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Preface
The Christian life has never been promised to be easy. From the earliest days of the church until the 
present hour, followers of Jesus Christ have faced opposition, temptation, suffering, and false teaching. 
Yet through every generation, God has faithfully preserved His people by the power of His Word. The 
letters of 1 and 2 Peter stand as timeless reminders that believers can endure every trial because their 
hope is anchored in the risen Lord Jesus Christ.

Peter knew what it meant to fail. He knew the sting of denying his Master and the shame that followed. 
He also knew the overwhelming grace of forgiveness and restoration. The disciple who once trembled 
before a servant girl would later stand boldly before rulers and crowds, proclaiming the gospel without 
fear. His transformation was not the result of personal determination but of the redeeming power of 
Jesus Christ and the indwelling work of the Holy Spirit.

Because Peter experienced both failure and restoration, his words carry a unique warmth and authority. 
He writes not merely as an apostle, but as a shepherd who understands the struggles of God's people. 
He encourages weary believers to remain steadfast in suffering, to pursue holiness in an ungodly world, 
and to fix their eyes on the glorious return of Christ.

The first letter was written to Christians scattered throughout Asia Minor who were experiencing 
increasing persecution because of their faith. Peter reminds them that they are "strangers and pilgrims" 
in this world, chosen by God, redeemed by the precious blood of Christ, and destined for an eternal 
inheritance that can never perish. Their suffering was temporary, but their hope was eternal.

The second letter addresses another danger facing the church. While persecution threatened believers 
from outside, false teachers sought to corrupt the church from within. Peter warns against deception, 
exposes the character of false teachers, defends the authority of Scripture, and calls believers to 
continue growing in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ while eagerly awaiting His promised 
return.

The themes of these two letters remain remarkably relevant today. Christians throughout the world 
continue to experience hostility because of their faith. Many struggle to remain faithful amid cultural 
pressure, moral compromise, and widespread biblical ignorance. False teaching has become 
increasingly sophisticated, often disguising itself in language that sounds spiritual while denying the 
truth of God's Word. Peter's message speaks directly to these challenges.

This commentary has been written with several goals in mind. First and foremost, it seeks to explain 
the biblical text accurately according to its historical, grammatical, and theological context. Scripture is 
God's inspired, inerrant, and authoritative Word, and every effort has been made to allow the text itself 
to speak without forcing modern opinions upon it.

Second, this commentary is designed to be practical. Every passage of Scripture calls for more than 
intellectual understanding; it calls for transformed living. Throughout these pages, attention is given 



not only to what Peter wrote but also to how his message should shape the daily lives of believers, 
churches, families, and Christian leaders.

Third, this work is intended to strengthen confidence in the reliability of God's Word. In an age when 
biblical truth is frequently questioned, Peter reminds us that "the word of the Lord endures forever" (1 
Peter 1:25) and that "holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit" (2 Peter 1:21). 
These truths remain the foundation upon which the Christian faith stands.

Each section of this commentary examines the biblical text verse by verse, explaining difficult 
passages, exploring significant Greek words when helpful, providing historical background, and 
drawing theological and practical applications. While scholarly resources have been consulted, the 
primary goal has always been clarity and accessibility so that pastors, teachers, Bible study leaders, 
students, and everyday believers alike may benefit from a deeper understanding of God's Word.

Above all, my prayer is that this commentary will point readers beyond the printed page to the living 
Savior. Peter consistently directs our attention to Jesus Christ—our Redeemer, Shepherd, Example, 
High Priest, Coming King, and eternal hope. The purpose of Bible study is never merely to accumulate 
knowledge but to know Christ more deeply, trust Him more completely, and obey Him more faithfully.

If these pages encourage even one believer to stand firm during suffering, expose one false doctrine 
through the light of Scripture, strengthen one church in its commitment to biblical truth, or lead one 
unbeliever to saving faith in Jesus Christ, then every hour spent preparing this volume will have been 
richly rewarded.

May the Lord use this commentary to deepen your love for His Word, strengthen your faith in every 
trial, and fix your heart upon "the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ" 
(1 Peter 1:13). Until that glorious day, may we remain faithful, steadfast, and immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that our labor in Him is never in vain.

Soli Deo Gloria—To God Alone Be the Glory.

Dr. Paul Crawford

Prologue

The Voice of the Rock
The Mediterranean wind carried the salt of the sea as an old apostle sat to write. His hands, once rough 
from casting fishing nets into the waters of Galilee, now bore the marks of decades spent serving Jesus 
Christ. The young fisherman whom Jesus had called to leave his boats behind had become one of the 
greatest leaders in the history of the Christian church.

Simon Peter knew what it meant to live by faith.

He had walked upon the water at the command of Christ. He had witnessed the raising of the dead, the 
feeding of thousands, and the glory of the Transfiguration. He had boldly confessed, "You are the 



Christ, the Son of the living God." Yet he had also experienced devastating failure, denying his Lord 
three times on the darkest night of his life.

But failure did not have the final word.

On the shores of the Sea of Galilee, the risen Savior restored Peter with three gracious questions: "Do 
you love Me?" Each declaration of love was met with a commission: "Feed My sheep." From that 
moment forward, Peter devoted his life to proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ. Filled with the Holy 
Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, he preached with courage, shepherded the growing church, suffered 
imprisonment, endured persecution, and faithfully served until the end of his earthly life.

According to early Christian tradition, Peter would eventually be martyred in Rome during the 
persecution under Emperor Nero. Knowing that his death was near, he wrote with urgency, not to 
preserve his own legacy, but to strengthen the faith of God's people.

His first letter was written to believers scattered throughout Asia Minor. They were strangers in a 
hostile world, facing ridicule, discrimination, and increasing persecution because they belonged to 
Christ. Peter did not promise an easier life. Instead, he reminded them that they possessed something 
far greater than earthly comfort—a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

His second letter carries an equally urgent message. While persecution threatened the church from 
without, false teachers endangered it from within. Peter warned that deceptive voices would distort 
God's truth, exploit believers, and deny the certainty of Christ's return. His solution was not human 
philosophy or cultural accommodation, but unwavering confidence in the inspired Scriptures and 
continual growth in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ.

Nearly two thousand years have passed since Peter penned these inspired words, yet their message is 
more relevant than ever.

The modern church faces many of the same challenges. Around the world, countless Christians suffer 
because of their faith. In many places, biblical truth is ridiculed, morality is redefined, and the authority 
of Scripture is questioned. False teaching often appears in attractive forms, promising prosperity 
without repentance, spirituality without holiness, and salvation without surrender.

Peter's voice still speaks with remarkable clarity.

He reminds us that our citizenship is in heaven.

He calls us to holy living in an unholy world.

He encourages us to rejoice even in suffering.

He warns us to remain vigilant against deception.

He points us continually to the certainty of Christ's glorious return.

Above all, Peter directs our eyes to Jesus Christ—the crucified Savior, the risen Lord, the Chief 
Shepherd, and the coming King. Every chapter of these two epistles exalts Him. Every exhortation is 
rooted in His grace. Every promise rests upon His faithfulness.



This commentary has been written with the conviction that the Bible is the inspired, inerrant, infallible, 
and authoritative Word of God. The goal is not merely to explain the text but to allow God's Word to 
speak with power to every reader. Each passage will be examined verse by verse, seeking to uncover its 
historical setting, grammatical meaning, theological significance, and practical application for daily 
Christian living.

Whether you are a pastor preparing sermons, a teacher leading a Bible study, a student seeking deeper 
understanding, or a believer desiring to grow in your walk with Christ, my prayer is that these pages 
will strengthen your faith and deepen your love for the Lord.

Peter closes his second epistle with a command that serves as the heartbeat of this commentary:

"But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be 
glory both now and forever. Amen." (2 Peter 3:18)

May that be the journey upon which we now embark together. As we study these inspired letters, may 
God grant us steadfast faith in suffering, unwavering commitment to truth, increasing holiness, and an 
unshakable hope until the day we see our Savior face to face.

Let us now open the Scriptures and listen to the voice of the apostle who was transformed by the grace 
of God and commissioned by the Chief Shepherd to strengthen Christ's flock.

May the Holy Spirit illuminate our minds, encourage our hearts, and conform our lives to the image of 
Jesus Christ as we journey together through the books of 1 & 2 Peter.

Introduction to 1 Peter Chapter 1
A Living Hope for Elect Exiles: New Birth, Enduring Trials, and the Word That Abides Forever

First Peter is a letter of encouragement and exhortation written to Christians scattered as a religious and 
social minority across five Roman provinces of Asia Minor, believers who found themselves, in the 
apostle's own repeated language, strangers and pilgrims in a world no longer fully their home. Its five 
chapters move from the living hope secured by Christ's resurrection, through the call to holy conduct 
amid a hostile society, submission within the ordinary structures of household and citizenship modeled 
on Christ's own submissive suffering, and practical instruction for enduring undeserved suffering with a 
good conscience, to the final charge to the elders and the whole flock to stand fast in the true grace of 
God. The letter  holds together an exalted vision of  the believer's  new identity in Christ,  a  chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, with unusually candid, practical counsel for how that 
identity is to be lived out precisely amid suffering, misunderstanding, and social marginalization, and 
the  tension between the  two is  what  has made the letter  perennially  valuable  to  Christians  facing 
hardship in every generation since.

The author identifies himself in the opening verse with simple apostolic authority: Peter, an apostle of 
Jesus  Christ,  traditionally  understood as  Simon Peter,  the  fisherman called by Jesus  alongside his 
brother  Andrew (Matthew 4:18–20)  and one of  the  three  disciples  closest  to  Jesus  throughout  his 
earthly ministry, the same Peter whose confession at Caesarea Philippi (Matthew 16:16) and whose 
threefold denial and threefold restoration (Luke 22:54–62; John 21:15–19) mark two of the most vivid 



personal narratives in the Gospels. Writing, according to the letter's own internal testimony (5:13), from 
Babylon, likely a coded reference to Rome, echoed in the same way Revelation later uses Babylon for 
the imperial capital, Peter addresses believers he identifies as strangers scattered throughout Pontus, 
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, the same regions in which the apostle Paul had, a generation 
earlier,  established churches on his  missionary journeys,  now facing a  season of  increasing social 
hostility and, in some areas, the early stages of what would become sustained imperial persecution.

Chapter 1 opens with one of the most theologically dense single sentences in the New Testament, a 
doxology that moves in a single sweeping breath from the Father's foreknowledge and election, through 
the  Son's  resurrection  that  has  begotten  believers  again  unto  a  lively  hope,  to  an  inheritance 
incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven. This inheritance is held in 
tension with the believers' present experience: for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through 
manifold temptations, trials Peter insists are themselves a refining fire more precious than gold, proving 
a faith that, though its object has never been seen, produces joy unspeakable and full of glory.

The chapter's second half turns from doctrine to exhortation, calling believers to gird up the loins of 
your mind and to be holy in all manner of conversation, because it is written, be ye holy; for I am holy,  
grounding present ethical demand in Israel's own ancient holiness code (Leviticus 11:44–45) even as it 
reinterprets that demand around the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without  
spot, foreordained before the foundation of the world. The chapter closes with the promise of new 
birth, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for  
ever, contrasting the enduring, life-giving word with the fleeting grass and flower of all merely human 
glory, in a deliberate echo of the same Isaiah 40 passage this study has already encountered quoted in 
James chapter 1's own meditation on the rich man who fadeth away in his ways.

Opening Prayer

Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ,

We come to you as those you have begotten again, according to your abundant mercy, unto a lively 
hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. Thank you for an inheritance incorruptible, and  
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for us, kept not by our own strength but by your  
power through faith.

Lord, when we are in heaviness through manifold temptations, let us remember that the trial of our 
faith is more precious than gold that perisheth, being refined for praise and honour and glory at the 
appearing of Jesus Christ. Give us the same love for the One we have not seen, and the same joy 
unspeakable and full of glory, that Peter commends to these scattered and suffering believers.



And Lord, gird up the loins of our minds; make us sober, and holy in all manner of conversation, as you  
who have called us are holy. Remind us that we were redeemed, not with corruptible things, as silver 
and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, and that we are born again, not of corruptible seed, but  
of incorruptible, by your word, which liveth and abideth for ever.

In Jesus' name, Amen.

1 Peter 1:1–9

Elect Exiles and a Living Hope: The Inheritance Reserved and the Trial of Faith More Precious Than 
Gold

(1) Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,

(2) Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto 
obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.

(3) Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy 
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

(4) To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for 
you,

(5) Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

(6) Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through 
manifold temptations:

(7) That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried  
with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:

(8) Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory:

(9) Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.

The Context

"Peter,  an  apostle  of  Jesus  Christ"  opens  with  simple  apostolic  self-identification,  no  elaboration 
needed given the weight the name itself carried; "to the strangers scattered" (a phrase that in Greek 
describes sojourners of the dispersion) applies to Gentile and Jewish Christians alike a term originally 
describing Jewish exile from the homeland, now reapplied to describe every believer's fundamentally 
displaced status in relation to present society, regardless of actual geography, a theological rather than 



merely ethnic or political designation that will recur throughout the letter (compare 2:11's "strangers 
and pilgrims").

Verse  2's  trinitarian  structure,  "elect  according  to  the  foreknowledge  of  God  the  Father,  through 
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ," is one of the 
New Testament's clearest trinitarian formulas, attributing a distinct role to each person: the Father's 
foreknowledge as the ultimate ground of election, the Spirit's sanctifying work as the present means, 
and  obedience  and  the  sprinkling  of  Christ's  blood  (echoing  the  sprinkled  blood  of  the  covenant 
ceremony in Exodus 24:8) as the intended result and covenant seal. Salvation is thoroughly Trinitarian 
in its very structure, not merely in later doctrinal reflection upon it.

The doxology proper begins in verses 3 through 5: "blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ,  which  according to  his  abundant  mercy hath  begotten  us  again  unto  a  lively  hope by the 
resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  from the  dead."  The  resurrection  is  not  merely  a  past  historical  fact  
affirmed  but  the  actual  generative  cause  of  the  believer's  new birth  and  hope,  tying  regeneration 
directly  and  inseparably  to  the  historical  resurrection  event.  "To  an  inheritance  incorruptible,  and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away" uses three parallel negative descriptors, each answering a specific 
limitation of every earthly inheritance: it cannot decay, cannot be defiled, cannot fade. "Reserved in 
heaven for you" pictures a completed, settled, ongoing state of safekeeping.

Verse 5's "who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time" describes a double custody: the inheritance is kept, using the same root as "reserved" in verse 
4, not only in heaven but believers themselves are correspondingly kept on earth by the identical divine 
power, through faith as the means, toward a salvation already essentially complete yet awaiting final  
revelation. The inheritance is guarded in heaven and the heirs are guarded on earth, meeting at the 
appointed consummation.

Verses 6 and 7's "wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness  
through manifold temptations" holds genuine present suffering together with genuine present rejoicing 
rather than treating the two as mutually exclusive states, the phrase "if need be" suggesting that even 
the  necessity  of  the  trial  is  itself  subject  to  God's  own  wise  determination  rather  than  random 
happenstance.  "That the trial  of your faith,  being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, 
though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus 
Christ" employs the refiner's fire image, familiar from Malachi 3:2–3, Proverbs 17:3, and Zechariah 
13:9, to describe trial's purifying and proving function, with faith's proven genuineness valued even 
above gold, the most precious metal available to the ancient world.

Verses 8 and 9 describe a remarkable love and joy directed at a person never physically encountered: 
"whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory." This anticipates the very dynamic of faith that will characterize the  
church across every subsequent generation removed from Christ's earthly presence, directly echoing 
Jesus' own words to Thomas, "blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed" (John 20:29).  



"Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls" names the destination toward which 
this trial-tested, unseen-yet-beloved faith is already, even now, arriving.

Plain American English

This letter comes from Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to God's chosen people who are living as  
outsiders scattered across the Roman provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia. 
God the Father chose you long ago, the Spirit is making you holy, and you are called to obey Jesus 
Christ and be covered by his blood. May grace and peace overflow in your lives. Praise be to the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who in his great mercy gave us new birth into a living hope 
through Jesus' resurrection from the dead. He has given us an inheritance that can never perish, spoil, 
or fade, kept in heaven for you, and God's power is guarding you through faith until salvation is fully  
revealed at the end of time. So be glad about this, even though right now you have to endure many 
kinds of trials for a little while. These troubles come to prove that your faith, which is worth more than 
gold that can be destroyed, is genuine, and this will bring you praise, honor, and glory when Jesus 
Christ is revealed. Though you have never seen him, you love him. You do not see him now, but you 
trust him, and you are filled with a joy too great for words. The reward for trusting him is the salvation  
of your very souls.

Key Observations

"elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, 
unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ": This signifies One of the New 
Testament's Clearest Single-Verse Statements of the Trinity's Distinct Work in Salvation.

The Father's  foreknowledge,  the  Spirit's  sanctifying work,  and the  Son's  atoning blood are  named 
together  as  three  distinct  contributions  to  a  single  saving  work,  so  that  salvation  is  thoroughly 
Trinitarian in its very structure from the letter's opening greeting, not merely in later doctrinal reflection 
upon it.

"an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for 
you… who are kept by the power of God": This signifies A Double Custody, With the Inheritance 
Guarded in Heaven and the Heirs Guarded on Earth by the Identical Power.

The same verb root describes both the inheritance being reserved in heaven and the believer being kept 
on earth, picturing two ends of a single chain of divine safekeeping that stretches from the present 
moment to the promised inheritance's final revealing.

"the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth… might be found 
unto praise and honour and glory": This signifies Trials Function as a Refining Fire That Proves 
Faith Genuine, Rather Than as Punishment or Meaningless Hardship.

By comparing tested faith favorably to refined gold, the most precious metal available to the ancient 
world, Peter reframes present suffering as purposeful proof rather than as evidence of divine absence or 
displeasure.



What This Means for Us Today

1. Receive Present Trials as Refinement Rather Than Abandonment, Without Denying That They 
Are Genuinely Painful: Verse 6 does not ask believers to pretend heaviness is not real; it holds real 
grief and real rejoicing together in the same sentence. Contemporary believers facing hardship can 
name the pain honestly while still trusting that the trial is being used toward a proving and refining  
purpose rather than being wasted or meaningless.

2. Ground Present Identity in a Future Inheritance That No External Circumstance Can Touch, 
Rather Than in Present Circumstance Itself:  An inheritance that cannot decay, cannot be defiled, 
and  cannot  fade  offers  a  fixed  point  of  identity  and  security  that  present  loss,  instability,  or 
displacement cannot reach, inviting believers to locate their deepest security somewhere circumstances 
cannot follow.

How This Relates to Today

Peter's language of scattered strangers speaks directly to any contemporary believer who experiences 
faith as placing them at odds with the surrounding culture, whether through geographic displacement, 
minority status, or simply the sense that Christian conviction no longer fits comfortably within the 
wider society's assumptions. The letter does not treat this displacement as a problem to be solved by 
blending in, but as a status with its own dignity, rooted in God's own election rather than in social 
acceptance.

Verse 8's description of loving someone never physically seen anticipates, almost two thousand years in 
advance, the exact situation of every believer since the apostolic generation, none of whom have had 
direct physical access to Jesus. In an age often preoccupied with direct, verifiable, first-hand evidence 
for every claim, this verse names faith without sight not as a deficient second-best but as itself a source 
of joy unspeakable and full of glory.

Key  Lesson:  *The  chapter's  opening  doxology  moves  from  election  and  new  birth,  through  an  
inheritance no earthly power can touch, to a present season of trial that Peter insists is itself doing  
refining work rather than pointless damage, and closes by naming an unseen love and an unspeakable  
joy as the ordinary, expected experience of everyone who trusts Christ without having beheld him,  
arriving finally at the salvation of the soul as faith's guaranteed destination.*

1 Peter 1:10–12

Which Salvation the Prophets Searched: Prophetic Anticipation and Angels Desiring to Look In



(10) Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the 
grace that should come unto you:

(11) Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it 
testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.

(12) Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, 
which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost 
sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into.

The Context

Verse 10's "of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of 
the grace that should come unto you" describes the Old Testament prophets not as merely passive 
transmitters  of  predictions  they  fully  understood,  but  as  active,  diligent  researchers  into  the  very 
message their own prophecies contained, a striking picture of prophetic inspiration that did not always 
come with complete comprehension attached.

Verse 11's "searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify,  
when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow" identifies the 
Spirit at work within the Old Testament prophets specifically as "the Spirit of Christ," a remarkable and 
theologically significant claim locating the pre-incarnate Christ's own activity within Israel's prophetic 
tradition centuries before his birth. The prophets' specific object of inquiry was twofold and, from a 
purely human vantage point, paradoxical: the sufferings of Christ and the glory that should follow. The 
prophets could see both realities in their own oracles, compare Isaiah 53's suffering servant alongside 
Isaiah 9 and 11's exalted messianic king, without being able to fully resolve how suffering and glory 
belonged to a single, unified figure and a single, unified timeline.

Verse 12's "unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the 
things" clarifies that this prophetic searching was not left permanently unresolved for the prophets' own 
sake,  but  was revealed to them precisely in the recognition that  its  fulfillment belonged to a later  
generation, so that their own ministry, even in its partial understanding, served a future audience rather 
than only their own immediate one. "Which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the 
gospel  unto  you with  the  Holy Ghost  sent  down from heaven"  completes  the  picture,  the  Spirit's 
activity spanning from the Old Testament prophets, through the apostolic preachers, to the letter's own 
present readers, a single continuous work across radically different eras.

The chapter closes this short  unit with a detail  found nowhere else quite so explicitly in the New 
Testament:  "which things  the  angels  desire  to  look into."  Even angelic  beings,  who behold God's 
presence  directly  and  possess  knowledge  and  understanding  far  exceeding  human  capacity,  are 
described as longing to look closely into the realities of the gospel now revealed to ordinary, often  
suffering, human believers, the same verb elsewhere translated "look into" used of stooping down to 
peer closely at something (compare James 1:25's looking into the perfect law of liberty). It is a striking 
reversal  in  which  the  recipients  of  this  letter  possess,  in  their  present  grasp  of  the  gospel,  an 
understanding that even angels long to more fully comprehend.



Plain American English

The prophets who spoke long ago about the grace that would come to you searched hard and carefully 
to understand this salvation. They kept trying to figure out when it would happen and what it would  
look like, because the Spirit of Christ living in them was already pointing ahead to Christ's sufferings 
and the glory that would follow. It was shown to them that they were not serving themselves by these  
prophecies, they were serving you. The very things they searched for have now been announced to you, 
plainly, by preachers of the gospel working through the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. These are things 
even angels long to look closely into.

Key Observations

"the prophets have inquired and searched diligently… searching what, or what manner of time": 
This signifies A Picture of Prophetic Inspiration That Did Not Always Come With Complete 
Understanding Attached.

The prophets are described as active,  diligent  researchers into the very message their  own oracles 
contained, receiving genuine revelation from God without necessarily grasping its full timing or shape, 
a model of inspired speech that outran the speaker's own comprehension.

"the Spirit of Christ which was in them… testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the 
glory that should follow": This signifies The Pre-Incarnate Christ's Own Activity Located Within 
Israel's Prophetic Tradition Centuries Before His Birth.

By naming the Spirit within the Old Testament prophets as the Spirit of Christ, Peter locates Christ's 
own involvement in prophecy long before the incarnation,  while also naming the prophets'  central 
difficulty: they could see suffering and glory both foretold, without being able to fully resolve how one 
figure and one timeline could hold both together.

"which things the angels desire to look into": This signifies A Striking Reversal in Which 
Suffering Human Believers Possess an Understanding Even Angels Long to Grasp More Fully.

Angelic beings, who behold God directly and exceed human knowledge in every ordinary respect, are 
pictured stooping down to peer  closely at  realities  that  scattered,  often suffering believers  already 
possess in their present grasp of the gospel.

What This Means for Us Today

1. Read the Old Testament as Genuinely Searching Toward Christ, Not Merely as Background 
Material Christ Later Replaced: The prophets are pictured actively inquiring into the very salvation 
later believers now enjoy, inviting contemporary readers to approach the Old Testament expecting to 
find Christ  genuinely anticipated within it,  rather than treating it  as superseded material with little 
bearing on gospel faith.



2.  Receive  Present  Gospel  Understanding  as  a  Genuine  Privilege  Rather  Than  Something 
Ordinary or Easily Taken for Granted: If angels themselves long to look more closely into realities 
believers already possess through faith, then plain, ordinary access to the gospel message deserves a  
weight of gratitude and attentiveness that familiarity too easily erodes.

How This Relates to Today

The prophets' difficulty in resolving how suffering and glory belonged to a single figure and timeline 
speaks to a persistent contemporary temptation to expect faith to deliver either comfortable ease or 
dramatic vindication, without holding space for both realities to coexist within a single Christian life, 
exactly as they coexisted, unresolved, within Christ's own story before his followers could see how it 
would turn out.

The picture of angels longing to look into the gospel offers a corrective to any contemporary tendency 
to treat familiar Christian teaching as unremarkable simply because it is well known. What has become 
commonplace to frequent hearers is, in Peter's own telling, still an object of wonder to beings who 
know infinitely more than any human audience.

Key  Lesson:  *This  short  unit  reaches  backward  into  the  Old  Testament  prophets,  who  searched  
diligently into their own oracles without fully grasping how suffering and glory belonged together in a  
single figure, and reaches outward to the angels, who long to look closely into a gospel now plainly  
preached, together framing the letter's own present readers as recipients of an understanding both  
anticipated across centuries and desired even by beings who behold God directly.*

1 Peter 1:13–21

Be Ye Holy, For I Am Holy: Girding Up the Mind and the Precious Blood of the Lamb

(13) Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be 
brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

(14) As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance:

(15) But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;

(16) Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.

(17) And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man's 
work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear:

(18) Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from 
your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;

(19) But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:



(20) Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last 
times for you,

(21) Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your 
faith and your hope might be in God.

The Context

"Wherefore" signals the direct ethical application of the doctrine just laid out in verses 3 through 12.  
"Gird up the loins of your mind" employs a vivid image from ancient dress, in which a long, loose robe  
had to be physically gathered up and tucked into a belt  before a person could run,  work, or fight 
effectively, compare Exodus 12:11's instruction for the Passover meal, eaten with loins girded, ready 
for  departure,  applied  here  metaphorically  to  mental  and  spiritual  readiness,  disciplined  thinking 
prepared for action rather than left loose and unfocused. "Be sober," meaning clear-headed and free 
from intoxication whether literal or figurative, and "hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought  
unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ" direct this readiness toward a specific future horizon, Christ's  
return.

Verse  14's  "as  obedient  children,  not  fashioning  yourselves  according  to  the  former  lusts  in  your 
ignorance" names the believers' pre-conversion pattern of life specifically as ignorance, not merely as 
sin in the abstract but as a state of not-yet-knowing that the gospel has now decisively ended, and 
warns against fashioning oneself, the same root Paul uses in Romans 12:2's "be not conformed to this 
world," according to a pattern that conversion has already rendered obsolete.

Verses 15 and 16, "but as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;  
because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy," directly quote the holiness code of Leviticus (11:44–
45; 19:2; 20:7),  reapplying Israel's own foundational ethical demand to the New Testament church 
without qualification or softening. The character of the God who calls  believers becomes,  without 
mediation,  the  standard  for  the  believers'  own  character,  extended  explicitly  to  all  manner  of 
conversation, meaning the whole pattern of daily conduct, not merely isolated religious acts.

Verse 17's "and if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every 
man's  work,  pass  the  time  of  your  sojourning  here  in  fear"  reminds  believers  who  address  God 
intimately as Father that this same Father is also an impartial judge, compare the identical concern for 
impartiality  already  found  in  James  2:1–9,  and  that  the  believer's  present  life,  already  named  as 
sojourning in verse 1's language, should be marked by reverent fear, not terror of losing salvation, but 
the appropriate seriousness owed to a life still under the Father's own righteous evaluation.

Verses 18 and 19 contrast the two possible currencies of redemption: "forasmuch as ye know that ye 
were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by 
tradition from your fathers; but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and  
without spot." Silver and gold, valuable but ultimately corruptible, the same currency the trial of faith 
in verse 7 has already been shown to exceed in worth, is set against the precious blood of Christ,  



drawing directly on Passover lamb imagery (Exodus 12:5's lamb without blemish) and the broader 
Levitical  sacrificial  requirement  of  unblemished  offerings  (Leviticus  22:19–21).  Christ's  death  is 
pictured as the payment of a genuine ransom price, redeeming believers specifically out of an inherited, 
generationally transmitted pattern of futile living.

Verses 20 and 21 locate Christ's sacrificial role in eternity past, before creation itself: "who verily was 
foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you." His  
actual historical appearance belongs to "these last times," the inaugurated end of the ages that began 
with his incarnation. "Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him 
glory; that your faith and your hope might be in God" closes the unit by returning to the resurrection 
already introduced in verse 3, now naming its purpose explicitly: to secure that both faith and hope rest 
finally and entirely in God rather than in any lesser, more fragile object of trust.

