
Introduction to 1 Peter Chapter 1

A Living Hope for Elect Exiles: New Birth, Enduring Trials, and the Word That Abides 

Forever

First  Peter  is  a  letter  of  encouragement  and  exhortation  written  to  Christians  scattered  as  a religious and social  minority  across five Roman provinces of Asia Minor, believers who found themselves, in the apostle's own repeated language, strangers and pilgrims in a world no longer fully  their  home.  Its  five  chapters  move  from  the  living  hope  secured  by  Christ's  resurrection, through the call to holy conduct amid a hostile society, submission within the ordinary structures of  household  and  citizenship  modeled  on  Christ's  own  submissive  suffering,  and  practical instruction for enduring undeserved suffering with a good conscience, to the final charge to the elders  and  the  whole  flock  to  stand  fast  in  the  true  grace  of  God.  The  letter  holds  together  an exalted vision of the believer's new identity in Christ, a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy  nation,  with  unusually  candid,  practical  counsel  for  how  that  identity  is  to  be  lived  out precisely amid suffering, misunderstanding, and social marginalization, and the tension between the  two  is  what  has  made  the  letter  perennially  valuable  to  Christians  facing  hardship  in  every generation since.

 

The  author  identifies  himself  in  the  opening  verse  with  simple  apostolic  authority:  Peter,  an apostle  of  Jesus  Christ,  traditionally  understood  as  Simon  Peter,  the  fisherman  called  by  Jesus alongside his brother Andrew (Matthew 4:18–20) and one of the three disciples closest to Jesus throughout his earthly ministry, the same Peter whose confession at Caesarea Philippi (Matthew 16:16)  and  whose  threefold  denial  and  threefold  restoration  (Luke  22:54–62;  John  21:15–19) mark two of the most vivid personal narratives in the Gospels. Writing, according to the letter's own  internal  testimony  (5:13),  from  Babylon,  likely  a  coded  reference  to  Rome,  echoed  in  the same  way  Revelation  later  uses  Babylon  for  the  imperial  capital,  Peter  addresses  believers  he identifies as strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, the same  regions  in  which  the  apostle  Paul  had,  a  generation  earlier,  established  churches  on  his missionary  journeys,  now  facing  a  season  of  increasing  social  hostility  and,  in  some  areas,  the early stages of what would become sustained imperial persecution.

 




Chapter 1 opens with one of the most theologically dense single sentences in the New Testament, a doxology that moves in a single sweeping breath from the Father's foreknowledge and election, through  the  Son's  resurrection  that  has  begotten  believers  again  unto  a  lively  hope,  to  an inheritance  incorruptible,  and  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away,  reserved  in  heaven.  This inheritance is held in tension with the believers' present experience: for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations, trials Peter insists are themselves a refining fire more precious than gold, proving a faith that, though its object has never been seen, produces joy unspeakable and full of glory.

 

The chapter's second half turns from doctrine to exhortation, calling believers to gird up the loins of your mind and to be holy in all manner of conversation, because it is written, be ye holy; for I am  holy,  grounding  present  ethical  demand  in  Israel's  own  ancient  holiness  code  (Leviticus 11:44–45) even as it reinterprets that demand around the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot, foreordained before the foundation of the world. The chapter closes with the promise of new birth, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God,  which  liveth  and  abideth  for  ever,  contrasting  the  enduring,  life-giving  word  with  the fleeting grass and flower of all merely human glory, in a deliberate echo of the same Isaiah 40 passage  this  study  has  already  encountered  quoted  in  James  chapter  1's  own  meditation  on  the rich man who fadeth away in his ways.

 

Opening Prayer

 

Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ,

 

We come to you as those you have begotten again, according to your abundant mercy, unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. Thank you for an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for us, kept not by our own strength but by your power through faith.

 

Lord, when we are in heaviness through manifold temptations, let us remember that the trial of our faith is more precious than gold that perisheth, being refined for praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ. Give us the same love for the One we have not seen, and the same joy unspeakable and full of glory, that Peter commends to these scattered and suffering believers.

 

And Lord, gird up the loins of our minds; make us sober, and holy in all manner of conversation, as you who have called us are holy. Remind us that we were redeemed, not with corruptible things, as silver and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, and that we are born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by your word, which liveth and abideth for ever.

