
CRAWFORD BIBLE COMMENTARY 

 

BIBLE STUDY 

 

Isaiah Chapter 21 — The Burdens of Babylon, 

Dumah, and Arabia 

A Verse-by-Verse Bible Study from the Crawford Standard Bible 

Introduction 

Isaiah Chapter 21 contains three prophetic burdens: 

Babylon. 

Dumah. 

Arabia. 

Each section is different, but all three communicate the same larger truth: God rules over nations, watches the course of history, and brings His Word to pass at the appointed time.

The chapter begins with Babylon. 

Isaiah sees an invading force sweeping forward like: 

A whirlwind. 

The vision is harsh. 

It disturbs him physically. 

He feels: 

Pain. 

Fear. 

Trembling. 

Anguish. 

The prophet is not emotionally detached from what he sees. Then comes the picture of Babylon: 

Eating. 

Drinking. 

Relaxing. 

Unaware that judgment is approaching. 

Suddenly: 

“Rise up, you princes, oil the shields!”

The celebration becomes: 

Battle. 

Isaiah is then told to post: 

A watchman. 

The watchman’s responsibility is simple: 

See. 

Stay alert. 

Report faithfully. 

Eventually the announcement comes: 

“Babylon is fallen, is fallen!”

Her idols are shattered. 

Her apparent glory collapses. 

The chapter then turns toward: 

Dumah. 

A voice calls from Seir: 

“Watchman, what is left of the night?”

The answer is mysterious: 

“The morning is coming, but also the night.”

There is: 

Hope. 

But also: 

Continuing warning. 

Morning is coming. 

Yet darkness has not disappeared forever. 

Finally Isaiah turns to Arabia. 

Caravans flee. 

Refugees need: 

Water. 

Food. 

Shelter. 

The warriors of Kedar are reduced. 

And God gives a precise timetable: 

“Within one year.”

The chapter therefore moves from: 

Babylon’s fall. 

To Dumah’s question. 

To Arabia’s deadline. 

The central truth of Isaiah 21 is: 

The Lord reveals the downfall of proud Babylon, calls His watchmen to remain alert and faithful, reminds those in spiritual night that morning and warning both remain, and declares that even the glory of Arabia will fall exactly according to His appointed time.

 

I. THE INVADER COMES LIKE A 

WHIRLWIND 

Isaiah 21:1 — The Burden of the Desert by the Sea 

“This is the burden concerning the Desert by the Sea: Like whirlwinds sweeping 

through the south, an invader comes from the desert, from a land of terror.” The image is violent. 

A desert whirlwind moves: 

Suddenly. 

Powerfully. 

Uncontrollably. 

So comes the invading force. 

The title: 

“Desert by the Sea”

is commonly connected with Babylon and the surrounding region. 

The point is clear: 

Judgment is approaching rapidly. 

Cross References 

Jeremiah 50:2

The fall of Babylon is to be publicly announced among the nations, declaring that its idols and political glory will be put to shame. 

Habakkuk 1:6

God says He is raising up a fierce conquering nation that moves across the earth and seizes territories not its own. 

Zechariah 9:14

The Lord is pictured appearing over His people, with His judgment advancing like a storm driven by powerful winds. 

Spiritual Principle 

Judgment may seem distant until suddenly it is moving like a storm. Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Do not mistake calm conditions for a guarantee that no storm is coming. 

 

II. ISAIAH SEES A HARSH VISION 

Isaiah 21:2 — Elam and Media Are Summoned 

“A harsh vision has been shown to me: The traitor betrays, the destroyer destroys. 

‘Go up, Elam! Attack, Media! I will put an end to all the groaning she caused.’” Isaiah calls the vision: 

Harsh. 

Babylon itself had caused: 

Groaning. 

Oppression. 

Destruction. 

Now God raises others against Babylon. 

Elam. 

Media. 

The empire that made others suffer will itself face judgment. 

Cross References 

Jeremiah 51:11

The kings of the Medes are stirred up against Babylon because the Lord has determined judgment upon the empire. 

Daniel 5:28

Daniel tells Babylon’s ruler that the kingdom has been divided and handed over to the Medes and Persians. 

Jeremiah 51:28

The nations are commanded to prepare the Medes and their rulers for war against Babylon. Spiritual Principle 

A nation that causes groaning does not remain beyond accountability. Key Truth 

God hears the suffering powerful empires create. 

