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Introduction to the Book of 2 Peter

1. Authorship

The authorship of 2 Peter has been a matter of debate among scholars throughout history. The letter 
opens with the identification of its author as “Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ” (2 
Peter 1:1). This is the same Peter who was one of Jesus’ closest disciples, a member of His inner circle, 
and a key leader in the early church. Peter's authorship has been traditionally accepted by the church, 
and the letter reflects the apostle’s authority, emphasizing his eyewitness experience of Christ's ministry
(1:16-18), including the Transfiguration.

However, some scholars have questioned whether Peter himself wrote the letter due to differences in 
style and vocabulary between 1 Peter and 2 Peter. They argue that the letter may have been written by a
disciple of Peter or a later follower using his name to maintain continuity with his teachings. 
Nevertheless, the letter’s early acceptance in the canon and its strong claims of apostolic authority 



suggest that, at the very least, it preserves the essential teachings and perspectives of the apostle Peter, 
either written by him directly or through an amanuensis (secretary).

2. Date and Audience

The letter of 2 Peter was likely written toward the end of Peter’s life, around AD 64-68, during the time
of Emperor Nero’s persecution of Christians in Rome. This timeframe coincides with the tradition that 
Peter was martyred in Rome under Nero's reign. The apostle's awareness of his impending death is 
evident in the letter (1:13-15), where he speaks of putting off his “tent,” a metaphor for his earthly 
body.

The audience of 2 Peter is not explicitly named, but the letter is often seen as being addressed to the 
same group of believers who received 1 Peter: a mixture of Jewish and Gentile Christians scattered 
throughout Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey). These early Christians faced the dangers of external 
persecution and internal false teaching, which prompted Peter’s concern.

3. Purpose

The primary purpose of 2 Peter is to combat the rising threat of false teachers and to encourage 
believers to remain faithful to the true knowledge of God and His promises. Peter writes to warn his 
readers of those who are distorting the gospel and leading others astray with destructive heresies. These
false teachers were promoting immoral behavior and denying essential truths of the Christian faith, 
such as the return of Christ and the final judgment.

Peter’s secondary aim is to remind believers of the need for spiritual growth and godly living. He 
emphasizes that the Christian life is one of continual progress in virtue, knowledge, self-control, 
perseverance, and love. This personal transformation is essential as believers await the return of Christ, 
which Peter assures them will happen, though scoffers were questioning this future event (3:3-9).

4. Themes

Several major themes run throughout the letter of 2 Peter:

• Knowledge of God and Jesus Christ: One of the central themes of 2 Peter is the importance of
growing in the true knowledge of God and His Son, Jesus Christ. This knowledge is not merely 
intellectual but involves a deep, personal relationship with God that leads to transformation and 
holiness (1:3-4). Peter warns against the false knowledge propagated by false teachers and 
encourages believers to ground themselves in the apostolic teaching and the promises of 
Scripture (1:16-21).

• False Teachers and Their Destruction: A large portion of the letter is devoted to warning 
about the dangers of false teachers who have infiltrated the Christian community (Chapter 2). 
These teachers are characterized by greed, arrogance, and immorality. Peter draws on examples 
from the Old Testament, such as the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah and the punishment of
fallen angels, to assure his readers that God will judge the wicked, including those who pervert 
the truth.



• The Return of Christ and the Day of the Lord: Another key theme is the certainty of Christ’s 
second coming and the judgment that will accompany it. Peter addresses the skepticism of those
who scoff at the idea of the Lord’s return, explaining that God’s apparent delay is not a sign that
the promise has failed but rather a demonstration of His patience, giving people time to repent 
(3:8-9). Peter urges believers to live in anticipation of this day, leading lives of holiness and 
godliness (3:11-12).

• Scripture and Apostolic Testimony: Peter emphasizes the reliability of the apostolic testimony,
particularly his own witness of the Transfiguration of Christ (1:16-18), and the prophetic word 
of Scripture, which he describes as being inspired by the Holy Spirit (1:19-21). He encourages 
believers to remain steadfast in these trustworthy sources of divine truth rather than being 
swayed by the innovations of false teachers.

• Spiritual Growth and Godliness: The opening chapter of 2 Peter offers a powerful call to 
spiritual growth, urging believers to make every effort to add to their faith virtues such as 
goodness, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, and love (1:5-7). Peter presents this process as
essential for avoiding spiritual stagnation and apostasy, ensuring that believers remain effective 
and fruitful in their knowledge of Jesus Christ (1:8-10).

5. Structure and Literary Style

2 Peter is relatively brief, consisting of only three chapters, but it is packed with theological insights 
and pastoral exhortations. The letter follows a straightforward structure:

• Chapter 1 focuses on the need for personal spiritual growth and confidence in the prophetic 
word.

• Chapter 2 offers a scathing critique of false teachers and their immoral practices.
• Chapter 3 addresses the certainty of Christ’s return and the final judgment, along with practical 

exhortations to live holy lives in light of this future reality.

The style of the letter is marked by its use of vivid imagery, particularly in Chapter 2, where Peter 
describes the depravity and eventual destruction of false teachers using graphic and forceful language. 
He draws on Old Testament examples and apocalyptic themes to emphasize the urgency of his 
warnings.

6. Importance for Today

2 Peter remains highly relevant for contemporary Christians. In an age of increasing skepticism, moral 
relativism, and the proliferation of false teachings, Peter’s message serves as a timely reminder of the 
importance of holding fast to the truth of the gospel. The letter encourages believers to grow in their 
faith, resist deception, and live in hopeful anticipation of Christ’s return.

For modern readers, 2 Peter’s emphasis on the authority of Scripture and the apostolic witness provides
a strong foundation for discerning truth in the midst of competing ideologies. Its call to moral and 
spiritual integrity challenges Christians to pursue holiness in a world that often promotes compromise.



CHAPTER 1:

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 1:1 (KJV)

Introduction to the Author and Audience

The verse begins with the identification of the author, “Simon Peter.” This dual naming is significant 
as it reflects both his original name, Simon, and the name given to him by Jesus, Peter. The use of 
“Simon” emphasizes his humble beginnings and connection to his Jewish heritage, while “Peter,” 
meaning rock, signifies his role as a foundational leader in the early church.

“A servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ”

In this phrase, Peter describes himself first as a “servant” (or bondservant), which indicates humility 
and submission to Christ. This title suggests that he sees himself primarily as one who serves Jesus 
rather than one who wields authority. Following this, he identifies himself as an “apostle,” which 
denotes his official role as a messenger sent by Christ with divine authority. This dual identity 
establishes Peter’s credibility and authority in addressing the recipients of this letter.

“To them that have obtained like precious faith with us”

Here, Peter addresses his audience—believers who have received “like precious faith.” The term 
“obtained” implies that faith is not something earned or achieved through human effort but is a gift 
from God. The phrase “like precious faith” indicates that all believers share an equal standing before 
God regardless of their background—Jew or Gentile. This unity in faith underscores the inclusivity of 
the Christian message.

“Through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ”

This concluding phrase highlights the source of this precious faith: it is through the righteousness of 
God and specifically through Jesus Christ. The term “righteousness” refers to God’s perfect moral 
character and His just actions towards humanity. By stating “our Saviour Jesus Christ,” Peter affirms 
both the divinity and salvific role of Jesus, emphasizing that salvation comes solely through Him.

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 1:1 serves as an introduction that establishes Peter’s authority as an apostle while 
simultaneously affirming the shared faith among believers rooted in God’s righteousness through Jesus
Christ. It sets a tone for unity among Christians and emphasizes reliance on divine grace rather than 
personal merit.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 1:2 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse  2 Peter 1:2 states, “Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the 
knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord.” This verse serves as an introduction to the themes of grace,
peace, and knowledge that are central to Peter’s message in this epistle. It emphasizes the importance 
of knowing God and Jesus Christ as foundational for experiencing divine blessings.



“Grace and peace be multiplied unto you”  The phrase “Grace and peace” is a common greeting in 
the New Testament, often used by apostles to convey their wishes for spiritual well-being. Here, Peter 
expresses a desire for these two essential gifts—grace (God’s unmerited favor) and peace (the 
tranquility that comes from being reconciled with God)—to be multiplied in the lives of his readers. 
The use of “multiplied” suggests not just an addition but an exponential increase in these blessings, 
indicating that they are not static but can grow abundantly in the believer’s life.

“through the knowledge of God”  The term “knowledge” here is translated from the Greek word 
“epignosis,” which implies a deep, experiential understanding rather than mere intellectual assent. This
knowledge is relational and transformative; it involves a personal relationship with God that leads to 
spiritual growth. Peter emphasizes that grace and peace come specifically through this intimate 
knowledge of God. It indicates that understanding who God is—His character, His promises, and His 
works—is crucial for believers to experience His grace and peace fully.

“and of Jesus our Lord”  By including “and of Jesus our Lord,” Peter underscores the unity between 
God the Father and Jesus Christ. This phrase affirms the divinity of Jesus, recognizing Him as both 
Lord and Savior. The relationship with Jesus is integral to knowing God; thus, one cannot fully 
experience grace and peace without acknowledging Christ’s role in salvation. The title “our Lord” 
signifies a personal connection; it reflects a shared faith among believers who recognize Jesus as their 
sovereign authority.

Conclusion  In summary, 2 Peter 1:2 encapsulates key theological concepts essential for Christian 
living: grace, peace, knowledge of God, and acknowledgment of Jesus Christ as Lord. It highlights that
true spiritual blessings are contingent upon a deepening relationship with both God and Christ. As 
believers grow in their understanding of God’s nature through Scripture and experience, they can 
expect an increase in grace and peace within their lives.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 1:3 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

2 Peter 1:3 states, “According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life 
and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue.” This verse serves 
as a foundational statement in the epistle, emphasizing the sufficiency of God’s provision for believers 
in their spiritual journey. It highlights both the divine empowerment available to Christians and the 
necessity of knowledge in experiencing that empowerment.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “According as his divine power”

• The phrase begins with “According as,” indicating a correlation between God’s actions 
and what follows. The term “divine power” refers specifically to God’s omnipotence, 



which is crucial for understanding how believers receive their spiritual gifts. This power
is not merely theoretical; it is active and effective in the lives of those who believe.

2. “hath given unto us all things”

• The verb “hath given” is in the past tense, suggesting that this provision has already 
been made available to believers at the moment they come to faith. The phrase “all 
things” emphasizes completeness; nothing necessary for spiritual life and godliness is 
lacking. This assertion counters any notion that believers must seek additional resources
or experiences beyond what God has already provided.

3. “that pertain unto life and godliness”

• Here, “life” refers primarily to spiritual life—eternal life granted through faith in Christ
—and encompasses all aspects of living a life aligned with God’s will. “Godliness,” on 
the other hand, denotes piety or reverence toward God, reflecting a lifestyle 
characterized by devotion and moral integrity. Together, these terms encapsulate both 
the essence of salvation (life) and its practical outworking (godliness).

4. “through the knowledge of him”

• Knowledge is presented as a critical component in accessing God’s provisions. This 
knowledge is not mere intellectual assent but an experiential understanding of Christ—
who He is and what He has accomplished for humanity. It implies an intimate 
relationship with Jesus that transforms one’s life.

5. “that hath called us to glory and virtue.”

• The phrase indicates a divine calling directed towards believers, inviting them into a 
relationship characterized by glory (the manifestation of God’s presence) and virtue 
(moral excellence). This calling underscores God’s purpose for His people: not only to 
experience salvation but also to reflect His character in their lives.

Theological Implications

• Sufficiency of Grace:  This verse affirms that everything needed for spiritual growth has 
already been provided by God’s grace through His divine power.

• Role of Knowledge:  Emphasizing knowledge highlights its importance in Christian 
discipleship; it suggests that understanding who Christ is enables believers to live out their faith
effectively.

• Divine Calling:  The mention of being called to glory and virtue reinforces the idea that 
Christians are set apart for a higher purpose—to reflect God’s nature in their daily lives.

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 1:3 encapsulates essential truths about God’s provision for believers through His 
divine power, emphasizing that they have been equipped with everything necessary for both spiritual 



life and godliness through an intimate knowledge of Christ. This verse serves as both encouragement 
and exhortation for Christians to engage actively with their faith, recognizing that they are fully 
equipped by God’s grace.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 1:4 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

2 Peter 1:4 states, “Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye 
might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through 
lust.” This verse encapsulates a profound theological truth regarding the relationship between God’s 
promises, human transformation, and the escape from worldly corruption.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Whereby are given unto us”

• The phrase “whereby” indicates a means or method. It suggests that there is a specific 
mechanism through which something is granted. In this context, it refers to the previous
verses where Peter discusses God’s divine power and glory. The use of “are given” 
emphasizes that these promises are not earned but are graciously bestowed upon 
believers.

2. “Exceeding great and precious promises”

• The adjectives “exceeding great” and “precious” highlight the immense value of these 
promises. They are not ordinary assurances; rather, they hold extraordinary significance 
for believers. These promises pertain to spiritual realities and eternal truths, contrasting 
with temporal or material guarantees often found in human agreements.

• The term “promises” here specifically refers to those associated with salvation and 
eternal life—central themes in Christian doctrine.

3. “That by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature”

• This clause introduces the purpose of receiving God’s promises: to become “partakers 
of the divine nature.” This does not imply that humans become gods or share in God’s 
essence; rather, it signifies a transformative process where believers begin to reflect 
God’s moral character and holiness.

• The concept of being a “partaker” suggests an intimate participation in God’s qualities 
such as love, righteousness, and holiness through regeneration by the Holy Spirit.

4. “Having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust”

• The phrase “having escaped” indicates a past action with ongoing implications; 
believers have been delivered from a state of moral decay.



• The term “corruption” refers to moral decay resulting from sin and ungodliness 
prevalent in society. It underscores the destructive nature of sin.

• “Through lust” points to uncontrolled desires as a root cause of this corruption. Lust 
here encompasses all forms of sinful desire that lead individuals away from God’s 
intended purpose for their lives.

Theological Implications

This verse presents several key theological implications:

• Divine Assurance : Believers can trust in God’s promises as they are rooted in His character—
faithful and true.

• Transformation : The promise serves as a catalyst for spiritual growth, encouraging Christians 
to pursue holiness and godliness.

• Escape from Sin : There is an assurance that through faith in Christ’s promises, believers can 
overcome sinful desires that lead to corruption.

Practical Application

For contemporary Christians, this verse serves as both encouragement and challenge:

• Encouragement : Believers can find hope knowing they possess precious promises from God 
that assure them of their identity as His children.

• Challenge : It calls for active participation in living out one’s faith by striving toward holiness 
while relying on God’s strength to escape worldly temptations.

In conclusion, 2 Peter 1:4 encapsulates essential truths about God’s grace towards humanity through 
His promises, emphasizing transformation into His likeness while escaping worldly corruption driven 
by sinful desires.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 1:5 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

2 Peter 1:5 states, “And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue 
knowledge.” This verse is part of a larger passage where the Apostle Peter encourages believers to 
grow in their faith and character. It emphasizes the necessity of effort in the Christian life, particularly 
in cultivating virtues that reflect one’s faith.

“And beside this,”

The phrase “And beside this” serves as a transitional statement that connects the previous verses 
discussing God’s divine power and promises with the practical application of those truths in a 
believer’s life. It indicates that, having established what God has provided through His grace, there is 
now an expectation for believers to respond actively.



