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BIBLE STUDY 

 

Acts Chapter 23 — Paul Before the Council and 

Protected by God 

A Verse-by-Verse Bible Study from the Crawford Standard Bible Introduction 

Acts Chapter 23 is a chapter about: 

Conscience.

Courage.

Conflict.

Resurrection hope.

Divine encouragement.

Conspiracy.

Providence.

Protection.

And: 

God’s unstoppable purpose.

Paul is now a prisoner. 

He has been: 

Attacked by a mob. 

Bound by Roman soldiers. 

Questioned by the commander. 

Brought before the Jewish council. 

Yet the chapter repeatedly demonstrates an important truth: Paul may be in chains, but God’s purpose is not chained. The chapter begins with Paul standing before the Sanhedrin. He looks directly at them and says: 

“Brothers, I have lived before God with a clear conscience up to this day.” Immediately the high priest Ananias orders Paul struck on the mouth. Paul responds strongly: 

“God will strike you, you whitewashed wall!”

Then, when informed that the man is the high priest, Paul acknowledges the biblical command not to speak evil of a ruler. 

Paul soon recognizes that the council is divided between: Pharisees.

And: 

Sadducees.

The Pharisees believe in: 

Resurrection. 

Angels. 

Spirits. 

The Sadducees reject these things. 

Paul therefore declares: 

“I am on trial because of my hope in the resurrection of the dead!” The council erupts. 

The Pharisees and Sadducees begin fighting with each other. The argument becomes so violent that the Roman commander fears Paul will literally be torn apart. Once again: 

Roman soldiers rescue him. 

Then comes one of the most encouraging verses in Acts. 

That night: 

The Lord stands near Paul.

Jesus says: 

“Take courage!”

Paul had testified in Jerusalem. 

And Jesus promises: 

“You must also testify in Rome.”

That promise becomes the controlling truth for everything that follows. The next morning: 

More than forty men make an oath. 

They promise not to eat or drink until: 

Paul is dead.

They organize an ambush. 

They involve religious leaders. 

They prepare deception. 

But: 

God already said Paul was going to Rome. 

The assassins say: 

Paul must die. 

Jesus says: 

Paul must testify in Rome. 

Only one plan can ultimately succeed. 

Then God uses someone almost completely unexpected: 

Paul’s nephew.

Paul’s young relative hears about the plot. 

He tells Paul. 

Paul sends him to the commander. 

The commander listens. 

Then the same Roman military system that had bound Paul now becomes an enormous protection detail around him. 

Two hundred soldiers. 

Seventy horsemen. 

Two hundred spearmen. 

Hundreds of armed men are mobilized to protect: 

One apostle.

Paul leaves Jerusalem under guard. 

The assassins never get their opportunity. 

He arrives safely in Caesarea. 

Governor Felix agrees to hear his case when his accusers arrive. Acts 23 therefore demonstrates: 

God’s promises are stronger than human plots.

God protects Paul through: 

A divided council. 

A Roman commander. 

A young nephew. 

Military intelligence. 

Hundreds of soldiers. 

Legal procedure. 

And Roman citizenship. 

Sometimes God’s protection looks miraculous. 

Sometimes it looks completely ordinary. 

Acts 23 teaches us: 

Both are providence.

The central truth of Acts 23 is: 

God remains sovereign over His servants even when they are surrounded by injustice, violence, conspiracy, and uncertainty, and no human plan can stop the mission Christ has determined to accomplish.

 

I. PAUL STANDS WITH A CLEAR 

CONSCIENCE 

Acts 23:1 

“Paul looked straight at the council and said, ‘Brothers, I have lived before God with a clear conscience up to this day.’”

Paul stands before his accusers with confidence. 

Not because he claims: 

Sinlessness. 

Perfection. 

Flawlessness. 

But because: 

He has sought to live faithfully before God. 

Cross References 

Acts 24:16

Paul later said that he continually worked to maintain a clear conscience before both God 

and people. 

2 Timothy 1:3

Paul served God with a clear conscience as he remembered Timothy constantly in prayer. Acts 20:26

Paul had declared himself innocent concerning the responsibility of faithfully warning 

those who heard him. 

Important Truth 

A clear conscience does not mean: 

“I have never sinned.” 

It means: 

“I am not knowingly living in rebellion while pretending innocence.” Crawford Bible Study Principle 

“A Clear Conscience Gives Courage When False Accusations Come.” 

 

II. THE HIGH PRIEST ORDERS PAUL 

STRUCK 

Acts 23:2 

“At this, the high priest Ananias ordered those standing near Paul to strike him on the mouth.” Paul has barely begun speaking. 

Yet violence interrupts. 

Cross References 

John 18:22

An official struck Jesus during His hearing after objecting to His answer. 1 Kings 22:24

The prophet Micaiah was struck in the face after faithfully speaking God’s message. Matthew 26:67

Jesus was struck and abused during His unjust trial. 

Spiritual Principle 

Religious authority can become corrupt when it uses force instead of truth.

 

III. “YOU WHITEWASHED WALL” 

Acts 23:3 

“Paul said to him, ‘God will strike you, you whitewashed wall! You sit there to judge me according to the law, yet you order me struck against the law?’” Paul exposes hypocrisy. 

The man responsible for upholding law: 

Breaks the law. 

Cross References 

Matthew 23:27

Jesus compared hypocritical religious leaders to whitewashed tombs that looked clean 

outwardly while containing corruption within. 

