
CRAWFORD BIBLE COMMENTARY

BIBLE STUDY

Isaiah Chapter 44 — The Only God and Redeemer

A Verse-by-Verse Bible Study from the Crawford Standard Bible


Introduction

Isaiah Chapter 44 continues the great message of:

Comfort.

Identity.

Redemption.

The Spirit.

The folly of idols.

The sovereignty of God.

The restoration of Jerusalem.

The coming work of Cyrus.

The chapter begins with:

God’s chosen servant Israel.

And ends with:

A named pagan ruler whom God will use as an instrument of restoration. Between those two points, Isaiah emphasizes one central truth: There is only:

One God.

One Redeemer.

One Rock.

One sovereign Lord over:

Creation.

History.

Prophecy.

Kings.

Nations.

Forgiveness.

Restoration.

The chapter begins tenderly:

“Do not be afraid, O Jacob My servant.”

God reminds Israel:

I made you.

I formed you.

I chose you.

I will help you.

Then He gives a remarkable promise:

“I will pour out My Spirit on your descendants.”

The imagery moves from:

Dry ground.

To:

Water.

From:

Thirst.

To:

Streams.

From:

Spiritual barrenness.

To:

Flourishing life.

The children of Israel will openly say:

“I belong to the Lord.”

Then God declares:

“I am the First and I am the Last; apart from Me there is no God.” That statement controls the chapter.

Isaiah then launches one of Scripture’s strongest attacks against: Idolatry.

The satire is deliberate.

A man cuts down:

A tree.




Part of the tree becomes:

Firewood.

He warms himself.

He cooks:

Dinner.

Then from the leftover wood he fashions:

A god.

He bows down.

Prays.

And says:

“Save me! You are my god!”

Isaiah wants us to feel the absurdity.

The same piece of wood becomes:

Fuel.

Food preparation.

Object of worship.

The idol cannot:

Speak.

See.

Think.

Save.

It must be:

Made.

Carried.

Fastened.

Protected.

Yet human beings worship:

What their own hands produced.

Isaiah explains the spiritual tragedy:

“A deluded heart misleads him.”

Idolatry is not merely:

Intellectual error.

It is:

Spiritual deception.

The idolater cannot even say:

“Is not this thing in my right hand a lie?”

Then comes one of the chapter’s most beautiful reversals. After exposing:

Sin.

Blindness.

Idolatry.

God says:

“I will not forget you.”

Then:

“I have swept away your offenses like a cloud, your sins like the morning mist.” And:

“Return to Me, for I have redeemed you.”

Grace does not merely say:

Your sin is bad.

Grace says:

Return.

Your sin can be:

Removed.

Then all creation is summoned to:

Sing.

Heavens.

Earth.

Mountains.

Forests.

Trees.

Why?

“The Lord has redeemed Jacob.”

The chapter then closes by returning to:

God’s sovereignty.

He created heaven and earth:

Alone.

He frustrates:

False prophets.

He overturns:

False wisdom.

He fulfills:

His messengers’ words.

He announces:

Jerusalem will be rebuilt.

Judah’s cities restored.

The deep dried.

And then comes one of the most astonishing prophetic statements in Isaiah: Prophetic sovereignty.

“Cyrus.”

The ruler is:

Named.

God calls him:

“My shepherd.”

Cyrus will accomplish:

God’s purpose.

Jerusalem will be:

Rebuilt.

The temple foundations:

Laid again.

Cyrus is not presented as:

Israel’s Messiah.

He is a pagan ruler whom God sovereignly uses.

The designation “shepherd” describes:

His appointed historical function.

Isaiah 44 therefore moves from:

Chosen Israel.

To:

Spirit-filled restoration.

To:

Exclusive monotheism.

To:

The absurdity of idols.

To:

Forgiveness.

To:

Creation-wide praise.

To:

To:

Cyrus.

The central truth of Isaiah 44 is:

The Lord alone is Israel’s Creator, King, Redeemer, Rock, and sovereign God; He promises His Spirit upon future generations, exposes idols as powerless products of human hands, sweeps away the sins of His people, calls them to return, and demonstrates His control over history by announcing restoration and naming Cyrus as the ruler who will accomplish His purpose concerning Jerusalem and the temple.

 

I. “HEAR THIS, O JACOB MY SERVANT”

Isaiah 44:1 — Chosen by God

“But now hear this, O Jacob My servant, Israel, whom I have chosen.” God again addresses:

His servant.

His chosen people.

Isaiah 43 had exposed:

Sin.

Now Isaiah 44 opens with:

Grace.

Cross References

Isaiah 41:8

God had already called Israel His servant, Jacob His chosen one, and the offspring of Abraham His friend.

Deuteronomy 7:6

Israel was set apart as a people belonging to the Lord and chosen for covenant relationship. John 15:16

Jesus reminds His disciples that they did not ultimately choose Him first; He chose and appointed them for fruitfulness.

Spiritual Principle

God’s calling is rooted in:

His grace.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

The servant’s security begins with the One who chose the servant.

 

II. FORMED IN THE WOMB AND HELPED BY GOD

Isaiah 44:2 — “Do Not Be Afraid”

“This is what the Lord says—the One who made you, who formed you in the womb,

and who will help you: Do not be afraid, O Jacob My servant, O Jeshurun, whom I

have chosen.”

God gives three assurances:

I made you.

I formed you.

I will help you.

“Jeshurun” is an affectionate covenant designation for:

Israel.

Cross References

Jeremiah 1:5

God told Jeremiah that He knew him before birth and appointed his calling before he entered public life.

Psalm 139:13

The psalmist praises God for forming human life within the womb. Deuteronomy 33:26

Jeshurun is reminded that no one compares with the God who rides the heavens to help His people. Spiritual Principle

The God who formed you is not:

Indifferent to you.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

If God cared enough to form you, He is not too distant to help you.

III. WATER ON THIRSTY GROUND

Isaiah 44:3 — The Spirit Poured Out

“For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground. I will pour

out My Spirit on your descendants, and My blessing on your offspring.” Two parallel pictures:

Water on:

Dry land.

Spirit on:

Future generations.

The physical imagery points toward:

Spiritual renewal.

Cross References

Joel 2:28

God promises to pour out His Spirit upon sons, daughters, young, old, and servants. Acts 2:17

Peter quotes Joel’s promise at Pentecost, identifying the outpouring of the Spirit as part of God’s last-days work.

John 7:38

Jesus speaks of living water flowing from those who believe in Him, which John connects with the Spirit.

Spiritual Principle

The Spirit brings life where there was:

Dryness.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

God does not merely command dry ground to become fruitful. He pours out what makes fruitfulness possible.

