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Introduction to the Book of Nahum
The Book of Nahum is a short but powerful prophetic text in the Old Testament, part of the collection 
known as the Minor Prophets. Its central theme is the announcement of God’s judgment on Nineveh, 
the capital of the Assyrian Empire, and the assurance of deliverance for the people of Judah. Though 
often overshadowed by larger prophetic books, Nahum's vivid poetry, striking imagery, and focus on 
divine justice make it a significant theological and historical work.

Historical Background

The Book of Nahum is set in the 7th century BCE during the height of Assyrian dominance. Nineveh, 
the capital, was a symbol of wealth, power, and ruthless oppression. The Assyrians had brutally 
conquered many nations, including the Northern Kingdom of Israel, and had posed a constant threat to 



Judah. Nahum’s prophecy likely came shortly before Nineveh’s fall in 612 BCE, when the city was 
destroyed by a coalition of Babylonians and Medes. This event marked the end of Assyria’s reign and 
paved the way for the rise of the Babylonian Empire.

Authorship and Date

The book identifies its author as Nahum of Elkosh (1:1). Little is known about Nahum himself, and 
the location of Elkosh remains uncertain, with suggestions ranging from the northern regions of Israel 
to sites near Judah. Scholars date the book between 663 BCE (the fall of Thebes, referenced in 3:8) and 
612 BCE (the fall of Nineveh), most likely closer to 630-620 BCE.

Purpose and Themes

The Book of Nahum serves both as a message of judgment against Nineveh and a source of hope for 
Judah. Its major themes include:

1. Divine Justice:
Nahum portrays God as a righteous judge who punishes evil. The destruction of Nineveh is 
presented as a divine act, emphasizing that no power, no matter how great, can escape God's 
justice.

2. God’s Sovereignty:
The book highlights God's control over history and nations. He raises and brings down empires 
according to His will.

3. Hope for the Oppressed:
For Judah, Nahum’s prophecy is a promise of liberation from the tyranny of Assyria, affirming 
God’s care for His people.

4. God’s Character:
Nahum balances God’s wrath and mercy. While He is slow to anger (1:3), He is also a 
consuming fire against sin and evil (1:6).

Literary Features

Nahum is renowned for its poetic brilliance. The book employs vivid imagery, metaphors, and 
wordplay to depict the grandeur of God and the devastation of Nineveh. For example, the description of 
the city’s fall in Chapter 2 and the taunting lament in Chapter 3 showcase Nahum’s mastery of 
language.



Structure

The book is organized into three chapters:

1. Chapter 1 introduces God’s character and announces Nineveh’s judgment.
2. Chapter 2 provides a graphic description of Nineveh’s destruction.
3. Chapter 3 explains the reasons for Nineveh’s downfall and mocks its futile attempts at self-

preservation.

Theological Significance

Nahum offers timeless insights into the nature of God and His dealings with nations. It reminds readers 
that God’s justice will ultimately prevail and that He is a refuge for those who trust in Him (1:7). While 
the book focuses on historical events, its themes resonate with the broader biblical message of God’s 
sovereignty and the hope of redemption.

Conclusion

Though brief, the Book of Nahum is a profound reflection on God’s justice, mercy, and power. It 
challenges believers to trust in God’s righteousness and find hope in His deliverance, even in the face 
of overwhelming oppression. Its prophetic vision of Nineveh's fall serves as both a historical record 
and a theological statement that echoes through the ages.

CHAPTER 1:

Verse Commentary on Nahum 1:1 (KJV)
Introduction to the Book of Nahum

Nahum is one of the twelve minor prophets in the Old Testament, and his book serves as a prophetic 
oracle concerning the city of Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire. The opening verse sets the 
stage for understanding both the context and significance of Nahum’s message.

Text of Nahum 1:1 (KJV)

“The burden of Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite.”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “The burden of Nineveh”

• The term “burden” (Hebrew: massa) indicates a heavy message or oracle that carries 
significant weight and seriousness. It suggests that what follows is not merely an 
announcement but a profound declaration that will have dire implications for Nineveh.



• This phrase signifies that Nineveh is under divine scrutiny due to its wickedness and 
impending judgment. It reflects God’s displeasure with the city, which had previously 
repented at Jonah’s preaching but has since returned to its sinful ways.

2. “The book of the vision”

• The phrase “the book of the vision” implies that Nahum received this message through a 
prophetic vision, which adds a layer of authority and urgency to his words. This 
indicates that Nahum did not just speak from personal conviction but was divinely 
inspired.

• A vision in biblical terms often involves vivid imagery and revelations about future 
events, suggesting that what Nahum sees is both a warning and a revelation about God’s 
plans for Nineveh.

3. “of Nahum the Elkoshite”

• “Nahum” means “comfort,” which is ironic given that his message primarily concerns 
judgment rather than comfort for Nineveh.

• The designation “the Elkoshite” refers to his origin from Elkosh, though its exact 
location remains uncertain. Some scholars suggest it may be in Galilee, linking it to 
other biblical narratives.

• This identification emphasizes Nahum’s role as a prophet chosen by God to deliver this 
critical message.

Contextual Significance

• Historical Background: At the time when Nahum prophesied, Nineveh was at its zenith in 
power and influence but was also notorious for its cruelty and idolatry. The Assyrians had been 
oppressors, known for their violent conquests throughout Israel and surrounding nations.

• Literary Structure: This opening verse establishes not only who is speaking but also whom he 
speaks against—Nineveh—and sets up expectations for what will follow in subsequent verses 
regarding God’s judgment.

Theological Implications

• Divine Justice: The use of “burden” underscores God’s justice; He does not overlook sin 
indefinitely. Instead, He holds nations accountable for their actions.

• Prophetic Authority: By introducing himself as having received a vision from God, Nahum 
affirms that his words carry divine authority, making them essential for understanding God’s 
will regarding nations.

Conclusion

Nahum 1:1 serves as an introduction to a powerful prophetic message against Nineveh, emphasizing 
themes of divine judgment and accountability while highlighting God’s sovereignty over nations. It 
invites readers to reflect on their own relationship with God amidst His justice and mercy.



Verse Commentary on Nahum 1:2 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Nahum 1:2 states, “God is jealous, and the LORD revengeth; the LORD revengeth, and is furious; the 
LORD will take vengeance on his adversaries, and he reserveth wrath for his enemies.” This verse 
serves as a powerful introduction to the themes of divine justice and retribution that permeate the book 
of Nahum. It sets the tone for understanding God’s character in relation to His people and their 
oppressors.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “God is jealous”

• The term “jealous” here reflects God’s passionate commitment to His covenant with 
Israel. Jealousy in this context does not imply insecurity or envy as understood in human 
terms; rather, it signifies God’s desire for exclusive devotion from His people. This 
jealousy underscores His holiness and righteousness, indicating that He will not tolerate 
idolatry or infidelity among those whom He has chosen.

2. “the LORD revengeth”

• The repetition of “the LORD revengeth” emphasizes the certainty and intensity of God’s 
vengeance against those who oppose Him. The Hebrew word used here conveys a sense 
of retribution that is both just and necessary. It suggests that God’s actions are not 
arbitrary but are rooted in moral order—He avenges wrongs committed against His 
people.

3. “and is furious”

• This phrase highlights God’s emotional response to sin and injustice. The term “furious” 
indicates a strong reaction against evil, reinforcing the idea that God is not indifferent to 
human actions. His fury is directed towards those who perpetrate violence and 
oppression, particularly against His covenant people.

4. “the LORD will take vengeance on his adversaries”

• Here, Nahum explicitly states that God will act against His enemies. This serves as both 
a warning to Nineveh, which represents Assyria’s cruelty towards Israel, and an 
assurance to Israel that their suffering will not go unpunished. The concept of vengeance 
here aligns with ancient Near Eastern understandings of justice where divine 
intervention was expected in cases of extreme wrongdoing.

5. “and he reserveth wrath for his enemies”

• The final part of this verse indicates that God’s wrath is not only immediate but also 
stored up for future judgment. This notion implies that while God may be patient at 
times, there comes a point when His wrath will be unleashed upon those who persist in 
rebellion against Him. It serves as a reminder of the seriousness with which God views 
sin and injustice.



Theological Implications

The theological implications of Nahum 1:2 are profound:

• Divine Justice: This verse affirms that God is just and actively involved in human affairs, 
ensuring that evil does not go unpunished.

• Covenantal Relationship: It highlights the importance of fidelity within the covenant 
relationship between God and Israel; infidelity leads to severe consequences.

• Hope for the Oppressed: For the oppressed (in this case, Israel), this declaration provides hope 
that their suffering will be vindicated through divine action.

Conclusion

In summary, Nahum 1:2 encapsulates key attributes of God—His jealousy for His people, His 
commitment to justice through vengeance against oppressors, and His righteous anger towards sin. 
These themes resonate throughout the book as Nahum delivers a message of impending judgment 
against Nineveh while simultaneously offering reassurance to Israel regarding their ultimate 
deliverance from oppression.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 1:3

Text of Nahum 1:3 (KJV)
“The Lord is slow to anger, and great in power, and will not at all acquit the wicked: the Lord hath his 
way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are the dust of his feet.”

Introduction to Nahum
The Book of Nahum is one of the twelve minor prophets in the Old Testament. It primarily addresses 
the impending judgment against Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, which had previously repented at 
Jonah’s preaching but later returned to its wicked ways. The prophet Nahum delivers a message of 
comfort to Judah by proclaiming God’s sovereignty and justice.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “The Lord is slow to anger”
This phrase emphasizes God’s patience and restraint. In biblical theology, God’s slowness to 
anger signifies His willingness to give people time to repent before executing judgment. This 
characteristic reflects God’s mercy; He does not hastily punish but allows for opportunities for 
change. The Hebrew term used here suggests a long-suffering nature, indicating that while God 
may delay judgment, it does not mean He will overlook sin indefinitely.

2. “and great in power”
Here, Nahum highlights God’s omnipotence. This assertion serves as a reminder that despite 
appearances—such as the might of Assyria—God’s power surpasses all earthly authority. The 
phrase reassures believers that God is capable of enacting His will and delivering justice against 
oppressors. It also contrasts human strength with divine strength, emphasizing that true power 
lies with God alone.



3. “and will not at all acquit the wicked”
This statement underscores God’s commitment to justice. The term “acquit” implies a legal 
context where guilt is acknowledged but not punished; however, Nahum asserts that God will 
not allow the wicked to go unpunished. This reinforces the theme of divine retribution prevalent 
throughout Scripture—God holds individuals accountable for their actions.

4. “the Lord hath his way in the whirlwind and in the storm”
This imagery conveys God’s control over nature and chaotic forces. Whirlwinds and storms 
often symbolize divine intervention or judgment throughout biblical literature (e.g., Job 38:1). 
By stating that God has His way in these phenomena, Nahum illustrates that even natural 
disasters serve as instruments of God’s purpose and sovereignty.

5. “and the clouds are the dust of his feet.”
This poetic expression portrays God’s majesty and transcendence over creation. Clouds being 
likened to dust underfoot suggests both His dominion over nature and His presence within it. It 
evokes an image of God moving through creation with authority, reinforcing His role as 
sovereign ruler who commands respect from all elements of nature.

Theological Implications
Nahum 1:3 encapsulates key theological themes such as divine patience, justice, sovereignty, and 
majesty. It reassures believers that while evil may seem rampant (as seen in Nineveh), God remains 
actively involved in history and will ultimately bring about justice according to His timing.

This verse serves as both a warning to those who persist in wickedness and a source of comfort for 
those who seek refuge in God amidst oppression or injustice.

In summary, Nahum 1:3 presents a powerful declaration about God’s character—His patience 
with sinners coupled with His ultimate authority over creation ensures that justice will prevail 
against evil when He deems it appropriate.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 1:4 (KJV)

Text of Nahum 1:4 (KJV)
“He rebuketh the sea, and maketh it dry, and drieth up all the rivers: Bashan languisheth, and Carmel; 
and the flower of Lebanon languisheth.”

Contextual Background
The Book of Nahum is a prophetic text in the Old Testament that primarily addresses the impending 
judgment against Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire. Written during a time when Assyria was 
known for its cruelty and oppression, Nahum’s prophecy serves as both a warning to Nineveh and a 
message of comfort to Judah. The first chapter sets the tone by emphasizing God’s sovereignty over 
nature and His power to enact judgment.



Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “He rebuketh the sea”
This phrase indicates God’s authority over natural elements. The term “rebuke” suggests a 
commanding action where God asserts control over chaotic forces. In biblical literature, the sea 
often symbolizes chaos or evil (as seen in other texts like Genesis 1:2). By rebuking the sea, 
God demonstrates His ability to bring order from chaos.

2. “and maketh it dry”
This part emphasizes God’s power to transform environments dramatically. The drying up of the 
sea is reminiscent of significant biblical events such as the parting of the Red Sea (Exodus 14) 
and Joshua’s crossing of the Jordan River (Joshua 3). These acts not only showcase divine 
intervention but also serve as reminders of God’s faithfulness to His people.

3. “and drieth up all the rivers”
The mention of rivers drying up extends God’s dominion beyond just large bodies of water to 
smaller streams and waterways. Rivers are vital for sustenance, agriculture, and trade; their 
desiccation signifies severe judgment that impacts life itself. This imagery conveys an 
apocalyptic vision where natural resources are stripped away due to divine displeasure.

4. “Bashan languisheth, and Carmel; and the flower of Lebanon languisheth.”
Bashan and Carmel are regions known for their fertility and lush landscapes. Bashan is often 
associated with rich pastures (Psalm 22:12), while Carmel is noted for its beauty (Song of 
Solomon 7:5). The “flower of Lebanon,” likely referring to its majestic cedars, symbolizes 
strength and stability. Their “languishing” indicates that even these strongholds will succumb 
under God’s judgment—no place will be spared from His wrath.

Theological Implications
Nahum 1:4 illustrates key theological themes:

• God’s Sovereignty: The verse underscores that God has ultimate authority over creation. His 
ability to control nature reflects His omnipotence.

• Judgment: The drying up of seas and rivers serves as a metaphor for divine judgment against 
sinfulness—particularly aimed at Nineveh’s wickedness.

• Hope for Judah: While this passage speaks about destruction, it also reassures Judah that their 
oppressors will face consequences for their actions.

In summary, Nahum 1:4 encapsulates a powerful declaration about God’s control over nature as an 
instrument for executing justice against those who oppose Him.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 1:5 (KJV)

Introduction to the Context of Nahum 1:5

The book of Nahum is a prophetic text that focuses primarily on the impending judgment and 
destruction of Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire. This prophecy comes in a historical context 
where Assyria had been a dominant power known for its cruelty and oppression, particularly against 



Israel. Nahum’s message serves as both a warning and a proclamation of God’s sovereignty over 
nations.

Text of Nahum 1:5 (KJV)

“The mountains quake at him, and the hills melt, and the earth is burned at his presence, yea, the world, 
and all that dwell therein.”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “The mountains quake at him”

• This phrase illustrates the immense power and authority of God. Mountains are often 
seen as symbols of strength and permanence in biblical literature. The quaking of 
mountains signifies a profound disturbance in nature itself, indicating that God’s 
presence can disrupt even the most stable elements of creation. This imagery emphasizes 
God’s might over all creation.

2. “and the hills melt”

• The melting hills further amplify this theme of divine power. Hills, while smaller than 
mountains, still represent stability in the landscape. The melting suggests not only 
physical alteration but also an overwhelming force that can change what seems 
unchangeable. This metaphorical language conveys that nothing can withstand God’s 
will or His judgment.

3. “and the earth is burned at his presence”

• The burning earth evokes images of purification through fire or destruction due to divine 
wrath. Fire is often associated with judgment in biblical texts (e.g., Sodom and 
Gomorrah). Here, it indicates that God’s presence brings about a transformative effect—
either purifying or devastating depending on one’s relationship with Him.

4. “yea, the world, and all that dwell therein.”

• This concluding phrase broadens the scope from specific geographical features 
(mountains and hills) to encompass all creation—“the world” includes every living 
being within it. It underscores that God’s authority extends beyond just natural 
phenomena; it encompasses humanity as well.

