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This detailed structure highlights the key themes of judgment, pride, divine justice, and the ultimate 
sovereignty of God.

Introduction to the Book of Obadiah

The Book of Obadiah is the shortest book in the Old Testament, consisting of just 21 verses. Despite its 
brevity, it carries a powerful and timeless message of divine justice, focusing on the themes of pride, 
betrayal, judgment, and restoration. The prophecy speaks directly to the nation of Edom for its actions 
against Israel, while also delivering a broader message about the sovereignty of God over all nations 
and the ultimate triumph of His kingdom.

1. The Prophet Obadiah: Identity and Background

Little is known about Obadiah, whose name means "Servant of the Lord" or "Worshiper of Yahweh." 
The Bible does not provide details about his lineage, occupation, or the exact time of his prophetic 
ministry. Unlike major prophets, Obadiah’s role is specific and focused: to deliver a message of 
judgment against Edom. Various theories place his prophecy either around the fall of Jerusalem in 586 
B.C. or during earlier conflicts between Edom and Judah. Regardless of the exact date, Obadiah’s 
words resonate with a clear and timeless call to justice.

2. Historical Context: Edom and Israel’s Conflict

Edom, the nation descended from Esau (Jacob’s brother), held a long-standing rivalry with Israel, 
descended from Jacob. The hostility between the two nations can be traced back to the sibling conflict 
recorded in Genesis (Genesis 25:19-34; 27:1-45). Throughout their history, Edom frequently acted 
against Israel, either through direct aggression or by taking advantage of Israel’s vulnerable moments.



Key historical events that set the stage for Obadiah’s prophecy include:

• Edom’s refusal to aid Israel during the Exodus (Numbers 20:14-21).
• Ongoing conflicts between the two nations during the reigns of various kings, such as Saul, 

David, and Jehoshaphat (1 Samuel 14:47; 2 Samuel 8:13-14).
• Edom’s rejoicing over the fall of Jerusalem and aiding in its destruction (likely 586 B.C., when 

Babylon destroyed Jerusalem).

Obadiah’s prophecy addresses Edom’s betrayal during one such critical moment, condemning its 
actions as not only treacherous but also offensive to God’s covenant with Israel.

3. Themes and Message of the Book

1. Divine Judgment on Pride
Obadiah’s central message is a rebuke of Edom’s pride and arrogance. Edom’s geographical 
position in the mountains gave it a false sense of invincibility (Obadiah 1:3-4). However, 
Obadiah declares that no nation, regardless of its strength or location, can escape God’s 
judgment when it acts in defiance of His will. Pride, as seen in Edom, is a recurring sin 
condemned throughout Scripture (Proverbs 16:18; James 4:6).

2. Betrayal and Brotherly Treachery
Edom’s sin is magnified by its familial relationship with Israel. As descendants of Esau, Edom 
should have been a protective brother to Israel, but instead, they acted as enemies (Obadiah 
1:10-14). This betrayal symbolizes the broader human failure to uphold justice and compassion, 
especially toward those with whom one shares a bond.

3. The Day of the Lord
Obadiah extends the concept of judgment beyond Edom to all nations (Obadiah 1:15-16). The 
“Day of the Lord” is a recurring prophetic theme that signifies God’s decisive intervention in 
history to judge sin and establish righteousness. Edom’s judgment serves as a foreshadowing of 
the ultimate judgment that will come upon all nations.

4. Hope and Restoration for Israel
Though the book primarily focuses on judgment, it ends with a note of hope. Obadiah promises 
that Israel will be restored, that God’s people will reclaim their land, and that the Lord’s 
kingdom will be established (Obadiah 1:17-21). This restoration reflects God’s faithfulness to 
His covenant promises.

4. Structure and Literary Features

The Book of Obadiah is structured in two main sections:

1. Verses 1-16: The pronouncement of judgment against Edom.
2. Verses 17-21: The promise of deliverance and the establishment of God’s kingdom.



Obadiah’s style is poetic and vivid, using metaphors such as eagles’ nests, thieves, and fire to convey 
the certainty and completeness of Edom’s downfall. His prophecy is concise but impactful, embodying 
the prophetic tradition of speaking truth to power and calling for accountability.

5. Relevance and Application Today

Obadiah’s message transcends its historical context, offering timeless lessons for readers today:

• Warning Against Pride: Nations and individuals alike are reminded that pride leads to 
downfall, and no one is beyond the reach of God’s justice.

• Call for Compassion and Justice: The betrayal of Edom highlights the importance of showing 
kindness and support, especially to those in need.

• Hope in God’s Sovereignty: The promise that “the kingdom shall be the Lord’s” (Obadiah 
1:21) assures believers that God’s justice will ultimately prevail, and His kingdom will be 
established forever.

In summary, the Book of Obadiah stands as a powerful testament to God’s justice and faithfulness. It 
warns against the dangers of pride, calls for accountability in relationships, and offers hope for the 
ultimate triumph of God’s kingdom. Though brief, its message is profound, echoing throughout history 
as a reminder of God’s unwavering commitment to righteousness and His people.

CHAPTER 1:

Verse Commentary on Obadiah 1:1 (KJV)

Introduction to Obadiah

The Book of Obadiah is the shortest book in the Old Testament, consisting of only one chapter. It is a 
prophetic text that focuses primarily on the judgment against Edom, a nation descended from Esau, and 
its relationship with Israel. The verse in question serves as an introduction to the prophecy delivered by 
Obadiah.

Text of Obadiah 1:1 (KJV)

“The vision of Obadiah. Thus saith the Lord GOD concerning Edom; We have heard a rumour from the 
LORD, and an ambassador is sent among the heathen, Arise ye, and let us rise up against her in battle.”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “The vision of Obadiah”

• This phrase indicates that what follows is a divine revelation given to Obadiah. The term 
“vision” suggests that this message was received through a supernatural experience or 
insight. In Hebrew literature, visions often carry significant weight as they are seen as 
direct communications from God.



2. “Thus saith the Lord GOD concerning Edom;”

• The phrase “Thus saith the Lord GOD” emphasizes the authority behind the message. It 
establishes that this is not merely Obadiah’s opinion but a direct command from God 
Himself. The use of “GOD” (in all caps) signifies Yahweh, underscoring His sovereignty 
and power over all nations, including Edom.

3. “We have heard a rumour from the LORD,”

• The word “rumour” here can be understood as a report or announcement. It implies that 
there has been communication regarding impending events concerning Edom. This sets 
up an expectation for action based on divine revelation.

4. “and an ambassador is sent among the heathen,”

• The term “ambassador” refers to a messenger or herald who carries news or commands 
from one party to another. In this context, it suggests that God has dispatched 
messengers among various nations (the heathen) to prepare them for action against 
Edom.

5. “Arise ye, and let us rise up against her in battle.”

• This call to arms indicates that there will be a coalition formed against Edom. The use of 
“let us rise up against her in battle” reflects both urgency and collective action among 
these nations prompted by God’s directive.

Contextual Background

Edom’s history with Israel is marked by hostility and conflict stemming from their ancestral lineage—
Esau (Edom) and Jacob (Israel). Throughout biblical history, Edom often opposed Israel, refusing 
passage during their exodus and later rejoicing at Israel’s misfortunes (e.g., during Babylonian 
conquests). This prophecy serves as God’s declaration of judgment against Edom for its pride and 
violence towards His people.

Theological Implications

Obadiah’s vision highlights several theological themes:

• Divine Sovereignty: God’s control over nations and their destinies is evident as He orchestrates 
events leading to judgment.

• Judgment Against Pride: Edom’s arrogance is addressed directly; their belief in 
invulnerability due to geographical advantages will lead to their downfall.

• God’s Justice: The prophecy reassures Israel that despite their suffering at the hands of 
enemies like Edom, justice will ultimately prevail.

Conclusion

Obadiah 1:1 sets the stage for understanding God’s impending judgment on Edom while also 
reaffirming His commitment to justice for Israel. It encapsulates key themes such as divine authority, 
prophetic revelation, and national accountability before God.



Verse Commentary on Obadiah 1:2 (KJV)

Text of Obadiah 1:2 (KJV)
“Behold, I have made thee small among the heathen: thou art greatly despised.”

