
Introduction to Hebrews Chapter 9 

Not Without Blood: The Earthly Sanctuary's Limits and Christ's Once-for-All 

Entrance into the True One 

Chapter 8 declared the old covenant obsolete and promised a new one, written on the 

heart. Chapter 9 now describes in vivid, careful detail exactly what the old covenant's 

earthly sanctuary contained and how limited its access to God actually was. An outer 

room, the Holy Place, held the lampstand, the table, and the bread of the Presence; 

beyond a second curtain, the Most Holy Place held the golden altar of incense, the ark of 

the covenant overlaid with gold, containing the golden jar of manna, Aaron's staff that 

budded, and the tablets of the covenant, all overshadowed by the cherubim of glory. 

Ordinary priests entered the outer room regularly, but only the high priest entered the 

inner room, and only once a year, never without blood, offered for himself and for the 

sins the people had committed in ignorance — an arrangement the Holy Spirit was using, 

the chapter explains, to signal that the way into God's true presence had not yet been fully 

disclosed while this system still stood. 

 

Verses 11 through 22 then present Christ's fulfillment of everything this earthly system 

could only foreshadow. He came as high priest of the good things already present, 

passing through a greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with human hands, not of 

this created order. He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, not with the blood of 

goats and calves but with his own blood, securing eternal redemption. If the blood of 

animals and the ashes of a heifer could outwardly cleanse those who were ceremonially 

unclean, the chapter reasons, how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the 

eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, cleanse the conscience itself from 

dead works to serve the living God? This is why he mediates a new covenant — so that 

those who are called might receive the promised eternal inheritance, since his death has 

redeemed even the transgressions committed under the first covenant, in the same way a 

will takes legal effect only after the death of the one who made it. Even the first 

covenant, the chapter reminds its readers, was inaugurated with blood, sprinkled by 

Moses over the book of the law, the people themselves, the tabernacle, and every vessel 

used in its service, since without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. 

 

Verses 23 through 28 close the chapter with its most decisive claims. If the earthly copies 

of heavenly things required purification with these lesser sacrifices, the heavenly realities 

themselves demanded far better ones. Christ did not enter a sanctuary made with human 

hands, a mere copy of the true one, but heaven itself, to appear now in God's own 



presence on our behalf — and not to offer himself repeatedly, as the earthly high priest 

did year after year with blood that was never his own, for then he would have had to 

suffer many times since the creation of the world. Instead, he has appeared once, at the 

culmination of the ages, to remove sin by the sacrifice of himself. Just as it is appointed 

for people to die once, and after that comes judgment, so Christ was offered once to bear 

the sins of many, and he will appear a second time, not to deal with sin again, but to bring 

salvation to those who are waiting for him. 

 

This chapter forms the theological heart of the letter's entire argument for the finality and 

sufficiency of Christ's sacrifice. Everything argued since chapter 4 about Christ's superior 

priesthood converges here into its most concrete and vivid expression — not abstract 

superiority but an actual, once-for-all entrance into God's own presence, accomplished by 

blood that never needs to be shed again, setting the stage for chapter 10's climactic 

conclusion to the entire priesthood and sacrifice argument. 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

Heavenly Father, 

 

We come to Hebrews chapter 9 in wonder at how carefully you designed even the earthly 

tabernacle to point toward what your Son would one day accomplish — every curtain, 

every vessel, every restriction on who could enter and when, all of it a shadow cast 

forward toward the true and greater sanctuary Christ has now entered. Thank you that 

what the earthly high priest could only approach once a year, and only with borrowed 

blood, your Son entered once for all with his own. 

 

Lord, we praise you that Christ's blood does not merely cleanse the flesh outwardly, as 

the old sacrifices did, but purifies our very conscience from dead works, so that we might 

serve you, the living God, without the weight of guilt we could never remove ourselves. 

Thank you that his death has redeemed even what could not be redeemed under the first 

covenant, securing for us the promised eternal inheritance. 

 

And Father, we hold fast to the hope this chapter closes with: that just as Christ was 

offered once to bear the sins of many, he will appear a second time, not to deal with sin 



again, but to bring the salvation he has already secured to completion. Let us be found 

among those who are watching and waiting for him. 

