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Introduction 

Malachi Chapter 2 continues God's strong confrontation of Israel's spiritual decline. 

Chapter 1 exposed the priests for offering God defective sacrifices and treating His worship with 

contempt. 

Chapter 2 goes deeper. 

The problem was not merely what the priests placed upon the altar. 

The problem was what had happened within their hearts. 

The priests had failed in their sacred calling. 

They were supposed to: 

• Honor God's name. 

• Preserve biblical knowledge. 

• Teach God's truth. 

• Walk uprightly. 

• Turn people away from sin. 

Instead, they had corrupted their ministry and caused people to stumble. 

But Malachi's message does not stop with spiritual leadership. 

The chapter moves from corruption in the priesthood to unfaithfulness among the people and then 

directly into the covenant of marriage. 

Men were betraying the wives they had married in their youth while continuing to bring offerings to 

God's altar. 

They apparently could not understand why God no longer accepted their worship. 

God's answer was clear: 

You cannot live treacherously toward people while pretending to walk faithfully with God. 

Malachi 2 therefore revolves around one major theme: 



Covenant faithfulness matters to God. 

God takes seriously: 

• Faithfulness in ministry. 

• Faithfulness to His Word. 

• Faithfulness among His people. 

• Faithfulness in marriage. 

• Faithfulness in our understanding of good and evil. 

The chapter ends with Israel questioning God's justice. 

They looked at evil people apparently prospering and asked: 

“Where is the God of justice?” 

Malachi's answer will unfold dramatically in Chapter 3. 

But before God speaks about coming judgment, He first exposes the unfaithfulness already present 

among His people. 

 

I. GOD WARNS SPIRITUAL LEADERS 

Malachi 2:1 — “This Commandment Is for You” 

“And now, O priests, this commandment is for you.” 

God speaks directly to the priests. 

Their position did not protect them from accountability. 

In fact, their leadership increased their responsibility. 

Cross References 

Leviticus 21:1 

The Lord said to Moses, “Speak to the priests, the sons of Aaron, and give them these 

instructions concerning their responsibilities before Me.” 

Deuteronomy 33:10 

They will teach Jacob Your judgments and Israel Your law. They will place incense before 

You and offer whole burnt offerings upon Your altar. 

Numbers 3:6 

“Bring the tribe of Levi forward and present them before Aaron the priest so they may 

assist him in the work of the sanctuary.” 

The priests had been given a sacred responsibility. 



They were not merely religious employees. 

They had been entrusted with the worship and instruction of God's people. 

Spiritual Principle 

Greater spiritual responsibility brings greater spiritual accountability. 

Those who teach God's Word must remember that ministry is a stewardship. 

Leadership does not place a person above correction. 

Leadership places a person under greater responsibility. 

Application 

Pastors, teachers, elders, ministry leaders, and Christian workers should regularly ask: 

Am I faithfully representing the God I claim to serve? 

 

II. REFUSING TO HONOR GOD BRINGS 

DISCIPLINE 

Malachi 2:2 — “Take It to Heart” 

“If you will not listen, and if you will not take it to heart to give glory to My name,” says the Lord 

of hosts, “then I will send a curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings. Indeed, I have 

already cursed them, because you do not take it to heart.” 

God's warning contains two important commands: 

Listen. 

And: 

Take it to heart. 

Hearing God's Word is not enough. 

Truth must reach the heart and affect the life. 

Cross References 

Deuteronomy 28:15 

But if you refuse to listen to the Lord your God and do not carefully obey all His 

commands and instructions that I am giving you, these curses will come upon you and 

overtake you. 

Leviticus 26:14 



But if you will not listen to Me and will not obey all these commands, judgment will come 

because of your rebellion. 

Haggai 1:9 

“You expected much, but it turned out to be little. When you brought it home, I blew it 

away. Why?” declares the Lord of hosts. “Because My house lies in ruins while each of you 

is busy taking care of his own house.” 

The priests wanted God's blessings without honoring God's name. 

God tells them that even their blessings could become curses. 

Key Truth 

Blessing cannot be separated from the God who gives the blessing. 

It is dangerous to desire God's gifts while refusing to honor the Giver. 

Application 

Do not merely hear Scripture. 

Take it seriously. 

Ask: 

What does this truth require from me? 

 

III. GOD EXPOSES THE SHAME OF 

CORRUPT WORSHIP 

Malachi 2:3 — A Severe Warning 

“Behold, I will rebuke your seed, and I will spread the refuse of your sacrifices on your faces, the 

very refuse of your solemn feasts, and you will be taken away with it.” 