Plain American English

So get your minds ready for action, stay clear-headed, and put your full hope in the grace that will be  
given to you when Jesus Christ is revealed. Live as obedient children. Do not slide back into the old  
desires you used to follow when you did not know any better. Instead, be holy in everything you do, 
because the one who called you is holy, and it is written, be holy, because I am holy. And since you call  
on a Father who judges everyone fairly, based on what they have done, live the rest of your time here 
on earth with reverent respect. Remember, you were not bought back from the empty way of life passed 
down from your ancestors with something that fades away, like silver and gold. You were bought with 
the precious blood of Christ, like a lamb without any flaw or blemish. He was chosen before the world 
even began, but he was revealed for your sake in these last days. Through him you believe in God, who 
raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope would rest in God.

Key Observations

"gird up the loins of your mind, be sober": This signifies Disciplined, Purposeful Mental and 
Spiritual Readiness for Action.

The image of physically gathering up a loose robe before running, working, or fighting is applied to the 
whole pattern of a believer's thinking, picturing readiness as something requiring deliberate preparation 
rather than passive drift.

"be ye holy; for I am holy": This signifies Israel's Own Foundational Holiness Code Reapplied to 
the Church Without Qualification.

By quoting Leviticus directly and without softening, Peter grounds the church's ethical standard in the 
unchanged character of the calling God, extending the demand explicitly to the whole pattern of daily 
conduct rather than to isolated religious acts alone.



"not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold… but with the precious blood of Christ, 
as of a lamb without blemish": This signifies Redemption Pictured as the Payment of a Genuine 
Ransom Price Drawing on Passover and Levitical Sacrificial Imagery.

Setting the  most  valuable  ordinary currency,  silver  and gold,  against  the  precious  blood of  Christ  
frames the cross as an actual transaction that purchases believers out of an inherited, futile way of life, 
not merely as a symbolic gesture.

What This Means for Us Today

1. Let Reverent Fear of a Fair Judge Coexist With Confident Address to a Loving Father, Rather 
Than Collapsing Into Either Alone:  Verse 17 holds together intimate access to God as Father and 
sober awareness of God as impartial judge, resisting both a casual familiarity that forgets accountability 
and an anxious fear that forgets adoption.

2. Refuse Old, Inherited Patterns of Living Simply Because They Are Familiar or Traditional: 
Verse 18's vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers names inherited habits, not only 
individually chosen sin, as something believers are actively redeemed out of, inviting an honest look at  
family or cultural patterns that faith is meant to interrupt rather than merely inherit unexamined.

How This Relates to Today

The  command  to  gird  up  the  loins  of  your  mind  speaks  directly  to  a  contemporary  environment 
saturated with distraction, where mental and spiritual readiness is rarely the default state and must be 
deliberately cultivated against a steady pull toward passivity and drift.

The  holiness  standard  of  verses  15  and  16,  extended  to  all  manner  of  conversation,  resists  any 
contemporary  tendency  to  compartmentalize  faith  into  private  or  religious  spheres  while  leaving 
ordinary conduct, speech, and habits untouched by the same standard.

Key Lesson:  *This central section moves from a call  to mental and spiritual readiness,  through a  
holiness standard borrowed directly from Israel's own ancient law and applied without qualification to  
the whole pattern of daily life, to the costly, historical reality of redemption by Christ's precious blood,  
foreordained before creation and revealed in these last times so that faith and hope might rest, finally,  
in God alone.*

1 Peter 1:22–25

Born Again by the Living Word: Unfeigned Love and the Grass That Withers



(22) Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of 
the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:

(23) Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth 
and abideth for ever.

(24) For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and 
the flower thereof falleth away:

(25) But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached 
unto you.

The Context

Verse 22's "seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned 
love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently" grounds the command to 
love in an already-accomplished spiritual reality rather than treating love as a demand imposed from 
outside a person's actual condition. "Unfeigned," meaning without hypocrisy, and "fervently," meaning 
at full stretch, with sustained intensity, the same word used of Jesus' own prayer in Gethsemane in Luke 
22:44, describe a love that is both entirely genuine and energetically sustained rather than passive or 
merely dutiful.

Verse 23's "being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which 
liveth and abideth for ever" returns to the "begotten again" language of verse 3, now specifying the  
actual  agent  and  means  of  this  new  birth  as  the  word  of  God  itself,  described  with  the  same 
incorruptible quality already applied to the believer's inheritance in verse 4, tying together the whole 
chapter's argument: an incorruptible inheritance is fittingly secured by an incorruptible means of new 
birth.

Verses 24 and 25 close the chapter with a direct quotation from Isaiah 40:6–8: "for all flesh is as grass,  
and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth 
away: but the word of the Lord endureth for ever." This is the same Isaiah passage this study has  
previously encountered echoed in James 1:10–11's meditation on the rich man who "shall fade away in 
his ways," here applied not primarily to wealth but more broadly to the entire fleeting character of 
human existence and achievement, contrasted absolutely with the enduring word.

"And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you" identifies this enduring, incorruptible  
word specifically with the gospel message the letter's  recipients have already received, closing the 
chapter  by  locating  the  whole  preceding  argument's  grand  doctrinal  claims,  election,  living  hope, 
incorruptible inheritance,  refined faith,  prophetic  anticipation,  holy calling,  costly redemption,  new 
birth,  in the ordinary,  concrete  act  of gospel  preaching that  first  brought these scattered,  suffering 
believers into the reality the chapter has just described. The chapter that opened with a dense trinitarian 
doxology closes with the plain reminder that all of it comes down, finally, to a message that was simply 
preached and simply believed.



Plain American English

Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth, which has led you to a sincere love for 
other believers, love one another deeply, from a pure heart. You have been born again, not from a seed 
that dies, but from one that never dies, through the living and lasting word of God. As Scripture says,  
all people are like grass, and all their glory is like a wildflower. The grass dries up, and the flower falls, 
but the word of the Lord lasts forever. And this word is the good news that was preached to you.

Key Observations

"seeing ye have purified your souls… see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently": 
This signifies Love Commanded on the Basis of an Already-Accomplished Spiritual Reality.

The command to love genuinely  and energetically  rests  on a  prior,  already-completed purification 
rather than being presented as a demand imposed on an unchanged condition, making the command an 
outworking of identity rather than an attempt to manufacture it.

"born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and 
abideth for ever": This signifies An Incorruptible Inheritance Fittingly Secured by an Equally 
Incorruptible Means of New Birth.

The same incorruptible quality applied to the believer's future inheritance in verse 4 is here applied to 
the very word that produces new birth, tying the chapter's opening and closing arguments into a single,  
unified picture.

"all flesh is as grass… but the word of the Lord endureth for ever": This signifies The Entire 
Fleeting Character of Human Existence Contrasted Absolutely With the Enduring Word.

Quoting the same Isaiah passage already encountered echoed in James 1's meditation on a fading rich 
man, Peter broadens the image beyond wealth to the whole of human life and achievement, setting all  
of it against a word that alone does not fade.

What This Means for Us Today

1. Let Genuine Love for Other Believers Flow From an Already-Settled Identity Rather Than 
From Obligation  Alone:  Because  love  in  verse  22  is  grounded  in  an  accomplished  purification, 
contemporary believers can pursue love for one another as the natural expression of who they already 
are in Christ, rather than as a burdensome external rule requiring constant willpower alone.

2. Anchor Ultimate Confidence in the Enduring Word Rather Than in Any Fading Achievement, 
Reputation, or Circumstance: The grass and flower image applies to every form of human glory, not 
only wealth, inviting an honest inventory of what a person is quietly building their security upon, and a 
deliberate redirection of that confidence toward the one thing Peter says does not fade.

How This Relates to Today



The call to unfeigned, fervent love among believers speaks to any contemporary Christian community 
tempted toward surface-level  politeness without real  depth,  offering instead a standard of  genuine, 
sustained affection modeled on love already accomplished rather than love merely performed.

Isaiah's grass and flower image, quoted here to describe all  human glory rather than wealth alone, 
speaks pointedly to a culture built around achievement, reputation, and visible success, all of which 
share the same fundamental fragility the prophet and the apostle both name.

Key  Lesson:  *The  chapter's  closing  section  grounds  the  command  to  love  deeply  in  an  already-
accomplished purification,  names  the  living and enduring word of  God as  the  very  means of  the  
believer's new birth, and closes by setting the whole of human glory, pictured as grass and flower that  
wither and fall, against a word that alone endures forever, the same gospel word that first brought  
these scattered believers into everything the chapter has described.*

Closing Prayer

Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ,

We thank you that we have been begotten again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, and that our inheritance is incorruptible, undefiled, and reserved in heaven, kept by 
your power through faith. When our own trials come, heavy and various as they are, let us trust that 



you are refining, not abandoning us, and let our love for the Christ we have not seen remain full of joy 
unspeakable and full of glory.

Gird up the loins of our minds, Lord; make us sober and holy in all manner of conversation, as you 
who have called us are holy. Let us never forget that we were redeemed, not with silver and gold, but 
with the precious blood of Christ, the lamb without blemish, foreordained before the foundation of the 
world and revealed for us in these last times.

And Lord, let us be born again continually by your living and abiding word, loving one another 
fervently with a pure heart, anchoring our confidence not in any glory of man that withers like grass 
and falls like the flower, but in the word of the Lord, which endures forever, the very gospel that was 
preached to us.

In Jesus' name, Amen.

Introduction to 1 Peter Chapter 2
Living Stones and a Holy Priesthood: Desiring the Word, Submitting in Hope, and Following 

Christ’s Suffering Example
Chapter 2 carries forward the new birth with which chapter 1 closed, moving from the incorruptible  
word that begets believers to the ordinary, daily craving that word ought to produce, described in the 
vivid image of a newborn infant’s desire for milk. From that intimate picture of appetite and growth, 
Peter widens the lens dramatically, gathering these scattered, often despised believers into the grandest 
possible identity: living stones built into a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, a chosen generation, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people, titles drawn directly from Israel’s own foundational 
vocabulary  at  Sinai  and now applied  without  qualification  to  this  suffering,  minority  church.  The 
chapter’s second half turns that exalted identity toward the most ordinary and exposed arenas of Roman 
social life, urging believers as strangers and pilgrims to abstain from fleshly lusts, to submit to every 
ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake, whether emperor or governor, and, in the case of household 
servants, to endure even unjust suffering at a master’s hand with a good conscience.
This movement from doctrine to conduct is not incidental to the chapter’s argument but is its very 
center: the same believers who have been born again by the living and abiding word of God (1:23) are 
now called to long for that word as their native nourishment, and the same believers who have been 
named a royal priesthood are called to a citizenship and a household conduct so exemplary that even 
hostile observers, watching believers do good and suffer for it, might be brought to glorify God in the 
day  of  visitation.  Peter  grounds  this  entire  ethic  of  submission  and endurance  not  in  mere  social 
prudence but in the concrete historical example of Christ himself, who did no sin, who committed  
himself to him that judgeth righteously, and who bore our sins in his own body on the tree, so that by 
his stripes we were healed.
The chapter’s closing unit on servants and suffering (2:18–25) anticipates the household instructions to 
wives, husbands, and the whole church that will follow in chapter 3, and it supplies the theological 
center  on  which  all  of  that  later  instruction  depends:  undeserved  suffering,  received  with  a  good 
conscience and modeled directly on Christ’s own patient suffering, is not a peripheral hardship to be 
merely endured but is itself, in Peter’s own striking phrase, thankworthy before God.



Opening Prayer

Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ,

We come to you as newborn babes, longing for the sincere milk of your word, that we may grow 
thereby, having tasted already that you are gracious. Thank you for making us, who were once not a 
people, now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy, but have now obtained mercy through the 
living and precious stone that the builders disallowed, yet which you have made the head of the corner.

Lord, you have called us a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people, 
that we should shew forth the praises of him who hath called us out of darkness into his marvellous 
light. Let our conversation among those who do not know you be so honest and so good that even those  
who speak against us as evildoers might, by witnessing our good works, glorify you in the day of 
visitation.

And Lord, when we suffer wrongfully, teach us to follow the steps of Christ, who did no sin, neither was  
guile found in his mouth, who, when he was reviled, reviled not again, but committed himself to him 
that judgeth righteously. Thank you that by his stripes we were healed, and that we, who were as sheep 
going astray, are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

1 Peter 2:1–3
Laying Aside Malice: Newborn Babes Desiring the Sincere Milk of the Word

(1) Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings,
(2) As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:
(3) If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.

The Context
“Wherefore” ties this opening command directly to the new birth just described in 1:22–25: because  
believers have been born again by the incorruptible word, and have purified their souls in obeying the 
truth unto unfeigned love of the brethren, they are now to lay aside, the same verb used elsewhere of  
stripping off soiled clothing, five specific vices that corrode the very brotherly love chapter 1 has just  
commanded: malice, guile, hypocrisies, envies, and evil speakings. These are named as a single cluster 
because each undermines community from a different angle, malice as ill will toward another’s good, 
guile as deceit in dealing with another, hypocrisy as pretended rather than genuine affection, envy as 
resentment of another’s blessing, and evil speaking as the tongue’s destructive expression of all four.
Verse 2’s “as newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby” extends  
the new birth metaphor of 1:23 into ordinary, continuing Christian experience: having been born again, 
believers  are  now  to  behave  like  what  they  are,  infants  whose  whole  appetite  is  bent  toward 
nourishment. “Sincere,” meaning unadulterated or without deceit, the same root translated “guile” in 
verse 1, contrasts the pure milk of the word with the guile just laid aside, so that the word’s own purity 
becomes the antidote to the very vice believers have been told to strip away. “That ye may grow 
thereby” makes plain that this desire is not an end in itself but the appointed means of spiritual growth,  
the same living and abiding word of 1:23 now pictured as daily food rather than only as the seed of an  
initial birth.



Verse 3’s “if so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious” draws directly on Psalm 34:8, “O taste and 
see that the LORD is good,” a psalm this letter will draw on again more extensively later in the chapter.  
The construction assumes rather than doubts the readers’ experience, better rendered “since you have 
tasted,” grounding the ongoing desire for the word’s milk in an experience of God’s graciousness these 
believers have already, genuinely known, so that continuing craving for the word is pictured as the 
natural appetite of those who have already once tasted how good the Lord is.

Plain American English
So get rid of all malice, all deceit, all hypocrisy, all envy, and all slander. Like newborn babies craving 
milk, crave the pure milk of God’s word so that by it you may grow up into salvation, since you have 
already tasted that the Lord is good.

Key Observations
“laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings”: This 
signifies Five Community-Corroding Vices Named Together Because Each Attacks Brotherly 
Love From a Different Angle.
Malice, guile, hypocrisy, envy, and evil speaking are stripped off as a single cluster, immediately 
following chapter 1’s command to love one another fervently, because unchecked they would undo 
from within the very love the new birth is meant to produce.

“as newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby”: This signifies 
Continuing Growth Pictured as the Natural, Unforced Appetite of Those Already Born Again.
The infant’s hunger for milk is not manufactured or coerced but is simply what a newborn naturally 
wants, picturing ongoing desire for Scripture not as a duty imposed from outside but as the fitting 
appetite of a genuinely new creature.

“if so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious”: This signifies An Echo of Psalm 34 Grounding 
Present Craving in Already-Verified Experience Rather Than Untested Claim.
By drawing on David’s own invitation to “taste and see,” Peter roots the ongoing appetite for the word 
not in abstract obligation but in a graciousness these believers have already, personally experienced, so 
that continued desire is the fitting response to a taste already known.

What This Means for Us Today
1. Treat Spiritual Vices as a Single Interconnected Cluster Rather Than Isolated Slips: Because 
malice, guile, hypocrisy, envy, and evil speaking are named together as one bundle to be laid aside, 
contemporary believers do well to examine how one unchecked attitude, resentment, for instance, 
quietly feeds deceit or unkind speech, rather than addressing each sin in isolation.
2. Cultivate an Appetite for Scripture Rather Than Merely a Sense of Duty Toward It: The 
newborn’s hunger for milk is unforced and instinctive; believers who find Bible reading feeling more 
like obligation than desire can honestly ask God to renew in them the appetite Peter assumes is natural 
to genuine new birth, rather than settling for mere routine compliance.

How This Relates to Today
The command to lay aside evil speaking speaks with particular force into a contemporary environment 
of rapid, often anonymous public commentary, where malice, envy, and hypocrisy can be broadcast at a  
scale and speed unavailable to Peter’s original readers, making the discipline of laying these things 
aside no less urgent for being harder to practice consistently.



The image of newborn craving for milk offers a useful diagnostic for any believer whose engagement 
with Scripture has grown stale: rather than asking merely whether one is reading the Bible, the text  
invites the further question of whether one still desires it, and if not, whether some unlaid-aside malice,  
envy, or guile may be dulling an appetite meant to remain vigorous throughout the whole of Christian 
life.

Key Lesson: *This short opening unit ties the new birth of chapter 1 directly to ordinary daily conduct,  
commanding believers to strip off malice, guile, hypocrisy, envy, and evil speaking, and to crave the 
word’s pure milk with the same natural, unforced appetite a newborn infant has for its own 
nourishment, an appetite Peter grounds not in bare duty but in a graciousness of the Lord these 
believers have already, personally tasted.*

1 Peter 2:4–10
Living Stones and a Royal Priesthood: A Chosen Generation, Once Not a People

(4) To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and 
precious,
(5) Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.
(6) Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, 
precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.
(7) Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone 
which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner,
(8) And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being 
disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.
(9) But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye 
should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light;
(10) Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained 
mercy, but now have obtained mercy.

The Context
Verse 4’s “to whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and 
precious”  introduces  the  chapter’s  central  architectural  metaphor.  “Coming”  pictures  an  ongoing, 
present approach to Christ rather than a single past event, and “living stone” immediately fuses two 
categories  that  do  not  naturally  belong  together,  stone  suggesting  fixed,  lifeless  material,  living 
suggesting the very opposite, a paradox that anticipates the resurrection life already central to chapter  
1.  Christ  is  “disallowed  indeed  of  men,”  rejected  in  his  own  earthly  ministry  and  death,  yet  
simultaneously “chosen of God, and precious,” so that human rejection and divine election are set in 
the sharpest possible contrast within a single verse.
Verse 5’s “ye also,  as lively stones,  are built  up a spiritual  house,  an holy priesthood, to offer up 
spiritual  sacrifices,  acceptable  to  God  by  Jesus  Christ”  extends  the  same  living-stone  identity  to 
believers themselves, who are not merely rescued individuals but building material for a single spiritual 
house, and simultaneously priests within that house, a striking double image in which believers are 
both the temple’s stones and its officiating priesthood. “Spiritual sacrifices,” offered not on an altar of  
literal stone but through the entire pattern of a believer’s life, are acceptable specifically “by Jesus 
Christ,” the sole mediator through whom otherwise unacceptable human offerings are received.
Verses 6 through 8 assemble three Old Testament stone texts, Isaiah 28:16’s “behold, I lay in Sion a 
chief corner stone, elect, precious,” Psalm 118:22’s “the stone which the builders disallowed, the same 



is made the head of the corner,” already quoted by Jesus himself of his own rejection (Matthew 21:42), 
and Isaiah 8:14’s “a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence.” The same single stone produces two 
entirely opposite outcomes depending solely on the response of those who encounter it:  “unto you 
therefore which believe he is precious,” while to “them which be disobedient” that identical stone 
becomes an occasion of stumbling. Verse 8’s closing clause, “whereunto also they were appointed,” is 
among the most debated statements in the letter, best understood not as appointing disobedience itself  
but as appointing that disobedience toward the stone should, in fact, result in stumbling, God’s ordained 
consequence attached to a freely chosen unbelief rather than unbelief itself being divinely coerced.
Verse 9’s fourfold title, “a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people,”  
gathers language directly from Exodus 19:5–6’s covenant charter to Israel at Sinai, “ye shall be unto 
me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation,” and applies it without remainder to this scattered, largely 
Gentile  church.  “Peculiar,”  in  its  older  sense,  means  specifically  belonging  to  God  as  his  own 
possession, not odd or strange in the modern sense of the word. The purpose clause, “that ye should  
shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light,” names the 
entire  point  of  this  exalted  identity:  not  private  privilege  but  public  praise,  declared  through  a 
transformed community’s very existence.
Verse 10’s “which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not 
obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy” draws on Hosea 1:6–10 and 2:23, where God renamed 
Israel’s own rebellious generation “Lo-ammi,” not my people, before promising a future restoration in 
which  they  would  again  be  called  “my  people”  and  would  obtain  mercy.  Peter  applies  language 
originally addressed to unfaithful  Israel  to Gentile believers now grafted into God’s own covenant 
people, closing the unit with the same mercy that has run through the whole chapter, from a gracious 
Lord tasted in verse 3 to a chosen people constituted by mercy alone in verse 10.

Plain American English
Come to Christ, the living stone, rejected by people but chosen and precious to God, and let yourselves  
also be built, like living stones, into a spiritual house, a holy priesthood offering spiritual sacrifices that 
are acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it is written in Scripture, See, I am laying a chosen and 
precious cornerstone in Zion, and whoever trusts in him will never be put to shame. So this stone is  
precious to you who believe, but to those who do not believe, the very stone the builders rejected has  
become the cornerstone, and also a stone that makes people stumble and a rock that makes them fall,  
because they disobey the message, which is also what they were destined for. But you are a chosen  
people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own special possession, so that you may declare the 
praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people at  
all, but now you are the people of God. Once you had not received mercy, but now you have received 
mercy.

Key Observations
“ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices”: This signifies Believers Pictured as Simultaneously the Building Material and the 
Officiating Priesthood of a Single Spiritual Temple.
Rather than choosing one image or the other, Peter layers stone and priesthood together, so that 
believers are at once what the house is made of and who serves within it, a double identity that leaves 
no room for a merely passive membership.

“unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone 
which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner”: This signifies A Single 
Identical Stone Producing Two Entirely Opposite Outcomes Based Solely on the Response of 
Those Who Encounter It.



The same Christ who is precious cornerstone to faith becomes stumbling stone to disobedience, so that 
the stone itself does not change; only the response to it determines whether it becomes a foundation or 
an offense.

“ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people… which in time 
past were not a people, but are now the people of God”: This signifies Sinai’s Own Covenant 
Titles to Israel Applied Without Remainder to a Scattered, Largely Gentile Church.
By transferring Exodus 19’s kingdom-of-priests language and Hosea’s not-my-people-now-my-people 
language directly onto these readers, Peter declares that full covenant identity belongs to this suffering, 
marginal community, not merely to ethnic Israel or to some future privileged group.

What This Means for Us Today
1. Understand Church Membership as Active Priestly Service, Not Passive Attendance: Because 
believers are pictured as both stones and priests within a single spiritual house, contemporary 
Christians can resist reducing church involvement to occasional attendance, recognizing instead an 
active priestly calling to offer spiritual sacrifices of praise, obedience, and service.
2. Root Identity in a God-Given Status That No Social Marginalization Can Erase: Verse 9’s 
fourfold title was given to believers who were, in the eyes of Roman society, a despised and suspect 
minority, showing that exalted spiritual identity and low social standing can coexist, and inviting 
believers facing similar marginalization today to find their deepest identity in God’s naming rather than 
in society’s.

How This Relates to Today
The picture of the same stone producing opposite outcomes in different people speaks to a persistent 
contemporary  puzzle,  why  the  identical  gospel  message  provokes  worship  in  one  hearer  and 
indifference  or  hostility  in  another,  locating  the  difference  not  in  the  message’s  clarity  or  the 
messenger’s skill but in the disposition, believing or disobedient, of the one who receives it.
Verse 9’s purpose clause, that believers should “shew forth the praises” of the God who called them, 
presses against any contemporary tendency to treat Christian identity as a private possession to be 
enjoyed quietly,  insisting instead that  a  chosen and priestly  people  exists  precisely  in  order  to  be 
visibly, audibly declarative about the God who called them out of darkness.

Key Lesson: *This central unit fuses the image of believers as living stones built into a spiritual house 
with their identity as a royal priesthood offering spiritual sacrifices, gathers three Old Testament stone 
prophecies to show how the identical Christ becomes either a precious cornerstone or a stumbling 
stone depending solely on the response of faith or disobedience, and closes by applying Israel’s own 
Sinai covenant titles to a once-scattered, once-not-a-people church now constituted entirely by mercy.*

1 Peter 2:11–12
Strangers and Pilgrims: Abstain From Fleshly Lusts and Live Honestly Among the Gentiles

(11) Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war 
against the soul;
(12) Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as 
evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation.

The Context



Verse 11’s “dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which 
war against the soul” marks a clear pivot from doctrine to sustained ethical exhortation that will govern 
the rest of the chapter and into chapter 3. “Strangers and pilgrims” directly echoes verse 1’s address to 
“strangers scattered” and reprises Old Testament language for sojourners with no permanent claim on 
the land they occupy (compare Genesis 23:4; Psalm 39:12), now applied to describe every believer’s  
settled  but  temporary  relationship  to  present  society.  “Fleshly  lusts,  which  war  against  the  soul” 
pictures internal desire not as neutral appetite but as an active combatant waging war against the very 
soul verse 9’s calling was meant to secure, the same battle imagery Paul uses in Galatians 5:17 and 
Romans 7:23.
Verse 12’s “having your conversation honest among the Gentiles” calls for a whole visible pattern of 
daily conduct, not merely private virtue, to be recognizably good even to outside observers who do not 
share the believers’ faith. “That, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good 
works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation” anticipates real, ongoing slander,  
the same social hostility named already in 1:6’s manifold trials, while proposing an unusual strategy for  
meeting it: not defensive argument but consistently observed good conduct, aimed at the possibility, not 
the guarantee, that hostile observers might themselves eventually glorify God. “The day of visitation” 
likely refers to a future day of divine reckoning, echoing Old Testament “day of the Lord” language 
(compare Isaiah 10:3), in which even former accusers might yet turn and glorify the God whose people  
they once maligned.

Plain American English
Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and temporary residents in this world, to abstain from the sinful 
desires that wage war against your very soul. Live such good lives among the people around you that, 
even though they accuse you of doing wrong, they will see your good deeds and glorify God on the day 
he visits us.

Key Observations
“abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul”: This signifies Internal Desire Pictured as 
an Active Combatant Rather Than a Neutral, Harmless Appetite.
By naming fleshly lusts as something that wars against the soul, Peter treats inward desire as genuinely 
dangerous territory, requiring active resistance rather than passive indulgence or mere management.

“having your conversation honest among the Gentiles… they may by your good works… glorify 
God in the day of visitation”: This signifies Visible Good Conduct Proposed as the Strategy for 
Meeting Slander, Rather Than Defensive Argument.
Instead of urging believers to answer accusation with counter-accusation, Peter directs their energy 
toward sustained, observable goodness, trusting that consistent conduct, not rhetorical defense, is what 
may eventually turn even hostile observers toward God.

“strangers and pilgrims”: This signifies A Settled Yet Temporary Relationship to Present Society 
Named as the Believer’s Ordinary Condition.
Reprising language from verse 1 and from Israel’s own sojourner experience, this phrase frames 
displacement not as an unfortunate exception but as the expected, normal status of every believer living 
within a society not fully their own.

What This Means for Us Today
1. Recognize Internal Desire as a Genuine Battlefield Requiring Active Resistance: Verse 11’s war 
imagery resists any casual approach to temptation, inviting believers to treat fleshly lusts as a real 



combatant against the soul rather than as harmless preference, and to engage that battle deliberately 
rather than by default surrender.
2. Let Consistent Good Conduct, Rather Than Argument, Be the Primary Response to Unfair 
Criticism: When believers today face misunderstanding or hostility for their convictions, verse 12 
commends patient, visible good works over defensive combativeness, trusting that observed conduct 
carries a persuasive weight that argument alone often cannot achieve.

How This Relates to Today
The identity of strangers and pilgrims speaks to any contemporary believer who feels genuinely at odds 
with the assumptions of the surrounding culture, offering not a call to withdraw from society but a call 
to live so well within it that even its harshest critics of the faith are left with only observed goodness to  
contend with.
Verse 12’s hope that hostile observers might one day glorify God resists the temptation to treat every 
critic  as a permanently lost  cause,  holding open,  without guaranteeing,  the possibility that  patient,  
visible faithfulness might yet do work that argument and defensiveness cannot.

Key Lesson: *This brief transitional unit calls believers, addressed once more as strangers and 
pilgrims, to wage active war against fleshly lusts and to maintain such visibly honest conduct among 
unbelieving neighbors that even present slander might, in the day of visitation, give way to those same 
accusers glorifying God because of the good works they have themselves observed.*

1 Peter 2:13–17
Submit Yourselves to Every Ordinance of Man: Honour All Men, Fear God, Honour the King

(13) Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake: whether it be to the king, as 
supreme;
(14) Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the 
praise of them that do well.
(15) For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men:
(16) As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of God.
(17) Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king.