 

In Jesus' name, Amen.

1 Peter 1:1–9

Elect Exiles and a Living Hope: The Inheritance Reserved and the Trial of Faith More Precious Than Gold

 

(1) Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,

(2) Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.

(3) Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

(4) To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you,

(5) Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

(6) Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations:

(7) That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:

(8) Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:

(9) Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.

 

The Context

"Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ" opens with simple apostolic self-identification, no elaboration needed  given  the  weight  the  name  itself  carried;  "to  the  strangers  scattered"  (a  phrase  that  in Greek  describes  sojourners  of  the  dispersion)  applies  to  Gentile  and  Jewish  Christians  alike  a term  originally  describing  Jewish  exile  from  the  homeland,  now  reapplied  to  describe  every believer's  fundamentally  displaced  status  in  relation  to  present  society,  regardless  of  actual geography,  a  theological  rather  than  merely  ethnic  or  political  designation  that  will  recur throughout the letter (compare 2:11's "strangers and pilgrims").

Verse 2's trinitarian structure, "elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ," is one of the New Testament's  clearest  trinitarian formulas, attributing a distinct role to  each person: the Father's  foreknowledge  as  the  ultimate  ground  of  election,  the  Spirit's  sanctifying  work  as  the present means, and obedience and the sprinkling of Christ's blood (echoing the sprinkled blood of the covenant ceremony in Exodus 24:8) as the intended result and covenant seal. Salvation is thoroughly Trinitarian in its very structure, not merely in later doctrinal reflection upon it.

 

 

The doxology proper begins in verses 3 through 5: "blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ  from  the dead."  The resurrection is  not  merely  a past  historical fact  affirmed  but  the  actual  generative  cause  of  the  believer's  new  birth  and  hope,  tying regeneration  directly  and  inseparably  to  the  historical  resurrection  event.  "To  an  inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that  fadeth  not  away"  uses three parallel  negative descriptors, each  answering  a  specific  limitation  of  every  earthly  inheritance:  it  cannot  decay,  cannot  be defiled, cannot fade. "Reserved in heaven for you" pictures a completed, settled, ongoing state of safekeeping.

 

Verse 5's "who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the  last  time"  describes  a  double  custody:  the  inheritance  is  kept,  using  the  same  root  as "reserved"  in  verse 4, not  only  in  heaven but  believers themselves are correspondingly kept  on earth  by  the  identical  divine  power,  through  faith  as  the  means,  toward  a  salvation  already essentially complete yet awaiting final revelation. The inheritance is guarded in heaven and the heirs are guarded on earth, meeting at the appointed consummation.

 

Verses  6  and  7's  "wherein  ye  greatly  rejoice,  though  now  for  a  season,  if  need  be,  ye  are  in heaviness through manifold temptations" holds genuine present suffering together with genuine present rejoicing rather than treating the two as mutually exclusive states, the phrase "if need be" suggesting that even the necessity  of the trial  is  itself subject  to  God's own wise determination rather than random happenstance. "That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ" employs the refiner's fire image, familiar from Malachi 3:2–3, Proverbs 17:3, and Zechariah 13:9, to describe trial's purifying and proving function, with faith's proven  genuineness  valued  even  above  gold,  the  most  precious  metal  available  to  the  ancient world.

Verses  8  and  9  describe  a  remarkable  love  and  joy  directed  at  a  person  never  physically encountered:  "whom  having  not  seen,  ye  love;  in  whom,  though  now  ye  see  him  not,  yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory." This anticipates the very dynamic of  faith  that  will  characterize  the  church  across  every  subsequent  generation  removed  from Christ's  earthly  presence,  directly  echoing  Jesus'  own  words  to  Thomas,  "blessed  are  they  that have not  seen, and yet  have believed"  (John 20:29). "Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls" names the destination toward which this trial-tested, unseen-yet-beloved faith is already, even now, arriving.