Ezekiel 13:10

False spiritual leaders were compared to weak walls covered with whitewash. Leviticus 19:15

God commanded judges to administer justice fairly rather than act unjustly. Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Authority that demands respect for law while violating law exposes its own hypocrisy.

 

IV. PAUL IS CHALLENGED 

Acts 23:4 

“Those standing nearby said, ‘Do you dare insult God’s high priest?’”

The bystanders focus on: 

Paul’s words. 

Not: 

The unlawful blow. 

Cross References 

Exodus 22:28

God commanded His people not to curse rulers or speak contemptuously of legitimate 

authority. 

Acts 23:5

Paul immediately acknowledges this biblical command. 

John 18:22

Jesus was likewise challenged after being struck during questioning. Spiritual Principle 

Even when authority acts wrongly, believers must still consider how God commands them to respond.

 

V. PAUL ACKNOWLEDGES SCRIPTURE 

Acts 23:5 

“Paul replied, ‘I didn’t realize he was the high priest, brothers. For it is written: You must not speak evil about the ruler of your people.’”

Paul submits himself to Scripture. 

Cross References 

Exodus 22:28

God instructed Israel not to curse its rulers. 

Ecclesiastes 10:20

Scripture warns against careless contempt toward rulers. 

1 Peter 2:17

Believers are told to honor people properly and show appropriate respect toward governing 

authority. 

Important Note 

Why Paul did not recognize Ananias is not explained. 

Possibilities have been suggested: 

Poor eyesight. 

Unusual circumstances. 

Failure to recognize who gave the order. 

But Scripture does not specify. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

A person who confronts others with Scripture must also allow Scripture to correct himself.

 

VI. PAUL IDENTIFIES THE DIVISION IN 

THE COUNCIL 

Acts 23:6 

“Paul realized that some were Sadducees and others Pharisees. He shouted, ‘Brothers, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee. I am on trial because of my hope in the resurrection of the dead!’”

Paul recognizes: 

The council is already divided. 

He brings the real theological issue forward: 

Resurrection.

Cross References 

Philippians 3:5

Paul described himself as a Pharisee regarding his former religious background. Acts 26:5

Paul later explained that he had lived according to the strict Pharisaic tradition. Acts 24:15

Paul openly affirmed his hope in the resurrection of both the righteous and the unrighteous. Spiritual Principle 

The resurrection remained central to Paul’s gospel hope.

VII. THE COUNCIL DIVIDES 

Acts 23:7 

“When he said this, a dispute broke out between the Pharisees and Sadducees, and the assembly was divided.”

Paul does not create the theological division. 

It already exists. 

His statement exposes it. 

Cross References 

Matthew 22:23

The Sadducees approached Jesus while denying resurrection. Acts 23:8

Luke immediately explains the theological differences between the groups. Acts 15:5

Pharisees had previously appeared among those engaged in important church controversy. Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Truth can expose divisions that were already present beneath outward unity.

 

VIII. PHARISEES AND SADDUCEES 

DISAGREE 

Acts 23:8 

“The Sadducees say there is no resurrection, no angels, and no spirits. But the Pharisees believe in all of these.”

Luke explains the disagreement. 

Cross References 

Matthew 22:23

The Sadducees explicitly denied resurrection when questioning Jesus. Mark 12:18

Mark also identifies the Sadducees by their rejection of resurrection. Luke 20:27

Luke records the same theological position among the Sadducees. Spiritual Principle 

Religious groups may share outward traditions while differing profoundly on foundational doctrines.

 

IX. SOME PHARISEES DEFEND PAUL 

Acts 23:9 

“A loud uproar followed. Some teachers of the law who were Pharisees stood up and argued strongly, saying, ‘We find nothing wrong with this man. What if a spirit or an angel has spoken to him?’”

Paul’s opponents begin defending him against other opponents. Cross References 

Acts 22:6

Paul had testified that heavenly light surrounded him during his conversion. Acts 26:13

He later described the same divine encounter before Agrippa. Luke 23:4

Pilate similarly declared that he found no basis for a criminal charge against Jesus. Crawford Bible Study Principle 

God can use division among opponents to restrain their ability to harm His servant.

 

X. THE COMMANDER RESCUES PAUL 

AGAIN 

Acts 23:10 

“The dispute became so violent that the commander was afraid Paul might be torn to pieces. He ordered the soldiers to go down, seize Paul by force, and take him into the fortress.” Again: 

Paul is rescued by soldiers. 

Cross References 

Acts 21:32

Roman soldiers had previously stopped a mob from beating Paul. Acts 21:34

The commander had already dealt with violent confusion surrounding Paul. Acts 22:24

Paul had previously been taken into the fortress for his protection and questioning. Spiritual Principle 

God can repeatedly use secular authorities as instruments of preservation.

 

XI. THE LORD STANDS NEAR PAUL 

Acts 23:11 

“That night the Lord stood near Paul and said, ‘Take courage! Just as you have testified about me in Jerusalem, you must also testify in Rome.’”

This is the spiritual center of Acts 23. 

Paul is: 

Alone. 

Surrounded by danger. 

Facing uncertainty. 

Then: 

Jesus stands near. 

“Take Courage” 

Paul needed encouragement. 

“You Have Testified” 

Jesus recognizes Paul’s faithfulness. 

“You Must Also Testify in Rome” 

God’s purpose is not finished. 

Cross References 

Acts 18:9

The Lord had previously appeared to Paul and told him not to fear but to keep speaking. Acts 27:24

Paul would later receive another assurance that he must stand before Caesar. Romans 1:15

Paul had long desired to preach the gospel in Rome. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

“The Presence of Christ Is Greater Than the Threats Surrounding You.” 