 

In Jesus' name, Amen. 

 

Hebrews 9:1–10 

A Sanctuary Made with Hands: The Earthly Pattern and Its Built-In Limits 

 

(1) Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine service, and a worldly 

sanctuary. 

(2) For there was a tabernacle made; the first, 

wherein was the candlestick, and the table, and the shewbread; which is called the 

sanctuary. 

(3) And after the second veil, the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all; 

(4) Which had the golden censer, and the ark of the covenant overlaid round about with 

gold, 

wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables 

of the covenant; 

(5) And over it the cherubims of glory shadowing the mercyseat; 

of which we cannot now speak particularly. 

(6) Now when these things were thus ordained, 

the priests went always into the first tabernacle, accomplishing the service of God. 

(7) But into the second went the high priest alone once every year, not without blood, 

which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the people: 

(8) The Holy Ghost this signifying, 

that the way into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest, 

while as the first tabernacle was yet standing: 



(9) Which was a figure for the time then present, 

in which were offered both gifts and sacrifices, 

that could not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience; 

(10) Which stood only in meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal ordinances, 

imposed on them until the time of reformation. 

 

The Context 

Verses 1 through 5 describe the physical layout of the earthly tabernacle in careful detail. 

The first covenant, the author notes, genuinely had regulations for worship and a 

sanctuary, though one belonging to this world. The outer room, called the Holy Place, 

held the lampstand, the table, and the bread of the Presence. Beyond a second curtain lay 

the Most Holy Place, containing the golden altar of incense, the ark of the covenant 

overlaid entirely with gold, and within it the golden jar of manna, Aaron's staff that had 

budded, and the tablets of the covenant, all overshadowed by the cherubim of glory. The 

author notably declines to discuss these items in detail, signaling that the chapter's real 

interest lies not in explaining each symbol but in what the entire arrangement reveals 

about access to God. 

 

Verses 6 and 7 describe how this space was actually used: ordinary priests entered the 

outer room continually to carry out their regular duties, but only the high priest entered 

the inner room, and only once a year, never without blood, which he offered for himself 

and for the sins the people had committed in ignorance. This description highlights the 

extreme restriction built into the old covenant's access to God's presence — a single man, 

a single day each year, and never without the mediating presence of blood. 

 

Verse 8 draws out the theological significance the Holy Spirit intended this arrangement 

to communicate: that the way into the Most Holy Place had not yet been made fully 

known while the first tabernacle was still standing. The very architecture and restrictions 

of the old system functioned as a kind of ongoing divine message, a physical sermon 

preached through curtains and closed doors, indicating that full and open access to God's 

presence remained, for the time being, deliberately withheld. 

 



Verses 9 and 10 draw the conclusion: this arrangement was a symbol for the present time, 

in which the gifts and sacrifices offered could not perfect the conscience of the 

worshiper. The entire system, the author explains, dealt only with food and drink and 

various ceremonial washings — external regulations imposed until the time of 

reformation. This is the chapter's crucial diagnostic: not that the old system was insincere 

or without genuine divine origin, but that it was structurally incapable, by its very design, 

of reaching the deeper problem of a guilty conscience, addressing only outward, 

ceremonial matters and always intended as a temporary arrangement awaiting something 

greater. 

 

Plain American English 

Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly sanctuary. A 

tabernacle was set up. In its first room, called the Holy Place, were the lampstand, the 

table, and the bread of the Presence. Behind the second curtain was a room called the 

Most Holy Place, which had the golden altar of incense and the gold-covered ark of the 

covenant, containing the gold jar of manna, Aaron's staff that had budded, and the stone 

tablets of the covenant. Above the ark were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the 

place of atonement — but we cannot discuss these things in detail right now. With 

everything arranged this way, the priests entered the first room regularly to carry out 

their duties. But only the high priest entered the second room, and he did so only once a 

year, and never without blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins the people 

had committed without realizing it. By this the Holy Spirit was showing that the way into 

the Most Holy Place had not yet been disclosed as long as the first tabernacle was still 

functioning. This was a symbol for the present time, indicating that the gifts and 

sacrifices being offered could not clear the conscience of the person worshiping. They 

were only about food and drink and various ceremonial washings — external regulations 

imposed until the time of reform. 

