
Introduction to Colossians 
Chapter 1 

Christ Above All: The Supremacy, Sufficiency, and Glory of the Son 

Colossians chapter 1 is one of the most Christ-saturated passages in the entire New 
Testament. Written by the Apostle Paul from a Roman prison — likely around AD 60-62 
— and addressed to a small church in Colossae, a city in what is now western Turkey, it 
answers a question that was threatening to unravel the faith of an entire congregation: 
Is Jesus enough? The false teachers infiltrating Colossae were suggesting that He was 
not. They were adding layers of philosophy, angelic mediators, ritual observance, and 
mystical experience to the gospel, implying that faith in Christ alone was somehow 
incomplete, immature, or insufficient for the fullness of spiritual life. 

Paul's response is not a compromise or a negotiation. It is a thunderclap. In a single, 
sweeping, majestic chapter, he establishes who Jesus Christ actually is — not as one 
spiritual option among many, not as a helpful addition to an already complex religious 
system, but as the supreme Lord of all creation, the full embodiment of the living God, 
the one in whom every treasure of wisdom and knowledge is hidden, and the only One 
through whom reconciliation with the Father is possible. If Genesis 1 declares the 
supremacy of the Creator, Colossians 1 declares the supremacy of the One through 
whom all creation was made and for whom it exists. 

The chapter opens with Paul's characteristic thanksgiving and prayer for the Colossian 
believers — but even here, every line points toward the gospel of Jesus Christ. Their 
faith, their love, their hope are all grounded in the good news they received. Paul's 
prayer for them is not that they would acquire more spiritual experiences or accumulate 
more religious knowledge, but that they would be filled with the knowledge of God's will 
and walk in a manner worthy of the Lord — bearing fruit, growing in the knowledge of 
God, and strengthened with all power for endurance and joy. This is the vision of 
Christian maturity: not complexity, but depth. 

Then comes the great Christological hymn of verses 15 through 20 — one of the most 
majestic passages in all of Scripture. Here Paul declares that Christ is the image of the 
invisible God, the firstborn over all creation, the One through whom and for whom 
everything exists, the One who holds all things together, the head of the church, the 
firstborn from the dead, and the One in whom all the fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell. Every title is a hammer blow against the false teaching threatening the 
Colossians. Jesus does not need supplementing. He does not need to be combined with 
anything else. He is not one rung on a cosmic ladder of divine intermediaries. He is the 
beginning and the end, the first and the preeminent, the One in whom all things find 
their coherence. 

The chapter closes with Paul's account of his own ministry — his suffering for the 
church, his calling to make the word of God fully known, and his labor to present every 
person mature in Christ. This is not the conclusion of a theological essay; it is the 



testimony of a man who has staked his freedom, his body, and his life on the truth he 
has just proclaimed. Colossians 1 is not abstract theology. It is a lifeline thrown to 
drowning believers — and the lifeline is a Person, not a program. 

 

Opening Prayer 

Heavenly Father, 

We come to Colossians chapter 1 in a world that has not changed as much 
as it thinks. The pressure to add to Jesus — to supplement the gospel with 
the latest spiritual trend, the newest philosophy, or the most culturally 
acceptable version of faith — is as alive today as it was in Colossae. We 
confess that we are susceptible to it. We confess that we have sometimes 
lived as though Christ alone were not quite enough. 

So we ask, before we read a single verse, that You would do in us what 
Paul prayed for the Colossians: fill us with the knowledge of Your will, 
open the eyes of our hearts, and let the supremacy of Jesus Christ become 
not just a doctrine we affirm but a reality we live from. 

Lord Jesus, You are the image of the invisible God. You are before all 
things. You hold all things together. And You have reconciled us — once 
hostile, once alienated, once enemies in our own minds — to the Father 
through Your blood shed on the cross. Let that reality land in us today. 
Let it be sufficient for us today. Let it silence every voice that says You are 
not enough. 

Holy Spirit, illuminate this chapter. Teach us not just what Paul wrote 
about Christ but who Christ actually is. And let the knowing of Him 
transform us into people who walk worthy of Him — bearing fruit, 
enduring with joy, and presenting ourselves mature in the One who is 
our hope of glory. 

In Jesus' name we pray, Amen. 

 

Colossians 1:1–2 

Grace and Peace: Paul's Greeting to the Saints 

(1) Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 
 (2) To God's holy people in Colossae, the faithful brothers and sisters in Christ: 
 Grace and peace to you from God our Father. 

THE CONTEXT 



Two verses. A handful of words. And yet nothing about them is throwaway. Paul 
identifies himself as an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God — not by his own 
ambition, not by institutional appointment, not because he has earned the right through 
religious achievement, but because God willed it. This framing is immediately 
significant: the authority behind this letter is not Paul's own. It is Christ's, mediated 
through Paul's calling. The Colossians are not being asked to receive Paul's personal 
theological opinions. They are receiving the word of an apostle who writes under divine 
commission. 

He addresses the Colossians as holy people — in Greek, 'hagiois,' the same root as saints 
— and as faithful brothers and sisters in Christ. This is not flattery. It is a statement of 
identity. These people, whatever false teaching is circulating among them, are already 
holy. They are already faithful. They are already in Christ. The letter Paul is about to 
write is not designed to make them into something they are not. It is designed to remind 
them of who they already are — and to protect what they already have. 

The greeting itself — grace and peace — is Paul's signature blessing across his letters. 
But it is never mere convention. Grace is the unearned, undeserved favor of God that 
lies at the root of every spiritual reality the Colossians enjoy. Peace is the shalom that 
comes from knowing that the God of the universe is not their enemy but their Father. 
Both come from God our Father — not from the angels, not from the spiritual hierarchy 
the false teachers were promoting, not from ritual observance. From God. The Father. 
Directly. 

PLAIN AMERICAN ENGLISH 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God — and Timothy, who is like a 
brother to us — to God's people in Colossae, who are faithful followers of Christ: 
May God our Father give you grace and peace. 

KEY OBSERVATIONS 

"An apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God": This signifies The Source and 
Legitimacy of All Spiritual Authority. 

Paul does not introduce himself as a trained theologian, a religious professional, or a 
spiritual entrepreneur. He is an apostle — a sent one — by the will of God. His authority 
derives entirely from outside himself, from the One who called and commissioned him. 
This is the only kind of spiritual authority that holds: authority that is received, not 
assumed; given, not seized. Anyone who speaks into your life with genuine spiritual 
authority does so under the authority of Christ, not in place of it. 

"God's holy people in Colossae": This signifies The Identity of Believers Is 
Fixed Before Their Behavior Is Addressed. 

Paul calls these people 'holy' before he has said a single word about their failures, their 
temptations, or the false teaching threatening them. Their identity is established in the 
greeting. In Christ, you are holy — set apart, belonging to God, defined not by your 
worst moment but by your union with Christ. This is not a goal to achieve. It is a reality 
to stand in. The letter that follows will call the Colossians to live consistently with who 
they already are. 