“giving all diligence,”

The term “giving all diligence” underscores the importance of earnestness and effort in the Christian 
walk. The Greek word translated as “diligence” suggests a zealous commitment or eagerness. This 
implies that growth in faith is not passive but requires active participation from the believer. The use of
“all” emphasizes that this should be a comprehensive effort—believers are called to invest their full 
energy into their spiritual development.

“add to your faith virtue;”

The command to “add to your faith virtue” highlights that faith is foundational but not sufficient by 
itself. Faith is presented as the starting point of a believer’s journey; however, it must be accompanied 
by virtue. The term “virtue” (Greek: arete) refers to moral excellence or goodness. This suggests that 
true faith will naturally lead to a life characterized by ethical behavior and integrity. The idea here is 
that believers should strive for moral excellence as an expression of their faith.

“and to virtue knowledge.”

Following virtue, Peter instructs believers to add “knowledge.” This knowledge is not merely 
intellectual understanding but encompasses spiritual discernment and insight into God’s will. It implies
an ongoing process of learning about God’s character and His expectations for how believers should 
live. Knowledge builds upon virtue, suggesting that moral excellence provides a framework within 
which true understanding can flourish.

Overall Interpretation

In summary, 2 Peter 1:5 encapsulates an essential principle of Christian growth: while salvation comes
through faith alone, genuine faith must manifest itself through diligent effort in cultivating virtues such
as moral excellence and knowledge. The verse calls Christians not only to believe but also to actively 
engage in developing their character according to God’s standards.

This passage serves as both encouragement and exhortation for believers, reminding them that they 
have been given everything necessary for life and godliness (as stated earlier in 2 Peter 1:3), yet they 
must take responsibility for their spiritual growth by diligently adding these qualities alongside their 
faith.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 1:6 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

2 Peter 1:6 states, “And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience 
godliness.” This verse is part of a passage where the Apostle Peter outlines a series of virtues that 
Christians are encouraged to cultivate in their lives. The context emphasizes the importance of spiritual
growth and moral development as essential components of the Christian faith.



Understanding Key Terms

1. Knowledge : In this context, “knowledge” refers not merely to intellectual understanding but to 
a deeper, experiential knowledge of God and His will. This knowledge is foundational for the 
Christian life, as it informs and shapes one’s actions and character.

2. Temperance (Self-Control) : The term “temperance” in the KJV translates from the Greek 
word “egkrateia,” which denotes self-control or mastery over one’s desires and impulses. It 
implies an inner strength that enables believers to resist temptations and maintain discipline in 
various aspects of life, including emotional responses, appetites, and moral choices.

3. Patience (Perseverance) : Following temperance is “patience,” derived from the Greek word 
“hupomone,” which means endurance or perseverance under trials. This quality reflects a 
steadfastness that allows believers to remain faithful despite challenges or hardships.

4. Godliness : Although not directly mentioned in this verse, it is important to note that godliness 
follows patience in Peter’s list. Godliness refers to a pious attitude towards God that manifests 
in righteous living.

The Logical Progression of Virtues

Peter presents these qualities in a specific order, suggesting a logical progression in spiritual growth:

• From Knowledge to Temperance : Knowledge leads to self-control because understanding 
God’s truth compels believers to align their lives with His standards. When one truly knows 
God, they recognize the importance of exercising control over their desires.

• From Temperance to Patience : Self-control is necessary for developing patience. A person 
who can manage their impulses is better equipped to endure trials without succumbing to 
frustration or despair.

• From Patience to Godliness : Finally, patience cultivates godliness. As believers endure life’s 
challenges with grace and perseverance, they grow closer to God’s character and reflect His 
nature more fully in their lives.

Application for Believers

This verse serves as both an encouragement and a challenge for Christians today:

• Encouragement : It reassures believers that spiritual growth is possible through diligent effort 
and reliance on God’s power. Each quality builds upon the previous one, creating a framework 
for developing a Christlike character.

• Challenge : It calls for self-examination regarding one’s spiritual journey. Are we actively 
pursuing knowledge of God? Are we exercising self-control in our daily lives? Are we enduring
trials with patience? These questions prompt reflection on how well we embody these virtues.



Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 1:6 highlights the interconnectedness of knowledge, temperance (self-control), 
patience (perseverance), and ultimately leads towards godliness. Each virtue plays a crucial role in 
shaping a believer’s character and conduct as they strive for spiritual maturity.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 1:7 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

2 Peter 1:7 states, “And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.” This verse 
is part of a larger passage where the Apostle Peter encourages believers to grow in their faith by adding
various virtues. The context of this verse is crucial for understanding its meaning and implications for 
Christian living.

Understanding Key Terms

1. Godliness (εὐσέβεια) : In this context, godliness refers to a deep reverence for God that 
manifests in a lifestyle aligned with His will. It encompasses piety and devotion, indicating that
one’s life should reflect an awareness of God’s presence and authority.

2. Brotherly Kindness (φιλαδελφία) : This term specifically denotes affection towards fellow 
believers. It implies a familial bond among Christians, suggesting that they should treat one 
another with love and care as members of the same spiritual family. The Greek word 
φιλαδελφία combines “philia” (friendship or brotherly love) with “adelphos” (brother), 
emphasizing the importance of community within the body of Christ.

3. Charity (ἀγάπη) : Often translated as love, charity in this context refers to a selfless, 
unconditional love that extends beyond mere feelings or emotions. It is an active choice to seek
the well-being of others, including those outside the Christian community. This type of love is 
characterized by sacrifice and commitment.

The Sequence of Virtues

In 2 Peter 1:5-7, Peter outlines a progression of virtues that believers are encouraged to cultivate:

• Faith : The foundation upon which all other virtues are built.
• Virtue : Moral excellence that reflects one’s faith.
• Knowledge : Understanding God’s will and ways.
• Self-Control : Mastery over one’s desires and impulses.
• Perseverance : Steadfastness in faith despite trials.
• Godliness : A life lived in reverence toward God.



Following these traits leads naturally into brotherly kindness and ultimately culminates in charity. 
Each virtue complements and enhances the previous one, creating a holistic approach to spiritual 
growth.

The Importance of Brotherly Kindness

Peter emphasizes brotherly kindness as an essential characteristic for Christians. This quality fosters 
unity within the church and strengthens relationships among believers. By practicing brotherly 
kindness, Christians demonstrate their commitment to loving one another as Christ loves them (John 
13:34). Such affection not only builds up individuals but also serves as a witness to the world about the
transformative power of Christ’s love.

The Pinnacle of Virtue - Charity

Finally, Peter concludes with charity as the highest expression of Christian virtue. While brotherly 
kindness focuses on relationships within the church, charity expands this love outward to encompass 
all people—friends and enemies alike (Matthew 5:44). Charity embodies the essence of Christian 
living; it is through acts of love that believers fulfill Jesus’ commandment to love one another.

This progression from godliness through brotherly kindness to charity illustrates how spiritual maturity
involves both inward transformation and outward expression. A believer who grows in these virtues 
becomes increasingly equipped to reflect Christ’s character in every aspect of life.

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 1:7 encapsulates essential teachings on how Christians are called to live out their 
faith through specific virtues that promote community and express divine love. The emphasis on 
brotherly kindness leading into charity highlights the relational nature of Christianity—where genuine 
faith results in loving actions toward others.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 1:8 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse  2 Peter 1:8 reads: “For if these things be in you, and abound, they make 
you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” This 
verse is part of a larger discourse by the Apostle Peter, where he emphasizes the importance of 
spiritual growth and moral character in the life of a believer. The context is crucial for understanding 
the implications of this verse.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “For if these things be in you”

• The phrase “these things” refers to the virtues listed in the preceding verses (2 Peter 
1:5-7), which include faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, 
brotherly kindness, and charity. Peter is asserting that possessing these qualities is 



essential for a fruitful Christian life. The conditional “if” indicates that there is an 
expectation for believers to actively cultivate these traits.

2. “and abound”

• The term “abound” suggests not just having these qualities present but having them in 
abundance or overflowing. This implies a dynamic and active engagement with one’s 
faith—believers are encouraged to grow continually in these virtues rather than being 
stagnant or complacent.

3. “they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful”

• Here, Peter contrasts two states: being “barren” and being “unfruitful.” The word 
“barren,” derived from the Greek term argos , means lazy or inactive. It indicates a lack 
of effort in cultivating one’s spiritual life. On the other hand, “unfruitful,” 
from akarpos , means not yielding what one ought to yield—specifically referring to 
spiritual fruitfulness.

• Together, these terms highlight that if believers embody and cultivate these virtues 
abundantly, they will not fall into spiritual inactivity or ineffectiveness.

4. “in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ”

• This final phrase ties back to the ultimate goal of possessing those virtues: deepening 
one’s knowledge of Jesus Christ. The knowledge referred to here is not merely 
intellectual but experiential—a relationship characterized by trust and obedience.

• As believers grow in their moral character and virtues, they also deepen their 
understanding and relationship with Christ.

Theological Implications  The theological implications of this verse are profound. It underscores that 
genuine faith must manifest itself through action—specifically through moral excellence and virtuous 
living. A Christian’s effectiveness in their walk with God hinges on their commitment to growing 
spiritually.

Moreover, it serves as a warning against complacency; Christians are called not only to possess faith 
but also to actively engage in nurturing it through virtuous living. The promise embedded within this 
verse is one of assurance: those who diligently pursue these qualities will experience a fruitful 
relationship with Christ.

Conclusion  In summary, 2 Peter 1:8 encapsulates a vital principle for Christians—the necessity of 
actively cultivating spiritual virtues as evidence of genuine faith and as a pathway toward deeper 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. It challenges believers to reflect on their spiritual lives and encourages 
them towards growth and productivity in their faith journey.



Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 1:9 (KJV)

Text of the Verse  “But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten
that he was purged from his old sins.”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “But he that lacketh these things”

• The phrase introduces a contrast to the previous verses where Peter encourages 
believers to add specific virtues to their faith. The “these things” refer to qualities such 
as virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness, and charity 
(love). This lack signifies a failure to grow spiritually and develop the character traits 
essential for a fruitful Christian life.

2. “is blind”

• The term “blind” here does not imply total blindness but rather a spiritual blindness or 
myopia. It suggests an inability to perceive spiritual truths clearly. This blindness can 
result from neglecting one’s spiritual growth and failing to cultivate the virtues 
mentioned earlier. A person who lacks these qualities may be deceived about their 
spiritual condition and may not recognize their need for growth.

3. “and cannot see afar off”

• This phrase elaborates on the nature of the blindness described. The Greek word used 
here (μυωπάζων) indicates someone who is short-sighted or near-sighted. Such 
individuals can only see what is immediately in front of them—representing earthly 
concerns—while being oblivious to eternal truths and realities. They fail to grasp the 
broader implications of their faith and the promises of God regarding eternal life.

4. “and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.”

• The act of forgetting signifies a willful neglect or disregard for one’s past cleansing 
through Christ’s sacrifice. This forgetfulness leads to a lack of appreciation for the grace
received at conversion and results in living as if one has not been transformed by faith 
in Christ. The term “purged” refers specifically to being cleansed from sins committed 
before coming to faith, emphasizing the importance of recognizing one’s new identity in
Christ.

Theological Implications

• Spiritual Growth : Peter emphasizes that spiritual growth is essential for believers; without it, 
they risk falling into spiritual blindness.

• Awareness of Salvation : Recognizing one’s salvation and ongoing transformation is crucial for
living a life that reflects Christ’s character.



• Eternal Perspective : Believers are called to maintain an eternal perspective rather than being 
consumed by immediate concerns or worldly distractions.

Practical Application

• Believers should regularly assess their spiritual lives and ensure they are actively cultivating 
the virtues outlined by Peter.

• It is vital for Christians to remember their identity in Christ and live in light of their salvation, 
avoiding complacency or forgetfulness about God’s grace.

• Engaging with Scripture and community can help combat spiritual blindness by providing 
reminders of God’s promises and encouraging growth.

In summary, 2 Peter 1:9 serves as a sobering reminder for believers about the consequences of 
neglecting spiritual growth while highlighting the importance of remembering one’s cleansing from sin
through Jesus Christ.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 1:10 (KJV)

Contextual Background

The epistle of 2 Peter is attributed to the Apostle Peter and addresses the early Christian community, 
emphasizing the importance of spiritual growth and the dangers of false teachings. In this particular 
verse, Peter encourages believers to actively engage in their faith by demonstrating certain virtues that 
confirm their calling and election.

Analysis of the Verse

The verse reads: “Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure:
for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall.”

1. “Wherefore the rather, brethren,”

• The term “wherefore” indicates a conclusion drawn from previous statements. It 
suggests that Peter is building upon his earlier exhortations regarding the necessity of 
cultivating Christian virtues (as outlined in verses 5-7). By addressing them as 
“brethren,” he emphasizes a familial bond among believers, reinforcing his pastoral 
concern for their spiritual well-being.

2. “give diligence”

• The phrase “give diligence” implies an earnest effort or commitment. The Greek word 
used here can also mean to be zealous or eager. This call to action stresses that spiritual 
growth requires intentionality and hard work. It is not enough for believers to passively 
accept their faith; they must actively pursue it.

3. “to make your calling and election sure:”



• The terms “calling” and “election” are significant theological concepts in Christianity. 
“Calling” refers to God’s invitation to individuals to enter into a relationship with Him 
through faith in Christ. “Election,” on the other hand, denotes God’s choice of certain 
individuals for salvation before the foundation of the world (Ephesians 1:4).

• To “make sure” means to confirm or establish certainty about one’s status as chosen by 
God. This does not imply that one can lose their salvation but rather that believers 
should seek assurance through their actions and character.

4. “for if ye do these things,”

• The phrase “these things” refers back to the qualities listed in verses 5-7—faith, virtue, 
knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness, and charity. Peter 
emphasizes that practicing these virtues serves as evidence of one’s genuine faith and 
calling.

5. “ye shall never fall.”

• The promise that follows is profound: those who diligently pursue these qualities will 
not stumble or fall away from their faith. This does not suggest absolute perfection but 
rather indicates a state of spiritual stability and perseverance in faith.

• The assurance given here reflects a theme found throughout Scripture—that genuine 
faith produces fruit (Matthew 7:16-20) and leads to eternal security (John 10:28-29).

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 1:10 serves as both an exhortation and a reassurance for believers. It calls them to 
actively engage in their spiritual journey by embodying Christlike qualities while simultaneously 
affirming that such diligence confirms their divine calling and election.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 1:11 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

2 Peter 1:11 states, “For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” This verse serves as a culmination of the preceding 
exhortations in the chapter, emphasizing the importance of spiritual growth and moral character in the 
life of a believer. The Apostle Peter encourages Christians to actively pursue virtues that reflect their 
faith, assuring them that such diligence will lead to a rich welcome into God’s eternal kingdom.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “For so”
The phrase “for so” indicates a connection to what has been previously discussed in the 
chapter. It refers back to the qualities and virtues that believers are encouraged to cultivate—
faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness, and charity (2 



Peter 1:5-7). The implication is that these attributes are not merely optional but essential for a 
fruitful Christian life.

2. “an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly”
The term “entrance” here signifies more than just admission; it conveys the idea of a grand 
welcome or reception into God’s presence. The word “ministered,” which is derived from the 
same Greek root as “add” in verse 5, suggests that this entrance is not something earned by 
human effort alone but is graciously provided by God. The use of “abundantly” emphasizes 
that this welcome will be generous and overflowing—reflecting God’s grace towards those 
who have faithfully pursued spiritual growth.

