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Introduction to The Bible They Don’t Preach on Sunday
By Dr. Paul Crawford

There is a growing hunger in the hearts of believers today—an aching awareness that something vital
has been lost in modern Christianity. Week after week, many sit in church pews, hearing sermons that
are safe, sanitized, and scripted to comfort rather than convict. Yet when they open the Bible for
themselves, they are confronted with truths that are bold, uncompromising, and often startling. This
book is born out of that tension.

The Bible They Don't Preach on Sunday is not a condemnation of the church but a call to rediscover the
fullness of God’s Word. Scripture was never meant to be filtered for comfort—it is living and active,
sharper than any two-edged sword (Hebrews 4:12). It reveals God’s grace, yes, but also His justice. It
speaks of mercy, but never at the expense of holiness. It promises heaven, but it also warns of hell. And
it presents Jesus not just as a gentle Shepherd, but as the returning Judge and King of Kings.

This book will take you through 50 powerful chapters covering the most ignored, uncomfortable, and
controversial teachings in Scripture—truths that are often omitted from modern pulpits but thunder
through the pages of God’s Word. From the fear of the Lord and the reality of eternal judgment to the
cost of true discipleship and the dangers of false teaching, these chapters will challenge the heart and
stir the soul.

Each chapter includes:
* A key verse or passage from Scripture
* A detailed commentary that explores the context and meaning
* Cross-references that reveal deeper biblical connections
* A summary that distills the message
* A key lesson for spiritual growth
* A practical application for daily life

This is not a book for the faint-hearted. It is for the remnant—the seekers, the watchmen, the hungry,
and the humble who are ready to move beyond religious routine and return to the radical truth of
Scripture. It is for those who want to be discipled by the full counsel of God, not just the palatable
portions.



If you’ve ever read a verse in your Bible and wondered, Why don’t we hear this preached anymore ?—
this book is for you. If you’ve longed for messages that pierce the soul, awaken righteousness, and
provoke a deeper fear of the Lord—this book is for you. If you are ready to take up your cross and
follow Jesus, no matter the cost—this book is for you.

Welcome to the message behind the veil. Welcome to The Bible They Don’t Preach on Sunday.

Preface
The Bible They Don’t Preach on Sunday
By Dr. Paul Crawford

This book was not written to entertain. It was born in the place of burden—where a preacher's soul
wrestles with the Word of God and the state of the church. For years, I sat under sermons that touched
the surface but never delved into the deep waters of Scripture. I heard messages on blessing but rarely
on brokenness, on grace but seldom on repentance, on heaven but not on hell. I realized we were
preaching a version of the Bible that had been trimmed, tamed, and tailored to fit cultural comfort
zones.

The Bible They Don’t Preach on Sunday is my response to that silence. It is a call back to the raw,
untamed, and unfiltered Word of God—a Bible that is as much about holiness as it is about hope, as
much about conviction as it is about comfort. The Bible does not bend to popular opinion or cultural
trends. It is eternal truth, breathed out by God, and it speaks with power to every generation.

This book is not intended to attack pastors, denominations, or churches. Rather, it is a wake-up call to
every believer who feels the weight of compromise in the modern gospel. It is for those who sense that
something essential is missing from the messages they hear each Sunday. It is for the ones who long for
truth—even when it stings.

I have written each chapter with prayer, Scripture, and urgency. You’ll find the forgotten truths of
Scripture unpacked verse by verse, with cross-references and real-world application. You may feel
challenged. You may even feel uncomfortable. That is the work of the Holy Spirit when truth pierces
the heart. But I pray you will also feel stirred, awakened, and equipped.

Let this be more than a book you read—Ilet it be a call you answer. A call to live boldly. A call to speak
truth. A call to preach, teach, and believe the whole counsel of God—especially the parts they’ve
stopped preaching on Sunday.

For the remnant. For the watchmen. For the ones who will not bow.
—Dr. Paul Crawford

Chapter 1: The Fear of the Lord

Main Verse — Proverbs 1:7 (NLT)



"Fear of the Lord is the foundation of true knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and
discipline."

Explanation & Commentary

The “fear of the Lord” in Hebrew is yir’at YHWH, which conveys reverence, awe, and a holy dread of
offending a holy God. This is not fear in the sense of terror alone, but an attitude of deep respect that
leads to obedience. The verse boldly declares that no true wisdom begins apart from this foundational
posture. Knowledge without reverence becomes arrogance. Wisdom without submission leads to
rebellion.

The word “foundation” (Hebrew: reshit) is the same word used in Genesis 1:1 (“In the beginning...”),
indicating this fear is not just part of wisdom—it is the starting point of it. Those who reject this divine
awe—those the verse calls “fools” (Hebrew: kesil)—not only miss out on wisdom, but actively despise
it. The term implies an open scorn or contempt for correction and instruction.

In the New Testament, we see this fear rightly placed in the new covenant context. In Acts 9:31, the
church “walked in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit.” It was not fear instead of
relationship—it was fear within relationship. Even Jesus Himself, in Isaiah 11:2-3, is said to “delight
in the fear of the Lord.”

Cross References

* Job 28:28 — “The fear of the Lord is true wisdom; to forsake evil is real understanding.”
* Psalm 111:10 — “Fear of the Lord is the foundation of true wisdom.”

* Ecclesiastes 12:13 — “Fear God and obey his commands, for this is everyone’s duty.”

* Luke 1:50 — “He shows mercy to those who fear him from generation to generation.”

* Hebrews 12:28-29 — “Let us worship God with reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming
fire.”

Greek Word Connection (New Testament)

* Phobos (9oBog) — This is the Greek word for “fear” in verses like Philippians 2:12, where Paul
urges believers to “work out your salvation with fear and trembling.” It implies both reverence
and seriousness before God.

* Eulabeia (evAaBewa) — Used in Hebrews 5:7 to describe Jesus’ godly fear. This denotes
cautious, devout reverence—fear that honors, not flees.




Questions and Answers

Q1: What does “fear of the Lord” mean in this verse?
A: It means a deep reverence and respect for God that leads to obedience, not terror that drives us
away.

Q2: Why is it called the foundation of true knowledge?

A: Because without acknowledging God’s authority, all wisdom becomes human-centered and
spiritually blind.

Q3: Who are the “fools” in this passage?

A: Those who despise instruction and reject the discipline and truth found in God’s Word.

Q4: How is the fear of the Lord relevant for Christians today?
A: It teaches us humility, accountability, and proper worship, shaping how we live and walk with God.

Q5: Didn’t Jesus do away with fear by offering grace?
A: Grace does not remove reverence—it deepens it. We do not fear judgment, but we honor God's
holiness. (See Hebrews 12:28)

Summary

The fear of the Lord is not a relic of Old Testament legalism—it is the foundation of all godly wisdom.
Without it, we build our faith on sand. It keeps us humble, attentive to correction, and in awe of God's
holiness. The world says "follow your heart." Scripture says, “fear the Lord.”

Key Lesson

True wisdom begins not with intellect but with humility. When we revere God as holy and
righteous, our lives align with His truth. Rejecting this fear is not just ignorance—it’s spiritual
foolishness.

Application
* Evaluate your walk with God: Is there a healthy fear of offending Him?
* Pray for a heart that delights in the fear of the Lord (Isaiah 11:3).
* Resist the casual, flippant view of God that is common in modern culture.
* Return to the place where worship is not entertainment but sacred awe.

* Teach your children and church that the fear of God is the key to walking in His ways.



Chapter 2: God’s Judgment is Real
Main Verse — Hebrews 10:31 (NLT)

“It is a terrible thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”

Explanation & Commentary

This verse is one of the most sobering in the New Testament. The word “terrible” comes from the
Greek word @oBepov (phoberon), which means dreadful, fearful, or terrifying. This is not hyperbole—
it is a direct warning. The “hands of the living God” symbolize His full power, justice, and authority.
The author of Hebrews has just described the consequences of willfully continuing in sin after
receiving the truth (Hebrews 10:26-30). This is not ignorance—it’s rebellion.

The phrase "the living God" contrasts sharply with dead idols and lifeless religious systems. Our God
sees, acts, and judges. In this context, the warning is not for unbelievers alone, but for those who
profess faith yet trample the Son of God underfoot (v. 29). It reminds us that God's grace is not to be
abused. Judgment is not just an Old Testament concept—it’s a New Testament reality.

Cross References

* Hebrews 10:26-27 — “There is only the terrible expectation of God’s judgment and the raging
fire that will consume his enemies.”

* Romans 2:5-6 — “You are storing up terrible punishment for yourself... For God will repay
each person according to what they have done.”

* 2 Corinthians 5:10-11 — “Because we understand our fearful responsibility to the Lord, we
work hard to persuade others.”

* Revelation 20:11-15 — The Great White Throne Judgment where the dead are judged according
to their deeds.

* Luke 12:4-5 — “Fear God, who has the power to kill you and then throw you into hell. Yes,
He’s the one to fear.”

Greek Word Study

* Phoberon (goBepov) — “Terrifying, fearful, dreadful.” Used to describe something that causes
terror or great awe.

» Krisis (kptoig) — “Judgment, decision.” Related to the legal process of rendering a verdict
(John 5:22, Hebrews 9:27).



These words affirm that God’s judgment is not symbolic. It’s judicial, righteous, and terrifying for
those who reject or abuse His grace.

Questions and Answers

Q1: Who is this warning in Hebrews 10:31 directed toward?
A: It is aimed at those who know the truth of the gospel but continue in deliberate sin, disregarding
Christ’s sacrifice.

Q2: Why is judgment described as “terrible”?
A: Because it is the full, holy response of a just God against sin—it is both final and fearful.

Q3: Isn’t God all-loving? Why would He judge this way?
A: Love and justice are not opposites in God—they are inseparable. His love offers mercy; His justice
upholds truth.

Q4: Can a true believer fall under this judgment?
A: A believer who walks in repentance and faith is secure. But those who claim Christ yet persist in sin
without remorse are warned here.

Q5: What is the purpose of this warning?
A: To awaken the reader, produce holy fear, and stir repentance before judgment comes.

Summary

God’s judgment is not a metaphor—it is a terrifying reality. It is the inevitable outcome for those who
reject the blood of Christ or treat it as common. Modern preaching often avoids this truth, but Scripture
emphasizes it repeatedly: God is holy, and His judgment is sure.

Key Lesson

You cannot mock the grace of God without consequence. Judgment delayed is not judgment denied.
God sees, remembers, and will act. Fearing God’s judgment should lead us to humble repentance, not
careless rebellion.

Application

* Examine your heart for areas of willful sin. Don’t delay repentance.
* Reject the lie that God’s love erases His justice. Embrace both.
* Preach the full gospel—including judgment—as the early church did.

* Pray for a renewed reverence and a hatred of sin.



* Remind others: Jesus saves us from God’s wrath, not from an abstract concept.

Chapter 3: Grace Before Repentance
Main Verse — Romans 2:4 (NLT)

“Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and patient God is with you? Does this
mean nothing to you? Can’t you see that his kindness is intended to turn you from your
sin?”

Explanation & Commentary

This verse reveals a powerful truth that is often ignored in modern preaching: God’s grace is not
permission to remain in sin—it’s the invitation to turn from it. The Apostle Paul is addressing
religious moralists who judge others while excusing their own sin. Paul reminds them that God’s
patience is not weakness or approval—it is a divine pause that gives space for repentance.

The Greek word for “kindness” is ypnototng (chréstotes), meaning moral goodness or benevolence.
God’s tolerance (Greek: évoyn — anoché), and patience (Greek: pakpo@upia — makrothumia), are
expressions of mercy designed to melt the heart and lead to change.

Grace always precedes repentance in the biblical pattern. We love because He first loved us (1 John
4:19). We repent because His goodness draws us. God doesn't demand we clean ourselves before
coming to Him—He comes near, and His presence convicts and transforms us. The tragedy, Paul
says, is that many receive God’s goodness without ever letting it break their pride or change their
direction.

Cross References

* Titus 2:11-12 — “For the grace of God has been revealed, bringing salvation... and we are
instructed to turn from godless living.”

* 2 Peter 3:9 — “He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent.”

* Exodus 34:6 — “The Lord passed in front of Moses, calling out... slow to anger, abounding in
love.”

* Luke 15:20 — The father ran to the prodigal son before he confessed.

* Ephesians 2:4-5 — “But God is so rich in mercy... He gave us life even when we were dead in
sins.”




Greek Word Study

* Chréstotés (ypnototng) — Kindness, goodness, gentleness. It reflects God’s moral character in
action.

* Anoché (avoyr) — Forbearance; divine restraint in holding back judgment.
* Makrothumia (pakpoOupia) — Longsuffering; slow to anger; patience even when wronged.

Together, these three qualities form the gracious platform from which God invites us to repent—not
by fear alone, but by love that convicts.

Questions and Answers

Q1: Does this verse teach that grace comes before repentance?
A: Yes. God’s kindness leads us to repentance—not the other way around. His mercy draws us into the
truth.

Q2: Why do people misunderstand God’s patience?
A: Because they mistake delay in judgment for approval of sin. God is patient, not permissive.

Q3: What is the purpose of God’s kindness?
A: To lead us to repentance—not to make us comfortable in rebellion.

Q4: Can we abuse God’s grace?
A: Yes. Jude 1:4 warns of people who “turn the grace of our God into a license for immorality.”

Q5: How should we respond to God’s kindness?
A: With humility, repentance, and gratitude—changing our ways because He first loved us.

Summary

Romans 2:4 shows us that God’s grace always makes the first move. His kindness, tolerance, and
patience are not signs of indifference but invitations to repentance. If we ignore His grace, we harden
our hearts. But if we respond, we step into transformation.

Key Lesson

God’s grace is not soft—it’s powerful. It doesn’t excuse sin; it calls it out with compassion. Grace is
the light that exposes the darkness and shows the way out. It leads us to repentance, not away from it.

Application

* Recognize God’s patience as a call, not a loophole.



* Don’t delay repentance—respond while grace is still extended.
* Thank God for every moment He withheld judgment from your life.
* Extend grace to others as God has done for you.

* Preach grace as both invitation and transformation—not indulgence.

Chapter 4: Sin Separates from God
Main Verse — Isaiah 59:2 (NLT)

“It’s your sins that have cut you off from God. Because of your sins, he has turned away
and will not listen anymore.”

Explanation & Commentary

Isaiah 59:2 is a clear, confronting declaration: sin severs relationship with God. The prophet Isaiah
speaks to a people who are still performing religious rituals, yet wondering why God seems silent. The
answer is direct: sin is the barrier. It separates not only by nature, but by choice. The phrase “cut you
off” in Hebrew implies a severing, a tearing of what should be whole.

God hasn’t changed—it is man’s rebellion that creates the distance. The verse doesn’t say God
cannot hear; it says He will not listen. This is not due to God’s inability, but His holiness. A holy God
will not indulge in a relationship with hearts that cherish sin while pretending devotion (see Psalm
66:18).

This truth is rarely emphasized today. Many modern sermons speak of God’s love without mentioning
the offense of sin. But Scripture is clear: sin is a wall between man and God, and only repentance
can tear it down. While grace is offered freely, fellowship with God is conditional upon surrender and
righteousness.

Cross References

* Psalm 66:18 — “If I had not confessed the sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened.”
* Micah 3:4 — “Then they will cry to the Lord, but He will not answer them...”
* Proverbs 28:9 — “God detests the prayers of a person who ignores the law.”

* John 9:31 — “We know that God doesn’t listen to sinners, but he is ready to hear those who
worship him...”

* 1 Peter 3:12 — “The Lord watches over those who do right, but his face is against those who do
evil.”



Hebrew Word Study

* Avon (J1¥) — “Sin, guilt, iniquity.” Refers to deliberate wrongdoing and moral perversity.

* Badal (772) — “To separate, divide, exclude.” Used in Isaiah 59:2 to describe how sin causes a
rupture in communion.

* Satar (WD) — “To hide, conceal, turn away.” Used when God “hides His face” due to
persistent sin.

These words paint a picture of sin as a moral wedge that not only breaks fellowship but causes God to
withdraw His attention from the unrepentant.

Questions and Answers

Q1: Does sin really separate us from God?
A: Yes. Scripture repeatedly confirms that unrepentant sin breaks fellowship with God—even if
outward religion continues.

Q2: Isn’t God always near, even in our sin?
A: God is omnipresent, but His relational nearness is withdrawn when we rebel without repentance.

Q3: Why won’t God listen if we’re in sin?
A: Because listening implies relationship and approval. God calls for confession and repentance before
restoration.

Q4: Can this verse apply to Christians today?
A: Yes. Even believers can grieve the Holy Spirit and experience a break in fellowship if they harbor
sin (Ephesians 4:30).

Q5: What restores fellowship with God?
A: Confession, repentance, and a turning away from sin restore the relational connection (1 John 1:9).

Summary

Isaiah 59:2 reveals the sobering truth that sin builds a wall between us and God. His silence is not
abandonment—it is a call to repentance. Religion without righteousness is noise to Him. Only when sin
is confessed can the relationship be healed.




Key Lesson

God is holy, and He will not commune with those who cling to sin. He loves us too much to pretend
we’re close when we’re far. Separation from God is not His desire—but it is the consequence of
unrepentant rebellion.

Application
* Repent of hidden sin. God cannot bless what we will not confess.
* Restore broken fellowship through honest confession and surrender.
* Teach others that sin isn’t just bad—it’s relationally deadly.
* Reject feel-good religion that tolerates sin while claiming intimacy with God.

* Pray with a clean heart so your voice may be heard in heaven.

Chapter 5: The Narrow Way

Main Passage — Matthew 7:13-14 (NLT)

“You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The highway to hell is broad,
and its gate is wide for the many who choose that way. But the gateway to life is very
narrow and the road is difficult, and only a few ever find it.”

Explanation & Commentary

Jesus, in His Sermon on the Mount, draws a sharp line between the path that leads to life and the path
that leads to destruction. His language is exclusive and sobering: only one gate leads to eternal life,
and only a few find it. The Greek word for narrow is atevog (stenos), meaning restricted, compressed,
or constricted. In other words, it is not easy, popular, or comfortable.

In contrast, the broad road (Greek: mAatog — platys), is wide, accommodating, and crowded. It’s the
path of least resistance—the road of self, sin, and societal approval. It is the religious road that requires
no repentance, no submission, and no transformation.

Jesus says the road to life is not only narrow but difficult (Greek: OAiBw — thlibo, meaning pressed,
afflicted, or troubled). This is the same word used to describe tribulation. This road demands denial of
self, obedience, humility, and perseverance. It may be unpopular, but it’s the only road that ends in life.

Cross References

* Luke 13:24 — “Work hard to enter the narrow door... many will try to enter but will fail.”



* Proverbs 14:12 — “There is a path before each person that seems right, but it ends in death.”
* John 10:9 — “T am the gate. Those who come in through me will be saved.”
* Acts 14:22 — “We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God.”

* 2 Timothy 3:12 — “Everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer
persecution.”

Greek Word Study

* Stenos (otevog) — Narrow, strait, compressed. Indicates limitation and discipline.

* Thlibo (0AiBw) — To press, to afflict, to suffer tribulation. Describes the challenge of true
discipleship.

* Platys (mAatog) — Broad, wide, spacious. Implies ease, freedom, and often moral looseness.

Jesus intentionally used contrasting imagery. The narrow path is hard but true. The broad road is easy
but deadly.

Questions and Answers

Q1: What does the narrow gate represent?
A: Christ Himself and the way of true discipleship, requiring repentance, faith, and obedience.

Q2: Why is the way to life so hard to find?
A: Because it contradicts human nature, pride, and the world’s values. It requires surrender.

Q3: Does this mean most people are not saved?
A: According to Jesus, many are on the road to destruction, and few find the way to life. This should
awaken urgency, not apathy.

Q4: Is salvation by works if the road is difficult?
A: No. Salvation is by grace, but the path of following Jesus includes self-denial and perseverance.

Q5: How do I know I’m on the narrow path?
A: If your life is marked by faith, repentance, obedience, and perseverance through hardship for
Christ's sake.

Summary

The narrow way is not the popular way. It’s not the easy, feel-good road of casual Christianity. It’s the
path of surrender, sacrifice, and sanctification. Jesus said only a few find it. That truth should shatter
complacency and stir urgency in every soul.




Key Lesson

Following Jesus is costly but worth it. The narrow gate is the only way to life. The wide gate offers
comfort but ends in destruction. Eternity demands we choose carefully.

Application
* Examine your walk. Is your faith marked by comfort or by commitment?
* Reject cheap grace that allows broad-road living.
* Endure hardship for the sake of Christ—it proves you’re on the right path.
* Warn others about the broad road. Love tells the truth.

* Cling to Christ daily. He is the Gate, the Shepherd, and the Way.

Chapter 6: The Wrath of God

Main Verse — Romans 1:18 (NLT)

“But God shows his anger from heaven against all sinful, wicked people who suppress the
truth by their wickedness.”

Explanation & Commentary

In a world obsessed with tolerance and self-gratification, the idea of divine wrath has been edited out of
many pulpits. Yet Paul begins his gospel presentation in Romans with this uncomfortable truth: before
grace can be understood, wrath must be acknowledged.

The word for “anger” in the Greek is 6pyn (orge), meaning God's settled, righteous indignation—not
emotional rage, but judicial wrath. It is not impulsive; it is deliberate and holy. God’s wrath is His
necessary response to all that is evil, perverse, and rebellious. It flows from His justice, not from
cruelty.

Paul clarifies that this wrath is revealed “from heaven,” reminding us it is cosmic, sovereign, and
inescapable. And who is it aimed at? “All sinful, wicked people who suppress the truth.” The Greek
word for suppress is katéxe (katechd), which means to hold down, restrain, or stifle. Mankind is not
merely ignorant of truth; they actively suppress it to justify wickedness.

This verse sets the foundation for Paul’s case in Romans: everyone is guilty, and only the
righteousness of Christ can save us. Without understanding God’s wrath, we cannot grasp the urgency
of salvation.