IV. THEY WILL SPRING UP BESIDE STREAMS

Isaiah 44:4 — Flourishing Descendants

“They will spring up like grass in a meadow, like willows by flowing streams.” The result of:

Water.

Spirit.

Blessing.

Is:

Growth.

Cross References

Psalm 1:3

The righteous person is like a tree planted beside streams of water, fruitful and enduring. Psalm 92:12

The righteous flourish like a palm tree and grow strong like a cedar. Jeremiah 17:8

The person trusting in the Lord is like a tree by water whose leaves remain green even during heat. Spiritual Principle

Spiritual flourishing requires:

Divine supply.

 

V. “I BELONG TO THE LORD”

Isaiah 44:5 — Open Identification with God

“One will say, ‘I belong to the Lord’; another will call himself by the name of Jacob;

another will write on his hand, ‘The Lord’s,’ and take the name Israel.” The renewed generation willingly identifies with:

God.

No embarrassment.

No divided loyalty.

They say:

The Lord’s.

Cross References

Galatians 3:29

Those who belong to Christ are described as Abraham’s offspring and heirs according to promise. Revelation 7:3

God’s servants are marked as belonging to Him before judgment proceeds. Exodus 13:9

Israel was given visible reminders so God’s saving acts and instruction would remain before them. Spiritual Principle

Grace produces:

Belonging.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

True renewal does not merely say:

“God belongs to me.”

It gladly says:

“I belong to God.”

 

VI. THE FIRST AND THE LAST

Isaiah 44:6 — There Is No Other God

“This is what the Lord says—Israel’s King and Redeemer, the Lord Almighty: ‘I am

the First and I am the Last; apart from Me there is no God.’” God identifies Himself as:

King.

Redeemer.

Lord Almighty.

First.

Last.

Only God.

Cross References

Revelation 1:17

Christ identifies Himself as the First and the Last.

Isaiah 41:4

The Lord had already declared Himself the First and the One present with the last generations. Revelation 22:13

Christ declares Himself the Alpha and Omega, First and Last, Beginning and End. Spiritual Principle

God is not:

One among many.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

There is no divine competition because there is no second God.

 

VII. “WHO IS LIKE ME?”

Isaiah 44:7 — Predict the Future

“Who is like Me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare and set it out before Me, since

I appointed an ancient people. Let them foretell the things to come, what is yet to take

place.”

God issues a challenge.

If there is another God:

Speak.

Predict.

Prove it.

Cross References

Isaiah 46:9

God calls His people to remember that He alone is God and none compares with Him. Exodus 15:11

Moses asks who among supposed gods is like the Lord, majestic in holiness and wonders. Isaiah 41:22

The idols had already been challenged to explain past events and declare future ones. Spiritual Principle

God’s knowledge of history proves:

His sovereignty over history.

 

VIII. THERE IS NO OTHER ROCK

Isaiah 44:8 — God’s Witnesses Need Not Fear

“Do not tremble, do not be afraid. Did I not proclaim this long ago and declare it?

You are My witnesses. Is there any God besides Me? No, there is no other Rock; I

know of none.”

Again:

Do not fear.

Why?

There is:

One Rock.

Cross References

Deuteronomy 32:4

God is called the Rock whose work is perfect and whose ways are just. 2 Samuel 22:32

David asks who is God besides the Lord and who is a rock besides God. Isaiah 41:10

God had already told His people not to fear because He is with them, strengthening and upholding them.

Spiritual Principle

Fear decreases when:

God’s uniqueness becomes clear.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

When everything else shifts, stand on the Rock who has no rival.

IX. IDOL MAKERS ARE NOTHING

Isaiah 44:9 — Treasured Idols Are Worthless

“All who make idols are nothing, and the things they treasure are worthless. Those

who would speak up for them are blind; they are ignorant, to their own shame.” Idolatry reverses:

Value.

People treasure:

Worthless things.

Then become:

Blind.

Cross References

Psalm 115:4

The idols of the nations are silver and gold, merely the work of human hands. Jeremiah 10:14

Those who make idols become foolish because the image contains no life or truth. 1 Corinthians 8:4

Paul states that an idol has no true divine existence and there is only one God. Spiritual Principle

We become spiritually distorted when we assign ultimate value to: Worthless substitutes.

 

X. WHO MAKES A GOD?

Isaiah 44:10 — The Absurdity of Manufactured Deity

“Who shapes a god and casts an idol, which can profit him nothing?” The question exposes:

Contradiction.

If you:

Shape it.

How is it:

Your Creator?

Cross References

Habakkuk 2:18

A carved image cannot truly teach because its maker has trusted in his own creation. Jeremiah 2:11

God condemns people who exchange their true glory for something that cannot profit. Psalm 115:4

Idols are human craftsmanship, not living gods.

Spiritual Principle

The maker cannot sensibly worship:

What he made.

 

XI. THE CRAFTSMEN WILL BE ASHAMED

Isaiah 44:11 — Human Makers, Human Limitations

“Look, all his associates will be put to shame; the craftsmen are only human. Let them

all come together and take their stand; they will be brought down to terror and

disgrace.”

Isaiah reminds us:

The craftsman is:

Human.

The idol is:

Less than its maker.

Cross References

Isaiah 45:16

Idol makers are destined for shame when the true God reveals Himself. Jeremiah 10:14

The maker becomes foolish because what he produces has no breath. Isaiah 1:29

Those who trusted corrupt worship practices would eventually be ashamed of what they had chosen. Spiritual Principle

Anything made by limited humans cannot become:

Unlimited God.

 

XII. THE BLACKSMITH GROWS TIRED

Isaiah 44:12 — The Maker Is Weaker Than the God He Pretends to Make

“The blacksmith takes a tool and works it in the coals; he shapes an idol with

hammers, forging it with the strength of his arms. He gets hungry and loses his

strength; he drinks no water and grows faint.”

What irony.

The man making:

The god.

Gets:

Hungry.

Thirsty.

Weak.

Cross References

Jeremiah 10:9

Idols are assembled through the work of craftsmen using metals and decorative materials. Exodus 32:4

Aaron fashioned the golden calf from donated gold and the people treated the manufactured object as divine.

Isaiah 40:19

Isaiah previously described the craftsman casting an idol and the goldsmith covering it. Spiritual Principle

A tired man cannot create:

An untiring God.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

The idol cannot be greater than the exhausted hands that made it.

XIII. THE CARPENTER DESIGNS HIS GOD

Isaiah 44:13 — Made in Human Form

“The carpenter measures with a line and marks out an outline with a marker; he

shapes it with chisels and marks it with a compass. He makes it in the form of a man,

in human beauty, to dwell in a shrine.”