 

III. THE VISION PHYSICALLY DISTRESSES 

ISAIAH 

Isaiah 21:3 — Pain Like Labor 

“At this my body is racked with pain, pangs seize me like a woman in labor; I am too 

distressed to hear, too shaken to see.”

The prophet does not watch destruction casually. 

The vision affects: 

His body. 

His emotions. 

His ability to process what he sees. 

The comparison with childbirth communicates: 

Intensity. 

Inevitability. 

Pain. 

Cross References 

Jeremiah 50:43

When Babylon’s king hears news of the coming invasion, weakness and anguish seize him like labor pains. 

1 Thessalonians 5:3

Sudden judgment is compared to labor pains coming upon a pregnant woman, from which there is no easy escape. 

Psalm 48:6

Fear and trembling seize kings like the pains of a woman in childbirth. Spiritual Principle 

A true prophetic burden is not merely information. 

It carries emotional weight. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

If judgment never troubles the messenger, the messenger may not understand the message. 

 

IV. THE EVENING BECOMES TERROR 

Isaiah 21:4 — Fear Replaces Anticipation 

“My heart pounds, fear grips me; the evening I longed for has turned into terror for 

me.”

What seemed like: 

An evening of rest. 

Becomes: 

A night of fear. 

The expected calm is shattered. 

Cross References 

Daniel 5:6

Belshazzar’s face changed, his thoughts terrified him, his body weakened, and his knees shook when God’s message of judgment appeared. 

Psalm 55:4

The psalmist describes a heart writhing within him while the terrors of death fall upon him. 

Daniel 5:30

That very night Babylon’s king was killed, bringing the royal feast to a sudden and final end. Spiritual Principle 

A night of celebration can become a night of judgment very quickly. 

 

V. BABYLON FEASTS WHILE DANGER 

APPROACHES 

Isaiah 21:5 — “Rise Up, You Princes!” 

“They set the table, they spread out rugs, they eat, they drink. ‘Rise up, you princes, 

oil the shields!’”

The contrast is sharp. 

They are: 

Eating. 

Drinking. 

Relaxing. 

Then: 

Alarm. 

Preparation for battle. 

The moment of comfort becomes: 

Emergency. 

Cross References 

Daniel 5:1

Belshazzar held a great feast for many nobles and drank wine with them on the night Babylon’s kingdom fell. 

Daniel 5:30

Before that night was over, Belshazzar was killed. 

Jeremiah 51:39

God says Babylon’s rulers will feast and become intoxicated before being overcome in a judgment from which they will not recover. 

Spiritual Principle 

Pleasure can hide approaching danger without removing it. Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Never let comfort make you spiritually careless. 

 

VI. GOD ORDERS A WATCHMAN TO BE 

POSTED 

Isaiah 21:6 — Report What You See 

“This is what the Lord said to me: ‘Post a watchman. Let him report what he sees.’” The watchman has a clear responsibility. 

He is not told to: 

Invent. 

Exaggerate. 

Speculate. 

He must: 

Watch. 

See. 

Report. 

Cross References 

Ezekiel 3:17

God appoints Ezekiel as a watchman and tells him to hear the divine warning and pass it faithfully to the people. 

Habakkuk 2:1

Habakkuk stations himself at his watchpost and waits attentively to see how God will answer him. Ezekiel 33:7

Ezekiel is again appointed as a watchman who must faithfully communicate God’s warning. Spiritual Principle 

Faithful ministry requires vigilance and accurate proclamation. 

Key Truth 

A watchman is responsible to report what God reveals, not what people prefer to hear. 

 

VII. THE WATCHMAN MUST STAY FULLY 

ALERT 

Isaiah 21:7 — Watch the Movement Carefully 

“When he sees chariots with teams of horsemen, riders on donkeys or camels, let him 

be alert, fully alert.”

The command is: 

Watch carefully. 

Not casually. 

The watchman must recognize signs of: 

Movement. 

Approach. 

Change. 

Cross References 

Jeremiah 51:21

God describes military forces and animals being used in the breaking of Babylon’s strength. 2 Kings 9:17

A watchman standing on a tower saw an approaching company and immediately reported what he observed. 

