm 121:3

4 I looked to my right hand and saw:

no one stood beside me. 

No one cares for my life; 

no refuge remained for me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 88:18; Matthew 26:56; Psalm 69:20

God, My Portion and Refuge

5 Then I cried to You, O Lord:

I said, “You are my refuge, 

my portion in the land of the living.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 16:5; Psalm 27:13; Lamentations 3:24

6 Listen to my cry, for I am very low. 

Rescue me from my persecutors, 

for they are too strong for me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:17; Psalm 61:2; 2 Corinthians 1:8

Hope for Deliverance

7 Bring me out of this prison, 

so that I may praise Your name. 

The righteous will gather around me, 

for You will deal bountifully with me. 

 Cross References: Acts 16:26; Psalm 68:6; Psalm 107:14

Key Lessons from Psalm 142

•  Honest prayer is welcomed by God: David poured out his complaint openly—showing us it’s safe to bring our raw emotions before the Lord. 

•  Loneliness can be crushing, but not final: Even when no one else stood with David, God was still present and aware of his path. 

•  God is our true portion: Earthly refuge may fail, but God Himself is our lasting inheritance and safety. 

•  Deliverance leads to worship: When God rescues, it isn’t just for relief—it is so His people will praise His name. 

•  Hope in community: Though David was isolated, he looked forward to being surrounded again by the righteous, reminding us that God restores us to fellowship. 

Psalm 143 – Crawford Standard Bible

“A Prayer for Guidance and Deliverance” 

 A psalm of David. 

A Cry for Mercy

1 Hear my prayer, O Lord; 

give ear to my supplications. 

In Your faithfulness, answer me; 

in Your righteousness. 

 Cross References: Psalm 130:2; 1 John 1:9; Psalm 86:1

2 Do not bring Your servant into judgment, 

for in Your sight no one living is righteous. 

 Cross References: Romans 3:20; Job 9:2; Ecclesiastes 7:20

Overwhelmed by the Enemy

3 For the enemy has pursued my soul; 

he has crushed my life to the ground. 

He has made me dwell in darkness, 

like those long dead. 

 Cross References: Lamentations 3:6; Psalm 88:6; Psalm 7:5

4 Therefore my spirit is overwhelmed within me; 

my heart is desolate inside me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 61:2; Psalm 142:3; Psalm 55:4

Remembering God’s Works

5 I remember the days of old; 

I meditate on all Your works. 

I reflect on the works of Your hands. 

 Cross References: Psalm 77:11; Deuteronomy 8:2; Psalm 111:2

6 I stretch out my hands to You; 

my soul thirsts for You

like a parched land. Selah. 

 Cross References: Psalm 63:1; Exodus 9:29; Psalm 88:9

A Plea for Quick Help

7 Answer me quickly, O Lord; 

my spirit fails. 

Do not hide Your face from me, 

or I will be like those who go down to the pit. 

 Cross References: Psalm 27:9; Psalm 69:17; Psalm 28:1

8 Let me hear of Your steadfast love in the morning, 

for I put my trust in You. 

Show me the way I should walk, 

for I lift up my soul to You. 

 Cross References: Lamentations 3:23; Psalm 25:4; Proverbs 3:5

Guidance and Deliverance

9 Rescue me, O Lord, from my enemies; 

I flee to You for refuge. 

 Cross References: Psalm 59:1; Psalm 32:7; Psalm 27:5

10 Teach me to do Your will, 

for You are my God. 

Let Your good Spirit lead me

on level ground. 

 Cross References: Psalm 25:5; Nehemiah 9:20; John 16:13

Life and Justice in God

11 Revive me, O Lord, for the sake of Your name; 

in Your righteousness bring my soul out of trouble. 

 Cross References: Psalm 23:3; Psalm 25:11; Psalm 71:2

12 In Your mercy, silence my enemies

and destroy all who afflict my soul, 

for I am Your servant. 

 Cross References: Psalm 54:5; Psalm 86:16; Psalm 116:16

Key Lessons from Psalm 143

•  God’s mercy is greater than our merit: David acknowledges that no one can stand justified before God—salvation is by His mercy, not our works. 

•  Spiritual weariness is real: When the enemy presses hard, the soul feels crushed, but even then we can turn our focus back to God’s past faithfulness. 

•  Longing for God is like thirst: Just as dry land needs rain, the soul needs God’s presence and guidance. 

•  Daily dependence: David asks to hear of God’s love in the morning—a reminder that each day we should seek His direction anew. 

•  The Spirit leads to level ground: The Holy Spirit guides believers in righteousness and stability, away from the snares of sin and confusion. 

•  Deliverance brings life and honor to God’s name: Our salvation not only helps us but glorifies the God who rescues. 

Psalm 144 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The God Who Trains, Delivers, and Blesses” 

 A psalm of David. 

God My Strength and Deliverer

1 Blessed be the Lord, my Rock, 

who trains my hands for battle

and my fingers for war. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:34; 2 Samuel 22:35; Psalm 18:2

2 He is my steadfast love and my fortress, 

my high tower and my deliverer, 

my shield, the One in whom I trust, 

who brings people under my rule. 

 Cross References: Psalm 91:2; 2 Samuel 22:2; Psalm 62:2

The Frailty of Man

3 Lord, what is man that You take notice of him, 

or the son of man that You care for him? 

 Cross References: Psalm 8:4; Job 7:17; Hebrews 2:6

4 Man is but a breath; 

his days are like a passing shadow. 

 Cross References: Psalm 39:5; James 4:14; Job 8:9

A Cry for Help

5 Bow Your heavens, O Lord, and come down; 

touch the mountains, and they will smoke. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 64:1; Exodus 19:18; Psalm 18:9

6 Flash forth lightning and scatter them; 

shoot out Your arrows and destroy them. 

 Cross References: Psalm 18:14; 2 Samuel 22:15; Habakkuk 3:11

7 Reach down Your hand from above; 

rescue me and deliver me from mighty waters, 

from the hand of foreigners—

 Cross References: Psalm 18:16; Psalm 69:14; Matthew 14:31

8 Whose mouths speak lies, 

and whose right hand is a hand of falsehood. 

 Cross References: Psalm 12:2; Titus 1:16; Isaiah 59:3

Praise for the God of Salvation

9 I will sing a new song to You, O God; 

on a ten-stringed harp I will make music to You. 

 Cross References: Psalm 33:2; Psalm 92:3; Revelation 5:9

10 You are the One who gives victory to kings, 

who delivers David, Your servant, 

from the deadly sword. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 17:50; Psalm 18:50; 2 Samuel 22:51

A Prayer for Deliverance and Blessing

11 Deliver me, 

save me from the hand of foreigners, 

whose mouths speak lies

and whose right hand is falsehood—

 Cross References: Psalm 120:2; Psalm 43:1; Proverbs 6:17

12 So that our sons may be like well-nurtured plants in their youth, our daughters like corner pillars, 

polished after the beauty of a palace. 

 Cross References: Psalm 128:3; Psalm 92:12; Isaiah 54:13

13 May our storehouses be full, 

overflowing with every kind of provision. 

May our sheep multiply by the thousands, 

yes, by tens of thousands in our fields. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:4; Joel 2:24; Proverbs 3:10

14 May our oxen be strong for labor; 

may there be no breach in our walls, 

no captivity, 

and no cry of distress in our streets. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:6; Ezekiel 34:28; Zechariah 8:5

The Blessed People of God

15 Blessed are the people who have all this; 

yes, blessed are the people

whose God is the Lord. 

 Cross References: Psalm 33:12; Deuteronomy 33:29; Proverbs 14:34

Key Lessons from Psalm 144

•  God equips His servants: True strength for battle—physical or spiritual—comes from the Lord. 

•  Human life is short and fragile: We are like a passing shadow, yet God cares deeply for us. 

•  Deliverance belongs to the Lord: Only God can save from deceitful and violent people. 

•  Worship flows from rescue: A “new song” rises out of gratitude for God’s salvation. 

•  God’s blessing brings peace and prosperity: Strong families, abundant provision, and safety in the land are all signs of His favor. 

•  True happiness is in God alone: The greatest blessing is to have the Lord as our God. 

Psalm 145 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Lord is Great, Gracious, and Eternal” 

 A psalm of David. 

Exalting God’s Name Forever

1 I will exalt You, my God and King; 

I will bless Your name forever and ever. 

 Cross References: Psalm 30:1; Exodus 15:2; Revelation 15:3

2 Every day I will bless You, 

and I will praise Your name forever and ever. 

 Cross References: Psalm 34:1; Psalm 72:15; Hebrews 13:15

3 Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; His greatness is beyond searching out. 

 Cross References: Psalm 48:1; Romans 11:33; Job 36:26

Passing Praise Through Generations

4 One generation shall commend Your works to another, 

and shall declare Your mighty acts. 

 Cross References: Psalm 78:4; Deuteronomy 6:7; Joel 1:3

5 I will meditate on the glorious splendor of Your majesty, 

and on Your wondrous works. 

 Cross References: Psalm 104:1; Psalm 8:1; Psalm 77:12

6 They will speak of the power of Your awesome deeds, 

and I will proclaim Your greatness. 

 Cross References: Psalm 66:3; Deuteronomy 10:21; Psalm 71:19

7 They will pour forth the memory of Your abundant goodness, 

and will sing of Your righteousness. 

 Cross References: Psalm 31:19; Psalm 33:1; Nehemiah 9:25

The Gracious and Merciful Lord

8 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, 

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

 Cross References: Exodus 34:6; Joel 2:13; Jonah 4:2

9 The Lord is good to all, 

and His tender mercies are over all His works. 

 Cross References: Matthew 5:45; Psalm 136:1; Psalm 100:5

The Glory of God’s Kingdom

10 All Your works shall praise You, O Lord, 

and Your faithful ones shall bless You. 

 Cross References: Psalm 19:1; Psalm 148:5; Revelation 4:11

11 They shall speak of the glory of Your kingdom, 

and tell of Your power, 

 Cross References: Daniel 4:3; Psalm 96:7; Matthew 6:13

12 To make known to the children of man Your mighty acts, 

and the glorious splendor of Your kingdom. 

 Cross References: Exodus 9:16; Isaiah 12:4; Daniel 4:17

13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 

and Your dominion endures through all generations. 

 Cross References: Daniel 4:34; Daniel 7:14; Luke 1:33

The Lord Sustains and Provides

14 The Lord upholds all who fall, 

and raises up all who are bowed down. 

 Cross References: Psalm 37:24; Isaiah 40:29; Psalm 146:8

15 The eyes of all look to You, 

and You give them their food in due season. 

 Cross References: Psalm 104:27; Matthew 6:26; Psalm 136:25

16 You open Your hand

and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 

 Cross References: Psalm 104:28; Deuteronomy 28:12; Psalm 107:9

The Lord is Near to the Faithful

17 The Lord is righteous in all His ways, 

and faithful in all His works. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:4; Daniel 9:14; Psalm 25:10

18 The Lord is near to all who call upon Him, 

to all who call upon Him in truth. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:7; Romans 10:13; James 4:8

19 He fulfills the desire of those who fear Him; 

He hears their cry and saves them. 

 Cross References: Psalm 37:4; Psalm 34:15; 1 John 5:14

20 The Lord preserves all who love Him, 

but all the wicked He will destroy. 

 Cross References: Psalm 97:10; Psalm 34:16; John 10:28

Eternal Praise

21 My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord, 

and let all flesh bless His holy name

forever and ever. 

 Cross References: Psalm 150:6; Revelation 5:13; Psalm 34:1

Key Lessons from Psalm 145

•  Praise is eternal: God’s greatness deserves continual worship that will never end. 

•  Generational faith matters: Each generation is called to pass on God’s mighty works to the next. 

•  God’s character is merciful and gracious: He is slow to anger and rich in love, extending compassion to all. 

•  God’s kingdom is everlasting: Unlike earthly kingdoms, His rule endures through every generation. 

•  The Lord provides for all creation: From the smallest creature to mankind, He opens His hand to satisfy every need. 

•  The Lord is near and responsive: He draws close to those who call upon Him in truth and rescues those who fear Him. 

•  The wicked perish, but the faithful are preserved: God’s justice ensures the protection of His people and the defeat of evil. 

•  Universal praise is the ultimate goal: All creation is invited to bless His holy name forever. 

Psalm 146 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Lord Who Reigns Forever” 

Call to Praise

1 Praise the Lord! 

Praise the Lord, O my soul. 

 Cross References: Psalm 103:1; Psalm 104:1; Psalm 150:6

2 I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 

I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 

 Cross References: Psalm 104:33; Psalm 63:4; Ephesians 5:20


10 If the iron is blunt and one does not sharpen the edge, 

he must use more strength, 

but wisdom helps one to succeed. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 27:17; Proverbs 24:5; Ecclesiastes 9:16

11 If the serpent bites before it is charmed, 

there is no advantage to the charmer. 

 Cross References: James 3:8; Psalm 58:4; Proverbs 18:21

The Speech of the Wise and the Foolish

12 The words of a wise man’s mouth win him favor, 

but the lips of a fool consume him. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 10:32; Colossians 4:6; Proverbs 18:7

13 The beginning of the words of his mouth is foolishness, 

and the end of his talk is evil madness. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 29:11; Proverbs 15:2; James 3:6

14 A fool multiplies words, 

though no man knows what is to be, 

and who can tell him what will be after him? 

 Cross References: Matthew 6:34; James 4:13; Proverbs 27:1

15 The toil of a fool wearies him, 

for he does not even know the way to the city. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 55:2; Proverbs 21:16; Jeremiah 10:23

Wise and Foolish Rulers

16 Woe to you, O land, when your king is a child, 

and your princes feast in the morning! 

 Cross References: Isaiah 3:4; Isaiah 3:12; Proverbs 31:4

17 Blessed are you, O land, when your king is the son of the noble, and your princes feast at the proper time, 

for strength, and not for drunkenness! 

 Cross References: Proverbs 31:4; Isaiah 32:1; Proverbs 20:1

18 Through sloth the roof sinks in, 

and through idleness the house leaks. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 24:30; Proverbs 18:9; Proverbs 6:10

19 Bread is made for laughter, 

and wine gladdens life, 

and money answers everything. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 15:15; 1 Timothy 6:10; Proverbs 31:6

20 Even in your thoughts, do not curse the king, 

nor in your bedroom curse the rich, 

for a bird of the air will carry your voice, 

and some winged creature will tell the matter. 

 Cross References: Exodus 22:28; Luke 12:3; Habakkuk 2:11

Key Lessons from Ecclesiastes 10

•  A little folly ruins much good: One small act of foolishness can destroy the honor of a lifetime of wisdom. 

•  Wisdom brings stability: Calmness and prudence can pacify anger and preserve peace, even in the presence of rulers. 

•  Carelessness brings danger: Work without caution leads to harm; wisdom directs safe and effective effort. 

•  Words reveal the heart: The wise speak with grace; the fool exposes himself by endless, destructive talk. 

•  Leadership matters: A land suffers under childish, indulgent rulers but flourishes under noble and disciplined ones. 

•  Diligence prevents decay: Neglect and laziness bring ruin to homes, nations, and lives. 

•  Guard your thoughts and words: Even secret curses may come to light; God calls for reverence and restraint. 

Ecclesiastes 11 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Uncertainty of Life and the Call to Joy” 

The Call to Generosity

1 Cast your bread upon the waters, 

for after many days you will find it again. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 15:10; Galatians 6:9; Luke 6:38

2 Give portions to seven, yes, even to eight, 

for you do not know what disaster may come upon the land. 

 Cross References: Luke 6:30; Proverbs 27:1; 2 Corinthians 9:6

The Unpredictability of Life

3 If the clouds are full of rain, 

they pour it down upon the earth; 

and whether a tree falls to the south or to the north, 

in the place where it falls, there it will lie. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 55:10; Matthew 5:45; James 5:7

4 Whoever watches the wind will not sow, 

and whoever looks at the clouds will not reap. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 20:4; Luke 9:62; Galatians 6:9

5 As you do not know the path of the wind, 

or how the bones are formed in the womb of a woman with child, so you cannot understand the work of God, 

the Maker of all things. 

 Cross References: Psalm 139:13; John 3:8; Job 9:10

The Call to Diligence

6 Sow your seed in the morning, 

and at evening let not your hands be idle, 

for you do not know which will succeed, 

whether this or that, 

or whether both will do equally well. 

 Cross References: Psalm 126:5; Galatians 6:9; 2 Corinthians 9:6

The Blessing of Light and the Reality of Darkness

7 Truly, the light is sweet, 

and it is pleasant for the eyes to see the sun. 

 Cross References: Psalm 19:1; Psalm 97:11; John 8:12

8 However many years a man may live, 

let him rejoice in them all. 

But let him remember the days of darkness, 

for they will be many. 

Everything to come is vanity. 

 Cross References: Job 30:26; Psalm 90:10; Ecclesiastes 12:1

The Joy and Responsibility of Youth

9 Rejoice, young man, in your youth, 

and let your heart cheer you in the days of your youth. 

Follow the ways of your heart

and whatever your eyes see, 

but know that for all these things

God will bring you into judgment. 

 Cross References: Numbers 15:39; 2 Corinthians 5:10; 1 John 2:16

10 So then, banish sorrow from your heart, 

and put away evil from your body, 

for youth and the prime of life are vanity. 

 Cross References: Ephesians 4:22; Psalm 25:7; 1 Timothy 4:12

Key Lessons from Ecclesiastes 11

•  Be generous and trust God: Giving to others in faith leads to blessings in due time. 

•  Don’t wait for perfect conditions: Overanalyzing delays obedience and fruitfulness; act in faith despite uncertainty. 

•  Life is fragile and unpredictable: Only God knows the mysteries of creation and providence. 

•  Rejoice in the gift of life: Enjoy each day as a blessing from God while recognizing the brevity of time. 

•  Youth is a gift with accountability: God calls the young to joy, but also to remember that their choices will be judged. 

Ecclesiastes 12 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Remember Your Creator and Fear God” 

Remember Your Creator in Youth

1 Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, 

before the evil days come

and the years draw near when you say, 

“I have no pleasure in them.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 71:5; Lamentations 3:27; Proverbs 22:6

2 Before the sun, the light, the moon, and the stars are darkened, and the clouds return after the rain. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 13:10; Joel 2:31; Matthew 24:29

The Decline of Old Age

3 In the day when the keepers of the house tremble, 

and the strong men bow themselves, 

when the grinders are few and cease, 

and those who look through the windows grow dim. 

 Cross References: Psalm 90:10; Genesis 27:1; Psalm 71:9

4 The doors are shut in the streets, 

and the sound of grinding is low; 

one rises at the sound of a bird, 

yet all the daughters of music are brought low. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 19:35; Job 7:4; Psalm 71:18

5 They are afraid of heights, 

and terrors are in the way; 

the almond tree blossoms, 

the grasshopper drags itself along, 

and desire fails. 

For man goes to his eternal home, 

and mourners go about the streets. 

 Cross References: Genesis 42:38; Isaiah 46:4; Job 17:13

6 Before the silver cord is snapped, 

the golden bowl is broken, 

the pitcher shattered at the spring, 

and the wheel broken at the well. 

 Cross References: Psalm 31:12; 2 Corinthians 4:7; Job 4:19

7 Then the dust returns to the earth as it was, 

and the spirit returns to God who gave it. 

 Cross References: Genesis 3:19; Genesis 2:7; Psalm 146:4

The Final Word on Life’s Vanity

8 “Vanity of vanities,” says the Preacher, 

“all is vanity.” 

 Cross References: Ecclesiastes 1:2; Psalm 39:5; Romans 8:20

The Preacher’s Wisdom and Instruction

9 Because the Preacher was wise, 

he continued to teach the people knowledge. 

He weighed, explored, and set in order many proverbs. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 4:32; Proverbs 1:1; 2 Timothy 4:2

10 The Preacher sought to find delightful words, 

and uprightly he wrote words of truth. 

 Cross References: Psalm 19:14; John 17:17; Proverbs 8:8

11 The words of the wise are like goads, 

like firmly embedded nails, 

given by one Shepherd. 

 Cross References: Acts 9:5; John 10:11; Hebrews 4:12

12 And further, my son, be warned:

of making many books there is no end, 

and much study wearies the flesh. 

 Cross References: 1 Corinthians 8:1; John 21:25; Ecclesiastes 1:18

The Conclusion of the Matter

13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:

Fear God and keep His commandments, 

for this is the whole duty of man. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 10:12; Micah 6:8; Matthew 22:37

14 For God will bring every work into judgment, 

including every hidden thing, 

whether good or evil. 

 Cross References: Revelation 20:12; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Matthew 25:31

Key Lessons from Ecclesiastes 12

•  Remember God early: Serving and honoring God in youth lays a foundation before life’s hardships increase. 

•  Life fades with age: The imagery of trembling, dim eyes, and fading strength reminds us of human frailty. 

•  Death is inevitable: The body returns to dust, but the spirit returns to God, the Giver of life. 

•  Human wisdom is limited: Many books and endless study cannot satisfy the soul without God. 

•  The true conclusion of life: Our ultimate duty is to fear God and keep His commandments. 

•  Final judgment is certain: God will evaluate every deed—whether open or secret, good or evil. 

Introduction to the Book of Song of Solomon

“Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth: for thy love is better than wine.” –

Song of

Solomon 1:2

Title and Meaning

The title  Song of Solomon (also called the  Song of Songs) means “the greatest of songs.” In Hebrew, it is  Shir HaShirim, literally translated “Song of Songs,” following the Hebrew pattern of expressing the superlative (as in “King of kings” or “Holy of holies”). This title emphasizes that this is Solomon’s finest song out of the 1,005 songs attributed to him (1 Kings 4:32). The book is a poetic masterpiece celebrating love, intimacy, and covenant devotion. 

Author and Date

Tradition holds that King Solomon wrote the Song, likely in his early reign during the 10th century BC. The language, imagery, and references to royal wealth and splendor fit well with Solomon’s era. 

Some interpreters suggest it may have been compiled or edited later, but the strong internal evidence supports its Solomonic authorship. 

Purpose of Song of Solomon

Song of Solomon serves several purposes in Scripture:

•  To celebrate the beauty of marital love as a gift from God. 

•  To illustrate the sanctity of covenant faithfulness between husband and wife. 

•  To foreshadow Christ’s love for His Church, as later reflected in passages such as Ephesians 5:25–32 and Revelation 19:7–9. 

•  To remind readers that intimacy, rightly expressed within marriage, is both pure and God-honoring. 

Structure of Song of Solomon

The book is a lyrical dialogue, moving between the voices of the Bride (the Shulammite woman), the Bridegroom (Solomon), and occasionally a chorus of companions. While it is difficult to divide strictly, the flow of the song can be outlined as follows: 1. The Longing of Love (Ch. 1:1–2:7) Expressions of desire and admiration between the beloved and her lover. 2. The Blossoming of Love (Ch. 2:8–3:5) Courtship imagery with anticipation of union. 3. The Joy of Union (Ch. 3:6–5:1) Wedding procession and marital consummation. 4. The Struggles and Separation of Love (Ch. 

5:2–6:3) The bride experiences distance and renewed longing. 5. The Beauty of Devotion (Ch. 

6:4–8:4) Poetic praise of the beloved’s beauty and uniqueness. 6. The Power of Love (Ch. 8:5–14) The climactic declaration that love is as strong as death, enduring and unquenchable. 

Major Themes

•  Love and Marriage: Human love, passion, and intimacy are gifts from God when expressed within His design. 

•  Faithfulness: True love thrives in commitment and covenant loyalty. 

•  Beauty and Desire: The delight of romantic love reflects the Creator’s good design. 

•  Christ and the Church (spiritual theme): The love between bride and groom foreshadows Christ’s sacrificial, eternal love for His people. 

•  The Power of Love: Genuine love is enduring, unstoppable, and divine in origin. 

Why Song of Solomon Matters Today

In a world that often distorts or cheapens love, Song of Solomon restores a biblical vision of intimacy as sacred, beautiful, and enduring. It affirms the holiness of marriage and calls believers to purity, passion, and covenant faithfulness. Spiritually, it also points to the greater reality of God’s love in Christ—a love stronger than death, eternal and redemptive. 

Key Verse

“Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it: if a man would give all the substance of his house for love, it would utterly be contemned.” – Song of Solomon 8:7 This verse captures the heart of the book: true love is priceless, powerful, and unquenchable, reflecting the very love of God. 

Song of Solomon 1 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Beauty of Love” 

The Bride’s Desire

1 This is Solomon’s song of songs, the most beautiful of all his songs. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 4:32; Psalm 45:1; Ecclesiastes 1:1

2 Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth, 

for your love is sweeter than wine. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 4:10; Proverbs 5:19; Psalm 133:2

3 Your fragrance is pleasing; 

your name is like perfume poured out. 

That is why young women love you. 

 Cross References: Ecclesiastes 7:1; John 12:3; Psalm 45:8

4 Take me with you, let us run together! 

The king has brought me into his rooms. 

We will be glad and rejoice in you. 

We will remember your love more than wine. 

Rightly do they love you! 

 Cross References: John 6:44; Hosea 11:4; John 14:2

The Bride’s Humility

5 I am dark but lovely, 

O daughters of Jerusalem—

like the tents of Kedar, 

like the curtains of Solomon. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 16:14; Psalm 45:11; 1 Samuel 16:7

6 Do not stare at me because I am dark, 

for the sun has tanned me. 

My mother’s sons were angry with me; 

they made me keeper of the vineyards, 

but my own vineyard I have not kept. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 8:12; Luke 15:29; Matthew 21:33

The Bride Seeks Her Beloved

7 Tell me, you whom my soul loves, 

where do you graze your flock, 

and where do you rest them at noon? 

Why should I wander like one veiled, 

beside the flocks of your companions? 

 Cross References: Psalm 23:1; John 10:14; Ezekiel 34:14

The Groom’s Reply

8 If you do not know, most beautiful of women, 

follow the tracks of the sheep, 

and feed your young goats

near the shepherds’ tents. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 5:9; Song of Solomon 6:1; 1 Peter 2:25

The Groom’s Praise

9 I compare you, my darling, 

to a mare among Pharaoh’s chariots. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:9; 1 Kings 10:28; Isaiah 31:1

10 Your cheeks are lovely with ornaments, 

your neck with strings of jewels. 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:42; Proverbs 1:9; Ezekiel 16:11

11 We will make for you ornaments of gold, 

studded with silver. 

 Cross References: Psalm 45:13; Proverbs 25:11; Ezekiel 16:13

The Bride’s Admiration

12 While the king was at his table, 

my perfume spread its fragrance. 

 Cross References: John 12:3; Mark 14:3; Psalm 23:5

13 My beloved is to me a sachet of myrrh

that lies between my breasts. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 4:6; Exodus 30:23; Matthew 2:11

14 My beloved is to me a cluster of henna blossoms

in the vineyards of En Gedi. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 24:1; Song of Solomon 7:12; Numbers 13:23

The Groom and Bride Delight in Each Other

15 Behold, you are beautiful, my darling; 

behold, you are beautiful! 

Your eyes are like doves. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 4:1; Song of Solomon 1:16; Matthew 3:16

16 Behold, you are handsome, my beloved, 

yes, pleasing! 

Our bed is verdant and fresh. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 1:15; Song of Solomon 2:16; Psalm 23:2

17 The beams of our house are cedar, 

and our rafters are fir. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 6:9; Psalm 104:16; 1 Kings 7:2

Key Lessons from Song of Solomon 1

•  Love is a gift from God: True love is sweet, delightful, and worth celebrating. 

•  Beauty is more than appearance: The bride’s humility shows that love values the heart above outward looks. 

•  Mutual admiration strengthens love: The bride and groom honor and praise one another, building intimacy. 

•  Love brings joy and refreshment: Like perfume, wine, and fresh greenery, love is life-giving and refreshing. 

•  Christ and the Church: Many see in this love song a picture of Christ’s love for His people—

faithful, joyful, and pure. 

Song of Solomon 2 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Love’s Beauty and Invitation” 

The Bride’s Identity

1 I am a rose of Sharon, 

a lily of the valleys. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 35:1; Song of Solomon 2:2; Hosea 14:5

The Groom’s Praise

2 Like a lily among thorns, 

so is my love among the young women. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 2:1; Matthew 13:22; Song of Solomon 6:9

The Bride’s Delight in Her Beloved

3 Like an apple tree among the forest trees, 

so is my beloved among the young men. 

I delight to sit in his shade, 

and his fruit is sweet to my taste. 

 Cross References: Psalm 91:1; Hosea 14:8; Psalm 36:7

4 He brought me into the banquet hall, 

and his banner over me was love. 

 Cross References: Psalm 20:5; Isaiah 25:6; Revelation 19:9

5 Strengthen me with raisins, 

refresh me with apples, 

for I am weak with love. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 5:8; Psalm 42:1; Psalm 63:1

6 His left hand is under my head, 

and his right hand embraces me. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 8:3; Deuteronomy 33:27; Psalm 139:5

The Bride’s Charge

7 I charge you, daughters of Jerusalem, 

by the gazelles and the does of the field:

Do not stir up or awaken love

until it pleases. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 3:5; Song of Solomon 8:4; Ecclesiastes 3:1

The Bride Hears Her Beloved

8 The voice of my beloved! Look, he comes, 

leaping over the mountains, 

skipping over the hills. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 52:7; Habakkuk 3:19; John 10:27

9 My beloved is like a gazelle or a young stag. 

Look, he stands behind our wall, 

gazing through the windows, 

showing himself through the lattice. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 2:17; Psalm 42:1; Malachi 4:2

The Groom’s Invitation

10 My beloved spoke and said to me:

“Rise up, my love, my beautiful one, 

and come away. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 2:13; 1 Thessalonians 4:16; Revelation 22:17

11 For the winter is past, 

the rain is over and gone. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 60:1; Psalm 30:5; 2 Corinthians 5:17

12 Flowers appear on the earth, 

the time of singing has come, 

and the voice of the dove is heard in our land. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 35:2; Jeremiah 8:7; Psalm 96:11

13 The fig tree ripens its figs, 

and the vines give off their fragrance. 

Rise up, my love, my beautiful one, 

and come away.” 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 2:10; Matthew 24:32; Habakkuk 3:17

The Groom’s Desire for His Bride

14 O my dove, in the clefts of the rock, 

in the hidden places of the cliffs, 

let me see your face, 

let me hear your voice; 

for your voice is sweet, 

and your face is lovely. 

 Cross References: Exodus 33:22; Psalm 27:8; Song of Solomon 5:2

Protecting Their Love

15 Catch the foxes for us—

the little foxes that ruin the vineyards, 

for our vineyards are in bloom. 

 Cross References: Judges 15:4; Ezekiel 13:4; Song of Solomon 7:12

The Bride’s Joy

16 My beloved is mine, and I am his; 

he grazes among the lilies. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 6:3; Song of Solomon 7:10; Jeremiah 31:33

17 Until the day breaks

and the shadows flee away, 

turn, my beloved, 

and be like a gazelle or a young stag

on the rugged mountains. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 4:6; Song of Solomon 2:9; 2 Peter 1:19

Key Lessons from Song of Solomon 2

•  Love is pure and set apart: True love is like a lily among thorns—distinct and beautiful in a world full of distractions. 

•  Love provides shelter and refreshment: The beloved’s shade and fruit show how love gives both comfort and delight. 

•  Love must not be forced: The bride warns not to awaken love before its time, teaching patience and God’s timing in relationships. 

•  Seasons of renewal: Just as winter passes and spring arrives, love flourishes in its proper season. 

•  Guard your love: The foxes represent small problems or temptations that can spoil relationships if left unchecked. 

•  Union in love: The bride’s words, “My beloved is mine, and I am his,” reflect security, intimacy, and mutual devotion. 

Song of Solomon 3 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Bride Finds Her Beloved” 

The Bride’s Search

1 At night on my bed I looked for the one my soul loves; I looked for him, but I did not find him. 

 Cross References: Psalm 63:1; Isaiah 26:9; Song of Solomon 5:6

2 So I will get up now and go about the city, 

through the streets and the squares; 

I will look for the one my soul loves. 

I looked for him, but I did not find him. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 8:17; Jeremiah 29:13; Song of Solomon 3:4

3 The watchmen found me as they patrolled the city. 

I asked them, “Have you seen the one my soul loves?” 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 5:7; Isaiah 62:6; Ezekiel 3:17

4 Hardly had I passed by them, 

when I found the one my soul loves. 

I held him and would not let him go

until I had brought him into my mother’s house, 

into the room of her who conceived me. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 8:2; Ruth 1:16; John 20:16

The Bride’s Charge

5 I charge you, daughters of Jerusalem, 

by the gazelles and by the does of the field:

Do not stir up or awaken love

until it pleases. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 2:7; Song of Solomon 8:4; Habakkuk 2:20

The Procession of Solomon

The Bride Beholds Solomon’s Splendor

6 Who is this coming up from the wilderness

like columns of smoke, 

perfumed with myrrh and frankincense, 

with all the fragrant powders of the merchant? 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 8:5; Exodus 13:21; Revelation 19:7

7 Look! It is Solomon’s carriage, 

escorted by sixty mighty men, 

the best warriors of Israel. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 4:26; 2 Samuel 23:8; Psalm 127:1

8 All of them carry swords, 

skilled in battle, 

each with his sword at his side, 

ready for the terrors of the night. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 4:18; Ephesians 6:17; Psalm 91:5

The Royal Carriage

9 King Solomon made a carriage for himself

from the wood of Lebanon. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:18; 1 Kings 7:2; Isaiah 60:13

10 He made its posts of silver, 

its base of gold, 

its seat upholstered with purple. 

Its interior was lovingly inlaid

by the daughters of Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: Esther 1:6; Psalm 45:13; Revelation 21:21

The King’s Joy

11 Come out, daughters of Zion, 

and look at King Solomon, 

wearing the crown his mother gave him

on the day of his wedding, 

the day his heart rejoiced. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 62:5; Revelation 19:7; Psalm 45:11

Key Lessons from Song of Solomon 3

•  Love longs to find its beloved: The bride’s search shows the deep yearning of the heart for true love. 

•  Perseverance in seeking: Though she did not find him at first, she continued searching until she did—teaching us to persist in what we truly value. 

•  Love must be guarded: The repeated warning not to awaken love before its time emphasizes patience and God’s timing. 

•  Christ-like imagery: Just as Solomon appears in splendor, escorted by mighty men, Christ the King comes in majesty, surrounded by power and glory. 

•  Marriage is a day of joy: Solomon’s crown at his wedding represents the beauty and gladness of covenant love. 

Song of Solomon 4 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Beauty of the Bride” 

The Groom’s Praise

1 How beautiful you are, my love! 

How very beautiful! 

Your eyes are like doves behind your veil. 

Your hair falls like a flock of goats

streaming down Mount Gilead. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 1:15; Song of Solomon 6:5; Ephesians 5:27

2 Your teeth are like a flock of sheep, 

just shorn and freshly washed; 

each one has a twin, 

not one of them is missing. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 6:6; Genesis 1:28; Psalm 113:9

3 Your lips are like a scarlet thread, 

and your mouth is lovely. 

Your cheeks behind your veil

are like a slice of pomegranate. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 6:7; Joshua 2:18; Proverbs 31:26

4 Your neck is like the tower of David, 

built with rows of stone; 

on it hang a thousand shields, 

all belonging to mighty warriors. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 3:19; Psalm 144:2; Proverbs 1:9

5 Your two breasts are like twin fawns of a gazelle, 

grazing among the lilies. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 7:3; Proverbs 5:19; Song of Solomon 2:16

6 Until the day breaks

and the shadows flee away, 

I will go to the mountain of myrrh

and to the hill of frankincense. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 2:17; Matthew 2:11; 2 Peter 1:19

7 You are altogether beautiful, my love; 

there is no flaw in you. 

 Cross References: Ephesians 5:27; Song of Solomon 1:15; 2 Corinthians 11:2

The Groom Invites His Bride

8 Come with me from Lebanon, my bride, 

come with me from Lebanon. 

Look from the peaks of Amana, 

from the top of Senir and Hermon, 

from the lions’ dens

and from the mountains of leopards. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 3:9; Psalm 133:3; Song of Solomon 7:4

9 You have captured my heart, my sister, my bride; 

you have stolen my heart

with one glance of your eyes, 

with a single jewel of your necklace. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 4:10; Hosea 2:19; Ephesians 5:25

10 How delightful is your love, my sister, my bride! 

Your love is better than wine, 

and the fragrance of your perfume

is better than any spice. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 1:2; Song of Solomon 4:9; Proverbs 5:19

11 Your lips, my bride, 

drip sweetness like the honeycomb; 

honey and milk are under your tongue, 

and the scent of your garments

is like the fragrance of Lebanon. 

 Cross References: Psalm 19:10; Exodus 3:8; Psalm 119:103

The Bride as a Garden

12 My sister, my bride, is a locked garden, 

a sealed spring, a hidden fountain. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 4:15; Proverbs 5:15; Isaiah 58:11

13 Your plants are an orchard of pomegranates

with choice fruits, 

with henna and spikenard, 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 1:14; Numbers 13:23; Deuteronomy 8:8

14 with saffron, calamus, and cinnamon, 

with all kinds of incense trees, 

with myrrh and aloes, 

and all the finest spices. 

 Cross References: Exodus 30:23; John 19:39; Psalm 45:8

15 You are a garden fountain, 

a well of living water, 

flowing streams from Lebanon. 

 Cross References: John 4:14; John 7:38; Revelation 22:1

The Bride’s Invitation

16 Awake, O north wind, 

and come, O south wind. 

Blow upon my garden

so its fragrance may spread abroad. 

Let my beloved come into his garden

and taste its choice fruits. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 5:1; John 3:8; Isaiah 27:2

Key Lessons from Song of Solomon 4

•  Love admires beauty deeply: The groom’s detailed praise shows that true love notices and cherishes even the smallest features. 

•  Purity and protection matter: The bride is described as a locked garden, symbolizing purity, devotion, and exclusivity in love. 

•  Love is mutual delight: The groom finds joy in his bride’s love, which is sweeter than wine and more fragrant than spices. 

•  Godly marriage reflects intimacy and delight: Just as the bride invites her beloved into her garden, marriage is a place of union, joy, and shared love. 

•  Living water imagery points to Christ: The bride as a fountain of living waters reminds us of Christ, who offers eternal life to His people (John 4:14). 

Song of Solomon 5 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Bride’s Longing and Praise for Her Beloved” 

The Groom’s Delight

1 I have come into my garden, my sister, my bride; 

I have gathered my myrrh with my spice, 

I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey, 

I have drunk my wine with my milk. 

Eat, friends; 

drink and be filled with love. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 4:16; John 2:9; Revelation 3:20

The Bride Misses Her Beloved

2 I slept, but my heart was awake. 

It was the voice of my beloved—he was knocking:

“Open to me, my sister, my love, 

my dove, my perfect one. 

My head is wet with dew, 

my hair with the dampness of the night.” 

 Cross References: Revelation 3:20; Song of Solomon 2:14; Luke 12:36

3 But I said, “I have taken off my robe; 

how can I put it back on? 

I have washed my feet; 

must I dirty them again?” 

 Cross References: John 13:10; Colossians 3:9; Revelation 3:18

4 My beloved reached his hand through the latch, 

and my heart leaped for him. 

 Cross References: Revelation 3:20; Song of Solomon 5:2; Philippians 1:8

5 I rose to open for my beloved, 

and my hands dripped with myrrh, 

my fingers with sweet-smelling myrrh

on the handles of the bolt. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 1:13; John 19:39; Psalm 45:8

6 I opened to my beloved, 

but he had turned and was gone. 

My heart sank when he left. 

I sought him, but did not find him; 

I called, but he gave no answer. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 3:2; Isaiah 55:6; Proverbs 1:28

7 The watchmen found me as they made their rounds in the city. 

They struck me, they wounded me; 

the guards of the walls

took away my veil. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 3:3; Isaiah 53:5; John 15:20

8 I charge you, daughters of Jerusalem:

if you find my beloved, 

tell him I am lovesick. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 2:5; Song of Solomon 2:7; Psalm 42:2

The Daughters Question the Bride

9 “What is your beloved more than another beloved, O most beautiful of women? 

What is your beloved more than another beloved, 

that you should charge us so strongly?” 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 1:8; Song of Solomon 6:1; Psalm 45:2

The Bride Praises Her Beloved

10 My beloved is radiant and ruddy, 

distinguished among ten thousand. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 16:12; Psalm 45:2; Revelation 1:14

11 His head is purest gold; 

his hair is wavy, black as a raven. 

 Cross References: Daniel 7:9; Revelation 1:14; Song of Solomon 4:1

12 His eyes are like doves

by streams of water, 

washed with milk, 

set like jewels. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 1:15; Matthew 3:16; Psalm 19:8

13 His cheeks are like a garden of spices, 

like beds of fragrant herbs. 

His lips are like lilies, 

dripping with sweet myrrh. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 2:16; Psalm 45:2; Hosea 14:6

14 His hands are like gold rings

set with gems of beryl. 

His body is like polished ivory, 

decorated with sapphires. 

 Cross References: Exodus 28:20; Ezekiel 1:26; Revelation 21:19

15 His legs are like marble pillars

set on bases of pure gold. 

His appearance is like Lebanon, 

majestic as the cedars. 

 Cross References: Revelation 1:15; Psalm 92:12; 1 Kings 7:2

16 His mouth is sweetness itself; 

yes, he is altogether lovely. 

This is my beloved, and this is my friend, 

O daughters of Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: Psalm 45:2; John 15:14; Song of Solomon 5:10

Key Lessons from Song of Solomon 5

•  Love delights in intimacy: The groom enjoys his garden (symbol of the bride), showing the joy of marital union. 

•  Delayed response can bring regret: The bride hesitated to open the door, and when she did, her beloved was gone—a reminder to cherish opportunities for love and closeness. 

•  Love endures hardship: Even when struck by watchmen, the bride’s devotion did not waver. 

•  True love is unique: When questioned, the bride described her beloved’s beauty and character, showing that genuine love sees no equal. 

•  Christ and the Church: Many see this as a picture of longing for Christ—sometimes He seems distant, yet He is altogether lovely and faithful to His people. 

Song of Solomon 6 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Beauty and Uniqueness of Love” 

The Daughters Seek the Beloved

1 Where has your beloved gone, 

O most beautiful among women? 

Where has your beloved turned aside, 

that we may seek him with you? 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 5:9; Matthew 7:7; Song of Solomon 1:8

The Bride’s Confidence

2 My beloved has gone down to his garden, 

to the beds of spices, 

to browse in the gardens

and to gather lilies. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 4:16; Song of Solomon 5:1; John 20:15

3 I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is mine; 

he grazes among the lilies. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 2:16; Song of Solomon 7:10; Jeremiah 31:33

The Groom’s Praise

4 You are beautiful, my love, 

as lovely as Tirzah, 

as splendid as Jerusalem, 

majestic as an army with banners. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 14:17; Psalm 48:2; Song of Solomon 6:10

5 Turn your eyes away from me, 

for they overwhelm me. 

Your hair is like a flock of goats

descending from Gilead. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 4:1; Psalm 119:37; Genesis 31:21

6 Your teeth are like a flock of sheep

coming up from the washing, 

each has its twin, 

and not one of them is missing. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 4:2; Psalm 128:3; Genesis 1:22

7 Your temples behind your veil

are like a slice of pomegranate. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 4:3; Exodus 28:33; Numbers 20:5

8 Sixty queens there may be, 

and eighty concubines, 

and young women without number. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 11:3; Song of Solomon 6:9; Matthew 6:29

9 But my dove, my perfect one, is unique. 

She is her mother’s only daughter, 

the favorite of the one who bore her. 

The young women saw her and called her blessed; 

the queens and concubines praised her. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 2:14; Ephesians 5:27; Luke 1:48

The Bride’s Radiance

10 Who is this who looks like the dawn, 

fair as the moon, 

bright as the sun, 

majestic as an army with banners? 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 6:4; Revelation 12:1; Judges 5:31

11 I went down to the grove of nut trees

to see the new growth in the valley, 

to see if the vines had budded

or the pomegranates were in bloom. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 7:12; Numbers 17:8; Habakkuk 3:17

12 Before I realized it, 

my desire had set me among

the royal chariots of my people. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 6:22; Acts 8:39; Philippians 3:12

The Daughters Call to the Bride

13 Return, return, O Shulamite; 

return, return, that we may look at you! 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 1:8; Ruth 1:16; Genesis 32:2

The Bride’s Dignity

Why should you gaze at the Shulamite, as at the dance of two armies? 

Key Lessons from Song of Solomon 6

•  Love is secure: The bride confidently declares, “I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is mine,” 

showing the stability of true commitment. 

•  Love sees uniqueness: Though surrounded by queens and maidens, the groom sees his bride as the one and only, cherished above all. 

•  True beauty shines brightly: The bride is compared to the dawn, the moon, and the sun—

images of radiance and purity. 

•  Love draws admiration: Others look at the bride and praise her, showing that genuine love reflects outwardly for all to see. 

•  Christ and the Church: The uniqueness of the bride reflects how the Church is chosen and beloved of Christ, set apart from the world. 

Song of Solomon 7 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Delight in Each Other’s Love” 

The Groom’s Praise of the Bride

1 How beautiful are your feet in sandals, 

O noble daughter! 

The curves of your thighs are like jewels, 

the work of a master craftsman. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 52:7; Romans 10:15; Ephesians 6:15

2 Your navel is like a rounded bowl

that never lacks wine. 

Your belly is like a heap of wheat, 

surrounded with lilies. 

 Cross References: John 12:24; Psalm 65:13; Matthew 13:30

3 Your two breasts are like twin fawns, 

the young of a gazelle. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 4:5; Proverbs 5:19; 1 Peter 2:2

4 Your neck is like a tower of ivory. 

Your eyes are like the pools in Heshbon, 

by the gate of Bath-rabbim. 

Your nose is like the tower of Lebanon

overlooking Damascus. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 4:4; 1 Kings 22:39; Amos 3:15

5 Your head crowns you like Mount Carmel. 

Your hair is like royal purple; 

the king is captivated by its waves. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 35:2; Esther 1:6; Song of Solomon 4:9

6 How beautiful and pleasant you are, 

O love, full of delights! 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 1:16; Psalm 133:1; Psalm 16:11

7 Your stature is like a palm tree, 

and your breasts like clusters of fruit. 

 Cross References: Psalm 92:12; Numbers 13:23; Song of Solomon 1:14

8 I said, “I will climb the palm tree; 

I will take hold of its branches. 

May your breasts be like grape clusters, 

and the fragrance of your breath like apples. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 2:3; John 15:4; Psalm 92:13

9 May your mouth be like the best wine—

flowing smoothly for my beloved, 

gliding gently over lips and teeth.” 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 1:2; John 2:10; Psalm 104:15

The Bride’s Response

10 I am my beloved’s, 

and his desire is for me. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 2:16; Song of Solomon 6:3; Genesis 3:16

11 Come, my beloved, 

let us go out to the fields, 

let us spend the night in the villages. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 2:10; Song of Solomon 1:16; Luke 9:12

12 Let us rise early and go to the vineyards, 

to see if the vines have budded, 

if the blossoms have opened, 

and the pomegranates are in bloom—

there I will give you my love. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 6:11; Song of Solomon 2:15; Proverbs 5:19

13 The mandrakes send out their fragrance, 

and at our door are all kinds of choice fruits, 

both new and old, 

which I have stored up for you, my beloved. 

 Cross References: Genesis 30:14; Matthew 13:52; Song of Solomon 4:16

Key Lessons from Song of Solomon 7

•  Love praises freely: The groom’s detailed admiration shows how love builds up by speaking beauty into the one we cherish. 

•  Mutual belonging: The bride declares again, “I am my beloved’s,” showing the security of commitment in marriage. 

•  Love is to be enjoyed together: The bride invites her beloved into the fields and vineyards, showing that love flourishes in shared life and experiences. 

•  Romance and devotion: The images of fruit, fragrance, and wine reflect joy, refreshment, and intimacy in a godly marriage. 

•  Prepared devotion: The bride treasures her love, storing up “new and old” fruits, reminding us that love requires effort, memory, and fresh devotion. 

Song of Solomon 8 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Power of Love” 

The Bride’s Desire for Intimacy

1 Oh, that you were like my brother, 

nursed at my mother’s breasts! 

Then, if I found you outside, I would kiss you, 

and no one would despise me. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 2:11; Matthew 12:50; Song of Solomon 1:2

2 I would lead you

and bring you into my mother’s house—

she who taught me. 

I would give you spiced wine to drink, 

the juice of my pomegranates. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 3:4; Song of Solomon 4:13; Isaiah 25:6

3 His left hand would be under my head, 

and his right hand would embrace me. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 2:6; Deuteronomy 33:27; Psalm 63:8

4 I charge you, daughters of Jerusalem:

do not stir up or awaken love

until it pleases. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 2:7; Song of Solomon 3:5; Ecclesiastes 3:5

The Strength of Love

5 Who is this coming up from the wilderness, 

leaning on her beloved? 

Under the apple tree I awakened you; 

there your mother conceived you; 

there she who gave you birth brought you forth. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 3:6; Deuteronomy 32:10; Isaiah 63:1

6 Set me as a seal upon your heart, 

as a seal upon your arm. 

For love is as strong as death, 

and jealousy is as unyielding as the grave. 

Its flames are flames of fire, 

a most intense flame. 

 Cross References: Ephesians 1:13; Song of Solomon 2:16; Romans 8:38

7 Many waters cannot quench love, 

neither can floods drown it. 

If a man were to give all the wealth of his house for love, 

he would be utterly despised. 

 Cross References: 1 Corinthians 13:8; Psalm 93:4; Proverbs 6:35

Protecting Purity

8 We have a little sister, 

and she has no breasts. 

What shall we do for our sister

on the day she is spoken for? 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 16:7; 2 Corinthians 11:2; Genesis 24:58

9 If she is a wall, 

we will build on her a tower of silver. 

If she is a door, 

we will enclose her with panels of cedar. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 6:15; Ephesians 2:21; 1 Kings 6:15

10 I am a wall, 

and my breasts are like towers. 

So I became in his eyes

as one who brings peace. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 4:4; Luke 1:30; Esther 2:17

The Bride’s Vineyard

11 Solomon had a vineyard at Baal-hamon; 

he rented out the vineyard to keepers. 

Each was to bring a thousand pieces of silver for its fruit. 

 Cross References: Matthew 21:33; Isaiah 5:1; Matthew 20:1

12 But my vineyard, which is mine to give, 

is before me. 

You, O Solomon, may have the thousand, 

and the keepers of the fruit two hundred. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 1:6; 1 Corinthians 3:9; Isaiah 5:7

Closing Invitation

13 You who dwell in the gardens, 

friends are listening for your voice—

let me hear it! 

 Cross References: John 10:3; Song of Solomon 2:14; Revelation 3:20

14 Make haste, my beloved, 

and be like a gazelle or a young stag

on the mountains of spices. 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 2:17; Revelation 22:20; Habakkuk 3:19

Key Lessons from Song of Solomon 8

•  Love is intimate and unashamed: The bride desires closeness with her beloved that is unhindered by cultural barriers or fear of judgment. 

•  Love is strong and unquenchable: True love is described as powerful as death, unyielding as the grave, and impossible to extinguish with waters or floods. 

•  Love is priceless: No amount of wealth can buy or replace genuine love. 

•  Purity must be guarded: The imagery of the “little sister” reminds us of protecting innocence until the right time of marriage. 

•  Belonging and devotion: The seal upon the heart and arm shows that love is both inward and outward—a total commitment. 

•  Christ and His Bride: Just as the beloved leans on her lover, so the Church leans on Christ, longing for His return with urgency and joy. 

Introduction to the Book of Isaiah

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory!” –

Isaiah 6:3

Title and Meaning

The name  Isaiah comes from the Hebrew Yesha‘yahu, meaning “The Lord is salvation.”  This theme of salvation runs throughout the book, making Isaiah one of the most Christ-centered books in the Old Testament. Often called the “Gospel of the Old Testament,” Isaiah proclaims both judgment and redemption, pointing clearly to the coming Messiah. 

Author and Date

Isaiah, son of Amoz, is traditionally regarded as the author of the book that bears his name. He ministered as a prophet in Judah for about 60 years, from approximately 740–680 BC, during the reigns of Kings Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah (Isaiah 1:1). Isaiah’s ministry came during a time of political upheaval, moral decline, and the looming threat of Assyrian invasion. His prophecies range from warnings of judgment against Judah and the nations to glorious visions of the future reign of the Messiah. 

Purpose of Isaiah

Isaiah’s prophecy serves as both a warning and a hope:

•  To warn Judah and surrounding nations of the coming judgment because of sin. 

•  To call God’s people to repentance and faith in the Holy One of Israel. 

•  To reveal God’s plan of redemption through His Servant, the Messiah. 

•  To encourage the faithful with visions of restoration, peace, and God’s eternal kingdom. Isaiah demonstrates that God is both just and merciful — He judges sin but also offers salvation through His anointed one. 

Structure of Isaiah

Isaiah is often compared to a “miniature Bible”: 66 chapters corresponding to the Bible’s 66 books. 

Chapters 1–39: Judgment and Warning

•  Prophecies against Judah, Israel, and the nations. 

•  Historical accounts of Assyrian threats. 

•  God’s call for repentance and trust in Him, not in foreign alliances. Chapters 40–66: Comfort and Hope

•  Promises of restoration after exile. 

•  The Servant Songs, pointing to the suffering and triumph of the Messiah (Isaiah 42, 49, 50, 53). 

•  Visions of the new heavens and new earth (Isaiah 65–66). 

Major Themes

•  The Holiness of God: God is the “Holy One of Israel,” exalted in majesty and purity. 

•  Sin and Judgment: Isaiah confronts idolatry, injustice, and hypocrisy. 

•  Messiah and Salvation: Clear prophecies of the coming Christ — His virgin birth (Isaiah 7:14), His deity (Isaiah 9:6), His suffering (Isaiah 53), and His eternal reign. 

•  Faith and Trust in God: Judah is urged to rely on God rather than human strength or political alliances. 

•  Future Glory: Isaiah points to the restoration of Israel and the coming kingdom where peace and righteousness will reign. 

Why Isaiah Matters Today

Isaiah speaks powerfully to our world of turmoil and uncertainty:

•  It reminds us of God’s holiness and justice in confronting sin. 

•  It assures us of God’s plan of salvation through Jesus Christ, foretold 700 years before His birth. 

•  It calls us to trust God in times of crisis, rather than relying on worldly solutions. 

•  It offers hope in the promise of a future kingdom of peace, joy, and righteousness. For Christians, Isaiah deepens our understanding of Christ’s mission, suffering, and ultimate victory. 

Key Verse

“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.” – Isaiah 7:14 This prophecy points directly to Jesus Christ, God with us, the ultimate fulfillment of Isaiah’s message:

The Lord is salvation. 

Isaiah 1 – Crawford Standard Bible

“A Rebellious Nation and God’s Call to Repentance” 

Isaiah’s Vision

1 This is the vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 15:1; 2 Chronicles 26:1; Hosea 1:1

God’s Complaint Against His People

2 Hear, O heavens, and listen, O earth! 

For the Lord has spoken:

“I raised children and brought them up, 

but they have rebelled against Me. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:1; Deuteronomy 32:5; Micah 6:2

3 Even the ox knows its owner, 

and the donkey its master’s manger, 

but Israel does not know Me; 

My people do not understand.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 8:7; Deuteronomy 32:15; Jeremiah 2:8

4 Oh, sinful nation, 

a people weighed down with guilt, 

offspring of evildoers, 

children who act corruptly! 

They have abandoned the Lord; 

they have despised the Holy One of Israel; 

they have turned their backs on Him. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 2:13; Deuteronomy 32:15; 2 Chronicles 29:6

The Sickness of Sin

5 Why should you be beaten anymore? 

You only continue to rebel. 

The whole head is sick, 

and the whole heart is faint. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 5:3; 2 Chronicles 28:22; Amos 4:6

6 From the sole of the foot to the top of the head, 

there is no health—

only wounds, bruises, and sores, 

not cleansed, bandaged, or treated with oil. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 30:12; Psalm 38:3; Jeremiah 6:14

7 Your land is desolate, 

your cities are burned with fire; 

foreigners devour your fields before your eyes, 

a wasteland, overthrown by strangers. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 18:13; Micah 1:6; Leviticus 26:33

8 The daughter of Zion is left

like a shelter in a vineyard, 

like a hut in a field of melons, 

like a city under siege. 

 Cross References: Lamentations 2:1; Micah 3:12; Lamentations 5:18

9 If the Lord of hosts had not left us a few survivors, we would have become like Sodom, 

we would have been like Gomorrah. 

 Cross References: Romans 9:29; Genesis 19:24; Lamentations 3:22

Empty Religion

10 Hear the word of the Lord, you rulers of Sodom; 

listen to the law of our God, you people of Gomorrah! 

 Cross References: Genesis 19:1; Deuteronomy 32:32; Ezekiel 16:46

11 “What is the purpose of your many sacrifices to Me?” says the Lord. 

“I am full of the burnt offerings of rams

and the fat of well-fed cattle. 

I take no pleasure in the blood of bulls, lambs, or goats. 

 Cross References: Amos 5:21; Psalm 51:16; 1 Samuel 15:22

12 When you come to appear before Me, 

who has required this of you—

this trampling of My courts? 

 Cross References: Micah 6:6; Micah 6:7; Psalm 50:8

13 Stop bringing meaningless offerings! 

Your incense is detestable to Me. 

New moons, Sabbaths, and convocations—

I cannot bear your wicked assemblies. 

 Cross References: Malachi 1:10; Amos 5:22; Hosea 8:13

14 Your new moon feasts and your appointed festivals

My soul hates. 

They have become a burden to Me; 

I am weary of bearing them. 

 Cross References: Amos 8:5; Hosea 2:11; Lamentations 2:6

15 When you spread out your hands in prayer, 

I will hide My eyes from you. 

Even though you multiply prayers, 

I will not listen. 

Your hands are full of blood. 

 Cross References: Micah 3:4; Jeremiah 14:12; Proverbs 1:28

A Call to Repentance

16 Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean. 

Remove your evil deeds from My sight. 

Stop doing wrong. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 4:14; Psalm 51:2; James 4:8

17 Learn to do good. 

Seek justice. 

Defend the oppressed. 

Take up the cause of the fatherless. 

Plead the case of the widow. 

 Cross References: Micah 6:8; James 1:27; Zechariah 7:9

18 “Come now, let us reason together,” 

says the Lord. 

“Though your sins are like scarlet, 

they shall be as white as snow. 

Though they are red like crimson, 

they shall become like wool. 

 Cross References: Psalm 51:7; 1 John 1:9; Micah 7:18

19 If you are willing and obedient, 

you will eat the good things of the land. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:1; Deuteronomy 28:2; Leviticus 26:3

20 But if you resist and rebel, 

you will be devoured by the sword. 

For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:15; Leviticus 26:25; Jeremiah 9:13

The Corruption of Jerusalem

21 How the faithful city has become a prostitute! 

She was once full of justice; 

righteousness lived in her, 

but now—murderers. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 2:20; Ezekiel 23:4; Hosea 4:1

22 Your silver has become dross, 

your wine diluted with water. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 22:18; Jeremiah 6:28; Proverbs 25:4

23 Your rulers are rebels, 

companions of thieves. 

Everyone loves a bribe

and chases after rewards. 

They do not defend the orphan, 

and the widow’s case never comes before them. 

 Cross References: Micah 3:11; Micah 7:3; Ezekiel 22:27

God’s Promise of Purging and Restoration

24 Therefore the Lord, the Lord of hosts, 

the Mighty One of Israel, declares:

“Ah! I will vent My wrath on My enemies

and avenge Myself on My foes. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 5:13; Deuteronomy 32:41; Ezekiel 22:31

25 I will turn My hand against you; 

I will thoroughly purge away your impurities

and remove all your dross. 

 Cross References: Malachi 3:2; Malachi 3:3; Zechariah 13:9

26 I will restore your judges as in the beginning, 

and your counselors as at first. 

Afterward you will be called

the City of Righteousness, 

the Faithful City.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 33:7; Zechariah 8:3; Amos 9:11

27 Zion will be redeemed with justice, 

her repentant ones with righteousness. 

 Cross References: Romans 11:26; Romans 11:27; Psalm 51:14

28 But rebels and sinners together will be crushed, 

and those who forsake the Lord will perish. 

