CRAWFORD BIBLE COMMENTARY
BIBLE STUDY

Song of Solomon Chapter 3 — The Bride Finds
Her Beloved

A Verse-by-Verse Bible Study from the Crawford Standard
Bible

Introduction

Song of Solomon Chapter 3 moves from longing to finding, and from private affection to public
celebration.

The chapter begins at night.
The bride is alone.
She longs for the one her soul loves.
She searches.
At first:
She does not find him.
But she does not give up.
She rises.
She goes through the city.
She asks the watchmen.
She continues searching.
Then:
She finds him.
And once she does, she says:
“I held him and would not let him go.”
This opening section teaches an important truth about love:
What we truly value, we seek.

The bride does not remain passive.



She acts.

She searches.

She perseveres.

The chapter then repeats the warning heard earlier:
“Do not stir up or awaken love until it pleases.”

Love is powerful, but timing matters.

The second half of the chapter shifts dramatically.

A royal procession appears.

Solomon comes in splendor.

There is:

Perfume.

Smoke.

Warriors.

Swords.

Cedar.

Silver.

Gold.

Purple.

A royal carriage.

And finally:

A wedding crown.

The chapter ends not with searching, but with rejoicing.

The one who was sought is now seen in royal glory.

The private longing of love becomes the public joy of marriage.

The central truth of Song of Solomon 3 is:

Faithful love seeks, perseveres, values presence, respects proper timing, and ultimately rejoices in the
beauty, security, and public celebration of committed love.




I. THE BRIDE SEARCHES IN THE NIGHT

Song of Solomon 3:1 — Looking for the One Her Soul Loves

“At night on my bed I looked for the one my soul loves; I looked for him, but I did not find

»

him.
The chapter begins with longing.
Night can intensify loneliness.
The bride is lying on her bed, yet her heart is restless.
She wants the presence of the one she loves.
She searches mentally and emotionally before she ever rises physically.
The phrase:
“the one my soul loves”
shows that this is deeper than passing attraction.
This is affectionate devotion.
Cross References
Psalm 63:1

God, You are my God, and I seek You earnestly. My soul thirsts for You and my whole being longs for
You like dry, weary land where there is no water.

Isaiah 26:9
My soul longs for You during the night, and my spirit within me seeks You early and earnestly.
Song of Solomon 5:6

Later, the bride opens to her beloved, but he has gone. Her heart sinks, and she searches for him but
does not find him.

Spiritual Principle
Love feels the absence of the beloved because presence matters.

Key Truth
What the heart deeply loves, the heart deeply misses.




II. THE BRIDE GETS UP AND SEARCHES

Song of Solomon 3:2 — Love Refuses to Remain Passive

“So I will get up now and go about the city, through the streets and the squares; I will look
for the one my soul loves. I looked for him, but I did not find him.”

The bride moves from:

Longing.

To:

Action.

She gets up.

She searches the streets.

She checks the squares.

She does not find him immediately.

But she keeps looking.

Cross References

Proverbs 8:17

Wisdom says, “I love those who love me, and those who seek me diligently will find me.”
Jeremiah 29:13

You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart.

Song of Solomon 3:4

After continuing past the watchmen, the bride finally finds the one her soul loves and refuses to let him
go.

Spiritual Principle
Value is often revealed by effort.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

We make time and effort for what we truly believe matters.




III. THE WATCHMEN FIND HER
Song of Solomon 3:3 — Asking for Help

“The watchmen found me as they patrolled the city. I asked them, ‘Have you seen the one
my soul loves?’”

The bride encounters the city watchmen.

They were responsible for guarding and observing the city.
She asks them directly.

She is not embarrassed by her search.

Her question is simple:

Have you seen him?

Cross References

Song of Solomon 5:7

Later, the watchmen find the bride while she searches again, though that encounter becomes painful
rather than helpful.

Isaiah 62:6

God says He has stationed watchmen upon Jerusalem’s walls who will continually call attention to the
city and refuse to remain silent.

Ezekiel 3:17

God tells Ezekiel that He has appointed him as a watchman for Israel, responsible to hear God’s
warning and faithfully deliver it.

Spiritual Principle

Sometimes the search for what matters requires asking others for help.

IV. SHE FINDS THE ONE SHE LOVES

Song of Solomon 3:4 — “I Would Not Let Him Go”

“Hardly had I passed by them, when I found the one my soul loves. I held him and would
not let him go until I had brought him into my mother’s house, into the room of her who
conceived me.”

The search finally ends.
She finds him.



And her response is immediate:
She holds him.