This is intentionally shocking language. 

The priests had dishonored God's sacrifices. 

God declares that the refuse associated with those sacrifices would become a picture of their 

humiliation. 

What they treated casually would become evidence against them. 

Cross References 

Leviticus 26:31 

I will reduce your cities to ruins and make your holy places desolate. I will no longer take 

pleasure in the pleasing aroma of your offerings. 



Nahum 3:6 

I will throw filth upon you and treat you with contempt. I will make you a spectacle for 

others to see. 

Jeremiah 9:22 

Say, “This is what the Lord declares: Human bodies will fall like manure scattered across 

the fields and like grain left behind by the reaper, with no one to gather them.” 

The imagery communicates disgrace. 

The priests wanted honor from the people while dishonoring God. 

God warns that their dishonor would eventually become visible. 

Spiritual Principle 

Those who refuse to honor God should not expect God to protect their reputation indefinitely. 

Character eventually matters more than position. 

 

IV. GOD'S COVENANT WITH LEVI 

Malachi 2:4 — The Purpose of God's Warning 

“Then you will know that I have sent this command to you, that My covenant with Levi may 

stand,” says the Lord of hosts. 

God's correction had a purpose. 

He was not merely condemning priests. 

He was defending the sacred nature of the priestly covenant. 

Cross References 

Numbers 25:12 

Therefore tell Phinehas that I am making with him My covenant of peace. 

Deuteronomy 33:8 

Moses said concerning Levi, “Your sacred instruments belong to Your faithful servant, 

whom You tested at Massah and challenged at the waters of Meribah.” 

Jeremiah 33:21 

Then My covenant with David could be broken, so that he would no longer have a 

descendant reigning upon his throne, and My covenant with the Levitical priests who serve 

before Me could also be broken. 

God's faithfulness had not failed. 



The priests had failed. 

Important Truth 

Human unfaithfulness does not change God's holiness or lower His standards. 

When God's servants drift, God's Word remains unchanged. 

 

V. THE ORIGINAL CHARACTER OF 

FAITHFUL PRIESTHOOD 

Malachi 2:5 — Life, Peace, and Reverence 

“My covenant was with him—a covenant of life and peace. I gave them to him because he revered 

Me, and he stood in awe of My name.” 

God describes what priestly service was supposed to look like. 

The faithful priest lived in reverence. 

He stood in awe of God's name. 

Cross References 

Numbers 25:13 

He and his descendants after him will have a lasting covenant of priesthood because he was 

zealous for his God and acted to make atonement for the Israelites. 

Psalm 106:31 

His faithful action was counted as righteousness for him from generation to generation 

forever. 

Nehemiah 13:29 

Remember them, O my God, because they have defiled the priesthood and violated the 

covenant of the priests and Levites. 

Notice the contrast. 

The faithful priest: 

Revered God. 

The corrupt priest: 

Treated God casually. 

Spiritual Principle 

Effective ministry begins with reverence for God. 



Before a servant speaks for God publicly, he must learn to fear God privately. 

 

VI. THE MARKS OF A FAITHFUL 

SPIRITUAL LEADER 

Malachi 2:6 — Truth in His Mouth 

“True instruction was in his mouth, and no injustice was found on his lips. He walked with Me in 

peace and uprightness, and he turned many away from sin.” 

This verse gives one of Scripture's clearest descriptions of faithful spiritual ministry. 

A Faithful Leader Teaches Truth 

“True instruction was in his mouth.” 

He did not alter God's message. 

A Faithful Leader Speaks Honestly 

“No injustice was found on his lips.” 

His speech could be trusted. 

A Faithful Leader Walks with God 

“He walked with Me.” 

His ministry was supported by his life. 

A Faithful Leader Influences People Toward Holiness 

“He turned many away from sin.” 

True ministry does not merely make people comfortable. 

It helps turn people from sin toward God. 

Cross References 

Jeremiah 15:19 

Therefore the Lord says, “If you return to Me, I will restore you so that you may stand 

before Me. If you speak what is precious instead of what is worthless, you will be My 

spokesman. Let the people turn to you, but you must not turn to them.” 

Daniel 12:3 

Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many 

people toward righteousness will shine like the stars forever. 

James 5:20 



Remember this: whoever turns a sinner away from the error of his path will help save that 

person from destruction and will cover many sins. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

A preacher's greatest influence comes when biblical truth in his mouth is supported by godly 

character in his life. 