The Context
Verse 13’s “submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake: whether it be to the king,  
as supreme” opens the chapter’s most sustained section of practical instruction, addressing believers’ 
relationship to civil government in terms closely parallel to Romans 13:1–7 and Titus 3:1. The decisive  
phrase is “for the Lord’s sake”: submission to human authority is not commended as mere pragmatic 
self-preservation  but  as  an  act  of  obedience  rendered  ultimately  to  Christ  himself,  whose  own 
submissive suffering the chapter will describe in its closing verses. “The king, as supreme” most likely 
refers to the Roman emperor, whose authority these scattered provincial believers, themselves without 
full citizenship rights in many cases, are nonetheless instructed to honor.
Verse 14’s “or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and  
for the praise of them that do well” extends the same principle to regional Roman officials, describing 
government’s  proper  function  in  strikingly  positive  terms,  punishing evil  and  praising  good,  even 
though the empire these believers lived under would, within a generation, become a direct source of 
severe persecution rather than impartial praise. Verse 15’s “for so is the will of God, that with well 
doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men” names the specific purpose behind this 



submission, that consistent good conduct might itself refute slanderous accusation more effectively 
than any verbal defense, directly continuing verse 12’s strategy of answering hostility with observed 
goodness.
Verse 16’s “as free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of God” 
clarifies that this submission does not contradict the believer’s genuine freedom in Christ; rather, true 
freedom is itself exercised as service to God, never as a cover, the same word used elsewhere of a 
garment  concealing  what  lies  beneath,  for  malicious  or  self-serving  conduct.  Verse  17’s  closing 
fourfold command, “honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king,” compresses 
the whole unit into a tightly structured set of four distinct objects and four distinct verbs: universal 
honor extended to all people regardless of status, particular love reserved for the household of faith, 
reverent fear belonging to God alone, and honor, the same word applied to all men in general, now 
specifically directed toward civil authority, carefully distinguished from the fear owed to God alone.

Plain American English
Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority, whether to the emperor as the supreme 
authority, or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to praise those who 
do right. For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish people. 
Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as God’s servants. Show  
proper respect to everyone. Love the family of believers. Fear God. Honor the emperor.

Key Observations
“submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake”: This signifies Civil 
Submission Commanded Not as Pragmatic Self-Preservation but as an Act of Obedience 
Rendered Ultimately to Christ.
By grounding submission in “for the Lord’s sake” rather than in fear of punishment or hope of favor, 
Peter reframes ordinary civic conduct as an extension of devotion to Christ, even under a government 
that would soon persecute the very believers being instructed to honor it.

“with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men”: This signifies Consistent 
Good Conduct Presented as More Persuasive Than Verbal Defense Against Slander.
This directly continues verse 12’s strategy, naming observable good behavior, sustained over time, as 
God’s own appointed means of answering ignorant accusation, rather than relying on argument or 
appeal to authority alone.

“honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king”: This signifies Four Distinct 
Objects Matched to Four Distinct Responses, Carefully Distinguishing Universal Honor From 
Reverence Owed to God Alone.
The tight parallel structure prevents any confusion between honoring a human ruler and fearing God, 
honor and fear kept as two separate categories even while the same verb “honour” is applied to both all 
people and the king specifically.

What This Means for Us Today
1. Practice Civic Submission as an Act of Obedience to Christ, Even Toward Imperfect or 
Unfriendly Authority: Because Peter commands submission “for the Lord’s sake” under a government 
that would soon persecute the church, contemporary believers can extend lawful respect to civil 
authority as an expression of Christian obedience, without that respect depending on the government’s 
own fairness or favor toward them.



2. Keep Honor and Fear in Their Proper, Separate Categories: Verse 17’s careful distinction 
between honoring the king and fearing God guards against both extremes, treating civil authority with 
the disrespect due only to false gods, or elevating civil authority to a reverence that belongs to God 
alone; contemporary believers do well to hold both postures distinctly and simultaneously.

How This Relates to Today
The  instruction  to  submit  to  civil  authority  “for  the  Lord’s  sake”  speaks  pointedly  into  any 
contemporary political climate marked by deep partisan suspicion of government, offering a model of 
principled, Christ-centered civic engagement that neither idolizes the state nor treats lawful authority 
with reflexive contempt.
Verse 16’s warning against using liberty as “a cloke of maliciousness” challenges any contemporary 
appeal to personal freedom that in practice conceals selfishness or harm to others, insisting instead that 
genuine Christian liberty always expresses itself as service to God rather than as license.

Key Lesson: *This unit calls believers to submit to every human authority for the Lord’s sake, from the 
emperor down to regional governors, naming consistent good conduct as God’s own appointed means 
of silencing ignorant slander, and closes with a tightly balanced fourfold command that honors all 
people, loves the household of faith, fears God alone, and honors the earthly king, each object matched  
precisely to its proper response.*

1 Peter 2:18–25
Christ Our Example in Suffering: By Whose Stripes Ye Were Healed

(18) Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not only to the good and gentle, but also to the 
froward.
(19) For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully.
(20) For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when 
ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God.
(21) For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that 
ye should follow his steps:
(22) Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:
(23) Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed 
himself to him that judgeth righteously:
(24) Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live  
unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.
(25) For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your 
souls.

The Context
Verse 18’s “servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not only to the good and gentle, but also 
to the froward” addresses household servants specifically, the Greek term describing domestic slaves 
rather than hired labor, applying the chapter’s submission principle to the most vulnerable and least 
socially powerful members of the household, those with least ability to change or escape an unjust  
situation. “The froward,” meaning harsh, unreasonable, or perverse, is named explicitly alongside “the 
good and gentle,” refusing to limit the command to easy circumstances alone.
Verses 19 and 20 draw a precise distinction between two very different kinds of patient suffering: “for 
this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully,” set against 



“what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently?” Patiently enduring 
deserved punishment earns no particular commendation; what is “thankworthy,” literally grace or favor, 
in God’s sight is patient endurance of suffering one has genuinely not deserved, borne specifically “for 
conscience toward God,” an awareness of God’s own presence and approval that transforms unjust 
suffering from mere victimhood into something “acceptable with God.”
Verse  21’s  “for  even  hereunto  were  ye  called:  because  Christ  also  suffered  for  us,  leaving us  an 
example, that ye should follow his steps” makes the theological turn on which the entire unit depends: 
undeserved  suffering,  patiently  borne,  is  not  merely  tolerated  by  God but  is  itself  the  very  thing 
believers were “called” to, modeled directly and explicitly on Christ’s own suffering. “Example,” a rare 
Greek word describing a pattern or copy-book letters that a child would trace in learning to write,  
pictures Christ’s suffering not as a distant, abstract theological datum but as a pattern meant to be 
traced, stroke by stroke, in the believer’s own experience.
Verses 22 and 23 describe that pattern in specific, concrete terms, drawing directly on Isaiah 53:9’s “he 
had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth”: “who did no sin, neither was guile found in 
his mouth… who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but 
committed himself to him that judgeth righteously.” Christ’s sinlessness is matched precisely by his 
refusal to retaliate verbally, either in kind reviling or in threat, choosing instead to entrust his cause 
entirely to God’s own righteous judgment rather than to self-defense or vengeance.
Verse 24’s “who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins,  
should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed” draws directly on Isaiah 53:4–6, 
applying to Christ’s cross language of substitutionary bearing and healing wounds, “tree” recalling both 
the literal wooden cross and Deuteronomy 21:23’s curse pronounced on one hanged on a tree. The 
purpose clause, “that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness,” ties Christ’s suffering not 
only to forgiveness of sin’s guilt but to a genuine moral transformation in the believer’s own present 
conduct,  echoing  the  same  death-to-sin,  alive-to-righteousness  pattern  Paul  develops  at  length  in 
Romans 6:1–11.
Verse 25’s closing image, “for ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd 
and Bishop of your souls,” draws on Isaiah 53:6’s “all we like sheep have gone astray,” completing the 
Isaiah 53 quotation begun in verse 22 and naming Christ with the double title Shepherd and Bishop,  
overseer  or  guardian,  of  souls,  closing  the  chapter’s  long argument,  from living  stones  and royal 
priesthood, through submission to human authority, to servants’ unjust suffering, with the picture of 
every scattered, wandering believer finally, safely returned to the one Shepherd who watches over their 
souls.

Plain American English
Servants,  submit  yourselves to your masters with all  respect,  not  only to those who are good and 
considerate, but also to those who are harsh. For it is commendable if someone bears up under the pain 
of unjust suffering because they are conscious of God. But how is it to your credit if you receive a  
beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is 
commendable before God. To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, that you should follow in his steps. He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his 
mouth.  When they hurled their  insults  at  him, he did not  retaliate;  when he suffered,  he made no 
threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on 
the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 
For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your 
souls.

Key Observations



“if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully… this is acceptable with 
God”: This signifies A Precise Distinction Between Patiently Enduring Deserved Punishment and 
Patiently Enduring Genuinely Unjust Suffering.
Peter withholds commendation from patience under deserved correction while calling patience under 
undeserved wrong “thankworthy,” locating the value of endurance not in suffering itself but in its 
innocence and in the conscious awareness of God that accompanies it.

“Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps”: This signifies 
Christ’s Suffering Pictured as a Copy-Book Pattern Meant to Be Traced, Not Merely a Distant 
Doctrine to Be Believed.
The Greek word for “example” describes the model letters a child traces in learning to write, turning 
Christ’s suffering from an abstract theological fact into a concrete, imitable pattern for how believers 
themselves are to respond to unjust treatment.

“who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree… by whose stripes ye were healed”: 
This signifies Isaiah 53’s Suffering Servant Directly Applied to Christ’s Cross as Both 
Substitutionary Bearing of Sin and Source of Healing.
By weaving Isaiah 53’s language throughout verses 22 through 25, Peter presents Christ’s death as the 
fulfillment of Israel’s own ancient prophecy of a servant who suffers in the place of others, securing 
both moral transformation, dead to sin and alive to righteousness, and healing.

What This Means for Us Today
1. Distinguish Carefully Between Suffering Consequences for Wrongdoing and Suffering 
Unjustly for Doing Right: Verse 20’s sharp contrast warns against claiming spiritual credit for merely 
enduring deserved consequences, while identifying genuine, undeserved hardship, borne for conscience 
toward God, as the suffering that carries real commendation before him.
2. Trace Christ’s Own Pattern of Non-Retaliation Rather Than Defaulting to Self-Defense or 
Threats: Because Christ, when reviled, reviled not again, and when he suffered, made no threats, 
believers facing unjust treatment today can look to his specific, concrete example, entrusting their 
cause to God’s righteous judgment rather than answering hostility with hostility.

How This Relates to Today
This passage speaks with particular weight to any contemporary believer enduring unfair treatment in 
circumstances they cannot easily leave, workplace, family, or otherwise, offering neither a demand for 
passive resignation nor license for retaliation, but a specific, Christ-shaped path of patient endurance 
entrusted to God’s own righteous judgment.
The image of sheep who had gone astray but are now returned to the Shepherd and Bishop of their 
souls  offers  a  fitting  close  to  any  contemporary  reader’s  own  wandering  history,  naming  present 
belonging to Christ not as an achievement but as a return, made possible only by the very suffering, 
described just before it, that this passage has set forth as the believer’s own pattern to follow.

Key Lesson: *This closing unit addresses household servants directly but extends its principle to every 
believer, distinguishing sharply between suffering deserved and suffering wrongful, and grounding the 
call to patient endurance entirely in Christ’s own concrete example, sinless, unretaliating, entrusting 
himself to righteous judgment, who bore our sins in his own body on the tree so that we might die to sin  
and live to righteousness, healed by his stripes and returned, like straying sheep, to the Shepherd and 
Bishop of our souls.*



Closing Prayer

Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ,

Thank you that we have laid aside malice, guile, hypocrisy, envy, and evil speaking, and that as 
newborn babes we may desire the sincere milk of your word, growing thereby, having tasted that you 
are gracious. Thank you that we, as living stones, are built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, and 
that we, who were not a people, are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy, but have now 
obtained mercy.

Lord, as strangers and pilgrims in this world, help us abstain from fleshly lusts that war against the 
soul, and let our conduct among those who do not know you be so honest that our good works, not our 
arguments, might in time turn even our accusers to glorify you. Teach us to submit to every ordinance 
of man for your sake, honouring all men, loving the brotherhood, fearing you alone, and honouring 
those in authority over us.

And Lord, when we suffer wrongfully, let us remember Christ’s own example, who did no sin, who was 
reviled and reviled not again, who committed himself to him that judgeth righteously, and who bare our  
sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness. Thank you 
that by his stripes we were healed, and that we, who were as sheep going astray, are now returned unto  
the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Introduction to 1 Peter Chapter 3



Wives, Husbands, and a Suffering Church: Blessing Instead of Railing, and Christ’s Triumph 
Over Every Power

Chapter 3 carries the submission ethic of chapter 2 into the most intimate arena of ancient life, the 
household, addressing wives and husbands in turn before widening again to address the whole church’s 
posture toward a hostile surrounding world. Wives married to unbelieving husbands are urged to a 
chaste, quiet conduct that Peter insists can itself preach the gospel without a single word spoken, while  
husbands are called to dwell with their wives “according to knowledge,” honoring them as fellow heirs 
of the grace of life, on pain of hindered prayers. From this specific household instruction the chapter 
opens outward to the whole congregation, unified by compassion, humility, and a refusal to repay evil  
for evil, and from there to the wider question the letter has been circling since its opening verses: how 
believers are to respond when doing good is met not with praise but with suffering.
The chapter’s central exhortation, to “sanctify the Lord God in your hearts” and stand ready to give a 
reasoned, gentle answer for the hope within them, assumes an audience of genuine outsiders asking 
genuine questions, sometimes hostile, sometimes merely curious, and insists that a good conscience 
and honest conduct are themselves part of the church’s defense, so that accusation, when it comes,  
comes without any real basis in the believers’ actual behavior.
The chapter closes with one of the letter’s densest theological passages, moving from Christ’s single, 
sufficient  suffering  for  sins,  the  just  for  the  unjust,  through  a  notoriously  difficult  reference  to 
preaching to imprisoned spirits and Noah’s flood, to baptism as the corresponding “answer of a good 
conscience  toward  God,”  and  finally  to  Christ’s  ascension  and  enthronement  above  every  angel, 
authority, and power, an unambiguous assurance, placed directly after a long section on suffering, that  
the Christ these believers follow already reigns over every hostile force they might yet encounter.

Opening Prayer

Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ,

We come to you asking that our conduct within our own households and before a watching world 
would itself bear witness to you, that the hidden ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, of great price in 
your sight, would matter to us more than any outward adorning. Thank you for the example of Sara 
and the holy women of old, who trusted in you and were not afraid with any amazement.

Lord, make us of one mind, full of compassion, love as brethren, pitiful, and courteous, never rendering  
evil for evil or railing for railing, but blessing instead, knowing that we are called to this very thing, 
that we should inherit a blessing. When we suffer for righteousness’ sake, let us count ourselves happy 
rather than afraid, and let us always be ready to give an answer to every man that asketh us a reason 
of the hope that is in us, with meekness and fear, holding a good conscience.

And Lord, we thank you that Christ hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might 
bring us to you, put to death in the flesh but quickened by the Spirit, and that he is gone into heaven, 
and is on your right hand, angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto him. Let that 
same triumphant Christ be our confidence whenever we face any power that seems, for a season, to 
stand against us.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.



1 Peter 3:1–6
Chaste Conversation and the Hidden Man of the Heart: Sara and the Holy Women of Old

(1) Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also 
may without the word be won by the conversation of the wives;
(2) While they behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear.
(3) Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or 
of putting on of apparel;
(4) But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a 
meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.
(5) For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves,  
being in subjection unto their own husbands:
(6) Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, 
and are not afraid with any amazement.

The Context
“Likewise” ties this instruction directly back to 2:13’s opening call to submission, applying the same 
general  principle  established for  civil  authority  and household servants  now specifically  to  wives,  
particularly wives “married to husbands who obey not the word,” a real pastoral situation in a first-
generation  missionary church where  conversion often  crossed household  lines  unevenly.  Verse  1’s 
striking claim, that such husbands “may without the word be won,” proposes silent, consistent conduct 
as a genuinely persuasive form of witness, not a substitute for the gospel message these husbands have 
already heard and rejected, but a living demonstration of its truth that operates where further argument 
has already failed.
Verse 2’s “chaste conversation coupled with fear” names the specific quality of life meant to do this 
persuasive work: purity of conduct joined to reverent regard, likely directed toward both God and, 
secondarily, the husband himself. Verses 3 and 4 draw a contrast familiar from wisdom literature and 
from Paul’s  own parallel  instruction in  1  Timothy 2:9–10,  between “outward adorning,”  elaborate 
hairstyles, gold, and fine clothing available chiefly to women of means, and “the hidden man of the 
heart,” a striking phrase locating true beauty in inward character rather than outward display. “The 
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price” reframes value itself:  
what is genuinely precious is measured by God’s own estimation, not by market price or social display.
Verses 5 and 6 ground this instruction in the example of “the holy women also, who trusted in God,”  
naming Sara specifically, who “obeyed Abraham, calling him lord” (compare Genesis 18:12). “Whose 
daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are not afraid with any amazement” extends Sara’s spiritual  
lineage to any believing wife who follows this same pattern, while “not afraid with any amazement” 
acknowledges  directly  that  such  wives,  particularly  those  married  to  unbelieving  or  even  hostile 
husbands, may have genuine cause for fear, and commends instead a settled trust that refuses to be 
governed by it.

Plain American English
Wives, in the same way, submit yourselves to your own husbands, so that if any of them do not believe  
the message, they may be won over without a word by the conduct of their wives, when they see the 
purity and reverence of your lives. Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, elaborate 
hairstyles, gold jewelry, or fine clothes, but from the inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and 
quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight. This is how the holy women of the past who put 
their hope in God used to adorn themselves, submitting to their own husbands, like Sarah, who obeyed 



Abraham and called him her master. You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not give way 
to fear.

Key Observations
“that, if any obey not the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation of the 
wives”: This signifies Silent, Consistent Conduct Proposed as a Genuinely Persuasive Form of 
Witness Where Argument Has Already Failed.
Peter does not counsel repeated verbal appeal to a husband who has already rejected the gospel 
message, but instead commends a lived demonstration of its truth, trusting observed character to 
accomplish what further words could not.

“let it not be that outward adorning… but let it be the hidden man of the heart… the ornament 
of a meek and quiet spirit”: This signifies True Value Relocated From Outward Display to Inward 
Character, Measured by God’s Own Estimation Rather Than Market Price.
By contrasting elaborate external adornment with an inward, incorruptible ornament, Peter does not 
forbid all care for appearance but insists that genuine, lasting worth is a matter God himself prices, not 
a matter society prices.

“whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are not afraid with any amazement”: This 
signifies Sara’s Example Extended to Any Believing Wife Whose Trust in God Overcomes 
Genuine, Reasonable Fear.
Rather than pretending fear is unwarranted, Peter names it directly and commends a settled trust that 
operates in spite of real cause for amazement or alarm, not a trust that depends on the absence of 
danger.

What This Means for Us Today
1. Trust Consistent Character to Accomplish What Repeated Argument Cannot: Believers in 
relationships where words have already failed to persuade, whether marriage, family, or friendship, can 
take real encouragement from Peter’s confidence that quiet, observed integrity carries its own 
persuasive power, without becoming passive or withdrawing from genuine care for the other person.
2. Locate Lasting Worth in Character God Himself Values Rather Than in What Culture 
Currently Prizes: The contrast between outward adorning and the hidden man of the heart challenges 
any contemporary preoccupation with appearance or presentation, inviting believers to examine what 
they are actually investing in and to weight inward character at least as heavily as outward image.

How This Relates to Today
The situation of a believing wife married to an unbelieving husband remains a real and often difficult 
contemporary experience for  many believers  in interfaith or  spiritually mismatched marriages,  and 
Peter’s  counsel,  patient,  consistent,  non-coercive  witness  through  conduct  rather  than  repeated 
confrontation,  offers a still-relevant model  for sustaining both faith and relationship without either 
compromise or constant conflict.
The naming of fear in verse 6, rather than its denial, speaks honestly to any contemporary believer 
navigating a difficult household situation, acknowledging that trust in God is not the absence of real 
fear but a settled refusal to let that fear dictate one’s conduct or govern one’s choices.

Key Lesson: *This unit instructs believing wives, particularly those married to husbands who do not 
share their faith, to let quiet, chaste conduct itself become a wordless form of witness, locating true 
beauty not in outward adorning but in the hidden man of the heart and its meek and quiet spirit, 



precious in God’s own sight, following the pattern of Sara and the holy women of old, whose trust in 
God let them do well without being governed by fear.*

1 Peter 3:7
Dwelling According to Knowledge: Husbands, Honour, and Hindered Prayers

(7) Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as 
unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not 
hindered.

The Context
Verse 7’s  single-verse  address  to  husbands is  noticeably shorter  than the  instruction to  wives  that 
precedes it, yet it carries its own precise, weighty demands. “Dwell with them according to knowledge” 
calls  for  a  husband’s  attentive,  informed  understanding  of  his  wife’s  particular  nature  and  needs, 
resisting careless or thoughtless treatment in favor of genuine, active consideration. “Giving honour 
unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel” most naturally refers to relative physical strength or social  
vulnerability within the structures of the ancient household rather than to any lesser worth or capacity, a 
reading confirmed immediately by the following clause naming husband and wife “heirs together of the 
grace of life,” an explicit statement of full spiritual equality that would have been startling within the 
patriarchal assumptions of Peter’s own world.
The  verse’s  closing  warning,  “that  your  prayers  be  not  hindered,”  makes  an  unusually  direct  and 
practical  claim:  a  husband’s  treatment  of  his  wife  has  a  real,  consequential  bearing  on  his  own 
relationship with God, so that dishonor or thoughtlessness at home is not a merely domestic matter but 
one  with  spiritual  weight  capable  of  obstructing  his  own prayer  life.  The  verse  thus  balances  an 
acknowledgment  of  the  wife’s  relative  vulnerability  with  an  unambiguous  declaration  of  her  full 
spiritual co-heirship, refusing to let either truth cancel out the other.

Plain American English
Husbands, in the same way, be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as 
the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your  
prayers.

Key Observations
“dwell with them according to knowledge”: This signifies A Husband’s Attentive, Informed 
Understanding of His Wife Commanded as the Basis for Right Treatment.
Rather than a generic call to kindness, Peter demands genuine knowledge of the particular person a 
husband lives with, refusing thoughtless or inattentive treatment in favor of deliberate, informed 
consideration.

“giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace 
of life”: This signifies Relative Physical Vulnerability and Full Spiritual Co-Heirship Held 
Together Without Either Truth Cancelling the Other.
By naming the wife weaker vessel and equal heir in the same breath, Peter neither denies real 
differences nor lets those differences diminish a shared, equal standing before God, a balance easily 
lost in either direction.



“that your prayers be not hindered”: This signifies Household Conduct Named as Having Direct, 
Consequential Bearing on a Husband’s Own Relationship With God.
The warning refuses to treat a husband’s treatment of his wife as a separate, merely domestic matter, 
insisting instead that it carries real spiritual weight capable of obstructing his own access to God in 
prayer.

What This Means for Us Today
1. Pursue Genuine, Attentive Knowledge of a Spouse Rather Than Generic Kindness: Verse 7’s 
call to dwell “according to knowledge” challenges husbands today to move beyond vague good 
intentions toward real, ongoing attentiveness to a spouse’s specific needs, struggles, and character.
2. Recognize That Household Conduct and Spiritual Life Are Not Separate Compartments: The 
warning about hindered prayers resists any contemporary tendency to treat private devotional life as 
unrelated to how one treats family members, insisting that the two are directly, practically connected.

How This Relates to Today
This verse’s balance of honoring relative vulnerability while affirming full spiritual equality speaks 
usefully into contemporary conversations about  marriage,  offering a  model  that  neither  erases real 
differences between spouses nor allows those differences to justify any diminishment of equal worth 
and standing before God.

Key Lesson: *This brief but weighty verse calls husbands to dwell with their wives according to 
genuine knowledge, honoring them as weaker vessel and equal heir of the grace of life in the very same  
breath, and warns that a husband’s treatment of his wife carries real, practical consequence for his 
own prayers, refusing to separate household conduct from spiritual life.*

1 Peter 3:8–12
Blessing Instead of Railing: He That Will Love Life, Let Him Refrain His Tongue From Evil

(8) Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be 
courteous:
(9) Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are 
thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing.
(10) For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that 
they speak no guile:
(11) Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and ensue it.
(12) For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the 
face of the Lord is against them that do evil.

The Context
Verse 8’s “finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful,  
be courteous” shifts address from specific household roles to the whole congregation, gathering five 
distinct virtues, unity of mind, mutual compassion, brotherly love, tenderheartedness, and courtesy, into 
a single compact summary of healthy community life, a fitting close to the household instructions just  
given and a bridge into the wider question of how the church as a whole should relate to a hostile 
outside world.
Verse 9’s “not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing” directly echoes 
Jesus’ own teaching in Matthew 5:38–48 and Romans 12:17’s nearly identical instruction, refusing the 



natural instinct toward retaliation in favor of a deliberately opposite response. “Knowing that ye are 
thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing” names this refusal not as a special achievement for  
the exceptionally virtuous but as the ordinary calling of every believer, tied directly to the inheritance 
that has run throughout the letter since 1:4.
Verses 10 through 12 quote Psalm 34:12–16 at length, the same psalm already echoed in 2:3’s “if so be  
ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious,” now cited explicitly to ground the ethic of blessing rather than 
retaliation in Israel’s own wisdom tradition. “He that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain 
his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile” ties the tongue’s discipline directly to the 
desire for a genuinely good life, while “let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and ensue 
it” pairs avoidance of wrong with active, energetic pursuit of both good and peace, the verb “ensue,” 
meaning pursue, suggesting effort rather than mere passive hope. The unit closes with assurance rather 
than mere command: “the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their 
prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil,” promising attentive divine favor to those 
who live this way, and opposition to those who do not.

Plain American English
Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and humble. Do 
not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that 
you may inherit a blessing. For whoever would love life and see good days must keep their tongue 
from evil and their lips from deceitful speech. They must turn from evil and do good; they must seek 
peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are attentive to their  
prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.

Key Observations
“not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are 
thereunto called”: This signifies Deliberate Blessing in Place of Retaliation Named as the 
Ordinary Calling of Every Believer, Not a Rare Achievement.
Rather than presenting non-retaliation as an exceptional virtue reserved for the spiritually advanced, 
Peter names it as what every believer is “thereunto called” to, the normal, expected pattern of Christian 
response to hostility.

“he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil”: This signifies A 
Direct Psalm 34 Quotation Tying the Discipline of Speech to the Very Desire for a Genuinely 
Good Life.
By citing Israel’s own wisdom tradition, Peter grounds the ethic of restrained, honest speech not in 
arbitrary rule-keeping but in the natural human desire for life and good days, presenting self-control of 
the tongue as the path toward, not away from, genuine flourishing.

“the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the 
face of the Lord is against them that do evil”: This signifies Attentive Divine Favor and Active 
Divine Opposition Presented as the Real, Ongoing Consequence of How One Lives.
This closing assurance frames righteous living not merely as morally correct but as relationally 
significant before God himself, whose attention, favorable or opposed, actively tracks the conduct just 
described.

What This Means for Us Today
1. Treat Non-Retaliation as a Normal Christian Expectation, Not an Optional Extra: Verse 9’s 
language of calling resists any contemporary tendency to excuse retaliatory speech or action as simply 



human nature, insisting instead that refusing evil for evil is precisely what believers were called to, 
whatever the immediate provocation.
2. Pursue Peace Actively Rather Than Waiting Passively for It to Arrive: The command to “seek 
peace, and ensue it” uses the language of active pursuit rather than passive hope, inviting contemporary 
believers to take concrete initiative toward reconciliation and peace rather than assuming it will simply 
happen on its own.

How This Relates to Today
The  instruction  to  bless  rather  than  rail  speaks  with  unusual  precision  into  a  contemporary 
communication environment built substantially around quick retaliatory exchange, offering a genuinely 
countercultural discipline of the tongue that resists escalation even when provoked.
The closing assurance that God’s eyes are over the righteous and his ears open to their prayers offers  
real comfort to any contemporary believer who wonders whether restraint and blessing in the face of 
hostility actually accomplishes anything, naming attentive divine favor as the genuine, if not always 
immediately visible, consequence of that restraint.

Key Lesson: *This unit turns from specific household instruction to the whole congregation, calling 
believers to unity, compassion, and brotherly love, and grounding the refusal to repay evil for evil in 
Psalm 34’s own ancient wisdom, that whoever would love life and see good days must guard the 
tongue, turn from evil, do good, and actively pursue peace, closing with the assurance that the Lord’s 
eyes remain over the righteous even as his face stands against those who do evil.*

1 Peter 3:13–17
Suffering for Righteousness’ Sake: Sanctify the Lord God, and Be Ready to Give an Answer

(13) And who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good?
(14) But and if ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, neither 
be troubled;
(15) But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man 
that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:
(16) Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be 
ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ.
(17) For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing.