 

Key Observations 

“Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine service, and a worldly 

sanctuary”: This signifies The Old Covenant's Worship Was Genuine and God-

Ordained, Yet Confined from the Very Start to an Earthly, Created Sanctuary. 

The author's careful, respectful description of the tabernacle's contents signals that the old 

system was never a sham or a mistaken invention; it was authentically established by God 

for authentic worship. Its limitation was never sincerity but scope — a worldly sanctuary, 



bound to this created order, standing in contrast to the greater, uncreated sanctuary the 

following verses will describe. 

 

“Into the second went the high priest alone once every year, not without blood, 

which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the people”: This signifies Access 

to God's Innermost Presence Under the Old Covenant Was Extremely Restricted — 

One Man, One Day a Year, and Never Without Blood. 

This description of the Day of Atonement ritual, recorded in Leviticus 16, establishes just 

how narrow and exceptional access to God's presence actually was under the old system. 

A single individual, on a single day, could approach, and even then only through the 

mediation of sacrificial blood offered first for his own sin before he could address the 

people's. This narrowness is the very thing the rest of the chapter will show Christ's 

priesthood decisively overcoming. 

 

“The Holy Ghost this signifying, that the way into the holiest of all was not yet made 

manifest, while as the first tabernacle was yet standing”: This signifies The Very 

Architecture of the Tabernacle Was Itself a Divine Message — as Long as the Old 

System Stood, Full Access to God's Presence Remained Deliberately Undisclosed. 

This is a striking claim: the physical structure and restrictions of the tabernacle were not 

incidental but intentional communication from the Holy Spirit, a kind of enacted 

prophecy built into stone, cloth, and ritual. The very existence of the curtain and its 

yearly, restricted crossing preached a message about incomplete access, a message that 

would only be fully resolved when that entire structure gave way to something greater. 

 

“Gifts and sacrifices, that could not make him that did the service perfect, as 

pertaining to the conscience... imposed on them until the time of reformation”: This 

signifies The Old System Addressed Outward, Ceremonial Matters but Could Never 

Reach or Cleanse the Conscience — a Limitation Built In from the Start and Always 

Intended to Be Temporary. 

This is the chapter's central diagnostic statement, distinguishing between ceremonial and 

moral cleansing. The old sacrifices could restore a worshiper's outward, ritual standing 

but were never designed or able to resolve the deeper problem of a guilty conscience. The 

phrase until the time of reformation makes clear that this limitation was never a flaw 

discovered later but a built-in, acknowledged feature of a system always intended to give 

way to something more complete. 



 

What This Means for Us Today 

1. Recognize That External Religious Observance Alone Cannot Resolve Internal 

Guilt: The old covenant's inability to cleanse the conscience through external regulations 

alone offers a timeless caution against relying on ritual observance, religious activity, or 

moral effort to resolve the deeper problem of guilt. Believers should examine whether 

their own spiritual practices are addressing merely outward conformity or actually 

reaching the conscience itself. 

 

2. Value the Access to God Now Available Rather Than Taking It for Granted: The 

extreme restriction of access under the old covenant — one man, one day a year — 

should deepen appreciation for the free and constant access believers now have through 

Christ. What was once the rarest, most carefully guarded privilege in Israel's religious life 

is now available to every believer, a contrast worth deliberately remembering rather than 

assuming as ordinary. 

 

3. Trust That God's Earlier Provisions Were Genuinely Purposeful Even in Their 

Limitations: The passage's respectful treatment of the tabernacle's genuine divine origin, 

even while describing its incompleteness, models a balanced way of relating to earlier 

stages of one's own spiritual journey or understanding — honoring what was genuinely 

good and God-given about them while recognizing they were never meant to be a final 

destination. 