 

VII. THE PRIEST MUST PRESERVE 

KNOWLEDGE 

Malachi 2:7 — The Messenger of the Lord 

“For the lips of a priest should preserve knowledge, and people should seek instruction from his 

mouth, because he is the messenger of the Lord of hosts.” 

The priest had a responsibility to know God's Word. 

But knowledge was not merely for himself. 

He was supposed to preserve it and communicate it accurately. 

Cross References 

Leviticus 10:11 

You must teach the Israelites all the laws that the Lord has given them through Moses. 

Hosea 4:6 

My people are being destroyed because they lack knowledge. Because you have rejected 

knowledge, I reject you from serving Me as priests. Because you have forgotten the law of 

your God, I will also deal with your children. 

Haggai 2:11 

“This is what the Lord of hosts says: Ask the priests a question concerning the law.” 

Spiritual Principle 

Spiritual teachers are custodians of truth, not creators of truth. 

The preacher does not have authority to invent God's message. 

His responsibility is to understand, preserve, explain, and proclaim what God has revealed. 

Application for Christian Leaders 

A preacher should ask: 

Am I teaching what Scripture says—or merely what people want to hear? 

 



VIII. WHEN BAD LEADERSHIP CAUSES 

OTHERS TO STUMBLE 

Malachi 2:8 — “You Have Turned Aside” 

“But you have turned aside from the way. You have caused many to stumble by your teaching; 

you have corrupted the covenant of Levi,” says the Lord of hosts. 

The priests had failed personally. 

But their failure did not remain personal. 

They caused others to stumble. 

Cross References 

Hosea 4:9 

What happens to the people will also happen to the priests. I will punish them for their 

ways and repay them for what they have done. 

Jeremiah 6:16 

This is what the Lord says: “Stand at the crossroads and look. Ask where the ancient paths 

are. Ask where the good way is, and walk in it. Then you will find rest for your souls.” But 

they said, “We will not walk in it.” 

Ezekiel 44:10 

The Levites who went far away from Me when Israel wandered after idols must bear the 

consequences of their sin. 

Spiritual leadership always affects others. 

Serious Principle 

When teachers distort God's truth, they do not merely harm themselves—they can lead other 

people away from God. 

This is why biblical teaching must never be treated casually. 

 

IX. PARTIALITY CORRUPTS JUSTICE 

Malachi 2:9 — Showing Favoritism 

“So I have made you despised and humiliated before all the people, because you have not kept 

My ways, but have shown partiality in the law.” 

The priests applied God's law differently depending upon the person. 



They showed favoritism. 

God condemned it. 

Cross References 

Leviticus 19:15 

You must not act unjustly when judging people. Do not show special favor to the poor or 

favoritism toward the powerful. Judge your neighbor fairly. 

Deuteronomy 1:17 

Do not show favoritism when judging. Listen equally to the small and the great. Do not be 

afraid of anyone, because judgment belongs to God. 

1 Samuel 2:30 

Therefore the Lord, the God of Israel, says, “I promised that your family would serve 

before Me continually. But now the Lord declares: Far be it from Me. Those who honor Me 

I will honor, but those who despise Me will be treated with contempt.” 

Key Truth 

Biblical truth must not change according to who is listening. 

Truth should be applied fairly. 

A church cannot condemn sin in one person while excusing the same sin in another because of 

popularity, money, influence, friendship, or position. 

 

X. ONE GOD AND ONE COVENANT 

PEOPLE 

Malachi 2:10 — Treachery Among Brothers 

“Do we not all have one Father? Has not one God created us? Why then do we deal treacherously 

with one another, profaning the covenant of our ancestors?” 

Malachi moves from the priests to the entire community. 

Their relationship with God should have affected their relationships with one another. 

Cross References 

Isaiah 63:16 

You are our Father. Even if Abraham does not know us and Israel does not recognize us, 

You, Lord, are our Father. Our Redeemer from ancient times is Your name. 

Ephesians 4:6 



There is one God and Father of all, who is above all, works through all, and is present in all 

His people. 

Genesis 1:27 

So God created mankind in His own image. In the image of God He created them. He 

created male and female. 

Spiritual Principle 

Our relationship with God should transform the way we treat other people. 

It is inconsistent to claim covenant faithfulness toward God while practicing treachery toward others. 

