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Introduction 

Isaiah Chapter 1 opens with one of the strongest prophetic indictments in Scripture. 

God speaks against: 

Rebellion. 

Empty religion. 

Corrupt leadership. 

Injustice. 

Idolatry. 

Hypocrisy. 

The chapter begins with a courtroom-like summons: 

“Hear, O heavens, and listen, O earth!”

God has raised His people. 

He has cared for them. 

He has sustained them. 

Yet they have rebelled. 

Isaiah pictures Judah as spiritually diseased from head to foot. 

Their worship continues. 

Their sacrifices continue. 

Their festivals continue. 

Their prayers continue. 

But God rejects them because their hearts and lives remain corrupt. 

This is one of the great warnings of Isaiah 1: 

Religious activity cannot substitute for repentance.

God does not ask merely for more ceremonies. 

He says: 

“Wash yourselves.”

“Stop doing wrong.”

“Learn to do good.”

“Seek justice.”

Then comes one of the most beautiful invitations in the chapter: 

“Come now, let us reason together.”

Scarlet sin can become white as snow. 

Crimson guilt can become like wool. 

Judgment is real. 

But mercy is offered. 

The chapter also shows that repentance must affect how people treat others. 

God specifically mentions: 

The oppressed. 

The fatherless. 

The widow. 

Righteousness is not merely ceremonial. 

It is ethical. 

It changes conduct. 

The central truth of Isaiah 1 is: 

God rejects outward religion without inward repentance, but He graciously calls sinners to turn from evil, practice justice, receive cleansing, and return to faithful obedience before judgment comes.




I. ISAIAH RECEIVES A VISION 

CONCERNING JUDAH 

 

Isaiah 1:1 — The Prophet and His Times 

“This is the vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and 

Jerusalem during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.”

Isaiah’s ministry covered a significant period of Judah’s history. 

He prophesied during the reigns of: 

Uzziah. 

Jotham. 

Ahaz. 

Hezekiah. 

These were years of: 

Political change. 

Spiritual decline. 

Foreign threats. 

Periods of reform. 

Periods of rebellion. 

Isaiah’s message concerns especially: 

Judah. 

Jerusalem. 

Cross References 

2 Kings 15:1

Azariah, also called Uzziah, became king of Judah during the reign of Jeroboam king of Israel. 

2 Chronicles 26:1

The people of Judah made Uzziah king after the death of his father Amaziah, and he began his reign while still young. 

Hosea 1:1

The word of the Lord came to Hosea during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah of Judah and during the reign of Jeroboam in Israel. 

Spiritual Principle 

God speaks into real history. 

Prophecy is not detached from actual people, rulers, sins, and consequences. 

 

II. GOD CALLS HEAVEN AND EARTH AS 

WITNESSES 

 

Isaiah 1:2 — Rebellious Children 

“Hear, O heavens, and listen, O earth! For the Lord has spoken: ‘I raised children and 

brought them up, but they have rebelled against Me.’”

God presents the case against His people. 

He had: 

Raised them. 

Provided for them. 

Protected them. 

Loved them. 

Yet they rebelled. 

Their sin is not presented merely as breaking rules. 

It is betrayal of relationship. 

Cross References 

Deuteronomy 32:1

Moses called the heavens to listen and the earth to hear as he spoke the words God had given him. 

Deuteronomy 32:5

God’s people corrupted themselves and acted in a way unworthy of children who belonged to Him, becoming morally twisted and unfaithful. 

Micah 6:2

The mountains and enduring foundations of the earth are called to hear the Lord’s case against His people because He has a controversy with them. 

Spiritual Principle 

Sin is rebellion against the God who has shown goodness. 

Key Truth 

The seriousness of sin is seen more clearly when we remember who God is and what He has done. 

 

III. ANIMALS SHOW MORE RECOGNITION 

THAN GOD’S PEOPLE 

 

Isaiah 1:3 — Israel Does Not Understand 

“Even the ox knows its owner, and the donkey its master’s manger, but Israel does not 

know Me; My people do not understand.”

The comparison is devastating. 

An ox recognizes its owner. 

A donkey knows where it is fed. 

But Israel does not recognize the God who: 

Created them. 

Delivered them. 

Fed them. 

Protected them. 

Their problem is spiritual blindness. 

Cross References 

Jeremiah 8:7

Even birds recognize the seasons appointed for them, but God’s people fail to understand the judgments and ways of the Lord. 

Deuteronomy 32:15

Israel became prosperous and satisfied, then abandoned the God who made them and treated lightly the Rock who saved them. 

Jeremiah 2:8

The priests failed to ask where the Lord was, those handling the law did not truly know Him, rulers rebelled, and prophets pursued what could not help. 

Spiritual Principle 

Religious knowledge is not the same as truly knowing God. 

IV. JUDAH HAS ABANDONED THE HOLY 

ONE 

 

Isaiah 1:4 — A Nation Loaded with Guilt 

“Oh, sinful nation, a people weighed down with guilt, offspring of evildoers, children 

who act corruptly! They have abandoned the Lord; they have despised the Holy One 

of Israel; they have turned their backs on Him.”

Isaiah piles description upon description. 

Sinful nation. 

Burdened with guilt. 

Corrupt children. 

Forsakers of God. 

Despisers of the Holy One. 

This is not accidental weakness. 