Theological Implications

Nahum 1:5 serves as a powerful reminder of God’s sovereignty over nature and nations alike. It reflects 
His ability to enact judgment upon those who oppose Him or act unjustly—specifically targeting 
Nineveh for its past atrocities against Israel and other nations. The vivid imagery used by Nahum 
reinforces the idea that God is not only aware of human actions but actively involved in their 
consequences.

This verse also invites reflection on human humility before divine authority; if even mountains quake 
at His command, how much more should humanity recognize their place in relation to God? It 
challenges readers to consider their own lives in light of divine justice.



Conclusion

In summary, Nahum 1:5 encapsulates themes of divine power, judgment, and sovereignty through vivid 
imagery related to nature’s response to God’s presence. It serves as both a warning to oppressors like 
Nineveh and an encouragement for those who seek refuge in God amidst turmoil.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 1:6 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Nahum 1:6 states, “Who can stand before his indignation? and who can abide in the fierceness of his 
anger? his fury is poured out like fire, and the rocks are thrown down by him.” This verse serves as a 
powerful rhetorical question that emphasizes the overwhelming nature of God’s wrath against His 
enemies. The context of this verse is crucial for understanding its implications, particularly in relation 
to the impending judgment upon Nineveh, the capital of Assyria.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Who can stand before his indignation?”

• This opening rhetorical question highlights the futility of opposing God when He is 
angry. The term “indignation” translates from the Hebrew word “za’am,” which conveys 
a sense of intense rage or boiling anger. The use of “who” implies that no one possesses 
the ability or strength to withstand God’s wrath. It sets a tone of inevitability regarding 
divine judgment.

2. “and who can abide in the fierceness of his anger?”

• Similar to the first question, this phrase reinforces the idea that enduring God’s anger is 
impossible for any creature. The word “abide” suggests a prolonged state; thus, it 
indicates that not only is survival unlikely during an outpouring of divine wrath, but 
even temporary endurance is beyond human capability.

3. “his fury is poured out like fire,”

• Here, Nahum uses vivid imagery to describe God’s fury as being akin to fire—an 
uncontrollable and destructive force. Fire symbolizes purification but also destruction; it 
consumes everything in its path without mercy. This metaphor serves to illustrate how 
devastating God’s anger can be when unleashed upon those who oppose Him.

4. “and the rocks are thrown down by him.”

• The final part of this verse illustrates the extent of God’s power over creation itself. The 
imagery of rocks being thrown down signifies not just physical destruction but also 
conveys a sense of total dominance over natural elements. It suggests that if even solid 
rock cannot withstand His fury, then human beings are utterly powerless against it.

Theological Implications

This verse encapsulates a central theme in Nahum’s prophecy: God’s sovereignty and justice in 
punishing evil nations, particularly Assyria for its cruelty and oppression. It serves as both a warning 



and an affirmation for those who trust in God; while His wrath is fearsome against His enemies, it also 
reassures believers that justice will ultimately prevail.

The rhetorical questions compel readers to reflect on their own standing before God and recognize their 
vulnerability without His mercy. They emphasize that divine judgment is not arbitrary but rooted in 
God’s righteous character.

Conclusion

Nahum 1:6 stands as a stark reminder of God’s holiness and justice. It challenges readers to consider 
their relationship with Him and underscores the certainty that no one can escape His judgment when He 
chooses to act against sin and injustice.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 1:7 (KJV)

Introduction to Nahum 1:7

Nahum is a prophetic book in the Old Testament that focuses primarily on the impending judgment of 
Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire. The verse in question, Nahum 1:7, provides a profound 
insight into God’s character, particularly His goodness and protective nature towards those who trust in 
Him. This commentary will explore the theological implications of this verse, its context within the 
chapter, and its relevance for believers today.

Text of Nahum 1:7 (KJV)

“The Lord is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble; and he knoweth them that trust in him.”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “The Lord is good”

• This opening declaration emphasizes the inherent goodness of God. In Hebrew thought, 
goodness encompasses not only moral purity but also kindness and benevolence. The 
assertion that “the Lord is good” serves as a foundation for understanding His actions 
throughout history and particularly in times of distress.

2. “a strong hold in the day of trouble”

• The term “strong hold” refers to a place of safety or refuge. In ancient times, cities often 
had fortified walls or citadels where people could seek protection during attacks or 
disasters. Here, God is depicted as that ultimate refuge for His people during times of 
crisis. The phrase “in the day of trouble” indicates that troubles are inevitable; however, 
it reassures believers that they have a reliable source of strength and security.

3. “and he knoweth them that trust in him.”

• This concluding part highlights God’s intimate knowledge of those who place their faith 
in Him. The verb “knoweth” implies more than mere awareness; it suggests an active 
relationship characterized by care and concern. God’s recognition of those who trust 
Him assures believers that they are not forgotten or abandoned during difficult times.



Contextual Considerations

In the broader context of Nahum 1, this verse stands out as a beacon of hope amidst prophecies of 
judgment against Nineveh. While Nahum proclaims God’s wrath against wickedness—particularly 
against oppressors like Assyria—he simultaneously reassures Israel (and all who trust in God) that 
divine mercy and protection are available to them.

The surrounding verses depict God as powerful and just, capable of executing judgment against evil 
while also being compassionate toward His faithful followers. This duality reinforces the idea that 
while God judges sin, He remains a refuge for those who seek Him earnestly.

Theological Implications

Nahum 1:7 encapsulates several key theological themes:

• God’s Goodness: It affirms that God’s nature is fundamentally good, which serves as a basis 
for His actions.

• Divine Protection: It underscores God’s role as protector during adversity—a theme prevalent 
throughout Scripture (e.g., Psalm 46:1).

• Faithfulness to Believers: It highlights God’s personal relationship with those who trust Him, 
emphasizing His commitment to their well-being even amid turmoil.

This verse encourages believers to rely on God’s goodness and strength when facing life’s challenges, 
reminding them that their faith does not go unnoticed by God.

Conclusion

In summary, Nahum 1:7 offers profound comfort and assurance to believers about God’s character as 
both good and protective. It serves as an invitation to trust in Him fully during difficult times while also 
affirming His intimate knowledge and care for those who do so.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 1:8 (KJV)

Context of Nahum 1:8

The Book of Nahum is a prophetic text that focuses on the impending judgment and destruction of 
Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire. This prophecy comes after the fall of Thebes and serves as 
a warning to Nineveh for its cruelty and idolatry. Nahum’s message emphasizes God’s sovereignty and 
justice, portraying Him as a powerful judge who will not allow wickedness to go unpunished.

Analysis of Nahum 1:8

The verse reads: “But with an overrunning flood he will make an utter end of the place thereof, and 
darkness shall pursue his enemies.”

1. “But with an overrunning flood”
The phrase “overrunning flood” suggests a sudden and overwhelming force. This imagery can 
be interpreted both literally and metaphorically. Historically, it has been suggested that the 
Euphrates River overflowed its banks during the siege of Nineveh, contributing to its downfall. 



This natural disaster could symbolize divine intervention in bringing about judgment against 
Nineveh.

2. “he will make an utter end of the place thereof”
The term “utter end” indicates total destruction without any possibility of recovery or 
restoration. This reflects God’s decisive action against Nineveh, emphasizing that their time for 
repentance has passed, and now they face inevitable judgment. The use of “place” refers 
specifically to Nineveh itself, highlighting that this city, once powerful and proud, will be 
completely eradicated.

3. “and darkness shall pursue his enemies”
The imagery of darkness pursuing enemies conveys a sense of relentless calamity that will 
follow those who oppose God. Darkness often symbolizes chaos, evil, or divine judgment in 
biblical literature. In this context, it suggests that those who have acted wickedly will not escape 
their fate; calamity will relentlessly chase them until they are destroyed.

Theological Implications

Nahum 1:8 serves as a stark reminder of God’s justice and power over nations and individuals alike. It 
illustrates that while God is patient with sinners for a time, there comes a moment when His wrath is 
unleashed against persistent wickedness. The prophecy also reassures the faithful that God sees 
injustice and will act decisively against it.

This verse encapsulates key themes in Nahum’s prophecy: divine retribution against evil, the certainty 
of judgment for oppressors like Assyria, and the ultimate triumph of God’s righteousness over human 
sinfulness.

Conclusion

In summary, Nahum 1:8 vividly portrays God’s impending judgment on Nineveh through powerful 
imagery of floods and darkness. It underscores His authority as judge while serving as both a warning 
to others who might follow in Nineveh’s footsteps and a comfort to those who suffer under oppression.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 1:9 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Nahum 1:9 states, “What do ye imagine against the Lord? he will make an utter end: affliction shall not 
rise up the second time.” This verse is part of a prophetic message delivered by Nahum, focusing on the 
impending judgment of God against Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire. The context of this 
verse highlights God’s sovereignty and power over His enemies, emphasizing that His judgments are 
final and complete.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “What do ye imagine against the Lord?”

• This rhetorical question challenges those who oppose God or plot against Him. It 
implies that any schemes devised against God are futile and foolish. The use of 



“imagine” suggests that these thoughts are not grounded in reality but rather in 
misguided perceptions of strength or capability against divine authority.

2. “he will make an utter end:”

• The phrase “make an utter end” signifies total destruction. It indicates that God’s 
judgment will not be partial or temporary; it will be absolute and irrevocable. This 
reinforces the idea that when God decides to act against His adversaries, He does so with 
complete authority and effectiveness.

3. “affliction shall not rise up the second time.”

• This part of the verse assures that once God has executed His judgment, there will be no 
need for repeated actions or further afflictions upon His enemies. The implication is that 
God’s punishment will be so thorough that it will eliminate any possibility of resurgence 
or rebellion from those who have been judged.

Theological Implications

This verse encapsulates several important theological themes:

• God’s Sovereignty: It emphasizes God’s ultimate control over all nations and peoples. No 
matter how powerful they may seem, they cannot stand against His will.

• Finality of Judgment: The assurance that affliction will not rise again speaks to the 
permanence of God’s justice. Once He has acted, there is no turning back; His decisions are 
final.

• Encouragement for Believers: For those who trust in God, this verse serves as a reminder of 
divine protection. While enemies may plot and scheme, believers can rest assured that God’s 
power is greater than any opposition they might face.

Historical Context

Nahum prophesied during a time when Assyria was at its height but also facing internal strife and 
external threats. The prophecy serves as both a warning to Nineveh about their impending doom due to 
their wickedness and a comfort to Israel, who had suffered under Assyrian oppression. Understanding 
this historical backdrop enhances our comprehension of Nahum’s message regarding divine retribution.

Conclusion

In summary, Nahum 1:9 serves as a powerful declaration about God’s authority over human affairs and 
His ability to bring about complete justice without need for repetition. It reassures believers of God’s 
protective nature while warning adversaries about the futility of opposing Him.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 1:10 (KJV)

Text of Nahum 1:10 (KJV)
“For while they be folden together as thorns, and while they are drunken as drunkards, they shall be 
devoured as stubble fully dry.”



Contextual Background
The Book of Nahum is a prophetic text that primarily focuses on the impending judgment of Nineveh, 
the capital of the Assyrian Empire. This prophecy comes after the fall of Thebes and serves as a 
warning to Nineveh about its impending destruction due to its wickedness and cruelty. Nahum’s vivid 
imagery and metaphors serve to illustrate the futility of opposing God and the certainty of divine 
judgment.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “For while they be folden together as thorns”
The phrase “folden together” suggests a sense of unity or collaboration among those who are 
plotting against God or His people. The comparison to “thorns” indicates that their unity is not 
beneficial but rather harmful. Thorns are often associated with pain and danger; thus, this 
imagery implies that their collective efforts will lead to self-destruction. Thorns can entangle 
and cause injury, symbolizing how their schemes will ultimately ensnare them.

2. “and while they are drunken as drunkards”
The term “drunken” here metaphorically represents confusion, lack of clarity, and loss of 
control. Just as drunkards act irrationally and without sound judgment, so too will these 
individuals find themselves in a state of chaos when facing God’s judgment. This drunkenness 
can also imply indulgence in sin and rebellion against God’s laws, leading to moral decay.

3. “they shall be devoured as stubble fully dry.”
The conclusion of this verse emphasizes the inevitable destruction awaiting those who oppose 
God. “Devoured” indicates complete annihilation, while “stubble fully dry” refers to something 
that is easily consumed by fire due to its lack of moisture—symbolizing vulnerability and 
fragility. Stubble is often used in agricultural contexts where it is burned after harvest; thus, this 
imagery reinforces the idea that these individuals will face swift and total destruction.

Theological Implications
Nahum 1:10 serves as a stark reminder of God’s sovereignty over nations and His ability to execute 
justice against those who rebel against Him. It illustrates the futility of human plans when they stand in 
opposition to divine will. The passage encourages readers to recognize the seriousness of sin and the 
consequences that follow unrepentant behavior.

Furthermore, it reflects on God’s patience with sinners but also highlights His ultimate justice—no one 
can escape His judgment when it is time for reckoning. This duality showcases God’s nature: He is 
both merciful and just.

Conclusion
In summary, Nahum 1:10 uses powerful imagery to convey a message about unity in wickedness 
leading to self-destruction through divine judgment. It serves as both a warning for those who oppose 
God and an assurance for believers that justice will prevail.



Verse Commentary on Nahum 1:11 (KJV)

Text of Nahum 1:11 (KJV)
“There is one come out of thee, that imagineth evil against the LORD, a wicked counsellor.”

Contextual Background
The Book of Nahum is a prophetic text that primarily addresses the impending judgment and 
destruction of Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire. Nahum’s prophecy comes after the fall of 
Israel to Assyria and serves as a message of comfort to Judah, assuring them that God will avenge their 
suffering at the hands of their oppressors. The verse in question, Nahum 1:11, highlights the nature of 
those who oppose God and His people.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “There is one come out of thee”
This phrase indicates that the individual referred to originates from Nineveh or possibly from 
within its leadership. It suggests a betrayal from within, emphasizing that this wicked counselor 
is not an external enemy but rather someone who has risen from among them. This can be 
interpreted as a warning about internal corruption and treachery.

2. “that imagineth evil against the LORD”
The term “imagineth” implies a deliberate plotting or scheming. This individual is not merely 
thinking ill thoughts; they are actively devising plans against God Himself. The phrase 
underscores the audacity and folly of attempting to conspire against an omnipotent deity. It 
reflects a broader theme in scripture where human attempts to thwart God’s purposes are 
ultimately futile.

3. “a wicked counsellor”
The designation “wicked counsellor” characterizes this person as morally corrupt and deceitful. 
In biblical literature, counselors often hold positions of influence and power, advising kings and 
leaders. Thus, this title carries significant weight; it suggests that those in positions of authority 
can lead others astray through their malevolent advice.

Theological Implications
This verse serves several theological purposes:

• Divine Sovereignty: It reinforces the idea that God is sovereign over all nations and their 
rulers. Despite human schemes against Him, He remains in control.

• Judgment on Evil: The mention of a “wicked counsellor” foreshadows divine judgment not 
only on Nineveh but also on those who plot evil against God’s purposes.

• Warning Against Rebellion: This serves as a cautionary tale for both individuals and nations 
about the consequences of rebelling against God.

Historical Context
Historically, Assyria was known for its brutality and oppression, particularly towards Israel and Judah. 
Leaders like Sennacherib exemplified this wickedness through their actions against God’s people. The 
prophecy thus resonates with historical realities faced by those living during Nahum’s time.



Conclusion
Nahum 1:11 encapsulates a profound warning about internal betrayal and rebellion against God’s 
authority while affirming His ultimate power over human affairs. It highlights how even those who rise 
from within can become agents of evil when they turn away from righteousness.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 1:12 (KJV)

Introduction to the Context of Nahum

The book of Nahum is a prophetic text that addresses the impending judgment and destruction of 
Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire. This prophecy comes at a time when Assyria was known 
for its cruelty and oppression, particularly against Israel and Judah. Nahum’s message serves as both a 
warning to Nineveh and a source of comfort to the people of Judah, assuring them that God will avenge 
their suffering.

Analysis of Nahum 1:12

The verse reads: “Thus saith the Lord; Though they be quiet, and likewise many, yet thus shall they be 
cut down, when he shall pass through.”