Contextual Overview
The Book of Obadiah is a prophetic text that primarily addresses the nation of Edom, descendants of 
Esau, and their relationship with Israel, descendants of Jacob. This single chapter book is one of the 
shortest in the Old Testament but carries significant weight regarding themes of judgment, pride, and 
divine retribution. The prophecy is set against the backdrop of Edom’s betrayal during Jerusalem’s 
destruction by Babylon.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Behold”
The term “behold” serves as a call to attention. It indicates that what follows is not merely an 
observation but a declaration from God that demands recognition and contemplation. This word 
sets the tone for the seriousness of God’s message to Edom.

2. “I have made thee small among the heathen”
This phrase highlights God’s sovereignty over nations and His role in determining their status 
and power. The use of “made thee small” suggests a deliberate act by God to diminish Edom’s 
standing among other nations (“the heathen”). Historically, Edom was known for its 
mountainous terrain which provided natural defenses; however, God’s pronouncement indicates 
that despite these advantages, they would be rendered insignificant compared to other nations.

• Sovereignty and Judgment: This reflects a theological principle found throughout 
Scripture where God raises up and brings down nations according to His will (see also 
Daniel 2:21). The implication here is that Edom’s pride and actions against Israel have 
led to their downfall.

3. “Thou art greatly despised.”
The conclusion of this verse emphasizes the extent of Edom’s humiliation. To be “greatly 
despised” signifies not only a loss of status but also a moral degradation in the eyes of others. 
This disdain arises from their actions during Israel’s time of need when they rejoiced at 
Jerusalem’s calamity rather than offering assistance.

• Moral Implications: The phrase suggests that Edom’s behavior has consequences 
beyond mere political or military defeat; it speaks to their reputation among other 
nations as well as within God’s covenant community. Their lack of compassion towards 
their brother nation (Israel) has resulted in universal contempt.

Theological Themes

• Divine Justice: Obadiah illustrates how God administers justice not just on an individual level 
but also collectively upon nations based on their actions towards others, particularly those 
within God’s covenant.



• Pride Before Destruction: The verse encapsulates a broader biblical theme where pride leads 
to downfall (Proverbs 16:18). Edom’s arrogance in believing themselves secure due to their 
geographical advantages ultimately leads them to be humbled.

• Consequences for Betrayal: The historical context reveals that Edom took advantage during 
Judah’s misfortunes instead of aiding them. This betrayal results in divine judgment which 
serves as a warning against similar attitudes today.

Conclusion
Obadiah 1:2 serves as both a proclamation and a warning about the consequences of pride and betrayal 
against God’s people. It underscores God’s authority over all nations while highlighting His 
commitment to justice for those who suffer injustice.

Verse Commentary on Obadiah 1:3 (KJV)

Text of Obadiah 1:3 (KJV)
“The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee, thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock, whose 
habitation is high; that saith in his heart, Who shall bring me down to the ground?”

Contextual Background
The Book of Obadiah is a prophetic text that primarily addresses the nation of Edom, descendants of 
Esau. It serves as a warning against pride and arrogance, particularly in relation to their historical 
enmity with Israel. This verse encapsulates the central theme of Edom’s downfall due to its pride and 
false sense of security.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee”
The opening phrase highlights the core issue facing Edom: pride. In biblical literature, pride 
often leads to a fall (Proverbs 16:18). Here, it indicates that Edom’s self-satisfaction and 
arrogance have clouded their judgment and perception. They believe themselves invulnerable 
due to their geographical advantages and wealth.

2. “thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock”
This imagery refers to Edom’s stronghold in mountainous terrain, particularly around Petra, 
which was known for its natural fortifications. The “clefts of the rock” symbolize both physical 
safety and spiritual blindness. The Edomites felt secure in their elevated positions, which 
contributed to their overconfidence.

3. “whose habitation is high”
This phrase reinforces the idea of safety derived from their lofty dwelling places. Living high 
up in rocky cliffs provided them with a strategic advantage against potential invaders. However, 
this also reflects a metaphorical height—an inflated view of themselves compared to other 
nations.

4. “that saith in his heart, Who shall bring me down to the ground?”
This rhetorical question reveals Edom’s arrogance and self-reliance. They believed no one could 



challenge them or bring them low due to their fortified position and military strength. It reflects 
a profound disconnect from reality—ignoring both divine sovereignty and historical precedents 
where nations have fallen despite seeming invincibility.

Theological Implications
Obadiah 1:3 serves as a stark reminder about the dangers of pride and self-deception. It illustrates how 
reliance on material security can lead individuals or nations away from recognizing their dependence 
on God. The verse warns against underestimating divine power; while humans may feel secure in their 
achievements or positions, God has ultimate authority over all nations.

Historical Context
Historically, Edom was situated along vital trade routes and had access to rich resources, contributing 
to its wealth and power during ancient times. However, this prosperity fostered an attitude of 
superiority over neighboring nations like Israel. Their downfall came when they failed to acknowledge 
God’s role in their success and protection.

Conclusion
In summary, Obadiah 1:3 encapsulates a powerful message about pride leading to deception and 
eventual downfall. It serves as both a historical account regarding Edom’s fate and a timeless warning 
applicable across generations about humility before God.

Verse Commentary on Obadiah 1:4 (KJV)

Text of Obadiah 1:4 (KJV)
“Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, and though thy nest be among the stars, yet will I bring thee 
down, saith the Lord.”

Contextual Background
The Book of Obadiah is a prophetic text in the Old Testament that primarily addresses the nation of 
Edom. Edom, descended from Esau, had a long-standing enmity with Israel, descended from Jacob. 
This verse is part of a larger message where God pronounces judgment against Edom for its pride and 
violence against Israel. The imagery used in this verse reflects both the geographical advantages of 
Edom and its spiritual arrogance.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle”
The eagle is often seen as a symbol of strength and majesty due to its ability to soar high above 
the ground. In this context, it represents Edom’s perceived invulnerability and pride. The phrase 
suggests that despite their lofty position—both literally in terms of their mountainous territory 
and metaphorically in terms of their arrogance—Edom’s elevation will not protect them from 
divine judgment.

2. “and though thy nest be among the stars”
This phrase further emphasizes Edom’s high status and security. Eagles build their nests in high 
places that are difficult to access, symbolizing safety and dominance. By stating that their “nest” 



is among the stars, it implies that Edom believes they are untouchable by any earthly power or 
threat. This hyperbolic expression illustrates their extreme pride and self-reliance.

3. “yet will I bring thee down, saith the Lord.”
The declaration “yet will I bring thee down” serves as a stark contrast to their exalted state. It 
underscores God’s sovereignty over nations and His ability to humble even those who seem 
invincible. The phrase “saith the Lord” reinforces that this is not merely a human proclamation 
but a divine decree with inevitable consequences.

Theological Implications
This verse encapsulates a central theme in biblical theology: God opposes pride and arrogance while 
promising justice against those who harm His people. It serves as a warning not only to Edom but also 
to all nations about the dangers of hubris and neglecting moral responsibilities towards others.

Historical Context
Historically, Edom was situated in a region characterized by rugged terrain, which contributed to its 
sense of security. However, this physical advantage led to complacency and cruelty towards Israel 
during times of distress (e.g., during Babylonian conquests). The prophecy serves as both an indictment 
of past actions and a forewarning of impending judgment.

Literary Structure
Obadiah employs vivid imagery and contrasts throughout his prophecy. The use of simile (“as the 
eagle”) highlights Edom’s pride while foreshadowing its downfall through God’s intervention. This 
literary technique enhances the emotional weight of God’s message against Edom.

In conclusion, Obadiah 1:4 serves as a powerful reminder that no matter how high one may rise or how 
secure one may feel, divine justice prevails over human arrogance.

Verse Commentary on Obadiah 1:5 (KJV)

Text of the Verse “If thieves came to thee, if robbers by night, how art thou cut off! would they not 
have stolen till they had enough? if the grape-gatherers came to thee, would they not leave some 
grapes?”

Contextual Background Obadiah is a short book in the Old Testament that primarily addresses the 
nation of Edom. The Edomites were descendants of Esau, while Israel descended from Jacob. 
Historically, Edom had a contentious relationship with Israel, often taking advantage of Israel’s 
misfortunes. This verse is part of a prophecy that foretells the complete destruction of Edom as a 
consequence for their actions against Israel.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “If thieves came to thee”

• This phrase sets up a hypothetical scenario where typical thieves invade Edom. Thieves 
are known for stealing selectively—taking only what they desire and leaving behind 
what is less valuable or burdensome to carry. The implication here is that even in an act 
of theft, there is some level of restraint or selectivity.



