
Nehemiah Chapter 4 — Mockery and 

Opposition from Enemies 

A Verse-by-Verse Bible Study from the Crawford Standard Bible 

Introduction 

Nehemiah Chapter 3 ended with a wall rising, section by section, as ordinary people gave themselves to 

a work that mattered. 

Chapter 4 begins exactly where progress always seems to invite resistance. 

Whenever God’s people rise up to build, someone rises up to oppose them. 

This chapter shows mockery, conspiracy, discouragement, and the threat of violence — and it shows 

how God’s people responded to each one. 

They did not answer insults with insults. 

They prayed. 

They did not let fear stop the work. 

They kept building. 

They did not pretend the danger was not real. 

They picked up their weapons. 

Nehemiah Chapter 4 teaches us that progress and opposition often arrive together, and it teaches us 

how to hold a tool in one hand and a weapon in the other without ever letting go of either one. 

 

PART ONE: MOCKERY AND OPPOSITION 

FROM ENEMIES 
 

I. SANBALLAT’S FURY 

Nehemiah 4:1 — Sanballat Becomes Enraged 

“When Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, he became furious and was 

greatly enraged. He mocked the Jews.” 

Chapter 3 ended in progress. Chapter 4 opens in rage. 



Sanballat’s anger was not a small irritation. He was “furious” and “greatly enraged” — two intense 

descriptions stacked together to show the depth of his hostility. 

Progress had disturbed him. The wall represented something he did not want to see happen: Jerusalem 

restored and God’s people made secure. 

Opposition rarely rises against people who are doing nothing. It rises against people who are doing 

something that matters. 

Cross References 

Nehemiah 2:10 

When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official heard about it, they were very unhappy 

that someone had come to help the people of Israel. 

Psalm 2:1 

Why do the nations rage, and why do the peoples make useless plans? 

Ezra 4:4 

Then the people already living in the land tried to discourage the people of Judah and make them afraid 

to keep building. 

Principle 

Opposition is often the clearest sign that the work is real. 

If nothing you build for God ever provokes resistance, it may be worth asking whether it is actually 

advancing anything worth building. 

 

II. THE MOCKING WORDS OF SANBALLAT 

Nehemiah 4:2 — “Can They Bring Stones Back to Life?” 

“What are these weak Jews doing? Will they restore it themselves? Will they offer 

sacrifices? Will they finish in a day? Can they bring stones back to life from these 

heaps of rubble, burned as they are?” 

Sanballat did not attack privately. He spoke “in front of his companions and the army of Samaria” — 

he wanted an audience. 

Mockery often needs a crowd. Ridicule is a tool used to shame people out of continuing what they 

started. 

His questions were designed to make the builders feel foolish: weak, unable to finish, working with 

burned rubble that could never truly live again. 

Notice what he called them: “weak Jews.” The enemy’s strategy is often to attack identity and 

confidence rather than to engage the actual work. 



Yet stones that look like rubble to the world can still be raised into a wall when the builder is faithful 

and God is with the work. 

Cross References 

2 Kings 17:24 

The king of Assyria brought people from Babylon, Cuthah, Avva, Hamath, and Sepharvaim, and settled 

them in the towns of Samaria to replace the people of Israel. 

Ezra 4:2 

They came to Zerubbabel and the family leaders and said, “Let us build with you, because we worship 

your God just as you do.” 

Psalm 79:4 

We have become an object of scorn to our neighbors, something to laugh at and make fun of to those 

around us. 

Application 

Mockery is designed to make you doubt what God has already called you to do. 

The answer to mockery is not to prove yourself to the mocker. It is to keep building. 

 

III. TOBIAH ADDS HIS INSULT 

Nehemiah 4:3 — The Fox on the Wall 

“Even if a fox climbed on what they’re building, it would break down their stone 

wall!” 

Tobiah’s insult was different from Sanballat’s — sharper, more visual, easier to repeat. 

A fox is light. The image suggests the wall was so flimsy that even a small animal could knock it down. 

Ridicule often piles on. Once one voice starts mocking, others join in so the humiliation feels 

unanimous. 

But the builders were not building for the approval of Tobiah. They were building because the work 

needed to be done. 

Cross References 

Deuteronomy 23:3 

No Ammonite or Moabite, or any of their descendants, may join the assembly of the Lord, not even 

after ten generations. 