3. “into the everlasting kingdom”
This phrase points to the ultimate destination for believers—the eternal state where God reigns 
supreme. The term “everlasting” underscores the permanence and unending nature of this 
kingdom, contrasting it with earthly kingdoms that are temporary and subject to decay. It 
affirms that believers will enjoy an eternal relationship with Christ in His kingdom.

4. “of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”
By attributing this kingdom specifically to “our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,” Peter 
reinforces the centrality of Christ in salvation and eternal life. It highlights His authority as 
both Lord (indicating His sovereignty) and Saviour (emphasizing His role in redemption). This 
dual title serves as a reminder that entry into this everlasting kingdom is only possible through 
faith in Jesus Christ.

Theological Implications

The theological implications of this verse are profound:

• Assurance of Salvation:  Believers can find comfort in knowing that their efforts to grow 
spiritually are recognized by God and rewarded with an abundant entrance into His kingdom.

• Call to Diligence:  There is an inherent call for Christians to remain diligent in their faith 
journey. Spiritual growth is not passive; it requires intentionality and effort.

• Eternal Perspective:  This verse encourages believers to maintain an eternal perspective on 
their lives. Understanding that there is a glorious future awaiting them can motivate them 
through trials and tribulations.

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 1:11 encapsulates key themes of assurance, diligence, and hope within the 
Christian faith. It serves as both an encouragement for believers to pursue godly qualities actively 
while also providing reassurance about their ultimate destiny in Christ’s everlasting kingdom.



Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 1:12 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

2 Peter 1:12 states, “Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these 
things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth.” This verse serves as a pivotal 
point in Peter’s epistle, encapsulating his intention to remind his readers of essential truths about their 
faith. The Apostle Peter emphasizes the importance of continual reminders even for those who are 
already knowledgeable and established in their beliefs.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Wherefore I will not be negligent”

• The term “wherefore” (Greek: dio) indicates a logical connection to the preceding 
verses where Peter discusses the divine power that has granted believers everything 
necessary for life and godliness. By stating he will not be negligent, Peter expresses his 
commitment to actively engage with his audience regarding their spiritual growth. The 
phrase suggests a sense of responsibility and urgency on Peter’s part to ensure that his 
readers remain grounded in their faith.

2. “to put you always in remembrance of these things”

• Here, “put you always in remembrance” implies an ongoing effort by Peter to remind 
his audience about critical aspects of their faith. The use of “always” underscores the 
necessity for regular reinforcement of foundational truths. This reflects a pastoral 
concern; even those who are well-versed in doctrine can benefit from revisiting core 
principles.

3. “though ye know them”

• Acknowledging that his readers are already familiar with these teachings demonstrates 
humility on Peter’s part. He does not assume superiority over them but rather 
recognizes their existing knowledge base. This acknowledgment serves to strengthen 
the bond between him and his audience, fostering an environment conducive to learning
and growth.

4. “and be established in the present truth”

• The phrase “established in the present truth” indicates that the readers have a firm grasp
on the truths they have received thus far. The term “present truth” refers not only to 
current revelations but also highlights the relevance of these truths within their lives as 
Christians at that moment. It suggests an active engagement with faith that is both 
dynamic and applicable.



Theological Implications

Peter’s insistence on reminding believers about foundational truths speaks volumes about Christian 
discipleship. It underscores several key theological concepts:

• The Importance of Remembrance:  Regularly revisiting core doctrines is vital for spiritual 
health and maturity. Just as physical nourishment is necessary for bodily health, spiritual 
nourishment through reminders helps maintain a robust faith.

• Community Responsibility:  There is an inherent responsibility within Christian communities 
to support one another through teaching and reminders. This communal aspect fosters unity and
collective growth among believers.

• Awareness of Human Nature:  Recognizing that even established believers may forget or 
overlook fundamental truths reveals an understanding of human nature’s tendency toward 
forgetfulness or distraction amidst life’s challenges.

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 1:12 serves as both a reminder and an exhortation from Peter to his readers about 
the significance of staying rooted in their faith through continual reminders of essential truths. His 
approach reflects pastoral care, acknowledging both their knowledge and need for ongoing 
encouragement.

Final Thoughts

This verse encapsulates a profound principle within Christian living: no matter how mature one 
becomes in faith, there remains value in revisiting foundational teachings regularly.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 1:13 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse  In this verse, the Apostle Peter expresses his intention to remind his 
readers of essential truths as long as he is alive. This statement reflects both a pastoral concern and an 
acknowledgment of his impending death. The context of this verse is crucial for understanding Peter’s 
motivation and the significance of his message.

Text of 2 Peter 1:13 (KJV)  “Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by 
putting you in remembrance;”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Yea, I think it meet”

• The phrase “I think it meet” indicates that Peter believes it is appropriate or necessary 
for him to take action. The word “meet” here suggests a sense of duty or obligation. It 
shows that Peter feels compelled to remind his audience of important truths.



2. “as long as I am in this tabernacle,”

• The term “tabernacle” metaphorically refers to Peter’s physical body. This aligns with 
similar language used by Paul in 2 Corinthians 5:1-4, where he also describes the body 
as a temporary dwelling place for the soul. By using “tabernacle,” Peter emphasizes the 
transient nature of human life and the inevitability of death.

3. “to stir you up by putting you in remembrance;”

• The phrase “to stir you up” conveys an active effort to awaken or invigorate the minds 
and hearts of his readers. It implies that believers may become complacent or forgetful 
regarding their spiritual responsibilities and truths. By “putting you in remembrance,” 
Peter aims to refresh their memories about foundational Christian teachings and 
encourage them to live out their faith actively.

Theological Implications  Peter’s statement highlights several theological themes:

• The Importance of Remembrance:  Reminding believers about core truths is vital for spiritual
growth and perseverance in faith. It underscores the necessity for continual engagement with 
Scripture and doctrine.

• Mortality and Urgency:  Acknowledging that he is nearing the end of his life adds urgency to 
Peter’s exhortation. He recognizes that time is limited, which motivates him to impart wisdom 
before he departs from this world.

• Pastoral Responsibility:  As an apostle, Peter takes seriously his role in shepherding God’s 
people. His desire to remind them reflects a deep commitment to their spiritual well-being.

Conclusion  In summary, 2 Peter 1:13 serves as a poignant reminder from the Apostle Peter about the 
need for continual reinforcement of Christian truths among believers. His use of metaphorical 
language regarding the body emphasizes life’s temporality while calling attention to the importance of 
being stirred up spiritually through reminders.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 1:14 (KJV)

Text of the Verse:  “Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus 
Christ hath shewed me.”

Analysis of Key Phrases:

1. “Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle”:

• The phrase “put off this my tabernacle” is a metaphorical expression used by Peter to 
refer to his impending death. The term “tabernacle” signifies the physical body, likening
it to a temporary dwelling or tent. This imagery suggests that life on earth is transient 



and that death is akin to moving from a temporary residence to a more permanent one. 
Peter’s awareness of his mortality reflects a common theme in Christian theology, 
where the body is viewed as a vessel for the soul.

2. “shortly”:

• The use of “shortly” indicates Peter’s belief that his death was imminent. This urgency 
underscores the importance of his message and exhortations in the preceding verses. He 
emphasizes that he has limited time left to impart wisdom and encouragement to his 
readers.

3. “even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed me”:

• Here, Peter refers back to an earlier revelation he received from Jesus regarding the 
manner of his death. This revelation is documented in John 21:18-19, where Jesus 
foretells that Peter would die by crucifixion when he was old. By stating “hath shewed 
me,” Peter acknowledges both the prophetic nature of Christ’s words and their 
fulfillment in his current situation.

Contextual Significance:

• Historical Context:

• This epistle is believed to have been written towards the end of Peter’s life, likely 
during a time of persecution for Christians under Roman rule. Understanding this 
context helps readers appreciate the gravity with which Peter approaches his final 
exhortations.

• Theological Implications:

• The verse encapsulates key Christian beliefs about life, death, and resurrection. It serves
as a reminder for believers to live purposefully and remain steadfast in their faith, 
knowing that earthly existence is temporary.

Practical Application:

• For contemporary readers, this verse encourages reflection on one’s own mortality and prompts
an examination of how one lives out their faith daily. It serves as an invitation to prioritize 
spiritual growth and community support while recognizing the fleeting nature of life.

• Additionally, it can inspire individuals to consider what legacy they wish to leave behind—
much like Peter sought to ensure through his writings.

In summary, 2 Peter 1:14 serves as both a personal declaration from Peter about his impending death 
and a broader theological statement about the nature of life and faith in Christ.



Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 1:15 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

2 Peter 1:15 states, “Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease to have these 
things always in remembrance.” This verse is part of a larger context where the Apostle Peter 
emphasizes the importance of remembering and practicing the truths of the Christian faith. As he 
approaches his impending death, Peter expresses a deep concern for the spiritual well-being of his 
readers.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Moreover I will endeavour”

• The term “endeavour” indicates a strong commitment and effort on Peter’s part. He is 
not merely suggesting or hoping; he is determined to take action. This reflects his role 
as a leader and teacher within the early Christian community, showing that he takes 
seriously his responsibility to guide others in their faith.

2. “that ye may be able”

• Here, Peter expresses his desire for his readers to have the capacity or means to 
remember the teachings he has imparted. This implies that it is not just about hearing or 
reading these truths but being equipped to recall them effectively in their lives.

3. “after my decease”

• The word “decease,” translated from the Greek term “exodon,” carries connotations of 
departure or exodus rather than simply death. It suggests a transition from one state of 
existence to another, indicating Peter’s belief in life beyond this earthly realm. He 
acknowledges that he will soon leave this world but aims to ensure that his teachings 
endure beyond his physical presence.

4. “to have these things always in remembrance”

• The phrase “always in remembrance” underscores the necessity for continual reflection 
on and adherence to Christian truths. Peter’s intention is for his readers not only to 
remember these teachings occasionally but to keep them at the forefront of their minds 
throughout their lives.

Contextual Significance

In this passage, Peter is addressing believers who are already familiar with foundational Christian 
doctrines. His exhortation serves as both a reminder and an encouragement for them to remain 
steadfast in their faith even after he has passed away. The emphasis on remembrance highlights a 
critical aspect of Christian discipleship: active engagement with and retention of spiritual truths.



Peter’s approach aligns with Jesus’ commandment found in John 21:15-17, where He instructs Peter to
“feed my sheep.” By ensuring that his teachings are recorded and remembered, Peter fulfills this 
directive by nurturing the spiritual growth of those entrusted to him.

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 1:15 encapsulates Peter’s earnest desire for believers to maintain a strong 
connection with essential truths after his departure from this life. His commitment to ensuring they can
recall these teachings reflects both pastoral care and theological depth, emphasizing the enduring 
nature of God’s truth across generations.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 1:16 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

2 Peter 1:16 states, “For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto 
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty.” This verse 
serves as a critical assertion by the Apostle Peter regarding the authenticity and reliability of the 
Christian message he preached. It addresses concerns about false teachings and emphasizes the basis 
of apostolic authority.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “For we have not followed cunningly devised fables”

• The phrase “cunningly devised fables” refers to stories or teachings that are skillfully 
crafted by human wisdom rather than being grounded in truth. The term “fables” 
(Greek: μυθοις) suggests myths or legends that lack factual basis. Peter is asserting that 
his teachings are not based on such deceptive narratives but are rooted in real 
experiences and divine revelation.

2. “when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ”

• Here, Peter highlights two significant aspects of Christ’s ministry: His “power” and His 
“coming.” The term “power” indicates the miraculous works and authority of Jesus, 
particularly those witnessed during His earthly ministry, including His resurrection. The
phrase “coming” (Greek: παρουσίας) refers specifically to the second coming of Christ, 
which was a central theme in early Christian preaching. By stating this, Peter 
emphasizes that his message was focused on concrete events rather than speculative 
ideas.

3. “but were eyewitnesses of his majesty”

• This part underscores Peter’s personal experience as an eyewitness to significant events 
in Jesus’ life, particularly the Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-8). The term 
“eyewitnesses” (Greek: ἐπόπται) implies a privileged position where one has firsthand 
knowledge of an event. By using this term, Peter affirms that he and other apostles had 



direct encounters with Jesus’ divine glory (“majesty”), providing them with undeniable 
evidence for their claims.

Contextual Significance

In the broader context of 2 Peter, this verse serves as a defense against false teachers who were 
spreading misleading doctrines among believers. By establishing his credibility as an eyewitness and 
contrasting it with fabricated stories, Peter aims to strengthen the faith of his readers. He reassures 
them that their beliefs are founded on authentic experiences rather than mere speculation or myth.

Furthermore, this verse connects with earlier themes in both 1 and 2 Peter regarding suffering for faith 
and maintaining steadfastness amidst challenges. By affirming their shared experiences with Christ’s 
power and glory, Peter encourages believers to remain firm in their convictions despite external 
pressures.

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 1:16 is a powerful declaration by the Apostle Peter emphasizing that Christian 
teaching is based on genuine experiences rather than myths or clever fabrications. It serves as both a 
reminder for believers about the authenticity of their faith and a warning against false teachings that 
seek to undermine it.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 1:17 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

2 Peter 1:17 states, “For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a 
voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” This verse
is part of a larger discourse where the Apostle Peter emphasizes the authenticity of his witness 
regarding Jesus Christ’s divine nature and authority. The context of this verse relates to the 
Transfiguration of Jesus, an event that Peter personally witnessed.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “For he received from God the Father honour and glory”

• The phrase begins with “For,” indicating that this statement provides a reason or 
explanation for what has been previously mentioned. In this case, it refers to the divine 
affirmation given to Jesus during His Transfiguration. The term “received” suggests an 
act of receiving something significant and valuable—here, it denotes that Jesus was 
honored by God.

• “God the Father” signifies the relationship between God and Jesus, emphasizing that it 
is God who bestows honor and glory upon His Son. This establishes a clear hierarchy 
within the Trinity where God the Father acknowledges Jesus’ divine status.

2. “when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory”



• The phrase “when there came such a voice” indicates a specific moment in time when 
God’s voice was heard. This refers directly to the event at the Transfiguration where 
God’s declaration affirmed Jesus’ identity.

• “from the excellent glory” describes not just any voice but one that emanates from a 
place of majesty and splendor. The term “excellent” (Greek: μεγαλοπρεπής) implies 
magnificence or grandeur, suggesting that God’s presence was both powerful and awe-
inspiring.

3. “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”

• This quotation reflects God’s direct proclamation about Jesus. It serves as both an 
endorsement of Jesus’ identity as His Son and an expression of divine approval.

• The use of “beloved Son” underscores intimacy and affection; it highlights that Jesus 
holds a unique position in relation to God.

• The phrase “in whom I am well pleased” conveys God’s satisfaction with Jesus’ mission
and character. It indicates that Jesus fulfills all righteousness and embodies God’s will 
perfectly.

Theological Implications

• Affirmation of Christ’s Divinity:  This verse serves as a powerful testimony to Christ’s divine 
nature. By stating that He received honor and glory from God, Peter affirms that Jesus is not 
merely a prophet or teacher but indeed the Son of God.

• Witnessing Authority:  Peter’s emphasis on having witnessed this event lends credibility to his
teachings about Christ’s power and coming kingdom (as discussed earlier in 2 Peter). His 
firsthand experience adds weight to his exhortations for believers to remain steadfast in their 
faith.

• Encouragement for Believers:  For contemporary readers, this passage reassures them of 
Christ’s exalted status before God. It encourages believers to trust in Christ’s authority as they 
navigate their spiritual journeys.