2. “if robbers by night”

• The mention of “robbers by night” emphasizes stealth and surprise, common 
characteristics associated with burglary. Nighttime raids suggest an element of fear or 
vulnerability; however, it also highlights that even these robbers would not completely 
deplete their target.

3. “how art thou cut off!”

• This exclamation serves as both an accusation and a lamentation over Edom’s fate. The 
phrase “cut off” indicates total destruction and loss—Edom will not merely suffer losses 
but will be entirely eradicated as a nation.

4. “would they not have stolen till they had enough?”

• Here, the rhetorical question underscores the nature of typical theft: it has limits based 
on greed and practicality. Thieves generally take only what they can carry away without 
being caught; thus, this line contrasts sharply with the impending judgment upon Edom.

5. “if the grape-gatherers came to thee”

• Grape-gatherers represent agricultural workers who harvest crops but typically leave 
behind gleanings for the poor (as per Levitical law). This reference suggests that even 
those who gather grapes would show some mercy by leaving remnants for others.

6. “would they not leave some grapes?”

• This concluding rhetorical question reinforces the idea that even in acts driven by self-
interest (like harvesting), there exists an expectation of generosity or at least moderation 
in taking resources. However, this contrasts starkly with what is prophesied for Edom: 
complete desolation without any remnants left behind.

Thematic Implications The overarching theme in Obadiah 1:5 revolves around divine retribution and 
justice. The verse illustrates how Edom’s actions against Israel—taking advantage during times of 
distress—will lead to their own downfall where no mercy will be shown to them in return. It reflects a 
broader biblical principle found throughout scripture: nations reap what they sow (Galatians 6:7).

Edom’s anticipated fate serves as a warning about pride and betrayal among kinship ties; despite their 
fortified defenses and perceived security due to wealth and location, no earthly power can shield them 
from divine judgment.

Conclusion In summary, Obadiah 1:5 uses vivid imagery related to theft and agriculture to illustrate 
the totality of destruction awaiting Edom due to their treachery against Israel. The rhetorical questions 
highlight both the expected norms in human behavior regarding theft and harvesting while contrasting 
them with God’s impending judgment which leaves no room for mercy or preservation.

Verse Commentary on Obadiah 1:6 (KJV)

Text of the Verse: “How are the things of Esau searched out! how are his hidden things sought up!”

Contextual Background: The Book of Obadiah is a prophetic text that primarily addresses the nation 
of Edom, descendants of Esau, and their impending judgment due to their actions against Israel. This 



verse falls within a section that emphasizes the thoroughness of the coming judgment and destruction 
that will befall Edom. The prophecy serves as both a warning and a declaration of divine retribution for 
Edom’s pride and betrayal during Israel’s time of distress.

Analysis of Key Phrases:

1. “How are the things of Esau searched out!”

• The phrase begins with an exclamatory question, expressing amazement or incredulity at 
the extent to which Edom’s possessions will be scrutinized. The term “searched out” 
implies a meticulous investigation, suggesting that nothing belonging to Edom will 
escape attention. This reflects God’s omniscience and the inevitability of judgment; even 
what is hidden will be uncovered.

• The reference to “Esau” connects Edom directly to its ancestral figure, emphasizing their 
identity and legacy. It serves as a reminder of their historical enmity with Jacob (Israel) 
and highlights their current state as one marked by prideful arrogance.

2. “how are his hidden things sought up!”

• This continuation reinforces the idea that Edom has treasures or valuables concealed 
from view—likely in caves or other secure locations within their mountainous terrain. 
The use of “hidden things” indicates not only material wealth but also possibly secrets or 
strategies thought to be safe from discovery.

• The verb “sought up” suggests an active pursuit; it conveys urgency and determination 
on the part of those searching for these hidden treasures. This can be interpreted as a 
metaphor for divine judgment where God’s agents (the invaders) will thoroughly 
investigate every nook and cranny in search of what they desire.

Theological Implications: This verse encapsulates key theological themes present throughout 
Scripture regarding divine justice and retribution. It illustrates that no matter how fortified or seemingly 
secure one may feel, God’s judgment can penetrate all defenses. The imagery evokes a sense of 
inevitable downfall for those who oppose God’s people, reinforcing the notion that pride leads to 
destruction.

Historical Context: Historically, Edom was known for its strongholds in rocky terrains such as Petra, 
which were believed to be impregnable. However, this verse proclaims that even these seemingly 
secure places would not protect them from God’s judgment through foreign invaders (historically 
fulfilled by Babylon). The prophecy serves as both a warning to Edom about their false sense of 
security and an assurance to Israel that justice will prevail.

Conclusion: Obadiah 1:6 serves as a powerful reminder that no amount of earthly security can shield 
individuals or nations from divine scrutiny and judgment. It emphasizes God’s sovereignty over all 
nations and His commitment to justice, particularly concerning His covenant people.

Verse Commentary on Obadiah 1:7 (KJV)

Contextual Overview



The Book of Obadiah is a prophetic text that addresses the nation of Edom, condemning it for its pride 
and treachery against Israel. This verse, Obadiah 1:7, encapsulates the theme of betrayal among allies 
and the consequences of such actions. The Edomites had allied themselves with Babylon during the 
siege of Jerusalem, taking pleasure in the misfortunes of their brother nation.

Text of Obadiah 1:7 (KJV)

“All the men of thy confederacy have brought thee even to the border: the men that were at peace with 
thee have deceived thee, and prevailed against thee; they that eat thy bread have laid a wound under 
thee: there is none understanding in him.”

Detailed Analysis

1. “All the men of thy confederacy have brought thee even to the border:”

• This phrase indicates that all of Edom’s allies, those whom they trusted and formed 
alliances with, have turned against them. The term “confederacy” refers to a coalition or 
alliance. The imagery of being brought “even to the border” suggests that these allies 
have not only betrayed Edom but have also pushed them to a point of vulnerability—
essentially driving them out or cornering them into a position where escape is 
impossible. This reflects a profound sense of betrayal as those who were once 
considered friends now contribute to Edom’s downfall.

2. “the men that were at peace with thee have deceived thee, and prevailed against thee;”

• Here, Obadiah emphasizes that those who were supposed to be peaceful allies are now 
deceitful enemies. The phrase “have deceived thee” implies a calculated betrayal; these 
individuals feigned loyalty while plotting against Edom. The use of “prevailed against 
thee” indicates that this deception has led to their success in undermining Edom’s 
stability and security. It highlights how misplaced trust can lead to catastrophic 
consequences.

3. “they that eat thy bread have laid a wound under thee:”

• This line further illustrates the depth of betrayal by indicating that even those who 
shared meals with Edom—symbolizing friendship and hospitality—have conspired 
against them. The act of “eating bread” signifies intimacy and trust within relationships 
in ancient cultures. The phrase “have laid a wound under thee” uses metaphorical 
language to describe how these supposed friends set traps for Edom, leading to their 
injury or downfall. It suggests an insidious nature behind their actions, where close ties 
were exploited for treachery.

4. “there is none understanding in him.”

• This concluding statement reflects on Edom’s lack of discernment regarding their 
situation. The phrase indicates that despite being surrounded by deceitful allies and 
facing imminent danger, Edom remains oblivious or unable to comprehend their perilous 
state. This lack of understanding can be attributed to pride or overconfidence, which 
blinds them from recognizing their true circumstances and leads them toward 
destruction.



Theological Implications

This verse serves as a stark warning about the dangers inherent in misplaced trust and reliance on false 
alliances. It underscores themes such as betrayal among friends, the fragility of human relationships 
based on convenience rather than genuine loyalty, and divine judgment upon nations that act 
treacherously towards others—especially towards God’s chosen people.

Edom’s downfall serves as an example for other nations regarding accountability for actions taken 
against others, particularly when those actions stem from jealousy or malice rather than righteousness.

Conclusion

Obadiah 1:7 poignantly captures the essence of betrayal through vivid imagery and powerful language, 
illustrating how alliances can turn into traps when built on insincerity rather than true friendship.

Verse Commentary on Obadiah 1:8 (KJV)

Text of the Verse: “Shall I not in that day even destroy the wise men out of Edom, and understanding 
out of the mount of Esau?”

Contextual Background: The Book of Obadiah is a prophetic text that primarily addresses the nation 
of Edom, descendants of Esau, who is Jacob’s brother. This prophecy emerges against the backdrop of 
Edom’s historical animosity towards Israel (Jacob’s descendants). The Edomites had taken advantage 
of Israel’s misfortunes, particularly during the Babylonian conquest. The prophecy serves as both a 
warning and a declaration of judgment against Edom for their pride and violence against God’s people.