Cross References

* John 3:36 — “Anyone who doesn’t obey the Son will never experience eternal life but remains
under God’s angry judgment.”

* Ephesians 5:6 — “Don’t be fooled... for because of these things, the wrath of God comes upon
the disobedient.”

* Colossians 3:5-6 — “Because of these sins, the anger of God is coming.”

* Hebrews 10:27 — “There is only the terrible expectation of God’s judgment and the raging fire
that will consume his enemies.”

* Nahum 1:2-3 — “The Lord is a jealous and avenging God... The Lord will not leave the guilty
unpunished.”

Greek Word Study
* Orge (opyn) — Righteous, deliberate anger; God’s holy reaction to sin.

» Katecho (katéyw) — To hold back or suppress, especially by force. In this verse, it refers to the
willful suppression of moral and spiritual truth.

God's wrath is not out of control—it is measured, just, and directed at willful rebellion and the
deliberate rejection of truth.

Questions and Answers

Q1: Is God's wrath still active today?
A: Yes. According to Romans 1, it is already being revealed through consequences like moral decay,
societal breakdown, and spiritual blindness (see Romans 1:24-28).

Q2: Isn’t God only wrathful in the Old Testament?
A: No. The New Testament frequently mentions His wrath (e.g., John 3:36, Revelation 6:16-17). His
character has never changed.

Q3: Why is God angry?
A: Because of willful sin and the suppression of truth. His wrath is a just response to evil.

Q4: Can God be both loving and wrathful?
A: Absolutely. His wrath is an expression of His love for righteousness and His hatred for what
destroys His creation.

Q5: How can we escape God’s wrath?
A: Through faith in Jesus Christ, who bore God’s wrath on our behalf at the cross (Romans 5:9, 1
Thessalonians 1:10).




Summary

Romans 1:18 is a thunderclap of truth: God is not indifferent to sin. His wrath is real, active, and aimed
at all who reject His truth. We must not silence this doctrine—it is the foundation of the gospel
message. Without wrath, there is no need for a Savior.

Key Lesson

The gospel is not good news unless we understand the bad news. God’s wrath reveals the
seriousness of sin and the necessity of salvation. Only by understanding what we’re saved from can we
grasp what we’re saved into.

Application
* Repent of any area in your life where you suppress God’s truth.
* Preach the full gospel—God’s love and His wrath.
* Resist the temptation to water down sin to make the message more “palatable.”
* Praise Jesus, who bore the wrath of God on the cross in your place.

* Live as one rescued—not entitled, but humbled and grateful.

Chapter 7: Not All Who Say “Lord”
Main Passage — Matthew 7:21-23 (NLT)

“Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Only
those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter. On judgment day many
will say to me, ‘Lord! Lord! We prophesied in your name and cast out demons in your name
and performed many miracles in your name.’ But I will reply, ‘I never knew you. Get away
from me, you who break God’s laws.’”

Explanation & Commentary

This is one of the most sobering warnings in all of Scripture—and one of the least preached. Jesus
dismantles the assumption that mere religious activity, spiritual gifts, or even powerful miracles are
proof of salvation. He is not impressed with public ministry if it lacks private obedience.

The Greek word for “Lord” is Kopuog (Kyrios), which means master, authority, sovereign. The people
in this passage acknowledge Jesus with their lips, but deny Him with their lives. They call Him
“Lord,” but do not do the will of the Father. Their works, though dramatic, are disconnected from
authentic relationship.



In verse 23, Jesus says, “I never knew you”—the Greek word is ywvooke (ginosko), which implies
intimate, experiential relationship. He doesn't say, “I used to know you but you fell away.” He says, “I
never knew you.” This reveals that even spectacular works can be done without ever truly being born
again.

Cross References
* Luke 6:46 — “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,” and do not do what I say?”
* Titus 1:16 — “They claim to know God, but by their actions they deny Him.”
* James 1:22 — “But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says.”
* 1 Samuel 15:22 — “To obey is better than sacrifice.”

»

* 1 John 2:3—4 — “We can be sure that we know Him if we obey His commandments.

Greek Word Study

* Kyrios (Kvpiog) — Lord, Master; implies full authority and surrender.
* Ginosko (yivwokw) — To know intimately, relationally, personally.

* Anomia (Gvopia) — Lawlessness; rebellion against God’s moral law. Jesus says, “You who
break God’s laws.”

This passage teaches that relationship, not just religion, is what Christ demands—and that
lawlessness, no matter how spiritual it looks, leads to rejection.

Questions and Answers

Q1: Why are these people rejected if they did miracles in Jesus' name?
A: Because miracles are not evidence of salvation—obedience and relationship are.

Q2: Does this mean Christians can lose their salvation?
A: Not in this context. Jesus says, “I never knew you”—implying they were never truly His.

Q3: Can someone prophesy and still be lost?
A: Yes. Gifts can operate even in the unrepentant. God may use someone, but that does not guarantee
their salvation.

Q4: What does it mean to do the will of the Father?
A: It means to live in obedient faith, walking in repentance, truth, and submission to Christ as Lord
(see John 6:40).



Q5: How can I be sure I won’t hear “I never knew you”?
A: Pursue Jesus personally. Obey His Word. Love righteousness. Let your life—not just your lips—
confess Him as Lord.

Summary

Jesus warns that lip service without heart surrender will not save anyone. Even dramatic works done
“in His name” are meaningless without true relationship and obedience. Many will be shocked on
Judgment Day—not because they weren’t religious, but because they were never truly known by
Christ.

Key Lesson

Salvation is not about what you do in God’s name—it’s about who you are in Christ. The evidence
of knowing Jesus is not power, performance, or popularity, but obedience and a transformed life.

Application
* Evaluate your walk: is Jesus truly your Lord, or just a label?
* Reject a faith that is all talk and no obedience.
* Pursue relationship with Jesus—not just activity for Him.
* Preach repentance and surrender, not just signs and wonders.

* Live every day as one known and loved by God, walking in His will.

Chapter 8: Holiness Without Which No Man Shall See God
Main Verse — Hebrews 12:14 (NLT)

“Work at living in peace with everyone, and work at living a holy life, for those who are not
holy will not see the Lord.”

Explanation & Commentary

This verse dismantles the false comfort of a Christianity without transformation. It doesn’t say holiness
is optional or preferred—it says without it, no one will see God. This is not a fringe doctrine; it’s a
central biblical demand. The Greek word for holy is éywacpog (hagiasmos), meaning sanctification,
purity, consecration. It reflects a life set apart for God—clean, obedient, and aligned with His
character.



Hebrews 12:14 commands believers to pursue holiness. The word “work at” (Greek: 5tokw — dioko),
means to strive earnestly, to chase, or to pursue with intensity. Holiness is not automatic. It's not
inherited by church attendance. It’s a pursuit—empowered by grace, but requiring effort.

Many modern churches teach salvation without sanctification. But the Word of God says that these
who are truly saved will be marked by holiness. This does not mean perfection, but a life that
reflects God’s purity, rejects sin, and grows in obedience. Holiness is the fruit of salvation, not the
cause of it—but it’s never absent in the saved life.

Cross References

* Leviticus 20:26 — “You must be holy because I, the Lord, am holy.”

* 1 Peter 1:15-16 — “Be holy in all you do... for it is written: ‘Be holy, because I am holy.””
* Matthew 5:8 — “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.”

* 2 Corinthians 7:1 — “Let us cleanse ourselves... perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”

* 1 Thessalonians 4:7 — “God has called us to live holy lives, not impure lives.”

Greek Word Study

* Hagiasmos (aytaopog) — Holiness, sanctification; the process and condition of being made
holy.

* Dioko (5vwkw) — To pursue, to chase after, to earnestly strive for. This is an intentional and
ongoing action.

* Horao (6paw) — “See”; not just physical sight, but to perceive, encounter, and be in the
presence of.

These words make it clear: holiness is essential to communion with God—both now and eternally.

Questions and Answers

Q1: Does this verse mean we are saved by works or by holiness?
A: No. We are saved by grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8-9), but true salvation produces a holy life
(Ephesians 2:10).

Q2: What does “without holiness no one will see God” mean?
A: It means that without the transforming work of sanctification in a believer’s life, one is not truly
saved or fit to enter God's presence.



Q3: Can a believer struggle and still be holy?
A: Yes. Holiness is not about being flawless—it’s about being surrendered, repentant, and set apart for
God.

Q4: Why is holiness so neglected today?
A: Because it confronts sin, demands change, and doesn’t appeal to fleshly desires. It’s not popular, but
it’s essential.

Q5: How do we pursue holiness practically?
A: By immersing ourselves in the Word, walking in obedience, repenting quickly, and relying on the
power of the Holy Spirit.

Summary

Holiness is not legalism. It’s not religion. It’s the natural result of truly knowing Jesus. Hebrews 12:14
warns that no one will see God—either now in fellowship or later in eternity—without holiness. This
is a message that must return to the center of the Christian life.

Key Lesson

Holiness is the evidence of salvation, not the substitute for it. The pursuit of holiness is the heartbeat
of a soul that has truly encountered the living God. Without it, religion is a facade.

Application

* Pursue holiness with passion—don’t treat it casually.

* Repent of compromises and secret sins that pollute your walk.

* Surround yourself with those who encourage righteous living.

* Preach that grace is not permission to sin, but power to overcome it.

* Live like someone who truly wants to see God—now and forever.

Chapter 9: God Hates Sin
Main Passage — Psalm 5:4-5 (NLT)

“O God, you take no pleasure in wickedness; you cannot tolerate the sins of the wicked.
Therefore, the proud may not stand in your presence, for you hate all who do evil.”




Explanation & Commentary

In an age where God is often portrayed as a passive, non-confrontational figure, these verses cut
through the confusion with divine clarity: God not only hates sin—He refuses to entertain it. Psalm
5, written by David, affirms God's absolute moral purity and His unwavering stance against
wickedness. God does not “tolerate” sin. The Hebrew word used here for "cannot tolerate" is giir (113),
meaning “to dwell with” or “to abide.” God does not dwell with evil, nor does He entertain it.

The next verse is even more confronting. David writes that God “hates all who do evil.” This is not a

contradiction of God’s love—it is an affirmation of His holiness. The Hebrew verb for "hate" is $ané’

(N1Y), indicating strong aversion and judgment. God’s hatred is not arbitrary or emotional like human
hatred—it is righteous, just, and based on perfect moral truth.

This truth is ignored or softened in many pulpits today. But Scripture makes clear: God is not morally
neutral. He is perfectly holy. His wrath against sin is not a personality flaw—it is a divine necessity. A
God who does not hate sin cannot be good.

Cross References

* Proverbs 6:16—19 — “There are six things the Lord hates... haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands
that shed innocent blood...”

* Habakkuk 1:13 — “Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrongdoing.”
* Isaiah 59:2 — “Your sins have separated you from your God...”
* Romans 1:18 — “God shows His anger from heaven against all sinful, wicked people...”

* Revelation 2:6 — “But this you have, that you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also

hate.”
Hebrew Word Study
* Gir (712) — To dwell with, reside; used here to express God’s complete unwillingness to reside
with evil.

 Sané' (N2w) — To hate; a covenantal rejection based on divine judgment.
* Ra‘a‘ (V1) — Evil, wickedness, or moral depravity.

Together, these words emphasize that God is intolerant of sin not because He is harsh, but because
He is holy.




Questions and Answers

Q1: Does God really hate? Isn’t God love?
A: Yes, God is love (1 John 4:8), but His love does not cancel His holiness. God hates evil because He
is perfectly good.

Q2: Isn’t this just Old Testament language?
A: No. The New Testament also affirms God’s hatred of sin and coming judgment (e.g., Romans 1:18,
Hebrews 10:26-31).

Q3: Does God hate sinners?
A: God’s wrath is directed toward unrepentant sinners. He offers love and mercy, but will judge all who
reject His grace (see John 3:36).

Q4: What sins does God hate most?
A: All sin is offensive to God, but Scripture especially condemns pride, deceit, violence, sexual
immorality, and idolatry.

Q5: How should we respond to God’s hatred of sin?
A: By repenting, pursuing holiness, and living in reverent fear of the Lord.

Summary

God does not turn a blind eye to wickedness. He hates sin because He is holy, just, and good. Psalm
5:4-5 reveals the truth many avoid: you cannot stand in God’s presence unless you are purified by
His grace. No amount of religious activity can cover unrepented sin.

Key Lesson

God’s hatred of sin is not in opposition to His love—it is the expression of it. Because He loves
righteousness, He must judge sin. The cross is where His love and wrath collided—and salvation was
made possible.

Application
* Repent of any sin you’re justifying or tolerating. God never does.
* Preach the holiness of God alongside His mercy. Both are true.
* Reject cultural Christianity that winks at sin in the name of grace.
* Walk in reverent fear, knowing that sin separates but repentance restores.

* Thank God that while He hates sin, He loved you enough to send His Son to pay its price.



Chapter 10: The Cost of Discipleship

Main Passage — Luke 14:26-27 (NLT)

“If you want to be my disciple, you must, by comparison, hate everyone else—your father
and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even your own life. Otherwise,
you cannot be my disciple. And if you do not carry your own cross and follow me, you
cannot be my disciple.”

Explanation & Commentary

These verses cut deep through the watered-down messages of easy-believism and cheap grace. Jesus is
not asking for admiration—He is demanding allegiance. The word “disciple” (Greek: pa®ntg —
mathetes), means more than a student—it means a fully devoted follower who lives under the authority
and direction of their teacher.

Christ’s statement about “hating” one’s family and even one’s own life is not a call to literal hatred. It’s
a Hebrew idiom that means “to love less by comparison.” Jesus is saying: If you’re going to follow
Me, I must come before everyone and everything—even your own desires, comforts, and identity.

The second half of the passage takes it further: “Carry your own cross.” This was a death sentence in
the Roman world. Jesus isn’t talking about inconvenience—He’s talking about total surrender, daily
death to self, and identification with His suffering.

To follow Jesus is not to add Him to your life—it is to lese your life for His sake. That’s the cost.
That’s discipleship.

Cross References

* Matthew 10:37-38 — “If you love your father or mother more than me, you are not worthy of
being mine...”

* Galatians 2:20 — “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live...”
* Romans 12:1 — “Offer your bodies as a living sacrifice...”

 Philippians 3:7-8 — “I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing
Christ...”

* John 12:25-26 — “Anyone who loves their life will lose it...”

Greek Word Study

* Mathétes (padntng) — Disciple; one who learns and imitates a teacher, submitting fully to their
authority.



 Stauron (ctavpov) — Cross; a Roman instrument of execution. To “carry your cross” was to
walk toward death.

* Miseo (poéw) — To “hate”; used here to mean “love less” or subordinate priority.

Jesus is teaching that true discipleship involves death to the self-life, loyalty above all relationships,
and daily obedience—even unto suffering.

Questions and Answers

Q1: Is Jesus telling us to literally hate our families?
A: No. He’s using comparative language to emphasize that our love and loyalty to Him must far
surpass all earthly ties.

Q2: What does it mean to “carry your cross”?
A: It means daily dying to self—denying your will, enduring suffering, and staying faithful no matter
the cost.

Q3: Can someone be saved without being a disciple?
A: No. Jesus did not separate salvation from discipleship. He called people to follow Him, not just
believe about Him.

Q4: Why don’t we hear this message often in church?
A: Because it challenges comfort, confronts carnality, and doesn’t sell well in consumer Christianity.
But it’s the true gospel.

Q5: What’s the reward for paying the cost?
A: Eternal life, true purpose, intimacy with Christ, and a crown that does not fade (Matthew 16:24-27).

Summary

Jesus never sugar-coated the cost of following Him. He didn't say, “Come and be comfortable,” but
“Come and die.” Discipleship is not about convenience—it’s about crucifixion. It's about putting
Christ above all else and surrendering everything to follow Him.

Key Lesson

Following Jesus will cost you something—but not following Him will cost you everything. There is
no cheap discipleship. Grace is free, but discipleship demands your life. If He is Lord, He must be first.

Application

* Assess what (or who) you’ve placed before Christ.



* Crucify the parts of you that resist surrender—pride, fear, comfort.
* Commit daily to take up your cross—not just on Sundays.
* Disciple others with truth, not sugar.

* Trust that though the cost is high, the reward is eternal.

Chapter 11: Jesus Came with a Sword
Main Passage — Matthew 10:34-36 (NLT)

“Don’t imagine that I came to bring peace to the earth! I came not to bring peace, but a
sword. I have come to set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. Your enemies will be right in your own
household!”

Explanation & Commentary

This is not the “gentle Jesus, meek and mild” that many modern pulpits preach. In this shocking
statement, Jesus makes it clear: His presence brings conflict—not because He seeks to divide, but
because truth divides. When the true Christ enters a home, a culture, or a heart, there will be a
collision between light and darkness.

The "sword" Jesus refers to is not a physical weapon but a symbol of division and decision. The Greek
word is payowpa (machaira), a short, sharp dagger often used metaphorically in Scripture to describe
sharp, penetrating truth (see Hebrews 4:12). Jesus didn’t come to affirm every family, every culture,
or every tradition—He came to call people to Himself, even if that means relational fallout.

The gospel demands a choice, and that choice often separates even the closest human bonds. This
passage doesn't advocate rebellion or cruelty, but it warns us: if we follow Jesus wholeheartedly, it
may cost us our reputation, relationships, and even family peace.

Cross References

* Luke 12:51-53 — “Do you think I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I have come to
divide people...”

* John 15:18-19 — “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.”

* Hebrews 4:12 — “For the word of God is alive and powerful... sharper than the sharpest two-
edged sword.”

* Matthew 10:37-39 — “Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of
me...”



* 2 Corinthians 6:17 — “Come out from among them and be separate...”

Greek Word Study

* Machaira (payopa) — Sword; a symbol of judgment, division, and the piercing nature of
God’s truth.

* Dichazo (8yyalw) — To divide, to sever or split apart; used in verse 35 to describe relational
fracture.

* Echthros (éx0poc) — Enemy; not just opposition but hostile resistance, even among family.

Jesus' words teach that true peace can only come through confrontation with truth, and that peace
with the world may require compromising the gospel—something no true disciple can do.

Questions and Answers

Q1: Isn’t Jesus the Prince of Peace?
A: Yes—He brings peace with God through salvation (Romans 5:1). But that peace often comes at the
cost of conflict with others who reject Him.

Q2: Why would following Jesus divide families?
A: Because not everyone will accept Him. When someone surrenders to Christ, their values,
convictions, and lifestyle may offend others—even loved ones.

Q3: Does Jesus want division?
A: He desires unity in truth, but He knows that standing for truth will naturally cause division (see
John 3:19-20).

Q4: How should we treat family members who oppose our faith?
A: With love, humility, and prayer—but never compromise your obedience to Christ for their
approval.

Q5: Is this passage still relevant today?
A: Absolutely. In a culture increasingly hostile to biblical truth, many believers face rejection from
their own households for their loyalty to Jesus.

Summary

Jesus did not come to blend in—He came to call out. His gospel is not safe or soft. It demands
surrender and divides truth from deception, righteousness from rebellion. Matthew 10:34-36 reminds
us that standing with Jesus may mean standing alone—even in our own homes.




Key Lesson

The real Jesus divides before He unites. He draws a line in the sand and calls us to stand on truth, no
matter who walks away. The gospel is peace with God, but often war with the world.

Application

* Don’t compromise to avoid conflict—speak the truth in love.

* Be prepared for opposition, even from those closest to you.

* Stand firm in Christ, even when it costs you approval or relationships.

* Pray for those divided from you by the gospel—that the same sword that cut might also heal.

* Remember: loyalty to Jesus is worth every earthly loss.

Chapter 12: God’s Law Still Matters
Main Passage — Matthew 5:17-19 (NLT)

“Don’t misunderstand why I have come. I did not come to abolish the law of Moses or the
writings of the prophets. No, I came to accomplish their purpose. I tell you the truth, until
heaven and earth disappear, not even the smallest detail of God’s law will disappear until
its purpose is achieved. So if you ignore the least commandment and teach others to do the
same, you will be called the least in the Kingdom of Heaven. But anyone who obeys God’s
laws and teaches them will be called great in the Kingdom of Heaven.”

Explanation & Commentary

Many people today wrongly believe that because of grace, God’s law is obsolete. But Jesus destroys
that myth in one powerful statement: “I did not come to abolish the law... but to fulfill it.” The Greek
word for fulfill is mAnpow (pleroo), meaning to complete, bring to fullness, or fully accomplish. Jesus
did not cancel the law—He embodied it perfectly, showing what obedience truly looks like.

The law reveals God’s character—His holiness, justice, and love. Though we are not under the
ceremonial aspects of the Mosaic covenant (fulfilled in Christ), God’s moral law still stands. His
commandments about honesty, purity, reverence, justice, and love are not cultural—they’re eternal.

In verse 18, Jesus affirms the unchanging authority of Scripture. He says not even the smallest detail
—the “jot or tittle” (in Greek, iota and keraia)—will pass away until all is fulfilled. His standard is not
just for actions, but for hearts.

This passage is a strong rebuke to any church, preacher, or believer who minimizes God’s commands
in the name of grace. True grace doesn’t abolish holiness—it empowers it.




Cross References
* Romans 3:31 — “Do we then nullify the law by this faith? Not at all! Rather, we uphold the

»

law.
* Psalm 19:7 — “The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul...”
* James 1:25 — “The one who looks into the perfect law... and continues in it... will be blessed.”
* Galatians 3:24 — “The law was our guardian until Christ came...”

* Hebrews 10:16 — “I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds.”

Greek Word Study

* Pléroo (mAnpow) — To fulfill, complete, bring to full expression. Jesus did not annul the law—
He brought it to its true purpose.

* Iota (i®dta) — The smallest letter in the Hebrew alphabet.

* Keraia (kepaia) — A tiny mark or stroke that distinguishes one letter from another. Jesus is
saying every detail of God’s Word matters.