 

XII. A CONSPIRACY FORMS 

Acts 23:12 

“The next morning some Jews formed a conspiracy and took an oath not to eat or drink until they had killed Paul.”

Jesus said: 

Paul will go to Rome. 

The conspirators say: 

Paul will die first. 

Cross References 

Acts 9:23

Early in Paul’s ministry, enemies had already plotted to kill him. Psalm 27:12

The psalmist prayed for protection against false witnesses and violent enemies. Acts 25:3

Another later plot would seek an opportunity to ambush Paul. Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Human conspiracy cannot cancel divine appointment.

XIII. MORE THAN FORTY MEN JOIN THE 

PLOT 

Acts 23:13 

“More than forty men were part of this plot.”

This is organized opposition. 

Cross References 

Acts 23:21

Paul’s nephew later reports that more than forty men are waiting to ambush him. Psalm 64:2

David prayed for protection from secret conspiracies of evildoers. Acts 23:12

The plot involved a solemn oath to kill Paul. 

Spiritual Principle 

Numbers do not determine which plan will succeed when God has spoken. Forty men cannot overturn one promise from Christ. 

 

XIV. THE CONSPIRATORS APPROACH 

RELIGIOUS LEADERS 

Acts 23:14 

“They went to the chief priests and elders and said, ‘We have bound ourselves with an oath to eat nothing until we have killed Paul.’”

Religious leaders are asked to cooperate with murder. 

Cross References 

Acts 23:12

The conspirators had already taken their oath. 

Matthew 26:4

Religious leaders had previously plotted secretly to arrest and kill Jesus. John 11:53

The leaders had formally planned Jesus’ death. 

Spiritual Principle 

Religious position does not guarantee righteous motives.

 

XV. THE PLAN REQUIRES DECEPTION 

Acts 23:15 

“You and the council must ask the commander to bring him down to you, as if you wanted more details about his case. We will be ready to kill him before he gets here.” Notice: 

“As if.”

The plan depends upon lying. 

Cross References 

Acts 25:3

Paul’s enemies later sought another opportunity to ambush him during transfer. Psalm 37:32

The wicked watch for opportunities to destroy the righteous. Acts 23:20

Paul’s nephew later explains the deceptive request to the commander. Crawford Bible Study Principle 

A cause that requires deception and murder to succeed has already revealed its moral character.

 

XVI. PAUL’S NEPHEW HEARS THE PLOT 

Acts 23:16 

“But Paul’s nephew heard about the plot. He went into the fortress and told Paul.” One of the most important words here is: 

“But.”

Forty men make a plan. 

But Paul’s nephew heard.

Cross References 

Esther 2:22

Mordecai learned of a conspiracy and reported it, preventing an assassination. Acts 9:24

Saul had previously learned of another plot against his life. Proverbs 11:14

Wise counsel and timely information can provide safety. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

“God Can Defeat a Large Conspiracy Through One Person Who Happens to Hear the Truth.” 

 

XVII. PAUL SENDS HIS NEPHEW TO THE 

COMMANDER 

Acts 23:17 

“Paul called one of the centurions and said, ‘Take this young man to the commander; he has something to tell him.’”

Paul does not say: 

God promised I will reach Rome, so I will do nothing. 

He takes reasonable action. 

Cross References 

Acts 21:32

Roman military officers had already become part of God’s providential protection. Acts 22:26

A centurion had previously carried information concerning Paul’s Roman citizenship. Acts 23:23

The commander will soon organize an extensive military escort. Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Trusting God’s promise does not mean refusing practical means of protection.

XVIII. “PAUL THE PRISONER” 

Acts 23:18 

“The centurion took him to the commander and said, ‘Paul the prisoner asked me to bring this young man to you; he has something to say.’”

Paul is called: 

“The prisoner.”

But his imprisonment has not ended his influence. 

Cross References 

Acts 23:17

Paul had personally arranged for the young man to speak with the commander. Ephesians 3:1

Paul later described himself as a prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of the Gentiles. Philemon 1:1

Paul also identified himself as a prisoner of Jesus Christ in his letters. Spiritual Principle 

Earthly imprisonment does not determine spiritual usefulness.

 

XIX. THE COMMANDER LISTENS 

PRIVATELY 

Acts 23:19 

“The commander took the young man by the hand, led him aside, and asked privately, ‘What is it you want to tell me?’”

The commander takes the warning seriously. 

Cross References 

Acts 23:16

Paul’s nephew possessed critical information concerning the conspiracy. Acts 21:33

The commander had been responsible for Paul’s custody since his arrest. Proverbs 25:9

Wisdom recognizes that sensitive matters sometimes require private communication. Spiritual Principle 

Wise leadership knows when important information should be heard carefully and privately.

 

XX. THE NEPHEW EXPLAINS THE 

DECEPTION 

Acts 23:20 

“The Jews have agreed to ask you to bring Paul to the council tomorrow as though they wanted more details.”

The young man explains the plot clearly. 

Cross References 

Acts 23:15

The conspirators had planned to disguise their murderous intention as a request for further 

investigation. 

Acts 23:12

Their actual purpose was to kill Paul. 

Psalm 37:12

The wicked plot against the righteous and look for opportunities to destroy them. Spiritual Principle 

Truth exposes what deception attempts to hide.