It is continuing rebellion. 

Cross References 

Jeremiah 2:13

God says His people committed two evils: they abandoned Him, the fountain of living water, and tried to create broken containers that could hold no water. 

Deuteronomy 32:15

After becoming prosperous, Israel turned away from the God who created and saved them. 

2 Chronicles 29:6

Hezekiah said that previous generations had been unfaithful, turned away from the Lord, and refused to seek Him faithfully. 

Spiritual Principle 

Sin always moves away from God, even when religious forms remain. 




V. CONTINUED REBELLION BRINGS 

CONTINUED CONSEQUENCES 

 

Isaiah 1:5 — The Whole Head Is Sick 

“Why should you be beaten anymore? You only continue to rebel. The whole head is 

sick, and the whole heart is faint.”

God asks: 

Why continue? 

Judgment has already come. 

Yet repentance has not. 

The nation is pictured as a sick body. 

Head: 

Sick. 

Heart: 

Weak. 

Sin has affected the whole person and the whole society. 

Cross References 

Jeremiah 5:3

God disciplined the people, but they refused correction. They hardened themselves and would not return to Him. 

2 Chronicles 28:22

During his time of distress, King Ahaz became even more unfaithful to the Lord rather than repenting. 

Amos 4:6

God brought hardship upon Israel, yet repeatedly they refused to return to Him. 

Spiritual Principle 

Suffering alone does not produce repentance. 

The heart must respond. 




VI. THE NATION IS COVERED WITH 

WOUNDS 

 

Isaiah 1:6 — Untreated Spiritual Sickness 

“From the sole of the foot to the top of the head, there is no health—only wounds, 

bruises, and sores, not cleansed, bandaged, or treated with oil.”

The picture becomes graphic. 

The nation is covered with untreated injuries. 

This represents: 

Sin. 

Consequences. 

Moral corruption. 

Spiritual ruin. 

Nothing has been properly treated. 

Cross References 

Jeremiah 30:12

God describes the people’s wound as serious and their injury as severe because of persistent rebellion. 

Psalm 38:3

The psalmist says his body has no soundness because of God’s discipline and his sin has robbed him of peace. 

Jeremiah 6:14

False leaders treated the people’s deep spiritual wound as though it were minor, saying “Peace” when there was no true peace. 

Spiritual Principle 

A shallow treatment cannot heal a deep spiritual wound. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Sin must be dealt with honestly before healing can begin. 




VII. JUDAH EXPERIENCES DEVASTATION 

 

Isaiah 1:7 — The Land Is Desolate 

“Your land is desolate, your cities are burned with fire; foreigners devour your fields 

before your eyes, a wasteland, overthrown by strangers.”

Sin has consequences beyond the private life. 

The nation experiences: 

Destruction. 

Foreign invasion. 

Economic loss. 

Burned cities. 

Ruined land. 

Cross References 

2 Kings 18:13

During Hezekiah’s reign, the Assyrian king attacked the fortified cities of Judah and captured many of them. 

Micah 1:6

God declared that Samaria would become a heap of ruins, its foundations exposed and its destruction visible. 

Leviticus 26:33

God warned that persistent covenant rebellion would lead to scattering among the nations and desolation of the land. 

Spiritual Principle 

Persistent rebellion eventually produces visible consequences. 

 

VIII. ZION IS LEFT VULNERABLE 

 

Isaiah 1:8 — A Hut in a Field 

“The daughter of Zion is left like a shelter in a vineyard, like a hut in a field of melons, 

like a city under siege.”

Jerusalem is pictured as: 

Isolated. 

Exposed. 

Vulnerable. 

A temporary hut in a field has little protection. 

The once glorious city is surrounded. 

Cross References 

Lamentations 2:1

Jerusalem is pictured as brought down from glory under the weight of divine judgment. 

Micah 3:12

Because of corrupt leadership and sin, Zion would be plowed like a field and Jerusalem reduced to ruins. 

Lamentations 5:18

Mount Zion is described as desolate because of the devastation brought upon the city. 

Spiritual Principle 

What appears secure can become vulnerable when God’s protection is rejected. 

 

IX. A REMNANT SURVIVES BY GOD’S 

MERCY 

 

Isaiah 1:9 — Not Completely Destroyed 

“If the Lord of hosts had not left us a few survivors, we would have become like 

Sodom, we would have been like Gomorrah.”

Judah deserves complete judgment. 

Yet: 

Some survive. 

Why? 

Mercy. 

The existence of a remnant is evidence of grace. 

Cross References 

Romans 9:29

Paul quotes Isaiah to show that if the Lord had not preserved a remnant, God’s people would have been completely destroyed like Sodom and Gomorrah. 

Genesis 19:24

The Lord brought devastating judgment upon Sodom and Gomorrah because of their wickedness. 

Lamentations 3:22

Because of the Lord’s faithful mercy, His people are not completely consumed; His compassion does not come to an end. 

Spiritual Principle 

Survival is sometimes not evidence of innocence. 

It is evidence of mercy. 

 

X. GOD COMPARES JUDAH TO SODOM 

AND GOMORRAH 

 

Isaiah 1:10 — Hear the Word of the Lord 

“Hear the word of the Lord, you rulers of Sodom; listen to the law of our God, you 

people of Gomorrah!”

Isaiah is speaking to Judah and Jerusalem. 