The Context
Verse 13’s “and who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good?” opens as a 
rhetorical generalization, drawing on the same Psalm 34 confidence just quoted, that a life devoted to 
good ordinarily invites less harm than one devoted to evil, before verse 14 immediately qualifies this 
general principle with its real-world exception: “but and if ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are 
ye.” Peter does not claim that goodness guarantees safety, but that even when it does not, and suffering 
for righteousness comes anyway, that very suffering carries its own blessing, directly echoing Jesus’ 
own beatitude in Matthew 5:10, “blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake.” “Be 
not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled” quotes Isaiah 8:12–13, redirecting fear itself away from 
human threat and toward God alone.
Verse 15’s “but sanctify the Lord God in your hearts” continues the Isaiah 8 allusion directly, replacing 
fear of human opposition with reverence for God as the heart’s settled orientation. “Be ready always to 
give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you” has become one of the  



letter’s most quoted verses, commending thoughtful, reasoned readiness rather than either silence or 
hostility when outsiders genuinely inquire about the believer’s hope, a hope this letter has already 
grounded in the living hope of 1:3. “With meekness and fear” qualifies the manner of this answer, 
humble rather than combative, reverent rather than proud, even while its content remains a genuine 
reasoned defense.
Verse 16’s “having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may 
be  ashamed  that  falsely  accuse  your  good  conversation  in  Christ”  returns  to  the  strategy  already 
established in 2:12 and 2:15, consistent good conduct as the believer’s primary answer to slander, now 
paired explicitly with the reasoned verbal answer of verse 15, so that word and life together, rather than  
either alone, form the full shape of the church’s witness. Verse 17’s closing principle, “it is better, if the  
will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing,” restates the careful distinction 
already drawn in 2:20 between deserved and undeserved suffering, adding the important qualifier “if 
the  will  of  God  be  so,”  acknowledging  that  suffering  for  righteousness  is  neither  automatic  nor 
guaranteed but remains, when it does come, within God’s own sovereign permission.

Plain American English
Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? But even if you should suffer for what is right,  
you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened. But in your hearts revere Christ as 
Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to anyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope 
that you have, but do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who 
speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. For it is  
better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.

Key Observations
“but and if ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, 
neither be troubled”: This signifies Suffering for Righteousness Carrying Its Own Blessing Rather 
Than Being an Exception to God’s Favor.
Directly echoing Jesus’ own beatitude and Isaiah’s redirection of fear away from human threat, this 
verse refuses to treat undeserved suffering as evidence of divine absence, naming it instead as itself a 
site of blessing and settled fearlessness.

“be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in 
you with meekness and fear”: This signifies Reasoned, Humble Verbal Defense Commended as 
Neither Silence Nor Combative Argument.
By pairing readiness to answer with meekness and fear, Peter charts a course between two opposite 
failures, refusing to engage genuine questions at all, or engaging them with pride and hostility, 
commending instead a humble, thoughtful readiness to explain the hope believers hold.

“it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing”: This 
signifies A Careful Qualifier Acknowledging That Suffering for Righteousness Is Neither 
Automatic Nor Guaranteed but Remains Within God’s Sovereign Permission.
The phrase “if the will of God be so” prevents this teaching from becoming either a promise that 
righteous living always brings suffering or a claim that suffering is meaningless, situating it instead 
entirely within God’s own sovereign, purposeful oversight.

What This Means for Us Today
1. Prepare a Thoughtful, Humble Answer for the Hope You Hold Rather Than Assuming It Will 
Never Be Asked: Verse 15’s call to readiness challenges contemporary believers to actually think 



through and be able to articulate why they hope in Christ, offered with meekness and respect rather 
than either evasive silence or defensive argument when genuinely asked.
2. Let Good Conscience and Reasoned Answer Work Together Rather Than Relying on Either 
Alone: Verse 16 pairs a good conscience with a ready answer, reminding believers today that consistent 
character and thoughtful explanation are meant to reinforce one another, neither substituting for the 
other in the church’s witness to a watching world.

How This Relates to Today
Verse 15’s call to give a reasoned answer for one’s hope speaks directly to a contemporary climate that  
often prizes either uncritical religious silence or combative online argument, commending instead a 
genuine,  thoughtful  engagement  with  real  questions,  offered  with  the  gentleness  the  verse  itself 
specifies.
The careful distinction between suffering for well doing and suffering for evil doing remains a useful 
diagnostic  for  any  believer  facing  hardship  today,  inviting  honest  self-examination  about  whether 
present difficulty actually traces back to faithful conduct or to something else entirely.

Key Lesson: *This unit acknowledges that a life devoted to good does not guarantee safety from harm, 
and when suffering for righteousness comes anyway, names it as itself a source of blessing rather than 
abandonment, calling believers to sanctify Christ as Lord in their hearts, to stand ready with a humble,  
reasoned answer for their hope, and to let good conscience and honest conduct silence false 
accusation, all while recognizing that such suffering remains, when it comes, within God’s own 
sovereign will.*

1 Peter 3:18–22
Christ’s Triumph: The Just for the Unjust, Noah’s Ark, and the Answer of a Good Conscience

(18) For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, 
being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:
(19) By which also he went and preached unto the spirits in prison;
(20) Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of 
Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.
(21) The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of 
the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:
(22) Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers 
being made subject unto him.

The Context
Verse 18’s “for Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to 
God”  grounds  the  whole  preceding  call  to  patient  suffering  in  Christ’s  own  singular,  sufficient 
suffering, “once” emphasizing its unrepeatable finality against the repeated animal sacrifices of the old 
covenant. “The just for the unjust” names the exchange at the cross’s center in the starkest possible  
terms, righteousness suffering in the place of unrighteousness, with the stated purpose “that he might 
bring us to God,” access rather than mere forgiveness as the goal. “Being put to death in the flesh, but  
quickened  by  the  Spirit”  describes  the  two-part  shape  of  Christ’s  own  experience,  bodily  death 
followed by resurrection life, the same pattern chapter 1 already grounded the believer’s own new birth 
upon.



Verses 19 and 20 contain one of the New Testament’s most debated passages: “by which also he went 
and preached unto the spirits in prison; which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering 
of God waited in the days of Noah.” Among the leading interpretations, one understands this as Christ, 
in the power of the Spirit, proclaiming through Noah to the disobedient generation of Noah’s own day, 
now imprisoned in judgment; another understands it as Christ’s own proclamation of triumph to fallen 
spiritual  powers between his  death and resurrection.  Whichever reading is  preferred,  the passage’s 
function  within  Peter’s  argument  is  clearer  than  its  precise  mechanics:  it  demonstrates  Christ’s 
authority even over disobedient spiritual powers, and it draws a direct parallel between Noah’s small, 
saved remnant, “few, that is, eight souls,” and Peter’s own scattered, minority readership, encouraging 
a persecuted few with the memory of another persecuted few whom God preserved through judgment.
Verse 21’s “the like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us” draws the flood waters that 
judged one generation while  carrying Noah’s  family  safely  through into  a  deliberate  parallel  with 
Christian  baptism,  immediately  clarified  against  any merely  physical  or  magical  reading:  “not  the 
putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God.” Baptism saves 
not as a physical washing but as the outward pledge or appeal of an already-transformed conscience, 
and this salvation operates specifically “by the resurrection of Jesus Christ,” tying the rite directly to 
the same resurrection already named as the ground of the believer’s living hope in 1:3.
Verse 22’s closing statement, “who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and 
authorities and powers being made subject unto him,” brings the whole chapter, and with it the letter’s 
long argument  about  suffering,  submission,  and hope,  to  its  climactic  resolution:  whatever  hostile 
power a suffering believer might yet encounter, human or spiritual, has already, decisively, been made 
subject to the same Christ these believers follow, closing the chapter not with a note of vulnerability but 
of Christ’s own settled, cosmic triumph.

Plain American English
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was  
put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit. In that state he also went and made proclamation 
to the imprisoned spirits, to those who were disobedient long ago, when God waited patiently in the 
days of Noah while the ark was being built,  in which only a few people, eight in all,  were saved 
through water. This water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also, not the removal of dirt from the 
body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward God, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who 
has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand, with angels, authorities, and powers in submission to 
him.

Key Observations
“Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God”: 
This signifies A Single, Unrepeatable Substitutionary Suffering Aimed at Access to God Rather 
Than Mere Forgiveness Alone.
The word “once” underscores the finality of Christ’s suffering against repeated sacrifice, while “that he 
might bring us to God” names the goal as genuine relational access, not merely the removal of guilt.

“wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water”: This signifies Noah’s Small, Preserved 
Remnant Offered as a Direct Encouragement to Peter’s Own Scattered, Minority Readership.
By highlighting how few were saved through the flood, Peter draws a deliberate parallel between an 
earlier persecuted, minority household and his own scattered readers, encouraging present faithfulness 
with the memory of God’s past preservation of a small remnant.

“angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto him”: This signifies Christ’s Cosmic 
Triumph Named as the Chapter’s Climactic Resolution to Its Long Argument About Suffering.



Placed immediately after extended instruction on enduring hostility and suffering, this closing 
statement assures readers that every hostile power they might yet face has already been subjected to the 
same Christ they follow, resolving the chapter’s tension between present suffering and ultimate 
security.

What This Means for Us Today
1. Ground Present Endurance in Christ’s Already-Accomplished, Cosmic Victory Rather Than in 
the Appearance of Present Circumstance: Verse 22’s declaration that every power is subject to Christ 
offers contemporary believers facing hardship a fixed point of confidence that does not depend on how 
threatening present opposition may appear, since that opposition has already, in principle, been 
subdued.
2. Understand Baptism as the Outward Pledge of an Inward, Transformed Conscience Rather 
Than a Merely Physical Rite: Verse 21’s careful clarification invites contemporary believers to 
examine whether their own understanding of baptism, or of any outward religious practice, rests on its 
true significance as a good-conscience response to God rather than on the outward act alone.

How This Relates to Today
The image of Noah’s small remnant, preserved through judgment while surrounded by a disobedient 
generation, speaks with real relevance to any contemporary believer who feels like a small minority 
within a largely indifferent or hostile culture, offering the same encouragement Peter’s original readers 
received: God has preserved a faithful few before, and does so still.
The chapter’s closing assurance of Christ’s authority over every angel, authority, and power addresses a 
persistent  contemporary  anxiety  about  the  scale  and  permanence  of  opposition  to  genuine  faith, 
whether cultural, political, or spiritual, insisting that no such power, however imposing it may presently 
appear, stands outside Christ’s own already-established dominion.

Key Lesson: *This closing unit grounds the entire chapter’s call to patient suffering in Christ’s own 
once-for-all, substitutionary suffering, draws a deliberate parallel between Noah’s small preserved 
remnant and Peter’s own scattered readers, reframes baptism as the outward pledge of an inward good  
conscience secured by Christ’s resurrection, and closes the chapter with the settled assurance that 
Christ has ascended and is now enthroned above every angel, authority, and power, a triumphant 
resolution to a chapter that began with quiet household submission and ends with cosmic victory.*



Closing Prayer

Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ,

Thank you for the pattern of Sara and the holy women of old, whose hidden ornament of a meek and 
quiet spirit was of great price in your sight, and for the calling you have placed on husbands to dwell 
with their wives according to knowledge, honouring them as heirs together of the grace of life. Forgive 
us wherever our own households have not reflected this pattern, and renew in us both the quiet strength  
and the attentive honour this chapter commends.

Lord, make us of one mind, full of compassion, love as brethren, pitiful and courteous, never rendering 
evil for evil, but blessing instead, remembering that we are called to this very thing, that we should 
inherit a blessing. Teach us to refrain our tongues from evil, to eschew evil and do good, to seek peace 
and pursue it, trusting that your eyes are over the righteous and your ears open unto their prayers.

And when we suffer for righteousness’ sake, let us count ourselves happy rather than afraid, 
sanctifying you, Lord God, in our hearts, and ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh 
us a reason of the hope that is in us, with meekness and fear. Thank you that Christ hath once suffered 
for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to you, and that he is gone into heaven, and is on 
your right hand, angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto him.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Introduction to 1 Peter Chapter 4
Arming Ourselves With Christ’s Mind: Sober Love, the Fiery Trial, and Committing the Soul to  

a Faithful Creator



Chapter 4 gathers the whole letter’s argument about suffering to its most direct and practical statement 
yet,  opening with  the  command to  “arm” oneself  with  the  same mind Christ  himself  carried into  
suffering, a mind that has already, decisively, ceased from sin. From that settled resolve Peter turns to  
the ordinary rhythms of congregational  life  as the end of all  things draws near,  sobriety,  watchful 
prayer,  fervent  love,  uncomplaining hospitality,  and the  faithful  stewardship of  whatever  gift  each 
believer has received, all offered as the shape a church should take while it waits. The chapter’s central 
section addresses the “fiery trial” directly, naming suffering for the name of Christ not as a strange 
misfortune but as a genuine participation in Christ’s own sufferings, and therefore a present occasion 
for joy rather than merely future compensation.
The chapter closes by returning one final time to the careful distinction this letter has drawn since  
chapter 2 between suffering for evil and suffering for righteousness, extending it now to a striking 
claim about divine judgment: that judgment begins, not with the world’s outright rebellion, but at the 
house of God itself, so that the church’s own present trials are themselves a kind of purifying judgment, 
more severe in a sense than what awaits the disobedient only later. The chapter’s final verse supplies 
the  letter’s  clearest  single  instruction  for  enduring  suffering  according  to  God’s  will:  commit  the 
keeping of the soul to him, in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator, an image of trust that assumes  
God’s own reliability precisely because he is the one who made the soul being entrusted to him.

Opening Prayer

Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ,

Forasmuch as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm us likewise with the same mind, that we may 
cease from the old lusts of men and live the rest of our time in the flesh to your will alone. Let the time 
past of our life suffice us for the former ways we have already forsaken, and give us grace to stand 
steady when others think it strange that we run no longer with them to their excess.

Lord, the end of all things is at hand: make us sober, and watchful unto prayer, and above all things let 
us have fervent charity among ourselves, for charity shall cover the multitude of sins. Teach us to use 
hospitality one to another without grudging, and to minister whatever gift we have received as good 
stewards of your manifold grace, that in all things you may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom 
be praise and dominion for ever and ever.

And Lord, when the fiery trial comes to try us, let us not think it strange, but rejoice, inasmuch as we 
are partakers of Christ’s sufferings, that when his glory shall be revealed we may be glad also with 
exceeding joy. If we are reproached for the name of Christ, let us count ourselves happy, for the spirit 
of glory and of God resteth upon us. And whatever we suffer according to your will, let us commit the 
keeping of our souls to you in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

1 Peter 4:1–6
Arming Yourselves With the Same Mind: Ceased From Sin, No Longer to the Lusts of Men

(1) Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same 
mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin;



(2) That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of 
God.
(3) For the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we 
walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries:
(4) Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them to the same excess of riot, speaking evil of 
you:
(5) Who shall give account to him that is ready to judge the quick and the dead.
(6) For for this cause was the gospel preached also to them that are dead, that they might be judged 
according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit.

The Context
Verse 1’s “forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the 
same mind” directly continues 3:18’s statement of Christ’s suffering, now drawing from it a specific, 
practical command: believers are to “arm” themselves, a deliberately military term, with the identical 
disposition Christ himself carried into suffering. “For he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from 
sin” states a principle rather than a promise of automatic sinlessness, that willingness to suffer bodily 
rather than compromise, the very posture Christ  modeled, functions as a decisive break from sin’s 
ongoing claim on a life.
Verse 2’s “that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the  
will of God” names the positive purpose of this armed resolve, redirecting the whole remainder of a  
believer’s earthly life away from human desire and toward God’s will alone. Verse 3’s catalogue of  
former  conduct,  “lasciviousness,  lusts,  excess  of  wine,  revellings,  banquetings,  and  abominable 
idolatries,” lists vices closely associated with pagan festival culture in Roman Asia Minor, naming a 
past now decisively left behind rather than a present temptation still actively entertained. “The time 
past of our life may suffice” treats this former manner of life as already, sufficiently, over.
Verse 4’s “wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them to the same excess of riot, speaking  
evil of you” names directly the social cost of this break: former companions genuinely find the change 
bewildering, and respond with slander rather than admiration. Verse 5’s “who shall give account to him 
that is ready to judge the quick and the dead” answers this slander not with retaliation but with the 
reminder that final judgment,  of the living and the dead alike, belongs to God, relocating ultimate 
accountability away from present social opinion.
Verse 6’s “for this cause was the gospel preached also to them that are dead, that they might be judged 
according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit” is  among the letter’s more 
debated statements, most naturally read as referring to believers who heard and received the gospel 
while still living but have since died, judged by ordinary human standards in the body yet living, even 
now, according to God in the spirit, an assurance that physical death does not sever the gospel’s effect, 
offered to readers who may well have lost fellow believers to persecution or ordinary mortality.

Plain American English
Since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same attitude, because whoever suffers 
in the body is done with sin. As a result, they do not live the rest of their earthly lives for evil human 
desires, but rather for the will of God. For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans 
choose to do, living in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing, and detestable idolatry. They 
are surprised that you do not join them in their reckless, wild living, and they heap abuse on you. But 
they will have to give account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. For this is the  
reason  the  gospel  was  preached  even  to  those  who  are  now dead,  so  that  they  might  be  judged 
according to human standards in the body, but live according to God in the spirit.



Key Observations
“arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased 
from sin”: This signifies Willingness to Suffer Rather Than Compromise Named as a Decisive 
Break From Sin’s Ongoing Claim.
By linking suffering directly to ceasing from sin, Peter presents costly, resolved faithfulness, modeled 
on Christ himself, as the very thing that severs sin’s continuing hold, not a mere byproduct of holiness 
but its active means.

“the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles”: This signifies A 
Former Manner of Life Named as Already, Sufficiently, Over Rather Than a Present Ongoing 
Struggle.
The phrase treats the old pagan pattern of life as genuinely finished business, not an unresolved 
temptation still requiring daily negotiation, offering a settled rather than anxious posture toward one’s 
own past.

“who shall give account to him that is ready to judge the quick and the dead”: This signifies 
Present Slander Answered Not by Retaliation but by Relocating Final Accountability to God 
Alone.
Rather than defending themselves against former companions’ mockery, believers are pointed toward 
the coming judgment of the living and the dead, trusting ultimate vindication to God’s own reckoning 
rather than to present social approval.

What This Means for Us Today
1. Treat a Genuinely Forsaken Past as Finished Business Rather Than Unresolved Struggle: Verse 
3’s confidence that “the time past may suffice” invites contemporary believers to receive real freedom 
from a former way of life that has genuinely been left behind, rather than carrying unnecessary guilt or 
anxious vigilance over sins already, decisively, forsaken.
2. Expect Social Bewilderment or Criticism as a Normal Cost of Genuine Change: Verse 4’s 
picture of former companions who “think it strange” and speak evil offers realistic expectation to 
believers today whose changed life provokes confusion or criticism from previous circles, encouraging 
steadiness rather than surprise when that response comes.

How This Relates to Today
The catalogue of former conduct in verse 3, oriented around excess, indulgence, and idolatry, remains 
strikingly recognizable in contemporary culture’s own patterns of entertainment and consumption, and 
Peter’s confidence that believers can genuinely leave such patterns behind offers real hope to anyone 
who assumes lasting change in these areas is impossible.
Verse  6’s  assurance  concerning  believers  who  have  died  speaks  with  particular  comfort  to  any 
contemporary reader grieving a fellow believer’s death, naming physical death as unable to sever the 
gospel’s ongoing effect, that those who received it now live according to God in the spirit.

Key Lesson: *This opening unit calls believers to arm themselves with the same resolved mind Christ 
carried into suffering, treating that willingness to suffer as itself the very thing that severs sin’s 
ongoing claim, names a former life of pagan excess as genuinely finished rather than still contested, 
and answers present slander from bewildered former companions not with retaliation but with 
confidence in the coming judgment of the living and the dead.*



1 Peter 4:7–11
The End of All Things Is at Hand: Fervent Charity, Hospitality, and Good Stewards of Manifold Grace

(7) But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.
(8) And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of  
sins.
(9) Use hospitality one to another without grudging.
(10) As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of 
the manifold grace of God.
(11) If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the 
ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be 
praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

The Context
Verse 7’s “but the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer” introduces 
an urgent eschatological horizon that shapes everything the chapter’s remaining instructions assume, 
not a speculative timetable but a settled awareness that present time is limited and therefore precious. 
“Sober” and “watch unto prayer” pair clear-headed self-control with an alert, sustained prayer life, the 
same combination already commended in 1:13, now explicitly tied to the nearness of the end.
Verse 8’s “above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude 
of sins” elevates love above every other instruction in the unit, “above all things” marking it as the 
single most important priority. “Fervent,” the same word already used in 1:22 for loving one another 
“with a pure heart fervently,” describes sustained, stretched-out intensity rather than casual sentiment. 
“Charity  shall  cover  the  multitude  of  sins”  draws  on  Proverbs  10:12’s  “love  covereth  all  sins,” 
describing love’s practical effect of overlooking, forgiving, and absorbing the ordinary offenses that 
inevitably arise within close community, rather than nursing or publicizing them.
Verse 9’s “use hospitality one to another without grudging” names a specific, concrete expression of 
that fervent love, particularly significant for a scattered, persecuted church in which traveling believers, 
itinerant teachers, and displaced Christians depended directly on fellow believers’ willingness to open 
their homes; “without grudging” acknowledges the real cost such hospitality entailed and commands a 
generous, ungrudging spirit in bearing it.
Verses 10 and 11 turn to spiritual gifts, framed entirely around stewardship rather than possession: “as 
every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the  
manifold grace of God.” Every believer, without exception, is assumed to have received some gift, and 
every gift is given specifically for the benefit of others rather than for private use. Verse 11 groups all  
such gifts into two broad categories, speaking, to be exercised “as the oracles of God,” with the gravity  
due to God’s own words, and serving, to be exercised “as of the ability which God giveth,” drawing on  
God’s own strength rather than self-generated effort, both aimed at a single purpose: “that God in all  
things  may be  glorified  through Jesus  Christ,”  closing  with  a  doxology,  “to  whom be  praise  and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen,” one of only two such doxologies within the letter’s body.

Plain American English
The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so that you may pray. Above all, love 
each other  deeply,  because  love  covers  over  a  multitude  of  sins.  Offer  hospitality  to  one  another 
without grumbling. Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful 
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the 
very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all  



things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. 
Amen.

Key Observations
“above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of 
sins”: This signifies Love Elevated Above Every Other Priority Because of Its Practical Power to 
Absorb Ordinary Community Offenses.
By marking love “above all things” and drawing on Proverbs 10:12, Peter names sustained, fervent 
love as the single most important quality holding a community together, functioning practically to 
overlook and forgive rather than nurse the ordinary friction of shared life.

“as every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards 
of the manifold grace of God”: This signifies Every Believer Assumed to Possess Some Gift, Given 
Specifically for Others Rather Than Private Use.
The universal assumption, “every man hath received,” leaves no believer without a gift, while the 
language of stewardship rather than ownership insists that whatever gift is held belongs, in its exercise, 
to the community it is meant to serve.

“that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion 
for ever and ever”: This signifies Every Spiritual Gift, Whether Speaking or Serving, Aimed at a 
Single Unified Purpose Rather Than Personal Recognition.
By tracing both broad categories of gift back to the same final purpose, God’s glory through Christ, 
Peter removes any ground for competition or self-promotion among believers exercising different gifts 
within the same body.

What This Means for Us Today
1. Let Awareness of Limited Time Sharpen Rather Than Panic Present Priorities: Verse 7’s 
urgency invites contemporary believers to hold a settled, sober awareness that time is limited, using 
that awareness to sharpen prayer and love rather than to generate anxiety or speculative timetable-
setting.
2. Identify and Deploy Personal Gifts Specifically for Others’ Benefit Rather Than Private 
Satisfaction: Because every believer is assumed to have received some gift meant for others, 
contemporary Christians can actively ask what gift they have been given and look for concrete ways to 
deploy it in service, rather than assuming spiritual gifts belong only to visibly prominent roles.

How This Relates to Today
The command to practice hospitality “without grudging” speaks to a contemporary culture in which 
hosting and welcoming others can feel like an added burden on already stretched time and resources,  
offering  a  needed  reminder  that  generous,  ungrudging  welcome  remains  a  concrete,  expected 
expression of Christian love rather than an optional extra.
Verse 8’s teaching that love covers a multitude of sins offers a genuinely countercultural alternative to a 
contemporary  environment  often  oriented  toward  publicizing  rather  than  covering  others’ failures, 
commending  instead  a  community  discipline  of  grace  that  absorbs  ordinary  offense  rather  than 
broadcasting it.

Key Lesson: *This unit gathers the church’s practical life under the shadow of the end of all things, 
commanding sober, watchful prayer, fervent love that covers a multitude of sins, ungrudging 
hospitality, and faithful stewardship of whatever gift each believer has received, whether in speech or 



service, all aimed at the single unified purpose that God, in all things, might be glorified through Jesus  
Christ.*

1 Peter 4:12–14
The Fiery Trial: Partakers of Christ’s Sufferings, Happy If Reproached for His Name

(12) Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange 
thing happened unto you:
(13) But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; that, when his glory shall be 
revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.
(14) If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth 
upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified.

The Context
Verse 12’s “beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some 
strange thing happened unto  you” directly  reverses  verse  4’s  language,  where  former  companions 
“thought it strange” that believers no longer joined their excess; here believers themselves are told not 
to think it strange when suffering for that very break arrives. “Fiery trial” draws on the same refining-
fire imagery already established in 1:7, naming suffering’s purifying rather than merely destructive 
function,  while  the  warning  against  surprise  assumes  suffering  is  the  expected,  not  exceptional, 
experience of genuine discipleship.
Verse 13’s “but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings” reframes present suffering 
entirely, not as mere hardship to be endured but as genuine participation in Christ’s own experience, a  
theme already anticipated in 2:21’s call to follow his steps, now named explicitly as a present cause for  
rejoicing. “That, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy” ties present 
partaking  in  suffering  directly  to  future  partaking  in  glory,  the  same  suffering-then-glory  pattern 
already established in 1:11’s description of Christ’s own sufferings and the glory that should follow.
Verse 14’s “if ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God 
resteth upon you” directly echoes Jesus’ own beatitude in Matthew 5:11, and draws on Isaiah 11:2’s 
language of the Spirit  resting upon the messianic figure, now extended to any believer reproached 
specifically “for the name of Christ.” The closing contrast, “on their part he is evil spoken of, but on 
your part  he is glorified,” names the same single reality,  reproach for Christ’s name, as producing 
opposite outcomes depending on which side of it one stands, blasphemy from persecutors, glory from 
the persecuted, directly paralleling the stone imagery of 2:7–8 in which the identical Christ produces 
opposite outcomes in believer and unbeliever alike.

Plain American English
Dear friends,  do not  be surprised at  the fiery ordeal  that  has come on you to test  you, as though 
something strange were happening to you. But rejoice as far as you share in the sufferings of Christ, so 
that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted because of the name of 
Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. To them he is spoken against, 
but to you he is glorified.

Key Observations
“think it not strange concerning the fiery trial… as though some strange thing happened unto 
you”: This signifies Suffering for the Faith Named as the Expected, Not Exceptional, Experience 
of Genuine Discipleship.



By warning specifically against surprise, Peter treats fiery trial as the ordinary rather than abnormal 
accompaniment of following Christ, preparing believers to meet it without the added disorientation of 
feeling singled out or betrayed by its arrival.

“rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings”: This signifies Present Suffering 
Reframed as Genuine Participation in Christ’s Own Experience Rather Than Mere Hardship to 
Be Endured.
This reframing transforms suffering from something simply survived into something believers actively 
share with Christ himself, a participation with its own present dignity and future connection to the 
glory that will follow.

“on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified”: This signifies A Single 
Identical Reproach Producing Opposite Outcomes Depending on Which Side of It a Person 
Stands.
Directly paralleling the stone imagery of chapter 2, the same reproach for Christ’s name becomes 
blasphemy in the mouth of the persecutor and glory in the experience of the persecuted, the outcome 
determined by relationship to Christ rather than by the reproach itself.

What This Means for Us Today
1. Meet Suffering for the Faith Without Surprise or a Sense of Betrayal: Verse 12’s warning 
against thinking trial strange helps contemporary believers hold realistic expectations, so that when 
hardship for genuine conviction arrives, it is met with settled readiness rather than the disorienting 
sense that something has gone wrong with God’s promises.
2. Locate Present Joy in Genuine Participation With Christ Rather Than in the Absence of 
Difficulty: Verse 13’s call to rejoice in shared suffering with Christ offers contemporary believers a 
way to find real, present joy even within hardship, not by denying the difficulty but by recognizing its 
connection to Christ’s own experience and the glory still to come.

How This Relates to Today
The instruction not to be surprised by suffering speaks to any contemporary believer whose faith has 
drawn genuine social cost, whether professional, familial, or cultural, offering a framework that neither 
minimizes the pain of that cost nor treats it as evidence that something has gone theologically wrong.
The promise that the spirit of glory rests on those reproached for Christ’s name offers real comfort to 
believers facing contemporary forms of mockery or marginalization for their convictions, naming that 
very reproach as an occasion of God’s own presence rather than his absence.