 

How This Relates to Today 

The passage's description of a system that could regulate outward behavior without 

touching the conscience speaks with relevance to any contemporary approach to 

spirituality or self-improvement that focuses exclusively on behavior modification while 

neglecting the deeper condition of guilt and moral accountability underneath. The old 

covenant's own built-in limitation is a sobering reminder that behavioral compliance, 

however well-intentioned, was never designed to resolve what only a cleansed conscience 

can address. 

 

The image of a single, narrow, carefully guarded point of access to God's presence also 

speaks into contemporary experiences of feeling distant from or unworthy to approach 



God, whether due to guilt, unfamiliarity with religious practice, or a sense of not 

belonging to a privileged religious class. This passage's description of the old system's 

restrictions sets up, by contrast, the following verses' announcement that this restriction 

has been decisively and permanently removed — good news particularly for anyone who 

has internalized a sense that access to God is reserved for a select few. 

 

Key Lesson: *The chapter opens with a careful, respectful description of the earthly 

tabernacle's genuine but limited system of worship, in which access to God's innermost 

presence was restricted to a single man on a single day each year, never without blood, 

and in which the sacrifices offered, however sincere, could regulate only outward 

ceremonial matters rather than cleansing the conscience itself — a deliberate divine 

signal, built into the very architecture of the old system, that something greater still 

remained to be revealed.* 

 

Hebrews 9:11–22 

Not the Blood of Goats and Calves, but His Own: Eternal Redemption Secured Once for 

All 

 

(11) But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, 

by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this 

building; 

(12) Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once 

into the holy place, 

having obtained eternal redemption for us. 

(13) For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the 

unclean, 

sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: 

(14) How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 

himself without spot to God, 

purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 

(15) And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, 



that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first 

testament, 

they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. 

(16) For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. 

(17) For a testament is of force after men are dead: 

otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth. 

(18) Whereupon neither the first testament was dedicated without blood. 

(19) For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, 

he took the blood of calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, 

and sprinkled both the book, and all the people, 

(20) Saying, This is the blood of the testament which God hath enjoined unto you. 

(21) Moreover he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle, and all the vessels of the 

ministry. 

(22) And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; 

and without shedding of blood is no remission. 

 

The Context 

Verses 11 and 12 announce the decisive contrast the entire chapter has been building 

toward. Christ came as high priest of the good things already present, passing through a 

greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with human hands, not belonging to this 

created order at all. Where the earthly high priest entered the Most Holy Place year after 

year with borrowed blood, Christ entered once for all with his own blood, and the result 

was not a temporary, repeatable ceremonial cleansing but eternal redemption obtained 

permanently for his people. 

 

Verses 13 and 14 make the case through an argument from lesser to greater. If the blood 

of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkled on those who were ceremonially 

unclean, could sanctify to the point of outwardly purifying the flesh, how much more will 

the blood of Christ, who offered himself without blemish to God through the eternal 

Spirit, cleanse the conscience itself from dead works, freeing believers to serve the living 



God? This verse marks the precise point where the chapter's earlier diagnostic — the old 

sacrifices could not reach the conscience — finds its resolution: Christ's blood succeeds 

precisely where the old system's blood, by its very design, could not. 

 

Verses 15 through 17 explain the significance of Christ's death using the legal concept of 

a will or testament. Christ is the mediator of a new covenant so that, by means of his 

death, those who are called might receive the promised eternal inheritance, since his 

death also redeems transgressions committed under the first covenant. The author then 

draws on ordinary legal practice: a will takes effect only after the death of the one who 

made it; it has no force while the testator remains alive. Applied to Christ, this legal 

principle explains why his death was not simply one possible means of establishing the 

new covenant but a structural necessity — the covenant, understood as a testament, 

required his death to take effect at all. 

 

Verses 18 through 22 extend this logic backward to the first covenant itself, noting that 

even it was not inaugurated without blood. Moses, having spoken every command of the 

law to the people, took the blood of calves and goats, along with water, scarlet wool, and 

hyssop, and sprinkled both the book of the covenant and all the people, declaring, this is 

the blood of the covenant that God has commanded you to keep. He likewise sprinkled 

the tabernacle and every vessel used in its service. The chapter's summarizing principle in 

verse 22 states the pattern governing this entire system: nearly everything under the law 

is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness — a 

principle Christ's own sacrifice fulfills rather than sets aside. 