 

XI. JUDAH'S SPIRITUAL COMPROMISE 

Malachi 2:11 — Marrying “the Daughter of a Foreign God” 

“Judah has acted treacherously, and an abomination has been committed in Israel and in 

Jerusalem. For Judah has profaned the sanctuary of the Lord, which He loves, and has married 

the daughter of a foreign god.” 

The central issue was not ethnicity. 

The issue was spiritual allegiance. 

Israelites were entering marriages that connected them with idolatry and foreign gods. 

Cross References 

Ezra 9:2 

They have taken some of the daughters of the surrounding peoples as wives for themselves 

and their sons. In this way, the holy people have mixed themselves with people devoted to 

idolatry. The leaders and officials have been among the worst offenders. 

Nehemiah 13:23 

During that time I also saw Jewish men who had married women from Ashdod, Ammon, 

and Moab. 

Deuteronomy 7:3 

You must not intermarry with them. Do not give your daughters to their sons or take their 

daughters for your sons. 

The concern was covenant faithfulness. 

The surrounding nations worshiped false gods. 

Marriage could therefore become a doorway into idolatry. 



Application 

The New Testament gives believers a related spiritual principle: 

A Christian's most intimate commitments should strengthen faithfulness to God rather than pull 

the believer away from Him. 

 

XII. RELIGIOUS OFFERINGS CANNOT 

CANCEL REBELLION 

Malachi 2:12 — God Sees the Whole Life 

“May the Lord cut off from the tents of Jacob the man who does this—whether teacher or 

student—even though he brings an offering to the Lord of hosts.” 

These people continued religious activity while practicing covenant unfaithfulness. 

They apparently assumed their offerings would compensate for their disobedience. 

God rejected that reasoning. 

Cross References 

Exodus 12:15 

For seven days you must eat bread without yeast. On the first day remove all yeast from 

your houses. Anyone who eats bread containing yeast during those seven days must be 

removed from the community of Israel. 

Joshua 22:16 

“This is what the entire congregation of the Lord asks: Why have you acted so unfaithfully 

against the God of Israel? Why have you turned away from following the Lord by building 

an altar in rebellion against Him?” 

Ezra 10:8 

Anyone who failed to appear within three days, according to the decision of the officials 

and elders, would have his property taken away and would be removed from the 

community of the returned exiles. 

Spiritual Principle 

God cannot be bribed by religious activity. 

Offerings do not purchase permission to disobey. 

Worship and obedience belong together. 

 



XIII. TEARS AT THE ALTAR 

Malachi 2:13 — Worship Without Faithfulness 

“And this is another thing you do: You flood the Lord’s altar with tears, weeping and groaning, 

because He no longer regards the offering or accepts it with favor from your hands.” 

The people were emotional. 

They cried. 

They wept. 

They groaned. 

Yet God did not accept their offerings. 

Why? 

Because tears by themselves are not repentance. 

Cross References 

Isaiah 59:2 

Your sins have separated you from your God. Your wrongdoing has caused Him to hide His 

face from you so that He does not hear. 

Genesis 4:5 

But God did not look with favor upon Cain and his offering. Cain became extremely angry, 

and his face fell. 

Hebrews 12:17 

You know that afterward, when Esau wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected. Even 

though he sought it with tears, he could not reverse what had already been done. 

Important Truth 

Emotion is not the same as repentance. 

A person may cry about consequences while refusing to change the behavior that caused them. 

Biblical repentance involves turning. 

 



XIV. GOD IS A WITNESS TO THE 

MARRIAGE COVENANT 

Malachi 2:14 — “The Wife of Your Youth” 

“And you ask, ‘Why?’ It is because the Lord has been a witness between you and the wife of your 

youth. You have been unfaithful to her, though she is your companion and your wife by 

covenant.” 

The men could not understand why God rejected their worship. 

God answered: 

Because I saw how you treated your wives. 

Marriage is described as a covenant. 

Cross References 

Genesis 31:50 

If you mistreat my daughters or take other wives besides them, remember that even if no 

person is present to see it, God is a witness between you and me. 

Proverbs 5:18 

Let your marriage be blessed, and rejoice in the wife you married when you were young. 

Matthew 19:6 

Therefore they are no longer two separate lives but one. What God has joined together, 

people must not tear apart. 

Marriage Principle 

Marriage is more than a private agreement between two people. God Himself is witness to the 

covenant. 

This gives marriage enormous spiritual significance. 