Key Lesson: *This central unit instructs believers not to regard the fiery trial as some strange, 
unexpected misfortune, but to rejoice in genuine participation with Christ’s own sufferings, 
anticipating the exceeding joy that will accompany his revealed glory, and names reproach borne for 
Christ’s name as itself a mark of blessing, the same Spirit of glory and of God resting on the 
reproached even as their persecutors speak evil of the very Christ who is, through that same reproach, 
glorified in them.*

1 Peter 4:15–19
Judgment Begins at the House of God: Commit the Keeping of Your Souls to a Faithful Creator



(15) But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other 
men’s matters.
(16) Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this 
behalf.
(17) For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what  
shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?
(18) And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?
(19) Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to 
him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator.

The Context
Verse 15’s “but let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in 
other men’s matters” returns once more to the careful distinction already established in 2:20 and 3:17 
between deserved and undeserved suffering, now naming specific categories of genuinely deserved 
punishment,  murder  and  theft  as  obvious  crimes,  but  also  the  less  obvious  “evildoer”  and,  most 
distinctively, “busybody in other men’s matters,” a term describing meddling interference in affairs that 
are not one’s own, a caution against believers inviting genuine hostility through their own inappropriate 
conduct rather than through faithful witness.
Verse 16’s “yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this 
behalf” addresses directly what may have been, by the time of writing, an emerging use of “Christian” 
as a specifically identifying, potentially criminalizing label (compare Acts 11:26; 26:28), instructing 
believers to embrace rather than hide from that identity even when it invites suffering, turning the very 
occasion of shame into an occasion for glorifying God instead.
Verse 17’s “for the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God” draws on Ezekiel 9:6’s 
pattern  of  judgment  beginning at  God’s  own sanctuary,  applying that  pattern  now to  the  church’s 
present experience of trial, understood as a purifying judgment beginning with God’s own household 
before any final judgment reaches the wider world. “If it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them  
that obey not the gospel of God” reasons from the lesser to the greater: if God’s own people undergo 
such refining trial,  the ultimate reckoning awaiting those who reject the gospel altogether must be 
graver still.
Verse 18’s “and if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear” 
directly quotes Proverbs 11:31 from the Greek Septuagint, reinforcing the same lesser-to-greater logic 
with a direct scriptural citation, the difficulty of the righteous believer’s present path underscoring how 
much  more  perilous  the  position  of  those  who  reject  the  gospel  altogether.  Verse  19’s  closing 
instruction, “wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their 
souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator,” gathers the whole chapter’s argument into a 
single act of trust: “commit,” a banking or deposit term describing entrusting something valuable into  
safekeeping, directed toward God specifically named here as “faithful Creator,” grounding present trust 
not merely in his goodness but in the very fact that he made the soul now being entrusted to him, and  
paired, characteristically for this letter, with continued “well doing” rather than passive resignation.

Plain American English
If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler  
in other people’s affairs. However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that 
you bear that name. For it is time for judgment to begin with God’s household, and if it begins with us, 
what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? And if it  is hard for the  
righteous to be saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner? So then, those who suffer  
according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good.



Key Observations
“let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other 
men’s matters”: This signifies A Continued, Careful Distinction Between Suffering Genuinely 
Deserved and Suffering for the Faith Alone.
By naming specific categories of deserved suffering, including meddling interference in others’ affairs, 
Peter cautions believers against inviting hostility through their own inappropriate conduct, reserving 
commendation strictly for suffering that arises from faithful conduct rather than from genuine 
wrongdoing.

“for the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God”: This signifies Present Trial 
Within the Church Understood as a Purifying Judgment That Precedes and Anticipates a Graver 
Final Reckoning.
Drawing on Ezekiel’s pattern of judgment beginning at God’s own sanctuary, this verse reframes the 
church’s present suffering as itself a form of refining judgment, reasoning that if God’s own household 
undergoes such trial, the reckoning awaiting those who reject the gospel altogether must be far more 
severe.

“let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to him in well 
doing, as unto a faithful Creator”: This signifies Present Trust Grounded Specifically in God’s 
Identity as Creator, Not Merely in a General Confidence in His Goodness.
The banking language of “commit” pictures a deliberate, deposit-like entrusting of one’s soul, and 
naming God specifically as “faithful Creator” grounds that trust in the very fact that he made the soul 
now being entrusted to him, paired throughout with continued well doing rather than passive 
resignation.

What This Means for Us Today
1. Examine Honestly Whether Present Difficulty Traces to Faithful Conduct or to Self-Inflicted 
Causes: Verse 15’s specific naming of the busybody as a category of deserved suffering invites 
contemporary believers to honest self-examination about whether hardship they face actually stems 
from faithful witness or from their own inappropriate meddling or wrongdoing.
2. Entrust the Soul to God as Creator, Not Merely as a General Act of Positive Thinking: Verse 
19’s specific grounding of trust in God’s identity as “faithful Creator” invites believers today to root 
confidence in suffering not in vague optimism but in the concrete, theological fact that the God being 
trusted is the very one who made them.

How This Relates to Today
The warning against suffering as a “busybody in other men’s matters” speaks with particular relevance 
to  a  contemporary  environment  of  easy  public  commentary  on  others’ private  affairs,  cautioning 
believers that not all conflict incurred through such meddling qualifies as suffering for righteousness’ 
sake.
The image of committing one’s soul to a faithful Creator offers a concrete, theologically grounded 
alternative to generic contemporary reassurances about trusting the process, rooting present confidence 
specifically in the character and identity of the God who made the soul now being entrusted to him.

Key Lesson: *This closing unit distinguishes once more between suffering genuinely deserved and 
suffering borne for the name of Christ alone, names present trial within the church as a purifying 
judgment that begins at the house of God before any graver reckoning reaches those who reject the 



gospel, and closes the chapter with its clearest single instruction for enduring suffering according to 
God’s will: commit the keeping of the soul to him, in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator.*

Closing Prayer

Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ,

Thank you that Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, and that we may arm ourselves likewise with the  
same mind, ceasing from sin, and living the rest of our time in the flesh no longer to the lusts of men, 
but to your will. Let the time past of our life truly suffice us for whatever excess and idolatry we once 
walked in, and give us peace when former companions think it strange that we run with them no more.

Lord, the end of all things is at hand: make us sober, and watchful unto prayer, and above all things let 
us have fervent charity among ourselves, for charity shall cover the multitude of sins. Teach us to use 
hospitality without grudging, and to minister whatever gift we have received as good stewards of your 
manifold grace, that in all things you may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and 
dominion for ever and ever.

And when the fiery trial comes to try us, let us not think it strange, but rejoice as partakers of Christ’s 
sufferings, glad also with exceeding joy when his glory shall be revealed. If we are reproached for the 
name of Christ, let us count ourselves happy, for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon us. Let 
none of us suffer as evildoers, but if we suffer as Christians, let us not be ashamed, but glorify you on 
this behalf. And whatever we suffer according to your will, let us commit the keeping of our souls to 
you in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.



Introduction to 1 Peter Chapter 5
Shepherds and Sheep Under the Mighty Hand of God: Humility, Vigilance, and the True Grace  

Wherein Ye Stand
Chapter 5 brings the letter to its close by addressing, in turn, the two roles most responsible for a  
suffering congregation’s health, elders who lead and younger believers who follow, before widening the 
address to the whole church with a single, unifying call to humility. Peter, identifying himself here not 
with apostolic authority alone but as “also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ,” exhorts  
elders to feed and oversee the flock willingly and without love of gain, promising an unfading crown of 
glory at the appearing of the chief Shepherd, while the younger are called to submit, and all believers, 
elder and younger alike, are called to clothe themselves with humility toward one another, since God 
resisteth the proud but giveth grace to the humble.
From this call to mutual humility the chapter turns to the letter’s final, urgent warning: an adversary,  
the devil, described as a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour, against whom believers are to 
remain sober, vigilant, and steadfast in faith, comforted by the knowledge that the same afflictions are 
being accomplished in their brethren throughout the world, so that no suffering believer suffers in 
isolation from the wider, scattered family of faith this letter has addressed from its opening verse.
The letter closes as it began, with grace: “the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory 
by Christ Jesus,” promising that present suffering, though real, is only “for a while” before God himself 
makes  believers  perfect,  establishes,  strengthens,  and  settles  them.  Peter’s  final  greetings,  from 
Silvanus, from “the church that is at Babylon,” and from Marcus, close a letter written, in Peter’s own 
words,  “briefly,  exhorting,  and  testifying  that  this  is  the  true  grace  of  God  wherein  ye  stand,” 
summarizing in a single sentence the entire purpose of everything the letter has said across its five 
chapters.

Opening Prayer

Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ,

We come to you asking that those who shepherd your flock among us would feed it willingly and not by 
constraint, not for filthy lucre but of a ready mind, not as lords over your heritage but as examples to 
the flock, that when the chief Shepherd shall appear, they may receive a crown of glory that fadeth not 
away. And for the rest of us, teach us to submit ourselves to those you have placed over us, and to be 
subject one to another, clothed with humility, for you resist the proud and give grace to the humble.

Lord, help us to humble ourselves under your mighty hand, that you may exalt us in due time, casting 
all our care upon you, for you care for us. Make us sober and vigilant, because our adversary the devil,  
as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour. Give us grace to resist him, steadfast in  
the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in our brethren that are in the world.

And Lord, we thank you that you are the God of all grace, who hath called us unto your eternal glory 
by Christ Jesus, and that after we have suffered a while, you yourself will make us perfect, stablish, 
strengthen, and settle us. To you be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.



1 Peter 5:1–4
Feed the Flock of God: Not Lords Over God’s Heritage, but Examples, Awaiting the Chief Shepherd

(1) The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of 
Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed:
(2) Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but 
willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind;
(3) Neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but being examples to the flock.
(4) And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.

The Context
Verse 1’s  “the elders which are among you I  exhort,  who am also an elder,  and a  witness of  the 
sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed” opens the letter’s closing 
exhortations with a striking act of self-identification. Rather than invoking his full apostolic title, Peter 
addresses fellow elders as one of their own number, “also an elder,” grounding his appeal in shared  
office and shared experience rather than in rank alone, while his added identity as “a witness of the  
sufferings of Christ” carries unique, unrepeatable authority no other elder could claim, and “also a 
partaker of the glory that shall be revealed” ties his own hope to the same future glory chapter 1 and 
chapter 4 have already promised every believer.
Verse  2’s  threefold  instruction,  “feed  the  flock  of  God which  is  among you,  taking the  oversight 
thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind,” draws directly on  
Jesus’ own threefold charge to Peter in John 21:15–17 to “feed my sheep,” now passed on as a charge 
to the next generation of shepherds. Each pair of contrasts names a specific temptation of pastoral 
office, reluctant duty against willing service, financial gain against generous readiness, establishing 
motive rather than mere outward performance as the real measure of faithful oversight.
Verse 3’s “neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but being examples to the flock” names a third 
and perhaps most subtle temptation, the abuse of pastoral authority into domineering control, directly 
echoing Jesus’ own teaching in Mark 10:42–45 about not lording authority as the Gentiles do. “God’s 
heritage,” literally God’s own allotted portion, reminds elders that the flock belongs to God, not to 
them,  and  “examples  to  the  flock”  redefines  effective  leadership  as  embodied  pattern  rather  than 
imposed command, the same “example” language already used of Christ himself in 2:21.
Verse 4’s “and when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not  
away” names Christ as “chief Shepherd,” under whom every human elder serves only as a subordinate, 
temporary undershepherd, and promises a reward, “a crown of glory that fadeth not away,” whose 
unfading quality directly echoes the incorruptible inheritance already promised to every believer in 1:4, 
extending that same permanence specifically to faithful pastoral labor.

Plain American English
To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of Christ’s sufferings, and one who will  
share in the glory to be revealed: be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over 
them,  not  because you must,  but  because you are  willing,  as  God wants  you to  be;  not  pursuing 
dishonest gain, but eager to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the 
flock. And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade 
away.

Key Observations



“I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ”: This signifies Peter 
Grounding His Appeal in Shared Office and Personal Witness Rather Than in Apostolic Rank 
Alone.
By naming himself “also an elder” rather than leading with his apostolic title, Peter models the same 
humility he is about to command, appealing to fellow shepherds as a peer even while his unique 
eyewitness testimony to Christ’s sufferings carries unrepeatable authority.

“not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; neither as being lords 
over God’s heritage, but being examples to the flock”: This signifies Three Specific Temptations of 
Pastoral Office Named and Directly Countered by Motive Rather Than Mere Outward 
Performance.
Each pair, reluctance against willingness, gain against readiness, domination against example, locates 
faithful leadership in inward disposition rather than external correctness, insisting that how oversight is 
exercised matters as much as whether it occurs at all.

“when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away”: 
This signifies Christ Named Chief Shepherd Over Every Human Elder, Whose Faithful Labor 
Receives a Permanence Matching the Believer’s Own Incorruptible Inheritance.
By subordinating every elder to Christ as “chief Shepherd” and promising an unfading crown, this 
verse both humbles human pastoral authority and dignifies faithful service, extending the same 
incorruptible quality already promised believers in 1:4 specifically to shepherding labor.

What This Means for Us Today
1. Evaluate Church Leadership by Motive and Manner, Not Merely by Outward Function: Verse 
2’s threefold contrast invites contemporary congregations and leaders alike to examine not simply 
whether oversight is happening but whether it flows from willing, ungreedy, generous motive, resisting 
reluctant duty, financial self-interest, and controlling domination alike.
2. Lead, When Given the Opportunity, by Embodied Example Rather Than Imposed Authority: 
Verse 3’s call to be “examples to the flock” challenges contemporary leaders in any setting, church or 
otherwise, to prioritize modeling the conduct they hope to see over simply commanding it, trusting 
pattern over pressure as the more faithful form of influence.

How This Relates to Today
This passage speaks with real relevance to ongoing contemporary conversations about healthy versus 
abusive  church  leadership,  offering  Peter’s  own  threefold  diagnostic,  willingness  over  constraint, 
generosity over gain, example over domination, as a durable, still-applicable standard for evaluating 
pastoral character.
The promise of an unfading crown for faithful shepherding offers real encouragement to contemporary 
pastors and other leaders serving in difficult, often thankless circumstances, naming their labor as seen 
and rewarded by the chief Shepherd even when it goes largely unnoticed by those they serve.

Key Lesson: *This opening unit finds Peter appealing to fellow elders as a fellow elder himself, 
charging them to feed and oversee God’s flock willingly, without love of gain, and without lording 
authority over those in their care, but instead by embodied example, and promising that when Christ, 
the chief Shepherd, appears, faithful undershepherds will receive a crown of glory that, like the 
believer’s own inheritance, will never fade away.*



1 Peter 5:5–7
Clothed With Humility: God Resisteth the Proud, Casting All Your Care Upon Him

(5) Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, 
and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.
(6) Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time:
(7) Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.

The Context
“Likewise, ye younger,  submit yourselves unto the elder” extends the letter’s recurring submission 
theme, already applied to civil authority, servants, and wives, now to the relationship between younger 
and older members of the congregation, before immediately widening beyond a single group: “yea, all 
of you be subject one to another,” refusing to let submission remain a one-directional demand placed 
only on the young. “Be clothed with humility” pictures humility as a deliberately chosen garment, an 
image drawing possibly on the servant’s apron Jesus himself wore in John 13:4–5 when washing his 
disciples’ feet, worn visibly and continuously rather than assumed only occasionally.
The quotation “for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble” draws directly on Proverbs 
3:34, cited also in James 4:6, one of several points where this letter and James independently echo the 
same Old Testament  wisdom tradition,  naming pride and humility as producing precisely opposite 
divine responses,  active resistance in  one case,  active  grace in  the other,  rather  than mere neutral 
indifference.
Verse 6’s “humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due 
time” extends this same principle from horizontal relationships among believers to the believer’s own 
vertical posture before God, “mighty hand” recalling Exodus’s own repeated language for God’s power 
in delivering Israel (compare Exodus 3:19; Deuteronomy 3:24), and “in due time” cautioning against 
demanding immediate vindication, trusting instead God’s own appointed timing. Verse 7’s “casting all  
your care upon him; for he careth for you” draws on Psalm 55:22’s “cast thy burden upon the LORD,” 
naming the practical outworking of this humility: rather than anxious self-reliance, believers are to 
actively transfer their care to God, grounded specifically in the assurance that he himself genuinely 
cares for them, the same verb root used for “care” and “careth” tying human anxiety directly to divine 
concern as its proper resolution.

Plain American English
In the same way, you who are younger, submit yourselves to your elders. All of you, clothe yourselves 
with humility toward one another, because God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble. 
Humble yourselves, then, under God’s mighty hand, so that he may lift you up in his own good time. 
Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you.

Key Observations
“be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble”: This 
signifies Humility Pictured as a Deliberately Worn Garment That Produces Opposite Divine 
Responses Depending on Its Presence or Absence.
The image of clothing suggests an active, ongoing choice rather than a passive disposition, and the 
quoted proverb makes clear that pride and humility are not neutral options but ones that actively invite 
either God’s resistance or his grace.



“humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time”: 
This signifies Present Humility Before God Paired With Confident Trust in His Own Appointed, 
Not Demanded, Timing.
By naming exaltation as occurring “in due time” rather than immediately, this verse guards against a 
transactional view of humility as a strategy for quick reward, commending instead genuine submission 
that trusts God’s own timing without dictating it.

“casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you”: This signifies Anxious Self-Reliance 
Actively Exchanged for Trust, Grounded Specifically in God’s Own Genuine Care.
Drawing on Psalm 55’s language of casting one’s burden on the Lord, this verse names a deliberate, 
active transfer of anxiety rather than its mere suppression, resting that transfer specifically on the 
assurance of God’s own personal concern for the one who casts it.

What This Means for Us Today
1. Practice Humility as a Continually Worn Garment Rather Than an Occasional Posture: Verse 
5’s clothing image invites contemporary believers to treat humility as a daily, deliberate choice in every 
relationship, not a virtue reserved for particularly difficult moments or interactions with authority 
figures alone.
2. Actively Transfer Anxiety to God Rather Than Managing It Alone: Verse 7’s command to cast all 
care upon God challenges contemporary believers, often inclined toward self-reliant coping strategies, 
to practice a genuine, repeated act of entrusting worry to God, grounded in confidence in his actual care 
rather than in denial of the anxiety itself.

How This Relates to Today
The call  to  mutual  submission and humility  speaks  usefully  into contemporary church life,  where 
generational tension between younger and older members can mirror ancient patterns, offering a model 
of  humility  flowing  in  every  direction  rather  than  being  demanded  only  from  those  with  less 
institutional standing.
Verse 7’s invitation to cast all care upon God addresses a genuinely widespread contemporary struggle 
with anxiety, offering not a dismissal of real worry but a concrete, repeatable practice of entrusting it to 
a God explicitly named as caring, a needed word in a culture often left to manage anxiety through self-
sufficiency alone.

Key Lesson: *This unit widens submission beyond any single group, calling younger believers to 
submit to elders and all believers to be subject one to another, clothed continually in humility, since 
God resists the proud and gives grace to the humble, and closes by directing that same humility 
vertically toward God himself, who exalts in his own due time those who humble themselves under his 
mighty hand and cast all their care upon him, trusting his genuine concern for them.*

1 Peter 5:8–11
Resist Steadfast in the Faith: The Roaring Lion, and the God of All Grace Who Will Settle You

(8) Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour:
(9) Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your 
brethren that are in the world.



(10) But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye 
have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.
(11) To him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

The Context
Verse 8’s “be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour” names, in the letter’s closing movement, the ultimate spiritual reality 
standing  behind  the  human  hostility  and  social  slander  this  letter  has  addressed  throughout, 
“adversary,” the same root underlying the name Satan itself, meaning accuser or opponent. The image 
of a roaring lion, drawn from familiar Old Testament predator imagery (compare Psalm 22:13; Amos 
3:4), pictures active, hunting aggression rather than passive threat, and “seeking whom he may devour” 
names believers, particularly those already weakened by suffering and social pressure, as the specific 
target of this predatory search.
Verse 9’s “whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your 
brethren that are in the world” commands active resistance rather than flight or passive endurance,  
grounded specifically  “in  the  faith,”  the  settled  convictions  this  letter  has  repeatedly  commended. 
“Knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world” offers a  
striking form of comfort, not the removal of suffering but the knowledge that it is shared, universal 
among the scattered church rather than a mark of individual abandonment or unique misfortune.
Verses 10 and 11 close the letter’s body with one of its richest theological statements: “but the God of 
all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while,  
make you perfect,  stablish,  strengthen, settle  you.” “The God of all  grace” names God’s character 
comprehensively, the same grace that has run throughout the letter from 1:2’s opening greeting now 
named as total and all-encompassing. “After that ye have suffered a while” places present suffering 
within a bounded, temporary frame, contrasted directly with the “eternal glory” to which believers have 
been called. The fourfold promise, “make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you,” piles up near-
synonyms for emphasis, describing a comprehensive divine work of completion and stability following 
a season of suffering,  before the letter’s body closes,  fittingly,  in doxology: “to him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen.”

Plain American English
Be alert  and of  sober  mind.  Your  enemy the  devil  prowls  around like  a  roaring  lion  looking  for 
someone  to  devour.  Resist  him,  standing  firm in  the  faith,  because  you  know that  the  family  of 
believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings. And the God of all grace, 
who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore 
you and make you strong, firm, and steadfast. To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.

Key Observations
“your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour”: This 
signifies The Ultimate Spiritual Reality Behind Present Human Hostility Named Explicitly at the 
Letter’s Close.
By naming the devil directly in its final movement, the letter reveals that the social hostility, slander, 
and suffering addressed throughout has a deeper spiritual source, actively hunting believers rather than 
merely presenting a passive risk.

“resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren 
that are in the world”: This signifies Comfort Located Not in the Removal of Suffering but in Its 
Shared, Universal Character Among the Scattered Church.



Rather than promising an end to affliction, Peter offers the knowledge that suffering believers 
everywhere share the same experience, transforming isolated hardship into solidarity with a wider 
family of faith undergoing identical trial.

“the God of all grace… after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, 
strengthen, settle you”: This signifies A Fourfold, Emphatic Promise of Comprehensive Divine 
Restoration Following a Clearly Bounded Season of Suffering.
The piled-up near-synonyms describe total, thorough divine work rather than partial recovery, while “a 
while” frames suffering as genuinely temporary, contrasted directly against the eternal glory to which 
believers have already been called.

What This Means for Us Today
1. Recognize the Spiritual Dimension Behind Present Hostility or Temptation Without Becoming 
Fixated on It: Verse 8’s naming of the devil invites contemporary believers to take spiritual opposition 
seriously, remaining sober and vigilant, without letting that awareness become either denial of a real 
spiritual adversary or unhealthy preoccupation with it.
2. Find Genuine Comfort in Solidarity With a Wider Family of Faith Undergoing Similar Trial: 
Verse 9’s reminder that the same afflictions are experienced by believers elsewhere offers 
contemporary Christians facing isolated hardship a way to locate real comfort in shared experience, 
resisting the sense that their particular suffering marks them out as uniquely abandoned.

How This Relates to Today
The  image  of  a  roaring  lion  seeking  whom  he  may  devour  speaks  with  real  relevance  to  any 
contemporary believer navigating a season of vulnerability, whether through suffering, isolation, or 
spiritual weariness, naming such seasons as precisely when active, sober vigilance matters most.
The promise that God himself will make, stablish, strengthen, and settle believers after a season of  
suffering offers genuine hope to contemporary Christians enduring prolonged hardship, naming present 
difficulty as bounded and temporary against the backdrop of the eternal glory already secured in Christ.

Key Lesson: *This unit names the letter’s final, ultimate opponent, the devil, prowling as a roaring lion  
seeking whom he may devour, and calls believers to sober, vigilant, steadfast resistance, comforted by 
the knowledge that the same afflictions are shared by brethren throughout the world, before closing the  
letter’s body with the assured promise that the God of all grace, who has called believers to his eternal 
glory in Christ Jesus, will himself, after a bounded season of suffering, make them perfect, establish, 
strengthen, and settle them, to whom be glory and dominion for ever and ever.*

1 Peter 5:12–14
The True Grace of God Wherein Ye Stand: Silvanus, the Church at Babylon, and a Kiss of Charity

(12) By Silvanus, a faithful brother unto you, as I suppose, I have written briefly, exhorting, and 
testifying that this is the true grace of God wherein ye stand.
(13) The church that is at Babylon, elected together with you, saluteth you; and so doth Marcus my 
son.
(14) Greet ye one another with a kiss of charity. Peace be with you all that are in Christ Jesus. Amen.

The Context



Verse 12’s “by Silvanus, a faithful brother unto you, as I suppose, I have written briefly, exhorting, and 
testifying that this is the true grace of God wherein ye stand” names Peter’s amanuensis or letter-
carrier,  Silvanus,  very likely the same Silvanus who traveled extensively with Paul (compare Acts 
15:22–40; 2 Corinthians 1:19), lending this closing greeting a further point of connection between the  
wider apostolic circle and these scattered churches. “I have written briefly” is a striking claim for a  
letter as theologically dense as this one, suggesting Peter’s own sense that the letter’s five chapters, 
however  weighty,  remain  only  a  compressed  summary  of  a  much  larger  body  of  teaching  and 
encouragement. The purpose statement, “exhorting, and testifying that this is the true grace of God 
wherein ye stand,” names in a single sentence the entire aim of the letter: not to introduce new doctrine 
but to confirm and testify to grace these believers already stand in, urging them to hold fast rather than 
waver under present pressure.
Verse 13’s “the church that is at Babylon, elected together with you, saluteth you; and so doth Marcus 
my son” sends greetings from Peter’s own present location and companions, “Babylon” most plausibly 
read, as in Revelation, as a coded reference to Rome rather than the literal Mesopotamian city, and 
“Marcus my son” very likely referring to John Mark, associated with Peter in early church tradition and 
author of the second Gospel, “my son” indicating a close, possibly spiritual rather than biological,  
relationship. “Elected together with you” extends the letter’s opening election language (1:1–2) to this  
sending church as well, binding sender and recipients within the same single family of the chosen.
Verse 14’s closing instruction, “greet ye one another with a kiss of charity,” names a specific, physical  
practice of Christian greeting common in the early church (compare Romans 16:16; 1 Corinthians 
16:20),  “charity”  rather  than  mere  social  kiss  marking  this  greeting  as  an  expression  of  genuine 
Christian  love  rather  than empty custom,  fittingly  closing a  letter  that  has  repeatedly  commended 
“fervent charity” (1:22; 4:8) as the church’s central practice. The letter’s very final words, “peace be 
with you all that are in Christ Jesus. Amen,” return to the same grace-and-peace greeting with which 
the letter opened in 1:2, closing the circle of the entire letter with the same blessing it began with, now 
confirmed and tested across five chapters of doctrine and exhortation.

Plain American English
With  the  help  of  Silvanus,  whom  I  regard  as  a  faithful  brother,  I  have  written  to  you  briefly, 
encouraging you and testifying that  this  is  the  true  grace of  God.  Stand fast  in  it.  She who is  in 
Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you her greetings, and so does my son Mark. Greet one 
another with a kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ.

Key Observations
“I have written briefly, exhorting, and testifying that this is the true grace of God wherein ye 
stand”: This signifies A Single-Sentence Summary Naming the Entire Letter’s Purpose as 
Confirmation Rather Than Introduction of New Doctrine.
Peter frames his own five-chapter letter as “brief,” a testimony confirming grace these believers already 
stand in rather than a wholly new teaching, redirecting the letter’s aim toward steadfastness rather than 
novelty.

“the church that is at Babylon, elected together with you”: This signifies Sending Church and 
Receiving Churches Bound Within a Single Shared Identity of Election.
By naming the church at Babylon as “elected together with you,” Peter extends the same election 
language of the letter’s opening verses to his own present congregation, uniting sender and scattered 
recipients within one single, undivided chosen family.



“greet ye one another with a kiss of charity. Peace be with you all that are in Christ Jesus”: This 
signifies A Fitting Close That Enacts the Letter’s Own Central Command of Fervent Love and 
Returns to Its Opening Greeting of Grace and Peace.
The instruction to greet with a kiss of genuine love embodies the same fervent charity commended 
throughout the letter, while the closing peace deliberately echoes 1:2’s opening grace and peace, 
closing the entire letter’s circle on the same note it began.

What This Means for Us Today
1. Receive Scripture as Testimony Confirming a Grace Already Given, Not Merely as New 
Information to Master: Peter’s own description of his letter as testimony to “the true grace of God 
wherein ye stand” invites contemporary readers to approach this letter, and Scripture more broadly, less 
as a body of facts to acquire and more as confirmation meant to steady an already-received grace.
2. Practice Genuine, Embodied Expressions of Christian Affection Within the Church 
Community: While cultural forms of greeting vary widely today, verse 14’s instruction to greet one 
another with a kiss of charity commends the underlying principle of warm, genuine, physically 
expressed affection among believers, inviting contemporary churches to consider whether their own 
customary greetings carry comparable warmth.

How This Relates to Today
The naming of the church at Babylon as “elected together with you” speaks to the ongoing, worldwide 
unity of the church across vastly different times and places, reminding contemporary believers that 
their own local congregation belongs to the same single, chosen family this letter first addressed to 
scattered churches across Asia Minor.
The letter’s closing return to grace and peace, the very words with which it opened, offers a fitting 
model  for  contemporary  communication  of  any  kind,  whether  preaching,  teaching,  or  ordinary 
correspondence,  that  begins  and  ends  with  the  same settled  blessing  rather  than  drifting  from its 
original note.