 Cross References: Psalm 1:6; Proverbs 1:31; Amos 9:10

The Shame of Idolatry

29 For you will be ashamed of the sacred oaks you desired; 

you will be embarrassed because of the gardens you chose. 

 Cross References: Hosea 4:13; Deuteronomy 12:2; Ezekiel 6:13

30 You will be like an oak with fading leaves, 

like a garden without water. 

 Cross References: Psalm 1:3; Jeremiah 17:8; James 1:11

31 The strong will become like tinder, 

and their work like a spark; 

both will burn together, 

with no one to quench the fire. 

 Cross References: Amos 2:9; Obadiah 1:18; Nahum 1:10

Key Lessons from Isaiah 1

•  Sin breaks God’s heart: Israel is pictured as rebellious children who turned against their loving Father. 

•  Empty religion is worthless: God rejects rituals without righteousness and prayers without repentance. 

•  Repentance brings forgiveness: Though sins are scarlet, God offers to wash them white as snow. 

•  True worship requires justice: Caring for the oppressed, orphan, and widow reflects God’s heart. 

•  God purges to restore: Though judgment comes, God promises to refine His people and restore righteousness. 

•  Love stronger than wrath: Even in judgment, God offers mercy and hope for redemption. 

Isaiah 2 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Lord’s Mountain and the Pride of Man” 

The Mountain of the Lord’s House

1 This is the word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: Micah 1:1; Amos 1:1; Habakkuk 1:1

2 In the last days, the mountain of the Lord’s house will be established as the highest of the mountains, lifted above the hills. All nations will flow to it. 

 Cross References: Micah 4:1; Hebrews 12:22; Zechariah 8:3

3 Many peoples will come and say, 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 

to the house of the God of Jacob. 

He will teach us His ways, 

and we will walk in His paths.” 

For the law will go out from Zion, 

and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: Micah 4:2; Luke 24:47; Psalm 110:2

4 He will judge between the nations

and settle disputes for many peoples. 

They will beat their swords into plowshares

and their spears into pruning hooks. 

Nation will not take up sword against nation, 

nor will they train for war anymore. 

 Cross References: Micah 4:3; Joel 3:10; Psalm 46:9

5 House of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Micah 4:5; John 8:12; 1 John 1:7

The Lord Rejects Pride and Idols

6 Lord, You have abandoned Your people, the house of Jacob, 

because they are filled with practices from the East

and follow fortune-tellers like the Philistines. 

They make deals with foreigners. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 18:10; Deuteronomy 18:11; 2 Kings 21:6

7 Their land is full of silver and gold; 

there is no end to their treasures. 

Their land is full of horses; 

there is no end to their chariots. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 17:16; Deuteronomy 17:17; Hosea 8:4

8 Their land is full of idols; 

they bow down to the work of their own hands, 

to what their own fingers have made. 

 Cross References: Psalm 115:4; Habakkuk 2:18; Jeremiah 10:3

9 So people will be brought low, 

and mankind humbled—

do not forgive them! 

 Cross References: Psalm 62:9; Jeremiah 5:9; Micah 6:16

The Terror of the Lord’s Day

10 Go into the rocks, 

hide in the dust

from the fear of the Lord

and the splendor of His majesty. 

 Cross References: Revelation 6:15; Revelation 6:16; Hosea 10:8

11 The proud eyes of man will be humbled, 

and human pride brought low. 

The Lord alone will be exalted in that day. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 16:18; Luke 18:14; 1 Peter 5:5

12 For the Lord Almighty has a day in store against all the proud and arrogant, 

against all who are lifted up—

and they will be brought low. 

 Cross References: Zephaniah 1:14; Zephaniah 1:15; Malachi 4:1

13 Against all the tall and lofty cedars of Lebanon, 

and all the oaks of Bashan, 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 31:3; Zechariah 11:1; Zechariah 11:2

14 against all the towering mountains, 

and all the high hills, 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 6:3; Jeremiah 49:16; Obadiah 1:3

15 against every lofty tower, 

and every fortified wall, 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 26:4; Proverbs 18:11; Deuteronomy 28:52

16 against every trading ship of Tarshish, 

and against every beautiful vessel. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 10:22; Ezekiel 27:25; Jonah 1:3

17 The arrogance of man will be brought low, 

and human pride humbled. 

The Lord alone will be exalted in that day, 

 Cross References: Philippians 2:9; Proverbs 29:23; Job 40:11

18 and the idols will totally disappear. 

 Cross References: Zechariah 13:2; Micah 5:13; Ezekiel 30:13

Men Flee from God’s Glory

19 People will flee to caves in the rocks

and to holes in the ground

from the fear of the Lord

and the splendor of His majesty, 

when He rises to shake the earth. 

 Cross References: Revelation 6:15; Hebrews 12:26; Judges 6:2

20 In that day people will throw away

their idols of silver and gold, 

which they made to worship, 

to the moles and bats. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 7:19; Habakkuk 2:19; Hosea 8:6

21 They will go into caverns in the rocks

and to the clefts in the cliffs, 

from the fear of the Lord

and the splendor of His majesty, 

when He rises to shake the earth. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 4:29; Revelation 6:16; 1 Samuel 13:6

Stop Trusting in Man

22 Stop trusting in man, 

who has only breath in his nostrils. 

Why hold him in such high esteem? 

 Cross References: Psalm 146:3; Psalm 146:4; Jeremiah 17:5

Key Lessons from Isaiah 2

•  God’s kingdom is supreme: In the last days, His house will be exalted above all nations, and people everywhere will seek His teaching. 

•  True peace comes from God: Weapons of war will be turned into tools of peace when God reigns over the nations. 

•  Idolatry leads to downfall: Trusting in wealth, power, and man-made gods only brings shame and judgment. 

•  The proud will be humbled: God’s day will bring low everything that exalts itself against Him. 

•  God alone is worthy of trust: Human strength and pride are fleeting—only the Lord deserves our confidence. 

Isaiah 3 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Judgment on Jerusalem’s Leaders and the Proud Daughters of Zion” 

God Removes Support from Judah

1 Look, the Lord, the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, is taking away from Jerusalem and Judah everything they depend on—

all supplies of bread, 

and all supplies of water. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:26; Ezekiel 4:16; Ezekiel 5:16

2 Heroes and warriors, 

judges and prophets, 

the wise and the elders, 

 Cross References: Micah 3:11; Jeremiah 18:18; Ezekiel 7:26

3 captains of fifty, 

honorable men, 

counselors, skilled craftsmen, 

and eloquent speakers. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 24:14; 2 Kings 24:16; Daniel 1:3

4 “I will make children their rulers; 

inexperienced ones will rule over them. 

 Cross References: Ecclesiastes 10:16; Hosea 13:11; 1 Kings 12:8

5 People will oppress one another—

neighbor against neighbor. 

The young will rise up against the old, 

and the dishonorable against the honorable.” 

 Cross References: Micah 7:6; Matthew 10:21; Malachi 4:6

Corruption and Rebellion Exposed

6 A man will grab his brother in his father’s house and say, 

“You have a cloak—

you be our leader; 

take charge of this ruin!” 

 Cross References: Judges 9:8; Judges 9:9; 1 Samuel 8:5

7 But on that day he will protest, 

“I cannot fix this! 

I have no food or clothing in my house. 

Don’t make me the ruler of the people!” 

 Cross References: Exodus 4:10; Judges 6:15; 1 Kings 3:7

8 Jerusalem staggers; 

Judah falls. 

Their words and actions are against the Lord, 

defying His glorious presence. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 44:8; Numbers 15:30; Psalm 78:40

9 The look on their faces testifies against them. 

They flaunt their sin like Sodom; 

they do not even try to hide it. 

Woe to them! 

They have brought disaster upon themselves. 

 Cross References: Genesis 19:5; Jeremiah 3:3; Jeremiah 6:15

10 Tell the righteous, 

“It will be well with you, 

for you will enjoy the reward of your deeds.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 128:2; Galatians 6:8; Proverbs 11:18

11 Woe to the wicked! 

Disaster is upon them. 

They will be paid back for what their hands have done. 

 Cross References: Psalm 7:15; Proverbs 1:31; Romans 6:23

12 My people are oppressed by children; 

women rule over them. 

O My people, your leaders mislead you; 

they confuse the direction of your paths. 

 Cross References: Micah 3:5; Jeremiah 23:1; Jeremiah 23:2

The Lord Judges the Leaders

13 The Lord takes His stand to argue His case; 

He rises to judge the people. 

 Cross References: Micah 6:1; Micah 6:2; Psalm 82:1

14 The Lord brings charges against the elders

and leaders of His people:

“You have ruined My vineyard. 

The plunder taken from the poor

is stored in your houses. 

 Cross References: Micah 3:1; Micah 3:2; Amos 5:11

15 What do you mean by crushing My people, 

and grinding the faces of the poor?” 

declares the Lord, the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. 

 Cross References: Amos 4:1; Amos 8:4; Proverbs 22:22

The Pride of the Daughters of Zion

16 The Lord says, 

“Because the daughters of Zion are haughty, 

walking with heads held high, 

flirting with their eyes, 

strutting with quick steps, 

tinkling their ankle jewelry, 

 Cross References: 1 Timothy 2:9; Proverbs 6:17; 1 Peter 3:3

17 the Lord will bring sores

on the heads of the daughters of Zion; 

He will expose their shame.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:27; Leviticus 13:2; 2 Chronicles 26:19

18 In that day the Lord will strip away their finery—

the jewelry that jingles on their ankles, 

headbands and crescent necklaces, 

 Cross References: 1 Peter 3:3; Genesis 24:22; Judges 8:21

19 earrings, bracelets, and veils, 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 16:11; Genesis 24:47; Song of Solomon 1:10

20 scarves, ankle chains, sashes, 

perfume bottles, and charms, 

 Cross References: Exodus 35:22; Numbers 31:50; Ezekiel 16:12

21 signet rings and nose rings, 

 Cross References: Genesis 24:47; Ezekiel 16:12; Genesis 35:4

22 fine robes and capes, 

cloaks and purses, 

 Cross References: 1 Peter 3:4; Genesis 45:22; 2 Kings 5:22

23 mirrors, linen garments, 

turbans and shawls. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 31:22; Ezekiel 16:13; Genesis 24:65

24 Instead of fragrance, there will be a stench; 

instead of a sash, a rope; 

instead of well-set hair, baldness; 

instead of fine clothes, sackcloth; 

instead of beauty, branding. 

 Cross References: Amos 8:10; Job 16:15; Joel 1:8

Jerusalem’s Desolation

25 Your men will fall by the sword, 

your warriors in battle. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 15:2; Lamentations 2:21; Deuteronomy 28:25

26 The gates of Zion will mourn and lament; 

deserted, she will sit on the ground. 

 Cross References: Lamentations 1:1; Lamentations 2:10; Jeremiah 14:2

Key Lessons from Isaiah 3

•  God removes false security: When people trust in leaders, wealth, or outward beauty instead of the Lord, He removes those supports. 

•  Corruption brings ruin: Leaders who oppress the poor and take advantage of the weak will face God’s judgment. 

•  Sin brings shame: Like Sodom, flaunted sin leads only to destruction and disgrace. 

•  True beauty comes from humility: Outward appearance fades, but pride brings dishonor. 

•  Only God sustains a nation: Bread, water, leaders, and security all come from Him—when people turn from Him, He removes them. 

Isaiah 4 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Branch of the Lord and Zion’s Cleansing” 

The Shame of Reproach Removed

1 In that day seven women will take hold of one man, saying, 

“We will eat our own food

and provide our own clothes; 

just let us be called by your name. 

Take away our disgrace.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 30:23; Luke 1:25; Ruth 1:20

The Branch of the Lord

2 In that day the Branch of the Lord will be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the land will be the pride and glory

of those in Israel who survive. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 23:5; Zechariah 3:8; Jeremiah 33:15

3 Everyone who remains in Zion

and is left in Jerusalem will be called holy—

all who are recorded among the living in Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: Daniel 12:1; Revelation 21:27; Luke 10:20

The Lord Cleanses Zion

4 The Lord will wash away the filth of the daughters of Zion

and cleanse the bloodstains of Jerusalem

from her midst

by a spirit of judgment

and a spirit of fire. 

 Cross References: Malachi 3:2; Ezekiel 36:25; Zechariah 13:1

God’s Protective Presence

5 Then the Lord will create over all of Mount Zion

and over those who gather there

a cloud of smoke by day

and a glowing fire by night; 

over everything the glory will be a covering. 

 Cross References: Exodus 13:21; Exodus 13:22; Exodus 40:38

6 It will be a shelter to give shade from the heat by day, 

a place of refuge, 

and a hiding place from storm and rain. 

 Cross References: Psalm 121:5; Psalm 121:6; Psalm 91:1

Key Lessons from Isaiah 4

•  God removes disgrace: Even in desperate times, God will take away His people’s shame and restore their honor. 

•  The Branch of the Lord is Christ: The promised Branch points to the Messiah, beautiful and glorious, the hope of the faithful remnant. 

•  Holiness is God’s mark: Those who survive and remain faithful will be called holy, set apart by the Lord Himself. 

•  God cleanses by fire and judgment: His purification removes sin and guilt, making His people clean. 

•  God’s presence protects His people: Just as He guided Israel in the wilderness, His glory will be their shelter, shade, and refuge. 

Isaiah 5 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Song of the Vineyard and Woes of Judgment” 

The Song of the Vineyard

1 Now I will sing for the One I love, 

a song about His vineyard. 

My beloved had a vineyard

on a fertile hillside. 

 Cross References: Matthew 21:33; Psalm 80:8; Psalm 80:9

2 He dug it up and cleared it of stones, 

planted it with the best vines, 

built a watchtower in it, 

and cut out a winepress as well. 

He expected it to yield good grapes, 

but it produced only wild, bitter ones. 

 Cross References: Matthew 21:34; Jeremiah 2:21; Mark 12:1

3 “Now, you people of Jerusalem and Judah, 

judge between Me and My vineyard. 

 Cross References: Micah 6:1; Micah 6:2; Jeremiah 2:5

4 What more could I have done for My vineyard

that I have not already done? 

When I looked for good grapes, 

why did it yield only bad ones? 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 2:21; Micah 6:3; Jeremiah 8:19

5 Now I will tell you what I will do to My vineyard:

I will remove its hedge, and it will be destroyed; 

I will break down its wall, and it will be trampled. 

 Cross References: Psalm 80:12; Psalm 80:13; Nehemiah 1:3

6 I will make it a wasteland. 

It will not be pruned or cultivated, 

and briers and thorns will grow there. 

I will command the clouds

not to rain on it.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:23; Deuteronomy 28:24; Amos 4:7

7 For the vineyard of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies

is the house of Israel, 

and the people of Judah are His pleasant planting. 

He looked for justice, but found only oppression; 

for righteousness, but heard cries of distress. 

 Cross References: John 15:1; Jeremiah 2:21; Micah 6:8

Woes Against Greed and Pleasure

8 Woe to those who add house to house

and join field to field

until there is no room left, 

and you live alone in the land. 

 Cross References: Micah 2:2; 1 Kings 21:19; Habakkuk 2:9

9 The Lord Almighty has declared in My hearing:

“Surely many houses will be ruined, 

large and beautiful houses left empty. 

 Cross References: Amos 5:11; Zephaniah 1:13; Micah 6:16

10 Ten acres of vineyard will yield only a few gallons of wine, and a large amount of seed will yield only a small measure of grain.” 

 Cross References: Haggai 1:6; Leviticus 26:20; Deuteronomy 28:38

11 Woe to those who rise early in the morning

to chase after strong drink, 

who stay up late at night

inflamed with wine. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 23:29; Proverbs 23:30; Amos 6:6

12 They have harps and lyres, 

tambourines, flutes, and wine at their feasts, 

but they pay no attention to the Lord’s work, 

and they do not see what His hands have done. 

 Cross References: Amos 6:5; Amos 6:6; Psalm 28:5

13 Therefore My people will go into exile

for lack of knowledge. 

Their nobles will die of hunger, 

and the masses will be parched with thirst. 

 Cross References: Hosea 4:6; Hosea 4:1; Jeremiah 4:22

14 Therefore the grave has enlarged its appetite

and opened its mouth wide. 

Into it will descend their nobles, 

their multitudes, 

their noisy revelers, 

and all who celebrate with joy. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 27:20; Habakkuk 2:5; Numbers 16:30

15 People will be brought low, 

everyone humbled; 

the eyes of the arrogant brought down. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 16:18; 1 Peter 5:5; 1 Peter 5:6

16 But the Lord Almighty will be exalted by His justice, 

and the Holy God will show Himself holy

by His righteousness. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 10:3; Ezekiel 38:23; Psalm 99:4

17 Then sheep will graze as in their own pasture; 

lambs will feed among the ruins of the rich. 

 Cross References: Zephaniah 2:6; Micah 7:14; Ezekiel 34:14

Woes Against Sin and Arrogance

18 Woe to those who drag their sins along with cords of deceit, who pull wickedness with ropes like a cart. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 5:22; Jeremiah 5:25; Hosea 11:4

19 They mock, saying, 

“Let God hurry and do His work

so we can see it! 

Let the plan of the Holy One of Israel come true, 

so we may know it!” 

 Cross References: 2 Peter 3:3; 2 Peter 3:4; Jeremiah 17:15

20 Woe to those who call evil good

and good evil, 

who put darkness for light

and light for darkness, 

who put bitter for sweet

and sweet for bitter. 

 Cross References: Malachi 2:17; Proverbs 17:15; Micah 3:2

21 Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes

and clever in their own sight. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 3:7; Proverbs 26:12; Romans 12:16

22 Woe to those who are heroes at drinking wine, 

and champions at mixing drinks, 

 Cross References: Proverbs 20:1; Proverbs 23:20; Proverbs 23:21

23 who acquit the guilty for a bribe, 

but deny justice to the innocent. 

 Cross References: Exodus 23:8; Proverbs 17:15; Micah 3:11

God’s Anger Against His People

24 Therefore, as fire devours stubble

and flames consume dry grass, 

so their roots will rot

and their blossoms will blow away like dust; 

for they have rejected the law of the Lord Almighty

and despised the word of the Holy One of Israel. 

 Cross References: Malachi 4:1; Matthew 3:12; Amos 2:4

25 Therefore the Lord’s anger burns against His people; He has raised His hand against them and struck them down. 

The mountains shake, 

and dead bodies lie like refuse in the streets. 

Yet for all this, His anger is not turned away; 

His hand is still raised to strike. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 29:24; Deuteronomy 29:25; Amos 4:10

The Army of Judgment

26 He lifts up a banner for the nations far away; 

He whistles for them from the ends of the earth. 

They come swiftly and speedily. 

 Cross References: Habakkuk 1:6; Deuteronomy 28:49; Jeremiah 5:15

27 Not one of them grows tired or stumbles; 

no one slumbers or sleeps. 

Their belts are tight, 

their sandals strapped on. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:49; Deuteronomy 28:50; Joel 2:7

28 Their arrows are sharp, 

all their bows strung. 

Their horses’ hooves are like flint; 

their chariot wheels like a whirlwind. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 5:16; Habakkuk 1:8; Habakkuk 1:9

29 Their roar is like that of a lion; 

they roar like young lions. 

They growl and seize their prey; 

they carry it off with no one to rescue. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 5:6; 1 Peter 5:8; Amos 3:4

30 In that day they will roar over them

like the roaring of the sea. 

And if one looks across the land, 

there is only darkness and distress; 

even the light will be darkened by clouds. 

 Cross References: Amos 5:18; Amos 5:20; Joel 2:2

Key Lessons from Isaiah 5

•  God expects fruit from His people: Like a vineyard, Israel was planted and cared for, but it produced wild grapes of sin instead of righteousness. 

•  Greed destroys communities: Hoarding land and wealth leads to desolation and ruin. 

•  Pleasure without God blinds the soul: Wine, music, and feasting are empty when people ignore the Lord’s work. 

•  Woe to those who redefine morality: Calling evil good and good evil brings certain judgment. 

•  God’s holiness will prevail: The proud will be humbled, but God will be exalted in justice and righteousness. 

•  Judgment comes swiftly: When God calls distant nations as instruments of His anger, nothing can stop them. 

Isaiah 6 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Isaiah’s Vision and Commission” 

Isaiah’s Vision of the Lord

1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of His robe filled the temple. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 26:23; John 12:41; Revelation 4:2

2 Above Him stood the seraphim, each with six wings:

with two they covered their faces, 

with two they covered their feet, 

and with two they flew. 

 Cross References: Revelation 4:8; Ezekiel 1:11; Exodus 25:20

3 And they called to one another:

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Heaven’s Armies; 

the whole earth is filled with His glory.” 

 Cross References: Revelation 4:8; Habakkuk 2:14; Psalm 72:19

4 The foundations of the thresholds shook at the sound of their voices, and the temple was filled with smoke. 

 Cross References: Exodus 19:18; Revelation 15:8; Acts 4:31

Isaiah’s Cleansing

5 Then I cried, 

“Woe is me! I am ruined! 

For I am a man of unclean lips, 

and I live among a people of unclean lips, 

and my eyes have seen the King, 

the Lord of Heaven’s Armies.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 33:20; Job 42:6; Luke 5:8

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me

with a live coal in his hand, 

which he had taken with tongs from the altar. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 1:9; Revelation 8:5; Leviticus 16:12

7 He touched my mouth with it and said, 

“See, this has touched your lips; 

your guilt is taken away, 

and your sin atoned for.” 

 Cross References: 1 John 1:9; Zechariah 3:4; Psalm 51:2

Isaiah’s Call

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 

“Whom shall I send? 

Who will go for us?” 

And I said, 

“Here am I. Send me!” 

 Cross References: Exodus 3:11; Acts 9:15; Romans 10:15

9 He said, 

“Go and tell this people:

‘Keep listening, but do not understand; 

keep looking, but do not perceive.’

 Cross References: Matthew 13:14; Mark 4:12; John 12:40

10 Make the hearts of this people dull, 

make their ears heavy, 

and shut their eyes; 

otherwise they might see with their eyes, 

hear with their ears, 

understand with their hearts, 

turn and be healed.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 13:15; Acts 28:27; John 9:39

The Length of Judgment

11 Then I asked, “Lord, how long?” 

And He answered, 

“Until the cities lie ruined and without inhabitant, 

until the houses are deserted

and the land is completely desolate, 

 Cross References: Psalm 13:1; Revelation 6:10; Habakkuk 1:2

12 until the Lord has sent everyone far away, and the land is utterly forsaken. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:21; Deuteronomy 28:64; Leviticus 26:33

13 Yet a tenth will remain in it, 

but it will be burned again, 

like a terebinth or an oak tree

whose stump remains when it is cut down. 

So the holy seed will be the stump in the land.” 

 Cross References: Romans 11:5; Isaiah 10:22; Ezra 9:8

Key Lessons from Isaiah 6

•  God’s holiness is overwhelming: Isaiah saw the Lord’s glory and realized his own unworthiness. 

•  Sin must be cleansed before service: God purified Isaiah’s lips, showing that forgiveness is necessary before ministry. 

•  God calls and commissions His servants: Isaiah responded with willingness—“Here am I, send me.” 

•  Judgment follows rejection: Israel’s hearts were hardened because they refused to listen and obey. 

•  A faithful remnant remains: Even in judgment, God preserves a “holy seed,” a promise of hope and restoration. 

Isaiah 7 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Prophecy of Immanuel” 

The Threat Against Judah

1 During the days of Ahaz son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, Rezin king of Aram (Syria) and Pekah son of Remaliah, king of Israel, marched up to Jerusalem to fight against it, but they could not overpower it. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 16:5; 2 Chronicles 28:5; 2 Kings 15:37

2 When the house of David was told, “Aram has joined forces with Ephraim,” the heart of Ahaz and the hearts of his people trembled like trees shaking in the wind. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 16:5; Judges 9:15; Psalm 46:2

God’s Word to Ahaz

3 Then the Lord said to Isaiah, “Go out to meet Ahaz, you and your son Shear-jashub, at the end of the aqueduct of the upper pool, on the road to the Washer’s Field. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 18:17; Isaiah 10:21; Isaiah 36:2

4 Tell him, ‘Be careful, stay calm, and do not be afraid. Do not lose heart because of the fierce anger of Rezin and Aram and the son of Remaliah. They are nothing but two smoldering stumps of firewood. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 19:6; Isaiah 41:10; Amos 4:11

5 Aram, Ephraim, and Remaliah’s son have plotted against you, saying, Cross References: 2 Kings 16:5; Psalm 83:5; 2 Chronicles 28:6

6 “Let us attack Judah, tear it apart, and divide it among ourselves. We will install the son of Tabeal as king.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 2:2; 2 Kings 15:37; Hosea 5:13

7 But this is what the Sovereign Lord says:

“It will not happen; it will not take place. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 19:21; Isaiah 8:10; Numbers 23:19

8 For the head of Aram is Damascus, and the head of Damascus is Rezin. Within sixty-five years Ephraim will be shattered as a people. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 17:6; Amos 1:5; Ezra 4:2

9 The head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is Remaliah’s son. If you do not stand firm in faith, you will not stand at all.”’” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 20:20; Hebrews 11:6; 2 Kings 17:6

The Sign of Immanuel

10 The Lord spoke again to Ahaz, 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 20:8; Judges 6:36; Matthew 12:38

11 “Ask the Lord your God for a sign, whether in the deepest depths or in the highest heights.” 

 Cross References: Judges 6:37; 2 Kings 20:9; John 20:25

12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not test the Lord.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 6:16; Matthew 4:7; 2 Kings 16:7

13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, house of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of men? Will you also try the patience of my God? 

 Cross References: Numbers 16:9; Malachi 2:17; 2 Kings 16:10

14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign:

The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, 

and will call him Immanuel (which means, ‘God with us’). 

 Cross References: Matthew 1:23; Luke 1:31; Micah 5:2

15 By the time he knows enough to reject wrong and choose right, he will be eating curds and honey. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 8:4; 2 Kings 16:9; 2 Kings 15:29

16 For before the boy knows to reject the wrong and choose the right, the land of the two kings you dread will be laid waste. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 16:9; 2 Chronicles 28:20; Isaiah 8:4

Coming Judgment by Assyria

17 The Lord will bring upon you, your people, and your father’s house a time unlike any since Ephraim broke away from Judah—He will bring the king of Assyria.” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 16:7; 2 Chronicles 28:20; Isaiah 8:7

18 In that day the Lord will whistle for the fly from Egypt’s distant streams and for the bee from the land of Assyria. 

 Cross References: Hosea 11:11; Isaiah 5:26; Deuteronomy 28:49

19 They will come and settle in steep ravines, in rocky crevices, among thornbushes, and in all the watering holes. 

 Cross References: Judges 6:2; Isaiah 2:19; Revelation 6:15

20 In that day the Lord will use a razor hired from beyond the Euphrates—the king of Assyria—to shave your head and private parts, and to cut off your beard also. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 16:7; Ezekiel 29:18; Isaiah 10:5

The Land Laid Waste

21 In that day a man will keep alive a young cow and two goats. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 7:15; 2 Samuel 17:29; Judges 6:4

22 And because of the abundance of milk they give, he will have curds to eat. All who remain in the land will eat curds and honey. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 7:15; Deuteronomy 32:14; 2 Samuel 17:29

23 In that day, in every place where there used to be a thousand vines worth a thousand silver pieces, there will be only briers and thorns. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 5:6; Isaiah 32:13; Hosea 2:12

24 Men will go there with bows and arrows, 

for the land will be covered with briers and thorns. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 5:6; Genesis 3:18; Hosea 10:8

25 As for the hills once cultivated with a hoe, you will no longer go there for fear of the briers and thorns. They will become places where cattle are turned loose and sheep trample. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 5:6; Isaiah 27:4; Micah 7:14

Key Lessons from Isaiah 7

•  Fear weakens faith: Ahaz trembled at the threat of men, but God reminded him to stand firm in faith or he would fall. 

•  God is sovereign over nations: Plans against God’s people cannot stand when He has decreed otherwise. 

•  God offers signs of hope: The virgin birth prophecy points forward to Christ, Immanuel—God with us. 

•  Rejection brings judgment: Ahaz refused God’s invitation, and so God promised the coming of Assyria as a tool of judgment. 

•  Blessing for the faithful remnant: Even in a desolate land, God would preserve a people who would live on His provision. 

Isaiah 8 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Sign of Maher-shalal-hash-baz and the Coming Assyrian Flood” 

The Birth of a Prophetic Sign

1 The Lord said to me, “Take a large scroll and write on it clearly:  Maher-shalal-hash-baz (‘Quick to the plunder, swift to the spoil’). 

 Cross References: Habakkuk 2:2; Isaiah 8:3; Deuteronomy 19:15

2 So I called in trustworthy witnesses—Uriah the priest and Zechariah son of Jeberechiah—to confirm the record. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 17:6; Isaiah 8:16; Nehemiah 9:38

3 Then I went to the prophetess, and she conceived and gave birth to a son. The Lord said to me, 

“Name him Maher-shalal-hash-baz. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 7:14; Isaiah 8:4; Luke 1:31

4 For before the boy knows how to say, ‘My father’ or ‘My mother,’ the wealth of Damascus and the plunder of Samaria will be carried off by the king of Assyria.” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 16:9; 2 Kings 17:6; Isaiah 7:16

Assyria, the Flooding River

5 The Lord spoke to me again, saying, 

 Cross References: Isaiah 8:6; Jeremiah 2:13; Isaiah 30:1

6 “Because this people has rejected the gentle waters of Shiloah and rejoices in Rezin and Remaliah’s son, 

 Cross References: John 9:7; Jeremiah 2:18; Nehemiah 3:15

7 the Lord will bring against them the mighty floodwaters of the Euphrates—the king of Assyria with all his power. It will overflow its channels and run over all its banks. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 16:7; Isaiah 17:12; Jeremiah 46:8

8 It will sweep into Judah, overflowing and passing through. It will reach up to the neck; its outspread wings will cover the breadth of your land, O Immanuel.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23; Isaiah 30:28

God Is With Us

9 “Raise your battle cry, you nations, and be shattered! 

Listen, all you distant lands. 

Prepare for battle—but you will be broken. 

Prepare for battle—but you will be broken. 

 Cross References: Psalm 2:1; Psalm 33:10; Proverbs 21:30

10 Devise your plans, but they will fail; 

make your agreements, but they will not stand, 

for God is with us.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 1:23; Romans 8:31; Proverbs 19:21

A Call to Fear the Lord Alone

11 The Lord spoke to me with a strong hand and warned me not to follow the way of this people. He said, 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 15:19; Ezekiel 3:8; Numbers 14:9

12 “Do not call conspiracy everything that these people call conspiracy. 

Do not fear what they fear, and do not be terrified. 

 Cross References: 1 Peter 3:14; Numbers 14:9; Jeremiah 1:8

13 But honor the Lord Almighty as holy. 

He is the One you are to fear; 

He is the One you are to dread. 

 Cross References: 1 Peter 3:15; Matthew 10:28; Psalm 34:9

14 He will be a sanctuary; 

but for both houses of Israel He will be a stone that makes men stumble and a rock that makes them fall. 

For the people of Jerusalem He will be a trap and a snare. 

 Cross References: Romans 9:33; 1 Peter 2:8; Luke 2:34

15 Many of them will stumble; 

they will fall and be broken; 

they will be snared and captured.” 

 Cross References: Luke 2:34; Matthew 21:44; 1 Peter 2:8

Waiting on the Lord

16 Bind up the testimony

and seal the teaching among my disciples. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 8:20; Daniel 12:4; Deuteronomy 6:9

17 I will wait for the Lord, 

who is hiding His face from the house of Jacob. 

I will put my trust in Him. 

 Cross References: Habakkuk 2:3; Micah 7:7; Psalm 27:14

18 Here am I, and the children the Lord has given me. 

We are signs and symbols in Israel from the Lord Almighty, 

who dwells on Mount Zion. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 2:13; Isaiah 7:3; Isaiah 20:3

Rejecting False Guidance

19 When men tell you to consult mediums and spiritists, 

who whisper and mutter, 

should not a people ask their God for guidance? 

Why consult the dead on behalf of the living? 

 Cross References: Leviticus 19:31; Deuteronomy 18:11; 1 Samuel 28:7

20 Look to God’s law and testimony! 

If they do not speak according to this word, 

there is no light in them. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 13:3; Acts 17:11; 2 Timothy 3:16

21 Distressed and hungry, 

they will roam through the land. 

When they are famished, 

they will become enraged

and look upward, cursing their king and their God. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:53; Revelation 16:10; Isaiah 5:30

22 Then they will look toward the earth

and see only distress and darkness, 

fearful gloom, 

and they will be driven into deep darkness. 

 Cross References: Revelation 16:11; Deuteronomy 28:29; Zephaniah 1:15

Key Lessons from Isaiah 8

•  God gives clear signs: The birth of Isaiah’s son symbolized the swift judgment coming through Assyria. 

•  Rejecting God’s peace brings destruction: Those who reject the gentle streams of God’s provision will be overwhelmed by the flood of His judgment. 

•  God is our refuge: Nations may plot, but their plans fail because  Immanuel—God with us—

stands with His people. 

•  Fear the Lord, not man: God’s people must not be driven by conspiracies or fear of men, but must honor Him alone. 

•  Christ the Rock: To some He is a sanctuary, but to others a stumbling stone of offense. 

•  Seek God, not the occult: Consulting the dead or spiritists shows darkness, while God’s Word gives true light. 

•  Without God, only despair remains: Turning from Him leads to anger, hopelessness, and darkness. 

Isaiah 9 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Great Light and the Prince of Peace” 

Light in the Darkness

1 Nevertheless, the gloom will not be as great as it was in the past, when the Lord humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali. In the future He will honor Galilee of the nations, the land along the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan. 

 Cross References: Matthew 4:15; 2 Kings 15:29; Matthew 4:13

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of the shadow of death, 

a light has dawned. 

 Cross References: Matthew 4:16; Luke 1:79; John 8:12

3 You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; 

they rejoice before You

as people rejoice at harvest time, 

as warriors rejoice when dividing plunder. 

 Cross References: Psalm 126:5; Psalm 4:7; Luke 1:14

4 For You have broken the yoke of their burden, 

the bar across their shoulders, 

the rod of their oppressor—

just as You did in the day of Midian’s defeat. 

 Cross References: Judges 7:22; Isaiah 10:27; Judges 6:1

5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle

and every garment rolled in blood

will be destined for burning, 

fuel for the fire. 

 Cross References: Judges 7:22; Nahum 2:3; Ezekiel 39:9

The Coming King

6 For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given; 

and the government will rest on His shoulders. 

And He will be called:

Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace. 

 Cross References: Luke 2:11; Luke 1:32; John 14:27

7 Of the greatness of His government and peace

there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne

and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it

with justice and righteousness

from that time on and forever. 

The zeal of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies

will accomplish this. 

 Cross References: Luke 1:33; 2 Samuel 7:13; Daniel 7:14

Judgment Against Arrogance

8 The Lord has sent a message against Jacob; 

it will fall on Israel. 

 Cross References: Amos 6:1; Hosea 5:5; Proverbs 16:18

9 All the people will know it—

Ephraim and the inhabitants of Samaria—

who say with pride and arrogance of heart:

 Cross References: Proverbs 16:18; Hosea 7:10; Obadiah 1:3

10 “The bricks have fallen down, 

but we will rebuild with dressed stone; 

the sycamore trees have been cut down, 

but we will replace them with cedars.” 

 Cross References: Amos 5:11; Job 40:12; Isaiah 2:12

11 But the Lord will strengthen Rezin’s foes against them

and join their enemies together. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 28:18; 2 Kings 16:6; Judges 2:14

12 Arameans from the east and Philistines from the west

will devour Israel with open mouth. 

Yet for all this, His anger is not turned away; 

His hand is still stretched out. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 28:18; Isaiah 9:21; Judges 10:9

Corrupt Leaders and Blind People

13 But the people have not returned to Him who struck them, 

nor have they sought the Lord Almighty. 

 Cross References: Amos 4:6; Hosea 7:10; Jeremiah 5:3

14 So the Lord will cut off from Israel both head and tail, 

both palm branch and reed, in a single day. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:44; Isaiah 9:15; Amos 2:14

15 The elders and honored men are the head, 

the prophets who teach lies are the tail. 

 Cross References: Micah 3:11; Jeremiah 5:31; Jeremiah 14:14

16 Those who guide this people mislead them, 

and those who are guided are destroyed. 

 Cross References: Matthew 15:14; Jeremiah 23:1; Micah 3:5

17 Therefore the Lord takes no pleasure in the young men, 

nor does He show compassion

to the fatherless and widows; 

for everyone is ungodly and wicked, 

every mouth speaks folly. 

Yet for all this, His anger is not turned away; 

His hand is still stretched out. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 9:6; Job 8:13; Jeremiah 23:11

Wickedness Consumes the Land

18 Surely wickedness burns like a fire; 

it consumes briers and thorns, 

it sets the forest thickets ablaze, 

so that it rolls upward in a column of smoke. 

 Cross References: Malachi 4:1; Isaiah 10:17; Jeremiah 21:14

19 By the wrath of the Lord Almighty

the land will be scorched, 

and the people will be fuel for the fire; 

they will not spare one another. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 15:2; Micah 7:2; Zephaniah 1:18

20 On the right they will devour, but still be hungry; 

on the left they will eat, but not be satisfied. 

Each will feed on the flesh of their own offspring. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:29; Ezekiel 5:10; Lamentations 4:10

21 Manasseh will attack Ephraim, 

and Ephraim will attack Manasseh; 

together they will turn against Judah. 

Yet for all this, His anger is not turned away; 

His hand is still stretched out. 

 Cross References: Galatians 5:15; Isaiah 9:12; Isaiah 9:17

Key Lessons from Isaiah 9

•  Christ is the promised Light: Jesus, born in Galilee, fulfills the prophecy of light shining in darkness. 

•  God’s Son is the Prince of Peace: The titles given—Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace—point directly to the Messiah’s eternal reign. 

•  Pride brings destruction: Israel arrogantly said they would rebuild stronger without God, but their enemies were raised against them. 

•  False leaders ruin nations: Dishonest prophets and corrupt rulers misled the people, leading them into judgment. 

•  Sin devours like fire: Wickedness spreads and consumes, leaving people empty, divided, and destroyed. 

•  God’s hand of judgment continues until repentance: His stretched-out hand shows both His justice and His patience, calling His people to turn back. 

Isaiah 10 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Woe to Oppressors, Judgment on Assyria, and the Remnant of Israel” 

Woe to Oppressive Leaders

1 Woe to those who make unjust laws, 

to those who write oppressive decrees, 

 Cross References: Amos 2:6; Exodus 23:6; Micah 2:1

2 to deprive the poor of their rights

and rob My people of justice, 

to make widows their prey

and plunder the fatherless! 

 Cross References: Micah 2:2; Psalm 94:6; James 5:4

3 What will you do on the day of judgment, 

when disaster comes from afar? 

To whom will you run for help? 

Where will you leave your wealth? 

 Cross References: Hosea 9:7; Luke 19:44; Jeremiah 5:31

4 Nothing remains but to bow among the captives

or fall among the slain. 

Yet for all this, His anger is not turned away; 

His hand is still stretched out. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 9:12; Isaiah 5:25; 2 Kings 17:6

Assyria: The Rod of God’s Anger

5 “Woe to the Assyrian, the rod of My anger, 

in whose hand is the club of My wrath! 

 Cross References: Isaiah 10:15; Habakkuk 1:6; Jeremiah 51:20

6 I send him against a godless nation; 

I dispatch him against a people who have provoked My wrath, 

to seize loot, take plunder, 

and trample them down like mud in the streets. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 5:25; Micah 7:10; 2 Kings 17:7

7 But this is not what he intends; 

this is not what he has in mind. 

His purpose is to destroy, 

to put an end to many nations. 

 Cross References: Genesis 50:20; Habakkuk 1:7; Acts 2:23

8 He says:

‘Are not my commanders all kings? 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 18:33; Isaiah 36:18; Isaiah 37:12

9 Has not Calno fared like Carchemish? 

Is not Hamath like Arpad, 

and Samaria like Damascus? 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:13; 2 Kings 19:12; Isaiah 36:19

10 As my hand seized the kingdoms of the idols, kingdoms whose carved images were greater than those of Jerusalem and Samaria—

 Cross References: 2 Kings 18:34; Isaiah 37:23; Isaiah 36:19

11 shall I not deal with Jerusalem and her idols

as I dealt with Samaria and her idols?’” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 36:20; Isaiah 37:23; 2 Kings 18:35

The Pride of Assyria Punished

12 When the Lord has finished all His work against Mount Zion and Jerusalem, He will punish the king of Assyria for the fruit of his arrogant heart and the pride of his haughty eyes. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:36; 2 Kings 19:35; Isaiah 14:25

13 For he says:

“By the strength of my hand I have done this, 

and by my wisdom, because I have understanding. 

I removed the boundaries of nations, 

I plundered their treasures; 

like a mighty one I subdued their kings. 

 Cross References: Daniel 4:30; Deuteronomy 8:17; Habakkuk 1:16

14 As one reaches into a nest, 

so my hand reached for the wealth of nations. 

As people gather abandoned eggs, 

so I gathered the whole earth; 

no one flapped a wing, 

opened a mouth, or chirped.” 

 Cross References: Habakkuk 1:15; Deuteronomy 8:17; Ezekiel 29:3

15 Does the axe raise itself above the one who swings it, 

or the saw boast against the one who uses it? 

As if a rod could wield the one who lifts it up, 

or a club could raise the one who is not wood! 

 Cross References: Romans 9:20; Isaiah 29:16; Isaiah 45:9

16 Therefore the Lord, the Lord of Hosts, 

will send a wasting disease among his strong warriors; 

under his pomp a fire will be kindled, 

like a blazing flame. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 19:35; Isaiah 37:36; Malachi 4:1

17 The Light of Israel will become a fire, 

their Holy One a flame; 

in a single day it will burn and consume

his thorns and his briers. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:36; 2 Kings 19:35; Zechariah 12:6

18 The splendor of his forests and fertile fields

it will completely destroy, 

both soul and body, 

as when a sick man wastes away. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:36; 2 Kings 19:35; Nahum 1:14

19 And the trees left standing in his forest

will be so few that a child could count them. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 6:13; 2 Kings 19:35; Nahum 2:13

The Remnant of Israel

20 In that day the remnant of Israel, 

the survivors of Jacob, 

will no longer depend on him who struck them down

but will truly rely on the Lord, 

the Holy One of Israel. 

 Cross References: Micah 4:7; Zephaniah 3:12; Romans 9:27

21 A remnant will return, 

a remnant of Jacob will return to the Mighty God. 

 Cross References: Romans 9:27; Isaiah 7:3; Isaiah 11:11

22 Though your people, Israel, 

be as numerous as the sand on the seashore, 

only a remnant will return. 

Destruction has been decreed, 

overwhelming and righteous. 

 Cross References: Romans 9:27; Genesis 22:17; Hosea 1:10

23 The Lord, the Lord of Hosts, 

will carry out the destruction decreed

upon the whole land. 

 Cross References: Romans 9:28; Daniel 9:27; Isaiah 28:22

Do Not Fear the Assyrian

24 Therefore, this is what the Lord, the Lord of Hosts, says:

“My people who live in Zion, do not be afraid of the Assyrian, who strikes you with a rod

and lifts up a club against you, as Egypt did. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:13; 2 Kings 19:6; Isaiah 37:6

25 Very soon My anger against you will end, 

and My wrath will be directed to their destruction.” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 19:7; Isaiah 37:7; Nahum 1:9

26 The Lord Almighty will lash them with a whip, 

as when He struck Midian at the rock of Oreb; 

and He will raise His staff over the waters, 

as He did in Egypt. 

 Cross References: Judges 7:25; Exodus 14:27; Isaiah 9:4

27 In that day their burden will be lifted from your shoulders, their yoke from your neck; 

the yoke will be broken because of the anointing. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 14:25; Nahum 1:13; Jeremiah 30:8

The Enemy Approaches Jerusalem

28 They enter Aiath, pass through Migron; 

they store their supplies at Michmash. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 11:31; 1 Samuel 13:5; 1 Samuel 14:31

29 They cross the pass and say, 

“We will camp at Geba for the night.” 

Ramah trembles; 

Gibeah of Saul flees. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 22:6; Joshua 18:24; 1 Samuel 10:26

30 Cry out, Daughter of Gallim! 

Listen, Laishah! 

Poor Anathoth! 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 25:44; Joshua 15:44; Jeremiah 1:1

31 Madmenah is in flight; 

the people of Gebim take cover. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 6:1; Nehemiah 11:34; Joshua 18:21

32 This very day he will halt at Nob; 

he will shake his fist

at the mountain of Daughter Zion, 

at the hill of Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 5:7; Nehemiah 11:32; Joshua 18:25

The Lord Humbles the Proud

33 See, the Lord, the Lord of Hosts, 

will lop off the boughs with great power. 

The tall trees will be cut down, 

the lofty will be brought low. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 2:12; Isaiah 37:24; Ezekiel 31:3

34 He will cut down the forest thickets with an axe; 

Lebanon will fall before the Mighty One. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 37:24; Ezekiel 31:12; Daniel 4:14

Key Lessons from Isaiah 10

•  God opposes unjust rulers: Leaders who write laws that oppress the poor, widows, and fatherless invite His judgment. 

•  God uses nations as His tools: Assyria was the rod of God’s anger, but its pride made it liable for judgment. 

•  Pride leads to downfall: Assyria boasted of its power, forgetting it was only an axe in God’s hand. 

•  God preserves a remnant: Even when judgment sweeps across the land, a faithful remnant will return and trust in the Lord. 

•  God comforts His people: He tells Zion not to fear Assyria, because His anger against His people will end, and His wrath will turn against their enemies. 

•  The mighty are humbled by the Mighty One: Human power and pride cannot stand when the Lord lifts His hand. 

Isaiah 11 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Branch from Jesse and the Peaceable Kingdom” 

The Righteous Branch

1 Out of the stump of Jesse will come a shoot; 

from his roots a Branch will grow and bear fruit. 

 Cross References: Romans 15:12; Revelation 5:5; Jeremiah 23:5

2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him—

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the Spirit of counsel and might, 

the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Luke 4:18; John 3:34; Isaiah 61:1

3 He will delight in the fear of the Lord. 

He will not judge by what His eyes see, 

nor make decisions by what His ears hear. 

 Cross References: John 5:30; Hebrews 5:8; 1 Samuel 16:7

4 But with righteousness He will judge the poor, 

and with fairness He will give justice to the meek of the earth. 

He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, 

and with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked. 

 Cross References: Psalm 72:2; 2 Thessalonians 2:8; Revelation 19:15

5 Righteousness will be His belt, 

and faithfulness the sash around His waist. 

 Cross References: Ephesians 6:14; Isaiah 59:17; Revelation 19:11

The Peaceable Kingdom

6 The wolf will live with the lamb, 

the leopard will lie down with the goat, 

the calf, the lion, and the yearling will be together, 

and a little child will lead them. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 65:25; Hosea 2:18; Romans 8:21

7 The cow and the bear will feed together; 

their young will lie down together. 

The lion will eat straw like the ox. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 65:25; Genesis 1:30; Job 5:23

8 Infants will play near the hole of the cobra, 

and young children will put their hands into the viper’s nest. 

 Cross References: Psalm 91:13; Mark 16:18; Luke 10:19

9 They will neither harm nor destroy

on all My holy mountain, 

for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord

as the waters cover the sea. 

 Cross References: Habakkuk 2:14; Numbers 14:21; Psalm 72:19

The Reign of the Root of Jesse

10 In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to Him, 

and His resting place will be glorious. 

 Cross References: Romans 15:12; Revelation 5:5; John 12:32

11 In that day the Lord will reach out His hand a second time to bring back the remnant of His people

from Assyria, Egypt, Pathros, Cush, Elam, Shinar, Hamath, 

and from the islands of the sea. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 10:21; Jeremiah 23:3; Ezekiel 37:21

12 He will raise a banner for the nations

and gather the exiles of Israel; 

He will assemble the scattered of Judah

from the four corners of the earth. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 49:22; John 11:52; Jeremiah 31:10

13 Ephraim’s jealousy will vanish, 

and Judah’s enemies will be cut off. 

Ephraim will not envy Judah, 

and Judah will not oppress Ephraim. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 37:19; Hosea 1:11; Jeremiah 3:18

14 Together they will swoop down on the Philistines to the west; they will plunder the people of the east. 

They will lay hands on Edom and Moab, 

and the Ammonites will be subject to them. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 26:6; Zephaniah 2:5; Obadiah 1:19

15 The Lord will dry up the gulf of the Egyptian sea; 

with His mighty wind He will strike the River into seven streams so that men can cross over in sandals. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:21; Zechariah 10:11; Revelation 16:12

16 There will be a highway for the remnant of His people

who are left from Assyria—

just as there was for Israel

when they came up from the land of Egypt. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 35:8; Exodus 14:29; Isaiah 51:10

Key Lessons from Isaiah 11

•  Christ is the Branch from Jesse: This prophecy points to Jesus, filled with the Spirit of the Lord in wisdom, power, and holiness. 

•  True justice comes from God’s King: He will judge righteously, defend the poor, and overthrow the wicked with the breath of His mouth. 

•  God’s kingdom brings peace: In the Messiah’s reign, even natural enemies live in harmony, symbolizing a world of perfect peace and safety. 

•  The nations will seek Christ: The Root of Jesse is not only for Israel but also for Gentiles, bringing salvation to all. 

•  God gathers His people: The Lord promises to bring back a faithful remnant from every nation. 

•  Unity replaces rivalry: Ephraim and Judah, once divided, will be reconciled under God’s rule. 

•  God makes a way for His people: Just as He parted the Red Sea, He will prepare a highway for His people’s return. 

Isaiah 12 – Crawford Standard Bible

“A Song of Salvation” 

God’s Anger Turned to Comfort

1 In that day you will say:

“O Lord, I will praise You. 

Though You were angry with me, 

Your anger has turned away, 

and You have comforted me.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 30:5; Micah 7:18; Hosea 14:4

God, My Salvation

2 Surely God is my salvation; 

I will trust and not be afraid. 

For the Lord, the Lord Himself, is my strength and my song; 

He has become my salvation. 

 Cross References: Exodus 15:2; Psalm 118:14; Psalm 27:1

3 With joy you will draw water

from the wells of salvation. 

 Cross References: John 4:14; John 7:38; Psalm 36:9

Proclaim His Name

4 In that day you will say:

“Give thanks to the Lord, call on His name; 

make known His deeds among the nations; 

proclaim that His name is exalted. 

 Cross References: Psalm 105:1; 1 Chronicles 16:8; Psalm 148:13

5 Sing to the Lord, for He has done glorious things; 

let this be known to all the earth. 

 Cross References: Psalm 98:1; Exodus 15:21; Psalm 96:3

6 Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.” 

 Cross References: Zephaniah 3:14; Zechariah 2:10; Psalm 89:18

Key Lessons from Isaiah 12

•  God’s anger turns to mercy: Though sin brings God’s anger, His love brings comfort and restoration. 

•  God alone is salvation: Trust in Him removes fear, for He is both strength and song. 

•  Salvation brings joy: Like refreshing water, God’s salvation satisfies and renews His people. 

•  Praise should be public: God’s great works are to be declared among the nations, not kept silent. 

•  The Holy One dwells with His people: His presence among Zion is the greatest reason for joy and worship. 

Isaiah 13 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Judgment of Babylon and the Day of the Lord” 

The Burden of Babylon

1 This is the prophecy concerning Babylon that Isaiah son of Amoz saw. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 50:1; Habakkuk 1:6; Isaiah 21:9

2 “Raise a banner on a bare hilltop, 

shout to them, wave your hand, 

so they may enter the gates of the nobles. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 50:2; Jeremiah 51:27; Jeremiah 4:6

3 I have commanded those I have set apart; 

I have summoned My warriors to carry out My wrath—

those who rejoice in My triumph.” 

 Cross References: Joel 3:11; Jeremiah 51:20; Jeremiah 50:9

4 Listen! A noise on the mountains, 

like that of a great multitude! 

Listen! An uproar among the kingdoms, 

like nations massing together. 

The Lord Almighty is mustering an army for war. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 50:9; Joel 2:2; Revelation 19:19

5 They come from faraway lands, 

from the ends of the heavens—

the Lord and the weapons of His wrath—

to destroy the whole country. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 50:25; Jeremiah 51:11; Jeremiah 6:22

The Day of the Lord

6 Wail, for the day of the Lord is near; 

it comes like destruction from the Almighty. 

 Cross References: Joel 1:15; Zephaniah 1:7; 1 Thessalonians 5:3

7 Because of this, every hand will go limp, 

every heart will melt with fear. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 21:7; Joshua 2:11; Nahum 2:10

8 Terror will seize them, 

pain and anguish will grip them; 

they will writhe like a woman in labor. 

They will look at each other in horror, 

their faces flushed with fear. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 50:43; 1 Thessalonians 5:3; Psalm 48:6

9 See, the day of the Lord is coming—

a cruel day, with wrath and fierce anger—

to make the land desolate

and destroy the sinners within it. 

 Cross References: Malachi 4:1; Zephaniah 1:18; Joel 2:31

10 The stars of heaven and their constellations

will not show their light. 

The rising sun will be darkened, 

and the moon will not give its light. 

 Cross References: Joel 2:10; Matthew 24:29; Ezekiel 32:7

11 “I will punish the world for its evil, 

the wicked for their sins. 

I will put an end to the arrogance of the proud

and humble the pride of the ruthless. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 51:25; Isaiah 2:12; Zephaniah 2:10

12 I will make people scarcer than pure gold, 

rarer than the gold of Ophir. 

 Cross References: Job 28:16; 1 Kings 9:28; Malachi 3:17

13 Therefore I will make the heavens tremble, 

and the earth will shake from its place

at the wrath of the Lord Almighty, 

in the day of His burning anger.” 

 Cross References: Haggai 2:6; Hebrews 12:26; Joel 3:16

The Fall of Babylon

14 Like a hunted gazelle, 

like sheep without a shepherd, 

they will each return to their own people, 

they will flee to their native land. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 50:16; Jeremiah 50:17; 1 Kings 22:17

15 Whoever is captured will be thrust through; 

all who are caught will fall by the sword. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 51:4; Amos 9:1; Ezekiel 5:12

16 Their infants will be dashed to pieces before their eyes; 

their houses will be looted

and their wives violated. 

 Cross References: Hosea 13:16; Nahum 3:10; Psalm 137:9

17 “See, I will stir up the Medes against them, 

who care nothing for silver

and have no delight in gold. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 51:11; Jeremiah 51:28; Daniel 5:28

18 Their bows will strike down the young men; 

they will show no mercy to infants, 

nor will they spare children.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 51:3; Deuteronomy 32:25; Lamentations 2:21

19 Babylon, the jewel of kingdoms, 

the pride and glory of the Babylonians, 

will be overthrown by God

like Sodom and Gomorrah. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 50:40; Genesis 19:24; Revelation 18:2

20 She will never be inhabited again; 

through all generations no one will live there. 

No nomad will pitch his tent there, 

no shepherd will rest his flocks there. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 50:39; Jeremiah 51:37; Revelation 18:21

21 But desert creatures will lie there, 

their houses will be full of howling animals; 

owls will dwell there, 

and wild goats will leap about. 

 Cross References: Zephaniah 2:14; Jeremiah 50:39; Isaiah 34:11

22 Hyenas will howl in her strongholds, 

jackals in her luxurious palaces. 

Her time is close at hand, 

and her days will not be prolonged. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 50:27; Jeremiah 51:33; Revelation 18:10

Key Lessons from Isaiah 13

•  The Day of the Lord is terrifying: It brings judgment not only on Babylon but on all who defy God. 

•  Human pride will be humbled: The arrogance of rulers and nations will not stand before God’s wrath. 

•  God uses nations as instruments of judgment: He raised up the Medes to bring Babylon down, showing His sovereign power over history. 

•  Sin brings desolation: Once the “glory of kingdoms,” Babylon became a wasteland filled only with wild creatures. 

•  God’s word is sure: What He decrees against nations, no power of man can prevent. 

Isaiah 14 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Fall of Babylon’s King and the Lord’s Purpose” 

Israel Restored

1 The Lord will have mercy on Jacob; 

He will again choose Israel

and settle them in their own land. 

Foreigners will join them

and unite with the house of Jacob. 

 Cross References: Zechariah 2:12; Jeremiah 30:18; Ephesians 2:13

2 Nations will take them and bring them to their own place, 

and Israel will possess them

as male and female servants in the Lord’s land. 

They will take captive those who once held them captive, 

and they will rule over their oppressors. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 49:22; Isaiah 60:9; Zechariah 8:23

3 On the day the Lord gives you rest

from your suffering and turmoil

and from the hard labor forced upon you, 

 Cross References: Exodus 1:14; Deuteronomy 5:15; Jeremiah 30:8

4 you will take up this taunt against the king of Babylon:

“How the oppressor has come to an end! 

How his fury has ceased!” 

 Cross References: Habakkuk 2:6; Jeremiah 50:23; Revelation 18:10

The Fall of the Oppressor

5 The Lord has broken the staff of the wicked, 

the scepter of the rulers, 

 Cross References: Psalm 125:3; Jeremiah 51:20; Psalm 2:9

6 who struck down peoples in anger

with unceasing blows, 

and subdued nations in wrath

with relentless persecution. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 50:23; Habakkuk 2:8; Zechariah 1:15

7 All the earth is at rest and at peace; 

they break into singing. 

 Cross References: Psalm 96:11; Isaiah 35:1; Psalm 98:8

8 Even the pine trees and the cedars of Lebanon

rejoice over you and say, 

‘Since you have fallen, 

no lumberjack comes against us.’

 Cross References: Isaiah 55:12; Ezekiel 31:16; Zechariah 11:2

The King of Babylon in Sheol

9 The realm of the dead below is stirred up

to meet you at your coming. 

It rouses the spirits of the departed, 

all the kings of the nations rise from their thrones. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 32:21; Luke 16:23; Proverbs 9:18

10 They all respond, 

‘You too have become weak, as we are; 


•  Rebellion against God leads to swift judgment (vv. 15–17). Hananiah’s death was proof that speaking lies in God’s name carries grave consequences. 

•  God’s truth may be hard but it preserves life (ch. 27–28 together). Jeremiah’s call to submit to Babylon seemed harsh, but it was God’s path of survival. 

Jeremiah 29 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Letter to the Exiles” 

Jeremiah’s Letter to the Captives

1 These are the words of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the surviving elders among the exiles, to the priests, the prophets, and all the people whom Nebuchadnezzar had carried into captivity from Jerusalem to Babylon. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 24:14; Ezekiel 1:1; Daniel 1:6

2 (This was after King Jeconiah, the queen mother, the court officials, the leaders of Judah and Jerusalem, the craftsmen, and the artisans had been taken from Jerusalem.) Cross References: 2 Kings 24:12; 2 Kings 24:15; Jeremiah 22:24

3 The letter was delivered by Elasah son of Shaphan and Gemariah son of Hilkiah, whom King Zedekiah of Judah sent to Babylon to King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 51:59; 2 Kings 25:22; Jeremiah 26:24

4 This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon:

 Cross References: Jeremiah 25:11; Deuteronomy 28:64; Ezekiel 39:28

5 “Build houses and settle down. Plant gardens and eat what they produce. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 20:5; Isaiah 65:21; Ezekiel 28:26

6 Marry and have sons and daughters. Find wives for your sons and husbands for your daughters, so that they too may have children. Multiply there; do not decrease. 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:28; Genesis 9:1; 1 Corinthians 7:2

7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city where I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” 

 Cross References: Romans 13:1; 1 Timothy 2:2; Proverbs 11:10

Warning Against False Prophets

8 For this is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: “Do not let the prophets and diviners among you deceive you. Do not listen to the dreams you encourage them to have. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 23:16; Matthew 24:4; 1 John 4:1

9 They are prophesying lies to you in my name. I have not sent them,” declares the Lord. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 14:14; Jeremiah 23:21; Ezekiel 13:6

God’s Promise of Restoration

10 This is what the Lord says: “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my promise to bring you back to this place. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 25:12; 2 Chronicles 36:21; Daniel 9:2

11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans for peace and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 30:3; Proverbs 23:18; Romans 8:28

12 Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 

 Cross References: Psalms 145:18; Matthew 7:7; 1 John 5:14

13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:29; 2 Chronicles 15:2; Matthew 7:8

14 I will be found by you,” declares the Lord, “and I will bring you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and places where I have scattered you, and will bring you back to the land I gave to your ancestors.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 30:4; Ezekiel 36:24; Isaiah 43:5

Judgment on Those Left in Jerusalem

15 You may say, “The Lord has raised up prophets for us in Babylon.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 29:8; Ezekiel 13:2; Lamentations 2:14

16 But this is what the Lord says about the king who sits on David’s throne and all the people who remain in this city, your fellow countrymen who did not go with you into exile: Cross References: Jeremiah 24:8; 2 Kings 24:17; Jeremiah 22:30

17 “This is what the Lord Almighty says: I will send the sword, famine, and plague against them. I will make them like rotten figs, so bad they cannot be eaten. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 24:8; Jeremiah 15:2; Ezekiel 5:12

18 I will pursue them with sword, famine, and plague, and make them abhorrent to all the kingdoms of the earth, a curse and an object of horror, scorn, and reproach among all the nations where I drive them. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:37; Jeremiah 24:9; Jeremiah 42:18

19 For they have not listened to my words,” declares the Lord, “words that I sent to them again and again by my servants the prophets. And you exiles have not listened either,” declares the Lord. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 25:4; 2 Chronicles 36:15; Zechariah 7:12

Ahab, Zedekiah, and Shemaiah Condemned

20 Therefore, hear the word of the Lord, all you exiles whom I have sent away from Jerusalem to Babylon. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 29:4; Ezekiel 3:11; Isaiah 1:10

21 This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says about Ahab son of Kolaiah and Zedekiah son of Maaseiah, who are prophesying lies to you in my name: “I will hand them over to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and he will put them to death before your eyes. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 29:9; 1 Kings 22:11; Deuteronomy 18:20

22 Because of them, all the exiles from Judah in Babylon will use this curse: ‘May the Lord treat you like Zedekiah and Ahab, whom the king of Babylon roasted in the fire.’