"Faithful brothers and sisters in Christ": This signifies Community and 
Kinship Are Central to the Christian Life. 

The Christian life is not lived in isolation. Paul addresses a community — brothers and 
sisters — and their shared identity is located in Christ. The 'in Christ' formula is one of 
Paul's most characteristic expressions, appearing repeatedly in his letters. To be a 
Christian is to be located within Christ — united to Him, hidden in Him, drawing life 
from Him. And within that shared location, believers are family: brothers and sisters 
under the same Father, sharing the same inheritance, bearing one another's burdens. 

"Grace and peace to you from God our Father": This signifies The Gospel Is 
the Source of Every Blessing. 

Grace and peace are not platitudes. They are the summary of the gospel. Grace is the 
undeserved favor that justifies the ungodly. Peace is the reconciled relationship between 
the holy God and former rebels. Both flow from one source: God our Father. Not from 
ritual. Not from spiritual hierarchy. Not from religious performance. From God, who is 
Father — relational, personal, generative. Every spiritual blessing originates at this 
address. 

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR US TODAY 

1. Your Identity in Christ Is Not on Trial: The false teachers in Colossae were 
implying that the believers needed more — more ritual, more spiritual experience, more 
religious achievement — to be fully acceptable to God. Paul's greeting is the answer 
before the question is even asked. These people are already holy, already faithful, 
already in Christ, already recipients of grace and peace. Whatever voices in your life 
suggest that you are not quite enough in God's eyes — not spiritual enough, not 
disciplined enough, not experienced enough — Paul's greeting speaks against them. In 
Christ, your identity is settled. 

2. You Carry the Weight of God's Will, Not Your Own Ambition: Paul writes as 
one who did not choose his calling — it was chosen for him, by the will of God. The same 
is true of your calling. You are where you are, with the gifts you have, in the season you 
are in, because God willed it. This is not fatalism — it is freedom. You are not 
responsible for manufacturing your own significance. You are responsible for 
faithfulness within the calling God has given. The will of God is the most stable address 
from which any servant can operate. 

3. Grace and Peace Are Available to You Right Now: Whatever you are carrying 
into this study — anxiety, guilt, weariness, doubt, grief — the greeting of Colossians 1:2 
is addressed to you. Grace: the unearned favor of God that has not and will not run out. 
Peace: the shalom that surpasses understanding, rooted not in your circumstances but 
in your relationship with the Father. Both are from God our Father — freely given, 
already available, fully sufficient. You do not need to earn your way into them. You need 
only receive them. 

HOW THIS RELATES TO TODAY 

In an age of chronic anxiety about identity — where questions about who we are, what 
we are worth, and whether we belong have reached epidemic levels — Paul's greeting in 



Colossians 1:1-2 offers a radical and stabilizing answer. Your identity is not constructed 
from the inside out, assembled from preferences, performances, and social validation. It 
is given from the outside in, by a God who names you holy, faithful, and loved before 
you have done anything to deserve it. The Colossians were being pressured by a culture 
that told them their spiritual identity needed supplementing. We are pressured by a 
culture that tells us our personal identity needs constructing. The answer in both cases 
is the same: you are already who God says you are. 

The paired greeting of grace and peace also speaks to one of the great psychological 
crises of our moment. Grace addresses guilt — the crushing weight of not being enough, 
not doing enough, not achieving enough. Peace addresses anxiety — the relentless 
uncertainty about whether things will be alright, whether the future is safe, whether God 
is good. Paul does not offer techniques for managing these conditions. He offers their 
source of resolution: God our Father, from whom both grace and peace flow freely to 
everyone who belongs to Him through Christ. 

Key Lesson: Before Paul addresses a single problem, corrects a single error, or 
offers a single exhortation, he tells the Colossians who they are — and who tells 
you who you are matters more than anything else, because you will live out of 
whatever identity you believe is true. 

 

Colossians 1:3–8 

Thanksgiving and the Gospel Bearing Fruit in All the World 

(3) We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray 
for you, 
 (4) because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have 
for all God's people— 
 (5) the faith and love that spring from the hope stored up for you in heaven and 
about which you have already heard in the true word of the gospel 
 (6) that has come to you. In the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and 
growing throughout the whole world—just as it has been doing among you 
since the day you heard it and truly understood God's grace. 
 (7) You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful 
minister of Christ on our behalf, 
 (8) and who also told us of your love in the Spirit. 

THE CONTEXT 

Paul moves from greeting to gratitude without pause. He thanks God for the Colossians 
— specifically for the triad of faith, love, and hope that marks their lives. This trio 
appears repeatedly in Paul's letters (see also 1 Corinthians 13 and 1 Thessalonians 1), 
and it is always presented as the visible shape of genuine Christian life: faith directed 
toward Christ Jesus, love poured out toward God's people, and both of these sustained 
by hope stored up in heaven. Hope, in the biblical sense, is not wishful thinking — it is 



confident expectation of a future reality that God has promised and that is as secure as 
God Himself. 

The word about the gospel's global reach — bearing fruit and growing throughout the 
whole world — is not hyperbole. By the time Paul writes this letter, the gospel has 
spread from Jerusalem to Rome, from Syria to Greece, from Egypt to Spain. A message 
that began with twelve Galilean fishermen following a carpenter's son through the 
villages of Judea has become a world-altering movement within a single generation. And 
Paul traces this astonishing fact not to clever strategy or cultural momentum but to the 
nature of the gospel itself: it is the true word of grace, and it bears fruit wherever it takes 
root. 

Epaphras is mentioned as the one who brought the gospel to Colossae — a native of the 
city who apparently became a believer under Paul's ministry in Ephesus and returned to 
his home city with the message. He is called a faithful minister of Christ — the same 
Greek word for minister being 'diakonos,' a servant. The gospel came to Colossae not 
through Paul's direct presence, but through a faithful, ordinary servant who carried it 
home. This is how the gospel has always spread: through faithful people who take it with 
them wherever they go. 

PLAIN AMERICAN ENGLISH 

Every time we pray, we thank God — the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ — for 
you. We have heard about your faith in Christ Jesus and your love for all of 
God's people. That faith and love grow out of the hope waiting for you in heaven 
— the hope that became real to you when you first heard the true message of the 
gospel. The same gospel that reached you is bearing fruit and spreading all over 
the world, just as it has been growing among you ever since you heard it and 
truly grasped what God's grace really means. You first heard it from Epaphras, 
our dear fellow servant and faithful minister of Christ on our behalf — and it 
was he who told us about the love the Spirit has produced in you. 

KEY OBSERVATIONS 

"Faith in Christ Jesus and love for all God's people": This signifies The Two 
Marks of a Genuinely Transformed Life. 