Analysis of Key Phrases:

1. “Shall I not in that day”:

• This phrase introduces a rhetorical question that emphasizes certainty. The “day” 
referred to is often interpreted as a time of divine judgment or calamity when God will 
act decisively against Edom. It indicates an impending moment when God’s justice will 
be executed.

2. “even destroy the wise men out of Edom”:

• The term “wise men” refers to those who are considered knowledgeable and prudent, 
likely including political leaders and advisors who were thought to possess insight into 
governance and military strategy. The destruction signifies not just physical demise but 
also a loss of wisdom and counsel necessary for survival. This reflects a broader biblical 
theme where human wisdom is rendered futile in the face of divine intervention (see 
Isaiah 19:11-12).

3. “and understanding out of the mount of Esau?”:

• “Understanding” complements “wise men,” suggesting a comprehensive loss of 
discernment among Edomite leaders. The “mountain of Esau,” or “mount Seir,” 
symbolizes both geographical location and metaphorical security; it was believed that 



their mountainous terrain provided them with strength and safety. However, this verse 
proclaims that even this perceived strength will not protect them from God’s judgment.

Theological Implications: This verse underscores several theological principles:

• Divine Sovereignty: God asserts His authority over nations, demonstrating that no amount of 
human wisdom can thwart His plans.

• Judgment Against Pride: Edom’s arrogance, stemming from their geographical advantages 
and perceived wisdom, leads to their downfall. This serves as a warning against self-reliance 
apart from God.

• Consequences for Actions: The destruction foretold is directly tied to Edom’s actions against 
Israel, illustrating the principle that nations will be held accountable for their treatment of God’s 
people.

Historical Fulfillment: Historically, this prophecy aligns with events where Edom faced invasions and 
ultimately fell into desolation as described in later texts like Malachi 1:3-4. Their reliance on alliances 
proved futile when they were betrayed by allies such as the Nabateans.

Conclusion: Obadiah 1:8 serves as a powerful reminder that human wisdom is limited and can be 
rendered ineffective by divine decree. It illustrates how pride can lead to downfall and emphasizes 
God’s ultimate control over history.

Verse Commentary on Obadiah 1:9 (KJV)

Text of the Verse: “And thy mighty men, O Teman, shall be dismayed, to the end that every one of the 
mount of Esau may be cut off by slaughter.”

Contextual Background: The Book of Obadiah is a prophetic text in the Old Testament that primarily 
addresses the nation of Edom. The Edomites, descendants of Esau, are condemned for their violence 
against their brother nation, Israel (descendants of Jacob). This verse falls within a section that outlines 
God’s judgment against Edom for its pride and betrayal during Israel’s time of distress.

Analysis of Key Phrases:

1. “Thy mighty men, O Teman”:

• Teman refers to a region or city in Edom known for its wise men and warriors. The 
mention of “mighty men” indicates the strength and military prowess that Edom prided 
itself on. However, this strength will not save them from divine judgment. The term 
“mighty men” can also imply those who are considered valiant or courageous in battle.

2. “Shall be dismayed”:

• The word “dismayed” suggests a state of panic or fear. This indicates a significant 
reversal from confidence to terror among Edom’s warriors. It highlights that despite their 
previous arrogance and reliance on their military capabilities, they will face 
overwhelming fear when God’s judgment is executed.

3. “To the end that every one”:



• This phrase introduces the purpose behind their dismay. It emphasizes that God’s 
intention is total destruction; no one will escape His judgment. The use of “every one” 
underscores the completeness of this prophecy—there will be no survivors among those 
who oppose God’s plan.

4. “Of the mount of Esau”:

• “Mount of Esau” symbolizes Edom itself, as it was located in mountainous terrain which 
they believed provided them with security against invaders. This phrase reinforces the 
idea that even their geographical advantages will not protect them from divine 
retribution.

5. “May be cut off by slaughter”:

• The term “cut off” implies a complete annihilation or removal from existence, indicating 
severe punishment for their actions against Israel. The phrase “by slaughter” suggests 
violent death as a means through which this judgment will occur. It reflects both 
physical destruction and spiritual consequences for their sins.

Theological Implications: This verse serves as a stark reminder of God’s sovereignty over nations and 
His ability to bring down those who oppose Him, regardless of their perceived strength or wisdom. It 
illustrates themes such as divine justice, accountability for actions against others (especially fellow 
believers), and the ultimate futility of human pride when standing against God’s purposes.

Historical Fulfillment: Historically, Edom faced destruction at various points in history due to 
invasions by neighboring powers such as Babylon under Nebuchadnezzar and later by other empires 
like Rome. This prophecy was fulfilled as Edom was eventually conquered and ceased to exist as an 
independent nation.

Conclusion: Obadiah 1:9 encapsulates a powerful message about divine judgment against prideful 
nations and serves as a warning about the consequences of betrayal and violence against one’s own kin.

Verse Commentary on Obadiah 1:10 (KJV)

Contextual Background

The Book of Obadiah is the shortest book in the Old Testament, consisting of only one chapter. It 
primarily addresses the nation of Edom, descendants of Esau, and their relationship with Israel, 
descendants of Jacob. The historical context is crucial for understanding this verse, as it reflects a time 
when Edom had acted treacherously against Israel during a period of crisis, particularly during the 
Babylonian invasion that led to the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BC.

Text of Obadiah 1:10 (KJV)

“For thy violence against thy brother Jacob shame shall cover thee, and thou shalt be cut off for ever.”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “For thy violence against thy brother Jacob”

• The term “violence” here refers to acts of aggression and hostility that Edom displayed 
towards Israel. This is significant because it underscores the moral gravity of Edom’s 



actions; they are not merely enemies but are acting violently against their own kin. The 
use of “brother Jacob” invokes the familial relationship between the two nations, 
emphasizing that they share a common ancestry through Isaac and Abraham. This 
familial bond heightens the severity of Edom’s betrayal.

2. “Shame shall cover thee”

• The phrase “shame shall cover thee” indicates a profound sense of disgrace that will 
befall Edom as a consequence of their actions. In biblical literature, shame often 
signifies not just personal embarrassment but also divine judgment and social 
humiliation. This shame is prophetic in nature; it foretells that Edom will face 
repercussions for their violent deeds against Israel.

3. “And thou shalt be cut off for ever.”

• The declaration that Edom will be “cut off for ever” serves as a stark warning about their 
impending doom. Being “cut off” implies complete destruction or removal from 
existence, which in this context refers to both physical annihilation and loss of identity 
as a people. This prophecy reflects the ultimate fate that awaits those who act unjustly 
against God’s chosen people.

Theological Implications

This verse encapsulates several theological themes prevalent throughout scripture:

• Divine Justice: The principle that God will hold nations accountable for their actions is central 
to this passage. Edom’s violence against Israel does not go unnoticed by God; rather, it sets into 
motion divine retribution.

• Brotherhood and Betrayal: The familial ties between Jacob (Israel) and Esau (Edom) 
highlight themes of loyalty and betrayal within relationships. Edom’s failure to act as a 
supportive brother during Israel’s time of need illustrates a broader moral lesson about 
community responsibility.

• Prophetic Judgment: Obadiah serves as a prophetic voice warning not only Edom but also 
other nations about the consequences of pride and hostility towards God’s people.

Historical Context

Historically, this verse reflects real events where Edom took advantage of Israel’s misfortunes during 
invasions by Babylonian forces. Instead of aiding their kin, they participated in looting and oppression, 
which ultimately led to their downfall as prophesied by Obadiah.

Conclusion

Obadiah 1:10 serves as both a historical account and a prophetic warning regarding the consequences 
faced by nations that act violently against others—especially those with whom they share deep-rooted 
connections. It emphasizes themes such as divine justice, familial loyalty, and the inevitable 
repercussions that arise from betrayal.



Verse Commentary on Obadiah 1:11 (KJV)

Text of the Verse “11 In the day that thou stoodest on the other side, in the day that strangers carried 
away his substance, and foreigners entered into his gates, and cast lots upon Jerusalem, even thou wast 
as one of them.”