These words show Jesus’ high view of Scripture. He upheld every letter of it and expects us to do the
same.

Questions and Answers

Q1: If we’re under grace, why does the law still matter?
A: Because the law reveals God’s nature and moral will. Grace doesn’t replace the law—it writes it on
our hearts (Jeremiah 31:33).

Q2: Which laws are still binding?
A: Christ fulfilled ceremonial and civil laws specific to Israel, but God’s moral laws remain, as
confirmed by Jesus and the apostles.

Q3: What does it mean to be “least in the kingdom”?
A: It means God takes our attitude toward His commands seriously. To minimize them is to forfeit
honor in His Kingdom.

Q4: Does obedience mean legalism?
A: No. Legalism is trying to earn salvation by works. Obedience is the fruit of a heart changed by
grace.

Q5: How can I honor God’s law today?
A: By studying His Word, obeying His moral commands, and letting the Spirit lead you into holiness.




Summary

Jesus didn’t come to throw out the Old Testament—He came to fulfill and uphold it. The law still
matters because God still matters. Holiness, justice, and truth are not outdated ideas—they’re the
heartbeat of God’s Kingdom. Real grace leads to real obedience.

Key Lesson

God’s grace doesn't cancel His standards—it enables you to live them. If Jesus valued every detail
of the law, so should we. We don’t keep the law to be saved, but because we are saved.

Application

* Recommit to knowing and obeying God's Word—not selectively, but fully.
* Resist teachings that use grace as an excuse for compromise.

* Teach the next generation to love God's commandments, not fear them.

* Honor the whole counsel of Scripture—OIld and New Testaments.

* Live in such a way that your obedience glorifies the God who saved you.

Chapter 13: Hell is Real and Eternal
Main Passage — Mark 9:43-48 (NLT)

“If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It’s better to enter eternal life with only one hand
than to go into the unquenchable fires of hell with two hands. If your foot causes you to sin,
cut it off. It’s better to enter eternal life with only one foot than to be thrown into hell with
two feet. And if your eye causes you to sin, gouge it out. It’s better to enter the Kingdom of
God with only one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell, ‘where the maggots
never die and the fire never goes out.’”

Explanation & Commentary

Jesus spoke more about hell than any other person in the Bible—not to condemn people, but to warn
them. In Mark 9:43-48, He uses graphic, shocking language to convey a simple truth: sin leads to hell,
and nothing is worth going there.

The Greek word translated “hell” here is yéevva (Gehenna), originally referring to the Valley of
Hinnom—a place of child sacrifice and later a smoldering trash heap outside Jerusalem. Jesus used this
real, physical location to symbolize the eternal and conscious torment awaiting the unrepentant.



Jesus is not advocating literal self-mutilation; rather, He’s emphasizing the radical seriousness of sin.
If something in your life causes you to fall into sin, remove it at any cost. Why? Because the cost of
unrepentant sin is eternal separation from God in torment.

The imagery of “unquenchable fire” and “where the maggots never die” is not symbolic exaggeration
—it echoes Isaiah 66:24, where the final judgment is described. This is a real place, with real
consequences, and no escape.

Cross References

* Matthew 25:41 — “Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and
his angels.”

* Revelation 20:10 — “They will be tormented day and night forever and ever.”
* 2 Thessalonians 1:9 — “They will be punished with everlasting destruction...”
» Isaiah 66:24 — “Where the worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched...”

* Luke 16:23-24 — The rich man in Hades is in torment, begging for relief.

Greek Word Study

* Gehenna (yéevva) — A term used 12 times in the New Testament to refer to the final hell of
fire, the lake of fire reserved for the wicked.

* Asbestos (@oBeotog) — “Unquenchable”; a fire that can never be put out.

» Skolex (okoAn&) — “Worm”; used to describe the undying torment, referencing unending
decomposition and agony.

These terms underscore the eternity, reality, and terror of hell. Jesus never describes it as a temporary
state. It is eternal judgment for those who reject God’s mercy.

Questions and Answers

Q1: Is hell real or just symbolic?
A: Jesus presents hell as a real, literal place of eternal punishment. If heaven is real, so is hell.

Q2: Why would a loving God send people to hell?
A: God doesn’t want anyone to go to hell (2 Peter 3:9), but He will honor their rejection of Him. Hell
is the consequence of refusing His gift of salvation.

Q3: Is hell eternal or temporary?
A: Eternal. Jesus uses terms like “unquenchable fire” and “forever and ever.” There is no biblical
evidence of annihilation or second chances after death.



Q4: Who goes to hell?
A: Those who reject Jesus Christ, continue in unrepentant sin, and refuse God’s grace (Revelation 21:8,
John 3:36).

Q5: Why don’t churches preach on hell anymore?
A: Because it’s unpopular and uncomfortable. But Jesus didn’t avoid it—and neither should we if we
truly love people.

Summary

Hell is not a myth, metaphor, or scare tactic. It is real, eternal, and terrifying—and Jesus talked about
it more than anyone. His warning in Mark 9 is a wake-up call: deal with your sin before your sin
deals with you eternally.

Key Lesson

Hell is the justice of God poured out on unrepentant sinners. But Jesus paid the price to save us
from it. If we ignore His warnings, we reject His mercy.

Application

* Examine your life—what sin are you tolerating that could destroy you?
* Repent quickly. Nothing is worth your soul.

* Warn others with love, not fear-mongering. The truth is loving.

* Preach the full gospel: heaven, hell, sin, and the Savior.

* Thank God daily that Jesus endured wrath so you could escape judgment.

Chapter 14: There Is One Way to God
Main Passage — John 14:6 (NLT)

“Jesus told him, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father
except through me.’”

Explanation & Commentary

In one sentence, Jesus dismantled every notion of religious pluralism, personal enlightenment, and self-
made spirituality. He didn’t say He knew the way—He said He is the way. This is one of the most
controversial, exclusive, and yet absolutely foundational statements in all of Scripture.



Jesus is speaking to His disciples in the Upper Room, just before His crucifixion. In their confusion,
Thomas asked how they could know the way to where Jesus was going. Jesus replied with profound
clarity: “I am the way, the truth, and the life.”

The Greek construction is emphatic: éy® eipn (ego eimi)—*I, and I alone, am.” This is not a suggestion
or an opinion—it is an exclusive declaration of divine identity. Jesus is not a way among many, but the
only way. The only truth. The only source of eternal life.

His words fly in the face of modern religious tolerance, where people claim all paths lead to God. But
Jesus made it unmistakably clear: “No one comes to the Father except through Me.” There is one
mediator between God and man (1 Timothy 2:5), and it's not religion, ritual, or self-righteousness—it’s
Jesus Christ.

Cross References

* Acts 4:12 — “There is salvation in no one else! God has given no other name under heaven by
which we must be saved.”

* 1 Timothy 2:5 — “There is one God and one Mediator who can reconcile God and humanity—
the man Christ Jesus.”

* Matthew 7:13-14 — “The gateway to life is very narrow, and the road is difficult, and only a
few ever find it.”

* John 10:9 — “I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.”

* Hebrews 10:19-20 — “We can boldly enter heaven’s Most Holy Place because of the blood of
Jesus...”

Greek Word Study

* Hodos (080¢) — “Way” — A path, road, or journey. Jesus is the only road to reconciliation with
God.

* Alétheia (aA)0ewa) — “Truth” — Absolute reality, what is objectively real as defined by God.

* Zoé ((wn) — “Life” — Not just biological life, but eternal, spiritual life in fellowship with the
Father.

Jesus embodies all three: the road to God, the truth about God, and the life from God.

Questions and Answers

Q1: Why is this verse so offensive to some people today?
A: Because it destroys the idea that all religions are equally valid. Jesus makes an exclusive claim that
salvation is only through Him.



Q2: Isn’t it arrogant to say there’s only one way to God?
A: It would be—if it weren’t true. But if Jesus is God, He alone has the authority to define the terms of
reconciliation.

Q3: What does this mean for sincere people of other faiths?
A: Sincerity does not equal salvation. Only repentance and faith in Jesus Christ brings forgiveness and
eternal life.

Q4: Can someone be saved without hearing the name of Jesus?
A: Scripture consistently affirms that faith in Christ is essential for salvation (Romans 10:9-17). This
should stir urgency in evangelism, not indifference.

Q5: How should Christians respond to this truth in a pluralistic world?
A: With boldness and compassion—declaring the truth with grace but never diluting it.

Summary

Jesus is not one option among many—He is the only solution to sin, the only access to God, and the
only source of eternal life. John 14:6 is not a religious slogan—it is the heartbeat of the gospel. To
reject this truth is to reject salvation itself.

Key Lesson

Jesus is not just the best way to God—He is the only way. Any gospel that says otherwise is false.
Salvation is not about what you do, but who you trust—and there is no other name that saves but
Jesus.

Application

* Reject the lie of religious relativism. The gospel is exclusive.

* Proclaim Christ clearly and boldly—He is the only door to eternal life.
* Pray for those trapped in false religions.

* Preach the gospel with urgency—eternity depends on it.

* Live with the confidence that in Christ, you have found the only Way, Truth, and Life.

Chapter 15: The Deceitfulness of Sin
Main Passage — Hebrews 3:13 (NLT)

“You must warn each other every day, while it is still ‘today,’ so that none of you will be
deceived by sin and hardened against God.”



Explanation & Commentary

Sin is not just an action—it is a deceiver. It disguises itself, distorts truth, dulls the conscience, and
hardens the heart against God. The author of Hebrews urges believers to warn and encourage one
another daily, because sin doesn’t take a day off—and neither should our vigilance.

The Greek word for “deceived” here is &natn (apateé), meaning fraud, delusion, or deceit. Sin lies. It
tells you it’s harmless, it’s justified, it’s necessary, or even that it’s good. But its end is always the same:
death (James 1:15).

This verse also speaks of being hardened—the Greek word oxAnpove (skléryno), meaning to become
stubborn, unfeeling, or calloused. The more sin is tolerated, the less it bothers us. What once grieved us
now entertains us. What once convicted us now feels normal.

That’s the trap of sin—it doesn’t always shout. Often, it whispers. It seduces slowly until the heart is no
longer tender toward God. That’s why daily fellowship, correction, and encouragement among
believers is essential to stay spiritually awake.

Cross References

* Jeremiah 17:9 — “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked...”

* Romans 7:11 — “Sin deceived me and used the commandment to kill me.”

* Proverbs 14:12 — “There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death.”
* Ephesians 4:18-19 — Describes those who are “hardened” and “past feeling.”

* James 1:14-15 — Shows the progression: temptation — desire — sin — death.

Greek Word Study

* Apaté (&nartn) — Deceit; a baited trap. Sin disguises itself to ensnare.
» Sklérynd (oxAnpovw) — To harden; a gradual loss of spiritual sensitivity.

* Parakaleite (mapakaAeite) — “Exhort, encourage, warn.” A strong word for active, intentional,
ongoing accountability.

The verse is not just a warning—it’s a call to daily community. Isolation invites deception.
Encouragement and correction from others are God’s safeguards.




Questions and Answers

Q1: How does sin deceive us?
A: By twisting truth, minimizing consequences, justifying rebellion, and promising false rewards.

Q2: What does it mean to be “hardened”?
A: To lose spiritual sensitivity—no longer feeling conviction, remorse, or fear of God.

Q3: Why does the verse say “daily”?
A: Because sin is constant. We need continual encouragement and accountability to walk in truth.

Q4: Can Christians become hardened?
A: Yes. The warning here is to believers. Hardened hearts can drift from intimacy with God if sin goes
unaddressed.

Q5: What role does community play?
A: Biblical fellowship helps expose deception and strengthen faith. We were never meant to walk
alone.

Summary

Sin doesn’t just break laws—it blinds the heart. It deceives first, then destroys. That’s why Scripture
calls us to watch over one another daily. A soft heart is a guarded heart. Hardened hearts don’t happen
overnight—they happen through unconfronted compromise.

Key Lesson

Sin always lies—and the longer it’s left unchallenged, the harder your heart becomes. Stay soft by
staying in the Word, in prayer, and in accountable fellowship.

Application

* Examine your heart—where have you believed sin’s lies?

* Confess sin quickly, before it numbs your spirit.

* Encourage and correct others lovingly but firmly.

* Stay in daily fellowship—church, small groups, spiritual friendships.

* Guard your sensitivity to the Spirit through consistent repentance.

Chapter 16: The World Hates the Truth
Main Passage — John 15:18-19 (NLT)



“If the world hates you, remember that it hated me first. The world would love you as one
of its own if you belonged to it, but you are no longer part of the world. I chose you to come
out of the world, so it hates you.”

Explanation & Commentary

Jesus prepared His disciples—and every future believer—for the cost of walking in truth. His words are
not vague or optional. They are direct: If you follow Me, the world will hate you.

The Greek word for “hate” here is o€ (miseo), which doesn’t just imply dislike—it means to detest,
to pursue with hostility. The world system, under the influence of the evil one (1 John 5:19), is not
neutral toward truth. It is in rebellion against it.

Why the hostility? Because truth exposes darkness (John 3:19-20). The life of a faithful Christian is a
rebuke to a fallen world. When you walk in holiness, the world sees its own compromise. When you
speak the truth, the world hears judgment. This is why those who stand firm in biblical truth are not
celebrated—they are silenced, mocked, and in many places, persecuted.

Jesus reminds us that the world didn’t hate us first—it hated Him. He was rejected, slandered, and
ultimately crucified—not because He sinned, but because He spoke truth without apology. If we belong
to Him, we cannot expect better treatment than our Lord received (John 15:20).

Cross References

* 2 Timothy 3:12 — “Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.”
* Matthew 10:22 — “All nations will hate you because you are my followers.”

* John 3:19-20 — “People loved darkness more than the light... for their actions were evil.”

* 1 Peter 4:14 — “If you are insulted because you bear the name of Christ, you will be blessed...”

* James 4:4 — “Friendship with the world makes you an enemy of God.”

Greek Word Study

* Miseo (o€w) — To hate, detest, pursue with malice. Jesus says the world does this to His
followers because of their separation from its values.

* Kosmos (koopog) — The world system, including its values, ideologies, and powers opposed to
God.

* Eklego (ékAéyw) — To choose, to call out. Christ has chosen us out of the world—this
separation invites conflict.



Being chosen by Christ means being rejected by the world. It’s the unavoidable result of spiritual
allegiance.

Questions and Answers
Q1: Why does the world hate Christians?

A: Because true Christians live by a truth that confronts the world's sin. The world loves darkness, and
truth exposes it.

Q2: Can Christians avoid the world’s hatred?
A: Only by compromise. If you blend in with the world, you won’t be persecuted—but you also won’t
be faithful.

Q3: What does “world” mean in this context?
A: The fallen, godless system of beliefs, values, and culture that opposes God and exalts self.

Q4: Should we return hate for hate?
A: Never. Jesus calls us to love our enemies (Matthew 5:44), but never at the cost of truth.

Q5: How should I respond when hated for my faith?
A: With courage, humility, and faithfulness. Count it a privilege to suffer for the Name (Acts 5:41).

Summary

To be loved by the world is easy—just conform. But to be faithful to Christ is to stand in direct
conflict with a hostile system. If you speak the truth, expect opposition. If you live holy, expect
hatred. But rejoice—you are in the company of your Savior.

Key Lesson

The more you look like Christ, the less you will be accepted by the world. Don’t be discouraged by
rejection—it’s a mark of authenticity.

Application
* Expect opposition when you live and speak biblical truth.
* Stand firm—don’t seek worldly approval at the expense of spiritual integrity.
* Encourage others who are suffering for their faith.

* Refuse compromise—even when it's easier or more popular.



* Remember: If the world hates you, it's because you no longer belong to it—you belong to
Christ.

Chapter 17: False Teachers Abound

Main Passage — 2 Peter 2:1-3 (NLT)

“But there were also false prophets in Israel, just as there will be false teachers among
you. They will cleverly teach destructive heresies and even deny the Master who bought
them. In this way, they will bring sudden destruction on themselves. Many will follow their
evil teaching and shameful immorality. And because of these teachers, the way of truth will
be slandered. In their greed they will make up clever lies to get hold of your money. But
God condemned them long ago, and their destruction will not be delayed.”

Explanation & Commentary

False teachers are not a possibility—they are a guarantee. Peter, writing under the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit, warns that just as false prophets plagued ancient Israel, so too will false teachers rise
among the Church. These deceivers are not merely mistaken—they are malicious, stealthy, and
spiritually dangerous.

Verse 1 says they will “cleverly teach destructive heresies.” The Greek word for “heresies” is aipeoig
(hairesis), meaning “a sect or a self-chosen opinion that deviates from biblical truth.” These teachings
are not always obvious; they often mix just enough truth to sound convincing. Yet they undermine
Christ, often denying His lordship, twisting His Word, or distorting the gospel into something
unrecognizable.

Peter adds that many will follow them (v. 2). False teachers are often popular, charismatic, and
marketable. But their messages appeal to flesh, not faith—they promote “shameful immorality” and
lead others into destruction. Their influence brings disgrace upon the true gospel, making the “way
of truth” look foolish to outsiders.

Verse 3 reveals their motive: greed. These false teachers are not simply deceived—they are deliberate
manipulators who use clever lies to exploit their followers for money. Their judgment is certain and
coming.

Cross References

* Matthew 7:15 — “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly
are ravenous wolves.”

* Acts 20:29-30 — “Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth...”

* 2 Timothy 4:3—4 — “They will gather teachers who say what their itching ears want to hear.”



* Jude 1:4 — “They pervert the grace of God into a license for immorality...”

* 1 Timothy 6:5 — False teachers “think that godliness is a means to financial gain.”

Greek Word Study

* Hairesis (aipeoig) — Heresy, sect; a teaching that deviates from the truth of God’s Word.

* Plastois (mAactoic) — Cleverly invented or fabricated, used to describe “clever lies” in verse 3
—consciously crafted deception.

* Apoleia (dnoAewa) — Destruction, ruin, perdition; not just physical death, but eternal judgment.

Peter’s language is urgent and unapologetic. These are not minor theological errors—they are spiritual
landmines with eternal consequences.

Questions and Answers

Q1: How can I recognize a false teacher?
A: Look at their doctrine (does it align with Scripture?), their lifestyle (is it marked by holiness or
greed?), and their fruit (do they glorify Christ or self?).

Q2: Why do so many follow false teachers?
A: Because they say what people want to hear, not what they need to hear. Their message is attractive
to the flesh (2 Timothy 4:3).

Q3: Are all doctrinal disagreements heresy?
A: No. Honest differences among believers on non-essential issues are not heresy. Heresy denies the
gospel, the nature of Christ, or leads others into sin and destruction.

Q4: What does it mean that they “deny the Master”?
A: They may still use the name of Jesus, but they reject His lordship, authority, and the truth of His
Word—often redefining Him to suit their agenda.

Q5: How should we respond to false teachers?
A: Expose them, reject their teachings, warn others, and cling to sound doctrine (Titus 1:9-11).

Summary

False teachers are not rare—they’re rampant. They blend truth with error, preach for profit, and lead
many into destruction. The Church must be alert, discerning, and unafraid to confront them with truth.
The stakes are eternal.




Key Lesson

Not every voice that uses the name of Jesus speaks for Him. False teachers are judged not only by
what they say, but by what they distort, avoid, and exploit.

Application

* Test everything you hear—especially from popular voices and platforms.
* Study Scripture so you can discern truth from error.

* Confront and correct false teaching when you see it.

* Guard your heart from itching ears that seek comfort over conviction.

* Warn others—the greatest love is telling the truth.

Chapter 18: Not All Suffering Is Satanic
Main Passage — Job 2:10 (NLT)

“But Job replied, ‘You talk like a foolish woman. Should we accept only good things from
the hand of God and never anything bad?’ So in all this, Job said nothing wrong.”

Explanation & Commentary

In a world where much of modern Christianity equates blessing with ease, and suffering with Satan,
the story of Job shatters those assumptions. Job 2:10 is a piercing reminder that not all pain is demonic
—and not all hardship is punishment.

After losing his wealth, his children, and his health, Job’s wife tells him to “curse God and die.” Job
rebukes her, not with cruelty, but with clarity. He affirms a foundational truth of biblical faith: God is
sovereign over both joy and sorrow.

The Hebrew phrase translated “bad” or “evil” (ra‘) does not mean God does moral evil—it means
adversity, calamity, or disaster. Job recognizes that even hardship passes through God’s hands, and
that the believer must learn to trust God's heart even when His hand wounds.

This is not fatalism—it’s faith. Job doesn’t excuse suffering, but he embraces a bigger view of God:
One who is not only present in our prosperity, but also sovereign in our pain.

The assumption that all suffering is from the devil is both unbiblical and spiritually dangerous.
Sometimes, trials are refining fires from God Himself (Malachi 3:3; 1 Peter 1:6-7). Job’s pain was
not due to sin, but allowed by God for a greater purpose. And in it all, Job did not sin—he worshiped.




Cross References

» Isaiah 45:7 — “I create the light and make the darkness. I send good times and bad times. I, the
Lord, am the one who does these things.”

* Lamentations 3:38 — “Does not the Most High send both calamity and good?”
* 1 Peter 1:6-7 — “Trials will show that your faith is genuine...”
* Romans 8:28 — “God causes everything to work together for the good...”

* Hebrews 12:6 — “The Lord disciplines those He loves...”

Hebrew Word Study

* Ra‘ (Y1) — Often translated as “evil,” but in this context it refers to calamity, trouble,
adversity, not moral evil.

* Barak (132) — The word Job’s wife twists into “curse” (which literally means “bless in
mockery”), showing how even sacred words can be misused in pain.

* Chakam (D2n) — Wisdom; Job accuses her of acting foolishly (nabal)—without understanding
God’s ways.

Job's theological depth is profound: He refuses to demand selective sovereignty—a God who only
gives good but never governs trial.