 

Plain American English 

But when Christ came as high priest of the good things now available, he went through a 

greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made by human hands, not part of this created 

world. He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, not with the blood of goats and 

calves, but with his own blood, and he secured eternal redemption for us. If the blood of 

bulls and goats and the ashes of a young cow, sprinkled on those who were ceremonially 

unclean, made them holy enough to purify their bodies, how much more will the blood of 

Christ, who offered himself to God without blemish through the eternal Spirit, cleanse 

our consciences from dead works so that we can serve the living God? This is why he is 

the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has occurred to redeem people 

from the sins committed under the first covenant, those who are called might receive the 

eternal inheritance that was promised. Where there is a will, the death of the one who 

made it must be established, because a will only takes effect after death; it has no power 



while the one who made it is still alive. This is why even the first covenant was not put 

into effect without blood. When Moses had given every command of the law to all the 

people, he took the blood of calves and goats, along with water, scarlet wool, and hyssop, 

and sprinkled both the scroll of the covenant and all the people, saying, "This is the blood 

of the covenant that God has commanded you to keep." He also sprinkled the tabernacle 

and everything used in its ceremonies with blood in the same way. In fact, according to 

the law, nearly everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there 

is no forgiveness. 

 

Key Observations 

“Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more 

perfect tabernacle, not made with hands”: This signifies Christ's Priestly Ministry 

Operates Entirely Within a Greater, Uncreated Sanctuary, Fulfilling Rather Than 

Merely Improving Upon the Earthly Pattern. 

The phrase good things to come, referring back to the language already used in chapter 

10:1, describes realities that were future and anticipated from the perspective of the old 

covenant but are now present and available in Christ. His passage through a greater 

tabernacle not made with hands signals that his priesthood does not operate on the same 

created level as the earthly system at all, but within the very reality that system was 

always designed to represent. 

 

“Not by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into 

the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us”: This signifies Christ's 

Single Entrance with His Own Blood Accomplished Permanently What Endless 

Animal Sacrifices, Repeated Year After Year, Could Never Achieve. 

The contrast drawn here is total: not merely better blood but categorically different blood, 

not merely a longer-lasting effect but eternal redemption, not a repeated entrance but a 

single, sufficient one. This verse functions as the hinge of the entire chapter, converting 

the extensive description of the old system's limitations into the direct announcement of 

its resolution in Christ. 

 

“How much more shall the blood of Christ... purge your conscience from dead 

works to serve the living God”: This signifies An Argument from Lesser to Greater 

— If Ceremonial Blood Could Cleanse the Flesh Outwardly, Christ's Own Blood 



Can Cleanse the Conscience Itself, Reaching What the Old System Could Never 

Touch. 

This verse resolves the precise limitation named in verse 9 — sacrifices that could not 

perfect the conscience — by showing exactly how Christ's blood succeeds where the old 

system's blood, by design, could not. The phrase dead works describes actions that, 

whatever their outward form, remain spiritually lifeless without genuine cleansing; 

Christ's blood addresses this root condition directly, freeing believers not merely to 

observe rituals but to actually serve the living God. 

 

“For this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that... they which are called 

might receive the promise of eternal inheritance”: This signifies Christ's Death 

Serves a Dual Purpose — Redeeming Transgressions Committed Under the First 

Covenant and Securing the Promised Eternal Inheritance for Those Called Under 

the New. 

This verse ties together the old and new covenants through a single act: Christ's death 

does not merely inaugurate something new while ignoring what came before, but reaches 

backward to redeem sins committed under the entire prior system, while simultaneously 

reaching forward to secure the inheritance promised to those called under the covenant it 

establishes. His death functions, in other words, as the hinge on which the entire biblical 

narrative, old and new alike, actually turns. 

 

“Almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood 

is no remission”: This signifies A Governing Principle Running Through the Entire 

Old Covenant System, Now Fulfilled Rather Than Abolished in Christ's Own Shed 

Blood. 