Paul gives thanks for two specific evidences of grace in the Colossians' lives: faith 
directed upward toward Christ, and love directed outward toward the people of God. 
These two are inseparable in the New Testament. You cannot claim genuine faith in 
Christ while harboring contempt for the people Christ died to save. And you cannot 
sustain genuine love for God's people apart from the roots of faith in Christ. The two 
grow from the same ground — the hope stored up in heaven — and they are the most 
reliable external evidence that the gospel has taken root in a human heart. 

"The hope stored up for you in heaven": This signifies Hope Is a Foundation, 
Not an Emotion. 

Paul describes hope not as a feeling but as a location: stored up in heaven. This hope is 
not the uncertain optimism of someone who crosses their fingers and wishes things will 
improve. It is the secure, deposited, guaranteed future inheritance of everyone who is in 
Christ. Because it is stored in heaven — beyond loss, beyond corruption, beyond the 



reach of any enemy — it is the most stable foundation on which faith and love can grow. 
The Colossians' faith and love are not products of willpower or religious effort. They 
spring from a hope that cannot be taken from them. 

"The gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world": This 
signifies The Gospel Has Its Own Inherent Power. 

Paul does not say the gospel is being implemented or distributed or marketed 
throughout the world. He says it is bearing fruit and growing — language borrowed from 
agriculture, from the natural, organic life of a living thing. The gospel is not a product to 
be sold or a system to be deployed. It is a living word that, when received in good soil, 
produces fruit of its own accord. This is why Paul will later say he is not ashamed of it: 
the gospel is the power of God for salvation (Romans 1:16). It does not need human 
improvement. It needs faithful proclamation. 

"You truly understood God's grace": This signifies The Gospel Must Be 
Understood, Not Just Heard. 

The Colossians heard the gospel and truly understood God's grace. The word for 
understood here (epignoskō in Greek) suggests a deep, accurate, personal apprehension 
of something — not just intellectual awareness, but genuine comprehension that 
reshapes the knower. This is the kind of knowledge that produces transformation. Many 
people have heard the gospel. Far fewer have truly grasped what it means that the God 
of the universe, at the cost of His own Son, has extended grace — unearned, undeserved, 
freely given — to enemies who deserved only judgment. When that truth lands, it 
changes everything. 

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR US TODAY 

1. Your Hope Is More Secure Than You Know: In a world of economic 
uncertainty, relational instability, and cultural upheaval, the hope Paul describes in 
verse 5 is radically stabilizing. It is not stored in a market, in a relationship, in a political 
system, or in your own health and strength. It is stored in heaven — a location that no 
recession, no diagnosis, no betrayal, and no geopolitical catastrophe can touch. 
Whatever you are losing or afraid of losing right now, your hope is not in it. Your hope is 
stored in the only place that cannot be shaken. 

2. The Gospel Is Bearing Fruit Right Now: Paul writes that the gospel is bearing 
fruit and growing throughout the whole world — present tense, ongoing, unstoppable. 
This is as true in the twenty-first century as it was in the first. The global church is 
growing, particularly in Africa, Asia, and Latin America, at a pace that would have been 
unimaginable a generation ago. If you ever feel that the gospel is losing ground, that 
truth is retreating, that the church is dying — read verse 6. The living word of God is still 
bearing fruit. It has not run out of soil. 

3. Ordinary Faithfulness Is How the Gospel Travels: Epaphras was not one of 
the twelve apostles. He was not a famous theologian or a celebrated preacher. He was a 
man from Colossae who heard the gospel, believed it, understood it, and then went 
home and told his people about it. The church at Colossae exists because of him. Your 
family, your neighborhood, your workplace, your city is your Colossae. You do not need 



to be famous, credentialed, or theologically trained to carry the gospel home. You need 
to be like Epaphras: a faithful servant who has truly understood God's grace. 

HOW THIS RELATES TO TODAY 

The triad of faith, hope, and love that characterizes the Colossian church is also the 
antidote to three of the most pervasive spiritual diseases of our time. Cynicism is the 
death of faith — the refusal to trust anything that cannot be immediately verified and 
controlled. Despair is the death of hope — the loss of confidence that the future is in 
trustworthy hands. Individualism is the death of love — the collapse of genuine 
community into self-protective isolation. Paul's thanksgiving for the Colossians is also a 
diagnosis of what a healthy church looks like: faith that trusts beyond what it can see, 
hope that anchors in a future beyond what it can control, and love that reaches beyond 
the borders of personal preference. 

The image of the gospel as a self-propagating, fruit-bearing living thing is also a direct 
challenge to the way many Christians think about evangelism and mission. We tend to 
think in terms of programs, strategies, and campaigns. Paul thinks in terms of a living 
seed placed in soil. The gospel does not need to be made more attractive, more culturally 
relevant, or more palatable to a secular audience. It needs to be proclaimed faithfully, 
received genuinely, and allowed to do what it always does: bear fruit and grow. The 
growth is God's work. The faithfulness is ours. 

Key Lesson: The faith, love, and hope of the Colossian church did not come 
from religious effort or spiritual technique — they came from hearing and truly 
understanding the gospel of grace, and the gospel that produced them is still 
bearing fruit and growing throughout the world today, waiting to produce the 
same fruit in anyone who receives it. 

 

Colossians 1:9–14 

Paul's Prayer: That You Would Know God and Walk Worthy of 
Him 

(9) For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped 
praying for you. 
 We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the 
wisdom 
 and understanding that the Spirit gives, 
 (10) so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: 
 bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 
 (11) being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that 
you may have great 
 endurance and patience, and giving joyful thanks to the Father, 
 (12) who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the 
kingdom of light. 
 (13) For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into 



the kingdom of the Son he loves, 
 (14) in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

THE CONTEXT 

Paul's prayer for the Colossians is one of the richest apostolic prayers in the New 
Testament, and it reveals something profound about what mature Christianity actually 
looks like. Notice what Paul does not pray for: health, prosperity, freedom from 
suffering, resolution of the false-teaching crisis, or the removal of any specific difficulty. 
What he prays for is the knowledge of God's will, wisdom, understanding, fruitfulness, 
strength, endurance, patience, and joy. This is the apostolic vision of a thriving Christian 
life — not a life free from difficulty, but a life so deeply rooted in God that it bears fruit, 
endures hardship, and gives thanks in the middle of both. 

The prayer is also a declaration of what God has already done: He has qualified you to 
share in the inheritance of his holy people. He has rescued you from the dominion of 
darkness. He has brought you into the kingdom of the Son He loves. These are past 
tenses — completed actions, accomplished realities. The transfer has already happened. 
The Colossians — and every believer — are not working toward spiritual qualification. 
They have been qualified. They are not trying to escape darkness. They have already 
been rescued. The Christian life is not the pursuit of a status not yet achieved. It is the 
living out of a status already given. 