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 1:17 encapsulates a pivotal moment in Christian theology—the acknowledgment 
by God Himself of Jesus as His beloved Son during His Transfiguration. This verse not only reinforces
Christ’s divine identity but also serves as an encouragement for believers regarding their faith in Him.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 1:18 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

2 Peter 1:18 states, “And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the 
holy mount.” This verse is part of a larger discourse where the Apostle Peter emphasizes the 



authenticity and divine origin of his message about Jesus Christ. It serves as a powerful affirmation of 
the apostolic witness to Jesus’ glory and authority.

Contextual Background

To fully understand this verse, it is essential to consider its context within the epistle. The Apostle 
Peter writes to believers, reminding them of their faith and encouraging them to grow in knowledge 
and virtue. He references his firsthand experiences with Jesus, particularly during significant events 
such as the Transfiguration. This event is recorded in the Gospels (Matthew 17:1-9; Mark 9:2-8; Luke 
9:28-36) and serves as a pivotal moment where Jesus’ divine nature was revealed.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “And this voice which came from heaven”

• The phrase refers to the audible declaration made by God during the Transfiguration. 
This voice affirmed Jesus as His beloved Son, emphasizing His unique relationship with
the Father. The use of “this voice” indicates that Peter is drawing attention to a specific 
moment that holds great significance for understanding Jesus’ identity.

2. “we heard”

• By stating “we heard,” Peter emphasizes that he, along with James and John, were not 
mere spectators but active participants in this divine revelation. Their firsthand 
experience lends credibility to their testimony about Jesus.

3. “when we were with him”

• This phrase highlights the intimate relationship between Jesus and His disciples. Being 
“with him” signifies not only physical proximity but also spiritual companionship and 
learning. It underscores that these revelations were given in a context of close 
fellowship.

4. “in the holy mount”

• The term “holy mount” refers specifically to the mountain where the Transfiguration 
occurred, traditionally identified as Mount Tabor or possibly Mount Hermon. The 
designation “holy” indicates that this location was set apart due to God’s presence and 
action there, similar to other biblical instances where God manifested Himself (e.g., 
Exodus 3:5).

Theological Implications

Peter’s assertion serves multiple theological purposes:

• Affirmation of Christ’s Divinity:  By recounting his experience of hearing God’s voice 
affirming Jesus as His Son, Peter reinforces Christ’s divine nature and authority.



• Eyewitness Testimony:  The emphasis on being eyewitnesses provides a foundation for 
apostolic authority in teaching about Christ. It establishes that their message is based on real 
experiences rather than myths or fables.

• Encouragement for Believers:  For early Christians facing persecution or doubt, Peter’s 
reminder serves as an encouragement that their faith is grounded in genuine encounters with 
God through Christ.

Conclusion

In conclusion, 2 Peter 1:18 encapsulates a profound moment in Christian history where divine 
affirmation meets human experience. It stands as a testament to both Peter’s authority as an apostle and
the foundational truth of Jesus’ identity as God’s Son.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 1:19 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

2 Peter 1:19 states, “We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take 
heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your 
hearts.” This verse emphasizes the importance of prophetic scripture and its role in guiding believers 
through spiritual darkness until the ultimate revelation of Christ.

“We have also a more sure word of prophecy;”

The phrase “more sure word of prophecy” indicates that Peter is affirming the reliability and certainty 
of prophetic scripture. The term “more sure” suggests a comparison with previous experiences or 
revelations, particularly his own eyewitness account of the Transfiguration (as described earlier in the 
chapter). While Peter witnessed Christ’s glory firsthand, he asserts that the prophecies concerning 
Christ are even more dependable. This underscores the idea that God’s Word is foundational for faith 
and understanding.

“whereunto ye do well that ye take heed,”

Peter encourages his audience to “take heed” to this prophetic word. The phrase implies an active 
engagement with scripture—studying it diligently and applying its truths to one’s life. The exhortation 
“ye do well” highlights the value and necessity of paying attention to these prophecies. It suggests that 
doing so is not just beneficial but essential for spiritual growth and discernment.

“as unto a light that shineth in a dark place,”

Here, Peter uses metaphorical language to describe prophecy as a “light.” In biblical literature, light 
often symbolizes truth, guidance, and divine revelation. The “dark place” represents the moral and 
spiritual confusion present in the world. Prophecy serves as illumination amid this darkness, providing 
clarity about God’s plans and purposes. Just as a lamp guides travelers through obscurity at night, so 
does prophecy guide believers through life’s uncertainties.



“until the day dawn,”

The phrase “until the day dawn” signifies an anticipated future event—the return of Christ or His 
ultimate revelation. This dawning represents hope for believers; it is when all things will be made clear
and perfect light will replace darkness. The use of “day” here contrasts with the current state of 
spiritual darkness, suggesting that while prophecies provide guidance now, there will come a time 
when full understanding will be realized.

“and the day star arise in your hearts.”

The final part of this verse introduces another metaphor: “the day star.” Often interpreted as referring 
to Jesus Christ Himself (see Revelation 22:16), this imagery conveys hope and assurance for believers.
When Christ arises in their hearts—through faith and understanding—He brings enlightenment and 
joy. This internal illumination signifies transformation; it indicates that believers are no longer in 
darkness but are filled with divine truth.

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 1:19 emphasizes both the reliability of prophetic scripture and its vital role in 
guiding believers through spiritual darkness until Christ’s return. It calls Christians to actively engage 
with God’s Word as their source of light amid confusion while looking forward to the ultimate 
revelation when Christ fully illuminates their hearts.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 1:20 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

2 Peter 1:20 states, “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private 
interpretation.” This verse serves as a critical reminder about the nature of biblical prophecy and its 
divine origin. The apostle Peter emphasizes that understanding scripture requires acknowledging its 
source and purpose.

“Knowing this first”

The phrase “Knowing this first” indicates that Peter is establishing a foundational principle for 
interpreting scripture. It suggests that readers should prioritize this understanding before delving into 
the complexities of prophetic messages. This opening phrase underscores the importance of 
approaching scripture with reverence and awareness of its divine origins.

“that no prophecy of the scripture”

Here, Peter clarifies what he means by “prophecy.” The term refers specifically to messages from God 
delivered through prophets, which are recorded in the scriptures. By stating “no prophecy,” he asserts a
universal truth applicable to all prophetic writings within the Bible, particularly those found in the Old 
Testament.



“is of any private interpretation”

The phrase “is of any private interpretation” has been subject to various interpretations throughout 
history. The Greek term used here, “idias epiluseos,” can be understood as meaning that prophecies do 
not originate from an individual’s personal insights or opinions. Instead, they are divinely inspired 
messages meant for a broader audience.

This part of the verse emphasizes two key points:

1. Divine Origin:  Prophecies are not products of human invention or speculation; they come from
God Himself. This reinforces the idea that scripture should be approached with respect and 
seriousness because it conveys God’s will and intentions.

2. Collective Understanding:  The term “private interpretation” suggests that individual 
interpretations based solely on personal feelings or thoughts may lead to misunderstandings. 
Instead, proper interpretation requires a collective approach—one that considers context, 
historical background, and other scriptural references.

Contextual Significance

To fully grasp 2 Peter 1:20, it is essential to consider its surrounding verses. In 2 Peter 1:16-19, Peter 
speaks about his eyewitness account of Jesus’ majesty during the transfiguration and affirms that his 
teachings are grounded in divine revelation rather than myths or fables. This context reinforces his 
assertion in verse 20 by highlighting that true understanding comes from recognizing God’s authority 
over prophetic messages.

Furthermore, verse 21 elaborates on why prophecies cannot be privately interpreted: “For the prophecy
came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost.” This connection illustrates that prophetic words were delivered under divine inspiration rather 
than human initiative.

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 1:20 serves as a crucial reminder for believers regarding how to approach biblical 
prophecy. It emphasizes that:

• Understanding scripture begins with recognizing its divine origin.
• Prophetic messages are not products of individual insight but rather revelations from God.
• Proper interpretation requires humility and reliance on God’s guidance through His Spirit.

By adhering to these principles, readers can engage with scripture more faithfully and responsibly.



Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 1:21 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

2 Peter 1:21 states, “For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” This verse is crucial for understanding the nature of 
biblical prophecy and its divine origin. It emphasizes that prophetic messages are not products of 
human invention or desire but are instead inspired by God through His Spirit.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man”

• This phrase establishes a clear distinction between human-originated ideas and divine 
revelation. The term “prophecy” refers to messages from God concerning future events 
or truths about His character and plans. The phrase “not in old time” indicates that this 
principle applies to all prophetic utterances throughout history, particularly those 
recorded in Scripture.

• The expression “by the will of man” underscores that these prophecies did not arise 
from human initiative, imagination, or personal ambition. Instead, they were not mere 
reflections of human thoughts or desires but were divinely orchestrated 
communications.

2. “but holy men of God spake”

• Here, Peter identifies the agents through whom God communicated His prophecies: 
“holy men of God.” This designation implies that these individuals were set apart for 
God’s purposes and lived lives dedicated to Him. Their holiness was essential for their 
role as prophets because it reflects their closeness to God’s will and character.

• The term “spake” indicates that these men verbally communicated God’s messages. It 
suggests an active engagement where they conveyed what they received from God 
rather than creating their own narratives.

3. “as they were moved by the Holy Ghost”

• This final phrase reveals how these holy men delivered God’s messages: they were 
“moved by the Holy Ghost.” The Greek term translated as “moved” can be understood 
as being carried along or influenced by an external force—in this case, the Holy Spirit.

• This highlights a critical aspect of biblical inspiration: while prophets retained their 
personalities and styles, their words were ultimately directed and empowered by God’s 
Spirit. Thus, every prophecy is rooted in divine authority rather than human speculation.

Theological Implications

The implications of 2 Peter 1:21 are profound for understanding Scripture’s authority and reliability:



• Divine Inspiration:  The verse affirms that Scripture is inspired by God Himself; it is not 
merely a collection of wise sayings or historical accounts but a coherent message from the 
Creator.

• Authority Over Human Thought:  Since prophecies originate from God rather than human 
intellect, believers can trust them as authoritative guides for faith and practice.

• Role of the Holy Spirit:  The involvement of the Holy Spirit in inspiring Scripture emphasizes 
His active role in guiding believers today through understanding and interpreting God’s Word.

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 1:21 serves as a foundational text affirming that biblical prophecy is divinely 
inspired rather than humanly devised. It reassures believers that what they read in Scripture comes 
from holy individuals who spoke under divine influence, ensuring its truthfulness and relevance across
generations.

CHAPTER 2:

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 2:1 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

2 Peter 2:1 states, “But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false 
teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought 
them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.” This verse serves as a warning against the 
presence of false teachers within the Christian community. It highlights the historical context of false 
prophets in Israel and draws a parallel to future occurrences within the church.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “But there were false prophets also among the people”
This phrase establishes a historical precedent for false prophets existing among God’s people. 
The reference to “the people” likely pertains to Israel during its history, where numerous 
prophets claimed to speak for God but led many astray. This sets a tone of caution for believers 
about similar dangers in their midst.

2. “even as there shall be false teachers among you”
Here, Peter predicts that just as there were false prophets in the past, so too will there be false 
teachers in the early Christian church. The term “false teachers” indicates individuals who 
distort or misrepresent Christian doctrine for personal gain or influence. This serves as an 
admonition that such individuals will infiltrate the church community.



3. “who privily shall bring in damnable heresies”
The word “privily” suggests that these false teachers will introduce their destructive teachings 
subtly and secretly rather than openly declaring their intentions. The term “damnable heresies” 
refers to teachings that lead to spiritual ruin and separation from God. These heresies are not 
merely incorrect interpretations but are fundamentally opposed to core Christian truths.

4. “even denying the Lord that bought them”
This phrase is particularly striking because it implies that these false teachers once had some 
form of relationship with Christ—indicated by being “bought.” The idea of being “bought” 
refers to redemption through Christ’s sacrifice, suggesting that these individuals may have 
professed faith at some point but ultimately deny His lordship through their actions and 
teachings.

5. “and bring upon themselves swift destruction.”
The final part of this verse warns of the consequences awaiting these false teachers: “swift 
destruction.” This indicates that despite any apparent success or popularity they may achieve 
temporarily, divine judgment is certain and imminent for those who lead others astray from true
doctrine.

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 2:1 serves as a profound warning regarding the infiltration of false teachings 
within the church community. It emphasizes both historical examples from Israel’s past and prophetic 
insight into future challenges faced by believers. The verse calls Christians to remain vigilant against 
deceptive doctrines that can undermine their faith and lead them away from genuine relationship with 
Christ.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 2:2 (KJV)

Text of the Verse:  “And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth
shall be evil spoken of.”

Analysis and Commentary:

1. “And many shall follow their pernicious ways;”

• The term “many” indicates a significant number of individuals who will be influenced 
by false teachers. This suggests that the appeal of these teachers is widespread, 
capturing the attention and allegiance of a large audience. The use of “shall follow” 
implies a future action, indicating that this is not merely a past occurrence but a 
prophetic statement about ongoing and future events within the Christian community.

• The word “pernicious” denotes something that is destructive or harmful. It highlights 
the nature of the teachings being propagated by these false teachers. Their ways are not 
just erroneous; they lead to spiritual ruin and moral decay. This serves as a warning to 



believers about the dangers posed by those who distort the truth for personal gain or 
misguided ideology.

2. “by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.”

• The phrase “by reason of whom” connects the actions and influence of false teachers 
directly to the consequences faced by the broader community. Their pernicious ways 
result in negative perceptions about “the way of truth,” which refers to the genuine 
teachings and doctrines associated with Jesus Christ and His gospel.

• The expression “shall be evil spoken of” indicates that due to the actions and teachings 
of these false prophets, there will be slander or misrepresentation against true 
Christianity. This reflects how false teachings can lead to disrepute for authentic faith, 
causing outsiders to view Christianity negatively based on the behaviors exhibited by 
those claiming to represent it.

• This verse underscores a critical aspect of Christian witness: when leaders or influential 
figures within a faith community engage in destructive practices, it tarnishes not only 
their reputation but also that of Christianity as a whole.

3. Contextual Significance:

• In light of 2 Peter as a whole, this verse serves as part of Peter’s broader warning 
against false teachers infiltrating the church. He emphasizes that such individuals do not
merely present alternative views; they actively lead others away from sound doctrine, 
resulting in both personal harm and communal disgrace.

• Peter’s admonition is particularly relevant today, where various ideologies can infiltrate 
religious communities under the guise of truth while leading followers astray.

4. Application for Believers:

• Believers are encouraged to remain vigilant against teachings that deviate from biblical 
truth. They must discern between sound doctrine and pernicious errors that could lead 
them away from their faith.

• Additionally, this verse calls Christians to uphold their testimony in society, ensuring 
their lives reflect true Christian values so as not to contribute to any negative 
perceptions about their faith.

In summary, 2 Peter 2:2 serves as both a warning and an exhortation for believers regarding the 
influence and consequences associated with false teaching within the church.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 2:3 (KJV)

Contextual Background

The second chapter of 2 Peter serves as a warning against false teachers who have infiltrated the 
Christian community. The apostle Peter emphasizes the dangers posed by these individuals, who 
distort the truth of the Gospel for their own gain. This chapter is particularly focused on identifying the
characteristics and consequences of such false teachers.