 Cross References: Daniel 3:6; Genesis 48:20; Jeremiah 29:21

23 For they have done outrageous things in Israel. They have committed adultery with their neighbors’ wives and have spoken lies in my name, things I did not command. I know it and am a witness,” declares the Lord. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:14; Jeremiah 23:14; Leviticus 20:10

24 Tell Shemaiah the Nehelamite, 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 29:31; Jeremiah 20:1; Nehemiah 6:10

25 “This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: You sent letters in your own name to all the people in Jerusalem, to Zephaniah son of Maaseiah the priest, and to all the other priests. You said:

 Cross References: Jeremiah 29:1; 2 Kings 19:14; Jeremiah 37:3

26 ‘The Lord has appointed you priest in place of Jehoiada, to be in charge of the house of the Lord. 

You should put in the stocks and in prison every man who acts like a prophet. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 20:2; 2 Chronicles 24:20; Acts 16:24

27 So why have you not reprimanded Jeremiah of Anathoth, who poses as a prophet among you? 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 1:1; Jeremiah 11:21; Amos 7:12

28 He has sent this message to us in Babylon: It will be a long time. Therefore, build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat their produce.’” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 29:5; Jeremiah 28:3; Jeremiah 25:11

29 Zephaniah the priest, however, read the letter to Jeremiah the prophet. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 21:1; Jeremiah 37:3; Jeremiah 52:24

30 Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying:

 Cross References: Jeremiah 1:4; Jeremiah 32:26; Ezekiel 1:3

31 “Send this message to all the exiles: ‘This is what the Lord says about Shemaiah the Nehelamite: Because Shemaiah has prophesied to you, even though I did not send him, and has made you trust in lies, 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 23:16; Jeremiah 28:15; Ezekiel 13:22

32 I will surely punish Shemaiah and his descendants. None of his people will survive to see the good things I will do for my people, declares the Lord, because he has preached rebellion against me.’” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 13:5; Jeremiah 28:16; Psalms 37:28

Key Lessons from Jeremiah 29

•  Bloom where you’re planted (vv. 4–7). Even in exile, God’s people were to build, marry, and work for the good of their city. Faithfulness in hardship honors God. 

•  Beware of false voices (vv. 8–9, 21–23). False prophets promise shortcuts, but God calls His people to discern truth carefully. 

•  God’s timing is sure (vv. 10–11). Deliverance would not come instantly but after seventy years. God’s plans are for hope and peace, not ruin. 

•  Wholehearted seeking leads to finding (vv. 12–14). God promises to be found by those who search for Him sincerely. 

•  Sinful leaders bring shame (vv. 21–32). Those who misuse God’s name or lead His people astray face judgment, while the faithful are preserved. 

Jeremiah 30 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Book of Consolation Begins” 

God Commands Jeremiah to Write

1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 1:4; Jeremiah 29:30; Ezekiel 1:3

2 “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: Write in a book all the words I have spoken to you. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 36:2; Habakkuk 2:2; Exodus 17:14

3 For the days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will restore the fortunes of my people Israel and Judah. I will bring them back to the land I gave to their ancestors, and they will possess it.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 30:3; Amos 9:14; Ezekiel 37:21

The Time of Jacob’s Trouble

4 These are the words the Lord spoke concerning Israel and Judah: Cross References: Jeremiah 3:18; Hosea 1:11; Ezekiel 37:16

5 “We hear cries of panic, of fear and not of peace. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 6:14; 1 Thessalonians 5:3; Jeremiah 4:19

6 Ask now and see: Can a man give birth to a child? Then why do I see every strong man with his hands on his stomach like a woman in labor, every face drained of color? 

 Cross References: Isaiah 13:8; Jeremiah 6:24; Isaiah 21:3

7 How awful that day will be! None will be like it. It is the time of Jacob’s trouble, but he will be saved out of it. 

 Cross References: Daniel 12:1; Joel 2:11; Matthew 24:21

8 In that day,” declares the Lord Almighty, “I will break the yoke from their necks and tear off their bonds; no longer will foreigners enslave them. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 9:4; Jeremiah 28:2; Leviticus 26:13

9 Instead, they will serve the Lord their God and David their king, whom I will raise up for them.” 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 34:23; Hosea 3:5; Ezekiel 37:24

God Promises Deliverance

10 “So do not be afraid, my servant Jacob,” declares the Lord. 

“Do not be dismayed, Israel. 

I will surely save you out of a distant place, 

your descendants from the land of their captivity. 

Jacob will return and enjoy peace and security, 

and no one will make him afraid. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 41:8; Isaiah 43:5; Ezekiel 34:13

11 For I am with you and will save you,” declares the Lord. 

“Though I completely destroy all the nations among which I scatter you, I will not completely destroy you. 

I will discipline you, but only in due measure; 

I will not leave you unpunished.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 41:10; Jeremiah 46:28; Nahum 1:3

Israel’s Wound and God’s Healing

12 This is what the Lord says:

“Your wound is incurable, 

your injury beyond healing. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 15:18; Micah 1:9; Isaiah 1:6

13 There is no one to plead your cause, 

no remedy for your sore, 

no healing for you. 

 Cross References: Lamentations 1:2; Jeremiah 8:22; Jeremiah 46:11

14 All your allies have forgotten you; 

they care nothing for you. 

I have struck you as an enemy would, 

as one who is cruel, 

because your guilt is great

and your sins are so many. 

 Cross References: Lamentations 1:2; Ezekiel 16:37; Jeremiah 22:20

15 Why cry out over your wound, 

your pain that cannot be healed? 

Because of your great guilt and many sins

I have done these things to you. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 30:12; Lamentations 1:5; Isaiah 40:2

16 But all who devour you will be devoured; 

all your enemies will go into exile. 

Those who plunder you will be plundered; 

those who attack you I will attack. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 50:17; Zechariah 2:8; Isaiah 33:1

17 But I will restore you to health

and heal your wounds,” declares the Lord, 

“because you are called an outcast, 

Zion for whom no one cares.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 33:6; Isaiah 30:26; Micah 4:6

Future Restoration and Rejoicing

18 “This is what the Lord says:

I will restore the fortunes of Jacob’s tents

and have compassion on his dwellings. 

The city will be rebuilt on her ruins, 

and the palace will stand in its rightful place. 

 Cross References: Amos 9:14; Isaiah 61:4; Ezekiel 36:33

19 From them will come songs of thanksgiving

and the sound of rejoicing. 

I will add to their numbers, 

and they will not be decreased; 

I will honor them, 

and they will not be disdained. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 51:11; Zechariah 8:5; Jeremiah 33:11

20 Their children will be as in days of old, 

and their community will be established before me; 

I will punish all who oppress them. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 1:26; Micah 5:15; Zechariah 8:4

21 Their leader will be one of their own; 

their ruler will arise from among them. 

I will bring him near, and he will come close to me—

for who is he who will devote himself

to be close to me?” declares the Lord. 

 Cross References: Zechariah 6:12; Ezekiel 34:24; Genesis 49:10

22 “So you will be my people, 

and I will be your God.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 31:33; Ezekiel 36:28; Leviticus 26:12

The Lord’s Wrath on the Wicked

23 Look! The storm of the Lord will burst out in wrath, 

a driving whirlwind; 

it will swirl down on the heads of the wicked. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 23:19; Habakkuk 3:12; Zechariah 9:14

24 The fierce anger of the Lord will not turn back

until he fully accomplishes

the purposes of his heart. 

In the days to come you will understand this. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 23:20; Isaiah 55:11; Numbers 32:14

Key Lessons from Jeremiah 30

•  God keeps His promises (vv. 2–3). His Word is recorded and unchanging—restoration will come in His time. 

•  The time of Jacob’s trouble is real but temporary (vv. 6–7). Though unprecedented calamity comes, God promises deliverance. 

•  God disciplines but does not abandon His people (vv. 11–15). Correction comes with justice, not with destruction. 

•  Hope follows suffering (vv. 16–20). God restores health, multiplies His people, and fills them with joy. 

•  Messianic promise (v. 21). A leader will rise from among them—a foreshadowing of Christ, who draws near to God on behalf of His people. 

•  Identity renewed (v. 22). The covenant remains:  “You will be my people, and I will be your God.” 

Jeremiah 31 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The New Covenant” 

God’s Everlasting Love for Israel

1 “At that time,” declares the Lord, “I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and they will be my people.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 30:22; Ezekiel 37:27; Zechariah 8:8

2 This is what the Lord says: “The people who survived the sword found grace in the wilderness, when Israel sought rest. 

 Cross References: Exodus 15:22; Hosea 2:14; Deuteronomy 8:2

3 Long ago the Lord appeared to me, saying: ‘I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore with unfailing kindness I have drawn you.’

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 7:8; Hosea 11:4; Romans 8:38

4 I will rebuild you, and you will be rebuilt, Virgin Israel. You will once again take up your tambourines and go out to dance with the joyful. 

 Cross References: Exodus 15:20; Judges 11:34; Psalms 149:3

5 You will again plant vineyards on the hills of Samaria; the planters will plant them and enjoy their fruit. 

 Cross References: Amos 9:14; Isaiah 65:21; Micah 4:4

6 The day will come when watchmen on the hills of Ephraim will call out, ‘Come, let us go up to Zion, to the Lord our God.’” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 2:3; Micah 4:2; Isaiah 52:8

The Great Return from Exile

7 For this is what the Lord says:

“Sing with joy for Jacob; 

shout for the greatest of nations. 

Make your praises heard, and say, 

‘Lord, save your people, the remnant of Israel.’

 Cross References: Isaiah 12:6; Zephaniah 3:14; Isaiah 10:21

8 See, I will bring them from the land of the north

and gather them from the ends of the earth. 

Among them will be the blind and the lame, 

expectant mothers and women in labor—

a great company will return. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 43:6; Isaiah 35:5; Micah 4:6

9 They will come with weeping; 

they will pray as I bring them back. 

I will lead them beside streams of water, 

on a straight path where they will not stumble, 

because I am Israel’s father, 

and Ephraim is my firstborn son.” 

 Cross References: Psalms 23:2; Exodus 4:22; Hosea 11:1

The Lord Redeems and Restores

10 “Hear the word of the Lord, you nations; 

proclaim it in distant lands:

‘He who scattered Israel will gather them

and will watch over his flock like a shepherd.’

 Cross References: Isaiah 40:11; Ezekiel 34:12; John 10:11

11 For the Lord will deliver Jacob

and redeem them from the hand of those stronger than they. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 44:23; Isaiah 49:25; Micah 4:10

12 They will come and shout for joy on the heights of Zion; they will rejoice in the bounty of the Lord—

the grain, the new wine, and the oil, 

the young of the flocks and herds. 

They will be like a well-watered garden, 

and they will sorrow no more. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 35:10; Isaiah 58:11; Joel 2:19

13 Then young women will dance and be glad, 

young men and old as well. 

I will turn their mourning into joy

and give them comfort and gladness instead of sorrow. 

 Cross References: Psalms 30:11; Isaiah 61:3; Amos 8:10

14 I will satisfy the priests with abundance, 

and my people will be filled with my goodness,” declares the Lord. 

 Cross References: Psalms 36:8; Leviticus 6:16; Psalms 132:16

Rachel Weeping and Hope Restored

15 This is what the Lord says:

“A voice is heard in Ramah, 

mourning and great weeping, 

Rachel weeping for her children

and refusing to be comforted, 

because they are no more.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 2:18; Genesis 35:19; Genesis 37:35

16 This is what the Lord says:

“Restrain your voice from weeping

and your eyes from tears, 

for your work will be rewarded,” declares the Lord. 

“They will return from the land of the enemy. 

 Cross References: Psalms 126:5; Revelation 21:4; Isaiah 25:8

17 So there is hope for your descendants,” declares the Lord. 

“Your children will return to their own land.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 29:11; Ezekiel 37:25; Jeremiah 31:8

God’s Compassion for Ephraim

18 “I have surely heard Ephraim’s lament:

‘You disciplined me, and I was disciplined, 

like an untrained calf. 

Restore me, and I will return, 

because you are the Lord my God. 

 Cross References: Hosea 4:16; Lamentations 5:21; Psalms 80:3

19 After I strayed, I repented; 

after I came to understand, I beat my chest. 

I was ashamed and humiliated

because I bore the disgrace of my youth.’

 Cross References: Luke 15:18; Ezekiel 16:63; Psalms 25:7

20 Is not Ephraim my dear son, 

the child in whom I delight? 

Though I often speak against him, 

I still remember him. 

Therefore my heart yearns for him; 

I will surely have mercy on him,” declares the Lord. 

 Cross References: Luke 15:20; Hosea 11:8; Isaiah 63:15

Call to Return

21 “Set up road signs; 

put up guideposts. 

Take note of the highway, 

the road you take. 

Return, Virgin Israel, 

return to your towns. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 31:4; Isaiah 62:10; Jeremiah 6:16

22 How long will you wander, 

unfaithful daughter Israel? 

The Lord will create a new thing on earth—

a woman will surround a man.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 43:19; Isaiah 54:5; Numbers 14:33

Blessing on Judah Restored

23 This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says:

“When I bring them back from captivity, the people of Judah and its towns will once again use these words:

‘The Lord bless you, you prosperous city, you holy mountain.’

 Cross References: Isaiah 1:26; Zechariah 8:3; Psalms 48:1

24 People will live together in Judah and in all its towns—farmers and those who move about with their flocks. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 65:21; Zechariah 8:12; Isaiah 65:23

25 I will refresh the weary and satisfy the faint.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 40:29; Matthew 11:28; Isaiah 29:8

26 At this I awoke and looked around. My sleep had been pleasant to me. 

 Cross References: Genesis 28:16; Daniel 7:28; Psalms 3:5

God’s Watchfulness to Restore

27 “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will plant the kingdoms of Israel and Judah with people and animals. 

 Cross References: Hosea 2:23; Ezekiel 36:11; Zechariah 10:9

28 Just as I watched over them to uproot and tear down, to overthrow, destroy, and bring disaster, so I will watch over them to build and to plant,” declares the Lord. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 1:10; Jeremiah 24:6; Amos 9:15

Individual Responsibility

29 “In those days people will no longer say, 

‘The parents have eaten sour grapes, 

and the children’s teeth are set on edge.’

 Cross References: Ezekiel 18:2; Ezekiel 18:4; Deuteronomy 24:16

30 Instead, everyone will die for their own sin; 

whoever eats sour grapes—their own teeth will be set on edge.” 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 18:20; 2 Kings 14:6; Galatians 6:5

The New Covenant

31 “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, 

“when I will make a new covenant

with the people of Israel

and with the people of Judah. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 8:8; Luke 22:20; 2 Corinthians 3:6

32 It will not be like the covenant

I made with their ancestors

when I took them by the hand

to lead them out of Egypt, 

because they broke my covenant, 

though I was a husband to them,” 

declares the Lord. 

 Cross References: Exodus 19:5; Hebrews 8:9; 1 Corinthians 11:25

33 “This is the covenant I will make with Israel after those days,” declares the Lord. 

“I will put my law in their minds

and write it on their hearts. 

I will be their God, 

and they will be my people. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 10:16; 2 Corinthians 3:3; Ezekiel 36:26

34 No longer will they teach their neighbor, 

or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’

because they will all know me, 

from the least of them to the greatest,” 

declares the Lord. 

“For I will forgive their wickedness

and will remember their sins no more.” 

 Cross References: Hebrews 8:11; Hebrews 10:17; 1 John 2:27

God’s Unbreakable Promises

35 This is what the Lord says—

he who appoints the sun to shine by day, 

who decrees the moon and stars to shine by night, 

who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar—

the Lord Almighty is his name:

 Cross References: Genesis 1:16; Psalms 89:37; Isaiah 51:15

36 “Only if these decrees vanish from my sight,” 

declares the Lord, 

“will Israel ever cease

being a nation before me.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 33:20; Genesis 8:22; Isaiah 54:10

37 This is what the Lord says:

“Only if the heavens above can be measured

and the foundations of the earth below be searched out

will I reject all the descendants of Israel

because of all they have done,” 

declares the Lord. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 40:12; Romans 11:1; Job 38:4

Jerusalem Rebuilt Forever

38 “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when this city will be rebuilt for the Lord, from the Tower of Hananel to the Corner Gate. 

 Cross References: Zechariah 14:10; Nehemiah 3:1; Nehemiah 12:39

39 The measuring line will stretch out straight to the hill of Gareb and then turn to Goah. 

 Cross References: Zechariah 2:1; Ezekiel 40:3; Nehemiah 3:13

40 The whole valley where dead bodies and ashes are thrown, and all the terraces out to the Kidron Valley and to the Horse Gate on the east, will be holy to the Lord. The city will never again be uprooted or demolished.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 7:31; 2 Kings 23:10; Revelation 21:2

Key Lessons from Jeremiah 31

•  God’s love is everlasting (v. 3). His mercy never fails; His covenant faithfulness continues. 

•  Restoration includes everyone (vv. 8–9). The weak, the broken, and the forgotten are not left behind. 

•  Mourning turns into joy (vv. 13–14). God transforms sorrow into rejoicing and emptiness into fullness. 

•  Rachel’s lament finds hope (vv. 15–17). Even deep loss will one day be answered with restoration. 

•  Repentance leads to renewal (vv. 18–20). God responds to true humility with mercy. 

•  The New Covenant is inward and eternal (vv. 31–34). God writes His law on hearts, forgives sins, and gives direct knowledge of Himself. 

•  God’s promises cannot fail (vv. 35–37). His covenant with Israel is as secure as the order of creation. 

•  Jerusalem’s restoration is permanent (vv. 38–40). God will one day make His dwelling forever with His people. 

Jeremiah 32 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The God of the Impossible” 

Jeremiah Imprisoned for Prophesying Judgment

1 The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah in the tenth year of King Zedekiah of Judah, which was the eighteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:1; Jeremiah 39:1; Ezekiel 24:1

2 At that time the Babylonian army was besieging Jerusalem, and Jeremiah the prophet was confined in the courtyard of the guard, within the palace of the king of Judah. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 37:21; Jeremiah 38:13; Jeremiah 21:4

3 For Zedekiah had imprisoned him, demanding, “Why do you keep prophesying, saying, ‘This is what the Lord says: I am about to hand this city over to the king of Babylon, and he will capture it. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 37:15; Jeremiah 21:10; Jeremiah 38:5

4 Zedekiah king of Judah will not escape from the Babylonians but will surely be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon. He will speak with him face to face and see him with his own eyes. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 34:3; Ezekiel 12:13; 2 Kings 25:6

5 He will take Zedekiah to Babylon, where he will remain until I deal with him. If you fight against the Babylonians, you will not succeed’?” 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 17:16; Jeremiah 21:4; 2 Kings 25:7

Jeremiah Buys a Field

6 Jeremiah said, “The word of the Lord came to me:

 Cross References: Jeremiah 1:4; Jeremiah 32:26; Jeremiah 42:7

7 ‘Your cousin Hanamel, son of Shallum your uncle, will come to you and say, “Buy my field at Anathoth, because as nearest relative you have the right of redemption.”’

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:25; Ruth 4:6; Leviticus 25:23

8 And just as the Lord had said, Hanamel came to me in the courtyard of the guard and said, ‘Buy my field at Anathoth in the territory of Benjamin, since it is your right of inheritance and redemption.’

Then I knew this was the word of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 32:7; Ruth 4:9; Jeremiah 1:12

9 So I bought the field at Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel and weighed out seventeen shekels of silver. 

 Cross References: Genesis 23:16; Genesis 33:19; Ruth 4:9

10 I signed and sealed the deed, had it witnessed, and weighed out the silver on the scales. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 32:44; Genesis 23:17; Ruth 4:10

11 I took the sealed deed and the unsealed copy according to the requirements of the law. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 32:14; Isaiah 8:16; Deuteronomy 24:1

12 I gave the deed of purchase to Baruch son of Neriah, son of Mahseiah, in the presence of my cousin Hanamel, the witnesses, and all the Jews sitting in the courtyard of the guard. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 36:4; Jeremiah 45:1; Jeremiah 51:59

13 In their presence I instructed Baruch, 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 32:16; Jeremiah 36:4; Jeremiah 43:6

14 ‘This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Take these deeds—both the sealed and unsealed copies—and place them in a clay jar so they will last a long time. 

 Cross References: Habakkuk 2:2; Job 19:24; Isaiah 30:8

15 For this is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Houses, fields, and vineyards will again be bought in this land.’” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 32:43; Jeremiah 31:5; Amos 9:14

Jeremiah’s Prayer of Faith

16 After I had given the deed of purchase to Baruch, I prayed to the Lord: Cross References: Daniel 9:4; Nehemiah 1:4; 1 Kings 8:23

17 “Ah, Sovereign Lord, you made the heavens and the earth by your great power and outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard for you. 

 Cross References: Genesis 18:14; Jeremiah 27:5; Luke 1:37

18 You show love to thousands, but you also bring the consequences of the fathers’ sins to their children after them. You are the great and mighty God, the Lord of Heaven’s Armies is your name. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:5; Exodus 34:7; Numbers 14:18

19 You are great in counsel and mighty in deed. Your eyes are open to all the ways of mankind; you reward each person according to what they do. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 28:29; 2 Chronicles 16:9; Psalms 62:12

20 You performed signs and wonders in Egypt and do so to this day in Israel and among all nations. 

You made a name for yourself that remains to this day. 

 Cross References: Exodus 7:3; Nehemiah 9:10; Daniel 9:15

21 You brought your people Israel out of Egypt with signs and wonders, with a mighty hand and outstretched arm, and with great terror. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 26:8; Deuteronomy 4:34; Exodus 6:6

22 You gave them this land you promised to their fathers, a land flowing with milk and honey. 

 Cross References: Exodus 3:8; Deuteronomy 26:9; Joshua 5:6

23 They came in and took possession of it, but they did not obey you or follow your law. They did not do what you commanded them, so you brought this disaster upon them. 

 Cross References: Joshua 21:43; Deuteronomy 28:15; Judges 2:2

24 See how the siege ramps are built up to take the city. Because of sword, famine, and plague, the city will be given into the hands of the Babylonians who are attacking it. What you said has happened, as you now see. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 21:22; Ezekiel 4:2; Jeremiah 21:9

25 And though the city will be handed over to the Babylonians, you, O Lord God, told me, ‘Buy the field with silver and have it witnessed.’” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 32:8; Jeremiah 32:44; Hebrews 11:1

God’s Answer: Nothing Is Too Hard for Me 26 Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah:

 Cross References: Jeremiah 32:6; Jeremiah 1:4; Jeremiah 33:1

27 “I am the Lord, the God of all humanity. Is anything too hard for me? 

 Cross References: Genesis 18:14; Jeremiah 32:17; Numbers 16:22

28 Therefore this is what the Lord says: I am about to give this city into the hands of the Babylonians and to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, who will capture it. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 21:10; Jeremiah 34:2; 2 Kings 25:4

29 The Babylonians will come and set fire to this city. They will burn it down along with the houses where the people provoked me to anger by burning incense to Baal and pouring out drink offerings to other gods. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:9; Jeremiah 19:13; Jeremiah 7:18

30 From their youth, the people of Israel and Judah have done only evil in my sight. They have provoked me with the work of their hands. 

 Cross References: Genesis 8:21; Jeremiah 7:25; Hosea 9:10

31 This city has aroused my anger and wrath from the day it was built until now. I will remove it from my presence

 Cross References: 2 Kings 21:7; 2 Kings 24:3; Jeremiah 7:14

32 because of all the wickedness of Israel and Judah—their kings, officials, priests, prophets, and all the people of Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 2:26; Ezekiel 22:26; Zephaniah 3:3

33 They turned their backs to me and not their faces. Though I taught them again and again, they would not listen or respond to discipline. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 2:27; Jeremiah 7:13; 2 Chronicles 36:15

34 They set up idols in the temple that bears my Name and defiled it. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 21:4; Ezekiel 8:5; 2 Chronicles 33:7

35 They built high places to Baal in the Valley of Ben Hinnom to sacrifice their sons and daughters to Molech—something I never commanded, nor even entered my mind. They did this terrible thing and caused Judah to sin.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 18:21; Jeremiah 7:31; 2 Kings 23:10

Promise of Restoration and Everlasting Covenant

36 “Now therefore this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says about this city, which you say will be handed over to the king of Babylon by sword, famine, and plague:

 Cross References: Jeremiah 21:9; Jeremiah 24:8; Jeremiah 38:2

37 I will surely gather them from all the lands where I banished them in my anger, fury, and great wrath. I will bring them back to this place and let them live in safety. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 36:24; Deuteronomy 30:4; Ezekiel 34:25

38 They will be my people, and I will be their God. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 31:33; Ezekiel 37:27; Zechariah 8:8

39 I will give them one heart and one purpose: to worship me forever, for their own good and the good of their children after them. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 11:19; Ezekiel 36:26; Zephaniah 3:9

40 I will make an everlasting covenant with them: I will never stop doing good to them, and I will inspire them to fear me so that they will never turn away from me. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 31:31; Ezekiel 37:26; Hebrews 13:20

41 I will rejoice in doing them good and will plant them in this land with all my heart and soul. 

 Cross References: Zephaniah 3:17; Jeremiah 31:28; Deuteronomy 30:9

42 This is what the Lord says: Just as I brought all this great disaster on this people, so I will bring on them all the good I have promised. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 31:28; Zechariah 8:15; Lamentations 3:32

43 Once again fields will be bought in this land of which you say, ‘It is desolate, without people or animals, given into the hands of the Babylonians.’

 Cross References: Jeremiah 32:15; Jeremiah 32:36; Leviticus 26:32

44 Fields will be bought for silver, deeds signed, sealed, and witnessed in the territory of Benjamin, in the villages around Jerusalem, in the towns of Judah, in the hill country, in the western foothills, and in the Negev, because I will restore their fortunes,” declares the Lord. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 32:9; Jeremiah 33:13; Zechariah 8:5

Key Lessons from Jeremiah 32

•  Faith in the face of judgment: Jeremiah bought a field while the Babylonians besieged Jerusalem, showing confidence in God’s promise of restoration (vv. 6–15). 

•  Nothing is too hard for God: Both Jeremiah and God affirm that nothing is beyond His power (vv. 17, 27). 

•  God judges sin, but also restores: Though Judah’s rebellion brought disaster, God promised eventual healing and gathering (vv. 28–37). 

•  The Everlasting Covenant: God promises an unbreakable bond—He will be their God, they will be His people, and He will never stop doing good to them (vv. 38–41). 

•  Hope beyond judgment: Even when destruction seemed final, God promised a future of rebuilding, blessing, and joy (vv. 42–44). 

Jeremiah 33 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Lord Our Righteousness” 

God’s Invitation to Call Upon Him

1 The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah a second time while he was still confined in the courtyard of the guard:

 Cross References: Jeremiah 32:2; Jeremiah 37:21; Jeremiah 39:14

2 “This is what the Lord says, the Lord who made the earth, who formed it and established it—the Lord is His name:

 Cross References: Isaiah 45:18; Jeremiah 10:12; Amos 4:13

3 Call to Me, and I will answer you and tell you great and hidden things that you do not know.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 91:15; Isaiah 55:6; Matthew 7:7

Promise of Healing and Restoration

4 For this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says about the houses of Jerusalem and the royal palaces of Judah that were torn down to defend against the siege ramps and the sword: Cross References: Jeremiah 32:24; Ezekiel 4:2; 2 Kings 25:1

5 They came to fight against the Babylonians, but they only filled these places with the dead bodies of those I struck down in My anger and wrath. I have hidden My face from this city because of all its wickedness. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 32:31; Deuteronomy 31:17; Isaiah 59:2

6 “Nevertheless, I will bring health and healing to it; I will heal My people and let them enjoy abundant peace and security. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 30:17; Isaiah 57:18; Hosea 6:1

7 I will bring Judah and Israel back from captivity and rebuild them as they were before. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 30:3; Ezekiel 37:21; Amos 9:14

8 I will cleanse them from all the sin they committed against Me and forgive all their sins of rebellion. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 36:25; Micah 7:19; Psalm 51:2

9 Then this city will bring Me joy, glory, and honor before all nations on earth that hear of all the good things I do for it. They will tremble in awe at the abundant prosperity and peace I provide for it.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 62:7; Zephaniah 3:20; Deuteronomy 26:19

Voices of Joy Restored

10 This is what the Lord says: “You say about this place, ‘It is a desolate waste, without people or animals.’ Yet in the towns of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem that are deserted, inhabited by neither people nor animals, there will again be heard

 Cross References: Jeremiah 4:25; Jeremiah 44:22; Isaiah 6:11

11 the sounds of joy and gladness, the voices of bride and bridegroom, and the voices of those bringing thank offerings to the house of the Lord, saying, ‘Give thanks to the Lord Almighty, for the Lord is good; His love endures forever.’ For I will restore the fortunes of the land as they were before,” says the Lord. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 7:34; Psalm 136:1; Isaiah 62:5

Shepherds and Flocks Restored

12 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “In this desolate place, without people or animals, and in all its towns, there will again be pastures where shepherds rest their flocks. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 65:10; Ezekiel 34:14; Psalm 23:2

13 In the towns of the hill country, of the western foothills, of the Negev, in the territory of Benjamin, around Jerusalem, and in the towns of Judah, flocks will once again pass under the hand of the one who counts them,” says the Lord. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 27:32; Ezekiel 20:37; Jeremiah 31:24

The Righteous Branch from David

14 “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will fulfill the good promise I made to the people of Israel and Judah. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 29:10; Jeremiah 31:31; Hebrews 8:8

15 In those days and at that time I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line; He will do what is just and right in the land. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 11:1; Zechariah 3:8; Jeremiah 23:5

16 In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. This is the name by which it will be called:  The Lord Our Righteousness. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 23:6; Isaiah 45:24; 1 Corinthians 1:30

17 For this is what the Lord says: David will never fail to have a man to sit on the throne of Israel, Cross References: 2 Samuel 7:16; Luke 1:32; Psalm 89:29

18 nor will the Levitical priests ever fail to have a man before Me to offer burnt offerings, to present grain offerings, and to sacrifice continually.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 29:9; Numbers 25:13; 1 Chronicles 23:13

God’s Unbreakable Covenant

19 The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah:

 Cross References: Jeremiah 32:26; Ezekiel 1:3; Hosea 1:1

20 “This is what the Lord says: If you can break My covenant with the day and My covenant with the night, so that day and night no longer come at their appointed time, Cross References: Genesis 8:22; Jeremiah 31:35; Psalm 74:16

21 then My covenant with David My servant—and My covenant with the Levites who are priests ministering before Me—can also be broken. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 23:5; Malachi 2:4; Nehemiah 13:29

22 Just as the stars of the sky cannot be counted and the sand of the sea cannot be measured, so I will multiply the descendants of David My servant and the Levites who minister before Me.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:5; Genesis 22:17; Hebrews 11:12

God’s Assurance of His People’s Future

23 The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah:

 Cross References: Jeremiah 34:1; Jeremiah 1:4; Ezekiel 6:1

24 “Have you not noticed what these people are saying: ‘The Lord has rejected the two families He chose’? So they despise My people and no longer regard them as a nation. 

 Cross References: Lamentations 5:22; Psalm 89:38; Romans 11:1

25 This is what the Lord says: If I have not established My covenant with day and night and the fixed laws of heaven and earth, 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:16; Job 38:33; Psalm 148:6

26 then I will reject the descendants of Jacob and David My servant and will not choose one of David’s descendants to rule over the offspring of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. But I will restore their fortunes and have compassion on them.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:44; Romans 11:26; Deuteronomy 30:3

Key Lessons from Jeremiah 33

•  God invites prayer: He urges His people to call on Him and promises to reveal hidden truths and mighty works (v. 3). 

•  Hope beyond judgment: Even in devastation, God promises healing, forgiveness, and restoration (vv. 6–9). 

•  Future joy and peace: The sounds of weddings, thanksgiving, and worship will again fill Jerusalem (vv. 10–11). 

•  The Messiah – the Righteous Branch: God promises a coming King from David’s line—

fulfilled in Christ—who will establish true justice and righteousness (vv. 14–16). 

•  God’s covenant is unbreakable: Just as day and night cannot be stopped, so God’s promises to David and His people cannot fail (vv. 19–22). 

•  God’s mercy is stronger than rejection: Though despised and scattered, His people will be restored because of His compassion (vv. 23–26). 

Jeremiah 34 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Judah Breaks the Covenant of Freedom” 

The Fate of Zedekiah Announced

1 The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah when King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon and his entire army, along with all the kingdoms under his control, were fighting against Jerusalem and the other towns of Judah. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:1; Jeremiah 39:1; Ezekiel 24:2

2 The Lord, the God of Israel, said: “Go and tell King Zedekiah of Judah: This is what the Lord says: I will hand this city over to the king of Babylon, and he will burn it with fire. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:9; Jeremiah 38:18; 2 Chronicles 36:19

3 You will not escape from him but will surely be captured and handed over to him. You will see the king of Babylon with your own eyes and speak with him face to face. Then you will be taken to Babylon. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 32:4; 2 Kings 25:6; Ezekiel 12:13

4 Yet hear the word of the Lord, O Zedekiah king of Judah: This is what the Lord says concerning you —You will not die by the sword. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 38:17; Ezekiel 12:13; 2 Kings 25:7

5 You will die peacefully. People will mourn for you as they did for your fathers, the kings who ruled before you. They will burn incense in your honor and lament, saying, ‘Alas, lord!’ For I Myself have spoken this word, declares the Lord.” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 16:14; Jeremiah 22:18; 2 Kings 25:7

The Covenant of Freedom

6 Jeremiah the prophet told all this to Zedekiah in Jerusalem Cross References: Jeremiah 37:17; Jeremiah 38:14; Jeremiah 21:3

7 while the army of the king of Babylon was fighting against Jerusalem and the remaining fortified cities of Judah—Lachish and Azekah—the only strongholds left. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 11:9; 2 Kings 18:14; Micah 1:13

8 The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah after King Zedekiah made a covenant with all the people in Jerusalem to proclaim liberty to them. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:10; Isaiah 61:1; Nehemiah 5:8

9 Each man was to free his Hebrew male or female slave, so that no one should keep another Jew in bondage. 

 Cross References: Exodus 21:2; Deuteronomy 15:12; Leviticus 25:39

10 The officials and all the people who had entered into the covenant obeyed. They freed their male and female servants and no longer held them in bondage. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 5:12; 2 Chronicles 15:12; 2 Kings 23:3

11 But afterward they changed their minds. They took back the men and women they had set free and forced them into slavery again. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:5; 2 Peter 2:20; Proverbs 26:11

God Condemns Their Broken Covenant

12 Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah:

 Cross References: Jeremiah 33:19; Jeremiah 35:12; Ezekiel 3:16

13 “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: I made a covenant with your ancestors when I brought them out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. I said, Cross References: Exodus 19:5; Exodus 24:8; Deuteronomy 5:2

14 ‘Every seventh year each of you must free your fellow Hebrews who have sold themselves to you. 

After they have served you six years, you must let them go free.’ But your ancestors did not listen to Me or pay attention. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 15:1; Exodus 23:10; Nehemiah 10:31

15 Recently you repented and did what was right in My sight: you proclaimed freedom for your fellow countrymen. You even made a covenant before Me in the house that bears My name. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 23:3; 2 Chronicles 34:31; Nehemiah 9:38

16 But now you have turned back and dishonored My name. Each of you has taken back the men and women you had freed and forced them to be your slaves again. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 18:24; Zephaniah 1:6; Luke 9:62

God’s Judgment on the Covenant-Breakers

17 Therefore this is what the Lord says: You have not obeyed Me. You have not proclaimed freedom to your fellow Israelites. So now I proclaim ‘freedom’ for you—freedom to fall by the sword, by famine, and by plague. I will make you abhorrent to all the kingdoms of the earth. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 21:9; Jeremiah 24:10; Ezekiel 6:11

18 Those who have violated My covenant and have not fulfilled the terms of the covenant they made before Me—I will treat them like the calf they cut in two and walked between its pieces. 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:9; Genesis 15:17; Deuteronomy 29:12

19 The leaders of Judah and Jerusalem, the court officials, the priests, and all the people of the land who walked between the pieces of the calf—

 Cross References: Genesis 15:10; Genesis 15:18; Hebrews 6:13

20 I will hand them over to their enemies who seek their lives. Their dead bodies will become food for the birds of the air and the wild animals. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 7:33; Deuteronomy 28:26; 1 Kings 14:11

21 I will also hand over King Zedekiah of Judah and his officials to their enemies and to the army of the king of Babylon, which has withdrawn from you for now. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 37:5; Ezekiel 17:15; 2 Kings 25:6

22 I am going to command them to return to this city. They will attack it, capture it, and burn it down. I will make the towns of Judah desolate and without inhabitants.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 39:8; 2 Kings 25:9; Leviticus 26:33

Key Lessons from Jeremiah 34

•  God sees broken promises: The people freed their slaves but later re-enslaved them, breaking both God’s covenant and His heart (vv. 8–11, 15–16). 

•  Freedom matters to God: The law of release was a picture of God’s mercy, reminding Israel that they were once delivered from Egypt (v. 13–14). 

•  Breaking covenant brings judgment: Those who broke their vow to God faced sword, famine, and plague (vv. 17–20). 

•  God keeps His word even in judgment: Zedekiah would meet the Babylonian king face-to-face but would die in peace, as God declared (vv. 3–5). 

•  Liberty and justice are sacred: Oppression of others never goes unnoticed by God—He requires His people to walk in truth, justice, and mercy. 

Jeremiah 35 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Faithful Rechabites” 

The Test of the Rechabites

1 The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah during the reign of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah: Cross References: Jeremiah 36:1; Jeremiah 25:1; 2 Kings 23:36

2 “Go to the house of the Rechabites, invite them into one of the rooms of the Lord’s temple, and offer them wine to drink.” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:55; 2 Kings 10:15; Numbers 6:3

3 So I took Jaazaniah son of Jeremiah, the son of Habaziniah, along with his brothers, his sons, and the entire family of the Rechabites. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 2:55; 2 Kings 10:15; 2 Kings 10:23

4 I brought them into the house of the Lord, into the room of the sons of Hanan son of Igdaliah, a man of God. This room was next to the chamber of the officials and above the room of Maaseiah son of Shallum, the doorkeeper. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 9:19; 2 Chronicles 31:14; Nehemiah 12:25

5 I set pitchers full of wine and some cups before the Rechabites and said to them, “Drink some wine.” 

 Cross References: Proverbs 23:31; Daniel 1:8; Luke 1:15

Their Faithful Obedience

6 But they replied, “We do not drink wine. Jonadab son of Rechab, our ancestor, commanded us:

‘You and your descendants must never drink wine. 

 Cross References: Numbers 6:3; 1 Chronicles 2:55; Amos 2:12

7 You must not build houses, sow seed, or plant vineyards. You must not own any of these things. 

Instead, you must live in tents all your days so that you may live a long time in the land where you are strangers.’

 Cross References: Hebrews 11:9; Hebrews 11:13; Leviticus 25:23

8 We have obeyed everything Jonadab son of Rechab commanded us. Neither we, our wives, our sons, nor our daughters have drunk wine. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 5:16; Proverbs 6:20; Colossians 3:20

9 We have not built houses to live in nor owned vineyards, fields, or crops. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 11:9; Leviticus 25:23; Psalm 39:12

10 We have lived in tents and have fully obeyed all that our ancestor Jonadab commanded us. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 11:9; Genesis 4:20; Exodus 20:12

11 But when Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon invaded the land, we said, ‘Come, let us go to Jerusalem to escape the armies of the Babylonians and Arameans.’ So we have stayed in Jerusalem.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 4:5; 2 Kings 24:2; Jeremiah 8:14

God’s Rebuke to Judah

12 Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah:

 Cross References: Jeremiah 34:12; Jeremiah 36:1; Ezekiel 6:1

13 “This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Go and tell the people of Judah and those living in Jerusalem, ‘Will you not learn a lesson and obey my words? declares the Lord. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 7:28; Zephaniah 3:2; Jeremiah 32:33

14 The command that Jonadab son of Rechab gave his descendants—not to drink wine—has been kept. To this day they do not drink wine, because they obey their ancestor’s command. But I have spoken to you again and again, and you have not obeyed Me. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 7:13; Jeremiah 25:4; 2 Chronicles 36:15

15 I have sent all My servants the prophets to you again and again, saying, ‘Each of you must turn from your wicked ways and reform your actions; do not follow other gods to serve them. Then you will live in the land I have given to you and your ancestors.’ But you have not paid attention or listened to Me. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 25:5; 2 Kings 17:13; Zechariah 1:4

16 The descendants of Jonadab son of Rechab have carried out the command their ancestor gave them, but this people has not obeyed Me.’

 Cross References: Ezekiel 3:7; Matthew 12:41; Romans 2:14

17 Therefore this is what the Lord, the God of hosts, says: I am going to bring on Judah and on everyone living in Jerusalem every disaster I pronounced against them. I spoke to them, but they did not listen; I called to them, but they did not answer.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 25:8; Zechariah 7:13; Proverbs 1:24

God’s Blessing on the Rechabites

18 Then Jeremiah said to the family of the Rechabites, “This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: You have obeyed the command of your ancestor Jonadab and followed all his instructions and done everything he ordered. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:12; 1 Chronicles 2:55; Colossians 3:20

19 Therefore this is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Jonadab son of Rechab will never fail to have a descendant who serves Me.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 33:17; 1 Kings 2:4; 2 Samuel 7:16

Key Lessons from Jeremiah 35

•  Faithfulness in small things matters to God: The Rechabites honored their ancestor’s command for generations, and God noticed (vv. 6–10, 18–19). 

•  Obedience brings blessing: Because they kept their covenant, God promised Jonadab’s line would always have someone faithful before Him (v. 19). 

•  Israel’s shame in disobedience: The Rechabites’ loyalty to human tradition stood in contrast to Judah’s refusal to obey the living God (vv. 13–16). 

•  God rewards consistency: While Judah broke their vows, the Rechabites’ steadfastness became a living example of what true devotion looks like. 

•  Lesson for us today: If people can be faithful to earthly commands, how much more should we be faithful to the commands of God? 

Jeremiah 36 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Scroll Burned and Rewritten” 

God Commands Jeremiah to Write

1 In the fourth year of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah, the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah: Cross References: 2 Kings 24:1; Jeremiah 25:1; Jeremiah 45:1

2 “Take a scroll and write on it all the words I have spoken to you against Israel, Judah, and all the nations, from the time of Josiah until now. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 30:2; Isaiah 8:1; Habakkuk 2:2

3 Perhaps when the people of Judah hear of all the disaster I intend to bring upon them, each of them will turn from his evil ways. Then I will forgive their sin and iniquity.” 

 Cross References: Jonah 3:9; Jeremiah 26:3; Ezekiel 18:30

4 So Jeremiah called Baruch son of Neriah. And as Jeremiah dictated the words of the Lord, Baruch wrote them on a scroll. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 45:1; Jeremiah 32:12; Jeremiah 51:60

Baruch Reads the Scroll

5 Then Jeremiah said to Baruch, “I am confined and cannot go into the temple of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 33:1; Jeremiah 32:2; 2 Timothy 2:9

6 So you must go and read from the scroll, which you wrote at my dictation, the words of the Lord in the hearing of the people at the temple on a day of fasting. Read them also to all the people of Judah who come in from their towns. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 8:2; 2 Kings 23:2; Jonah 3:5

7 Perhaps they will humble themselves before the Lord and turn from their evil ways, for the Lord’s anger and wrath has been pronounced against this people.” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 7:14; Jonah 3:9; Zephaniah 2:3

8 So Baruch son of Neriah did everything Jeremiah the prophet told him to do. He read the words of the Lord from the scroll at the temple. 

 Cross References: Exodus 40:16; Genesis 6:22; Jeremiah 32:13

The Scroll Reported to the Officials

9 In the ninth month of the fifth year of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah, a fast before the Lord was proclaimed for all the people in Jerusalem and for those who had come from the towns of Judah. 

 Cross References: Joel 2:15; 2 Chronicles 20:3; Ezra 8:21

10 Baruch read from the scroll the words of Jeremiah in the house of the Lord, in the chamber of Gemariah son of Shaphan the secretary, in the upper courtyard at the entrance of the New Gate of the temple. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 26:10; 2 Kings 22:8; Jeremiah 29:3

11 When Micaiah son of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, heard all the words of the Lord from the scroll, 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 26:24; 2 Kings 22:12; Jeremiah 29:3

12 he went down to the secretary’s room in the royal palace, where all the officials were sitting—

Elishama the secretary, Delaiah son of Shemaiah, Elnathan son of Akbor, Gemariah son of Shaphan, Zedekiah son of Hananiah, and all the other officials. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 26:10; 2 Kings 22:12; Jeremiah 38:1

13 After Micaiah reported everything he had heard Baruch read, Cross References: 2 Kings 22:10; Jeremiah 26:11; Amos 7:10

14 the officials sent Jehudi son of Nethaniah to say to Baruch, “Bring the scroll from which you have read to the people, and come.” So Baruch went to them with the scroll in his hand. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 22:8; Jeremiah 26:21; Jeremiah 38:14

15 They said, “Sit down and read it to us.” So Baruch read it to them. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 8:3; Luke 4:16; 2 Kings 22:10

16 When they had heard all the words, they looked at each other in fear and said, “We must report all this to the king.” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 22:11; Acts 5:5; Isaiah 66:2

17 They asked Baruch, “Tell us, how did you write all this? Did Jeremiah dictate it?” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 45:1; 2 Peter 1:21; Habakkuk 2:2

18 Baruch answered, “Yes, he dictated all these words to me, and I wrote them in ink on the scroll.” 

 Cross References: 2 Corinthians 3:3; 3 John 1:13; Jeremiah 17:1

19 Then the officials said to Baruch, “You and Jeremiah must hide. Don’t let anyone know where you are.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 26:21; 1 Kings 18:4; Amos 5:13

The King Burns the Scroll

20 They put the scroll in the room of Elishama the secretary and went to the king in the courtyard to report everything. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 22:9; Jeremiah 26:21; Nehemiah 8:1

21 The king sent Jehudi to get the scroll. Jehudi brought it from the room of Elishama the secretary and read it aloud to the king and all the officials standing beside him. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 22:10; Nehemiah 8:3; Deuteronomy 31:11

22 The king was sitting in the winter house in the ninth month, with a fire burning in the brazier before him. 

 Cross References: Amos 3:15; Jeremiah 22:14; Ezekiel 8:1

23 Whenever Jehudi had read three or four columns, the king cut them off with a knife and threw them into the fire in the brazier, until the entire scroll was burned up. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 22:11; Jeremiah 51:63; Psalm 2:2

24 Neither the king nor his attendants showed any fear, nor did they tear their clothes in repentance when they heard all these words. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 22:11; Isaiah 66:2; Joel 2:13

25 Even though Elnathan, Delaiah, and Gemariah urged the king not to burn the scroll, he would not listen to them. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 26:22; Proverbs 29:1; 2 Chronicles 25:16

26 Instead, the king commanded Jerahmeel a son of the king, Seraiah son of Azriel, and Shelemiah son of Abdeel to arrest Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the prophet. But the Lord hid them. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 26:24; 1 Kings 18:4; Psalm 27:5

God Commands the Scroll to Be Rewritten

27 After the king burned the scroll containing the words that Baruch had written at Jeremiah’s dictation, the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah:

 Cross References: Isaiah 55:11; Matthew 24:35; 1 Peter 1:25

28 “Take another scroll and write on it all the words that were on the first scroll, which Jehoiakim king of Judah burned. 

 Cross References: Exodus 34:1; Isaiah 8:1; Habakkuk 2:2

29 Say to Jehoiakim king of Judah, ‘This is what the Lord says: You burned that scroll and said, 

“Why did you write on it that the king of Babylon would certainly come and destroy this land and cause both people and animals to perish?” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 22:18; 2 Kings 24:1; 2 Chronicles 36:6

30 Therefore this is what the Lord says about Jehoiakim king of Judah: He will have no one to sit on the throne of David. His body will be thrown out and exposed to the heat by day and the frost by night. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 24:6; Jeremiah 22:19; Ecclesiastes 6:3

31 I will punish him, his children, and his attendants for their wickedness. I will bring on them, those living in Jerusalem, and the people of Judah every disaster I pronounced against them, because they would not listen.’” 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:5; 2 Kings 24:2; Jeremiah 25:9

32 So Jeremiah took another scroll and gave it to Baruch son of Neriah, the scribe. And as Jeremiah dictated, Baruch wrote on it all the words of the scroll that Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire. And many similar words were added to them. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 30:8; Habakkuk 2:2; Deuteronomy 31:24

Key Lessons from Jeremiah 36

•  God’s Word cannot be destroyed: Though Jehoiakim burned the scroll, God simply had it rewritten with even more words (vv. 27–32). 

•  Rebellion leads to judgment: The king’s arrogance and contempt for God’s Word sealed his fate (vv. 23–31). 

•  The faithful preserve truth: Jeremiah dictated, Baruch wrote, and God ensured His message endured despite opposition (vv. 4, 32). 

•  Disobedience blinds hearts: Unlike Josiah who humbled himself at God’s Word, Jehoiakim scoffed and dismissed it (vv. 24–25). 

•  Encouragement for believers today: No matter how people resist God’s Word, His truth will always prevail. 

Jeremiah 37 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Zedekiah’s Secret Inquiry” 

Zedekiah Made King

1 Zedekiah son of Josiah became king of Judah. Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon made him king instead of Coniah son of Jehoiakim. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 24:17; 2 Chronicles 36:10; Jeremiah 22:24

2 But neither Zedekiah, nor his officials, nor the people of the land listened to the words the Lord spoke through the prophet Jeremiah. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 25:8; 2 Chronicles 36:12; Ezekiel 12:2

3 Yet King Zedekiah sent Jehucal son of Shelemiah and Zephaniah son of Maaseiah the priest to Jeremiah, saying, “Pray to the Lord our God for us.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 21:1; Jeremiah 38:1; Exodus 8:28

4 Jeremiah still moved about freely among the people, for he had not yet been put in prison. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 32:2; Jeremiah 26:24; Jeremiah 33:1

Pharaoh’s Army and the Chaldeans

5 Pharaoh’s army marched out of Egypt. When the Babylonians who were besieging Jerusalem heard this, they withdrew from the city. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 30:2; Ezekiel 17:15; 2 Kings 24:7

6 Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah:

 Cross References: Jeremiah 34:12; Jeremiah 32:26; Ezekiel 3:16

7 “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: Tell the king of Judah who sent you to inquire of Me, ‘Pharaoh’s army, which has marched out to help you, will return to its own land, to Egypt. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 31:1; Ezekiel 17:17; Lamentations 4:17

8 Then the Babylonians will come back, attack this city, capture it, and burn it down.’

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:1; Jeremiah 34:22; Jeremiah 39:8

9 “This is what the Lord says: Do not deceive yourselves, thinking, ‘The Babylonians will surely leave us.’ They will not! 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 29:8; Galatians 6:7; 1 Corinthians 15:33

10 Even if you were to defeat the entire Babylonian army that is fighting you, and only wounded men remained in their tents, they would still get up and burn this city down.” 

 Cross References: Amos 5:19; Isaiah 24:18; Ezekiel 17:17

Jeremiah Arrested

11 When the Babylonian army temporarily withdrew from Jerusalem because of Pharaoh’s army, Cross References: Ezekiel 17:15; Isaiah 36:6; 2 Kings 24:7

12 Jeremiah started to leave Jerusalem to go to the land of Benjamin to take care of some personal property there among the people. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 32:8; Jeremiah 1:1; Jeremiah 32:9

13 But when he reached the Benjamin Gate, the captain of the guard, Irijah son of Shelemiah, the son of Hananiah, arrested him and said, “You are deserting to the Babylonians!” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 38:19; Nehemiah 6:10; Matthew 26:59

14 Jeremiah replied, “That’s a lie! I am not deserting to the Babylonians.” But Irijah would not listen. 

He arrested Jeremiah and brought him to the officials. 

 Cross References: John 18:23; Amos 7:10; Psalm 27:12

15 They were angry with Jeremiah, beat him, and imprisoned him in the house of Jonathan the secretary, which had been turned into a prison. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 20:2; Acts 16:23; 2 Chronicles 16:10

16 Jeremiah was put into a vaulted cell in a dungeon, where he remained a long time. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 38:6; Genesis 40:15; Lamentations 3:53

Zedekiah’s Secret Inquiry

17 Later King Zedekiah sent for Jeremiah and had him brought to the palace, where he asked him privately, “Is there any word from the Lord?” 

Jeremiah answered, “Yes. You will be handed over to the king of Babylon.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 21:7; Jeremiah 34:3; Ezekiel 21:25

18 Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “What crime have I committed against you, your officials, or this people, that you have put me in prison? 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 20:1; John 18:23; 1 Samuel 26:18

19 Where are your prophets who prophesied to you, saying, ‘The king of Babylon will not attack you or this land’? 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 28:1; 1 Kings 22:11; Jeremiah 14:13

20 But now, my lord the king, please listen. I beg you, do not send me back to the house of Jonathan the secretary, or I will die there.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 38:26; Psalm 142:7; Lamentations 3:55

21 So King Zedekiah ordered that Jeremiah be kept in the courtyard of the guard and given a loaf of bread from the Bakers’ Street each day, until all the bread in the city was gone. So Jeremiah remained in the courtyard of the guard. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 32:2; Jeremiah 38:13; 1 Kings 22:27

Key Lessons from Jeremiah 37

•  Superficial religion is not enough: Zedekiah wanted Jeremiah’s prayers but did not obey God’s word (vv. 2–3). 

•  False hope brings ruin: Trusting in Pharaoh’s army was useless—God had decreed Babylon’s victory (vv. 5–10). 

•  Faithful witnesses may suffer: Jeremiah was falsely accused, beaten, and imprisoned for speaking God’s truth (vv. 13–16). 

•  God’s Word stands firm: No matter the political situation, His judgment through Babylon was certain (vv. 7–10, 17). 

•  God sustains His servants: Though confined, Jeremiah was preserved with daily bread until the siege famine grew worse (v. 21). 

Jeremiah 38 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Jeremiah in the Dungeon” 

Jeremiah Condemned by the Leaders

1 Shephatiah son of Mattan, Gedaliah son of Pashhur, Jucal son of Shelemiah, and Pashhur son of Malkijah heard Jeremiah speaking to all the people:

 Cross References: Jeremiah 20:1; Jeremiah 37:3; Amos 7:10

2 “This is what the Lord says: Whoever stays in this city will die by the sword, famine, or plague. 

But whoever goes over to the Babylonians will live; he will escape with his life and survive. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 21:9; Deuteronomy 30:19; Jeremiah 27:12

3 This city will certainly be given into the hands of the Babylonian army, and they will capture it.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 32:3; Jeremiah 34:2; Ezekiel 21:27

4 Then the officials said to the king, “This man must be put to death! He is discouraging the soldiers and the people by speaking such things to them. He is not seeking the good of this people but their ruin.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 26:11; 1 Kings 22:27; Amos 7:10

5 King Zedekiah said, “He is in your hands. I cannot oppose you.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 27:24; John 19:12; 1 Samuel 15:24

6 So they took Jeremiah and lowered him into the cistern of Malkijah, the king’s son, in the courtyard of the guard. They let him down with ropes. There was no water in the cistern, only mud, and Jeremiah sank into the mud. 

 Cross References: Genesis 37:24; Psalm 69:2; Lamentations 3:53

Ebed-Melech Intercedes

7 But Ebed-Melech, a Cushite official in the royal palace, heard that Jeremiah had been put into the cistern. While the king was sitting at the Benjamin Gate, 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 39:16; Acts 8:27; Esther 4:1

8 Ebed-Melech went out from the palace and said to him, 

 Cross References: James 2:17; Proverbs 24:11; Luke 10:33

9 “My lord the king, these men have acted wickedly in all they have done to Jeremiah the prophet. 

They have thrown him into a cistern, where he will starve to death, for there is no more bread in the city.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 37:20; Psalm 109:16; Proverbs 24:12

10 Then the king commanded Ebed-Melech the Cushite, “Take thirty men with you and lift Jeremiah the prophet out of the cistern before he dies.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:14; Psalm 40:2; Jeremiah 39:17

11 So Ebed-Melech took the men with him, went into the palace under the treasury, and got some old rags and worn-out clothes. He let them down with ropes to Jeremiah in the cistern. 

 Cross References: Acts 9:25; Joshua 2:15; Jeremiah 38:6

12 Ebed-Melech the Cushite said to Jeremiah, “Put these old rags under your arms to pad the ropes.” 

Jeremiah did so. 

 Cross References: Philippians 2:4; Genesis 41:42; Ephesians 4:32

13 And they pulled him up with ropes and lifted him out of the cistern. Jeremiah remained in the courtyard of the guard. 

 Cross References: Psalm 40:2; Psalm 30:1; Genesis 41:14

Zedekiah’s Secret Meeting

14 Later King Zedekiah sent for Jeremiah and had him brought to the third entrance of the house of the Lord. The king said to Jeremiah, “I am going to ask you something; do not hide anything from me.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 37:17; Joshua 7:19; 1 Samuel 3:17

15 Jeremiah said, “If I tell you the truth, will you not put me to death? And if I give you advice, you will not listen to me.” 

 Cross References: Amos 5:10; John 8:45; Luke 22:67

16 But King Zedekiah swore secretly to Jeremiah, “As surely as the Lord lives, who gave us life, I will not put you to death or hand you over to those who want to kill you.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 19:6; Jeremiah 42:5; Ezekiel 17:16

17 Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “This is what the Lord, the God of Hosts, the God of Israel, says: If you surrender to the officers of the king of Babylon, your life will be spared and this city will not be burned down; you and your family will live. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 21:9; Jeremiah 27:17; Jeremiah 27:12

18 But if you will not surrender to the officers of the king of Babylon, this city will be given into the hands of the Babylonians, and they will burn it down. You yourself will not escape from them.” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:9; Jeremiah 34:2; Jeremiah 39:8

19 King Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, “I am afraid of the Jews who have already gone over to the Babylonians. They may hand me over to them, and they will abuse me.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 15:24; John 12:42; Proverbs 29:25

20 Jeremiah replied, “They will not hand you over. Obey the Lord by doing what I tell you. Then it will go well with you, and your life will be spared. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 30:20; Proverbs 29:25; 1 Samuel 15:22

21 But if you refuse to surrender, this is what the Lord has revealed to me: Cross References: Jeremiah 21:10; Ezekiel 21:25; Amos 3:7

22 All the women left in the palace of the king of Judah will be brought out to the officials of the king of Babylon. Those women will say:

‘Your trusted friends misled you and overpowered you. Your feet are sunk in the mud; your friends have deserted you.’