Questions and Answers

Q1: Was Job suffering because of sin?
A: No. Job 1:1 declares he was blameless and upright. His suffering was a test, not a punishment.

Q2: Can God allow suffering for His purposes?
A: Yes. God uses suffering to test, refine, humble, and ultimately glorify Himself in us (James 1:2—4).

Q3: Was Satan involved in Job’s suffering?
A: Yes—but only by God’s permission. Satan can’t act outside of God’s sovereign allowance (Job
1:12; Job 2:6).

Q4: What is Job teaching us here?
A: That we must trust God not only when things are good, but also when life is hard—and that faith
doesn't demand explanations.

Q5: What’s the danger of thinking all suffering is satanic?
A: It distorts God’s sovereignty, fosters shallow faith, and may cause believers to reject God's refining
work.




Summary

Job didn’t need a devil to blame—he needed a God to trust. In a time of crushing loss, he held on to the
sovereignty of God, believing that both the blessings and the burdens of life ultimately flow from His
wise and just hand.

Key Lesson

True faith doesn’t demand comfort—it clings to God in the storm. Not all suffering is demonic.
Some of it is divine refinement, sent by a God who is good even when life isn’t.

Application

* Don’t be quick to rebuke every hardship as satanic. Some are allowed by God for your
growth.

* Trust God in adversity—He is as sovereign in pain as in prosperity.
* Comfort others wisely—avoid simplistic theology that blames every trial on sin or Satan.
* Ask what God is producing in your suffering, not just how to escape it.

*  Worship through the wounds. Job teaches us that pain can be a platform for praise.

Chapter 19: The Church Needs Purging

Main Passage — Revelation 3:16 (NLT)

“But since you are like lukewarm water, neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my
mouth!”

Explanation & Commentary

These sharp words come from Jesus Himself—not to the world, but to the church in Laodicea. Christ
isn't warning unbelievers—He is rebuking His own people for their complacency, compromise, and
spiritual uselessness.

Laodicea was a wealthy city known for its banking, medicine, and textile industries, but it had no
natural water supply. Water had to be piped in—either hot from Hierapolis or cold from Colossae. By
the time it reached Laodicea, it was lukewarm—tepid, tasteless, and nauseating.

Jesus uses this imagery to describe the spiritual condition of the church: neither passionate and healing
like hot water, nor refreshing and reviving like cold water. Instead, they were indifferent, self-satisfied,



and spiritually blind (v. 17). So Christ says, “I will spit you out of My mouth”—literally, vomit you
out. The Greek word is épéw (emed), a graphic expression of divine disgust.

This isn’t just a warning—it’s a diagnosis. The Church today, much like Laodicea, often wears a veneer
of religion but lacks zeal, repentance, or holiness. It loves comfort, avoids confrontation, and prioritizes
prosperity over purity. And Jesus won’t tolerate it.

What the modern Church needs is purging—a cleansing of compromise, carnality, and counterfeit
faith. Jesus doesn't call for tweaks. He calls for repentance (Revelation 3:19). Without it, the
lampstand is removed (Revelation 2:5), and the church becomes a building with no Spirit.

Cross References

* Revelation 3:17 — “You say, ‘I am rich...” But you don’t realize you are wretched, miserable,
poor, blind, and naked.”

* Isaiah 29:13 — “These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.”
* 2 Timothy 3:5 — “Having a form of godliness but denying its power.”
* 1 Peter 4:17 — “It is time for judgment to begin at the household of God.”

* John 2:15-16 — Jesus purged the temple with a whip—not a sermon.

Greek Word Study

* Emed (épéw) — To vomit, reject with violent disgust. Used only once in the New Testament,
here in Revelation 3:16.

* Zélos ({iAog) — Zeal, burning passion. Later in verse 19, Jesus says, “Be zealous and repent.”
* Chliaros (YAiapog) — Lukewarm, tepid. Spiritually indecisive, apathetic, useless.

Jesus isn’t neutral about spiritual indifference—He’s nauseated by it.

Questions and Answers

Q1: What does “lukewarm” mean spiritually?
A: Tt refers to being spiritually indifferent, apathetic, or half-hearted—neither hot with passion nor cold
with repentance.

Q2: Why does Jesus use such strong language?
A: Because lukewarm faith is deceptive. It pretends to be enough while lacking power, purity, and
purpose.



Q3: Can a church be successful outwardly but lukewarm spiritually?
A: Absolutely. The Laodiceans thought they were rich, but Jesus called them spiritually bankrupt (v.
17).

Q4: What does “purging” look like?
A: It means removing false doctrine, confronting sin, restoring holiness, and rekindling genuine zeal
for Christ.

Q5: Is there hope for a lukewarm church?
A: Yes. Revelation 3:19-20 shows that Jesus still loves and calls lukewarm believers to zealous
repentance.

Summary

The modern Church doesn’t need tweaking—it needs purging. Christ has no use for lukewarm religion.
He demands fire, passion, and purity. Anything less is rejected. If we won’t cleanse ourselves, He will.

Key Lesson

Jesus would rather deal with cold rebellion than lukewarm religion. A Church that blends in with
the world will be spit out by the One who died for it.

Application

* Examine your heart—is your walk with Christ hot, cold, or lukewarm?

* Call your church to repentance—lovingly but boldly.

* Pursue holiness—Ilukewarm faith tolerates sin; passionate faith flees from it.
* Fan the flame—rekindle zeal through prayer, Scripture, and obedience.

* Don’t settle for halfway Christianity. Jesus never offered a halfway cross.

Chapter 20: Judgment Begins at God’s House
Main Passage — 1 Peter 4:17 (NLT)

“For the time has come for judgment, and it must begin with God’s household. And if
judgment begins with us, what terrible fate awaits those who have never obeyed God’s
Good News?”




Explanation & Commentary

We often think of judgment as something reserved for the world—for sinners, rebels, and the godless.
But Peter flips that assumption. Judgment doesn’t start outside—it begins inside. Before God deals
with the corruption in the world, He purifies His Church.

In context, Peter is addressing believers suffering for their faith. He reminds them that trials and
persecution are not random—they are part of God’s refining work. And this divine purification starts
in His own house—the Church. Why? Because God’s people represent His name, His truth, and His
Son. He will not allow hypocrisy, sin, or compromise to pollute His witness.

The Greek word for “judgment” is kpipa (krima), which means not just punishment, but evaluation or
decision. This is not the final judgment of condemnation but a purifying judgment—discipline that
refines the people of God (see Hebrews 12:6-11).

Peter’s logic is clear: if God deals seriously with His own, how much more severe will it be for those
who reject Him entirely? If even the saved must endure the fire of testing, what will become of the
ungodly?

This verse is a sobering reminder that God is holy—and He starts His cleansing with the people who
bear His name.

Cross References

* Ezekiel 9:6 — “Begin at my sanctuary...”

* Malachi 3:1-3 — God comes to purify the sons of Levi, cleansing them like gold and silver.
* Hebrews 12:6-8 — “The Lord disciplines those He loves...”

* Revelation 2-3 — Jesus judges and corrects the seven churches before judging the world.

* 2 Corinthians 13:5 — “Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith.”

Greek Word Study

* Krima (kpipa) — Judgment, decision, evaluation. In this context, it implies a corrective,
refining judgment—not eternal condemnation for the saved.

* 0Oikos tou Theou (oikog Tod @=0d) — The house of God; the spiritual household, meaning the
Church (see 1 Timothy 3:15).

* Apeithounton (anel@odvrwv) — Those who disobey or refuse to believe the gospel. A willful,
rebellious rejection.




Questions and Answers

Q1: What kind of judgment is Peter talking about?
A: Not condemnation, but discipline and refinement—God cleansing His Church to prepare it for His
purposes.

Q2: Why does judgment begin with the Church?
A: Because we are His representatives. God purifies what He intends to use, and He won’t tolerate sin
in His house.

Q3: Does this mean Christians will face wrath?
A: No. Christians are not appointed to wrath (1 Thessalonians 5:9), but we will face discipline and
testing as sons and daughters of God.

Q4: What should the Church do in response?
A: Repent, examine itself, purge compromise, and walk in holiness and truth.

Q5: What’s the warning to the world?
A: If God is this serious about His own people, how much more dreadful will judgment be for those
who reject Him altogether?

Summary

God is not soft on sin—even among His own. Before He judges the world, He will cleanse His house.
Revival and reformation must begin in the Church, or not at all.

Key Lesson

God always starts with His own people. If we want revival, we must accept refinement. Judgment is
not just coming to the world—it begins with us.

Application

* Examine your life and your church. Are there sins being tolerated or truth being
compromised?

* Pursue personal holiness. Don’t wait for God’s discipline to do what repentance can do now.
* Pray for purification. Ask God to cleanse His Church—even if it’s painful.
* Be ready to suffer. Sometimes God’s refining fire comes through trial and persecution.

* Fear God more than man. He is holy and just—and He will not be mocked by lukewarm
religion.



Chapter 21: They Preached Repentance
Main Passage — Acts 2:38 (NLT)

“Peter replied, ‘Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God, and be baptized in
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit.””

Explanation & Commentary

The very first sermon of the Church—preached on the day of Pentecost—was not about self-esteem,
purpose, or blessing. It was about repentance.

Convicted by Peter’s bold proclamation of the crucified and risen Christ (Acts 2:22-36), the crowd
asked, “What should we do?” Peter didn’t hesitate. He didn’t sugarcoat. He said, “Repent.”

The Greek word is petavoéw (metanoeos), meaning a change of mind that leads to a change of
direction. It’s not merely feeling sorry. It’s a total turn—away from sin, and toward God.

Peter tied repentance directly to baptism, the outward sign of the inward change. This was not a ritual
—it was a public break with the old life and a confession of allegiance to Jesus. Then, and only then,
did Peter speak of forgiveness and the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Modern preaching often bypasses repentance to get to blessing. But biblically, there is no forgiveness
without repentance. The apostles didn’t preach feel-good messages—they preached a crucified
Messiah, and the call to die to self.

Cross References

* Matthew 3:8 — “Prove by the way you live that you have repented of your sins...”

* Luke 24:47 — “It was also written that this message would be proclaimed... that there is
forgiveness of sins for all who repent.”

* Acts 3:19 — “Now repent of your sins and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped away.”
* 2 Corinthians 7:10 — “Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation...”

* Romans 6:4 — “We died and were buried with Christ by baptism...”

Greek Word Study

* Metanoed (petavoém) — To repent; to change one’s mind and life purpose. A decisive turning
point.

* Baptizo (Banti{w) — To immerse, submerge. Symbolizing death to sin and new life in Christ.



* Aphesis (doeoig) — Forgiveness, release from bondage. Not granted until repentance and faith
are present.

Repentance is not an optional add-on to faith. It is the gateway to forgiveness and new birth.

Questions and Answers

Q1: Is repentance optional for salvation?
A: No. The New Testament repeatedly links repentance with the forgiveness of sins. It’s essential.

Q2: What is true repentance?
A: A turning from sin and self to God, resulting in a changed life—not just emotions or words.

Q3: Why did Peter link repentance and baptism?
A: Because baptism is the public declaration of inward repentance—proof that faith is real.

Q4: Can someone be forgiven without repenting?
A: No. Forgiveness is always conditional on repentance and faith in Christ.

Q5: Why is this message rarely preached today?
A: Because it confronts sin, demands change, and offends self-centered religion.

Summary

The first sermon of the Church began with repentance, and the true gospel hasn’t changed. Jesus didn’t
die to make us comfortable—He died to make us new. And that newness begins with a broken,
surrendered heart.

Key Lesson

No repentance, no salvation. The gospel that doesn’t confront sin is not the gospel of Jesus Christ.
The Church must return to the apostles’ message: Repent, be baptized, and receive the Spirit.

Application
* Examine your faith. Have you truly repented, or just repeated a prayer?
* Preach repentance. Don’t offer Christ as an add-on—call people to total surrender.
* Live out your baptism. Walk in newness of life as a daily declaration of repentance.
* Reject watered-down gospels that offer salvation without transformation.

* Rejoice in grace—because true repentance leads to true forgiveness and real life in the Spirit.



Chapter 22: They Lived Holy Lives

Main Passage — Acts 4:32-35 (NLT)

“All the believers were united in heart and mind. And they felt that what they owned was
not their own, so they shared everything they had. The apostles testified powerfully to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and God’s great blessing was upon them all. There were no
needy people among them, because those who owned land or houses would sell them and
bring the money to the apostles to give to those in need.”

Explanation & Commentary

The early Church wasn’t just marked by bold preaching—it was marked by holy living. Their holiness
was not merely private morality, but a spirit of unity, generosity, humility, and sacrifice. They lived
what they preached.

In a time when many Christian communities are marked by division, self-interest, and materialism,
Acts 4 offers a stark contrast: a holy people reflecting a holy God.

These believers didn’t see their possessions as private property but as resources from God, to be used
for the good of the body. The Greek phrase translated “shared everything” implies complete mutual
participation (koinonia — kowvwvia), the essence of biblical fellowship.

Their unity wasn’t just organizational—it was spiritual. They were “of one heart and mind,” meaning
their desires, goals, and convictions were aligned in the Spirit. Their lives testified to the power of the
resurrection every bit as much as their words.

This was holiness in action. Not legalism. Not isolation. But a radically selfless, Christ-centered
community that modeled the kingdom of God on earth.

Cross References

* John 13:35 — “By this everyone will know you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

* Romans 12:10-13 — “Be devoted to one another... Share with the Lord’s people who are in
need.”

* 2 Corinthians 8:3-5 — The Macedonian churches gave sacrificially out of poverty.
* Hebrews 12:14 — “Without holiness no one will see the Lord.”

* 1 John 3:17-18 — “If someone has enough money to live well and sees a brother or sister in
need but shows no compassion... how can God’s love be in that person?”




Greek Word Study

* Kaoinonia (kowwvia) — Fellowship, partnership, sharing in common. True Christian community
bound by the Spirit.

* Dynamis (8§0vapg) — Power; miraculous strength. The apostles’ witness of Christ’s
resurrection was with power, not just persuasion.

* Charis (xapig) — Grace, blessing, favor. “Great grace” was upon them all—God's empowering
presence was tangible.

Holiness isn’t just separation from the world—it’s dedication to God and loving others with
everything we have.

Questions and Answers

Q1: What made the early Church so holy?
A: Their unity, self-sacrificial love, bold witness, and daily obedience to Christ’s commands.

Q2: Is this lifestyle possible today?
A: Yes, but it requires surrender. It thrives where Christ is truly Lord—not just in words, but in every
area of life.

Q3: Does holiness mean perfection?
A: No. It means being set apart, Spirit-led, and continually conformed to Christ in attitude and action.

Q4: Why was there “great grace” upon them all?
A: Because they were walking in obedience, generosity, and unity—postures that attract God’s favor
and power.

Q5: How is holiness seen in how we treat others?
A: Holiness expresses itself in love, compassion, generosity, and justice. A holy life is never selfish.

Summary

The Church in Acts wasn’t perfect, but it was powerful—because it was holy. They lived what they
believed. They loved radically, gave sacrificially, and walked in unity. Their lives were proof of the
resurrection just as much as their preaching.

Key Lesson

Holiness isn’t just personal piety—it’s community transformation. When God’s people walk in
unity and selfless love, the world sees the power of the risen Christ.




Application
* Pursue unity—in your church, your relationships, your purpose.
* Live generously—your resources are tools for the kingdom, not trophies for comfort.
* Let your life preach—in how you give, forgive, and serve.
e Cultivate holy habits—daily prayer, Scripture, self-denial, fellowship, and service.

* Be the Church—not just on Sunday, but every day, in every way.

Chapter 23: They Were Persecuted
Main Passage — Acts 5:41 (NLT)

“The apostles left the high council rejoicing that God had counted them worthy to suffer
disgrace for the name of Jesus.”

Explanation & Commentary

This verse is offensive to comfortable Christianity. The apostles had just been beaten and threatened by
the Jewish council. Their crime? Preaching Jesus. Their response? Rejoicing.

They didn’t curse their enemies. They didn’t file a complaint. They didn’t seek sympathy. They
rejoiced that they were counted worthy to suffer disgrace for Christ’s name.

In a world—and Church—where suffering is often seen as failure or lack of faith, the early believers
wore persecution like a badge of honor. They saw suffering for Jesus not as something to be avoided,
but something to embrace—a privilege tied to eternal reward.

The Greek word for “disgrace” is @tipta (atimia), meaning shame, dishonor, or insult. The apostles
endured public humiliation, physical pain, and legal threats—and they praised God for it. Why?
Because to suffer for Christ is to share in His glory (Romans 8:17).

Their courage came not from comfort, but from conviction—they knew who Jesus was, what He had
done, and what He had promised. That made them unshakable, unstoppable, and joy-filled in the face
of persecution.

Cross References
* Matthew 5:11-12 — “Blessed are you when people insult you... Rejoice and be glad...”

* John 15:20 — “If they persecuted Me, they will persecute you.”

* 2 Timothy 3:12 — “Everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer
persecution.”

* Romans 8:17-18 — “If we suffer with Him, we will also be glorified with Him...”



* 1 Peter 4:14 — “If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed...”

Greek Word Study

* Atimia (¢typia) — Dishonor, shame, disgrace. What the world sees as shame, heaven sees as
glory when endured for Christ.

* Axiod (4&0w) — To be deemed worthy. God honored the apostles by allowing them to suffer for
His name.

* Onoma (6vopa) — Name. In this context, it means the authority and reputation of Jesus Himself.

Questions and Answers

Q1: Why were the apostles rejoicing in their suffering?
A: Because they knew their suffering identified them with Christ and would be rewarded by Him.

Q2: Is persecution normal for believers?
A: Yes. Jesus promised that the world would hate His followers (John 15:18-20). True Christianity will
always offend a world in rebellion.

Q3: How should Christians respond to persecution today?
A: With courage, forgiveness, love—and joy. Just like the apostles.

Q4: Is all suffering for Jesus?
A: No. Only suffering for righteousness’ sake, not for wrongdoing or pride (1 Peter 4:15-16), is
blessed.

Q5: What does persecution prove?
A: That your faith is genuine, that your life is a threat to darkness, and that you belong to Christ.

Summary

The early Church didn’t grow because it avoided trouble—it grew because it endured it with joy.
Persecution didn’t silence them—it proved them. They suffered for Christ and rejoiced, knowing that
their scars were evidence of their salvation and their calling.

Key Lesson

Persecution is not the absence of God’s favor—it’s a sign of it. If your faith is real, the world will
resist it. And when it does, rejoice—you’re following in the footsteps of the apostles and your Savior.




Application
* Don’t be afraid of persecution. Expect it. Welcome it if it comes for Christ’s sake.
* Pray for boldness—Ilike the apostles did in Acts 4:29.
* Encourage the persecuted. Support the global Church under fire.
* Preach the truth anyway. Don’t water down the gospel to avoid offense.

* Find joy in the cost. There is glory in the scars we carry for Christ.

Chapter 24: They Had No Prosperity Gospel

Main Passage — Acts 3:6 (NLT)

“But Peter said, ‘I don’t have any silver or gold for you. But I’ll give you what I have. In
the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, get up and walk!’”

Explanation & Commentary

The apostles had no palaces, no jets, and no luxury robes. What they had was power—real, kingdom-
shaking, soul-saving, body-healing power. And it didn’t come from wealth. It came from the name of
Jesus.

This scene is often forgotten in prosperity preaching. A lame beggar asked Peter and John for money.
But Peter, without hesitation, declared: “I have no silver or gold.” He didn’t apologize for his lack of
riches—he boasted in what he did possess: Jesus Christ and His authority.

This was no prosperity gospel. Peter didn’t promise the man riches. He gave him something infinitely
greater: healing, restoration, and a place in the family of God. The man was raised to his feet, not
padded in his pocket.

The prosperity gospel teaches that faith guarantees material wealth, success, and comfort. But the
apostles lived a different reality. They were poor in possessions but rich in power. Their faith wasn’t
about what they could get—it was about what they could give, through Christ.

The early Church thrived not because of riches, but because of righteousness. Their treasure wasn’t in
gold, but in the presence of God and the truth of the gospel.

Cross References

* Matthew 10:9-10 — “Don’t take any gold or silver or even copper coins... freely you have
received, freely give.”

* 1 Timothy 6:5 — False teachers “think that godliness is a means to financial gain.”



* 2 Corinthians 6:10 — “We own nothing, yet we have everything.”

* James 2:5 — “Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in
faith?”

* Revelation 3:17 — “You say, ‘I am rich...” But you don’t realize that you are wretched, poor,
blind, and naked.”

Greek Word Study

* Argyrion (apyopuov) — Silver, money. Peter had none—but he wasn’t powerless.

* Onoma (6vopa) — Name. Represents authority, identity, and presence. When Peter used the
name of Jesus, he invoked divine power.

* Peripated (nepunatéw) — To walk around. A symbol of wholeness, restoration, and full
participation in life.

Questions and Answers

Q1: Does God want all believers to be rich?
A: No. While God does provide, He never promises riches as proof of faith. Jesus Himself had
nowhere to lay His head (Luke 9:58).

Q2: Why didn’t Peter give the man money?
A: Because he didn’t have it—and because he had something far more valuable: healing in the name of
Jesus.

Q3: Is it wrong to be wealthy?
A: No, but it is wrong to equate wealth with godliness or use the gospel for personal gain (1 Timothy
6:5-10).

Q4: What’s the danger of the prosperity gospel?
A: It leads people to chase blessings instead of Christ, offers false hope, and distorts the purpose of
faith.

Q5: What should the Church give people today?
A: Not empty promises of prosperity—but truth, power, healing, and salvation through Jesus.

Summary

The early Church didn’t measure success by bank accounts but by boldness, holiness, and
transformation. The prosperity gospel would have confused the apostles. They gave what they had—
and what they had was Jesus.




Key Lesson

The true gospel offers eternal treasure, not earthly trinkets. Faith is not a formula for wealth—it’s a
call to surrender, serve, and walk in the power of Christ.