2 Kings 9:20

The watchman continued carefully observing the advancing chariot and reported the distinctive way it was being driven. 

Spiritual Principle 

Spiritual vigilance requires attentiveness to what is actually happening. 

VIII. THE WATCHMAN REMAINS AT HIS 

POST 

Isaiah 21:8 — Day and Night 

“Then the watchman cried out: ‘Like a lion I stand on the watchtower, O Lord, day 

after day, and I stay at my post every night.’”

The watchman is: 

Persistent. 

Patient. 

Alert. 

He does not abandon the post because: 

Nothing happened yesterday. 

Nothing happened last night. 

He keeps watching. 

Cross References 

Habakkuk 2:1

Habakkuk resolves to remain at his watch and wait for the Lord’s answer. Ezekiel 33:2

A watchman is selected to stand guard and sound warning when danger approaches. Amos 3:8

When a lion roars, people naturally fear; when the Lord speaks, the prophet is compelled to proclaim the message. 

Spiritual Principle 

Faithfulness often means staying at the post longer than expected. Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Do not leave your assignment merely because fulfillment has taken longer than you hoped. 




IX. BABYLON HAS FALLEN 

Isaiah 21:9 — The Great Announcement 

“Look, here comes a chariot with horsemen! And he calls out: ‘Babylon is fallen, is 

fallen! All the images of her gods lie shattered on the ground!’” This is the climax of the Babylon section. 

The message is: 

Definite. 

Final. 

Repeated. 

“Babylon is fallen, is fallen!”

Not only: 

The empire. 

But: 

Its gods. 

Its idols. 

Its religious confidence. 

Everything collapses together. 

Cross References 

Revelation 14:8

An angel announces the fall of symbolic Babylon, representing the collapse of the corrupt world system opposed to God. 

Revelation 18:2

A mighty heavenly messenger again announces that Babylon the Great has fallen and become a place of desolation. 

Jeremiah 50:2

Babylon’s fall is declared publicly, and its idols are exposed and shamed. Spiritual Principle 

When a false system collapses, its false gods are exposed with it. Key Truth 

Every Babylon eventually hears: 

“Fallen.”

 

X. GOD’S PEOPLE HAVE BEEN CRUSHED 

LIKE GRAIN 

Isaiah 21:10 — The Message Has Been Faithfully Delivered 

“My people, crushed like grain on a threshing floor, this is what I have heard from the 

Lord of Heaven’s Armies, the God of Israel, and I have told you.” Isaiah turns toward: 

God’s afflicted people. 

They have been: 

Crushed. 

Pressed. 

Beaten down. 

Like grain on a threshing floor. 

Yet the prophet gives them: 

The Word of God. 

Cross References 

Jeremiah 51:33

Babylon is compared to a threshing floor prepared for the appointed harvest of judgment. Micah 4:12

God gathers nations like sheaves brought to a threshing floor, though they do not understand His purpose. 

Matthew 3:12

John the Baptist describes the Messiah separating wheat from chaff, gathering what belongs to Him and judging what does not. 

Spiritual Principle 

God’s Word brings perspective to people who feel crushed. 

XI. A VOICE CALLS FROM SEIR 

Isaiah 21:11 — The Burden of Dumah 

“This is the burden concerning Dumah: Someone calls to me from Seir, ‘Watchman, 

what is left of the night? Watchman, what is left of the night?’” The question is repeated. 

That gives it: 

Urgency. 

Weariness. 

Longing. 

The night feels: 

Long. 

Heavy. 

Uncertain. 

The person wants to know: 

How much longer? 

Cross References 

Genesis 36:8

Esau settled in the hill country of Seir, establishing the geographic connection with Edom. Ezekiel 25:12

Edom is judged for acting in vengeance against Judah and increasing guilt through hostility. Obadiah 1:1

Obadiah delivers a prophecy concerning Edom and announces divine judgment against its pride and violence. 

Spiritual Principle 

People living in darkness eventually ask: 

How long until morning? 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Spiritual night creates hunger for light. 

XII. MORNING IS COMING, BUT ALSO 

NIGHT 

Isaiah 21:12 — Hope and Warning Together 

“The watchman replies, ‘The morning is coming, but also the night. If you want to 

ask, then ask; come back yet again.’”