Text of 2 Peter 2:3 (KJV)

“And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment 
now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “And through covetousness”

• The term “covetousness” refers to an intense desire for wealth or possessions, often at 
the expense of ethical considerations. In this context, it highlights that one of the 
primary motivations for false teachers is greed. They exploit their position to gain 
financially from their followers rather than genuinely caring for their spiritual well-
being.

2. “shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you”

• The phrase “feigned words” indicates that these teachers use deceptive language—
words that are crafted or molded to mislead others. This suggests that their teachings are
not based on genuine truth but are instead designed to manipulate and control.

• “Make merchandise of you” implies treating believers as commodities or products to be
exploited for profit. This metaphor underscores the predatory nature of these false 
teachers, who prioritize financial gain over spiritual integrity.

3. “whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not”

• Here, Peter reassures his audience that God’s judgment against these false teachers has 
been established from ancient times and is imminent. The phrase “of a long time 
lingereth not” conveys that while it may seem like justice is delayed, it is actually 
certain and approaching quickly.

4. “and their damnation slumbereth not.”

• The term “damnation” refers to eternal condemnation or punishment for sin. By stating 
that it “slumbereth not,” Peter emphasizes that God’s judgment is always vigilant and 
will eventually catch up with those who lead others astray. This serves as both a 
warning to the false teachers and an encouragement to believers that justice will 
ultimately prevail.

Theological Implications

This verse encapsulates several important theological themes:

• The Nature of False Teaching:  It reveals how greed can corrupt spiritual leaders, leading them
to exploit vulnerable believers.

• Divine Justice:  It affirms the belief in God’s eventual judgment against wrongdoing, 
reassuring believers that they are not abandoned in the face of deception.



• Call for Discernment:  Implicitly, this verse encourages Christians to be discerning about 
whom they listen to and follow in matters of faith.

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 2:3 serves as a stark warning about the dangers posed by false teachers motivated 
by greed and deceitful speech. It reassures believers that divine justice will ultimately prevail against 
such individuals, urging them to remain vigilant in their faith.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 2:4 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

2 Peter 2:4 states, “For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and 
delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment.” This verse serves as a critical 
reminder of God’s judgment and justice. It emphasizes that even beings of great power, such as angels,
are not exempt from divine retribution when they rebel against God.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “For if God spared not the angels that sinned”

• This phrase introduces a conditional statement that underscores God’s unwavering 
commitment to justice. The implication is clear: if God did not spare even the angels—
who are often viewed as powerful and exalted beings—then He will certainly not 
overlook sin in humanity. The term “angels that sinned” refers to those who fell from 
grace, which can be interpreted in various ways, including the rebellion led by Lucifer 
or the events described in Genesis 6:1-4 where “the sons of God” took human wives.

2. “but cast them down to hell”

• The Greek word used here for “hell” is “tartaroo,” which denotes a place of restraint or 
punishment specifically for these fallen angels. This term is significant because it 
indicates a distinct level of punishment separate from Sheol or Hades. In Greek 
mythology, Tartarus was considered the lowest part of the underworld, reserved for the 
most wicked beings. Thus, Peter’s use of this term reinforces the severity of God’s 
judgment.

3. “and delivered them into chains of darkness”

• The imagery here suggests confinement and restriction. The phrase “chains of darkness”
evokes a sense of being bound in an oppressive state devoid of light and hope. This 
metaphor illustrates their current condition—held captive due to their rebellion against 
God. Some interpretations suggest that there may be textual variations regarding 
whether “chains” or “pits/caves” should be used; however, both convey a sense of 
imprisonment.



4. “to be reserved unto judgment”

• This final clause indicates that these fallen angels are awaiting their ultimate judgment 
day. The concept of being “reserved unto judgment” implies that while they are 
currently restrained, their final fate has yet to be determined and will occur at a future 
time when all will face God’s righteous judgment.

Theological Implications

This verse carries profound theological implications regarding divine justice and accountability:

• God’s Justice:  The punishment meted out to rebellious angels serves as a warning about God’s
intolerance for sin among His creations.

• Human Accountability:  If even angels face consequences for their actions, humans should 
recognize that they too will be held accountable for their choices.

• Hope for Believers:  While this passage highlights judgment for the wicked, it also reassures 
believers that God knows how to deliver the righteous from trials (as seen in subsequent 
verses).

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 2:4 serves as a stark reminder of God’s justice and authority over all creation—
both heavenly and earthly. It emphasizes that no one is above accountability when it comes to sin 
against God.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 2:5 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

2 Peter 2:5 states, “And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of 
righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly.” This verse serves as a critical 
reminder of God’s judgment against wickedness and His mercy towards the righteous. It draws upon 
historical examples to illustrate these themes.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “And spared not the old world”

• This phrase refers to God’s decision not to spare humanity during the time of Noah, 
which is a reference to the antediluvian (pre-flood) society characterized by rampant 
wickedness. The term “old world” signifies a complete moral decay that led God to 
execute judgment through the flood. The implication here is that God’s justice is 
unwavering and that He does not overlook sin.

2. “but saved Noah the eighth person”



• The mention of Noah as “the eighth person” can be understood in two ways: either as 
one among eight individuals who were saved (Noah, his three sons, and their wives), or 
as a reference to Noah being an important figure among preachers of righteousness. The
latter interpretation suggests that Noah was significant in proclaiming God’s message 
during his time. This duality emphasizes both his role as a survivor and as a messenger.

3. “a preacher of righteousness”

• This title highlights Noah’s role in warning others about impending judgment while he 
built the ark. His preaching was an act of faithfulness amidst widespread disbelief and 
corruption. It underscores that even in times of great sinfulness, God provides 
messengers who call for repentance and righteousness.

4. “bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly”

• The phrase “bringing in the flood” indicates God’s active role in executing judgment 
against those who lived unrighteously. The term “world of the ungodly” refers 
specifically to those who rejected God’s authority and lived according to their sinful 
desires. This part of the verse serves as a stark reminder that divine judgment is 
inevitable for those who persist in ungodliness.

Theological Implications

• Judgment and Mercy:  This verse encapsulates two fundamental aspects of God’s nature: His 
justice in punishing sin and His mercy in saving those who are faithful. By saving Noah, God 
demonstrates that while He judges sin severely, He also provides refuge for those who seek 
Him.

• Historical Example:  Peter uses this historical account to warn his audience about false 
teachers within their midst, drawing parallels between their behavior and that of those 
destroyed by the flood. Just as God did not spare those who were wicked then, He will not 
spare false teachers today.

• Call to Righteousness:  The mention of Noah’s preaching serves as an encouragement for 
believers to remain steadfast in their faith and witness amidst adversity and moral decline.

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 2:5 serves as both a warning against ungodliness and an encouragement for 
believers to uphold righteousness despite societal pressures. It reminds us that God’s judgment is 
certain but also reassures us that He saves those who are faithful.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 2:6 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse



In 2 Peter 2:6, the Apostle Peter provides a sobering reminder of God’s judgment against sin and 
rebellion. This verse serves as part of a broader discourse on the fate of false teachers and ungodly 
individuals, drawing upon historical examples from Scripture to illustrate the certainty of divine 
retribution.

Text of the Verse

“And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, 
making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly;”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes”

• This phrase refers to the catastrophic destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah as recorded 
in Genesis 19:24-25. The term “turning into ashes” (Greek: τεφρωσας) indicates 
complete annihilation, emphasizing that these cities were utterly consumed by fire and 
brimstone. The imagery evokes a sense of finality regarding God’s judgment.

2. “condemned them with an overthrow”

• The word “condemned” signifies a judicial pronouncement against these cities due to 
their wickedness. The phrase “with an overthrow” suggests a sudden and decisive act of
judgment. This aligns with the biblical narrative where God intervened directly in 
response to the grievous sins prevalent in these cities, particularly their sexual 
immorality and lack of hospitality (Genesis 19:4-5).

3. “making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly;”

• Here, Peter underscores that the destruction serves as a warning or “ensample” for 
future generations. The Greek term used here implies not merely an example to follow 
but rather one to avoid—an admonition against engaging in similar sinful behaviors. By
referencing Sodom and Gomorrah, Peter highlights that God’s judgment is not limited 
to past events but extends as a cautionary tale for all who might choose to live ungodly 
lives.

Theological Implications

This verse encapsulates several theological themes:

• Divine Justice:  It affirms that God is just and will not overlook sin indefinitely. The 
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah illustrates His righteous anger towards unrepentant 
wickedness.

• Warning Against Sin:  By using historical examples, Peter emphasizes that believers should 
heed these warnings seriously. Just as those cities faced dire consequences for their actions, so 
too will any who engage in similar ungodliness face judgment.



• Hope for Righteousness:  While this passage focuses on condemnation, it also implicitly offers
hope for righteousness by contrasting the fate of the wicked with God’s deliverance for the 
faithful—a theme explored further in subsequent verses where Lot’s rescue is discussed.

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 2:6 serves as a powerful reminder of God’s capacity for judgment against sin 
while simultaneously functioning as a warning for future generations about the consequences of living 
contrary to His will. It calls believers to reflect on their conduct in light of divine justice and mercy.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 2:7

Contextual Background  The Second Epistle of Peter addresses the issue of false teachers and the 
judgment that awaits them. In this chapter, Peter draws upon historical examples to illustrate God’s 
justice in punishing the wicked while delivering the righteous. The verse in question, 2 Peter 2:7, 
specifically refers to Lot, a figure from the Old Testament known for his righteousness amidst a 
corrupt society.

Text of 2 Peter 2:7 (KJV)  “And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked.”

Analysis of Key Terms

1. “Delivered” : This term indicates an act of salvation or rescue. In this context, it refers to God’s
intervention to save Lot from the impending destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. The use of 
“delivered” emphasizes God’s active role in preserving the righteous.

2. “Just Lot” : The adjective “just” signifies righteousness or moral integrity. Lot is described as 
“just,” which highlights his character as someone who adhered to God’s standards despite 
living in a morally depraved environment. This designation serves to contrast him with the 
inhabitants of Sodom, who were characterized by their wickedness.

3. “Vexed” : This word conveys a sense of distress or torment. It suggests that Lot was deeply 
troubled by the immoral behavior surrounding him. The original Greek term implies being 
worn down or afflicted by witnessing constant wrongdoing.

4. “Filthy conversation” : The phrase “filthy conversation” literally translates to “behavior in 
licentiousness.” It refers to the immoral and shameless conduct exhibited by the people of 
Sodom and Gomorrah. This description underscores the severity of their sins and highlights 
why Lot felt vexed.

5. “Wicked” : This term refers to those who are lawless or unrighteous, emphasizing their 
disregard for divine and moral laws. The contrast between “just Lot” and “the wicked” serves 
to illustrate God’s justice in distinguishing between good and evil.



Theological Implications

• God’s Justice and Mercy : This verse encapsulates a central theme in Scripture—the 
dichotomy between judgment for sin and mercy for righteousness. Just as God delivered Noah 
from the flood (as mentioned earlier in this chapter), He also rescues Lot from destruction due 
to his righteous standing before Him.

• The Burden of Righteousness : Lot’s experience reflects a profound truth about living 
righteously in a corrupt world; it can be burdensome and painful. His vexation illustrates how 
exposure to pervasive immorality can weigh heavily on those who strive to live according to 
God’s standards.

• Encouragement for Believers : For contemporary readers, this verse serves as an 
encouragement that God sees and values righteousness even amidst widespread sinfulness. It 
reassures believers that they are not alone in their struggles against societal immorality; God is 
aware and will ultimately deliver them.

Conclusion  In summary, 2 Peter 2:7 presents a powerful reminder of God’s ability to save His people 
from judgment while highlighting the distress experienced by those who remain faithful amid rampant 
wickedness. It encourages believers today that their efforts toward righteousness are recognized by 
God, who promises deliverance from trials.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 2:8 (KJV)

Contextual Background

The second chapter of 2 Peter addresses the issue of false teachers and the consequences of their 
actions. Peter draws upon historical examples to illustrate God’s judgment against the ungodly while 
simultaneously affirming His ability to rescue the righteous. In this context, Lot serves as a significant 
figure representing those who are righteous yet surrounded by wickedness.

Analysis of 2 Peter 2:8

The verse reads: “For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his 
righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds.”

1. “For that righteous man”

• The term “righteous man” refers specifically to Lot, who is described as such despite 
his flaws and questionable decisions throughout his life. This designation emphasizes 
that righteousness is not solely based on one’s actions but rather on one’s relationship 
with God and faithfulness amidst adversity.

2. “dwelling among them”



• This phrase highlights Lot’s physical presence in Sodom, a city notorious for its 
sinfulness and moral decay. Lot chose to live in this environment, which was filled with 
lawlessness and depravity. His choice to dwell there reflects both a geographical and 
spiritual struggle, as he was surrounded by influences contrary to his beliefs.

3. “in seeing and hearing”

• The act of “seeing and hearing” indicates that Lot was constantly exposed to the sinful 
behaviors of the Sodomites. This exposure was not passive; it involved active 
engagement with the reality around him—witnessing their actions firsthand and 
listening to their conversations. Such sensory experiences would have had a profound 
impact on his psyche.

4. “vexed his righteous soul from day to day”

• The word “vexed,” derived from the Greek term “ebasanizen,” conveys a sense of 
torment or distress. It suggests that Lot experienced ongoing mental anguish due to the 
immoral acts he witnessed daily. His “righteous soul” indicates that despite living 
among wicked people, he maintained an inner sense of morality aligned with God’s 
standards.

• The phrase “from day to day” underscores the continuous nature of this torment, 
suggesting that it was not an isolated incident but rather a persistent struggle for Lot as 
he navigated life in Sodom.

5. “with their unlawful deeds.”

• The reference to “unlawful deeds” encapsulates the various sins committed by the 
inhabitants of Sodom, including violence, sexual immorality, and other forms of 
corruption. This phrase serves as a reminder that Lot’s distress stemmed from 
witnessing these acts which were contrary to God’s laws.

Theological Implications

This verse illustrates several key theological concepts:

• Righteousness Amidst Wickedness:  Lot’s designation as a “righteous man” serves as an 
important reminder that individuals can remain faithful even when surrounded by pervasive sin.

• Moral Sensitivity:  The torment experienced by Lot reflects a believer’s sensitivity towards sin 
and its effects on society. It encourages Christians today to be aware of moral decay around 
them while striving for holiness.

• God’s Deliverance:  Ultimately, this verse sets up the narrative for understanding how God 
intervenes in history—rescuing those who are faithful while judging those who persist in 
unrighteousness.



Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 2:8 provides profound insights into the character of Lot as a righteous individual 
grappling with the realities of living among sinners. His experience serves as both a warning and 
encouragement for believers facing similar challenges in contemporary society.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 2:9 (KJV)

Contextual Overview

The second chapter of 2 Peter addresses the issue of false teachers and their destructive influence 
within the church. Peter emphasizes God’s judgment against these false teachers while simultaneously 
assuring believers of His ability to deliver the righteous from trials and temptations. This verse serves 
as a pivotal conclusion to a series of conditional statements that illustrate God’s justice and mercy.

Verse Text

“The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day
of judgment to be punished.”  (2 Peter 2:9, KJV)

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “The Lord knoweth”

• This phrase establishes God’s omniscience and sovereignty. It reassures believers that 
God is fully aware of their circumstances and has the power to act accordingly. The use 
of “knoweth” implies not just awareness but also understanding and capability.

2. “how to deliver the godly out of temptations”

• The term “deliver” in this context means to rescue or draw away from danger. The 
“godly” refers to those who are righteous or faithful in their relationship with God. This 
part of the verse emphasizes that God has a plan for His people, ensuring they are not 
abandoned during trials.