Contextual Background The Book of Obadiah is a prophetic text that primarily addresses the nation 
of Edom and its relationship with Israel. It is one of the shortest books in the Old Testament, consisting 
of only one chapter. The prophecy is set against the backdrop of Jerusalem’s destruction by foreign 
invaders, specifically the Babylonians. Edom, being a neighboring nation to Judah, had a historical 
connection to Israel through their shared ancestry from Isaac and Abraham.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “In the day that thou stoodest on the other side”

• This phrase indicates a moment of betrayal. The term “stoodest on the other side” 
suggests that Edom did not take a neutral stance during Jerusalem’s crisis; rather, they 
sided with Judah’s enemies. This reflects a lack of brotherly support during a time when 
help was needed most. The implication here is that instead of aiding their kin, Edom 
chose to observe or even assist in their downfall.

2. “in the day that strangers carried away his substance”

• The “strangers” refer to foreign invaders who attacked Jerusalem and plundered its 
wealth. The term “substance” encompasses not just material possessions but also 
includes people and cultural heritage. This highlights the severity of Jerusalem’s plight 
as it faced devastation at the hands of those who were not part of God’s covenant 
community.

3. “and foreigners entered into his gates”

• The imagery here conveys an invasion where outsiders breached Jerusalem’s defenses 
and entered its city gates—symbols of security and identity for its inhabitants. This 
invasion signifies not only physical conquest but also spiritual and cultural desecration.

4. “and cast lots upon Jerusalem”

• Casting lots was a common practice in ancient times used to divide spoils among victors 
after a battle or siege. This act illustrates how completely defeated Jerusalem was; its 
captors were now treating it as mere property to be divided among themselves without 
regard for its former glory or significance.

5. “even thou wast as one of them.”

• This concluding statement serves as an indictment against Edom for their complicity in 
Judah’s suffering. By aligning themselves with those who attacked Jerusalem, Edom 
became indistinguishable from them in terms of guilt and moral responsibility.

Theological Implications Obadiah 1:11 serves as a stark reminder about loyalty and betrayal among 
nations, especially those with familial ties such as Israel and Edom. It underscores themes such as 



divine justice—where God holds nations accountable for their actions against His people—and 
emphasizes that indifference or active participation in wrongdoing can lead to severe consequences.

Historical Context Historically, this verse reflects events surrounding the Babylonian conquest around 
586 B.C., when many Judeans were taken captive, and their city was laid waste. Edom’s actions during 
this time are viewed unfavorably within biblical texts because they did not aid their fellow Israelites but 
instead took advantage of their misfortune.

Conclusion Obadiah 1:11 encapsulates critical themes regarding betrayal, accountability, and divine 
judgment within inter-national relationships among ancient peoples. It serves both as a historical 
account and a moral lesson about standing up for one’s kin in times of distress rather than siding with 
oppressors.

Verse Commentary on Obadiah 1:12 (KJV)

Contextual Background

The Book of Obadiah is a prophetic text in the Old Testament that addresses the nation of Edom, which 
is condemned for its actions against Israel during a time of crisis. The prophecy is set against the 
backdrop of the Babylonian invasion of Jerusalem, which occurred around 586 B.C. This context is 
crucial for understanding the significance of Obadiah’s message and the specific accusations leveled 
against Edom.

Text of Obadiah 1:12 (KJV)

“But thou shouldest not have looked on the day of thy brother in the day that he became a 
stranger; neither shouldest thou have rejoiced over the children of Judah in the day of their 
destruction; neither shouldest thou have spoken proudly in the day of distress.“

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “But thou shouldest not have looked on the day of thy brother”

• This phrase highlights Edom’s failure to show compassion towards Israel, referred to as 
“thy brother.” The term “brother” signifies their shared ancestry, tracing back to Isaac 
and Rebekah’s sons, Esau (the ancestor of Edom) and Jacob (the ancestor of Israel). The 
use of “looked on” implies not just passive observation but an active engagement with 
malice or indifference towards Israel’s suffering.

2. “in the day that he became a stranger”

• The reference to Israel becoming a “stranger” indicates a state of vulnerability and 
alienation, particularly during their conquest by Babylon. This phrase suggests that 
instead of offering help, Edom stood by as Israel was attacked and displaced from their 
homeland.

3. “neither shouldest thou have rejoiced over the children of Judah in the day of their 
destruction”



• Here, Obadiah condemns Edom for taking pleasure in Judah’s misfortunes. The act of 
rejoicing over another’s calamity reflects deep-seated animosity and betrayal, especially 
given that both nations share familial ties. This rejoicing is seen as an affront to God’s 
covenant people.

4. “neither shouldest thou have spoken proudly in the day of distress.”

• The final part emphasizes arrogance and pride during a time when humility and support 
were needed. Speaking “proudly” suggests that Edom not only failed to assist but also 
mocked or belittled Judah during its suffering. This attitude reveals a heart filled with 
contempt rather than empathy.

Literary Techniques

Obadiah employs strong negative imperatives throughout this verse, which serve as both condemnation 
and exhortation. By stating what Edom “shouldest not have done,” he underscores their moral failures 
while simultaneously calling them to reflect on their actions. This technique creates a sense of urgency 
and accountability for past behaviors that are now being judged by God.

Theological Implications

The theological implications are profound; this passage illustrates God’s concern for justice among 
nations, especially those related by bloodlines such as Edom and Israel. It serves as a reminder that 
God holds individuals accountable for their actions toward others, particularly in times when they are 
most vulnerable.

Furthermore, it reflects broader themes found throughout Scripture regarding mercy, compassion, and 
justice—principles that transcend national boundaries and familial ties.

Conclusion

In summary, Obadiah 1:12 serves as a poignant reminder about the responsibilities inherent in 
relationships—especially those grounded in kinship—and warns against gloating over others’ 
misfortunes. It calls for introspection regarding how one responds to another’s suffering and 
emphasizes God’s judgment upon those who fail to act justly.

Verse Commentary on Obadiah 1:13 (KJV)

Contextual Background

The Book of Obadiah is a prophetic text in the Old Testament that addresses the nation of Edom, which 
descended from Esau, and its relationship with Israel, the descendants of Jacob. The prophecy is set 
against the backdrop of the Babylonian conquest of Jerusalem in 586 BC. Edom’s actions during this 
time are central to Obadiah’s message, as they reflect a deep-seated animosity towards their Israelite 
brethren.



Text of Obadiah 1:13 (KJV)

“Thou shouldest not have entered into the gate of my people in the day of their calamity; yea, thou 
shouldest not have looked on their affliction in the day of their calamity, nor laid hands on their 
substance in the day of their calamity.”

Detailed Analysis

1. “Thou shouldest not have entered into the gate of my people in the day of their calamity;”

This opening phrase serves as a strong condemnation directed at Edom for its actions during a 
critical moment for Israel. The “gate” symbolizes both a physical and metaphorical entry point 
into Jerusalem, representing access to the heart and life of God’s people. By entering this gate 
during a time when Israel was suffering greatly—specifically during an invasion—Edom is 
portrayed as taking advantage of Israel’s vulnerability rather than offering support or assistance. 
This act signifies betrayal, as Edom was expected to act as a brotherly nation but instead chose 
to align with those who were oppressing Israel.

2. “yea, thou shouldest not have looked on their affliction in the day of their calamity,”

Here, Obadiah emphasizes that merely observing or taking pleasure in Israel’s suffering was 
unacceptable. The repetition of “in the day of their calamity” underscores the severity and 
urgency of Israel’s plight. To “look on their affliction” implies not just passive observation but 
an active engagement in malicious glee over another’s misfortune. This reflects a profound 
moral failing; rather than empathizing with those who were suffering, Edom reveled in it.

3. “nor laid hands on their substance in the day of their calamity.”

The final part of this verse escalates Edom’s culpability by accusing them not only of watching 
but also actively participating in plundering what belonged to Israel. “Laid hands on their 
substance” indicates theft and exploitation during a time when Israelites were most vulnerable. 
This action is particularly heinous because it demonstrates an utter disregard for kinship ties and 
ethical behavior expected among nations related by blood.

Thematic Implications

Obadiah 1:13 encapsulates themes such as betrayal, moral responsibility among nations, and divine 
justice. It highlights how Edom’s actions reflect deeper issues regarding loyalty and compassion within 
familial relationships—especially between nations that share common ancestry. The verse serves as 
both a historical indictment against Edom and a timeless warning about how one should respond to 
others’ suffering.

Conclusion

In summary, Obadiah 1:13 presents a powerful denunciation against Edom for its failure to uphold 
moral obligations towards its brother nation during a time of crisis. The verse illustrates how actions 
taken during moments of vulnerability can lead to severe consequences—not only for those who suffer 
but also for those who exploit such situations.