She does not want separation again.
The language communicates:
Relief.

Affection.

Security.

Attachment.

Bringing him to her mother’s house suggests seriousness and belonging rather than casual secrecy.
Cross References

Song of Solomon 8:2

The bride later says she would lead her beloved and bring him into her mother’s house, where she
could share love and hospitality with him.

Ruth 1:16

Ruth told Naomi, “Do not urge me to leave you. Where you go, I will go. Where you stay, I will stay.
Your people will be my people, and your God will be my God.”

John 20:16

Jesus called Mary by name, and she immediately recognized Him and responded personally to Him.
Spiritual Principle

Finding what is truly precious produces a desire to hold it carefully.

Key Truth

Faithful love does not treat the beloved as disposable.

V. DO NOT AWAKEN LOVE BEFORE ITS
TIME

Song of Solomon 3:5 — The Repeated Charge

“I charge you, daughters of Jerusalem, by the gazelles and by the does of the field: Do not
stir up or awaken love until it pleases.”

This warning appears again because it is important.

Romantic love is powerful.



It should not be:

Forced.

Manipulated.

Rushed.

Awakened carelessly.

The bride has just described intense longing and reunion.

Yet immediately afterward she gives a warning about timing.

That balance matters.

Cross References

Song of Solomon 2:7

The bride previously gave the same warning: do not stir up or awaken love before its proper time.
Song of Solomon 8:4

Near the end of the Song, the warning appears again, showing that patience in love is a repeated theme.
Habakkuk 2:20

The Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth become quiet and reverent before Him.
Spiritual Principle

Powerful emotion still needs wise restraint.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Intensity is not the same as maturity.

VI. A ROYAL PROCESSION APPEARS

Song of Solomon 3:6 — Coming from the Wilderness

“Who is this coming up from the wilderness like columns of smoke, perfumed with myrrh
and frankincense, with all the fragrant powders of the merchant?”

The scene changes dramatically.

A royal procession appears from the wilderness.
The imagery includes:

Smoke.

Perfume.



Myrrh.

Frankincense.

Expensive spices.

The procession is impressive enough that people ask:

Who is this?

Cross References

Song of Solomon 8:5

Later, another figure is described as coming up from the wilderness, leaning upon the beloved.
Exodus 13:21

The Lord went before Israel by day in a pillar of cloud to guide them and by night in a pillar of fire to
give them light.

Revelation 19:7
Heaven rejoices because the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has prepared herself.
Spiritual Principle

Committed love eventually moves from private affection toward public recognition.

VII. SOLOMON’S CARRIAGE IS GUARDED
Song of Solomon 3:7 — Sixty Mighty Men

“Look! It is Solomon’s carriage, escorted by sixty mighty men, the best warriors of Israel.”
The procession is not only beautiful.
It is protected.
Sixty skilled warriors surround Solomon’s carriage.
The image communicates:
Honor.
Strength.
Security.

Importance.

Cross References
1 Kings 4:26



Solomon maintained a large number of stalls for his chariot horses and a substantial force associated
with his royal transportation.

2 Samuel 23:8
David’s mighty men were known for exceptional courage, strength, and skill in battle.
Psalm 127:1

Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labor in vain; unless the Lord guards the city, the
watchman stays awake in vain.

Spiritual Principle

What is valuable deserves protection.

VIII. THE WARRIORS ARE PREPARED
Song of Solomon 3:8 — Ready for the Night

“All of them carry swords, skilled in battle, each with his sword at his side, ready for the
terrors of the night.”

These guards are not decorative.
They are prepared.

They have:

Weapons.

Training.

Experience.

Readiness.

Their purpose is protection.

Cross References
Nehemiah 4:18

Those rebuilding Jerusalem worked while carrying their weapons, and the man sounding the trumpet
remained near Nehemiah.

Ephesians 6:17
Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.

Psalm 91:5



You do not need to live in terror of dangers that come during the night or of attacks that arise during
the day.

Spiritual Principle

Protection requires preparation before danger appears.

IX. THE KING BUILDS A ROYAL
CARRIAGE

Song of Solomon 3:9 — Cedar from Lebanon

“King Solomon made a carriage for himself from the wood of Lebanon.”
Lebanon was famous for its cedar.
Cedar represented:
Strength.
Beauty.
Durability.
Royal quality.
The carriage matches the significance of the occasion.

Cross References
1 Kings 10:18

Solomon made a magnificent throne and covered it with valuable materials suitable for royal use.
1 Kings 7:2

Solomon built the House of the Forest of Lebanon using rows of cedar pillars and beams.