This summarizing statement establishes that the necessity of blood for forgiveness was 

not an isolated feature of a few specific rituals but a pervasive principle running through 

nearly the entire old covenant system. Christ's own shed blood, rather than representing a 

departure from this principle, stands as its ultimate and final fulfillment — the same 

governing logic carried to its complete and sufficient conclusion. 

 

What This Means for Us Today 

1. Bring Genuine Conscience-Level Guilt to Christ Rather Than Attempting to 

Manage It Through External Means: Because Christ's blood specifically addresses the 

conscience, not merely outward behavior, believers carrying unresolved guilt should 



bring it directly to him rather than attempting to manage or suppress it through behavior 

modification, distraction, or self-punishment. This passage names the conscience as 

exactly the place his blood is designed to reach. 

 

2. Treat Christ's Death as Both Backward-Reaching and Forward-Securing: 

Believers wrestling with guilt over past failures, including failures that predate their own 

conversion, can take comfort from the passage's description of Christ's death as 

redeeming transgressions from the entire prior period as well as securing the future 

inheritance. His sacrifice is comprehensive in scope, not limited to sins committed after a 

particular starting point. 

 

3. Recognize the Costliness Embedded in Every Genuine Act of Forgiveness: The 

passage's repeated insistence that forgiveness requires the shedding of blood is a sober 

reminder that genuine forgiveness, whether God's toward humanity or one person's 

toward another, is never costless. This can deepen both gratitude for the costliness of 

Christ's own forgiveness and humility in extending forgiveness to others, recognizing 

what genuine pardon actually requires. 

 

How This Relates to Today 

The passage's focus on cleansing the conscience, not merely regulating outward behavior, 

speaks with real relevance to contemporary conversations about guilt, shame, and mental 

health, where many people carry a persistent sense of unworthiness that behavioral 

change alone never seems to resolve. Hebrews 9 offers a specific diagnosis and a specific 

remedy: the conscience requires a cleansing that only Christ's blood, not self-

improvement or willpower, can actually provide. 

 

The legal image of a will taking effect only after the death of the one who made it also 

speaks into contemporary experience in a culture generally familiar with estate planning, 

inheritance, and legal documents, offering an accessible entry point for understanding 

why Christ's death was not merely one option among several for establishing the new 

covenant but a structural necessity built into the very nature of what was being promised. 

 

Key Lesson: *The passage announces the decisive resolution to everything the chapter's 

opening section described: where the earthly high priest entered a shadow sanctuary 



repeatedly with borrowed blood that could never reach the conscience, Christ entered the 

true, heavenly sanctuary once for all with his own blood, securing eternal redemption 

that reaches backward to redeem transgressions under the first covenant and forward to 

guarantee the promised eternal inheritance for all who are called.* 

 

Hebrews 9:23–28 

Once at the End of the Ages: Christ's Single Sacrifice and His Promised Return 

 

(23) It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be 

purified with these; 

but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 

(24) For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures 

of the true; 

but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us: 

(25) Nor yet that he should offer himself often, 

as the high priest entereth into the holy place every year with blood of others; 

(26) For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: 

but now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of 

himself. 

(27) And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: 

(28) So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; 

and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto 

salvation. 

 

The Context 

Verse 23 draws a conclusion from the chapter's extended argument: if the earthly copies 

of heavenly things required purification with the blood of animals, it was necessary that 

the heavenly realities themselves be purified with far better sacrifices. This verse extends 

the logic of purification even into the heavenly realm itself, though the nature of that 

purification differs entirely in kind from the earthly ritual it corresponds to — 



accomplished once, decisively, by Christ's own sacrifice rather than through repeated 

ceremonial action. 

 

Verse 24 makes the chapter's culminating claim about where Christ's priestly ministry 

actually takes place: not in any sanctuary made with human hands, which are only copies 

of the true one, but in heaven itself, where he now appears in God's own presence on 

behalf of his people. This is the final and most direct statement of a theme running 

throughout the chapter — Christ's priesthood was never a matter of improved earthly 

ritual but of actual, personal access to God's own presence, exercised continually on 

believers' behalf. 