 Cross References: Lamentations 1:2; Micah 7:5; Obadiah 1:7

23 All your wives and children will be brought out to the Babylonians. You will not escape from their hands but will be captured by the king of Babylon, and this city will be burned down.” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:6; Jeremiah 39:6; Lamentations 1:5

Jeremiah Ordered to Keep Silent

24 Then Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, “Do not let anyone know about this conversation, or you may die. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 38:27; John 3:2; Proverbs 29:25

25 If the officials hear that I spoke with you, and they come and say, ‘Tell us what you said to the king and what he said to you, do not hide it or we will kill you,’

 Cross References: Jeremiah 26:21; Acts 4:18; 1 Kings 19:2

26 then say to them, ‘I was presenting my request to the king that he would not send me back to Jonathan’s house to die there.’” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 37:20; Matthew 10:16; 1 Samuel 21:13

27 All the officials did come to Jeremiah and questioned him, and he answered them as the king had instructed. So they said nothing more, for no one had overheard the conversation. 

 Cross References: Matthew 10:16; Mark 12:17; Jeremiah 26:24

28 And Jeremiah remained in the courtyard of the guard until the day Jerusalem was captured. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 39:14; 2 Kings 25:2; Jeremiah 32:2

Key Lessons from Jeremiah 38

•  Truth is often unpopular: Jeremiah’s warning from God made him hated and nearly killed (vv. 2–6). 

•  God provides unexpected deliverance: A foreigner, Ebed-Melech, bravely rescued Jeremiah when no one else would (vv. 7–13). 

•  Leaders must choose obedience or destruction: Zedekiah feared men more than God, leading to disaster (vv. 17–23). 

•  Fear of people brings a snare: Zedekiah’s worry about being mocked caused him to reject the one path of safety (vv. 19–20). 

•  God’s Word will prevail: Whether believed or resisted, His Word comes to pass (vv. 18, 23, 28). 

Jeremiah 39 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Fall of Jerusalem” 

The City Falls

1 In the ninth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the tenth month, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon marched against Jerusalem with his whole army and laid siege to it. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 24:1; 2 Kings 25:1; Jeremiah 52:4

2 On the ninth day of the fourth month, in the eleventh year of Zedekiah, the city wall was broken through. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:3; Jeremiah 52:6; Lamentations 4:12

3 Then all the officials of the king of Babylon came and took their seats in the Middle Gate: Nergal-Sharezer of Samgar, Nebo-Sarsekim a chief officer, Nergal-Sharezer a high official, and all the other officials of the king of Babylon. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 1:15; Jeremiah 34:22; 2 Kings 25:4

The Capture of Zedekiah

4 When Zedekiah king of Judah and all the soldiers saw them, they fled and left the city at night through the king’s garden, by the gate between the two walls, and went toward the Arabah plain. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:4; Ezekiel 12:12; Jeremiah 52:7

5 But the Babylonian army pursued them and overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho. They captured him and took him to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon at Riblah in the land of Hamath, where he passed sentence on him. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:5; Ezekiel 12:13; Jeremiah 32:4

6 There at Riblah the king of Babylon slaughtered the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, as well as all the nobles of Judah. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:7; Ezekiel 17:16; Deuteronomy 28:41

7 Then he put out Zedekiah’s eyes and bound him with bronze chains to take him to Babylon. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 12:13; 2 Kings 25:7; Jeremiah 34:3

Jerusalem Destroyed

8 The Babylonians set fire to the royal palace and the houses of the people and broke down the walls of Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:9; 2 Chronicles 36:19; Micah 3:12

9 Nebuzaradan, the commander of the guard, carried into exile to Babylon the people who remained in the city, those who had gone over to him, and the rest of the survivors. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:11; Jeremiah 52:15; Lamentations 1:3

10 But Nebuzaradan left behind some of the poor people, who owned nothing, and at that time gave them vineyards and fields. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:12; Jeremiah 52:16; Isaiah 61:5

Jeremiah Spared

11 Now Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon gave orders about Jeremiah through Nebuzaradan the commander of the guard:

 Cross References: Jeremiah 15:11; Jeremiah 1:8; Psalm 91:14

12 “Take him and look after him. Do him no harm, but do for him whatever he asks.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 1:8; Jeremiah 15:20; Acts 27:3

13 So Nebuzaradan, along with Nebushazban a chief officer, Nergal-Sharezer a high official, and all the other officers of the king of Babylon, 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 40:2; 2 Kings 25:8; Jeremiah 52:12

14 sent and brought Jeremiah out of the courtyard of the guard. They turned him over to Gedaliah son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, to take him back to his home. So Jeremiah remained among his own people. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 38:13; Jeremiah 40:6; Genesis 40:4

God’s Word to Ebed-Melech

15 While Jeremiah was still confined in the courtyard of the guard, the word of the Lord came to him:

 Cross References: Jeremiah 38:7; Jeremiah 33:1; Ezekiel 3:16

16 “Go and tell Ebed-Melech the Cushite: ‘This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: I am about to fulfill my words against this city—disaster, not prosperity. They will be fulfilled before your eyes on that day. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 38:10; Isaiah 55:11; Deuteronomy 28:15

17 But I will rescue you on that day, declares the Lord; you will not be handed over to those you fear. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 1:8; Psalm 34:19; Daniel 3:17

18 I will save you; you will not fall by the sword but will escape with your life, because you trust in me,’ declares the Lord.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 21:9; Jeremiah 45:5; Psalm 37:40

Key Lessons from Jeremiah 39

•  God’s word is certain: Jerusalem fell exactly as Jeremiah had prophesied for years (vv. 1–2). 

•  Sin brings devastating consequences: Zedekiah’s rebellion led to his sons’ deaths, his own blindness, and exile (vv. 4–7). 

•  God remembers the faithful: Jeremiah was spared by God’s providence, even honored by foreign rulers (vv. 11–14). 

•  The lowly are lifted up: The poor of the land, ignored by the leaders, were granted vineyards and fields (v. 10). 

•  Faith in God protects: Ebed-Melech, the foreign eunuch who trusted the Lord, received a personal promise of deliverance (vv. 15–18). 

Jeremiah 40 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Gedaliah Appointed Governor” 

Jeremiah Freed at Ramah

1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord, after Nebuzaradan, the commander of the guard, had released him at Ramah. Jeremiah had been bound in chains along with all the captives of Jerusalem and Judah who were being taken to Babylon. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:22; Jeremiah 39:14; Isaiah 61:1

2 The captain of the guard took Jeremiah and said to him, “The Lord your God has pronounced this disaster upon this place. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 29:24; 2 Chronicles 36:16; Lamentations 2:17

3 Now the Lord has brought it about and done just as He said. All this happened because you people sinned against the Lord and did not obey His voice. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:15; Lamentations 1:18; 2 Chronicles 36:16

4 But now I am releasing you today from the chains on your hands. If you want to come with me to Babylon, come, and I will take good care of you. But if you prefer not to come, stay. The whole land is before you; go wherever you think best.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 39:12; Genesis 40:14; Isaiah 61:1

5 While Jeremiah had not yet decided, Nebuzaradan added, “Go back to Gedaliah son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, whom the king of Babylon has appointed governor over the cities of Judah. Stay with him among the people, or go anywhere you choose.” Then the commander gave him provisions and a gift and let him go. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 26:24; 2 Kings 22:12; 2 Kings 25:22

6 So Jeremiah went to Gedaliah son of Ahikam at Mizpah and stayed with him among the people who were left in the land. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:23; Jeremiah 26:24; Jeremiah 42:10

Gedaliah Made Governor

7 When all the army officers and their men who were still in the open country heard that the king of Babylon had appointed Gedaliah son of Ahikam as governor over the land and had put him in charge

of the men, women, children, and the poorest of the land who had not been carried into exile to Babylon, 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:23; Jeremiah 41:11; 2 Samuel 2:8

8 they came to Gedaliah at Mizpah. Among them were Ishmael son of Nethaniah, Johanan and Jonathan the sons of Kareah, Seraiah son of Tanhumeth, the sons of Ephai the Netophathite, and Jezaniah the Maacathite, along with their men. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:23; 2 Samuel 2:8; Jeremiah 41:1

9 Gedaliah son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, took an oath before them and their men, saying, “Do not be afraid to serve the Babylonians. Settle down in the land and serve the king of Babylon, and it will go well with you. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 27:12; 2 Kings 25:24; Romans 13:1

10 As for me, I will stay at Mizpah to represent you before the Babylonians who come to us. But you, gather wine, summer fruit, and oil, store them in your jars, and live in the towns you have taken over.” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:24; Deuteronomy 8:7; Jeremiah 39:10

The Exiles Return

11 When all the Jews living in Moab, Ammon, Edom, and in all the other countries heard that the king of Babylon had left a remnant in Judah and had appointed Gedaliah son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, as governor over them, 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:25; Deuteronomy 30:3; Isaiah 11:12

12 they all returned from the places where they had been scattered. They came back to the land of Judah, to Gedaliah at Mizpah, and gathered an abundance of wine and summer fruit. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 30:3; Isaiah 11:12; Zephaniah 3:20

A Plot Against Gedaliah

13 Meanwhile Johanan son of Kareah and all the army officers still in the field came to Gedaliah at Mizpah

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:23; Jeremiah 41:1; Proverbs 22:3

14 and warned him, “Do you know that Baalis king of the Ammonites has sent Ishmael son of Nethaniah to take your life?” But Gedaliah son of Ahikam did not believe them. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 41:2; 2 Samuel 3:27; Proverbs 26:24

15 Then Johanan son of Kareah said privately to Gedaliah at Mizpah, “Let me go and kill Ishmael son of Nethaniah. No one will know it. Why should he take your life and cause all the Jews who have gathered around you to be scattered, leaving the remnant of Judah to perish?” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 3:27; Judges 9:5; Proverbs 27:12

16 But Gedaliah son of Ahikam said to Johanan son of Kareah, “You must not do such a thing, for what you are saying about Ishmael is not true.” 

 Cross References: Proverbs 26:12; 2 Samuel 3:27; Jeremiah 41:2

Key Lessons from Jeremiah 40

•  God controls history: Even Babylon’s commander recognized that Judah’s fall was the direct result of disobedience to God (vv. 2–3). 

•  God preserves His servant: Jeremiah was spared and even given freedom and provision by his captors (vv. 4–6). 

•  Leadership requires trust in God’s plan: Gedaliah urged the people to stay in the land and live peacefully under Babylon, promising stability if they obeyed (vv. 9–10). 

•  Division and distrust bring danger: Despite warnings of betrayal, Gedaliah refused to believe the threat against his life—a decision that would soon bring tragedy (vv. 14–16). 

Jeremiah 41 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Murder of Gedaliah and Flight Toward Egypt” 

Gedaliah Murdered at Mizpah

1 In the seventh month, Ishmael son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama of the royal family, came to Mizpah with ten men. They ate a meal together with Gedaliah son of Ahikam at Mizpah. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:25; Psalm 55:13; Judges 3:20

2 Then Ishmael and the ten men with him rose up and struck down Gedaliah son of Ahikam, son of Shaphan, with the sword. Thus he killed the one whom the king of Babylon had appointed governor over the land. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:25; Psalm 55:21; 2 Samuel 20:9

3 Ishmael also killed all the Jews who were with Gedaliah at Mizpah, as well as the Babylonian soldiers who were found there. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:25; Ezekiel 33:27; 2 Samuel 20:10

Pilgrims Slaughtered

4 The day after Gedaliah was killed, before anyone knew what had happened, Cross References: Proverbs 4:16; Ecclesiastes 8:11; 2 Kings 25:25

5 eighty men arrived from Shechem, Shiloh, and Samaria. They had shaved their beards, torn their clothes, and cut themselves. They came with grain offerings and incense in their hands to bring to the house of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 19:28; Deuteronomy 14:1; Ezekiel 7:18

6 Ishmael son of Nethaniah went out from Mizpah to meet them, weeping as he went. When he met them, he said, “Come to Gedaliah son of Ahikam.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 55:21; 2 Samuel 20:9; Proverbs 26:24

7 But when they entered the city, Ishmael and his men slaughtered them and threw them into a cistern. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 20:10; Genesis 37:24; Psalm 7:15

8 However, ten of the men pleaded with Ishmael, saying, “Do not kill us, for we have stores of wheat, barley, oil, and honey hidden in the fields.” So he spared them and did not kill them with the others. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 13:8; 1 Kings 20:32; Esther 7:3

9 The cistern into which Ishmael had thrown the bodies of the men he had killed was the one King Asa had made as a defense against King Baasha of Israel. Ishmael filled it with the slain. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 15:22; 2 Chronicles 16:6; Psalm 7:15

Captives Taken

10 Then Ishmael carried away captive the rest of the people who were in Mizpah, including the king’s daughters and all who remained there—those whom Nebuzaradan, the captain of the guard, had entrusted to Gedaliah son of Ahikam. Ishmael took them as captives and set out to cross over to the Ammonites. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 40:7; 2 Kings 25:11; 1 Samuel 30:2

Johanan Rescues the Captives

11 When Johanan son of Kareah and all the army officers who were with him heard of the crimes Ishmael had committed, 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 40:13; Judges 20:1; 1 Samuel 11:7

12 they took their men and went to fight Ishmael son of Nethaniah. They caught up with him near the great pool at Gibeon. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 30:8; Joshua 10:9; 2 Samuel 2:13

13 When the people who were with Ishmael saw Johanan and the army officers, they rejoiced. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 2:13; 1 Samuel 30:18; Psalm 124:7

14 Then all the people Ishmael had carried away from Mizpah turned and went over to Johanan son of Kareah. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 30:19; Psalm 124:7; 2 Chronicles 30:11

15 But Ishmael son of Nethaniah escaped from Johanan with eight men and fled to the Ammonites. 

 Cross References: Genesis 4:16; 1 Samuel 22:20; Amos 9:1

The People Plan to Flee to Egypt

16 Then Johanan son of Kareah and the army officers who were with him gathered up all the survivors from Mizpah—those whom Ishmael had taken captive after killing Gedaliah son of Ahikam. This included the men of war, the women, the children, and the eunuchs, whom they brought back from Gibeon. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:26; Numbers 14:4; 1 Samuel 30:18

17 They went on and stayed at Geruth Kimham, near Bethlehem, on their way to go into Egypt, Cross References: Genesis 35:19; Ruth 1:1; 2 Kings 25:26

18 because they were afraid of the Babylonians. For Ishmael son of Nethaniah had murdered Gedaliah son of Ahikam, whom the king of Babylon had appointed governor over the land. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:26; Deuteronomy 17:16; Numbers 14:4

Key Lessons from Jeremiah 41

•  Betrayal brings ruin: Ishmael’s treachery destroyed the fragile peace left in Judah, turning a hopeful remnant into chaos (vv. 1–3). 

•  False appearances deceive: Ishmael met the pilgrims with tears but lured them to death, showing the danger of hypocrisy and hidden evil (vv. 5–7). 

•  God still preserves a remnant: Even in tragedy, some captives were spared and later rescued through Johanan’s intervention (vv. 13–16). 

•  Fear leads to poor decisions: Instead of trusting God’s plan, the people began moving toward Egypt, a place the Lord had warned against (vv. 17–18). 

Jeremiah 42 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Remnant Seeks Counsel But Rejects God’s Warning” 

The Remnant Asks Jeremiah to Pray

1 Then all the army officers, Johanan son of Kareah, Jezaniah son of Hoshaiah, and all the people from the least to the greatest approached Jeremiah. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 30:8; Judges 20:18; Numbers 27:21

2 They said to him, “Please hear our request and pray to the Lord your God for us, for we are only a small remnant left from many, as you can see. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 12:19; Exodus 32:11; Genesis 18:23

3 Ask the Lord your God to show us the way we should go and what we should do.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 25:4; Proverbs 3:5; Jeremiah 10:23

4 Jeremiah the prophet said, “I have heard you. I will indeed pray to the Lord your God as you have asked, and I will declare to you everything He says. I will not hold anything back from you.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 23:26; 1 Kings 22:14; Jeremiah 26:2

5 And they replied to Jeremiah, “May the Lord be a true and faithful witness against us if we do not act according to everything the Lord your God sends you to tell us. 

 Cross References: Joshua 24:22; Deuteronomy 30:19; Genesis 31:50

6 Whether it is pleasant or unpleasant, we will obey the voice of the Lord our God, to whom we are sending you. It will go well with us if we obey the voice of the Lord our God.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 24:3; Deuteronomy 5:27; Joshua 24:24

God’s Answer Comes After Ten Days

7 After ten days, the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah. 

 Cross References: Habakkuk 2:1; 1 Samuel 3:10; Numbers 22:19

8 He called Johanan son of Kareah, all the army officers, and all the people from the least to the greatest, 

 Cross References: Acts 10:33; 1 Kings 22:9; Exodus 35:1

9 and said to them, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says, to whom you sent me to present your plea:

 Cross References: Numbers 22:38; Jeremiah 1:9; Deuteronomy 18:18

10 If you stay in this land, I will build you up and not tear you down. I will plant you and not uproot you, for I have relented of the disaster I had planned. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 1:10; Jeremiah 24:6; Jeremiah 18:9

11 Do not be afraid of the king of Babylon, of whom you are afraid. Do not fear him, declares the Lord, for I am with you to save you and to deliver you from his hand. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 41:10; Deuteronomy 20:1; Jeremiah 1:8

12 I will show you compassion, so that he will have compassion on you and restore you to your land.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 43:14; Psalm 106:46; Nehemiah 1:11

A Warning Against Egypt

13 “But if you say, ‘We will not stay in this land,’ and you disobey the Lord your God, Cross References: Deuteronomy 30:17; Jeremiah 7:23; 1 Samuel 15:23

14 saying, ‘No, we will go to the land of Egypt, where we will not see war or hear the sound of the trumpet or be hungry for bread, and there we will live’—

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 17:16; Numbers 14:3; Isaiah 30:2

15 then hear the word of the Lord, O remnant of Judah. This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: If you are determined to go to Egypt and settle there, 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:68; Isaiah 31:1; Hosea 8:13

16 then the sword you fear will overtake you there, and the famine you dread will follow you into Egypt, and there you will die. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:68; Amos 9:4; Leviticus 26:36

17 All who are determined to go and live in Egypt will die by the sword, famine, and plague. None of them will escape or survive the disaster I will bring upon them. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:21; Ezekiel 6:11; Jeremiah 24:10

18 For this is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: As My anger and wrath have been poured out on those who lived in Jerusalem, so will My wrath be poured out on you when you go to Egypt. You will become a curse, an object of horror, a curse and reproach, and you will never see this land again.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 29:23; Jeremiah 25:18; 2 Chronicles 29:8

Their Hypocrisy Exposed

19 “The Lord has said to you, O remnant of Judah, ‘Do not go to Egypt.’ You must know for certain that I am warning you today. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 17:16; Hosea 8:13; Numbers 14:4

20 For you deceived yourselves when you sent me to the Lord your God, saying, ‘Pray for us to the Lord our God, and tell us everything the Lord our God says, and we will do it.’

 Cross References: Jeremiah 17:9; Obadiah 1:3; Galatians 6:7

21 But today I have told you, and you still have not obeyed the voice of the Lord your God in anything He sent me to say to you. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 15:19; Deuteronomy 8:20; Zephaniah 3:2

22 Therefore know for certain that you will die by the sword, famine, and plague in the very place where you desire to go and live.” 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 6:12; Amos 9:4; Leviticus 26:36

Key Lessons from Jeremiah 42

•  Be sincere in seeking God’s guidance: The people pretended to want God’s direction, but their hearts were already set on Egypt (vv. 1–6, 20). 

•  God’s timing tests patience: Jeremiah waited ten days before receiving God’s answer, showing that we must wait on the Lord instead of rushing into our own plans (v. 7). 

•  Obedience brings security: God promised to protect and bless His people if they stayed in the land and trusted Him (vv. 10–12). 

•  Disobedience brings destruction: Choosing Egypt—the easy way—would only lead to the very sword and famine they hoped to escape (vv. 13–18). 

•  God sees through empty promises: Saying “we will obey” means nothing if the heart is already rebellious (vv. 19–22). 

Jeremiah 43 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Rebellion in Egypt” 

The People Accuse Jeremiah of Lying

1 When Jeremiah had finished speaking to all the people every word the Lord their God had sent him to declare, 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 26:8; Deuteronomy 32:45; Ezekiel 3:10

2 Azariah son of Hoshaiah, Johanan son of Kareah, and all the arrogant men said to Jeremiah, “You are lying! The Lord our God has not sent you to say, ‘Do not go to Egypt to settle there.’

 Cross References: Jeremiah 20:1; 1 Kings 22:8; Jeremiah 26:11

3 It is Baruch son of Neriah who is inciting you against us, to deliver us into the hands of the Babylonians, so they may kill us or carry us into exile in Babylon.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 37:13; Jeremiah 38:4; Amos 7:10

4 So Johanan son of Kareah, all the army officers, and all the people disobeyed the voice of the Lord by refusing to stay in the land of Judah. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 15:24; Numbers 14:22; Nehemiah 9:16

The People Drag Jeremiah and Baruch into Egypt

5 Instead, Johanan son of Kareah and all the army officers took the entire remnant of Judah—those who had returned from all the nations where they had been scattered to live in the land of Judah—

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:26; Jeremiah 41:17; Hosea 9:3

6 including the men, women, children, the king’s daughters, and every person Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard had left with Gedaliah son of Ahikam, son of Shaphan, as well as Jeremiah the prophet and Baruch son of Neriah. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 40:7; 2 Kings 25:26; Jeremiah 39:14

7 They did not obey the voice of the Lord. They went into Egypt, arriving at Tahpanhes. 

 Cross References: Hosea 9:3; Isaiah 30:2; Deuteronomy 28:68

Jeremiah Prophesies in Egypt

8 Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah in Tahpanhes:

 Cross References: Jeremiah 1:4; Ezekiel 30:20; Ezekiel 33:21

9 “Take some large stones in your hands and bury them in the clay in the brick pavement at the entrance of Pharaoh’s palace in Tahpanhes, in full view of the people of Judah. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 4:1; Ezekiel 12:3; Isaiah 20:2

10 Then say to them, ‘This is what the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, says: I am going to send for My servant Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and I will set his throne over these stones I have buried here. He will spread his royal canopy above them. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 29:19; Ezekiel 30:10; Daniel 2:37

11 He will come and strike the land of Egypt—those destined for death to death, those for captivity to captivity, and those for the sword to the sword. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 30:24; Ezekiel 21:19; Zechariah 11:9

12 I will set fire to the temples of Egypt’s gods; he will burn them down and carry the idols away. He will wrap Egypt around him like a shepherd puts on his cloak, and he will leave there in peace. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 30:13; Isaiah 19:1; Ezekiel 6:4

13 He will break the sacred pillars of Beth Shemesh in Egypt, and burn the temples of the gods of Egypt with fire.’” 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 30:17; Isaiah 19:18; 2 Kings 23:5

Key Lessons from Jeremiah 43

•  Pride blinds people to God’s truth: The leaders accused Jeremiah of lying rather than accepting the word of the Lord (vv. 2–3). 

•  Disobedience hardens rebellion: Even after promising to obey God in chapter 42, the people dragged Jeremiah and Baruch into Egypt against God’s command (vv. 4–7). 

•  God’s authority is unshakable: By burying stones at Pharaoh’s palace, Jeremiah gave a prophetic sign that Nebuchadnezzar’s throne would be established even in Egypt (vv. 8–10). 

•  False gods cannot save: The Lord declared that the idols and temples of Egypt would be destroyed by fire (vv. 12–13). 

•  God’s word always prevails: Even in foreign lands, God directs history according to His plan. 

Jeremiah 44 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Judgment on the Jews in Egypt” 

God Rebukes the Jews in Egypt

1 The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the Jews living in Egypt—at Migdol, Tahpanhes, Memphis, and Pathros:

 Cross References: Ezekiel 29:10; Exodus 14:2; Isaiah 19:13

2 “This is what the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, says: You have seen all the disaster I brought on Jerusalem and all the towns of Judah. They lie in ruins and no one lives there today. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 25:18; 2 Kings 25:9; Lamentations 1:1

3 It happened because of the evil they committed—provoking Me to anger by burning incense and serving other gods, gods neither they nor their ancestors had ever known. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:17; 2 Kings 22:17; Jeremiah 19:4

4 I sent My servants the prophets to you again and again, saying: ‘Do not do this detestable thing that I hate!’

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 36:15; Jeremiah 7:25; Zechariah 1:4

5 But you would not listen or turn from your wickedness; you kept burning incense to other gods. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 36:16; Jeremiah 7:26; Nehemiah 9:29

6 So My fierce anger was poured out, and it blazed in the towns of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem, leaving them ruined and deserted, as they are today. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 36:16; Jeremiah 7:20; Lamentations 4:11

Warning Against Idolatry in Egypt

7 “Now this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: Why are you bringing such great harm on yourselves—cutting off man and woman, child and infant from Judah—leaving yourselves without a remnant? 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 30:19; Ezekiel 18:31; Jeremiah 21:8

8 Why do you provoke Me to anger by burning incense to the gods of Egypt, where you have come to live? You are bringing ruin on yourselves, becoming an object of cursing and reproach among the nations of the earth. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 31:29; Isaiah 65:3; Psalm 106:29

9 Have you forgotten the sins of your ancestors, the sins of Judah’s kings and their wives, your own sins and the sins of your wives, which they committed in Judah and the streets of Jerusalem? 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 21:11; Ezra 9:7; Nehemiah 9:34

10 To this day you have not humbled yourselves or shown reverence. You have not lived according to My law and decrees I set before you and your ancestors. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 17:13; Ezekiel 20:18; Psalm 78:8

11 Therefore this is what the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, says: I am determined to bring disaster on you and wipe out all Judah. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 21:10; Leviticus 26:17; Amos 9:8

12 I will take the remnant of Judah who insisted on going to Egypt to settle there, and they will all perish. They will fall by the sword and famine—from the least to the greatest. They will become a curse and an object of horror and scorn. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 42:22; Ezekiel 5:12; Zephaniah 2:9

13 I will punish those in Egypt just as I punished Jerusalem—with sword, famine, and plague. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 21:9; Ezekiel 14:21; 2 Samuel 24:13


•  Sacred service requires sacred garments – The priests’ garments represented holiness. 

Likewise, we must put off the old and put on the new life in Christ when serving God (v. 14; cf. 

Eph. 4:24). 

Ezekiel 43 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Glory of the Lord Returns” 

The Return of God’s Glory

1 Afterward he brought me to the gate, the gate that faces east. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 40:6; Ezekiel 8:16; Psalm 24:7

2 And behold, the glory of the God of Israel was coming from the east. His voice was like the roar of many waters, and the earth shone with His glory. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 1:24; Ezekiel 10:4; Revelation 1:15

3 The vision I saw was like the vision I had seen when He came to destroy the city, and like the visions I saw by the river Chebar; and I fell on my face. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 1:1; Ezekiel 11:23; Ezekiel 10:15

4 The glory of the Lord entered the temple by the gate facing east. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 44:2; 1 Kings 8:10; Haggai 2:9

5 Then the Spirit lifted me up and brought me into the inner court; and behold, the glory of the Lord filled the house. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 3:12; Ezekiel 10:18; 2 Chronicles 5:14

God’s Dwelling Forever

6 While the man was standing beside me, I heard One speaking to me from within the temple. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 2:2; Ezekiel 40:3; Daniel 10:11

7 And He said to me: “Son of man, this is the place of My throne and the place of the soles of My feet, where I will dwell in the midst of the children of Israel forever. No more shall the house of Israel defile My holy name—neither they nor their kings—by their harlotry or by the lifeless bodies of their kings at their high places. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 37:26; Exodus 25:22; Revelation 21:3

8 By setting their threshold beside My threshold and their doorpost beside My doorpost, with only a wall between Me and them, they defiled My holy name by the abominations they committed. 

Therefore I consumed them in My anger. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 21:4; Jeremiah 7:30; Leviticus 26:30

9 Now let them put away their harlotry and the lifeless bodies of their kings far from Me, and I will dwell in their midst forever.” 

 Cross References: Hosea 2:2; Isaiah 57:7; Jeremiah 3:2

The Law of the House

10 “Son of man, describe the temple to the house of Israel, that they may be ashamed of their sins; let them measure the plan. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 16:61; Isaiah 43:26; Ezra 9:6

11 And if they are ashamed of all they have done, make known to them the design of the temple—its arrangement, its exits and entrances, its entire form, all its statutes, its laws—and write it down before them so they may keep all its design and all its ordinances, and do them. 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:9; Ezekiel 40:4; Deuteronomy 4:5

12 This is the law of the temple: The whole territory on top of the mountain all around shall be most holy. Behold, this is the law of the temple.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 2:2; Zechariah 14:20; Joel 3:17

The Altar Measurements

13 “These are the measurements of the altar in cubits (the cubit being a cubit and a handbreadth): The base shall be one cubit high and one cubit wide, with a rim of one span around its edge. This shall be its base. 

 Cross References: Exodus 27:1; 2 Chronicles 4:1; Ezekiel 40:5

14 From the base on the ground to the lower ledge shall be two cubits, and the width one cubit; from the smaller ledge to the larger ledge shall be four cubits, and the width one cubit. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 6:2; 2 Chronicles 6:13; Exodus 20:26

15 The altar hearth shall be four cubits high, and from the altar hearth upward there shall be four horns. 

 Cross References: Exodus 27:2; Leviticus 4:7; Psalm 118:27

16 The altar hearth shall be twelve cubits long by twelve wide, square on its four sides. 

 Cross References: Exodus 27:1; 2 Chronicles 4:1; Revelation 11:1

17 The ledge shall be fourteen cubits long and fourteen wide, with a border of half a cubit around it, and its base shall be one cubit. Its steps shall face east.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:26; 1 Kings 10:19; Ezekiel 40:22

The Altar Consecration

18 Then He said to me: “Son of man, thus says the Lord God: These are the ordinances for the altar on the day it is built, for offering burnt offerings upon it and for sprinkling blood on it. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 8:15; Exodus 29:36; Leviticus 1:9

19 You shall give to the Levitical priests of the family of Zadok, who draw near to Me to minister to Me, a young bull for a sin offering, declares the Lord God. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 40:46; Numbers 3:3; Leviticus 4:3

20 You shall take some of its blood and put it on the four horns of the altar, on the four corners of the ledge, and on the border all around. Thus you shall cleanse it and make atonement for it. 

 Cross References: Exodus 29:12; Leviticus 8:15; Leviticus 16:18

21 You shall take the bull of the sin offering and burn it in the appointed place of the temple, outside the sanctuary. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 4:12; Leviticus 16:27; Hebrews 13:11

22 On the second day you shall offer a male goat without blemish for a sin offering, and they shall cleanse the altar as they cleansed it with the bull. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 9:3; Numbers 28:22; Leviticus 4:23

23 When you have finished cleansing it, you shall offer a young bull without blemish and a ram from the flock without blemish. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 1:3; Leviticus 9:2; Numbers 6:14

24 You shall present them before the Lord, and the priests shall sprinkle salt on them and offer them up as a burnt offering to the Lord. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 2:13; Numbers 18:19; Leviticus 1:9

25 For seven days you shall provide a goat daily for a sin offering; also a young bull and a ram from the flock, without blemish, shall be provided. 

 Cross References: Exodus 29:37; Leviticus 8:33; Numbers 7:12

26 For seven days they shall make atonement for the altar and purify it, and so consecrate it. 

 Cross References: Exodus 29:37; Leviticus 8:34; 2 Chronicles 7:9

27 When these days are completed, from the eighth day onward the priests shall offer your burnt offerings and your peace offerings on the altar; and I will accept you, declares the Lord God.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 9:24; 1 Kings 8:64; Leviticus 1:4

Key Lessons from Ezekiel 43

•  God’s glory will return – Though His glory once departed, it will one day return to dwell with His people forever (vv. 1–5). 

•  Holiness is required for God’s dwelling – Israel must remove sin and idolatry to welcome God’s presence (vv. 6–9). 

•  The temple is a teaching tool – Its design is meant to show God’s order, laws, and holiness, leading the people to repentance (vv. 10–12). 

•  The altar requires cleansing – Sacrifice and consecration point to the ultimate sacrifice of Christ, who purifies the altar of our hearts (vv. 13–26). 

•  God’s acceptance is the goal – After consecration, God promises, “I will accept you” (v. 

27)— a preview of the gospel fulfilled in Christ. 

Ezekiel 44 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Holiness of the Temple and the Priesthood” 

The Shut Gate for the Lord

1 Then he brought me back by way of the outer gate of the sanctuary that faces east; but it was shut. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 40:6; Ezekiel 43:1; Ezekiel 46:1

2 The Lord said to me: “This gate shall remain shut. It shall not be opened, and no one shall enter by it, for the Lord, the God of Israel, has entered by it. Therefore it shall remain shut. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 43:4; Exodus 3:5; Psalm 118:20

3 Only the prince may sit in it to eat bread before the Lord. He shall enter by way of the porch of the gate and shall go out the same way.” 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 46:2; 2 Samuel 9:7; 1 Kings 2:7

The Glory of the Lord in the Temple

4 Then he brought me by way of the north gate to the front of the temple. And I looked, and behold, the glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord, and I fell on my face. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 43:5; Ezekiel 10:4; 1 Kings 8:11

5 The Lord said to me: “Son of man, pay attention, look with your eyes and hear with your ears all that I say concerning the statutes of the temple of the Lord and all its laws. Pay close attention to the entrance of the temple and all the exits of the sanctuary.” 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 40:4; Exodus 25:40; 1 Chronicles 28:19

Rebuke for Defiling the Temple

6 “Say to the rebellious house of Israel: ‘Thus says the Lord God: Enough of all your abominations! 

 Cross References: Isaiah 1:11; Amos 5:21; Jeremiah 7:9

7 In that you brought foreigners, uncircumcised in heart and flesh, into My sanctuary to profane it—My house—when you offered My food, the fat and the blood. You broke My covenant with all your abominations. 

 Cross References: Numbers 18:4; Leviticus 22:25; Ezekiel 22:26

8 You have not kept charge of My holy things, but instead appointed others to keep charge in My sanctuary for you.’

 Cross References: Numbers 3:38; 1 Chronicles 23:32; Numbers 18:5

9 Thus says the Lord God: ‘No foreigner, uncircumcised in heart or in flesh, shall enter My sanctuary

—not even foreigners living among the people of Israel.’” 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:48; Numbers 18:4; Ezekiel 44:7

Levites Who Went Astray

10 “But the Levites who went far from Me when Israel went astray, who strayed from Me after their idols, shall bear their punishment. 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:12; 2 Chronicles 29:34; Ezekiel 48:11

11 They shall be ministers in My sanctuary, having oversight at the gates of the temple and ministering in the temple. They shall slaughter the burnt offerings and sacrifices for the people, and they shall stand before them to minister. 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:6; Numbers 18:2; 2 Chronicles 29:34

12 Because they ministered before their idols and led the house of Israel into sin, therefore I have sworn with uplifted hand against them, declares the Lord God, that they shall bear their iniquity. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 44:10; Judges 17:5; Hosea 4:6

13 They shall not come near to Me to serve as priests before Me, nor come near any of My holy things or My most holy place. They shall bear their shame for the abominations they have committed. 

 Cross References: Numbers 18:3; Ezekiel 40:46; Hebrews 5:4

14 Yet I will appoint them to be in charge of the temple, for all its work and for everything to be done in it.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 3:7; 1 Chronicles 23:28; Numbers 18:6

The Sons of Zadok

15 “But the Levitical priests, the sons of Zadok, who kept charge of My sanctuary when the people of Israel went astray from Me, they shall come near to Me to minister before Me. They shall stand before Me to offer the fat and the blood, declares the Lord God. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 40:46; 1 Kings 2:35; 1 Samuel 2:35

16 They shall enter My sanctuary, and they shall approach My table to minister to Me, and they shall keep My charge.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 18:7; Leviticus 24:6; 1 Samuel 21:6

Priestly Regulations

17 “When they enter the gates of the inner court, they shall wear linen garments. No wool shall be on them while they minister at the gates or inside. 

 Cross References: Exodus 28:43; Ezekiel 42:14; Leviticus 16:4

18 They shall wear linen turbans on their heads and linen undergarments on their loins. They shall not gird themselves with anything that causes sweat. 

 Cross References: Exodus 28:40; Leviticus 16:4; Exodus 28:42

19 When they go out into the outer court to the people, they shall take off the garments in which they minister and leave them in the holy chambers. Then they shall put on other garments so they do not transfer holiness to the people with their garments. 

 Cross References: Exodus 28:43; Leviticus 6:11; Ezekiel 42:14

20 They shall not shave their heads nor let their hair grow long, but they shall keep their hair trimmed. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 21:5; Deuteronomy 14:1; Leviticus 19:27

21 No priest shall drink wine when he enters the inner court. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 10:9; Luke 1:15; 1 Timothy 3:3

22 They shall not marry a widow or a divorced woman, but only a virgin of the offspring of the house of Israel, or a widow of a priest. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 21:7; Leviticus 21:14; Leviticus 21:13

23 They shall teach My people the difference between the holy and the common, and show them how to distinguish between the unclean and the clean. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 10:10; Malachi 2:7; Deuteronomy 33:10

24 In cases of dispute, they shall stand as judges and judge according to My judgments. They shall keep My laws and statutes in all My appointed feasts, and they shall keep My Sabbaths holy. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 17:8; Deuteronomy 19:17; Numbers 28:2

25 They shall not defile themselves by going near a dead person, except for father, mother, son, daughter, brother, or sister who has had no husband. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 21:1; Numbers 19:11; Leviticus 21:11

26 After he is cleansed, seven days shall be counted for him. 

 Cross References: Numbers 19:12; Numbers 19:19; Numbers 19:11

27 And on the day he goes into the sanctuary, into the inner court, to minister in the sanctuary, he shall offer his sin offering, declares the Lord God.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 4:3; Numbers 8:8; Leviticus 9:7

The Inheritance of the Priests

28 “This shall be their inheritance: I am their inheritance. You shall give them no possession in Israel; I am their possession. 

 Cross References: Numbers 18:20; Deuteronomy 18:1; Joshua 13:14

29 They shall eat the grain offering, the sin offering, and the guilt offering; and every devoted thing in Israel shall be theirs. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 6:16; Numbers 18:9; Leviticus 27:21

30 The first of all the firstfruits of everything, and every contribution of all, from all your offerings, shall belong to the priests. You shall also give to the priest the first of your dough, that a blessing may rest on your house. 

 Cross References: Exodus 23:19; Numbers 15:20; Deuteronomy 26:2

31 The priests shall not eat any bird or beast that has died naturally or been torn by wild animals.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 22:31; Leviticus 22:8; Leviticus 17:15

Key Lessons from Ezekiel 44

•  The holiness of God’s presence requires separation – The eastern gate is shut because the Lord Himself entered through it (vv. 1–3). 

•  God demands pure worship – Foreigners and the uncircumcised in heart were forbidden to minister in His sanctuary (vv. 6–9). 

•  Sin disqualifies from higher service – The Levites who went astray could serve in minor roles but could not approach God’s altar (vv. 10–14). 

•  Faithfulness brings greater privilege – The sons of Zadok, who remained loyal, were given the honor of serving directly before God (vv. 15–16). 

•  Priests are called to holiness – Their dress, conduct, marriages, teaching, and judgments all had to reflect God’s holiness (vv. 17–27). 

•  God Himself is their inheritance – True priests find their portion not in land or possessions, but in the Lord alone (vv. 28–31). 

Ezekiel 45 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Lord’s Portion, the Prince, and the Feasts” 

The Holy Portion of the Land

1 “When you divide the land by lot as an inheritance, you shall set apart a holy portion for the Lord: twenty-five thousand cubits long and ten thousand cubits wide. The whole area shall be holy within its borders. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:55; Joshua 14:2; Ezekiel 48:9

2 Of this, there shall be an area for the sanctuary: five hundred cubits square, with a fifty-cubit open space around it. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 42:20; Ezekiel 48:10; 1 Kings 6:20

3 In this holy allotment of land, a portion measuring twenty-five thousand by ten thousand cubits shall contain the sanctuary, the Most Holy Place. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 41:4; Ezekiel 48:10; Numbers 4:19

4 This holy portion shall belong to the priests, the ministers of the sanctuary who draw near to serve the Lord. It will be for their houses as well as the sanctuary. 

 Cross References: Numbers 35:2; Joshua 21:2; Ezekiel 48:10

5 Another section, twenty-five thousand by ten thousand cubits, shall be for the Levites who serve in the temple. This shall be their possession for their chambers. 

 Cross References: Numbers 35:2; Joshua 21:3; Ezekiel 48:13

The City Portion and the Prince’s Land

6 “You shall also designate as the city’s possession an area five thousand cubits wide and twenty-five thousand long, alongside the holy portion. It shall belong to all Israel. 

 Cross References: Numbers 35:6; Ezekiel 48:15; Joshua 20:2

7 The prince shall have land on both sides of the holy allotment and the city’s property, extending westward to the western border and eastward to the eastern border. Its length shall match the tribal portions from the west border to the east border. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 48:21; Ezekiel 34:24; 1 Samuel 8:14

8 This land shall be his possession in Israel. My princes shall no longer oppress My people, but they shall give the rest of the land to the tribes of Israel.” 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 46:18; 1 Kings 21:19; Micah 2:2

Call for Justice

9 Thus says the Lord God: “Enough, O princes of Israel! Put an end to violence and oppression. 

Execute justice and righteousness. Stop seizing from My people, declares the Lord God. 

 Cross References: Micah 3:1; Isaiah 1:17; Jeremiah 22:3

10 You shall have honest scales, a just ephah, and a just bath. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 19:36; Proverbs 11:1; Deuteronomy 25:15

11 The ephah and the bath shall have the same measure: a tenth of a homer. The homer shall be the standard measure. 

 Cross References: Exodus 16:36; Leviticus 27:16; Ezekiel 45:14

12 The shekel shall be twenty gerahs. Twenty shekels, twenty-five shekels, and fifteen shekels shall equal one maneh.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 30:13; Leviticus 27:25; Numbers 3:47

The Required Offerings

13 “This is the contribution you shall present: a sixth of an ephah from each homer of wheat, and a sixth of an ephah from each homer of barley. 

 Cross References: Numbers 18:26; Nehemiah 10:37; Leviticus 27:30

14 The prescribed portion of oil shall be one-tenth of a bath from each cor (ten baths = one homer). 

 Cross References: Leviticus 27:16; 1 Kings 5:11; Numbers 15:4

15 And one sheep out of every two hundred from the pastures of Israel shall be given for grain offerings, burnt offerings, and peace offerings—to make atonement for them, declares the Lord God. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 27:32; Numbers 15:5; Leviticus 1:2

16 All the people of the land shall give this contribution to the prince in Israel. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 45:22; Numbers 15:3; Deuteronomy 12:6

17 It will be the duty of the prince to provide the burnt offerings, grain offerings, and drink offerings at the festivals, new moons, and Sabbaths—in all the appointed feasts of the house of Israel. He shall

provide the sin offerings, burnt offerings, grain offerings, and peace offerings to make atonement for the people of Israel.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 28:2; 2 Chronicles 31:3; Ezekiel 46:4

Cleansing the Sanctuary

18 “This is what the Lord God says: In the first month, on the first day of the month, you shall take a young bull without blemish and purify the sanctuary. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:2; Leviticus 16:16; 2 Chronicles 29:21

19 The priest shall take some of the blood of the sin offering and put it on the doorposts of the temple, on the four corners of the ledge of the altar, and on the posts of the gate of the inner court. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:7; Leviticus 8:15; Ezekiel 43:20

20 Do the same on the seventh day of the month for anyone who sins unintentionally or through ignorance. In this way you will make atonement for the temple.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 15:24; Leviticus 4:2; Leviticus 16:16

The Festivals

21 “On the fourteenth day of the first month you shall celebrate the Passover, a feast of seven days. 

Unleavened bread shall be eaten. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:6; Leviticus 23:5; Numbers 28:16

22 On that day the prince shall provide a bull for himself and for all the people of the land as a sin offering. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 4:14; Numbers 15:24; 2 Chronicles 30:24

23 For seven days of the feast, he shall provide seven bulls and seven rams without blemish daily as burnt offerings to the Lord, and a male goat daily as a sin offering. 

 Cross References: Numbers 28:19; Leviticus 23:8; Numbers 28:24

24 He shall also provide a grain offering: one ephah for each bull and one ephah for each ram, together with a hin of oil for each ephah. 

 Cross References: Numbers 28:20; Leviticus 23:13; Numbers 15:4

25 In the seventh month, on the fifteenth day of the month, during the feast, he shall provide the same sacrifices for seven days, in the same amounts as at the Passover.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:34; Numbers 29:12; 1 Kings 8:2

Key Lessons from Ezekiel 45

•  God’s portion comes first – Before the land was divided among the tribes, a sacred portion was set aside for the Lord, His priests, and the sanctuary (vv. 1–5). 

•  Leaders must not oppress – The prince’s role was to protect and provide, not exploit (vv. 

8–9). 

•  Justice and fairness matter to God – Honest scales, measures, and dealings reflect His righteousness (vv. 10–12). 

•  Everyone shares responsibility – All the people were required to contribute offerings, showing that worship and atonement involve the whole community (vv. 13–17). 

•  God provides cleansing and restoration – The offerings, festivals, and feasts emphasized forgiveness, reconciliation, and remembrance of God’s saving acts (vv. 18–25). 

•  The prince foreshadows Christ – He stands as both provider and intercessor, preparing offerings for the people, pointing to Jesus as the true King and High Priest. 

Ezekiel 46 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Worship, the Prince, and Sacred Order” 

The Sabbath and New Moon Worship

1 This is what the Lord God says: “The gate of the inner court that faces east shall remain shut for the six working days. But on the Sabbath day it shall be opened, and on the day of the new moon it shall be opened. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 44:1; Exodus 20:9; Numbers 28:9

2 The prince shall enter by way of the porch of the gate from outside and stand by the gatepost while the priests prepare his burnt offerings and peace offerings. He shall worship at the threshold of the gate, then go out, and the gate shall remain open until evening. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 44:3; 1 Kings 8:14; 2 Chronicles 6:12

3 The people of the land shall worship at the entrance of this gate before the Lord on the Sabbaths and on the new moons.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 66:23; Psalm 100:4; 2 Chronicles 20:18

The Offerings of the Prince

4 “The burnt offering that the prince shall present to the Lord on the Sabbath day shall be six lambs without blemish and one ram without blemish. 

 Cross References: Numbers 28:9; Leviticus 23:3; Numbers 28:3

5 The grain offering shall be one ephah for the ram, and the grain offering for the lambs shall be as much as he is able to give, with a hin of oil for each ephah. 

 Cross References: Numbers 28:9; Leviticus 23:13; Numbers 15:4

6 On the day of the new moon, he shall offer a young bull without blemish, six lambs, and one ram—

all without blemish. 

 Cross References: Numbers 28:11; 1 Chronicles 23:31; Numbers 10:10

7 With the bull and the ram he shall offer one ephah of grain each, and for the lambs as much as he can give, with a hin of oil for each ephah. 

 Cross References: Numbers 28:12; Numbers 15:9; Numbers 28:5

8 When the prince enters, he shall go in by way of the porch of the gate, and he shall go out by the same way. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 44:3; Ezekiel 46:2; Ezekiel 43:4

9 But when the people of the land come before the Lord at the appointed feasts, the one who enters by the north gate shall go out by the south gate, and the one who enters by the south gate shall go out by the north gate. No one shall return by the same gate through which he entered, but each shall go out through the opposite gate. 

 Cross References: Exodus 23:17; Deuteronomy 16:16; Psalm 42:4

10 The prince shall enter and leave with the people. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 46:2; 1 Kings 8:14; 2 Samuel 6:14

11 At the festivals and appointed feasts the grain offering shall be an ephah with each bull, an ephah with each ram, and for the lambs whatever he is able to provide, with a hin of oil for each ephah. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:37; Numbers 15:4; Numbers 29:39

Daily Offerings

12 “When the prince offers a voluntary burnt offering or peace offerings to the Lord, the eastern gate shall be opened for him. He shall offer his burnt offering and his peace offerings just as he does on the Sabbath day. Then he shall leave, and after he has gone out, the gate shall be shut. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 22:18; Leviticus 7:16; Numbers 15:3

13 Each day you shall provide a year-old lamb without blemish as a burnt offering to the Lord. You shall offer it every morning. 

 Cross References: Exodus 29:38; Numbers 28:3; Leviticus 6:9

14 You shall also provide a grain offering every morning: one-sixth of an ephah of fine flour mixed with one-third of a hin of oil to moisten it, as a lasting ordinance to the Lord. 

 Cross References: Exodus 29:40; Leviticus 6:20; Numbers 28:5

15 Thus they shall offer the lamb, the grain offering, and the oil every morning as a continual burnt offering.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 29:42; Numbers 28:6; Hebrews 10:11

Laws of Inheritance for the Prince

16 This is what the Lord God says: “If the prince gives a gift to one of his sons, it shall belong to his sons; it is their inheritance. 

 Cross References: Numbers 27:8; Leviticus 25:10; 1 Kings 21:3

17 But if he gives a gift to one of his servants, it shall only belong to him until the Year of Release; then it shall return to the prince. Only his sons may keep their inheritance permanently. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:10; Leviticus 25:28; Jeremiah 34:14

18 The prince shall not take any of the people’s inheritance by force or oppression, driving them from their property. He must give his sons an inheritance from his own land, so that none of My people will be displaced from their inheritance.” 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 45:8; 1 Kings 21:19; 1 Samuel 8:14

The Priests’ Sacred Places

19 Then he brought me through the entrance beside the gate to the holy chambers of the priests, facing north. There I saw a place at the west end. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 42:1; Ezekiel 40:44; 1 Kings 6:5

20 He said to me, “This is where the priests shall boil the guilt offering and the sin offering, and where they shall bake the grain offering, so they do not carry them out into the outer court and risk sanctifying the people.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 6:26; Leviticus 6:29; Ezekiel 42:13

The Corner Courts for Sacrifices

21 Then he led me out into the outer court and brought me to each of the four corners of the court. In each corner there was a smaller court. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 42:1; 1 Kings 6:36; 2 Chronicles 4:9

22 In the four corners of the court were enclosed courts, forty cubits long and thirty cubits wide; all four corners were the same size. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 40:17; 1 Kings 6:36; Nehemiah 3:31

23 Around the inside of each court was a row of stonework with places for boiling set underneath all around. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 40:38; Leviticus 6:28; 1 Kings 7:38

24 Then he said to me, “These are the kitchens where those who serve the temple shall boil the sacrifices of the people.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 6:21; 1 Samuel 2:13; Ezekiel 44:11

Key Lessons from Ezekiel 46

•  Worship has order and holiness – The Lord regulated access to the temple, ensuring reverence in approaching Him (vv. 1–3). 

•  Leadership must set the example – The prince worshiped alongside the people, showing that leaders are not above obedience (vv. 8–10). 

•  Daily devotion is essential – The continual burnt offering pointed to God’s desire for constant worship and remembrance (vv. 13–15). 

•  Inheritance must be just – God prohibited rulers from oppressing the people or stealing their land, protecting family inheritances (vv. 16–18). 

•  Holiness must be guarded – The special chambers and kitchens ensured sacred offerings were handled properly, preserving reverence (vv. 19–24). 

•  Christ is the greater Prince – He fulfills the role of leader, provider of offerings, and the one who ensures justice and holiness for His people. 

Ezekiel 47 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The River of Life and the Borders of the Land” 

The River from the Temple

1 Then the man brought me back to the entrance of the temple, and I saw water flowing out from beneath the threshold of the temple toward the east—for the temple faced east. The water was flowing down from under the south side of the altar. 

 Cross References: Joel 3:18; Zechariah 14:8; Revelation 22:1

2 He led me out through the north gate and around the outside to the outer east gate, and I saw water trickling from the south side. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 47:1; Ezekiel 40:24; Ezekiel 8:16

3 As the man went eastward with a measuring line in his hand, he measured a thousand cubits and led me through the water; it reached my ankles. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 40:3; Zechariah 2:1; Revelation 21:15

4 He measured another thousand and led me through the water; it reached my knees. Again he measured a thousand and led me through; the water reached my waist. 

 Cross References: Psalm 46:4; Isaiah 33:21; John 7:38

5 He measured another thousand, and it had become a river I could not cross, for the water had risen so deep it was water to swim in—a river that could not be crossed. 

 Cross References: Amos 5:24; Isaiah 66:12; John 4:14

6 He said to me, “Son of man, do you see this?” Then he led me back to the bank of the river. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 40:4; Ezekiel 8:15; Amos 7:8

7 When I arrived there, I saw a great number of trees on each side of the river. 

 Cross References: Revelation 22:2; Psalm 1:3; Genesis 2:9

The Healing Waters

8 Then he said to me, “This water flows toward the eastern region and goes down into the Arabah (the desert), and enters the Dead Sea. When it empties into the sea, the water there will become fresh. 

 Cross References: Genesis 19:24; Zechariah 14:8; Isaiah 35:6

9 Wherever the river flows, every living creature that moves will live. There will be a great multitude of fish, because this water flows there and makes the salt water fresh; so everything will live wherever the river goes. 

 Cross References: Zechariah 14:8; Isaiah 55:1; John 5:21

10 Fishermen will stand along the shore from En-gedi to En-eglaim; nets will be spread there to dry. 

The fish will be of many kinds—like the fish of the Mediterranean Sea. 

 Cross References: Luke 5:6; Numbers 34:11; Matthew 4:19

11 But the swamps and marshes will not become fresh; they will be left for salt. 

 Cross References: Zephaniah 2:9; Genesis 19:25; Deuteronomy 29:23

12 Along both banks of the river, every kind of fruit tree will grow. Their leaves will not wither, nor will their fruit fail. Each month they will bear new fruit, because the water from the sanctuary flows to them. Their fruit will serve for food and their leaves for healing.” 

 Cross References: Revelation 22:2; Genesis 2:9; Psalm 1:3

The Division of the Land

13 This is what the Lord God says: “These are the boundaries of the land that you are to divide among the twelve tribes of Israel as their inheritance, with Joseph receiving two portions. 

 Cross References: Genesis 48:5; Joshua 17:14; Numbers 34:2

14 You shall divide it equally among them. I swore with uplifted hand to give it to your ancestors, and this land shall be your inheritance. 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:18; Deuteronomy 34:4; Numbers 34:29

The Boundaries of Israel

15 “On the north side, the boundary will run from the Mediterranean Sea by the way of Hethlon to Lebo-Hamath, to Zedad, 

 Cross References: Numbers 34:7; Numbers 13:21; 2 Kings 14:25

16 Berothah and Sibraim (which lie between Damascus and Hamath), to Hazar-Hatticon, near Hauran. 

 Cross References: Numbers 34:8; 2 Samuel 8:8; 1 Kings 8:65

17 The boundary will extend from the sea to Hazar-Enan, on the border of Damascus, with Hamath to the north. This is the northern boundary. 

 Cross References: Numbers 34:9; Ezekiel 48:1; Numbers 34:10

18 On the east side, the boundary will run between Hauran and Damascus, along the Jordan between Gilead and the land of Israel, to the eastern sea. This is the eastern boundary. 

 Cross References: Numbers 34:12; Deuteronomy 3:17; Joshua 13:27

19 On the south side, it will run from Tamar to the waters of Meribah Kadesh, then along the Brook of Egypt to the Mediterranean Sea. This is the southern boundary. 

 Cross References: Numbers 34:4; Numbers 20:1; Numbers 34:5

20 On the west side, the boundary will be the Mediterranean Sea to a point opposite Lebo-Hamath. 

This is the western boundary. 

 Cross References: Numbers 34:6; Joshua 15:47; Numbers 34:7

21 You are to divide this land among the tribes of Israel. 

 Cross References: Numbers 34:13; Joshua 13:7; Joshua 14:1

Inclusion of Strangers

22 “You shall distribute it as an inheritance for yourselves and for the foreigners residing among you who have children. They shall be treated as native-born Israelites; along with you they shall be allotted an inheritance among the tribes of Israel. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 19:34; Numbers 15:15; Isaiah 56:6

23 In whatever tribe the foreigner resides, there you shall give him his inheritance,” declares the Lord God. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 24:22; Numbers 15:16; Deuteronomy 10:19

Key Lessons from Ezekiel 47

•  God’s life-giving river – The river from the temple represents the Spirit of God bringing life, growth, and healing wherever it flows (vv. 1–12). 

•  Spiritual growth deepens – The water rose from ankles, to knees, to waist, to swimming depth —symbolizing how walking with God moves us deeper into His Spirit (vv. 3–5). 

•  Healing and fruitfulness – Trees by the river bore monthly fruit and leaves for healing, pointing to God’s eternal restoration (v. 12; compare Revelation 22:1–2). 

•  God fulfills His promises – The land was divided just as He swore to the fathers of Israel (vv. 

13–21). 

•  The gospel includes the outsider – Foreigners who live among Israel receive inheritance as equals, foreshadowing the inclusion of the Gentiles in God’s covenant (vv. 22–23). 

•  Christ is the Living Water – Jesus fulfills this prophecy, offering the Spirit as a river of life flowing to all who believe (John 7:37–39). 

Ezekiel 48 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Inheritance of the Tribes and the City of the Lord’s Presence” 

The Tribal Portions – North to South

1 “These are the names of the tribes: Beginning at the northern border, beside the way of Hethlon to Lebo-Hamath, all the way to Hazar-Enan (the northern border of Damascus and Hamath), there will be a portion for Dan, from east to west. 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:47; Genesis 49:16; Judges 18:1

2 Next to Dan, from east to west, a portion for Asher. 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:24; Genesis 49:20; Deuteronomy 33:24

3 Next to Asher, from east to west, a portion for Naphtali. 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:32; Genesis 49:21; Deuteronomy 33:23

4 Next to Naphtali, from east to west, a portion for Manasseh. 

 Cross References: Joshua 17:1; Genesis 48:5; Numbers 26:29

5 Next to Manasseh, from east to west, a portion for Ephraim. 

 Cross References: Joshua 16:5; Genesis 48:19; Deuteronomy 33:17

6 Next to Ephraim, from east to west, a portion for Reuben. 

 Cross References: Joshua 13:15; Genesis 49:3; 1 Chronicles 5:1

7 Next to Reuben, from east to west, a portion for Judah. 

 Cross References: Joshua 15:1; Genesis 49:8; Revelation 5:5

The Holy Portion and the Sanctuary

8 Next to Judah, from east to west, will be the sacred portion you are to present as an offering to the Lord. It will be 25,000 cubits wide, with the same length as one of the tribal portions, stretching east to west. The sanctuary will be in the middle of it. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 45:1; Numbers 18:24; Exodus 25:8

9 This special holy portion will be 25,000 cubits long and 10,000 cubits wide. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 45:3; Ezekiel 42:20; Leviticus 27:30

10 It will belong to the priests, the sons of Zadok, who remained faithful to the Lord when Israel went astray. They will have this holy land, with the temple sanctuary in its center. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 44:15; 1 Samuel 2:35; 1 Kings 2:35

11 It will be theirs as a most holy portion, set apart from the Levites. 

 Cross References: Numbers 18:20; Ezekiel 44:13; Leviticus 21:22

12 The Levites will receive an adjoining portion—25,000 cubits long and 10,000 wide. 

 Cross References: Numbers 35:2; Joshua 21:41; Deuteronomy 18:1

13 They must not sell or trade any of it, for it is holy to the Lord. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 25:34; Leviticus 27:28; Numbers 18:14

The Portion for the City

15 The remaining 5,000 cubits in width, adjoining the holy portion, will belong to the city. It will be used for houses and common land, and the city will be in the center. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 45:6; Numbers 35:4; Nehemiah 11:1

16 These are its measurements: 4,500 cubits on the north, 4,500 on the south, 4,500 on the east, and 4,500 on the west. 

 Cross References: Zechariah 2:1; Ezekiel 40:5; 1 Kings 6:20

17 The city will have open land around it: 250 cubits north, south, east, and west. 

 Cross References: Numbers 35:5; Joshua 21:2; Ezekiel 45:2

18 The land on either side of the city area—10,000 cubits east and 10,000 cubits west—will be farmland for the people who live in the city. 