The idol is:

Measured.

Marked.

Shaped.

Designed.

Human likeness is projected:

Onto deity.

Cross References

Jeremiah 10:3

A craftsman cuts and shapes wood according to human skill. Isaiah 40:20

A craftsman carefully constructs an idol designed not to fall. Deuteronomy 4:16

Israel was warned not to corrupt worship by making carved images in human form. Spiritual Principle

Idolatry often makes god in:

Our image.

Rather than worshiping the God who made us in:

His.

XIV. THE TREE GROWS BY GOD’S RAIN

Isaiah 44:14 — The Idol Depends on God Before It Exists

“He cuts down cedars, or perhaps takes a cypress or an oak. He lets it grow among the

trees of the forest, or plants a pine, and the rain makes it grow.” Before the idol exists:

God provides the tree.

God sends:

Rain.

The irony deepens.

Cross References

Isaiah 40:20

Wood is selected for an idol and shaped by skilled craftsmanship. Jeremiah 10:3

A tree is cut from the forest and worked by human hands. Psalm 104:16

The trees are watered and sustained by God’s provision.

Spiritual Principle

The material used to manufacture an idol exists only because: God created and sustained it.

 

XV. ONE TREE: FIREWOOD AND “GOD”

Isaiah 44:15 — The Absurd Division

“It is used for fuel for burning; some of it he takes and warms himself, he kindles a

fire and bakes bread. But he also fashions a god and worships it; he makes an idol and

bows down to it.”

One tree.

Part:

Firewood.

Part:

God.

That is Isaiah’s point.

Cross References

Jeremiah 10:8

Idolatrous instruction is exposed as foolish because the object worshiped is merely wood. Deuteronomy 4:28

Israel was warned that exile would expose them to gods made by human hands that cannot see, hear, eat, or smell.

Habakkuk 2:19

Woe is pronounced on anyone who asks wood and stone to awaken and guide. Spiritual Principle

Idolatry takes:

Ordinary creation.

And gives it:

Ultimate devotion.

 

XVI. HALF THE WOOD COOKS DINNER

Isaiah 44:16 — The Fire Is Useful; the Idol Is Not

“Half of the wood he burns in the fire; over it he prepares his meal, he roasts his meat

and eats his fill. He warms himself and says, ‘Ah! I am warm; I see the fire.’” The wood actually has:

Legitimate usefulness.

Heat.

Cooking.

But then humans demand from it:

Divinity.

Cross References

Jeremiah 10:5

Idols cannot move or act and must be carried.

Psalm 115:5

Idols possess mouths but cannot speak.

Habakkuk 2:19

A silent piece of wood cannot truly awaken or reveal truth. Spiritual Principle

A created thing can be useful without being:

Worthy of worship.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Good gifts become idols when we ask them to do what only God can do.

 

XVII. “SAVE ME! YOU ARE MY GOD!”

Isaiah 44:17 — The Leftover Wood Becomes Savior

“From the rest he makes a god, his idol; he bows down to it and worships. He prays to

it and says, ‘Save me! You are my god!’”

This is Isaiah’s climax.

The worshiper asks:

The leftover wood.

To:

Save him.

Cross References

Judges 10:14

God sarcastically tells Israel to cry to the gods they chose and see whether those gods can rescue them. Jeremiah 2:28

God asks where Judah’s manufactured gods are when trouble comes and challenges them to arise and save.

Psalm 115:5

Idols have mouths but cannot speak and therefore cannot answer prayer. Spiritual Principle

Every idol eventually receives a request:

“Save me.”

And fails.

 

XVIII. SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS

Isaiah 44:18 — Eyes Shut, Minds Closed

“They know nothing, they understand nothing; their eyes are plastered shut so they

cannot see, and their minds closed so they cannot understand.” Idolatry produces:

Darkness.

Cross References

Isaiah 6:10

Persistent rebellion can lead to hardened perception and spiritual dullness. 2 Corinthians 4:4

Paul describes minds blinded so that the light of the gospel is not perceived. Psalm 135:16

Idols have mouths but do not speak, eyes but do not see, and those who trust them become spiritually like them.

Spiritual Principle

False worship damages:

Spiritual perception.

 

XIX. “NO ONE STOPS TO THINK”

Isaiah 44:19 — The Missing Step

“No one stops to think, no one has the knowledge or understanding to say, ‘Half of it I

used for fuel; I even baked bread over its coals, I roasted meat and I ate. Shall I make

a detestable thing from what is left? Shall I bow down to a block of wood?’” The problem is:

Failure to reflect.

Isaiah says:

Stop.

Think.

Cross References

Romans 1:21

Human beings can know something of God yet become futile in reasoning when they refuse to honor Him.

Jeremiah 10:8

Idolatry is exposed as senseless instruction centered on wood. Isaiah 46:8

God later tells idolaters to remember, think carefully, and take truth to heart. Spiritual Principle

Many idols survive because people never:

Question them honestly.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

One of the first steps out of deception is:

Stop and think.

 

XX. FEEDING ON ASHES

Isaiah 44:20 — “Is This Thing a Lie?”

“He feeds on ashes, a deluded heart misleads him; he cannot save himself, or say, ‘Is

not this thing in my right hand a lie?’”

The idolater consumes:

Ashes.

Trusts:

A lie.

Cannot save:

Himself.

Cross References

Romans 1:25

People exchange God’s truth for a lie and worship created things rather than the Creator. Isaiah 44:9

Idols and the objects people treasure prove worthless.

Habakkuk 2:18

Trust in a carved image is trust in falsehood.

Spiritual Principle

Idolatry is:

Self-deception.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

The most dangerous lie may be the one we hold so tightly that we stop asking whether it is true.

 

XXI. “I WILL NOT FORGET YOU”

Isaiah 44:21 — Remember Who You Are

“Remember these things, Jacob, for you, Israel, are My servant. I have made you, you

are My servant; Israel, I will not forget you.”

After twenty verses of:

Warning.

Idolatry.

Foolishness.

God says:

I will not forget.

Cross References

Isaiah 49:15

God says His remembrance of His people is stronger even than a mother’s natural attachment to her child.

Isaiah 43:1

The Lord tells Israel that He created, redeemed, called, and claimed them. Deuteronomy 4:31

God will not abandon or destroy His covenant people or forget His covenant.

Spiritual Principle

God’s remembrance is stronger than:

Israel’s failure.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

The people who forget God are still addressed by the God who says: “I will not forget you.”

 

XXII. SINS SWEPT AWAY LIKE CLOUDS

Isaiah 44:22 — “Return to Me”

“I have swept away your offenses like a cloud, your sins like the morning mist. Return

to Me, for I have redeemed you.”