1. “Thus saith the Lord;”

• This phrase establishes the authority of the message. It indicates that what follows is not 
merely Nahum’s opinion but a direct proclamation from God Himself. The use of this 
phrase emphasizes divine authority and certainty regarding the fate of Nineveh.

2. “Though they be quiet,”

• The term “quiet” suggests a state of peace or security that Nineveh might have felt due 
to its fortified position and military strength. It implies complacency or false confidence 
among the Assyrians, who believed they were safe from any threats.

3. “and likewise many,”

• The reference to “many” highlights the numerical strength of Nineveh’s forces or its 
population. Despite their large numbers, which could suggest invincibility or dominance, 
this verse underscores that human strength is ultimately futile against divine judgment.

4. “yet thus shall they be cut down,”

• The phrase “cut down” conveys a sense of sudden destruction or defeat. It indicates that 
despite their apparent security and strength, God has determined their end. This serves as 
a stark reminder that no amount of human power can withstand God’s will.

5. “when he shall pass through.”

• The mention of “he” refers to God executing judgment upon Nineveh. The imagery here 
suggests an active intervention by God in history—He will not merely allow events to 
unfold but will directly engage in bringing about justice against those who oppose Him.



Theological Implications

This verse encapsulates several key theological themes:

• Divine Sovereignty: It reaffirms God’s ultimate control over nations and empires. No matter 
how powerful they may seem, all are subject to His authority.

• Judgment Against Evil: The prophecy serves as a warning against complacency in sin and 
rebellion against God’s commandments. It illustrates that even those who appear secure in their 
wrongdoing will face consequences.

• Hope for the Oppressed: For Judah, this message is one of hope; it reassures them that God 
sees their suffering at the hands of Assyria and will act decisively on their behalf.

Conclusion

Nahum 1:12 serves as a powerful reminder that human strength is insignificant compared to divine 
power. It calls for reflection on our own reliance on worldly security rather than trusting in God’s 
sovereignty and justice.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 1:13 (KJV)

Introduction to Nahum and Context of the Verse

The Book of Nahum is one of the twelve minor prophets in the Old Testament, focusing primarily on 
the impending judgment against Nineveh, the capital of Assyria. Nahum’s prophecies are directed 
towards the people of Judah, offering them hope and reassurance amid their suffering under Assyrian 
oppression. The verse in question, Nahum 1:13, serves as a pivotal declaration of God’s promise to 
liberate His people from their burdens.

Text of Nahum 1:13

The King James Version (KJV) reads: “For now will I break his yoke from off thee, and will burst thy 
bonds in sunder.”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “For now will I break his yoke from off thee”

• The term “yoke” symbolizes oppression and servitude. In ancient times, a yoke was used 
to harness oxen for plowing fields or pulling loads. Here, it represents the heavy burden 
that Judah has been forced to bear under Assyrian rule. The phrase indicates a decisive 
action by God; “I will break” signifies divine intervention and authority over oppressive 
forces.

• The use of “now” suggests immediacy and urgency in God’s promise. It implies that a 
change is imminent, contrasting with past sufferings endured by the people.

2. “and will burst thy bonds in sunder.”



• “Bonds” refers to chains or restraints that confine or restrict freedom. This imagery 
reinforces the theme of liberation; God is not merely alleviating suffering but completely 
dismantling the mechanisms of oppression.

• The phrase “in sunder” means to break apart violently or forcefully. This emphasizes 
God’s power to not only remove restrictions but to do so decisively and thoroughly.

Theological Implications

This verse encapsulates several key theological themes:

• Divine Deliverance: The promise made by God through Nahum reassures the people that He is 
aware of their plight and is actively working towards their deliverance. This reflects a broader 
biblical theme where God intervenes on behalf of His people during times of distress.

• God’s Sovereignty: The declaration emphasizes God’s ultimate authority over nations and 
rulers. Despite Assyria’s might, God asserts His power to liberate His chosen people.

• Hope for the Oppressed: For the Israelites living under oppression, this message serves as a 
beacon of hope. It reassures them that their suffering is not overlooked and that restoration is 
forthcoming.

Historical Context

Historically, this prophecy comes at a time when Judah was experiencing significant pressure from 
Assyria after Israel had already fallen into captivity due to Assyrian conquest. The mention of breaking 
yokes and bonds can be understood against this backdrop—Judah had been paying tribute to Assyria as 
part of their subjugation (as referenced in 2 Kings 17:14). Thus, Nahum’s message would resonate 
deeply with those who felt trapped by foreign powers.

Conclusion

Nahum 1:13 stands as a powerful proclamation of liberation for Judah amidst oppression. It highlights 
God’s commitment to His covenant people and His ability to deliver them from bondage. This verse 
not only speaks to historical circumstances but also offers timeless truths about God’s nature as a 
liberator who cares for those who suffer injustice.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 1:14 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Nahum 1:14 states, “And the LORD hath given a commandment concerning thee, that no more of thy 
name be sown: out of the house of thy gods will I cut off the graven image and the molten image: I will 
make thy grave; for thou art vile.” This verse is part of a prophetic declaration against Nineveh, the 
capital of the Assyrian Empire, which had been notorious for its cruelty and idolatry. The context of 
this prophecy is crucial to understanding its implications and significance.



Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “And the LORD hath given a commandment concerning thee”

• This phrase establishes that the message originates from God Himself. It emphasizes 
divine authority in pronouncing judgment against Nineveh. The use of “commandment” 
indicates that this is not merely a suggestion or warning but a definitive decree from 
God.

2. “that no more of thy name be sown”

• The term “sown” metaphorically refers to the propagation or continuation of Nineveh’s 
legacy and influence. To say that their name will no longer be sown implies complete 
obliteration from history and memory. This reflects God’s intention to eradicate any 
remembrance of Nineveh due to its wickedness.

3. “out of the house of thy gods will I cut off the graven image and the molten image”

• Here, God declares His intent to destroy both graven images (idols carved from wood or 
stone) and molten images (idols cast from metal). This signifies not only physical 
destruction but also a rejection of idolatry itself. The “house of thy gods” refers to 
temples dedicated to these idols, indicating that even their places of worship will face 
divine judgment.

4. “I will make thy grave; for thou art vile.”

• The phrase “I will make thy grave” suggests finality in judgment—Nineveh’s fate is 
sealed. The word “vile,” which can mean worthless or despicable, underscores God’s 
disdain for Nineveh’s actions and character. This condemnation highlights that their 
moral corruption has led them to deserve such punishment.

Theological Implications

This verse encapsulates several theological themes:

• Divine Judgment: It illustrates God’s role as judge who holds nations accountable for their 
actions, particularly regarding oppression and idolatry.

• Idolatry’s Consequences: By emphasizing the destruction of idols, it serves as a warning 
against placing trust in false gods rather than in Yahweh.

• Historical Erasure: The promise that Nineveh’s name will not be remembered reflects a 
broader biblical theme where God removes those who oppose Him from history.

Conclusion

Nahum 1:14 serves as a powerful reminder of God’s sovereignty over nations and His commitment to 
justice. It reassures believers that despite present circumstances, God ultimately prevails over evil and 
injustice.



Verse Commentary on Nahum 1:15 (KJV)

Text of Nahum 1:15 (KJV)
“Behold upon the mountains the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace! O Judah, 
keep thy solemn feasts, perform thy vows: for the wicked shall no more pass through thee; he is utterly 
cut off.”

Contextual Background
The Book of Nahum is a prophetic text that addresses the impending judgment against Nineveh, the 
capital of Assyria. This prophecy comes after the fall of Thebes and serves as a message of hope and 
reassurance to Judah. The Assyrians had been a significant threat to Israel and Judah, known for their 
brutality and oppression. In this context, Nahum’s message emphasizes God’s sovereignty and justice.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Behold upon the mountains”
The term “behold” serves as an imperative call to attention. It invites the audience to observe 
something significant—specifically, messengers arriving from afar. The “mountains” symbolize 
elevated places where watchmen would typically stand to look out for approaching news or 
armies. This imagery conveys both anticipation and joy.

2. “the feet of him that bringeth good tidings”
This phrase highlights the role of a messenger (often referred to as a herald) who brings news of 
victory or deliverance. In ancient cultures, such messengers were celebrated because they 
announced peace and safety after conflict. The use of “feet” suggests urgency and movement, 
indicating that these tidings are not only important but also imminent.

3. “that publisheth peace!”
The proclamation of peace signifies the end of hostilities and the restoration of order. In this 
context, it refers to God’s promise to Judah that their suffering under Assyrian oppression will 
cease. Peace here is not merely an absence of conflict but encompasses wholeness and well-
being for God’s people.

4. “O Judah, keep thy solemn feasts, perform thy vows:”
This exhortation calls upon Judah to engage in worship and remembrance through their 
religious practices. “Solemn feasts” refer to specific festivals outlined in Mosaic Law (such as 
Passover or Pentecost), which were times for communal celebration and reflection on God’s 
faithfulness. Performing vows indicates a commitment to fulfill promises made before God, 
reinforcing their covenant relationship with Him.

5. “for the wicked shall no more pass through thee;”
This statement provides assurance that those who have oppressed Judah—the Assyrians—will 
be removed entirely from their midst. The term “wicked” specifically refers to those who act 
unjustly against God’s people.

6. “he is utterly cut off.”
This final declaration emphasizes total destruction or removal from existence regarding the 



oppressor (Nineveh). It signifies not just defeat but complete annihilation as part of divine 
judgment against evil.

Theological Implications
Nahum 1:15 encapsulates themes central to biblical theology: divine justice, hope for deliverance, and 
encouragement for faithful worship amidst adversity. It reassures believers that God sees their suffering 
and will act decisively against injustice while calling them back into covenant faithfulness.

This verse serves as both a warning against complacency in worship practices during times of trouble 
and an encouragement that God’s ultimate plan includes restoration and peace for His people.

In summary, Nahum 1:15 presents a powerful message about God’s intervention in history on behalf of 
His people while urging them towards faithful observance of their religious duties in light of His 
promises.

CHAPTER 2:

Verse Commentary on Nahum 2:1 (KJV)

Text of Nahum 2:1 (KJV)
“He that dasheth in pieces is come up before thy face: keep the munition, watch the way, make thy 
loins strong, fortify thy power mightily.”

Contextual Background
The Book of Nahum is a prophetic text that focuses on the impending judgment and destruction of 
Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire. This chapter serves as a vivid portrayal of the siege 
against Nineveh and emphasizes themes of divine retribution against cruelty and oppression. The 
prophecy is directed towards Nineveh, which had been a significant oppressor of Israel.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “He that dasheth in pieces is come up before thy face:”
This phrase introduces the imminent threat to Nineveh. The term “dasheth in pieces” suggests 
violent destruction, indicating that an enemy force is approaching with the intent to annihilate. 
The use of “before thy face” implies that this threat is not only real but also immediate and 
unavoidable. It evokes a sense of urgency for the inhabitants of Nineveh to recognize their peril.

2. “keep the munition:”
The command to “keep the munition” refers to maintaining and guarding their defenses—
specifically their weapons and fortifications. This reflects military preparedness; however, it 
also hints at futility since the prophecy indicates that destruction is inevitable due to divine 
judgment.

3. “watch the way:”
This directive emphasizes vigilance. The phrase suggests that those within Nineveh should be 
alert to any signs of attack or movement from their enemies. It underscores a defensive posture, 
urging them to be aware of potential breaches in their defenses.



4. “make thy loins strong:”
This metaphorical expression calls for physical readiness and mental fortitude among the 
defenders. In ancient times, warriors would gird their loins (tighten their garments) in 
preparation for battle, symbolizing readiness for action and resilience in facing adversity.

5. “fortify thy power mightily:”
This final exhortation reinforces the need for strength and reinforcement of defenses. The 
repetition of strength (“fortify,” “power,” “mightily”) conveys an urgent call to bolster their 
military capabilities against an overwhelming foe.

Thematic Implications
Nahum 2:1 encapsulates themes central to prophetic literature: warning, accountability, and divine 
justice. It serves as both a call to arms for Nineveh’s defenders while simultaneously foreshadowing 
their doom due to past transgressions against Israel. The imagery used throughout this verse paints a 
picture not just of physical conflict but also moral reckoning.

This verse can be seen as part of a larger narrative where God’s sovereignty over nations is highlighted
—showing that despite human efforts at defense or warfare, divine will ultimately prevails.

In summary, Nahum 2:1 serves as a poignant reminder of impending judgment while illustrating key 
elements such as vigilance, preparation for battle, and recognition of one’s dire situation when faced 
with inevitable consequences.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 2:2 (KJV)

Introduction to the Context of Nahum 2:2

The Book of Nahum is a prophetic text in the Old Testament that primarily addresses the impending 
destruction of Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire. This chapter, particularly verse 2, serves as 
a pivotal point in understanding God’s judgment against Nineveh for its cruelty and oppression of 
Israel. The context surrounding this verse involves a vivid portrayal of military conflict and divine 
retribution.

Text of Nahum 2:2 (KJV)

“For the Lord hath turned away the excellency of Jacob, as the excellency of Israel: for the emptiers 
have emptied them out, and marred their vine branches.”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “For the Lord hath turned away the excellency of Jacob”

• This phrase indicates that God has withdrawn His favor from Jacob, which symbolizes 
Israel. The term “excellency” refers to Israel’s former glory and status as God’s chosen 
people. The withdrawal signifies a period where Israel faces consequences due to its 
disobedience and sinfulness.

2. “as the excellency of Israel”



• Here, “Israel” is used interchangeably with “Jacob,” emphasizing that both names refer 
to God’s covenant people. The repetition reinforces that this judgment affects all tribes 
collectively, highlighting their shared identity and fate.

3. “for the emptiers have emptied them out”

• The term “emptiers” likely refers to invading forces, specifically those who have come 
to plunder and destroy. This phrase suggests total devastation—both physical and 
spiritual—implying that these invaders have stripped Israel of its resources and dignity.

4. “and marred their vine branches.”

• Vines are often symbolic in biblical literature for prosperity and blessing (see Isaiah 5:1-
7). To “mar” or damage these branches indicates not only economic ruin but also a loss 
of hope and vitality within the community. It reflects how deeply the invasion affects 
every aspect of life in Israel.

Theological Implications

This verse encapsulates themes central to Nahum’s message: divine justice, national identity, and 
restoration after judgment. It illustrates how God uses foreign powers as instruments for His purposes
—punishing His people while simultaneously setting the stage for future restoration.

1. Divine Justice: The withdrawal of God’s favor serves as a reminder that disobedience leads to 
consequences.

2. National Identity: By referring to both Jacob and Israel, Nahum emphasizes that despite their 
failings, they remain God’s chosen people with an enduring identity.

3. Hope for Restoration: While this verse speaks to judgment, it also implies that such actions are 
part of a larger divine plan which may lead to eventual restoration once repentance occurs.

Conclusion

Nahum 2:2 serves as a powerful reminder of God’s sovereignty over nations and His ability to use 
circumstances for His purposes. It highlights both judgment against sin and hints at future hope for 
restoration—a theme prevalent throughout prophetic literature in Scripture.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 2:3 (KJV)

Introduction to Nahum 2:3

The book of Nahum is a prophetic text that focuses on the impending judgment and destruction of 
Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire. This verse, Nahum 2:3, provides a vivid depiction of the 
military might and preparations of the Assyrians as they prepare for battle. The imagery used in this 
verse serves to illustrate both their ferocity and the divine judgment that is about to befall them.

Text of Nahum 2:3 (KJV)

“The shield of his mighty men is made red, the valiant men are in scarlet, the chariots shall be with 
flaming torches in the day of his preparation, and the fir trees shall be terribly shaken.”



Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “The shield of his mighty men is made red”

• This phrase suggests that the shields used by the Assyrian warriors are not only 
functional but also strikingly colored. The color red may symbolize bloodshed or 
violence, indicating that these warriors are prepared for battle and ready to engage in 
conflict. The use of “mighty men” emphasizes their strength and valor, portraying them 
as formidable opponents.