The answer is mysterious but powerful. 

Morning: 

Is coming. 

There is: 

Hope. 

Relief. 

Change. 

But: 

Night also comes. 

The warning remains. 

The invitation: 

Ask. 

Return. 

Come again. 

There is urgency in seeking truth. 

Cross References 

John 9:4

Jesus says the works of God must be done while there is opportunity because a time comes when the present opportunity ends. 

Romans 13:12

Paul says the night is far spent and the day is near, calling believers to cast away the works of darkness and live in the light. 

2 Peter 1:19

The prophetic Word is compared to a lamp shining in a dark place until the day dawns and the morning star rises. 

Spiritual Principle 

Hope does not eliminate the need for repentance. 

Key Truth 

Morning is coming, but that does not make spiritual darkness harmless. 

 

XIII. ARABIAN CARAVANS CAMP IN THE 

THICKETS 

Isaiah 21:13 — The Burden of Arabia 

“This is the burden concerning Arabia: You caravans of Dedanites, who camp in the 

thickets of Arabia,”

The scene changes again. 

Caravans that normally: 

Travel. 

Trade. 

Move confidently. 

Now hide in: 

Thickets. 

The commercial traveler becomes: 

A refugee. 

Cross References 

Jeremiah 25:23

Dedan, Tema, and other Arabian peoples are included among nations warned of coming judgment. Ezekiel 27:20

Dedan is known as a trading partner, emphasizing its role in regional commerce. Genesis 25:3

Dedan is listed within the ancestral lines associated with Arabian peoples descended through Abraham’s family. 

Spiritual Principle 

Trade and prosperity can be disrupted quickly by conflict. 

XIV. WATER AND FOOD ARE BROUGHT TO 

THE FUGITIVES 

Isaiah 21:14 — Compassion in Crisis 

“Bring water for the thirsty; you who live in Tema, bring food for the fugitives.” This verse changes the tone. 

People are: 

Thirsty. 

Hungry. 

Fleeing. 

The inhabitants of Tema are told: 

Help them. 

Bring: 

Water. 

Food. 

Practical compassion matters. 

Cross References 

Job 6:19

Caravans from Tema search expectantly for water, showing how vital water was to desert travelers. Genesis 25:15

Tema is listed among the descendants of Ishmael and became associated with Arabian peoples. 1 Kings 17:10

During famine, Elijah asked a widow for water and food, highlighting the life-preserving importance of hospitality during crisis. 

Spiritual Principle 

Compassion should become practical. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

When someone is fleeing the sword, sometimes the most spiritual thing you can offer first is water and bread. 

XV. THE PEOPLE ARE FLEEING FROM 

WAR 

Isaiah 21:15 — Sword, Bow, and Battle 

“They are fleeing from the sword, from the drawn sword, from the bent bow and the 

heat of battle.”

The refugees are not moving for: 

Convenience. 

Adventure. 

Trade. 

They are running from: 

Violence. 

Weapons. 

Battle. 

Cross References 

Jeremiah 49:8

The people of Dedan are warned to flee and hide deeply because judgment is approaching the region. Jeremiah 49:28

God announces judgment against Kedar and the kingdoms of Arabia, describing an enemy raised against them. 

Jeremiah 49:29

Their tents, flocks, possessions, and camels are taken as fear spreads around them. Spiritual Principle 

War turns normal life into survival. 

 

XVI. KEDAR’S GLORY WILL END WITHIN 

ONE YEAR 

Isaiah 21:16 — A Precise Deadline 

“This is what the Lord has told me: Within one year, counted as precisely as a hired 

worker counts, all the glory of Kedar will come to an end.”

The prophecy becomes precise. 

One year. 

Not: 

Approximately. 

Not: 

Eventually. 

But carefully counted. 

A hired worker counts time closely because: 

Wages. 

Contract. 

Service. 

Depend upon it. 

So does this deadline. 

Cross References 

Isaiah 16:14

Isaiah similarly announced a carefully measured period for Moab’s glory to be humbled. Genesis 25:13

Kedar is identified among the descendants of Ishmael and became associated with significant Arabian tribes. 

Ezekiel 27:21

Arabia and the leaders of Kedar are known for trade involving flocks and livestock. Spiritual Principle 

God not only knows what will happen. 