Yet he calls them: 

Sodom. 

Gomorrah. 

The comparison shows how corrupt they have become. 

Religious heritage has not protected them from moral decay. 

Cross References 

Genesis 19:1

The angels entered Sodom and encountered a city already marked by deep corruption. 

Deuteronomy 32:32

Moses compared corrupt Israel to vines connected with Sodom and Gomorrah, producing poisoned fruit. 

Ezekiel 16:46

Ezekiel also compared Jerusalem’s corruption with that of Sodom and other wicked cities. 

Spiritual Principle 

Religious identity cannot replace righteous character. 

XI. GOD REJECTS SACRIFICES WITHOUT 

 

REPENTANCE 

 

Isaiah 1:11 — Religious Offerings Without Obedience 

“‘What is the purpose of your many sacrifices to Me?’ says the Lord. ‘I am full of the 

burnt offerings of rams and the fat of well-fed cattle. I take no pleasure in the blood of 

bulls, lambs, or goats.’”

The problem is not that God never commanded sacrifices. 

He did. 

The problem is: 

Sacrifice without repentance. 

Ritual without righteousness. 

Worship without obedience. 

Cross References 

Amos 5:21

God says He hates and rejects religious festivals when they are separated from justice and faithful obedience. 

Psalm 51:16

David recognizes that outward sacrifice alone cannot substitute for a truly broken and repentant heart. 

1 Samuel 15:22

Samuel tells Saul that obeying God is better than sacrifice and listening to Him is better than offering religious gifts. 

Spiritual Principle 

God does not accept outward worship as a substitute for inward obedience. 

Key Truth 

Religious activity cannot bribe God into overlooking sin. 




XII. GOD REJECTS EMPTY ATTENDANCE 

 

Isaiah 1:12 — Trampling the Courts 

“When you come to appear before Me, who has required this of you—this trampling 

of My courts?”

The people are still appearing at worship. 

But God describes it as: 

Trampling. 

Their presence means little because their hearts remain unchanged. 

Cross References 

Micah 6:6

Micah asks what a person should bring before God and whether outward offerings alone can satisfy Him. 

Micah 6:7

Even enormous religious sacrifices cannot replace the obedience and righteousness God requires. 

Psalm 50:8

God says the issue is not merely the number of sacrifices being offered, because religious offerings alone do not prove faithfulness. 

Spiritual Principle 

Church attendance, ceremonies, and outward worship mean little if the life continually rejects God. 

 

XIII. GOD HATES HYPOCRITICAL 

WORSHIP 

 

Isaiah 1:13 — Meaningless Offerings 

“Stop bringing meaningless offerings! Your incense is detestable to Me. New moons, 

Sabbaths, and convocations—I cannot bear your wicked assemblies.”

The shocking phrase is: 

“Your wicked assemblies.”

The gathering is religious. 

But the people are corrupt. 

God does not separate worship from lifestyle. 

Cross References 

Malachi 1:10

God says He would rather the temple doors be closed than have corrupt worship continually offered without reverence. 

Amos 5:22

God rejects burnt offerings and grain offerings when people refuse to live righteously. 

Hosea 8:13

The people continue offering sacrifices, but God does not accept them because He remembers their sin and rebellion. 

Spiritual Principle 

Worship that ignores repentance becomes offensive rather than pleasing. 

 

XIV. RELIGIOUS FESTIVALS BECOME A 

BURDEN 

 

Isaiah 1:14 — God Is Weary of Their Religion 

“Your new moon feasts and your appointed festivals My soul hates. They have become 

a burden to Me; I am weary of bearing them.”

The people may believe: 

God must be pleased. 

The ceremonies are continuing. 

But God says: 

I hate them. 

Why? 

Because ritual is being used to cover rebellion. 

Cross References 

Amos 8:5

The people outwardly observe religious days while inwardly waiting for opportunities to return to dishonest business and exploitation. 

Hosea 2:11

God declares that He will bring an end to Israel’s festivals, appointed feasts, and other religious celebrations because of unfaithfulness. 

Lamentations 2:6

Under judgment, the place of worship and appointed gatherings are brought to an end. 

Spiritual Principle 

External religion becomes empty when the heart belongs elsewhere. 

 

XV. GOD REFUSES HYPOCRITICAL 

PRAYER 

 

Isaiah 1:15 — Hands Full of Blood 

“When you spread out your hands in prayer, I will hide My eyes from you. Even 

though you multiply prayers, I will not listen. Your hands are full of blood.”

The people pray. 

Repeatedly. 

At length. 

But God refuses to hear. 

Why? 

Their hands are full of blood. 

Their worship contradicts their lives. 

Cross References 

Micah 3:4

Corrupt leaders will eventually cry to the Lord, but He will not answer because of the evil they deliberately practiced. 

Jeremiah 14:12

Even when the people fast and pray, God says He will not accept their worship while rebellion continues. 

Proverbs 1:28

Those who continually reject wisdom may eventually call after consequences come, but the opportunity they despised will have passed. 

Spiritual Principle 

Prayer is not a substitute for repentance. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Do not ask God to bless what He has already commanded you to forsake. 

 

XVI. GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO 

CLEANSING 

 

Isaiah 1:16 — Stop Doing Evil 

“Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean. Remove your evil deeds from My sight. 

Stop doing wrong.”