 

Plain American English

This letter comes from Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to God's chosen people who are living as outsiders  scattered  across  the  Roman  provinces  of  Pontus,  Galatia,  Cappadocia,  Asia,  and Bithynia. God the Father chose you long ago, the Spirit is making you holy, and you are called to obey  Jesus  Christ  and  be  covered  by  his  blood.  May  grace  and  peace  overflow  in  your  lives. Praise be to  the God and Father of our Lord Jesus  Christ, who in  his  great  mercy gave us  new birth into a living hope through Jesus' resurrection from the dead. He has given us an inheritance that  can  never  perish,  spoil,  or  fade,  kept  in  heaven  for  you,  and  God's  power  is  guarding  you through  faith  until  salvation  is  fully  revealed  at  the  end  of  time.  So  be  glad  about  this,  even though right now you have to endure many kinds of trials for a little while. These troubles come to prove that your faith, which is worth more than gold that can be destroyed, is genuine, and this will  bring  you  praise,  honor,  and  glory  when  Jesus  Christ  is  revealed.  Though  you  have  never seen him, you love him. You do not see him now, but you trust him, and you are filled with a joy too great for words. The reward for trusting him is the salvation of your very souls.

Key Observations

"elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ": This signifies One of the New Testament's Clearest Single-Verse Statements of the Trinity's Distinct Work in Salvation.

The Father's foreknowledge, the Spirit's sanctifying work, and the Son's atoning blood are named together  as  three  distinct  contributions  to  a  single  saving  work,  so  that  salvation  is  thoroughly Trinitarian  in  its  very  structure  from  the  letter's  opening  greeting,  not  merely  in  later  doctrinal reflection upon it.

 

"an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you… who are kept by the power of God": This signifies A Double Custody, With the Inheritance Guarded in Heaven and the Heirs Guarded on Earth by the Identical Power. The  same  verb  root  describes  both  the  inheritance  being  reserved  in  heaven  and  the  believer being  kept  on  earth,  picturing  two  ends  of  a  single  chain  of  divine  safekeeping  that  stretches from the present moment to the promised inheritance's final revealing.

 

"the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth… might be found unto praise and honour and glory": This signifies Trials Function as a Refining Fire That Proves Faith Genuine, Rather Than as Punishment or Meaningless Hardship.

By  comparing  tested  faith  favorably  to  refined  gold,  the  most  precious  metal  available  to  the ancient  world,  Peter  reframes  present  suffering  as  purposeful  proof  rather  than  as  evidence  of divine absence or displeasure.

 

What This Means for Us Today

1.  Receive  Present  Trials  as  Refinement  Rather  Than  Abandonment,  Without  Denying That They Are Genuinely  Painful: Verse 6 does not ask believers to pretend heaviness is not real; it holds real grief and real rejoicing together in the same sentence. Contemporary believers facing hardship can name the pain honestly while still trusting that the trial is being used toward a proving and refining purpose rather than being wasted or meaningless.

2.  Ground  Present  Identity  in  a  Future  Inheritance  That  No  External  Circumstance  Can Touch, Rather Than in Present Circumstance Itself: An inheritance that cannot decay, cannot be  defiled,  and  cannot  fade  offers  a  fixed  point  of  identity  and  security  that  present  loss, instability,  or  displacement  cannot  reach,  inviting  believers  to  locate  their  deepest  security somewhere circumstances cannot follow.

How This Relates to Today

Peter's  language  of  scattered  strangers  speaks  directly  to  any  contemporary  believer  who experiences  faith  as  placing  them  at  odds  with  the  surrounding  culture,  whether  through geographic displacement, minority status, or simply the sense that Christian conviction no longer fits  comfortably  within  the  wider  society's  assumptions.  The  letter  does  not  treat  this displacement  as  a  problem  to  be  solved  by  blending  in,  but  as  a  status  with  its  own  dignity, rooted in God's own election rather than in social acceptance.

 

Verse 8's description of loving someone never physically seen anticipates, almost two thousand years  in  advance,  the  exact  situation  of  every  believer  since  the  apostolic  generation,  none  of whom  have  had  direct  physical  access  to  Jesus.  In  an  age  often  preoccupied  with  direct, verifiable,  first-hand  evidence  for  every  claim,  this  verse  names  faith  without  sight  not  as  a deficient second-best but as itself a source of joy unspeakable and full of glory.