The phrase 'dominion of darkness' contrasts with 'kingdom of the Son he loves' — two 
realms, two authorities, two entirely different ways of being human in the world. 
Everyone lives under one or the other. There is no neutral territory. And the transfer 
from one to the other is not something human beings accomplish by religious effort. It is 
something God does — He rescues, He transfers, He brings. The passive voice 
throughout verses 12-14 is deliberate: salvation is God's action, received by faith, not 
human achievement earned by works. 

PLAIN AMERICAN ENGLISH 

Because of all this, we have not stopped praying for you since we first heard 
about you. We keep asking God to fill you with the knowledge of what He wants 
— the kind of knowing that comes through the wisdom and understanding the 
Spirit gives — so that you will live in a way that honors the Lord, pleasing Him 
in everything: bearing fruit through good works, growing deeper in your 
knowledge of God, and being made strong with all the power that comes from 
His glorious might. That way you will have everything you need to keep going, 
to be patient, and to give thanks with joy to the Father. He is the One who has 
made you eligible to share in the inheritance that belongs to His holy people in 
the realm of light — because He has rescued us out from under the power of 
darkness and placed us into the kingdom of His beloved Son. And in that Son, 
we have redemption — the forgiveness of every sin. 

KEY OBSERVATIONS 

"Fill you with the knowledge of his will": This signifies The Starting Point of 
the Christian Life Is Knowing God. 



The first request in Paul's prayer is for the Colossians to be filled — not supplemented, 
not improved at the margins, but filled — with the knowledge of God's will. The word 
'knowledge' here is 'epignōsis' — the same deep, transforming comprehension used in 
verse 6. Paul is not praying for mere information. He is praying for the kind of knowing 
that reshapes the knower. This is the foundation of everything that follows in the prayer: 
wisdom, fruitfulness, endurance, and joy all flow from an ever-deepening knowledge of 
who God is and what He desires. 

"Live a life worthy of the Lord": This signifies The Goal of the Christian Life Is 
Not Religious Activity — It Is a Person. 

The purpose of being filled with knowledge is a life worthy of the Lord — not a life 
worthy of a theological tradition, a church culture, or a social reputation, but worthy of a 
Person. This frames the entire Christian life in relational terms. The question is not: 
Have I done the right things? The question is: Is the way I am living consistent with who 
the Lord actually is? The worthy life is not a performance for an audience. It is a 
response of love and loyalty to a Person who is worthy of all of it. 

"Rescued from the dominion of darkness": This signifies Salvation Is a 
Transfer, Not a Transaction. 

The language of rescue and transfer in verses 13-14 is the language of liberation — of 
someone pulled from an occupied territory and brought into the safety of a different 
kingdom. Paul does not describe salvation as God improving your religious score or 
adding spiritual credits to your account. He describes it as a radical, total relocation: out 
of the dominion of darkness, into the kingdom of the Son He loves. Every believer has 
been relocated. The address has permanently changed. The question is whether we are 
living as citizens of the kingdom we have been brought into, or as refugees still shaped 
by the territory we were rescued from. 

"In whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins": This signifies 
Forgiveness Is the Foundation of Every Other Blessing. 

The great chain of gifts in verses 12-14 — inheritance, rescue, transfer into the kingdom 
— culminates in this: the forgiveness of sins. Redemption in the first century carried the 
image of purchasing a slave's freedom. The price paid was the blood of Christ (see verse 
20). And the result is total, complete, permanent forgiveness. This is not a temporary 
pardon. It is not a conditional amnesty. It is redemption — a bought, secured, 
irrevocable freedom from the guilt and power of sin. Everything else in the Christian life 
grows from this root. 

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR US TODAY 

1. Pray for People's Knowledge of God Before You Pray for Their 
Circumstances: Paul has heard that the Colossians are facing a spiritual crisis — false 
teaching, theological confusion, potential compromise. His response is not to pray that 
the false teachers would leave, or that the problems would resolve, or that circumstances 
would improve. His response is to pray that the Colossians would be filled with the 
knowledge of God's will. This is the apostolic priority: not the removal of difficulty, but 
the deepening of relationship with God. If you are praying for someone you love who is 



struggling — pray first for their knowledge of God. That is the prayer that changes 
everything else. 

2. Endurance and Patience Are Gifts of God's Power, Not Products of 
Human Willpower: Paul prays that the Colossians would be strengthened with all 
power according to God's glorious might — and the result of that empowerment is 
endurance and patience. These are not things we produce by gritting our teeth. They are 
fruits of the Spirit's work in us, flowing from God's own glorious strength. If you are in a 
season that requires endurance — a long illness, a difficult marriage, a prolonged trial — 
you are not meant to white-knuckle your way through it. You are meant to be 
strengthened by the power of the God who holds glorious might as His native mode of 
being. 

3. You Have Already Been Qualified: The false teachers implied that the Colossians 
needed more spiritual attainment to be fully qualified before God. Paul's prayer answers 
this directly: the Father has already qualified you to share in the inheritance of His holy 
people. The qualification is His work, not yours. You did not qualify yourself for this 
inheritance, and you cannot disqualify yourself through imperfection, failure, or 
weakness. What God has declared qualified is qualified. Stand in it. 

HOW THIS RELATES TO TODAY 

Paul's prayer in Colossians 1:9-14 is one of the most practical guides to Christian prayer 
in existence — precisely because it resists the gravitational pull of circumstantial prayer. 
Most of our prayers sound like this: Fix this problem. Remove this pain. Change this 
person. Provide this thing. All of those requests are legitimate, and God invites them. 
But Paul's prayer for a church in crisis does not begin there. It begins with the 
knowledge of God's will, with wisdom, with understanding — with the interior formation 
of the person before the exterior resolution of the problem. The greatest need any 
person has in any crisis is not the removal of the crisis. It is the deepening of their 
knowledge of the God who holds the crisis in His hands. 

The transfer language of verses 13-14 also speaks powerfully to any believer who lives as 
though they are still under the authority of their former identity — still defined by old 
sin, old shame, old failure, old bondage. Paul says: you have been rescued. The verb is 
past tense, completed, accomplished. The dominion of darkness has no ongoing legal 
claim on anyone who is in Christ. You are not trying to escape — you have already been 
brought out. You are not working toward the kingdom — you have already been placed 
in it. The challenge is not to achieve a status. It is to believe one. 

Key Lesson: God's deepest gift to you in every season is not the resolution of 
your problems but the deepening of your knowledge of Him — and from that 
knowledge flows every other fruit the apostolic prayer asks for: worthiness, 
fruitfulness, strength, endurance, patience, and joy that cannot be 
manufactured but can only be given. 