Verse Commentary on Obadiah 1:14 (KJV)

Introduction to Obadiah 1:14

Obadiah is the shortest book in the Old Testament, consisting of only one chapter. It primarily 
addresses the nation of Edom and its actions against Israel during a time of calamity. The verse in 
question, Obadiah 1:14, serves as a critical warning against the sins committed by Edom during the fall 
of Jerusalem.

Text of Obadiah 1:14 (KJV)

“Neither shouldest thou have stood in the crossway, to cut off those of his that did escape; neither 
shouldest thou have delivered up those of his that did remain in the day of distress.”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Neither shouldest thou have stood in the crossway”

• This phrase indicates a deliberate action taken by the Edomites. The term “crossway” 
refers to a place where paths intersect, symbolizing a strategic point where they could 
intercept fleeing individuals. By standing there, they positioned themselves to block 
escape routes for those trying to flee from their enemies.

2. “to cut off those of his that did escape”

• The phrase “cut off” implies an aggressive act aimed at preventing escape. This reflects 
not only physical obstruction but also an intent to harm or capture those who were 
vulnerable. The use of “those of his” suggests that these individuals were fellow 
Israelites or kin, emphasizing the betrayal involved in Edom’s actions.

3. “neither shouldest thou have delivered up those of his that did remain”

• Here, “delivered up” indicates betrayal and complicity with enemy forces. The Edomites 
are accused not just of passively observing but actively participating in handing over 
survivors to their oppressors. This act is portrayed as particularly heinous because it 
involves turning against one’s own people during their time of need.

4. “in the day of distress”

• This phrase contextualizes the actions within a specific timeframe—during a moment 
when Jerusalem was under siege and its inhabitants were suffering greatly. It 
underscores the gravity and moral implications of Edom’s behavior; rather than offering 
help or refuge, they chose to exploit a moment of weakness.

Theological Implications

Obadiah 1:14 serves as a powerful indictment against Edom for its lack of compassion and solidarity 
with Israel during a time when they were most vulnerable. Theologically, this verse highlights themes 
such as:



• Betrayal Among Kin: The relationship between Israel and Edom is complex; both nations 
share ancestry through Jacob and Esau. Thus, Edom’s actions are seen as not just political but 
deeply personal.

• Divine Justice: This verse foreshadows God’s judgment upon Edom for their cruelty and 
betrayal. Throughout scripture, God expresses concern for justice and mercy towards His 
people, making Edom’s actions particularly egregious.

• Moral Responsibility: There is an implicit call for moral responsibility among nations and 
individuals alike—when faced with injustice or suffering inflicted upon others, one has an 
obligation to act righteously rather than opportunistically.

Conclusion

In summary, Obadiah 1:14 encapsulates a profound moral lesson about loyalty, compassion, and justice 
within human relationships—especially among those who share common heritage or faith. It serves as 
both historical commentary on past events involving Edom’s betrayal during Jerusalem’s fall and 
timeless guidance on how we ought to respond to others’ suffering.

Verse Commentary on Obadiah 1:15 (KJV)

Text of Obadiah 1:15 (KJV)
“For the day of the Lord is near upon all the heathen: as thou hast done, it shall be done unto thee: thy 
reward shall return upon thine own head.”

Contextual Background
The Book of Obadiah is a prophetic text that primarily addresses the nation of Edom and its actions 
against Israel during a time of crisis. The prophecy serves as a warning not only to Edom but also to all 
nations that oppose God and His people. The “day of the Lord” is a significant theme throughout the 
Old Testament, often associated with divine judgment and retribution.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “For the day of the Lord is near upon all the heathen:”
This phrase introduces the concept of imminent judgment. The term “day of the Lord” signifies 
a time when God will intervene in human affairs, bringing justice to those who have acted 
unjustly. Here, it emphasizes that this judgment is not limited to Edom alone but extends to all 
nations (“heathen”) that have opposed God’s will. The use of “near” indicates urgency; it 
suggests that God’s judgment is approaching quickly and cannot be avoided.

2. “as thou hast done, it shall be done unto thee:”
This part reflects the principle of retributive justice, which is a common biblical theme where 
actions have consequences. It echoes similar sentiments found in other scriptures such as 
Galatians 6:7, which states, “For whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” In this 
context, Edom’s past actions—specifically their violence and mockery towards Israel—will 
return upon them in kind. This reinforces the idea that those who harm others will ultimately 
face harm themselves.



3. “thy reward shall return upon thine own head:”
The term “reward” here can be understood as both punishment for wrongdoing and recognition 
for one’s deeds. It implies that Edom’s malicious actions will not go unpunished; instead, they 
will experience consequences directly related to their behavior towards Israel. The phrase “upon 
thine own head” suggests personal accountability; each individual or nation must bear the 
weight of their actions.

Theological Implications
Obadiah 1:15 serves as a stark reminder of God’s sovereignty over nations and His commitment to 
justice. It illustrates how divine retribution operates within God’s moral order—those who celebrate 
injustice or take pleasure in others’ suffering will find themselves facing similar fates. This verse 
encapsulates a broader theological truth about God’s character: He is just and will hold all nations 
accountable for their actions.

Furthermore, this passage has eschatological implications as well; while it specifically addresses 
Edom’s fate following their betrayal during Israel’s distress, it also points toward a future reckoning for 
all nations at the end times when God will judge humanity collectively.

Conclusion
In summary, Obadiah 1:15 encapsulates key themes of divine judgment and retribution against those 
who act wickedly towards God’s people. It serves both as a warning to Edom and an assurance to Israel 
that God sees injustice and will act accordingly.

Verse Commentary on Obadiah 1:16 (KJV)

Text of the Verse
The King James Version (KJV) of Obadiah 1:16 states:
“For as ye have drunk upon my holy mountain, so shall all the nations drink continually; yea, they shall 
drink, and swallow down, and they shall be as though they had not been.”

Contextual Background
Obadiah is a short prophetic book in the Old Testament that primarily addresses the nation of Edom. 
The prophecy is set against the backdrop of Edom’s actions during the Babylonian conquest of 
Jerusalem. The Edomites, descendants of Esau, are condemned for their violent behavior towards their 
brother nation, Israel (descendants of Jacob). This verse encapsulates God’s judgment against Edom 
and serves as a warning to all nations that oppose His people.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “For as ye have drunk upon my holy mountain”
This phrase refers to the actions of the Edomites who celebrated their perceived victory over 
Jerusalem by engaging in revelry on Mount Zion, which is considered God’s holy mountain. 
The act of “drinking” symbolizes indulgence in sin and excess, particularly in the context of 
celebrating another’s downfall. It reflects a profound disrespect for God’s sanctity and His 
chosen people.



2. “so shall all the nations drink continually”
Here, God declares that just as Edom has indulged in sinful revelry at His expense, so too will 
all nations face divine retribution. The term “drink continually” suggests an ongoing 
punishment or suffering that these nations will experience as a consequence of their actions 
against God’s people. This indicates that divine justice is inevitable and will be meted out to 
those who oppose God.

3. “yea, they shall drink, and swallow down”
The repetition emphasizes the severity and completeness of this judgment. To “swallow down” 
implies not only drinking but also consuming fully what has been given to them—likely 
referring to God’s wrath or judgment. This imagery evokes a sense of overwhelming 
consequence that cannot be escaped.

4. “and they shall be as though they had not been.”
This final phrase conveys a powerful message about annihilation or total destruction. It suggests 
that those who oppose God will ultimately face such severe consequences that their existence 
will seem erased from memory or history. This reflects a theme found throughout scripture 
where opposition to God leads to ultimate ruin.

Theological Implications
This verse underscores several theological themes:

• Divine Justice: It illustrates how God holds nations accountable for their actions against His 
people.

• Consequences of Sin: The imagery used highlights that indulgence in sin leads to dire 
consequences—not just for individuals but for entire nations.

• God’s Sovereignty: The passage reinforces the idea that God is sovereign over history and will 
execute judgment according to His divine plan.

Conclusion
Obadiah 1:16 serves as both a warning and a promise regarding God’s justice towards those who 
rejoice in wrongdoing against His chosen people. It encapsulates the broader narrative within scripture 
regarding divine retribution and restoration.

Verse Commentary on Obadiah 1:17 (KJV)

Introduction to Obadiah 1:17

Obadiah is the shortest book in the Old Testament, consisting of only one chapter. It primarily 
addresses the nation of Edom and its impending judgment due to its pride and violence against Israel. 
The verse in question, Obadiah 1:17, serves as a pivotal point in the prophecy, highlighting the 
restoration of Israel and the establishment of God’s kingdom.