What imagery.

Cloud:

Gone.

Morning mist:

Vanished.

Sin:

Removed.

Then:

Return.

Cross References

Isaiah 1:18

Though sins are scarlet, God promises cleansing that makes them white as snow. Colossians 2:14

God cancels the record of debt that stood against His people. Jeremiah 3:12

God calls His unfaithful people to return because He is merciful. Spiritual Principle

Forgiveness creates:

A road home.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

God does not say:

“Clean yourself up and then return.”

He says:

“I have redeemed you—return.”

 

XXIII. ALL CREATION IS CALLED TO SING

Isaiah 44:23 — Redemption Deserves Cosmic Praise

“Sing for joy, you heavens, for the Lord has done this; shout aloud, you earth beneath.

Burst into song, you mountains, you forests and all your trees, for the Lord has

redeemed Jacob, He displays His glory in Israel.”

Heavens.

Earth.

Mountains.

Forests.

Trees.

All:

Sing.

Cross References

Psalm 96:11

Heaven and earth are called to rejoice in the Lord’s righteous rule. Isaiah 55:12

Mountains, hills, and trees are poetically pictured rejoicing at God’s restoration. Psalm 98:4

All the earth is summoned to shout joyfully and sing praise. Spiritual Principle

Redemption is:

Worship-worthy.

 

XXIV. THE REDEEMER IS ALSO CREATOR

Isaiah 44:24 — “I Made All Things”

“This is what the Lord says—your Redeemer, who formed you in the womb: ‘I am the

Lord, the Maker of all things, who stretches out the heavens by Myself, who spreads

out the earth by My own hand,’”

God alone:

Creates.

This destroys:

Idolatry.

No idol helped.

No rival assisted.

Cross References

Job 9:8

God alone stretches out the heavens and rules creation.

Psalm 104:2

God is pictured stretching out the heavens like a curtain.

Jeremiah 10:12

The Lord made the earth by His power and established the world by His wisdom. Spiritual Principle

The Redeemer has the power to restore because He is:

Creator.

 

XXV. GOD EXPOSES FALSE PROPHETS

Isaiah 44:25 — Human Wisdom Overturned

“Who foils the signs of false prophets and makes fools of diviners, who overthrows the

learning of the wise and turns it into nonsense,”

God exposes:

False spiritual claims.

False predictions.

False wisdom.

Cross References

1 Corinthians 1:20

Paul asks where human wisdom stands when God exposes the world’s wisdom as unable to save. Jeremiah 50:36

False wise men and deceivers are brought to shame under divine judgment. Deuteronomy 18:22

A false prophet is exposed when predictions claimed in God’s name do not come to pass. Spiritual Principle

God does not fear:

Human claims to wisdom.

 

XXVI. GOD FULFILLS HIS SERVANTS’ WORDS

Isaiah 44:26 — Jerusalem Will Be Rebuilt

“Who carries out the words of His servants and fulfills the predictions of His

messengers, who says of Jerusalem, ‘It shall be inhabited,’ of the towns of Judah,

‘They shall be rebuilt,’ and of their ruins, ‘I will restore them,’” False prophets:

Fail.

God’s messengers:

Vindicated.

Jerusalem:

Rebuilt.

Judah:

Restored.

Cross References

Jeremiah 30:18

God promises restoration of Jacob’s dwellings and rebuilding after judgment. Zechariah 1:16

God declares that He will return to Jerusalem with mercy and that the city will be rebuilt. 2 Peter 1:19

Prophetic revelation is described as a reliable word deserving careful attention. Spiritual Principle

Ruins do not mean:

God’s promise is ruined.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

God can speak “rebuilt” over what presently looks destroyed.

 

XXVII. GOD SPEAKS TO THE DEEP

Isaiah 44:27 — Waters Obey

“Who says to the watery deep, ‘Be dry, and I will dry up your streams,’” God commands:

Waters.

This recalls:

Exodus.

And anticipates:

Deliverance from Babylon.

Cross References

Exodus 14:21

God dried the sea so Israel could pass through.

Jeremiah 51:36

God promises judgment against Babylon and speaks of drying her sea and springs. Isaiah 11:15

God is pictured drying waters to create a pathway for His returning people.

Spiritual Principle

What looks like an uncrossable barrier can become:

Dry ground.

 

XXVIII. CYRUS IS NAMED

Isaiah 44:28 — “He Is My Shepherd”

“Who says of Cyrus, ‘He is My shepherd and will accomplish all that I please; he will

say of Jerusalem, “Let it be rebuilt,” and of the temple, “Let its foundations be

laid.”’”

This is one of Isaiah’s most striking prophetic declarations. The ruler is:

Named.

Cyrus.

He is called:

“My shepherd.”

That does not mean:

He is spiritually equivalent to Israel’s Messiah.

It means:

God assigns him a historical role.

He will accomplish:

God’s purpose.

Jerusalem:

Rebuilt.

Temple:

Foundations laid.

Cross References

2 Chronicles 36:22

Cyrus later issues a proclamation permitting the return and rebuilding in Jerusalem. Ezra 1:1

God moves Cyrus to decree that the Lord’s house in Jerusalem be rebuilt. Ezekiel 34:23

Ezekiel speaks of a distinct Davidic Shepherd for God’s people; this helps us recognize that “shepherd” language can describe different roles in different contexts and should not make Cyrus the Messianic Shepherd.

Spiritual Principle

God can use rulers who do not fully understand:

His entire redemptive plan.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

God’s sovereignty is so complete that He can use a foreign king as a tool of restoration without making that king the source of redemption.

 

XXIX. TWELVE GREAT LESSONS FROM ISAIAH 44

1. God Forms His People

Principle:

Our identity begins with the Creator who made us.

2. God Helps His Servant

Principle:

The One who formed Israel remains committed to helping Israel.

3. The Spirit Brings Life

Principle:

Dry spiritual ground becomes fruitful under divine outpouring.

4. Renewal Produces Belonging

Principle:

Renewed people gladly say, “I belong to the Lord.”

5. There Is Only One God

Principle:

The Lord alone is First, Last, King, Redeemer, and Rock.

6. Idolatry Is Irrational

Principle:

Humans make an object and then ask the object to save its maker.

7. Idolatry Blinds

Principle:

A deluded heart can become incapable of recognizing an obvious lie.

8. God Does Not Forget His People

Principle:

Human forgetfulness does not erase divine remembrance.

9. God Sweeps Away Sin

Principle:

Grace removes guilt like mist disappearing in the morning.