Key  Lesson: *The  chapter's  opening  doxology  moves  from  election  and  new  birth,  through  an inheritance  no  earthly  power  can  touch,  to  a  present  season  of  trial  that  Peter  insists  is  itself doing refining work rather than pointless damage, and closes by naming an unseen love and an unspeakable  joy  as  the  ordinary,  expected  experience  of  everyone  who  trusts  Christ  without having beheld him, arriving finally at the salvation of the soul as faith's guaranteed destination.*

 

 

1 Peter 1:10–12

Which Salvation the Prophets Searched: Prophetic Anticipation and Angels Desiring to Look In

 

(10) Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you:

(11) Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. (12) Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into.

 

The Context

Verse  10's  "of  which  salvation  the  prophets  have  inquired  and  searched  diligently,  who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you" describes the Old Testament prophets not as merely  passive  transmitters  of  predictions  they  fully  understood,  but  as  active,  diligent researchers into the very message their own prophecies contained, a striking picture of prophetic inspiration that did not always come with complete comprehension attached.

 

Verse 11's "searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ,  and the glory that should  follow" identifies  the  Spirit  at  work  within  the  Old  Testament  prophets  specifically  as  "the  Spirit  of Christ," a remarkable and theologically significant claim locating the pre-incarnate Christ's own activity within Israel's prophetic tradition centuries before his birth. The prophets' specific object of  inquiry  was  twofold  and,  from  a  purely  human  vantage  point,  paradoxical:  the  sufferings  of Christ  and  the  glory  that  should  follow.  The  prophets  could  see  both  realities  in  their  own oracles, compare Isaiah 53's suffering servant alongside Isaiah 9 and 11's exalted messianic king, without being able to fully resolve how suffering and glory belonged to a single, unified figure and a single, unified timeline.

 

Verse 12's "unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the  things"  clarifies  that  this  prophetic  searching  was  not  left  permanently  unresolved  for  the prophets'  own  sake,  but  was  revealed  to  them  precisely  in  the  recognition  that  its  fulfillment belonged  to  a  later  generation,  so  that  their  own  ministry,  even  in  its  partial  understanding, served  a  future  audience  rather  than  only  their  own  immediate  one.  "Which  are  now  reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven"  completes  the  picture,  the  Spirit's  activity  spanning  from  the  Old  Testament  prophets, through  the  apostolic  preachers,  to  the  letter's  own  present  readers,  a  single  continuous  work across radically different eras.

 

The chapter closes this short unit with a detail found nowhere else quite so explicitly in the New Testament: "which things the angels desire to look into." Even angelic beings, who behold God's presence  directly  and  possess  knowledge  and  understanding  far  exceeding  human  capacity,  are described  as  longing  to  look  closely  into  the  realities  of  the  gospel  now  revealed  to  ordinary, often suffering, human believers, the same verb elsewhere translated "look into" used of stooping down to peer closely at something (compare James 1:25's looking into the perfect law of liberty). It is a striking reversal in which the recipients of this letter possess, in their present grasp of the gospel, an understanding that even angels long to more fully comprehend.

 

Plain American English

The  prophets  who  spoke  long  ago  about  the  grace  that  would  come  to  you  searched  hard  and carefully to understand this salvation. They kept trying to figure out when it would happen and what it would look like, because the Spirit of Christ living in them was already pointing ahead to Christ's  sufferings  and  the  glory  that  would  follow.  It  was  shown  to  them  that  they  were  not serving  themselves  by  these  prophecies,  they  were  serving  you.  The  very  things  they  searched for  have  now  been  announced  to  you,  plainly,  by  preachers  of  the  gospel  working  through  the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. These are things even angels long to look closely into.

Key Observations

"the prophets have inquired and searched diligently… searching what, or what manner of time": This signifies A Picture of Prophetic Inspiration That Did Not Always Come With Complete Understanding Attached.

The prophets are described as active, diligent researchers into the very message their own oracles contained, receiving genuine revelation from God without necessarily grasping its full timing or shape, a model of inspired speech that outran the speaker's own comprehension.

 

"the Spirit of Christ which was in them… testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow": This signifies The Pre-Incarnate Christ's Own Activity Located Within Israel's Prophetic Tradition Centuries Before His Birth.