2. “The valiant men are in scarlet”

• The mention of “valiant men” reinforces their bravery and readiness for war. Scarlet 
clothing could signify nobility or high rank among soldiers, as well as a psychological 
tactic to instill fear in their enemies. Additionally, it may again allude to bloodshed, 
suggesting that these soldiers are accustomed to violence and warfare.

3. “The chariots shall be with flaming torches”

• Chariots were essential components of ancient warfare, providing mobility and speed on 
the battlefield. The imagery of “flaming torches” evokes a sense of urgency and chaos; it 
suggests that these chariots move swiftly like lightning across the battlefield, 
illuminating their path while also creating an intimidating spectacle for those who 
witness them.

4. “In the day of his preparation”

• This phrase indicates a specific time when these preparations are taking place—likely 
referring to an imminent attack or siege against Nineveh’s enemies. It underscores that 
this moment has been orchestrated by God’s providence as part of His plan for judgment 
against Nineveh.

5. “And the fir trees shall be terribly shaken.”

• The final part introduces a natural element into this military scene. The shaking fir trees 
can symbolize both physical destruction caused by warfare and metaphorical upheaval 
due to divine intervention. It suggests that not only human structures but also nature 
itself will respond to God’s judgment against Nineveh.

Overall Interpretation

Nahum 2:3 paints a dramatic picture of an impending assault characterized by intense preparation and 
overwhelming power from the Assyrian forces. The vivid imagery serves multiple purposes: it 
illustrates both the mightiness of Nineveh’s military capabilities while simultaneously foreshadowing 
its downfall due to divine retribution for its cruelty and oppression against Israel.

This verse encapsulates one central theme found throughout Nahum—the certainty of God’s judgment 
upon those who perpetrate injustice—and serves as a warning about prideful militarism devoid of 
moral integrity.



Conclusion

In summary, Nahum 2:3 uses powerful imagery to convey themes related to military strength, 
impending doom, and divine justice. It reflects on how God orchestrates events leading to judgment 
against nations that have acted ruthlessly towards others.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 2:4 (KJV)

Introduction to Nahum 2:4

The Book of Nahum is a prophetic text in the Old Testament that focuses primarily on the impending 
judgment and destruction of Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire. This verse, Nahum 2:4, is 
part of a vivid description of the chaos and devastation that will accompany the siege and fall of this 
great city. The verse reads as follows in the King James Version (KJV):

“The chariots shall rage in the streets, they shall justle one against another in the broad ways: they shall 
seem like torches, they shall run like the lightnings.”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “The chariots shall rage in the streets”

• This phrase sets a scene of intense conflict and turmoil. Chariots were significant 
military assets in ancient warfare, symbolizing speed and power. The term “rage” 
suggests not only physical movement but also a sense of uncontrolled violence and 
chaos as these war machines clash within the urban environment of Nineveh.

2. “they shall justle one against another in the broad ways”

• The word “justle” implies a violent collision or jostling among chariots, indicating 
confusion and disorder during battle. The mention of “broad ways” highlights that even 
major thoroughfares are not safe from this chaos; it emphasizes how widespread and 
engulfing the conflict will be throughout Nineveh.

3. “they shall seem like torches”

• This imagery evokes a visual spectacle where chariots appear to be ablaze or glowing as 
they move rapidly through the streets. It can symbolize both destruction and illumination 
amidst darkness—perhaps suggesting that while there is chaos, there is also an unveiling 
of divine judgment upon Nineveh.

4. “they shall run like the lightnings.”

• The comparison to lightning conveys swiftness and suddenness. Lightning strikes are 
quick and powerful, much like how an invading army can overwhelm a city 
unexpectedly. This simile reinforces the idea that God’s judgment will come swiftly 
upon Nineveh, leaving little time for defense or escape.

Contextual Significance

Nahum’s prophecy serves as both a warning to Nineveh about its impending doom due to its cruelty 
towards Israel and an assurance to Judah that their oppressors will face divine retribution. The chaotic 



imagery in this verse reflects not only physical destruction but also spiritual significance—the downfall 
of a nation that has defied God’s justice.

In broader terms, this passage illustrates God’s sovereignty over nations; He uses even military might 
(represented by chariots) to fulfill His purposes. For Judah, this prophecy would provide hope amidst 
their suffering under Assyrian oppression.

Conclusion

Nahum 2:4 encapsulates themes of divine judgment through vivid imagery depicting chaos during 
warfare. It serves as a reminder of God’s control over history and His promise to deliver His people 
from oppression while executing justice against those who have wronged them.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 2:5 (KJV)

Introduction to the Context of Nahum 2:5

The Book of Nahum is a prophetic text in the Old Testament that primarily focuses on the impending 
destruction of Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire. This chapter, particularly verse 5, depicts a 
vivid scene of battle and the chaos that ensues as enemies approach the city. The prophet Nahum 
conveys God’s judgment against Nineveh for its cruelty and oppression, especially towards Israel.

Analysis of Nahum 2:5

The King James Version (KJV) renders Nahum 2:5 as follows:

“He shall recount his worthies: they shall stumble in their walk; they shall make haste to the wall 
thereof, and the defence shall be prepared.”

1. “He shall recount his worthies:”

• This phrase suggests that a leader or king is calling upon his most esteemed warriors or 
heroes. The term “worthies” refers to those who are valorous and distinguished in battle. 
In this context, it implies that the Assyrian king is rallying his best fighters in response to 
an imminent threat.

2. “they shall stumble in their walk;”

• The imagery here indicates confusion or disarray among the soldiers as they prepare for 
battle. The word “stumble” can imply a lack of coordination or fear among the troops. 
This reflects not only physical stumbling but also metaphorical stumbling—indicating 
that despite their preparation, they are overwhelmed by anxiety or dread about facing 
their enemies.

3. “they shall make haste to the wall thereof,”

• This part of the verse illustrates urgency as these warriors rush to defend their city’s 
walls against an attacking force. The “wall” symbolizes both physical protection and a 
strategic point of defense. The urgency suggests that they recognize the seriousness of 
their situation and are compelled to act quickly.

4. “and the defence shall be prepared.”



• This concluding phrase indicates that preparations for defense are underway, 
highlighting a sense of impending conflict. However, it also carries an ironic tone; while 
defenses may be set up, there is an underlying implication that these efforts will 
ultimately be futile against divine judgment.

Theological Implications

Nahum 2:5 serves as a stark reminder of God’s sovereignty over nations and His ability to bring 
judgment upon those who oppress His people. The chaotic scene described emphasizes not only human 
efforts at defense but also foreshadows their inevitable failure due to divine intervention.

Conclusion

In summary, Nahum 2:5 encapsulates themes of military might juxtaposed with vulnerability in the 
face of divine judgment. It portrays a moment where human strength is rendered ineffective against 
God’s will, illustrating both historical context and theological significance regarding justice and 
retribution.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 2:6 (KJV)

Text of the Verse Nahum 2:6 (KJV) states: “The gates of the rivers shall be opened, and the palace 
shall be dissolved.”

Contextual Background The Book of Nahum is a prophetic text that primarily focuses on the 
impending judgment and destruction of Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire. This prophecy 
comes at a time when Nineveh was known for its cruelty and oppression, particularly against Israel. 
Nahum’s message serves as both a warning to Nineveh and a source of hope for Judah, assuring them 
that God will bring justice against their oppressors.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “The gates of the rivers shall be opened”

• This phrase symbolizes a catastrophic event leading to the downfall of Nineveh. The 
“gates” can be understood as points of entry or barriers that protect the city from 
external threats. In ancient cities, gates were crucial for defense; thus, their opening 
signifies vulnerability and defeat.

• The mention of “rivers” likely refers to the Tigris and Euphrates rivers that were vital to 
Nineveh’s geography and economy. The opening of these gates could imply flooding or 
an invasion facilitated by water, which historically occurred during the fall of Nineveh in 
612 BC when heavy rains caused the Tigris River to overflow.

2. “and the palace shall be dissolved.”

• The term “palace” represents not only the royal residence but also symbolizes power and 
authority within Nineveh. Its dissolution indicates a complete collapse of political 
structure and governance.



• The word “dissolved” suggests not just physical destruction but also a loss of stability 
and order within society. This reflects God’s judgment against tyranny; even those who 
seem invincible will face divine retribution.

Theological Implications Nahum 2:6 encapsulates key theological themes present throughout 
Scripture:

• Divine Justice: God’s judgment is portrayed as inevitable for nations that persist in 
unrighteousness. The imagery used here emphasizes that no earthly power can withstand divine 
intervention.

• Hope for the Oppressed: For Judah, this prophecy serves as reassurance that their suffering 
under Assyrian rule will come to an end. It highlights God’s protective nature towards His 
people while simultaneously executing justice on their enemies.

Literary Structure Nahum employs vivid imagery and metaphors throughout his prophecy to convey 
urgency and gravity regarding Nineveh’s fate. The use of stark contrasts—between strength (the 
fortified city) and vulnerability (open gates)—enhances the dramatic effect intended by Nahum.

Conclusion In summary, Nahum 2:6 serves as a powerful declaration about God’s sovereignty over 
nations and His commitment to justice. It illustrates how even seemingly impregnable cities like 
Nineveh are subject to divine judgment when they engage in unrighteousness.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 2:7 (KJV)

Contextual Background

The Book of Nahum is a prophetic text in the Old Testament, primarily focusing on the impending 
destruction of Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire. This prophecy serves as a divine judgment 
against Nineveh for its cruelty and idolatry. The context surrounding Nahum 2:7 involves vivid 
imagery and poetic language that describes the siege and downfall of this once-mighty city.

Text of Nahum 2:7 (KJV)

“And Huzzab shall be led away captive, she shall be brought up, and her handmaids shall lament, as 
with the voice of doves, tabering upon their breasts.”

Analysis of Key Terms

1. Huzzab: The term “Huzzab” is subject to various interpretations among scholars. Some suggest 
it refers specifically to the queen of Nineveh, indicating her fate during the city’s fall. Others 
propose that it symbolizes Nineveh itself or represents its inhabitants collectively. The 
ambiguity surrounding this term highlights the broader theme of loss and captivity that 
permeates this verse.

2. Led Away Captive: This phrase signifies defeat and subjugation. In ancient Near Eastern 
contexts, being led away captive was a common fate for conquered peoples, symbolizing not 
just physical capture but also spiritual and cultural humiliation.



3. Brought Up: The expression “she shall be brought up” can imply elevation in status or 
position; however, in this context, it suggests a forced removal from her former glory to a state 
of disgrace and vulnerability.

4. Handmaids Lamenting: The mention of handmaids lamenting evokes an image of sorrow and 
mourning. Handmaids were typically at the bottom of the social hierarchy; their grief 
underscores the widespread despair resulting from Nineveh’s destruction.

5. Voice of Doves: Doves are often associated with gentleness and mourning in biblical literature. 
Their “voice” here symbolizes deep sorrow and lamentation, enhancing the emotional weight of 
the scene described.

6. Tabering Upon Their Breasts: The act of “tabering,” or beating upon their breasts, is a 
traditional expression of grief in many cultures, including ancient Israelite society. This gesture 
indicates profound mourning and distress over their lost city and way of life.

Thematic Implications

Nahum 2:7 encapsulates several key themes:

• Judgment Against Oppression: This verse reflects God’s judgment against Nineveh for its 
oppressive actions towards other nations.

• Loss and Mourning: It poignantly illustrates the emotional toll on those affected by war—
particularly women who often bear witness to such tragedies.

• Divine Sovereignty: The passage reinforces the idea that God is sovereign over nations; He 
determines their rise and fall based on their actions.

• Cultural Identity: The lamentation signifies not only personal loss but also a collective cultural 
identity being stripped away through conquest.

In summary, Nahum 2:7 serves as a powerful reminder of both divine justice and human suffering in 
times of conflict. It vividly portrays how even those at lower social standings—the handmaids—
experience profound grief when faced with national calamity.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 2:8 (KJV)

Contextual Background

The Book of Nahum is a prophetic text that focuses primarily on the impending destruction of Nineveh, 
the capital of the Assyrian Empire. This prophecy is significant as it reflects God’s judgment against a 
city known for its cruelty and oppression. Nahum’s vivid imagery and poetic structure serve to convey 
the gravity of Nineveh’s fate.

Analysis of Nahum 2:8

The verse reads: “But Nineveh is of old like a pool of water: yet she shall be driven away; she shall be 
in desolation, and none shall look back.”



1. “But Nineveh is of old like a pool of water:”

• This phrase suggests that Nineveh has historically been a place of stability and calmness, 
akin to a tranquil pool. The comparison to water implies that the city was once 
prosperous and secure, reflecting its past glory. The term “of old” indicates that this state 
has persisted for a long time, emphasizing the contrast between its former state and its 
impending doom.

2. “yet she shall be driven away;”

• The use of “yet” introduces a stark contrast to the previous description. Despite its 
historical stability, Nineveh is prophesied to face destruction. The phrase “driven away” 
indicates forceful expulsion or abandonment, suggesting that the inhabitants will flee in 
panic as their security crumbles.

3. “she shall be in desolation,”

• This part of the verse predicts complete ruin for Nineveh. “Desolation” conveys an 
image of utter wasteland—void of life and activity. It signifies not just physical 
destruction but also spiritual and social collapse, highlighting the consequences of their 
actions against God’s people.

4. “and none shall look back.”

• The final clause emphasizes the desperation and fear among Nineveh’s inhabitants 
during their flight from destruction. The phrase “none shall look back” suggests that they 
will be so overwhelmed by terror that they will not even consider returning to save what 
they can; instead, they will flee without hesitation or regret.

Thematic Implications

This verse encapsulates several key themes present throughout Nahum:

• Judgment: It serves as a warning about divine retribution against those who commit acts of 
violence and oppression.

• Transience of Power: The imagery contrasts past strength with future vulnerability, illustrating 
how quickly fortunes can change.

• Human Response to Crisis: The reaction described—fleeing without looking back—reflects 
human instinct in times of crisis, underscoring themes of fear and survival.

Conclusion

Nahum 2:8 serves as a powerful reminder of both God’s sovereignty over nations and His justice 
toward those who oppose Him. Through vivid imagery and stark contrasts, this verse encapsulates the 
essence of Nineveh’s downfall—a once-great city reduced to desolation due to its sins.



Verse Commentary on Nahum 2:9 (KJV)

Contextual Background

The Book of Nahum is a prophetic text that focuses on the impending destruction of Nineveh, the 
capital of the Assyrian Empire. This prophecy comes at a time when Assyria had been a dominant 
power in the ancient Near East, known for its military prowess and brutal conquests. The prophet 
Nahum delivers this message to provide comfort to the people of Judah, assuring them that divine 
justice will be served against their oppressors.

Text of Nahum 2:9 (KJV)

“Take ye the spoil of silver, take the spoil of gold: for there is no end of the store and glory of all 
goodly furniture.”

Verse Analysis

1. Imperative Command: The verse begins with an imperative command, “Take ye,” which 
signifies an urgent call to action. This command is directed towards the conquerors—likely 
referring to the Babylonians and Medes—who are about to invade Nineveh. The use of “ye” 
indicates that this is not just a suggestion but a directive from God through Nahum.

2. Spoils of War: The phrase “the spoil of silver, take the spoil of gold” emphasizes the wealth 
that Nineveh possesses. In ancient warfare, spoils were often taken from defeated cities as a 
form of victory and retribution. Silver and gold symbolize not only material wealth but also 
power and status. This highlights the richness of Nineveh, which had accumulated vast treasures 
during its reign.

3. Abundance and Glory: The continuation “for there is no end of the store” suggests an 
overwhelming abundance in Nineveh’s riches. This abundance serves as a stark contrast to what 
will soon befall the city; it implies that despite their current wealth, they will face total 
devastation. The mention of “the glory of all goodly furniture” further illustrates this point by 
indicating that even their finest possessions will be taken away.

4. Symbolism of Wealth: Wealth in biblical texts often symbolizes both blessing and curse. In this 
context, it represents Assyria’s pride and arrogance against God’s people (Israel). Their 
accumulation of wealth through oppression has led to their downfall; thus, this verse serves as a 
declaration that divine justice will reclaim what was unjustly acquired.

5. Divine Justice: The overarching theme in this verse—and indeed throughout Nahum—is God’s 
judgment against cruelty and oppression. While Assyria was once an instrument used by God 
for judgment against Israel, they are now being held accountable for their own actions against 
God’s chosen people.