Key Lesson: *This closing unit names Silvanus as the letter’s carrier and summarizes the entire 
preceding letter in a single purpose, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God wherein 
these scattered believers stand, sends greeting from the church at Babylon and from Marcus, bound 
together with its recipients in one shared election, and closes the letter as it began, with the command 
to greet one another in genuine love and the same blessing of grace and peace with which the whole 
letter opened, now confirmed across five chapters to all who are in Christ Jesus.*



Closing Prayer

Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ,

Thank you for those who feed your flock among us willingly, not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind, 
not as lords over your heritage, but as examples, and for the promise that when the chief Shepherd 
shall appear, they will receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away. Teach the younger among us to 
submit to the elder, and teach all of us to be subject one to another, clothed with humility, for you resist 
the proud, and give grace to the humble.

Lord, we humble ourselves under your mighty hand, that you may exalt us in due time, casting all our 
care upon you, for you care for us. Make us sober and vigilant, because our adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour. Give us grace to resist him, steadfast in the 
faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in our brethren that are in the world.

And Lord, we thank you that you are the God of all grace, who hath called us unto your eternal glory 
by Christ Jesus, and that after we have suffered a while, you yourself will make us perfect, stablish, 
strengthen, and settle us. To you be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Thank you for this whole 
letter, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God wherein we stand. Let us greet one 
another with a kiss of charity, and let your peace be with all of us that are in Christ Jesus.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Introduction to 2 Peter Chapter 1
Partakers of the Divine Nature: Diligence, Eyewitness Testimony, and the More Sure Word of  

Prophecy



Second Peter is  a shorter,  more urgent letter than its  predecessor,  written not  primarily to comfort 
believers under external persecution, the great concern of First  Peter,  but to fortify them against a 
danger arising from within, false teachers who would soon be named directly in chapter 2 and whose 
scoffing denial of Christ’s promised return would be addressed at length in chapter 3. The letter is  
traditionally understood to come from the same Simon Peter of the Gospels and of First Peter, now 
writing, by his own account in this chapter, in the full awareness that his death is near, giving the whole  
letter something of the character of a final testament, a last, deliberate effort to leave these believers  
permanently equipped after his own departure.
Chapter  1  opens  with  a  salutation  strikingly  similar  in  structure  to  First  Peter’s  but  immediately 
distinctive in emphasis, moving quickly from grace and peace multiplied through the knowledge of 
God to a sweeping statement of what that divine power has already supplied, all things pertaining to 
life and godliness, and exceeding great and precious promises through which believers become, in the 
letter’s  most  theologically  bold  single  phrase,  “partakers  of  the  divine  nature.”  From this  exalted 
foundation the chapter immediately turns practical, listing a chain of virtues believers are to add to their 
faith  with all  diligence,  precisely because genuine knowledge of  Christ,  in  Peter’s  own argument, 
cannot remain merely theoretical without becoming barren and unfruitful.
The chapter’s second half turns personal and testimonial: Peter explains his own urgency as a man who 
knows his  death  is  near,  and grounds  the  entire  letter’s  authority  not  in  speculation  but  in  direct 
eyewitness experience, having been present at the Transfiguration and having heard, with his own ears, 
the  voice  from  heaven  declaring  Jesus  God’s  beloved  Son.  The  chapter  closes  by  placing  that 
eyewitness testimony alongside the even more established authority of Old Testament prophecy, itself 
the product not of human invention but of holy men of God moved by the Holy Ghost, establishing, 
before the letter’s warnings against false teachers even begin, the sure and tested foundation on which 
everything that follows will stand.

Opening Prayer

Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ,

We thank you that your divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue, and that by exceeding great and 
precious promises we might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in 
the world through lust. Give us grace, giving all diligence, to add to our faith virtue, and to virtue 
knowledge, and to knowledge temperance, and to temperance patience, and to patience godliness, and 
to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness charity.

Lord, let these things be in us, and abound, that we may be neither barren nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. Give us diligence to make our calling and election sure, that we 
may never fall, and that an entrance may be ministered unto us abundantly into the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

And Lord, we thank you that we have not followed cunningly devised fables, but stand upon the 
eyewitness testimony of your Son’s majesty, and upon the more sure word of prophecy, unto which we 
do well to take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star 
arise in our hearts. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

2 Peter 1:1–4



Like Precious Faith: Partakers of the Divine Nature, Having Escaped Corruption Through Lust

(1) Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like precious faith  
with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ:
(2) Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord,
(3) According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:
(4) Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be 
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

The Context
Verse 1’s “Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ” opens with a fuller name than First 
Peter’s simple “Peter,” using the Hebrew-form “Simon” alongside the given name “Peter,” and pairs 
“servant”  with “apostle,”  humble self-designation alongside genuine authority.  “To them that  have 
obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ” 
addresses  believers  whose  faith,  though  received  later  and  through  different  circumstance,  is 
nonetheless “like precious,” of identical worth to the apostles’ own, grounded not in the recipients’ own 
achievement but in “the righteousness of God,” a phrase that, alongside “our Saviour Jesus Christ,” 
already anticipates this letter’s recurring, deliberate emphasis on Christ’s full deity.
Verse 2’s “grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our 
Lord”  echoes  First  Peter’s  identical  opening  blessing  (1  Peter  1:2)  while  adding  “through  the 
knowledge,” introducing a keyword that will recur throughout this short letter, “knowledge” serving as 
one of its central, organizing concerns, likely in direct response to false teachers who would soon claim 
a superior, secret knowledge of their own.
Verse  3’s  “according as  his  divine  power  hath  given unto  us  all  things  that  pertain  unto  life  and 
godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue” makes an emphatic  
claim  of  sufficiency:  believers  already  possess,  through  genuine  knowledge  of  Christ,  everything 
necessary for both spiritual life and practical godliness, with nothing lacking that some further secret 
teaching  might  supply,  a  direct  rebuttal  in  advance  of  the  false  teachers’ later  claims.  Verse  4’s  
“whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers 
of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust” makes one of the 
boldest  theological  statements  in  the  New Testament,  “partakers  of  the  divine  nature”  describing 
genuine, real participation in God’s own nature, not identity with God but authentic sharing in his  
character,  achieved specifically  through escape from the world’s  lust-driven corruption rather  than 
through any mystical technique.

Plain American English
Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who through the righteousness of our God 
and  Savior  Jesus  Christ  have  received  a  faith  as  precious  as  ours:  grace  and  peace  be  yours  in 
abundance through the knowledge of  God and of  Jesus  our  Lord.  His  divine power has given us 
everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and 
goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them 
you may participate in the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the world caused by evil 
desires.

Key Observations



“to them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ”: This signifies Every Believer’s Faith Named Equal in Worth to the 
Apostles’ Own, Regardless of When or How It Was Received.
By calling his readers’ faith “like precious” to that of the apostles themselves, Peter refuses any 
hierarchy of spiritual status based on proximity to Christ’s earthly ministry, grounding equal worth 
entirely in the shared righteousness of God rather than in personal history or experience.

“his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness”: This signifies 
A Direct Claim of Present Spiritual Sufficiency, Anticipating and Refuting Any Later Claim to 
Additional Secret Knowledge.
This emphatic statement that believers already possess everything necessary for life and godliness 
functions as an advance rebuttal to the false teachers this letter will soon confront, establishing genuine 
knowledge of Christ as fully adequate before any competing claim is even introduced.

“that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in 
the world through lust”: This signifies Genuine, Real Participation in God’s Own Character, 
Achieved Through Moral Escape Rather Than Mystical Technique.
One of the boldest statements in the New Testament, this phrase describes authentic sharing in God’s 
nature and character, tied specifically and concretely to escaping lust-driven corruption rather than to 
any secret ritual or esoteric practice.

What This Means for Us Today
1. Receive One’s Own Faith as Genuinely Equal in Worth to That of Any Other Believer, Past or 
Present: Verse 1’s “like precious faith” invites contemporary believers to resist any sense of spiritual 
inferiority based on when or how they came to faith, trusting that the same righteousness of God 
grounds every believer’s standing equally.
2. Trust the Sufficiency of Genuine Knowledge of Christ Rather Than Seeking Secret or 
Additional Spiritual Knowledge: Verse 3’s claim that believers already possess all things pertaining 
to life and godliness challenges contemporary believers to resist any teaching that implies ordinary 
faith in Christ is somehow incomplete without further esoteric insight.

How This Relates to Today
The claim that  believers  are  already given “all  things that  pertain unto life and godliness” speaks 
usefully into any contemporary spiritual marketplace offering additional secrets, techniques, or higher 
levels  of  spiritual  attainment  beyond  ordinary  faith  in  Christ,  offering  a  settled  confidence  in  the 
sufficiency of what has already been given.
The phrase “partakers of the divine nature” continues to shape historic Christian reflection on the goal 
of the Christian life, and offers contemporary believers a vision of spiritual growth aimed not merely at 
behavioral improvement but at genuine, deepening participation in God’s own character.

Key Lesson: *This opening unit greets believers whose faith is named “like precious” to the apostles’ 
own, grounds present spiritual sufficiency in genuine knowledge of Christ rather than any additional 
secret teaching, and closes with one of the New Testament’s boldest claims, that through God’s 
exceeding great and precious promises believers become genuine partakers of the divine nature, having  
escaped the world’s lust-driven corruption.*

2 Peter 1:5–11



Add to Your Faith Virtue: Giving All Diligence to Make Your Calling and Election Sure

(5) And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;
(6) And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness;
(7) And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.
(8) For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
(9) But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was 
purged from his old sins.
(10) Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do 
these things, ye shall never fall:
(11) For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

The Context
Verse 5’s “and beside this, giving all  diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge” 
launches one of the New Testament’s most carefully structured ethical chains, seven qualities linked 
each  to  the  next  in  an  unbroken  sequence,  “add”  carrying  the  sense  of  generously  supplying  or 
supplementing, and “giving all diligence” insisting that this growth requires deliberate, energetic effort  
rather than passive expectation, directly following the sufficiency just declared in verse 3, effort and 
divine provision working together rather than in competition.
Verses 6 and 7 continue the chain: “to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to  
patience godliness; and to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.” Each link 
builds logically on the one before it, knowledge requiring self-control to be rightly applied, self-control 
requiring patience to  be  sustained over  time,  patience maturing into  godliness,  godliness  naturally 
overflowing into brotherly kindness toward fellow believers, and brotherly kindness culminating in 
charity, the same comprehensive, others-directed love that closes First Peter’s own ethical instruction,  
so that the chain moves from internal character formation toward outward, relational love as its final 
aim.
Verse 8’s “for if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ” names the positive outcome of this diligent 
growth, genuine fruitfulness in the very knowledge of Christ already declared sufficient in verse 3,  
while verse 9’s “but he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that  
he was purged from his old sins” describes the opposite condition sharply, a spiritual near-sightedness 
that has, strikingly, forgotten its own past forgiveness, unable to see far enough to connect present 
conduct with the reality of past cleansing.
Verses 10 and 11 draw the unit’s practical conclusion: “wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to 
make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: for so an entrance 
shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.” “Make your calling and election sure” does not suggest election is uncertain in God’s own 
mind but that diligent growth in these seven qualities provides the believer’s own subjective assurance 
and outward confirmation of a calling already, objectively, secure, and such diligence, far from earning 
salvation, is named as the very means by which believers “shall never fall” and receive an abundant, 
rather than merely narrow, entrance into Christ’s everlasting kingdom.

Plain American English
For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness, and to goodness knowledge, and 
to  knowledge self-control,  and to  self-control  perseverance,  and to  perseverance  godliness,  and to 
godliness mutual affection, and to mutual affection love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing 



measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. But whoever does not have them is nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have been 
cleansed from their past sins. Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your 
calling and election. For if you do these things, you will never stumble, and you will receive a rich  
welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Key Observations
“add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to knowledge temperance… and to 
brotherly kindness charity”: This signifies A Carefully Structured Sevenfold Chain in Which 
Each Quality Logically Enables and Builds Toward the Next.
Rather than a random list, this sequence moves deliberately from internal character formation toward 
outward, relational love as its culmination, picturing spiritual growth as an ordered, cumulative process 
rather than a set of disconnected virtues.

“he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was 
purged from his old sins”: This signifies Spiritual Stagnation Pictured as a Forgetfulness That 
Severs Present Conduct From the Reality of Past Forgiveness.
The image of near-sightedness ties failure to grow not merely to poor behavior but to a kind of spiritual 
amnesia, an inability to see far enough to connect one’s present life with the genuine cleansing already 
received.

“give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never 
fall”: This signifies Diligent Growth Named as the Means of Subjective Assurance Rather Than a 
Condition for Earning an Objectively Secure Calling.
This instruction does not suggest election is genuinely uncertain, but that active pursuit of these 
qualities provides the believer’s own confirming assurance of a calling already secure, and functions 
practically as the means by which believers are kept from falling.

What This Means for Us Today
1. Pursue Spiritual Growth as a Deliberate, Ordered Process Rather Than a Vague Aspiration: 
The sevenfold chain’s careful structure invites contemporary believers to think concretely about which 
specific quality most needs cultivating next, rather than pursuing generic spiritual improvement without 
clear direction.
2. Guard Against Forgetting One’s Own Past Cleansing as a Root Cause of Present Spiritual 
Stagnation: Verse 9’s diagnosis, that spiritual blindness stems partly from forgetting past forgiveness, 
invites contemporary believers to actively remember and rehearse what Christ has already done for 
them as a means of renewed diligence rather than merely trying harder without that remembrance.

How This Relates to Today
This passage’s insistence that faith be actively supplemented with deliberate character growth speaks to 
a contemporary tendency to treat faith as a purely internal, static state, offering instead a vision of faith 
that is meant to visibly, progressively bear fruit through sustained effort.
The connection between forgetting  past  forgiveness  and present  spiritual  blindness  offers  a  useful 
diagnostic  for  contemporary  believers  experiencing  spiritual  stagnation,  suggesting  that  renewed 
remembrance of grace already received may be as important to growth as any new effort or technique.

Key Lesson: *This unit calls believers to giving all diligence in adding to their faith a carefully 
ordered chain of seven qualities, virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly 



kindness, and charity, warning that lacking these produces a spiritual blindness that forgets its own 
past cleansing, and closing with the assurance that such diligent growth confirms one’s calling and 
election, keeps a believer from falling, and secures an abundant entrance into the everlasting kingdom 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.*

2 Peter 1:12–15
Stirring You Up by Putting You in Remembrance: Shortly I Must Put Off This My Tabernacle

(12) Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye 
know them, and be established in the present truth.
(13) Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in 
remembrance;
(14) Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed  
me.
(15) Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease to have these things always in 
remembrance.

The Context
Verse 12’s “wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though 
ye know them, and be established in the present truth” reveals the letter’s underlying pastoral method, 
repeated reminder rather than novel instruction, addressed to readers Peter explicitly acknowledges 
already know and are established in “the present truth,” a phrase suggesting truth currently held and 
needing reinforcement rather than truth yet to be discovered. This models a form of teaching valuable 
precisely because forgetfulness and drift, not ignorance, are the real danger being addressed.
Verse 13’s “yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in  
remembrance” uses “tabernacle,” a temporary tent-dwelling, as a deliberate metaphor for the body, 
echoing similar language in 2 Corinthians 5:1–4, framing Peter’s own physical existence as temporary 
lodging rather than permanent residence. “Stir you up” pictures active, energetic prompting rather than 
gentle suggestion, an urgency matching the pastoral weight of a man aware his time for such reminders 
is limited.
Verse 14’s “knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath  
shewed me” names Peter’s awareness of his approaching death directly, most naturally connected to 
Jesus’ own earlier prophecy of Peter’s death by martyrdom in John 21:18–19, lending the whole letter,  
and this chapter’s testimony in particular, the weight of a final, deliberate testament rather than routine 
correspondence. Verse 15’s “moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease to have 
these things always in remembrance” names Peter’s explicit strategy for ensuring these truths outlast 
his  own life,  most  plausibly referring to  this  very letter  itself  as  the  durable means by which his  
teaching would continue to “stir up” its readers long after his death, a strategy that has, in the plainest  
historical sense, succeeded across every subsequent generation of the letter’s readers.

Plain American English
So I will  always remind you of these things,  even though you already know them and are firmly 
established in the truth you now have. I think it is right to refresh your memory as long as I live in the  
tent of this body, because I know that I will soon put it aside, just as our Lord Jesus Christ has made 
clear to me. And I will make every effort to see that after my departure you will always be able to  
remember these things.



Key Observations
“I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know them”: 
This signifies A Pastoral Method Built on Repeated Reminder Rather Than Novel Instruction, 
Addressing Forgetfulness Rather Than Ignorance.
By explicitly acknowledging that his readers already know these truths, Peter reveals that the real 
danger he is addressing is drift and forgetfulness, not lack of information, making repetition itself a 
deliberate and necessary pastoral strategy.

“as long as I am in this tabernacle… knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle”: 
This signifies The Body Pictured as Temporary Lodging, Framing Peter’s Present Ministry 
Within the Full Awareness of His Approaching Death.
The tabernacle metaphor names Peter’s physical existence as a temporary tent rather than permanent 
home, lending his urgency in this final letter the particular weight of a man consciously writing in the 
shadow of his own imminent departure.

“I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease to have these things always in 
remembrance”: This signifies This Very Letter Identified as Peter’s Own Deliberate Strategy for 
Outlasting His Own Life.
By naming his intention to ensure remembrance continues after his death, Peter points to the letter itself 
as the durable instrument of that intention, a strategy whose success is evidenced in every subsequent 
generation that has continued to read and be stirred by these words.

What This Means for Us Today
1. Value Repeated Reminder of Known Truth as Genuinely Necessary Rather Than Redundant: 
Peter’s own explicit strategy of reminding readers of what they already know challenges contemporary 
believers, and teachers, to resist the assumption that repetition of familiar truth is unnecessary, 
recognizing instead that forgetfulness and drift require ongoing reinforcement.
2. Consider How One’s Own Legacy of Faith Might Be Deliberately Preserved for Those Who 
Follow: Peter’s intentional effort to ensure remembrance after his death invites contemporary believers 
to consider their own deliberate stewardship of faith for the next generation, whether through written 
words, spoken testimony, or consistent example.

How This Relates to Today
Peter’s awareness of his own approaching death, and his deliberate response to write rather than merely 
wait, offers a model for contemporary believers facing their own mortality, that awareness of limited 
time can become the occasion for intentional, lasting investment rather than passive resignation.

Key Lesson: *This brief, personal unit reveals Peter’s pastoral method of repeated reminder rather 
than novel instruction, names his own approaching death, foretold by Christ himself, as the occasion 
for particular urgency, and identifies this very letter as his deliberate strategy for ensuring these truths 
remain in his readers’ remembrance long after his own decease, a strategy whose success spans every 
generation that has since read his words.*

2 Peter 1:16–18
Not Cunningly Devised Fables: Eyewitnesses of His Majesty on the Holy Mount



(16) For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty.
(17) For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him from 
the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
(18) And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount.

The Context
Verse 16’s “for we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty” directly answers, in 
advance, the skepticism this letter will confront at length in chapter 3, particularly regarding Christ’s 
promised return, “the power and coming” likely already anticipating that later discussion. “Cunningly 
devised  fables”  names  precisely  the  accusation  false  teachers  would  likely  level  against  apostolic 
preaching, clever invention rather than genuine history, and Peter answers not with argument alone but 
with  the  simple,  weighty  claim  of  direct,  personal  eyewitness  experience,  “we,”  almost  certainly 
referring to Peter, James, and John, present at the Transfiguration.
Verses 17 and 18 recount that Transfiguration event directly (compare Matthew 17:1–8; Mark 9:2–8; 
Luke 9:28–36): “for he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice 
to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. And this voice  
which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount.” Peter selects, from the 
entire span of his years with Jesus, this single moment as his climactic proof,  not the resurrection 
appearances, not the miracles, but a direct, audible divine testimony to Christ’s sonship, heard with 
Peter’s own ears “when we were with him in the holy mount,” a detail emphasizing physical presence 
and genuine, verifiable experience rather than secondhand report or theological deduction.

Plain American English
We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honor and glory from God 
the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, This is my Son, whom I love;  
with him I am well pleased. We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with 
him on the sacred mountain.

Key Observations
“we have not followed cunningly devised fables… but were eyewitnesses of his majesty”: This 
signifies Apostolic Preaching Grounded in Direct, Personal Eyewitness Experience Rather Than 
Invention or Speculation.
Peter answers the accusation of clever invention not with abstract argument but with the concrete, 
weighty claim of having personally witnessed Christ’s majesty, grounding the letter’s entire authority in 
verifiable, firsthand experience.

“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased”: This signifies A Direct Divine Testimony 
Selected as Peter’s Climactic Proof, Above Even the Resurrection Appearances or Miracles.
Of everything Peter witnessed across years with Jesus, he singles out this particular audible voice from 
heaven as his proof text, a choice that highlights the unique, unmediated character of divine testimony 
heard directly rather than inferred.

“this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount”: This 
signifies Physical Presence and Genuine, Shared Experience Emphasized as the Basis of Credible 
Testimony.



The specific detail of being physically present and personally hearing the voice underscores that Peter’s 
testimony rests on verifiable, shared experience rather than secondhand report, private revelation, or 
theological speculation.

What This Means for Us Today
1. Ground Confidence in the Christian Faith in Its Historical, Eyewitness-Testified Foundations: 
Peter’s appeal to direct experience rather than invented story invites contemporary believers to 
recognize that the Christian faith rests on claims of genuine historical testimony, not merely inspiring 
ideas, and to engage that historical grounding seriously.
2. Recognize That Genuine Encounters With God’s Glory May Anchor Faith More Than 
Accumulated Argument: Peter’s selection of a single, vivid experience of divine testimony as his 
climactic proof suggests that contemporary believers’ own genuine encounters with God, however 
described, can serve as durable anchors for faith alongside intellectual conviction.

How This Relates to Today
Peter’s direct rebuttal of “cunningly devised fables” speaks to ongoing contemporary skepticism about 
the  historical  reliability  of  the  Gospel  accounts,  offering  the  reminder  that  the  earliest  apostolic 
testimony was explicitly, self-consciously offered as eyewitness report rather than legend or invention.

Key Lesson: *This unit grounds the letter’s entire authority in direct eyewitness testimony rather than 
invented fable, recounting the Transfiguration’s audible divine voice, this is my beloved Son, in whom I  
am well pleased, as Peter’s chosen, climactic proof of Christ’s majesty, heard and witnessed personally  
alongside physical presence on the holy mount.*

2 Peter 1:19–21
A More Sure Word of Prophecy: A Light That Shineth in a Dark Place, Until the Day Dawn

(19) We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a 
light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:
(20) Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.
(21) For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost.

The Context
Verse 19’s “we have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as 
unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts” places 
Old  Testament  prophetic  Scripture  alongside,  and  in  some  sense  even  above,  the  extraordinary 
eyewitness experience just described, “more sure” likely indicating not that prophecy is more reliable 
than eyewitness testimony in the abstract, but that it offers a settled, tested, publicly available body of 
Scripture that believers can continually consult, unlike a single unrepeatable experience. The image of 
“a light that shineth in a dark place” pictures Scripture’s function precisely amid present uncertainty  
and coming false teaching, sufficient guidance for the present darkness “until the day dawn,” Christ’s 
own return, when the “day star,” likely Christ himself, arises fully in believers’ hearts.
Verse 20’s “knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation” makes 
a foundational claim about the nature of prophetic Scripture, that individual prophets did not generate  
their own private, self-derived interpretations of what they wrote, a claim about origin rather than a 
statement forbidding readers from interpreting Scripture themselves. Verse 21’s “for the prophecy came 



not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost”  
explains  this  claim  directly,  naming  the  Holy  Spirit  as  the  true  moving  force  behind  prophetic 
Scripture, human authors genuinely speaking yet “moved,” carried along, by divine initiative rather 
than by their  own independent will,  a  foundational  statement of  Scripture’s divine origin that  will 
ground this letter’s entire subsequent argument against the false teachers of chapter 2, whose teaching, 
by contrast, will be shown to originate in merely human, even destructive, will.

Plain American English
We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you will do well to pay 
attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in 
your hearts. Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s 
own interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, 
spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

Key Observations
“we have also a more sure word of prophecy… as unto a light that shineth in a dark place”: This 
signifies Scripture Named a Settled, Continually Available Guide Sufficient for Present Darkness 
Until Christ’s Own Return.
By placing the tested, public authority of prophetic Scripture alongside his own extraordinary 
eyewitness experience, Peter offers believers a durable, ongoing source of guidance available to every 
generation, not dependent on any single, unrepeatable encounter.

“no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation”: This signifies A Claim About 
Scripture’s Divine Origin Rather Than a Restriction on Readers’ Own Engagement With the 
Text.
This statement addresses how prophecy originated, not by the prophet’s own private invention, rather 
than forbidding ordinary readers from interpreting Scripture, grounding the text’s authority in its source 
rather than restricting its use.

“holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost”: This signifies Human 
Authorship and Divine Origin Held Together, With the Spirit Named as the True Moving Force 
Behind Prophetic Scripture.
By naming human authors as genuinely speaking while being “moved” by the Holy Ghost, this verse 
describes a cooperative process of inspiration in which real human voices convey a message whose 
ultimate source and initiative belong to God.

What This Means for Us Today
1. Treat Scripture as a Sufficient, Continually Available Light Rather Than Seeking Guidance 
Primarily Through Extraordinary Experience: Verse 19’s image invites contemporary believers to 
root ongoing spiritual guidance chiefly in Scripture’s settled testimony rather than in the pursuit of 
dramatic personal encounters, without denying the value of genuine experience.
2. Approach Scripture’s Authority as Grounded in Divine Origin Rather Than in Any Individual 
Interpreter’s Private Insight: Verses 20 and 21 invite contemporary readers to hold their own 
interpretations of Scripture with appropriate humility, remembering that the text’s authority rests in its 
Spirit-moved origin, not in any single reader’s, ancient or modern, private interpretive claim.

How This Relates to Today



The image of Scripture as a light shining in a dark place offers real comfort to contemporary believers 
navigating  genuine  uncertainty,  confusion,  or  competing  claims  to  truth,  naming  ongoing,  careful 
attention to Scripture as sufficient guidance until the day fully dawns.
The teaching that prophecy originated not by human will  but through Spirit-moved human authors 
continues to shape contemporary Christian confidence in Scripture’s authority, offering a foundational 
doctrine of inspiration that grounds trust in the Bible in its divine source rather than in any claim about 
the prophets’ own personal cleverness or authority.

Key Lesson: *This closing unit places the settled, tested authority of prophetic Scripture alongside 
Peter’s own extraordinary eyewitness testimony, naming it a light shining sufficiently in present 
darkness until Christ himself, the day star, fully arises, and grounds that authority in Scripture’s true 
origin, not any prophet’s private interpretation, but holy men of God speaking as they were genuinely 
moved by the Holy Ghost, a foundation on which the letter’s coming warnings against false teachers 
will directly depend.*

Closing Prayer

Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ,

We thank you for like precious faith obtained through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, and for grace and peace multiplied unto us through the knowledge of you and of Jesus our 
Lord. Thank you that your divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and 



godliness, and that by your exceeding great and precious promises we might be partakers of the divine 
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

Lord, give us all diligence to add to our faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge, and to knowledge 
temperance, and to temperance patience, and to patience godliness, and to godliness brotherly 
kindness, and to brotherly kindness charity, that we may neither be barren nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ, and that our calling and election may be made sure.

And Lord, we thank you that your apostles did not follow cunningly devised fables, but were 
eyewitnesses of Christ’s majesty, having heard the voice from the excellent glory saying, This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Thank you also for the more sure word of prophecy, a light 
that shineth in a dark place, given to us not by the will of man, but by holy men of God who spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost. Let us take heed to it until the day dawn, and the day star arise in 
our hearts.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Introduction to 2 Peter Chapter 2
False Teachers Among You: Judgment Foretold, Ensamples From of Old, and the Dog 

Returned to His Vomit
Chapter  2  turns  from the  settled  foundation  of  eyewitness  testimony  and  prophetic  Scripture  just 
established in chapter 1 to the specific danger that foundation exists to guard against: false teachers 
who, Peter warns, will arise among these believers exactly as false prophets once arose among Israel, 
privily bringing in damnable heresies,  even denying the very Lord that  bought them. This chapter 
shares extensive material with the New Testament letter of Jude, both drawing on a common body of 
warning against a similar or identical danger, and its argument proceeds not primarily through direct 
doctrinal refutation but through an extended demonstration, from Israel’s own sacred history, that God 
has never left such rebellion unpunished, and will not now.
Peter marshals three Old Testament examples in swift succession, the angels that sinned, the ancient 
world destroyed in Noah’s flood, and the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha, each demonstrating the same 
pattern: certain judgment upon the ungodly, and certain deliverance for the godly caught in the midst of 
surrounding corruption.  From this historical  foundation the chapter turns to an unsparing character 
portrait of the false teachers themselves, presumptuous, selfwilled, driven by covetousness and by eyes 
full of adultery, promising liberty while themselves enslaved to corruption, a portrait whose vividness 
and severity is virtually unmatched elsewhere in the New Testament.
The chapter closes with one of Scripture’s starkest warnings about apostasy, that it would have been 
better for such people never to have known the way of righteousness than, having known it, to turn 
back from the holy commandment delivered to them, illustrated by two blunt proverbial images, a dog 
returning to its own vomit and a washed sow returning to the mire, images whose deliberate crudeness  
matches the seriousness of the danger Peter is determined his readers will not underestimate.