He knows when. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Human glory operates on a clock God already sees. 

XVII. KEDAR’S WARRIORS WILL BE FEW 

Isaiah 21:17 — The Lord Has Spoken 

“The survivors of the archers, the warriors of Kedar, will be few. The Lord, the God 

of Israel, has spoken.”

Kedar had: 

Archers. 

Warriors. 

Military reputation. 

After judgment: 

Few remain. 

The chapter ends with the strongest possible guarantee: 

“The Lord, the God of Israel, has spoken.”

That settles the matter. 

Cross References 

Isaiah 10:19

A once-mighty military force is reduced until so few remain that even a child could count them. Psalm 120:5

The psalmist laments living among peoples associated with Meshech and Kedar, regions known symbolically with hostility and distance. 

Isaiah 42:11

The settlements of Kedar are later called to lift their voices in praise when the Lord’s glory is proclaimed. 

Spiritual Principle 

Military strength can be reduced. 

God’s Word cannot. 

Key Truth 

The final authority in Isaiah 21 is not: 

Babylon. 

Dumah. 

Arabia. 

It is: 

“The Lord has spoken.”

 

XVIII. EIGHT GREAT LESSONS FROM 

ISAIAH 21 

1. Babylon’s Fall Is Certain 

Its power. 

Pleasure. 

Idols. 

All collapse. 

Principle: 

No empire opposed to God remains permanent.

 

2. Prophetic Truth Carries Weight 

Isaiah suffers emotionally under the vision. 

Principle: 

God’s message should affect the messenger before it affects the audience.

 

3. Watchmen Must Stay Alert 

The watchman remains: 

Day. 

Night. 

Principle: 

Faithful service requires perseverance.

 

4. Watchmen Must Report Honestly He reports what he sees. 

Principle: 

Ministry is stewardship of truth, not manufacture of truth.

5. Night Does Not Last Forever 

 

Morning comes. 

Principle: 

Darkness is never eternal where God has promised light.

 

6. Morning Does Not Remove Every Warning The watchman also says: 

Night comes. 

Principle: 

Hope should produce readiness, not carelessness.

 

7. Refugees Deserve Compassion 

Water and food are provided. 

Principle: 

Biblical faith sees the person behind the crisis.

 

8. God Sets the Timetable of Nations Kedar receives: 

One year. 

Principle: 

God’s Word is precise and dependable.

 

XIX. WHAT ISAIAH 21 TEACHES ABOUT 

BABYLON 

Babylon: 

Appears powerful. 

Celebrates. 

Feasts. 

Then: 

Falls. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Never measure permanence by present prosperity. 

 

XX. WHAT ISAIAH 21 TEACHES ABOUT 

IDOLATRY 

Babylon’s idols fall: 

With Babylon. 

That is important. 

The gods cannot save: 

The empire that trusted them. 

Spiritual Principle 

False gods fall with the systems built around them. 

 

XXI. WHAT ISAIAH 21 TEACHES ABOUT 

THE PROPHET 

Isaiah is: 

Shaken. 

Pained. 

Afraid. 

Alert. 

Faithful. 

He still delivers the message. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Courage is not absence of emotion. 

It is faithfulness despite emotion. 

XXII. WHAT ISAIAH 21 TEACHES ABOUT 

WATCHMEN 

Watchmen must: 

Stand. 

Look. 

Listen. 

Discern. 

Report. 

Persist. 

Spiritual Principle 

A sleepy watchman endangers others. 

 

XXIII. WHAT ISAIAH 21 TEACHES ABOUT 

VIGILANCE 

The watchman stays: 

Day after day. 

Night after night. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Spiritual vigilance is not a temporary burst of attention. 

It is sustained faithfulness. 

 

XXIV. WHAT ISAIAH 21 TEACHES ABOUT 

NIGHT 

Dumah asks: 

What remains? 

How much longer? 

This is the question of people experiencing: 

Darkness. 

Uncertainty. 

Waiting. 

Spiritual Principle 

God is not offended by sincere questions from people waiting in the night. 

 

XXV. WHAT ISAIAH 21 TEACHES ABOUT 

MORNING 

The answer contains hope: 

“The morning is coming.”

Darkness has: 

A limit. 

Key Truth 

God can place an ending on the night. 