6. Historical Context: Historically, Nineveh fell in 612 BC due to a coalition between several 
nations including Babylon and Media. This prophecy serves not only as a prediction but also as 
an assurance to Judah that their suffering would not go unpunished.



7. Literary Structure: This verse fits within a larger poetic structure found in Nahum 2-3, where 
vivid imagery is employed to describe both the might of Nineveh before its fall and the 
subsequent desolation it would experience.

8. Theological Implications: For contemporary readers, this passage underscores themes such as 
accountability for injustice and God’s sovereignty over nations. It serves as a reminder that no 
empire or power can escape divine scrutiny or punishment for wrongdoing.

In summary, Nahum 2:9 encapsulates key themes related to divine justice, wealth as both blessing and 
curse, and prophetic assurance regarding God’s ultimate plan for His people amidst oppression.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 2:10 (KJV)

Contextual Overview

The Book of Nahum is a prophetic text in the Old Testament that focuses primarily on the impending 
destruction of Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire. This prophecy serves as a divine judgment 
against Nineveh for its cruelty and oppression. Chapter 2 describes the siege and fall of this once-
mighty city, emphasizing themes of desolation and divine retribution.

Text of Nahum 2:10 (KJV)

“She is empty, and void, and waste: and the heart melteth, and the knees smite together, and much pain 
is in all loins, and the faces of them all gather blackness.”

Detailed Analysis

1. “She is empty, and void, and waste”

• The repetition of terms such as “empty,” “void,” and “waste” underscores the totality of 
Nineveh’s destruction. In Hebrew literature, such emphatic language conveys not just 
physical emptiness but also spiritual desolation. The original Hebrew words used here 
are particularly striking; they evoke a sense of complete annihilation. This phrase 
indicates that Nineveh will be stripped of its wealth, power, and glory—rendered utterly 
desolate.

2. “and the heart melteth”

• This phrase suggests a profound emotional response to the devastation. The imagery 
here indicates fear or despair among those witnessing or experiencing the downfall of 
Nineveh. The melting heart symbolizes a loss of courage or resolve; it reflects how 
overwhelming circumstances can lead to psychological collapse.

3. “and the knees smite together”

• The description of knees knocking together is a vivid metaphor for fear or anxiety. It 
illustrates how terror can physically manifest in individuals when faced with imminent 
danger or calamity. This imagery reinforces the idea that even those who were once 
powerful are now reduced to a state of vulnerability.

4. “and much pain is in all loins”



• The mention of pain in the loins may refer to physical discomfort associated with fear or 
stress. In biblical literature, loins often symbolize strength or vitality; thus, pain in this 
area could signify a loss of strength or readiness for battle. It emphasizes how deeply 
affected everyone is by the impending doom.

5. “and the faces of them all gather blackness”

• The gathering blackness on their faces signifies despair or mourning. In ancient cultures, 
changes in complexion could reflect one’s health status or emotional state; thus, this 
phrase suggests that fear has drained color from their faces, leaving them pale or 
darkened with grief.

Theological Implications

This verse encapsulates not only a historical moment but also theological truths about God’s judgment 
against sinfulness and injustice. It serves as a reminder that no empire stands forever; divine justice will 
ultimately prevail over human arrogance and cruelty.

The emotional responses depicted here—fear, despair, pain—are universal reactions to catastrophic 
events throughout history. They remind readers that behind every prophecy lies real human suffering 
caused by sin and rebellion against God’s ways.

Conclusion

Nahum 2:10 presents a powerful image of destruction that goes beyond mere physical ruin; it delves 
into emotional turmoil experienced by those affected by God’s judgment on Nineveh. Through vivid 
imagery and repetition, it communicates both an immediate historical reality for its original audience as 
well as timeless truths about divine justice.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 2:11 (KJV)

Text of Nahum 2:11 (KJV)
“Where is the dwelling of the lions, and the feeding place of the young lions, where the lion, even the 
old lion, walked, and the lion’s whelp, and none made them afraid?”

Contextual Background
The Book of Nahum is a prophetic text that primarily focuses on the impending destruction of Nineveh, 
the capital of Assyria. This chapter serves as a vivid portrayal of Nineveh’s former glory and power, 
likening its warriors to lions—symbols of strength and ferocity. The imagery used in this verse reflects 
both the might of Nineveh at its peak and foreshadows its downfall.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Where is the dwelling of the lions”
The term “dwelling” refers to a place where lions reside, symbolizing strength and dominance. 
In this context, it represents Nineveh as a powerful city ruled by fierce leaders who were akin to 
lions in their boldness and authority. The rhetorical question implies that such a stronghold will 
soon be desolate.



2. “and the feeding place of the young lions”
This phrase emphasizes not only the adult lions but also their offspring—the “young lions.” It 
suggests a nurturing environment where strength is cultivated. This can be interpreted as a 
metaphor for how Nineveh raised its warriors to be fierce and formidable.

3. “where the lion, even the old lion, walked”
The mention of “the old lion” signifies experience and wisdom gained through years of 
dominance. It indicates that Nineveh was once led by seasoned leaders who commanded respect 
and instilled fear in their enemies.

4. “and the lion’s whelp”
The inclusion of “lion’s whelp,” or cubs, highlights continuity in strength from one generation 
to another within Nineveh’s leadership or military prowess. It underscores that both established 
power (the old lion) and emerging power (the whelps) were present in this once-great city.

5. “and none made them afraid?”
This concluding phrase reinforces the idea that Nineveh was once invincible; no one dared 
challenge its might. However, it also serves as an ominous foreshadowing—implying that this 
state of fearlessness will soon come to an end with God’s judgment against them.

Thematic Implications
Thematically, Nahum 2:11 encapsulates a dual narrative: it celebrates Nineveh’s past strength while 
simultaneously heralding its imminent destruction. The imagery evokes feelings of nostalgia for what 
was once powerful but now faces divine retribution due to cruelty and oppression against Israel.

This verse serves as a poignant reminder that human pride and power are transient; even those who 
seem invulnerable can fall when faced with divine judgment.

In summary, Nahum 2:11 uses rich imagery associated with lions to depict Nineveh’s past glory while 
hinting at its forthcoming demise due to divine justice.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 2:12 (KJV)

Introduction to Nahum 2:12

The Book of Nahum is a prophetic text that focuses on the impending judgment of Nineveh, the capital 
of the Assyrian Empire. This verse, Nahum 2:12, provides a vivid metaphorical description of the 
Assyrian military might and their brutal conquests. It serves as a critical reflection on the nature of their 
violence and the consequences that follow.

Text of Nahum 2:12 (KJV)

“The lion did tear in pieces enough for his whelps, and strangled for his lionesses, and filled his holes 
with prey, and his dens with ravin.”



Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “The lion did tear in pieces enough for his whelps”

• The imagery of a lion tearing its prey is significant. In this context, the “lion” 
symbolizes the Assyrian Empire, known for its ferocity and ruthlessness in warfare. The 
phrase suggests that the Assyrians not only killed for sustenance but also to provide for 
their “whelps,” which can be interpreted as their leaders or successors who benefit from 
the spoils of war. This highlights a cycle of violence where conquest feeds future 
generations.

2. “and strangled for his lionesses”

• Here, “lionesses” represent those who benefit from the conquests—likely referring to 
queens or noblewomen associated with the Assyrian rulers. The act of strangling implies 
a methodical and brutal approach to warfare, emphasizing that these acts were not 
merely about survival but also about power dynamics within society. The spoils acquired 
through such violence were used to elevate status among their ranks.

3. “and filled his holes with prey”

• The term “holes” can be understood as lairs or dens where lions store their kills. This 
metaphor illustrates how the Assyrians amassed wealth and resources through plundered 
towns and defeated enemies. It reflects an insatiable greed that drives them to 
accumulate more than they need, showcasing their imperialistic ambitions.

4. “and his dens with ravin.”

• “Ravin,” meaning greediness or rapacity, underscores the voracious nature of Assyrian 
conquests. This phrase indicates that not only were they satisfied with what they had 
taken; they continued to seek more out of sheer desire for dominance and control over 
others. It paints a picture of an empire driven by insatiable hunger for power.

Theological Implications

Nahum 2:12 serves as both a condemnation of Assyria’s cruelty and a warning about divine retribution. 
The imagery employed by Nahum reflects God’s judgment against those who exploit others 
mercilessly. The use of animalistic metaphors suggests that while these conquerors may appear 
powerful like lions, they are ultimately subject to God’s authority and will face consequences for their 
actions.

Conclusion

In summary, Nahum 2:12 encapsulates themes of violence, greed, and impending judgment within its 
vivid imagery. It critiques not only the actions of the Assyrians but also serves as a reminder that such 
brutality will not go unpunished by God.



Verse Commentary on Nahum 2:13 (KJV)

Introduction to Nahum 2:13

The Book of Nahum is a prophetic text in the Old Testament, primarily focused on the impending 
judgment and destruction of Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire. This verse, Nahum 2:13, 
serves as a pivotal declaration from God against Assyria, emphasizing divine retribution for their 
cruelty and oppression.

Text of Nahum 2:13 (KJV)

“Behold, I am against thee, saith the Lord of hosts; and I will burn her chariots in the smoke, and the 
sword shall devour thy young lions; and I will cut off thy prey from the earth, and the voice of thy 
messengers shall no more be heard.”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Behold, I am against thee”
This opening phrase is a direct proclamation from God. The term “behold” serves as an 
imperative call to attention. It signifies that what follows is of utmost importance. The 
declaration “I am against thee” indicates God’s active opposition to Nineveh. This phrase 
underscores God’s sovereignty and His role as a defender of justice. It reveals that God is not 
indifferent to the actions of nations but actively engages with them based on their moral 
conduct.

2. “saith the Lord of hosts”
The title “Lord of hosts” emphasizes God’s authority over all heavenly armies and earthly 
powers. It conveys that this message comes with divine authority and power. The use of this 
title reassures that God has control over both spiritual and physical realms, reinforcing His 
capability to execute judgment.

3. “and I will burn her chariots in the smoke”
Chariots were symbols of military strength in ancient warfare. By stating He will “burn her 
chariots,” God signifies the destruction of Nineveh’s military might. The imagery of smoke 
suggests total annihilation; it implies that their power will vanish without a trace. This 
destruction symbolizes not just physical defeat but also spiritual desolation.

4. “and the sword shall devour thy young lions”
The reference to “young lions” likely symbolizes Assyria’s elite warriors or leaders—those who 
are strong and fierce in battle. The use of “sword shall devour” indicates violent death and 
defeat at the hands of their enemies, portraying a vivid image of loss for Assyria’s military 
leaders.

5. “and I will cut off thy prey from the earth”
Here, God declares that He will eliminate what Assyria has preyed upon—likely referring to 
nations they have conquered or oppressed. This statement reflects God’s intention to restore 
justice by removing those who exploit others for gain.



6. “and the voice of thy messengers shall no more be heard.”
Messengers often carried news of victories or conquests; thus, their silence signifies a complete 
cessation of Assyria’s influence and communication with other nations. This line encapsulates 
the idea that once God acts against Nineveh, its glory and power will be extinguished forever.

Theological Implications

Nahum 2:13 serves as a stark reminder that divine justice prevails over human tyranny. It illustrates 
God’s commitment to defending those who suffer under oppression while assuring that no nation can 
escape accountability for its actions against others—especially when such actions involve cruelty 
towards His people.

This verse also highlights themes prevalent throughout scripture regarding God’s judgment against 
prideful nations that oppress others for personal gain. It reinforces the belief in divine sovereignty 
where God intervenes decisively in human affairs when injustice reigns.

Conclusion

In summary, Nahum 2:13 encapsulates a powerful message about divine retribution against oppressive 
powers like Assyria. Through vivid imagery and authoritative declarations, it assures readers that God 
stands firmly against injustice while promising restoration for those wronged.

CHAPTER 3:

Verse Commentary on Nahum 3:1 (KJV)

Introduction to the Context of Nahum 3:1

The Book of Nahum is a prophetic text in the Old Testament, primarily focusing on the impending 
judgment against Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire. This chapter serves as a culmination of 
Nahum’s prophecies, emphasizing the themes of divine retribution and justice. In this verse, Nahum 
vividly portrays the destruction that awaits Nineveh due to its violence and wickedness.

Text of Nahum 3:1 (KJV)

“Woe to the bloody city! it is all full of lies and robbery; the prey departeth not.”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Woe to the bloody city!”

• The term “woe” signifies a strong expression of grief or denunciation. It indicates 
impending doom and serves as a warning. The phrase “bloody city” refers specifically to 
Nineveh, highlighting its reputation for violence and bloodshed. Historically, Nineveh 
was known for its brutal conquests and oppressive rule over other nations. This opening 
exclamation sets a tone of judgment against a city characterized by its cruelty.

2. “it is all full of lies and robbery;”



• This part of the verse identifies two significant moral failings: deceit (“lies”) and theft 
(“robbery”). The mention of “lies” suggests systemic dishonesty within both personal 
interactions and governance in Nineveh. It implies that trust was absent in social 
contracts, leading to widespread corruption.

• The term “robbery” further emphasizes the exploitation inherent in Assyrian practices, 
where plundering neighboring nations was commonplace. This reflects not only physical 
theft but also an overarching culture that normalized injustice.

3. “the prey departeth not.”

• This phrase can be interpreted as an indication that Nineveh continually exploits others 
without remorse or cessation. The imagery evokes a predator that relentlessly pursues its 
victims, suggesting that those who are victimized by Nineveh’s greed have no escape 
from their plight.

• Additionally, it implies that even in times when one might expect relief or justice, such 
hope is futile under Assyrian dominance.

Theological Implications

Nahum 3:1 serves as a stark reminder of divine justice against nations that engage in systemic evil. The 
portrayal of Nineveh as a “bloody city” filled with lies and robbery underscores God’s intolerance for 
such behavior. It illustrates how nations can become instruments of oppression when they abandon 
ethical standards for power and wealth.

This verse also reflects broader biblical themes regarding justice—God’s commitment to righting 
wrongs and punishing those who perpetrate violence against others. It resonates with similar sentiments 
found throughout prophetic literature where God calls out injustice among His people or surrounding 
nations.

Conclusion

In summary, Nahum 3:1 encapsulates the essence of divine condemnation directed at Nineveh for its 
violent history marked by deceit and exploitation. The vivid language employed by Nahum serves not 
only as a historical indictment but also as an enduring lesson about accountability before God.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 3:2 (KJV)

Introduction to Nahum 3:2

The Book of Nahum is a prophetic text that focuses on the impending judgment and destruction of 
Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire. Nahum’s prophecies are characterized by vivid imagery 
and powerful language, emphasizing the themes of divine retribution and justice. Chapter 3 continues 
this theme, detailing the reasons for Nineveh’s downfall and painting a graphic picture of its 
destruction.



Text of Nahum 3:2 (KJV)

“The noise of a whip, and the noise of the rattling of wheels, and of the prancing horses, and of the 
jumping chariots.”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “The noise of a whip”

• This phrase evokes an immediate sense of urgency and violence. The whip symbolizes 
control and authority in battle, suggesting that soldiers are being urged into action. It 
reflects not only physical punishment but also the chaos that accompanies warfare. The 
sound signifies both command and suffering, as it is used to drive horses forward while 
also inflicting pain.

2. “and the noise of the rattling of wheels”

• The “rattling of wheels” refers to the chariots that were essential in ancient warfare. This 
imagery conveys movement and speed, indicating an approaching army ready for battle. 
The rattling sound creates an atmosphere filled with tension as it suggests that 
destruction is imminent. It also implies a mechanical aspect to war—an organized force 
moving toward its target.

3. “and of the prancing horses”

• Horses were vital in ancient military campaigns, symbolizing power and mobility. The 
term “prancing” indicates excitement or agitation among the horses, which can be 
interpreted as both their readiness for battle and their fear amidst chaos. This adds to the 
overall sense of impending doom as these animals are caught up in human conflict.

4. “and of the jumping chariots.”