 Cross References: Genesis 47:24; Nehemiah 5:3; Leviticus 25:19

19 People from all the tribes of Israel will work this land and provide food for the city. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 11:3; 1 Chronicles 9:2; Ezra 2:70

20 The entire holy portion, together with the city’s land, will be 25,000 by 25,000 cubits—a perfect square. 

 Cross References: Revelation 21:16; Ezekiel 43:12; Numbers 34:13

The Portion for the Prince

21 The land on both sides of the holy portion and the city’s land will belong to the prince. It will stretch east to the Jordan and west to the Mediterranean, paralleling the tribal allotments. The temple sanctuary will be in its center. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 45:7; Ezekiel 46:18; Ezekiel 34:24

22 The prince’s land will lie between the portions of Judah and Benjamin. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 11:32; 1 Kings 12:21; Joshua 18:16

The Remaining Tribal Portions – South

23 South of the prince’s land, from east to west, will be the portion for Benjamin. 

 Cross References: Joshua 18:11; Genesis 49:27; Deuteronomy 33:12

24 Next to Benjamin, from east to west, a portion for Simeon. 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:1; Genesis 49:7; Genesis 34:25

25 Next to Simeon, from east to west, a portion for Issachar. 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:17; Genesis 49:14; Deuteronomy 33:18

26 Next to Issachar, from east to west, a portion for Zebulun. 

 Cross References: Joshua 19:10; Genesis 49:13; 1 Chronicles 12:33

27 Next to Zebulun, from east to west, a portion for Gad. 

 Cross References: Joshua 13:24; Genesis 49:19; Deuteronomy 33:20

28 On the southern boundary, south of Gad, the border will run from Tamar to the waters of Meribah Kadesh, to the Brook of Egypt, and to the Mediterranean Sea. 

 Cross References: Numbers 34:3; Joshua 15:4; 1 Kings 8:65

29 This is the land you are to divide among the tribes of Israel as their inheritance,” declares the Lord God. 

 Cross References: Numbers 26:52; Joshua 14:1; Psalm 105:11

The Gates of the City

30 “These are the exits of the city:

 Cross References: Revelation 21:12; Ezekiel 40:6; Nehemiah 3:1

•  On the north side, 4,500 cubits with three gates:

•  the Gate of Reuben

•  the Gate of Judah

•  the Gate of Levi

31 On the east side, 4,500 cubits with three gates:

 Cross References: Revelation 21:13; Numbers 2:3; Genesis 29:35

•  the Gate of Joseph

•  the Gate of Benjamin

•  the Gate of Dan

32 On the south side, 4,500 cubits with three gates:

 Cross References: Numbers 2:10; Ezekiel 40:24; 1 Chronicles 9:3

•  the Gate of Simeon

•  the Gate of Issachar

•  the Gate of Zebulun

33 On the west side, 4,500 cubits with three gates:

 Cross References: Numbers 2:18; 1 Chronicles 12:30; Genesis 41:52

•  the Gate of Gad

•  the Gate of Asher

•  the Gate of Naphtali

34 The city will measure 18,000 cubits all around. 

 Cross References: Revelation 21:15; Zechariah 2:2; Ezekiel 42:15

35 And the name of the city from that day shall be:

 Cross References: Jeremiah 33:16; Revelation 21:3; Isaiah 60:14

“The Lord Is There.” 

Key Lessons from Ezekiel 48

•  God keeps His promises – The land is carefully divided among the tribes as promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

•  God is central – The sanctuary is placed in the middle of the holy portion, showing that worship and God’s presence are at the heart of Israel’s inheritance. 

•  Holiness matters – The land given to priests and Levites cannot be sold or traded because it is dedicated to the Lord. 

•  The prince serves, not oppresses – Unlike past rulers, the prince is given land but must lead justly and not exploit the people. 

•  Unity of the tribes – Every tribe receives a portion, north to south, with no divisions into kingdoms as before. 

•  God’s final promise – The name of the city is  “The Lord Is There” —assuring His eternal presence with His people, ultimately fulfilled in Christ and the New Jerusalem (Revelation 21:3). 

Introduction to the Book of Daniel

 “But the people who know their God shall be strong, and carry out great exploits.” – Daniel 11:32

Title and Meaning

The name Daniel comes from the Hebrew  Daniyyel, meaning “God is my judge.”  This name reflects the central truth of the book: even when earthly kings judge and rule, the final authority belongs to the Lord. Daniel’s life and visions remind us that God is sovereign over history, nations, and kings, and that His kingdom will outlast all others. 

Author and Date

The book is traditionally attributed to Daniel, a young Jewish exile taken to Babylon in 605 BC

during the first deportation under King Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel served as a statesman and prophet through the reigns of Babylonian and Persian kings, including Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, Darius, and Cyrus. Scholars generally place the writing of the book in the 6th century BC, during or shortly after the exile. The detailed historical knowledge and prophetic visions show divine inspiration and God’s control over future events. 

Purpose of Daniel

The Book of Daniel was written to encourage God’s people in exile and to reveal His sovereign plan for the future. It teaches us:

•  That God rules over kingdoms and history. 

•  That faithfulness is possible even in hostile, pagan cultures. 

•  That God vindicates those who remain loyal to Him. 

•  That history is moving toward the establishment of God’s eternal kingdom. Daniel is both narrative (stories of faith in action) and apocalyptic prophecy (visions of the future). 

Structure of Daniel

Daniel divides into two main sections: 1. Historical Narratives (Chapters 1–6) God’s sovereignty displayed through Daniel’s life and his friends:

•  Daniel and his friends in Babylon (Ch. 1)

•  Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the statue (Ch. 2)

•  The fiery furnace (Ch. 3)

•  Nebuchadnezzar’s humbling (Ch. 4)

•  The handwriting on the wall (Ch. 5)

•  Daniel in the lions’ den (Ch. 6) 2. Prophetic Visions (Chapters 7–12) God’s plan for nations and the end of time:

•  The four beasts and God’s eternal kingdom (Ch. 7)

•  The ram and the goat (Ch. 8)

•  Daniel’s prayer and the prophecy of seventy weeks (Ch. 9)

•  The vision of kings and kingdoms (Ch. 10–12)

Major Themes

•  God’s Sovereignty: Kings rise and fall, but God rules over all. 

•  Faithfulness in Exile: Daniel and his friends remain loyal in a foreign land. 

•  God’s Protection: From the fiery furnace to the lions’ den, God delivers His faithful ones. 

•  Prophecy and the Future: God reveals the course of history, climaxing in His eternal kingdom. 

•  Hope and Endurance: Even in trials, God’s people are assured of final victory. 

Why Daniel Matters Today

Daniel speaks directly to believers living in a world often opposed to God:

•  How can we stay faithful in a culture that rejects God? 

•  How should we trust God when powerful forces seem unstoppable? 

•  How do we live with courage when obedience is costly? Daniel shows that faithfulness to God is possible even in exile and that God’s kingdom will prevail. The visions point forward to Jesus Christ, the Son of Man (Daniel 7:13–14), whose dominion is everlasting. 

Key Verse

 “And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed…” – Daniel 2:44 This verse captures the heart of Daniel: kingdoms of men rise and fall, but God’s kingdom is eternal and indestructible. 

Daniel 1 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Daniel and His Friends in Babylon” 

The Captivity in Babylon

1 In the third year of King Jehoiakim’s rule over Judah, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came to Jerusalem and surrounded it. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 24:1; 2 Chronicles 36:6; Jeremiah 25:1

2 The Lord gave Jehoiakim, king of Judah, into Nebuchadnezzar’s hand, along with some of the sacred items from the Temple of God. Nebuchadnezzar carried them back to the land of Babylon and placed them in the treasure house of his gods. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 24:13; 2 Chronicles 36:7; Ezra 1:7

Young Men Chosen for Service

3 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, the chief of his officials, to bring some of the young men of Israel from the royal family and nobility. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 20:18; Isaiah 39:7; 2 Kings 24:15

4 They were to be healthy, good-looking, intelligent, and quick to learn, so they could be trained to serve in the king’s palace. They were to be taught the language and literature of the Babylonians. 

 Cross References: Acts 7:22; Genesis 39:6; 1 Kings 3:12

5 The king assigned them a daily portion of food and wine from his own table. They were to be trained for three years, and after that, they would serve the king. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:29; Jeremiah 52:33; Nehemiah 1:11

6 Among those chosen were four young men from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. 

 Cross References: Daniel 2:17; Ezekiel 14:14; Ezekiel 28:3

7 The chief official gave them Babylonian names: Daniel was called Belteshazzar, Hananiah was called Shadrach, Mishael was called Meshach, and Azariah was called Abednego. 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:45; 2 Kings 24:17; Daniel 4:8

Daniel Refuses the King’s Food

8 But Daniel resolved in his heart not to defile himself by eating the king’s food and wine. He asked the chief official for permission not to make himself unclean in this way. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:47; Exodus 34:15; 1 Corinthians 10:31

9 God caused the official to show kindness and respect to Daniel. 

 Cross References: Genesis 39:21; Proverbs 16:7; Exodus 3:21

10 But the official said, “I am afraid of my master the king. He has assigned your food and drink. If you look weaker than the other young men your age, the king would have my head.” 

 Cross References: Esther 4:11; Proverbs 29:25; Ecclesiastes 8:3

11 Daniel then spoke to the guard whom the chief official had placed over him, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. 

 Cross References: Genesis 40:4; Nehemiah 1:11; Proverbs 15:1

12 He said, “Please test us for ten days. Give us only vegetables to eat and water to drink. 

 Cross References: Malachi 3:10; Judges 6:37; 1 Thessalonians 5:21

13 Then compare our appearance with the other young men who eat the king’s food. After that, decide what you think is best.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 16:7; Genesis 41:4; Proverbs 23:1

14 The guard agreed and tested them for ten days. 

 Cross References: Job 23:10; James 1:3; 1 Peter 1:7

15 At the end of the ten days, Daniel and his three friends looked healthier and stronger than all the young men who ate the king’s food. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 15:17; Isaiah 40:31; Psalm 1:3

16 So the guard continued to give them vegetables instead of the food and wine assigned by the king. 

 Cross References: Romans 14:2; Genesis 1:29; Daniel 10:3

God Gives Wisdom to Daniel and His Friends

17 God gave these four young men great knowledge, skill, and wisdom in all the writings and learning of Babylon. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of every kind. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 4:29; James 1:5; Genesis 41:38

18 At the end of the three years, the king commanded that all the young men be brought before him. 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:14; Esther 2:8; 1 Samuel 16:11

19 The king talked with them, and no one impressed him more than Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. So they entered the king’s service. 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:39; Proverbs 22:29; 1 Samuel 16:18

20 In every matter of wisdom and understanding that the king questioned them about, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 4:30; Genesis 41:8; Exodus 7:11

21 Daniel remained there until the first year of King Cyrus. 

 Cross References: Ezra 1:1; Jeremiah 25:12; Daniel 10:1

Key Lessons from Daniel 1

•  God is in control of history – Even though Babylon conquered Jerusalem, it was God who allowed it for His purposes. 

•  Faithfulness in small things – Daniel refused to compromise by eating defiled food, showing that obedience in little things leads to greater blessing. 

•  God honors faithfulness – The four young men were healthier and wiser because they trusted God rather than following the crowd. 

•  True wisdom comes from God – Human learning has limits, but God gives His people supernatural wisdom and understanding. 

•  God sustains His people in exile – Even in a foreign land, under pressure to conform, Daniel and his friends thrived because they stood firm in faith. 

Daniel 2 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream of the Statue” 

The King’s Troubling Dream

1 In the second year of King Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, he had dreams that disturbed him deeply, and he could not sleep. 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:1; Esther 6:1; Job 33:15

2 So the king called for his magicians, astrologers, sorcerers, and Chaldeans to tell him what he had dreamed. They came and stood before him. 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:8; Isaiah 47:13; Exodus 7:11

3 The king said, “I have had a dream, and my spirit is troubled to know what it means.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 40:6; Matthew 2:3; Daniel 4:5

4 The Chaldeans answered the king in Aramaic, “O king, live forever! Tell us the dream, and we will tell you its meaning.” 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 2:3; 1 Kings 1:31; Daniel 6:21

The King’s Harsh Command

5 The king replied, “The dream has gone from me. If you do not make known to me both the dream and its meaning, you will be cut in pieces, and your houses will be destroyed. 

 Cross References: Ezra 6:11; Genesis 41:15; Daniel 3:29

6 But if you reveal the dream and its meaning, you will receive gifts, rewards, and great honor. So tell me the dream and its interpretation.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:42; Daniel 5:16; Esther 6:11

7 They answered again, “Let the king tell the dream to his servants, and we will explain the meaning.” 

 Cross References: Judges 7:13; Genesis 40:8; Amos 3:7

8 The king said, “I know for certain that you are stalling because you see that the dream has gone from me. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 22:16; Job 13:4; Psalm 12:2

9 If you cannot tell me the dream, you will all face the same judgment. You have conspired to deceive me with false words until circumstances change. Tell me the dream, and then I will know you can also explain its meaning.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 29:8; 1 Kings 22:22; Ezekiel 13:6

10 The Chaldeans replied, “There is not a man on earth who can do this. No king has ever asked such a thing of magicians, astrologers, or Chaldeans. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 44:25; Job 11:7; Isaiah 47:12

11 What the king asks is too difficult. No one can reveal it except the gods, and they do not live among men.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:16; Deuteronomy 29:29; 1 Corinthians 2:11

12 This made the king furious, and he ordered that all the wise men of Babylon be put to death. 

 Cross References: Esther 3:13; 1 Samuel 22:18; Proverbs 16:14

13 The decree went out, and they began searching for Daniel and his friends to kill them. 

 Cross References: Matthew 2:16; Esther 3:15; 1 Samuel 19:11

Daniel Seeks God’s Wisdom

14 Then Daniel spoke with wisdom and tact to Arioch, the captain of the guard, who had gone out to kill the wise men of Babylon. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 25:32; Proverbs 25:15; Ecclesiastes 10:4

15 Daniel asked him, “Why is the king’s command so urgent?” Arioch explained the matter to Daniel. 

 Cross References: Genesis 40:7; Nehemiah 2:2; 1 Samuel 4:6

16 So Daniel went to the king and asked for time so that he could interpret the dream. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 2:6; Esther 4:16; Esther 5:3

17 Then Daniel went to his house and told Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah what had happened. 

 Cross References: Acts 4:23; Exodus 4:29; 1 Samuel 20:2

18 He urged them to pray to the God of heaven for mercy concerning this secret, so that they would not be killed along with the other wise men of Babylon. 

 Cross References: Acts 12:5; James 5:16; Matthew 18:19

19 During the night, the secret was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel praised the God of heaven. 

 Cross References: Daniel 7:1; Psalm 25:14; Numbers 12:6

Daniel’s Prayer of Praise

20 Daniel said, “Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, for wisdom and power belong to Him. 

 Cross References: Job 12:13; Psalm 113:2; 1 Chronicles 29:11

21 He changes times and seasons; He removes kings and sets up kings. He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those with understanding. 

 Cross References: Job 12:18; 1 Samuel 2:7; Psalm 75:6

22 He reveals deep and hidden things; He knows what is in darkness, and light dwells with Him. 

 Cross References: Job 12:22; 1 Corinthians 4:5; 1 John 1:5

23 I thank and praise You, O God of my fathers, because You have given me wisdom and power. 

You have made known to us what we asked of You, for You have made known the king’s dream.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 75:1; 1 Chronicles 29:13; Daniel 6:10

Daniel Before the King

24 Then Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had ordered to kill the wise men, and said, “Do not kill them. Take me to the king, and I will tell him the interpretation.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 19:4; Jeremiah 26:16; Genesis 41:14

25 Arioch quickly brought Daniel before the king and said, “I have found a man among the captives of Judah who can tell the king the meaning of his dream.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:12; 2 Kings 5:3; Esther 2:15

26 The king said to Daniel (called Belteshazzar), “Are you able to tell me the dream I saw and its interpretation?” 

 Cross References: Mark 4:11; Colossians 2:3; Daniel 5:12

27 Daniel answered, “No wise man, astrologer, magician, or soothsayer can reveal the secret the king has asked. 

 Cross References: Exodus 8:18; Isaiah 8:19; Daniel 5:8

28 But there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets. He has shown King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in the future. This is your dream and the visions that passed through your mind as you lay in bed:

 Cross References: Genesis 41:25; Revelation 1:1; John 16:13

29 As you lay in bed, O king, your mind turned to what would happen in the future, and the Revealer of secrets has shown you what is to come. 

 Cross References: Genesis 40:5; Ecclesiastes 5:3; Habakkuk 2:3

30 This was not revealed to me because I have more wisdom than anyone else, but so that the interpretation may be made known to you and that you may understand the thoughts of your heart.” 

 Cross References: 1 Corinthians 2:10; 1 Corinthians 4:7; Psalm 139:2

The Dream of the Statue

31 “You, O king, saw a great statue. This statue, large and shining, stood before you, and its appearance was terrifying. 

 Cross References: Daniel 7:7; Revelation 13:1; Isaiah 40:19

32 The head of the statue was pure gold, its chest and arms were silver, its belly and thighs were bronze, 

 Cross References: Daniel 7:4; Revelation 13:2; Daniel 7:17

33 its legs were iron, and its feet were partly iron and partly clay. 

 Cross References: Daniel 7:19; Revelation 17:12; Micah 4:13

34 As you watched, a stone was cut out, but not by human hands. It struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay and smashed them. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 28:16; Psalm 118:22; Matthew 21:44

35 Then the iron, clay, bronze, silver, and gold were broken to pieces at the same time and became like chaff on a threshing floor. The wind carried them away without leaving a trace. But the stone that struck the statue became a huge mountain and filled the whole earth. 

 Cross References: Psalm 1:4; Isaiah 41:16; Habakkuk 2:14

36 This is the dream, and now we will tell the king its meaning.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 40:12; Judges 7:14; Genesis 41:28

The Interpretation

37 “You, O king, are the king of kings. The God of heaven has given you power, strength, and glory. 

 Cross References: Ezra 7:12; Ezekiel 26:7; 1 Timothy 6:15

38 Wherever people live, and over the beasts of the field and the birds of the air, He has made you ruler. You are the head of gold. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 27:6; Genesis 1:28; Psalm 8:6

39 After you, another kingdom will rise, inferior to yours. Then a third kingdom, made of bronze, will rule over the whole earth. 

 Cross References: Daniel 8:20; Daniel 8:21; Revelation 17:10

40 Finally, a fourth kingdom, as strong as iron, will come. Just as iron crushes and smashes everything, so this kingdom will crush and break all others. 

 Cross References: Daniel 7:23; Revelation 13:7; Habakkuk 1:6

41 Just as you saw the feet and toes, partly clay and partly iron, this kingdom will be divided. It will have some of the strength of iron, but it will also be fragile like clay. 

 Cross References: Daniel 7:24; Revelation 17:16; Ezekiel 22:18

42 The toes, partly iron and partly clay, mean the kingdom will be partly strong and partly weak. 

 Cross References: Matthew 12:25; Mark 3:24; Daniel 11:4

43 And just as iron does not mix with clay, so these kingdoms will try to unite through human alliances, but they will not hold together. 

 Cross References: Ezra 9:2; 2 Corinthians 6:14; 1 Kings 11:1

44 In the days of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed. It will never be conquered, but it will crush all these kingdoms and bring them to an end. It will last forever. 

 Cross References: Daniel 7:14; Isaiah 9:7; Luke 1:33

45 This is what you saw: the stone cut out of the mountain without human hands that crushed the iron, bronze, clay, silver, and gold. The great God has shown the king what will happen in the future. 

The dream is true, and the interpretation is certain.” 

 Cross References: Acts 4:11; 1 Peter 2:8; Zechariah 4:7

The King Honors Daniel

46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell face down before Daniel and ordered that an offering and incense be presented to him. 

 Cross References: Acts 10:25; Acts 14:13; Revelation 19:10

47 The king said to Daniel, “Truly, your God is the God of gods, the Lord of kings, and the Revealer of secrets, since you were able to reveal this mystery.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 10:17; Psalm 136:2; Revelation 17:14

48 Then the king promoted Daniel and gave him many gifts. He made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon and chief over all the wise men. 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:40; Genesis 41:43; Esther 10:3

49 At Daniel’s request, the king appointed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to help govern the province of Babylon, but Daniel remained in the king’s court. 

 Cross References: Genesis 45:9; Nehemiah 7:2; Genesis 47:6

Key Lessons from Daniel 2

•  Human wisdom has limits – The magicians and astrologers could not solve the king’s problem, but God alone reveals the hidden things. 

•  Prayer changes outcomes – Daniel and his friends sought God in prayer, and He gave them the answer that saved lives. 

•  God rules history – The statue represents the rise and fall of earthly empires, but God is the One who sets up and removes kings. 

•  Christ is the stone – The stone not cut by human hands points to God’s eternal kingdom in Christ, which will outlast every human empire. 

•  God honors faithfulness – Because Daniel trusted God, he was promoted and placed in a position of great influence. 

Daniel 3 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Fiery Furnace and the God Who Delivers” 

The Golden Image

1 King Nebuchadnezzar made a gold statue ninety feet tall and nine feet wide. He set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:4; Isaiah 44:17; Revelation 13:14

2 He then summoned the princes, governors, captains, judges, treasurers, counselors, sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces to come to the dedication of the image he had set up. 

 Cross References: Esther 1:3; Nehemiah 12:27; 1 Kings 8:1

3 So they all gathered together and stood before the golden image Nebuchadnezzar had erected. 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:6; 1 Kings 12:30; Revelation 13:8

The King’s Command

4 A herald loudly proclaimed, “People of every nation and language, this is the king’s command: Cross References: Esther 3:12; Esther 8:9; Daniel 6:25

5 When you hear the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, psaltery, bagpipe, and all kinds of music, you must fall down and worship the golden image King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:5; 1 Kings 19:18; Matthew 4:9

6 Whoever does not fall down and worship will immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 29:22; Revelation 13:15; Revelation 20:15

7 So as soon as the people heard the sound of the music, people of every nation and language fell down and worshiped the golden image Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:8; Romans 1:25; 1 Corinthians 10:7

The Accusation Against the Jews

8 But some Chaldeans came forward and accused the Jews. 

 Cross References: Esther 3:8; Daniel 6:13; Nehemiah 6:6

9 They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! 

 Cross References: Daniel 5:10; Daniel 6:6; 1 Kings 1:31

10 You have issued a decree that everyone who hears the music must fall down and worship the golden image, 

 Cross References: Daniel 6:7; Ezra 6:8; Leviticus 26:1

11 and whoever does not will be thrown into the blazing furnace. 

 Cross References: Matthew 13:42; Malachi 4:1; Ezekiel 22:20

12 But there are some Jews you appointed over the province of Babylon—Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego—who pay no attention to you, O king. They do not serve your gods or worship the golden image you set up.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:3; 1 Kings 18:21; Acts 5:29

The King’s Threat

13 Then Nebuchadnezzar, furious with rage, ordered Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to be brought before him. 

 Cross References: Esther 3:5; Proverbs 19:12; Genesis 4:5

14 He said to them, “Is it true that you do not serve my gods or worship the golden image I have set up? 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 18:17; Acts 4:7; John 18:33

15 Now, if you are ready, when you hear the music, fall down and worship the image I made. But if you do not, you will be thrown immediately into the blazing furnace. And what god can rescue you from my hand?” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 18:35; Isaiah 36:20; Exodus 5:2

The Men’s Faithful Answer

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. 

 Cross References: Luke 21:14; Acts 4:19; Matthew 10:19

17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and He will deliver us from your hand, O king. 

 Cross References: Daniel 6:20; Psalm 34:19; Hebrews 11:34

18 But even if He does not, we want you to know that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image you have set up.” 

 Cross References: Job 13:15; Habakkuk 3:17; Revelation 12:11

The Furnace Heated Seven Times Hotter

19 Nebuchadnezzar was furious, and his face twisted with rage toward them. He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual. 

 Cross References: Esther 7:8; Psalm 21:9; Proverbs 27:4

20 He commanded his strongest soldiers to tie up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace. 

 Cross References: Daniel 6:16; Acts 16:24; Jeremiah 38:6

21 So the men, bound in their robes, trousers, turbans, and other clothes, were thrown into the furnace. 

 Cross References: John 11:44; Matthew 22:13; Isaiah 61:1

22 The king’s command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that the flames killed the soldiers who threw them in. 

 Cross References: Numbers 16:35; Leviticus 10:2; 2 Kings 1:10

23 And Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, securely bound, fell into the blazing furnace. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 43:2; Psalm 66:12; 1 Peter 4:12

God’s Deliverance in the Fire

24 Suddenly King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his counselors, 

“Didn’t we throw three men, bound, into the fire?” They replied, “Certainly, O king.” 

 Cross References: Mark 6:49; Acts 12:9; Luke 24:37

25 He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed—and the fourth looks like the Son of God!” 

 Cross References: Joshua 5:13; Genesis 18:2; Hebrews 1:14

26 Then Nebuchadnezzar approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out!” So they came out of the fire. 

 Cross References: John 11:43; Genesis 8:16; Acts 16:26

27 The princes, governors, captains, and counselors crowded around them and saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, not a hair of their heads was singed, their robes were untouched, and there was no smell of fire on them. 

 Cross References: Luke 21:18; Zechariah 3:2; Psalm 34:20

Nebuchadnezzar’s Decree

28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego! He sent His angel and rescued His servants who trusted in Him. They defied the king’s command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God. 

 Cross References: Psalm 34:7; Daniel 6:22; Exodus 3:2

29 Therefore, I make this decree: Any people, nation, or language who speak against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego will be cut to pieces and their houses reduced to rubble. For there is no other god who can save in this way.” 

 Cross References: Daniel 6:26; Daniel 4:3; Isaiah 45:23

30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the province of Babylon. 

 Cross References: Daniel 6:28; Matthew 25:21; Genesis 41:41

Key Lessons from Daniel 3

•  Faith tested by fire – Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego faced death rather than compromise their faith. 

•  God is able—but faith stands even if He doesn’t deliver – True faith trusts God’s power and submits to His will. 

•  Christ is present in the fire – The fourth figure points to the Son of God, who walks with His people in their trials. 

•  God’s power surpasses kings – Nebuchadnezzar recognized that no other god could deliver like the God of Israel. 

•  Faithful witness changes nations – Their courage and loyalty to God led to His name being honored across Babylon. 

Daniel 4 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Nebuchadnezzar’s Humbling and Restoration” 

Nebuchadnezzar’s Declaration

1 King Nebuchadnezzar sent this message to all people, nations, and languages throughout the earth:

“May you have peace in abundance! 

 Cross References: Daniel 6:25; Ezra 1:2; Numbers 6:26

2 It seemed good to me to declare the signs and wonders that the Most High God has done for me. 

 Cross References: Psalm 145:4; Psalm 71:17; Habakkuk 2:14

3 How great are His signs, how mighty are His wonders! His kingdom is everlasting, and His rule continues from generation to generation.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 145:13; Daniel 7:14; Micah 4:7

The King’s Troubling Dream

4 “I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at ease in my palace and prospering in my home. 

 Cross References: Job 21:9; Amos 6:1; Luke 12:19

5 But I had a dream that made me afraid. The visions I saw while lying in bed troubled me. 

 Cross References: Daniel 2:1; Genesis 41:8; Job 7:14

6 So I issued a decree to summon all the wise men of Babylon so they could interpret the dream. 

 Cross References: Daniel 2:2; Exodus 7:11; Isaiah 8:19

7 When the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers came, I told them the dream, but none could explain it. 

 Cross References: Daniel 2:10; Isaiah 47:13; 1 Corinthians 1:20

8 Finally, Daniel (called Belteshazzar, after the name of my god, in whom is the Spirit of the holy God) came before me, and I told him the dream. 

 Cross References: Daniel 1:7; Genesis 41:38; Daniel 5:11

9 I said, ‘Belteshazzar, chief of the magicians, I know the Spirit of the holy God is in you, and no secret is too difficult for you. Tell me the meaning of my dream.’

 Cross References: Daniel 2:47; Genesis 41:39; Daniel 5:12

The Dream of the Great Tree

10 ‘These were the visions I saw: I saw a great tree standing in the middle of the earth. Its height was enormous. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 31:3; Psalm 1:3; Ezekiel 17:22

11 The tree grew large and strong, and its top reached to the heavens. It could be seen from the ends of the earth. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 31:5; Genesis 11:4; Deuteronomy 1:28

12 Its leaves were beautiful, its fruit abundant, and it provided food for all. The beasts of the field found shade under it, the birds of the sky lived in its branches, and every creature was fed by it. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 31:6; Ezekiel 17:23; Psalm 104:12

13 In the visions I saw, a messenger, a holy one, came down from heaven. 

 Cross References: Daniel 8:13; Zechariah 1:9; Job 1:6

14 He called out loudly: “Cut down the tree and lop off its branches, strip its leaves, and scatter its fruit. Let the animals flee from under it and the birds from its branches. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 10:33; Ezekiel 31:12; Matthew 3:10

15 But leave the stump and roots, bound with iron and bronze, in the grass of the field. Let it be drenched with the dew of heaven, and let him live with the animals among the plants of the earth. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 6:13; Job 14:7; Ezekiel 17:24

16 Let his mind be changed from that of a man to that of a beast, and let seven periods of time pass over him. 

 Cross References: Psalm 49:20; Psalm 73:22; Ecclesiastes 3:18

17 This decision is announced by the messengers; this decree is given by the holy ones, so that the living may know that the Most High rules over the kingdoms of men. He gives them to whomever He wills, even to the lowliest of men.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 83:18; 1 Samuel 2:8; Daniel 2:21

18 This is the dream that I, King Nebuchadnezzar, had. Now, Belteshazzar, tell me what it means, for none of the wise men in my kingdom can interpret it, but you can, because the Spirit of the holy God is in you.’” 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:16; Daniel 2:28; Daniel 5:14

Daniel Interprets the Dream

19 Then Daniel, called Belteshazzar, was stunned for a moment, and his thoughts troubled him. The king said, “Belteshazzar, do not let the dream or its meaning trouble you.” 

Belteshazzar answered, “My lord, I wish the dream were about your enemies and its meaning about your adversaries! 

 Cross References: Daniel 7:28; Daniel 8:27; Habakkuk 3:16

20 The tree you saw, which grew large and strong, reaching to heaven and visible to the ends of the earth, 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 31:7; Isaiah 2:12; Obadiah 1:3

21 with beautiful leaves and abundant fruit, providing food for all, giving shelter to the beasts and branches for the birds—

 Cross References: Psalm 104:17; Mark 4:32; Song of Solomon 2:3

22 that tree is you, O king. You have grown great and strong; your greatness has reached to the heavens and your dominion to the ends of the earth. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 31:10; Isaiah 14:13; Deuteronomy 8:17

23 And as for the holy messenger who said, ‘Cut down the tree but leave the stump with its roots bound with iron and bronze, let him be drenched with the dew of heaven, and let him live with the beasts until seven times pass over him,’

 Cross References: Isaiah 11:1; Habakkuk 3:2; Job 14:9

24 this is the interpretation, O king: It is the decree of the Most High that has come upon you. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 46:10; Job 23:13; Psalm 33:11

25 You will be driven away from people and live with the beasts of the field. You will eat grass like an ox, and you will be drenched with the dew of heaven. Seven times will pass over you until you acknowledge that the Most High rules the kingdoms of men and gives them to whomever He wills. 

 Cross References: Psalm 106:20; Job 40:15; 1 Kings 21:29

26 The command to leave the stump and roots means your kingdom will be restored to you when you acknowledge that Heaven rules. 

 Cross References: Job 5:11; Ezekiel 21:26; Psalm 113:7

27 Therefore, O king, accept my advice: Renounce your sins by doing what is right, and your wickedness by being kind to the poor. Then perhaps your prosperity will continue.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 58:7; Proverbs 14:31; Ezekiel 18:27

The Fulfillment of the Dream

28 All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. 

 Cross References: Numbers 23:19; Isaiah 55:11; Joshua 21:45

29 Twelve months later, as he was walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, Cross References: 2 Samuel 11:2; Isaiah 47:8; Esther 1:4

30 he said, “Is not this the great Babylon I have built as my royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 14:14; Habakkuk 2:5; Revelation 18:7

31 While the words were still on his lips, a voice came from heaven: “King Nebuchadnezzar, this is the decree: Your royal authority has been taken from you. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 15:28; Jeremiah 27:5; Job 34:24

32 You will be driven away from people and live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like an ox. 

Seven times will pass over you until you acknowledge that the Most High rules the kingdoms of men and gives them to whomever He wills.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 40:23; Job 12:18; Psalm 75:7

33 Immediately what was spoken about Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled. He was driven from people, ate grass like an ox, his body was drenched with the dew of heaven, his hair grew like eagles’

feathers, and his nails like birds’ claws. 

 Cross References: Acts 12:23; Leviticus 26:22; Isaiah 14:11

Nebuchadnezzar’s Restoration and Praise

34 “At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, looked up to heaven, and my understanding returned to me. Then I praised the Most High and honored Him who lives forever. His dominion is everlasting, and His kingdom endures from generation to generation. 

 Cross References: Psalm 103:19; Luke 15:17; Psalm 145:1

35 All the people of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does what He pleases with the powers of heaven and the people of the earth. No one can hold back His hand or say to Him, ‘What have You done?’

 Cross References: Isaiah 40:17; Isaiah 43:13; Job 9:12

36 At the same time, my sanity was restored, and my honor and splendor returned to me for the glory of my kingdom. My advisers and nobles sought me out, and I was restored to my throne and became even greater than before. 

 Cross References: Job 42:10; Job 42:12; Luke 15:22

37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise, exalt, and honor the King of heaven, for all His works are true and all His ways are just. And He is able to humble those who walk in pride.” 

 Cross References: James 4:6; Proverbs 16:18; 1 Peter 5:5

Key Lessons from Daniel 4

•  God rules over earthly kingdoms – Nebuchadnezzar learned that authority comes from God, not human power. 

•  Pride leads to downfall – The king’s boasting about Babylon brought swift judgment. 

•  Repentance is the way to restoration – Daniel urged the king to turn from sin, and only when Nebuchadnezzar humbled himself was he restored. 

•  God humbles the proud and lifts up the lowly – Even the most powerful ruler is subject to the King of heaven. 

•  True greatness comes from God – Nebuchadnezzar’s testimony shows that God’s power and mercy are greater than human glory. 

Daniel 5 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Writing on the Wall” 

Belshazzar’s Feast

1 King Belshazzar gave a great banquet for a thousand of his nobles and drank wine with them. 

 Cross References: Esther 1:3; Isaiah 21:5; Amos 6:6

2 While drinking, Belshazzar ordered that the gold and silver cups taken by his father Nebuchadnezzar from the temple in Jerusalem be brought in. He and his nobles, wives, and concubines drank from them. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 25:14; Jeremiah 27:20; Ezra 1:7

3 So they brought the gold cups taken from the house of God in Jerusalem, and the king, his nobles, wives, and concubines drank from them. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 36:18; Jeremiah 52:19; Ezra 5:14

4 As they drank wine, they praised the gods of gold, silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone. 

 Cross References: Psalm 115:4; Isaiah 44:9; Revelation 9:20

The Handwriting on the Wall

5 Suddenly the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the wall, near the lampstand in the royal palace. The king watched the hand as it wrote. 

 Cross References: Exodus 31:18; Exodus 8:19; Luke 11:20

6 His face turned pale, and he was terrified. His legs gave way, and his knees knocked together. 

 Cross References: Nahum 2:10; Isaiah 21:4; Psalm 119:120

7 The king called loudly for the enchanters, astrologers, and diviners. He said, “Whoever can read this writing and tell me what it means will be dressed in purple, wear a gold chain around his neck, and be made the third highest ruler in the kingdom.” 

 Cross References: Daniel 2:6; Genesis 41:42; Esther 8:15

8 Then all the king’s wise men came in, but they could not read the writing or explain it to the king. 

 Cross References: Daniel 2:27; Isaiah 47:13; Isaiah 44:25

9 So King Belshazzar became even more terrified, his face grew paler, and his nobles were bewildered. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 13:8; Jeremiah 50:43; Ezekiel 7:17

Daniel is Called

10 The queen, hearing the voices of the king and his nobles, entered the banquet hall. She said, “O

king, live forever! Don’t be alarmed or look so pale. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 1:31; Esther 5:2; Daniel 2:4

11 There is a man in your kingdom in whom is the Spirit of the holy God. In the days of your father, he was found to have insight, intelligence, and wisdom like that of the gods. King Nebuchadnezzar made him chief of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and diviners. 

 Cross References: Daniel 4:8; Genesis 41:38; Daniel 1:20

12 This man Daniel (called Belteshazzar) has exceptional ability and wisdom to interpret dreams, explain riddles, and solve difficult problems. Call for him, and he will tell you what the writing means.” 

 Cross References: Daniel 1:17; Genesis 41:39; 1 Kings 3:12

13 So Daniel was brought before the king. Belshazzar said, “Are you Daniel, one of the exiles my father the king brought from Judah? 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 24:14; Daniel 1:3; Jeremiah 24:5

14 I have heard that the spirit of the gods is in you and that you have insight, intelligence, and wisdom. 

 Cross References: Daniel 4:9; Isaiah 11:2; Exodus 31:3

15 The wise men and astrologers were brought before me to read this writing and tell me its meaning, but they could not. 

 Cross References: Daniel 2:11; Isaiah 47:12; Jeremiah 50:35

16 But I have heard you can interpret mysteries and solve problems. If you can read this writing and tell me what it means, you will be dressed in purple, wear a gold chain around your neck, and be the third ruler in the kingdom.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:43; Esther 6:11; Luke 16:19

Daniel Rebukes the King

17 Daniel answered, “You may keep your gifts and give your rewards to someone else. But I will read the writing for you and tell you what it means. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 5:16; Genesis 14:23; Acts 8:20

18 O king, the Most High God gave your father Nebuchadnezzar sovereignty, greatness, glory, and splendor. 

 Cross References: Daniel 2:37; Jeremiah 27:6; Psalm 21:5

19 Because of the greatness He gave him, all nations and peoples of every language trembled before him. He killed whom he wished and spared whom he wished; he promoted and humbled as he wished. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 27:8; Psalm 75:7; Proverbs 21:1

20 But when his heart became arrogant and hardened with pride, he was removed from his throne and stripped of his glory. 

 Cross References: Daniel 4:30; Ezekiel 28:2; 2 Chronicles 26:16

21 He was driven away from people, lived with wild donkeys, ate grass like an ox, and his body was drenched with the dew of heaven—until he acknowledged that the Most High God rules over the kingdoms of men and gives them to whomever He wills. 

 Cross References: Daniel 4:33; Job 39:5; Psalm 104:11

22 But you, Belshazzar, his son, have not humbled yourself, though you knew all this. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 33:23; Luke 18:14; 2 Chronicles 36:12

23 Instead, you set yourself against the Lord of heaven. You brought in the vessels from His temple, and you and your nobles, wives, and concubines drank wine from them. You praised gods of silver, gold, bronze, iron, wood, and stone—gods that cannot see, hear, or understand. But you did not honor the God who holds your life and all your ways in His hand. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 51:34; Acts 17:25; Isaiah 42:8

24 Therefore, He sent the hand that wrote this inscription. 

 Cross References: Daniel 5:5; Job 12:10; Isaiah 41:20

The Writing and Its Meaning

25 “This is the inscription that was written: Mene, Mene, Tekel, Parsin. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 51:13; Ezekiel 7:6; Amos 8:2

26 Here is what these words mean:

 Cross References: Genesis 40:12; Daniel 2:36; Amos 7:8

•  Mene: God has numbered the days of your kingdom and brought it to an end. 

27 Tekel: You have been weighed on the scales and found wanting. 

 Cross References: Job 31:6; Proverbs 16:2; Psalm 62:9

28 Peres: Your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 13:17; Isaiah 21:2; Jeremiah 51:11

The Fall of Babylon

29 Then Belshazzar gave an order, and Daniel was clothed in purple, a gold chain was placed around his neck, and he was proclaimed the third highest ruler in the kingdom. 

 Cross References: Daniel 2:48; Proverbs 31:22; Esther 10:3

30 That very night Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was killed. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 21:9; Jeremiah 51:39; Jeremiah 51:57

31 And Darius the Mede took over the kingdom, at the age of sixty-two. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 13:17; Isaiah 45:1; Jeremiah 51:28

Key Lessons from Daniel 5

•  God cannot be mocked – Belshazzar profaned the holy vessels of God’s temple, and judgment came swiftly. 

•  Past lessons ignored bring greater judgment – Belshazzar knew the story of his father Nebuchadnezzar but refused to humble himself. 

•  God weighs every life – “Tekel” reminds us that God examines the heart, and pride leaves us lacking. 

•  Earthly kingdoms end, but God’s rule stands – Babylon fell in a single night, showing that no power on earth is secure apart from God. 

•  Faithful witness matters – Daniel spoke truth boldly, refusing rewards, and once again honored God before kings. 

Daniel 6 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Daniel in the Lions’ Den” 

Daniel’s Promotion and the Conspiracy

1 King Darius appointed 120 governors to rule throughout his kingdom. 

 Cross References: Esther 1:1; Ezra 8:36; 1 Kings 4:7

2 Over them he set three administrators, and Daniel was one of them. The governors were accountable to them so the king would not suffer loss. 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:40; Nehemiah 5:15; Genesis 39:4

3 Daniel distinguished himself above the other administrators and governors because he had an excellent spirit. The king planned to set him over the whole kingdom. 

 Cross References: Numbers 27:18; Proverbs 22:29; 1 Samuel 18:5

4 At this the other administrators and governors tried to find grounds for charges against Daniel in how he handled government affairs. But they could find no corruption or fault, because he was trustworthy and neither negligent nor dishonest. 

 Cross References: Psalm 37:37; 1 Peter 3:16; 1 Samuel 24:11

5 Finally, they said, “We will never find any charge against this Daniel unless it has to do with the law of his God.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:59; John 18:38; Acts 24:16

The Decree Against Prayer

6 So the administrators and governors went together to the king and said, “King Darius, live forever! 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 1:31; Nehemiah 2:3; Daniel 3:9

7 All the officials of the kingdom have agreed that the king should issue a decree that anyone who prays to any god or man during the next thirty days—except to you, O king—will be thrown into the lions’ den. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:3; Revelation 13:15; Esther 3:8

8 Now, O king, issue the decree and put it in writing so it cannot be changed, in accordance with the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be altered.” 

 Cross References: Esther 1:19; Esther 8:8; Numbers 30:2

9 So King Darius signed the decree. 

 Cross References: Esther 3:12; Psalm 94:20; Isaiah 10:1

Daniel’s Faithful Prayer

10 When Daniel learned that the decree had been signed, he went home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had always done. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:48; Psalm 55:17; Daniel 9:3

11 Then the conspirators went together and found Daniel praying and asking God for help. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 36:26; Luke 20:20; Psalm 37:32

12 So they went to the king and said, “Did you not sign a decree that for thirty days no one may pray to any god or man except to you, O king? Otherwise, they must be thrown into the lions’ den?” The king answered, “The decree stands—in accordance with the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be changed.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 14:9; Ecclesiastes 5:5; Judges 11:35

13 Then they said to the king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you or the decree. He still prays three times a day.” 

 Cross References: Acts 5:29; Exodus 1:17; Daniel 3:12

Daniel Cast into the Den

14 When the king heard this, he was greatly distressed. He determined to rescue Daniel and worked until sunset to save him. 

 Cross References: Mark 6:26; Matthew 27:24; Genesis 37:22

15 But the men went to the king and said, “Remember, O king, that the law of the Medes and Persians says no decree or law the king issues can be changed.” 

 Cross References: Ecclesiastes 8:4; Numbers 23:19; Daniel 6:8

16 So the king gave the order, and Daniel was brought and thrown into the lions’ den. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!” 

 Cross References: Daniel 3:17; Psalm 22:21; 2 Timothy 4:17

17 A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet and the signet of his nobles, so that Daniel’s situation could not be changed. 

 Cross References: Matthew 27:66; Matthew 27:60; Lamentations 3:53

18 The king returned to his palace and spent the night fasting. He refused entertainment and could not sleep. 

 Cross References: Esther 6:1; Psalm 102:7; Psalm 127:2

Daniel Delivered

19 At the first light of dawn, the king hurried to the lions’ den. 

 Cross References: John 20:1; Mark 16:2; Psalm 130:6

20 When he came near, he called in anguish, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?” 

 Cross References: Matthew 27:63; 2 Kings 18:33; 2 Chronicles 32:14

21 Daniel answered, “O king, live forever! 

 Cross References: Daniel 2:4; Psalm 118:17; Esther 5:2

22 My God sent His angel, and He shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in His sight. Nor have I done any wrong before you, O king.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 34:7; Hebrews 11:33; Psalm 91:13

23 The king was overjoyed and ordered Daniel lifted out of the den. No wound was found on him, because he trusted in his God. 

 Cross References: Psalm 91:10; Isaiah 43:2; Psalm 34:20

24 At the king’s command, the men who had falsely accused Daniel were brought and thrown into the lions’ den, along with their wives and children. Before they reached the floor of the den, the lions overpowered them and crushed their bones. 

 Cross References: Esther 7:10; Proverbs 11:8; Psalm 7:15

The King Honors God

25 Then King Darius wrote to all peoples, nations, and languages throughout the earth: “May you have abundant peace! 

 Cross References: Daniel 4:1; Ezra 7:12; 1 Peter 1:2

26 I decree that in every part of my kingdom people must fear and reverence the God of Daniel. For He is the living God and endures forever; His kingdom will never be destroyed, and His rule will never end. 

 Cross References: Daniel 4:34; Psalm 100:5; Daniel 2:44

27 He rescues and saves; He performs signs and wonders in heaven and on earth. He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 34:4; Psalm 105:15; Daniel 3:29

28 So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 

 Cross References: Daniel 1:21; Ezra 1:1; Proverbs 16:7

Key Lessons from Daniel 6

•  Integrity invites opposition – Daniel’s faithfulness and excellence stirred jealousy in others. 

•  Faith remains steady under pressure – Daniel prayed openly despite the decree, showing loyalty to God above all else. 

•  God protects His people – The angel shut the lions’ mouths, proving God’s power to deliver. 

•  Evil schemes backfire – Those who plotted Daniel’s downfall fell into their own trap. 

•  God’s name is glorified through trials – Even a pagan king proclaimed the greatness of the God of Israel after witnessing Daniel’s deliverance. 

Daniel 7 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Vision of the Four Beasts and the Son of Man” 

Daniel’s Dream of Four Beasts

1 In the first year of King Belshazzar of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions while lying on his bed. He wrote down the dream and recorded the main details. 

 Cross References: Daniel 2:1; Habakkuk 2:2; Genesis 41:1

2 Daniel said: “In my vision at night I saw the four winds of heaven stirring up the great sea. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 49:36; Revelation 7:1; Psalm 107:25

3 Four great beasts came up out of the sea, each different from the others. 

 Cross References: Revelation 13:1; Daniel 8:22; Revelation 17:12

4 The first was like a lion with eagle’s wings. As I watched, its wings were torn off, and it was lifted from the ground to stand on two feet like a man, and a human mind was given to it. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 4:7; Ezekiel 17:3; Daniel 4:34

5 Then I saw a second beast, like a bear. It was raised up on one side, and it had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. It was told, ‘Get up and devour much flesh!’

 Cross References: Daniel 8:20; Isaiah 13:17; Revelation 13:2

6 After that I looked, and there before me was another beast, like a leopard. It had four wings on its back like a bird and four heads. Dominion was given to it. 

 Cross References: Daniel 8:8; Habakkuk 1:8; Daniel 11:4

7 After this, in my vision at night I saw a fourth beast—terrifying, dreadful, and very strong. It had large iron teeth. It crushed and devoured its victims and trampled underfoot whatever was left. It was different from all the beasts before it, and it had ten horns. 

 Cross References: Daniel 2:40; Revelation 12:3; Revelation 17:3

8 While I was thinking about the horns, another horn—a little one—came up among them. Three of the first horns were uprooted before it. This little horn had eyes like human eyes and a mouth that spoke arrogantly.” 

 Cross References: Daniel 8:9; Psalm 12:3; Revelation 13:5

The Ancient of Days

9 “As I looked, thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took His seat. His clothing was white as snow, and the hair of His head was like pure wool. His throne was flaming with fire, and its wheels were all ablaze. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 1:26; Revelation 1:14; Psalm 50:3

10 A river of fire flowed out from before Him. Thousands upon thousands served Him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him. The court was seated, and the books were opened. 

 Cross References: Revelation 20:12; Revelation 5:11; Psalm 97:3

11 Then I continued to watch because of the boastful words the horn was speaking. I kept looking until the beast was slain and its body destroyed and thrown into the blazing fire. 

 Cross References: Revelation 19:20; Daniel 7:26; 2 Thessalonians 2:8

12 As for the other beasts, their power was taken away, but they were allowed to live for a period of time.” 

 Cross References: Daniel 2:39; Jeremiah 27:7; Isaiah 23:15

The Son of Man

13 “In my vision at night I saw one like a Son of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into His presence. 

 Cross References: Matthew 24:30; Mark 14:62; Revelation 1:7

14 He was given authority, glory, and a kingdom, so that all peoples, nations, and languages would serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will never pass away, and His kingdom is

one that will never be destroyed.” 

 Cross References: Luke 1:33; Revelation 11:15; Philippians 2:10

The Vision Explained

15 “I, Daniel, was troubled in spirit, and the visions disturbed me. 

 Cross References: Daniel 4:19; Genesis 41:8; Ezekiel 3:15

16 I approached one of those standing there and asked him the meaning of all this. So he explained: Cross References: Zechariah 1:9; Daniel 8:16; Revelation 7:13

17 ‘The four great beasts are four kingdoms that will rise from the earth. 

 Cross References: Daniel 2:39; Daniel 8:20; Revelation 17:10

18 But the saints of the Most High will receive the kingdom and will possess it forever—yes, forever and ever.’

 Cross References: Daniel 7:27; Matthew 5:5; Revelation 22:5

19 Then I wanted to know the truth about the fourth beast, which was different from all the others—

most terrifying, with iron teeth and bronze claws. It crushed and devoured its victims and trampled underfoot whatever was left. 

 Cross References: Daniel 2:40; Daniel 7:7; Revelation 13:2

20 I also wanted to know about the ten horns on its head and the other horn that came up, before which three fell—the horn that looked more imposing than the others and had eyes and a mouth that spoke boastfully. 

 Cross References: Revelation 13:5; Daniel 8:10; Revelation 12:3

21 As I watched, this horn was waging war against the saints and defeating them, Cross References: Revelation 13:7; Revelation 11:7; Daniel 8:24

22 until the Ancient of Days came and pronounced judgment in favor of the saints of the Most High, and the time came when they possessed the kingdom. 

 Cross References: Psalm 149:9; Revelation 20:4; 1 Corinthians 6:2

23 He gave me this explanation: ‘The fourth beast is a fourth kingdom that will appear on earth. It will be different from all other kingdoms and will devour the whole earth, trampling it down and crushing it. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 51:20; Revelation 13:7; Isaiah 14:6

24 The ten horns are ten kings who will come from this kingdom. After them another king will arise, different from the earlier ones. He will subdue three kings. 

 Cross References: Revelation 17:12; Daniel 8:9; Daniel 11:36

25 He will speak against the Most High and oppress His saints and try to change set times and laws. 

The saints will be handed over to him for a time, times, and half a time. 

 Cross References: Revelation 13:6; Revelation 12:14; Isaiah 14:14

26 But the court will sit, and his power will be taken away and completely destroyed forever. 

 Cross References: Revelation 19:20; Daniel 7:11; Isaiah 14:25

27 Then the sovereignty, power, and greatness of all the kingdoms under heaven will be handed over to the people of the saints of the Most High. His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all rulers will worship and obey Him.’

 Cross References: Revelation 11:15; Isaiah 9:7; Zechariah 14:9

28 This is the end of the matter. I, Daniel, was deeply troubled by my thoughts, and my face turned pale, but I kept the matter to myself.” 

 Cross References: Daniel 8:27; Luke 2:19; Job 2:13

Key Lessons from Daniel 7

•  God rules over history – The four beasts represent earthly kingdoms, but each has limits, and all are under God’s control. 

•  Earthly power is temporary – The mightiest kingdoms rise and fall, but God’s kingdom is everlasting. 

•  The Son of Man is the Messiah – Daniel foresaw Christ, who receives eternal authority from the Ancient of Days. 

•  God’s people may face suffering – The little horn wages war against the saints, but the Ancient of Days will vindicate them. 

•  The final victory belongs to God – The dominion of the arrogant horn will be destroyed, and the kingdom will be given to the saints forever. 

Daniel 8 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Vision of the Ram and the Goat” 

Daniel’s Vision by the Ulai River

1 In the third year of King Belshazzar’s reign, I, Daniel, had another vision, after the earlier one. 

 Cross References: Daniel 7:1; Daniel 10:1; Numbers 12:6

2 In my vision I found myself at the fortress of Susa, in the province of Elam. In the vision I was standing beside the Ulai River. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 1:1; Esther 1:2; Ezra 4:9

3 I looked up, and there before me stood a ram with two long horns. Both horns were high, but one was higher than the other, and the higher one came up last. 

 Cross References: Daniel 8:20; Daniel 5:28; Isaiah 13:17

4 The ram charged westward, northward, and southward. No animal could stand against it, and none could rescue from its power. It did as it pleased and became very great. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 45:1; Daniel 11:2; Jeremiah 51:11

5 As I was thinking about this, suddenly a goat with a prominent horn between its eyes came from the west, crossing the whole earth without touching the ground. 

 Cross References: Daniel 8:21; Daniel 11:3; Zechariah 9:13

6 It came toward the two-horned ram I had seen standing beside the river and rushed at it with furious power. 

 Cross References: Daniel 11:2; Proverbs 21:31; Isaiah 41:2

7 I watched as the goat attacked the ram furiously, shattering its two horns. The ram was powerless to stand against it; it was thrown to the ground and trampled. No one could rescue the ram from the goat’s power. 

 Cross References: Daniel 8:4; Isaiah 10:6; Nahum 3:19

8 The goat became very great, but at the height of its power, the large horn was broken off. In its place four prominent horns grew up toward the four winds of heaven. 

 Cross References: Daniel 11:4; Daniel 7:6; Zechariah 2:6

The Little Horn

9 Out of one of them came another horn, which started small but grew exceedingly great toward the south, the east, and the Beautiful Land. 

 Cross References: Daniel 7:8; Ezekiel 20:6; Daniel 11:16

10 It grew until it reached the host of heaven, and it cast some of the starry host down to the earth and trampled on them. 

 Cross References: Revelation 12:4; Isaiah 14:12; Revelation 9:1

11 It exalted itself as high as the Prince of the host; it took away the daily sacrifice, and the sanctuary was thrown down. 

 Cross References: 2 Thessalonians 2:4; Daniel 11:31; 2 Kings 25:9

12 Because of rebellion, an army was given over to it to oppose the daily sacrifice. It threw truth to the ground and prospered in what it did. 

 Cross References: Daniel 11:31; Isaiah 59:14; Amos 8:11

13 Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another asked him, “How long will the vision be—the daily sacrifice, the rebellion that causes desolation, and the trampling of the sanctuary and the host?” 

 Cross References: Revelation 6:10; Daniel 12:6; Matthew 24:15

14 He said to me, “It will take 2,300 evenings and mornings; then the sanctuary will be cleansed.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 16:30; Daniel 9:24; Hebrews 9:23

Gabriel Explains the Vision

15 While I, Daniel, was watching the vision and trying to understand it, suddenly one who looked like a man stood before me. 

 Cross References: Daniel 10:5; Ezekiel 40:3; Daniel 9:21

16 And I heard a man’s voice from the Ulai calling, “Gabriel, tell this man the meaning of the vision.” 

 Cross References: Luke 1:19; Daniel 9:21; Luke 1:26

17 As he came near, I was terrified and fell face down. He said to me, “Understand, son of man, that the vision concerns the time of the end.” 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 1:28; Revelation 1:17; Daniel 12:9

18 While he was speaking, I fell into a deep sleep with my face to the ground. But he touched me and helped me to stand. 

 Cross References: Daniel 10:9; Genesis 15:12; Ezekiel 2:2

19 He said, “I am going to tell you what will happen in the final time of wrath, for the end will come at the appointed time. 

 Cross References: Habakkuk 2:3; Daniel 11:27; Revelation 14:10

20 The ram with two horns you saw represents the kings of Media and Persia. 

 Cross References: Daniel 5:28; Esther 1:3; Daniel 8:3

21 The shaggy goat is the king of Greece, and the large horn between its eyes is the first king. 

 Cross References: Daniel 2:39; Daniel 7:6; Joel 3:6

22 The four horns that replaced the broken one represent four kingdoms that will arise from that nation, but none will have the power of the first. 

 Cross References: Daniel 11:4; Daniel 8:8; Zechariah 6:5

23 In the latter part of their reign, when sin has reached its full measure, a fierce king, skilled in intrigue, will arise. 

 Cross References: Daniel 11:21; Daniel 7:8; Daniel 11:32

24 His power will be mighty—but not by his own strength. He will cause astonishing destruction and succeed in whatever he does. He will destroy mighty men and the holy people. 

 Cross References: Revelation 13:2; Daniel 7:21; Daniel 11:33

25 He will use deceit to prosper, and in his arrogance he will destroy many who feel secure. He will rise up against the Prince of princes, but he will be destroyed—not by human power. 

 Cross References: 2 Thessalonians 2:8; Daniel 2:34; Revelation 19:20

26 The vision of the evenings and mornings that has been given is true. But seal up the vision, for it concerns the distant future.” 

 Cross References: Daniel 12:4; Revelation 22:10; Habakkuk 2:3

Daniel Overwhelmed

27 I, Daniel, was worn out and lay sick for several days. Then I got up and went about the king’s business. I was appalled by the vision; it was beyond understanding. 

 Cross References: Daniel 7:28; Ezekiel 3:15; Habakkuk 3:16

Key Lessons from Daniel 8

•  God reveals the future – Daniel’s vision points to the rise and fall of empires, showing that history is in God’s hands. 

•  Earthly power is temporary – The great horn and the four kingdoms remind us that human strength fades, but God’s plan continues. 

•  Pride leads to destruction – The little horn exalted itself even against God, but it was broken

“without human hands.” 

•  God limits evil – Even rebellion and oppression are bound by God’s appointed times. 

•  Hope in cleansing – The sanctuary would one day be restored, pointing to God’s ultimate plan of redemption in Christ. 

Daniel 9 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Daniel’s Prayer and the Seventy Weeks Prophecy” 

Daniel Prays for His People

1 In the first year of Darius son of Ahasuerus, a Mede who became king over the realm of the Chaldeans, 

 Cross References: Daniel 5:31; Daniel 6:1; Ezra 1:1

2 I, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures, according to the word of the Lord given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the desolation of Jerusalem would last seventy years. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 25:11; Jeremiah 29:10; 2 Chronicles 36:21

3 So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with Him in prayer and fasting, in sackcloth and ashes. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 9:1; Esther 4:16; Joel 2:12

4 I prayed to the Lord my God and confessed:

“O Lord, great and awesome God, who keeps His covenant of love with those who love Him and keep His commands, 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 1:5; Deuteronomy 7:9; 1 Kings 8:23

5 we have sinned and done wrong. We have been wicked and rebelled; we have turned away from Your commands and laws. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:47; Psalm 106:6; Nehemiah 9:2

6 We have not listened to Your servants the prophets, who spoke in Your name to our kings, princes, fathers, and all the people of the land. 


Introduction

1 The word of the Lord came to Zephaniah son of Cushi, son of Gedaliah, son of Amariah, son of Hezekiah, during the reign of Josiah son of Amon, king of Judah. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 22:1; Jeremiah 1:2; 2 Chronicles 34:3

God’s Judgment on All Creation

2 “I will completely sweep away everything from the face of the earth,” declares the Lord. 

 Cross References: Genesis 6:7; Genesis 8:21; Jeremiah 4:23

3 “I will sweep away people and animals; I will sweep away the birds in the sky and the fish in the sea —and the idols that cause people to stumble. When I destroy the wicked, I will cut off mankind from the face of the earth,” declares the Lord. 