 

XXI. FORTY MEN ARE WAITING 

Acts 23:21 

“But do not give in to them, for more than forty men are waiting to ambush him. They have taken an oath not to eat or drink until they have killed him. They are ready now, waiting for your consent.”

Paul’s nephew understands the urgency. 

Cross References 

Acts 23:13

More than forty conspirators had joined the oath. 

Acts 23:12

They had pledged not to eat or drink until Paul was dead. Psalm 31:13

The psalmist described enemies conspiring together and plotting to take his life. Crawford Bible Study Principle 

God may answer prayer for protection by giving someone the courage to speak necessary truth at the right time.

 

XXII. THE COMMANDER ORDERS 

SECRECY 

Acts 23:22 

“The commander dismissed the young man and instructed him, ‘Don’t tell anyone that you reported this to me.’”

Operational secrecy protects the plan. 

Cross References 

Acts 23:16

The nephew’s information had already reached Paul safely. 2 Kings 6:12

Scripture records occasions when secret plans were unexpectedly exposed. Proverbs 25:9

Wisdom recognizes the importance of handling confidential information responsibly. Spiritual Principle 

Not every truth must be broadcast publicly before the proper time.




XXIII. HUNDREDS OF SOLDIERS ARE 

PREPARED 

Acts 23:23 

“The commander called two of his centurions and ordered, ‘Get 200 soldiers, 70 horsemen, and 200 spearmen ready by 9:00 tonight to go to Caesarea.’” More than forty assassins wait for Paul. 

The commander mobilizes: 

200 soldiers. 

70 horsemen. 

200 spearmen. 

Cross References 

Acts 10:1

Centurions regularly commanded Roman military units and appear several times in Acts. Acts 21:31

Roman military power had already prevented Paul’s death at the hands of a mob. Acts 23:31

These soldiers soon carry out the commander’s orders. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

“When God Decides to Protect One Servant, Forty Enemies Are Not Too Many.” 

 

XXIV. PAUL IS GIVEN SAFE TRANSPORT 

Acts 23:24 

“Provide horses for Paul so he may be taken safely to Governor Felix.” Paul is not simply transported. 

The commander specifically orders: 

Safe transport.

Cross References 

Acts 24:2

Paul will soon stand before Governor Felix. 

Acts 24:27

Felix will keep Paul in custody for an extended period. 

Acts 23:33

The military escort eventually delivers Paul safely to Caesarea. Spiritual Principle 

God’s protection may come through ordinary logistical decisions.

 

XXV. THE COMMANDER WRITES A 

LETTER 

Acts 23:25 

“He wrote a letter as follows:”

The military transfer includes formal documentation. 

Cross References 

Acts 15:23

Earlier church leaders had also communicated important decisions through written letters. Acts 23:26

Luke preserves the contents of the commander’s letter. 

Nehemiah 2:7

Official letters had long been used to provide authorization and safe travel. Spiritual Principle 

God can work through administrative processes as surely as through dramatic miracles.




XXVI. CLAUDIUS LYSIAS ADDRESSES 

FELIX 

Acts 23:26 

“From Claudius Lysias, to His Excellency Governor Felix: Greetings.” Here we learn the Roman commander’s name: 

Claudius Lysias.

Cross References 

Luke 1:3

Formal address was commonly used when writing to officials of high standing. Acts 15:23

Formal written communication also appears elsewhere in Acts. Acts 24:3

Felix is later addressed respectfully in court. 

Spiritual Principle 

The gospel story unfolds through actual people, institutions, governments, and legal systems.

 

XXVII. LYSIAS DESCRIBES PAUL’S 

RESCUE 

Acts 23:27 

“This man was seized by the Jews and was about to be killed by them. I came with soldiers and rescued him, for I learned he is a Roman citizen.”

Lysias summarizes what happened. 

Cross References 

Acts 21:33

Lysias had intervened when the mob attacked Paul. 

Acts 22:25

Paul revealed his citizenship before the Romans could unlawfully flog him. Acts 22:27

The commander personally confirmed that Paul was a Roman citizen. Important Note 

Acts indicates Lysias actually learned about Paul’s citizenship after initially arresting and binding him. His letter presents events somewhat favorably toward his own conduct. Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Official reports may describe events accurately in broad outline while still presenting the writer in the best possible light.

 

XXVIII. PAUL WAS BROUGHT BEFORE 

THE COUNCIL 

Acts 23:28 

“I wanted to know why they were accusing him, so I brought him before their council.” The commander had tried to determine the facts. 

Cross References 

Acts 22:30

Lysias ordered the Sanhedrin to assemble so he could learn the exact charge. Acts 23:1

Paul then appeared before the council. 

Acts 24:20

Paul later challenged his opponents to identify any legitimate wrongdoing discovered at 

that hearing. 

Spiritual Principle 

Investigation is better than assumption when charges are serious.

 

XXIX. NO CHARGE DESERVING DEATH 

OR PRISON 

Acts 23:29 

“I found that the accusations had to do with questions about their law, but there was no charge against him deserving death or imprisonment.”

This is important legal testimony. 

A Roman commander concludes: 

Paul has committed no capital crime. 

Cross References 

Acts 18:14

Gallio had also refused to treat theological disputes as criminal wrongdoing. Acts 25:25

Festus later concludes that Paul had done nothing deserving death. Acts 26:31

Agrippa and others later agree that Paul had done nothing worthy of death or imprisonment. Crawford Bible Study Principle 

The repeated legal record in Acts shows that the gospel itself was not a criminal movement.