Song of Solomon 2:15 



Catch the foxes for us, the little foxes that ruin the vineyards, for our vineyards are in bloom. 

Nehemiah 2:10 

When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official heard about it, they were very unhappy 

that someone had come to help the people of Israel. 

Principle 

Small remarks can carry a large amount of poison. 

Guard your heart against words meant to make God’s work look small in your own eyes. 

 

IV. NEHEMIAH’S PRAYER OF PROTEST 

Nehemiah 4:4–5 — “Hear Us, O Our God” 

“Hear us, O our God, for we are being mocked. Turn their insults back on their own 

heads. Make them captives in a foreign land. Do not cover up their sin or erase their 

guilt from Your sight, for they have provoked You to anger in front of the builders.” 

Nehemiah’s response to mockery was not a comeback aimed at Sanballat and Tobiah. It was a prayer 

aimed at God. 

He took the insult straight to the Lord rather than trading words with the men who despised him. 

This is a strong, honest prayer. Nehemiah asks God to turn the mockery back on the mockers and not to 

forgive their sin. 

This can feel uncomfortable to modern readers, but it reflects something real: Nehemiah was appealing 

to God’s justice, not taking vengeance into his own hands. 

Rather than becoming bitter or retaliating personally, he handed the matter to God and returned to the 

wall. 

Cross References 

Psalm 79:12 

Pay back into the laps of our neighbors, seven times over, the scorn they have thrown at You, Lord. 

Psalm 123:3 

Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy, because we have been treated with so much contempt. 

Jeremiah 18:23 

Lord, You know all their plans to kill me. Do not forgive their crime or erase their sin from Your sight. 

Psalm 109:14 

May the sin of his fathers be remembered by the Lord, and may his mother’s sin never be erased. 



Nehemiah 6:14 

Remember, my God, what Tobiah and Sanballat did, and also the prophetess Noadiah and the other 

prophets who tried to frighten me. 

Principle 

Nehemiah did not silence his feelings, and he did not act on them either. 

He processed real anger and real hurt honestly before God, then returned to work. 

Feel it. Pray it. Keep building. 

 

PART TWO: UNITY AND PROGRESS 

DESPITE THREATS 
 

V. THE WALL REACHES HALF ITS HEIGHT 

Nehemiah 4:6 — A Heart to Work 

“So we rebuilt the wall until all of it was joined together to half its height, because the 

people had a heart to work.” 

In the middle of mockery and threat, the text pauses to give a progress report: the wall is now joined 

together, halfway up. 

The reason given is not favorable weather or unlimited resources. It is a single, simple phrase: “the 

people had a heart to work.” 

Willing hearts, not perfect conditions, are what move God’s work forward. 

Cross References 

Exodus 36:2 

Moses called Bezalel and Oholiab and every skilled person the Lord had given ability to, everyone 

whose heart moved them, to come and do the work. 

Haggai 1:14 

So the Lord stirred up the spirit of the people, and they came and began work on the house of the Lord. 

Ephesians 4:16 

The whole body is joined together and held together by every supporting part, growing and building 

itself up in love. 



Principle 

The wall was not finished, but it was joined together — no gaps, no broken sections, every part 

connected to the next. 

Unfinished progress, made with a willing heart, still honors God. 

 

VI. THE NATIONS CONSPIRE TOGETHER 

Nehemiah 4:7–8 — A Coalition Against Jerusalem 

“But when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites, and the people of Ashdod 

heard that the repairs to Jerusalem’s walls were progressing and that the gaps were 

being closed, they became extremely angry. They all plotted together to come and fight 

against Jerusalem and stir up trouble.” 

Notice how the opposition grows. 

It began with one man mocking. Now it is a coalition — Sanballat, Tobiah, Arabs, Ammonites, and the 

people of Ashdod — plotting together. 

Progress that cannot be laughed away is often met with a larger, more organized resistance. 

But the text is also honest about the reason for their anger: the gaps were being closed. The work was 

actually succeeding. 

Cross References 

Nehemiah 6:1 

When Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab, and the rest of our enemies heard that I had rebuilt the wall 

and no gaps were left in it, they plotted against me again. 

Ezra 4:7 

They wrote a letter to King Artaxerxes of Persia, bringing charges against the people of Judah to try to 

stop their work. 

Psalm 83:5 

With one mind they plot together; they form an alliance against You. 