 Cross References: Hosea 4:3; Ezekiel 38:20; Jeremiah 4:25

Judgment on Judah and Jerusalem

4 “I will stretch out My hand against Judah and against all who live in Jerusalem. I will destroy every remnant of Baal worship in this place, the names of the idolatrous priests—those who bow down to idols alongside the Lord, 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 23:5; 1 Kings 18:19; Hosea 2:17

5 those who bow down on rooftops to the starry host, those who swear by the Lord and also by Molech, 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 23:12; Deuteronomy 4:19; Leviticus 18:21

6 those who turn back from following the Lord, and those who never sought Him or inquired of Him.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 1:4; Jeremiah 2:13; Psalm 14:2

The Day of the Lord Approaches

7 Be silent before the Sovereign Lord, for the day of the Lord is near. The Lord has prepared a sacrifice; He has consecrated those He has invited. 

 Cross References: Habakkuk 2:20; Joel 1:15; Isaiah 34:6

8 “On the day of the Lord’s sacrifice, I will punish the officials and the king’s sons and all those who dress in foreign clothes. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 39:6; Leviticus 18:3; 2 Kings 23:30

9 On that day I will punish all who step over thresholds, who fill their master’s houses with violence and deceit. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 5:5; Amos 3:10; Micah 6:12

10 On that day,” declares the Lord, “a cry will rise from the Fish Gate, wailing from the New Quarter, and a loud crash from the hills. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 3:3; 2 Chronicles 33:14; Jeremiah 19:8

11 Wail, you who live in the market district; all your merchants will be wiped out, all who trade with silver will be destroyed. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 27:27; Isaiah 23:1; Revelation 18:11

12 At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps and punish those who are complacent, who say to themselves, ‘The Lord will do nothing, either good or bad.’

 Cross References: Amos 6:1; Malachi 2:17; Psalm 10:11

13 Their wealth will be plundered, their houses demolished. Though they build houses, they will not live in them; though they plant vineyards, they will not drink the wine.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:30; Amos 5:11; Micah 6:15

The Terror of the Day of the Lord

14 The great day of the Lord is near—near and coming quickly. The cry on the day of the Lord is bitter; even the warrior shouts in despair. 

 Cross References: Joel 2:1; Isaiah 13:6; Ezekiel 30:3

15 That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of trouble and ruin, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and blackness, 

 Cross References: Joel 2:2; Amos 5:20; Isaiah 13:9

16 a day of trumpet blasts and battle cries against the fortified cities and against the high towers. 

 Cross References: Numbers 10:9; Amos 3:6; Jeremiah 4:19

17 “I will bring such distress on all people that they will grope about like those who are blind, because they have sinned against the Lord. Their blood will be poured out like dust and their guts like dung. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:29; Isaiah 59:10; 2 Kings 9:37

18 Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the day of the Lord’s wrath. In the fire of His jealousy the whole earth will be consumed, for He will bring sudden and complete destruction on all who live on the earth.” 

 Cross References: Proverbs 11:4; Ezekiel 7:19; 2 Peter 3:10

Key Lessons from Zephaniah 1

•  God’s judgment is universal – His wrath will sweep across creation, consuming both people and the idols they worship. 

•  Idolatry invites destruction – Those who bow to Baal, Molech, or the stars will be cut off. 

•  Complacency is sin – To say “God will do nothing” is to deny His power and justice. 

•  Wealth cannot save – Silver and gold are powerless on the day of the Lord’s wrath. 

•  The day of the Lord is near – It is a day of wrath, darkness, and anguish for the wicked. 

•  God demands reverence – Silence before Him acknowledges His holiness and sovereignty. 

•  Judgment calls us to repentance – Only those who turn back to the Lord can find mercy. 

Zephaniah 2 – Crawford Standard Bible

“A Call to Repentance and Judgment on the Nations” 

A Call to Humility and Repentance

1 Gather together, yes, gather yourselves, you undesired nation, Cross References: Joel 2:16; 2 Chronicles 20:4; Jonah 3:5

2 before the decree takes effect—before the day passes like chaff, before the Lord’s fierce anger comes upon you, before the day of the Lord’s wrath falls. 

 Cross References: Psalm 1:4; Psalm 35:5; Nahum 1:6

3 Seek the Lord, all you humble of the land, you who do what He commands. Seek righteousness, seek humility; perhaps you will be sheltered on the day of the Lord’s anger. 

 Cross References: Amos 5:6; Amos 5:14; Psalm 27:5

Judgment on Philistia

4 For Gaza will be abandoned and Ashkelon left in ruins. At midday Ashdod will be driven out, and Ekron will be uprooted. 

 Cross References: Amos 1:6; Jeremiah 47:5; Isaiah 20:1

5 Woe to you who live by the sea, you nation of the Cherethites! The word of the Lord is against you, Canaan, land of the Philistines. “I will destroy you, and none will be left.” 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 25:16; 1 Samuel 30:14; Jeremiah 47:4

6 The seacoast will become pastures, with meadows for shepherds and pens for flocks. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 17:2; Ezekiel 25:5; Isaiah 5:17

7 The land will belong to the remnant of Judah; there they will find pasture. In the evening they will lie down in the houses of Ashkelon. For the Lord their God will care for them and restore their fortunes. 

 Cross References: Obadiah 1:19; Jeremiah 30:3; Amos 9:14

Judgment on Moab and Ammon

8 “I have heard the insults of Moab and the taunts of the Ammonites, who insulted My people and made threats against their land. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 25:8; Amos 1:13; Jeremiah 48:27

9 Therefore, as surely as I live,” declares the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, “Moab will become like Sodom, and Ammon like Gomorrah—a place of weeds and salt pits, a perpetual wasteland. The remnant of My people will plunder them; the survivors of My nation will inherit their land.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 19:24; Deuteronomy 29:23; Isaiah 34:9

10 This is what they will get for their pride, for mocking and insulting the people of the Lord Almighty. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 16:18; Jeremiah 48:29; Obadiah 1:3

11 The Lord will be awesome to them when He destroys all the gods of the earth. Distant nations, even those on the islands, will worship Him, each in their own land. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 45:22; Psalm 97:7; Malachi 1:11

Judgment on Cush and Assyria

12 “You Cushites also, you will be slain by My sword.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 20:4; Ezekiel 30:4; Jeremiah 46:9

13 He will stretch out His hand against the north and destroy Assyria, leaving Nineveh utterly desolate, as dry as the wilderness. 

 Cross References: Nahum 1:1; Nahum 3:7; Isaiah 10:12

14 Herds will lie down there, creatures of every kind. The desert owl and the screech owl will roost on her columns. Their calls will echo through the windows; rubble will be in the doorways; the cedar beams will be exposed. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 34:11; Nahum 2:10; Isaiah 13:21

15 This is the carefree city that once said to itself, “I am the only one. There is none beside me.” 

What a ruin she has become, a lair for wild animals! All who pass by her will scoff and shake their fists. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 47:8; Nahum 3:19; Ezekiel 27:36

Key Lessons from Zephaniah 2

•  Repentance is urgent – The nation is called to gather, humble themselves, and seek righteousness before God’s judgment arrives. 

•  The meek find shelter in the Lord – Those who walk humbly and seek God may be hidden in the day of His wrath. 

•  Pride brings destruction – Moab, Ammon, Assyria, and Nineveh fell because of their arrogance and insults against God’s people. 

•  God reverses fortunes – Lands of the enemy become pasture for the faithful remnant of Judah. 

•  False gods will be silenced – The Lord will famish the idols of the nations so that all peoples will worship Him. 

•  Earthly power is temporary – Even great cities like Nineveh, once proud and secure, became ruins where wild animals dwell. 

Zephaniah 3 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Judgment and Restoration” 

The Corruption of Jerusalem

1 Woe to the rebellious and defiled city, the city of oppression! 

 Cross References: Isaiah 1:21; Jeremiah 22:17; Micah 3:10

2 She listens to no voice, accepts no correction. She does not trust in the Lord, nor draw near to her God. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 5:3; Proverbs 1:25; Hosea 11:2

3 Her officials are roaring lions; her judges are like evening wolves, who leave nothing for the morning. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 22:25; Micah 3:11; Habakkuk 1:8

4 Her prophets are arrogant and treacherous; her priests profane the sanctuary and do violence to the law. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 23:11; Ezekiel 22:26; Malachi 2:8

The Lord’s Righteousness and Warning

5 The Lord is righteous in her midst; He does no wrong. Every morning He brings His justice to light; He never fails. But the wicked know no shame. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:4; Psalm 92:2; Jeremiah 6:15

6 “I have destroyed nations; their strongholds lie in ruins. I left their streets deserted, with no one passing through. Their cities are laid waste, without people, without inhabitants. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 35:7; Jeremiah 4:7; Isaiah 34:10

7 I said to you, ‘Surely you will fear Me and accept correction!’ Then her dwelling would not be destroyed. But instead they were eager to act corruptly in all they did.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 32:33; Deuteronomy 9:24; Genesis 6:5

God’s Judgment on the Nations

8 “Therefore wait for Me,” declares the Lord, “for the day I rise up to testify. I have decided to gather the nations, to assemble the kingdoms and pour out My wrath on them—all My fierce anger. The whole world will be consumed by the fire of My jealous anger.” 

 Cross References: Joel 3:2; Psalm 50:3; Isaiah 30:18

The Promise of Restoration

9 “Then I will purify the lips of the peoples, so that all of them may call on the name of the Lord and serve Him shoulder to shoulder. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 6:7; Acts 2:6; Genesis 11:7

10 From beyond the rivers of Cush My scattered people will bring Me offerings. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 18:1; Psalm 68:31; Isaiah 66:20

11 On that day you will no longer be put to shame for all the wrongs you have done to Me, because I will remove from you your arrogant boasters. Never again will you be haughty on My holy mountain. 

 Cross References: Joel 2:26; Isaiah 2:11; Isaiah 65:25

12 But I will leave within you the meek and humble, who trust in the name of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 57:15; Matthew 5:5; Isaiah 66:2

13 The remnant of Israel will do no wrong; they will not speak lies or have deceitful tongues. They will eat and lie down, and no one will make them afraid.” 

 Cross References: Micah 4:4; Revelation 14:5; Psalm 34:13

Rejoicing in God’s Presence

14 Sing, Daughter Zion! Shout aloud, Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, Daughter Jerusalem! 

 Cross References: Zechariah 9:9; Isaiah 12:6; Joel 2:21

15 The Lord has taken away your punishment; He has turned back your enemy. The King of Israel, the Lord, is with you; never again will you fear harm. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 40:2; Psalm 118:6; Numbers 23:21

16 On that day they will say to Jerusalem, “Do not fear, Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 35:4; Hebrews 12:12; Joshua 1:9

17 The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty One who saves. He will delight in you; in His love He will calm your fears. He will rejoice over you with singing.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 62:5; Luke 1:47; Romans 8:38

The Final Gathering and Restoration

18 “I will remove from you those who mourn over the loss of the appointed festivals, so you will no longer bear reproach. 

 Cross References: Lamentations 1:4; Isaiah 61:3; Joel 1:9

19 At that time I will deal with all who oppressed you. I will rescue the lame; I will gather the exiles. 

I will give them praise and honor in every land where they have suffered shame. 

 Cross References: Micah 4:6; Ezekiel 34:16; Jeremiah 33:9

20 At that time I will gather you. At that time I will bring you home. I will give you honor and praise among all the peoples of the earth when I restore your fortunes before your very eyes,” says the Lord. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 30:3; Ezekiel 39:27; Jeremiah 29:14

Key Lessons from Zephaniah 3

•  Rebellion brings ruin – Leaders, prophets, and priests who reject God’s correction bring destruction on their cities. 

•  God is just and faithful – He reveals His justice daily, even when the wicked ignore it. 

•  Judgment precedes restoration – Nations and the proud will fall before God’s people are renewed. 

•  The humble are preserved – God spares the meek who trust in His name. 

•  The remnant will live in peace – A faithful remnant will be free from lies, fear, and oppression. 

•  God delights in His people – He rejoices over them with singing, turning fear into joy. 

•  Restoration is global – Scattered exiles will be gathered, honored, and restored by the Lord Himself. 

Introduction to the Book of Haggai

“Consider your ways.” – Haggai 1:5

Title and Meaning

The name  Haggai comes from the Hebrew Ḥaggay, meaning “festive” or “festival of Yahweh.” 

His name may reflect the hope of restored worship and celebration after the exile. The book of Haggai is short but powerful, containing urgent calls for the people to rebuild the temple and renew their devotion to the Lord. 

Author and Date

Haggai is identified as a prophet who ministered in 520 BC, during the reign of Darius I of Persia. 

This was about 18 years after the first group of exiles returned from Babylon under Zerubbabel (around 538 BC). The rebuilding of the temple had stalled due to opposition and discouragement. 

Haggai’s ministry, alongside the prophet Zechariah, reignited the people’s commitment to complete the temple by 516 BC. 

Purpose of Haggai

The book was written to stir up the people of Judah to finish rebuilding the temple, reminding them that God’s presence and blessing were tied to their obedience. Its purpose includes:

•  Confronting the people’s misplaced priorities—living in paneled houses while God’s house lay in ruins. 

•  Encouraging them with God’s promise of provision and presence. 

•  Pointing forward to the greater glory of the temple in God’s redemptive plan, ultimately fulfilled in Christ. 

Structure of Haggai

The book consists of four short prophetic messages delivered over just a few months in 520 BC: 1A Call to Rebuild the Temple (1:1–15)

•  The people are urged to put God first and rebuild His house. 2A Promise of Glory (2:1–9)

•  God promises that the glory of the new temple will surpass the former. 3Blessings for Obedience (2:10–19)

•  God reminds them that holiness cannot be transferred, but sin can; obedience brings blessing. 

4A Promise to Zerubbabel (2:20–23)

•  God affirms Zerubbabel as His chosen servant, foreshadowing the coming Messiah. 

Major Themes

•  Put God First – Priorities must be centered on God and His work. 

•  The Temple as God’s Dwelling – Rebuilding the temple symbolized God’s presence with His people. 

•  Encouragement in Discouragement – God’s promises sustain His people when they face obstacles. 

•  Future Glory – The “latter glory” points to Christ, in whom God’s presence dwells fully. 

•  God’s Sovereignty – He controls history, nations, and leaders to accomplish His plan. 

Why Haggai Matters Today

The message of Haggai remains relevant:

•  We are called to examine our priorities—do we build our own kingdoms while neglecting God’s? 

•  God’s presence with His people is more important than outward appearances. 

•  Christ Himself is the fulfillment of Haggai’s prophecy—the true temple where God dwells among us (John 2:19–21). 

•  In times of discouragement, Haggai reminds us that obedience brings blessing and God’s glory will ultimately be revealed. 

Key Verse

“The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith the Lord of hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith the Lord of hosts.” – Haggai 2:9 This verse looks beyond the second temple to the coming of Christ, who brings the true glory and peace of God’s presence. 

Haggai 1 – Crawford Standard Bible

“A Call to Rebuild the House of the Lord” 

The Lord’s Word to His People

1 In the second year of King Darius, on the first day of the sixth month, the word of the Lord came through Haggai the prophet to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest. 

 Cross References: Ezra 4:24; Zechariah 1:1; Ezra 3:2

2 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “These people say, ‘The time has not yet come to rebuild the Lord’s house.’” 

 Cross References: Ezra 4:4; Ecclesiastes 11:4; Amos 6:1

3 Then the word of the Lord came through Haggai the prophet:

 Cross References: Jeremiah 1:2; Ezekiel 1:3; Zechariah 1:7

4 “Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house remains in ruins?” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 7:2; Amos 3:15; Jeremiah 22:14

Consider Your Ways

5 Now this is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:29; Lamentations 3:40; Psalm 119:59

6 You have planted much but harvested little. You eat, but you never have enough. You drink, but you are never filled. You put on clothes, but you are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:38; Leviticus 26:26; Micah 6:14

7 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 

 Cross References: Malachi 3:7; Joel 1:2; Isaiah 1:3

8 Go up into the mountains, bring down timber, and build My house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored,” says the Lord. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 5:6; Ezra 3:7; 2 Chronicles 2:8

9 “You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. What you brought home, I blew away. 

Why?” declares the Lord Almighty. “Because My house remains in ruins, while each of you is busy with your own house. 

 Cross References: Micah 6:15; Malachi 3:9; Leviticus 26:20

10 Therefore, because of you the heavens have withheld their dew and the earth its crops. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 11:17; 1 Kings 8:35; Leviticus 26:19

11 I called for a drought on the fields, the mountains, the grain, the new wine, the olive oil, and everything else the ground produces, on people, livestock, and on all the labor of your hands.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:23; Joel 1:10; Amos 4:6

The People’s Obedience

12 Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Joshua son of Jehozadak the high priest, and the whole remnant of the people obeyed the voice of the Lord their God and the message of the prophet Haggai, because the Lord their God had sent him. And the people feared the Lord. 

 Cross References: Ezra 5:2; Zechariah 4:6; Exodus 19:8

13 Then Haggai, the Lord’s messenger, gave this message of the Lord to the people: “I am with you,” 

declares the Lord. 

 Cross References: Exodus 3:12; Joshua 1:5; Matthew 28:20

14 So the Lord stirred the spirit of Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, the spirit of Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people. They came and began to work on the house of the Lord Almighty, their God, Cross References: Ezra 1:5; Exodus 35:21; Nehemiah 2:12

15 on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month in the second year of King Darius. 

 Cross References: Ezra 6:15; Zechariah 8:9; Zechariah 7:1

Key Lessons from Haggai 1

•  God calls us to put Him first – The people delayed building the Lord’s house while focusing on their own comfort, and it brought emptiness. 

•  Neglecting God leads to frustration – Despite hard work, they had little to show because God withheld blessing. 

•  Obedience brings God’s presence – When the people listened and feared the Lord, He promised, “I am with you.” 

•  God stirs hearts for His work – True revival begins when the Spirit of God moves His people to act. 

•  God is honored by our priorities – Building His house showed that He was first, not last, in their lives. 

Haggai 2 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Glory of the New Temple and God’s Promise of Blessing” 

Encouragement to Rebuild

1 On the twenty-first day of the seventh month, the word of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai:

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:34; Nehemiah 8:14; Ezra 3:4

2 “Speak to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of the people. Ask them, 

 Cross References: Ezra 3:8; Zechariah 3:1; Zechariah 4:7

3 ‘Who among you is left that saw this house in its former glory? How does it look to you now? Does it not seem like nothing compared to the former temple? 

 Cross References: Ezra 3:12; 1 Kings 8:11; Ezra 3:13

4 But now be strong, Zerubbabel,’ declares the Lord. ‘Be strong, Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people of the land, and work. For I am with you,’ declares the Lord Almighty. 

 Cross References: Joshua 1:6; Deuteronomy 31:6; 1 Chronicles 28:20

5 ‘This is the covenant I made with you when you came out of Egypt. My Spirit remains among you. 

Do not fear.’” 

 Cross References: Exodus 29:45; Exodus 19:5; Isaiah 63:11

The Promise of Greater Glory

6 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “In a little while I will once more shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 12:26; Exodus 19:18; Joel 3:16

7 I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations will come, and I will fill this house with glory,” 

says the Lord Almighty. 

 Cross References: Malachi 3:1; Isaiah 60:5; Isaiah 2:2

8 “The silver is Mine and the gold is Mine,” declares the Lord Almighty. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 29:14; Psalm 24:1; Psalm 50:10

9 “The glory of this new house will be greater than the glory of the former one. And in this place I will grant peace,” declares the Lord Almighty. 

 Cross References: Ezra 6:16; Ephesians 2:14; Isaiah 2:4

A Lesson on Holiness and Defilement

10 On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in the second year of Darius, the word of the Lord came to the prophet Haggai:

 Cross References: Nehemiah 9:1; Jeremiah 36:9; Ezra 3:6

11 “This is what the Lord Almighty says: Ask the priests about the law: Cross References: Leviticus 10:10; Deuteronomy 17:9; Malachi 2:7

12 If someone carries holy meat in the fold of his garment, and it touches bread, stew, wine, oil, or any other food, does it make it holy?” The priests answered, “No.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 6:27; Exodus 29:37; Leviticus 7:19

13 Then Haggai said, “If someone defiled by contact with a dead body touches any of these, does it become defiled?” The priests answered, “Yes, it becomes defiled.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 19:11; Leviticus 22:4; Numbers 19:22

14 Then Haggai said, “So it is with this people and this nation in My sight. Whatever they do and whatever they offer there is defiled. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 64:6; Titus 1:15; Amos 5:21

15 Now give careful thought from this day onward. Before one stone was laid on another in the Lord’s temple, 

 Cross References: Ezra 3:10; Zechariah 4:9; Ezra 5:16

16 when anyone came to a heap of twenty measures, there were only ten. When anyone went to draw fifty measures of wine, there were only twenty. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:16; Joel 1:17; Deuteronomy 28:17

17 I struck all the work of your hands with blight, mildew, and hail, yet you did not return to Me,” 

declares the Lord. 

 Cross References: Amos 4:9; Deuteronomy 28:22; Jeremiah 5:3

18 “From this twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, give careful thought to the day when the foundation of the Lord’s temple was laid. Give careful thought: Cross References: Ezra 3:11; Zechariah 4:10; Job 8:7

19 Is there still seed left in the barn? Until now, the vine, the fig tree, the pomegranate, and the olive tree have not borne fruit. But from this day on I will bless you.” 

 Cross References: Malachi 3:10; Joel 2:19; Deuteronomy 28:8

God’s Promise to Zerubbabel

20 The word of the Lord came to Haggai a second time on the twenty-fourth day of the month: Cross References: Jonah 3:1; Jeremiah 33:1; 1 Samuel 3:8

21 “Tell Zerubbabel governor of Judah that I will shake the heavens and the earth. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 13:13; Joel 2:10; Ezekiel 38:20

22 I will overthrow royal thrones and shatter the power of foreign kingdoms. I will overthrow chariots and their drivers; horses and their riders will fall, each by the sword of his brother. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:27; Judges 7:22; Ezekiel 38:21

23 On that day,” declares the Lord Almighty, “I will take you, My servant Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel,” declares the Lord, “and I will make you like My signet ring, for I have chosen you,” 

declares the Lord Almighty. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 22:24; Matthew 1:12; 1 Chronicles 3:19

Key Lessons from Haggai 2

•  God calls for courage and work – His presence empowers His people to continue even when their efforts seem small. 

•  The new temple’s glory is greater – God promises a future filled with glory and peace beyond the former splendor. 

•  Holiness is not easily transferred, but defilement is – God warns that disobedience corrupts, but obedience brings blessing. 

•  Past struggles were a call to return to God – Drought, blight, and loss were meant to turn the people’s hearts back to Him. 

•  Blessing begins with obedience – The day they laid the foundation, God promised fruitfulness and provision. 

•  God raises leaders for His purpose – Zerubbabel was chosen as a “signet ring,” a symbol of authority, pointing to the coming Messiah. 

Introduction to the Book of Zechariah

“Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.” – Zechariah 4:6

Title and Meaning

The name  Zechariah comes from the Hebrew Zekharyah, meaning “The Lord remembers.”  This is a fitting title, as the book emphasizes God’s faithfulness to remember His covenant promises to His people, even after exile. Zechariah delivers both words of encouragement and visions of hope, pointing God’s people toward ultimate restoration and the coming of the Messiah. 

Author and Date

Zechariah, the son of Berechiah and grandson of Iddo (Zechariah 1:1), was both a priest and a prophet. He began prophesying in 520 BC, the same year as Haggai, during the reign of Darius I of Persia. While Haggai focused on motivating the people to rebuild the temple, Zechariah offered visions and promises that showed God’s greater redemptive plan beyond the temple walls. His ministry likely extended for several years, perhaps into the late 5th century BC. 

Purpose of Zechariah

The book of Zechariah was written to encourage the returned exiles to rebuild the temple and renew their covenant loyalty. Beyond that, it points forward to God’s coming kingdom and the Messiah. Its purposes include:

•  Encouraging the people with visions of God’s protection and presence. 

•  Revealing that the temple pointed to a greater fulfillment in the Messiah. 

•  Teaching that God’s Spirit, not human power, would accomplish His purposes. 

•  Giving prophetic glimpses of Christ’s first coming in humility and His future reign in glory. 

Structure of Zechariah

Zechariah is one of the most complex and prophetic books of the Old Testament, often divided into two main sections: 1. Visions and Encouragement (Chapters 1–8)

•  Eight night visions (Chs. 1–6) encouraging the people with God’s plans for Jerusalem. 

•  Exhortations to repent and live righteously (Ch. 7). 

•  Promises of future blessing, restoration, and God’s presence (Ch. 8). 2. Prophecies of the Messiah and the End Times (Chapters 9–14)

•  The coming of the humble King riding on a donkey (9:9). 

•  The Shepherd struck and the sheep scattered (13:7). 

•  The final triumph of the Lord and His reign over all the earth (Ch. 14). 

Major Themes

•  The Lord Remembers – God is faithful to His promises and His covenant people. 

•  The Power of the Spirit – God’s work is accomplished not by human strength but by His Spirit. 

•  The Coming Messiah – Prophecies of Christ’s first and second coming are woven throughout. 

•  Hope and Restoration – God restores His people, His city, and His temple. 

•  The Day of the Lord – Zechariah points forward to God’s final judgment and ultimate reign. 

Why Zechariah Matters Today

Zechariah is one of the most Christ-centered books of the Old Testament, often quoted in the New Testament. It reminds us that:

•  God remembers His people and His promises, even in discouraging times. 

•  The Messiah has come in humility (Jesus’ triumphal entry, Matthew 21:5) and will come again in glory. 

•  God’s kingdom will ultimately triumph, bringing peace and restoration to all who belong to Him. 

•  Believers today are called to live in hope, looking forward to Christ’s return. 

Key Verse

“Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.” – Zechariah 4:6 This verse captures the heart of Zechariah’s message: God’s purposes are not achieved through human strength, but through His Spirit working in and through His people. 

Zechariah 1 – Crawford Standard Bible

“A Call to Return and Visions of Hope” 

A Call to Return to the Lord

1 In the eighth month of the second year of Darius, the word of the Lord came to Zechariah son of Berechiah, the grandson of Iddo the prophet. 

 Cross References: Ezra 5:1; Haggai 1:1; Nehemiah 12:16

2 The Lord was very angry with your ancestors. 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 36:16; Isaiah 47:6; Lamentations 2:2

3 Therefore tell the people: “This is what the Lord Almighty says: Return to Me, and I will return to you,” declares the Lord Almighty. 

 Cross References: Malachi 3:7; Joel 2:12; James 4:8

4 “Do not be like your ancestors, to whom the earlier prophets proclaimed, ‘Turn from your evil ways and your evil deeds.’ But they would not listen or pay attention to Me,” declares the Lord. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 25:5; 2 Kings 17:14; Ezekiel 18:31

5 “Where are your ancestors now? And the prophets—do they live forever? 

 Cross References: Psalm 90:10; Job 14:1; Hebrews 11:13

6 But My words and decrees, which I commanded My servants the prophets, overtook your ancestors. And they repented and said, ‘The Lord Almighty has done to us what our ways and deeds deserved, just as He determined to do.’” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 30:2; Nehemiah 9:33; Lamentations 1:18

The Vision of the Horses Among the Myrtle Trees

7 On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month, the month of Shebat, in the second year of Darius, the word of the Lord came to the prophet Zechariah son of Berechiah, the grandson of Iddo. 

 Cross References: Haggai 1:15; Daniel 10:1; Ezra 6:15

8 During the night I had a vision, and there before me was a man riding a red horse. He was standing among the myrtle trees in a ravine. Behind him were red, brown, and white horses. 

 Cross References: Revelation 6:4; Isaiah 55:13; Revelation 19:11

9 I asked, “My lord, what are these?” 

The angel who was talking with me answered, “I will show you what they are.” 

 Cross References: Daniel 7:16; Ezekiel 40:4; Revelation 7:13

10 The man standing among the myrtle trees explained, “These are the ones the Lord has sent to go throughout the earth.” 

 Cross References: Job 1:7; 2 Chronicles 16:9; Revelation 5:6

11 And they reported to the angel of the Lord, who was standing among the myrtle trees: “We have gone throughout the earth and found the whole world at rest and in peace.” 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 4:40; Psalm 46:9; Habakkuk 1:3

12 Then the angel of the Lord said, “Lord Almighty, how long will You withhold mercy from Jerusalem and the towns of Judah, which You have been angry with these seventy years?” 

 Cross References: Psalm 79:5; Daniel 9:2; Revelation 6:10

13 So the Lord spoke kind and comforting words to the angel who talked with me. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 40:1; Isaiah 57:18; Hosea 2:14

14 Then the angel said to me, “Proclaim this message: This is what the Lord Almighty says: I am very jealous for Jerusalem and Zion, 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:5; 2 Corinthians 11:2; Joel 2:18

15 and I am very angry with the nations that feel secure. I was only a little angry, but they added to the calamity. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 10:7; Obadiah 1:12; Amos 6:1

16 Therefore this is what the Lord says: I have returned to Jerusalem with mercy, and My house will be rebuilt there. The measuring line will be stretched out over Jerusalem,” declares the Lord Almighty. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 31:39; Haggai 1:8; Ezekiel 40:3

17 “Proclaim further: This is what the Lord Almighty says: My towns will again overflow with prosperity, and the Lord will again comfort Zion and choose Jerusalem.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 51:3; Psalm 132:13; Jeremiah 33:13

The Vision of the Four Horns and Four Craftsmen

18 Then I looked up, and there before me were four horns. 

 Cross References: Daniel 7:24; Daniel 8:20; Revelation 17:12

19 I asked the angel who was speaking to me, “What are these?” 

He answered, “These are the horns that scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 52:27; Ezekiel 36:19; Daniel 8:22

20 Then the Lord showed me four craftsmen. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 54:16; Ezekiel 21:31; 1 Kings 22:19

21 I asked, “What are they coming to do?” 

He answered, “These are the horns that scattered Judah so that no one could raise their head. But the craftsmen have come to terrify them and throw down these horns of the nations who lifted themselves up against the land of Judah to scatter its people.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 41:15; Jeremiah 51:20; Micah 4:13

Key Lessons from Zechariah 1

•  Return to God and He will return to you – God calls His people to repentance and promises His presence to those who turn back. 

•  God’s Word always stands – Prophets and people pass away, but God’s decrees are fulfilled. 

•  God sees the whole earth – His messengers go throughout the world and report back that He rules over all. 

•  God is merciful to His people – Though He was angry, His compassion brings restoration and blessing. 

•  God’s house will be rebuilt – The temple in Jerusalem is a sign of His presence and His plan for peace. 

•  Enemies will be broken – The nations that oppress God’s people will be overthrown by His power. 

Zechariah 2 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Jerusalem Without Walls and God’s Dwelling Among His People” 

The Man with the Measuring Line

1 Then I looked up and saw a man with a measuring line in his hand. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 47:3; Jeremiah 31:38; Revelation 21:15

2 I asked him, “Where are you going?” 

He replied, “To measure Jerusalem, to see how wide and how long it is.” 

 Cross References: Revelation 21:16; Ezekiel 45:6; Psalm 48:12

3 Then the angel who was speaking with me went out, and another angel came to meet him, Cross References: Daniel 9:21; Genesis 18:2; Luke 1:19

4 and said, “Run and tell that young man: ‘Jerusalem will be a city without walls because of the great number of people and livestock in it. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 49:19; Ezekiel 38:11; Revelation 21:25

5 For I will be a wall of fire around her,’ declares the Lord, ‘and I will be the glory within her.’” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 60:19; Exodus 14:19; Psalm 34:7

A Call to Flee and Be Delivered

6 “Come! Come! Flee from the land of the north,” declares the Lord, “for I have scattered you to the four winds of heaven.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 6:22; Isaiah 43:5; Deuteronomy 30:4

7 “Come, Zion! Escape, you who live with the daughter of Babylon.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 48:20; Jeremiah 51:6; Revelation 18:4

8 For this is what the Lord Almighty says: “After the Glorious One has sent Me against the nations that have plundered you—for whoever touches you touches the apple of His eye—

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:10; Psalm 17:8; Genesis 12:3

9 I will surely raise My hand against them so that their slaves will plunder them. Then you will know that the Lord Almighty has sent Me.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 14:2; Exodus 12:36; Habakkuk 2:8

God’s Promise to Dwell with His People

10 “Shout and be glad, Daughter Zion. For I am coming, and I will live among you,” declares the Lord. 

 Cross References: Zephaniah 3:14; John 1:14; Isaiah 12:6

11 “Many nations will be joined with the Lord in that day and will become My people. I will live among you and you will know that the Lord Almighty has sent Me to you. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 56:7; Ephesians 2:19; Revelation 21:3

12 The Lord will inherit Judah as His portion in the holy land and will again choose Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:9; Psalm 78:68; Psalm 132:14

13 Be still before the Lord, all mankind, because He has risen from His holy dwelling.” 

 Cross References: Habakkuk 2:20; Psalm 46:10; Zephaniah 1:7

Key Lessons from Zechariah 2

•  God Himself protects His people – Jerusalem did not need physical walls; the Lord promised to be a wall of fire around them. 

•  God’s glory dwells within His people – His presence in the midst of Jerusalem gave them identity and strength. 

•  God calls His people out of bondage – Just as He called Israel out of Babylon, He calls His people today to leave sin and captivity. 

•  God’s people are precious to Him – Whoever harms them touches the “apple of His eye.” 

•  Nations will join the Lord – His plan extends beyond Israel, welcoming people from every nation to be His own. 

•  Silence before the Lord – When God arises to act, all the earth must stand in awe of His power and holiness. 

Zechariah 3 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Joshua Cleansed and the Coming Branch” 

Joshua Before the Angel of the Lord

1 Then the Lord showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan was standing at his right hand to accuse him. 

 Cross References: Job 1:6; Revelation 12:10; Psalm 109:6

2 The Lord said to Satan, “The Lord rebuke you, Satan! The Lord, who has chosen Jerusalem, rebuke you! Is not this man like a burning stick snatched from the fire?” 

 Cross References: Jude 1:9; Amos 4:11; 1 Corinthians 3:15

3 Now Joshua was clothed in filthy garments as he stood before the angel. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 64:6; Revelation 3:4; Isaiah 6:5

4 The angel said to those standing by, “Take off his filthy clothes.” Then he said to Joshua, “See, I have taken away your sin, and I will clothe you with fine garments.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 61:10; Revelation 7:14; Luke 15:22

5 I said, “Put a clean turban on his head.” So they put a clean turban on his head and clothed him, while the angel of the Lord stood by. 

 Cross References: Exodus 28:36; Ezekiel 44:18; Isaiah 61:10

God’s Charge and Promise to Joshua

6 The angel of the Lord gave this solemn command to Joshua:

 Cross References: 1 Timothy 5:21; Numbers 3:8; Leviticus 8:35

7 “This is what the Lord Almighty says: If you walk in My ways and keep My charge, then you will govern My house and have charge of My courts, and I will give you a place among those standing here.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 2:3; Hebrews 3:6; Revelation 3:21

8 “Listen, High Priest Joshua, you and your associates sitting before you, who are symbolic of things to come: I am going to bring My servant, the Branch. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 4:2; Jeremiah 23:5; Jeremiah 33:15

9 See, the stone I have set before Joshua! There are seven eyes on that one stone, and I will engrave an inscription on it,” declares the Lord Almighty, “and I will remove the sin of this land in a single day.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 28:16; Revelation 5:6; Hebrews 9:26

10 “In that day each of you will invite your neighbor to sit under your vine and fig tree,” declares the Lord Almighty. 

 Cross References: Micah 4:4; 1 Kings 4:25; John 1:48

Key Lessons from Zechariah 3

•  Satan accuses, but God defends – Joshua stood accused, but the Lord rebuked Satan and declared His choice of Jerusalem. 

•  God removes sin and restores righteousness – The filthy garments represented guilt, and God replaced them with clean robes, a picture of forgiveness. 

•  Obedience leads to responsibility – God promised Joshua authority in His house if he walked faithfully. 

•  The Branch points to Christ – God’s servant, the Branch, is the promised Messiah who would bring lasting salvation. 

•  A day of complete forgiveness – God declared that in one day the sins of the land would be removed—fulfilled in the sacrifice of Christ. 

•  Peace and fellowship follow restoration – The picture of sitting under the vine and fig tree shows security, blessing, and unity under God’s rule. 

Zechariah 4 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Golden Lampstand and God’s Spirit” 

The Vision of the Golden Lampstand

1 Then the angel who talked with me came back and woke me, as one is awakened from sleep. 

 Cross References: Daniel 8:18; Daniel 10:9; Ephesians 5:14

2 He asked me, “What do you see?” 

I replied, “I see a solid gold lampstand with a bowl on top, and seven lamps on it, with seven pipes to the lamps. 

 Cross References: Exodus 25:31; Revelation 1:12; Revelation 4:5

3 There are also two olive trees by it, one on the right side of the bowl and the other on the left.” 

 Cross References: Revelation 11:4; Psalm 52:8; Romans 11:17

4 I asked the angel who talked with me, “What are these, my lord?” 

 Cross References: Daniel 12:8; Ezekiel 37:3; Revelation 7:13

5 He answered, “Don’t you know what these are?” 

And I said, “No, my lord.” 

 Cross References: Acts 8:31; John 3:9; Daniel 8:16

Not by Might, but by My Spirit

6 So he said to me, “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ says the Lord Almighty. 

 Cross References: Psalm 20:7; 1 Corinthians 1:27; 2 Corinthians 12:9

7 What are you, mighty mountain? Before Zerubbabel you will become level ground. Then he will bring out the capstone to shouts of ‘Grace, grace to it!’” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 40:4; Isaiah 45:2; Psalm 118:22

8 Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying:

 Cross References: Ezra 3:10; Haggai 2:4; Philippians 1:6

9 “The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house, and his hands will also complete it. Then you will know that the Lord Almighty has sent me to you.” 

 Cross References: Haggai 2:9; Nehemiah 6:15; John 17:4

10 “Who dares despise the day of small things? These seven—the eyes of the Lord that range throughout the earth—will rejoice when they see the plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel.” 

 Cross References: 2 Chronicles 16:9; Amos 7:7; Job 8:7

The Two Olive Trees

11 Then I asked the angel, “What are these two olive trees on the right and the left of the lampstand?” 

 Cross References: Revelation 11:3; 1 Kings 6:23; Exodus 25:32

12 And again I asked, “What are these two olive branches that pour out golden oil through two golden pipes?” 

 Cross References: Exodus 27:20; Psalm 133:2; James 5:14

13 He replied, “Don’t you know what these are?” 

I said, “No, my lord.” 

 Cross References: Mark 4:13; Luke 24:25; John 16:12

14 So he said, “These are the two anointed ones who stand beside the Lord of the whole earth.” 

 Cross References: Revelation 11:4; Deuteronomy 19:15; 1 Samuel 16:13

Key Lessons from Zechariah 4

•  God’s work is done by His Spirit – Success in building the temple was not through human strength but through God’s Spirit. 

•  Obstacles become nothing before God – Mountains of opposition are leveled when God empowers His servants. 

•  God finishes what He starts – Zerubbabel, who began the temple, would also complete it by the Lord’s promise. 

•  Do not despise small beginnings – What seems small to people is precious in God’s sight when done in faith. 

•  God sees all – His eyes range throughout the whole earth, watching over His people and their work. 

•  The anointed ones – The two olive trees symbolize God’s appointed servants, channels of His Spirit, pointing to His continual provision for His people. 

Zechariah 5 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Flying Scroll and the Basket of Wickedness” 

The Flying Scroll – Judgment on Sin

1 Then I looked up again, and I saw a flying scroll. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 2:9; Revelation 5:1; Jeremiah 36:2

2 The angel asked me, “What do you see?” 

I answered, “I see a flying scroll, twenty cubits long and ten cubits wide.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 6:3; Ezekiel 40:49; Revelation 21:16

3 He said to me, “This is the curse that goes out over the whole land. On one side, it condemns everyone who steals; on the other side, it condemns everyone who swears falsely. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 27:26; Malachi 3:5; Leviticus 19:12

4 The Lord Almighty declares: ‘I will send it out, and it will enter the house of the thief and of the one who swears falsely by My name. It will remain in that house and destroy it completely—its wood and stones alike.’” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 14:45; Habakkuk 2:11; Proverbs 3:33

The Woman in the Basket – Wickedness Removed

5 Then the angel who talked with me came forward and said, “Look up and see what is coming.” 

 Cross References: Amos 7:1; Daniel 10:1; Revelation 4:1

6 I asked, “What is it?” 

He replied, “It is a measuring basket (an ephah). This is the sin of the people throughout the land.” 

 Cross References: Amos 8:5; Micah 6:11; Leviticus 19:36

7 Then the lead cover was lifted, and there sat a woman inside the basket. 

 Cross References: Revelation 17:3; Proverbs 7:10; Revelation 17:5

8 He said, “This is Wickedness,” and he forced her back into the basket and pushed the lead cover over its opening. 

 Cross References: Revelation 20:1; Proverbs 9:13; Micah 7:19

9 Then I looked up and saw two women flying with the wind in their wings. They had wings like those of a stork, and they lifted up the basket between earth and heaven. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 11:19; Revelation 12:14; Ezekiel 17:3

10 I asked the angel, “Where are they taking the basket?” 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 8:3; Ezekiel 37:1; Revelation 21:10

11 He replied, “To the land of Shinar, to build a house for it. When it is ready, the basket will be set there in its place.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 11:2; Genesis 10:10; Revelation 18:2

Key Lessons from Zechariah 5

•  God’s Word brings judgment – The flying scroll represents God’s curse against sin, showing His Word exposes and condemns wrongdoing. 

•  Sin cannot be hidden – Theft, lies, and false oaths will bring destruction into people’s homes if not repented of. 

•  Wickedness is restrained by God – The woman in the basket personifies sin, showing God will contain and remove it from His people. 

•  God removes evil from His people – Wickedness is carried away to Shinar (Babylon), symbolizing God’s plan to separate sin from His holy city. 

•  Judgment is as certain as mercy – Just as God promises blessing and restoration, He also assures the removal and destruction of evil. 

Zechariah 6 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Four Chariots and the Crown of the Branch” 

The Four Chariots – God’s Spirits Sent Out 1 I looked up again and saw four chariots coming out from between two bronze mountains. 

 Cross References: Revelation 6:1; 1 Kings 7:15; Psalm 68:17

2 The first chariot had red horses, the second had black horses, Cross References: Revelation 6:4; Revelation 6:5; 2 Kings 6:17

3 the third had white horses, and the fourth had dappled horses—all strong. 

 Cross References: Revelation 19:11; Joel 2:4; Judges 5:22

4 I asked the angel who was speaking with me, “What are these, my lord?” 

 Cross References: Daniel 7:19; Ezekiel 37:18; Revelation 7:13

5 He replied, “These are the four spirits of heaven, going out from standing before the Lord of all the earth. 

 Cross References: Revelation 7:1; Daniel 7:2; Psalm 104:4

6 The chariot with the black horses goes toward the north country, the white follow after them, and the dappled go toward the south.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 1:14; Daniel 11:6; Isaiah 43:6

7 The strong horses went out, eager to patrol the earth. And He said, “Go, walk to and fro throughout the earth.” So they did. 

 Cross References: Job 1:7; 2 Chronicles 16:9; Revelation 6:6

8 Then the angel called out to me, “Look, those going toward the north have quieted My Spirit in the north country.” 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 5:13; Ezekiel 16:42; Isaiah 12:1

The Crowning of Joshua – A Picture of the Branch

9 The word of the Lord came to me:

 Cross References: Jeremiah 1:4; Ezekiel 1:3; 1 Samuel 15:10

10 “Take silver and gold from the exiles Heldai, Tobijah, and Jedaiah, who have come from Babylon. Go the same day to the house of Josiah son of Zephaniah. 

 Cross References: Ezra 1:6; Ezra 8:25; Haggai 2:8

11 Make a crown from the silver and gold and place it on the head of Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest. 

 Cross References: Exodus 29:6; Psalm 21:3; Revelation 19:12

12 Tell him, ‘This is what the Lord of Hosts says: Here is the man called The Branch. He will branch out from where He is and will build the temple of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 11:1; Jeremiah 23:5; John 2:19

13 He will build the temple of the Lord, He will receive honor, and He will sit and rule on His throne. 

He will also be a priest on His throne, and there will be perfect harmony between the two.’

 Cross References: Hebrews 7:1; Psalm 110:4; Hebrews 8:1

14 The crown will be kept in the temple of the Lord as a memorial to Heldai, Tobijah, Jedaiah, and Hen son of Zephaniah. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:14; Joshua 4:7; Numbers 16:40

15 Those who are far away will come and help build the temple of the Lord, and you will know that the Lord of Hosts has sent me to you. This will happen if you carefully obey the voice of the Lord your God.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 60:10; Ephesians 2:13; Isaiah 1:19

Key Lessons from Zechariah 6

•  God governs the nations – The four chariots symbolize the Lord’s heavenly agents carrying out His purposes across the earth. 

•  God’s Spirit brings peace – His justice and authority bring quiet to troubled regions. 

•  The Branch points to Christ – Joshua the high priest foreshadows Jesus, the true Branch, who will build the spiritual temple. 

•  Christ is both King and Priest – He rules on the throne and intercedes for His people, uniting authority with mercy. 

•  Obedience unlocks blessing – The promise of participation in God’s work depends on listening to His voice. 

•  God includes the nations – Those far off will join in building His temple, pointing to the gathering of the Gentiles into His kingdom. 

Zechariah 7 – Crawford Standard Bible

“True Fasting and Obedience” 

A Question About Fasting

1 In the fourth year of King Darius, on the fourth day of the ninth month, the month of Kislev, the word of the Lord came to Zechariah. 

 Cross References: Haggai 2:10; Nehemiah 1:1; Daniel 1:21

2 The people of Bethel sent Sherezer and Regem-Melech with their men to seek the Lord’s favor, Cross References: 1 Kings 12:29; 2 Kings 17:28; Jeremiah 26:19

3 by asking the priests of the house of the Lord Almighty and the prophets: “Should we keep mourning and fasting in the fifth month, as we have done for many years?” 

 Cross References: Joel 1:14; 2 Samuel 12:16; Esther 4:16

God’s Response to Empty Rituals

4 Then the word of the Lord Almighty came to me:

 Cross References: Jeremiah 14:11; Isaiah 58:3; Amos 5:4

5 “Tell all the people of the land and the priests: When you fasted and mourned in the fifth and seventh months for seventy years, was it really for Me that you fasted? 

 Cross References: Isaiah 58:5; Matthew 6:16; Jeremiah 25:11

6 And when you eat and drink, are you not doing it simply for yourselves? 

 Cross References: 1 Corinthians 10:31; Deuteronomy 8:10; Luke 12:19

7 Should you not have listened to the words proclaimed by the earlier prophets when Jerusalem was prosperous and full of people, with its towns around it, and when the Negev and the western foothills were still inhabited?” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 33:13; Isaiah 1:19; 2 Chronicles 36:15

The Call for Justice and Mercy

8 Again the word of the Lord came to Zechariah:

 Cross References: Jonah 3:1; Ezekiel 3:16; 1 Kings 17:2

9 “This is what the Lord Almighty says: Administer true justice. Show mercy and compassion to one another. 

 Cross References: Micah 6:8; Isaiah 1:17; Hosea 6:6

10 Do not oppress the widow, the fatherless, the foreigner, or the poor. Do not plot evil against one another in your hearts.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 22:21; Deuteronomy 24:17; James 1:27

Israel’s Hard-Hearted Rebellion

11 But they refused to pay attention. They stubbornly turned their backs and covered their ears. 

 Cross References: Acts 7:57; Nehemiah 9:29; Jeremiah 7:24

12 They made their hearts as hard as stone and would not listen to the law or to the words the Lord Almighty had sent by His Spirit through the earlier prophets. So the Lord Almighty was very angry. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 11:19; Ezekiel 36:26; Hebrews 3:15

13 “When I called, they would not listen; so when they called, I would not listen,” says the Lord Almighty. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 1:24; Isaiah 1:15; Micah 3:4

14 “I scattered them with a whirlwind among nations they did not know. The land they left behind was so desolate that no one traveled through it. They turned the pleasant land into a wilderness.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:33; Jeremiah 9:10; 2 Kings 25:21

Key Lessons from Zechariah 7

•  Ritual without sincerity is empty – God asks whether the fasts were really for Him or just for self-pity. 

•  True religion is relational – Justice, mercy, and compassion toward others matter more than outward ceremonies. 

•  God cares for the vulnerable – The widow, orphan, foreigner, and poor are always on His heart. 

•  Disobedience hardens the heart – Israel’s refusal to listen brought judgment and scattering among the nations. 

•  God answers silence with silence – When people ignored His voice, He refused to hear theirs. 

•  Sin devastates the land – Rebellion doesn’t just affect people; it leaves even the land barren and broken. 

Zechariah 8 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Restoration, Truth, and Peace in Jerusalem” 

God’s Jealous Love for Zion

1 Again the word of the Lord Almighty came to me, saying:

 Cross References: Jeremiah 1:2; Ezekiel 6:1; Hosea 1:1

2 “This is what the Lord Almighty says: I am zealous for Zion with great passion, and I am very angry on her behalf. 

 Cross References: Joel 2:18; Isaiah 9:7; 2 Kings 19:31

3 I have returned to Zion and will dwell in Jerusalem. Jerusalem will be called the City of Truth, and the mountain of the Lord Almighty will be called the Holy Mountain.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 1:26; Ezekiel 48:35; Joel 3:17

A Vision of Peace and Prosperity

4 The Lord Almighty says: “Once again old men and women will sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each leaning on a staff because of their age. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 65:20; Job 5:26; Psalm 92:14

5 The streets of the city will be filled with boys and girls playing there. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 30:19; Matthew 19:14; Psalm 128:3

6 Though this may seem impossible to the remnant of this people in those days, is it too hard for Me?” declares the Lord Almighty. 

 Cross References: Genesis 18:14; Jeremiah 32:17; Luke 1:37

God Will Gather His People

7 “I will save My people from the lands of the east and the west. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 43:5; Psalm 107:3; Isaiah 11:11

8 I will bring them back to live in Jerusalem. They will be My people, and I will be their God in truth and righteousness.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 31:33; Ezekiel 37:27; Revelation 21:3

Strength to Rebuild

9 The Lord Almighty says: “Take courage, you who hear these words today from the prophets who spoke when the foundation of the house of the Lord was laid, so that the temple might be rebuilt. 

 Cross References: Haggai 2:4; Ezra 5:2; Haggai 1:14

10 Before that time there was no work for people or animals. No one could go about their business safely because of conflict, for I had set everyone against their neighbor. 

 Cross References: Haggai 1:6; Haggai 2:16; Judges 5:6

11 But now I will not treat the remnant of this people as I did before,” declares the Lord Almighty. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 40:2; Jeremiah 31:28; Hosea 2:23

A Time of Blessing

12 “The seed will grow well, the vine will give its fruit, the ground will yield its crops, and the heavens will send their dew. I will give all these blessings to the remnant of this people. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:4; Haggai 2:19; Ezekiel 34:26

13 Just as you were once a curse among the nations, O Judah and Israel, so I will save you, and you will become a blessing. Do not be afraid, but take courage.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 12:2; Deuteronomy 28:37; Isaiah 19:24

God’s Call to Truth and Justice

14 The Lord Almighty says: “Just as I was determined to punish you when your fathers angered Me and I did not relent, 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 44:27; Lamentations 2:17; Ezekiel 24:14

15 so now I am determined to do good again to Jerusalem and Judah. Do not be afraid. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 29:11; Jeremiah 32:41; Isaiah 41:10

16 These are the things you must do: Speak the truth to one another, render true and sound judgment in your courts, 

 Cross References: Ephesians 4:25; Deuteronomy 16:18; Proverbs 12:17

17 do not plot evil against each other, and do not love to swear falsely. For I hate all these things,” 

declares the Lord. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 6:16; Leviticus 19:11; Malachi 2:16

Fasts Turned into Feasts

18 The word of the Lord Almighty came to me again:

 Cross References: Jeremiah 33:1; Ezekiel 20:2; Haggai 2:20

19 “The fasts of the fourth, fifth, seventh, and tenth months will become joyful and glad occasions and happy festivals for Judah. Therefore, love truth and peace.” 

 Cross References: Esther 9:22; Isaiah 61:3; Psalm 30:11

Nations Will Seek the Lord

20 The Lord Almighty says: “Many peoples and the inhabitants of many cities will yet come. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 2:2; Micah 4:1; Isaiah 60:3

21 The people of one city will go to another and say, ‘Let us go at once to seek the Lord Almighty and to pray before Him.’ And they will reply, ‘I will go also.’

 Cross References: Psalm 122:1; Isaiah 2:3; Jeremiah 50:5

22 Many peoples and powerful nations will come to Jerusalem to seek the Lord Almighty and to pray before Him.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:41; Isaiah 56:7; Micah 4:2

God’s Presence with His People

23 The Lord Almighty says: “In those days ten men from every language and nation will take firm hold of one Jew by the hem of his robe and say, ‘We will go with you, for we have heard that God is with you.’” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 45:14; Matthew 9:20; Ruth 1:16

Key Lessons from Zechariah 8

•  God’s passion for His people is unstoppable – He burns with zeal to protect and restore Zion. 

•  Peace and joy will return – Children playing in the streets symbolize safety, life, and hope. 

•  God gathers from every corner – He redeems His people from east and west to dwell in His presence. 

•  Restoration follows obedience – The remnant is called to take courage and build God’s house. 

•  True faith shows in justice and mercy – Truth, fairness, and compassion matter more than ritual. 

•  God turns fasting into feasting – Mourning gives way to joy when His presence fills His people. 

•  Nations will be drawn to the Lord – The testimony of God’s people will cause many to seek Him, knowing that “God is with you.” 

Zechariah 9 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Coming King and the Salvation of Zion” 

Judgment on the Nations

1 The burden of the word of the Lord is upon the land of Hadrach, and Damascus is its resting place, for the eyes of all people—and of all the tribes of Israel—are toward the Lord. 

 Cross References: Amos 1:3; Isaiah 17:1; Jeremiah 49:23

2 Hamath also will share this judgment, and Tyre and Sidon, though they are very wise. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 28:3; Amos 1:9; Isaiah 23:1

3 Tyre built herself a stronghold, heaping up silver like dust and gold like the dirt of the streets. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 28:5; Isaiah 23:8; Job 22:24

4 But the Lord will dispossess her and strike her power in the sea; she will be consumed by fire. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 26:3; Isaiah 23:11; Amos 1:10

5 Ashkelon will see it and be afraid; Gaza will writhe in sorrow, and Ekron’s hope will wither. The king will perish from Gaza, and Ashkelon will be left uninhabited. 

 Cross References: Amos 1:6; Zephaniah 2:4; Jeremiah 47:5

6 A foreigner will occupy Ashdod, and the pride of the Philistines will be cut off. 

 Cross References: Zephaniah 2:5; Amos 1:8; Isaiah 14:29

7 I will remove the blood from their mouths and their detestable things from between their teeth. 

Those who remain will belong to our God and become leaders in Judah, and Ekron will be like the Jebusites. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 56:7; 2 Samuel 5:7; Acts 15:17

God Protects His House

8 “I will encamp around My house to guard it against marauding forces. No oppressor will march through My people again, for now I Myself have seen it with My eyes.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 34:7; Isaiah 31:5; Nehemiah 4:9

The Coming King of Peace

9 Rejoice greatly, daughter of Zion! Shout, daughter of Jerusalem! See, your King comes to you, righteous and victorious, yet humble and riding on a donkey—on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

 Cross References: Matthew 21:5; John 12:15; Genesis 49:11

10 I will remove the chariots from Ephraim and the warhorses from Jerusalem, and the battle bow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to the nations. His rule will extend from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

 Cross References: Psalm 72:8; Micah 5:10; Isaiah 9:6

Deliverance for Prisoners of Hope

11 As for you, because of the blood of My covenant with you, I will free your prisoners from the waterless pit. 

 Cross References: Exodus 24:8; Matthew 26:28; Genesis 37:24

12 Return to your stronghold, you prisoners of hope; even now I announce that I will restore twice as much to you. 

 Cross References: Job 42:10; Isaiah 61:7; Joel 3:16

13 For I will bend Judah as My bow and fill it with Ephraim. I will rouse your sons, Zion, against your sons, Greece, and wield you like a warrior’s sword. 

 Cross References: Daniel 8:21; Joel 3:6; Isaiah 49:2

The Lord’s Victory and Salvation

14 Then the Lord will appear over them; His arrow will flash like lightning. The Sovereign Lord will sound the trumpet and march in the storms of the south. 

 Cross References: Habakkuk 3:11; Psalm 18:14; Joel 2:1

15 The Lord Almighty will shield them. They will destroy and overcome with sling stones. They will drink and roar as with wine, they will be filled like a sacrificial bowl, like the corners of the altar. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 17:49; Exodus 27:2; Isaiah 49:26

16 The Lord their God will save His people on that day as the Shepherd saves His flock. They will sparkle in His land like jewels in a crown. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 34:12; Isaiah 62:3; Malachi 3:17

17 How great is His goodness, and how great His beauty! Grain will make the young men thrive, and new wine the young women. 

 Cross References: Psalm 27:13; Joel 2:19; Psalm 144:12

Key Lessons from Zechariah 9

•  God brings down human pride – Wealth, fortresses, and armies cannot stand against Him. 

•  The Messiah is revealed – Jesus fulfilled this prophecy, coming humbly on a donkey (Matthew 21:5). 

•  True peace comes through God’s King – Not by war or power, but by His righteousness and salvation. 

•  Hope for the captives – God sets prisoners free and restores more than what was lost. 

•  God fights for His people – He Himself defends them with power and gives them victory. 

•  The beauty of the Lord blesses His people – His goodness produces abundance, joy, and strength. 

Zechariah 10 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Lord Strengthens and Restores His People” 

God Sends the Rain

1 Ask the Lord for rain in the season of the spring rains. The Lord makes the storm clouds and gives showers of rain to all people, so that every field produces grass. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 11:14; James 5:18; Joel 2:23

2 The idols speak lies, the fortune-tellers see false visions, and they tell deceitful dreams. Their comfort is worthless. That is why the people wander like sheep, troubled and helpless, because they have no shepherd. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 14:14; Matthew 9:36; Ezekiel 34:5

God’s Anger Against False Shepherds

3 “My anger burns against the shepherds, and I will punish the leaders. For the Lord Almighty will care for His flock, the people of Judah, and make them like His proud warhorse in battle. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 34:2; Jeremiah 23:2; Jeremiah 3:15

4 From Judah will come the cornerstone, the tent peg, the battle bow, and every ruler. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 28:16; Ephesians 2:20; Genesis 49:10

5 Together they will be like mighty warriors who trample their enemies in the mud of the streets in battle. They will fight because the Lord is with them, and their enemies on horses will be put to shame.” 

 Cross References: Micah 7:10; Psalm 18:42; Isaiah 41:15

God’s Restoration of Judah and Israel

6 “I will strengthen Judah and save the descendants of Joseph. I will bring them back because I have compassion on them. It will be as though I had never rejected them, for I am the Lord their God, and I will answer them. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 31:20; Hosea 1:10; Romans 11:2

7 The people of Ephraim will become like mighty warriors, and their hearts will rejoice as if from wine. Their children will see it and be glad; their hearts will rejoice in the Lord. 

 Cross References: Psalm 104:15; Judges 6:34; Jeremiah 31:13

8 I will whistle for them and gather them in, for I have redeemed them. They will be as numerous as before. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 5:26; Isaiah 43:5; Ezekiel 37:21

9 Though I scatter them among the nations, they will remember Me in faraway places. They and their children will live and return. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 30:3; Leviticus 26:40; Nehemiah 1:9

God’s Deliverance

10 I will bring them back from Egypt and gather them out of Assyria. I will bring them to Gilead and Lebanon, until there is no more room for them. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 11:11; Hosea 11:11; Micah 7:14

11 They will pass through the sea of trouble; the waves will be struck down and the depths of the Nile will dry up. The pride of Assyria will be humbled, and the power of Egypt will fall. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 11:15; Exodus 14:22; Isaiah 19:5

12 I will strengthen My people in the Lord, and they will walk in My name,” declares the Lord. 

 Cross References: Micah 4:5; Philippians 4:13; Psalm 20:7

Key Lessons from Zechariah 10

•  Seek God for blessing – Rain and provision come from Him, not from idols or false prophets. 

•  God opposes false leaders – He rebukes unfaithful shepherds and raises up true strength for His people. 

•  Christ is the cornerstone – From Judah comes the cornerstone, a prophecy fulfilled in Jesus (Ephesians 2:20). 

•  God restores with compassion – He treats His people as if they had never been rejected. 