 

XXX. PAUL IS SENT AWAY IMMEDIATELY 

Acts 23:30 

“When I was informed of a plot against him, I sent him to you at once. I have also ordered his accusers to present their case before you. Farewell.”

The commander acts quickly. 

Cross References 

Acts 23:20

Paul’s nephew had exposed the planned ambush. 

Acts 23:16

The information reached Paul through his nephew. 

Acts 24:8

Paul’s accusers would soon appear before Felix. 

Spiritual Principle 

Timely action can prevent violence when danger becomes known.

XXXI. THE SOLDIERS TAKE PAUL TO 

ANTIPATRIS 

Acts 23:31 

“The soldiers carried out their orders. During the night they took Paul as far as Antipatris.” Paul leaves Jerusalem under heavy protection. 

Cross References 

Acts 23:23

The commander had assembled a large military escort. 

Acts 23:24

The soldiers were commanded to bring Paul safely to Felix. Acts 27:1

Paul’s later journeys under Roman custody would eventually carry him toward Rome. Crawford Bible Study Principle 

The prisoner is actually being escorted toward the promise Christ gave him.

 

XXXII. THE FOOT SOLDIERS RETURN 

Acts 23:32 

“The next day, the foot soldiers returned to the fortress, leaving the horsemen to go on with Paul.”

Once the immediate danger has passed: 

The escort is reduced. 

Cross References 

Acts 23:23

The journey began with a massive protective force. 

Acts 23:31

The troops had successfully carried Paul beyond the most dangerous area. Acts 23:33

The horsemen complete the journey to Caesarea. 

Spiritual Principle 

God provides what is necessary for each stage of the journey.

 

XXXIII. PAUL ARRIVES IN CAESAREA 

Acts 23:33 

“When the horsemen arrived in Caesarea, they delivered the letter to the governor and handed Paul over to him.”

Paul arrives safely. 

The assassination plot has failed. 

Cross References 

Acts 23:26

The letter was addressed to Governor Felix. 

Acts 24:1

Paul’s accusers later travel to Caesarea to present their case. Acts 10:1

Caesarea had already been an important setting in the expansion of the gospel. Crawford Bible Study Principle 

God does not have to remove the chains in order to fulfill the promise. Paul is still a prisoner. 

But: 

He is alive. 

Protected. 

Moving toward Rome. 

 

XXXIV. FELIX ASKS PAUL’S PROVINCE 

Acts 23:34 

“The governor read the letter and asked what province Paul was from. Learning that he was from Cilicia,”

Felix begins the legal process. 

Cross References 

Acts 21:39

Paul had already identified himself as a citizen of Tarsus in Cilicia. Acts 22:3

His testimony also emphasized his birth in Tarsus. 

Acts 6:9

Cilicia had connections with Jewish communities known in the book of Acts. Spiritual Principle 

Even details of birthplace and legal jurisdiction can become part of God’s providential path.

 

XXXV. PAUL IS KEPT UNDER GUARD 

Acts 23:35 

“He said, ‘I will hear your case when your accusers arrive.’ Then he ordered Paul to be kept under guard in Herod’s palace.”

Paul remains confined. 

But the legal process continues. 

Cross References 

Acts 24:1

Paul’s accusers soon arrive before Felix. 

Acts 25:16

Roman legal custom required that an accused person have opportunity to face charges. Acts 12:4

Imprisonment had repeatedly become part of the church’s story in Acts. Spiritual Principle 

Delay does not mean God has abandoned the mission.

 

XXXVI. THE CLEAR CONSCIENCE Paul’s opening statement deserves careful attention. 

He says: 

“I have lived before God with a clear conscience.”

Before God 

Not merely before people. 

A Clear Conscience 

Not self-deception. 

Not perfection. 

But sincere obedience. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

The most important courtroom is ultimately the presence of God.

 

XXXVII. CONSCIENCE MUST BE 

INFORMED BY TRUTH 

Paul had previously persecuted Christians: 

With a sincere religious conscience. 

So sincerity alone is insufficient. 

Spiritual Principle 

A conscience must be educated by God’s truth or it can sincerely approve what is wrong. A clear conscience matters. 

A biblically informed conscience matters even more. 

 

XXXVIII. PAUL CORRECTS HIS RESPONSE Paul rebukes Ananias. 

Then learns he is high priest. 

Immediately: 

He cites Scripture. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

“Spiritual maturity includes being willing to correct yourself when Scripture corrects you.” 

XXXIX. THE RESURRECTION IS STILL 

CENTRAL 

Paul says: 

“I am on trial because of my hope in the resurrection.” This has been central throughout Acts. 

Jesus Rose 

Therefore: 

Death is defeated. 

Believers Will Rise 

Therefore: 

Hope remains. 

Judgment Comes 

Therefore: 

Life matters eternally. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Christian hope is not vague optimism; it is anchored in resurrection.

 

XL. GOD CAN DIVIDE OPPOSITION Paul’s enemies are not truly united. 

One theological issue: 

Resurrection. 

And the coalition fractures. 

Spiritual Principle 

God does not always have to remove every enemy; sometimes He prevents enemies from remaining united.

 

XLI. JESUS STANDS NEAR Acts 23:11 says: 

“The Lord stood near Paul.”

Notice what Jesus does not first give: 

A detailed escape plan. 

Instead He gives: 

His presence. 

His encouragement. 

His promise. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

“Before God Changes the Circumstances, He May Strengthen the Servant Inside the Circumstances.” 