Psalm 83:3 

With clever plans they plot against Your people; they scheme against those You treasure. 

Ezra 4:5 

They hired officials to work against them and to ruin their plans. 

Nehemiah 6:2 



Sanballat and Geshem sent me this message: “Come, let’s meet together in one of the villages on the 

plain of Ono.” But they were planning to harm me. 

Observation 

A closing gap in the wall is a closing gap in the enemy’s hope of stopping the work. 

The nearer God’s people come to completing what He has called them to do, the harder the opposition 

may press. 

 

VII. PRAYER AND A GUARD 

Nehemiah 4:9 — Two Responses Held Together 

“But we prayed to our God and posted a guard day and night to meet this threat.” 

This single verse holds the key to the entire chapter. 

“We prayed... and posted a guard.” Faith did not replace wisdom, and wisdom did not replace faith. 

Nehemiah held both together. 

He did not say, “We prayed, so we don’t need to prepare.” Nor did he say, “We prepared, so we don’t 

need to pray.” 

He trusted God completely and still set a watch, day and night. 

Cross References 

Psalm 127:1 

Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labor for nothing. Unless the Lord watches over the city, 

the guards stand watch for nothing. 

Nehemiah 4:13 

So I stationed people behind the lowest parts of the wall, at the exposed places, putting them in family 

groups, with their swords, spears, and bows. 

Psalm 55:17 

Evening, morning, and noon I cry out in distress, and He hears my voice. 

Principle 

Prayer and preparation are not opposites. They are partners. 

Trusting God does not mean ignoring the danger He has allowed you to see. 

 



PART THREE: DISCOURAGEMENT AND 

FEAR AMONG THE WORKERS 
 

VIII. THE VOICE OF DISCOURAGEMENT 

Nehemiah 4:10 — “We Can’t Rebuild the Wall” 

“The strength of the workers is failing, and there is so much rubble, we can’t rebuild 

the wall.” 

This time the threat did not come from the enemy outside. It came from within — from the people of 

Judah themselves. 

Discouragement is often more dangerous than mockery, because it comes from voices we trust and 

echoes what we already fear. 

Exhaustion and an overwhelming amount of rubble had made the size of the task feel impossible. 

Cross References 

Ezra 4:4 

Then the people already living in the land tried to discourage the people of Judah and make them afraid 

to keep building. 

Isaiah 40:29 

He gives strength to the tired and makes the weak strong. 

Nehemiah 4:14 

Then I looked things over and stood up and said to the nobles, the officials, and the rest of the people, 

“Don’t be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is great and to be feared, and fight for your 

families.” 

Observation 

Tired hands and a mountain of rubble can make even faithful people begin to doubt what they set out to 

do. 

Weariness is not the same as failure. It is often simply the moment where fresh courage is needed most. 

 



IX. THE ENEMY’S SECRET PLAN 

Nehemiah 4:11 — “They Won’t See or Know Anything” 

“They won’t see or know anything until we’re right among them. We’ll kill them and 

stop the work.” 

The enemy’s plan depended entirely on surprise — on the builders not knowing what was coming until 

it was too late. 

Their goal was not only to harm the people but to “stop the work.” The people were not the final target. 

The mission was. 

Cross References 

Psalm 83:4 

“Come,” they say, “let us wipe them out as a nation, so that the name of Israel is never remembered 

again.” 

Esther 3:13 

Letters were sent by messengers to every province of the king, giving the order to destroy, kill, and 

wipe out all the Jews, young and old, women and children, in a single day. 

Nehemiah 6:9 

All of them were trying to frighten us, thinking, “Their hands will grow too weak for the work, and it 

will never get finished.” 

Principle 

Surprise is a weapon. Awareness disarms it. 

A threat that is known in advance has already lost much of its power. 

 

X. WARNED TEN TIMES 

Nehemiah 4:12 — “Wherever You Turn, They Will Attack Us” 

“Then the Jews who lived near them came and warned us ten times, ‘Wherever you 

turn, they will attack us.’” 

“Ten times” suggests the warning was not a single rumor. It came again and again, from multiple 

directions, until it could not be dismissed. 

Sometimes God confirms a danger — or a calling — by letting it reach us repeatedly, through different 

people, until we finally take it seriously. 



Cross References 

Nehemiah 4:8 

They all plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem and stir up trouble against it. 