By  naming  the  Spirit  within  the  Old  Testament  prophets  as  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  Peter  locates Christ's  own  involvement  in  prophecy  long  before  the  incarnation,  while  also  naming  the prophets' central difficulty: they could see suffering and glory both foretold, without being able to fully resolve how one figure and one timeline could hold both together.

 

"which things the angels desire to look into": This signifies A Striking Reversal in Which Suffering Human Believers Possess an Understanding Even Angels Long to Grasp More Fully.

Angelic  beings,  who  behold  God  directly  and  exceed  human  knowledge  in  every  ordinary respect,  are  pictured  stooping  down  to  peer  closely  at  realities  that  scattered,  often  suffering believers already possess in their present grasp of the gospel.

 

What This Means for Us Today

1.  Read  the  Old  Testament  as  Genuinely  Searching  Toward  Christ,  Not  Merely  as Background  Material  Christ  Later  Replaced: The  prophets  are  pictured  actively  inquiring into the very salvation later believers now enjoy, inviting contemporary readers to approach the Old Testament expecting to find Christ genuinely anticipated within it, rather than treating it as superseded material with little bearing on gospel faith.

2.  Receive  Present  Gospel  Understanding  as  a  Genuine  Privilege  Rather  Than Something Ordinary  or  Easily  Taken  for  Granted: If  angels  themselves  long  to  look  more  closely  into realities  believers  already  possess  through  faith,  then  plain,  ordinary  access  to  the  gospel message deserves a weight of gratitude and attentiveness that familiarity too easily erodes.

How This Relates to Today

The  prophets'  difficulty  in  resolving  how  suffering  and  glory  belonged  to  a  single  figure  and timeline  speaks  to  a  persistent  contemporary  temptation  to  expect  faith  to  deliver  either comfortable  ease  or  dramatic  vindication,  without  holding  space  for  both  realities  to  coexist within  a  single  Christian  life,  exactly  as  they  coexisted,  unresolved,  within  Christ's  own  story before his followers could see how it would turn out.

The  picture  of  angels  longing  to  look  into  the  gospel  offers  a  corrective  to  any  contemporary tendency to treat  familiar Christian teaching  as  unremarkable simply  because it is  well known. What  has  become  commonplace  to  frequent  hearers  is,  in  Peter's  own  telling,  still  an  object  of wonder to beings who know infinitely more than any human audience.

 

Key Lesson: *This short unit reaches backward into the Old Testament prophets, who searched diligently  into  their  own  oracles  without  fully  grasping  how  suffering  and  glory  belonged together in  a single figure, and reaches outward to  the angels,  who long  to  look closely into a gospel now plainly preached, together framing the letter's own present readers as recipients of an understanding both anticipated across centuries and desired even by beings who behold God directly.*

 

1 Peter 1:13–21

Be Ye Holy, For I Am Holy: Girding Up the Mind and the Precious Blood of the Lamb

 

(13) Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

(14) As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance:

(15) But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; (16) Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.

(17) And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear: (18) Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; (19) But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: (20) Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you,

(21) Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and your hope might be in God.

 

The Context "Wherefore" signals the direct ethical application of the doctrine just laid out in verses 3 through 12. "Gird up the loins of your mind" employs a vivid image from ancient dress, in which a long, loose  robe  had  to  be  physically  gathered  up  and  tucked  into  a  belt  before  a  person  could  run, work, or fight effectively, compare Exodus 12:11's instruction for the Passover meal, eaten with loins girded, ready for departure, applied here metaphorically to mental and spiritual readiness, disciplined  thinking  prepared  for  action  rather  than  left  loose  and  unfocused.  "Be  sober," meaning  clear-headed and free  from  intoxication whether literal  or figurative, and "hope to  the end  for  the  grace  that  is  to  be  brought  unto  you  at  the  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ"  direct  this readiness toward a specific future horizon, Christ's return.

 

Verse 14's "as obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance"  names  the  believers'  pre-conversion  pattern  of  life  specifically  as  ignorance,  not merely as sin in the abstract but as a state of not-yet-knowing that the gospel has now decisively ended, and warns against fashioning oneself, the same root Paul uses in Romans 12:2's "be not conformed to this world," according to a pattern that conversion has already rendered obsolete.