Application

* Reject false gospels that promise riches instead of righteousness.

* Seek God’s power—not His prosperity. Ask for His presence, not just provision.

* Give what you have. Even if you don’t have money, you have the name of Jesus.
* Value the eternal over the temporary. Don’t trade spiritual riches for worldly gain.

* Be content with God alone. He is your portion, your treasure, and your reward.

Chapter 25: They Took Sin Seriously

Main Passage — Acts 5:1-11 (NLT)

“Great fear gripped the entire church and everyone else who heard what had happened.”
(Acts 5:11)

Explanation & Commentary

In this shocking account, Ananias and Sapphira, a married couple in the early Church, sold property
and kept back part of the proceeds while pretending to give all. Their sin wasn’t about money—it was
about hypocrisy and deception. They lied to the Holy Spirit, and God judged them with immediate
death.

This story contradicts the soft gospel preached in many churches today—one that downplays sin and
avoids discomfort. Yet here, in the very heart of revival, God struck two people dead in a worship
gathering. Why? Because holiness matters. Because God doesn’t tolerate deceit among His people.

Because sin in the camp threatens the whole camp.

The sin wasn’t in withholding money—they were free to do what they wanted with it (v. 4). The sin
was pretending they were more spiritual than they were. They sought man’s praise while lying to God.

The result? Fear gripped the Church. Not terror, but holy awe and reverence. This wasn’t fear of a
cruel God—it was the sobering realization that God is holy, present, and serious about truth.

God still takes sin seriously—and so should we.




Cross References

* Leviticus 10:1-2 — Nadab and Abihu struck down for offering unauthorized fire.

* Joshua 7:1-25 — Achan’s secret sin brings judgment on all Israel.

* 1 Corinthians 11:30 — “That is why many of you are weak and sick and some have even died.”
* Hebrews 10:31 — “It is a terrible thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”

* Ecclesiastes 5:1-6 — “Don’t make rash promises to God...”

Greek Word Study

* Ekleipto (éxAetnw) — To expire, to die suddenly. Used to describe Ananias’ death in verse 5.
* Pseudos (Yeddoc) — Lie, falsehood. The heart of the sin was not theft but deception.

* Phobos (poBocg) — Fear, reverence, awe. The proper response to God's holy presence and
righteous judgment.

Ananias and Sapphira didn’t die because they made a mistake. They died because they chose to
deceive God’s people and lie to the Spirit.

Questions and Answers

Q1: Why did God judge Ananias and Sapphira so harshly?
A: To protect the purity of the early Church and to demonstrate that His holiness must be honored.

Q2: Was it about money?
A: No. It was about deceit, hypocrisy, and trying to appear more righteous than they were.

Q3: Does God still deal with sin like this today?
A: While He may not always act immediately, God still disciplines believers (Hebrews 12:6), and
judgment is still real.

Q4: What was the result of this judgment?
A: Great fear came upon the whole Church—Ileading to renewed reverence and respect for God's
holiness.

Q5: What does this teach us about lying or pretending in Church?
A: That spiritual deception is deadly serious. God desires truth in the inward parts (Psalm 51:6).




Summary

The early Church didn’t wink at sin. It feared God. This fear didn’t kill revival—it protected it. Purity
matters more than appearance. And pretending to be spiritual while harboring deceit is dangerous
ground before a holy God.

Key Lesson

God is holy, and sin is serious. A Church that tolerates sin cannot carry God’s presence in power.

Application

* Be honest with God. He knows your heart—don’t play games with Him.

* Confess hidden sin. Deal with it now before it destroys your walk or witness.
* Reject spiritual hypocrisy. Don’t fake holiness. Be real.

* Reverence God’s presence. His holiness demands awe, not casual worship.

* Pursue purity over performance. God is not impressed with appearances—He desires truth.

Chapter 26: They Expected Suffering
Main Passage — 2 Timothy 3:12 (NLT)

“Yes, and everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.”

Explanation & Commentary

This verse dismantles the illusion that Christianity guarantees comfort. Paul doesn’t say some believers
might suffer. He says everyone who lives godly will. It’s not a possibility—it’s a promise.

The early Church expected suffering. It was the cost of following Jesus in a world that hated Him
(John 15:18-20). Their mindset wasn’t shaped by ease or acceptance but by the cross. They knew that
godliness would collide with godlessness—and they embraced that collision.

Paul writes this near the end of his life, imprisoned and facing execution. His words carry the weight of
experience. He had suffered beatings, stonings, shipwrecks, rejection, and betrayal (2 Corinthians
11:23-27). Yet he remained faithful. He did not preach a gospel of prosperity or popularity—but of
perseverance through pain.

In contrast, many modern believers are unprepared for hardship. When trials come, they question their
faith instead of recognizing it as part of the walk. But Jesus never hid the cost. He said, “Take up your
cross and follow Me” (Luke 9:23).



Godliness provokes hostility because it exposes darkness. If the world loves your version of
Christianity, you may need to ask whose gospel you’re preaching.

Cross References
* John 15:20 — “If they persecuted Me, they will persecute you.”

* Philippians 1:29 — “You have been given not only the privilege of trusting in Christ but also the
privilege of suffering for Him.”

* Romans 8:17 — “If we suffer with Him, we will also be glorified with Him.”
e Acts 14:22 — “We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God.”

* 1 Peter 4:12-13 — “Don’t be surprised at the fiery trial... but rejoice that you share in Christ’s
sufferings.”

Greek Word Study

* Dioko (8twkw) — To persecute, pursue with hostility. Always used in the context of opposition
for righteousness’ sake.

* Eusebos (evoefidg) — Godly, devout. A life devoted to God will clash with the values of the
world.

* Pas (mdg) — All, every. This word removes exceptions. All who live godly lives will face
persecution.

Questions and Answers

Q1: Is persecution always violent or extreme?
A: No. It can be social rejection, ridicule, exclusion, or legal pressure. Persecution wears many faces.

Q2: Why does godliness provoke persecution?
A: Because it confronts sin, refuses compromise, and stands for truth in a world that hates the light
(John 3:19-20).

Q3: Does suffering mean I’ve done something wrong?
A: Not if it’s for righteousness. In fact, it likely means you’re doing something right.

Q4: How should we respond to persecution?
A: With rejoicing, steadfastness, and love—ijust like Jesus and the apostles.

Q5: What if I’ve never experienced persecution?
A: That may be cause for reflection. Are you living visibly, boldly, and godly in a way that would draw
opposition?



Summary

Suffering isn’t a strange detour in the Christian life—it’s part of the road. True discipleship brings
conflict with the world. But in that fire, God forges courage, character, and eternal reward.

Key Lesson

If your life is godly, your faith will be tested. Expect resistance. And count it joy when you suffer for
the name of Jesus.

Application

* Embrace the cost. Don’t flee persecution—endure it with grace.

* Live visibly godly. Let your light shine even if it draws fire.

* Prepare your heart. Know the Scriptures and build convictions that endure hardship.
* Pray for the persecuted Church. They are your family—stand with them.

* Trust the reward. Temporary suffering leads to eternal glory (2 Corinthians 4:17).

Chapter 27: They Waited for Christ’s Return
Main Passage — Titus 2:13 (NLT)

“While we look forward with hope to that wonderful day when the glory of our great God
and Savior, Jesus Christ, will be revealed.”

Explanation & Commentary

The early Church lived with a sense of urgency and expectation—not because of fear, but because of
hope. Their eyes were set on something beyond this world: the return of Jesus Christ in glory.

Paul tells Titus that grace teaches believers not only to live godly lives but to look forward—with
joyful anticipation—to the Second Coming. The Greek word for “looking” is prosdechomenoi
(mpoadexdpevor), meaning “to eagerly await, to expect with confidence.” This wasn’t passive waiting—
it was watchful readiness.

They didn’t live for comfort, applause, or security. They lived for that “blessed hope”—the return of
their Redeemer, the unveiling of Christ’s glory. In this one verse, Jesus is called both Ged and Savior,
affirming His divinity and His centrality in the believer’s hope.



Today, many churches neglect the teaching of Christ’s return. But the apostles emphasized it constantly.
Why? Because it keeps the Church holy, awake, and focused on eternity. Those who await the
Bridegroom purify themselves (1 John 3:3). Those who forget His coming grow lazy and worldly.

The early believers didn’t just preach about heaven—they longed for it. They knew this world was not
their home, and they ached for the day when the skies would split and their King would return.

Cross References
* John 14:3 — “I will come back and take you to be with Me...”

* Acts 1:11 — “This same Jesus... will come back in the same way you have seen Him go into
heaven.”

¢ 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 — “The Lord Himself will descend... and we will meet Him in the

»

air.

* 2 Peter 3:12-13 — “Looking forward to the day of God... we are looking forward to a new
heaven and a new earth.”

* Revelation 22:20 — “Yes, | am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!

Greek Word Study

* Prosdechomenoi (mpoodeyopevor) — To wait eagerly, with readiness and confidence.

* Elpida makarian (éAntida pakapiav) — The blessed hope. Not wishful thinking but assured
expectation of Christ’s return.

» Epiphaneia (¢ém@avewx) — Appearance, manifestation, shining forth. Refers to Christ’s glorious
return.

Questions and Answers
Q1: What is the “blessed hope” mentioned here?

A: The visible, triumphant return of Jesus Christ to gather His people and reign forever.

Q2: Why is this hope called “blessed”?
A: Because it anchors our souls, inspires holy living, and assures us of future glory.

Q3: Should every believer be waiting for Christ’s return?
A: Yes. It was a core expectation of the early Church and a key motivator for godly living.

Q4: Why isn’t Christ’s return preached more today?
A: Some fear controversy, others prefer worldly focus, and some have lost the urgency of eternal hope.



Q5: How should we live while we wait?
A: With holiness, passion, readiness, and a focus on eternity—not worldly distraction.

Summary

The early Christians weren’t fixated on the world—they were focused on Christ’s return. Their hope
wasn’t in politics or prosperity but in the sure and soon coming of the Lord. They lived like pilgrims
—watching the skies.

Key Lesson

A Church that forgets Christ’s return forgets who she is. Hope fuels holiness, and eternity must
shape how we live today.

Application
* Set your eyes on eternity. Don’t get too comfortable in a world that’s passing away.
* Preach the return of Christ. Keep the Church awake, alert, and anchored in hope.
* Live ready. Confess sin, walk in holiness, and serve like today could be the day.
* Encourage others. Remind the Church: “Our King is coming.”

* Say it often: Maranatha! (Come, Lord Jesus!)

Chapter 28: They Warned of Apostasy

Main Passage — Jude 1:3—4 (NLT)

“Dear friends, I had been eagerly planning to write to you about the salvation we all
share. But now I find that I must write about something else, urging you to defend the faith
that God has entrusted once for all time to His holy people. I say this because some
ungodly people have wormed their way into your churches, saying that God’s marvelous
grace allows us to live immoral lives. The condemnation of such people was recorded long
ago, for they have denied our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.”

Explanation & Commentary

Jude begins his letter intending to write about salvation, but the urgency of apostasy forces him to
change direction. The Spirit compels him to sound the alarm: false teachers have infiltrated the
Church. They twist grace into license and lead people away from Christ.



This is apostasy—a falling away from the true faith. And it doesn’t always look like rebellion.
Sometimes it looks like smooth speech, attractive lies, and popular teachers who subtly deny the
lordship of Jesus.

Jude says these people “wormed their way in.” The Greek word here implies stealth, deception, and
slow corruption. They didn’t barge in. They infiltrated. And they preached a counterfeit gospel that
justified sin rather than crucified it.

The faith was delivered once for all to the saints. That means it doesn’t evolve, adapt to culture, or
bend under pressure. It must be contended for—defended earnestly, not passively.

Modern apostasy often comes dressed in tolerance, self-love, deconstruction, and redefined grace. But
the early Church recognized this threat and confronted it with boldness and clarity. So must we.

Cross References

* 1 Timothy 4:1 — “In the last days, some will depart from the faith and follow deceiving
spirits...”

* 2 Thessalonians 2:3 — “That day will not come unless the falling away comes first...”

* 2 Peter 2:1-2 — “There will be false teachers among you... bringing in destructive heresies...”

* Matthew 7:15 — “Beware of false prophets... they come in sheep’s clothing...”

* Galatians 1:6-9 — “If anyone preaches another gospel... let them be cursed.”

Greek Word Study

* Apostasia (anootacia) — Defection, falling away, rebellion. A willful turning from truth.

* Parisdued (mapereddw) — To creep in secretly. Used in Jude 1:4 to describe false teachers
sneaking in.

* Aselgeia (doéAyewa) — Unbridled lust, license, shameless immorality. These false teachers
turned grace into permission for sin.

Questions and Answers

Q1: What is apostasy?
A: A deliberate falling away from the truth of the gospel, often through deception or rebellion.

Q2: Why did Jude switch topics in his letter?
A: Because the danger of apostasy was urgent. Protecting the faith became more important than a
theological discussion on salvation.



Q3: How do false teachers creep in today?
A: Through popular books, online platforms, “progressive” churches, and teachings that dilute
Scripture.

Q4: What does it mean to contend for the faith?
A: To fight earnestly for the truth—by knowing it, living it, defending it, and refusing to compromise.

Q5: Is grace a license to sin?
A: Never. True grace teaches us to reject ungodliness and live holy lives (Titus 2:11-12).

Summary

The early Church wasn’t caught off guard by apostasy—they were ready for it. Jude teaches us that
defending the faith is not optional. When grace is twisted, Christ is denied. And when truth is
abandoned, souls are lost.

Key Lesson

Apostasy is real, subtle, and deadly. The Church must be vigilant, grounded in truth, and ready to
confront lies—even when they wear a Christian mask.

Application

* Know your Bible. You can’t spot a counterfeit if you don’t know the real thing.

* Guard your church. Don’t allow smooth-talking heresy to sneak into the pulpit or pew.
* Teach sound doctrine. Don’t just say what’s popular—preach what’s true.

* Hold fast. The faith was delivered once for all. It doesn’t change.

* (Call it out. Apostasy must be confronted, not coddled. Souls are at stake.

Chapter 29: They Preached the Cross

Main Passage — 1 Corinthians 2:2 (NLT)

“For I decided that while I was with you I would forget everything except Jesus Christ, the
one who was crucified.”




Explanation & Commentary

In an age of philosophy, eloquence, and human wisdom, Paul made a radical choice: to preach nothing
but Christ crucified. Not politics, not prosperity, not personal development—but the rugged, bloody,
shameful cross.

Why? Because the cross is the power of God unto salvation (Romans 1:16). To the world, it looks like
foolishness. To the Church, it is everything. The death of Jesus is not just a historical event—it is the
very heart of the gospel.

Paul didn’t try to impress the Corinthians with his intellect. He didn’t entertain or flatter them. He came
with trembling, fully aware that human wisdom cannot produce spiritual life. Only the message of the
cross can break sin, save souls, and transform lives.

Today, many pulpits avoid the cross. They preach self-help, motivation, and moralism. But without the
cross, there is no gospel. Without Christ crucified, there is no atonement, no forgiveness, no victory, no
resurrection. Preaching must begin—and end—with the cross.

Cross References

* Galatians 6:14 — “May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ...”

* 1 Corinthians 1:18 — “The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing...”
¢« Romans 5:8 — “While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

* Philippians 2:8 — “He humbled Himself... and died a criminal’s death on a cross.”

* Hebrews 12:2 — “For the joy set before Him, He endured the cross...”

Greek Word Study

* Anakrino (avakpivw) — To examine, scrutinize. Paul chose not to analyze every subject—he
made a deliberate focus.

* Estauromenon (¢ctavpopévov) — Crucified. The perfect tense emphasizes the lasting effect of
Christ’s crucifixion.

* Christos (Xp1otog) — Anointed One, Messiah. Paul’s preaching centered not on abstract ideas,
but on the person and work of Jesus.

Questions and Answers

Q1: Why did Paul focus only on Christ crucified?
A: Because the cross is the centerpiece of God’s redemptive plan and the power to save sinners.



Q2: Isn’t that message too narrow for today’s world?
A: The cross has always offended human pride, but it remains the only way to God (John 14:6).

Q3: What happens when churches stop preaching the cross?
A: They lose power, truth, and the very foundation of salvation. Religion replaces relationship.

Q4: Can the gospel be preached without the cross?
A: No. Any gospel without the cross is a false gospel.

Q5: How do we preach the cross today?
A: Boldly, clearly, and unapologetically—pointing people to repentance, redemption, and resurrection
through Jesus.

Summary

Paul didn’t adapt his message to culture. He preached a crucified Savior, knowing it would offend,
convict, and save. The early Church was cross-centered—and that’s why it was Spirit-filled and world-
shaking.

Key Lesson

There is no Christianity without the cross. To preach Christ is to preach the crucified Redeemer, and
to believe in Him is to take up our own cross and follow Him.

Application

* Make the cross central. In your preaching, teaching, singing, and daily life.
* Reject watered-down gospels. If it avoids the cross, it avoids salvation.

* Embrace the offense. The cross will always clash with culture—but it’s still the only hope for
the world.

* Proclaim Jesus boldly. Not just the teacher, healer, or example—but the Lamb slain for
sinners.

* Live crucified. Die daily to self, and walk in the power of the cross (Galatians 2:20).

Chapter 30: They Died to Themselves

Main Passage — Galatians 2:20 (NLT)

“My old self has been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in
me. So I live in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
Himself for me.”



Explanation & Commentary

The gospel is not a self-improvement plan—it’s a death sentence to the old man. Paul declares
something radical: the old “me” is dead. Not reformed. Not improved. Crucified.

In the early Church, following Jesus wasn’t about adding religion to your life—it was about losing
your life for His sake (Luke 9:23-24). True faith meant dying to self, surrendering control, desires,
ambitions, and ego so Christ could fully live through the believer.

This death to self isn’t metaphorical fluff. Paul uses the word “crucified” (Greek: synestauromai), the
same verb used for Christ’s actual crucifixion. It’s violent, final, and irreversible. A crucified man
doesn’t negotiate. He yields completely.

And in that death, life begins. Christ takes over. His Spirit indwells, His desires replace ours, and His
power enables us to live in obedience. This is not behavior modification—it’s resurrection living. We
are dead to sin but alive to God (Romans 6:11).

Modern Christianity often tells people to “follow your heart” or “believe in yourself.” But Paul’s gospel
says, “You must die.” There is no resurrection power without a personal crucifixion.

Cross References

* Luke 9:23-24 — “If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, take up his cross
daily...”

* Romans 6:6 — “Our old self was crucified with Him...”
* 2 Corinthians 5:17 — “Anyone in Christ is a new creation. The old has gone...”
* Philippians 1:21 — “To live is Christ, and to die is gain.”

* Colossians 3:3 — “You died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.”

Greek Word Study

* Synestaurdomai (coveotavpopat) — I have been crucified together with. A shared death with
Christ.

* Z0 ((®) — To live, be alive. Paul lives, but not as himself—as Christ in him.

* Pistis (mioig) — Faith, trust, reliance. His new life operates entirely by trusting Christ.




Questions and Answers

Q1: What does it mean to be “crucified with Christ”?
A: It means dying to your old sinful nature, surrendering control, and allowing Christ to live His life
through you.

Q2: Is this death to self optional?
A: No. Jesus made it the condition of discipleship (Luke 14:27).

Q3: What’s the result of dying to self?
A: Freedom from sin, intimacy with Christ, and a Spirit-filled life that glorifies God.

Q4: Can you live for Christ and self at the same time?
A: No. Self must die for Christ to reign (Matthew 6:24).

Q5: What does it look like to live by faith in the Son of God?
A: Daily dependence on Jesus—trusting His Word, submitting to His will, and walking in obedience.

Summary

The early believers didn’t add Jesus to their life. They lost their life in Him. The gospel wasn’t about
feeling better. It was about being made new—through death and resurrection.

Key Lesson

You can’t follow Jesus without dying to self. The Christian life begins at the cross—and that cross
isn’t just His. It’s yours too.

Application

* Examine your heart. Are you truly surrendered—or just religious?
* Die daily. Crucify the flesh and its desires every morning (Galatians 5:24).
* Let Christ live in you. Don’t just try harder—yield to His Spirit.

* Reject self-centered faith. It’s not about your dreams, comfort, or platform. It’s about His
glory.

* Live by faith. Trust Jesus to empower and guide your every step.

Chapter 31: God’s Grace is Not a License to Sin
Main Passage — Romans 6:1-2 (NLT)



“Well then, should we keep on sinning so that God can show us more and more of His

wonderful grace? Of course not! Since we have died to sin, how can we continue to live in
it?”

Explanation & Commentary

Paul strikes at the root of one of the most dangerous misunderstandings of Christianity: that grace gives
permission to live in sin. This distorted version of the gospel may comfort the flesh, but it crucifies the
truth. Paul anticipates the false logic— “If grace covers sin, then more sin means more grace!”—and
utterly rejects it: “God forbid!” (mé genoito in Greek—an emphatic, passionate denial.)

Grace is not a loophole. It’s not divine leniency for a rebellious heart. It is God’s power to rescue,
redeem, and transform. To continue in willful sin is to deny the very purpose of grace. Those who
are truly saved have “died to sin.” That is, their relationship to sin has been severed, and they no longer
live under its control or dominion.

The early Church preached a grace that produced repentance (Titus 2:11-12), not indulgence. Today,
many churches preach a gospel of forgiveness without repentance, mercy without truth, and grace
without change. But Scripture is clear: real grace saves and sanctifies.

You cannot walk in the light while clinging to darkness. To do so is not grace—it is fraud.

Cross References

* Jude 1:4 — “They have turned the grace of our God into a license for immorality...”

* Titus 2:11-12 — “The grace of God... teaches us to say ‘No’ to ungodliness...”

* Galatians 5:13 — “Don’t use your freedom to satisfy your sinful nature...”

* Hebrews 10:26 — “If we deliberately keep on sinning... no sacrifice for sins is left...”