Text of Obadiah 1:17 (KJV)

“But upon mount Zion shall be deliverance, and there shall be holiness; and the house of Jacob shall 
possess their possessions.”



Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “But upon mount Zion shall be deliverance”

• The term “mount Zion” symbolizes Jerusalem and represents a place of refuge and 
divine presence. In biblical literature, Zion is often associated with God’s chosen people 
and His covenant with them. The phrase indicates that despite the calamities faced by 
Israel, there will be a future deliverance. This deliverance is not merely physical but also 
spiritual, suggesting that God will save His people from their enemies and restore them 
to their rightful place.

2. “and there shall be holiness;”

• Holiness here refers to being set apart for God’s purposes. The restoration mentioned in 
this verse implies that those who inhabit Zion will embody holiness, reflecting God’s 
character. This aspect emphasizes that the community restored will not only return to 
their land but will also live according to God’s standards, thus fulfilling their role as a 
light to other nations.

3. “and the house of Jacob shall possess their possessions.”

• “The house of Jacob” is a reference to the descendants of Jacob (Israel), encompassing 
all twelve tribes. This phrase signifies that Israel will reclaim what was lost during times 
of exile and oppression. The term “possess their possessions” suggests both a physical 
reclaiming of land and an inheritance of blessings promised by God. It indicates a 
reversal of fortunes where those who were once dispossessed will now enjoy abundance.

Theological Implications

• Divine Justice and Mercy: This verse encapsulates a key theme in biblical theology—the 
balance between divine justice against sin (as seen in Edom’s fate) and mercy towards those 
who repent or are faithful (the remnant of Israel). It reassures believers that God does not 
abandon His people even when they face dire circumstances.

• Eschatological Hope: The promise contained within this verse extends beyond immediate 
historical context into eschatological implications—pointing towards a future fulfillment where 
God’s kingdom is fully realized on earth as it is in heaven.

• Restoration Narrative: The imagery used here reflects a broader narrative found throughout 
Scripture regarding restoration after judgment. It aligns with prophetic themes found in books 
like Isaiah and Jeremiah, which speak about hope for Israel’s future.

Conclusion

Obadiah 1:17 serves as a powerful reminder of God’s faithfulness to His covenant people amidst 
adversity. It speaks not only to historical events concerning Edom and Israel but also resonates with 
contemporary believers who seek assurance in God’s promises for redemption and restoration.



Verse Commentary on Obadiah 1:18 (KJV)

Text of Obadiah 1:18 (KJV)
“And the house of Jacob shall be a fire, and the house of Joseph a flame, and the house of Esau for 
stubble, and they shall burn among them, and devour them; and there shall not be any remaining to the 
house of Esau; for the LORD hath spoken it.”

Contextual Background
The Book of Obadiah is one of the shortest books in the Old Testament, consisting of only one chapter. 
It primarily addresses the nation of Edom and its relationship with Israel. The historical context 
involves the aftermath of Jerusalem’s destruction by Babylon and Edom’s role in celebrating this 
calamity. This verse serves as a prophetic declaration concerning the fate of Edom in contrast to Israel.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “the house of Jacob shall be a fire”
The term “house of Jacob” refers to the people of Israel, specifically those from the southern 
kingdom (Judah). The imagery of fire suggests strength, power, and divine judgment. Fire is 
often used in biblical literature to symbolize purification or destruction. Here, it indicates that 
Judah will rise in power after their return from exile.

2. “and the house of Joseph a flame”
“The house of Joseph” typically represents the northern kingdom (Ephraim). By describing it as 
a “flame,” this phrase reinforces the idea that both kingdoms—Judah and Ephraim—will unite 
and become powerful forces against their enemies. The flames signify an intensity that 
complements the fire associated with Jacob.

3. “and the house of Esau for stubble”
In contrast to Israel’s fiery imagery, “the house of Esau,” which represents Edom, is described 
as “stubble.” Stubble refers to dry plant material left after harvesting; it is easily consumed by 
fire. This stark contrast emphasizes Edom’s vulnerability and impending destruction at the 
hands of Israel.

4. “and they shall burn among them, and devour them;”
This phrase indicates that Israel will not only defeat Edom but will also consume its resources 
or remnants completely. The use of “burn” here continues with the theme established earlier—
Israel’s overwhelming power will lead to total annihilation for Edom.

5. “and there shall not be any remaining to the house of Esau;”
This statement underscores complete destruction. It conveys God’s judgment against Edom for 
its actions against Israel, particularly during times when Israel was vulnerable. The phrase 
implies that no survivors will remain from Edom’s lineage or nation.

6. “for the LORD hath spoken it.”
This concluding clause emphasizes divine authority behind this prophecy. It assures readers that 
this declaration is not merely a human prediction but rather a definitive word from God 
Himself, reinforcing its certainty.



Theological Implications
Obadiah 1:18 serves as both a warning and an assurance: it warns nations like Edom about divine 
retribution for their actions against God’s chosen people while assuring Israel that they will ultimately 
prevail through God’s intervention. This passage reflects themes common throughout prophetic 
literature regarding justice, restoration, and God’s sovereignty over history.

In summary, Obadiah 1:18 vividly contrasts Israel’s future glory with Edom’s impending doom using 
powerful imagery rooted in fire and destruction. It encapsulates key theological themes such as 
judgment against oppressors and hope for restoration among God’s people.

Verse Commentary on Obadiah 1:19 (KJV)

Text of Obadiah 1:19 (KJV)
“And they of the south shall possess the mount of Esau; and they of the plain the Philistines: and they 
shall possess the fields of Ephraim, and the fields of Samaria; and Benjamin shall possess Gilead.”

Contextual Background
The Book of Obadiah is a prophetic text that primarily addresses the nation of Edom, which descended 
from Esau, Jacob’s brother. The prophecy is set against the backdrop of Israel’s suffering due to foreign 
invasions, particularly by Babylon. This verse is part of a larger narrative that speaks to the restoration 
and future prosperity of Israel after their exile.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “And they of the south shall possess the mount of Esau;”
The phrase “they of the south” refers to those from Judah who inhabit the southern regions, 
particularly around Edom. The “mount of Esau” symbolizes Edom itself, which was known for 
its mountainous terrain. This indicates a reversal of fortunes where Judah will reclaim territory 
that once belonged to Edom, fulfilling God’s promise to restore His people.

2. “and they of the plain the Philistines:”
Here, “they of the plain” likely refers to those living in lower-lying areas or coastal regions 
adjacent to Judah. The Philistines were traditional enemies of Israel, occupying territories along 
the Mediterranean coast. This statement suggests that not only will Judah expand into Edomite 
territory but also reclaim land from their historical adversaries, indicating a significant shift in 
power dynamics.

3. “and they shall possess the fields of Ephraim, and the fields of Samaria;”
Ephraim represents one of the leading tribes in northern Israel, while Samaria was its capital 
city. By stating that “they shall possess,” it emphasizes that Judah will regain control over these 
important regions that had been lost during previous conquests and divisions among tribes. This 
reflects a unification and restoration process for Israel as a whole.

4. “and Benjamin shall possess Gilead.”
Benjamin was one of the smaller tribes located just north of Judah. Gilead refers to a region east 
of Jordan historically associated with tribes like Reuben and Gad. By including Benjamin in this 



restoration narrative, it highlights that all remnants of Israel will partake in this divine promise, 
reclaiming lands previously held by other tribes.

Theological Implications
This verse encapsulates themes central to prophetic literature: judgment against enemies (Edom and 
Philistia) and hope for restoration for God’s chosen people (Judah and Benjamin). It underscores God’s 
sovereignty over nations and His ability to fulfill promises made to His people despite their current 
circumstances.

The imagery used here serves as both a warning to those who oppose God’s people (like Edom) and an 
encouragement for those who remain faithful (the Israelites). It illustrates how God’s plan encompasses 
not just individual tribes but all His people collectively.

Conclusion
Obadiah 1:19 serves as a powerful reminder that through divine intervention, there is hope for 
restoration even after periods of great suffering and loss. The prophecy assures that God’s covenant 
with Israel remains intact, promising them not only recovery but also expansion into lands once 
dominated by their enemies.