• The word “temptations” can refer both to tests of faith and moral challenges. It 
highlights that while believers may face difficulties, God knows how to provide them 
with a way out or strength through those challenges.

3. “and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment”

• Here, “reserve” indicates that God is holding back or keeping the unjust for a specific 
purpose—namely, judgment. This reinforces the idea that there will be accountability 
for those who oppose God.

• The term “unjust” refers specifically to those who live unrighteously, breaking God’s 
laws and leading others astray.



4. “to be punished.”

• This final phrase underscores the certainty of punishment for those who reject God’s 
authority and lead others into sin. It serves as a warning about divine justice, affirming 
that no one escapes God’s judgment.

Theological Implications

This verse encapsulates two critical theological concepts: divine justice and divine mercy. On one 
hand, it assures believers that they will be delivered from trials; on the other hand, it warns that those 
who choose wickedness will face inevitable punishment.

• Divine Justice:  The assurance that God will judge false teachers reflects His commitment to 
righteousness.

• Divine Mercy:  The promise that He knows how to deliver His people provides comfort amid 
trials, reminding believers that they are not alone in their struggles.

Practical Application

For contemporary readers, this verse serves as both encouragement and caution:

• Encouragement:  Believers can take heart knowing that God is aware of their struggles and has
promised deliverance from temptations.

• Caution:  There is a serious warning against living unjustly; individuals must recognize that 
their actions have consequences before God.

In summary, 2 Peter 2:9 offers profound insights into God’s character as both a protector of His 
faithful followers and a righteous judge over all humanity.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 2:10 (KJV)

Contextual Background

The second chapter of 2 Peter serves as a warning against false teachers and their destructive influence
within the Christian community. The Apostle Peter emphasizes the certainty of divine judgment upon 
those who lead others astray, drawing parallels to historical examples of God’s judgment on the 
wicked. In this context, verse 10 specifically addresses the characteristics and behaviors of these false 
teachers.

Verse Text

“But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. 
Presumptuous are they, selfwilled; they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities. “ (2 Peter 2:10 
KJV)



Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “But chiefly them that walk after the flesh”

• The term “chiefly” indicates that Peter is highlighting a particular group among those 
who will face judgment—specifically, those who indulge in sinful desires. “Walk after 
the flesh” refers to living according to carnal desires rather than spiritual guidance. This 
phrase suggests a lifestyle characterized by sinfulness and moral corruption.

2. “in the lust of uncleanness”

• “Lust” denotes strong desires or cravings, often for things that are forbidden or 
immoral. “Uncleanness” implies a state of moral impurity or defilement. Together, this 
phrase describes individuals whose lives are dominated by unrestrained sexual 
immorality and other forms of moral degradation.

3. “and despise government.”

• The word “despise” means to regard something with contempt or disdain. Here, it refers
to a rejection of authority—both civil and spiritual. The term “government,” in this 
context, can be understood as any form of authority established by God, including 
church leadership and civil magistrates.

4. “Presumptuous are they, selfwilled;”

• “Presumptuous” describes individuals who act with boldness that crosses into 
arrogance; they overstep boundaries without fear of consequences. “Selfwilled” 
indicates a stubbornness or insistence on following one’s own desires rather than 
submitting to God’s will or authority.

5. “they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities.”

• This phrase highlights their audacity in speaking ill against those in positions of 
authority (“dignities”). It reflects a lack of reverence for both human authorities (like 
rulers) and possibly spiritual beings (such as angels). Their irreverence demonstrates 
their complete disregard for order and respect established by God.

Theological Implications

This verse underscores several theological points:

• Judgment on False Teachers:  Peter asserts that those who live according to their sinful nature 
will face divine judgment, emphasizing God’s justice.

• Moral Decay:  The behaviors described reflect a broader theme within Scripture regarding the 
dangers posed by unchecked sin and rebellion against authority.

• Authority and Submission:  The passage stresses the importance of respecting God-given 
authority structures within both society and the church.



Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 2:10 serves as a stark warning about the characteristics and fate of false teachers 
who live according to their sinful desires while showing contempt for authority. This verse 
encapsulates key themes related to morality, judgment, and respect for divinely instituted order.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 2:11 (KJV)

Text of the Verse  “Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation
against them before the Lord.”

Contextual Background  In this chapter, Peter addresses the issue of false teachers within the 
Christian community. He warns believers about their destructive influence and contrasts their behavior
with that of angels. The verse serves as a pivotal point in illustrating the arrogance of these false 
teachers compared to the humility and restraint exhibited by angels.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Whereas angels”

• This phrase introduces a comparison between angels and false teachers. Angels are 
depicted as beings of higher order, created by God with significant authority and power. 
The mention of “angels” indicates that Peter is referring to heavenly beings who serve 
God faithfully.

2. “which are greater in power and might”

• The terms “power” and “might” emphasize the strength and authority possessed by 
angels. “Power” (Greek: ἰσχύς) refers to physical strength or capability, while “might” 
(Greek: δύναμις) denotes moral or spiritual ability. This distinction highlights that 
angels possess both physical prowess and moral integrity, making them superior to 
humans, including the false teachers.

3. “bring not railing accusation against them”

• The phrase “bring not railing accusation” suggests that even though angels have the 
authority to judge or condemn, they do not resort to slanderous or abusive language 
when addressing others, even those deserving condemnation. The term “railing 
accusation” implies harsh criticism or blasphemy—something that is unbecoming for 
beings of such high standing.

4. “before the Lord.”

• This concluding phrase indicates that any judgment or accusations would be presented 
in God’s presence. It underscores the reverence that angels maintain towards God; they 
do not speak ill of others in His sight but instead leave judgment to Him alone.



Theological Implications  This verse carries significant theological weight regarding humility, respect
for authority, and proper conduct in spiritual matters. By contrasting the behavior of false teachers with
that of angels, Peter emphasizes that true followers of Christ should exhibit humility rather than 
arrogance. The implication is clear: if even powerful beings like angels refrain from making 
slanderous accusations against others, then humans—especially those who claim to be teachers—
should exercise similar restraint.

Practical Application  For contemporary readers, this verse serves as a reminder to approach 
discussions about others—especially those in positions of authority—with caution and respect. It 
encourages believers to avoid gossiping or speaking ill of others without just cause, reflecting on how 
even heavenly beings conduct themselves with dignity before God.

In summary, 2 Peter 2:11  illustrates a stark contrast between the respectful demeanor expected from 
spiritual leaders and the reckless behavior exhibited by false teachers. It calls for humility among 
believers while highlighting God’s ultimate authority over judgment.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 2:12 (KJV)

Contextual Background  The second chapter of 2 Peter is primarily focused on the condemnation of 
false teachers who infiltrate the Christian community. The apostle Peter warns believers about the 
destructive nature of these individuals and their teachings, emphasizing that their actions lead to moral 
corruption and spiritual ruin. This chapter serves as a stark reminder of the dangers posed by those 
who distort the truth of the Gospel for personal gain.

Analysis of 2 Peter 2:12  The verse reads: “But these, as natural brute beasts made to be taken and 
destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own 
corruption.”

1. “But these, as natural brute beasts”

• The phrase “natural brute beasts” refers to individuals who act without reason or 
understanding, akin to animals driven solely by instinct. This comparison highlights 
their lack of spiritual insight and moral reasoning. In biblical literature, animals often 
symbolize ignorance or unreasoning behavior. By likening false teachers to “brute 
beasts,” Peter underscores their depravity and inability to comprehend spiritual truths.

2. “made to be taken and destroyed”

• This part suggests that such individuals are destined for judgment due to their actions. 
The term “made” indicates a natural inclination towards destruction, implying that just 
as certain animals are caught for food or sport, these false teachers will ultimately face 
divine judgment. The language here reflects a sense of inevitability regarding their fate
—just as wild animals may fall into traps set by hunters, so too will these false teachers 
encounter God’s wrath.



3. “speak evil of the things that they understand not”

• Here, Peter points out that these individuals engage in slander against things they do not
truly comprehend. This could refer to spiritual matters, including doctrines about God, 
angels, or even civil authorities. Their ignorance leads them to blaspheme sacred truths 
because they lack genuine understanding or reverence for what they criticize.

4. “and shall utterly perish in their own corruption”

• The concluding phrase emphasizes the ultimate consequence of their actions—perishing
in their own corruption. The repetition of terms related to destruction (“perish,” 
“corruption”) reinforces the certainty of their fate. Their immoral lifestyle is self-
destructive; it leads them away from truth and toward eternal separation from God.

Theological Implications  This verse serves as a warning against false teachings and highlights the 
importance of discernment within the Christian community. It illustrates how ignorance can lead to 
blasphemy and ultimately results in spiritual death. Furthermore, it emphasizes God’s justice; those 
who mislead others will face severe consequences for their actions.

Practical Applications  Believers are encouraged to remain vigilant against false teachings by 
grounding themselves in Scripture and seeking wisdom from God through prayer and fellowship with 
other believers. Understanding sound doctrine is essential for recognizing error when it arises.

In summary, 2 Peter 2:12 provides a sobering depiction of false teachers as irrational beings destined 
for destruction due to their ignorance and corrupt practices.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 2:13 (KJV)

Contextual Background  The second chapter of 2 Peter addresses the issue of false teachers within 
the Christian community. These individuals are characterized by their immoral behavior and deceptive 
teachings, which threaten the integrity of the church. Peter warns believers about the consequences 
that these false teachers will face due to their actions.

Analysis of the Verse  The verse reads: “And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that 
count it pleasure to riot in the day time; spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their 
own deceivings while they feast with you.”

1. “And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness”

• This phrase indicates that there is a consequence for the actions of these false teachers. 
The term “reward” here refers to what they will earn as a result of their sinful behavior. 
In biblical terms, this often implies judgment or punishment. The concept aligns with 
other scriptural references such as Romans 6:23, which states, “For the wages of sin is 
death.” Thus, Peter emphasizes that these individuals will not escape divine justice.



2. “as they that count it pleasure to riot in the day time;”

• Here, Peter contrasts typical sinful behavior with that of these false teachers. Generally, 
people engage in immoral acts under cover of darkness due to shame or fear of 
exposure. However, these false teachers openly indulge in their sins during daylight 
hours without any sense of guilt or remorse. The word “riot” suggests excessive 
indulgence and revelry, indicating a lifestyle marked by debauchery and lack of 
restraint.

3. “spots they are and blemishes,”

• This metaphorical language portrays these false teachers as defects within the church 
community. Just as spots or blemishes mar a garment’s purity or beauty, so too do these 
individuals tarnish the reputation and moral standing of the church. This imagery serves
to highlight how their presence is detrimental to spiritual health and communal integrity.

4. “sporting themselves with their own deceivings”

• The term “sporting” implies living luxuriously or indulging in pleasures without regard 
for moral standards. It suggests an attitude where these individuals take delight in their 
deceptive practices—essentially enjoying their ability to mislead others while being 
fully aware of their wrongdoing.

5. “while they feast with you.”

• This final part underscores a critical aspect: these false teachers participate in communal
gatherings—likely referring to love feasts or meals shared among believers—while 
simultaneously engaging in immoral behaviors and spreading deceitful teachings. Their 
ability to blend into Christian fellowship while promoting corruption illustrates a 
significant threat to church unity and purity.

Conclusion  In summary, 2 Peter 2:13 serves as a stark warning against those who would lead 
believers astray through immorality and deception while masquerading as part of the faith community. 
The verse encapsulates themes of judgment for unrighteousness, public shamelessness in sinning, and 
the damaging impact such individuals have on the church’s integrity.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 2:14 (KJV)

Contextual Background

The second chapter of 2 Peter addresses the issue of false teachers within the early Christian 
community. Peter warns believers about these individuals who lead others astray through their 
immoral behavior and deceptive teachings. The entire chapter serves as a strong admonition against 
those who exploit the faith for personal gain, emphasizing the consequences of such actions.



Analysis of 2 Peter 2:14

The verse reads: “Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable 
souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children.”

1. “Having eyes full of adultery”

• This phrase indicates that these false teachers are consumed by lustful thoughts and 
desires. The term “eyes full of adultery” suggests a continual fixation on sinful 
pleasures, particularly sexual immorality. In biblical literature, the eye is often seen as a 
window to the soul (Matthew 6:22-23), meaning that what one focuses on can reflect 
their inner moral state. The implication here is that these individuals are not merely 
tempted but are actively engaged in seeking out opportunities for sin.

2. “and that cannot cease from sin;”

• This part emphasizes the inability of these false teachers to stop sinning. It does not 
imply a lack of capacity to cease from sin but rather highlights their unwillingness and 
moral corruption that drives them to continue in their sinful ways. Their hearts are 
hardened, and they have become slaves to their desires, unable to break free from the 
cycle of sin.

3. “beguiling unstable souls:”

• Here, Peter describes how these false teachers prey upon those who are “unstable.” This
refers to individuals who lack firm grounding in their faith or understanding of 
Christian doctrine. The term “beguiling” implies deception or seduction; these teachers 
use enticing words and promises to lure vulnerable believers into following them. This 
tactic is akin to fishing, where bait is used to catch unsuspecting fish.

4. “an heart they have exercised with covetous practices;”

• This phrase reveals the true motivation behind the actions of these false teachers: greed 
or covetousness. They have trained their hearts in deceitful practices aimed at exploiting
others for financial gain or personal advantage. The word “exercised” suggests a 
habitual practice; they have become skilled in manipulating others under the guise of 
spirituality while pursuing selfish ends.

5. “cursed children.”

• The final phrase serves as a stark condemnation of these individuals. “Cursed children” 
indicates that they are under divine judgment and destined for destruction due to their 
actions and teachings. This term reflects a serious theological stance regarding those 
who lead others away from truth and righteousness—essentially labeling them as 
unredeemable because they persistently reject God’s ways.



Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 2:14 serves as a powerful warning against false teachers characterized by lustful 
desires, unrepentant sinfulness, manipulative tactics aimed at vulnerable believers, and an underlying 
motive driven by greed. Their ultimate fate is described as being under God’s curse due to their 
destructive influence on the faith community.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 2:15 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

2 Peter 2:15 states, “Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of 
Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness.” This verse serves as a critical 
warning against false teachers within the Christian community. The apostle Peter draws a parallel 
between these deceivers and Balaam, an Old Testament figure known for his greed and moral failings.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Which have forsaken the right way”

• The term “right way” refers to the path of truth, righteousness, and integrity that aligns 
with God’s will. In biblical literature, this is often depicted as a straight path that leads 
to life and salvation (Proverbs 4:18). By stating that these individuals have “forsaken” 
this path, Peter indicates that they were once aligned with it but have consciously 
chosen to abandon it for personal gain or error.

2. “and are gone astray”

• The phrase “are gone astray” emphasizes a deliberate deviation from the truth. It 
implies not just a minor misstep but a significant departure from faithfulness to God’s 
teachings. This wandering is often associated with spiritual danger and moral corruption
(Isaiah 53:6).

3. “following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor”

• Here, Peter references Balaam, who is described in Numbers 22-24 as a prophet who 
initially obeyed God but later succumbed to greed. The name “Bosor” is likely a 
variation of “Beor,” indicating Balaam’s lineage. By invoking Balaam’s name, Peter 
highlights how these false teachers imitate his actions—using their positions for 
personal gain rather than serving God faithfully.