• Chariots were often used as platforms for archers or as vehicles for elite warriors in 
combat situations. The description “jumping chariots” suggests vigorous movement 
through rough terrain or chaotic conditions during battle. This imagery enhances the 
sense that Nineveh is under siege; it portrays a scene where destruction is not only 
certain but also tumultuous.

Contextual Significance

In context, Nahum 3:2 serves as part of a larger narrative detailing Nineveh’s fall due to its cruelty, 
idolatry, and oppression against other nations (Nahum 3:1). The vivid sounds described in this verse 
contribute to an overall picture that emphasizes chaos and violence associated with Nineveh’s 
impending doom.

This verse can be seen as part of what some scholars refer to as a “woe oracle,” which pronounces 
judgment upon Nineveh (similar to other prophetic texts like Isaiah). It highlights how God uses 
external forces—represented by invading armies—to enact His judgment against wickedness.



Conclusion

Nahum 3:2 encapsulates a moment filled with tension before disaster strikes Nineveh. Through 
auditory imagery—the whip cracking, wheels rattling, horses prancing, and chariots jumping—the 
prophet paints a vivid picture that prepares readers for understanding God’s judgment against this once-
mighty city known for its brutality.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 3:3 (KJV)

Introduction to Nahum 3:3

The book of Nahum is a prophetic text that focuses on the impending judgment of Nineveh, the capital 
of the Assyrian Empire. This chapter serves as a vivid depiction of the destruction that will befall this 
“bloody city.” In verse 3, the prophet uses graphic imagery to convey the chaos and violence associated 
with Nineveh’s downfall. The verse reads:

“The horseman lifteth up both the bright sword and the glittering spear: and there is a multitude of 
slain, and a great number of carcasses; and there is none end of their corpses; they stumble upon their 
corpses.” (Nahum 3:3 KJV)

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “The horseman lifteth up both the bright sword and the glittering spear”

• This phrase introduces imagery of battle and warfare. The “horseman” symbolizes 
military might, representing either an individual warrior or cavalry units in general. The 
“bright sword” and “glittering spear” suggest not only readiness for combat but also 
highlight the ferocity and brilliance of warfare. The use of “bright” and “glittering” 
indicates that these weapons are not just tools for destruction but also symbols of power 
and intimidation.

2. “and there is a multitude of slain, and a great number of carcasses;”

• Here, Nahum emphasizes the catastrophic consequences of war. The terms “multitude” 
and “great number” underscore the extensive loss of life resulting from Nineveh’s 
violent actions against its enemies. This reflects not only on the physical destruction but 
also on moral decay, as it implies that such violence has become commonplace in 
Nineveh.

3. “and there is none end of their corpses;”

• This phrase conveys an overwhelming sense of devastation. The idea that there is “none 
end” suggests that death is so pervasive that it cannot be quantified or contained. It 
evokes images of a battlefield littered with bodies, indicating total annihilation rather 
than isolated incidents.

4. “they stumble upon their corpses.”

• This final part illustrates the chaotic aftermath of battle where survivors are unable to 
navigate through the carnage left behind. It signifies not only physical stumbling but 



also metaphorical stumbling—indicating confusion, despair, and moral failure among 
those who witness or survive such brutality.

Contextual Significance

In this verse, Nahum encapsulates themes central to his prophecy against Nineveh: divine retribution 
for sin, particularly violence and oppression. The vivid imagery serves as both a warning to others 
about the consequences of wickedness and an assurance to Israel that justice will prevail against their 
oppressors.

The historical context further enriches this understanding; Nineveh was known for its cruelty towards 
conquered peoples, making this prophecy particularly poignant for those who suffered under Assyrian 
rule.

Conclusion

Nahum 3:3 serves as a powerful reminder of the destructive nature of sin and violence while 
simultaneously affirming God’s sovereignty over nations. Through stark imagery, it communicates both 
judgment against Nineveh’s atrocities and hope for those who have been wronged.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 3:4 (KJV)

Introduction to the Context of Nahum 3:4

The Book of Nahum is a prophetic text in the Old Testament that primarily focuses on the impending 
judgment and destruction of Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire. This chapter, particularly 
verse 4, employs vivid imagery and metaphorical language to convey the moral and spiritual corruption 
of Nineveh. The prophet Nahum uses strong language to depict the city’s idolatry and its consequences.

Text of Nahum 3:4 (KJV)

“Because of the multitude of the whoredoms of the well-favoured harlot, the mistress of witchcrafts, 
that selleth nations through her whoredoms, and families through her witchcrafts.”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Because of the multitude of the whoredoms”

• The term “whoredoms” here symbolizes not only sexual immorality but also spiritual 
unfaithfulness. In biblical literature, idolatry is often likened to adultery or prostitution 
because it represents a betrayal of loyalty to God. The “multitude” indicates that this was 
not a singular act but a pervasive practice within Nineveh’s culture.

2. “of the well-favoured harlot”

• The phrase “well-favoured harlot” suggests an alluring and attractive figure, 
representing Nineveh’s seductive power over other nations. This imagery implies that 
Nineveh used its wealth and influence to entice other nations into idolatry and immoral 
practices.

3. “the mistress of witchcrafts”



• Referring to Nineveh as “the mistress of witchcrafts” emphasizes its role as a leader in 
promoting sorcery and occult practices. Witchcraft in this context can be understood as 
manipulative practices intended to control or deceive others, further illustrating 
Nineveh’s moral decay.

4. “that selleth nations through her whoredoms”

• This phrase indicates that Nineveh engaged in exploiting other nations for its gain. The 
use of “selleth” implies a transactional relationship where nations were lured into 
idolatry for economic or political advantage, highlighting both greed and moral 
corruption.

5. “and families through her witchcrafts.”

• The mention of families suggests that this corruption extended beyond political realms 
into personal lives, affecting households directly. It underscores how deeply entrenched 
these practices were in society, leading to widespread moral degradation.

Theological Implications

Nahum 3:4 serves as a stark warning against idolatry and immorality. It illustrates how societies can 
become ensnared by seductive influences that lead them away from divine truth and righteousness. The 
imagery used by Nahum reflects God’s judgment against such behaviors, emphasizing that there are 
severe consequences for turning away from Him.

Conclusion

In summary, Nahum 3:4 encapsulates a powerful message about the dangers of spiritual unfaithfulness 
and moral corruption represented through vivid metaphors related to prostitution and witchcraft. It 
serves as both an indictment against Nineveh’s practices and a timeless reminder for all societies 
regarding the importance of fidelity to divine principles.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 3:5 (KJV)

Contextual Background

The Book of Nahum is a prophetic text in the Old Testament, attributed to the prophet Nahum, who 
prophesied the impending destruction of Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire. This book serves 
as a divine judgment against Nineveh for its cruelty, idolatry, and moral corruption. The context of 
Nahum 3:5 is crucial for understanding its implications and significance.

Text of Nahum 3:5 (KJV)

“I am against thee, saith the Lord of hosts; and I will discover thy skirts upon thy face, and I will show 
the nations thy nakedness, and the kingdoms thy shame.”



Verse Breakdown

1. “I am against thee, saith the Lord of hosts;”

• This opening declaration emphasizes God’s active opposition to Nineveh. The phrase 
“Lord of hosts” signifies God’s sovereignty over all armies—both heavenly and earthly. 
It indicates that this judgment is not merely a political or military action but a divine 
decree.

2. “and I will discover thy skirts upon thy face,”

• The imagery here is striking and vivid. To “discover thy skirts” refers to exposing 
someone’s shame or vulnerability. In ancient Near Eastern culture, skirts were associated 
with modesty; thus, uncovering them symbolizes humiliation. This act can be interpreted 
as God stripping away Nineveh’s false pride and pretense.

3. “and I will show the nations thy nakedness,”

• This phrase continues the theme of exposure and shame. By revealing Nineveh’s 
nakedness to other nations, God is declaring that their sins will be publicly displayed. 
Nakedness often symbolizes vulnerability and disgrace in biblical literature.

4. “and the kingdoms thy shame.”

• The mention of “kingdoms” indicates that this revelation will not be limited to Nineveh 
alone but will have repercussions across various nations. The shame referred to here 
encompasses both moral failure and the consequences of their actions—specifically their 
violent conquests and exploitation of other peoples.

Thematic Analysis

• Divine Judgment: The verse encapsulates a central theme in Nahum—the certainty of divine 
judgment against wickedness. God’s pronouncement signifies that no power can withstand His 
authority.

• Public Exposure: The metaphorical language used highlights how sin leads to public disgrace. 
In this case, Nineveh’s actions have consequences that extend beyond themselves; they affect 
their reputation among surrounding nations.

• Moral Corruption: By likening Nineveh to a woman whose skirts are lifted, Nahum 
underscores the moral decay prevalent in Assyrian society—a society characterized by greed, 
violence, and idolatry.

Conclusion

Nahum 3:5 serves as a powerful reminder of God’s justice against those who oppress others and engage 
in immoral behavior. It illustrates how divine retribution can manifest through public humiliation and 
loss of power for those who defy God’s commandments.



Verse Commentary on Nahum 3:6 (KJV)

Introduction to Nahum 3:6

Nahum 3:6 states, “And I will cast abominable filth upon thee, and make thee vile, and will set thee as 
a gazingstock.” This verse is part of a prophetic message delivered by Nahum concerning the 
impending judgment of God upon the city of Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire. The context 
of this prophecy is crucial for understanding its implications and meanings.

Contextual Background

The Book of Nahum is primarily focused on the theme of divine judgment against Nineveh due to its 
extreme wickedness, cruelty, and idolatry. Assyria had been notorious for its violent conquests and 
oppression of other nations, including Israel. The prophecy serves as both a warning and an assurance 
that God’s justice will prevail against those who persist in their sinful ways.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “I will cast abominable filth upon thee”

• The term “abominable filth” signifies not only physical dirt but also moral corruption. In 
biblical literature, filth often represents sin and impurity. By stating that He will cast this 
filth upon Nineveh, God is declaring His intention to expose the city’s moral decay 
publicly. This imagery evokes a sense of disgrace and humiliation.

2. “and make thee vile”

• To be made “vile” indicates a transformation from a position of power and prestige to 
one of utter contempt and shame. This reflects God’s judgment that will strip Nineveh of 
its former glory, reducing it to something despicable in the eyes of other nations.

3. “and will set thee as a gazingstock”

• The phrase “gazingstock” refers to being made an object of scorn or ridicule. In ancient 
times, public punishments were often spectacles where individuals were displayed for 
others to see as a form of humiliation. By using this term, Nahum emphasizes that 
Nineveh’s downfall will serve as a warning to others about the consequences of rebellion 
against God.

Theological Implications

This verse encapsulates several theological themes:

• Divine Judgment: It underscores the reality that God does not overlook sin; rather, He actively 
judges nations for their iniquities.

• Public Exposure: The act of making Nineveh a spectacle highlights God’s desire for justice to 
be visible and understood by all.

• Moral Accountability: The imagery used suggests that nations are accountable for their actions 
before God and must face consequences when they stray from righteousness.



Conclusion

Nahum 3:6 serves as a powerful reminder of God’s holiness and justice. It illustrates how divine 
judgment can lead to public disgrace for those who refuse to repent from their wickedness. Through 
vivid imagery, Nahum conveys that God’s righteous anger towards sin ultimately results in exposure 
and humiliation for those who oppose Him.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 3:7 (KJV)

Text of Nahum 3:7 (KJV)
“And it shall come to pass, that all they that look upon thee shall flee from thee, and say, Nineveh is 
laid waste: who will bemoan her? whence shall I seek comforters for thee?”

Contextual Background
The Book of Nahum is a prophetic text in the Old Testament that focuses on the impending judgment 
and destruction of Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire. This chapter serves as a woe oracle, 
emphasizing the totality of Nineveh’s downfall due to its cruelty, greed, and idolatry. The prophet 
Nahum delivers this message during a time when Assyria was known for its brutal conquests and 
oppression.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “And it shall come to pass”
This phrase indicates a certainty about future events. It emphasizes that what is being 
prophesied is not merely a possibility but an inevitable outcome determined by divine 
judgment.

2. “all they that look upon thee shall flee from thee”
This imagery portrays the utter desolation and fear associated with Nineveh’s destruction. Those 
who once feared or respected Nineveh will now be so horrified by its ruin that they will turn 
away in terror. The act of fleeing symbolizes both physical escape from danger and emotional 
repulsion from what has become of the once-mighty city.

3. “Nineveh is laid waste”
The phrase succinctly summarizes the fate awaiting Nineveh—complete devastation. “Laid 
waste” implies not only physical destruction but also a loss of power and influence. This 
statement serves as a stark reminder of the consequences of sin and rebellion against God.

4. “who will bemoan her?”
Here, Nahum poses a rhetorical question that underscores the lack of sympathy for Nineveh’s 
fate. The implication is clear: no one will mourn for a city that has caused so much suffering to 
others. This reflects the principle of reaping what one sows; having inflicted pain on many, 
Nineveh will find itself alone in its demise.

5. “whence shall I seek comforters for thee?”
This final part reinforces the idea that there will be no comfort or solace available for Nineveh 



after its fall. The absence of “comforters” signifies not only physical support but also emotional 
or spiritual consolation—indicating complete abandonment by allies and friends alike.

Theological Implications
Nahum 3:7 serves as a powerful reminder of God’s justice in dealing with nations and individuals who 
persist in wickedness. It illustrates how divine judgment can lead to desolation where once there was 
pride and power. The verse invites readers to reflect on their own lives regarding justice, mercy, and 
accountability before God.

In summary, this verse encapsulates the themes of judgment, desolation, and the consequences faced by 
those who oppose God’s ways. It stands as both a warning and an assurance that God’s sovereignty 
prevails over human arrogance.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 3:8 (KJV)

Introduction to the Context of Nahum 3:8

The Book of Nahum is a prophetic text in the Old Testament that primarily focuses on the impending 
judgment and destruction of Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire. Nahum’s prophecies are 
characterized by vivid imagery and strong language that convey God’s displeasure with Nineveh’s 
cruelty, idolatry, and moral corruption. Chapter 3 specifically addresses the reasons for Nineveh’s 
downfall, contrasting its fate with that of other cities.

Analysis of Nahum 3:8

The verse reads as follows in the King James Version (KJV):

“Art thou better than populous No, that was situate among the rivers, that had the waters round about 
it; whose rampart was the sea, and her wall was from the sea?” (Nahum 3:8 KJV)

1. “Art thou better than populous No”

This opening question serves as a rhetorical device aimed at challenging Nineveh’s sense of 
superiority. “Populous No” refers to a city known for its size and significance. Most scholars 
identify “No” with Thebes (also known as Diospolis), an ancient city in Egypt renowned for its 
grandeur and wealth. By comparing Nineveh to Thebes, Nahum emphasizes that even a 
powerful city like Thebes fell to destruction due to divine judgment.

2. “that was situate among the rivers”

This phrase highlights Thebes’ geographical advantage. It was located near major waterways, 
which provided both defense and resources. The mention of “rivers” underscores how such 
natural features can contribute to a city’s prosperity but also serve as reminders of vulnerability 
when divine wrath is invoked.

3. “that had the waters round about it;”

Here, Nahum continues to elaborate on Thebes’ strategic position surrounded by water. This 
description suggests an image of security and strength; however, it also foreshadows how such 



advantages can be rendered useless against God’s will. The surrounding waters symbolize both 
protection and isolation—while they may deter enemies, they cannot prevent divine judgment.

4. “whose rampart was the sea,”

In this part of the verse, “rampart” refers to a defensive wall or barrier. By stating that Thebes’ 
rampart was “the sea,” Nahum illustrates how formidable this city appeared from a military 
standpoint. However, this metaphorical wall becomes irrelevant when God decides to bring 
about destruction.

5. “and her wall was from the sea?”

This concluding phrase reinforces the idea that Thebes had formidable defenses derived from its 
location along maritime boundaries. Yet again, it implies that these defenses were insufficient 
against divine intervention.

Conclusion: Implications for Nineveh

In this verse, Nahum draws a parallel between Nineveh and Thebes to illustrate that no matter how 
powerful or fortified a city may seem—whether through military might or geographical advantages—it 
is ultimately subject to God’s judgment if it engages in wickedness and oppression. This comparison 
serves as both a warning to Nineveh and an assurance that God’s justice prevails over human 
arrogance.