 

XXVI. WHAT ISAIAH 21 TEACHES ABOUT 

WARNING 

The same verse says: 

“But also the night.”

That prevents false optimism. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Biblical hope is not denial of danger. 

It is confidence in God while taking danger seriously. 

 

XXVII. WHAT ISAIAH 21 TEACHES ABOUT 

COMPASSION 

Tema is told: 

Bring water. 

Bring food. 

Not: 

Debate the refugees. 

Judge them. 

Ignore them. 

Spiritual Principle 

Need sometimes requires immediate mercy before extended explanation. 

 

XXVIII. WHAT ISAIAH 21 TEACHES ABOUT 

WAR 

War produces: 

Flight. 

Thirst. 

Hunger. 

Fear. 

Displacement. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Never romanticize what forces families to run from drawn swords. 

 

XXIX. WHAT ISAIAH 21 TEACHES ABOUT 

GOD’S TIMING 

Kedar: 

One year. 

Moab earlier: 

Three years. 

God sees: 

The calendar. 

Spiritual Principle 

Prophecy reminds us that time itself remains under God's rule. 

XXX. THE FEAST BEFORE THE FALL Babylon is: 

Eating. 

Drinking. 

Relaxing. 

Then: 

Battle. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Comfort without watchfulness can become spiritual blindness. 

 

XXXI. THE WATCHTOWER The watchtower gives: 

Perspective. 

Distance. 

Visibility. 

But only if someone is: 

Watching. 

Spiritual Principle 

A good position is useless without attentiveness. 

 

XXXII. “BABYLON IS FALLEN” This phrase echoes far beyond Isaiah 21. 

Revelation later adopts it. 

Babylon becomes a larger symbol of: 

Proud world power. 

Corruption. 

Opposition to God. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Whatever Babylon represents in any age, its final word is never: Victory. 

It is: 

Fallen.

 

XXXIII. THE CRUSHED GRAIN God’s people feel like: 

Grain under threshing. 

Isaiah does not ignore their pain. 

He brings them: 

God’s Word. 

Spiritual Principle 

People under pressure need more than explanation. 

They need truth from God. 

 

XXXIV. “WHAT IS LEFT OF THE NIGHT?” This is one of Isaiah’s great questions. 

It is the cry of: 

The weary. 

The suffering. 

The waiting. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Night questions are easier to endure when we remember morning belongs to God. 

 

XXXV. “COME BACK AGAIN” The watchman invites continued inquiry. 

Ask. 

Return. 

Do not remain indifferent. 

Spiritual Principle 

Keep seeking truth while there is opportunity. 

 

XXXVI. WATER FOR THE THIRSTY This is beautifully practical. 

A fleeing person may first need: 

Water. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Compassion becomes credible when it meets real needs. 

 

XXXVII. FOOD FOR THE FUGITIVES People escaping conflict lose access to: 

Home. 

Food. 

Routine. 

Security. 

God’s Word recognizes their vulnerability. 

Spiritual Principle 

Hospitality can become a form of mercy in times of crisis. 

 

XXXVIII. THE ONE-YEAR DEADLINE Kedar’s glory seems stable. 

God says: 

One year. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Never let present greatness convince you that God’s calendar does not exist. 

XXXIX. THE FEW SURVIVING ARCHERS Archers represented: 

Military strength. 

Skill. 

Defense. 

Yet only: 

A few. 

Remain. 

Spiritual Principle 

God can reduce a military reputation to a remnant. 

 

XL. THREE BURDENS, ONE LORD Babylon. 

Dumah. 

Arabia. 

Different places. 

Different circumstances. 

Same truth: 

God rules. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Nations change. 

God’s sovereignty does not. 

 

XLI. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FOR 

PERSONAL STUDY 

Question 1 

What three regions are addressed in Isaiah 21? 

Babylon. 

Dumah. 

Arabia. 

Question 2 

How is Babylon’s approaching invasion described? 

Like a whirlwind sweeping across the land. 

Question 3 

Who is called to attack Babylon? 

Elam and Media. 

Question 4 

How does the vision affect Isaiah? 

He experiences intense physical and emotional distress. 

 

Question 5 

What are Babylon’s rulers doing before the crisis suddenly reaches them? Eating and drinking at a feast. 

Question 6 

What does God tell Isaiah to post? 