 

Verses  15  and  16,  "but  as  he  which  hath  called  you  is  holy,  so  be  ye  holy  in  all  manner  of conversation; because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy," directly quote the holiness code of Leviticus  (11:44–45;  19:2;  20:7),  reapplying  Israel's  own  foundational  ethical  demand  to  the New  Testament  church  without  qualification  or  softening.  The  character  of  the  God  who  calls believers  becomes,  without  mediation,  the  standard  for  the  believers'  own  character,  extended explicitly to all manner of conversation, meaning the whole pattern of daily conduct, not merely isolated religious acts.

 

Verse  17's  "and  if  ye  call  on  the  Father,  who  without  respect  of  persons  judgeth  according  to every man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear" reminds believers who address God intimately as Father that this same Father is also an impartial judge, compare the identical concern for impartiality already found in James 2:1–9, and that the believer's present life, already named  as  sojourning  in  verse  1's  language,  should  be  marked  by  reverent  fear,  not  terror  of losing  salvation,  but  the  appropriate  seriousness  owed  to  a  life  still  under  the  Father's  own righteous evaluation.

 

Verses 18 and 19 contrast the two possible currencies of redemption: "forasmuch as ye know that ye  were  not  redeemed  with  corruptible  things,  as  silver  and  gold,  from  your  vain  conversation received  by  tradition  from  your  fathers;  but  with  the  precious  blood  of  Christ,  as  of  a  lamb without blemish and without spot." Silver and gold, valuable but ultimately corruptible, the same currency the trial of faith in verse 7 has already been shown to exceed in worth, is set against the precious  blood  of  Christ,  drawing  directly  on  Passover  lamb  imagery  (Exodus  12:5's  lamb without  blemish)  and  the  broader  Levitical  sacrificial  requirement  of  unblemished  offerings (Leviticus  22:19–21).  Christ's  death  is  pictured  as  the  payment  of  a  genuine  ransom  price, redeeming believers specifically out  of  an inherited, generationally transmitted pattern of futile living.

 

Verses  20  and  21  locate  Christ's  sacrificial  role  in  eternity  past,  before  creation  itself:  "who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for  you."  His  actual  historical  appearance  belongs  to  "these  last  times,"  the  inaugurated  end  of the  ages  that  began  with  his  incarnation.  "Who  by  him  do  believe  in  God,  that  raised  him  up from  the dead,  and gave him glory;  that your faith  and your hope might  be in  God"  closes the unit  by  returning  to  the  resurrection  already  introduced  in  verse  3,  now  naming  its  purpose explicitly: to  secure that both  faith and hope rest finally and entirely  in  God rather than in  any lesser, more fragile object of trust.

 

Plain American English

So get  your minds  ready for  action, stay clear-headed,  and put  your full  hope in  the grace that will be given to you when Jesus Christ is revealed. Live as obedient children. Do not slide back into  the  old  desires  you  used  to  follow  when  you  did  not  know  any  better.  Instead,  be  holy  in everything you do, because the one who called you is holy, and it is written, be holy, because I am  holy.  And since you  call on a  Father  who judges everyone fairly,  based on what  they have done,  live  the  rest  of  your  time  here  on  earth  with  reverent  respect.  Remember,  you  were  not bought back from the empty way of life passed down from your ancestors with something that fades away, like silver and gold. You were bought with the precious blood of Christ, like a lamb without any flaw or blemish. He was chosen before the world even began, but he was revealed for your sake in these last days. Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope would rest in God.

Key Observations

"gird up the loins of your mind, be sober": This signifies Disciplined, Purposeful Mental and Spiritual Readiness for Action.

The image of physically gathering up a loose robe before running, working, or fighting is applied to  the  whole  pattern  of  a  believer's  thinking,  picturing  readiness  as  something  requiring deliberate preparation rather than passive drift.

 

"be ye holy; for I am holy": This signifies Israel's Own Foundational Holiness Code Reapplied to the Church Without Qualification.

By quoting Leviticus directly and without softening, Peter grounds the church's ethical standard in  the  unchanged  character  of  the  calling  God,  extending  the  demand  explicitly  to  the  whole pattern of daily conduct rather than to isolated religious acts alone.

 

"not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold… but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish": This signifies Redemption Pictured as the Payment of a Genuine Ransom Price Drawing on Passover and Levitical Sacrificial Imagery.