 

XV. GOD MADE HUSBAND AND WIFE ONE 

Malachi 2:15 — Guard Your Spirit 

“Has not the Lord made them one? In body and spirit they are His. And why one? Because He 

was seeking godly offspring. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and do not be unfaithful to the 

wife of your youth.” 

Marriage was part of God's design from creation. 



God's purpose included the establishment of faithful homes in which another generation could be 

taught to know Him. 

Cross References 

Genesis 2:24 

Therefore a man will leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two will 

become one flesh. 

Matthew 19:5 

Jesus said, “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, 

and the two will become one flesh.” 

Psalm 78:6 

Then the next generation would know God's truth, even the children yet to be born, and 

they in turn would teach it to their own children. 

Notice God's command: 

“Guard yourselves in your spirit.” 

Faithfulness requires vigilance. 

Spiritual Principle 

Marital unfaithfulness often begins internally before it becomes visible externally. 

Therefore: 

Guard your thoughts. 

Guard your affections. 

Guard your relationships. 

Guard your commitments. 

Guard your heart. 

 

XVI. GOD CONDEMNS TREACHERY IN 

MARRIAGE 

Malachi 2:16 — “Do Not Be Unfaithful” 

“For I hate divorce,” says the Lord, the God of Israel, “and the one who covers his garment with 

violence,” says the Lord of hosts. “So guard yourselves in your spirit, and do not be unfaithful.” 

The focus of Malachi's warning is covenant betrayal. 



Men were treating their wives treacherously. 

God saw it. 

God condemned it. 

Cross References 

Matthew 19:8 

Jesus told them, “Moses allowed divorce because your hearts were hard. But that was not 

God's original intention from the beginning.” 

Deuteronomy 24:1 

If a man marries a woman but later finds something seriously objectionable and decides to 

divorce her, he must write a certificate of divorce, give it to her, and send her away from his 

house. 

Matthew 5:32 

But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife except because of sexual unfaithfulness 

exposes the marriage covenant to further violation, and anyone who marries a woman 

wrongly divorced participates in that brokenness. 

Malachi's emphasis is not designed to crush people who have experienced divorce. 

The prophetic condemnation is directed particularly toward treachery, covenant breaking, and 

unfaithfulness. 

Important Balance 

Scripture takes marriage extremely seriously. 

It also shows compassion toward people whose lives have been damaged by human sin. 

The message is: 

Do not treat covenant promises casually. 

Application 

Faithfulness must be guarded before a crisis develops. 

Strong marriages require: 

• Loyalty. 

• Honesty. 

• Forgiveness. 

• Communication. 

• Purity. 

• Sacrifice. 

• Prayer. 



• Commitment. 

 

XVII. CALLING EVIL GOOD WEARIES THE 

LORD 

Malachi 2:17 — “Where Is the God of Justice?” 

“You have wearied the Lord with your words. Yet you say, ‘How have we wearied Him?’ By 

saying, ‘Everyone who does evil is good in the eyes of the Lord, and He is pleased with them,’ or 

by asking, ‘Where is the God of justice?’” 

The chapter ends with another accusation against God. 

The people looked at evil and apparently concluded: 

God must approve of evil. 

Or: 

God is not going to judge evil. 

Both conclusions were wrong. 

Cross References 

Isaiah 5:20 

How terrible it will be for those who call evil good and good evil, who turn darkness into 

light and light into darkness, and who make bitter things sweet and sweet things bitter. 

Isaiah 43:24 

You have not honored Me with your offerings. Instead, you have burdened Me with your 

sins and wearied Me with your wrongdoing. 

Habakkuk 1:13 

Your eyes are too pure to approve evil, and You cannot look favorably upon wickedness. 

Why then do You appear silent when treacherous people prosper and when the wicked 

swallow up those more righteous than themselves? 

Habakkuk struggled with the same question. 

But there is an important difference. 

Habakkuk brought his confusion to God in faith. 

Malachi's audience was accusing God while refusing to recognize its own sin. 



Spiritual Principle 

God's delayed judgment must never be confused with God's approval of evil. 

God is patient. 

But He is also just. 

His timetable is not ours. 

 

XVIII. SIX GREAT LESSONS FROM 

MALACHI 2 

1. Spiritual Leaders Must Take God's Word Seriously 

The priests were commanded to: 

Listen. 

Take God's Word to heart. 

Give glory to His name. 

Their failure affected an entire nation. 

Principle: 

No ministry position can substitute for personal obedience to God. 

 

2. True Ministry Requires Both Truth and Character 

Malachi described the faithful priest: 

“True instruction was in his mouth.” 