 



Colossians 1:15–20 

The Christ Hymn: The Supremacy and Sufficiency of the Son 

(15) The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 
 (16) For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible 
and invisible, 
 whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been 
created through him and for him. 
 (17) He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
 (18) And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the 
firstborn from among the dead, 
 so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 
 (19) For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 
 (20) and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth 
or things in heaven, 
 by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 

THE CONTEXT 

These six verses are the theological summit of the entire letter — and they stand among 
the most exalted declarations about Jesus Christ in the entire New Testament. They 
function as a hymn, which is why they are often called the Colossian Christ Hymn. 
Whether Paul composed it or was citing an existing early Christian hymn, the content is 
the point: every title, every claim, every phrase is a direct response to the false teaching 
threatening the Colossian church. If the false teachers were promoting angelic 
mediators, Christ is declared to be the Creator of all angelic beings. If they were 
suggesting that Christ was one rung on a divine ladder, He is declared to be the firstborn 
over all creation — the supreme, preeminent One. If they implied that the fullness of 
God was distributed across a hierarchy of spiritual beings, Paul declares that all the 
fullness of God was pleased to dwell in Christ alone. 

The hymn divides naturally into two stanzas. The first (verses 15-17) concerns Christ's 
supremacy in creation: He is the image of the invisible God, the One in and through and 
for whom all things were made, the One who is before all things and in whom all things 
hold together. The second (verses 18-20) concerns His supremacy in redemption: He is 
the head of the church, the firstborn from the dead, the One in whom all God's fullness 
dwells, and the One through whom God has reconciled all things to Himself through the 
blood of the cross. These two stanzas together declare that the One who created 
everything is the same One who has redeemed everything — and He did it through a 
cross. 

The phrase 'for him' at the end of verse 16 is one of the most staggering claims in all of 
Scripture. All things were created not only through Christ but for Christ — the entire 
universe exists as His possession, His inheritance, His domain. This is not merely a 
statement about origins. It is a statement about purpose. The cosmos does not exist for 
human beings. It does not exist as a backdrop for human history. It exists for Christ. 
And human beings, made in God's image, find their purpose only as they are rightly 
related to the One for whom everything — including them — was made. 



PLAIN AMERICAN ENGLISH 

The Son is the perfect image of the God you cannot see — He existed before all of 
creation and holds the highest rank over it. All things were made through Him 
and for Him — everything in heaven and earth, things you can see and things 
you can't, including every kind of spiritual power and authority that exists. He 
came before all of it, and it is by His power that everything keeps holding 
together. He is also the head of His body, the church. He is the beginning — the 
firstborn from the dead — so that in absolutely everything, He would hold first 
place. God decided that all of His fullness would make its home in Him, and that 
through Him, God would bring everything back into right relationship with 
Himself — things on earth and things in heaven — making peace through the 
blood Christ shed on the cross. 

KEY OBSERVATIONS 

"The image of the invisible God": This signifies Christ Is the Full, Visible 
Revelation of the Invisible Father. 

The God of the Bible is spirit — invisible, uncontainable, beyond the capacity of any 
created thing to fully represent. And yet the Son is His image — the exact, complete, 
visible expression of who the Father is. The Greek word 'eikōn' does not mean a faint 
resemblance or a partial reflection. It means the precise representation of the original. 
When you see Christ — in the Gospels, in His character, in His dealings with human 
beings — you are seeing the Father. Jesus said it Himself in John 14:9: 'Anyone who has 
seen me has seen the Father.' The infinite, invisible God has made Himself fully known 
in the person of His Son. 

"All things have been created through him and for him": This signifies The 
Universe Is Not Humanity-Centered — It Is Christ-Centered. 

The most common modern assumption about the universe is that it exists for human 
beings — that human consciousness, human experience, and human flourishing are the 
point of it all. Paul overturns this assumption entirely. The universe was created through 
Christ and for Christ. Human beings are not the goal of creation — Christ is. This is not a 
diminishment of humanity's dignity. It is a clarification of our purpose. We were made 
in the image of the One for whom everything was made, which means our purpose is to 
know Him, glorify Him, and find our complete fulfillment in the One who is the reason 
everything — including us — exists. 

"In him all things hold together": This signifies Christ Is Not Just the 
Originator of Creation — He Is Its Sustainer. 

Paul does not say that Christ created the universe and then stepped back. He says that in 
Him all things hold together — present tense, ongoing, continuous. The coherence of the 
universe — the fact that physical laws remain consistent, that atoms do not fly apart, 
that the fabric of reality maintains its integrity from moment to moment — is not an 
autonomous property of the physical world. It is a consequence of the active, ongoing 
sustaining work of Christ. Hebrews 1:3 says the same: He sustains all things by His 
powerful word. The universe does not hold itself together. It is held. 



"God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him": This signifies There Is 
No Aspect of God That Christ Does Not Fully Possess. 

This is the direct answer to the false teaching. The word 'fullness' — plērōma in Greek — 
was a term used in the philosophical and religious systems of the first century to 
describe the totality of divine power distributed across a hierarchy of spiritual beings. 
Paul takes the word and empties it of that meaning. All the fullness — every attribute, 
every capacity, every perfection of God — is concentrated in Christ alone, not distributed 
across any spiritual hierarchy. There is no dimension of God that you access through 
anyone or anything other than Christ. He is not a partial revelation. He is the complete 
dwelling place of all that God is. 

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR US TODAY 

1. Christ Does Not Need to Be Supplemented: The false teachers in Colossae were 
telling believers that Christ was not enough — that additional spiritual practices, 
experiences, or mediators were needed for full spiritual life. The same message arrives 
today in different clothing: Christ plus a particular spiritual experience, Christ plus a 
specific theological tradition, Christ plus moral achievement. Paul's answer is still the 
answer: all the fullness of God dwells in Him. If you have Christ, you have everything 
God has to give. The question is not whether He is sufficient. The question is whether 
you believe it. 

2. The Universe Holds Together Because Christ Is Holding It: In an age of 
profound uncertainty — where social structures, political systems, economic 
foundations, and cultural norms seem to be fragmenting simultaneously — verse 17 
offers a stability that nothing in the visible world can provide. The universe holds 
together in Him. This is not a metaphor. It is a statement about the actual structure of 
reality. The same Christ who holds the cosmos together holds your life together. The 
coherence of your story, even in its most fragmented seasons, is being maintained by the 
One who maintains the coherence of all things. 

3. Reconciliation Cost Something Real: Verse 20 does not allow the reconciliation 
of all things to remain an abstract theological concept. It names the price: the blood of 
Christ, shed on the cross. The peace between God and creation was not achieved by a 
divine announcement, a legal fiction, or a change of perspective. It was purchased 
through suffering, through death, through the body of the Son of God broken on a 
Roman instrument of execution. Whatever you think the gospel cost, it cost that. And 
whatever that cost purchased — reconciliation, forgiveness, redemption, peace — it 
purchased it completely, finally, and for everyone who will receive it. 