10. Redemption Produces Praise

Principle:

Heaven and earth are summoned to rejoice in God’s saving work.

11. God Rules Prophecy and History Principle:

False predictions fail; God’s declared purpose stands.

12. God Can Use Unexpected People Principle:

Cyrus can serve God’s historical purpose without being the covenant Redeemer.

 

XXX. WHAT ISAIAH 44 TEACHES ABOUT THE SPIRIT

The Spirit is pictured as:

Water.

Poured out.

Bringing:

Life.

Growth.

Future blessing.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Where the Spirit is poured out, spiritual drought does not have to remain drought.

 

XXXI. WHAT ISAIAH 44 TEACHES ABOUT FUTURE GENERATIONS The blessing reaches:

Descendants.

Offspring.

Spiritual Principle

God’s work is:

Generational.

 

XXXII. WHAT ISAIAH 44 TEACHES ABOUT BELONGING

“The Lord’s.”

Crawford Bible Study Principle

The deepest mark of spiritual renewal is joyful ownership by God.

 

XXXIII. WHAT ISAIAH 44 TEACHES ABOUT GOD’S UNIQUENESS First.

Last.

No other God.

No other Rock.

Spiritual Principle

Monotheism is not:

Peripheral.

It is foundational.

 

XXXIV. WHAT ISAIAH 44 TEACHES ABOUT IDOLATRY

The idol is:

Made.

Measured.

Hammered.

Cut.

Sanded.

Carved.

Supported.

Then:

Worshiped.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Anything dependent upon human construction cannot become the ultimate object of human trust. XXXV. WHAT ISAIAH 44 TEACHES ABOUT SPIRITUAL DECEPTION The idolater cannot say:

“Is not this a lie?”

Spiritual Principle

Deception is most dangerous when:

Self-awareness disappears.

 

XXXVI. WHAT ISAIAH 44 TEACHES ABOUT FORGIVENESS

Sins become:

Cloud.

Mist.

Gone.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

God’s forgiveness does not merely rearrange the cloud.

It sweeps it away.

 

XXXVII. WHAT ISAIAH 44 TEACHES ABOUT RETURNING TO GOD

“Return to Me, for I have redeemed you.”

Spiritual Principle

Redemption calls people:

Home.

XXXVIII. WHAT ISAIAH 44 TEACHES ABOUT CREATION

God made:

All things.

By Himself.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

The God who created everything does not need created substitutes.

 

XXXIX. WHAT ISAIAH 44 TEACHES ABOUT PROPHECY

God:

Declares.

Carries out.

Fulfills.

Spiritual Principle

Prophecy demonstrates not merely foreknowledge but:

Sovereign purpose.

 

XL. WHAT ISAIAH 44 TEACHES ABOUT CYRUS

God can:

Name.

Raise.

Commission.

Use.

A foreign ruler.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

God’s purposes are not limited to people who fully understand that He is using them.

XLI. THE THIRSTY LAND Dryness is not:

The final condition.

Spiritual Principle

God can pour before the ground produces.

 

XLII. SPIRIT BEFORE FRUIT God pours:

Spirit.

Then descendants:

Spring up.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Spiritual fruitfulness is the result of divine life, not religious strain.

 

XLIII. “I BELONG TO THE LORD” This is:

Identity.

Confession.

Commitment.

Spiritual Principle

Grace changes:

Possession.

 

XLIV. FIRST AND LAST

No one stands:

Before Him.

No one remains:

After Him.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Every idol exists between moments.

God stands over all moments.

 

XLV. THE ONLY ROCK

Idols must be:

Fastened.

God is:

Rock.

Spiritual Principle

False gods need stability.

The true God gives stability.

 

XLVI. IDOLS TREASURED People treasure:

What cannot save.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Whatever receives your highest value begins to shape your worship.

 

XLVII. THE HUNGRY BLACKSMITH He grows:

Weak.

Spiritual Principle

Human weakness cannot manufacture divine omnipotence.

 

XLVIII. THE CARPENTER’S COMPASS God is:

Designed.

Measured.

Shaped.

In the idol maker’s imagination.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

A god that fits perfectly inside human measurements is not the God of Scripture.

 

XLIX. THE TREE IN THE FOREST Before man:

Cuts it.

God:

Grew it.

Spiritual Principle

Idolatry steals material from God’s creation and gives glory to the material instead of: The Creator.

 

L. FIREWOOD AND WORSHIP Same wood.

Two uses.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

The absurdity of idolatry becomes visible when we remember the ordinary nature of what we are tempted to worship.

 

LI. “SAVE ME!”

The cry belongs to:

God.

Spiritual Principle

Whatever receives your ultimate cry for salvation functions as: Your god.

LII. CLOSED EYES

Idolatry creates:

Spiritual blindness.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

We eventually stop seeing clearly when we repeatedly choose what is false.

 

LIII. “NO ONE STOPS TO THINK” Reflection is missing.

Spiritual Principle

Unexamined worship can become:

Dangerous worship.

 

LIV. ASHES FOR FOOD

A devastating image.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

False worship cannot nourish the soul.

It leaves ash where people expected bread.

 

LV. THE LIE IN THE RIGHT HAND Close.

Familiar.

Held tightly.

Still:

A lie.

Spiritual Principle

Proximity does not make deception:

Truth.

LVI. “REMEMBER THESE THINGS” God commands:

Reflection.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

The cure for spiritual forgetfulness begins with remembering truth.

 

LVII. “I WILL NOT FORGET YOU” One of the chapter’s tenderest promises.

Spiritual Principle

God’s covenant memory outlasts:

Human wandering.

 

LVIII. OFFENSES LIKE CLOUD Clouds can look:

Large.

Then:

Disappear.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

The size of remembered guilt is not greater than the power of divine forgiveness.

 

LIX. SINS LIKE MORNING MIST Mist appears:

Thick.

Then:

Gone.

Spiritual Principle

Forgiveness changes the standing of the redeemed person before God.

LX. “RETURN TO ME”

Not merely:

Return to religion.

Return to:

God.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Repentance is not merely leaving sin.

It is coming home to the Redeemer.

 

LXI. HEAVENS SING

Redemption expands:

Praise.

Spiritual Principle

Grace is never intended to terminate in:

Silence.

 

LXII. FORESTS SING

Creation joins:

The song.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Redemption is so glorious that Isaiah must borrow the voices of creation to describe the response it deserves.

 

LXIII. GOD ALONE STRETCHED OUT THE HEAVENS

No helpers.

No divine committee.

Spiritual Principle

God’s creative sovereignty is:

Exclusive.

 

LXIV. FALSE PROPHETS FAIL God exposes:

Pretended knowledge.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

A false prediction may impress briefly.