But also: 

“He walked with Me.” 

Both matter. 

Truth without character becomes hypocrisy. 

Character without truth becomes sentimentality. 

Biblical ministry requires both. 

 

3. Teachers Can Lead People Toward God or Away from God 

The priests had: 



“Caused many to stumble.” 

This demonstrates the enormous responsibility of biblical teaching. 

Principle: 

Every teacher should ask not merely, “What am I teaching?” but also, “Where is my teaching 

leading people?” 

 

4. God Takes Covenant Faithfulness Seriously 

The word treachery dominates the middle of this chapter. 

The people were breaking commitments. 

God cared deeply because covenant relationships reflect His own faithfulness. 

Principle: 

Faithfulness matters because God Himself is faithful. 

 

5. Marriage Is Sacred 

Marriage is described as a covenant witnessed by God. 

Husband and wife become one. 

Therefore betrayal within marriage is not merely breaking a human contract. 

It violates a covenant made before God. 

 

6. God Is Still the God of Justice 

The people asked: 

“Where is the God of justice?” 

The answer begins immediately in Malachi Chapter 3. 

God's justice had not disappeared. 

Judgment was coming. 

Principle: 

God's silence should never be mistaken for God's absence. 

 



XIX. THE CONTRAST BETWEEN THE 

FAITHFUL AND CORRUPT PRIEST 
Malachi 2 presents two pictures. 

The Faithful Priest 

He reveres God. 

He stands in awe of God's name. 

Truth is in his mouth. 

His words are righteous. 

He walks with God. 

He turns people from sin. 

He preserves knowledge. 

People seek biblical instruction from him. 

The Corrupt Priest 

He refuses to listen. 

He does not take God's Word to heart. 

He dishonors God's name. 

He turns away from God's path. 

He corrupts God's covenant. 

He causes others to stumble. 

He shows partiality. 

He brings disgrace upon his ministry. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

The difference between faithful ministry and corrupt ministry begins with the leader's 

relationship with God. 

 

XX. WHAT MALACHI 2 TEACHES ABOUT 

PREACHERS AND TEACHERS 
Malachi 2:6–7 provides an important model for anyone who teaches Scripture. 



1. Know the Truth 

The priest's lips were supposed to preserve knowledge. 

A teacher cannot accurately explain Scripture he has not seriously studied. 

2. Speak the Truth 

Truth must be communicated faithfully. 

The teacher is not called to entertain people with religious opinions. 

3. Live the Truth 

The faithful priest: 

“Walked with Me.” 

His private life supported his public teaching. 

4. Apply the Truth 

The goal was not merely information. 

The faithful priest: 

“Turned many away from sin.” 

5. Remember Whose Message It Is 

The priest was: 

“The messenger of the Lord of hosts.” 

That means the message belongs to God. 

Ministry Principle 

The pulpit does not belong to the preacher. It belongs to the Word of God. 

 

XXI. THE SPIRITUAL SERIOUSNESS OF 

MARRIAGE 
Malachi gives marriage covenant language. 

The wife is described as: 

“Your companion.” 

And: 

“Your wife by covenant.” 

Marriage therefore involves: 



Companionship 

Marriage was designed for intimate partnership. 

Covenant 

Marriage involves solemn promises of faithfulness. 

Oneness 

God joins husband and wife in a unique union. 

Witness 

God sees the covenant. 

Generational Influence 

God's design includes the spiritual influence of parents upon future generations. 

Faithfulness 

God repeatedly commands: 

“Do not be unfaithful.” 

This means marriage must never be treated as disposable. 

 

XXII. GUARD YOUR SPIRIT 
One phrase appears twice in this section: 

“Guard yourselves in your spirit.” 

That deserves attention. 

Most major moral failures do not begin with the final outward act. 

They develop gradually. 

A thought is entertained. 

A boundary is weakened. 

An affection shifts. 

A compromise is justified. 

A temptation is entertained. 

Eventually an inward drift becomes an outward act. 

Therefore Scripture says: 

Guard your spirit. 



Proverbs 4:23 

Guard your heart carefully above everything else, because the direction of your life flows 

from what is happening within you. 

Application 

Protect your heart before temptation grows. 

Protect your marriage before trouble develops. 

Protect your theology before error spreads. 

Protect your character before compromise becomes habitual. 

Principle: 

What you refuse to guard today may become what you struggle to control tomorrow. 