¢ Romans 6:6 — “Our old self was crucified with Him...”

Greek Word Study

* ME genoito (pr} yévorto) — Absolutely not! God forbid! Paul’s strongest form of rejection—
used to shut down dangerous ideas.

* Apethanomen (&neBavopev) — We have died. Aorist tense, showing a completed, decisive
break from sin.

* Charis (xapig) — Grace. God’s unearned favor that not only forgives, but empowers holy living.




Questions and Answers

Q1: Can a Christian continue sinning because they are under grace?
A: No. Grace does not excuse sin—it breaks sin’s power. Continuing in sin shows you haven’t truly
died to it.

Q2: What does “died to sin” really mean?
A: It means that sin no longer rules your life. Its influence is broken, and your loyalty is now to Christ.

Q3: Why do people abuse grace?
A: Because they want salvation without submission. But saving grace always leads to transformation.

Q4: Is struggle with sin the same as living in sin?
A: No. A struggle shows repentance and battle. Living in sin shows surrender to it.

Q5: How does true grace change a person?
A: It not only forgives past sins—it creates a new heart, new desires, and the power to walk in
obedience.

Summary

Grace is not a permission slip to indulge the flesh. It is the power of God to set sinners free. The early
Church preached a grace that transformed lives—not one that excused rebellion.

Key Lesson

True grace leads to holiness. False grace excuses sin. You must choose which gospel you believe—
and which life you live.

Application

* Repent fully. If you’ve used grace to justify sin, turn back to the cross.

* Live crucified. You have died to sin—don’t resurrect what God has buried.

* Preach full grace. Not just forgiveness, but transformation. Not just pardon, but power.
* Stay alert. Apostasy often begins with a softened view of sin.

* Honor the cross. Jesus didn’t die to make sin safe—He died to set you free.

Chapter 32: Faith Without Works is Dead

Main Passage — James 2:17 (NLT)

“So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead and
useless.”



Explanation & Commentary

This verse pierces through comfortable Christianity with a divine warning: faith that doesn’t work is
dead. Not weak. Not immature. Dead.

James isn’t contradicting Paul’s teaching on salvation by faith alone—he’s completing it. Paul spoke
against works for salvation, while James is warning against a salvation with no works. True faith
produces fruit. Just as a body without breath is a corpse, faith without obedience is a spiritual sham.

The early Church understood this clearly. They believed, repented, were baptized, shared everything,
served the poor, endured persecution, and lived in holiness. Their faith was active, visible, and
obedient.

Many today claim to “believe in Jesus” yet live lives that show no evidence of transformation. But
mental agreement with doctrine is not saving faith. Demons believe too (James 2:19). What God wants
is living faith—a faith that obeys, a faith that walks, a faith that works.

Genuine faith is not seen in words—it’s seen in a cross-carried life.

Cross References

* Matthew 7:21 — “Not everyone who calls Me ‘Lord’ will enter the Kingdom... but only those
who do the will of My Father.”

* Ephesians 2:10 — “We are God’s masterpiece... created to do good works.”
* Titus 1:16 — “They claim to know God, but by their actions they deny Him.”
* 1 John 2:4 — “Whoever says, ‘I know Him,’ but does not keep His commands is a liar.”

* Galatians 5:6 — “The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.”

Greek Word Study

* Nekra (vekpa) — Dead. This word describes lifelessness, complete absence of vitality.

* Pistis (mioig) — Faith, trust, belief. Not mere acknowledgment, but active dependence and
obedience.

* Erga (&pya) — Works, deeds, actions. Evidence of the life within—like fruit from a tree.




Questions and Answers
Q1: Is James saying we are saved by works?

A: No. He’s saying that real faith will naturally produce works. Works don’t earn salvation—they
prove it.

Q2: Can someone have true faith and no fruit?
A: No. Faith without fruit is dead. Jesus said every tree is known by its fruit (Luke 6:44).

Q3: What kind of works prove faith is alive?
A: Obedience to God’s Word, love for others, repentance from sin, and living as Christ’s disciple.

Q4: Can faith be invisible?
A: Not true faith. Faith that’s alive will always manifest in action (Matthew 5:16).

Q5: What’s the danger of dead faith?
A: It gives false assurance. It comforts the flesh but damns the soul. Many will say “Lord, Lord” and be
turned away.

Summary

The early Church didn’t just say they believed—they lived like it. Faith was not a claim but a cress.
And without the evidence of works, faith is nothing more than a religious illusion.

Key Lesson

If your faith doesn’t change you, it cannot save you. The proof of faith is not in words—it’s in a life
surrendered to Christ.

Application

* Examine your life. Is your faith alive or dead?

* Obey the Word. Don’t just hear it—do it (James 1:22).

* Live transformed. Let your actions match your confession.
* Bear fruit. Stay connected to Christ and walk in the Spirit.

* Warn others. Many think they’re saved because they believe—but dead faith doesn’t save.

Chapter 33: Jesus Spoke More on Hell Than Heaven
Main Passage — Matthew 25:46 (NLT)

“And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous will go into eternal life.”



Explanation & Commentary

Jesus was the embodiment of love and mercy—but He warned of Hell more than He described
Heaven. Why? Because Hell is real, eternal, and most of all, avoidable—but only if we repent and
believe.

In this passage, Jesus separates the sheep from the goats, the righteous from the wicked. He speaks
plainly: one group goes into eternal life, the other into eternal punishment. The Greek word for
“eternal” in both cases is aionios (aich)viog)—the same word, the same duration. If Heaven is forever, so
is Hell.

Jesus didn’t soften the message. He warned of fire that never goes out (Mark 9:43), of outer
darkness (Matthew 22:13), of weeping and gnashing of teeth (Luke 13:28), and of the worm that
doesn’t die (Mark 9:48). These aren’t metaphors to be dismissed—they are divine warnings to be
heeded.

Many modern churches avoid this topic. They find Hell too offensive, too harsh, too unmarketable. But
Jesus preached about Hell because He wanted to save people from it. Ignoring Hell doesn’t make it
disappear. It makes people unprepared.

Cross References

* Mark 9:43-48 — “It’s better to enter eternal life maimed than to be thrown into Hell...”

* Luke 16:23-24 — “In torment, he saw Abraham far away...”

* Matthew 10:28 — “Fear Him who can destroy both soul and body in Hell.”

* Revelation 20:15 — “Anyone whose name was not found... was thrown into the lake of fire.”

* 2 Thessalonians 1:9 — “They will be punished with everlasting destruction...”

Greek Word Study

* Aionios (aiwviog) — Eternal, everlasting, without end. Used for both Heaven and Hell.
* Kolasis (k0Aao1g) — Punishment, torment, penalty. Implies conscious retribution.

» Zoé ((wn) — Life, vitality. Eternal life is more than existence—it is fellowship with God.

Questions and Answers

Q1: Did Jesus really talk about Hell more than Heaven?
A: Yes. In the Gospels, Jesus references Hell directly more often than Heaven. He saw it as urgent.



Q2: Is Hell eternal or temporary?
A: Jesus used the same word (aionios) for both Heaven and Hell. Both are eternal.

Q3: Why would a loving God send people to Hell?
A: He doesn’t desire that anyone perish (2 Peter 3:9).

Q4: Can Hell be avoided?
A: Yes—through repentance, faith in Christ, and submission to the gospel.

Q5: Why don’t churches preach this today?
A: Many fear offense, controversy, or loss of attendance. But love warns, and silence kills.

Summary

Jesus didn’t avoid talking about Hell—He warned of it repeatedly. Because love doesn’t hide the
truth. It speaks it clearly, even when it’s uncomfortable.

Key Lesson

If we truly love souls, we must preach the full gospel—including Hell. Jesus did.

Application

* Don’t be ashamed. Speak the truth about Hell with compassion, urgency, and clarity.
* Warn others. Hell is real—and avoidable. Share the gospel boldly.

» Examine your life. Have you repented, believed, and followed Christ—or are you headed for
destruction?

* Preach what Jesus preached. If He talked about Hell, we must too.

* Pray for the lost. Eternity is at stake.

Chapter 34: God’s Love Is Conditional in Covenant
Main Passage — John 15:10 (NLT)

“When you obey my commandments, you remain in my love, just as I obey my Father’s
commandments and remain in his love.”




Explanation & Commentary

This verse reveals a truth rarely preached today: God’s love, within covenant relationship, is
conditional on obedience. While God loves the world (John 3:16), His covenant love—His abiding,
intimate, saving love—is reserved for those who obey Him.

Jesus didn’t say, “Stay in My love by feeling spiritual,” or “Stay in My love by claiming grace.” He
said, “If you obey Me, you will remain in My love.” This is not salvation by works—it is covenant
faithfulness. Just as a spouse’s love must remain loyal in a marriage, so our love for God is proven by
obedience (John 14:15).

Jesus modeled this. He remained in the Father’s love by obeying Him, even unto death (Philippians
2:8). He calls His followers to walk that same road—not a road of cheap grace, but one of cross-
carrying commitment.

God’s love is not blind approval. It’s not tolerance of rebellion. It’s a holy love—a love that invites, but
also expects. Those who continually reject His commands remove themselves from His covenant
covering.

Cross References

* John 14:15 — “If you love Me, keep My commandments.”
* 1 John 2:3-5 — “We know we have come to know Him if we keep His commands...”

* Deuteronomy 7:9 — “He keeps His covenant of love to those who love Him and keep His
commandments.”

* Exodus 20:6 — “Showing love to a thousand generations of those who love Me and keep My
commandments.”

* Romans 11:22 — “Consider... His kindness to those who continue in His kindness. Otherwise,
you also will be cut off.”

Greek Word Study

* Téred (péw) — To guard, keep, observe. This word for “obey” emphasizes diligent and
intentional obedience.

» Agapé (ayann) — Covenant love, divine affection. Not merely emotion, but loyal, self-sacrificial
commitment.

* Menod (pévw) — To remain, abide, continue. Points to a constant relationship, not a one-time
decision.




Questions and Answers

Q1: Does God stop loving someone who disobeys?
A: His general love is unchanging, but covenant love and favor depend on relationship and obedience.

Q2: What does it mean to remain in His love?
A: To stay in fellowship with Christ through faithfulness and obedience to His commands.

Q3: Isn’t that legalism?
A: No. Legalism tries to earn salvation. This is covenant obedience flowing from genuine love and
grace.

Q4: Can someone lose their place in God’s love?
A: Yes—by choosing persistent rebellion. God will not force anyone to stay in covenant.

Q5: What does Jesus' obedience have to do with ours?
A: He is our example. He obeyed the Father and remained in His love. We do the same with Him.

Summary

God’s love isn’t unconditional in the way the world defines it. His covenant love is maintained
through obedience. Jesus said it plainly: to stay in His love, keep His commandments.

Key Lesson

God’s love welcomes all—but only those who obey remain in it. Covenant love requires covenant
loyalty.

Application

* Examine your walk. Are you abiding in His love—or assuming it while ignoring His
commands?

¢ Pursue obedience. Not to earn love, but to remain in it.
* Teach the whole truth. God’s love is powerful—but also holy.
¢ Model Jesus. His obedience secured our salvation. Let our obedience reflect our salvation.

* Stay connected. Only by abiding in Christ through obedience can you bear fruit (John 15:5-6).

Chapter 35: The Heart is Deceitful
Main Passage — Jeremiah 17:9 (NLT)

“The human heart is the most deceitful of all things, and desperately wicked. Who really
knows how bad it is?”



Explanation & Commentary

In a culture obsessed with feelings, personal truth, and self-expression, this verse sounds like heresy:
the heart cannot be trusted. Yet this is God’s verdict, not man’s opinion. The prophet Jeremiah, under
divine inspiration, declares that the human heart is not just misled—it is deceitful above all things and
desperately wicked.

This truth shatters the worldly advice to “follow your heart.” According to Scripture, that is the path to
destruction. Our hearts are corrupted by sin. They lie to us, twist truth, justify evil, and resist God. We
are not naturally good—we are naturally fallen.

The early Church didn’t trust the heart—they trusted the Word of God. They didn’t follow feelings—
they followed the Spirit. Today, many churches preach self-esteem instead of self-denial, emotions over
Scripture, and comfort over conviction. But the Word still stands: the heart is not safe to lead—it
must be led.

Only God can truly know the heart (Jeremiah 17:10), and only His Word can expose it (Hebrews 4:12).
The solution is not to listen to your heart—it’s to repent of it, surrender it to Christ, and receive a new
one by the Spirit (Ezekiel 36:26).

Cross References

* Proverbs 28:26 — “He that trusts in his own heart is a fool...”

* Matthew 15:19 — “Out of the heart come evil thoughts...”

* Ezekiel 36:26 — “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you...”
* Romans 1:21 — “Their foolish hearts were darkened...”

* Hebrews 4:12 — “The Word of God... judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”

Hebrew Word Study
* ‘Aqob (Af7V) — Deceitful, crooked, insidious. Same root as “Jacob,” the trickster—emphasizing
trickery.

* ’anash (WAN) — Desperately sick, incurable. Refers to terminal illness or corruption beyond
human repair.

* léb (27) — Heart. Refers not to emotion alone, but the mind, will, conscience, and inner self.




Questions and Answers
Q1: Why is the heart described as “deceitful”?

A: Because it misleads us—telling us sin is good, justifying rebellion, and masking pride as
righteousness.

Q2: Can we trust our feelings?
A: No. Feelings fluctuate. Truth remains constant. God's Word, not your heart, is the authority.

Q3: Isn’t my heart clean now that I’m saved?
A: You have a new heart spiritually (Ezekiel 36:26), but the flesh still battles the Spirit (Galatians
5:17). You must guard and renew it daily.

Q4: What’s the danger of following your heart?
A: It can lead to sin, error, emotional instability, and separation from God’s will.

Q5: What should we follow instead?
A: The Word of God and the leading of the Holy Spirit, confirmed by obedience and truth.

Summary

The human heart is not a compass—it’s a crooked path. Only God can straighten it, heal it, and fill it
with His truth. Trusting your heart is trusting a liar. Trusting God is trusting a Savior.

Key Lesson

Don't follow your heart—follow the Word. Your heart must be transformed, not obeyed.

Application

* Stop trusting emotion. Compare every feeling to Scripture.

* Repent of self-guidance. Surrender your will to Christ.

* Guard your heart. Fill it with truth, not flattery.

* Pray for a new heart. Ask God to cleanse and renew your inner life daily.

» Teach others. Expose the lie of "follow your heart" with the truth of God’s Word.

Chapter 36: Self-Denial Is Commanded
Main Passage — Luke 9:23 (NLT)

“Then he said to the crowd, ‘If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your
own way, take up your cross daily, and follow me.’”



Explanation & Commentary

Jesus didn’t invite fans—He called followers. And following Jesus begins with one radical, non-
negotiable demand: deny yourself. In a world obsessed with self-love, self-care, and self-expression,
this is a hard pill to swallow. But the call to follow Christ is also a call to die to self.

Self-denial isn’t self-hatred—it’s putting to death the rule of self. It’s saying “no” to your desires,
ambitions, preferences, and will when they conflict with Christ’s. It means Christ is not just Savior—
He is Lord.

Jesus doesn’t hide the cost. He says we must “take up our cross”—an instrument of death—daily. This
isn’t about suffering inconvenient things; it's about laying down your rights, crucifying your flesh, and
embracing obedience no matter the cost.

This is the gospel they don’t preach on Sunday. Today’s easy-beliefism offers forgiveness without
surrender, blessings without cost. But Jesus demands everything—not as a burden, but because He
gave everything for us.

Cross References

e Matthew 16:24-25 — “If anyone would come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his
cross...”

* Galatians 5:24 — “Those who belong to Christ have crucified the flesh...”
* Romans 12:1 — “Offer your bodies as a living sacrifice...”
* Philippians 2:5-8 — “He humbled Himself... becoming obedient to death...”

* 2 Timothy 2:11-12 — “If we die with Him, we will also live with Him...”

Greek Word Study

* Arneomai (dpvéopo) — To deny, disown, refuse. A total rejection of self-rule.
* Stauros (6tavpog) — Cross. A symbol of death, shame, and public execution.

* Akoulouthed (dxoAov0éw) — To follow. To walk the same path, imitate fully, submit to
leadership.




Questions and Answers

Q1: What does it mean to deny yourself?
A: It means refusing to live for your own desires, comfort, and control. Christ becomes your center, not
self.

Q2: Why does Jesus call us to take up a cross?
A: Because the Christian life requires death to sin, ego, pride, and worldly attachments.

Q3: How often must we deny ourselves?
A: Daily. Self-denial isn’t a one-time event. It’s a lifelong commitment.

Q4: Isn’t this harsh or extreme?
A: It’s the only path to true life (Luke 9:24). Dying to self leads to resurrection power.

Q5: What does following Jesus look like?
A: Obedience, sacrifice, endurance, love, and trust—even when the path is hard.

Summary

The gospel of Jesus Christ demands self-denial. It’s not an optional extra for the super spiritual—it’s
the starting line for all who truly follow Him. There is no resurrection without crucifixion.

Key Lesson

You cannot follow Jesus while still following yourself. One must die so the other can reign.

Application

* Die daily. Surrender your plans, preferences, and pride every morning.

* Stop sugarcoating. Teach that the real gospel demands the whole life.

* Look to Christ. He obeyed the Father unto death. Walk in His steps.

* Live as a sacrifice. Don’t just worship—be the worship (Romans 12:1).

* Invite others to the cross. Don’t sell Christianity—preach Christ crucified.

Chapter 37: The Flesh Must Be Crucified

Main Passage — Romans 8:13 (NLT)

“For if you live by its dictates, you will die. But if through the power of the Spirit you put to
death the deeds of your sinful nature, you will live.”




Explanation & Commentary

There’s no middle ground in the Christian life—either the flesh dies, or you do. Paul makes it starkly
clear: if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die—not just physically, but spiritually and
eternally.

This is a truth often neglected in today’s easy gospel: the flesh must not be pampered, tolerated, or
managed—it must be crucified. The word used here for “put to death” is thanatoo, meaning to kill, to
destroy. It’s warfare, not therapy.

Paul isn’t calling believers to fight sin in their own strength. The Spirit empowers this crucifixion.
Grace isn’t the permission to sin—it’s the power to overcome sin. And God has given us everything
we need through the Spirit to slay the deeds of the flesh.

The early Church didn’t excuse sin—they executed it. They walked in repentance, holiness, and power
because they refused to let the flesh rule. Today’s Church often coddles the very thing Christ died to
destroy.

To follow Jesus is to put the flesh on the cross and leave it there.

Cross References

* Galatians 5:24 — “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh...”
* Colossians 3:5 — “Put to death the sinful, earthly things lurking within you...”

* Luke 9:23 — “Take up your cross daily...”

* Romans 6:6 — “Our old self was crucified with Him...”

* 2 Corinthians 7:1 — “Let us cleanse ourselves... perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”

Greek Word Study

* Thanatod (Bavatow) — To kill, to cause to die. A decisive act of putting sin to death.
* Sarx (ocap&) — Flesh. Not just the body, but the sinful nature—the part of us that resists God.

» Zesesthe ({oecB¢) — You will live. Future tense—eternal life follows the crucifixion of the
flesh.

Questions and Answers

Q1: What is the “flesh” Paul talks about?
A: It’s the sinful nature—the corrupt desires, thoughts, and actions that oppose God’s will.



Q2: Can I live in the flesh and still be saved?

A: Not according to this verse. To live by the flesh is to die. Salvation produces warfare, not peace with
sin.

Q3: How do I “put to death” the deeds of the flesh?

A: By walking in the Spirit (Gal. 5:16), obeying the Word, repenting daily, and denying self.

Q4: Is this about behavior or identity?
A: Both. You have a new identity in Christ—but you must actively crucify the old nature.

Q5: What happens if I don’t crucify the flesh?
A: You’ll drift, deceive yourself, and ultimately face separation from God (Galatians 6:8).

Summary

You cannot walk in resurrection power while letting the flesh live. The Christian life is a crucified life.
The flesh must die for the Spirit to reign.

Key Lesson

Grace gives you the power to crucify the flesh—not permission to indulge it.

Application

* Identify the flesh. Be honest about where sin still lives in you.

* Crucify daily. This isn’t a one-time event. It’s a daily surrender and battle.
* Walk in the Spirit. Feed your soul with the Word, prayer, and obedience.
» Starve sin. Don’t entertain what Jesus was crucified for.

* Teach holiness. Call the Church back to repentance and spiritual discipline.

Chapter 38: God Calls for Righteous Judgment

Main Passage — John 7:24 (NLT)

“Look beneath the surface so you can judge correctly.”




Explanation & Commentary

One of the most misunderstood verses in the Bible is “Judge not.” But Jesus didn’t condemn all
judgment—He condemned hypocritical and superficial judgment. In John 7:24, He commands His
listeners to judge righteously, not by appearances.

Today’s culture and many modern churches twist Christ’s teaching into a weapon against discernment.
“Don’t judge” has become a slogan to silence truth. But Jesus wasn’t advocating for moral relativism.
He was calling for discernment rooted in truth and justice, not appearances or bias.

True judgment isn’t about condemnation—it’s about clarity. Jesus calls His followers to evaluate
behavior, teaching, fruit, and motives—but to do so according to the standard of God’s Word, not
human opinion. This requires humility, spiritual maturity, and love for both righteousness and
restoration.

The early Church judged sin in the camp (Acts 5:1-11), corrected false teachers (2 Timothy 2:17-18),
and upheld purity in doctrine and practice. They didn’t excuse sin—they exposed it. And they did so
righteously.

Cross References

* Matthew 7:1-5 — “First take the log out of your own eye... then you will see clearly...”
* 1 Corinthians 5:12-13 — “It is your responsibility to judge those inside the church...”

* 1 Thessalonians 5:21 — “Test everything; hold fast to what is good.”

* Proverbs 31:9 — “Open your mouth, judge righteously...”