Isaiah 60:13

The glory of Lebanon—its cypress, pine, and other beautiful trees—would come to beautify the place
associated with God’s glory.

Spiritual Principle

Preparation for an important commitment should reflect the value placed upon it.




X. THE CARRIAGE IS BEAUTIFULLY
PREPARED

Song of Solomon 3:10 — Silver, Gold, and Purple

“He made its posts of silver, its base of gold, its seat upholstered with purple. Its interior
was lovingly inlaid by the daughters of Jerusalem.”

The royal carriage is carefully decorated.

Silver.

Gold.

Purple.

Love.

Every detail communicates honor.

The phrase about loving inlay shows that the preparation is not merely expensive.

It is personal.

Cross References
Esther 1:6

The royal setting in Persia was decorated with fine fabrics and expensive materials, including silver,
marble, and rich colors suitable for a king’s court.

Psalm 45:13
The royal bride is pictured with glorious beauty and richly prepared garments.
Revelation 21:21

The gates of the heavenly city are described as pearls, and the street of the city as pure gold, shining
with extraordinary splendor.

Spiritual Principle

Love pays attention to details because details often communicate value.

XI. THE DAY OF THE KING’S WEDDING
Song of Solomon 3:11 — The Day His Heart Rejoiced

“Come out, daughters of Zion, and look at King Solomon, wearing the crown his mother
gave him on the day of his wedding, the day his heart rejoiced.”



The chapter reaches its climax.

This is:

A wedding day.

A day of covenant.

A day of public celebration.

A day of joy.

Solomon wears a special crown associated with the wedding.
The emphasis is not merely royal splendor.

It is:

“the day his heart rejoiced.”

Marriage is presented as a joyful covenant event.

Cross References
Isaiah 62:5

As a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so God describes rejoicing over His people.

Revelation 19:7

Heaven rejoices because the marriage of the Lamb has arrived and His bride has made herself ready.

Psalm 45:11

The king delights in the bride’s beauty, and she is called to honor him within the covenant relationship.

Spiritual Principle

Marriage should be entered as a joyful, serious, public commitment.

Key Truth

Biblical marriage joins love with covenant.

XII. SIX GREAT LESSONS FROM SONG OF

SOLOMON 3

1. Love Longs for Presence

The bride searches because separation matters to her.

Principle:

Love does not become indifferent to the beloved’s presence.



2. What Is Valuable Is Worth Seeking

The bride does not stop after one failed attempt.

Principle:

Perseverance reveals value.

3. Love Needs Proper Timing

The warning about awakening love appears again.

Principle:

Strong feelings still need patient wisdom.

4. L.ove Deserves Protection

Solomon’s procession is surrounded by prepared warriors.

Principle:

Important relationships should be guarded from avoidable threats.

5. Marriage Is Public Commitment

The procession and wedding crown make the union visible.

Principle:

Covenant love is more than private emotion.

6. Marriage Should Contain Joy
The wedding day is described as:

“the day his heart rejoiced.”

Principle:

Marriage joins seriousness with celebration.




XIII. WHAT SONG OF SOLOMON 3
TEACHES ABOUT SEEKING

The bride searches.

She does not say:

“If he really cares, he will do everything.”

She takes action.

Healthy relationships require effort from both people.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Love that refuses every effort often expects from others what it is unwilling to give.

XIV. WHAT SONG OF SOLOMON 3
TEACHES ABOUT PERSEVERANCE

The bride looks once.
No result.

She searches again.
Still no result.

She continues.

Then:

She finds him.
Spiritual Principle

Not finding an immediate answer does not always mean the search should end.

XV. WHAT SONG OF SOLOMON 3
TEACHES ABOUT PRESENCE

The repeated phrase is:
“the one my soul loves.”
Her longing is not mainly for:

Gifts.



Status.
Possessions.
She wants:
Him.

Key Truth

Love values the person more than the benefits attached to the person.

XVI. WHAT SONG OF SOLOMON 3
TEACHES ABOUT TIMING

Immediately after the joyful reunion comes the warning:
Do not awaken love prematurely.

Why?

Because desire can outrun wisdom.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

The stronger the emotion, the more important self-control becomes.

XVII. WHAT SONG OF SOLOMON 3
TEACHES ABOUT PROTECTION

Sixty warriors surround the carriage.

Every man is trained.

Every man is prepared.

Every sword is ready.

The image teaches us to guard what matters.
Relationships may need protection from:
Temptation.

Infidelity.

Neglect.

Outside interference.



Dishonesty.