 

XXIII. TEARS WITHOUT REPENTANCE 
The people covered God's altar with tears. 

Yet God rejected their offerings. 

That may seem surprising. 

Shouldn't tears demonstrate sincerity? 

Not necessarily. 

Tears demonstrate emotion. 

Repentance demonstrates change. 

A person can cry because: 

They were caught. 

They suffered consequences. 

They lost something. 

They feel embarrassed. 

They fear judgment. 

But biblical repentance goes deeper. 

Repentance says: 

“I was wrong.” 

“God is right.” 

“I must turn.” 



Spiritual Principle 

God is not merely looking for sorrow over consequences. He desires a heart willing to turn from 

sin. 

 

XXIV. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FOR 

PERSONAL STUDY 

Question 1 

Why did God hold the priests especially accountable? 

Because the priests had been entrusted with spiritual leadership. 

They were responsible for preserving knowledge, teaching God's law, leading worship, and helping 

people understand the ways of God. 

Their influence meant that their corruption could spread to others. 

Malachi 2:8 says they had actually caused many people to stumble. 

Lesson: 

Influence increases responsibility. 

 

Question 2 

What does it mean to “take it to heart” in Malachi 2:2? 

It means more than simply hearing God's warning. 

The priests needed to allow God's Word to penetrate their thinking, attitudes, priorities, and behavior. 

Biblical truth should produce a response. 

Application: 

When Scripture confronts us, we should not merely say: 

“That is interesting.” 

We should ask: 

“Lord, what must change in me?” 

 

Question 3 

What qualities characterized the faithful priest? 



According to Malachi 2:5–7, the faithful priest: 

• Revered God. 

• Stood in awe of His name. 

• Spoke truth. 

• Avoided injustice. 

• Walked with God. 

• Lived uprightly. 

• Turned others away from sin. 

• Preserved knowledge. 

• Taught God's truth. 

This is one of the strongest biblical descriptions of faithful spiritual leadership. 

 

Question 4 

How did the corrupt priests cause people to stumble? 

Their teaching and example led people away from God's path. 

When spiritual leaders compromise truth or live hypocritically, people observing them may become 

confused about what God actually requires. 

Therefore teachers must recognize the seriousness of their influence. 

 

Question 5 

Why did God condemn partiality in applying the law? 

Because God's truth is just. 

The priests were apparently applying the law differently depending upon the individual. 

God does not authorize leaders to create one standard for influential people and another for ordinary 

people. 

Biblical truth must be applied honestly and fairly. 

 

Question 6 

What does Malachi teach about marriage? 

Malachi describes marriage as a covenant. 

God Himself is presented as a witness to that covenant. 

Marriage involves companionship, oneness, faithfulness, and generational responsibility. 



This makes marital betrayal spiritually serious. 

 

Question 7 

Why were the people's tears and offerings rejected? 

Because outward religious expression was being contradicted by covenant unfaithfulness. 

They cried at God's altar while refusing to address treachery in their lives. 

God wanted more than emotional worship. 

He required genuine repentance. 

 

Question 8 

What does “guard your spirit” mean? 

It means protecting the inner life. 

Believers should watch their: 

• Thoughts. 

• Desires. 

• Motivations. 

• Affections. 

• Relationships. 

• Spiritual attitudes. 

Because outward unfaithfulness often develops from inward compromise. 

 

Question 9 

What should someone who has experienced divorce take from Malachi 2? 

The primary warning in this passage concerns treachery and covenant betrayal. 

The passage demonstrates how seriously God views marriage. 

At the same time, the Bible's larger message includes God's mercy, forgiveness, healing, and restoration 

for broken people. 

Someone whose marriage has ended should not automatically assume he or she is permanently 

condemned or unusable by God. 

Sin should be confessed where sin occurred. 

Wrongdoing should be acknowledged where wrongdoing occurred. 



But God's grace remains available to repentant people. 

Key Truth: 

God's high view of marriage and God's abundant grace toward broken people are not enemies. 

Both are biblical truths. 

 

Question 10 

Why were the people wrong to ask, “Where is the God of justice?” 

Their question assumed that because God had not immediately judged evil, He either approved of evil 

or would never judge it. 

That conclusion was false. 

God's timing does not eliminate God's justice. 

Malachi Chapter 3 will answer their question directly by announcing the coming of the Lord. 

Principle: 

Delayed judgment is not abandoned judgment. 