God now gives the remedy. 

Notice the verbs: 

Wash. 

Clean. 

Remove. 

Stop. 

Repentance requires change. 

Cross References 

Jeremiah 4:14

Jerusalem is called to wash evil from the heart so that deliverance may come and sinful thoughts no longer rule within. 

Psalm 51:2

David asks God to wash him thoroughly from guilt and cleanse him from sin. 

James 4:8

Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands from sinful actions and purify your divided hearts. 

Spiritual Principle 

Repentance turns away from evil instead of merely feeling bad about it. 

XVII. TRUE REPENTANCE PRODUCES 

JUSTICE 

 

Isaiah 1:17 — Learn to Do Good 

“Learn to do good. Seek justice. Defend the oppressed. Take up the cause of the 

fatherless. Plead the case of the widow.”

Repentance includes both: 

Stopping evil. 

And: 

Doing good. 

The people must pursue: 

Justice. 

Protection for the vulnerable. 

Care for orphans. 

Advocacy for widows. 

Cross References 

Micah 6:8

God has shown what is good: practice justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with Him. 

James 1:27

Pure religion includes caring for orphans and widows in their distress and refusing to be corrupted by the world. 

Zechariah 7:9

God commands His people to administer true justice and show mercy and compassion to one another. 

Spiritual Principle 

True worship changes how we treat vulnerable people. 

Key Truth 

Godly repentance has social consequences. 




XVIII. GOD INVITES SINNERS TO 

CLEANSING 

 

Isaiah 1:18 — Scarlet Made White 

“‘Come now, let us reason together,’ says the Lord. ‘Though your sins are like scarlet, 

they shall be as white as snow. Though they are red like crimson, they shall become 

like wool.’”

This is one of the great gospel-like invitations of the Old Testament. 

Sin is: 

Scarlet. 

Crimson. 

Deeply stained. 

Yet God offers: 

Snow-like cleansing. 

Wool-like purity. 

The emphasis is grace. 

Cross References 

Psalm 51:7

David asks God to cleanse him completely so that he becomes clean and spiritually whiter than snow. 

1 John 1:9

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and righteous to forgive us and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Micah 7:18

Micah declares that no God compares with the Lord, who forgives sin, passes over rebellion, and delights in faithful mercy rather than remaining angry forever. 

Spiritual Principle 

No stain of sin is stronger than God’s cleansing mercy. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

God does not merely expose sin. 

He offers cleansing. 

XIX. WILLING OBEDIENCE BRINGS 

BLESSING 

 

Isaiah 1:19 — Eat the Good of the Land 

“If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the good things of the land.”

God sets before Judah a choice. 

Willingness. 

Obedience. 

Blessing. 

This reflects covenant language. 

Cross References 

Deuteronomy 28:1

God promised Israel that careful obedience to His commands would bring covenant blessing. 

Deuteronomy 28:2

When Israel obeyed the Lord, covenant blessings would come upon them and accompany them. 

Leviticus 26:3

God promised blessing if His people walked according to His commands and faithfully obeyed Him. 

Spiritual Principle 

Biblical obedience involves both: 

The will. 

And: 

The action. 

 

XX. REBELLION BRINGS JUDGMENT 

 

Isaiah 1:20 — The Sword Awaits the Rebellious 

“But if you resist and rebel, you will be devoured by the sword. For the mouth of the 

Lord has spoken.”

The contrast is sharp. 

Verse 19: 

Obedience. 

Blessing. 

Verse 20: 

Rebellion. 

Judgment. 

God’s warning is certain because: 

He has spoken. 

Cross References 

Deuteronomy 28:15

God warned that refusing to obey His commands would bring covenant curses and judgment. 

Leviticus 26:25

Persistent rebellion would result in the sword and national judgment under the covenant. 

Jeremiah 9:13

God explains that judgment comes because the people abandoned His law and refused to obey His voice. 

Spiritual Principle 

God’s mercy should never be interpreted as permission to continue rebelling. 

 

XXI. THE FAITHFUL CITY HAS BECOME 

UNFAITHFUL 

 

Isaiah 1:21 — Jerusalem’s Moral Collapse 

“How the faithful city has become a prostitute! She was once full of justice; 

righteousness lived in her, but now—murderers.”

Jerusalem once had: 

Justice. 

Righteousness. 

Faithfulness. 

Now: 

Corruption. 

Violence. 

Spiritual adultery. 

The contrast is tragic. 

Cross References 

Jeremiah 2:20

God describes Judah as breaking covenant faithfulness and pursuing spiritual unfaithfulness like an adulterous partner. 

Ezekiel 23:4

Ezekiel uses the imagery of two unfaithful sisters to describe Samaria and Jerusalem’s spiritual adultery. 

Hosea 4:1

God brings charges against the land because truth, faithfulness, and knowledge of Him have disappeared. 

Spiritual Principle 

Past faithfulness does not excuse present corruption. 

 

XXII. WHAT WAS VALUABLE HAS 

BECOME CORRUPTED 

 

Isaiah 1:22 — Silver to Dross 

“Your silver has become dross, your wine diluted with water.”

Silver represents value. 

Dross is impurity. 

Wine diluted with water is weakened. 

Everything that should have remained strong has become corrupted. 

Cross References 

Ezekiel 22:18

God compares His corrupt people to worthless dross mixed into precious metal. 