HOW THIS RELATES TO TODAY 

The Colossian Christ Hymn is one of the most direct confrontations with contemporary 
spiritual syncretism in the entire New Testament. Syncretism — the blending of Christ 
with other spiritual systems, other sources of meaning, or other mediating authorities — 
is not a modern invention. It is the oldest religious temptation. The ancient world 
offered the Colossians angels and philosophies and rituals. The contemporary world 
offers mindfulness and self-actualization and curated spirituality. The temptation in 



both cases is the same: to take Jesus and make Him one ingredient among many rather 
than the all-sufficient source of everything. 

The declaration that Christ is the firstborn from the dead — the beginning of a new 
creation, the One who has blazed the trail through death and come out the other side — 
also speaks with extraordinary power into the grief and loss that mark every human life. 
Death is the final, undeniable evidence that something is catastrophically wrong with 
the world. And Paul's answer is not a philosophy of consolation or a theology of afterlife 
management. It is a Person who went through death first, who emerged from it with all 
power and authority, and who holds the keys of death and Hades (Revelation 1:18). The 
resurrection of Christ is not a consoling belief. It is the most consequential historical 
event in human history. And for everyone who belongs to Him, His firstborn 
resurrection is the guarantee of theirs. 

Key Lesson: Jesus Christ is not the best option among many spiritual 
alternatives — He is the image of the invisible God, the Creator of all things, the 
sustainer of all things, the head of the church, the firstborn from the dead, and 
the full dwelling place of everything God is; to add anything to Him is not 
enrichment — it is subtraction from the One who is already everything. 

 

Colossians 1:21–23 

Once Alienated, Now Reconciled: The Personal Application of 
the Hymn 

(21) Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds 
because of your evil behavior. 
 (22) But now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to 
present you holy, 
 without blemish and free from accusation before him— 
 (23) if you continue in your faith, established and firm, and do not move from 
the hope held out in the gospel. 
 This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every 
creature under heaven, 
 and of which I, Paul, have become a servant. 

THE CONTEXT 

Paul takes the cosmic language of the Christ Hymn and brings it all the way down to the 
personal. The reconciliation of all things in verse 20 is not just a universal statement 
about creation. It is something that happened to the Colossians personally — and to 
every believer. Once you were alienated. Once you were enemies. Paul does not soften 
this. The condition of every human being apart from Christ is alienation from the living 
God — not merely uninformed, not merely imperfect, but actively hostile, enemies in 
our own minds, living in ways that expressed the enmity. This is the biblical diagnosis of 
human nature without God: not neutral, not innocent, not simply in need of 
improvement, but spiritually at war with the very One in whose image we were made. 



But now. Two of the most important words in all of Paul's writing. The cosmic work of 
Christ in the hymn has a personal address. He has reconciled you — not the universe in 
the abstract, but you specifically — by Christ's physical body through death. Paul's 
insistence on the physical body and the death is deliberate. The false teachers may have 
been suggesting a more spiritualized understanding of salvation, one less dependent on 
the scandal of a crucified body. Paul will not allow it. The reconciliation was 
accomplished in a specific body, nailed to a specific cross, at a specific moment in 
history. The gospel is irreducibly physical. 

The goal of this reconciliation is presentation: God intends to present the Colossians 
before Himself holy, without blemish, and free from accusation. This is the language of a 
priestly sacrifice presented before God — a sacrifice that is found completely acceptable, 
bearing no disqualifying defect. The astonishing claim is that this is the status of every 
believer in Christ — not because of moral perfection, but because of the perfect sacrifice 
of the One who stood in their place. 

PLAIN AMERICAN ENGLISH 

There was a time when you were cut off from God entirely — strangers to Him, 
enemies in your own thinking, living in ways that showed it. But now — 
through the death of Christ in His physical body — He has made peace between 
you and God. The goal is to present you before God completely holy, without a 
single flaw, with no charge that can stick against you. The only condition is this: 
keep trusting. Stay grounded and firm in your faith. Don't drift away from the 
hope the gospel gave you. This is the same gospel that has been announced to 
every person under heaven — the gospel I, Paul, have been made a servant to 
proclaim. 

KEY OBSERVATIONS 

"Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds": This 
signifies Sin Is First and Fundamentally a Relational Rupture. 

Paul does not describe the pre-Christian condition primarily in terms of bad behavior, 
though bad behavior is mentioned. He describes it in terms of broken relationship: 
alienation, enmity. The deepest problem with sin is not the damage it does to human 
society, though it does immense damage. The deepest problem is that it ruptures the 
relationship for which human beings were made — the relationship with the living God. 
Alienation from God is not just a spiritual condition. It affects everything: how we think, 
how we love, how we relate to one another, how we view ourselves. Every human 
dysfunction traces its root to this — the enmity between the creature and its Creator. 

"He has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death": This 
signifies The Gospel Is Inseparable from the Incarnation and the Cross. 

Paul's insistence on the physical body of Christ is no accident. It is a theological stake 
driven into the ground. The reconciliation that saves human beings was accomplished 
through a genuine human death — flesh, blood, nails, a spear, a borrowed tomb. Any 
version of Christianity that spiritualizes the incarnation away, or treats the cross as 
merely symbolic, or softens the physical reality of the resurrection has cut itself off from 
the power of the gospel Paul proclaims. The specific, historical, physical death of the Son 



of God in a human body is not a negotiable detail. It is the entire mechanism of 
salvation. 

"To present you holy, without blemish and free from accusation": This 
signifies Justification Is the Gift of a Status, Not the Reward of a 
Performance. 

The final state God intends for every believer is not 'improved' or 'better' or 'mostly 
acceptable.' It is holy, without blemish, and free from accusation — the language of a 
sacrifice that is entirely, completely, and irrevocably acceptable before God. This is not a 
description of moral perfection achieved through discipline. It is a description of the 
status imputed to everyone who is in Christ. Romans 8:1 declares: there is now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. The accusation has no legal standing. 
The blemish has been dealt with at the cross. The holiness is not yours by achievement 
— it is yours by union with the One who is holy. 

"If you continue in your faith, established and firm": This signifies 
Perseverance Is the Evidence of Genuine Faith, Not the Basis of Salvation. 

The 'if' of verse 23 is not a threat to the security of the believer's salvation. It is a 
description of what genuine salvation looks like over time. True faith continues. A faith 
that evaporates at the first pressure of false teaching, suffering, or worldly distraction 
was never the faith Paul describes. The Colossians are not being told: keep performing 
well enough to stay saved. They are being told: the faith that saved you is a faith that 
holds. Endurance in faith is not the cause of salvation — it is the fruit of it. And the fruit 
of it is the most reliable evidence that the root is real. 