 

XXV. PERSONAL APPLICATION 
Malachi 2 forces us to examine several areas of life. 

Examine Your Relationship with God's Word 

Do you merely hear Scripture? 

Or do you take it to heart? 

Examine Your Influence 

Does your example lead others closer to God or cause them to stumble? 

Examine Your Speech 

Is truth found in your mouth? 

Examine Your Walk 

Does your private life agree with your public profession? 

Examine Your Relationships 

Are you treating people faithfully? 

Examine Your Marriage 

Are you guarding the covenant God has entrusted to you? 



Examine Your Heart 

Are there compromises developing inwardly that need to be confronted now? 

Examine Your View of Justice 

Have you begun believing that because God has not acted yet, He will never act? 

Malachi 2 reminds us: 

God sees. 

God knows. 

God cares. 

God judges rightly. 

 

XXVI. A CRAWFORD BIBLE STUDY 

PRINCIPLE 

“God Is Concerned About the Life Behind the Worship” 

The people of Malachi's day continued going to the altar. 

They brought offerings. 

They wept. 

They participated in religious ceremonies. 

But God looked beyond the altar. 

He saw the home. 

He saw the marriage. 

He saw the corruption. 

He saw the favoritism. 

He saw the false teaching. 

He saw the treachery. 

This gives us an essential principle: 

God does not separate Sunday worship from Monday living. 

The person worshiping in the sanctuary is the same person living at home. 

God sees both. 

We cannot worship God faithfully while intentionally living treacherously toward others. 



Principle: 

True worship is supported by a life that seeks to honor the God being worshiped. 

 

XXVII. FINAL APPLICATION 
Malachi 2 begins with corrupt priests and ends with people questioning God's justice. 

Between those two subjects stands one central issue: 

Faithfulness. 

The priests had been unfaithful to their calling. 

The people had been unfaithful to their covenant. 

Husbands had been unfaithful to their wives. 

Teachers had been unfaithful to God's Word. 

And then the people accused God of being unfaithful to justice. 

The irony is striking. 

Unfaithful people were questioning the faithfulness of God. 

Malachi turns the question back upon them. 

Before asking: 

“Where is the God of justice?” 

they needed to ask: 

“Where is our faithfulness?” 

That question still matters. 

Before criticizing God's timing, examine your own obedience. 

Before questioning God's justice, remember His holiness. 

Before demanding faithfulness from others, examine your own promises. 

Before teaching God's Word, make sure you are willing to obey it. 

Before standing before people, walk with God. 

And before assuming that outward worship is enough, remember: 

God sees the heart behind the offering. 

 



Closing Prayer 
Heavenly Father, 

Thank You for being perfectly faithful even when we are not. 

Teach us to take Your Word seriously and to take it to heart. 

Give spiritual leaders courage to preserve biblical truth, teach it faithfully, and live lives consistent with 

what they proclaim. 

Protect pastors, teachers, church leaders, and believers from hypocrisy, compromise, favoritism, and 

spiritual pride. 

Let truth be in our mouths and integrity be found in our lives. 

Help us walk with You in peace and uprightness. 

Use our lives to turn others toward You rather than causing anyone to stumble. 

Teach us to honor covenant relationships. 

Strengthen marriages. 

Restore damaged relationships. 

Protect husbands and wives from unfaithfulness. 

Help us guard our hearts, our thoughts, our affections, and our spirits. 

Where repentance is needed, give us humility to repent. 

Where forgiveness is needed, give us grace to forgive. 

Where healing is needed, bring restoration according to Your wisdom. 

Keep us from offering You outward worship while hiding inward rebellion. 

Make our worship sincere. 

Make our lives faithful. 

And when we struggle to understand why evil appears to prosper, remind us that You remain the God 

of justice. 

Your silence does not mean You are absent. 

Your patience does not mean You approve of evil. 

Your timing is perfect. 

Your judgments are righteous. 

Your Word is true. 

May we walk faithfully before You until the day when Your perfect justice is fully revealed. 



In Jesus' name, Amen. 

 

Key Verse 
“For the lips of a priest should preserve knowledge, and people should seek instruction from his 

mouth, because he is the messenger of the Lord of hosts.” — Malachi 2:7 

Central Truth 

God requires faithfulness from those who teach His Word, those who worship His name, and 

those who enter covenant relationships before Him. 

Malachi 2 in One Sentence 

The God of covenant faithfulness calls His people to honor Him through truthful teaching, godly 

living, faithful relationships, sacred marriages, and unwavering trust in His perfect justice. 

 