Numbers 14:9 

Do not turn against the Lord, and do not be afraid of the people of the land, because we will swallow 

them up. Their protection is gone, but the Lord is with us. Do not be afraid of them. 

2 Kings 6:16 

“Don’t be afraid,” the prophet answered. “Those who are with us are more than those who are with 

them.” 

Observation 

God rarely lets His people walk into danger blind. 

He often sends warning through the people around us long before the danger arrives. 

 

PART FOUR: VIGILANCE AND DEFENSE 

WHILE BUILDING 
 

XI. NEHEMIAH ARMS THE PEOPLE 

Nehemiah 4:13 — Stationed by Families 

“So I placed armed guards behind the lowest parts of the wall, in the vulnerable spots. 

I stationed the people by families with their swords, spears, and bows.” 

Nehemiah did not station strangers at random points. He placed “the people by families,” defending the 

very people and places they loved. 

He also targeted the weakest points first — “the lowest parts of the wall, in the vulnerable spots” — 

rather than spreading his defense evenly and ignoring where the real danger was greatest. 

Cross References 

2 Chronicles 32:5 

Then Hezekiah worked hard to repair all the broken sections of the wall and to build towers on it. 

Nehemiah 4:16 

From that day on, half of my men worked on the construction while the other half held spears, shields, 

bows, and armor. 



Ephesians 6:11 

Put on the full armor of God so that you can stand firm against the devil’s tricks. 

Principle 

Motivation matters. People fight hardest for what they love. 

Wise leadership places people where their hearts already are. 

 

XII. “DON’T BE AFRAID... REMEMBER THE 

LORD” 

Nehemiah 4:14 — The Turning Point 

“Then I looked over everything and said to the nobles, the officials, and the rest of the 

people, ‘Don’t be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and 

fight for your brothers, your sons and daughters, your wives and your homes!’” 

Nehemiah gives the people three things to do: stop being afraid, remember who God is, and fight for 

the people they love. 

Fear shrinks when the size of God is remembered. 

This is the turning point of the chapter — courage rooted not in the builders’ own strength, but in the 

greatness of the God they served. 

Cross References 

Deuteronomy 20:3 

Do not lose heart or be afraid; do not be alarmed or terrified because of them. 

Numbers 14:9 

Do not turn against the Lord, and do not be afraid of the people of the land, because the Lord is with us. 

Nehemiah 1:5 

Lord, God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who keeps His covenant of love with those who 

love Him and keep His commands. 

Key Instruction 

Courage is not the absence of fear. It is the presence of a bigger memory — the 

memory of who God is. 

 



XIII. GOD FRUSTRATES THE ENEMY’S 

PLAN 

Nehemiah 4:15 — Back to the Work 

“When our enemies learned that we knew their plans and that God had frustrated 

them, we all returned to the wall, each to his own work.” 

The enemies’ plan collapsed not because the builders overpowered them in battle, but because God 

frustrated their plan and it became known. 

When a scheme against God’s people is exposed, its power to intimidate is broken. 

And notice the response: not celebration, not relaxation, but a return to the work — “each to his own 

work.” 

Cross References 

Psalm 33:10 

The Lord ruins the plans of the nations; He stops the purposes of the peoples. 

Nehemiah 4:9 

But we prayed to our God and posted a guard day and night to meet this threat. 

Proverbs 21:30 

There is no wisdom, no understanding, no plan that can succeed against the Lord. 

Principle 

God’s deliverance rarely means the danger disappears entirely. 

It often simply means the work can safely continue. 

 

XIV. HALF WORK, HALF WATCH 

Nehemiah 4:16 — A Divided Workforce 

“From that day on, half of my men worked on the construction while the other half 

held spears, shields, bows, and armor. The leaders supported all the people of Judah.” 

From this point forward, the workforce was permanently divided: half building, half armed and 

watching. 

Every believer is called to this same posture — working diligently while remaining spiritually alert. 

The leaders themselves stood behind the people rather than above them, offering support to the whole 

community. 



Cross References 

Nehemiah 4:13 

So I stationed people behind the lowest parts of the wall, at the exposed places, putting them in family 

groups, with their swords, spears, and bows. 

Ephesians 6:16 

In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, so that you can put out all the flaming arrows of the 

evil one. 

2 Chronicles 26:14 

Uzziah gave shields, spears, helmets, coats of armor, bows, and slingstones to his whole army. 