Opening Prayer

Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ,



We ask for discernment against false teachers who would privily bring in damnable heresies, even 
denying the Lord that bought them. Guard us from following pernicious ways, and from being made 
merchandise of through covetousness and feigned words. Thank you that you spared not the angels that  
sinned, nor the old world, but saved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and that you delivered just Lot,  
vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked, for you know how to deliver the godly out of 
temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment.

Lord, keep us from presumption and self-will, from covetous practices and from eyes that cannot cease 
from sin, and from forsaking the right way to follow the way of Balaam, who loved the wages of 
unrighteousness. Let us never be as wells without water, or clouds carried with a tempest, but let our 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ keep us from being entangled again in the pollutions 
of the world we have escaped.

And Lord, keep us from ever turning like a dog to his own vomit, or a sow that was washed to her 
wallowing in the mire, but let us hold fast the holy commandment delivered unto us, walking in the way  
of righteousness all our days. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

2 Peter 2:1–3
False Teachers Among You: Damnable Heresies and Feigned Words That Make Merchandise of You

(1) But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among 
you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring 
upon themselves swift destruction.
(2) And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil 
spoken of.
(3) And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment  
now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.

The Context
Verse 1’s “but there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers 
among  you”  establishes  historical  precedent  before  naming  present  danger,  Israel’s  own  repeated 
experience of false prophecy (compare Deuteronomy 13:1–5; Jeremiah 23:16) serving as the pattern 
this chapter insists will recur among the church. “Who privily shall bring in damnable heresies” names 
the  characteristic  method,  quiet,  gradual  introduction  rather  than  open,  immediately  recognizable 
attack, and “even denying the Lord that bought them” names the substance of this heresy directly, a 
rejection of Christ’s own redemptive lordship, striking language given that these false teachers are 
described as having been “bought” by the very Lord they now deny, raising, without fully resolving, 
the difficult question of professed faith that later proves false or apostate. “Bring upon themselves swift 
destruction” assures readers that this danger, however alarming, does not go unanswered.
Verse 2’s “and many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be  
evil spoken of” names two further consequences, genuine numerical following among the vulnerable 
and a wider reputational cost to Christian truth itself, outsiders judging the whole faith by the visible 
corruption of these teachers and their followers,  a concern for the faith’s public reputation already 
voiced in First Peter’s own concern for good conduct among the Gentiles (1 Peter 2:12).
Verse 3’s “and through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you” names 
financial  exploitation  as  a  central,  practical  motive  behind  this  false  teaching,  “feigned  words” 
describing deliberately crafted, deceptive rhetoric designed to extract material gain from vulnerable 
believers, treating people as commodities to be traded upon rather than souls to be shepherded. “Whose 



judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not” closes the unit with 
assurance rather than mere warning, insisting that despite any present appearance of delay or impunity, 
judgment against these teachers is neither absent nor asleep, but already, actively, in motion.

Plain American English
But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. 
They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them, 
bringing swift destruction on themselves. Many will follow their depraved conduct and will bring the 
way of truth into disrepute. In their greed these teachers will exploit you with fabricated stories. Their 
condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their destruction has not been sleeping.

Key Observations
“false teachers… who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that 
bought them”: This signifies Danger From Within Named as Quiet and Gradual Rather Than 
Open and Immediately Recognizable.
The word “privily” characterizes false teaching as deliberately covert rather than announced, requiring 
discernment rather than mere vigilance against obvious attack, since the danger is designed specifically 
to avoid early detection.

“by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of”: This signifies The Church’s Public 
Reputation Named as a Real Casualty of Internal Corruption, Not Merely a Private Doctrinal 
Matter.
This concern for how outsiders perceive Christian truth based on the visible conduct of its false 
teachers echoes First Peter’s own concern for good conduct among unbelievers, naming internal 
corruption as having real, external consequence for the faith’s credibility.

“their judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not”: This 
signifies Present Appearance of Delayed Judgment Directly Countered by the Assurance of 
Active, Ongoing Divine Response.
Rather than allowing any impression that these teachers act with impunity, this closing assurance insists 
that judgment, though perhaps not yet visibly executed, is neither absent nor dormant but already, 
actively proceeding.

What This Means for Us Today
1. Cultivate Discernment for Quiet, Gradual Error Rather Than Only Obvious, Announced 
Heresy: Because false teaching is characterized here as covert rather than open, contemporary 
believers do well to develop careful, ongoing discernment rather than assuming danger will always be 
easily recognizable when it arrives.
2. Recognize That Financial Exploitation Dressed in Religious Language Remains a Genuine 
Contemporary Danger: Verse 3’s naming of covetousness and feigned words as tools of false 
teaching speaks directly to any contemporary religious appeal that pressures believers financially, 
inviting healthy scrutiny of teaching that consistently centers material gain.

How This Relates to Today
This passage’s warning against teachers who exploit believers “through covetousness… with feigned 
words” remains strikingly relevant to contemporary concerns about religious fraud and manipulative 
fundraising, offering ancient, Spirit-inspired warning against a danger that has never fully disappeared 
from Christian history.



The concern that “the way of truth shall be evil spoken of” because of false teachers’ conduct speaks to 
ongoing contemporary conversations about how visible scandal within Christian communities shapes 
public  perception of  the  faith  as  a  whole,  underscoring that  internal  integrity  carries  real  external 
consequence.

Key Lesson: *This opening unit warns that false teachers will arise among believers exactly as false 
prophets once arose among Israel, privily bringing in damnable heresies and denying the Lord that 
bought them, exploiting believers through covetousness and feigned words, while assuring readers that  
despite any present appearance of delay, judgment against such teachers is neither absent nor asleep 
but already actively proceeding.*

2 Peter 2:4–9
Angels That Sinned, the Old World, and Sodom and Gomorrha: The Lord Knoweth How to Deliver the 
Godly

(4) For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into 
chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;
(5) And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, 
bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly;
(6) And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, 
making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly;
(7) And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked:
(8) (For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from 
day to day with their unlawful deeds;)
(9) The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the 
day of judgment to be punished:

The Context
Verses 4 through 6 assemble three Old Testament examples of certain divine judgment in a single 
extended sentence, a rhetorical structure, “for if… and… and… the Lord knoweth,” building toward its  
climactic conclusion in verse 9. Verse 4’s “if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down 
to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment” refers to a tradition 
of angelic rebellion (compare Jude 6; Genesis 6:1–4’s enigmatic “sons of God”), naming even angelic 
status as no protection against judgment for sin, the most exalted class of created being still subject to  
God’s righteous response.
Verse 5’s “spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness,  
bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly” recalls the same flood narrative already used in 1 
Peter 3:20, now naming Noah specifically as “a preacher of righteousness,” a detail not explicit in 
Genesis  itself  but  reflecting  Jewish  tradition’s  understanding  of  Noah’s  long  labor  calling  his 
generation  to  repentance  before  judgment  finally  came,  “the  eighth  person”  meaning  the  eighth 
individual, Noah among seven family members, saved from that judgment.
Verse 6’s “turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, 
making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly” names the third historical example 
(compare  Genesis  19:1–29;  Jude  7),  explicitly  identifying  these  cities’ destruction  as  a  deliberate 
“ensample,”  a  pattern or  warning example,  meant  to  instruct  every subsequent  generation tempted 
toward similar  ungodliness.  Verses 7 and 8 pause within this  pattern to  highlight  Lot  specifically, 
“delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked… that righteous man dwelling 
among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful 



deeds,”  a  portrait  of  genuine righteous distress  at  surrounding corruption,  Lot’s  own soul  actively 
grieved rather than passively unaffected by the wickedness around him, softening what might otherwise 
be a purely severe passage with genuine pastoral sympathy for believers who likewise feel vexed by 
surrounding ungodliness.
Verse 9’s climactic conclusion, “the Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to 
reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished,” draws the whole extended sentence to its  
point: these three examples together demonstrate a single, reliable divine pattern, deliverance for the 
godly and reserved judgment for the unjust, offered specifically as assurance to readers currently living 
amid the very false teachers this chapter is describing.

Plain American English
For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them in chains of 
darkness to be held for judgment; if he did not spare the ancient world when he brought the flood on its  
ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven others; if he condemned 
the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah by burning them to ashes, and made them an example of what is 
going to happen to the ungodly; and if he rescued Lot, a righteous man, who was distressed by the 
depraved  conduct  of  the  lawless,  for  that  righteous  man,  living  among  them  day  after  day,  was 
tormented in his righteous soul by the lawless deeds he saw and heard, then the Lord knows how to 
rescue the godly from trials and to hold the unrighteous for punishment on the day of judgment.

Key Observations
“if God spared not the angels that sinned… nor the old world… nor Sodom and Gomorrha”: This 
signifies Three Escalating Historical Examples Demonstrating That No Class of Being, From 
Angels to Entire Civilizations, Escapes Divine Judgment for Sin.
By moving from angels to a whole ancient world to specific cities, Peter builds a comprehensive case 
that judgment for persistent sin is a consistent, demonstrated pattern across every category of created 
being, not an isolated or unusual divine response.

“that righteous man dwelling among them… vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their 
unlawful deeds”: This signifies Genuine Righteous Distress at Surrounding Corruption Named as 
a Legitimate, Expected Experience Rather Than a Sign of Weak Faith.
By highlighting Lot’s ongoing inner torment at the wickedness around him, this passage validates the 
real emotional cost of living faithfully amid pervasive corruption, rather than presenting righteousness 
as requiring indifference to surrounding evil.

“the Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the 
day of judgment”: This signifies A Single Reliable Divine Pattern Drawn From Three Historical 
Examples and Offered as Present Assurance.
This climactic conclusion transforms three separate ancient narratives into a single, dependable 
principle, offering readers currently surrounded by false teachers the same confidence that deliverance 
and judgment are both, in God’s hands, entirely certain.

What This Means for Us Today
1. Take Comfort From Scripture’s Consistent Historical Pattern of Divine Deliverance for the 
Godly Amid Surrounding Corruption: Contemporary believers surrounded by ungodliness can draw 
genuine confidence from these three ancient examples, trusting that the same God who delivered Noah 
and Lot knows how to deliver believers today out of present trials.



2. Permit Genuine Distress at Surrounding Wickedness Rather Than Suppressing It as a Failure 
of Faith: Lot’s example validates ongoing grief and vexation at pervasive corruption as a legitimate 
righteous response, inviting contemporary believers to acknowledge similar distress honestly rather 
than feeling obligated to appear unaffected by it.

How This Relates to Today
These three historical examples speak to any contemporary believer wondering whether God notices or  
will act against persistent, pervasive evil, offering a consistent scriptural pattern in which judgment, 
though sometimes seemingly delayed, has always eventually come.
Lot’s daily vexation at the corruption surrounding him offers real comfort to believers today who feel 
similarly worn down by pervasive ungodliness in their own culture, naming that weariness as a mark of 
genuine righteousness rather than a spiritual failing.

Key Lesson: *This unit marshals three escalating Old Testament examples, the angels that sinned, the 
ancient world destroyed by flood, and the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha, each demonstrating certain 
divine judgment upon the ungodly, while highlighting Lot’s genuine righteous distress at surrounding 
corruption, and drawing the single reliable conclusion that the Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly 
out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished.*

2 Peter 2:10–16
Spots and Blemishes: Presumptuous, Selfwilled, and the Way of Balaam

(10) But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. 
Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities.
(11) Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation against them 
before the Lord.
(12) But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that 
they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption;
(13) And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to riot in the day 
time. Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceivings while they feast with 
you;
(14) Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an heart 
they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children:
(15) Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of 
Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness;
(16) But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man’s voice forbad the madness of 
the prophet.

The Context
Verse  10’s  “but  chiefly  them  that  walk  after  the  flesh  in  the  lust  of  uncleanness,  and  despise  
government. Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities” narrows 
the preceding judgment specifically onto these false teachers, naming sensual indulgence and contempt 
for  legitimate  authority  as  their  defining  marks,  “dignities”  likely  referring  to  angelic  powers  or 
spiritual authorities rather than merely human officials, a reading confirmed by verse 11’s comparison. 
Verse 11’s “whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation against 
them before  the  Lord”  contrasts  these  presumptuous  teachers  with  genuine  angelic  restraint,  even 



angels of far greater power than any human declining to bring reckless accusation, exposing by contrast 
the reckless overreach of these false teachers’ own speech.
Verse 12’s “but these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things 
that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption” escalates the description 
sharply, comparing these teachers to instinct-driven animals lacking genuine understanding, their own 
destructive corruption becoming, fittingly, the very means of their perishing. Verse 13’s “shall receive 
the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to riot in the day time. Spots they are and 
blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceivings while they feast with you” describes open, 
shameless indulgence, “riot in the day time” marking behavior so brazen it does not even wait for cover 
of darkness, and “spots and blemishes” naming their corrupting presence directly within the church’s 
own shared meals and fellowship.
Verse 14’s “having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an 
heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children” names both sexual and financial 
corruption as  intertwined marks  of  this  false  teaching,  “beguiling unstable  souls”  identifying their 
specific target, believers not yet firmly grounded, and “an heart they have exercised with covetous 
practices” picturing greed as a deliberately trained, practiced skill rather than an occasional lapse.
Verses 15 and 16 supply a specific Old Testament type for this pattern: “which have forsaken the right 
way, and are gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of 
unrighteousness; but was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man’s voice forbad the  
madness  of  the  prophet.”  Balaam’s  narrative  (Numbers  22–24),  a  prophet  who possessed  genuine 
access to God yet was driven by love of payment to seek ways around God’s clear instruction, becomes 
the letter’s paradigm case for these teachers, motivated by identical love of unrighteous gain, with the 
detail of the speaking donkey (Numbers 22:28–30) underscoring the sheer absurdity of a professed 
prophet  needing correction from an animal,  a  fittingly  humiliating image for  teachers  whose own 
understanding this chapter has already compared to unreasoning beasts.

Plain American English
This is especially true of those who follow the corrupt desire of the flesh and despise authority. Bold  
and arrogant, they are not afraid to heap abuse on celestial beings, yet even angels, although stronger 
and more powerful, do not heap abuse on such beings when bringing judgment on them from the Lord. 
But these people blaspheme in matters they do not understand, like unreasoning animals, creatures of 
instinct, born only to be caught and destroyed, and like animals they too will perish. They will be paid 
back with harm for the harm they have done. Their idea of pleasure is to carouse in broad daylight. 
They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their pleasures while they feast with you. With eyes full of 
adultery,  they never stop sinning; they seduce the unstable;  they are experts in greed, an accursed 
brood. They have left the straight way and wandered off to follow the way of Balaam son of Beor, who 
loved the wages of wickedness. But he was rebuked for his wrongdoing by a donkey, a beast without 
speech, who spoke with a human voice and restrained the prophet’s madness.

Key Observations
“angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation against them before 
the Lord”: This signifies Genuine Angelic Restraint Deliberately Contrasted With the Reckless 
Overreach of False Teachers’ Own Speech.
By noting that even far more powerful angelic beings decline to level reckless accusation, this 
comparison exposes the presumption of these teachers, whose bold speech against spiritual authority 
far exceeds any restraint shown by beings genuinely greater than themselves.



“as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed… shall utterly perish in their own 
corruption”: This signifies Corrupting Behavior Named as Both the Character and, Fittingly, the 
Very Instrument of These Teachers’ Own Destruction.
By comparing these teachers to instinct-driven animals and noting that their perishing occurs 
specifically “in their own corruption,” Peter pictures a self-consuming pattern in which the very 
behavior that defines their false teaching becomes the direct means of their downfall.

“following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness”: This 
signifies A Specific Old Testament Type Naming Love of Payment as the Recognizable Pattern 
Behind This False Teaching.
By identifying Balaam, a genuine prophet corrupted by love of financial reward, as the defining type 
for these teachers, Peter names greed disguised as spiritual authority as an ancient, recurring, and 
identifiable pattern rather than a novel danger.

What This Means for Us Today
1. Evaluate Bold, Confident Religious Speech Against the Genuine Restraint Shown by 
Legitimate Spiritual Authority: Verse 11’s contrast between reckless human accusation and genuine 
angelic restraint invites contemporary believers to be suspicious of religious teachers who speak with 
excessive confidence or contempt toward whatever authority they oppose, recognizing genuine 
humility as a more reliable mark of legitimate spiritual authority.
2. Watch for the Balaam Pattern of Genuine Gifting Corrupted by Love of Financial Reward: 
Because Balaam possessed real prophetic access to God yet was driven by greed, contemporary 
believers should not assume that genuine talent, charisma, or apparent spiritual gifting guarantees 
trustworthy teaching, watching instead for whether love of gain shapes a teacher’s message.

How This Relates to Today
This  passage’s  unsparing  description  of  teachers  who  combine  sensual  indulgence,  contempt  for 
authority,  and  financial  exploitation  offers  a  still-relevant  diagnostic  for  evaluating  contemporary 
religious leaders, particularly those whose public confidence and charisma might otherwise obscure 
underlying corruption.
The  Balaam narrative’s  enduring  relevance,  a  gifted  figure  corrupted  by  love  of  payment,  speaks 
pointedly to ongoing contemporary concerns about religious leaders whose ministry becomes primarily 
a vehicle for personal financial gain, offering ancient scriptural warning against a pattern that remains 
recognizable today.

Key Lesson: *This unit offers Scripture’s most unsparing character portrait of false teachers, 
presumptuous and selfwilled, more reckless in accusation than even angels of far greater power, driven  
by sensual indulgence, covetous practice, and beguiling of unstable souls, and identifies their defining 
pattern in the ancient figure of Balaam, a genuine prophet corrupted by love of unrighteous wages, 
whose own madness required correction from a speaking donkey.*

2 Peter 2:17–22
Wells Without Water: The Dog Turned to His Own Vomit Again

(17) These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of 
darkness is reserved for ever.



(18) For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, 
through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error.
(19) While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a 
man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage.
(20) For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them 
than the beginning.
(21) For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have 
known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.
(22) But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit 
again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.

The Context
Verse 17’s “these are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of 
darkness is reserved for ever” names the essential emptiness behind these teachers’ apparent promise, a  
well that appears to offer water but delivers none, and clouds that promise rain yet are merely driven,  
purposeless, by storm winds, images naming false hope and unfulfilled expectation as their defining 
false characteristic, with “the mist of darkness… reserved for ever” naming their ultimate destiny in the 
starkest possible terms.
Verse 18’s “when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh,  
through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error” names their 
specific method and target, impressive-sounding but ultimately empty rhetoric, “great swelling words,” 
aimed specifically at believers who had genuinely, recently escaped a former life of error, exploiting  
spiritual immaturity rather than confronting settled, mature faith. Verse 19’s “while they promise them 
liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is  
he brought in bondage” exposes a bitter irony at the heart of their message, promising freedom while 
being themselves enslaved, a principle stated with proverbial clarity: whatever overcomes a person 
becomes that person’s master, regardless of what freedom that mastery falsely claims to offer.
Verses 20 and 21 issue the chapter’s most severe warning: “if after they have escaped the pollutions of 
the  world  through the  knowledge of  the  Lord and Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  they are  again  entangled 
therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning… it had been better for  
them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy  
commandment delivered unto them.” This describes genuine escape followed by genuine relapse into 
worse  bondage  than  before,  the  comparative  severity  resting  not  on  the  sin’s  content  but  on  its 
occurring after genuine knowledge of the way of righteousness, a knowing rejection carrying greater 
weight than an original, uninformed corruption.
Verse 22’s closing double proverb, “the dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was 
washed to her wallowing in the mire,” the first drawn directly from Proverbs 26:11, illustrates this  
reversal with deliberately unflattering, visceral imagery: the dog’s vomit represents what was rightly 
expelled  now  voluntarily  reconsumed,  and  the  washed  sow’s  return  to  mire  pictures  an  external  
cleansing  that  never  touched  or  changed  the  animal’s  own  essential  nature,  together  closing  the 
chapter’s severe warning with images whose crudeness is entirely intentional, matching the gravity of  
the danger this letter refuses to soften or minimize.

Plain American English
These people are springs without water and mists driven by a storm. Blackest darkness is reserved for 
them. For they mouth empty, boastful words and, by appealing to the lustful desires of the flesh, they 
entice people who are just escaping from those who live in error. They promise them freedom, while 
they themselves are slaves of depravity, for a person is a slave to whatever has mastered them. If they  



have escaped the corruption of the world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and are again  
entangled in it and are overcome, they are worse off at the end than they were at the beginning. It  
would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than to have known it 
and then turn their backs on the sacred command that was passed on to them. Of them the proverbs are  
true: A dog returns to its vomit, and a sow that is washed returns to her wallowing in the mud.

Key Observations
“wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest”: This signifies False Hope and 
Unfulfilled Expectation Named as the Essential, Defining Characteristic Beneath These Teachers’ 
Apparent Promise.
These images strip away any appearance of substance behind false teaching, naming its outward 
promise as fundamentally empty, offering the appearance of provision, water, rain, without ever 
actually delivering it.

“while they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a 
man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage”: This signifies A Bitter Irony in Which 
the Very Freedom Promised Conceals the Teacher’s Own Genuine Enslavement.
This proverbial principle, that whatever overcomes a person becomes their master, exposes the 
fundamental self-contradiction of false teachers who claim to offer liberty while being themselves 
demonstrably enslaved to the very corruption they promise to free others from.

“it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than… to turn from the 
holy commandment”: This signifies Knowing Rejection After Genuine Escape Named as Carrying 
Greater Weight Than an Original, Uninformed Corruption.
This severe comparison does not minimize the seriousness of never having known righteousness at all, 
but insists that willful return to corruption after genuine knowledge of Christ represents an even graver 
condition, the informed rejection of a truth once genuinely grasped.

What This Means for Us Today
1. Evaluate Religious Promises by Whether They Actually Deliver Substance Rather Than by 
Their Rhetorical Impressiveness: The image of wells without water and clouds without rain invites 
contemporary believers to test religious claims not by how confidently or eloquently they are presented 
but by whether they genuinely deliver the substance they promise.
2. Take Seriously the Real Danger of Relapse for Those Recently Escaped From a Former Way of 
Life: Verse 18’s naming of “those that were clean escaped” as the specific target of false teachers’ 
allure highlights the particular vulnerability of new or recovering believers, inviting churches today to 
provide especially attentive care and support during this early, unstable period.

How This Relates to Today
The proverbial images of the dog and the vomit, and the washed sow and the mire, though deliberately 
crude, speak with real honesty to the genuine difficulty of relapse after apparent spiritual progress, a 
struggle  familiar  to  contemporary believers  and to  anyone who has  watched loved ones  return  to 
destructive patterns after a period of real, hopeful change.
The warning against teachers who promise liberty while being themselves enslaved speaks pointedly to 
a contemporary spiritual marketplace often built  around promises of freedom, self-actualization,  or 
personal empowerment, inviting careful examination of whether such promises are matched by any 
genuine evidence of the teacher’s own freedom from the very things being promised to others.



Key Lesson: *This closing unit names false teachers as wells without water and storm-driven clouds, 
empty of the substance they appear to promise, exposes the bitter irony of their offering liberty while 
themselves enslaved to corruption, and issues Scripture’s starkest warning against willful relapse after 
genuine escape, that it would have been better never to have known the way of righteousness than, 
having known it, to turn back, a reversal pictured with deliberately unflattering honesty in the proverb 
of the dog returned to its vomit and the washed sow returned to the mire.*

Closing Prayer

Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ,

Guard us from false teachers who would privily bring in damnable heresies, and from following 
pernicious ways that cause the way of truth to be evil spoken of. Keep us from being made merchandise  
of through covetousness and feigned words, and let us trust that judgment against such deceivers 
lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.

Lord, you spared not the angels that sinned, nor the old world, nor Sodom and Gomorrha, yet you 
delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked, for you know how to deliver the 
godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment. Keep us from presumption  
and self-will, from covetous practices, and from the way of Balaam, who loved the wages of 
unrighteousness.



And Lord, let us never be as wells without water or clouds carried with a tempest, promising what we 
cannot give. If we have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, keep us from ever being entangled therein again, and let us hold fast the holy 
commandment delivered unto us, never turning like a dog to his own vomit, or a sow that was washed 
to her wallowing in the mire.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Introduction to 2 Peter Chapter 3
Scoffers, the Day of the Lord, and New Heavens and a New Earth Wherein Dwelleth  

Righteousness
Chapter 3 brings both this letter and the whole of Peter’s New Testament writing to its close, turning 
directly to the specific form of scoffing denial chapters 1 and 2 have been quietly preparing readers to  
meet: mockers who will arise in the last days asking, “where is the promise of his coming? for since the 
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.” Rather than  
answering this scoffing with mere assertion, Peter grounds his response in the same created order the 
scoffers themselves appeal to, reminding readers that the world has already once been destroyed by the  
very word of God they claim has never intervened, and that the heavens and earth presently in place are 
being kept in store by that identical word, reserved now unto fire rather than water.
The  chapter’s  central  section  reframes  the  entire  question  of  apparent  delay,  insisting  that  God’s 
reckoning of time is not bound by human impatience, one day being with the Lord as a thousand years,  
and a thousand years as one day, and that what scoffers read as slackness is in fact longsuffering, God’s 
patient unwillingness that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. When the day of 
the Lord does come, Peter insists, it will come suddenly and decisively, as a thief in the night, the 
heavens passing away with a great noise and the elements melting with fervent heat, an ending that is,  
notably, not the letter’s final word.
The letter, and with it Peter’s entire New Testament witness, closes not on judgment but on hope and 
practical exhortation: new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness, awaited according 
to God’s own promise, and a final charge to be diligent, to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, a fitting conclusion to a letter, and indeed to both letters bearing Peter’s 
name, that has moved consistently from doctrine to exhortation, from what believers have been given 
to how they are therefore to live, ending, as First Peter itself ended, in doxology: to him be glory both 
now and for ever. Amen.

Opening Prayer

Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ,

Stir up our pure minds by way of remembrance, that we may be mindful of the words spoken before by 
the holy prophets, and of the commandment of the apostles of the Lord and Saviour. Keep us from the 
error of scoffers who walk after their own lusts, and give us understanding that by your word the 
heavens were of old, and that by that same word the world that then was perished, and the heavens and  
earth that now are, are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of 
ungodly men.



Lord, let us never forget that one day is with you as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day,  
and that you are not slack concerning your promise, but longsuffering toward us, not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repentance. Prepare us for the day of the Lord, which will 
come as a thief in the night, and let us look for and hasten unto the coming of that day.

And Lord, we look, according to your promise, for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness. Make us diligent, that we may be found of you in peace, without spot, and blameless, 
growing in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, to whom be glory both 
now and for ever. Amen.

2 Peter 3:1–4
Scoffers in the Last Days: Where Is the Promise of His Coming?

(1) This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I stir up your pure minds by way 
of remembrance:
(2) That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the 
commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour:
(3) Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,
(4) And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue  
as they were from the beginning of the creation.

The Context
Verse 1’s “this second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I stir up your pure minds 
by way of remembrance” explicitly identifies this letter as Peter’s second to these readers, confirming 
this letter’s continuity with an earlier one, most naturally First Peter, and restating the pastoral method 
already named in chapter 1, reminder rather than novel instruction, now applied specifically to “pure 
minds,” minds capable, when properly stirred, of clear, undistorted judgment.
Verse 2’s “that ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of  
the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour” names the twin authorities this reminder 
rests  upon,  Old  Testament  prophecy  and  apostolic  commandment,  the  identical  pairing  already 
established as sure foundation in chapter  1’s closing verses,  now deployed specifically against  the 
scoffing this chapter is about to describe.
Verse 3’s “knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own 
lusts” issues a direct, specific prophecy of what these readers should expect, scoffers whose mockery, 
notably, is tied directly to lust-driven living rather than to sincere intellectual doubt, an observation 
consistent with chapter 2’s extended portrait of false teachers motivated by covetousness and sensual 
indulgence. Verse 4’s “and saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, 
all  things  continue  as  they were  from the  beginning of  the  creation”  quotes  the  scoffers’ specific 
argument directly, an appeal to apparent uniformity, the observable fact that nothing catastrophic has 
yet  interrupted  ordinary  experience,  used  to  dismiss  the  promise  of  Christ’s  return  as  empty  or 
indefinitely delayed, an argument the following verses will directly and specifically dismantle.

Plain American English
Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have written both of them as reminders to stimulate 
you to wholesome thinking, that you should recall the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets 
and the command given by our Lord and Savior through your apostles. Above all, you must understand 
that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. They will say,  



Where is this coming he promised? Ever since our ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the 
beginning of creation.