A watchman. 

Question 7 

What must the watchman do? 

Remain alert and report faithfully what he sees. 

Question 8 

How long does the watchman remain at his post? 

Day after day and night after night. 

Question 9 

What announcement does he finally make? 

“Babylon is fallen, is fallen!”

Question 10 

What happens to Babylon’s idols? 

They are shattered. 

Question 11 

What question comes from Seir? 

“Watchman, what is left of the night?”

Question 12 

What answer is given? 

Morning is coming, but so is night; the hearers are invited to keep asking and return. 

Question 13 

Who needs help in Arabia? 

Fugitives fleeing battle. 

Question 14 

What help should be given? 

Water and food. 

Question 15 

How long before Kedar’s glory is brought down? 

Within one year. 

Question 16 

What will happen to Kedar’s warriors? 

Only a few will remain. 

Question 17 

What guarantees the prophecy? 

“The Lord, the God of Israel, has spoken.”

 

XLII. PERSONAL APPLICATION Isaiah 21 asks several searching questions. 

Am I Spiritually Alert? 

Or am I: 

Sleepy? 

Distracted? 

Careless? 

Am I Faithful at My Post? 

Have I abandoned something God called me to because results were slow? 

Do I Speak Truthfully? 

Or do I shape the message according to what people want? 

Have I Become Too Comfortable? 

Could my “feast” be making me blind to spiritual danger? 

What Night Am I Walking Through? Am I asking: 

“How much longer?” 

Can I remember: 

Morning is coming? 

Am I Taking Warning Seriously? 

Does hope make me: 

Prepared? 

Or careless? 

Do I See People in Crisis? 

Would I bring: 

Water? 

Food? 

Help? 

What Glory Am I Assuming Will Always Remain? Career? 

Money? 

Reputation? 

Influence? 

Strength? 

 

Do I Trust God’s Timing? 

Can I believe: 

The Lord has spoken? 

 

XLIII. A CRAWFORD BIBLE STUDY 

PRINCIPLE 

“Stay at the Watchtower Until God Tells You What You Need to See” 

The watchman watches: 

Day. 

Night. 

He does not quit. 

Eventually: 

The message comes. 

Principle: 

Faithfulness means remaining alert at your God-given post until the truth becomes clear.

 

XLIV. THE BURDENED PROPHET Isaiah feels: 

Pain. 

Fear. 

Distress. 

This tells us: 

Prophecy is not entertainment. 

Spiritual Principle 

God’s truth should never become spectacle when it concerns real suffering. 

 

XLV. THE CELEBRATION THAT ENDS 

SUDDENLY 

Babylon’s feast reminds us: 

Pleasure can produce false security. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Enjoy God’s gifts without allowing enjoyment to make you spiritually asleep. 

 

XLVI. THE WATCHMAN’S JOB The watchman does not control: 

The army. 

The weather. 

The king. 

His responsibility is: 

Faithfulness. 

Spiritual Principle 

You are accountable for your assignment, not for controlling every outcome. 

 

XLVII. THE MESSAGE THE WATCHMAN 

CANNOT CHANGE 

He sees: 

Babylon fallen. 

He reports: 

Babylon fallen. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Truth does not become kinder by becoming false. 

Faithfulness requires saying what God reveals. 

 

XLVIII. MORNING AND NIGHT This tension is central. 

There is: 

Hope. 

But also: 

Urgency. 

Spiritual Principle 

The promise of morning should make us faithful during the night. 

 

XLIX. THE REFUGEES OF ARABIA Isaiah makes room in prophecy for: 

The thirsty. 

The hungry. 

The displaced. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

God sees individuals inside national crises. 

 

L. THE GLORY OF KEDAR Glory ends. 

God’s Word remains. 

Spiritual Principle 

The glory of man has a deadline. 

The Word of God does not. 

LI. FIVE GREAT MOVEMENTS IN ISAIAH 

21 

1. Vision 

Isaiah sees Babylon’s fall. 

2. Vigilance 

The watchman waits. 

3. Announcement 

Babylon falls. 

4. Question 

Dumah asks about the night. 

5. Deadline 

Arabia receives one year. 

Key Truth 

God reveals, watches, warns, fulfills, and governs the timing of nations according to His Word.