Application 

Diligence and watchfulness are not two different callings. For God’s people, they are meant to be one 

and the same. 

 

XV. ONE HAND ON THE WORK, ONE HAND 

ON THE WEAPON 

Nehemiah 4:17 — Carrying and Defending at Once 

“Those who carried materials did the work with one hand and held a weapon with the 

other.” 

This is one of the most vivid images in the entire chapter: builders carrying materials with one hand 

while gripping a weapon with the other. 

It pictures a life that refuses to choose between diligence and readiness. Both are held at the same time, 

in the same hands. 

Cross References 

Ephesians 6:17 

Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

Nehemiah 4:18 

Each of the builders wore his sword at his side while he worked, and the man who sounded the trumpet 

stayed with me. 

Luke 22:36 

He said to them, “Now, the one who has a money bag should take it, and likewise a bag for supplies. 

And the one who does not have a sword should sell his coat and buy one.” 



Picture 

A life fully devoted to God’s work still keeps one hand ready for whatever opposition may come. 

 

XVI. SWORD AT THE SIDE, TRUMPET AT 

THE READY 

Nehemiah 4:18 — Personal Readiness, Shared Signal 

“Each of the builders wore his sword at his side while he worked. And the man who 

sounded the trumpet stayed with me.” 

Every builder carried his own sword. No one depended entirely on someone else’s readiness. 

But there was also a shared signal — the trumpeter stationed with Nehemiah — so that individual 

readiness could become coordinated defense in a moment’s notice. 

Cross References 

Ephesians 6:14 

Stand firm then, with the belt of truth around your waist and the breastplate of righteousness in place. 

Nehemiah 4:20 

Wherever you hear the sound of the trumpet, gather to us there. Our God will fight for us! 

1 Corinthians 14:8 

If the trumpet does not sound a clear call, who will get ready for battle? 

Principle 

Personal readiness and community coordination were never meant to replace each other. Nehemiah 

kept both close at hand. 

 

PART FIVE: STRATEGY AND READINESS 

FOR BATTLE 
 



XVII. THE WORK IS SPREAD OUT 

Nehemiah 4:19–20 — “Our God Will Fight for Us!” 

“The work is extensive and spread out, and we are far apart from one another on the 

wall. Wherever you hear the sound of the trumpet, gather to us there. Our God will 

fight for us!” 

Nehemiah names a real danger: the workers were spread out and far from one another, unable to help 

each other quickly if attacked. 

His solution was not to abandon the plan but to establish a rallying signal, so that scattered workers 

could quickly become a unified defense. 

And he reminds the people, one more time, where their true strength came from: “Our God will fight 

for us!” 

Cross References 

1 Corinthians 3:9 

We are workers together in God’s service; you are God’s field, God’s building. 

Nehemiah 4:20 

Wherever you hear the sound of the trumpet, gather to us there. Our God will fight for us! 

Exodus 18:18 

You and the people with you will only wear yourselves out. This task is too heavy for you; you cannot 

handle it by yourself. 

Exodus 14:14 

The Lord will fight for you; you only need to be still. 

Deuteronomy 20:4 

For the Lord your God goes with you to fight for you against your enemies, to give you victory. 

2 Chronicles 20:15 

Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this huge army, for the battle is not yours, but God’s. 

Principle 

“Our God will fight for us” was not a slogan. It was the foundation of every strategy 

Nehemiah put in place. 

 



XVIII. FROM DAWN UNTIL THE STARS 

CAME OUT 

Nehemiah 4:21 — A Relentless Pace 

“So we continued the work, with half the men holding spears from dawn until the 

stars came out.” 

The workday stretched from first light until the stars appeared — an extraordinary pace sustained under 

constant threat. 

Half the men held spears the entire time so the other half could keep working without pause. 

Cross References 

Nehemiah 4:16 

From that day on, half of my men worked on the construction while the other half held spears, shields, 

bows, and armor. 

Exodus 17:12 

When Moses’ hands grew tired, they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur 

held his hands up, one on each side, so that his hands stayed steady until sunset. 

Psalm 127:2 

It is useless to get up early and stay up late, working hard for food to eat, for God gives sleep to the 

ones He loves. 

Observation 

Endurance, not intensity alone, finished this wall. The builders paced themselves for the long day 

because they knew the work still had to be done tomorrow. 