Jeremiah 6:28

The people are described as stubborn rebels who spread corruption and refuse refinement. 

Proverbs 25:4

Remove the impurities from silver, and the metal can then be prepared for the craftsman’s work. 

Spiritual Principle 

Sin corrupts what was originally valuable. 

 

XXIII. LEADERSHIP HAS BECOME 

CORRUPT 

 

Isaiah 1:23 — Bribes Instead of Justice 

“Your rulers are rebels, companions of thieves. Everyone loves a bribe and chases 

after rewards. They do not defend the orphan, and the widow’s case never comes 

before them.”

Isaiah condemns leadership corruption. 

The rulers: 

Take bribes. 

Associate with thieves. 

Ignore orphans. 

Refuse widows justice. 

Their sin is both: 

Personal. 

Institutional. 

Cross References 

Micah 3:11

Jerusalem’s leaders judge for bribes, priests teach for payment, and prophets speak for money while pretending God guarantees their safety. 

Micah 7:3

Leaders and judges pursue evil for personal gain, asking for bribes and joining together in corruption. 

Ezekiel 22:27

The rulers are compared to wolves tearing prey, shedding blood and destroying lives for dishonest gain. 

Spiritual Principle 

Leadership becomes corrupt when personal profit becomes more important than justice. 

Key Truth 

God judges leaders not merely for what they personally do, but for how they use authority. 

 

XXIV. GOD ANNOUNCES JUDGMENT 

 

Isaiah 1:24 — The Mighty One of Israel Speaks 

“Therefore the Lord, the Lord of hosts, the Mighty One of Israel, declares: ‘Ah! I will 

vent My wrath on My enemies and avenge Myself on My foes.’”

God now announces action. 

The people who claimed to belong to Him have become aligned with rebellion. 

Judgment will come. 

Cross References 

Ezekiel 5:13

God declares that His righteous anger will be completed against persistent rebellion until the seriousness of sin is understood. 

Deuteronomy 32:41

God says He will bring justice against His adversaries and repay those who persist in opposition. 

Ezekiel 22:31

God says He will pour out judgment against corruption and hold people accountable for their evil ways. 

Spiritual Principle 

God’s patience does not eliminate His justice. 

 

XXV. GOD’S JUDGMENT WILL ALSO 

REFINE 

 

Isaiah 1:25 — Removing the Dross 

“I will turn My hand against you; I will thoroughly purge away your impurities and 

remove all your dross.”

Judgment here has a refining purpose. 

God will: 

Remove impurity. 

Burn away corruption. 

Cleanse what has been polluted. 

Cross References 

Malachi 3:2

The Lord’s coming is compared with a refiner’s fire and cleansing soap because His holiness exposes and purifies. 

Malachi 3:3

God will sit like a refiner of precious metal, purifying His people so they can offer what is right before Him. 

Zechariah 13:9

God says He will bring a remnant through refining fire, test them like precious metal, and restore covenant fellowship with them. 

Spiritual Principle 

God’s discipline may be severe because His purpose is holiness. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

God sometimes removes what we would rather keep because it is destroying what He intends to restore. 

 

XXVI. GOD PROMISES RESTORATION 

 

Isaiah 1:26 — The Faithful City Restored 

“I will restore your judges as in the beginning, and your counselors as at first. 

Afterward you will be called the City of Righteousness, the Faithful City.”

Judgment is not the final word. 

God promises: 

Restored leadership. 

Restored justice. 

Restored righteousness. 

Restored reputation. 

The city once called unfaithful will again be called: 

Faithful. 

Cross References 

Jeremiah 33:7

God promises to restore His people from captivity and rebuild them as they were before. 

Zechariah 8:3

God promises to return to Zion, and Jerusalem will again be called the City of Truth and Faithfulness. 

Amos 9:11

God promises to raise up what has fallen, repair its breaches, and restore what has been ruined. 

Spiritual Principle 

God’s goal is not merely to expose corruption. 

He also restores what repentance and grace make new. 

 

XXVII. ZION WILL BE REDEEMED WITH 

JUSTICE 

 

Isaiah 1:27 — Redemption and Righteousness 

“Zion will be redeemed with justice, her repentant ones with righteousness.”

Restoration is not sentimental. 

It is joined with: 

Justice. 

Righteousness. 

Repentance. 

God does not redeem by pretending sin never mattered. 

Cross References 

Romans 11:26

Paul speaks of God’s future saving work and points to the promised Deliverer who removes ungodliness. 

Romans 11:27

God’s covenant promise includes the removal and forgiveness of sin. 

Psalm 51:14

David asks God to deliver him from bloodguiltiness so he can joyfully proclaim God’s righteousness. Spiritual Principle 

Grace does not cancel righteousness. 

Grace restores sinners to righteousness. 

 

XXVIII. REBELLION WILL END IN 

DESTRUCTION 

 

Isaiah 1:28 — Those Who Forsake the Lord Will Perish 

“But rebels and sinners together will be crushed, and those who forsake the Lord will 

perish.”

The chapter repeatedly presents two paths. 

Repentance. 

Rebellion. 

Those who reject God’s mercy remain under judgment. 

Cross References 

Psalm 1:6

The Lord watches over the way of the righteous, but the path chosen by the wicked ultimately leads to ruin. 