Setting the most valuable ordinary currency, silver and gold, against the precious blood of Christ frames the cross as an actual transaction that purchases believers out of an inherited, futile way of life, not merely as a symbolic gesture.

 

What This Means for Us Today

1. Let Reverent Fear of a Fair Judge Coexist With Confident Address to a Loving Father, Rather Than Collapsing Into Either Alone: Verse 17 holds together intimate access to God as Father  and  sober  awareness  of  God  as  impartial  judge,  resisting  both  a  casual  familiarity  that forgets accountability and an anxious fear that forgets adoption.

2.  Refuse  Old,  Inherited  Patterns  of  Living  Simply  Because  They  Are  Familiar  or Traditional: Verse  18's  vain  conversation  received  by  tradition  from  your  fathers  names inherited habits, not only individually chosen sin, as something believers are actively redeemed out of, inviting an honest look at family or cultural patterns that faith is meant to interrupt rather than merely inherit unexamined.

How This Relates to Today

The command to gird up the loins of your mind speaks directly to a contemporary environment saturated  with  distraction,  where  mental  and  spiritual  readiness  is  rarely  the  default  state  and must be deliberately cultivated against a steady pull toward passivity and drift.

 

The  holiness  standard  of  verses  15  and  16,  extended  to  all  manner  of  conversation,  resists  any contemporary tendency to compartmentalize faith into private or religious spheres while leaving ordinary conduct, speech, and habits untouched by the same standard.

 

Key Lesson: *This central section moves from a call to mental and spiritual readiness, through a holiness  standard  borrowed  directly  from  Israel's  own  ancient  law  and  applied  without qualification to the whole pattern of daily life, to the costly, historical reality of redemption by Christ's  precious  blood,  foreordained  before  creation  and  revealed  in  these  last  times  so  that faith and hope might rest, finally, in God alone.*

 

1 Peter 1:22–25

Born Again by the Living Word: Unfeigned Love and the Grass That Withers

 

(22) Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: (23) Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.

(24) For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away:

(25) But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.

 

The Context

Verse  22's  "seeing  ye  have  purified  your  souls  in  obeying  the  truth  through  the  Spirit  unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently" grounds the  command  to  love  in  an  already-accomplished  spiritual  reality  rather  than  treating  love  as  a demand  imposed  from  outside  a  person's  actual  condition.  "Unfeigned,"  meaning  without hypocrisy, and "fervently," meaning at full stretch, with sustained intensity, the same word used of Jesus' own prayer in Gethsemane in Luke 22:44, describe a love that is both entirely genuine and energetically sustained rather than passive or merely dutiful.

 

Verse 23's "being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which  liveth  and  abideth  for  ever"  returns  to  the  "begotten  again"  language  of  verse  3,  now specifying the actual agent and means of this new birth as the word of God itself, described with the  same  incorruptible  quality  already  applied  to  the  believer's  inheritance  in  verse  4,  tying together  the  whole  chapter's  argument:  an  incorruptible  inheritance  is  fittingly  secured  by  an incorruptible means of new birth.

 

Verses 24 and 25 close the chapter with a direct quotation from Isaiah 40:6–8: "for all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth  away:  but  the word of the Lord endureth  for ever." This  is  the same  Isaiah passage this study  has  previously  encountered  echoed  in  James  1:10–11's  meditation  on  the  rich  man  who "shall fade away in his ways," here applied not primarily to wealth but more broadly to the entire fleeting character of human existence and achievement, contrasted absolutely with the enduring word.

 

"And  this  is  the  word  which  by  the  gospel  is  preached  unto  you"  identifies  this  enduring, incorruptible  word  specifically  with  the  gospel  message  the  letter's  recipients  have  already received, closing the chapter by locating the whole preceding argument's grand doctrinal claims, election, living hope, incorruptible inheritance, refined faith, prophetic anticipation, holy calling, costly redemption, new birth, in the ordinary, concrete act of gospel preaching that first brought these scattered, suffering believers into the reality the chapter has just described. The chapter that opened  with  a  dense  trinitarian  doxology  closes  with  the  plain  reminder  that  all  of  it  comes down, finally, to a message that was simply preached and simply believed.