 

Verses 25 and 26 clarify that this heavenly appearance was not, and did not need to be, 

repeated. Unlike the earthly high priest, who entered the Most Holy Place every year with 

blood that was never his own, Christ did not offer himself repeatedly — for if he had, he 

would have needed to suffer many times since the creation of the world. Instead, he has 

appeared once, at the culmination of the ages, to remove sin decisively through the 

sacrifice of himself. This verse locates Christ's sacrifice at a specific, singular point 

within history, sufficient once for all rather than requiring endless repetition stretching 

back to the beginning of time. 

 

Verses 27 and 28 close the chapter with a carefully constructed parallel between ordinary 

human experience and Christ's own sacrifice. Just as it is appointed for people to die 

once, and after that comes judgment, so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. 

The pattern of a single, unrepeatable event followed by a decisive consequence, already 

true of every human life, becomes the very framework for understanding Christ's own 

singular sacrifice. The chapter's final promise looks forward rather than backward: to 

those who are waiting for him, he will appear a second time, not to deal with sin again, 

since that was already and finally accomplished, but to bring the full and final salvation 

already secured. 

 

Plain American English 

So it was necessary for the earthly copies of the heavenly realities to be purified with 

these sacrifices, but the heavenly realities themselves needed far better sacrifices than 

these. For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, which is only a copy 

of the true one; he entered heaven itself, and he now appears in God's presence on our 



behalf. He did not enter to offer himself again and again, the way the high priest enters 

the Most Holy Place every year with blood that isn't his own. If that were the case, he 

would have had to suffer many times since the creation of the world. But instead, he has 

appeared once, at the culmination of the ages, to remove sin by offering himself as the 

sacrifice. Just as people are destined to die once, and after that comes judgment, so 

Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. And he will appear a second time, not 

to deal with sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him. 

 

Key Observations 

“It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be 

purified with these; but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than 

these”: This signifies If Even the Earthly Copies Required Purification, the Heavenly 

Realities They Represented Demanded a Sacrifice of Far Greater Worth. 

This verse extends the logic of the chapter's entire argument to its furthest point, applying 

the principle of necessary purification even to heaven itself, though in a manner fitting its 

infinitely greater dignity. The comparative language — better sacrifices than these — 

signals continuity of principle alongside total discontinuity of scale, preparing the reader 

for the singular sufficiency described in the verses that follow. 

 

“Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of 

the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us”: This 

signifies Christ's Priestly Ministry Culminates in His Direct, Personal Appearance 

Before God on Behalf of His People, Not in Any Symbolic Earthly Substitute. 

This verse states plainly what the entire chapter has been building toward: Christ's 

priestly work was never confined to earthly ritual, however sacred, but consists in his 

actual, ongoing appearance in God's own presence, representing his people there 

continuously. This directly echoes and confirms chapter 7:25's earlier claim that he ever 

lives to make intercession for those who come to God through him. 

 

“Now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice 

of himself”: This signifies Christ's Sacrifice Occurred at a Decisive, Singular Point in 

History, Sufficient Once for All Rather Than Requiring Repetition Since the 

Beginning of Time. 

The phrase at the end of the ages locates Christ's sacrifice not as one recurring ritual 

event among many but as the climactic, unrepeatable hinge point of history itself, toward 



which everything before it was moving and from which everything after it flows. Its 

singularity is not a limitation but the very source of its sufficiency — a single sacrifice, 

rightly offered, accomplishing what endless repetition never could. 

 

“As it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: So Christ was 

once offered to bear the sins of many”: This signifies Christ's Single Sacrifice Is 

Deliberately Patterned After the Universal, Unrepeatable Certainty of Human 

Death and Judgment. 

This carefully constructed parallel grounds the singularity of Christ's sacrifice in 

something every reader already intuitively understands: no one dies more than once, and 

death is inevitably followed by judgment. By aligning Christ's one-time offering with this 

universal pattern, the passage makes the logic of his sacrifice's sufficiency immediately 

graspable, rooted in the most basic and unavoidable fact of human mortality itself. 

 

“Unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto 

salvation”: This signifies Christ's Second Coming Will Not Address Sin Again, Since 

That Was Already and Finally Accomplished, but Will Bring the Full, Final 

Salvation Already Secured. 