•  The scattered will return – God’s people, even in far nations, will remember Him and be gathered back. 

•  Victory over enemies – God Himself humbles the powers of Assyria and Egypt, representing all human pride. 

•  Strength in His name – True power and endurance come only from walking in the Lord. 

Zechariah 11 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Rejected Shepherd and the Broken Covenant” 

Judgment on the Land

1 Open your doors, Lebanon, so that fire may devour your cedars. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 10:34; Ezekiel 31:3; Jeremiah 22:7

2 Wail, cypress tree, for the cedar has fallen, the mighty are ruined! Wail, oaks of Bashan, for the dense forest has been cut down. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 2:13; Amos 2:9; Ezekiel 27:6

3 Listen! The shepherds are crying because their glory is ruined. Listen! The lions are roaring because the lush thickets of the Jordan are destroyed. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 25:34; Jeremiah 49:19; Jeremiah 12:5

The Flock Doomed for Slaughter

4 This is what the Lord my God says: “Shepherd the flock marked for slaughter. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 12:3; Psalm 44:22; Isaiah 53:7

5 Their buyers kill them and go unpunished; those who sell them say, ‘Praise the Lord, I am rich!’

Even their own shepherds have no pity on them. 

 Cross References: Amos 8:4; Ezekiel 34:3; James 5:4

6 For I will no longer have compassion on the people of this land,” declares the Lord. “I will hand everyone over to their neighbors and their king. They will devastate the land, and I will not rescue them from their power.” 

 Cross References: Judges 2:14; 2 Kings 21:14; Hosea 1:6

The Two Staffs

7 So I shepherded the flock marked for slaughter, especially the poor and oppressed of the flock. I took two staffs and named one Favor and the other Union, and I shepherded the flock. 

 Cross References: Psalm 23:1; Ezekiel 34:16; John 10:11

8 In one month I got rid of three shepherds. The flock hated me, and I grew weary of them. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 15:6; Matthew 23:37; John 10:20

9 So I said, “I will not be your shepherd. Let the dying die, the perishing perish, and let those who remain eat one another’s flesh.” 

 Cross References: Hosea 4:17; Jeremiah 15:2; Matthew 15:14

The Broken Covenant

10 Then I took my staff called Favor and broke it, revoking the covenant I had made with all the nations. 

 Cross References: Genesis 15:18; Jeremiah 31:32; Ezekiel 34:25

11 It was broken that day, and the poor of the flock who were watching me knew it was the word of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Zephaniah 3:12; Luke 2:8; Matthew 11:25

12 I said to them, “If you think it best, give me my wages; but if not, keep them.” So they paid me thirty pieces of silver. 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:15; Exodus 21:32; Matthew 27:3

13 And the Lord said to me, “Throw it to the potter—the magnificent price at which they valued me!” So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into the house of the Lord, to the potter. 

 Cross References: Matthew 27:9; Jeremiah 18:2; Jeremiah 32:9

14 Then I broke my second staff called Union, breaking the brotherhood between Judah and Israel. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 37:19; 1 Kings 12:16; Hosea 1:11

The Foolish Shepherd

15 Then the Lord said to me, “Take once more the equipment of a foolish shepherd. 

 Cross References: John 10:12; 1 Samuel 13:13; Ezekiel 34:8

16 For I am raising up a shepherd in the land who will not care for the lost, or seek the young, or heal the injured, or feed the healthy. Instead, he will eat the meat of the fat sheep and tear off their hooves. 

 Cross References: John 5:43; 2 Thessalonians 2:4; Ezekiel 34:10

17 Woe to the worthless shepherd who abandons the flock! May the sword strike his arm and his right eye! His arm will be completely withered, and his right eye totally blinded.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 10:15; Jeremiah 23:1; Job 38:15

Key Lessons from Zechariah 11

•  Judgment is inevitable – The fall of Lebanon, Bashan, and Jordan shows how God’s judgment reaches every corner. 

•  Corrupt shepherds exploit the flock – Leaders grew rich at the expense of the weak, caring nothing for them. 

•  God’s covenant broken – The breaking of the staff Favor symbolizes judgment, while Union shows division between Judah and Israel. 

•  Christ foreshadowed – The thirty pieces of silver cast to the potter points directly to Judas’s betrayal of Jesus (Matthew 27:9–10). 

•  False shepherds exposed – God condemns foolish and worthless leaders who feed themselves instead of caring for the flock. 

•  The true Shepherd rejected – This chapter foreshadows how Israel rejected Christ, the Good Shepherd, yet through Him comes redemption for the faithful. 

Zechariah 12 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Jerusalem: A Cup of Trembling and a Fountain of Grace” 

God’s Power and Jerusalem’s Destiny

1 This is the prophecy of the Lord concerning Israel. The Lord—the one who stretches out the heavens, lays the foundation of the earth, and forms the spirit of man within him—declares: Cross References: Isaiah 42:5; Genesis 2:7; Isaiah 44:24

2 “I will make Jerusalem like a cup of trembling for all the surrounding nations. When they lay siege against Judah and Jerusalem, they themselves will stagger. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 51:17; Jeremiah 25:15; Ezekiel 23:33

3 On that day, I will make Jerusalem an immovable stone for all the nations. Anyone who tries to lift it will injure themselves, though all the nations of the earth gather against it.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 21:44; Psalm 2:2; Isaiah 60:12

God Strikes the Nations, Strengthens His People

4 “On that day,” declares the Lord, “I will strike every horse with panic and its rider with madness. 

But I will watch over Judah, while striking the horses of the nations with blindness. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 6:18; Deuteronomy 28:28; Exodus 15:1

5 The leaders of Judah will say in their hearts, ‘The people of Jerusalem are strong because the Lord Almighty is their God.’

 Cross References: Psalm 46:1; Isaiah 12:2; Nehemiah 8:10

6 On that day I will make the governors of Judah like a firepot in a woodpile, like a flaming torch among sheaves. They will consume all the surrounding peoples on the right and on the left, but Jerusalem will remain secure in her place.” 

 Cross References: Obadiah 1:18; Judges 15:4; Isaiah 10:17

The Glory of David and God’s Protection

7 The Lord will save the tents of Judah first, so that the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem will not think themselves greater than Judah. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 2:8; James 2:5; Luke 1:52

8 On that day, the Lord will defend the people of Jerusalem. The weakest among them will be like David, and the house of David will be like God, like the angel of the Lord going before them. 

 Cross References: Exodus 23:20; Isaiah 63:9; 1 Samuel 17:45

9 On that day I will set out to destroy all the nations that attack Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: Joel 3:2; Zephaniah 3:8; Psalm 2:9

The Pierced One and National Mourning

10 “And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and prayer. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only son. They will grieve bitterly for him, as one grieves for a firstborn. 

 Cross References: John 19:37; Revelation 1:7; Amos 8:10

11 On that day the mourning in Jerusalem will be as great as the mourning at Hadadrimmon in the plain of Megiddo. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 23:29; 2 Chronicles 35:24; Revelation 16:16

12 The land will mourn, each clan by itself—with the clan of David and their wives, the clan of Nathan and their wives, 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 5:14; Luke 3:31; 1 Chronicles 3:5

13 the clan of Levi and their wives, the clan of Shimei and their wives, Cross References: Numbers 3:17; Malachi 3:3; Exodus 6:17

14 and all the remaining clans, each with their wives.” 

 Cross References: Joel 2:13; Genesis 50:10; Isaiah 22:12

Key Lessons from Zechariah 12

•  Jerusalem at the center – God declares Jerusalem will be a stumbling block and cup of trembling to the nations. 

•  The Lord protects His people – Even the weakest among God’s people will become strong, like David. 

•  The pierced one foretold – This prophecy foreshadows Christ’s crucifixion (John 19:37), where Israel would “look upon Him whom they pierced.” 

•  Deep mourning leads to repentance – The people’s grief symbolizes recognition of sin and the need for redemption. 

•  God’s Spirit of grace – Restoration comes only through the Spirit poured out by the Lord, bringing prayer, repentance, and hope. 

Zechariah 13 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Fountain of Cleansing and the Refining Fire” 

A Fountain for Cleansing

1 On that day a fountain will be opened for the house of David and the people of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and impurity. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 36:25; John 4:14; Revelation 22:1

Idols and False Prophets Removed

2 “On that day,” declares the Lord of hosts, “I will remove the names of the idols from the land, and they will never again be remembered. I will also banish the false prophets and the unclean spirit from the land. 

 Cross References: Hosea 2:17; Micah 5:12; Revelation 16:13

3 If anyone still claims to prophesy, even his own father and mother who bore him will say, ‘You must die, because you speak lies in the name of the Lord.’ And they will pierce him through when he prophesies. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 13:6; Deuteronomy 18:20; Matthew 10:21

4 On that day, every prophet will be ashamed of their visions. They will no longer wear a prophet’s garment to deceive. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 1:8; Matthew 7:15; Micah 3:7

5 Instead, each will say, ‘I am not a prophet. I am a farmer; the land has been my livelihood since my youth.’

 Cross References: Amos 7:14; 1 Kings 19:19; Genesis 4:2

6 If someone asks him, ‘What are these wounds on your hands?’ he will answer, ‘I was wounded in the house of my friends.’” 

 Cross References: John 20:27; Psalm 41:9; Isaiah 53:5

The Struck Shepherd and Scattered Sheep

7 “Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, against the man who is close to me!” declares the Lord of hosts. 

“Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered, and I will turn my hand against the little ones.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:31; Mark 14:27; John 16:32

The Remnant Refined

8 “In all the land,” declares the Lord, “two-thirds will be cut off and perish, but one-third will be left in it. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 5:12; Isaiah 6:13; Amos 5:3

9 I will bring this third through the fire; I will refine them like silver and test them like gold. They will call on my name, and I will answer them. I will say, ‘They are my people,’ and they will say, 

‘The Lord is our God.’” 

 Cross References: Malachi 3:2; 1 Peter 1:7; Isaiah 48:10

Key Lessons from Zechariah 13

•  God provides cleansing – The fountain represents forgiveness and cleansing through the blood of Christ (John 19:34; 1 John 1:7). 

•  Idolatry and false prophecy end – God promises a day when lies and deception will be removed, pointing to His kingdom of truth. 

•  The Shepherd struck – This prophecy is fulfilled in Christ (Matthew 26:31), the Good Shepherd who was struck, causing His disciples to scatter. 

•  A refined remnant – God allows trials to purify His people, like silver and gold in fire. 

Suffering prepares them for holiness and eternal fellowship with Him. 

•  A covenant renewed – The final declaration, “They are my people” … “The Lord is our God,” 

echoes the eternal covenant relationship between God and His people. 

Zechariah 14 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Day of the Lord and His Eternal Reign” 

The Day of the Lord Declared

1 Behold, the day of the Lord is coming, when your plunder will be divided in your midst. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 13:6; Obadiah 1:15; Amos 5:18

2 For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem for battle. The city will be taken, the houses plundered, and the women violated. Half the city will go into captivity, but the rest of the people will not be cut off from the city. 

 Cross References: Lamentations 5:11; 2 Kings 25:9; Micah 4:11

The Lord Fights for Jerusalem

3 Then the Lord will go out and fight against those nations, just as He has in the days of battle. 

 Cross References: Exodus 14:14; Isaiah 42:13; Joshua 10:14

4 On that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem, and the Mount of Olives will split in two from east to west, forming a great valley, with half of the mountain moving north and the other half south. 

 Cross References: Acts 1:11; Ezekiel 11:23; Revelation 16:18

5 You will flee by the valley of My mountains, for it will reach to Azal. You will flee as you fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the Lord my God will come, and all His holy ones with Him. 

 Cross References: Amos 1:1; 1 Thessalonians 3:13; Jude 1:14

The Unique Day of the Lord

6 On that day, there will be neither bright light nor total darkness. 

 Cross References: Joel 2:31; Amos 5:20; Isaiah 60:19

7 It will be a unique day—known only to the Lord—with no distinction between day and night. 

When evening comes, there will be light. 

 Cross References: Revelation 21:25; Mark 13:32; Revelation 22:5

Living Waters and the Lord’s Reign

8 On that day, living waters will flow out from Jerusalem, half toward the eastern sea and half toward the western sea, in both summer and winter. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 47:1; Revelation 22:2; John 7:38

9 The Lord will be King over all the earth. On that day there will be one Lord, and His name alone will be worshiped. 

 Cross References: Revelation 11:15; Deuteronomy 6:4; Philippians 2:10

Jerusalem Restored and Secure

10 The land from Geba to Rimmon, south of Jerusalem, will become a plain. But Jerusalem will be raised up and inhabited in its place, from the Benjamin Gate to the First Gate, to the Corner Gate, and from the Tower of Hananel to the king’s winepresses. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 3:1; Jeremiah 31:38; Revelation 21:12

11 It will be inhabited; never again will it be destroyed. Jerusalem will be secure. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 31:40; Isaiah 60:18; Revelation 21:3

The Plague on the Nations

12 This is the plague with which the Lord will strike all the nations that fought against Jerusalem: Their flesh will rot while they are still standing, their eyes will decay in their sockets, and their tongues will rot in their mouths. 

 Cross References: Revelation 19:21; Isaiah 34:3; Ezekiel 38:22

13 On that day, panic from the Lord will cause them to seize each other by the hand, and neighbor will fight against neighbor. 

 Cross References: Judges 7:22; 1 Samuel 14:20; Haggai 2:22

14 Judah will also fight at Jerusalem. The wealth of all the surrounding nations will be gathered—gold, silver, and clothing in great abundance. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 60:5; Haggai 2:8; Isaiah 61:6

15 A plague will strike the horses, mules, camels, donkeys, and all the animals in their camps, just as it struck the people. 

 Cross References: Exodus 9:3; Revelation 6:8; 1 Samuel 15:3

All Nations Worship the King

16 Then the survivors from all the nations that attacked Jerusalem will go up year after year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 66:23; Revelation 21:24; Leviticus 23:34

17 If any of the families of the earth do not go up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, they will have no rain. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 11:17; 1 Kings 17:1; James 5:17

18 If the people of Egypt do not go up and take part, they will face the plague that the Lord inflicts on all the nations who refuse to keep the Feast of Tabernacles. 

 Cross References: Exodus 9:14; Ezekiel 29:14; Isaiah 19:1

19 This will be the punishment of Egypt and of all nations that refuse to go up to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles. 

 Cross References: Amos 3:2; Jeremiah 25:17; Isaiah 19:22

Holiness to the Lord

20 On that day, the bells of the horses will bear the inscription: “Holiness to the Lord.”  The cooking pots in the Lord’s house will be as holy as the sacred bowls before the altar. 

 Cross References: Exodus 28:36; Exodus 39:30; 1 Corinthians 10:31

21 Indeed, every pot in Jerusalem and Judah will be holy to the Lord of hosts. All who sacrifice will come and use them for cooking. And on that day, there will no longer be a Canaanite in the house of the Lord of hosts. 

 Cross References: Exodus 30:29; John 2:16; Revelation 21:27

Key Lessons from Zechariah 14

•  The Lord defends His people – Though the nations unite against Jerusalem, God Himself fights for His people and ensures their survival. 

•  Christ’s visible return – The Mount of Olives splitting points prophetically to the second coming of Christ (Acts 1:11–12). 

•  Living waters – A picture of life and healing flowing from God’s presence, fulfilled in Christ (John 7:38; Revelation 22:1). 

•  Universal worship – All nations will one day bow before the Lord, celebrating His rule in righteousness. 

•  Holiness everywhere – Even ordinary objects will be dedicated to the Lord, showing that His holiness will cover every aspect of life. 

Introduction to the Book of Malachi

“For I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.” – Malachi 3:6

Title and Meaning

The name  Malachi comes from the Hebrew Malʾākhî, meaning “my messenger.”  This is fitting, as the prophet was God’s messenger to His people, calling them to renewed faithfulness after their return from exile. Some scholars suggest  Malachi might even be a title rather than a personal name, but tradition treats it as the name of the prophet. The book is the final word of prophecy in the Old Testament before the 400 years of silence leading up to John the Baptist. 

Author and Date

Malachi ministered to the people of Judah likely around 430–420 BC, during the time of Nehemiah’s leadership. The temple had already been rebuilt (516 BC), but the people had grown careless in worship, unfaithful in marriage, and doubtful of God’s justice. Malachi’s words rebuked their complacency and pointed them toward the coming of the Messiah. 

Purpose of Malachi

The book was written to confront spiritual apathy and to call God’s people to covenant faithfulness. 

Its purposes include:

•  Rebuking priests for corrupt worship and dishonoring sacrifices. 

•  Confronting the people’s sins of divorce, idolatry, and injustice. 

•  Reminding Israel of God’s unchanging love and faithfulness. 

•  Pointing forward to the coming of God’s messenger (John the Baptist) and the Messiah (Jesus Christ). 

Structure of Malachi

Malachi is arranged as a series of disputations (arguments between God and His people), where God makes a charge, the people question it, and God responds with proof: 1God’s Love and Israel’s Doubt (1:1–5) 2Corrupt Priests and Worthless Sacrifices (1:6–2:9) 3Faithlessness in Marriage and Covenant (2:10–16) 4Questioning God’s Justice (2:17–3:6) 5Robbing God in Tithes and Offerings (3:7–12) 6The Coming Day of the Lord (3:13–4:6) Major Themes

•  God’s Unchanging Love – Despite Israel’s unfaithfulness, God remains faithful. 

•  True Worship Matters – God rejects half-hearted sacrifices and demands reverence. 

•  Faithfulness in Relationships – Covenant loyalty includes honoring marriage. 

•  God’s Justice – He sees injustice and will act in His time. 

•  The Day of the Lord – Malachi points forward to judgment and ultimate restoration. 

•  The Coming Messenger – A prophecy of John the Baptist preparing the way for Christ. 

Why Malachi Matters Today

Malachi’s message speaks powerfully to believers now:

•  God calls us away from spiritual apathy into wholehearted devotion. 

•  Worship must be sincere, not routine or careless. 

•  God’s people are to reflect His faithfulness in their relationships and stewardship. 

•  Malachi bridges the Old and New Testaments, preparing the way for Jesus Christ. 

Key Verse

“But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall.” – Malachi 4:2 This verse points to the hope of the Messiah, who brings healing, righteousness, and joy to those who fear the Lord. 

Malachi 1 – Crawford Standard Bible

“God’s Love, Israel’s Failure” 

God’s Love Declared

1 The burden of the word of the Lord to Israel through Malachi. 

 Cross References: Nahum 1:1; Habakkuk 1:1; Zechariah 9:1

2 “I have loved you,” says the Lord. Yet you say, “How have You loved us?” Was not Esau Jacob’s brother? declares the Lord. Yet I loved Jacob, 

 Cross References: Genesis 25:23; Deuteronomy 7:7; Deuteronomy 4:37

3 but Esau I hated. I made his mountains a wasteland and left his inheritance for the jackals of the wilderness. 

 Cross References: Romans 9:13; Obadiah 1:10; Jeremiah 49:17

4 Though Edom says, “We are shattered, but we will rebuild the ruins,” this is what the Lord of hosts says: “They may build, but I will tear down. They will be called the Wicked Land, the people against whom the Lord is angry forever.” 

 Cross References: Obadiah 1:4; Jeremiah 49:16; Isaiah 34:5

5 You will see it with your own eyes and say, “Great is the Lord—even beyond the borders of Israel!” 

 Cross References: Psalm 48:1; Psalm 113:4; Psalm 35:27

Dishonoring the Lord’s Name

6 “A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If then I am a Father, where is My honor? And if I am a Master, where is My respect?” says the Lord of hosts to you, O priests, who despise My name. 

But you say, “How have we despised Your name?” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 1:2; Deuteronomy 32:6; Leviticus 19:3

7 “You present defiled food upon My altar. But you say, ‘How have we defiled You?’ By saying, 

‘The Lord’s table is contemptible.’

 Cross References: Leviticus 22:20; Deuteronomy 15:21; Ezekiel 44:7

8 When you offer blind animals for sacrifice, is that not evil? And when you offer the lame or sick, is that not evil? Try offering them to your governor—would he be pleased with you? Would he accept you?” says the Lord of hosts. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 22:22; Deuteronomy 17:1; 2 Samuel 24:24

Empty Worship Condemned

9 “Now plead with God to be gracious to us. But with such offerings from your hands, will He accept you?” says the Lord of hosts. 

 Cross References: Psalm 66:18; Isaiah 1:15; Micah 3:4

10 “Oh, that one of you would shut the temple doors, so that you would not kindle useless fires on My altar! I take no pleasure in you,” says the Lord of hosts, “and I will not accept an offering from your hands. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 1:11; Amos 5:21; Psalm 51:16

11 For from the rising of the sun to its setting, My name will be great among the nations. In every place incense and pure offerings will be presented in My name, because My name will be great among the nations,” says the Lord of hosts. 

 Cross References: Psalm 113:3; Isaiah 66:19; Revelation 15:4

Profaning the Lord’s Table

12 “But you profane it by saying, ‘The Lord’s table is defiled, and its food is contemptible.’

 Cross References: Leviticus 21:6; Ezekiel 22:26; Leviticus 22:2

13 And you say, ‘What a burden!’ You sniff at it with disdain,” says the Lord of hosts. “You bring stolen, lame, or sick animals—should I accept these from your hands?” says the Lord. 

 Cross References: Amos 8:5; Isaiah 43:23; 1 Samuel 2:29

14 “Cursed is the cheat who has a fine male in his flock, but vows to sacrifice it and then offers a blemished one to the Lord. For I am a great King,” says the Lord of hosts, “and My name is to be feared among the nations.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 22:19; Psalm 47:2; Deuteronomy 23:21

Key Lessons from Malachi 1

•  God’s love is constant – Even when Israel doubted His love, God reminded them of His covenantal choice of Jacob over Esau. 

•  God demands honor – As a Father and Master, He deserves reverence, not careless worship. 

•  True worship requires sincerity – Offering God the leftovers or blemished sacrifices reveals a heart that does not truly honor Him. 

•  God’s glory is worldwide – His name is not confined to Israel but will be revered among all nations. 

•  Worship is not about convenience – God sees through half-hearted offerings and calls for wholehearted devotion. 

Malachi 2 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Corrupt Priests and Broken Covenants” 

A Warning to the Priests

1 “And now, O priests, this commandment is for you. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 21:1; Deuteronomy 33:10; Numbers 3:6

2 If you will not listen, and if you will not take it to heart to give glory to My name,” says the Lord of hosts, “then I will send a curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings. Indeed, I have already cursed them, because you do not take it to heart. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 28:15; Leviticus 26:14; Haggai 1:9

3 Behold, I will rebuke your seed, and I will spread the refuse of your sacrifices on your faces, the very refuse of your solemn feasts, and you will be taken away with it. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 26:31; Nahum 3:6; Jeremiah 9:22

4 Then you will know that I have sent this command to you, that My covenant with Levi may stand,” 

says the Lord of hosts. 

 Cross References: Numbers 25:12; Deuteronomy 33:8; Jeremiah 33:21

The Covenant with Levi

5 “My covenant was with him—a covenant of life and peace. I gave them to him because he revered Me, and he stood in awe of My name. 

 Cross References: Numbers 25:13; Psalm 106:31; Nehemiah 13:29

6 True instruction was in his mouth, and no injustice was found on his lips. He walked with Me in peace and uprightness, and he turned many away from sin. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 15:19; Daniel 12:3; James 5:20

7 For the lips of a priest should preserve knowledge, and people should seek instruction from his mouth, because he is the messenger of the Lord of hosts. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 10:11; Hosea 4:6; Haggai 2:11

8 But you have turned aside from the way. You have caused many to stumble by your teaching; you have corrupted the covenant of Levi,” says the Lord of hosts. 

 Cross References: Hosea 4:9; Jeremiah 6:16; Ezekiel 44:10

9 “So I have made you despised and humiliated before all the people, because you have not kept My ways, but have shown partiality in the law.” 

 Cross References: Leviticus 19:15; Deuteronomy 1:17; 1 Samuel 2:30

Treachery Among God’s People

10 Do we not all have one Father? Has not one God created us? Why then do we deal treacherously with one another, profaning the covenant of our ancestors? 

 Cross References: Isaiah 63:16; Ephesians 4:6; Genesis 1:27

11 Judah has acted treacherously, and an abomination has been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem. 

For Judah has profaned the sanctuary of the Lord, which He loves, and has married the daughter of a foreign god. 

 Cross References: Ezra 9:2; Nehemiah 13:23; Deuteronomy 7:3

12 May the Lord cut off from the tents of Jacob the man who does this—whether teacher or student— even though he brings an offering to the Lord of hosts. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:15; Joshua 22:16; Ezra 10:8

Treachery in Marriage

13 And this is another thing you do: You flood the Lord’s altar with tears, weeping and groaning, because He no longer regards the offering or accepts it with favor from your hands. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 59:2; Genesis 4:5; Hebrews 12:17

14 And you ask, “Why?” It is because the Lord has been a witness between you and the wife of your youth. You have been unfaithful to her, though she is your companion and your wife by covenant. 

 Cross References: Genesis 31:50; Proverbs 5:18; Matthew 19:6

15 Has not the Lord made them one? In body and spirit they are His. And why one? Because He was seeking godly offspring. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and do not be unfaithful to the wife of your youth. 

 Cross References: Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:5; Psalm 78:6

16 “For I hate divorce,” says the Lord, the God of Israel, “and the one who covers his garment with violence,” says the Lord of hosts. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and do not be unfaithful. 

 Cross References: Matthew 19:8; Deuteronomy 24:1; Matthew 5:32

Where Is the God of Justice? 

17 You have wearied the Lord with your words. Yet you say, “How have we wearied Him?” By saying, “Everyone who does evil is good in the eyes of the Lord, and He is pleased with them,” or by

asking, “Where is the God of justice?” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 5:20; Isaiah 43:24; Habakkuk 1:13

Key Lessons from Malachi 2

•  God demands holiness from leaders – Priests were called to honor Him, preserve knowledge, and teach truth. Their corruption brought judgment. 

•  Faithfulness matters – God values loyalty in worship, covenant, and relationships. Breaking covenant with Him or with others invites His discipline. 

•  Marriage is sacred – God hates divorce and treachery in marriage because it distorts His covenant love. 

•  God sees through false worship – Tears and offerings mean nothing when hearts are unfaithful. 

•  Justice belongs to God – Questioning His justice or redefining evil as good wearies Him; we must trust His righteous timing. 

Malachi 3 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Coming Messenger and the Day of Refining” 

The Messenger and the Lord’s Coming

1 “Behold, I am sending My messenger, and he will prepare the way before Me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to His temple; even the Messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight —behold, He is coming,” says the Lord of hosts. 

 Cross References: Matthew 11:10; Mark 1:2; Luke 7:27

2 But who can endure the day of His coming? And who can stand when He appears? For He is like a refiner’s fire and like the launderer’s soap. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 40:3; Joel 2:11; Zechariah 13:9

3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; He will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, so that they may present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 48:10; 1 Peter 1:7; Psalm 66:10

4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in days of old and in former years. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 1:26; Amos 5:24; Jeremiah 33:11

God’s Judgment on Sin

5 “Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against sorcerers, adulterers, perjurers, against those who defraud workers of their wages, who oppress widows and orphans, who deprive foreigners of justice, and those who do not fear Me,” says the Lord of hosts. 

 Cross References: Exodus 22:22; Deuteronomy 24:14; James 5:4

6 “For I, the Lord, do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 23:19; James 1:17; Lamentations 3:22

Return to God

7 “From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from My statutes and have not kept them. 

Return to Me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord of hosts. But you say, “How shall we return?” 

 Cross References: Zechariah 1:3; James 4:8; Jeremiah 3:22

8 “Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me! But you say, ‘How have we robbed You?’ In tithes and offerings. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 27:30; Nehemiah 13:10; Deuteronomy 14:22

9 You are cursed with a curse, for you, the whole nation, are robbing Me. 

 Cross References: Haggai 1:6; Deuteronomy 28:22; Deuteronomy 28:38

10 Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My house. Test Me now in this,” says the Lord of hosts, “and see if I will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you such a blessing that there will not be room enough to contain it. 

 Cross References: 2 Corinthians 9:6; Luke 6:38; Proverbs 3:9

11 I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, so that he will not destroy the fruits of your soil, nor shall your vine cast its fruit in the field before its time,” says the Lord of hosts. 

 Cross References: Joel 2:25; Deuteronomy 28:4; Habakkuk 3:17

12 “And all nations will call you blessed, for you will be a delightful land,” says the Lord of hosts. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 62:4; Psalm 67:2; Zechariah 8:13

The Book of Remembrance

13 “Your words have been harsh against Me,” says the Lord. Yet you say, “What have we spoken against You?” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 29:13; Jude 1:15; Psalm 12:3

14 You have said, “It is vain to serve God. What profit is it that we have kept His requirements, or that we have walked as mourners before the Lord of hosts? 

 Cross References: Job 21:15; Psalm 73:13; Isaiah 58:3

15 Now we call the arrogant blessed; evildoers prosper, and those who test God escape.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 73:3; Jeremiah 12:1; Job 21:7

16 Then those who feared the Lord spoke with one another, and the Lord listened and heard them. A book of remembrance was written before Him for those who feared the Lord and honored His name. 

 Cross References: Exodus 32:32; Revelation 20:12; Psalm 56:8

17 “They shall be Mine,” says the Lord of hosts, “in the day when I make up My treasured possession. I will spare them as a man spares his own son who serves him. 

 Cross References: Exodus 19:5; 1 Peter 2:9; Psalm 103:13

18 Then once more you shall see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between the one who serves God and the one who does not.” 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 18:20; Psalm 1:6; Matthew 13:49

Key Lessons from Malachi 3

•  God keeps His promises – The coming of the “messenger” points to John the Baptist and ultimately to Christ, the Messenger of the covenant. 

•  God is a refiner – His fire is not for destruction but for purification, shaping His people into holiness. 

•  God requires justice and mercy – True faith shows in righteousness toward others, not just ritual sacrifices. 

•  Tithing is worship – Giving is a way of trusting God’s provision; withholding robs Him of honor. 

•  God remembers the faithful – He listens to those who fear Him and records their faithfulness in His book of remembrance. 

•  A final separation is coming – God will reveal the difference between those who serve Him and those who do not. 

Malachi 4 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Great Day of the Lord” 

The Day of Burning

1 “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the proud and all who do wickedly will be stubble. The coming day shall set them ablaze,” says the Lord of hosts, “so that it will leave them neither root nor branch.” 

 Cross References: Joel 2:31; Obadiah 1:18; 2 Peter 3:10

The Righteous Vindicated

2 “But for you who fear My name, the Sun of Righteousness will rise with healing in His wings. You shall go out and leap like calves released from the stall. 

 Cross References: Luke 1:78; Isaiah 60:1; Psalm 84:11

3 And you will trample down the wicked; they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day when I act,” says the Lord of hosts. 

 Cross References: Psalm 91:13; Romans 16:20; Micah 7:10

A Call to Remember and Prepare

4 “Remember the law of My servant Moses, the statutes and ordinances that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:10; Joshua 1:8; John 1:17

5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord. 

 Cross References: Matthew 17:11; Mark 9:12; Luke 1:17

6 He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a curse.” 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 18:37; Deuteronomy 30:19; Luke 1:16

Key Lessons from Malachi 4

•  The Day of the Lord will bring judgment – For the wicked, it will be consuming fire, leaving nothing behind. 

•  The faithful will rejoice – Those who honor God’s name will experience renewal, healing, and victory over evil. 

•  God calls His people back to His Word – Remembering the law of Moses shows that God’s truth is enduring and foundational. 

•  Elijah’s mission foreshadows reconciliation – John the Baptist came in the “spirit and power of Elijah” (Luke 1:17) to prepare the way for Christ. 

•  God’s final word before the silence – The Old Testament closes with both a warning of a curse and the promise of restoration through repentance. Introduction to the New Testament

“But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.” – John 20:31

Title and Meaning

The term  New Testament comes from the Latin  Novum Testamentum and the Greek  Kainḗ Diathḗkē, meaning “New Covenant.”  It refers to the covenant God made through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, fulfilling the promises of the Old Testament. While the Old Testament centers on God’s covenant with Israel through the Law, the New Testament proclaims the new covenant of grace, sealed in Christ’s blood (Luke 22:20). 

Author and Date

The New Testament contains 27 books, written between c. AD 45–95 by apostles and close followers of Jesus under divine inspiration. Authors include Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Paul, Peter, James, and Jude. Though written in different contexts—Gospels, letters, history, and prophecy—together they present one unified testimony: Jesus is the promised Messiah and Savior of the world. 

Purpose of the New Testament

The New Testament reveals the fulfillment of God’s redemptive plan. Its purposes include:

•  To proclaim Jesus Christ as the Son of God and Savior. 

•  To record the life, teachings, death, and resurrection of Jesus. 

•  To establish the foundation and mission of the church. 

•  To instruct believers in faith, doctrine, and holy living. 

•  To reveal the ultimate hope of Christ’s return and eternal kingdom. 

Structure of the New Testament

The New Testament is organized into four main sections: 1. The Gospels (Matthew–John) Four portraits of Jesus’ life, ministry, death, and resurrection. 2. Acts of the Apostles (Acts) The history of the early church and the spread of the gospel through the power of the Holy Spirit. 3. The Epistles (Romans–Jude) Letters written by apostles to churches and individuals, teaching doctrine, encouragement, and correction. 

•  Pauline Epistles: Romans through Philemon. 

•  General Epistles: Hebrews through Jude. 4. The Revelation (Revelation) Prophecy given to John about Christ’s ultimate victory, the final judgment, and the new heaven and new earth. 

Major Themes

•  Jesus Christ, the Messiah – The fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy and the center of salvation history. 

•  The Kingdom of God – God’s reign breaking into history through Christ and His church. 

•  Salvation by Grace through Faith – The heart of the gospel message. 

•  The Holy Spirit – Empowering believers and guiding the church. 

•  The Church – God’s new covenant people, called to live in holiness and mission. 

•  Hope of Christ’s Return – The promise of resurrection, judgment, and eternal life. 

Why the New Testament Matters Today

The New Testament is the heart of Christian faith. It:

•  Proclaims the good news of salvation in Christ. 

•  Reveals God’s grace and the power of the cross. 

•  Provides the foundation for Christian belief, worship, and practice. 

•  Offers encouragement for living faithfully in a broken world. 

•  Assures believers of eternal hope through Christ’s return. 

Key Verse

“For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.” – John 1:17 This verse captures the contrast and fulfillment: the New Covenant in Christ completes what the Old Covenant began, bringing grace, truth, and eternal life. 

Introduction to the Book of Matthew

“The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.” – Matthew 1:1

Title and Meaning

The Gospel according to  Matthew is the first book of the New Testament. The title comes from its traditional author, the apostle Matthew, also called Levi, a former tax collector whom Jesus called to be His disciple (Matthew 9:9). The word  Gospel means “good news,” and Matthew’s Gospel proclaims the good news that Jesus is the promised Messiah, the King of Israel, and Savior of the world. 

Author and Date

Matthew, one of the twelve apostles, is widely held to be the author. Early church fathers such as Papias and Irenaeus affirmed his authorship. The Gospel was likely written between AD 60–70, though some scholars suggest an earlier or slightly later date. It was originally written in Greek, though some early traditions suggest Matthew may have also composed an early version in Hebrew or Aramaic. 

Purpose of Matthew

Matthew writes to present Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah and King foretold in the Old Testament. His purpose includes:

•  To show that Jesus fulfills the Messianic prophecies of the Old Testament. 

•  To proclaim the Kingdom of Heaven as central to Jesus’ teaching. 

•  To demonstrate Jesus’ authority through His miracles, parables, and resurrection. 

•  To provide instruction for the life and mission of the church. 

Structure of Matthew

Matthew organizes his Gospel around major discourses of Jesus, woven into the narrative of His life: 1. The Birth and Early Life of Jesus (Chs. 1–2) Genealogy, birth, visit of the Magi, and the flight to Egypt. 2. The Preparation for Ministry (Chs. 3–4) John the Baptist, Jesus’ baptism, and His temptation. 3. The Teachings and Works of Jesus (Chs. 5–25) Includes five major teaching sections, often seen as a parallel to the five books of Moses:

•  The Sermon on the Mount (Chs. 5–7)

•  The Mission Discourse (Ch. 10)

•  The Parables of the Kingdom (Ch. 13)

•  The Community Discourse (Ch. 18)

•  The Olivet Discourse (Chs. 24–25) 4. The Passion, Death, and Resurrection (Chs. 26–28) The betrayal, crucifixion, resurrection, and the Great Commission. 

Major Themes

•  Jesus as the Messiah-King – The fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy. 

•  The Kingdom of Heaven – God’s rule breaking into human history through Christ. 

•  Fulfillment of Scripture – Over 50 direct quotations from the Old Testament show Jesus as the promised one. 

•  Discipleship and Mission – Jesus calls His followers to live in righteousness and spread the gospel. 

•  Judgment and Hope – Warnings of judgment and the promise of eternal life through Christ. 

Why Matthew Matters Today

Matthew connects the Old Testament with the New Testament, showing that Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s promises to Abraham and David. It reminds believers that Christ is both King and Savior, calling His people to live under His lordship and to proclaim His kingdom to all nations. The Great Commission (Matthew 28:19–20) continues to define the mission of the church today. 

Key Verse

“Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet…” –

Matthew 1:22 This verse captures Matthew’s emphasis: Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s Word and the hope of all generations. 

Matthew 1 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Genealogy and Birth of Jesus Christ” 

The Family Line of Jesus Christ

1 This is the record of the family line of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 

 Cross References: Genesis 12:3; 2 Samuel 7:12; Luke 3:23

2 Abraham was the father of Isaac. Isaac was the father of Jacob. Jacob was the father of Judah and his brothers. 

 Cross References: Genesis 21:3; Genesis 25:26; Genesis 29:35

3 Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar. Perez was the father of Hezron. 

Hezron was the father of Ram. 

 Cross References: Genesis 38:29; Ruth 4:18; 1 Chronicles 2:4

4 Ram was the father of Amminadab. Amminadab was the father of Nahshon. Nahshon was the father of Salmon. 

 Cross References: Ruth 4:19; Numbers 1:7; Numbers 2:3

5 Salmon was the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab. Boaz was the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth. Obed was the father of Jesse. 

 Cross References: Joshua 2:1; Ruth 4:13; Ruth 4:17

6 Jesse was the father of King David. David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah’s wife. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 16:13; 2 Samuel 11:3; 2 Samuel 12:24

7 Solomon was the father of Rehoboam. Rehoboam was the father of Abijah. Abijah was the father of Asa. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 11:43; 1 Kings 14:31; 1 Kings 15:8

8 Asa was the father of Jehoshaphat. Jehoshaphat was the father of Joram. Joram was the father of Uzziah. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 15:24; 1 Kings 22:50; 2 Kings 15:1

9 Uzziah was the father of Jotham. Jotham was the father of Ahaz. Ahaz was the father of Hezekiah. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 15:32; 2 Kings 16:1; 2 Kings 18:1

10 Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh. Manasseh was the father of Amon. Amon was the father of Josiah. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 20:21; 2 Kings 21:19; 2 Kings 21:24

11 Josiah was the father of Jeconiah and his brothers at the time of the exile to Babylon. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 24:6; 2 Chronicles 36:10; Jeremiah 22:24

From the Exile to the Christ

12 After the exile to Babylon, Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel. Shealtiel was the father of Zerubbabel. 

 Cross References: 1 Chronicles 3:17; Ezra 3:2; Haggai 1:1

13 Zerubbabel was the father of Abiud. Abiud was the father of Eliakim. Eliakim was the father of Azor. 

 Cross References: Ezra 2:2; Haggai 2:23; 1 Chronicles 3:19

14 Azor was the father of Zadok. Zadok was the father of Akim. Akim was the father of Eliud. 

 Cross References: Luke 3:29; 1 Chronicles 9:11; Ezekiel 44:15

15 Eliud was the father of Eleazar. Eleazar was the father of Matthan. Matthan was the father of Jacob. 

 Cross References: Luke 3:24; Numbers 3:32; 1 Chronicles 24:1

16 Jacob was the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary. Mary gave birth to Jesus, who is called the Messiah. 

 Cross References: Luke 1:27; Luke 2:7; Isaiah 9:6

17 So there were fourteen generations from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Messiah. 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 7:16; Daniel 9:25; Galatians 4:4

The Birth of Jesus the Messiah

18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah happened: His mother Mary was engaged to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 

 Cross References: Luke 1:27; Luke 1:35; Luke 2:5

19 Joseph, her fiancé, was a good man and did not want to disgrace her publicly, so he decided to quietly end the engagement. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 24:1; Deuteronomy 22:24; Proverbs 12:10

20 But while he thought about this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 

“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. The child within her is conceived by the Holy Spirit. 

 Cross References: Luke 1:31; Luke 1:35; Genesis 37:5

21 She will give birth to a son, and you will name Him Jesus, because He will save His people from their sins.” 

 Cross References: Luke 1:31; Luke 2:21; Psalms 130:8

22 All this happened to fulfill what the Lord had spoken through the prophet: Cross References: Isaiah 7:14; Luke 1:70; Romans 1:2

23 “Look, the virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son, and they will call Him Immanuel,” which means “God with us.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 7:14; Isaiah 8:8; John 1:14

24 When Joseph woke up, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded and took Mary as his wife. 

 Cross References: Genesis 6:22; Luke 1:38; Hebrews 11:8

25 But he did not have sexual relations with her until she gave birth to her firstborn son. And Joseph named Him Jesus. 

 Cross References: Luke 2:7; Exodus 13:2; Luke 2:21

Key Lessons from Matthew 1

•  Jesus is the promised Messiah – His family line proves He is both son of Abraham (fulfilling the covenant promise) and son of David (fulfilling the royal promise). 

•  God’s plan includes unlikely people – Women like Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba are included, showing that God’s grace welcomes the outsider and the broken. 

•  God works through history – Generations of waiting lead to the birth of Christ at just the right time. 

•  The virgin birth shows divine power – Jesus was not born of man’s will but by the Holy Spirit, proving He is both fully human and fully divine. 

•  Immanuel, “God with us”  – The greatest promise is God’s presence among His people through Christ. 

Matthew 2 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Visit of the Wise Men and the Escape to Egypt” 

The Wise Men Visit Jesus

1 Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea during the days of King Herod. Wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 

 Cross References: Micah 5:2; Luke 2:4; Numbers 24:17

2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born King of the Jews? We saw His star rising in the east, and we have come to worship Him.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 24:17; Isaiah 60:3; Psalms 2:6

3 When King Herod heard this, he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 

 Cross References: Psalms 2:2; 1 Samuel 16:14; Proverbs 21:1

4 He called together the chief priests and teachers of the law and asked them where the Messiah was supposed to be born. 

 Cross References: John 7:42; Micah 5:2; Malachi 2:7

5 They answered, “In Bethlehem of Judea. For the prophet wrote: Cross References: Micah 5:2; John 7:42; 1 Samuel 16:1

6 ‘But you, Bethlehem in the land of Judah, are not the least among the rulers of Judah. For out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd My people Israel.’” 

 Cross References: 2 Samuel 5:2; Ezekiel 34:23; John 10:11

7 Then Herod secretly called the wise men and carefully asked them when the star had appeared. 

 Cross References: Numbers 24:17; Exodus 1:10; Psalms 10:2

8 He sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search carefully for the child. When you find Him, report back to me, so that I too may go and worship Him.” 

 Cross References: Psalms 55:21; Proverbs 26:24; Genesis 37:20

9 After hearing the king, the wise men went on their way. The star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 

 Cross References: Exodus 13:21; Job 38:32; Isaiah 60:3

10 When they saw the star, they were filled with great joy. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 60:5; Psalms 97:11; Luke 2:10

11 They entered the house and saw the child with Mary His mother. They bowed down and worshiped Him. Then they opened their treasures and gave Him gifts—gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

 Cross References: Psalms 72:10; Isaiah 60:6; Song of Solomon 3:6

12 But God warned them in a dream not to return to Herod, so they went back to their own country by another route. 

 Cross References: Genesis 31:24; Job 33:15; Genesis 20:3

The Escape to Egypt

13 After they left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said. “Take the child and His mother and flee to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, because Herod is going to try to kill the child.” 


3 Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve. 

 Cross References: John 13:27; Matthew 26:14; Mark 14:10

4 He went to the chief priests and officers of the temple guard and discussed with them how he might betray Jesus. 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:15; Mark 14:10; John 13:2

5 They were glad and agreed to give him money. 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:15; Mark 14:11; Zechariah 11:12

6 He consented and began looking for an opportunity to hand him over when the crowd was not present. 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:16; Mark 14:11; Psalm 41:9

Preparing the Passover

7 The Day of Unleavened Bread came, on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:6; Matthew 26:17; Mark 14:12

8 Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover meal for us, that we may eat it.” 

 Cross References: Mark 14:13; Matthew 26:18; 1 Corinthians 5:7

9 They asked, “Where do you want us to prepare it?” 

 Cross References: Mark 14:12; Matthew 26:17; Exodus 12:21

10 He replied, “When you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him into the house he enters. 

 Cross References: Mark 14:13; 1 Samuel 10:2; Genesis 24:14

11 Tell the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks, Where is the guest room where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’

 Cross References: Mark 14:14; Matthew 26:18; Exodus 12:11

12 He will show you a large upper room, furnished. Prepare it there.” 

 Cross References: Mark 14:15; Acts 1:13; Acts 20:8

13 They went and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared the Passover. 

 Cross References: Mark 14:16; Matthew 26:19; Exodus 12:28

The Last Supper

14 When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. 

 Cross References: Mark 14:17; Matthew 26:20; John 13:23

15 He said, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:11; John 13:1; Hebrews 2:14

16 For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:29; Mark 14:25; Isaiah 25:6

17 After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among you. 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:27; Mark 14:23; 1 Corinthians 10:16

18 For I tell you, I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:29; Mark 14:25; Revelation 19:9

19 He took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:26; Mark 14:22; 1 Corinthians 11:24

20 In the same way, after the supper, he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 24:8; Jeremiah 31:31; 1 Corinthians 11:25

The Betrayal Foretold

21 “But the hand of him who is going to betray me is with mine on the table. 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:23; Mark 14:20; Psalm 41:9

22 The Son of Man will go as it has been decreed. But woe to that man who betrays him!” 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:24; Mark 14:21; Acts 2:23

23 They began to question among themselves which of them might be the one. 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:22; Mark 14:19; John 13:22

True Greatness

24 A dispute also arose among them as to which of them was considered the greatest. 

 Cross References: Mark 9:34; Matthew 18:1; Luke 9:46

25 Jesus said, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise authority over them, and those who exercise authority call themselves Benefactors. 

 Cross References: Matthew 20:25; Mark 10:42; 1 Peter 5:3

26 But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves. 

 Cross References: Matthew 20:26; Mark 10:43; Matthew 23:11

27 For who is greater, the one who sits at the table, or the one who serves? Is it not the one who sits? 

But I am among you as one who serves. 

 Cross References: John 13:5; Philippians 2:7; Matthew 20:28

28 You are those who have stood by me in my trials. 

 Cross References: Matthew 4:11; Hebrews 2:18; Hebrews 4:15

29 And I confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me, 

 Cross References: Daniel 7:14; Matthew 25:34; Revelation 1:6

30 so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 19:28; Revelation 3:21; Revelation 19:9

Peter’s Denial Foretold

31 “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. 

 Cross References: Job 1:12; Amos 9:9; 1 Peter 5:8

32 But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” 

 Cross References: John 17:15; Hebrews 7:25; John 21:15

33 But he replied, “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:35; Mark 14:29; John 13:37

34 Jesus answered, “I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny three times that you know me.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:34; Mark 14:30; John 13:38

Preparing for What Is Ahead

35 Then Jesus asked them, “When I sent you without purse, bag, or sandals, did you lack anything?” 

They answered, “Nothing.” 

 Cross References: Luke 9:3; Luke 10:4; Matthew 10:9

36 He said to them, “But now if you have a purse, take it, and also a bag. And if you don’t have a sword, sell your cloak and buy one. 

 Cross References: Matthew 10:10; Mark 6:8; Ephesians 6:11

37 For it is written: ‘And he was numbered with the transgressors’; and I tell you that this must be fulfilled in me. Yes, what is written about me is reaching its fulfillment.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 53:12; Mark 15:28; 1 Peter 2:24

38 The disciples said, “See, Lord, here are two swords.” “That is enough,” he replied. 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:51; John 18:10; Matthew 26:52

Jesus Prays on the Mount of Olives

39 Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed him. 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:30; Mark 14:26; John 18:1

40 On reaching the place, he said, “Pray that you will not fall into temptation.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:41; Mark 14:38; Matthew 6:13

41 He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down, and prayed, Cross References: Matthew 26:39; Mark 14:35; Hebrews 5:7

42 “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:39; Mark 14:36; John 6:38

43 An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. 

 Cross References: Matthew 4:11; Mark 1:13; Hebrews 1:14

44 And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground. 

 Cross References: Hebrews 5:7; Psalm 22:14; Matthew 26:38

45 When he rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, he found them asleep, exhausted from sorrow. 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:40; Mark 14:37; Matthew 26:43

46 “Why are you sleeping?” he asked. “Get up and pray so that you will not fall into temptation.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:41; Mark 14:38; 1 Peter 5:8

The Arrest of Jesus

47 While he was still speaking, a crowd came up, and the man called Judas, one of the Twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him. 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:47; Mark 14:43; John 18:3

48 But Jesus asked him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:50; Proverbs 27:6; 2 Samuel 20:9

49 When Jesus’ followers saw what was going to happen, they said, “Lord, should we strike with our swords?” 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:51; Mark 14:47; Romans 12:19

50 And one of them struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear. 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:51; Mark 14:47; John 18:10

51 But Jesus answered, “No more of this!” And he touched the man’s ear and healed him. 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:52; John 18:11; Isaiah 53:5

52 Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple guard, and the elders, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come with swords and clubs? 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:55; Mark 14:48; Acts 21:38

53 Every day I was with you in the temple courts, and you did not lay a hand on me. But this is your hour—when darkness reigns.” 

 Cross References: John 12:27; Colossians 1:13; Ephesians 6:12

Peter Denies Jesus

54 They seized him and led him away, taking him into the high priest’s house. Peter followed at a distance. 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:58; Mark 14:54; John 18:15

55 When some there had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat with them. 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:58; Mark 14:54; John 18:18

56 A servant girl saw him seated there in the firelight. She looked closely at him and said, “This man was with him.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:69; Mark 14:67; John 18:17

57 But he denied it. “Woman, I don’t know him,” he said. 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:70; Mark 14:68; John 18:17

58 A little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.” 

“Man, I am not!” Peter replied. 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:72; Mark 14:70; John 18:25

59 About an hour later another asserted, “Certainly this fellow was with him, for he is a Galilean.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:73; Mark 14:70; John 18:26

60 Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!” Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed. 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:74; Mark 14:72; John 18:27

61 The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken: “Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:75; Mark 14:72; John 13:38

62 And he went outside and wept bitterly. 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:75; Mark 14:72; Psalm 51:17

Jesus Mocked and Beaten

63 The men who were guarding Jesus began mocking and beating him. 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:67; Mark 14:65; Isaiah 50:6

64 They blindfolded him and demanded, “Prophesy! Who hit you?” 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:68; Mark 14:65; Micah 5:1

65 And they said many other insulting things to him. 

 Cross References: Matthew 27:39; Mark 15:29; Isaiah 53:3

Jesus Before the Council

66 At daybreak the council of the elders of the people, both chief priests and teachers of the law, met together, and Jesus was led before them. 

 Cross References: Matthew 27:1; Mark 15:1; Psalm 2:2

67 “If you are the Messiah,” they said, “tell us.” 

Jesus answered, “If I tell you, you will not believe me, 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:63; Mark 14:61; John 10:25

68 and if I asked you, you would not answer. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 38:15; John 18:21; Isaiah 53:7

69 But from now on, the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the mighty God.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 110:1; Daniel 7:13; Mark 14:62

70 They all asked, “Are you then the Son of God?” 

He replied, “You say that I am.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:64; Mark 14:62; John 10:36

71 Then they said, “Why do we need any more testimony? We have heard it from his own lips.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:65; Mark 14:64; John 19:7

Key Lessons from Luke 22

•  Betrayal can come from those closest to us, yet God’s plan still stands. 

•  The Lord’s Supper reminds us of Christ’s body and blood given for us. 

•  Greatness in God’s kingdom is measured by service, not status. 

•  Jesus intercedes for his people, even when their faith is weak. 

•  True prayer submits to the Father’s will, even in suffering. 

•  Denial of Christ leads to sorrow, but repentance restores. 

•  The “hour of darkness” shows that evil has its moment, but God has the final word. 

Luke 23 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Trial, Crucifixion, and Burial of Jesus” 

Jesus Before Pilate and Herod

1 The whole assembly rose and led Jesus to Pilate. 

 Cross References: Matthew 27:2; Mark 15:1; John 18:28

2 They accused him, saying, “We found this man misleading the nation, forbidding us to pay taxes to Caesar, and claiming to be Christ, a King.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 27:12; John 19:12; Luke 20:25

3 Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “You have said it.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 27:11; Mark 15:2; John 18:33

4 Pilate told the chief priests and the crowd, “I find no fault in this man.” 

 Cross References: John 18:38; John 19:4; John 19:6

5 But they kept insisting, “He stirs up the people, teaching all over Judea, beginning from Galilee even to this place.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 4:23; Mark 1:39; Acts 10:37

6 When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked if Jesus was a Galilean. 

 Cross References: Luke 3:1; John 7:52; Luke 13:1

7 Learning he was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who was in Jerusalem at the time. 

 Cross References: Luke 3:1; Acts 4:27; Luke 13:31

8 Herod was glad to see Jesus, for he had long wanted to see him and hoped to witness a miracle. 

 Cross References: Luke 9:9; Luke 13:31; Mark 6:20

9 He asked him many questions, but Jesus gave him no answer. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 53:7; Matthew 27:14; Mark 15:5

10 The chief priests and scribes stood by, accusing him fiercely. 

 Cross References: Matthew 27:12; Mark 15:3; Psalm 35:11

11 Herod and his soldiers mocked him, dressed him in a splendid robe, and sent him back to Pilate. 

 Cross References: Matthew 27:28; Mark 15:17; John 19:2

12 That day Herod and Pilate, who had been enemies, became friends. 

 Cross References: Psalm 2:2; Acts 4:26; Acts 4:27

Pilate Sentences Jesus

13 Pilate called together the chief priests, rulers, and the people. 

 Cross References: Matthew 27:17; Mark 15:8; John 19:6

14 He said, “You brought this man to me as one who stirs up the people. I have examined him in your presence and found no fault in him. 

 Cross References: Acts 13:28; John 19:4; 1 Peter 2:22

15 Neither has Herod, for I sent him to him, and nothing deserving death has been done. 

 Cross References: Acts 23:29; Acts 25:25; Acts 26:31

16 I will punish him and release him.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 27:26; Mark 15:15; John 19:1

17 (It was customary for Pilate to release one prisoner during the feast.) Cross References: Matthew 27:15; Mark 15:6; John 18:39

18 But the crowd shouted, “Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us!” 

 Cross References: Matthew 27:21; Mark 15:11; John 18:40

19 (Barabbas had been thrown into prison for rebellion and murder.) Cross References: Matthew 27:16; Mark 15:7; Acts 3:14

20 Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, spoke to them again. 

 Cross References: John 19:12; Matthew 27:23; Mark 15:14

21 But they shouted, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” 

 Cross References: Matthew 27:22; Mark 15:13; John 19:6

22 Pilate said to them the third time, “Why? What evil has he done? I find no reason for death in him. 

I will punish him and let him go.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 27:23; Mark 15:14; John 19:4

23 But they kept shouting louder, demanding that he be crucified. Finally, their voices prevailed. 

 Cross References: Matthew 27:24; Mark 15:14; John 19:15

24 So Pilate gave in to their demand. 

 Cross References: Matthew 27:26; Mark 15:15; John 19:16

25 He released the man who had been imprisoned for rebellion and murder, the one they wanted, and handed Jesus over to their will. 

 Cross References: Acts 3:14; Matthew 27:26; Mark 15:15

On the Way to the Cross

26 As they led Jesus away, they seized a man named Simon from Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, and made him carry the cross behind Jesus. 

 Cross References: Matthew 27:32; Mark 15:21; Romans 16:13

27 A large crowd followed, including women who mourned and wept for him. 

 Cross References: Zechariah 12:10; Luke 8:2; John 19:25

28 Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 3:16; Song of Solomon 2:7; Luke 19:41

29 For the days are coming when people will say, ‘Blessed are the childless, the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.’

 Cross References: Luke 21:23; Hosea 9:14; Isaiah 54:1

30 Then they will say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us!’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us!’

 Cross References: Hosea 10:8; Revelation 6:16; Isaiah 2:19

31 For if this is done when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 20:47; Proverbs 11:31; 1 Peter 4:17

32 Two criminals were also led out with him to be executed. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 53:12; Matthew 27:38; Mark 15:27

The Crucifixion

33 When they came to the place called Calvary, they crucified him there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other on his left. 

 Cross References: Matthew 27:33; Mark 15:22; John 19:18

34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing.” And they divided his clothes by casting lots. 

 Cross References: Psalm 22:18; Isaiah 53:12; Acts 7:60

35 The people watched, and the rulers mocked him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 22:7; Psalm 22:8; Matthew 27:42

36 The soldiers mocked him too, offering him vinegar. 

 Cross References: Psalm 69:21; Matthew 27:48; John 19:29

37 They said, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 

 Cross References: Matthew 27:40; Mark 15:30; John 19:3

38 A sign was written above him:  This Is the King of the Jews. 

 Cross References: Matthew 27:37; Mark 15:26; John 19:19

39 One of the criminals insulted him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 

 Cross References: Matthew 27:44; Mark 15:32; Psalm 22:6

40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Don’t you fear God, since you are under the same sentence? 

 Cross References: Proverbs 9:10; Ecclesiastes 12:13; 1 Peter 2:17

41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what we deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 53:9; 1 Peter 2:22; 2 Corinthians 5:21

42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 106:4; Matthew 16:28; John 18:36

43 Jesus answered, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

 Cross References: 2 Corinthians 12:4; Revelation 2:7; Philippians 1:23

The Death of Jesus

44 Around noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, Cross References: Matthew 27:45; Mark 15:33; Amos 8:9

45 for the sun stopped shining. The curtain of the temple was torn in two. 

 Cross References: Matthew 27:51; Mark 15:38; Hebrews 10:20

46 Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his last. 

 Cross References: Psalm 31:5; Matthew 27:50; Acts 7:59

47 The centurion, seeing what happened, praised God and said, “Surely this was a righteous man.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 27:54; Mark 15:39; Isaiah 53:11

48 When all the people who had gathered for this spectacle saw what took place, they beat their chests and went away. 

 Cross References: Zechariah 12:10; Luke 18:13; Joel 2:12

49 But all those who knew him, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching. 

 Cross References: Psalm 38:11; Matthew 27:55; Mark 15:40

The Burial of Jesus

50 Now there was a man named Joseph, a member of the Council, a good and upright man, Cross References: Matthew 27:57; Mark 15:43; John 19:38

51 who had not agreed to their decision and action. He was from Arimathea, a town of the Jews, and he was waiting for the kingdom of God. 

 Cross References: Mark 15:43; Luke 2:25; Luke 2:38

52 He went to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. 

 Cross References: Matthew 27:58; Mark 15:43; John 19:38

53 He took it down, wrapped it in linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb cut in the rock, where no one had yet been laid. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 53:9; Matthew 27:60; John 19:41

54 It was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was about to begin. 

 Cross References: John 19:31; Mark 15:42; John 19:42

55 The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed and saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it. 

 Cross References: Mark 15:47; Matthew 27:61; Luke 8:2

56 Then they went home and prepared spices and perfumes. But they rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the commandment. 

 Cross References: Mark 16:1; Exodus 20:8; Exodus 20:10

Key Lessons from Luke 23

•  Jesus was innocent, yet condemned—showing the depth of human sin and God’s redemption plan. 

•  The crowd chose Barabbas over Christ, reminding us of the danger of rejecting truth for temporary desires. 

•  Jesus’ compassion extended even from the cross: forgiving his enemies and saving a dying sinner. 

•  Darkness and the torn temple veil testify that his death opened the way to God. 

•  Joseph of Arimathea shows courage by honoring Jesus when most were afraid. 