 

Plain American English

Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth, which has led you to a sincere love for other believers, love one another deeply,  from  a pure heart. You have been born again,  not from a seed that dies, but from one that never dies, through the living and lasting word of God. As  Scripture  says,  all  people  are  like  grass,  and  all  their  glory  is  like  a  wildflower.  The  grass dries up, and the flower falls, but the word of the Lord lasts forever. And this word is the good news that was preached to you.

Key Observations

"seeing ye have purified your souls… see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently": This signifies Love Commanded on the Basis of an Already-Accomplished Spiritual Reality.

The  command  to  love  genuinely  and  energetically  rests  on  a  prior,  already-completed purification  rather  than  being  presented  as  a  demand  imposed  on  an  unchanged  condition, making the command an outworking of identity rather than an attempt to manufacture it.

 

"born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever": This signifies An Incorruptible Inheritance Fittingly Secured by an Equally Incorruptible Means of New Birth.

The  same  incorruptible  quality  applied  to  the  believer's  future  inheritance  in  verse  4  is  here applied  to  the  very  word  that  produces  new  birth,  tying  the  chapter's  opening  and  closing arguments into a single, unified picture.

"all flesh is as grass… but the word of the Lord endureth for ever": This signifies The Entire Fleeting Character of Human Existence Contrasted Absolutely With the Enduring Word.

Quoting the same Isaiah passage already encountered echoed in James 1's meditation on a fading rich man, Peter broadens the image beyond wealth to the whole of human life and achievement, setting all of it against a word that alone does not fade.

 

What This Means for Us Today

1.  Let  Genuine  Love  for  Other  Believers  Flow  From  an  Already-Settled  Identity  Rather Than  From  Obligation  Alone: Because  love  in  verse  22  is  grounded  in  an  accomplished purification, contemporary believers can pursue love for one another as the natural expression of who  they  already  are  in  Christ,  rather  than  as  a  burdensome  external  rule  requiring  constant willpower alone.

2.  Anchor  Ultimate  Confidence  in  the  Enduring  Word  Rather  Than  in  Any  Fading Achievement, Reputation, or Circumstance: The grass and flower image applies to every form of  human  glory,  not  only  wealth,  inviting  an  honest  inventory  of  what  a  person  is  quietly building their security upon, and a deliberate redirection of that confidence toward the one thing Peter says does not fade.

How This Relates to Today

The  call  to  unfeigned,  fervent  love  among  believers  speaks  to  any  contemporary  Christian community  tempted  toward  surface-level  politeness  without  real  depth,  offering  instead  a standard of genuine, sustained affection modeled on love already accomplished rather than love merely performed.

 

Isaiah's  grass  and  flower  image,  quoted  here  to  describe  all  human  glory  rather  than  wealth alone, speaks pointedly to a culture built around achievement, reputation, and visible success, all of which share the same fundamental fragility the prophet and the apostle both name.

 

Key Lesson: *The chapter's closing section grounds the command to love deeply in an already-accomplished purification, names the living and enduring word of God as the very means of the believer's  new  birth,  and  closes  by  setting  the  whole  of  human  glory,  pictured  as  grass  and flower that wither and fall, against a word that alone endures forever, the same gospel word that first brought these scattered believers into everything the chapter has described.*

Closing Prayer

 

 

Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ,

 

We thank you that we have been begotten again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and that our inheritance is incorruptible, undefiled, and reserved in heaven, kept by your power through faith. When our own trials come, heavy and various as they are, let us trust that you are refining, not abandoning us, and let our love for the Christ we have not seen remain full of joy unspeakable and full of glory.

 

Gird up the loins of our minds, Lord; make us sober and holy in all manner of conversation, as you who have called us are holy. Let us never forget that we were redeemed, not with silver and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, the lamb without blemish, foreordained before the foundation of the world and revealed for us in these last times.

 

And Lord, let us be born again continually by your living and abiding word, loving one another fervently with a pure heart, anchoring our confidence not in any glory of man that withers like grass and falls like the flower, but in the word of the Lord, which endures forever, the very gospel that was preached to us.

 

In Jesus' name, Amen.

 

Soli Deo Gloria

Glory to God Alone