This closing promise deliberately distinguishes the purpose of Christ's first appearing 

from his second: the first dealt decisively and completely with sin; the second will not 

need to revisit that question at all, but will instead bring to full completion the salvation 

his first appearing already secured. This offers believers a forward-looking hope 

untroubled by any lingering concern that sin's problem remains partially unresolved, 

awaiting some future, additional sacrifice. 

 

What This Means for Us Today 

1. Rest Fully in the Singular Sufficiency of Christ's Sacrifice Rather Than Seeking 

Repeated Resolution: Because Christ's sacrifice was offered once, decisively, and 

sufficiently, believers should resist any spiritual practice or anxiety that implicitly treats 

forgiveness as something requiring repeated re-securing. The sacrifice that dealt with sin 

has already been offered; ongoing confession and repentance apply that finished work 

rather than repeating or supplementing it. 

 



2. Let the Certainty of Death and Judgment Sharpen Rather Than Dull Present 

Urgency: The passage's sobering reminder that death and judgment await every person, 

without exception or repetition, should be allowed to sharpen present decisions about 

how life is lived, rather than being pushed aside as a distant or abstract concern. This 

unrepeatable certainty is precisely what gives Christ's own unrepeatable sacrifice its 

meaning and urgency. 

 

3. Anticipate Christ's Return as Good News Rather Than a Renewed Reckoning 

with Sin: Because the passage explicitly states that Christ's second appearing will occur 

without reference to sin, believers should approach the prospect of his return with hopeful 

anticipation rather than dread, trusting that the question of sin has already been fully and 

finally settled by his first appearing. 

 

How This Relates to Today 

The passage's insistence on a single, sufficient, unrepeatable sacrifice speaks with 

relevance to a contemporary spirituality sometimes characterized by a persistent, anxious 

sense that forgiveness must be continually re-earned or re-secured through repeated 

religious performance. Hebrews 9 offers a settled alternative: the decisive work is already 

finished, offered once at history's hinge point, freeing believers from any need to treat 

their standing before God as perpetually uncertain or in need of re-establishment. 

 

The passage's parallel between human death and Christ's sacrifice also speaks into a 

culture that often works hard to avoid contemplating mortality directly, treating death as a 

subject to be minimized or postponed in conversation and thought. Hebrews 9 does not 

shy away from this reality; it uses the universal certainty of death and judgment as the 

very framework for understanding the significance and sufficiency of Christ's own 

singular sacrifice, offering a model for facing mortality honestly rather than avoiding it. 

 

Key Lesson: *The chapter closes by establishing that Christ's priestly work culminates 

not in earthly ritual but in his direct, personal appearance in God's own presence, 

accomplished through a single, sufficient sacrifice offered once at the decisive hinge 

point of history — a sacrifice patterned after the unrepeatable certainty of human death 

and judgment, and one that has already and finally dealt with sin, so that his promised 

second appearing holds nothing for believers to fear, only the completion of the salvation 

he has already secured.* 



 

Closing Prayer 

 

Heavenly Father, 

 

We close Hebrews chapter 9 in awe of a sacrifice that needed no repetition — offered 

once, at the very hinge of history, sufficient to remove sin completely rather than merely 

manage it year after year. Thank you that Christ did not enter a sanctuary made with 

human hands but heaven itself, and that he now appears there continually in your 

presence on our behalf. 

 

Lord, cleanse our consciences, not merely our outward behavior, from the dead works 

that have weighed on us. Let us stop treating your forgiveness as something we must 

continually re-earn, and instead rest in the eternal redemption Christ obtained once for 

all, reaching backward to cover what we could not undo and forward to secure the 

inheritance you have promised us. 

 

And Father, as we live in the space between his first appearing and his second, let us be 

found among those who look for him — not fearing his return as a renewed reckoning 

with sin, since that question has already been fully settled, but longing for the completion 

of the salvation he has already secured. Come, Lord Jesus, and bring to fullness what 

your sacrifice has already accomplished. 

 

In Jesus' name, Amen. 

 

Soli Deo Gloria 

Glory to God Alone 