God’s truth survives history.

 

LXV. HUMAN WISDOM OVERTURNED Wisdom against God becomes:

Foolishness.

Spiritual Principle

Brilliance without truth is not:

Wisdom.

 

LXVI. JERUSALEM REBUILT At the time of prophecy:

Ruins lie ahead.

Yet restoration is already:

Spoken.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

God can promise rebuilding before the destruction is even complete.

 

LXVII. TOWNS OF JUDAH RESTORED God sees:

Future habitation.

Spiritual Principle

Judgment has boundaries determined by:

God.

 

LXVIII. THE DEEP DRIED Water obeys:

Its Creator.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Barriers remain barriers only until God speaks to them.

 

LXIX. CYRUS BY NAME

This is one of Isaiah’s strongest demonstrations of:

God’s rule over future history.

Spiritual Principle

God can prepare a ruler for an assignment long before God’s people know the ruler exists.

 

LXX. “MY SHEPHERD”

Cyrus serves:

A limited historical purpose.

He is:

God’s instrument.

Not:

God’s equal.

Not:

Israel’s ultimate Redeemer.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

An instrument can serve God’s purpose without becoming the source of God’s salvation. LXXI. “HE WILL ACCOMPLISH ALL THAT I PLEASE”

The emphasis is:

God’s pleasure.

Not:

Cyrus’s glory.

Spiritual Principle

Human rulers accomplish only what divine sovereignty permits within God’s ultimate purposes.

 

LXXII. THE TEMPLE FOUNDATIONS Restoration becomes:

Concrete.

Jerusalem.

Temple.

Foundations.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

God’s promises eventually enter history in visible forms.

 

LXXIII. ISAIAH 43 AND ISAIAH 44

Isaiah 43

God says:

I blot out your transgressions.

Isaiah 44

God says:

I sweep away your offenses.

Key Truth

Isaiah repeats forgiveness because God wants His people to understand that redemption is grounded in grace rather than their own record.

LXXIV. ISAIAH 41–44 AND THE IDOL POLEMIC

Isaiah 41

Idols cannot predict.

Isaiah 42

God will not give idols His glory.

Isaiah 43

No other Savior exists.

Isaiah 44

Idols are exposed as absurd products of human hands.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Isaiah does not merely tell Israel to reject idols.

He systematically shows why idols are intellectually, spiritually, and redemptively bankrupt.

 

LXXV. ISAIAH 44 AND THE SPIRIT The chapter begins with:

Spirit.

Then:

Belonging.

Then:

Witness.

Then:

Redemption.

Spiritual Principle

The Spirit’s work produces people who know:

Whose they are.

LXXVI. ISAIAH 44 AND CYRUS The chapter begins with:

Jacob My servant.

It ends with:

Cyrus My shepherd.

God uses:

Covenant people.

And:

Foreign rulers.

But in different roles.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

God’s sovereignty assigns different people different purposes without confusing their identities.




LXXVII. TEN GREAT CONTRASTS IN ISAIAH 44

1. Dry Ground → Spirit-Poured Life

2. Fear → Divine Help

3. Idols → Only God

4. Manufactured gods → Creator

5. Blindness → Witness

6. Human Craftsmanship → Divine Sovereignty

7. Delusion → Truth

8. Sin → Swept-Away Forgiveness

9. Ruins → Rebuilt Jerusalem

10. Babylonian Captivity → Cyrus-Led Restoration Key Truth

Isaiah 44 contrasts everything humans manufacture, trust, and boast in with the God who creates, redeems, forgives, predicts, restores, and governs history.

 

LXXVIII. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FOR PERSONAL STUDY

Question 1

What does God call Jacob?

His servant.

Question 2

What does He say about Israel?

Israel is chosen.

Question 3

What three things does God say about Israel in verse 2?

He made them, formed them, and will help them.

Question 4

What does God promise to pour on thirsty land?

Water.

Question 5

What does the water imagery represent spiritually?

The outpouring of God’s Spirit and blessing.

Question 6

What happens to the descendants?

They flourish like grass and willows beside streams.

Question 7

How do they identify themselves?

They openly say they belong to the Lord.

Question 8

How does God describe Himself in verse 6?

As King, Redeemer, Lord Almighty, First, Last, and the only God.

Question 9

What is God’s challenge to any supposed rival?

Predict the future and prove divine knowledge.

Question 10

What does God call Himself besides King and Redeemer? The only Rock.

Question 11

What does Isaiah say about idol makers?

They and their treasured objects are worthless.

Question 12

Why is the blacksmith example ironic?

The man who makes the god becomes hungry, thirsty, tired, and weak.

Question 13

What does the carpenter do?

He measures and shapes wood into a human-like idol.

Question 14

What happens to the same wood?

Part is burned for heat and cooking, while the remainder becomes an object of worship.

Question 15

What does the idolater ask the idol to do?

Save him.

Question 16

Why does the idolater fail to see the absurdity?

His heart is deceived and his spiritual perception is darkened.

Question 17

What question can he no longer honestly ask?

“Is not this thing in my right hand a lie?”

Question 18

What does God tell Israel in verse 21?

He will not forget them.

Question 19

How does God describe their forgiven offenses?

Like a cloud and morning mist swept away.

Question 20

What does He call them to do?

Return to Him.

Question 21

Why does all creation sing?

Because the Lord has redeemed Jacob and displayed His glory.

Question 22

Who created heaven and earth?

The Lord alone.

Question 23

What does God do with false prophets and diviners?

He exposes and frustrates their claims.

Question 24

What does He do with His true messengers?

He fulfills His declared word.

Question 25

What does God say about Jerusalem?

It will be inhabited and rebuilt.

Question 26

What does He say about Judah’s ruins?

He will restore them.

Question 27

Who is named in verse 28?

Cyrus.

Question 28

What title does God give Cyrus?

“My shepherd.”

Question 29

What will Cyrus do?

Accomplish God’s historical purpose concerning Jerusalem and the temple. Question 30

Does calling Cyrus “shepherd” make him the Messiah?

No.

He is a foreign ruler appointed for a particular historical role, while Isaiah’s Messianic Servant and Shepherd themes develop in distinct contexts.

 

LXXIX. PERSONAL APPLICATION Isaiah 44 asks several searching questions.

Do I Really Believe God Formed Me? Does that change how I view:

My life?

My purpose?

My worth?

Am I Living in Fear even though God says:

“I will help you”?

Is there spiritual dryness in my life? Am I asking for:

God’s Spirit?

Am I praying for future generations? Children?

Grandchildren?

Those who come after me?

Can I gladly say:

“I belong to the Lord”?