 

XIX. GUARDS BY NIGHT, WORKERS BY 

DAY 

Nehemiah 4:22 — Everyone Stays Inside the City 

“At that time I also told the people, ‘Let every man and his servant stay inside 

Jerusalem at night so they can be guards by night and workers by day.’” 

Nehemiah even reorganized where people slept, keeping everyone — including servants — inside 

Jerusalem so the same people who built by day could guard by night. 

Safety was treated as a shared responsibility, not something to be outsourced to a few. 



Cross References 

Nehemiah 7:3 

I said to them, “The gates of Jerusalem are not to be opened until the sun is hot. While the guards are 

still on duty, have them shut and bar the doors. Also station the people of Jerusalem as guards, some at 

their posts and some near their own houses.” 

Nehemiah 4:9 

But we prayed to our God and posted a guard day and night to meet this threat. 

Song of Solomon 3:3 

The watchmen found me as they made their rounds in the city. “Have you seen the one my heart 

loves?” I asked. 

Principle 

Every person had a stake in the city’s safety, and every person carried a share of the responsibility for 

it. 

 

XX. READY WITHOUT REST 

Nehemiah 4:23 — Never Taking Off Their Clothes 

“So none of us — neither I, nor my brothers, nor my servants, nor the guards who 

followed me — ever took off our clothes, except for washing.” 

Nehemiah includes a small, personal detail: he and his brothers, his servants, and his guards did not 

take off their clothes, except for washing. 

It is a picture of total readiness — no letting down of the guard, even in rest. 

This was not a burden Nehemiah placed on others while exempting himself. He shared it fully. 

Cross References 

Ephesians 6:13 

So put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you will be able to stand your 

ground. 

1 Kings 20:11 

The king of Israel answered, “Tell him: The one putting on his armor should not brag like the one 

taking it off.” 

2 Samuel 11:11 



Uriah said, “The ark and the armies of Israel and Judah are staying in tents, and my commander Joab 

and my lord’s soldiers are camped out in the open fields. How could I go home to eat and drink and 

sleep with my wife?” 

Closing Observation 

A leader who shares the hardship earns the trust that gets the work finished. 

 

XXI. THE GREAT MESSAGE OF 

NEHEMIAH 4 
The wall was not threatened only by weak hands or scarce stone. 

It was threatened by mockery, by conspiracy, by exhaustion, and by fear. 

And every single threat was met the same way: with prayer first, and then with faithful, watchful 

action. 

Nehemiah never tells the people the danger isn’t real. He never tells them to pretend the enemy isn’t 

there. 

Instead, he teaches them to build with a trowel in one hand and readiness in the other — fully engaged 

in the work, and fully awake to the threat. 

That is what it looks like to do God’s work in a hostile world. 

 

KEY LESSONS FROM NEHEMIAH 

CHAPTER 4 

1. Opposition Is Inevitable When Doing God’s Work 

Sanballat, Tobiah, and others mocked and plotted against the people, but God’s purpose still prevailed. 

Their anger grew in direct proportion to the builders’ progress — the closer the wall came to 

completion, the louder the opposition became. 

This is not a sign that something has gone wrong. It is often a sign that something is finally going right. 

Expect resistance, but press on. 

2. Prayer Is the First Line of Defense 

Nehemiah didn’t retaliate with insults of his own — he turned to prayer. 

Every threat in this chapter, whether mockery, conspiracy, or fear, first passed through prayer before it 

was ever answered with action. 



When mocked or attacked, seek God’s help before anything else. 

3. Work with Watchfulness 

The builders held tools in one hand and weapons in the other. 

God’s work must be done with diligence and readiness — never so absorbed in the task that danger 

goes unnoticed, and never so consumed by danger that the task goes undone. 

Build and watch. Watch and build. 

4. Encouragement Builds Morale 

Nehemiah reminded the people not to be afraid but to remember the greatness of God. 

Discouragement had already begun to spread among the workers before Nehemiah spoke. His words 

did not remove the danger — they restored the people’s confidence in the God who was greater than it. 

Encouragement keeps faith strong during trials. 

5. Unity Defeats Fear 

When threats rose, the people worked together, armed and alert. 

No single family, no single section of the wall, and no single guard stood alone. The trumpet existed 

precisely so that scattered workers could become one defense in a moment. 

Unity among God’s people disarms the enemy. 

6. God Fights for His People 

“Our God will fight for us” wasn’t just a slogan — it was a reality. 