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR US TODAY 

1. The Gospel Begins with an Honest Diagnosis: The good news of reconciliation 
only becomes truly good news when you have heard the bad news of alienation. If you 
have never genuinely grappled with what Paul says in verse 21 — that apart from Christ 
you were an enemy of God, alienated in your mind, expressing that enmity in your 
behavior — then the reconciliation of verse 22 will never carry its full weight. The gospel 
is not a self-improvement plan for people who are basically fine. It is a rescue for people 
who were fundamentally lost. The depth of your appreciation for the grace of God will 
always be proportional to your understanding of what you needed grace from. 

2. You Are Presented Before God Without Accusation: If you carry ongoing 
guilt, shame, or a sense of spiritual inadequacy — the sense that God's acceptance of you 
is fragile, conditional, or dependent on your current performance — verse 22 is 
addressed directly to you. The goal of Christ's work is to present you before God holy, 
without blemish, and free from accusation. Not eventually. Not when you get your life 
together. Now. Because of Christ. The cross was not a down payment on your 
acceptability — it was the full purchase of your complete and irrevocable presentation 
before God as fully acceptable. 

3. Stay Grounded in the Gospel You First Received: The false teachers in 
Colossae were offering something newer, deeper, and more sophisticated than the 
simple gospel Epaphras had preached. Paul's instruction is deceptively simple: do not 



move from the hope held out in the gospel. Stay. The gospel that saved you is not a 
beginner-level spiritual exercise to be left behind as you advance. It is the bottomless 
reservoir from which every dimension of Christian maturity is drawn. You will never 
outgrow your need for the gospel. You will only grow deeper into it. 

HOW THIS RELATES TO TODAY 

The language of alienation and enmity in verse 21 describes a condition that enormous 
numbers of people today recognize emotionally, even if they cannot name it 
theologically. The disconnection, the anxiety, the sense of being fundamentally at odds 
with the universe, the inability to find lasting peace — these are not symptoms of 
neurological malfunction or social circumstance. They are the experiential texture of 
what it means to be a creature at war with its Creator. The gospel does not offer a 
technique for managing these symptoms. It offers the resolution of the underlying 
condition: reconciliation with the God from whom all alienation flows. 

The physical specificity of Paul's language — 'Christ's physical body through death' — is 
also a direct challenge to the trend of spiritualized Christianity that has always been 
attractive to cultures uncomfortable with the scandalous particularity of the incarnation. 
God did not save the world through a beautiful idea, an inspiring philosophy, or a moral 
example. He saved it through a body, broken on a cross, in a specific city, on a specific 
afternoon, under a specific Roman governor. The gospel is tied to history. It is not a 
timeless spiritual principle. It is a specific event with a specific meaning and a specific 
effect on every specific human being who receives it in faith. 

Key Lesson: The same cosmic Christ who created all things and holds all 
things together is the One who gave His physical body on a cross to bring you — 
specifically you, once an enemy and a stranger — into a relationship with God 
so complete that He will present you before Himself without a single blemish or 
accusation; this is what grace does, and it does it entirely, not partially. 

 

Colossians 1:24–29 

Paul's Ministry: Suffering, Mystery, and Presenting Everyone 
Mature in Christ 

(24) Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and I fill up in my flesh what 
is still lacking 
 in regard to Christ's afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church. 
 (25) I have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to 
you the word of God in its fullness— 
 (26) the mystery hidden for long ages past, but now disclosed to the Lord's 
people. 
 (27) To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious 
riches of this mystery, 
 which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 
 (28) He is the one we proclaim, announcing him to everyone and teaching 



everyone with all wisdom, 
 so that we may present everyone fully mature in Christ. 
 (29) To this end I strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so powerfully 
works in me. 

THE CONTEXT 

Paul closes the chapter with a deeply personal account of his own ministry — and it is 
striking that he does so by leading with suffering. He is in prison as he writes this. He 
has been beaten, shipwrecked, stoned, and driven out of cities. And his description of 
this is: 'I rejoice in what I am suffering for you.' This is not masochism or martyrdom 
complex. It is the testimony of a man who has understood that the suffering of the 
servant participates in the suffering of the Master — that the afflictions of Christ, in 
some mysterious sense, are ongoing in the body of Christ as it carries the gospel into a 
hostile world. 

The phrase 'fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ's afflictions' is one 
of the most debated lines in Paul's letters. It cannot mean that Christ's atonement was 
incomplete — Colossians 1:20 has just declared the reconciliation fully accomplished 
through the blood of the cross. What it means is that the suffering required to bring the 
gospel to the nations — the cost of mission — is still being absorbed in the bodies of 
those who preach it. Christ's atoning work is finished. The proclamatory work that 
makes it known is ongoing, and it costs those who carry it. 

The center of this closing section is one of the most beautiful phrases in the entire New 
Testament: Christ in you, the hope of glory. This is the mystery that was hidden for ages 
and has now been disclosed — not just that Christ saves Jews, but that Christ indwells 
Gentiles. The God of Israel, through Jesus the Messiah, has taken up residence in people 
from every nation, every ethnicity, every background. And that indwelling Christ is the 
entire basis of hope — the assurance that the glory promised for the age to come is 
already present in seed form in the hearts of everyone who belongs to Him. 

PLAIN AMERICAN ENGLISH 

Right now I am suffering on your behalf — and instead of resenting it, I am 
glad. In my own body I am experiencing something of what it costs to carry the 
gospel of Christ to the world — and I do this for the sake of His church. I have 
been made a servant of the church by the specific calling God gave me: to 
proclaim His word to you in its full, complete form. That word contains a 
mystery that was kept hidden through all the ages past but has now been 
brought into the open for God's people. God chose to make known among the 
Gentiles how glorious this mystery is: it is Christ living inside you — and that is 
your hope of glory. He — Christ — is the One we announce to every person. We 
teach everyone we can with all the wisdom we have, because our goal is to 
present every person fully grown and mature in Christ. And I work hard for 
this, driven by all the energy that Christ Himself powerfully supplies in me. 

KEY OBSERVATIONS 

"I rejoice in what I am suffering for you": This signifies Suffering in the 
Service of the Gospel Is a Privilege, Not a Penalty. 



Paul's joy in suffering is one of the most counter-cultural things in the entire New 
Testament. The world's default position — and the default position of much 
contemporary Christianity — is that suffering is evidence of God's absence or 
disapproval, something to be avoided, escaped, or at least explained. Paul's position is 
radically different: suffering in the service of Christ and His church is a participation in 
Christ's own mission, a form of fellowship with His sufferings (Philippians 3:10), and a 
cause for genuine joy. This does not mean suffering is pleasant. It means that suffering 
absorbed in the service of the gospel is not meaningless. It is purposeful, it is productive, 
and it is counted as something shared with Christ. 

"The commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in its 
fullness": This signifies The Task of Christian Ministry Is Proclamation, Not 
Improvement. 