Proverbs 1:31

Those who reject wisdom will eventually experience the consequences produced by their own choices. 

Amos 9:10

Those who persist in sin and assume judgment will never reach them will fall under the judgment they denied. 

Spiritual Principle 

The invitation to repentance must be taken seriously because judgment is real. 

 

XXIX. IDOLATRY WILL END IN SHAME 

 

Isaiah 1:29 — The Oaks and Gardens 

“For you will be ashamed of the sacred oaks you desired; you will be embarrassed 

because of the gardens you chose.”

The people had used: 

Trees. 

Gardens. 

High places. 

As sites of idolatrous worship. 

What once attracted them will eventually shame them. 

Cross References 

Hosea 4:13

The people practiced idolatry under trees and in elevated places, pursuing false worship instead of covenant faithfulness. 

Deuteronomy 12:2

Israel was commanded to destroy the places where pagan nations worshiped idols on mountains, hills, and under spreading trees. 

Ezekiel 6:13

God says the people will recognize His judgment where their idols and false worship had filled the land. 

Spiritual Principle 

Sin eventually makes us ashamed of what once attracted us. 

 

XXX. IDOLATRY PRODUCES SPIRITUAL 

DRYNESS 

 

Isaiah 1:30 — An Oak with Fading Leaves 

“You will be like an oak with fading leaves, like a garden without water.”

Earlier, the people desired sacred oaks and gardens. 

Now they become like: 

A dying tree. 

A dry garden. 

Idolatry promises life. 

It produces dryness. 

Cross References 

Psalm 1:3

The righteous person is like a tree planted beside streams of water, fruitful and healthy because of continual nourishment. 

Jeremiah 17:8

The person who trusts the Lord is like a tree beside water, remaining green and fruitful even during heat and drought. 

James 1:11

Human glory fades like grass and flowers under the heat of the sun, reminding us of life’s temporary nature. 

Spiritual Principle 

Whatever replaces God eventually leaves the soul dry. 

Key Truth 

False gods promise fruitfulness but produce barrenness. 

 

XXXI. THE STRONG AND HIS WORK WILL 

BURN TOGETHER 

 

Isaiah 1:31 — No One Will Quench the Fire 

“The strong will become like tinder, and their work like a spark; both will burn 

together, with no one to quench the fire.”

The chapter ends with judgment. 

Human strength will not save. 

Human works will not save. 

The strong person becomes: 

Tinder. 

His work becomes: 

A spark. 

Together: 

They burn. 

Cross References 

Amos 2:9

God reminds Israel that even strong enemies could not stand when He judged them, because human strength is powerless before Him. 

Obadiah 1:18

God says judgment will consume the wicked like fire consuming dry stubble. 

Nahum 1:10

God’s enemies are pictured as dry thorns ready to be completely consumed by judgment. 

Spiritual Principle 

Human strength cannot protect rebellion from divine judgment. 

 

XXXII. EIGHT GREAT LESSONS FROM 

ISAIAH 1 

 

1. Sin Is Rebellion Against a Loving God 

Israel is pictured as children rebelling against the One who raised them. 

Principle: 

Sin is more than breaking law; it is rejecting God’s rightful authority and goodness.

 

2. Sin Produces Spiritual Sickness 

The whole body is wounded. 

Principle: 

Sin eventually affects every part of life.

 

3. Religious Activity Cannot Replace Repentance 

The people sacrifice, gather, celebrate, and pray. 

God rejects it. 

Principle: 

God wants obedience more than religious performance.

4. True Repentance Changes Conduct 

God says: 

Stop doing evil. 

Learn to do good. 

Seek justice. 

Principle: 

Repentance produces visible fruit.

 

5. God Offers Cleansing 

Scarlet can become white as snow. 

Principle: 

No sinner is beyond God’s mercy when genuine repentance turns toward Him.

 

6. God Cares About Justice 

He specifically mentions: 

The oppressed. 

The fatherless. 

The widow. 

Principle: 

Spiritual faithfulness affects how we treat vulnerable people.

 

7. God Refines in Order to Restore 

He removes the dross. 

Then He restores the faithful city. 

Principle: 

God’s correction can become the path toward restoration.

 

8. Rebellion Eventually Ends in Judgment 

Those who forsake God perish. 

Principle: 

Grace should lead to repentance, not presumption.

 

XXXIII. WHAT ISAIAH 1 TEACHES ABOUT 

SIN 

Sin is pictured as: 

Rebellion. 

Disease. 

Corruption. 

Unfaithfulness. 

Bloodshed. 

Idolatry. 

Sin is never presented as harmless. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Never call small what God says is destroying you. 

 

XXXIV. WHAT ISAIAH 1 TEACHES ABOUT 

RELIGION 

Judah remains highly religious. 

They still have: 

Sacrifices. 

Sabbaths. 

Festivals. 

Prayer. 

Assemblies. 

Yet God rejects their worship. 

Why? 

Because religion has become disconnected from righteousness. 

Spiritual Principle 

The strongest evidence of genuine worship appears after the service is over. 

 

XXXV. WHAT ISAIAH 1 TEACHES ABOUT 

REPENTANCE 

Repentance includes: 

Turning from sin. 

Seeking cleansing. 

Doing good. 

Seeking justice. 

Changing conduct. 

Key Truth 

Repentance is more than saying: 

“I am sorry.” 

It means turning. 