•  The cross reveals both the horror of sin and the greatness of God’s love. 

Luke 24 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus” 

The Empty Tomb

1 On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women came to the tomb, bringing the spices they had prepared. 

 Cross References: Matthew 28:1; Mark 16:1; John 20:1

2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 

 Cross References: Matthew 28:2; Mark 16:4; John 20:1

3 but when they went in, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 

 Cross References: Matthew 28:6; Mark 16:6; John 20:2

4 While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in shining garments stood beside them. 

 Cross References: Matthew 28:3; Mark 16:5; John 20:12

5 Terrified, the women bowed down. The men said, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? 

 Cross References: Matthew 28:5; Mark 16:6; Revelation 1:18

6 He is not here—he has risen! Remember how he told you in Galilee, 

 Cross References: Matthew 28:6; Mark 16:6; Luke 9:22

7 ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified, and rise on the third day.’” 

 Cross References: Luke 9:22; Luke 18:33; Hosea 6:2

8 Then they remembered his words. 

 Cross References: John 2:22; Luke 9:44; John 14:26

9 They returned from the tomb and told all these things to the Eleven and to the others. 

 Cross References: Mark 16:10; John 20:18; Matthew 28:8

10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women who told the apostles. 

 Cross References: Luke 8:3; Mark 16:1; John 20:18

11 But their words seemed like nonsense, and they did not believe them. 

 Cross References: Mark 16:11; Mark 16:14; John 20:25

12 Peter, however, ran to the tomb. Bending down, he saw the strips of linen lying there, and went away, wondering what had happened. 

 Cross References: John 20:3; John 20:6; John 20:8

The Road to Emmaus

13 That same day, two of them were walking to the village of Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: Mark 16:12; Hebrews 13:2; Genesis 18:2

14 They were talking about everything that had happened. 

 Cross References: John 21:4; Luke 9:31; Malachi 3:16

15 As they talked and discussed, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them, Cross References: John 20:14; John 21:4; Genesis 19:1

16 but they were kept from recognizing him. 

 Cross References: Genesis 42:8; John 20:14; 2 Kings 6:18

17 He asked, “What are you discussing as you walk?” They stood still, their faces sad. 

 Cross References: John 20:15; Nehemiah 2:2; John 16:22

18 One of them, named Cleopas, said, “Are you the only visitor in Jerusalem who doesn’t know the things that have happened these days?” 

 Cross References: John 19:25; John 3:10; Luke 19:42

19 Jesus asked, “What things?” They replied, “About Jesus of Nazareth. He was a prophet powerful in word and deed before God and all the people. 

 Cross References: Acts 2:22; Acts 10:38; Matthew 21:11

20 The chief priests and rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him. 

 Cross References: Acts 3:13; Acts 2:23; Acts 13:28

21 We had hoped he was the one to redeem Israel. And now it is the third day since this happened. 

 Cross References: Luke 1:68; Luke 2:38; Isaiah 59:20

22 Some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning Cross References: Mark 16:9; John 20:1; Matthew 28:8

23 but didn’t find his body. They saw a vision of angels who said he was alive. 

 Cross References: Matthew 28:7; Mark 16:7; John 20:13

24 Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they didn’t see him.” 

 Cross References: John 20:3; John 20:8; John 20:10

25 Jesus said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 

 Cross References: Mark 16:14; Luke 9:45; Hebrews 5:11

26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 

 Cross References: Philippians 2:9; 1 Peter 1:11; Isaiah 53:10

27 Beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures about himself. 

 Cross References: John 5:39; John 5:46; Acts 8:35

28 As they approached the village, Jesus acted as if he were going farther. 

 Cross References: Genesis 19:2; Mark 6:48; Genesis 18:3

29 But they urged him, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them. 

 Cross References: Genesis 19:3; Judges 19:9; Revelation 3:20

30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to them. 

 Cross References: Luke 22:19; 1 Corinthians 11:24; Luke 9:16

31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him—and he disappeared from their sight. 

 Cross References: Genesis 3:7; 2 Kings 6:17; John 20:16

32 They asked each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 20:9; Psalm 39:3; Psalm 119:130

33 They got up at once and returned to Jerusalem. They found the Eleven and those with them, Cross References: Mark 16:13; Acts 1:14; John 20:19

34 saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” 

 Cross References: 1 Corinthians 15:4; 1 Corinthians 15:5; John 21:15

35 Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread. 

 Cross References: Mark 16:13; Acts 2:42; 1 Corinthians 10:16

Jesus Appears to His Disciples

36 While they were talking, Jesus himself stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 

 Cross References: John 20:19; John 20:21; John 14:27

37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a spirit. 

 Cross References: Matthew 14:26; Mark 6:49; Job 4:15

38 He said, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your hearts? 

 Cross References: Matthew 14:31; John 20:27; Mark 4:40

39 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a spirit does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” 

 Cross References: John 20:27; Psalm 22:16; 1 John 1:1

40 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 

 Cross References: John 20:20; Zechariah 13:6; John 1:14

41 While they still did not believe because of joy and amazement, he asked, “Do you have anything to eat?” 

 Cross References: Genesis 45:26; John 21:5; Psalm 126:1

42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 

 Cross References: John 21:9; John 21:13; Acts 10:41

43 and he ate it in their presence. 

 Cross References: Acts 1:4; Genesis 18:8; Acts 1:3

44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: everything written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 40:7; John 5:39; Acts 26:22

45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 

 Cross References: Psalm 119:18; 2 Corinthians 3:14; Acts 16:14

46 He told them, “This is what is written: the Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 

 Cross References: Hosea 6:2; Isaiah 53:5; Jonah 1:17

47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: Acts 1:8; Acts 13:38; Isaiah 49:6

48 You are witnesses of these things. 

 Cross References: Acts 1:22; Acts 2:32; 1 John 1:1

49 I am sending you what my Father promised; but stay in Jerusalem until you are clothed with power from on high.” 

 Cross References: Acts 1:4; Joel 2:28; John 14:26

The Ascension

50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 

 Cross References: Acts 1:12; Numbers 6:24; John 11:1

51 While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 

 Cross References: Acts 1:9; Mark 16:19; 2 Kings 2:11

52 Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 

 Cross References: Matthew 28:17; John 20:28; Psalm 47:1

53 And they stayed continually at the temple, praising and blessing God. Amen. 

 Cross References: Acts 2:46; Acts 5:42; Psalm 34:1

Key Lessons from Luke 24

•  The resurrection of Jesus is the foundation of Christian hope and faith. 

•  The empty tomb and angelic message remind us: Jesus is alive, not dead. 

•  Christ reveals himself to those who walk with him and open their hearts to Scripture. 

•  The disciples’ fear turned to joy when they realized Jesus was truly risen. 

•  The risen Lord proved he was no spirit but alive in a glorified body. 

•  Repentance and forgiveness of sins are the heart of the Gospel to be preached to all nations. 

•  The Ascension shows Jesus exalted, reigning, and preparing to send the Holy Spirit. 

Introduction to the Book of John

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” – John 1:1

Title and Meaning

The Gospel according to  John is named after the apostle John, the son of Zebedee and brother of James. Unlike the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke), John’s account is distinct, focusing on the identity of Jesus as the eternal Son of God. John emphasizes that Jesus is the Word made flesh (John 1:14) and the Light of the world, who came to bring eternal life to all who believe in Him. 

Author and Date

John the apostle, often referred to as “the disciple whom Jesus loved,” is traditionally regarded as the author. Early church tradition strongly supports this, and his firsthand eyewitness testimony is evident throughout the book (John 21:24). The Gospel was likely written between AD 85–95, making it one of the last New Testament books written. 

Purpose of John

John’s Gospel is both deeply theological and evangelistic. His purpose is explicitly stated:

•  To show that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 

•  To call readers to faith in Him for eternal life (John 20:31). 

•  To reveal Jesus’ divine identity through “signs” (miracles) and “I Am” statements. 

•  To provide assurance of God’s love and eternal life through Christ. 

Structure of John

John’s Gospel is organized around seven miraculous signs and seven “I Am” statements, both pointing to Jesus’ divinity. It can be outlined as follows: 1. The Prologue (Ch. 1:1–18) The eternal Word became flesh and revealed God’s glory. 

•  2. The Book of Signs (Chs. 1–12) Jesus performs miracles and teaches, revealing Himself as the Messiah and Son of God. Key signs include turning water into wine, feeding the 5,000, healing the blind man, and raising Lazarus. 3. The Book of Glory (Chs. 13–20) Focuses on Jesus’ final teachings, His death, and His resurrection. The cross is portrayed not as defeat but as glorification. 4. The Epilogue (Ch. 21) The risen Christ restores Peter and commissions His disciples. 

Major Themes

•  Jesus as the Word – He is eternal, divine, and the revelation of God. 

•  Light and Darkness – Christ brings truth and life to a dark world. 

•  Faith and Eternal Life – Belief in Jesus brings everlasting life. 

•  Love and Relationship – God’s love is revealed in Christ, calling us to love one another. 

•  The Holy Spirit – Promised as the Comforter and Guide for believers after Jesus’ ascension. 

Why John Matters Today

John presents Jesus not only as a great teacher or miracle worker but as the eternal Son of God who offers eternal life. His Gospel calls us to personal faith in Christ, emphasizes the depth of God’s love, and assures us of His presence through the Spirit. It also teaches that eternal life begins the moment we believe in Christ, shaping how we live here and now. 

Key Verse

“These are written that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.” – John 20:31 This verse sums up the entire purpose of John’s Gospel: belief in Jesus brings life. 

John 1 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Word Became Flesh” 

The Word and Creation

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:1; Proverbs 8:22; 1 John 1:1

2 He was with God in the beginning. 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:1; John 17:5; Colossians 1:17

3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:3; Psalm 33:6; Colossians 1:16

4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all people. 

 Cross References: John 5:26; John 8:12; 1 John 5:11

5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 9:2; John 3:19; 1 John 2:8

John the Baptist’s Witness

6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 

 Cross References: Malachi 3:1; Luke 1:13; Luke 3:2

7 He came as a witness to testify about the light, so that all might believe through him. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 40:3; Luke 1:17; John 5:33

8 He himself was not the light; he came only to point to the light. 

 Cross References: John 1:20; John 3:28; Acts 19:4

9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 49:6; John 8:12; John 9:5

10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 

 Cross References: Genesis 1:1; Colossians 1:16; Hebrews 1:2

11 He came to his own, but his own did not receive him. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 53:3; Matthew 23:37; Luke 19:14

12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—

 Cross References: Romans 8:15; Galatians 3:26; 1 John 3:1

13 children not born of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 

 Cross References: James 1:18; 1 Peter 1:23; 1 John 3:9

The Word Became Human

14 The Word became flesh and lived among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 7:14; Philippians 2:7; 1 Timothy 3:16

15 John testified about him, saying, “This is the one I spoke about when I said, ‘He who comes after me is greater than me because he existed before me.’” 

 Cross References: John 1:27; John 1:30; Matthew 3:11

16 From his fullness we have all received grace upon grace. 

 Cross References: Colossians 1:19; Colossians 2:9; Ephesians 1:7

17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 

 Cross References: Exodus 20:1; Romans 6:14; Romans 10:4

18 No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is close to the Father’s heart, has made him known. 

 Cross References: Exodus 33:20; 1 Timothy 6:16; Colossians 1:15

John Denies Being the Messiah

19 This was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was. 

 Cross References: Luke 3:15; Matthew 3:1; Malachi 3:1

20 He did not fail to confess, but admitted freely, “I am not the Messiah.” 

 Cross References: Luke 3:15; Acts 13:25; John 3:28

21 They asked him, “Then who are you? Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” He answered, “No.” 

 Cross References: Malachi 4:5; Matthew 11:14; Deuteronomy 18:15

22 Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 

 Cross References: Matthew 21:23; Acts 13:25; John 5:33

23 John replied with the words of Isaiah the prophet: “I am the voice of one calling in the wilderness, 

‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 40:3; Matthew 3:3; Luke 3:4

24 The Pharisees who had been sent questioned him, 

 Cross References: Matthew 3:7; John 1:19; Acts 26:5

25 “Why then do you baptize if you are not the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 

 Cross References: Matthew 3:11; Acts 19:4; Ezekiel 36:25

26 John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know. 

 Cross References: Matthew 3:11; Acts 1:5; Acts 19:4

27 He is the one who comes after me, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 3:11; Mark 1:7; Acts 13:25

28 This happened in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

 Cross References: John 1:19; John 3:26; John 10:40

Jesus, the Lamb of God

29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 

 Cross References: Isaiah 53:7; Exodus 12:3; 1 Peter 1:19

30 This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me is greater than me because he existed before me.’

 Cross References: John 1:15; John 1:27; Colossians 1:17

31 I myself did not know him, but I came baptizing with water so that he might be revealed to Israel.” 

 Cross References: Luke 1:76; Malachi 3:1; Luke 1:17

32 Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. 

 Cross References: Matthew 3:16; Mark 1:10; Luke 3:22

33 I would not have known him, except the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’

 Cross References: Matthew 3:11; Acts 1:5; Acts 2:4

34 I have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 3:17; Matthew 16:16; John 11:27

The First Disciples Follow Jesus

35 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 

 Cross References: John 1:29; Matthew 4:18; John 1:40

36 When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” 

 Cross References: John 1:29; 1 Corinthians 5:7; Revelation 5:12

37 When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 

 Cross References: Matthew 4:20; Matthew 4:22; Luke 5:11

38 Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you want?” They said, “Rabbi” 

(which means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 

 Cross References: Matthew 23:8; John 20:16; Mark 9:5

39 He replied, “Come and see.” So they went and saw where he was staying, and spent that day with him. It was about four in the afternoon. 

 Cross References: Matthew 11:28; John 1:46; Revelation 3:20

40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard John and followed Jesus. 

 Cross References: Matthew 4:18; Mark 1:16; Luke 6:14

41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). 

 Cross References: Luke 2:26; Daniel 9:25; Matthew 16:16

42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas” (which is translated as Peter). 

 Cross References: Matthew 16:18; Mark 3:16; 1 Corinthians 15:5

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael

43 The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow me.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 9:9; Matthew 4:19; Luke 5:27

44 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 

 Cross References: John 12:21; Mark 6:45; Luke 9:10

45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 18:15; Isaiah 7:14; Luke 24:27

46 Nathanael said, “Can anything good come from Nazareth?” Philip replied, “Come and see.” 

 Cross References: Micah 5:2; Matthew 2:23; John 7:41

47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 32:2; Psalm 73:1; Romans 9:6

48 “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 139:1; Psalm 139:4; John 2:25

49 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 2:7; Matthew 16:16; Matthew 27:11

50 Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see greater things than that.” 

 Cross References: John 14:12; John 5:20; Matthew 8:10

51 He then added, “Very truly I tell you, you will see heaven open, and the angels of God going up and coming down upon the Son of Man.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 28:12; Matthew 26:64; Daniel 7:13

Key Lessons from John 1

•  Jesus is the eternal Word—fully God, present at creation, and the source of life and light. 

•  Many rejected him, but those who receive him become children of God. 

•  John the Baptist prepared the way, but pointed people to Christ, not himself. 

•  Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

•  The Spirit’s testimony confirmed Jesus as the Chosen One. 

•  Discipleship begins with seeing Jesus, following him, and bringing others to him. 

•  Jesus promises greater revelation to those who believe. 

John 2 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Wedding at Cana and the Cleansing of the Temple” 

The Wedding at Cana

1 On the third day, there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 

 Cross References: John 4:46; John 21:2; Genesis 29:22

2 Jesus and his disciples were also invited to the wedding. 

 Cross References: Matthew 22:2; Luke 5:34; Revelation 19:9

3 When the wine ran out, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 25:6; Amos 9:13; Genesis 27:28

4 Jesus said to her, “Dear woman, why do you involve me? My time has not yet come.” 

 Cross References: John 7:6; John 7:30; John 8:20

5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 41:55; Matthew 17:5; Matthew 7:24

6 Nearby stood six large stone water jars, used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding twenty to thirty gallons. 

 Cross References: Mark 7:3; Exodus 30:18; Numbers 19:9

7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” So they filled them to the brim. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 4:3; 2 Kings 4:6; John 4:50

8 Then he said, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.” And they did so. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 5:14; John 2:5; Matthew 8:13

9 The master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. He called the bridegroom aside

 Cross References: Exodus 7:20; Psalm 104:15; John 4:50

10 and said, “Everyone brings out the best wine first, and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had plenty to drink; but you have kept the best until now.” 

 Cross References: Song of Solomon 1:2; Amos 9:13; Matthew 9:17

11 This was the first miracle Jesus performed at Cana in Galilee. Through it he revealed his glory, and his disciples believed in him. 

 Cross References: John 4:54; John 20:30; John 11:40

12 After this, he went down to Capernaum with his mother, his brothers, and his disciples. They stayed there for a few days. 

 Cross References: Matthew 4:13; Matthew 12:46; Mark 3:31

Jesus Clears the Temple

13 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:14; Deuteronomy 16:1; Luke 2:41

14 In the temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. 

 Cross References: Malachi 3:1; Deuteronomy 14:24; Leviticus 1:14

15 So he made a whip out of cords and drove them all from the temple courts, both sheep and cattle. 

He scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 

 Cross References: Psalm 69:9; Malachi 3:2; Jeremiah 7:11

16 To those who sold doves he said, “Take these things out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a marketplace!” 

 Cross References: Zechariah 14:21; Malachi 3:1; Jeremiah 7:11

17 His disciples remembered that it was written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 69:9; Psalm 119:139; Romans 15:3

18 The Jewish leaders responded, “What sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?” 

 Cross References: Matthew 12:38; Matthew 21:23; Matthew 16:1

19 Jesus answered, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:61; Mark 14:58; Matthew 27:40

20 They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?” 

 Cross References: Ezra 6:15; Matthew 24:1; Mark 13:1

21 But the temple he was speaking about was his body. 

 Cross References: 1 Corinthians 6:19; Colossians 2:9; Colossians 1:19

22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this. Then they believed the Scripture and the words Jesus had spoken. 

 Cross References: Luke 24:8; John 12:16; Psalm 16:10

Jesus Knows What Is in People

23 While Jesus was in Jerusalem for the Passover Festival, many people saw the signs he was doing and believed in his name. 

 Cross References: John 3:2; John 7:31; John 11:45

24 But Jesus did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people. 

 Cross References: John 6:64; Matthew 9:4; Revelation 2:23

25 He did not need anyone to testify about humanity, for he knew what was in each person. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 16:7; Psalm 139:1; Jeremiah 17:10

Key Lessons from John 2

•  Jesus’ first miracle shows his compassion and his power to transform the ordinary into the extraordinary. 

•  Obedience to Christ (“Do whatever he tells you”) opens the door for miracles. 

•  God deserves reverence—his house must not be treated as common or corrupted by greed. 

•  Jesus is greater than the temple; his body would be broken and raised in three days. 

•  True faith is not based only on miracles but on trusting who Jesus truly is. 

•  Christ sees into the human heart—nothing is hidden from him. 

John 3 – Crawford Standard Bible

“You Must Be Born Again” 

Jesus and Nicodemus

1 There was a man named Nicodemus, a Pharisee and a ruler of the Jews. 

 Cross References: John 7:50; John 19:39; Mark 15:43

2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God. No one could perform the miracles you are doing if God were not with him.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 22:16; John 9:16; Acts 10:38

3 Jesus replied, “Truly, I tell you, unless a person is born again, they cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

 Cross References: 1 Peter 1:23; Titus 3:5; 2 Corinthians 5:17

4 Nicodemus asked, “How can someone be born when they are old? Surely they cannot enter their mother’s womb a second time and be born again?” 

 Cross References: 1 Corinthians 2:14; John 3:12; John 6:60

5 Jesus answered, “Truly, I tell you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, they cannot enter the kingdom of God. 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 36:25; Titus 3:5; Ephesians 5:26

6 What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

 Cross References: Romans 8:5; Galatians 5:17; 1 Corinthians 15:50

7 Do not be surprised when I say, ‘You must be born again.’

 Cross References: 1 Peter 1:3; 2 Corinthians 5:17; James 1:18

8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” 

 Cross References: Ecclesiastes 11:5; Ezekiel 37:9; 1 Corinthians 2:11

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

 Cross References: John 6:60; Luke 18:26; 1 Corinthians 2:14

10 Jesus replied, “You are Israel’s teacher, and yet you do not understand these things? 

 Cross References: Isaiah 6:9; Matthew 15:14; Romans 2:20

11 Truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you do not accept our testimony. 

 Cross References: John 1:18; 1 John 1:1; John 8:26

12 If I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 

 Cross References: John 6:63; 1 Corinthians 15:40; Hebrews 8:5

13 No one has gone up into heaven except the one who came down from heaven—the Son of Man. 

 Cross References: Proverbs 30:4; Ephesians 4:10; Deuteronomy 30:12

14 Just as Moses lifted up the bronze snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, Cross References: Numbers 21:9; 2 Kings 18:4; John 12:32

15 that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.” 

 Cross References: John 3:36; John 5:24; John 11:25

God’s Love for the World

16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

 Cross References: Romans 5:8; 1 John 4:9; Romans 8:32

17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

 Cross References: John 12:47; Luke 19:10; 1 Timothy 1:15

18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is already condemned, because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 

 Cross References: John 3:36; Mark 16:16; Romans 8:1

19 This is the judgment: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 

 Cross References: John 1:9; John 8:12; John 12:46

20 Everyone who does evil hates the light and does not come into the light, for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 

 Cross References: Job 24:13; Ephesians 5:11; Ephesians 5:13

21 But those who live by the truth come to the light, so it may be clear that their works are done in God.” 

 Cross References: 1 John 1:7; Ephesians 5:8; Matthew 5:16

John the Baptist Exalts Christ

22 After this, Jesus and his disciples went into the countryside of Judea. He spent time there with them and baptized. 

 Cross References: John 4:1; Mark 1:5; John 3:26

23 John was also baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because there was plenty of water, and people were coming to be baptized. 

 Cross References: Matthew 3:5; Mark 1:5; John 1:28

24 This was before John was put in prison. 

 Cross References: Matthew 4:12; Matthew 14:3; Mark 6:17

25 An argument broke out between some of John’s disciples and a certain Jew about ceremonial washing. 

 Cross References: Mark 7:3; Numbers 19:9; Acts 21:24

26 They came to John and said, “Rabbi, the man you testified about—the one with you across the Jordan—is also baptizing, and everyone is going to him.” 

 Cross References: John 1:28; John 1:35; Matthew 3:5

27 John replied, “A person can receive only what is given them from heaven. 

 Cross References: James 1:17; 1 Corinthians 4:7; Matthew 20:23

28 You yourselves can testify that I said, ‘I am not the Messiah but am sent ahead of him.’

 Cross References: John 1:20; Acts 13:25; Malachi 3:1

29 The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who waits and listens for him, rejoices greatly when he hears the bridegroom’s voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. 

 Cross References: Matthew 9:15; Ephesians 5:25; Revelation 19:7

30 He must increase, but I must decrease. 

 Cross References: Matthew 3:11; 1 Corinthians 3:7; Philippians 2:3

31 The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth and speaks as one from the earth. The one who comes from heaven is above all. 

 Cross References: John 8:23; 1 Corinthians 15:47; Ephesians 4:10

32 He testifies to what he has seen and heard, but no one accepts his testimony. 

 Cross References: John 3:11; 1 Corinthians 2:14; John 12:37

33 Whoever has accepted it has certified that God is true. 

 Cross References: John 5:32; 1 John 5:10; Romans 3:4

34 For the one whom God sent speaks the words of God, for God gives the Spirit without limit. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 61:1; John 7:16; Luke 4:18

35 The Father loves the Son and has placed all things into his hands. 

 Cross References: Matthew 11:27; Matthew 28:18; John 5:20

36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on them.” 

 Cross References: John 3:16; Habakkuk 2:4; Romans 1:18

Key Lessons from John 3

•  To see and enter God’s kingdom, we must be born again—by the Spirit, not by human effort. 

•  The Spirit works like the wind: unseen, mysterious, yet powerful. 

•  God’s love is so great that he gave his only Son, offering eternal life to all who believe. 

•  Rejecting Christ leads to judgment; receiving him brings salvation and light. 

•  True followers walk in the light, letting their deeds show that God is at work in them. 

•  John the Baptist reminds us that Jesus must be exalted, while we humble ourselves. 

•  Belief in Christ brings eternal life, but rejecting him leaves a person under God’s judgment. 

John 4 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Living Water and the Savior of the World” 

Jesus and the Samaritan Woman

1 When Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard he was making and baptizing more disciples than John—

 Cross References: John 3:26; John 1:35; Matthew 4:12

2 though Jesus himself did not baptize, but his disciples did—

 Cross References: John 3:22; 1 Corinthians 1:17; Acts 10:48

3 he left Judea and went back to Galilee. 

 Cross References: Matthew 4:12; Mark 1:14; Luke 4:14

4 He had to go through Samaria. 

 Cross References: Luke 9:52; Luke 17:11; Acts 1:8

5 He came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the field Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 

 Cross References: Genesis 33:19; Genesis 48:22; Joshua 24:32

6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon. 

 Cross References: Genesis 29:2; Hebrews 4:15; Isaiah 40:28

7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 

 Cross References: Genesis 24:17; 1 Kings 17:10; John 19:28

8 (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)

 Cross References: Matthew 14:15; Luke 9:12; John 4:31

9 The Samaritan woman said, “You are a Jew, and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” For Jews did not associate with Samaritans. 

 Cross References: Ezra 4:2; 2 Kings 17:24; Luke 10:33

10 Jesus answered, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is who asks you for a drink, you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 44:3; Jeremiah 2:13; Revelation 21:6

11 She said, “Sir, you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 

 Cross References: John 4:15; Isaiah 55:1; Jeremiah 17:13

12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, along with his sons and his livestock?” 

 Cross References: Genesis 33:19; John 8:53; Hebrews 3:3

13 Jesus replied, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again. 

 Cross References: Ecclesiastes 1:8; Isaiah 55:2; John 6:27

14 But whoever drinks the water I give will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 

 Cross References: John 7:38; Isaiah 12:3; Revelation 22:1

15 The woman said, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw.” 

 Cross References: John 4:10; John 6:34; Psalm 42:1

16 He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” 

 Cross References: John 4:29; John 2:25; Jeremiah 17:10

17 She said, “I have no husband.” Jesus replied, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 

 Cross References: John 4:29; Mark 10:12; Matthew 19:9

18 The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have said is true.” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 17:29; Hosea 2:7; John 4:29

19 “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 

 Cross References: Luke 7:39; John 1:48; Luke 7:16

20 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place we must worship is in Jerusalem.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 27:12; Deuteronomy 12:5; Joshua 8:33

21 Jesus replied, “Believe me, the time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: Malachi 1:11; 1 Timothy 2:8; John 4:23

22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 

 Cross References: Romans 9:5; 2 Kings 17:29; Isaiah 2:3

23 Yet a time is coming—and has now come—when true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 

 Cross References: Philippians 3:3; John 4:24; Psalm 145:18

24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.” 

 Cross References: 2 Corinthians 3:17; John 1:18; 1 Timothy 1:17

25 The woman said, “I know that Messiah is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 18:15; Isaiah 9:6; Daniel 9:25

26 Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.” 

 Cross References: John 8:24; John 8:58; Mark 14:62

27 Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one asked, “What do you want?” or “Why are you talking with her?” 

 Cross References: John 4:8; Matthew 9:11; Luke 7:39

28 Then the woman left her water jar, went back to the town, and said to the people, Cross References: Mark 5:19; John 1:41; Luke 8:39

29 “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah?” 

 Cross References: John 4:39; John 1:46; 1 Corinthians 14:25

30 They left the town and made their way toward him. 

 Cross References: John 4:39; Acts 8:14; Isaiah 55:5

The Disciples and the Harvest

31 Meanwhile, his disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 4:4; Deuteronomy 8:3; Job 23:12

32 But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you know nothing about.” 

 Cross References: John 4:34; Matthew 4:4; Job 23:12

33 The disciples asked each other, “Could someone have brought him food?” 

 Cross References: John 4:8; Mark 8:16; John 11:56

34 Jesus said, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. 

 Cross References: John 5:36; John 17:4; John 19:30

35 Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. 

 Cross References: Matthew 9:37; Luke 10:2; Joel 3:13

36 The one who reaps draws wages and harvests a crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. 

 Cross References: Amos 9:13; Galatians 6:9; 1 Corinthians 3:8

37 Thus the saying ‘One sows and another reaps’ is true. 

 Cross References: Micah 6:15; 1 Corinthians 3:6; Job 31:8

38 I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor.” 

 Cross References: Joshua 24:13; 1 Corinthians 3:8; Acts 8:5

Many Samaritans Believe

39 Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony: “He told me everything I ever did.” 

 Cross References: John 4:29; Acts 8:25; 1 Corinthians 1:27

40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. 

 Cross References: Luke 24:29; Acts 16:15; Genesis 19:3

41 Because of his words, many more became believers. 

 Cross References: John 4:39; Romans 10:17; Acts 8:14

42 They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.” 

 Cross References: 1 John 4:14; John 3:17; Luke 2:11

Jesus Heals an Official’s Son

43 After the two days, he left for Galilee. 

 Cross References: John 4:3; Matthew 4:12; Mark 1:14

44 (Now Jesus himself had said that a prophet has no honor in his own country.) Cross References: Matthew 13:57; Mark 6:4; Luke 4:24

45 When he arrived in Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him. They had seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at the Passover Festival, for they had also been there. 

 Cross References: John 2:13; John 2:23; Luke 4:15

46 Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had turned the water into wine. There was a royal official whose son lay sick in Capernaum. 

 Cross References: John 2:11; Matthew 8:5; Luke 7:2

47 When this man heard that Jesus had come from Judea to Galilee, he went to him and begged him to come heal his son, who was close to death. 

 Cross References: Matthew 8:6; Mark 5:23; Luke 7:3

48 Jesus said, “Unless you people see signs and wonders, you will never believe.” 

 Cross References: John 20:29; 1 Corinthians 1:22; Matthew 12:39

49 The royal official said, “Sir, come down before my child dies.” 

 Cross References: Mark 5:23; Matthew 8:8; Luke 7:6

50 Jesus replied, “Go; your son will live.” The man believed the word Jesus spoke to him and departed. 

 Cross References: Matthew 8:13; Luke 7:9; Hebrews 11:1

51 While he was still on the way, his servants met him with the news that his boy was living. 

 Cross References: Matthew 8:13; 2 Kings 4:26; Luke 7:10

52 When he asked them the time when his son got better, they said, “Yesterday, at one in the afternoon, the fever left him.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 8:13; Psalm 107:20; Mark 1:31

53 Then the father realized that this was the exact time at which Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.” So he and his whole household believed. 

 Cross References: Acts 16:31; Acts 16:34; Joshua 24:15

54 This was the second miracle Jesus performed after coming from Judea to Galilee. 

 Cross References: John 2:11; John 20:30; John 21:14

Key Lessons from John 4

•  Jesus offers “living water”—eternal life through the Spirit—that satisfies the soul’s deepest thirst. 

•  True worship is not about a location but about worshiping God in spirit and truth. 

•  Jesus revealed himself as the Messiah to an outcast, showing that his mission is for all people. 

•  The Samaritan woman’s testimony brought many to Christ—our story can point others to him. 

•  Doing God’s will was Jesus’ true food, showing the importance of spiritual work over physical needs. 

•  The harvest of souls is ready—God calls us to sow, reap, and rejoice together in his work. 

•  Faith grows from hearing Jesus’ word and trusting it, as shown in the healing of the official’s son. 

John 5 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Healing at Bethesda and the Authority of the Son” 

The Healing at the Pool

1 After this, there was a Jewish feast, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 16:16; John 2:13; Leviticus 23:2

2 Now in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called Bethesda in Hebrew, which has five covered porches. 

 Cross References: Nehemiah 3:1; John 9:7; Isaiah 35:6

3 A large crowd of sick, blind, lame, and paralyzed people lay there, waiting for the moving of the water. 

 Cross References: Matthew 4:24; Isaiah 35:5; Acts 3:2

4 From time to time an angel came down and stirred the water. The first one to step in after the stirring was healed of whatever disease they had. 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 5:14; Acts 12:7; Isaiah 35:6

5 One man had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 

 Cross References: Acts 9:33; Luke 13:11; Acts 3:2

6 When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition a long time, he asked, “Do you want to be healed?” 

 Cross References: Mark 10:51; Matthew 9:28; Acts 3:6

7 The man replied, “Sir, I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.” 

 Cross References: Ecclesiastes 4:10; John 5:3; Luke 10:34

8 Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 9:6; Mark 2:9; Acts 3:6

9 Immediately the man was healed. He picked up his mat and walked. This happened on the Sabbath. 

 Cross References: Mark 2:12; Acts 3:8; Exodus 20:10

10 So the Jewish leaders said to the man who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath. It is not lawful for you to carry your mat.” 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 17:21; Exodus 20:10; Nehemiah 13:19

11 But he replied, “The man who healed me said to me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’” 

 Cross References: John 5:8; Acts 4:10; John 9:25

12 They asked him, “Who is this man who told you to pick it up and walk?” 

 Cross References: John 9:29; Acts 4:7; John 5:15

13 The man did not know, for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd. 

 Cross References: John 8:59; John 12:36; John 6:15

14 Later Jesus found him at the temple and said, “See, you are well again. Stop sinning, or something worse may happen to you.” 

 Cross References: John 8:11; John 9:3; 1 Corinthians 11:30

15 The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well. 

 Cross References: John 5:11; John 9:11; Mark 1:45

The Son’s Authority

16 So the Jews began to persecute Jesus because he was doing these things on the Sabbath. 

 Cross References: John 9:16; Mark 3:6; Luke 6:7

17 But Jesus answered, “My Father is always working, and so am I.” 

 Cross References: John 9:4; John 14:10; Colossians 1:17

18 For this reason they tried even harder to kill him. Not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was also calling God his Father, making himself equal with God. 

 Cross References: John 10:33; John 8:59; Philippians 2:6

19 Jesus explained, “Truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself. He only does what he sees the Father doing. Whatever the Father does, the Son also does. 

 Cross References: John 5:30; John 8:28; John 12:49

20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, he will show him even greater works than these, so that you will be amazed. 

 Cross References: John 3:35; Matthew 3:17; John 14:12

21 For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so the Son gives life to whomever he chooses. 

 Cross References: 1 Corinthians 15:22; John 11:25; Romans 4:17

22 The Father judges no one but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 

 Cross References: Acts 17:31; John 5:27; 2 Corinthians 5:10

23 so that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him. 

 Cross References: Philippians 2:10; 1 John 2:23; John 15:23

24 Truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be judged but has passed from death to life. 

 Cross References: 1 John 3:14; John 3:18; Ephesians 2:1

25 Truly I tell you, the time is coming—and has now come—when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 

 Cross References: John 11:25; Ephesians 2:5; John 5:28

26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have life in himself. 

 Cross References: John 1:4; 1 John 5:11; John 11:25

27 And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man. 

 Cross References: Daniel 7:13; Matthew 25:31; Acts 17:31

28 Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice Cross References: 1 Corinthians 15:52; 1 Thessalonians 4:16; Daniel 12:2

29 and come out—those who have done good will rise to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned. 

 Cross References: Daniel 12:2; Matthew 25:46; Revelation 20:13

30 By myself I can do nothing. I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not my own will but the will of the Father who sent me.” 

 Cross References: John 5:19; John 6:38; John 8:16

Testimonies About Jesus

31 “If I testify about myself, my testimony is not valid. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 19:15; John 8:17; John 8:14

32 There is another who testifies in my favor, and I know that his testimony about me is true. 

 Cross References: Matthew 3:17; John 1:34; 1 John 5:9

33 You sent to John, and he testified to the truth. 

 Cross References: John 1:7; John 1:19; John 1:34

34 Not that I accept human testimony, but I mention it so that you may be saved. 

 Cross References: 1 John 5:9; John 3:17; 1 Timothy 2:4

35 John was a burning and shining light, and for a while you rejoiced in his light. 

 Cross References: Matthew 11:9; Luke 1:17; 2 Peter 1:19

36 But I have testimony weightier than John’s. The works the Father has given me to finish—the very works I am doing—testify that the Father has sent me. 

 Cross References: John 10:25; John 14:11; John 15:24

37 And the Father who sent me has himself testified about me. You have never heard his voice or seen his form, 

 Cross References: Matthew 3:17; Deuteronomy 4:12; 1 Timothy 6:16

38 nor does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent. 

 Cross References: John 8:37; John 8:47; Colossians 3:16

39 You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life. Yet they testify about me, 

 Cross References: Luke 24:27; Luke 24:44; Acts 17:11

40 but you refuse to come to me to have life. 

 Cross References: John 3:19; John 1:11; Matthew 23:37

41 I do not accept praise from men, 

 Cross References: John 5:44; Galatians 1:10; 1 Thessalonians 2:6

42 but I know you and that you do not have the love of God in your hearts. 

 Cross References: John 8:42; Luke 11:42; 1 John 3:17

43 I have come in my Father’s name, and you do not accept me; but if someone else comes in his own name, you will accept him. 

 Cross References: Matthew 24:5; 1 John 2:18; Mark 13:6

44 How can you believe since you accept glory from one another but do not seek the glory that comes from the only God? 

 Cross References: John 12:43; Romans 2:29; Galatians 1:10

45 Do not think I will accuse you before the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on whom your hopes are set. 

 Cross References: Romans 2:12; Deuteronomy 31:26; John 9:28

46 If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 18:15; Luke 24:27; Acts 3:22

47 But if you do not believe what he wrote, how will you believe what I say?” 

 Cross References: Luke 16:31; John 3:12; Luke 24:25

Key Lessons from John 5

•  Jesus heals with authority, even on the Sabbath, showing mercy is greater than man-made rules. 

•  The Son works in perfect unity with the Father—what the Father does, the Son does. 

•  Jesus is the giver of life, both now and in the final resurrection. 

•  Judgment belongs to Christ, and honoring him is the same as honoring the Father. 

•  Eternal life comes by hearing Jesus’ word and believing in the Father who sent him. 

•  The Scriptures point to Christ, but study without faith cannot save. 

•  True faith seeks God’s approval, not human praise. 

John 6 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Bread of Life” 

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand

1 After this, Jesus crossed to the far side of the Sea of Galilee (also called the Sea of Tiberias). 

 Cross References: Matthew 14:13; Mark 6:32; Luke 9:10

2 A large crowd followed him because they saw the miracles he had done for the sick. 

 Cross References: Matthew 14:13; Mark 6:33; Luke 9:11

3 Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with his disciples. 

 Cross References: Matthew 5:1; Matthew 15:29; Mark 3:13

4 The Jewish Passover Festival was near. 

 Cross References: Exodus 12:14; John 2:13; John 11:55

5 When Jesus looked up and saw the great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” 

 Cross References: Matthew 14:15; Mark 6:35; Luke 9:12

6 He asked this to test Philip, for he already knew what he was going to do. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 8:2; John 2:25; James 1:13

7 Philip answered, “It would take more than half a year’s wages to buy enough bread for each one to have a little.” 

 Cross References: Numbers 11:21; Mark 6:37; 2 Kings 4:43

8 Another disciple, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, 

 Cross References: John 1:40; Matthew 4:18; Mark 1:16

9 “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 4:42; Matthew 14:17; Mark 6:38

10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and about five thousand men sat down. 

 Cross References: Mark 6:39; Matthew 14:19; Luke 9:14

11 Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed them to those who were seated. He did the same with the fish, giving them as much as they wanted. 

 Cross References: Matthew 14:19; Mark 6:41; Luke 9:16

12 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left over. 

Let nothing be wasted.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 14:20; Mark 6:43; Luke 9:17

13 So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten. 

 Cross References: Matthew 14:20; Mark 8:19; 2 Kings 4:44

14 After the people saw the sign Jesus performed, they began to say, “Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 18:15; Deuteronomy 18:18; John 1:21

15 Jesus, knowing they intended to come and make him king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself. 

 Cross References: John 18:36; John 6:26; Matthew 14:23

Jesus Walks on Water

16 When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, 

 Cross References: Matthew 14:23; Mark 6:45; Mark 6:46

17 got into a boat, and set off across the lake for Capernaum. By now it was dark, and Jesus had not yet joined them. 

 Cross References: Matthew 14:22; Mark 6:45; Matthew 14:24

18 A strong wind was blowing, and the waters grew rough. 

 Cross References: Matthew 14:24; Mark 6:48; Psalm 107:25

19 When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the water, coming near the boat, and they were terrified. 

 Cross References: Matthew 14:25; Mark 6:49; Job 9:8

20 But he said to them, “It is I; don’t be afraid.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 14:27; Mark 6:50; Isaiah 43:2

21 Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the shore where they were heading. 

 Cross References: Matthew 14:32; Mark 6:51; Psalm 107:30

The Crowd Seeks Jesus

22 The next day, the crowd that had stayed on the other side of the lake realized only one boat had been there, and that Jesus had not entered it with his disciples, but they had gone away alone. 

 Cross References: John 6:16; Matthew 14:22; Mark 6:45

23 Some boats from Tiberias landed near the place where the people had eaten the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 

 Cross References: John 6:1; John 6:11; John 21:1

24 Once the crowd realized that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they got into the boats and went to Capernaum to look for him. 

 Cross References: John 6:17; Matthew 4:13; Mark 2:1

25 When they found him on the other side of the lake, they asked him, “Rabbi, when did you get here?” 

 Cross References: John 1:38; John 3:2; Mark 9:5

26 Jesus answered, “Truly I tell you, you are looking for me not because you saw the signs I performed but because you ate the loaves and had your fill. 

 Cross References: John 6:2; John 2:24; Matthew 6:33

27 Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For on him God the Father has placed his seal of approval.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 55:2; John 4:14; Matthew 3:17

28 Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the works God requires?” 

 Cross References: Micah 6:8; Acts 2:37; Acts 16:30

29 Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.” 

 Cross References: 1 John 3:23; Romans 10:9; Acts 16:31

30 So they asked him, “What sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you? What will you do? 

 Cross References: Matthew 12:38; 1 Corinthians 1:22; Matthew 16:1

31 Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 

 Cross References: Exodus 16:15; Nehemiah 9:15; Psalm 78:24

32 Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 

 Cross References: Exodus 16:4; Nehemiah 9:15; Psalm 105:40

33 For the bread of God is the one who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 

 Cross References: John 1:9; John 3:16; John 6:51

34 “Sir,” they said, “always give us this bread.” 

 Cross References: John 4:15; John 6:32; John 6:51

35 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 

 Cross References: John 4:14; Isaiah 49:10; Revelation 7:16

36 But as I told you, you have seen me and still you do not believe. 

 Cross References: John 6:26; John 5:38; John 1:11

37 All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out. 

 Cross References: John 6:44; John 10:29; John 17:2

38 For I have come down from heaven not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. 

 Cross References: John 4:34; John 5:30; Philippians 2:8

39 And this is the will of him who sent me: that I shall lose none of all he has given me but raise them up at the last day. 

 Cross References: John 10:28; John 17:12; John 18:9

40 For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day.” 

 Cross References: John 3:16; John 3:36; John 11:25

The Bread from Heaven

41 At this the Jews began to grumble because he said, “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 16:2; Exodus 16:7; Numbers 11:1

42 They said, “Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I came down from heaven’?” 

 Cross References: Matthew 13:55; Mark 6:3; Luke 4:22

43 Jesus answered, “Stop grumbling among yourselves. 

 Cross References: Exodus 16:8; 1 Corinthians 10:10; Philippians 2:14

44 No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them, and I will raise them up at the last day. 

 Cross References: John 6:65; John 12:32; Jeremiah 31:3

45 It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who listens to the Father and learns from him comes to me. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 54:13; Jeremiah 31:34; Micah 4:2

46 No one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only he has seen the Father. 

 Cross References: John 1:18; John 5:37; 1 John 4:12

47 Truly I tell you, the one who believes has eternal life. 

 Cross References: John 3:36; John 5:24; 1 John 5:13

48 I am the bread of life. 

 Cross References: John 6:35; John 6:51; Deuteronomy 8:3

49 Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, yet they died. 

 Cross References: Exodus 16:35; Numbers 26:65; 1 Corinthians 10:5

50 But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which anyone may eat and not die. 

 Cross References: John 6:33; John 11:26; Revelation 2:17

51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:26; Luke 22:19; 1 Corinthians 11:24

52 Then the Jews began to argue sharply among themselves, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 

 Cross References: John 6:60; John 3:4; John 6:41

53 Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:28; Mark 14:24; 1 Corinthians 11:25

54 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day. 

 Cross References: 1 Corinthians 11:26; John 6:47; Mark 14:22

55 For my flesh is real food, and my blood is real drink. 

 Cross References: 1 Corinthians 10:3; 1 Corinthians 10:4; John 6:35

56 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in them. 

 Cross References: John 15:4; 1 John 3:24; 1 John 4:15

57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 

 Cross References: John 5:26; Galatians 2:20; John 14:19

58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. Your ancestors ate manna and died, but whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 16:35; John 6:50; 1 Corinthians 10:3

59 He said this while teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum. 

 Cross References: Mark 1:21; Luke 4:31; Matthew 4:13

Many Turn Away

60 On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?” 

 Cross References: Matthew 19:11; 1 Corinthians 2:14; John 6:66

61 Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, “Does this offend you? 

 Cross References: Matthew 11:6; Matthew 13:57; Mark 6:3

62 Then what if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before! 

 Cross References: Acts 1:9; John 3:13; John 17:5

63 The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 

 Cross References: 2 Corinthians 3:6; Romans 8:2; Romans 8:6

64 Yet there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray him. 

 Cross References: John 2:25; John 13:11; Psalm 41:9

65 He went on to say, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled them.” 

 Cross References: John 6:44; John 3:27; Philippians 1:29

66 From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him. 

 Cross References: Luke 9:62; Hebrews 10:38; 2 Timothy 4:10

67 Jesus asked the Twelve, “You do not want to leave too, do you?” 

 Cross References: Joshua 24:15; Matthew 16:24; John 15:16

68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 

 Cross References: Acts 4:12; John 5:24; 1 John 5:20

69 We have come to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of God.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 16:16; Mark 1:24; Luke 4:34

70 Then Jesus replied, “Have I not chosen you, the Twelve? Yet one of you is a devil!” 

 Cross References: Luke 6:13; John 13:18; Psalm 41:9

71 He meant Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, who, though one of the Twelve, would later betray him. 

 Cross References: Matthew 26:14; Matthew 10:4; John 13:26

Key Lessons from John 6

•  Jesus provides for physical needs but points us to a greater truth: he is the Bread of Life. 

•  Faith is not about miracles and signs but about trusting Christ himself. 

•  Eternal life comes only through believing in Jesus, the one sent from heaven. 

•  Jesus’ body and blood symbolize his sacrifice—true life is found in him alone. 

•  Many turn away from difficult truths, but true disciples remain because only Jesus has the words of eternal life. 

•  God draws people to Christ, and those who come to him will never be cast out. 

John 7 – Crawford Standard Bible

“Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles” 

Jesus and His Brothers

1 After this, Jesus stayed in Galilee. He would not go about in Judea because the Jewish leaders were looking for a way to kill him. 

 Cross References: Mark 3:6; John 5:18; Luke 4:29

2 The Jewish Feast of Tabernacles was near. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 23:34; Deuteronomy 16:13; Nehemiah 8:14

3 So Jesus’ brothers said to him, “Leave here and go to Judea so your disciples there may see the works you are doing. 

 Cross References: Mark 6:3; John 2:12; Acts 1:14

4 No one who wants to be known does things in secret. If you do these works, show yourself to the world.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 5:15; Matthew 6:1; John 18:20

5 For even his brothers did not believe in him. 

 Cross References: Mark 3:21; Mark 6:4; John 1:11

6 Jesus told them, “My time has not yet come, but your time is always ready. 

 Cross References: John 2:4; John 7:30; John 8:20

7 The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify that its works are evil. 

 Cross References: John 15:18; John 15:19; 1 John 3:13

8 You go up to the feast. I am not going up yet, because my time has not fully come.” 

 Cross References: John 7:6; John 2:4; John 11:6

9 After saying this, he stayed in Galilee. 

 Cross References: John 7:1; John 7:6; John 4:3

10 But after his brothers had gone to the feast, he also went—not publicly, but in secret. 

 Cross References: John 11:54; John 7:1; John 8:59

11 Now at the feast the Jewish leaders were looking for him and asking, “Where is he?” 

 Cross References: John 11:56; John 7:34; Mark 3:2

12 Among the crowds there was much whispering about him. Some said, “He is a good man.” Others replied, “No, he deceives the people.” 

 Cross References: Matthew 27:63; Isaiah 53:3; John 10:19

13 But no one would say anything openly for fear of the leaders. 

 Cross References: John 12:42; John 19:38; John 20:19

Jesus Teaches in the Temple

14 About halfway through the feast, Jesus went up to the temple courts and began to teach. 

 Cross References: Luke 2:46; Mark 12:35; Matthew 21:23

15 The Jews were amazed and asked, “How did this man get such learning without having studied?” 

 Cross References: Matthew 13:54; Mark 6:2; Acts 4:13

16 Jesus answered, “My teaching is not my own. It comes from the one who sent me. 

 Cross References: John 12:49; John 14:10; John 8:28

17 Anyone who chooses to do God’s will shall know whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own. 

 Cross References: John 8:31; Psalm 25:14; Hosea 6:3

18 Whoever speaks on their own seeks their own glory, but the one who seeks the glory of the one who sent him is truthful, and there is nothing false about him. 

 Cross References: John 5:41; John 5:44; Proverbs 25:27

19 Has not Moses given you the law? Yet none of you keeps the law. Why are you trying to kill me?” 

 Cross References: Exodus 24:3; Romans 2:23; Acts 7:53

20 The crowd answered, “You are demon-possessed. Who is trying to kill you?” 

 Cross References: John 8:48; John 10:20; Mark 3:22

21 Jesus said to them, “I did one miracle, and you are all amazed. 

 Cross References: John 5:8; John 5:16; John 5:18

22 Yet because Moses gave you circumcision (though it actually came from the patriarchs), you circumcise a boy on the Sabbath. 

 Cross References: Genesis 17:10; Genesis 17:12; Leviticus 12:3

23 Now if a boy can be circumcised on the Sabbath so the law of Moses will not be broken, why are you angry with me for healing a whole man on the Sabbath? 

 Cross References: Mark 3:4; Luke 13:15; Luke 14:5

24 Stop judging by appearances and judge with right judgment.” 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 16:7; Leviticus 19:15; Deuteronomy 1:16

Division Over Jesus

25 Some of the people of Jerusalem said, “Isn’t this the man they are trying to kill? 

 Cross References: John 5:18; John 7:1; John 7:19

26 Yet here he is, speaking openly, and they are not saying a word to him. Could it be that the rulers really know that he is the Messiah? 

 Cross References: John 12:42; Luke 23:35; John 3:2

27 But we know where this man is from. When the Messiah comes, no one will know where he is from.” 

 Cross References: Micah 5:2; Isaiah 53:2; Matthew 13:55

28 Then Jesus cried out in the temple courts as he taught, “Yes, you know me, and you know where I am from. But I am not here on my own authority. The one who sent me is true. You do not know him, 

 Cross References: John 8:19; John 5:37; John 17:25

29 but I know him because I am from him and he sent me.” 

 Cross References: John 10:15; Matthew 11:27; John 1:18

30 At this they tried to seize him, but no one laid a hand on him, because his hour had not yet come. 

 Cross References: John 8:20; John 10:39; Luke 4:30

31 Still, many in the crowd believed in him. They said, “When the Messiah comes, will he perform more signs than this man?” 

 Cross References: John 2:23; John 3:2; John 20:30

32 The Pharisees heard the crowd whispering such things. Then the chief priests and the Pharisees sent guards to arrest him. 

 Cross References: John 11:57; John 18:3; Matthew 21:46

33 Jesus said, “I am with you only a little longer, and then I am going to the one who sent me. 

 Cross References: John 13:33; John 16:16; John 16:5

34 You will look for me, but you will not find me; and where I am, you cannot come.” 

 Cross References: Proverbs 1:28; John 13:33; Hosea 5:6

35 The Jews said to one another, “Where does this man intend to go that we cannot find him? Will he go where our people live scattered among the Greeks, and teach the Greeks? 

 Cross References: James 1:1; 1 Peter 1:1; Isaiah 49:6

36 What did he mean when he said, ‘You will look for me, but you will not find me,’ and ‘Where I am, you cannot come’?” 

 Cross References: John 8:21; John 13:36; Hosea 5:6

Streams of Living Water

37 On the last and greatest day of the feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “If anyone is thirsty, let them come to me and drink. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 55:1; Isaiah 12:3; Revelation 22:17

38 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” 

 Cross References: Ezekiel 47:1; Zechariah 14:8; Isaiah 44:3

39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. The Spirit had not yet been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified. 

 Cross References: Joel 2:28; Acts 2:33; John 16:7

40 On hearing his words, some of the people said, “Surely this man is the Prophet.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 18:15; Deuteronomy 18:18; Acts 3:22

41 Others said, “He is the Messiah.” Still others asked, “How can the Messiah come from Galilee? 

 Cross References: Micah 5:2; John 1:46; Isaiah 9:1

42 Doesn’t Scripture say that the Messiah will come from David’s descendants and from Bethlehem, the town where David lived?” 

 Cross References: Micah 5:2; 2 Samuel 7:12; Jeremiah 23:5

43 Thus the people were divided because of Jesus. 

 Cross References: John 9:16; John 10:19; Luke 12:51

44 Some wanted to seize him, but no one laid a hand on him. 

 Cross References: John 7:30; John 8:20; John 10:39

The Unbelief of the Leaders

45 Finally the temple guards went back to the chief priests and the Pharisees, who asked them, “Why didn’t you bring him in?” 

 Cross References: John 7:32; John 18:3; Matthew 21:46

46 “No one ever spoke the way this man does,” the guards replied. 

 Cross References: Matthew 7:29; Mark 1:22; Luke 4:22

47 “You mean he has deceived you also?” the Pharisees retorted. 

 Cross References: Matthew 27:63; John 7:12; Isaiah 3:12

48 “Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed in him? 

 Cross References: John 12:42; John 3:1; 1 Corinthians 1:26

49 No! But this crowd that knows nothing of the law—there is a curse on them.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 27:26; Galatians 3:10; Romans 2:17

50 Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus earlier and was one of their own number, asked, Cross References: John 3:1; John 3:2; John 19:39

51 “Does our law condemn a man without first hearing him to find out what he has been doing?” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 1:16; Deuteronomy 19:15; Proverbs 18:13

52 They replied, “Are you from Galilee too? Look into it, and you will find that a prophet does not come out of Galilee.” 

 Cross References: 2 Kings 14:25; Isaiah 9:1; John 1:46

53 Then each went to his own home. 

 Cross References: 1 Kings 8:66; Judges 21:24; John 20:10

Key Lessons from John 7

•  Even Jesus’ own brothers doubted him at first, showing faith must come personally, not by family ties. 

•  Jesus acted according to God’s timing, not human pressure. 

•  True teaching comes from God, and those who seek his will recognize it. 

•  The world hates Christ because he exposes its evil. 

•  Outward appearances can deceive; righteous judgment looks deeper. 

•  Jesus offers the Spirit as living water, bringing life and refreshment to believers. 

•  People remain divided over Jesus, but his words and works point clearly to him as the Messiah. 

•  Human leaders may reject him, but God’s plan cannot be stopped. 

John 8 – Crawford Standard Bible

“The Light of the World” 

The Woman Caught in Adultery

1 Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 

 Cross References: Zechariah 14:4; Luke 21:37; Matthew 26:30

2 Early the next morning he returned to the temple courts. All the people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them. 

 Cross References: Mark 1:35; Luke 21:38; Luke 4:15

3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group

 Cross References: Leviticus 20:10; Deuteronomy 22:22; Mark 12:13

4 and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of adultery. 

 Cross References: Leviticus 20:10; Deuteronomy 22:22; Numbers 5:13

5 In the Law, Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 22:24; Deuteronomy 22:21; Leviticus 20:10

6 They were using this question to trap him, so they would have a reason to accuse him. But Jesus bent down and wrote on the ground with his finger. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 17:13; Exodus 31:18; Matthew 22:15

7 When they kept questioning him, he stood up and said, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 17:7; Romans 3:23; Romans 2:1

8 Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. 

 Cross References: Jeremiah 17:13; Exodus 31:18; John 8:6

9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. 

 Cross References: Romans 3:23; Romans 2:1; Ecclesiastes 7:20

10 Jesus stood up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 

 Cross References: John 3:17; Romans 8:34; Isaiah 50:8

11 “No one, Lord,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go, and sin no more.” 

 Cross References: John 5:14; John 3:17; Luke 7:48

Jesus, the Light of the World

12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” 

 Cross References: Isaiah 9:2; John 1:4; Isaiah 42:6

13 The Pharisees challenged him, “Here you are, testifying about yourself; your testimony is not valid.” 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 19:15; John 5:31; Numbers 35:30

14 Jesus answered, “Even if I testify about myself, my testimony is true, because I know where I came from and where I am going. But you have no idea where I come from or where I am going. 

 Cross References: John 3:13; John 16:28; John 13:3

15 You judge by human standards; I pass judgment on no one. 

 Cross References: 1 Samuel 16:7; John 3:17; John 12:47

16 But if I do judge, my decisions are true, because I am not alone. I stand with the Father who sent me. 

 Cross References: John 5:30; John 16:32; John 8:29

17 In your Law it is written that the testimony of two witnesses is true. 

 Cross References: Deuteronomy 19:15; Deuteronomy 17:6; Matthew 18:16

18 I am one who testifies for myself; my other witness is the Father who sent me.” 

 Cross References: John 5:37; 1 John 5:9; John 5:32

19 Then they asked him, “Where is your father?” Jesus replied, “You do not know me or my Father. 

If you knew me, you would know my Father also.” 

 Cross References: John 14:7; John 16:3; 1 John 2:23

20 He spoke these words while teaching in the temple courts near the treasury, but no one seized him, because his hour had not yet come. 

 Cross References: Mark 12:41; John 7:30; John 2:4

Warning of Unbelief

21 Once more Jesus said to them, “I am going away, and you will look for me, and you will die in your sins. Where I go, you cannot come.” 

 Cross References: John 7:34; John 13:33; Ezekiel 18:24

22 The Jews asked, “Will he kill himself? Is that why he says, ‘Where I go, you cannot come’?” 

 Cross References: John 7:34; John 13:33; John 14:5

23 But he continued, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. 

 Cross References: John 3:31; John 17:14; John 18:36

24 I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am he, you will indeed die in your sins.” 

 Cross References: Exodus 3:14; Isaiah 43:10; Mark 16:16

25 “Who are you?” they asked. “Just what I have been telling you from the beginning,” Jesus replied. 

 Cross References: John 1:19; John 4:26; Isaiah 41:4

26 “I have much to say in judgment of you. But he who sent me is trustworthy, and what I have heard from him I tell the world.” 

 Cross References: John 3:33; John 7:28; Numbers 23:19

27 They did not understand that he was talking about the Father. 

 Cross References: John 10:6; Luke 18:34; John 16:25

28 So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he and that I do nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught me. 

 Cross References: John 3:14; John 12:32; Numbers 21:9

29 The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what pleases him.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 16:8; Matthew 3:17; John 4:34

30 As he spoke these words, many believed in him. 

 Cross References: John 2:23; John 7:31; John 11:45

The Truth Will Set You Free

31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples. 

 Cross References: 1 John 2:24; Colossians 1:23; John 15:7

32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 

 Cross References: Psalm 119:45; Romans 8:2; Galatians 5:1

33 They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say we shall be set free?” 

 Cross References: Matthew 3:9; Galatians 3:7; Romans 9:7

34 Jesus replied, “Truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 

 Cross References: Romans 6:16; Romans 6:20; 2 Peter 2:19

35 A slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 

 Cross References: Genesis 21:10; Galatians 4:30; Hebrews 3:6

36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 

 Cross References: Isaiah 61:1; Romans 8:2; Galatians 5:1

37 I know you are Abraham’s descendants. Yet you are looking for a way to kill me, because you have no room for my word. 

 Cross References: John 7:19; John 8:40; Romans 9:6

38 I am telling you what I have seen in the Father’s presence, and you are doing what you have heard from your father.” 

 Cross References: John 3:32; John 14:24; John 5:19

Children of the Devil
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