Paul describes his calling with precision: to present the word of God in its fullness. Not 
to market the gospel. Not to make it more accessible or culturally relevant or 
commercially appealing. Not to add to it or subtract from it based on audience 
preference. To present it — fully, completely, without omission. This is the stewardship 
of every person entrusted with the gospel: not to determine what the audience can 
handle, but to faithfully deliver what God has given. The word of God in its fullness 
includes the difficult parts, the confrontational parts, the parts that the culture finds 
offensive. All of it belongs to the message. None of it is optional. 

"Christ in you, the hope of glory": This signifies The Indwelling Christ Is the 
Entire Basis of the Christian's Future Hope. 

Paul describes the mystery of the gospel as this: Christ in you, the hope of glory. Not 
Christ among you, not Christ available to you, not Christ associated with you — but 
Christ in you. The indwelling of the Spirit of Christ in the believer is the deposit, the 
guarantee, the first installment of the glory that is coming. The glory of the new creation 
is not an external reward waiting at the end of a religious life. It is a present reality, 
already begun, in the Person of Christ who has made His home in the hearts of everyone 
who belongs to Him. Your hope of glory is not a wish. It is a resident. 

"So that we may present everyone fully mature in Christ": This signifies The 
Goal of Christian Ministry Is Maturity, Not Conversion Alone. 

Paul's stated goal is not to convert people to Christianity. It is to present everyone fully 
mature in Christ — the same word used in verse 22 for the perfect presentation of a 
sacrifice before God. Conversion is the beginning. Maturity is the goal. Every dimension 
of Christian ministry — preaching, teaching, counseling, discipleship, pastoral care — 
exists to move people from the beginning of faith toward the fullness of it. This is a 
clarifying standard for every ministry and every Christian relationship: are we working 
toward the full maturity of the people entrusted to us, or merely their initial decision? 

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR US TODAY 

1. Your Suffering for the Gospel Is Not Wasted: If you have lost a friendship 
because of your faith, if you have been passed over professionally because of your 
convictions, if you have been mocked or marginalized for following Christ — Paul's 
testimony is for you. What you are experiencing is not a malfunction of the Christian 



life. It is a participation in the ongoing cost of the gospel's advance in a world that is 
still, in many respects, hostile to it. The afflictions you absorb in following Christ are not 
random suffering — they are purposeful, they are counted, and they are shared with the 
One who absorbed infinitely more than you ever will. 

2. Christ Lives in You Right Now: Not eventually. Not when you have matured 
enough. Not when your prayer life is more consistent or your sin is more under control. 
Right now. The mystery that Paul announces to the nations is this: Christ in you. The 
same Christ who is before all things, in whom all things hold together, in whom all the 
fullness of God dwells — He has taken up residence in you. Whatever you think about 
yourself — however inadequate, however sinful, however ordinary — the most 
extraordinary Person in the universe has made your heart His home. Live like it. 

3. Energy for Ministry Comes from Christ, Not from Yourself: Paul's closing 
line is one of the most important things he could say to anyone in Christian service: I 
work hard for this, driven by all the energy that Christ powerfully works in me. Paul is 
not passive — he strenuously contends, he labors, he pours himself out. But the energy 
is not his own. It flows from the same Christ who dwells in him. This is the sustainable 
model of Christian ministry and Christian life: not effort generated from human 
willpower and driven into spiritual productivity, but human effort animated and 
empowered by the energy that Christ supplies. You work. He provides the power. Stay 
connected to the source. 

HOW THIS RELATES TO TODAY 

The mystery of Christ in you — the indwelling of the living God in the ordinary heart of 
an ordinary believer — is perhaps the most under-appreciated reality in contemporary 
Christianity. We talk about church programs, spiritual disciplines, theological 
education, and ministry strategy. We rarely stop to reckon with the staggering claim that 
the Creator of the universe, the One in whom all things hold together, the firstborn from 
the dead, the full dwelling place of all that God is — lives in every person who has 
trusted Him. If this were truly believed, it would transform the way every believer faces 
Monday morning, every parent raises their child, every worker does their job, every 
suffering person endures their pain. Christ is in you. The hope of glory is already 
resident. 

Paul's description of his ministry goal — presenting everyone mature in Christ — also 
challenges the transactional model of Christianity that has become pervasive in much of 
Western church culture: get people saved, add them to the membership rolls, and move 
on to the next evangelistic initiative. Maturity is slower, messier, more demanding, and 
more relational than conversion. It requires the kind of investment Paul describes — 
announcing Christ to everyone, teaching everyone with all wisdom, contending 
strenuously with the energy Christ provides. It is the work of a lifetime. But it is also the 
work that produces the kind of fully formed, deeply rooted, storm-weathering Christians 
that a confused and broken world desperately needs. 

Key Lesson: The same Christ who is the image of the invisible God, who 
created all things and holds all things together, who was reconciling the world 
through His cross — that Christ now lives in you, and His presence in you is not 



a theological footnote; it is your entire hope of the glory that is coming, and it is 
the energy that makes every labor in His service worth it. 

 

 

 

Closing Prayer 

Heavenly Father, 

As we close Colossians chapter 1, we are undone by the magnitude of who 
Your Son is. He is the image of everything You are. He created everything 
that exists — including us. He holds everything together — including our 
lives, our families, our futures. He is the head of the church, the firstborn 
from the dead, the One in whom all Your fullness was pleased to dwell. 
And this same Christ — this preeminent, all-sufficient, universe-
sustaining, death-defeating Lord — lives in us. Christ in us. The hope of 
glory. We confess we have not believed this well. 

Forgive us for the times we have treated Jesus as one option among 
many. Forgive us for supplementing the gospel with the philosophies and 
spiritual trends of our age, as though what He accomplished on the cross 
were somehow incomplete. Forgive us for living as though we are still in 
the dominion of darkness — still defined by guilt, still controlled by 
shame, still subject to the accusations that Your Son silenced at the cross. 



Recalibrate us, Father. Let the Christ Hymn of Colossians 1 reframe 
everything — how we see the universe, how we see ourselves, how we see 
suffering, how we see the future. We are not cosmic accidents. We are 
image-bearers of the One for whom all things exist, reconciled by His 
blood, indwelt by His Spirit, and destined for the glory His resurrection 
guarantees. 

For those who are suffering — remind them that Paul rejoiced in his 
chains and that Christ absorbs every affliction with them. For those who 
feel incomplete — declare to them again that all the fullness of God is in 
Christ, and Christ is in them. For those who are drifting from the gospel 
— anchor them again in the hope held out in the word they first received. 

May we present ourselves — and everyone entrusted to our care — fully 
mature in Christ. And may we do it with all the energy that You so 
powerfully supply. 

In the name of Jesus — the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over 
all creation, the firstborn from the dead — we pray, 

Amen. 

 

Soli Deo Gloria 
Glory to God Alone 