Bitterness.
Carelessness.
Spiritual Principle

Do not wait until damage occurs before deciding your relationship is worth protecting.

XVIII. WHAT SONG OF SOLOMON 3
TEACHES ABOUT MARRIAGE

The chapter moves toward the wedding.
Marriage is not treated as:

A casual arrangement.

A temporary experiment.

A secret relationship.

It is celebrated publicly.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Love becomes stronger when affection is joined with commitment.

XIX. WHAT SONG OF SOLOMON 3
TEACHES ABOUT JOY

The final description is:

“the day his heart rejoiced.”

Marriage should involve responsibility.
But responsibility should not remove:
Delight.

Celebration.

Gladness.

Spiritual Principle

Commitment does not kill joy.



Proper commitment gives love a secure place in which joy can grow.

XX. THE BRIDE, THE KING, AND CHRIST-
LIKE IMAGERY

The primary meaning of this chapter concerns the love story and wedding celebration within the Song.
Yet Christian readers have often seen echoes of greater biblical themes.

A royal bridegroom appears in splendor.

He comes with majesty.

A wedding is celebrated.

Scripture later presents Christ as:

King.

Bridegroom.

The Church as His bride.

The New Testament describes a future marriage supper of the Lamb.

These later biblical images can deepen Christian reflection on the Song without replacing its natural
meaning.

Spiritual Principle

Earthly covenant love can remind us of the greater faithfulness of Christ toward His people.

XXI. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FOR
PERSONAL STUDY

Question 1
Why does the bride search for her beloved at night?

Because she deeply longs for his presence and feels his absence.

Question 2

What does “the one my soul loves” mean?

It describes deep personal affection rather than temporary attraction.




Question 3
Why does she get up and go through the city?

Because what she values is worth effort.

She refuses to remain passive.

Question 4

What role do the watchmen play?

They represent people responsible for watching over the city, and the bride asks whether they have
seen her beloved.

Question 5
What happens when she finally finds him?

She holds him and does not want to let him go.

Her response shows relief, devotion, and attachment.

Question 6

Why is the warning about awakening love repeated?

Because romantic love is powerful and should not be rushed or manipulated.

Question 7

What does the smoke and perfume of the procession communicate?
It communicates:

Splendor.

Royalty.

Beauty.

Celebration.

The importance of the occasion.




Question 8

Why are sixty warriors mentioned?

They communicate security and the importance of protecting the royal procession.

Question 9

What does the carriage symbolize?

It represents royal dignity, preparation, beauty, and the significance of the wedding event.

Question 10
Why are silver, gold, and purple used?

They are valuable royal materials that communicate honor and magnificence.

Question 11

What is important about the crown?

It is connected with Solomon’s wedding day and marks the public celebration of the marriage.

Question 12

What should Song of Solomon 3 teach us about love?
It should teach us to:

Value presence.

Persevere in what matters.

Respect proper timing.

Protect relationships.

Honor commitment.

Celebrate marriage.

XXII. PERSONAL APPLICATION

Song of Solomon 3 asks several searching questions.



Do I Value Presence?

Do I make time for the person I claim to love?

Am I Willing to Seek Reconnection?

When distance develops, do I ignore it?

Or do I pursue restoration?

Do I Give Up Too Quickly?

Have I stopped making effort because one attempt failed?

Am I Respecting Proper Timing?

Are emotion and desire moving faster than wisdom?

Am I Protecting My Relationship?

What dangers have I allowed too close?

Do I Value Covenant?

Do I see marriage merely as romance, or as faithful commitment?

Is Joy Still Present?

Has responsibility completely crowded celebration out of the relationship?

XXIII. A CRAWFORD BIBLE STUDY

PRINCIPLE

“What You Truly Value, You Do Not Search for Casually”

The bride did not search halfheartedly.
She got up.

She went through:

The streets.

The squares.

She asked questions.

She kept searching.

Then she found him.



Principle:

Effort reveals value.

If a relationship matters:

Give it time.

Give it attention.

Give it honest communication.

Give it faithful effort.

XXIV. WHEN LOVE FEELS DISTANT

Every relationship may experience seasons when closeness seems reduced.
The bride’s experience reminds us not to respond automatically with:
Pride.

Silence.

Indifference.

Instead, healthy love may require:

Searching.

Talking.

Listening.

Reconnecting.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Distance should become a reason for healthy pursuit, not an excuse for deeper neglect.

XXV. “l HELD HIM AND WOULD NOT LET
HIM GO”

This line communicates the value of reunion.
There are moments when people rediscover:
Affection.

Closeness.

Trust.



Friendship.

Connection.