What is my Rock?

Money?

Health?

Government?

Reputation?

Success?

Or:

God?

What have I turned into an idol?

Something useful that I have asked to:

Save me?

Give me identity?

Give me ultimate security?

Is there anything “in my right hand” that I need to admit is: A lie?

Have I forgotten that God says:

“I will not forget you”?

Do I believe He can sweep away:

Sin?

Guilt?

Shame?

Have I returned to:

God Himself?

Do I praise God for:

Redemption?

Do I trust His Word more than:

False predictions?

Human speculation?

Can I believe God is already preparing: Restoration.

Even while I still see:

Ruins?

 

LXXX. A CRAWFORD BIBLE STUDY PRINCIPLE

“Do Not Worship What You Have to Hold Up—Trust the God Who Holds You Up”

The idol:

Needs wood.

Needs tools.

Needs a craftsman.

Needs nails.

Needs support.

God needs:

Nothing.

Principle:

Anything that depends upon you for its existence cannot become the ultimate foundation of your existence.

 

LXXXI. GOD FORMED YOU IN THE WOMB Identity is not:

Accidental.

Spiritual Principle

Life begins under:

God’s creative knowledge.

 

LXXXII. “I WILL HELP YOU” Simple.

Powerful.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

The Creator’s help is greater than the creature’s fear.

 

LXXXIII. DRY GROUND AND SPIRITUAL DROUGHT

God recognizes:

Dryness.

Spiritual Principle

God does not condemn thirsty ground for being dry.

He promises:

Water.

 

LXXXIV. THE SPIRIT ON DESCENDANTS God’s vision extends:

Beyond one generation.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Pray not merely that God blesses you, but that His Spirit works powerfully in those who come after you.

 

LXXXV. WILLows BY STREAMS Growth is tied to:

Source.

Spiritual Principle

Where roots stay close to living water, fruitfulness becomes possible.

 

LXXXVI. “THE LORD’S” What a beautiful inscription.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

The most important label on a redeemed life is:

Belonging to God.

 

LXXXVII. NO GOD BESIDES ME Not:

One better God.

The:

Only God.

Spiritual Principle

Biblical faith is exclusive because God’s identity is exclusive.

 

LXXXVIII. NO OTHER ROCK Every false foundation:

Cracks.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

A Rock does not need you to stabilize it.

It stabilizes you.

 

LXXXIX. IDOL MAKERS ARE BLIND Their hands work.

Their hearts:

Do not see.

Spiritual Principle

Technical skill does not guarantee spiritual wisdom.

 

XC. THE BLACKSMITH FAINTS He needs:

Food.

Water.

Rest.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

A man who cannot sustain himself cannot manufacture a god capable of sustaining the universe.

 

XCI. THE CARPENTER MEASURES THE IDOL

The idol fits:

Human dimensions.

Spiritual Principle

Human imagination naturally creates gods small enough to manage.

 

XCII. THE TREE OWES ITS LIFE TO GOD Rain:

From God.

Growth:

From God.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

It is irrational to worship the gift while ignoring the Giver.

 

XCIII. THE FIREWOOD WORKS BETTER THAN THE IDOL

As:

Fuel.

The wood actually does something.

As:

God.

Nothing.

Spiritual Principle

Created things become dangerous when we demand from them more than God designed them to give.

 

XCIV. “SAVE ME”

Every heart eventually cries:

For rescue.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

What you turn to first for ultimate rescue reveals what functions as your god.

 

XCV. DECEPTION CLOSES THE MIND The heart:

Misleads.

Spiritual Principle

Sin affects not only behavior but:

Perception.

 

XCVI. THE LIE IN THE HAND The idolater holds:

The evidence.

And still:

Misses the truth.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Deception can become so familiar that we stop questioning what is obviously false.

 

XCVII. GOD REMEMBERS Israel forgets:

God.

God says:

I will not forget:

You.

Spiritual Principle

Grace is stronger than spiritual forgetfulness.

 

XCVIII. CLOUDS SWEPT AWAY Clouds can:

Block the sun.

Then disappear.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Forgiven guilt may have once darkened everything, but grace can clear the sky.

 

XCIX. MORNING MIST

Mist looks:

Real.

Then:

Vanishing.

Spiritual Principle

God’s forgiveness is not imaginary; the guilt is truly removed from the forgiven person’s standing before Him.

 

C. “RETURN TO ME”

This is the heart of:

Repentance.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

Redemption is not merely getting away from judgment.

It is getting back to God.

CI. HEAVEN AND EARTH PRAISE Redemption becomes:

Cosmic celebration.

Spiritual Principle

What God does in salvation is worthy of more praise than one human voice can give.

 

CII. CREATOR AND REDEEMER Same God.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

The hands that formed the world are fully capable of restoring what sin has broken.

 

CIII. FALSE PROPHETS VERSUS TRUE MESSENGERS

One:

Fails.

One:

Is fulfilled.

Spiritual Principle

Time eventually tests prophecy.

 

CIV. JERUSALEM “SHALL BE INHABITED” God speaks:

Future restoration.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

God can address ruins using future tense.

CV. “I WILL RESTORE THEM” Simple words.

Huge promise.

Spiritual Principle

Restoration is not too difficult for the One who created from nothing.

 

CVI. CYRUS BEFORE THE DECREE God announces:

Before fulfillment.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

God may have already named the instrument in His plan before His people ever see the answer.

 

CVII. CYRUS AS SHEPHERD His role is:

Historical.

Instrumental.

Limited.

Spiritual Principle

God can use imperfect rulers to accomplish specific purposes without endorsing everything about them.

 

CVIII. THE TEMPLE WILL BE REBUILT Judgment did not erase:

Worship forever.

Crawford Bible Study Principle

God can restore the very place that sin and judgment left in ruins.

CIX. ELEVEN GREAT CONTRASTS IN ISAIAH 44

1. Dry Ground → Water

2. Human Weakness → Divine Spirit

3. Fear → Help

4. Idols → Only God

5. Wood → Worshiped Image

6. Blindness → Truth

7. Delusion → Recognition

8. Forgotten Feeling → “I Will Not Forget You”

9. Sin Cloud → Cleared Sky

10. Ruins → Rebuilding

11. Exile → Restoration Through Cyrus Key Truth

Isaiah 44 demonstrates that everything idols promise falsely—identity, security, salvation, wisdom, and control of the future—the Lord alone actually possesses and provides.

 

CX. SEVEN GREAT MOVEMENTS IN ISAIAH 44

1. God Reassures His Chosen Servant Israel is formed, chosen, and helped.

2. God Promises the Spirit

Dry ground becomes fruitful and future generations belong to Him.