4. “who loved the wages of unrighteousness”

• This phrase encapsulates Balaam’s character flaw—his love for monetary rewards over 
obedience to God’s commands. In Numbers 22:7, we see that Balaam was enticed by 
promises of wealth from Balak, which ultimately led him to counsel Balak on how to 



lead Israel into sin (Numbers 31:16). This love for profit at any cost serves as a stark 
warning about prioritizing material gain over spiritual integrity.

Theological Implications

The theological implications of this verse are profound. It serves as an admonition against those who 
would distort Christian doctrine for selfish purposes. Just as Balaam’s actions led to moral decay 
among God’s people, so too can false teachings corrupt the church today. The emphasis on “wages of 
unrighteousness” suggests that there are consequences for such actions—not only for those who teach 
falsely but also for those who follow them.

Practical Applications

1. Discernment in Leadership : Believers are called to be discerning about whom they follow in 
their spiritual journeys. Just because someone claims to speak on behalf of God does not mean 
they are doing so righteously.

2. Integrity in Ministry : Those in leadership positions must prioritize integrity over financial 
gain or popularity. The example set by Balaam serves as a cautionary tale about what happens 
when one allows greed to overshadow their commitment to God.

3. Awareness of False Teachings : Christians should remain vigilant against teachings that 
deviate from scriptural truths and promote immoral behavior under the guise of freedom or 
grace.

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 2:15 provides a powerful warning against false teachers by drawing parallels with 
Balaam’s story—a narrative rich with lessons about integrity, obedience, and the dangers posed by 
greed within spiritual leadership.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 2:16 (KJV)

Contextual Background

The second chapter of 2 Peter addresses the issue of false teachers within the early Christian 
community. Peter warns believers about these individuals who distort the truth for personal gain and 
lead others astray. In verse 16, Peter draws a parallel between these false teachers and Balaam, an Old 
Testament figure known for his greed and disobedience to God.

Text of 2 Peter 2:16 (KJV)

“But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man’s voice forbad the madness of the 
prophet.”



 of Key Phrases

1. “But was rebuked for his iniquity:”

• This phrase refers to Balaam’s wrongdoing. The term “iniquity” indicates a serious 
moral failing or sinfulness. Balaam is depicted as someone who strayed from God’s 
commands due to his desire for monetary rewards. The use of “rebuked” signifies that 
God intervened to correct Balaam’s path, emphasizing that divine judgment is inevitable
for those who act immorally.

2. “the dumb ass speaking with man’s voice:”

• Here, “dumb ass” refers to Balaam’s donkey, which is described as mute or unable to 
speak human language. The miraculous event where God enabled the donkey to speak 
serves as a powerful illustration of God’s authority over creation and His ability to 
communicate His will through unexpected means. This moment highlights the absurdity
of Balaam’s situation; he was so blinded by greed that he could not see what even a 
simple animal could perceive.

3. “forbad the madness of the prophet:”

• The term “madness” here implies irrational behavior driven by greed and ambition. It 
suggests that Balaam had lost touch with reason due to his sinful desires. The donkey’s 
speech served as a divine reprimand, effectively stopping Balaam from continuing on 
his misguided path toward cursing Israel, which God had explicitly forbidden him to do.

Theological Implications

This verse illustrates several key theological points:

• Divine Intervention:  God’s willingness to intervene in human affairs is evident through His 
use of a donkey to convey a message. This emphasizes that God can use any means necessary 
to redirect individuals who are straying from His will.

• Moral Responsibility:  Balaam’s actions serve as a warning about the consequences of 
allowing personal desires to override one’s moral obligations. The narrative encourages 
believers to remain vigilant against temptations that may lead them away from righteousness.

• Judgment on False Teachers:  By likening false teachers to Balaam, Peter underscores their 
impending judgment due to their corrupt practices and teachings. Just as Balaam faced 
consequences for his actions, so too will those who mislead others in faith.



Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 2:16 serves as both a historical reference and a moral lesson regarding obedience, 
divine correction, and accountability before God. It calls believers to recognize the seriousness of 
straying from God’s path and highlights God’s sovereignty in guiding His people back toward 
righteousness.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 2:17 (KJV)

Introduction to the Context

The second chapter of 2 Peter addresses the issue of false teachers within the early Christian 
community. These individuals are characterized by their deceptive teachings and immoral behaviors, 
which lead believers away from the truth of the Gospel. In verse 17, Peter employs vivid metaphors to 
illustrate the emptiness and danger associated with these false teachers.

Text of 2 Peter 2:17 (KJV)

“These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is
reserved for ever.”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “These are wells without water”

This phrase serves as a powerful metaphor for false teachers. In ancient times, especially in arid
regions, a well was a source of life-giving water. When travelers encountered a well that was 
dry, it represented not only disappointment but also potential danger, as they were left without 
the necessary resources for survival. By describing these false teachers as “wells without 
water,” Peter emphasizes their inability to provide spiritual nourishment or truth. They appear 
promising but ultimately fail to deliver what they claim.

2. “clouds that are carried with a tempest”

Here, Peter continues his metaphorical description by comparing false teachers to clouds that 
promise rain but instead bring storms or fail to produce any beneficial moisture at all. This 
imagery suggests instability and unpredictability; just as clouds driven by strong winds can lead
to destructive weather rather than nourishing rain, so too can false teachings lead believers into 
chaos and confusion rather than providing them with spiritual sustenance.

3. “to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever”

The final part of this verse presents a stark warning about the fate awaiting these deceivers. The
term “mist of darkness” refers to an intense and oppressive form of darkness, often associated 
with judgment and punishment in biblical literature. The phrase indicates that there is a 
reserved place for these false teachers—a state of eternal separation from God’s light and 



presence. This serves as both a warning and an assurance that divine justice will prevail against
those who mislead others.

Theological Implications

The theological implications of this verse are profound. It highlights the seriousness with which God 
views deception within His church and underscores the importance of discernment among believers. 
False teachers may present themselves attractively but lack true substance; thus, followers must be 
vigilant in seeking genuine spiritual nourishment through sound doctrine.

Additionally, this verse reinforces the concept of divine judgment—those who lead others astray will 
face severe consequences for their actions. It serves as a reminder that while grace abounds, 
accountability remains essential in matters concerning faith and teaching.

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 2:17 encapsulates critical themes regarding false teachings within Christianity: 
their deceptive nature (“wells without water”), their potential for harm (“clouds carried with a 
tempest”), and their ultimate fate (“the mist of darkness reserved for ever”). Believers are called to 
remain steadfast in truth and wary of those who would lead them astray.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 2:18 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

2 Peter 2:18 states, “For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts 
of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error.” 
This verse is part of a larger discourse by the Apostle Peter regarding false teachers and their deceptive
practices. In this commentary, we will break down the verse phrase by phrase to understand its 
meaning and implications.

“For when they speak great swelling words of vanity,”

The term “great swelling words” refers to grandiose or pompous language that lacks substance. The 
Greek word used here is “ὑπέρογκα” (hyperogka), which implies excessive or inflated speech. Such 
language is often designed to impress or manipulate rather than convey truth. The phrase “of vanity” 
indicates that these words are empty; they do not hold any real value or truth. This aligns with the 
broader biblical theme that warns against false prophets who use eloquent but misleading rhetoric to 
deceive others (see also Jude 1:16).

“they allure through the lusts of the flesh,”

The word “allure” suggests a baiting or enticing action, akin to how one might lure fish with bait. This 
indicates that these false teachers are actively trying to draw people in by appealing to their base 
desires. The phrase “through the lusts of the flesh” signifies that their methods exploit human 
weaknesses—specifically, carnal desires and sinful inclinations. The term “lusts of the flesh” 



encompasses various sinful cravings, including sexual immorality and other indulgences that are 
contrary to Christian teachings.

“through much wantonness,”

The term “wantonness” refers to unrestrained behavior characterized by excess and licentiousness. It 
implies a lack of moral restraint and an indulgence in sinful pleasures without regard for 
consequences. The use of “much” emphasizes the abundance and intensity of this behavior among 
false teachers. They promote a lifestyle devoid of accountability or moral boundaries, encouraging 
followers to indulge freely in sin under the guise of freedom.

“those that were clean escaped from them who live in error.”

This final clause addresses a specific group—those who had previously escaped from error but are 
now being targeted by these false teachers. The phrase “clean escaped” suggests a genuine deliverance 
from sin and deception; it indicates that these individuals had made significant progress in their 
spiritual journey toward righteousness. However, they are now at risk of being led back into their 
former ways due to the seductive influence of false teachings.

The term “live in error” refers to those who persist in wrong beliefs or immoral lifestyles, particularly 
those outside the faith who have not experienced true conversion or repentance. This highlights a 
critical aspect of spiritual warfare: even those who have begun their journey toward Christ can be 
vulnerable if they do not remain vigilant against deceptive influences.

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 2:18 serves as a stark warning about the dangers posed by false teachers who 
employ persuasive yet empty rhetoric to entice believers back into sin. Their methods exploit human 
weaknesses and promote unrestrained indulgence while targeting those who have recently turned away
from error. This verse underscores the importance of discernment within the Christian community and 
calls for vigilance against teachings that contradict biblical truth.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 2:19 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

2 Peter 2:19 states, “While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: 
for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage.” This verse addresses the issue 
of false teachers within the early Christian community who misrepresent the concept of freedom and 
lead others into spiritual bondage. The apostle Peter warns against their deceptive teachings and 
highlights the true nature of freedom in Christ.



Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “While they promise them liberty”

• The phrase indicates that these false teachers are actively making promises to their 
followers. They claim to offer “liberty,” which in this context refers to a form of 
freedom that allows indulgence in sinful behaviors without consequence. This promise 
is appealing to those who desire autonomy and relief from moral constraints.

2. “they themselves are the servants of corruption”

• Here, Peter contrasts the promises made by these teachers with their actual condition. 
Despite claiming to offer freedom, they are described as “servants of corruption.” The 
term “servants” implies a state of bondage or slavery; they are not free but rather 
enslaved by their own sinful desires and corrupt practices. This highlights a significant 
irony: those who profess to liberate others are themselves trapped in sin.

3. “for of whom a man is overcome”

• This part introduces a principle regarding domination and control. The phrase suggests 
that whatever has mastery over an individual determines their state of servitude. If 
someone is dominated by sin or temptation, they become enslaved to it.

4. “of the same is he brought in bondage”

• The conclusion drawn here reinforces the idea that being overcome by sin leads to 
bondage. It emphasizes that true freedom cannot coexist with servitude to sin; instead, 
yielding to sinful desires results in spiritual captivity.

Theological Implications

This verse carries profound theological implications regarding the nature of true freedom versus false 
freedom:

• True Freedom in Christ:  In Christian theology, true liberty is found through faith in Jesus 
Christ, which liberates believers from sin’s guilt and power (John 8:36). It enables them to live 
righteously according to God’s will.

• False Freedom Promoted by False Teachers:  The false teachers mentioned by Peter distort 
this concept by promoting a version of freedom that encourages licentiousness—freedom 
without accountability or moral obligation. Their teachings appeal to human desires but 
ultimately lead individuals away from genuine spiritual growth and into deeper enslavement.



Practical Application

For contemporary readers, this verse serves as a cautionary reminder about discernment in spiritual 
matters:

• Discernment Required:  Believers should be vigilant against teachings that promise 
unqualified freedom while neglecting accountability and righteousness.

• Understanding True Liberty:  True liberty involves living under God’s authority and 
embracing His commandments as pathways to genuine fulfillment rather than restrictions.

• Awareness of Spiritual Bondage:  Individuals must recognize that succumbing to sinful 
temptations can lead them into bondage, even if it initially appears liberating.

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 2:19 provides critical insight into the dangers posed by false teachers who 
misrepresent spiritual liberty. Their promises are empty because they themselves are enslaved by 
corruption; thus, they cannot genuinely offer what they do not possess—true freedom through Christ.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 2:20 (KJV)

Introduction to the Context of 2 Peter 2:20

In order to understand 2 Peter 2:20, it is essential to consider the broader context of the chapter and the
epistle as a whole. The Apostle Peter addresses false teachers who have infiltrated the church, leading 
believers astray with their deceptive doctrines. This chapter serves as a warning against such 
individuals and highlights the consequences of turning away from the truth.

Text of 2 Peter 2:20 (KJV)

“For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them
than the beginning.”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “For if after they have escaped”

• The phrase “for if” introduces a conditional statement that assumes a scenario where 
certain individuals have indeed “escaped.” This indicates that there was an initial 
movement away from sin or worldly influences.

• The term “escaped” (Greek: apopheugo) suggests a complete fleeing from something 
dangerous or corrupt. It implies that these individuals had some level of awareness or 
experience regarding their previous state.

2. “the pollutions of the world”



• “Pollutions” (Greek: miasmata) refers to moral impurities or defilements associated 
with worldly living. In this context, it denotes sinful behaviors and influences that 
corrupt one’s spiritual state.

• The “world” here signifies not just physical creation but rather a system opposed to 
God’s righteousness, characterized by sin and rebellion against divine authority.

3. “through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ”

• The phrase emphasizes that this escape was achieved through an experiential knowledge
(Greek: epignosis) of Jesus Christ. This knowledge is more than mere intellectual 
assent; it involves personal involvement and recognition of Christ’s authority as both 
Lord and Savior.

• It is crucial to note that while these individuals had knowledge about Christ, it does not 
necessarily equate to genuine saving faith.

4. “they are again entangled therein”

• The term “entangled” (Greek: empleko) suggests being caught up in something 
inescapable or restrictive. This indicates a return to former sinful practices after having 
initially distanced themselves from them.

• The use of “again” implies that these individuals had previously been involved in such 
sins but had momentarily broken free before returning.

5. “and overcome”

• To be “overcome” (Greek: hettao) means to be defeated or subdued by something 
stronger. In this case, it refers to succumbing once more to sinful desires and practices.

• This indicates a loss of spiritual freedom, where one becomes enslaved again by sin 
after having experienced liberation.

6. “the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.”

• This concluding statement carries significant weight regarding judgment and 
accountability. It suggests that those who turn back after having known righteousness 
face greater condemnation than if they had never known it at all.

• The implication is that exposure to truth increases responsibility; thus, their final state—
having rejected what they once knew—is far worse than their initial condition before 
encountering Christ.

Theological Implications

This verse raises important theological questions regarding apostasy—the act of falling away from 
faith—and its implications for salvation. While some interpret this passage as evidence that true 
believers can lose their salvation, others argue based on contextual analysis that these individuals were 
never genuinely saved despite their initial experiences with Christian teachings.



The distinction lies in understanding what constitutes true saving faith versus mere intellectual 
acknowledgment or temporary reformation without heart transformation. Genuine believers will 
ultimately persevere in faith and good works as evidence of their salvation (Philippians 1:6; John 
10:28-29).

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 2:20 serves as a sobering reminder about the dangers posed by false teachers and 
highlights the severe consequences for those who turn away from truth after having encountered it. It 
underscores the necessity for true believers to remain steadfast in their faith and warns against 
complacency in spiritual matters.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 2:21 (KJV)

Contextual Background  The second epistle of Peter addresses the issue of false teachers and their 
destructive influence within the Christian community. In chapter 2, Peter warns believers about these 
individuals who distort the truth of the Gospel for personal gain and lead others astray. The verse in 
question, 2 Peter 2:21, serves as a poignant reflection on the consequences of knowing the truth yet 
choosing to abandon it.