Overall Significance

Nahum 3:8 encapsulates one of the central themes of prophetic literature: accountability before God 
regardless of earthly power or status. It reminds readers that historical precedents exist where 
seemingly invincible cities have fallen due to their moral failings.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 3:9

Introduction to the Context of Nahum

The Book of Nahum is one of the twelve Minor Prophets in the Old Testament, attributed to the prophet 
Nahum. It primarily focuses on the impending judgment and destruction of Nineveh, the capital of the 
Assyrian Empire. This prophecy comes at a time when Assyria was known for its cruelty and 
oppression, having conquered many nations and instilled fear throughout the region. The context of 
Nahum’s message is crucial for understanding the significance of each verse, particularly Nahum 3:9.

Analysis of Nahum 3:9

The verse reads as follows in the King James Version (KJV):

“Ethiopia and Egypt were her strength, and it was infinite; Put and Lubim were thy helpers.”

1. Ethiopia and Egypt as Sources of Strength
In this verse, “Ethiopia” (often associated with Cush) and “Egypt” are identified as significant 
allies that provided strength to Nineveh. Historically, both nations had powerful armies and 
resources that could bolster Assyria’s military might. The phrase “and it was infinite” suggests 



that their support seemed boundless or overwhelming at that time. This reflects a perception 
among nations that alliances can provide substantial security and power.

2. Put and Lubim as Helpers
The mention of “Put” (likely referring to regions in North Africa) and “Lubim” (often 
associated with Libyans) indicates additional allies who contributed to Nineveh’s strength. 
These nations were part of a broader network of alliances that Assyria relied upon for military 
campaigns and territorial expansion. Their inclusion emphasizes how interconnected these 
ancient powers were in terms of political and military strategies.

3. Symbolic Meaning
Beyond historical alliances, this verse carries symbolic weight regarding reliance on human 
power versus divine authority. The text serves as a cautionary reminder about placing trust in 
earthly alliances rather than in God’s sovereignty. Despite having formidable allies, Nineveh’s 
eventual downfall illustrates that human strength is ultimately limited when not aligned with 
divine will.

4. Interconnectedness of Nations
The verse highlights the interconnected nature of ancient empires; the fall of Nineveh would not 
only impact Assyria but also reverberate through its allied nations like Ethiopia, Egypt, Put, and 
Lubim. This interconnectedness underscores how political dynamics can shift dramatically due 
to one nation’s fate.

5. Theological Implications
From a theological perspective, this passage reinforces a central theme found throughout 
Scripture: true security comes from God alone. While Nineveh appeared strong due to its 
alliances with powerful nations, it was ultimately vulnerable because it did not seek or honor 
God’s guidance.

6. Conclusion
In summary, Nahum 3:9 serves as a profound commentary on both historical realities and 
spiritual truths regarding reliance on human power versus divine providence. It warns against 
overestimating earthly alliances while emphasizing God’s ultimate authority over all nations.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 3:10 (KJV)

Introduction to the Context of Nahum 3:10

The Book of Nahum is a prophetic text in the Old Testament that primarily focuses on the impending 
judgment and destruction of Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire. This chapter serves as a vivid 
portrayal of divine retribution against a city known for its cruelty and idolatry. The prophet Nahum 
delivers this message following the fall of Thebes (No Amon), drawing parallels between its fate and 
that of Nineveh.



Analysis of Nahum 3:10

The verse reads: “Yet was she carried away, she went into captivity: her young children also were 
dashed in pieces at the head of every street; and they cast lots for her honourable men, and all her great 
men were bound in chains.”

1. “Yet was she carried away, she went into captivity:”

• This phrase indicates the ultimate fate of Nineveh, reflecting a historical reality where 
cities could be besieged and conquered. The use of “carried away” suggests not only 
physical capture but also a loss of autonomy and dignity. It emphasizes that despite 
Nineveh’s previous power, it would face humiliation and defeat.

2. “her young children also were dashed in pieces at the head of every street;”

• This graphic imagery highlights the brutality associated with warfare during ancient 
times. The mention of children being killed signifies not only the violence inflicted upon 
innocents but also serves as a stark warning about the consequences of sin and rebellion 
against God. It reflects God’s judgment on those who perpetrate such atrocities.

3. “and they cast lots for her honourable men,”

• Casting lots was a common practice in ancient cultures to make decisions or divide 
spoils among victors. Here, it indicates that even esteemed individuals from Nineveh 
would be treated as mere prizes in war rather than respected adversaries. This act 
symbolizes total degradation and loss of status.

4. “and all her great men were bound in chains.”

• The binding of “great men” signifies complete subjugation and humiliation. In ancient 
societies, leaders held significant power; thus, their capture represented not just a 
military victory but also a psychological blow to their people. Chains symbolize 
oppression and serve as an image of how far Nineveh has fallen from its former glory.

Theological Implications

Nahum 3:10 serves as both a historical account and a theological statement about God’s justice. It 
illustrates that no matter how powerful or prosperous a nation may become, it cannot escape divine 
judgment if it engages in wickedness and oppression. The vivid descriptions serve to remind readers 
that God’s patience has limits, and His justice will ultimately prevail.

Conclusion

In summary, Nahum 3:10 encapsulates themes of judgment, violence, humiliation, and divine 
retribution against Nineveh for its sins. Through this verse, Nahum communicates not only the fate 
awaiting Nineveh but also broader truths about accountability before God.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 3:11 (KJV)

Text of Nahum 3:11 (KJV)
“Thou also shalt be drunken; thou shalt be hid, thou also shalt seek a stronghold because of the enemy.”



Contextual Overview
The Book of Nahum is a prophetic text that primarily focuses on the impending judgment and 
destruction of Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire. This verse occurs within a larger section 
that describes the downfall of Nineveh, using vivid imagery and metaphorical language to convey the 
certainty and severity of God’s judgment against this once-mighty city.

Detailed Analysis

1. “Thou also shalt be drunken;”
The term “drunken” in this context can be interpreted both literally and metaphorically. 
Literally, it may refer to the state of intoxication that could lead to vulnerability during times of 
crisis. Metaphorically, it suggests a state of spiritual or moral stupor—wherein the leaders and 
people of Nineveh are so consumed by their pride, arrogance, and indulgence that they fail to 
recognize their impending doom. This reflects a common biblical theme where drunkenness 
symbolizes loss of control and awareness (Proverbs 20:1).

2. “thou shalt be hid,”
The phrase “thou shalt be hid” indicates a reversal of roles for the Assyrians. Historically 
known for their military prowess and dominance, they will find themselves in a position where 
they must hide from their enemies rather than confront them boldly. This hiding signifies fear 
and desperation as they face inevitable defeat. It underscores the irony that those who once 
instilled fear in others will now seek refuge from their own adversaries.

3. “thou also shalt seek a stronghold because of the enemy.”
The act of seeking a “stronghold” implies an acknowledgment of vulnerability; it denotes an 
urgent search for safety or protection against an overwhelming foe. In this context, it highlights 
how Nineveh’s confidence has been shattered, forcing its inhabitants to scramble for security as 
they confront an enemy that is poised to attack. This reflects not only physical insecurity but 
also spiritual desolation as they realize that their previous strength is no longer sufficient.

Thematic Implications
This verse encapsulates key themes present throughout Nahum: divine retribution, the fallibility of 
human pride, and the ultimate sovereignty of God over nations. The imagery used serves as a stark 
reminder that no matter how powerful one may seem, there is always accountability before God’s 
justice.

Furthermore, this passage can serve as a cautionary tale about moral decay leading to downfall—a 
recurring motif in biblical literature where societies steeped in sin face dire consequences.

Conclusion
Nahum 3:11 vividly portrays the downfall of Nineveh through its use of metaphorical language 
surrounding drunkenness, hiding, and seeking refuge. It serves as both a prophecy fulfilled in history 
and a timeless warning about pride and moral failure leading to destruction.



Verse Commentary on Nahum 3:12

Introduction to the Book of Nahum

The Book of Nahum is one of the twelve Minor Prophets in the Old Testament, primarily focused on 
delivering a prophetic message concerning the impending judgment against Nineveh, the capital of the 
Assyrian Empire. Nahum’s prophecies are characterized by vivid imagery and strong language that 
convey God’s displeasure with Nineveh’s cruelty and oppression. The context of Nahum’s message is 
crucial for understanding individual verses, including Nahum 3:12.

Text of Nahum 3:12

The verse reads as follows in the King James Version (KJV): “All thy strong holds shall be like fig 
trees with the firstripe figs: if they be shaken, they shall even fall into the mouth of the eater.”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “All thy strong holds”

• This phrase refers to Nineveh’s fortifications and defenses, which were once considered 
formidable. The term “strong holds” implies a sense of security and power that Nineveh 
possessed due to its military might and strategic defenses.

2. “shall be like fig trees with the firstripe figs”

• The comparison to fig trees is significant. Fig trees were common in ancient Israel and 
symbolized prosperity and abundance. The “firstripe figs” likely refer to ripe figs that 
are particularly desirable. This imagery suggests that while Nineveh may appear strong, 
its defenses are ultimately fragile and vulnerable.

3. “if they be shaken”

• The phrase indicates a moment of disturbance or crisis. In this context, “shaken” 
symbolizes an attack or divine judgment that disrupts the status quo. It suggests that 
even a slight disturbance could lead to catastrophic consequences for Nineveh.

4. “they shall even fall into the mouth of the eater.”

• This metaphor illustrates complete vulnerability; just as ripe figs fall easily from a tree 
when shaken, so too will Nineveh’s defenses collapse under pressure. The “mouth of the 
eater” can symbolize destruction or consumption by enemies, indicating that once their 
strongholds fail, they will be easily overtaken.

Contextual Significance

In chapter 3, Nahum describes not only the impending doom facing Nineveh but also highlights its 
moral decay and violence against other nations. The imagery used in verse 12 serves to emphasize how 
quickly and decisively God can dismantle what appears to be invincible strength when it is rooted in 
wickedness.

Nahum’s use of agricultural imagery resonates with his audience, who would have been familiar with 
both fig cultivation and its significance in their culture as symbols of sustenance and life. By likening 



Nineveh’s defenses to ripe figs ready to fall, Nahum underscores both their imminent downfall and 
God’s sovereignty over nations.

Conclusion

Nahum 3:12 serves as a powerful reminder of divine judgment against prideful nations that oppress 
others. It illustrates how apparent strength can quickly turn into weakness when faced with God’s will. 
The vivid imagery employed by Nahum not only communicates a message about Nineveh but also 
offers timeless insights into human nature and divine justice.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 3:13 (KJV)

Contextual Background

The Book of Nahum is a prophetic text in the Old Testament that primarily addresses the impending 
judgment and destruction of Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire. This prophecy serves as a 
divine pronouncement against a city known for its cruelty, idolatry, and oppression. Nahum’s vivid 
imagery and strong language reflect God’s anger towards Nineveh for its sins and injustices.

Analysis of Nahum 3:13

The verse reads: “Behold, thy people are women in the midst of thee: the gates of thy land shall be set 
wide open unto thine enemies: the fire shall devour thy bars.”

1. “Behold, thy people are women in the midst of thee:”

• This phrase employs a metaphor that suggests weakness and vulnerability. In ancient 
Near Eastern culture, being compared to women often implied a lack of strength or 
courage. The prophet Nahum uses this imagery to illustrate how the inhabitants of 
Nineveh have lost their resolve and bravery in the face of impending doom. It indicates 
that they will not be able to defend themselves against their enemies.

2. “the gates of thy land shall be set wide open unto thine enemies:”

• The mention of “gates” symbolizes both physical entrances to the city and metaphorical 
defenses. By stating that these gates will be wide open, Nahum emphasizes that Nineveh 
will be defenseless against invaders. This openness signifies not only an invitation but 
also a complete surrender to their foes, highlighting their imminent defeat.

3. “the fire shall devour thy bars.”

• The term “fire” here represents destruction and judgment from God. The “bars” refer to 
the security measures meant to protect the city—essentially its defenses. The imagery 
suggests that even these defenses will not withstand God’s judgment; they will be 
consumed by fire, indicating total annihilation. This reinforces the idea that no matter 
how fortified Nineveh may seem, it cannot escape divine retribution.

Theological Implications

Nahum 3:13 serves as a stark warning about the consequences of moral decay and injustice. It 
illustrates how pride can lead to downfall when one becomes complacent in their power and fails to 



heed warnings about righteousness. The use of feminine imagery as a symbol for weakness challenges 
societal norms regarding gender roles while delivering a powerful message about vulnerability in times 
of crisis.

Furthermore, this verse encapsulates a broader theme found throughout Scripture regarding God’s 
sovereignty over nations and His ability to bring down those who oppose Him or act unjustly. It 
underscores that no earthly power can stand against divine judgment.

Conclusion

In summary, Nahum 3:13 vividly portrays Nineveh’s impending destruction through metaphors 
emphasizing weakness, vulnerability, and inevitable judgment by fire. This verse serves as both a 
historical account of Assyria’s fate and a timeless reminder about accountability before God.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 3:14 (KJV)

Introduction to the Context of Nahum 3:14

The Book of Nahum is a prophetic text in the Old Testament that primarily addresses the impending 
judgment and destruction of Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire. This chapter serves as a vivid 
portrayal of Nineveh’s downfall due to its wickedness and oppression. Nahum uses strong imagery and 
rhetorical devices to convey the certainty of God’s judgment against this once-great city.

Analysis of Nahum 3:14

The verse reads:

“Draw thee waters for the siege: fortify thy strongholds: go into clay, and tread the mortar: make strong 
the brickkiln.” (KJV)

1. “Draw thee waters for the siege:”

• This command emphasizes preparation for an impending siege. The act of drawing water 
signifies gathering essential resources that would be necessary during a prolonged 
attack. Water was crucial not only for drinking but also for sanitation and fire control, 
especially in a city that might face destruction by fire during warfare.

2. “fortify thy strongholds:”

• Here, Nahum instructs Nineveh to strengthen its defenses. The term “strongholds” refers 
to fortified structures or walls designed to protect against enemy attacks. This call to 
fortification highlights the futility of their efforts; despite their preparations, divine 
judgment was inevitable.

3. “go into clay, and tread the mortar:”

• This phrase refers to the process of making bricks, which were essential for construction 
in ancient cities. Treading clay involves kneading it with feet or tools to prepare it for 
molding into bricks. This imagery suggests that Nineveh should focus on building up its 
physical defenses in response to the threat they faced.

4. “make strong the brickkiln:”



• A brick kiln is where bricks are fired to harden them after being shaped from clay. By 
instructing them to strengthen their kilns, Nahum underscores not only their need for 
physical strength but also implies that they are trying desperately to prepare themselves 
against an overwhelming force. However, this preparation is ultimately futile because 
God’s decree against Nineveh has already been established.

Literary Devices and Themes

• Irony: The entire verse carries an ironic tone; while Nahum commands Nineveh to prepare for 
battle as if they could avert their fate, he knows that these efforts will be in vain.

• Imagery: The vivid descriptions create a stark picture of desperation among the Ninevites as 
they attempt to rally their defenses against an unstoppable divine judgment.

• Foreshadowing: The commands serve as foreshadowing of Nineveh’s imminent destruction 
despite their attempts at self-preservation.

Conclusion

Nahum 3:14 serves as a powerful reminder of human limitations in contrast with divine sovereignty. 
Despite all efforts made by Nineveh—drawing water, fortifying walls, preparing bricks—the prophecy 
assures that these actions will not change their fate. The verse encapsulates themes of futility in 
opposition to God’s will and serves as a warning about reliance on human strength rather than divine 
mercy.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 3:15 (KJV)

Text of the Verse
Nahum 3:15 (KJV): “There shall the fire devour thee; the sword shall cut thee off; it shall devour thee 
like the cankerworm: make thyself many as the cankerworm, make thyself many as the locusts.”