When those moments come:

Protect them.

Do not return immediately to the habits that created distance.
Spiritual Principle

Restoration should be followed by renewed care.

XXVI. GUARD LOVE FROM THE TERRORS
OF THE NIGHT

The royal guards are ready for nighttime dangers.
Relationships also face dangers.

Some are obvious.

Others arrive quietly.

A wise couple does not live in paranoia.

But they do live with boundaries.

They protect:

Trust.

Fidelity.

Communication.

Privacy.

Commitment.

Crawford Bible Study Principle
Strong boundaries are not signs of weak love.

They are often signs that love is valuable enough to protect.

XXVII. MARRIAGE AS A DAY OF JOY

The chapter does not portray marriage as a burden to be endured.

It says:



“the day his heart rejoiced.”
That does not mean marriage will never require:
Work.
Sacrifice.
Patience.
Forgiveness.
But the covenant itself is celebrated.
Spiritual Principle

Marriage should contain both solemn commitment and genuine delight.

XXVIII. FINAL APPLICATION

Song of Solomon Chapter 3 begins with absence.

It ends with celebration.

The bride begins alone.

She searches for:

The one her soul loves.

At first:

She does not find him.

Then:

She gets up.

She searches.

She asks.

She keeps moving.

Finally:

She finds him.

There is a lesson here for every important relationship.
Do not let distance become permanent merely because restoration requires effort.
If something valuable has grown distant:

Seek.



Talk.

Listen.

Reach out.

Make wise effort.

But also remember the repeated warning:

Do not force love.

Do not awaken intimacy before its proper season.
Love needs both:

Pursuit.

And:

Patience.

The second half of the chapter teaches another truth:
Love should move toward security and commitment.
Solomon’s procession is:

Protected.

Prepared.

Beautiful.

Public.

The wedding crown marks a day of joy.

That is the direction of faithful love.

Not endless uncertainty.

Not endless secrecy.

Not endless manipulation.

But:

Clarity.

Security.

Commitment.

Covenant.

Joy.

Protect what matters.



Guard the relationship.

Prepare before trouble comes.

Do not wait until trust is broken before deciding trust was valuable.
And when God gives the blessing of committed love:
Rejoice in it.

The chapter moves from:

Searching in the night.

To:

A wedding day of joy.

That movement teaches us that faithful love is worth:
Seeking.

Waiting for.

Protecting.

Committing to.

Celebrating.

Closing Prayer

Heavenly Father,

Thank You for the gift of faithful love.

Teach us to value the people You place in our lives.
Help us not to become careless with relationships that matter.
When distance develops, give us wisdom.

Help us know when to:

Seek.

Speak.

Listen.

Apologize.

Forgive.

Reconnect.



Give us perseverance.

Keep us from abandoning what is valuable simply because restoration requires effort.
Father, also give us patience.

Help us respect the proper timing of love.

Protect us from rushing emotion ahead of wisdom.

Protect us from manipulation.

Protect us from impurity.

Protect us from trying to force what should grow naturally and faithfully.
Teach us self-control.

Father, help us protect our relationships.

Give us wisdom to recognize danger before damage occurs.
Guard marriages from:

Infidelity.

Dishonesty.

Bitterness.

Neglect.

Outside interference.

Careless speech.

Give couples strong and healthy boundaries.

Help them protect trust.

Help them protect intimacy.

Help them protect commitment.

Thank You for marriage.

Thank You for the joy of covenant love.

Help husbands and wives not merely remain together, but continue finding reasons to rejoice in one
another.

Restore joy where routine has taken over.
Restore affection where distance has developed.
Restore communication where silence has grown.

And above all, remind us of Your faithful love.



Thank You that Christ is the perfect Bridegroom.
Thank You that His love is:

Faithful.

Pure.

Strong.

Unchanging.

May our earthly relationships reflect something of that faithfulness.
Teach us to seek what is worth seeking.

Wait for what is worth waiting for.

Protect what is worth protecting.

And celebrate what You have graciously given.
In Jesus’ name,

Amen.

Key Verse

“Hardly had I passed by them, when I found the one my soul loves. I held him and would
not let him go.” — Song of Solomon 3:4

Central Truth

Faithful love values presence, perseveres through distance, respects proper timing, protects what is
precious, and moves toward secure, public, joyful commitment.

Song of Solomon 3 in One Sentence

The bride searches persistently until she finds the one her soul loves, then the chapter moves into
Solomon’s magnificent wedding procession, showing that true love seeks faithfully, waits wisely,
protects carefully, and rejoices openly in committed covenant love.