* Isaiah 11:3—4 — “He will not judge by what He sees with His eyes... but with righteousness...”

Greek Word Study

* Krino (kpivw) — To judge, to decide, to separate. Used both positively (discernment) and
negatively (condemnation), depending on context.

* Dikaios (8ikonog) — Righteous, just, fair. Points to judgment that aligns with God’s standard.

* Opsis (6Yng) — Appearance, face. Jesus warns against surface-level assessments.

Questions and Answers

Q1: Isn’t judging wrong according to Jesus?
A: Not all judgment is wrong. Jesus forbids hypocritical judgment but commands righteous judgment
in John 7:24.



Q2: What is righteous judgment?
A: Discernment based on God’s Word, not opinion, appearance, or emotion.

Q3: Are Christians supposed to confront sin?
A: Yes. With love and humility, but also boldness and clarity (Galatians 6:1).

Q4: What’s the danger of refusing to judge righteously?
A: The Church becomes powerless, confused, and overrun with compromise.

Q5: How do we judge without becoming judgmental?
A: By checking our own hearts first, staying rooted in truth, and aiming for restoration—not
condemnation.

Summary

Jesus didn’t abolish judgment—He redefined it. He calls His followers to judge righteously, not
superficially. Discernment is not optional—it’s essential for a holy Church.

Key Lesson
God doesn’t forbid judgment—He requires that it be righteous, humble, and grounded in truth.

Application

* Discern the fruit. Don’t excuse false teaching or sin—test all things.

* Judge with Scripture. Not with your feelings or bias, but with the Word of God.
* Repent of hypocrisy. Only clean vessels can judge cleanly.

* Speak the truth. Lovingly, clearly, and with purpose to restore.

* Teach discernment. The Church must be trained to distinguish truth from error.

Chapter 39: Scripture Interprets Scripture
Main Passage — Isaiah 28:10 (KJV)

“For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line;
here a little, and there a little:”




Explanation & Commentary

Isaiah 28:10 is often overlooked but reveals one of the foundational principles of biblical interpretation:
Scripture interprets Scripture. God’s Word is not meant to be understood through personal opinion,
feelings, or cultural influence—but through the whole counsel of God, carefully compared and rightly
divided.

The phrase “precept upon precept, line upon line” speaks of systematic, layered learning, where truth
builds on truth. We don't base doctrine on a single verse taken in isolation. Rather, we examine the
harmony of the entire Bible, using clear passages to illuminate difficult ones, and context to guard
against error.

This is how Jesus taught (Luke 24:27), how the apostles preached (Acts 17:2-3), and how truth is
preserved. The early Church didn’t guess at Scripture—they studied, compared, and searched the
scrolls diligently.

Today, however, many interpret Scripture through experience, denominational bias, or worldly
philosophy. This leads to error, heresy, and spiritual confusion. But when we let the Bible speak for
itself, with the Holy Spirit as our teacher, truth becomes unshakable.

Cross References
* 2 Timothy 2:15 — “Rightly dividing the word of truth.”

* Acts 17:11 — “They searched the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so.”
* Psalm 119:160 — “The sum of Your Word is truth...”
* 1 Corinthians 2:13 — “Comparing spiritual things with spiritual.”

* John 10:35 — “The Scripture cannot be broken.”

Hebrew Word Study

* Tsav (I¥) — Precept, command, instruction. Refers to God’s authoritative teachings.
* Qav (17) — Line, rule, measurement. Signifies careful, structured interpretation.

* Z‘eir (0'VT) —A little, small portion. Truth is gathered in parts—then unified into a full
revelation.

Questions and Answers

Q1: What does “precept upon precept” mean?
A: It means building truth carefully, stacking one instruction on another, allowing God’s Word to
explain itself.



Q2: Why must we use Scripture to interpret Scripture?
A: Because God's Word is perfect and unified. One part clarifies another. No verse exists in isolation.

Q3: Can personal experiences guide our interpretation?
A: Experiences may reflect truth, but they are not the source of truth. Only Scripture is authoritative.

Q4: What happens when people ignore this principle?
A: They twist verses out of context, form false doctrines, and lead others astray.

Q5: How do I practice this method?
A: Study widely. Cross-reference verses. Consider the whole Bible’s witness on a topic—not just
isolated texts.

Summary

God’s Word was never meant to be cherry-picked. It was meant to be studied deeply, line upon line,
with each truth supporting and explaining the next. When Scripture interprets Scripture, we see the
consistency and power of God’s revelation.

Key Lesson

You don’t need man’s opinion to understand God’s Word—you need God’s Word to interpret
itself.

Application

* Be a Berean. Search the Scriptures daily, comparing truth with truth.

* Avoid proof-texting. Never build doctrine on one verse taken out of context.

* Dig deep. Don’t settle for surface reading—examine the layers.

* Let the Bible speak. Trust God’s design of His Word to reveal itself through itself.

* Teach others. Equip the Church to study the Bible the way Jesus and the apostles did.

Chapter 40: God’s Word Divides

Main Passage — Hebrews 4:12 (NLT)

“For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged
sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost
thoughts and desires.”




Explanation & Commentary

The Bible is not a passive book—it is a living sword. Hebrews 4:12 tells us that God’s Word is not
merely text on a page, but a divine weapon that cuts, divides, and discerns. It penetrates to the very
core of who we are, separating the false from the true, the soul from the spirit, the carnal from the
spiritual.

In a generation that avoids offense, God’s Word offends our flesh. It does not flatter—it reveals. It
doesn't entertain—it exposes. It discerns motives, reveals sin, and demands repentance. It comforts the
humble, but confronts the hypocrite. That’s why many today reject it or only accept the “safe” parts.

But the early Church didn’t tame the Word—they preached it boldly. Peter’s sermon in Acts 2
“pierced the heart” (Acts 2:37). Stephen’s testimony in Acts 7 “cut to the quick” (Acts 7:54). The Word
was their sword—and they wielded it with power.

To embrace God’s Word fully is to let it wound in order to heal, to divide in order to unify us with
Christ.

Cross References
* Ephesians 6:17 — “Take the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.”

* Jeremiah 23:29 — “Is not my word like fire... and like a hammer that breaks the rock in
pieces?”

* Isaiah 55:11 — “It shall not return to Me void...”
* Acts 2:37 — “When they heard this, they were pierced to the heart...”

* John 17:17 — “Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.”

Greek Word Study

* Zon ({®v) — Living. The Word is not dead ink, but divine breath—it acts, moves, and convicts.

* Energos (évepync) — Active, powerful, effective. Related to energy; the Word produces
supernatural results.

* Makchaira (payopa) — Sword. A short, sharp dagger used for close combat—personal and
precise.

* Diikneomai (ukvéopon) — To penetrate thoroughly. No part of the inner person is hidden from
it.




Questions and Answers

Q1: How is God’s Word “alive”?
A: It carries the breath of God (2 Timothy 3:16). It convicts, transforms, teaches, and judges in real
time.

Q2: What does it mean that the Word “divides”?
A: It separates flesh from spirit, truth from deception, and sanctifies the believer through spiritual
surgery.

Q3: Why is the Word compared to a sword?
A: Because it cuts deep—into motives, thoughts, and hidden sin. It is both a weapon of war and a tool
of healing.

Q4: Can I use the Word to judge others?
A: Only if you allow it to first judge you (Matthew 7:5). Then, speak truth in love.

Q5: What happens when churches stop preaching the sharp Word?
A: They become dull, compromised, and powerless. The Church loses its prophetic edge.

Summary

God’s Word doesn’t just inform—it divides, discerns, and transforms. It exposes what’s hidden and
calls us to holiness. You can’t wield the sword unless you first let it cut you.

Key Lesson

The Word of God is not soft. It is sharp—and it must pierce us before it can change us.

Application
* Read the Word reverently. It’s not a devotional thought—it’s a divine scalpel.
* Preach the Word boldly. Don’t dull its edge to comfort people in sin.
* Let it examine you. Invite the Word to expose your heart and convict your soul.
* Teach others to study deeply. Shallow reading produces shallow Christians.

* Wield the sword. Don’t hide it. Use it in love to defend truth and destroy lies.

Chapter 41: Many Will Fall Away
Main Passage — 1 Timothy 4:1 (NLT)

“Now the Holy Spirit tells us clearly that in the last times some will turn away from the
true faith; they will follow deceptive spirits and teachings that come from demons.”



Explanation & Commentary

This is not speculation—it’s a clear warning from the Holy Spirit. In the last days, many who once
claimed the faith will turn away, not by accident, but by deliberate deception. The Greek word for
“turn away” is aphistémi, meaning to depart, desert, or revolt—a complete departure from truth.

These are not atheists or outsiders. These are professing Christians who abandon sound doctrine and
are swept away by demonic deception disguised as spiritual insight. Paul says they will embrace false
teachings inspired by demons, not merely human error.

The early church knew this danger. They guarded the gospel, corrected false teaching, and rebuked
heresy without apology. But today, many churches welcome ear-tickling messages, mystical distortions,
or motivational fluff that leaves out repentance, sin, and holiness.

Apostasy doesn’t usually begin with open rebellion. It begins with small compromises, itching ears,
and soft preaching. That's why Scripture must be our anchor. Without it, the drifting becomes a falling
away.

Cross References

* 2 Thessalonians 2:3 — “That day shall not come, except there come a falling away first...”

* Matthew 24:10-11 — “Many will turn away from the faith... and many false prophets will
appear.”

* 2 Timothy 4:3—4 — “They will not endure sound doctrine... they will turn aside to myths.”
* Galatians 1:6-9 — “If anyone preaches another gospel... let him be accursed.”

* Hebrews 3:12 — “Beware... that none of you turn away from the living God.”

Greek Word Study

* Aphistémi (detotnm) — To depart, to fall away, to withdraw. Implies intentional separation
from truth.

* Pneumasi planois (tvedpact mAavoig) — Deceiving spirits. Demonic influences disguised as
spiritual enlightenment.

* Didaskalia daimonion (5 18ackaAtong Sopoviwv) — Teachings of demons. Doctrines that
oppose Christ but masquerade as truth.




Questions and Answers

Q1: Can true Christians fall away?
A: Those who are truly in Christ endure to the end (Matthew 10:22), but many who profess faith will
prove false by their departure (1 John 2:19).

Q2: What causes people to fall away?
A: Deception, unrepentant sin, itching ears, pride, love of the world, and neglect of the Word.

Q3: What are “teachings of demons”?
A: Any doctrine that contradicts the gospel of Christ—legalism, universalism, prosperity without
holiness, or spirituality without truth.

Q4: How can we protect ourselves?
A: Stay grounded in Scripture, stay submitted to Christ, and stay connected to a holy and faithful
Church.

Q5: What should the Church be doing in response?
A: Preaching truth boldly, correcting error lovingly, and calling people back to repentance.

Summary

Apostasy is not a fringe issue—it’s a prophetic certainty. The Holy Spirit warns that many will fall
away, not because truth failed, but because they refused to love the truth. The Church must awaken and
contend for the faith before it’s too late.

Key Lesson

Not everyone who starts the race will finish it. Beware of deception—and cling to truth.

Application

* Test all teaching. Compare every message with Scripture, no matter how spiritual it sounds.
» Stay in the Word. The only way to spot a lie is to know the truth intimately.

* Guard your heart. Apostasy starts inside—through compromise, laziness, or pride.

* Preach boldly. Don’t water down the gospel. The Church must fight deception with truth.

* Pray for discernment. Ask the Holy Spirit to keep you from deception in these last days.

Chapter 42: The Great Falling Away is Here
Main Passage — 2 Thessalonians 2:3 (KJV)



“Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a
falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition.”

Explanation & Commentary

Before the return of Jesus Christ, a monumental event must take place: the great falling away. Paul
describes this as a necessary sign that precedes the revealing of the Antichrist and the Day of the Lord.
The Greek word for “falling away” is apostasia—from which we get the word apostasy. It refers to a
widespread and deliberate departure from the truth.

This isn’t just individual backsliding—it is a global rebellion against biblical truth, led by deceiving
spirits and empowered by the mystery of lawlessness already at work (2 Thess. 2:7). It will come from
within the visible Church, as people embrace false doctrine, reject biblical authority, and pursue
comfort over conviction.

Today, we are seeing this unfold before our eyes. Churches are affirming sin instead of confronting it.
Teachers are preaching a crossless Christianity, void of repentance or holiness. Multitudes claim Jesus
with their lips but deny Him with their lives. The great falling away is no longer coming—it has
begun.

This apostasy prepares the world for the man of sin—the Antichrist—by weakening the Church’s
resistance, eroding truth, and creating a climate of compromise.

Cross References

* Matthew 24:10-12 — “Many will fall away... false prophets will arise... the love of many will
grow cold.”

* 1 Timothy 4:1 — “Some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits...”
* 2 Timothy 3:1-5 — “Having a form of godliness but denying the power...”
* 2 Peter 2:1-2 — “False teachers among you... many shall follow their pernicious ways.”

* Jude 1:4 — “Certain men crept in unawares... turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness.”

Greek Word Study

* Apostasia (anootacia) — A defection, revolt, rebellion. Implies an intentional and organized
abandonment of the truth.

* Apokalyphthénai (dnokaAv@Oijvon) — To be revealed. Refers to the unveiling of the Antichrist
after the apostasy.



* Huios tés apoleias (viog Tijg anwAeiag) — Son of perdition. A title also used for Judas Iscariot
(John 17:12), identifying one doomed to destruction.

Questions and Answers

Q1: What is the “falling away”?
A: A massive apostasy—a departure from sound doctrine, biblical faith, and the authority of God’s
Word.

Q2: Is this happening now?
A: Yes. We are witnessing widespread compromise in churches, moral relativism, and the
normalization of heresy.

Q3: How does this relate to the Antichrist?
A: Apostasy prepares the world to receive him. When truth is abandoned, deception takes its place.

Q4: Can a true believer fall away?
A: True believers endure (Matthew 24:13), but many who profess faith will prove false by abandoning
it (1 John 2:19).

Q5: How can we stand firm?
A: By clinging to Scripture, walking in holiness, and resisting false doctrine with bold, Spirit-
empowered truth.

Summary

The great falling away is not a theory—it is a prophetic reality unfolding now. As many turn from
truth, the Church must rise in boldness, discernment, and unwavering faithfulness to Christ.

Key Lesson

The falling away is the last warning—don’t be swept away by it. Stand firm in the Word and
guard your soul.

Application
* Know the Word. Apostasy thrives where truth is absent.

* Reject compromise. Don’t trade truth for acceptance or comfort.
* Call others back. Be a voice of repentance and urgency in the face of deception.

* Stay alert. The spirit of the age is strong—but the Spirit of God is stronger.



¢ Preach truth. In season and out of season—no matter the cost.

Chapter 43: End-Time Deception Is Strong

Main Passage — Matthew 24:24 (NLT)

“For false messiahs and false prophets will rise up and perform great signs and wonders
so as to deceive, if possible, even God’s chosen ones.”

Explanation & Commentary

Jesus’ warning in Matthew 24:24 is chilling: the deception in the last days will be so strong, so
convincing, so spiritually charged, that even the elect—if it were possible—could be deceived. This
isn’t mere confusion; it’s a supernatural deception, backed by false signs, wonders, and spiritual
counterfeits.

False prophets won’t just come preaching errors—they will perform miracles. False messiahs won’t
just claim authority—they will seem to have divine power. This deception is designed not to trick
atheists, but to lure the faithful, seducing hearts that are unguarded by the Word.

Jesus doesn’t say, “Don’t worry, you’re saved, you won’t be deceived.” He says, “Watch out.” The
protection for God’s people is discernment, not presumption. The closer we get to Christ’s return, the
stronger the delusion will be (2 Thess. 2:9-11). Emotionalism, counterfeit revival, and false unity will
look spiritual—but at their core, they deny truth.

End-time deception doesn’t always look evil. It often looks beautiful, inclusive, and powerful. But if
it doesn’t align with the whole counsel of God, it’s a lie with signs.

Cross References

* 2 Thessalonians 2:9-10 — “The coming of the lawless one... with all power and signs and lying
wonders.”

* Revelation 13:13-14 — “He performed great signs... deceived those who dwell on the earth.”
* 1 John 4:1 — “Test the spirits... many false prophets have gone out into the world.”

* Deuteronomy 13:1-3 — “Even if a sign or wonder comes to pass... you shall not listen if it
leads away from God.”

* 2 Corinthians 11:13-15 — “Satan disguises himself as an angel of light... his servants do the
same.”




Greek Word Study

* Pseudomessiahs (revdoyprotor) — False Christs; imposters claiming divine authority or
messianic status.

* Pseudoprophétai (yevdonpooiiton) — False prophets; deceivers who speak lies in God’s
name.

» Seémeia kai terata (onpeia kai téparta) — Signs and wonders; miraculous displays meant to
inspire awe—either from God or from deceptive sources.

* Planeésai (mAavijoon) — To lead astray, to mislead, to seduce. Deliberate spiritual deception.

Questions and Answers

Q1: What makes end-time deception so dangerous?
A: It comes with signs, wonders, and spiritual power. It feels real. It appears godly. But it contradicts
the truth of Scripture.

Q2: Can true believers be deceived?
A: Jesus says the deception will be strong “if possible, even the elect.” This means we must stay rooted
in truth to avoid falling.

Q3: What are examples of this deception today?
A: Hyper-charismatic experiences with no scriptural basis, universalism, prosperity without repentance,
and ecumenical unity that denies doctrine.

Q4: How do we resist deception?
A: Know the Bible deeply. Test every spirit. Stay humble. Cling to Jesus. Discern by truth, not feelings.

Q5: What happens to those who embrace the deception?
A: They’re handed over to delusion (2 Thess. 2:11) and follow a counterfeit gospel that leads to
destruction.

Summary

End-time deception isn’t coming—it’s already here. False signs and wonders are leading many astray.
The Church must stop chasing emotion and start clinging to the Word. Spiritual power without biblical
truth is demonic, not divine.

Key Lesson

In the last days, not everything supernatural is from God. If it contradicts Scripture, it’s a lie—
even if it works.




Application
* Stay grounded in the Word. Don’t follow power—follow truth.
* Test every spirit. If it doesn’t align with Scripture, reject it—no matter how amazing it seems.
* Teach discernment. Many in the Church lack the tools to spot deception.
* Preach boldly. Warn others about the counterfeit revival sweeping the world.

* Follow Jesus, not signs. Seek the Shepherd, not spiritual fireworks.

Chapter 44: Not Every Revival Is from God

Main Passage — 2 Corinthians 11:13-15 (NLT)

“These people are false apostles. They are deceitful workers who disguise themselves as
apostles of Christ. But I am not surprised! Even Satan disguises himself as an angel of
light. So it is no wonder that his servants also disguise themselves as servants of
righteousness. In the end they will get the punishment their wicked deeds deserve.”

Explanation & Commentary

When people hear the word “revival,” they often assume it’s a move of God. But not all spiritual
manifestations come from heaven. Paul warns the Corinthian church about a sobering truth: Satan
doesn't come with horns—he comes with a halo. His greatest tool isn't open evil, but deceptive
righteousness.

There are “apostles” today who perform signs, hold massive gatherings, and use the name of Jesus—
but preach a message void of repentance, holiness, or truth. Paul calls them deceitful workers. They
don't just oppose truth—they masquerade as if they represent it.

This is not revival—this is religious deception.

The devil is a master of disguise. If he can get people emotional, excited, and united—without
convicting them of sin or leading them to the cross—he’s succeeded in pulling off the perfect
counterfeit. True revival produces repentance, brokenness, reverence for God, and a hunger for truth.
False revival produces hype, emotionalism, and tolerance of sin.

We must be wise. Just because a meeting is large, passionate, or supernatural doesn't mean it's of God.
Test everything.

Cross References

y

* Matthew 7:22-23 — “Many will say... ‘Lord, Lord’... and I will declare, ‘I never knew you.”

* 1 John 4:1 — “Do not believe every spirit... test the spirits...”



* 2 Timothy 4:3—4 — “They will turn away from the truth and follow fables.”
* Jeremiah 23:16 — “Do not listen to the prophets... they fill you with false hopes.”

* Acts 8:9-23 — Simon the sorcerer believed, but his heart was not right before God.

Greek Word Study

* Metaschématizo (petacsynpati{w) — To transform, disguise, or masquerade. Used of Satan
and his servants—meaning to assume a form that hides true character.

* Dolios (80Aw0¢) — Deceitful, treacherous, crafty. Refers to workers who use deception to gain
spiritual influence.

* Diakonos (8takovog) — Servant, minister. These “servants of righteousness” are fakes wearing
holy robes.

Questions and Answers

Q1: Can Satan inspire revivals?
A: Yes. If a movement elevates experience over truth and hides sin under spiritual activity, Satan is at
work—disguised as light.

Q2: How do we know if a revival is genuine?
A: True revival exalts Jesus, convicts of sin, leads to holiness, and centers on the Word of God.

Q3: Should we fear supernatural manifestations?
A: No—but we must discern them. The Holy Spirit never contradicts Scripture.

Q4: Why do people fall for false revivals?
A: They’re hungry for experience but lack biblical grounding. Deception thrives where the Word is
neglected.

Q5: What should churches do?
A: Teach discernment. Preach the Word. Call people to repentance. And test every movement by its
fruit.

Summary

Not all revivals are from God. Some are orchestrated by the enemy to mimic the Spirit, deceive the
masses, and distract the Church from truth. Only revival that flows from the Word, repentance, and
holiness is real.




Key Lesson

If it doesn’t lead to the cross, it’s not revival—it’s deception dressed in light.

Application
* Discern the source. Judge every spiritual movement by its alignment with God’s Word.
* Expose the false. Lovingly warn others of counterfeit movements that parade as truth.

* Pursue holiness. Real revival always leads to deeper consecration, not emotional
entertainment.

* Teach the Word. Biblical illiteracy is the breeding ground for deception.

* Stay humble. Revival begins when we fall on our knees, not when we chase signs.