 

XXXVI. WHAT ISAIAH 1 TEACHES ABOUT 

FORGIVENESS 

Verse 18 is one of Scripture’s greatest pictures of cleansing. 

Scarlet. 

To: 

Snow. 

Crimson. 

To: 

Wool. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

God’s forgiveness does not merely make sin look cleaner. 

He offers real cleansing. 

XXXVII. WHAT ISAIAH 1 TEACHES ABOUT 

JUSTICE 

God connects spiritual faithfulness with the treatment of vulnerable people. 

The oppressed matter to Him. 

The fatherless matter. 

The widow matters. 

Spiritual Principle 

A religion that loves ceremonies but ignores injustice has misunderstood God’s heart. 

 

XXXVIII. WHAT ISAIAH 1 TEACHES 

ABOUT LEADERSHIP 

Corrupt rulers: 

Take bribes. 

Partner with thieves. 

Ignore the vulnerable. 

Leadership affects the moral condition of society. 

Key Truth 

Authority is stewardship before God. 

 

XXXIX. WHAT ISAIAH 1 TEACHES ABOUT 

DISCIPLINE 

God’s judgment is not random cruelty. 

Verse 25 presents it as refining. 

The dross must be removed. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

God’s discipline attacks what is destroying His people. 

XL. WHAT ISAIAH 1 TEACHES ABOUT 

RESTORATION 

The city called corrupt becomes: 

The City of Righteousness. 

The Faithful City. 

That is grace. 

God can restore what sin has corrupted. 

Spiritual Principle 

Your present condition does not have to become your permanent identity when God brings repentance and restoration. 

 

XLI. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FOR 

PERSONAL STUDY 

 

Question 1 

What is the main accusation God makes against Judah? 

They have rebelled against the God who raised, cared for, and sustained them. 

 

Question 2 

Why does Isaiah compare Israel with an ox and donkey? 

Because even animals recognize the one who feeds and owns them, while Israel has failed to recognize God faithfully. 

 

Question 3 

What does the wounded body picture represent? 

It represents the widespread spiritual, moral, and social damage caused by sin. 

 

Question 4 

Why does God reject Judah’s sacrifices? 

Because they continue worshiping outwardly while refusing repentance and righteous living. 

 

Question 5 

Does Isaiah 1 teach that sacrifice itself was wrong? 

No. 

The problem was sacrifice separated from obedience, justice, and repentance. 

 

Question 6 

What does God command in verses 16–17? 

He commands them to: 

Turn from evil. 

Do good. 

Seek justice. 

Defend the oppressed. 

Care for the fatherless. 

Protect the widow. 

 

Question 7 

What does verse 18 teach about forgiveness? 

It teaches that even deeply stained sin can be cleansed by God. 

 

Question 8 

What is the difference between verses 19 and 20? 

Verse 19 describes the path of willing obedience. 

Verse 20 warns of the consequences of continued rebellion. 

 

Question 9 

What happened to Jerusalem’s leadership? 

It became corrupt through bribery, injustice, and alliance with wickedness. 

Question 10 

 

What does removing dross mean? 

It pictures God purifying His people by removing corruption. 

 

Question 11 

Will judgment be God’s final word for repentant Zion? 

No. 

God promises restoration and renewed righteousness. 

 

Question 12 

What should Isaiah 1 change in us? 

It should move us to examine whether our worship is matched by repentance, obedience, justice, and genuine devotion to God. 

 

XLII. PERSONAL APPLICATION 

Isaiah 1 asks several searching questions. 

 

Am I Practicing Religion Without Repentance? 

Do I: 

Pray? 

Attend worship? 

Read Scripture? 

Sing? 

Serve? 

Yet protect sins God has told me to forsake? 

 

Do I Truly Know God? 

Or do I only know religious information? 

What Wounds Has Sin Produced? 

Where has rebellion damaged: 

My character? 

Relationships? 

Spiritual life? 

 

Do My Prayers Match My Conduct? 

Am I asking God for blessing while refusing obedience? 

 

Have I Truly Repented? 

What have I: 

Stopped? 

Changed? 

Made right? 

 

Do I Care About Justice? 

How do I respond to people who are: 

Weak? 

Vulnerable? 

Ignored? 

Oppressed? 

 

Have I Received God’s Cleansing? 

Am I carrying guilt God invites me to confess and forsake? 

 

Is God Refining Something in Me? 

What dross needs to be removed? 




XLIII. A CRAWFORD BIBLE STUDY 

PRINCIPLE 

 

“God Does Not Want Religious Activity to Cover Unrepentant 

Sin” 

Judah had: 

Worship. 

Sacrifices. 

Festivals. 

Prayer. 

Yet God said: 

Stop. 

Why? 

Because their religion had become a covering for rebellion. 

Principle: 

Never confuse being religious with being right with God.

 

XLIV. SCARLET CAN BECOME WHITE 

Isaiah 1 begins with: 

Rebellion. 

Wounds. 

Desolation. 

Corruption. 

Yet God says: 

Come. 

This is remarkable. 

The same God who exposes sin offers cleansing. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Conviction is not God saying: 

“Stay away.” 

It is often God saying: 

“Come back.” 

 

XLV. TRUE WORSHIP LEAVES THE 

SANCTUARY WITH YOU 

God says: 

Learn to do good. 

Seek justice. 