Verse Commentary on Obadiah 1:20 (KJV)

Contextual Overview

The Book of Obadiah is the shortest book in the Old Testament, consisting of only one chapter. It 
primarily addresses the nation of Edom and its role in the destruction of Jerusalem. The overarching 
theme is one of judgment against Edom for its pride and violence against Israel, as well as a promise of 
restoration for Israel. In verse 20, the prophet speaks about the future restoration of Israel and the return 
of captives from various regions.

Text Analysis

The verse reads: “And the captives of this host of the children of Israel, that are among the Canaanites, 
shall possess even unto Zarephath; and the captives of Jerusalem, that are in Sepharad, shall possess the 
cities of the South.”

1. “And the captives of this host of the children of Israel”

• This phrase refers to those Israelites who have been taken captive by foreign nations. 
The term “host” indicates a large group or army, suggesting that these captives represent 
a significant portion of Israel’s population that has suffered exile due to conquest.

2. “that are among the Canaanites”

• Here, “Canaanites” likely refers to those living in what was once Canaan, encompassing 
areas around modern-day Lebanon and parts of Syria and Palestine. The mention implies 
that some Israelites were held captive within territories historically associated with their 
ancient enemies.

3. “shall possess even unto Zarephath;”



• Zarephath (also known as Sarepta) was a Phoenician city located near Sidon on the 
Mediterranean coast. Its mention signifies a geographical boundary that extends into 
enemy territory where Israelites will reclaim their heritage. The use of “possess” 
indicates not just return but also ownership and restoration to their rightful place.

4. “and the captives of Jerusalem,”

• This part specifically identifies those who were taken from Jerusalem during various 
conquests, particularly by Babylon and later by other empires. It emphasizes a 
distinction between different groups of captives—those from broader Israelite territories 
versus those specifically from Jerusalem.

5. “that are in Sepharad,”

• Sepharad is often interpreted as referring to a region associated with Jewish exiles; 
interpretations vary widely but may include locations near modern Turkey or Spain. This 
term encapsulates a broader diaspora experience where Jews found themselves scattered 
across different lands.

6. “shall possess the cities of the South.”

• The “cities of the South” likely refer to regions southward from Jerusalem, possibly 
including areas like Edom or parts further into southern Judah. This promise reinforces 
God’s intention to restore His people not only spiritually but also physically by granting 
them land previously occupied by their oppressors.

Theological Implications

This verse encapsulates themes central to prophetic literature: judgment against oppressors (in this 
case, Edom) and hope for restoration for God’s people. It reflects God’s sovereignty over history—
despite current circumstances where Israel appears defeated and scattered, there is an assurance that 
they will reclaim their land and identity.

The promise made here serves as a reminder that God’s covenant with Israel remains intact despite 
their disobedience and suffering; He will ultimately fulfill His promises regarding their restoration and 
possession over lands once lost.

Conclusion

Obadiah 1:20 serves as both a warning to nations like Edom who take pleasure in oppression and a 
beacon of hope for those who suffer injustice. It highlights God’s faithfulness in restoring His people 
while asserting His authority over all nations.

Verse Commentary on Obadiah 1:21

Text of Obadiah 1:21 (KJV)
“And saviours shall come up on mount Zion to judge the mount of Esau; and the kingdom shall be the 
Lord’s.”



Contextual Background
The Book of Obadiah is the shortest book in the Old Testament, consisting of only one chapter. It 
primarily addresses the nation of Edom, descendants of Esau, and their actions against Israel, 
descendants of Jacob. The prophecy reflects a time when Edom rejoiced over Israel’s misfortunes and 
highlights God’s impending judgment against Edom for their pride and violence.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “And saviours shall come up on mount Zion”
This phrase indicates a future restoration and deliverance for Israel. The term “saviours” can 
refer to leaders or deliverers raised by God to restore His people. In a broader theological 
context, this can also be interpreted as a foreshadowing of Christ and His followers who will 
ultimately bring salvation. Mount Zion symbolizes Jerusalem, representing not just a 
geographical location but also the spiritual heart of God’s covenant with His people.

2. “to judge the mount of Esau;”
The “mount of Esau” refers to Edom, which is often depicted as a symbol of opposition to 
God’s chosen people. The act of judging signifies divine retribution against Edom for their 
transgressions against Israel. This judgment is not merely punitive but serves to establish justice 
and righteousness in accordance with God’s will. The use of “judge” here implies that there will 
be an evaluation based on moral standards set by God.

3. “and the kingdom shall be the Lord’s.”
This concluding statement encapsulates the overarching theme of divine sovereignty. It asserts 
that ultimate authority belongs to God alone, emphasizing that all kingdoms will eventually 
recognize His rule. This prophetic declaration points toward a future eschatological reality 
where God’s reign is fully established, transcending earthly powers and establishing peace and 
justice.

Theological Implications

• Restoration and Hope: Obadiah 1:21 provides hope for Israel amidst their suffering by 
promising restoration through divinely appointed leaders (“saviours”). This reflects God’s 
faithfulness to His covenant promises.

• Judgment Against Pride: The verse underscores God’s opposition to prideful nations like 
Edom that have acted against His people. It serves as a reminder that no nation or individual can 
stand against God’s purposes without facing consequences.

• Eschatological Fulfillment: The mention of God’s kingdom suggests an eschatological 
fulfillment where Christ reigns supreme over all creation, bringing about ultimate justice and 
reconciliation between God and humanity.

Conclusion

Obadiah 1:21 serves as both a warning and an assurance—warning nations like Edom about divine 
judgment while assuring Israel (and believers) that God’s sovereignty will ultimately prevail. It 
encapsulates themes of justice, restoration, and divine kingship that resonate throughout Scripture.



CONCLUSION:

The book of Obadiah, the shortest book in the Old Testament, concludes with a 
powerful message of hope, divine justice, and the restoration of Israel. Its 
conclusion centers on the sovereignty of God, His judgment against Edom, and the 
ultimate triumph of His people. Below is a detailed examination of the conclusion:

1. The Lord’s Judgment on Edom (Obadiah 15-16)

The final verses reiterate God's judgment on Edom, a nation closely related to Israel through Esau but 
historically hostile. Edom is condemned for its pride, violence, and betrayal during Israel's suffering. 
Obadiah proclaims a principle of divine retribution:

“As you have done, it shall be done to you; your deeds shall return on your own head” 
(Obadiah 15).

This reflects the broader biblical theme that God's justice is precise and inescapable. Edom’s actions—
gloating over Judah’s misfortune and participating in its downfall—are mirrored in their own fate.

2. The Day of the Lord (Obadiah 15)

The prophecy extends beyond Edom to encompass all nations. "The Day of the Lord" symbolizes a 
time when God will judge all who have opposed His people. It is a day of reckoning for the wicked and 
a day of vindication for the righteous. The universal nature of this judgment signifies that no nation is 
beyond the reach of God’s justice.

3. The Restoration of Israel (Obadiah 17-18)

The conclusion shifts to a message of restoration and triumph for Israel:

“But in Mount Zion there shall be those who escape, and it shall be holy; and the house of 
Jacob shall possess their own possessions” (Obadiah 17).

Mount Zion, a symbol of God's presence and His covenant with Israel, becomes the focal point of 
deliverance. The remnant of Israel will not only be saved but will reclaim what was lost. The imagery 
of fire consuming stubble (verse 18) illustrates the complete and final victory of Israel over Edom, 
emphasizing that the people of God will be agents of divine judgment.

4. The Kingdom Belongs to the Lord (Obadiah 19-21)

The final verses offer a vision of an expansive restoration where Israel regains its territories. Regions 
like the Negev, Shephalah, and Gilead are mentioned, representing the full reclaiming of the promised 
land. This territorial restoration symbolizes the fulfillment of God’s covenant promises.

The book concludes with a climactic declaration:



“The kingdom shall be the Lord’s” (Obadiah 21).

This statement encapsulates the overarching message: God’s sovereignty will be fully established, and 
His reign will be recognized universally. It points to an eschatological hope, where God's justice and 
peace prevail over the entire earth.

Conclusion Summary

The conclusion of Obadiah is a powerful affirmation of God's justice, the certainty of divine 
retribution, and the hope of restoration for His people. It emphasizes that the ultimate triumph belongs 
to God, and His kingdom will be established in righteousness. The book serves as both a warning to the 
oppressors and a reassurance to the faithful, highlighting that God's justice is sure, His mercy enduring, 
and His sovereignty absolute.

Dr. Paul Crawford is more than just a Christian Author; His books are a source of 
inspiration and guidance on your spiritual journey. His books are created with a 
deep sense of faith and a desire to uplift and inspire all who read. 
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