 

XLII. “TAKE COURAGE” Paul had been: 

Beaten. 

Nearly killed. 

Rejected. 

Dragged before authorities. 

Now another violent hearing. 

Jesus says: 

“Take courage.”

Spiritual Principle 

Even courageous servants sometimes need courage given to them again.

 

XLIII. ROME IS GUARANTEED Jesus says: 

“You must also testify in Rome.”

That word: 

Must

expresses divine purpose. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

If God has appointed the destination, no conspiracy can terminate the journey early.

 

XLIV. FORTY MEN VERSUS ONE PROMISE Forty men say: 

Paul dies. 

Jesus says: 

Paul reaches Rome. 

Spiritual Principle 

The strength of God’s promise is not measured by the number of people opposing it.

 

XLV. RELIGIOUS OATHS CAN BE SINFUL The conspirators take an oath. 

But: 

The content of the oath is murder. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Religious seriousness cannot turn a sinful purpose into a righteous one. An oath does not sanctify evil. 

 

XLVI. GOD USES PAUL’S FAMILY We know little about Paul’s nephew. 

Yet: 

He becomes essential to the story. 

Spiritual Principle 

A person does not need a famous ministry title to become an instrument of God’s providence. One young man’s courage: 

Exposes the plot. 

Saves Paul. 

Keeps the mission moving. 

XLVII. THE NEPHEW HAD TO SPEAK Hearing the plot was not enough. 

 

He had to report it. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Knowing danger exists creates responsibility when speaking can protect someone from harm.

 

XLVIII. TRUSTING GOD AND TAKING 

ACTION 

Paul received Jesus’ promise. 

Then: 

He uses his nephew. 

A centurion. 

The commander. 

Roman security. 

Spiritual Principle 

Faith does not demand that God act without means when He has already provided wise means.

 

XLIX. GOD USES THE ROMAN 

COMMANDER 

Claudius Lysias is not presented as a Christian. 

Yet: 

He repeatedly protects Paul. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

God’s providence is not limited to people who consciously know they are serving His purpose.

 

L. THE MASSIVE ESCORT Hundreds of soldiers escort Paul. 

This provides an almost ironic picture. 

Paul is supposedly: 

A dangerous prisoner. 

Yet: 

Rome itself protects him from assassination. 

Spiritual Principle 

God can turn the machinery of an empire into a protective wall around His servant.

 

LI. PROTECTION DOES NOT ALWAYS 

LOOK LIKE FREEDOM 

Paul is: 

Protected. 

But still: 

Bound. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

“Do Not Define God’s Protection Only as the Removal of Every Restriction.” 

Sometimes protection is: 

A locked door. 

A guard. 

A changed route. 

A delay. 

A legal process. 

 

LII. THE PLOT FAILS BEFORE IT BEGINS The assassins wait. 

Paul leaves at night under heavy guard. 

Spiritual Principle 

God can dismantle a plan without confronting the plotters directly. He simply moves His servant beyond their reach. 

 

LIII. GOD USES INFORMATION There is no earthquake. 

No angel opens doors. 

No miraculous blindness. 

Instead: 

Someone hears. 

Someone reports. 

Someone listens. 

Someone acts. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Providence can look completely ordinary while still being completely directed by God.

 

LIV. HUMAN AUTHORITIES REPEATEDLY 

FIND PAUL INNOCENT 

Claudius Lysias says: 

“There was no charge against him deserving death or imprisonment.” This pattern will continue. 

Spiritual Principle 

Acts repeatedly separates Christian faithfulness from genuine criminal wrongdoing.

 

LV. PAUL MOVES CLOSER TO ROME 

WHILE IN CHAINS 

Paul probably would not have chosen this travel method. Yet: 

Every legal transfer takes him toward: 

Higher officials. 

Wider audiences. 

Eventually: 

Rome. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

“God Can Use the Chain as Part of the Road.” 

 

LVI. THE PROMISE COMES BEFORE THE 

PROCESS 

Jesus promises Rome in verse 11. 

Then the assassination plot appears in verse 12. 

That order matters. 

Spiritual Principle 

God often gives His promise before revealing the problem that will test our confidence in it.

 

LVII. DARKNESS DOES NOT MEAN GOD IS 

ABSENT 

The Lord speaks: 

At night. 

Paul’s situation is uncertain. 

Yet Jesus stands near. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Some of God’s strongest encouragement comes in the darkest part of the story.

 

LVIII. WHAT ACTS 23 TEACHES ABOUT 

DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY God does not appear panicked by: 

The council. 

The mob. 

The assassins. 

The Roman government. 

The legal system. 

Spiritual Principle 

Nothing in Acts 23 happens outside the sovereign reach of God.

 

LIX. WHAT ACTS 23 TEACHES ABOUT 

COURAGE 

Courage does not mean ignoring danger. 

Paul: 

Receives encouragement. 

Uses protection. 

Reports the threat. 

Travels under guard. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Biblical courage trusts God without pretending danger is unreal.

 

LX. WHAT ACTS 23 TEACHES ABOUT 

PROVIDENCE 

God uses: 

Paul’s conscience. 

A doctrinal dispute. 

A Roman commander. 

Paul’s nephew. 

A centurion. 

A private conversation. 

Military planning. 

Horses. 

A government letter. 

A governor. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

God’s providence often works through ordinary details that only become obvious when the whole story is seen.

 

LXI. SEVEN GREAT LESSONS FROM ACTS 

23 

1. Maintain a Clear Conscience 

Principle: 

Integrity gives strength when accusations arise.