Defend the oppressed. 

Care for the fatherless. 

Plead for the widow. 

True worship does not remain inside a building. 

Spiritual Principle 

What happens in worship should change what happens in daily life. 

 

XLVI. THE DANGER OF EMPTY PRAYER 

The people multiply prayers. 

God refuses to listen. 

Why? 

Their hands remain full of blood. 

This does not mean prayer is powerless. 

It means prayer cannot be used as a religious shield against repentance. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

Prayer should lead us into obedience, not become an excuse to avoid it. 

 

XLVII. THE REFINER’S HAND 

God says: 

“I will thoroughly purge away your impurities.”

Refining fire is painful. 

But it has purpose. 

Dross reduces value. 

God removes it. 

Spiritual Principle 

Some of God’s hardest work in us may produce His greatest purity through us. 

 

XLVIII. THE FAITHFUL CITY CAN LIVE 

AGAIN 

Jerusalem had become: 

Corrupt. 

Violent. 

Unfaithful. 

Yet God promises: 

Restoration. 

That offers tremendous hope. 

Crawford Bible Study Principle 

God is able to restore identities that sin has ruined. 

 

XLIX. FINAL APPLICATION 

Isaiah Chapter 1 opens the book with a confrontation. 

God’s people are religious. 

But they are rebellious. 

They know the ceremonies. 

But they have forgotten the God behind them. 

They pray. 

But refuse repentance. 

They worship. 

But practice injustice. 

They offer sacrifices. 

But their hands are full of blood. 

Isaiah therefore asks every generation: 

What kind of worship are we offering? 

Is our worship: 

Real? 

Obedient? 

Repentant? 

Righteous? 

Or merely: 

Familiar? 

Habitual? 

External? 

God says: 

“Stop doing wrong.”

But He does not stop there. 

He says: 

“Learn to do good.”

Repentance is both: 

Turning away. 

And: 

Turning toward. 

Turn from sin. 

Turn toward righteousness. 

Turn from injustice. 

Turn toward mercy. 

Turn from hypocrisy. 

Turn toward truth. 

Then comes the great invitation: 

“Come now, let us reason together.”

Do not miss the mercy in those words. 

Judah deserves judgment. 

Yet God still says: 

Come. 

Scarlet can become white. 

Crimson can become clean. 

That is grace. 

But the chapter also ends with a warning. 

If people refuse: 

The fire remains. 

Rebellion remains deadly. 

Therefore: 

Do not hide behind religion. 

Do not postpone repentance. 

Do not assume outward worship can compensate for inward rebellion. 

Bring your sin honestly before God. 

Let Him cleanse. 

Let Him refine. 

Let Him restore. 

Seek justice. 

Defend the weak. 

Walk in obedience. 

And remember: 

The God who exposes the stain is also the God who says: 

“They shall be as white as snow.”

 

Closing Prayer 

Heavenly Father, Thank You for speaking truthfully about sin. 

Do not allow us to hide behind religion. 

Search our hearts. 

Expose: 

Rebellion. 

Pride. 

Hypocrisy. 

Injustice. 

Idolatry. 

Secret sin. 

Father, forgive us when we have gone through the motions of worship while our hearts were far from You. 

Forgive us when we have: 

Prayed without repenting. 

Sung without obeying. 

Served without surrendering. 

Spoken of holiness while protecting sin. 

Wash us. 

Cleanse us. 

Remove evil from our lives. 

Teach us to stop doing wrong. 

Teach us to do good. 

Give us hearts that seek justice. 

Help us care about: 

The oppressed. 

The fatherless. 

The widow. 

The vulnerable. 

Teach us to reflect Your compassion. 

Thank You for the invitation of verse 18. 

Thank You that scarlet sin can become white as snow. 

Thank You that crimson guilt can be cleansed. 

Help us confess our sins honestly. 

Help us receive Your mercy humbly. 

Father, refine us. 

Remove the dross. 

Even when the process is uncomfortable, do not leave corruption untouched. 

Make us: 

Faithful. 

Pure. 

Righteous. 

Obedient. 

Restore what sin has damaged. 

Restore: 

Character. 

Worship. 

Relationships. 

Integrity. 

Spiritual hunger. 

Let our lives become faithful again. 

Protect us from idolatry. 

Keep us from looking to temporary things for what only You can give. 

Make us like trees planted near water rather than gardens dried by rebellion. 

Above all, draw us closer to You. 

May our worship be genuine. 

May our repentance be sincere. 

May our obedience be visible. 

May our lives bring honor to the Holy One of Israel. 

In Jesus’ name, 

Amen. 

Key Verse 

“Come now, let us reason together,” says the Lord. “Though your sins are like scarlet, 

they shall be as white as snow. Though they are red like crimson, they shall become 

like wool.” — Isaiah 1:18

 

Central Truth 

God rejects religion without repentance, exposes the destructive sickness of sin, calls His people to turn from evil and practice justice, offers complete cleansing to the repentant, and promises both judgment for rebellion and restoration for those who return to Him.

 

Isaiah 1 in One Sentence 

Isaiah opens his prophecy by confronting Judah’s rebellion, hypocrisy, injustice, and empty worship while revealing a holy God who calls sinners to repent, promises to cleanse scarlet guilt, refines His people through discipline, restores righteousness, and judges those who persist in forsaking Him.