Contextual Background
The Book of Nahum is a prophetic text that focuses on the impending judgment and destruction of 
Nineveh, the capital of Assyria. Nahum prophesies during a time when Assyria was known for its 
cruelty and oppression, particularly against Israel and other nations. The imagery used throughout this 
book is vivid and often draws upon natural disasters and plagues to illustrate divine judgment.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “There shall the fire devour thee;”
This phrase indicates a fierce and consuming judgment. Fire is often associated with destruction 
in biblical literature, symbolizing God’s wrath against sin and rebellion. In this context, it 
suggests that Nineveh will face total annihilation through divine retribution.

2. “the sword shall cut thee off;”
The mention of “the sword” signifies warfare and violence. It implies that Nineveh will be 
defeated by invading armies, which are instruments of God’s judgment. The phrase “cut thee 
off” suggests not only physical destruction but also a severing from existence or national 
identity.



3. “it shall devour thee like the cankerworm:”
Here, Nahum employs a simile comparing Nineveh’s fate to that of a cankerworm (or locust). 
Cankerworms are known for their destructive feeding habits, capable of stripping entire fields 
bare. This imagery conveys how swiftly and thoroughly Nineveh will be consumed by its 
enemies.

4. “make thyself many as the cankerworm,”
This part of the verse addresses Nineveh directly, mocking its attempts to bolster its defenses or 
numbers in response to impending doom. The comparison to cankerworms emphasizes futility; 
no matter how numerous they become, they cannot escape divine judgment.

5. “make thyself many as the locusts.”
Similar to cankerworms, locusts are notorious for their swarming behavior and ability to 
devastate crops over vast areas. This phrase reinforces the idea that even if Nineveh tries to 
gather strength in numbers, it will ultimately be overwhelmed by its own destruction.

Thematic Implications
The overarching theme in this verse is one of inevitable judgment against prideful nations that oppress 
others. Nahum’s use of agricultural metaphors highlights both the natural consequences of sin—like 
devastation brought by pests—and God’s sovereign control over history and nations.

The dual imagery of fire and insects serves to illustrate both immediate destruction (fire) and gradual 
consumption (cankerworm/locust), suggesting that God’s judgment may come swiftly or slowly but 
will ultimately lead to complete ruin for those who oppose Him.

In summary, Nahum 3:15 vividly portrays God’s impending judgment on Nineveh through powerful 
imagery that underscores themes of destruction, futility in resistance, and divine sovereignty over 
human affairs.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 3:16 (KJV)

Introduction to the Book of Nahum

The Book of Nahum is a prophetic text in the Old Testament, attributed to the prophet Nahum, who 
prophesied during a time when the Assyrian Empire was at its height. The central theme of Nahum is 
the impending judgment and destruction of Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, due to its cruelty and 
wickedness. This verse, Nahum 3:16, specifically addresses the merchants of Nineveh and serves as a 
vivid metaphor for their greed and eventual downfall.

Text of Nahum 3:16 (KJV)

“Thou hast multiplied thy merchants above the stars of heaven: the cankerworm spoileth, and fleeth 
away.”



Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Thou hast multiplied thy merchants above the stars of heaven”

• This phrase highlights the extensive commercial activity in Nineveh. The comparison to 
“the stars of heaven” suggests that there were countless merchants in Nineveh, 
indicating a thriving economy driven by trade. However, this abundance is not portrayed 
positively; it reflects an insatiable greed that characterized Nineveh’s society.

• The imagery evokes a sense of overwhelming numbers—just as stars are numerous and 
often beyond counting, so too were the merchants who flocked to Nineveh seeking 
profit.

2. “the cankerworm spoileth”

• The term “cankerworm” refers to a type of locust or destructive insect known for 
devouring crops. In this context, it symbolizes destruction and decay. The cankerworm 
represents not only physical destruction but also moral decay within Nineveh’s society.

• This phrase implies that despite their wealth and abundance, there is an underlying 
vulnerability; just as crops can be ravaged by pests, so too can Nineveh’s prosperity be 
undermined by divine judgment.

3. “and fleeth away”

• The concluding part of this verse emphasizes transience and loss. The idea that the 
cankerworm “fleeth away” suggests that what is gained through greed will ultimately be 
lost. It serves as a warning about the fleeting nature of material wealth acquired through 
exploitation.

• This reflects a broader biblical theme where earthly treasures are temporary and subject 
to loss or destruction (Matthew 6:19-21).

Theological Implications

Nahum 3:16 serves as both a condemnation and a warning. It critiques not only the economic practices 
in Nineveh but also their ethical implications. The excessive focus on commerce at the expense of 
morality leads to societal decay—a theme prevalent throughout biblical literature.

The verse encapsulates God’s judgment against those who exploit others for gain while ignoring justice 
and righteousness. It reinforces the idea that no matter how prosperous one may appear externally, 
internal corruption will lead to inevitable downfall.

Conclusion

In summary, Nahum 3:16 provides profound insights into the nature of greed and its consequences 
within society. By using vivid imagery related to commerce and destruction, this verse illustrates how 
unchecked ambition can lead to ruin—not just for individuals but for entire nations.



Verse Commentary on Nahum 3:17 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Nahum 3:17 states, “Thy crowned are as the locusts, and thy captains as the great grasshoppers, which 
camp in the hedges in the cold day, but when the sun ariseth they flee away, and their place is not 
known where they are.” This verse is part of a larger prophetic message delivered by Nahum 
concerning the impending judgment against Nineveh, the capital of Assyria. The imagery used here 
serves to illustrate both the multitude and the cowardice of Nineveh’s leaders.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Thy crowned are as the locusts”

• The term “crowned” refers to those in positions of authority—kings, princes, and 
leaders. By comparing them to locusts, Nahum emphasizes their numbers and perhaps 
their destructiveness. Locusts are known for swarming in vast quantities, which can lead 
to devastation in agricultural contexts. This comparison suggests that while these leaders 
may appear powerful due to their numbers, they lack true strength or stability.

2. “and thy captains as the great grasshoppers”

• Here, “captains” refers specifically to military leaders or commanders. The comparison 
to “great grasshoppers” continues the theme of insignificance despite outward 
appearances. Grasshoppers are often seen as pests rather than formidable creatures; thus, 
this metaphor implies that Nineveh’s military might is illusory.

3. “which camp in the hedges in the cold day”

• The phrase describes how these leaders (like locusts) seek shelter during unfavorable 
conditions (“in the cold day”). This imagery suggests a lack of courage or willingness to 
engage when circumstances become challenging. It indicates that these leaders prefer 
safety over confrontation.

4. “but when the sun ariseth they flee away”

• The rising sun symbolizes a change in circumstances—perhaps a call to action or a 
moment of truth. The fleeing behavior of locusts at this time underscores cowardice; 
instead of standing firm during critical moments, they abandon their posts when faced 
with danger or responsibility.

5. “and their place is not known where they are.”

• This concluding phrase highlights total abandonment and loss of identity among these 
leaders when confronted with adversity. Their retreat signifies not just physical absence 
but also a failure in leadership—when needed most, they vanish without a trace.

Thematic Implications

The overarching theme in Nahum 3:17 reflects divine judgment against Nineveh’s corrupt leadership 
and moral decay. By likening them to locusts and grasshoppers, Nahum conveys that despite their 
apparent power and influence, these leaders will ultimately prove ineffective and cowardly when faced 
with God’s impending wrath.



This verse serves as both a warning and an indictment—a reminder that true strength lies not in 
numbers or titles but in integrity and courage under pressure.

Conclusion

Nahum 3:17 uses vivid imagery to portray Nineveh’s leadership as numerous yet cowardly, 
emphasizing their inability to stand firm against divine judgment. Through this verse, readers gain 
insight into God’s perspective on leadership—one that values courage and accountability over mere 
appearance or status.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 3:18 (KJV)

Context of the Book of Nahum

The Book of Nahum is a prophetic text in the Old Testament, primarily focused on the impending 
judgment and destruction of Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire. Nahum prophesies during a 
time when Assyria was known for its cruelty and oppression, particularly against Israel. The tone of the 
book is one of both warning and assurance; it assures God’s people that their oppressors will face 
divine retribution.

Analysis of Nahum 3:18

The verse reads as follows in the King James Version (KJV):

“Thy shepherds slumber, O king of Assyria; thy nobles shall dwell in the dust: thy people is scattered 
upon the mountains, and no man gathereth them.”

1. “Thy shepherds slumber”
The term “shepherds” here symbolizes leaders or rulers. In biblical literature, shepherds are 
often seen as caretakers or guides for their flocks (the people). The phrase indicates that these 
leaders are negligent and unresponsive to their duties. This negligence is critical because it 
suggests a failure to protect and guide the people during times of crisis. The imagery evokes a 
sense of abandonment, where those who should be vigilant are instead complacent.

2. “O king of Assyria; thy nobles shall dwell in the dust:”
This part addresses directly the king and his noblemen, indicating that they too will face dire 
consequences for their failures. “Dwell in the dust” implies death or defeat—an ultimate 
humiliation for those who once held power and authority. It signifies that not only will they lose 
their status but also their lives, reinforcing the idea that divine judgment will lead to their 
downfall.

3. “thy people is scattered upon the mountains,”
The scattering of people reflects chaos and disarray within society. In ancient Near Eastern 
cultures, being scattered was synonymous with defeat and vulnerability. It suggests that without 
proper leadership (the shepherds), the populace cannot remain united or safe; they become easy 
prey for enemies.

4. “and no man gathereth them.”
This concluding phrase emphasizes hopelessness and despair among the people. There is no one 



left to rally them or restore order—a stark contrast to what a good shepherd would do by 
gathering his flock together for protection and guidance. This lack of leadership results in a 
complete breakdown of societal structure.

Theological Implications

Nahum 3:18 serves as a poignant reminder about leadership’s responsibilities within any community or 
nation. It illustrates how neglectful leadership can lead to widespread suffering among those who 
depend on them for guidance and protection. Furthermore, it underscores God’s sovereignty over 
nations; even powerful empires like Assyria are subject to His judgment when they stray from 
righteousness.

This verse also reflects broader themes found throughout scripture regarding accountability—leaders 
are held responsible not just for their actions but also for how those actions affect others under their 
care.

Conclusion

In summary, Nahum 3:18 paints a vivid picture of failed leadership leading to societal collapse among 
the Assyrians. The imagery used highlights themes of negligence, judgment, scattering, and 
hopelessness—all central to understanding God’s message through Nahum regarding justice against 
oppressive powers.

Verse Commentary on Nahum 3:19 (KJV)

Introduction to Nahum 3:19

Nahum 3:19 states, “There is no healing of thy bruise; thy wound is grievous: all that hear the bruit of 
thee shall clap the hands over thee: for upon whom hath not thy wickedness passed continually?” This 
verse serves as a powerful conclusion to the prophetic message delivered by Nahum regarding the 
impending doom of Nineveh, the capital of Assyria. The imagery and language used in this verse 
encapsulate themes of judgment, retribution, and the ultimate downfall of a once-mighty city.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “There is no healing of thy bruise; thy wound is grievous:”

• This phrase employs metaphorical language to describe Nineveh’s condition. The 
“bruise” and “wound” symbolize the deep-seated corruption and moral decay within the 
city. The use of “no healing” indicates that Nineveh’s spiritual and ethical failings are 
beyond repair. This reflects a broader theological theme found throughout scripture 
where persistent sin leads to inevitable judgment (Jeremiah 30:12-15). The grievous 
nature of the wound suggests severe consequences for their actions, emphasizing that 
divine justice cannot be avoided.

2. “All that hear the bruit of thee shall clap the hands over thee:”

• The term “bruit” refers to a report or rumor, indicating that news of Nineveh’s downfall 
will spread widely. The act of clapping hands signifies joy or celebration among those 
who have suffered under Nineveh’s oppression. This reaction illustrates a reversal of 



fortune; those who were once victims will now rejoice at their oppressor’s demise 
(Ezekiel 25:17). It highlights a communal response to justice being served, reinforcing 
the idea that divine retribution brings relief and vindication to those wronged.

3. “For upon whom hath not thy wickedness passed continually?”

• This rhetorical question underscores Nineveh’s pervasive cruelty and oppression. It 
implies that their wickedness has affected all nations around them, making them 
universally reviled. The continual nature of their wrongdoing suggests an unrepentant 
heart and a long history of injustice (Isaiah 10:1-4). By framing it as a question, Nahum 
emphasizes the extent of Nineveh’s sins, inviting readers to reflect on their actions and 
consequences.

Theological Implications

Nahum 3:19 serves as both a warning and an assurance. For those who engage in wickedness, it warns 
that there will be no escape from divine judgment; for victims of oppression, it assures them that justice 
will ultimately prevail. This duality reflects God’s character as both just and merciful—He does not 
overlook sin but also provides hope for redemption through His judgment against evil.

Conclusion

In summary, Nahum 3:19 encapsulates profound truths about justice, retribution, and moral 
accountability. It serves as a reminder that while empires may rise through oppression and wickedness, 
they will inevitably fall when they stray from righteousness. The vivid imagery employed by Nahum 
reinforces these themes powerfully, leaving readers with a stark warning about the consequences of sin.

CONCLUSION:

The conclusion of the Book of Nahum (Nahum 3:18–19) brings the prophet’s 
message of judgment against Nineveh to a decisive and vivid close. It encapsulates 
the themes of divine justice, the fall of prideful empires, and the ultimate 
deliverance of the oppressed. Below is a detailed analysis and exposition of the 
conclusion:

The Unraveling of Leadership (Nahum 3:18)

“Your shepherds slumber, O king of Assyria; your nobles rest in the dust. Your people are 
scattered on the mountains, and no one gathers them.”

The imagery here paints a stark picture of a fallen empire. The “shepherds” (leaders) are described as 
asleep, signifying negligence or death. This suggests the complete collapse of Nineveh’s ruling class, 
which has failed to protect and lead the people. The “nobles” resting in the dust symbolize their defeat 
and death, emphasizing the kingdom’s ruin.



The scattering of the people “on the mountains” signifies chaos and disarray. The once-mighty and 
unified Assyrian empire, which ruled with terror and oppression, is now leaderless and fragmented. No 
one remains to restore order or regather the people, underlining the totality of Nineveh’s destruction.

The Finality of Judgment (Nahum 3:19)

“Your injury has no healing; your wound is severe. All who hear news of you will clap their hands 
over you, for upon whom has not your wickedness passed continually?”

This verse drives home the irreversible nature of Nineveh’s downfall. The metaphor of an incurable 
wound highlights the permanence of its destruction. Unlike previous threats that Nineveh survived, this 
judgment from God is final.

The reaction of the surrounding nations is telling: they “clap their hands” in rejoicing over Nineveh’s 
demise. This response underscores the widespread relief at the fall of an oppressive power that had 
inflicted suffering and devastation on its neighbors. The rhetorical question, “For upon whom has not 
your wickedness passed continually?” points to Assyria’s relentless cruelty and exploitation. Its fall is 
both a punishment for its sins and a deliverance for its victims.

Themes in the Conclusion

1. Divine Justice: The conclusion reinforces the central theme of Nahum—that God is a righteous 
judge who will not allow unchecked evil to prevail indefinitely. Nineveh’s fall demonstrates that 
no empire, no matter how powerful, is immune to divine retribution.

2. The Transience of Human Power: Nineveh, once a symbol of invincible strength, is now 
irrevocably destroyed. Its downfall serves as a reminder of the impermanence of human power 
when it stands against God.

3. The Triumph of the Oppressed: The nations’ rejoicing signifies the vindication of those who 
suffered under Assyrian domination. Their clapping hands symbolize the global impact of God’s 
justice.

The Broader Message

The conclusion of Nahum is not just about the fall of Nineveh; it is a timeless reminder of God’s 
sovereignty over all nations and history. While the prophecy focuses on a specific historical context, it 
carries a universal lesson: wickedness and oppression, no matter how entrenched, will ultimately face 
divine judgment.

For believers, Nahum’s conclusion offers both a sobering warning and a source of hope. It warns 
against arrogance and injustice, reminding individuals and nations alike that God holds all accountable. 
At the same time, it provides comfort in the assurance that God is attentive to the plight of the 
oppressed and faithful to deliver them in His perfect timing.

In this way, the Book of Nahum ends not only with the downfall of Nineveh but also with a 
reaffirmation of God’s unchanging character as a just, sovereign, and compassionate ruler over all 
creation.
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