Key Observations
“stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance”: This signifies Reminder Named as the 
Deliberate Pastoral Method Best Suited to Minds Already Capable of Clear Judgment.
By addressing “pure minds,” Peter treats his readers as already equipped for sound thinking, needing 
not new information but active stirring of what they already possess, a method that respects rather than 
bypasses their existing spiritual maturity.

“scoffers, walking after their own lusts”: This signifies Mockery of Christ’s Return Tied Directly 
to Lust-Driven Living Rather Than to Sincere Intellectual Doubt.
By linking scoffing explicitly to lust rather than to honest inquiry, Peter suggests that this particular 
rejection of Christ’s promised return has moral rather than purely intellectual roots, consistent with 
chapter 2’s portrait of false teachers driven by covetousness and indulgence.

“since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation”: 
This signifies An Argument From Apparent Uniformity Used to Dismiss the Promise of Christ’s 
Return.
The scoffers’ argument rests entirely on observed continuity, since nothing catastrophic has yet 
occurred, they conclude nothing ever will, a pattern of reasoning the following verses will directly 
refute by recalling an instance of exactly the catastrophic interruption they claim has never happened.

What This Means for Us Today
1. Receive Repeated Reminder of Core Christian Hope as Genuinely Necessary Rather Than 
Redundant: Peter’s explicit strategy of stirring up pure minds by way of remembrance invites 
contemporary believers and teachers to value the ongoing rehearsal of core truths, including Christ’s 
promised return, rather than assuming familiarity removes the need for reminder.
2. Recognize That Skepticism About Christ’s Return May Sometimes Have Moral Rather Than 
Purely Intellectual Roots: Verse 3’s pairing of scoffing with lust invites contemporary believers to 
consider, with appropriate humility and without presuming to judge every skeptic, that dismissal of 
Christian hope can sometimes be shaped by a preference for an unaccountable lifestyle rather than by 
disinterested reasoning alone.

How This Relates to Today
This  chapter’s  prophecy  of  scoffers  asking  “where  is  the  promise  of  his  coming”  has  proven 
remarkably durable, describing a form of skepticism about Christ’s return that has recurred in every 
generation of church history since, offering contemporary believers the reassurance that such scoffing 
was itself anticipated and named nearly two thousand years ago.

Key Lesson: *This opening unit identifies this letter as Peter’s second, restating his method of stirring 
up pure minds by way of remembrance of prophetic and apostolic authority, and issues a direct 
prophecy that scoffers, walking after their own lusts, will arise in the last days asking where the 
promise of Christ’s coming has gone, appealing to apparent uniformity in creation as their argument 
against a return they have decided will never come.*

2 Peter 3:5–7



Willingly Ignorant: The World That Then Was Perished, Reserved Unto Fire

(5) For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the 
earth standing out of the water and in the water:
(6) Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished:
(7) But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire  
against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.

The Context
Verse 5’s “for this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and 
the  earth  standing out  of  the  water  and in  the  water”  begins Peter’s  direct  refutation,  naming the 
scoffers’ ignorance as deliberate, “willingly,” a chosen blindness rather than innocent unawareness. The 
reference to creation, heavens formed and earth emerging from water by God’s own spoken word, 
echoes Genesis 1’s creation account,  establishing that the created order these scoffers appeal to as 
evidence of permanence was itself brought into being, and is therefore never independent of, the same 
divine word they now claim has never intervened.
Verse 6’s “whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished” names the flood 
(Genesis 6–8) as the scoffers’ own argument turned directly against them: the very continuity they cite 
as  proof  against  divine intervention is  factually  false,  since the ancient  world already experienced 
exactly  the  kind  of  catastrophic,  world-altering  judgment  they  insist  has  never  occurred,  a  single 
historical counterexample sufficient to collapse their entire premise.
Verse 7’s “but the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved 
unto  fire  against  the  day of  judgment  and perdition  of  ungodly  men”  extends  the  same principle 
forward, the identical divine word that once judged the world by water now sustains the present created 
order while simultaneously reserving it for a future judgment by fire, the parallel structure, one word, 
two judgments,  water past  and fire  future,  making the scoffers’ appeal  to unbroken continuity not 
merely optimistic but factually and theologically mistaken.

Plain American English
But they deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens came into being and the earth was 
formed out  of  water  and by water.  By these  waters  also the  world of  that  time was deluged and 
destroyed. By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day 
of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.

Key Observations
“this they willingly are ignorant of”: This signifies Deliberate, Chosen Blindness Rather Than 
Innocent Unawareness Named as the Real Character of the Scoffers’ Position.
The word “willingly” insists that the scoffers’ ignorance of the flood is not accidental but chosen, a 
refusal to reckon with inconvenient historical fact rather than a genuine gap in available knowledge.

“the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished”: This signifies The Scoffers’ 
Own Argument From Uninterrupted Continuity Directly Refuted by a Documented Historical 
Catastrophe.
By recalling the flood, Peter does not merely assert a counter-opinion but points to a specific, factual 
historical event that directly contradicts the scoffers’ central premise, demonstrating that catastrophic 
divine intervention has, in fact, already occurred once before.



“the heavens and the earth, which are now… reserved unto fire against the day of judgment”: 
This signifies A Deliberate Parallel Structure Naming the Present Created Order as Sustained 
and Reserved by the Same Word That Once Judged by Water.
The parallel between past judgment by water and future judgment by fire, both accomplished by the 
identical divine word, presents present cosmic stability not as permanent immunity from judgment but 
as a temporary, purposeful reservation awaiting its own appointed day.

What This Means for Us Today
1. Engage Skepticism About Divine Judgment With Specific Historical Argument Rather Than 
Assertion Alone: Peter’s method here, recalling a documented past event to refute a present claim, 
models for contemporary believers a way of engaging skepticism that appeals to evidence and history 
rather than relying solely on unsupported claim against claim.
2. Recognize Present Stability as Purposeful Reservation Rather Than Permanent Exemption 
From Accountability: The image of the present world being “kept in store” rather than simply 
permanent invites contemporary believers to hold present circumstances with appropriate seriousness, 
aware that apparent stability is not evidence against, but is itself part of, God’s own ordered plan.

How This Relates to Today
This  passage’s  insistence  that  willful  forgetting,  rather  than  genuine  ignorance,  underlies  much 
skepticism about  divine  judgment  speaks  to  ongoing  contemporary  debates  about  the  relationship 
between belief and evidence, suggesting that some rejection of accountability before God may stem 
less from a lack of information than from an unwillingness to reckon with it.

Key Lesson: *This unit directly refutes the scoffers’ argument from apparent uniformity by recalling the  
flood, a documented catastrophic judgment that already once interrupted the very continuity they claim  
has never been broken, and extends the same principle forward, naming the present heavens and earth 
as kept in store by the identical divine word, reserved now unto fire against the day of judgment and 
perdition of ungodly men.*

2 Peter 3:8–10
One Day as a Thousand Years: The Lord Is Longsuffering, Not Willing That Any Should Perish

(8) But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, 
and a thousand years as one day.
(9) The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to 
us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.
(10) But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away 
with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are 
therein shall be burned up.

The Context
Verse 8’s “but, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand  
years, and a thousand years as one day” deliberately contrasts the scoffers’ chosen ignorance of verse 5 
with a truth Peter insists his readers must not share, drawing on Psalm 90:4’s meditation on God’s 
relationship to time, reframing what appears from a human vantage as delay into a matter of entirely 
different divine time-perspective, not because God experiences duration differently in some mystical 
sense, but because his patience is not constrained by human urgency or impatience.



Verse  9’s  “the  Lord  is  not  slack  concerning  his  promise,  as  some  men  count  slackness;  but  is  
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance” 
directly  answers  the  charge  of  broken  or  delayed  promise,  reframing  apparent  delay  entirely  as 
intentional longsuffering rather than failure or forgetfulness. “Not willing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repentance” names God’s own expressed desire in terms of universal invitation, 
apparent  delay  serving  the  positive  purpose  of  extending  opportunity  for  repentance  rather  than 
representing indifference or inability to act.
Verse 10’s “but the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass 
away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that  
are therein shall be burned up” insists, immediately after emphasizing patience, that this patience is not 
indefinite, drawing on Jesus’ own thief-in-the-night imagery (Matthew 24:43; 1 Thessalonians 5:2) to 
describe the day’s sudden, unannounced arrival, and describing its cosmic scope in the most dramatic 
terms available, heavens passing away, elements melting, earth and its works burned up, a vivid, total 
dissolution matching the total, world-altering judgment of the flood already recalled in verse 6.

Plain American English
But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: with the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a 
thousand years  are  like  a  day.  The Lord is  not  slow in  keeping his  promise,  as  some understand 
slowness.  Instead  he  is  patient  with  you,  not  wanting anyone to  perish,  but  everyone to  come to 
repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the 
elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare.

Key Observations
“one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day”: This signifies 
Apparent Delay Reframed as a Matter of Divine Time-Perspective Rather Than Broken Promise.
Drawing on Psalm 90, this observation dissolves the human complaint of delay by locating the entire 
premise of “slowness” within a purely human frame of reference, one that does not apply 
straightforwardly to God’s own relationship to time.

“not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance”: This signifies Delay 
Named as Purposeful Longsuffering Aimed at Universal Opportunity for Repentance Rather 
Than Indifference.
Rather than being explained away or excused, apparent delay is given a positive, active purpose here, 
patience extended specifically so that more might come to repentance, transforming waiting itself into 
an expression of divine mercy.

“the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night”: This signifies Sudden, Unannounced 
Arrival Named as the Defining Character of the Coming Day, Immediately Following an 
Emphasis on Patience.
By pairing patience with suddenness in the same breath, Peter refuses to let longsuffering be mistaken 
for indefinite delay, insisting the day will come precisely when least expected, matching Jesus’ own 
teaching on the subject.

What This Means for Us Today
1. Reframe Personal Impatience With God’s Timing as a Matter of Perspective Rather Than a 
Sign of Divine Failure: Verse 8’s teaching on divine time-perspective invites contemporary believers 
to hold their own sense of delay, whether regarding Christ’s return or unanswered personal prayer, with 
humility about the limits of a purely human vantage point.



2. View God’s Patience as Active Mercy Extended for Repentance Rather Than Passive Inaction: 
Verse 9’s naming of longsuffering as aimed at repentance invites contemporary believers to view any 
apparent delay in judgment, whether cosmic or personal, as continuing opportunity rather than divine 
absence, and to respond to that opportunity with genuine repentance rather than presumption.

How This Relates to Today
This passage’s reframing of delay as patience rather than failure offers real comfort to contemporary 
believers who have grown weary waiting for Christ’s return across nearly two thousand years since 
these words were written, naming that very waiting as evidence of God’s ongoing mercy rather than of 
his absence or unfaithfulness.

Key Lesson: *This central unit answers the scoffers’ charge of a broken promise by reframing apparent  
delay first as a matter of divine time-perspective, one day as a thousand years, and then as purposeful 
longsuffering, God’s patient unwillingness that any should perish but that all should come to 
repentance, while insisting immediately that this patience is not indefinite, for the day of the Lord will 
come suddenly as a thief in the night, with the heavens passing away and the elements melting with 
fervent heat.*

2 Peter 3:11–13
What Manner of Persons Ought Ye to Be: New Heavens and a New Earth Wherein Dwelleth 
Righteousness

(11) Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all 
holy conversation and godliness,
(12) Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire 
shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?
(13) Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness.

The Context
Verse 11’s “seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be 
in all holy conversation and godliness” draws the direct ethical conclusion from the preceding cosmic 
description, the coming dissolution of the created order functioning not as fatalistic despair  but as 
motivation toward holy, godly living, a pattern of eschatology producing ethics that runs throughout 
this letter, from chapter 1’s virtue chain to this closing chapter’s exhortation.
Verse 12’s “looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on 
fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat” restates the cosmic dissolution 
already  described,  adding  the  striking,  debated  phrase  “hasting  unto,”  which  may  describe  eager 
anticipation or, in a stronger reading found in some interpretations, genuine participation in hastening 
that day’s arrival through faithful living and gospel proclamation, either way naming an active, engaged 
posture toward the future rather than passive waiting.
Verse 13’s “nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein 
dwelleth  righteousness”  pivots  decisively  from destruction  to  hope,  drawing  on  Isaiah  65:17  and 
66:22’s prophecy of new heavens and a new earth, ensuring the chapter’s vision of the future does not 
end in mere dissolution but in positive, promised renewal, “wherein dwelleth righteousness” naming 
the defining quality of that new creation, a permanent, settled home for the very righteousness this 
letter has repeatedly urged believers to pursue.



Plain American English
Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live  
holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring  
about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. But in keeping with  
his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells.

Key Observations
“what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness”: This signifies 
Coming Cosmic Dissolution Deployed as Direct Motivation Toward Present Holy Living Rather 
Than Fatalistic Despair.
By moving immediately from a description of the world’s coming end to a direct question about present 
character, Peter refuses to let eschatology remain speculative, insisting instead that genuine belief about 
the future must shape concrete, present conduct.

“looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God”: This signifies An Active, Engaged 
Posture Toward the Future Commended Rather Than Passive or Resigned Waiting.
Whether understood as eager anticipation or genuine participation in hastening the day’s arrival, this 
phrase resists any picture of believers merely enduring time until the end, calling instead for active, 
purposeful engagement with the future they await.

“new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness”: This signifies A Positive, 
Promised Renewal Ensuring the Chapter’s Vision of the Future Ends in Hope Rather Than Mere 
Destruction.
By pivoting from cosmic dissolution to Isaiah’s prophecy of new heavens and a new earth, Peter 
refuses to let judgment be the letter’s final word about the future, naming instead a permanent home for 
righteousness as the ultimate destination of God’s promise.

What This Means for Us Today
1. Let Belief About the Future Directly Shape Present Conduct Rather Than Remaining Merely 
Theoretical: Verse 11’s direct question invites contemporary believers to examine whether their own 
genuine convictions about Christ’s return and coming judgment actually influence daily choices, or 
remain a separate, unintegrated compartment of belief.
2. Anchor Hope in the Promise of Renewal Rather Than Merely in the Avoidance of Judgment: 
Verse 13’s vision of new heavens and a new earth invites contemporary believers to root their hope 
positively in the promise of a righteous new creation, rather than framing Christian hope only 
negatively, as escape from coming destruction.

How This Relates to Today
The direct link between eschatological belief and holy living speaks to any contemporary tendency to 
treat end-times teaching as abstract speculation disconnected from daily conduct, insisting instead that 
genuine hope in Christ’s return should visibly shape how believers actually live now.

Key Lesson: *This unit draws the direct ethical conclusion from the preceding cosmic description, 
asking what manner of persons believers ought to be in holy conversation and godliness while looking 
for and hastening unto the day of God, and closes with the positive, promised hope of new heavens and  
a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness, ensuring the chapter’s vision of the future rests finally in 
renewal rather than mere destruction.*



2 Peter 3:14–18
Grow in Grace: Beware Lest Ye Fall From Your Own Stedfastness

(14) Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in 
peace, without spot, and blameless.
(15) And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also  
according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you;
(16) As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be 
understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, 
unto their own destruction.
(17) Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with  
the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness.
(18) But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory 
both now and for ever. Amen.

The Context
Verse 14’s “wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of  
him in peace, without spot, and blameless” returns to “diligent,” the same keyword already central to 
chapter 1’s virtue chain, now applied specifically to present readiness for the coming day, “without 
spot, and blameless” drawing a deliberate contrast with chapter 2’s description of false teachers as  
“spots  and blemishes” among the  church,  believers  called instead to  be  found free  of  exactly  the 
corruption those teachers embodied.
Verse 15’s “and account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother 
Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you” restates verse 9’s teaching on 
divine patience as  itself  salvific  opportunity,  and remarkably names Paul  directly  as  “our  beloved 
brother,”  an  explicit,  warm  acknowledgment  of  apostolic  unity  between  Peter  and  Paul  despite 
whatever earlier tension Galatians 2:11–14 records between them, and “according to the wisdom given 
unto him” attributing Paul’s writing to genuine, God-given wisdom rather than mere human cleverness.
Verse 16’s “as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to 
be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures,  
unto  their  own  destruction”  contains  one  of  the  New  Testament’s  most  historically  significant 
statements,  explicitly  classing  Paul’s  letters  alongside  “the  other  scriptures,”  an  early  and  direct 
testimony  to  Paul’s  writings  already  being  received  as  authoritative  Scripture,  while  honestly 
acknowledging their genuine difficulty and naming the real danger of their deliberate misuse, “wrest,” 
meaning  twist  or  distort,  by  the  unlearned  and  unstable,  a  danger  explicitly  tied  to  “their  own 
destruction” rather than to any fault in the writings themselves.
Verses 17 and 18 close both the chapter and the entire letter: “ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know 
these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your 
own stedfastness. But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To 
him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.” The warning against falling and the positive command to 
grow are offered together, negative vigilance and positive pursuit as two sides of a single, sustained 
faithfulness, and the letter’s very last words, “to him be glory both now and for ever,” return the entire  
correspondence, and with it Peter’s whole New Testament witness, to simple, settled doxology, the 
fitting final word after everything chapters 1 through 3 have argued and warned.

Plain American English



So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, 
blameless, and at peace with him. Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation, just as our 
dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him. He writes the same way in all his  
letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, 
which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction.  
Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that you may not be carried  
away by  the  error  of  the  lawless  and  fall  from your  secure  position.  But  grow in  the  grace  and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.

Key Observations
“be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless”: This signifies A 
Deliberate Verbal Contrast Between the Believer’s Sought Character and the “Spots and 
Blemishes” of Chapter 2’s False Teachers.
By choosing language directly opposite to chapter 2’s description of the false teachers as spots and 
blemishes among the church, this closing exhortation frames present diligence explicitly as the opposite 
of the corruption the letter has spent an entire chapter unsparingly describing.

“our beloved brother Paul… hath written unto you… as also in all his epistles… as they do also 
the other scriptures”: This signifies An Early, Direct Testimony to Paul’s Letters Already Being 
Received Alongside the Rest of Authoritative Scripture.
This casual, matter-of-fact classification of Paul’s epistles as “scriptures” provides significant historical 
evidence of how quickly apostolic writings came to be regarded with the same authority as the Old 
Testament, even while honestly acknowledging their genuine interpretive difficulty.

“beware lest ye also… fall from your own stedfastness. But grow in grace, and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ”: This signifies Vigilance Against Falling and Active Pursuit 
of Growth Named Together as Two Inseparable Sides of Sustained Faithfulness.
The letter’s closing pairs a negative warning with a positive command rather than offering either alone, 
insisting that genuine steadfastness requires both guarding against specific danger and actively 
pursuing ongoing growth in grace and knowledge.

What This Means for Us Today
1. Pursue Present Holiness as the Active Opposite of the Corruption Already Named and Warned 
Against: The deliberate echo of chapter 2’s language invites contemporary believers to understand 
personal holiness not merely as abstract virtue but as the concrete, specific opposite of the false 
teaching and corruption Scripture has already unsparingly described.
2. Hold Both Vigilance Against Error and Active Growth in Grace Together as a Single, Unified 
Discipline: The closing pairing of “beware” and “grow” challenges contemporary believers to resist 
treating spiritual defense and spiritual growth as separate pursuits, recognizing instead that genuine 
steadfastness requires sustained attention to both simultaneously.

How This Relates to Today
This  passage’s  honest  acknowledgment  that  Paul’s  letters  contain  things  “hard  to  be  understood,” 
capable  of  being  twisted by the  unlearned and unstable,  speaks  directly  to  ongoing contemporary 
debates over biblical interpretation, offering ancient, apostolic acknowledgment that genuine difficulty 
exists within Scripture even as its overall authority remains firmly affirmed.



Key Lesson: *This closing unit charges believers to be diligent, found in peace, without spot, and 
blameless, precisely the opposite of the false teachers just described, affirms Paul’s epistles as 
scripture alongside the rest even while acknowledging their genuine difficulty, and closes both the 
chapter and the entire letter with a final, paired charge to beware lest believers fall from their own 
stedfastness, but to grow instead in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
to whom be glory both now and for ever. Amen.*

Closing Prayer

Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ,

Stir up our pure minds by way of remembrance, that we may be mindful of the words spoken by the 
holy prophets and the commandment of the apostles of the Lord and Saviour. Guard us from the error 
of scoffers who say, where is the promise of his coming, and let us never be willingly ignorant of your 
mighty works, that by your word the heavens were of old, and the world that then was perished by 
water, and the heavens and earth that now are, are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of 
judgment.

Lord, let us remember that one day is with you as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day, 
and that you are not slack concerning your promise, but longsuffering toward us, not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repentance. Prepare us for the day of the Lord, which will 
come as a thief in the night, and let us look for and hasten unto the coming of that day, according to 
your promise, looking for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.



And Lord, make us diligent, that we may be found of you in peace, without spot, and blameless, 
accounting your longsuffering as salvation. Keep us from being led away with the error of the wicked, 
that we may not fall from our own stedfastness, but grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Soli Deo Gloria
Glory to God Alone

Epilogue

Until He Comes
Every journey through God's Word leaves us with a decision.

Will we simply admire its beauty, or will we allow its truth to transform our lives?

As we come to the end of this verse-by-verse study of 1 & 2 Peter, we discover that Peter's message is 
as urgent today as it was when these inspired letters first circulated among the churches of Asia Minor. 
Nearly two thousand years have passed, empires have risen and fallen, cultures have changed, and 
civilizations have come and gone, yet the Word of God remains unchanged. Its truth is eternal because 
its Author is eternal.

Peter wrote to believers living in uncertain times. They faced hostility because they belonged to Jesus 
Christ. Their faith was tested by persecution, hardship, and suffering. Yet Peter continually lifted their 
eyes above their circumstances and fixed them upon their living hope—the Lord Jesus Christ.

That same hope belongs to every believer today.

Our world is no less troubled. Nations rage. Moral standards continue to decline. False teaching spreads 
rapidly through every available platform. Many who stand for biblical truth experience ridicule, 
rejection, and opposition. In many parts of the world, Christians continue to endure imprisonment, 
violence, and even death because they refuse to deny the name of Christ.

Peter would not be surprised.

He warned us that suffering would come. He reminded us that false teachers would arise. He declared 
that scoffers would question the promise of Christ's return. Yet through every warning, Peter offered 
something greater than fear—he offered hope rooted in the unchanging promises of God.

Throughout these two letters, Peter has called us to several lifelong commitments.

He has called us to live holy lives because our God is holy.

He has called us to submit ourselves humbly to God's will.

He has called us to love one another sincerely from pure hearts.



He has called us to endure suffering with patience, knowing that Christ Himself suffered for us and left 
us an example to follow.

He has called us to reject false doctrine and cling faithfully to the inspired Scriptures.

He has called us to continue growing in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Above all, Peter has called us to live every day with eager anticipation of the return of Jesus Christ.

The certainty of Christ's coming changes everything.

It shapes our priorities.

It strengthens our courage.

It purifies our lives.

It fuels our worship.

It gives us confidence in the midst of uncertainty.

The Christian life was never intended to be lived looking backward with regret or downward in despair. 
It is lived looking upward in hope. Every trial is temporary. Every sorrow has an end. Every sacrifice 
made for Christ will one day be rewarded. Every promise God has spoken will be fulfilled exactly as 
He has declared.

Peter himself lived with that confidence. He knew that his earthly life was drawing to a close, yet he 
faced death without fear because he knew the One who had conquered the grave. The fisherman from 
Galilee would soon stand before the Savior who had called him decades earlier with the simple words, 
"Follow Me."

One day, every believer will experience that same joy.

Faith will become sight.

Hope will become reality.

The struggles of this present age will give way to the glory of God's eternal kingdom.

Until that glorious day arrives, our calling remains unchanged.

Stand firm in the grace of God.

Guard the truth entrusted to you.

Love the church that Christ purchased with His own blood.

Proclaim the gospel boldly.

Pursue holiness without compromise.

Serve faithfully wherever God has placed you.

Keep your eyes fixed upon Jesus Christ.



If this commentary has helped you understand God's Word more clearly, love Christ more deeply, or 
follow Him more faithfully, then its purpose has been fulfilled. Yet this book is not the destination—it 
is simply a guide pointing you to the inspired Scriptures. Continue reading them. Continue studying 
them. Continue meditating upon them. Continue obeying them.

The greatest commentary on the Bible will always be a life transformed by its message.

May the Holy Spirit continue to teach you, strengthen you, and encourage you as you walk with Christ. 
May your faith remain steadfast in every trial, your heart remain anchored in the promises of God, and 
your hope remain fixed upon the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.

As Peter's final inspired words still echo across the centuries, let them become the prayer of every 
believer:

"But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be 
glory both now and forever. Amen." — 2 Peter 3:18

May we live by those words until the trumpet sounds, the Lord returns, and faith gives way to 
everlasting joy in His presence.

Even so, come, Lord Jesus. Amen.

Note From the Author
Writing a verse-by-verse commentary on the books of 1 & 2 Peter has been both a privilege and a 
spiritual journey. These letters have spoken to believers for nearly two thousand years because they 
address the realities every follower of Jesus Christ faces: suffering, temptation, perseverance, holiness, 
false teaching, and the glorious hope of Christ's return.

The title of this book, Faith Under Fire, reflects the central message of Peter's writings. Faith is not 
proven in times of comfort and ease, but in the moments when we are tested, challenged, and called to 
remain faithful despite difficult circumstances. Peter understood this truth personally. He was a man 
who experienced both great spiritual victories and painful failures. He knew what it meant to boldly 
confess Christ and what it meant to deny Him in a moment of fear. Yet through the grace of God, Peter 
was restored, strengthened, and used mightily to encourage the church.

One of the greatest lessons we learn from Peter is that God is not finished with those who have failed. 
The same Savior who restored Peter continues to restore, strengthen, and use His people today. Our 
hope does not rest in our own perfection but in the perfect work of Jesus Christ.

As I studied these two epistles, I was continually reminded that Peter's message is desperately needed 
in our generation. We live in a world filled with uncertainty, confusion, spiritual deception, and 
increasing hostility toward biblical truth. Many believers find themselves struggling to stand firm when 
their faith is challenged. Yet Peter reminds us that we are not abandoned. We have been chosen by God, 
redeemed by Christ, empowered by the Holy Spirit, and promised an eternal inheritance that can never 
fade away.



The purpose of this commentary is not simply to provide information about the text but to encourage 
transformation through the text. God's Word was never given merely to be studied; it was given to be 
believed, obeyed, and lived. Every verse carries a message from the heart of God, calling us to become 
more like Jesus Christ.

Throughout this work, I have sought to faithfully explain each passage in its proper context while 
drawing out practical applications for daily Christian living. My prayer is that pastors will find help in 
preparing sermons, teachers will find resources for Bible studies, students will gain a deeper 
understanding of Scripture, and every believer will be encouraged to grow in faith and obedience.

I am deeply grateful for the opportunity to serve the Lord through teaching His Word. Every book 
written and every page prepared is a reminder that God's truth is greater than any human wisdom. The 
Scriptures remain the foundation of our faith, the guide for our lives, and the source of our hope.

My prayer is that as you read Faith Under Fire: A Verse-by-Verse Commentary on 1 & 2 Peter, you 
will not merely learn about Peter's words but encounter the living God who inspired them. May these 
pages strengthen your faith when trials come, guard your heart against deception, and encourage you to 
remain faithful until the day Jesus Christ returns.

I dedicate this work to all believers who are faithfully following Christ in a difficult world. May you 
remember that your suffering is temporary, your hope is eternal, and your Savior is coming again.

Remain faithful.

Stand firm.

Keep looking to Jesus.

To God alone be the glory.

Dr. Paul Crawford

A Closing Prayer 
“Father, I thank You for every reader who has walked through these pages. For the one who does 
not yet know You, I pray they would hear Your voice and receive Your Son, Jesus, as Lord and 
Savior. For the one who already believes, I pray You would set their heart ablaze with urgency—
to speak, to share, to love, and to never be silent. May we all live as faithful watchmen, sounding 
the trumpet until the day You call us home. In Jesus’ mighty name, Amen.” 

THE BIBLE WAY TO HEAVEN 
1. Admit you are a sinner.

"For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God." (Romans 3:23) 

No one is good enough to go to Heaven on his own merit. 



No matter how much good we do, we still come short.

2. Realize the penalty for sin.

"For the wages of sin is death..." (Romans 6:23a) 

Just as there are wages for good, there is punishment for wrong. 

The penalty for our sin is eternal death in a place called Hell.

3. Believe that Jesus Christ died, was buried, and rose again for 
you.

"That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that 
God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved." (Romans 10:9)

4. Trust Christ alone as your Saviour.

"...But the gift of God is eternal life though Jesus Christ our Lord." (Romans 6:23b) 

"For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." (Romans 10:13) 

Eternal life is a gift purchased by the blood of Jesus and offered freely to those who call upon 
Him by faith. 

Anyone who believes on the Lord Jesus Christ will be saved forever. Being saved is a one-time 
event.

Dr. Paul Crawford is more than just a Christian Author; His books are a source of inspiration 
and guidance on your spiritual journey. His books are created with a deep sense of faith and a 
desire to uplift and inspire all who read. 
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