Chapter 45: We Must Contend for the Faith
Main Passage — Jude 1:3 (NLT)

“Dear friends, I had been eagerly planning to write to you about the salvation we all
share. But now I find that I must write about something else, urging you to defend the faith
that God has entrusted once for all time to his holy people.”

Explanation & Commentary

Jude begins his letter with the intent to celebrate the shared joy of salvation—but his tone quickly shifts
to urgent warning. Why? Because truth was under attack, and the Church was under threat. He tells
believers they must “contend for the faith,” meaning fight for it, guard it, protect it—even if it costs
them everything.

The Greek word for “contend” is epagonizomai, which literally means to agonize in battle. This isn’t
passive defense—it’s active warfare. The faith—the body of truth delivered by the apostles—was
“once for all entrusted” to God’s people. It doesn’t evolve. It doesn’t adjust with culture. It is fixed,
final, and worth defending.

Today, many want peace at any cost. But peace without truth is a lie. The Church is not called to
surrender the gospel for unity, popularity, or cultural approval. We are called to stand in the trenches
of spiritual battle and proclaim the faith boldly.

In a world filled with false gospels, moral compromise, and spiritual apathy, contending for the faith
is not optional—it’s our assignment.




Cross References
* 1 Timothy 6:12 — “Fight the good fight of faith...”

* 2 Timothy 4:7 — “T have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.”
* Philippians 1:27 — “Stand fast... striving together for the faith of the gospel.”
* Acts 20:28-31 — “Savage wolves will come in among you... be on your guard!”

* Galatians 1:6-9 — “If anyone preaches another gospel... let him be accursed.”

Greek Word Study

+ Epagonizomai (¢naywvi{opon) — To contend earnestly, struggle, wrestle. Derived from athletic
and military terminology, it implies serious conflict.

* Pistis (mioig) — The faith. Refers not just to personal belief, but to the body of Christian truth—
the gospel message itself.

* Paradidomi (tapadidwp) — To deliver, entrust, hand over. The gospel has been entrusted to
the saints for safekeeping.

Questions and Answers

Q1: What does it mean to “contend for the faith”?
A: To stand firm, speak truth, resist error, and defend biblical doctrine, even when it’s unpopular.

Q2: Why must we fight for the faith today?
A: Because false teachings, moral compromise, and spiritual deception threaten to erode the gospel
from within the Church.

Q3: Can we contend and still walk in love?
A: Yes. True love speaks truth and defends what is holy. Contending is not hatred—it is commitment
to Christ.

Q4: What happens if we don’t contend?
A: Truth is lost, error spreads, and souls perish. Silence in a time of compromise is betrayal.

Q5: How do we contend without becoming proud or combative?
A: Stay rooted in the Word, led by the Spirit, and motivated by love for God and His people.

Summary

Jude’s warning is as urgent today as it was in the first century. The gospel is under attack, and every
believer is a soldier in the fight. We don’t contend with anger, but with truth, courage, and
unwavering faithfulness.



Key Lesson

The faith has been entrusted to us—not to hide it, soften it, or reshape it, but to defend it with our
lives.

Application

* Study the truth. You can’t defend what you don’t know.

* Speak up. Silence in the face of error is surrender.

* Train others. Discipleship equips the Church to stand.

* Guard your heart. Don’t let discouragement or fear keep you from battle.

* Stay humble. Fight from a place of love, not pride. Let Jesus be your example.

Chapter 46: Only the Word Transforms

Main Passage — Romans 12:2 (NLT)

“Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new
person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you,
which is good and pleasing and perfect.”

Explanation & Commentary

The world constantly presses us to conform—to think, live, and act according to its fallen standards.
But Paul tells believers to reject that mold and instead allow God’s Word to reshape their minds and
lives. The key to transformation is not effort or emotion, but renewed thinking through Scripture.

The Greek word for “transform” is metamorphoo—the same word used when Jesus was transfigured in
glory (Matthew 17:2). This isn’t surface-level change. It’s a complete internal renovation. And the
tool God uses for this deep, supernatural transformation is His Word (John 17:17).

When believers immerse themselves in Scripture, their minds are rewired to think God’s thoughts,
reject worldly lies, and embrace His will. But when the Church neglects the Word, it either conforms to
the world or substitutes spiritual hype for true growth.

The Word doesn’t just inform—it transforms. Preaching, teaching, worship, and even miracles must
flow from the foundation of the Word, or they will not produce lasting change.




Cross References

* 2 Corinthians 3:18 — “We are being transformed. .. into His image...”

* John 17:17 — “Sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy Word is truth.”

* Psalm 119:11 — “I have hidden Your Word in my heart, that I might not sin against You.”
* Colossians 3:2 — “Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.”

* Ephesians 4:23-24 — “Be renewed in the spirit of your mind... put on the new self.”

Greek Word Study

* Metamorphoo (petapop@ow) — To transform, to change form. A radical change from the
inside out—used of Christ’s transfiguration.

* Anakainosis (dvakaivooig) — Renewal. A complete renovation or fresh development,
especially of the mind.

* Syschématizo (cvoynpati{w) — To conform. To follow a pattern, to imitate the outward form or
structure of something.

Questions and Answers
Q1: How does God transform us?

A: Through the renewing of our minds—by replacing worldly thinking with His truth through
Scripture.

Q2: Why is transformation necessary?
A: Because salvation is the beginning, not the end. God calls us to become like Christ in thought,
character, and action.

Q3: What role does the Bible play in this?
A: It’s the instrument God uses to renew our minds and shape our worldview, priorities, and identity.

Q4: Can we be transformed without the Word?
A: No. Emotional experiences, traditions, or good intentions cannot substitute for the renewing power
of Scripture.

Q5: What does “knowing God’s will” depend on?
A: It flows from a renewed mind. Only those transformed by the Word can clearly discern God’s will.

Summary

Transformation isn’t cosmetic—it’s foundational. The Word of God renews our minds, shapes our
identity, and teaches us how to live. Only the Word can produce the deep change God desires.



Key Lesson

Conformity to the world is automatic—but transformation by the Word is intentional. Choose to
be changed.

Application

* Daily devetion. Let the Word wash your mind each day.

* Renew your thinking. Replace lies with God’s truth.

* Reject worldliness. Don’t let culture disciple you—Iet Christ do it through the Word.
* Be patient. Transformation is ongoing—but it is real.

* Teach others. True discipleship requires teaching others to think biblically.

Chapter 47: A Lukewarm Church Disgusts Christ
Main Passage — Revelation 3:15-16 (NLT)

“I know all the things you do, that you are neither hot nor cold. I wish that you were one or
the other! But since you are like lukewarm water, neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of
my mouth!”

Explanation & Commentary

This is one of the most sobering rebukes in all of Scripture—and it comes directly from the risen Christ
to the church at Laodicea. Jesus does not accuse them of outright heresy or gross immorality. Instead,
He condemns their lukewarmness—a spiritual complacency that is neither passionate nor repentant,
neither on fire for God nor refreshingly humble. They are comfortable, self-assured, and spiritually
dull.

The Greek word translated as “spit” (eme0) literally means to vomit. The imagery is graphic and
deliberate: Christ finds lukewarm faith repulsive. It’s not ignorance that provokes this reaction—it’s
apathy. These believers claimed to be rich and self-sufficient, but in God’s eyes, they were “wretched,
miserable, poor, blind, and naked” (v.17).

The Church today must hear this warning. Many congregations are culturally polished but spiritually
powerless—offering entertainment instead of repentance, motivational speeches instead of convicting
truth. Christ is not honored by half-hearted worship, shallow discipleship, or compromised gospel
presentations.

Jesus would rather you be cold and honest or hot and fervent—but not half-committed. Lukewarm
faith is a sign of spiritual decay, not maturity.



Cross References

* Matthew 6:24 — “You cannot serve God and mammon.”

* 2 Timothy 3:5 — “Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof...”
* Titus 1:16 — “They profess to know God, but in works they deny Him...”

* Isaiah 29:13 — “They honor Me with their lips, but their hearts are far from Me.”

* Revelation 3:19 — “As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten...”

Greek Word Study

» Zestos ({eot0¢) — Hot, fervent, boiling. Symbolizes spiritual zeal and passion for God.
* Psuchros (yvypog) — Cold. Could represent spiritual distance, yet honest and reachable.

* Chliaros (yAiapog) — Lukewarm, tepid. Spiritually indifferent, complacent, and nauseating to
God.

* Emed (épéw) — To vomit. A violent rejection—used only once in the New Testament to describe
Christ’s response to lukewarm faith.

Questions and Answers

Q1: Why does Jesus prefer hot or cold over lukewarm?
A: Because lukewarmness masks spiritual death in a cloak of religion. It’s deceptive and prideful,
unlike coldness, which still admits need.

Q2: What are signs of a lukewarm church today?
A: Worldly priorities, shallow preaching, prayerlessness, comfort over conviction, and a lack of
repentance.

Q3: Is Jesus addressing unbelievers here?
A: No. He is addressing a church—professing believers who think they are fine but are spiritually
bankrupt.

Q4: Can lukewarmness be reversed?
A: Yes, through repentance, humility, and rekindling a fervent love for Christ (see Revelation 3:19-20).

Q5: What does Christ desire instead?
A: Wholehearted devotion, honest dependence, and spiritual fervor that glorifies Him.




Summary

Lukewarm Christianity is not safe—it is sickening to Christ. The Church must repent of casual faith
and return to fervent devetion, holiness, and truth. There is no middle ground in God’s kingdom.

Key Lesson

Jesus doesn’t tolerate spiritual apathy. Lukewarm faith may satisfy culture—but it offends
Christ.

Application
» Take inventory. Is your faith hot, cold, or lukewarm?
* Repent of apathy. Confess half-heartedness and ask God to set your heart ablaze again.
* Reignite your passion. Prioritize prayer, Scripture, and bold obedience.
* Warn the Church. Share this message. Call others out of spiritual slumber.

* Live wholly for Christ. Don’t settle for comfort. Choose the fire of devotion over the ease of
compromise.

51.The Gospel Must Include Judgment — Acts 24:25

Chapter 48: The Gospel Must Include Judgment

Main Passage — Acts 24:25 (NLT)

“As he reasoned with them about righteousness and self-control and the coming day of
judgment, Felix became frightened. ‘Go away for now,’ he replied. ‘When it’s more
convenient, I’ll call for you again.’”

Explanation & Commentary

When the Apostle Paul stood before Governor Felix, he didn’t tailor his message to please the
powerful. Instead, he preached righteousness, self-control, and judgment. These are not comfortable
topics—but they are essential components of the true gospel. And Felix, though powerful, was deeply
disturbed by the truth.

Many modern presentations of the gospel highlight love, grace, and purpose—but neglect God’s
standard of holiness, the necessity of repentance, and the certainty of judgment. But Paul didn’t
compromise. He knew that the gospel is not good news unless people understand what they’re being
saved from—God’s coming wrath against sin.



The word for “judgment” in Greek is krisis, meaning a divine decision, a verdict that cannot be
overturned. Judgment is not merely an Old Testament theme—it is a central part of New Testament
preaching. Jesus Himself warned of hell more than anyone else in Scripture (Matthew 25:46; Luke
12:5).

Felix’s fear was the correct response—but he delayed repentance, like many who hear the truth and
walk away. The gospel must confront sin, not just comfort sinners. Without judgment, grace is cheap
and holiness is optional.

Cross References

* Hebrews 9:27 — “It is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment.”
* John 16:8 — “He will convict the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment.”

* Romans 2:5-6 — “God... will judge everyone according to what they have done.”
* 2 Corinthians 5:10-11 — “Knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men...”

* Revelation 20:12-15 — “The dead were judged... anyone not found in the book of life was
thrown into the lake of fire.”

Greek Word Study

* Dikaiosyné (8ikatoevn) — Righteousness. The state of moral purity required by God.
» Enkrateia (éykpatewa) — Self-control. A fruit of the Spirit and mark of a sanctified life.

* Kiisis (kplowg) — Judgment, condemnation, decision. God’s righteous response to sin. Final,
authoritative, and just.

Questions and Answers

Q1: Why must the gospel include judgment?
A: Because people need to know what they are being saved from. Without judgment, the cross has no
urgency.

Q2: Isn’t preaching judgment unloving?
A: No. Warning people of judgment is the most loving thing we can do. Jesus preached judgment—
because He came to save us from it.

Q3: What happens if we remove judgment from the gospel?
A: We create a false gospel that saves no one—one that leaves people unrepentant and unaware of their
danger.



Q4: Why was Felix afraid?
A: Because Paul’s message confronted his sin and reminded him of coming accountability. The Holy
Spirit was convicting him.

Q5: Can fear lead to repentance?
A: Yes, when it leads to reverence, brokenness, and a turning to Christ. But fear without response leads
to hardened hearts.

Summary

A gospel without judgment is not the gospel of Jesus Christ. Paul’s example shows that truth must
confront sin, call for repentance, and warn of the coming day of reckoning. Only then does grace shine
in all its glory.

Key Lesson

You cannot preach salvation if you do not preach what people are being saved from—judgment.

Application

* Don’t soften the gospel. Include righteousness, repentance, and judgment with love and
boldness.

* Preach with urgency. Judgment is coming. Time is short.
* Live righteously. You will stand before Christ. Let your life reflect readiness.
» Call sinners to respond. Don’t just inform them—urge them to repent.

* Pray for boldness. Like Paul, be unafraid to declare the whole counsel of God—even to kings.

Chapter 49: Time is Short

Main Passage — 1 Corinthians 7:29 (NLT)

“But let me say this, dear brothers and sisters: The time that remains is very short. So from
now on, those with wives should not focus only on their marriage.”

Explanation & Commentary

Paul’s words are sobering. He wasn’t diminishing the value of marriage or relationships—he was
emphasizing urgency. The Greek word for “short” here is sustello, meaning to draw together, to be



contracted, to shrink. Paul is sounding the alarm: this present world is fading fast, and believers
must live like eternity is near.

Paul is reminding the Church to live with a heavenly mindset, not an earthly one. This verse is part of
a larger message encouraging undivided devotion to the Lord (1 Cor. 7:32-35). While life goes on—
marriage, mourning, rejoicing, working—we must not let these things dull our spiritual alertness.

Time is short for two reasons:

1. Our lives are brief — “What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then
vanishes” (James 4:14).

2. Jesus is returning soon — “The end of all things is near...” (1 Peter 4:7).

Too many Christians live as if tomorrow is guaranteed. But time is a vapor, and eternity is forever.
Paul is calling the Church to urgency, focus, and eternal priorities.

Cross References

* James 4:14 — “Your life is like the morning fog—it’s here a little while, then it’s gone.”

* Romans 13:11 — “Now is the time to wake up from your sleep. Salvation is nearer now than
when we first believed.”
* 1 Peter 4:7 — “The end of all things is near.”

* Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 — “For everything there is a season... a time to be born and a time to die...’

* Luke 12:20 — “You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you...”

Greek Word Study
* Sustelld (cveTéAAw) — To shorten, contract, compress. Implies a shrinking window of
opportunity.
» Kairos (koupog) — A specific appointed time or season. Not just chronological, but spiritually

significant.

* Paragd (ntapayw) — To pass by or pass away. Used of things that are transient and quickly
vanishing (see 1 John 2:17).

Questions and Answers

Q1: What does Paul mean by “time is short”?
A: That the current season of opportunity to serve Christ is rapidly closing—whether by death,
persecution, or Christ’s return.



Q2: Does this mean we abandon responsibilities like marriage or work?
A: No. It means we don’t idolize them or let them distract from eternal purposes. Use every role to
glorify God.

Q3: Why is urgency important in the Christian life?
A: Because souls are perishing, time is fleeting, and we will give account for how we used our lives.

Q4: What’s the danger of forgetting that time is short?
A: Spiritual laziness, misplaced priorities, and missed opportunities for kingdom impact.

Q5: How should this change how we live daily?
A: We should live each day as if it were our last—with boldness, urgency, holiness, and eternal
purpose.

Summary

Paul calls believers to live with the end in mind. This world is temporary. Our lives are short. Eternity
is long. Don’t get entangled in the temporary and miss your eternal calling. Time is short—use it
wisely.

Key Lesson

Live like time is running out—because it is. Every moment counts for eternity.

Application
* Reorder your priorities. What matters most? What’s eternal?
* Let go of distractions. Don’t let temporary things keep you from kingdom impact.
*  Witness boldly. Today might be someone’s last chance to hear the gospel.
* Serve now. Don’t delay obedience. Tomorrow isn’t promised.

* Live ready. Whether Christ comes today or you go to Him, be found faithful.

[] Conclusion

The Truth That Costs Something

The gospel preached in the early Church was not soft, sanitized, or tailored for comfort—it was
convicting, costly, and uncompromising. It demanded repentance, produced holiness, warned of
judgment, and called people to deny themselves and follow Christ no matter the cost.

This is the Bible many churches avoid today—not because it has changed, but because we have
changed. We've traded fire for fog machines, altars for stages, and truth for tolerance. But the



unchanging Word of God still cries out from every page, calling us back to the narrow way, the cross-
shaped life, and the purity of the gospel.

This book has walked you through fifty powerful truths that are often neglected, ignored, or silenced in
pulpits. But now that you’ve read them, the responsibility rests with you. Will you live by these
truths? Will you proclaim them? Will you stand for them, even when it costs?

We are not called to edit God’s Word—we are called to preach it, defend it, and live it.

The world doesn’t need a weaker gospel—it needs a true one.

@ Study Guide: Review & Reflection Questions

Use this guide individually or in group study to reflect, discuss, and apply the themes of each chapter.

Section 1: The Forgotten Foundations (Ch. 1-10)

* What do these chapters reveal about the seriousness of sin and judgment?
* How does understanding God’s wrath shape our view of grace?

[T Reflection: Have you ever believed a version of the gospel that excluded judgment? How did this
book correct that?

Section 2: The Narrow Path (Ch. 11-20)

* What does it mean to walk the “narrow way”?
* Why is holiness not optional in the life of a believer?

[T Reflection: In what ways has God called you to deeper holiness?

Section 3: Exposing the Counterfeit (Ch. 21-30)

* What are the marks of false teachers and false revivals?
* How can we develop discernment in an age of deception?

7 Reflection: What modern messages or ministries have you seen that match the warnings in these
chapters?

Section 4: The Apostolic Model (Ch. 31-40)

* What characterized the early church’s preaching and lifestyle?



* How is today’s church different—and why does it matter?

[T Reflection: Are there practices from Acts the Church should recover? Which ones most impacted
you?

Section 5: Preparing for War (Ch. 41-50)

* What spiritual posture must believers adopt in the last days?
* How does the urgency of time shape your daily priorities?

[ Reflection: Are you living with urgency or comfort? What’s one thing you need to “come out
from” today?

J\ Final Challenge
Read Jude 1:3 again:
“I am urging you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to God’s holy

people.”

This is your charge. Preach the truth no matter the cost. Live the Word no matter the culture. And
never be ashamed of the gospel that saves.

Dr. Paul Crawford is more than just a Christian Author; His books are a source of
inspiration and guidance on your spiritual journey. His books are created with a
deep sense of faith and a desire to uplift and inspire all who read.






	Chapters 1–10: Forgotten Foundations
	Chapters 11–20: Truths That Offend
	Chapters 21–30: What the Early Church Believed
	Chapters 31–40: Misunderstood Messages
	Chapters 41–50: Urgency for Today
	Chapter 1: The Fear of the Lord
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Connection (New Testament)
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 2: God’s Judgment is Real
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 3: Grace Before Repentance
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 4: Sin Separates from God
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Hebrew Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 5: The Narrow Way
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 6: The Wrath of God
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 7: Not All Who Say “Lord”
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 8: Holiness Without Which No Man Shall See God
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 9: God Hates Sin
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Hebrew Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 10: The Cost of Discipleship
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 11: Jesus Came with a Sword
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 12: God’s Law Still Matters
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 13: Hell is Real and Eternal
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 14: There Is One Way to God
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 15: The Deceitfulness of Sin
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 16: The World Hates the Truth
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 17: False Teachers Abound
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 18: Not All Suffering Is Satanic
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Hebrew Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 19: The Church Needs Purging
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 20: Judgment Begins at God’s House
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 21: They Preached Repentance
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 22: They Lived Holy Lives
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 23: They Were Persecuted
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 24: They Had No Prosperity Gospel
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 25: They Took Sin Seriously
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 26: They Expected Suffering
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 27: They Waited for Christ’s Return
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 28: They Warned of Apostasy
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 29: They Preached the Cross
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 30: They Died to Themselves
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 31: God’s Grace is Not a License to Sin
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 32: Faith Without Works is Dead
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 33: Jesus Spoke More on Hell Than Heaven
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 34: God’s Love Is Conditional in Covenant
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 35: The Heart is Deceitful
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Hebrew Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 36: Self-Denial Is Commanded
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 37: The Flesh Must Be Crucified
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 38: God Calls for Righteous Judgment
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 39: Scripture Interprets Scripture
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Hebrew Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 40: God’s Word Divides
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 41: Many Will Fall Away
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 42: The Great Falling Away is Here
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 43: End-Time Deception Is Strong
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 44: Not Every Revival Is from God
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 45: We Must Contend for the Faith
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 46: Only the Word Transforms
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 47: A Lukewarm Church Disgusts Christ
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 48: The Gospel Must Include Judgment
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	Chapter 49: Time is Short
	Explanation & Commentary
	Cross References
	Greek Word Study
	Questions and Answers
	Summary
	Key Lesson
	Application

	📖 Conclusion
	🧠 Study Guide: Review & Reflection Questions
	Section 1: The Forgotten Foundations (Ch. 1–10)
	Section 2: The Narrow Path (Ch. 11–20)
	Section 3: Exposing the Counterfeit (Ch. 21–30)
	Section 4: The Apostolic Model (Ch. 31–40)
	Section 5: Preparing for War (Ch. 41–50)

	🙏 Final Challenge