The enemies’ plan was frustrated not by superior weapons but by the Lord who exposed it. The wall 

was finished not because the builders never grew tired, but because they never stopped trusting the One 

who worked alongside them. 

When you trust in the Lord, you’re never fighting alone. 

 

XXII. ANSWERS FOR PERSONAL STUDY — 

NEHEMIAH 4 
Question 1 

Why did Nehemiah respond to mockery with prayer instead of arguing back? 

When Sanballat and Tobiah mocked the builders, Nehemiah did not answer them directly. Instead, he 

prayed, “Hear us, O our God, for we are being mocked” (Nehemiah 4:4). 



This shows that Nehemiah took the insult to the only One who could truly do something about it. 

Arguing with the mockers would have wasted time and energy that belonged to the work. 

Prayer allowed Nehemiah to release his anger honestly without letting it control his actions or distract 

him from the wall. 

Question 2 

What does Nehemiah’s prayer in verses 4–5 teach us about processing anger? 

Nehemiah did not pretend he was unaffected by the mockery. He told God exactly how he felt and 

asked God to deal with the people who had provoked Him. 

This teaches us that honest emotion and godly response are not opposites. We can feel the sting of an 

insult and still refuse to take matters into our own hands. 

Bring your hurt to God before you bring it to anyone else. 

Question 3 

Why is it significant that opposition grew as the wall neared completion? 

The opposition in this chapter did not stay the same size. It began with one man’s mockery in verse 1 

and grew into an organized coalition of nations plotting to attack in verses 7–8. 

This pattern is significant because it shows that resistance often increases as God’s work draws closer 

to being finished, not further away. 

This can be discouraging if we expect opposition to fade the more faithful we are. Nehemiah 4 teaches 

us to expect the opposite, and to keep building anyway. 

Question 4 

What can we learn from the discouragement voiced by the people of Judah in verse 10? 

The people of Judah said, “The strength of the workers is failing, and there is so much rubble, we can’t 

rebuild the wall” (Nehemiah 4:10). 

This complaint did not come from an enemy. It came from within the community, from people who 

were simply exhausted. 

This teaches us that discouragement is not always caused by an outside attack. Sometimes it grows out 

of our own weariness, and it can be just as dangerous to the work as an enemy’s threat. 

Question 5 

Why did Nehemiah say “our God will fight for us” instead of just organizing a stronger defense? 

Nehemiah did organize a defense — guards, weapons, and a trumpet signal. But he made sure the 

people understood that their true confidence was not in their own preparation. 

By reminding them, “Our God will fight for us!” (Nehemiah 4:20), he kept their trust rightly placed, 

even while they carried real swords and spears. 



Preparation and trust in God were never meant to compete with each other. 

Question 6 

What does the image of “one hand on the work, one hand on the weapon” teach believers today? 

Nehemiah 4:17 describes builders who carried materials with one hand and held a weapon with the 

other. 

This pictures a life fully devoted to God’s work while remaining spiritually alert to danger. Neither 

diligence nor readiness was allowed to replace the other. 

Believers today are called to the same balance: 

• Serving faithfully without becoming careless 

• Staying alert without becoming fearful 

• Working hard without neglecting prayer 

• Guarding your heart without abandoning your calling 

• Trusting God without setting down your tools 

A life that only builds, without watching, is vulnerable. A life that only watches, without building, 

never finishes anything. 

Question 7 

Why did Nehemiah reorganize where people slept at night? 

Nehemiah 4:22 records that he told every man and his servant to stay inside Jerusalem at night, so they 

could serve as guards by night and workers by day. 

This was a practical decision, but it also reflects a spiritual principle: safety and service belonged to 

everyone, not just to a few appointed guards. 

No one was allowed to view the danger as someone else’s problem. Every person carried a share of the 

responsibility. 

Question 8 

What does the “ten times” warning in verse 12 teach us about receiving warnings? 

Nehemiah 4:12 says that the Jews living near the enemy came and warned the builders ten times, 

saying the enemy would attack from every direction. 

A single warning might be dismissed as rumor. A warning repeated ten times, from multiple sources, is 

much harder to ignore. 

This teaches us to pay attention when the same warning keeps returning to us through different people. 

God often confirms what we need to know by letting it reach us more than once. 

Question 9 

Why does the text emphasize “the people had a heart to work” in verse 6? 