 

2. Remain Submitted to Scripture 

Principle: 

Even while confronting injustice, allow God’s Word to govern your response.

 

3. Hold Firmly to Resurrection Hope Principle: 

The resurrection remains central to Christian confidence.

 

4. Receive Christ’s Encouragement 

Principle: 

Jesus stands near His servants in dark moments.

 

5. Human Plots Cannot Cancel God’s Purpose Principle: 

Forty conspirators cannot defeat one divine promise.

6. God Uses Ordinary People and Means Principle: 

Paul’s nephew and Roman soldiers became instruments of protection.

 

7. God’s Mission Continues Through Chains Principle: 

Paul’s imprisonment moves him closer to the witness Christ promised in Rome.

 

LXII. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FOR 

PERSONAL STUDY 

Question 1 

What did Paul say about his conscience before the Sanhedrin? He said he had lived before God with a clear conscience up to that day. This did not mean sinless perfection, but sincere faithfulness before God. 

 

Question 2 

Why was Paul struck?

The high priest Ananias ordered him struck on the mouth immediately after Paul began his defense. The action itself violated the justice the council claimed to uphold. 

 

Question 3 

How did Paul respond when told he had spoken against the high priest? He acknowledged the scriptural command not to speak evil of a ruler. Paul allowed Scripture to govern his own conduct. 

 

Question 4 

Why did Paul mention the resurrection?

He recognized that resurrection was central to his gospel hope and that the Sanhedrin was divided over the doctrine. 

His statement exposed the theological division between Pharisees and Sadducees. 

 

Question 5 

What did Jesus tell Paul that night?

Jesus said: 

“Take courage!”

He assured Paul that just as he had testified in Jerusalem, he would also testify in Rome. 

 

Question 6 

What plot was made against Paul?

More than forty men vowed not to eat or drink until they had killed Paul. They planned to ambush him during a supposed transfer to the council. 

 

Question 7 

Who discovered the plot?

Paul’s nephew heard about it and courageously reported it. 

 

Question 8 

What did Paul do after learning of the plot?

He sent his nephew to the Roman commander so the information could be acted upon. 

 

Question 9 

How did the commander protect Paul?

He organized a massive military escort consisting of soldiers, horsemen, and spearmen and sent Paul toward Caesarea at night. 

 

Question 10 

What did Claudius Lysias conclude about Paul’s charges?

He concluded that the accusations involved disputes about Jewish law and that Paul had done nothing deserving death or imprisonment. 

 

Question 11 

Where was Paul taken?

He was safely transported to Caesarea and placed under Governor Felix’s authority. 

 

Question 12 

What is the central lesson of Acts 23?

God’s purpose cannot be defeated by human opposition, and He can use both extraordinary encouragement and ordinary providential means to protect His servant and move His mission forward. 

 

LXIII. PERSONAL APPLICATION Acts 23 asks several important questions. 

Am I Living With a Clear Conscience Before God? Paul sought to. 

Do I Allow Scripture to Correct Me? 

Paul did. 

Is My Hope Anchored in the Resurrection? 

Paul’s was. 

Do I Remember Christ’s Presence When Circumstances Become Dark? Jesus stood near Paul. 

Can I Trust God When People Plot Against Me? Paul had to. 

Do I Recognize That God May Use Ordinary People to Protect Me? Paul’s nephew mattered greatly. 

Am I Willing to Take Wise Action Instead of Calling Passivity “Faith”? Paul acted. 

Do I believe God’s promise is stronger than human opposition? Acts 23 demonstrates that it is. 

Can I recognize protection even when circumstances still feel restrictive? Paul remained in custody. 

Am I looking for God’s purpose even in delay? Paul’s journey toward Rome continued. 

 

LXIV. A CRAWFORD BIBLE STUDY 

PRINCIPLE 

“One Promise From Jesus Is Stronger Than Forty Threats From Men” 

The assassins had: 

Numbers. 

Planning. 

Commitment. 

Secrecy. 

But Paul had: 

A promise.

Principle 

When God has determined His purpose, opposition may complicate the journey but cannot cancel the destination.

 

LXV. ANOTHER CRAWFORD BIBLE STUDY 

PRINCIPLE 

“Christ May Not Remove the Night Before He Stands Beside You in It” 

Paul was still: 

A prisoner. 

Still threatened. 

Still uncertain. 

Yet: 

Jesus stood near. 

Principle 

God’s presence is itself a form of deliverance before the circumstances change.

 

LXVI. ANOTHER CRAWFORD BIBLE 

STUDY PRINCIPLE 

“Providence Often Looks Ordinary” No angel appears to Paul’s nephew. 

No voice tells Lysias what to do. 

No earthquake opens the fortress. 

Instead: 

Someone hears. 

Someone speaks. 

Someone listens. 

Someone acts. 

Principle 

Never overlook ordinary events as possible instruments of God’s extraordinary providence.

 

LXVII. ANOTHER CRAWFORD BIBLE 

STUDY PRINCIPLE 

“Faith Uses the Means God Provides” Paul knew Christ had promised Rome. 

Yet: 

He still reported the plot. 

Principle 

Trusting God does not mean refusing wisdom, law, medicine, protection, counsel, or practical action when God has provided them.

LXVIII. ANOTHER CRAWFORD BIBLE 

STUDY PRINCIPLE 

“The Chain May Be Moving You Toward the Calling” Paul is now: 

A Roman prisoner. 

But that condition opens future access to: 

Governors. 