 

LII. FINAL APPLICATION Isaiah Chapter 21 is a chapter for people who live between: Warning. 

And fulfillment. 

Isaiah sees the storm coming. 

He feels the burden. 

Then God tells him: 

Post a watchman. 

That gives us an important lesson. 

We live in a world filled with: 

Noise. 

Movement. 

Conflict. 

Change. 

And God calls His people to: 

Watch. 

Not panic. 

Watch. 

Not speculate endlessly. 

Watch. 

Not sleep. 

The faithful watchman stands: 

Day after day. 

Night after night. 

He waits until there is something true to report. 

Then he says: 

“Babylon is fallen, is fallen!”

That announcement reminds us: 

Every proud empire eventually reaches its limit. 

Every false god eventually falls. 

Every Babylon has: 

An ending. 

Then comes the cry from the darkness: 

“Watchman, what is left of the night?”

Maybe that is the question of someone reading this chapter. How much longer? 

How much longer will: 

The trial last? 

The grief last? 

The uncertainty last? 

The darkness last? 

The watchman answers: 

“The morning is coming.”

Hold onto that. 

But he also says: 

“But also the night.”

Do not become careless. 

Keep: 

Seeking. 

Watching. 

Returning. 

Listening. 

Finally we see Arabia. 

People are: 

Running. 

Thirsty. 

Hungry. 

God's Word does not speak of them only as: 

Statistics. 

Foreigners. 

A nation. 

They are: 

People needing water. 

People needing food. 

That should shape our compassion. 

And then: 

Kedar receives one year. 

Human glory receives: 

A deadline. 

God's Word receives: 

The final sentence. 

“The Lord, the God of Israel, has spoken.”

So: 

Stay awake. 

Stay faithful. 

Do not abandon your post. 

Do not trust Babylon. 

Do not fear the night as though morning cannot come. 

Help people who are hurting. 

And trust the Word of the Lord. 

Because: 

Empires fall. 

Night passes. 

Human glory fades. 

But what God has spoken: 

Stands. 

 

Closing Prayer 

Heavenly Father, 

Thank You that You see: 

Nations. 

Kings. 

Armies. 

Watchmen. 

Refugees. 

The frightened. 

The weary. 

Father, give us the heart of Isaiah. 

Do not let us become emotionally cold toward suffering. 

When Your Word speaks of judgment: 

Give us seriousness. 

Compassion. 

Humility. 

Make us faithful watchmen. 

Help us: 

Stay awake. 

Stand at our post. 

See clearly. 

Listen carefully. 

Speak truthfully. 

Keep us from: 

Speculation. 

Exaggeration. 

Fear. 

Carelessness. 

Father, when the night feels long: 

Help us remember: 

Morning is coming. 

Give hope to those asking: 

“How much longer?” 

But also keep us spiritually prepared. 

May hope never make us careless. 

Father, give us compassion for: 

Refugees. 

The thirsty. 

The hungry. 

Those fleeing violence. 

Help us not merely talk about suffering. 

Teach us to bring: 

Water. 

Food. 

Help. 

Comfort. 

Father, protect us from trusting human glory. 

Babylon falls. 

Kedar’s glory fades. 

But You remain. 

When worldly power looks permanent: 

Remind us that You set the timetable. 

When fear rises: 

Remind us that You have spoken. 

Thank You that Your Word is sure. 

May we build our lives on: 

Your truth. 

Your promises. 

Your sovereignty. 

In Jesus’ name, 

Amen. 

 

Key Verse 

“Look, here comes a chariot with horsemen! And he calls out: ‘Babylon is fallen, is 

fallen! All the images of her gods lie shattered on the ground!’” — Isaiah 21:9

 

Central Truth 

God reveals the downfall of Babylon, calls His servants to faithful vigilance, reminds those waiting through spiritual night that morning and warning both remain, shows compassion toward those displaced by war, and proves through the fall of Kedar that every nation and every human glory remains subject to His appointed time and certain Word.

 

Isaiah 21 in One Sentence 

Isaiah sees Babylon’s terrifying fall, posts a watchman who faithfully announces its collapse, hears Dumah asking how much night remains, calls for compassion toward Arabia’s fugitives, and declares that Kedar’s glory will end on God’s precise timetable because the Lord has spoken.