3. God Declares His Uniqueness

He is First, Last, King, Redeemer, and Rock.

4. God Exposes Idolatry

Human beings manufacture gods from material they also burn for fuel.

5. God Calls His People to Return

Their sins are swept away like cloud and mist.

6. Creation Celebrates Redemption

Heaven and earth sing because Jacob is redeemed.

7. God Announces Restoration Through Cyrus Jerusalem and the temple will be rebuilt according to His sovereign purpose. Key Truth

Isaiah 44 moves from divine formation to spiritual renewal, from idol exposure to forgiveness, and from exile’s ruins to restoration under the sovereign Word of God.

 

CXI. FINAL APPLICATION Isaiah Chapter 44 begins with:

God saying:

“Do not be afraid.”

Why?

Because:

I made you.

I formed you.

I chose you.

I will help you.

That is the foundation.

Then God says:

The ground may be:

Dry.

But:

I will pour water.

Your children may live in:

Difficult times.

But:

I can pour out My Spirit.

Do not only pray for:

Your own spiritual life.

Pray:

Generationally.

Lord, pour Your Spirit on:

Our children.

Our grandchildren.

Those who come after us.

Then imagine a generation saying:

“I belong to the Lord.”

What a prayer.

Then God says:

“I am the First and I am the Last.”

There is no other God.

No other:

Rock.

Then Isaiah turns to:

Idols.

And almost laughs at the absurdity.

A man cuts down:

A tree.




Part becomes:

Fire.

He cooks:

Dinner.

Warms:

His hands.

Then looks at the leftover chunk of wood and says:

You are:

My god.

Save:

Me.

Isaiah is saying:

Think.

Stop.

Look at what you are doing.

We may not bow before:

Wooden statues.

But the heart still manufactures:

Idols.

Money.

Status.

Politics.

Career.

Possessions.

Relationships.

Reputation.

Success.

Health.

Anything can become:

An idol.

The question is:

Am I asking something created to give me what only the Creator can give? Security.

Identity.

Meaning.

Salvation.

Then Isaiah says the idolater cannot even ask:

“Is not this thing in my right hand a lie?”

That may be one of the most important questions in the chapter. What are you holding?

What are you trusting?

What are you afraid to lose?

What promise have you believed?

Could it be:

A lie?

Then suddenly God says:

“I will not forget you.”

How beautiful.

You forgot:

Me.

I will not forget:

You.

Then:

“I have swept away your offenses like a cloud.”

Imagine looking at:

A dark cloud.

Then the wind:

Moves.

The sky:

Clears.

That is God’s picture of:

Forgiveness.

Then:

“Return to Me.”

That is the goal.

Not merely:

Feel less guilty.

Return to:

God.

Then everything starts:

Singing.

Heaven.

Earth.

Mountains.

Trees.

Why?

Because:

Redemption deserves a song.

Then the chapter ends with:

History.

False prophets cannot:

Predict accurately.

Idols cannot:

Speak.

But God says:

Jerusalem will be:

Rebuilt.

Judah’s towns:

Restored.

The temple:

Founded again.

And He names:

Cyrus.

That reminds us:

God does not merely know:

General possibilities.

He knows:

People.

Names.

Events.

Kings.

Future outcomes.

The people may see:

Ruins.

God sees:

Rebuilding.

The people may see:

Exile.

God sees:

Return.

The people may see:

Babylon.

God sees:

Cyrus.

The people may see:

A destroyed temple.

God sees:

Foundations being laid again.

So:

Do not fear.

Ask for:

The Spirit.

Say:

“I belong to the Lord.”

Reject:

Idols.

Question:

The lie in your hand.

Remember:

God has not forgotten you.

Receive:

Forgiveness.

Return:

To Him.

Sing:

Because you are redeemed.

And when all you can see is:

Ruins—

Remember:

God can already be speaking:

“Rebuilt.”

 

Closing Prayer

Heavenly Father,

Thank You that You are:

Our Maker.

Our Helper.

Our Redeemer.

Our King.

Our Rock.

Thank You that You formed:

Life.

Know:

Life.

Sustain:

Life.

Father, when we are afraid:

Remind us that You say:

“I will help you.”

Where our hearts are:

Dry.

Pour:

Water.

Where our families need:

Renewal.

Pour out:

Your Spirit.

Bless:

Future generations.

May our children.

Our grandchildren.

Those who follow us.

Gladly say:

“I belong to the Lord.”

Father, expose every:

Idol.

Anything we trust more than:

You.

Anything we ask to:

Save us.

Define us.

Secure us.

Give us ultimate meaning.

Give us courage to ask:

“Is this thing in my hand a lie?”

Open our eyes.

Clear our minds.

Deliver us from:

Self-deception.

Thank You that You say:

“I will not forget you.”

When we feel:

Forgotten.

Remind us:

We are remembered.

Thank You for:

Forgiveness.

Sweep away:

Our offenses.

Our sins.

Our guilt.

Like:

Cloud.

Morning mist.

Then call us:

Home.

Teach us to:

Return to You.

Father, put a song:

In our hearts.

Let our lives proclaim:

You have redeemed us.

Thank You that You created:

Heaven.

Earth.

Everything.

You need:

No rival.

No helper.

No adviser.

Thank You that You expose:

Falsehood.

And fulfill:

Your Word.

When we see:

Ruins.

Give us faith to hear:

“Rebuilt.”

When we see:

Desolation.

Give us faith to hear:

“Restored.”

When we do not see:

The instrument.

Remind us:

You already know the Cyrus of Your purpose.

Rule our hearts.

Direct our steps.

Receive all:

Glory.

In Jesus’ name,

Amen.

Key Verse

“I have swept away your offenses like a cloud, your sins like the morning mist. Return

to Me, for I have redeemed you.” — Isaiah 44:22

Central Truth

The Lord alone is Israel’s Creator, King, Redeemer, Rock, and sovereign God; He promises the life-giving outpouring of His Spirit, exposes idols as powerless products of human deception, remembers His servant, sweeps away sin, calls His people to return, and proves His control over history by declaring Jerusalem’s restoration and naming Cyrus as the ruler who will carry out His appointed purpose.

Isaiah 44 in One Sentence

Isaiah declares that the Lord who formed and chose Israel will pour out His Spirit and blessing on future generations, that He alone is the First, the Last, the Rock, and the only God, that idols are absurd and powerless products of human hands, that He graciously sweeps away His people’s sins and calls them to return, and that as sovereign Creator and Redeemer He will fulfill His prophetic Word by rebuilding Jerusalem and using Cyrus as His appointed shepherd to advance that restoration.