Kings. 

Caesar’s legal system. 

Rome. 

Principle 

What appears to restrict your freedom may still advance God’s purpose for your witness.

 

LXIX. ANOTHER CRAWFORD BIBLE 

STUDY PRINCIPLE 

“Maintain Integrity When Others Lose Theirs” Paul faces: 

An unlawful blow. 

A chaotic council. 

A murder conspiracy. 

Deception. 

Yet: 

He continues appealing to truth. 

Law. 

Conscience. 

God. 

Principle 

The misconduct of others never gives the believer permission to abandon personal integrity.

 

LXX. FINAL APPLICATION Acts Chapter 23 looks dangerous from beginning to end. 

Paul stands before a hostile council. 

He is struck. 

The council erupts. 

Violence threatens. 

Jesus encourages him. 

Then: 

Forty men decide he must die. 

They make an oath. 

They organize an ambush. 

They recruit cooperation. 

Humanly speaking: 

Paul appears surrounded. 

But Acts 23 is not primarily a story about how powerful Paul’s enemies were. It is a story about: 

How sovereign Paul’s God was.

Jesus had already spoken: 

“You must also testify in Rome.”

That sentence becomes the foundation of the chapter. 

Forty men can plot. 

Religious leaders can cooperate. 

Crowds can riot. 

Political officials can misunderstand. 

But: 

Paul must reach Rome. 

God then begins moving ordinary pieces. 

A nephew overhears something. 

A centurion agrees to carry a message. 

A commander listens. 

Military orders are issued. 

Hundreds of soldiers prepare. 

Horses are provided. 

A letter is written. 

A route is chosen. 

A governor receives the prisoner. 

None of these things look as spectacular as: 

An angel opening a prison. 

An earthquake shaking chains loose. 

A miracle raising the dead. 

Yet: 

The result is still divine protection. 

That is providence. 

Acts 23 teaches us not to limit God’s work to the supernatural event we immediately recognize as miraculous. 

God can work through: 

An overheard conversation. 

A relative. 

A legal right. 

A military officer. 

A transportation plan. 

A bureaucratic letter. 

A government institution. 

He is Lord over all of it. 

The chapter also teaches: 

A clear conscience matters. 

Scripture matters. 

Resurrection matters. 

Courage matters. 

Wisdom matters. 

Paul did not say: 

Jesus promised Rome, therefore I will ignore the assassination plot. He used: 

The information. 

The centurion. 

The commander. 

The protection offered. 

That is not unbelief. 

That is wisdom under providence. 

And most importantly: 

Jesus stood near. 

Paul may have felt alone. 

But he was not alone. 

Jesus said: 

“Take courage.”

Those words remain powerful. 

When the future feels uncertain: 

Take courage. 

When opposition becomes intense: 

Take courage. 

When you do not understand the path: 

Take courage. 

When people plot: 

Take courage. 

When the road toward God’s promise looks completely different than expected: Take courage. 

Why? 

Because: 

The Lord stands near His people.

And His purposes remain stronger than every opposition against them. Therefore: 

Live with a clear conscience. 

Submit yourself to Scripture. 

Stand upon resurrection hope. 

Receive Christ’s encouragement. 

Use wisdom. 

Take threats seriously without surrendering to fear. 

Recognize providence. 

Use lawful means. 

Trust God’s promises. 

And remember: 

If God has determined the destination: 

No enemy can cancel the journey.

 

Closing Prayer 

Heavenly Father,

Thank You for Acts Chapter 23. 

Thank You that You remain sovereign when life becomes confusing. Help us live before You with clear consciences. 

Give us integrity when falsely accused. 

Give us humility when Your Word corrects us. 

Keep our hope anchored in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Thank You that Jesus stood near Paul in the darkness. 

Stand near us in our difficult nights. 

When we are afraid: 

Tell our hearts again: 

“Take courage.”

When people oppose us: 

Help us trust You. 

When plans are made against us: 

Remind us that no human plan is greater than Your purpose. Thank You for Paul’s nephew. 

Thank You for showing that ordinary people can become important instruments of Your protection. Help us speak when someone is in danger. 

Give us wisdom to act responsibly. 

Protect us from confusing faith with passivity. 

Teach us to use the means You provide. 

Thank You for every person, institution, law, opportunity, and circumstance You can use for Your purposes. 

Help us recognize Your providence in ordinary things. 

When our circumstances feel restrictive: 

Help us see that You may still be moving us toward the next assignment. When doors close: 

Guide us. 

When chains remain: 

Use us. 

When opposition increases: 

Strengthen us. 

And above everything: 

Help us remember that Your promises are stronger than human threats. May our lives testify: 

The Lord stood near me.

The Lord gave me courage.

The Lord protected me.

The Lord completed His purpose.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

 

Key Verse 

“That night the Lord stood near Paul and said, ‘Take courage! Just as you have testified about Me in Jerusalem, you must also testify in Rome.’” — Acts 23:11

Central Truth 

God stands near His servants in times of danger, strengthens them with His promises, and sovereignly uses people, circumstances, governments, legal protections, and ordinary providence to defeat human conspiracies and move His gospel mission toward its appointed destination.

Acts 23 in One Sentence 

Paul faces violence and division before the Sanhedrin, receives Christ’s assurance that he will testify in Rome, survives a conspiracy of more than forty assassins when his nephew exposes the plot, and is safely escorted by Roman forces to Caesarea, demonstrating that no human plan can overturn the sovereign purpose of God.