Nehemiah 4:6 explains the reason the wall reached half its height in the middle of mockery and threat: 

“the people had a heart to work.” 

The verse does not credit ideal conditions, abundant resources, or the absence of opposition. It credits 

willingness. 

A willing heart accomplishes what perfect circumstances cannot. 

Question 10 

What lesson do we learn from Nehemiah stationing families together to defend the wall? 

Nehemiah 4:13 says he stationed the people “by families with their swords, spears, and bows,” placing 

them at the most vulnerable parts of the wall. 

He did not scatter people randomly. He placed them where their hearts already were — protecting the 

people and homes they loved most. 

This shows wise leadership: people give their strongest effort when they are defending what matters to 

them personally. 

Question 11 

Are you responding to opposition in your life with prayer or with retaliation? 

Nehemiah 4 challenges us to examine our own first response when we are mocked, criticized, or 

opposed for doing what God has called us to do. 

It is easy to answer an insult with an insult, or to let discouragement talk us out of finishing what we 

started. 

Nehemiah’s pattern was different: 

• Take the hurt to God first 

• Refuse to let anger control your actions 

• Prepare wisely for real dangers 

• Return to the work as soon as you are able 

The question is not whether opposition will come. It is how you will respond when it does. 

Question 12 

What is the “sword and trowel” balance God is calling you to practice? 

This is a personal question. It asks you to consider where in your own life you may be holding only a 

tool, or only a weapon, instead of both. 

It may look like: 

• Serving faithfully while ignoring a real danger to your family 

• Guarding against every risk while never actually doing the work 

• Praying without preparing 

• Preparing without praying 



• Working hard while letting discouragement quietly take root 

• Watching for threats while forgetting who fights the battle 

Nehemiah did not choose between the trowel and the sword. He held both, because the moment 

required both. 

What would it look like for you to hold both today? 

Personal Reflection 

Nehemiah 4 may initially appear to be a chapter about conflict and defense. But beneath the mockery, 

the plotting, and the weapons is a powerful theology of prayer, courage, watchfulness, and trust. 

Some people mocked the work. 

Some people plotted against it. 

Some people grew discouraged and wanted to quit. 

Some people warned of danger. 

Some people prayed. 

Some people picked up a sword. 

And some people, like Nehemiah, did all of it at once — praying, preparing, leading, and building 

without ever letting go of any of it. 

The chapter teaches us that God does not ask His people to pretend the danger isn’t real. 

He asks His people to remember Him, and to keep building anyway. 

You may face mockery for the work God has given you. You may face discouragement from your own 

tired hands. You may face real danger that requires real wisdom and real preparation. 

Do not let the mockery silence you. Do not let the discouragement stop you. Do not let the danger 

paralyze you. 

Take your hurt to God. 

Take up your tools. 

Take up your watchfulness. 

And faithfully keep building, because our God will fight for us. 

 

Closing Prayer 
Heavenly Father, 

Thank You for the example of Nehemiah and the builders who kept working even while surrounded by 

mockery and threat. 

Teach us to bring our hurt and our anger to You first, before we ever answer with our own words. 



When we are mocked for the work You have given us, remind us that the size of the mockery is no 

measure of the size of Your purpose. 

When discouragement rises within our own hearts, or within the people around us, remind us to 

remember You — great and awesome, faithful and near. 

Give us wisdom to work with watchfulness, holding diligence in one hand and readiness in the other. 

Give our leaders the courage to share every hardship they ask others to carry. 

Give Your people unity, so that no matter how scattered our work may be, we gather quickly when one 

of us is in need. 

When our strength fails and the rubble feels too great, remind us that this is Your battle, not only ours. 

Help us to keep one hand on the work and one hand ready, until the work You have given us is 

complete. 

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

Key Verse 
“Wherever you hear the sound of the trumpet, gather to us there. Our God will fight 

for us!” — Nehemiah 4:20 

This verse captures the heart of the entire chapter: real danger, real preparation, and a confidence that 

ultimately rested in God alone. 

Central Truth 

God does not remove every threat from the path of obedience; He gives His people the 

courage, unity, and watchfulness to keep building in spite of it. 

Nehemiah Chapter 4 in One Sentence 

When God’s people meet mockery with prayer, discouragement with remembrance, 

and danger with watchfulness, the work continues — because the battle, in the end, 

belongs to the Lord. 

 