Text of 2 Peter 2:21 (KJV)  “For it had been better for them not to have known the way of 
righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto 
them.”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “For it had been better for them not to have known”

• This phrase introduces a stark contrast between ignorance and knowledge. Peter 
suggests that there is a greater responsibility associated with knowing the truth. Those 
who have heard and understood the Gospel are held to a higher standard than those who
remain ignorant. The implication is that ignorance may result in lesser judgment 
compared to willful disobedience after having received knowledge.

2. “the way of righteousness”

• The “way of righteousness” refers to the path that leads to salvation through faith in 
Jesus Christ and living according to His teachings. It encompasses both doctrinal 
understanding and moral conduct expected from believers. By using this term, Peter 
emphasizes that these individuals were once acquainted with God’s standards but chose 
to reject them.

3. “than, after they have known it”



• This segment underscores the gravity of turning away from what one has previously 
accepted as true. It highlights that knowledge alone does not guarantee salvation; rather,
it requires an active response in faith and obedience.

4. “to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.”

• The “holy commandment” signifies God’s moral law as revealed through Scripture and 
particularly through Christ’s teachings. To “turn from” this commandment indicates a 
deliberate choice to abandon God’s directives in favor of sinful desires or false 
teachings. This act is seen as apostasy—a rejection of faith after having once embraced 
it.

Theological Implications  Peter’s assertion carries significant theological weight regarding apostasy 
and accountability before God. The verse implies that those who knowingly reject God’s commands 
face severe consequences because they have experienced His truth yet choose rebellion over 
obedience. This concept aligns with other biblical passages that emphasize judgment based on one’s 
response to divine revelation (e.g., Luke 12:47-48).

Moreover, this warning serves as a call for vigilance among believers to remain steadfast in their faith 
and discernment against false teachings that may lead them astray.

Conclusion  In summary, 2 Peter 2:21  presents a sobering reminder about the seriousness of rejecting
God’s truth after having come into contact with it. It emphasizes that knowledge brings responsibility, 
and turning away from such knowledge results in greater condemnation than remaining ignorant.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 2:22 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

2 Peter 2:22 states, “But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to 
his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.” This verse serves as 
a conclusion to Peter’s discourse on false teachers and their destructive influence on those who may 
have superficially engaged with the Christian faith but ultimately returned to their former sinful ways.

Contextual Background

In this chapter, Peter warns against false teachers who infiltrate the Christian community. He describes 
their deceptive practices and the consequences for those who are led astray by them. The imagery used
in this verse draws from well-known proverbs that illustrate the nature of these individuals—those 
who appear to have escaped sin but return to it because they have not undergone a genuine 
transformation.



Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb”

• The phrase indicates that what has occurred is not surprising or unexpected. It 
emphasizes that there is a principle at work, one that aligns with established wisdom or 
truth found in proverbs. This sets up a comparison between the behavior of false 
teachers and animals known for their repulsive habits.

2. “The dog is turned to his own vomit again”

• This part of the verse references Proverbs 26:11, which states, “As a dog returneth to his
vomit, so a fool returneth to his folly.” In Jewish culture, dogs were considered unclean 
animals, often scavenging and exhibiting behaviors viewed as disgusting. The image of 
a dog returning to its vomit symbolizes an individual who has rejected sin temporarily 
but ultimately returns due to an unchanged nature. It highlights the folly of such 
behavior—indicating that despite any outward appearance of change, there has been no 
internal transformation.

3. “And the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire”

• The second part of this analogy involves a pig (sow) that has been washed but returns to
mud. Like dogs, pigs were also seen as unclean in Jewish law. This imagery conveys 
that even after an external cleansing (which could symbolize superficial repentance or 
baptism), without an inner change, one will revert back to sinful behaviors. The act of 
wallowing signifies comfort in sinfulness—a natural inclination towards filth due to 
inherent nature.

Theological Implications

This verse underscores several theological points:

• Nature vs. Behavior:  It illustrates that mere external changes do not equate with true spiritual 
transformation. A person can appear reformed but still possess an unchanged heart.

• Warning Against Apostasy:  Peter’s use of these proverbs serves as a stark warning about 
apostasy—the danger of falling away from genuine faith after having experienced some 
knowledge of Christ without true belief.

• The Importance of Genuine Faith:  True believers undergo a radical change through faith in 
Christ; they are not merely cleansed externally but are transformed internally by God’s power.

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 2:22 serves as both a warning and an illustration regarding false teachers and 
those who follow them without genuine faith. It emphasizes that external appearances can be deceiving
and highlights the necessity for true spiritual regeneration rather than mere outward conformity.



CHAPTER 3:

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 3:1 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

2 Peter 3:1 states, “This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I stir up your 
pure minds by way of remembrance.” This verse serves as an introduction to the third chapter of 
Peter’s second epistle and sets the tone for his purpose in writing. It emphasizes the importance of 
memory and awareness in the Christian faith.

“This second epistle”

The phrase “This second epistle” indicates that Peter is referencing a previous letter he has written, 
commonly understood to be 1 Peter. The use of “second” signifies continuity in his communication 
with the recipients. Scholars generally agree that both letters were directed towards the same audience,
likely Christians in Asia Minor facing challenges from false teachings and moral decay.

“beloved”

The term “beloved” (Greek: agapētoi) is significant as it reflects Peter’s deep affection for his readers. 
This word conveys a sense of endearment and care, suggesting that he views them not only as 
followers of Christ but also as cherished individuals. By addressing them this way, Peter establishes a 
warm and pastoral tone, contrasting with the stern warnings against false teachers found earlier in his 
letters.

“I now write unto you”

Peter’s declaration “I now write unto you” reinforces his active role as an apostle and teacher. It 
suggests immediacy and urgency in conveying important truths to his audience. The use of “now” 
implies that there is a pressing need for this communication due to the circumstances faced by the 
believers at that time.

“in both which I stir up your pure minds”

The phrase “in both which I stir up your pure minds” reveals Peter’s intent to provoke thought and 
reflection among his readers. The Greek term translated as “stir up” (Greek: diegeirō) means to 
awaken or arouse from sleep or inactivity. This indicates that Peter believes his audience may have 
become complacent or distracted from essential truths of their faith.

The adjective “pure,” derived from the Greek word eilikrines, denotes sincerity and clarity of thought. 
It suggests that their minds should be free from contamination by false teachings or worldly 
distractions. In essence, Peter is encouraging them to maintain a state of mental purity where they can 
discern truth from error.



“by way of remembrance”

The concluding phrase “by way of remembrance” underscores the necessity for continual reminders 
within Christian teaching. The act of remembering is crucial because it helps believers stay grounded 
in their faith amidst external pressures and internal doubts. This aligns with a broader biblical theme 
where repetition serves as a pedagogical tool—reinforcing foundational truths so they remain vivid in 
believers’ minds.

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 3:1 encapsulates key themes such as love for fellow believers, continuity in 
teaching, awakening spiritual awareness, maintaining mental purity, and emphasizing remembrance 
within Christian life. Through this verse, Peter seeks not only to remind his readers of previously 
taught doctrines but also to encourage them to actively engage with these truths as they navigate 
challenges posed by false teachers.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 3:2 (KJV)

Introduction to the Context of 2 Peter 3:2

The second epistle of Peter is a letter that addresses the early Christian community, emphasizing the 
importance of remembering and adhering to the teachings of both the Old Testament prophets and the 
New Testament apostles. In this context, 2 Peter 3:2 serves as a pivotal verse that encapsulates Peter’s 
exhortation to his readers.

Text of 2 Peter 3:2 (KJV)

“That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the 
commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour.”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “That ye may be mindful”

• The phrase “that ye may be mindful” indicates Peter’s intention for his readers to 
actively remember and reflect upon certain teachings. This call to mindfulness suggests 
an ongoing process rather than a one-time act. It emphasizes the necessity for believers 
to engage their minds in recalling essential truths.

2. “of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets”

• Here, Peter refers to “the holy prophets,” which primarily points to those individuals in 
the Old Testament who were divinely inspired to communicate God’s messages. By 
invoking these prophets, Peter underscores their authority and relevance in guiding 
Christian belief and practice. The term “spoken before” implies that these prophetic 



messages predate the New Testament revelations, establishing continuity between God’s
communication through different eras.

3. “and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour.”

• In this part, Peter transitions from referencing Old Testament prophets to highlighting 
“the commandment” given by himself and other apostles. By using “us,” he includes 
himself among those who have been commissioned by Christ to spread His teachings. 
This inclusion elevates apostolic authority alongside prophetic authority, suggesting that
both are integral for understanding God’s will.

Purpose Behind Remembering These Teachings

Peter’s exhortation serves a dual purpose:

• Protection Against False Teachers:  By encouraging believers to remember these teachings, he
aims to fortify them against false doctrines that may arise within or outside their communities. 
Knowledge of God’s word acts as a safeguard against deception.

• Encouragement for Steadfastness:  Remembrance fosters steadfastness in faith. When 
believers are aware of God’s promises as articulated by both prophets and apostles, they are 
better equipped to endure trials and challenges.

Conclusion on 2 Peter 3:2

In summary, 2 Peter 3:2 is a significant verse that calls Christians to actively remember both Old 
Testament prophecies and New Testament commandments as articulated by apostles like Peter himself.
This remembrance is crucial not only for personal faith but also for communal integrity within the 
body of Christ.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 3:3 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

2 Peter 3:3 states, “Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after 
their own lusts.” This verse serves as a critical warning from the Apostle Peter to the early Christian 
community regarding the challenges they would face in the form of scoffers or mockers who would 
arise in the last days. The context of this verse is essential for understanding its implications for 
believers and their faith.

Understanding “Knowing This First”

The phrase “Knowing this first” indicates that Peter is emphasizing an important truth that should be at
the forefront of believers’ minds. It suggests a sense of urgency and priority in recognizing what is to 
come. The use of “first” implies that this knowledge is foundational for understanding subsequent 
teachings about the return of Christ and the final judgment.



The Last Days Context

The term “last days” refers to a period that began with Christ’s ascension into heaven and continues 
until His second coming. In biblical eschatology, these last days are characterized by various events, 
including moral decline, false teachings, and increased opposition to true faith. Peter’s mention of 
scoffers highlights a specific manifestation of this opposition—those who ridicule or dismiss the 
promises of God regarding Christ’s return.

Identifying Scoffers

Peter warns that “scoffers” will emerge during these last days. The Greek word used here can denote 
individuals who mock or deride others, particularly those holding religious beliefs. These scoffers are 
not merely skeptics; they actively seek to undermine faith by questioning God’s promises and 
ridiculing those who believe in them. Their presence serves as a test for believers, challenging their 
steadfastness and commitment to the truth.

Walking After Their Own Lusts

The phrase “walking after their own lusts” reveals the motivation behind the actions of these scoffers. 
They are driven by their desires and sinful inclinations rather than adhering to God’s commandments 
or seeking His righteousness. This behavior illustrates a broader moral decay prevalent in society 
during these last days—a rejection of divine authority in favor of personal gratification.

Implications for Believers

This verse carries significant implications for Christians living in any era but especially during times 
when faith may be challenged by external voices. Believers are called to remain vigilant and steadfast 
in their faith despite mockery or skepticism from others. Understanding that such opposition was 
foretold can provide comfort and encouragement as they navigate their spiritual journey.

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 3:3 serves as both a warning and an exhortation for believers to recognize that 
scoffers will arise in the last days, motivated by their own desires rather than adherence to God’s truth. 
This knowledge should encourage Christians to stand firm in their faith, knowing they are not alone in 
facing such challenges.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 3:4 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

2 Peter 3:4 states, “And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, 
all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.” This verse is part of a larger 
discourse by the Apostle Peter addressing the skepticism and mockery faced by early Christians 
regarding the Second Coming of Christ. It highlights a critical challenge that believers encounter: the 
doubt cast upon God’s promises due to perceived delays in their fulfillment.



Contextual Background

In this epistle, Peter warns against false teachers who infiltrate the Christian community. These 
individuals are characterized as “scoffers” or “mockers” who question the validity of Christ’s promised
return. The phrase “Where is the promise of his coming?” reflects their derision and disbelief. They 
imply that because there has been no observable change in the natural order since ancient times, God’s 
promises are either false or irrelevant.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Where is the promise of his coming?”

• This rhetorical question serves as a challenge to believers. The scoffers express doubt 
about Jesus’ return by suggesting that if He truly was coming back, there would be 
evidence or signs indicating such an event. This reflects a common human tendency to 
seek tangible proof before accepting spiritual truths.

2. “For since the fathers fell asleep…”

• The term “fathers” likely refers to early patriarchs and prophets who had passed away, 
including those who initially proclaimed God’s promises regarding redemption and 
judgment. The phrase “fell asleep” is a euphemism for death commonly used in 
Scripture to denote a temporary state rather than finality (as seen in John 11:11). By 
referencing these figures, scoffers highlight their absence as evidence that God’s 
promises have not been fulfilled.

3. “…all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation.”

• Here, scoffers assert that nature operates uniformly without interruption or divine 
intervention. This perspective aligns with a philosophical viewpoint known as 
uniformitarianism, which posits that natural processes have remained consistent over 
time. The implication is that if God has not acted in history thus far, there is no reason 
to believe He will do so in the future.

Theological Implications

This verse encapsulates significant theological themes:

• Faith vs. Skepticism:  The scoffers represent a mindset that prioritizes empirical observation 
over faith in divine revelation. Their challenge underscores a broader struggle within humanity
—balancing faith with doubt.

• God’s Promises:  Peter emphasizes that God’s timing differs from human expectations (as 
elaborated later in this chapter). Just because something has not occurred within a specific 
timeframe does not negate its certainty.



• Historical Continuity:  The reference to creation serves as a reminder of God’s sovereignty 
over history and nature. While skeptics may argue for continuity, believers understand that God
can intervene at any moment according to His divine plan.

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 3:4 serves as both an admonition and encouragement for believers facing 
skepticism about Christ’s return. It challenges them to remain steadfast in their faith despite external 
doubts and reassures them of God’s ultimate authority over time and creation.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 3:5 (KJV)

Contextual Background  The epistle of 2 Peter addresses the early Christian community, particularly 
focusing on the challenges posed by false teachers and scoffers who deny the return of Christ and the 
impending judgment. In this chapter, Peter emphasizes the certainty of God’s promises and warns 
against the complacency that arises from a misunderstanding of God’s timing and intervention in 
history.

Text of 2 Peter 3:5 (KJV)  “For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the 
heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water.”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “For this they willingly are ignorant of”

• The phrase “willingly are ignorant” indicates a deliberate choice to ignore or dismiss 
certain truths. This suggests that those who scoff at God’s promises do so not out of 
genuine ignorance but rather through a conscious rejection of knowledge. They choose 
to overlook significant historical events that demonstrate God’s power and authority.

2. “that by the word of God”

• This clause underscores the centrality of God’s Word in creation. It highlights that 
everything came into existence through His command. This aligns with other biblical 
passages such as Genesis 1:3, where God speaks creation into being. The emphasis here
is on divine authority; it is not random chance or natural processes that brought about 
creation but rather God’s intentional act.

3. “the heavens were of old”

• The term “heavens” can refer to both the atmospheric heavens and celestial bodies, 
indicating that all aspects of creation were established by God from ancient times. The 
phrase “were of old” reinforces that these events occurred long before human history, 
emphasizing their foundational nature in understanding God’s sovereignty over time.

4. “and the earth standing out of the water and in the water”



• This part presents an intriguing description of Earth’s formation. The phrase “standing 
out of the water” suggests that Earth was formed from primordial waters, which aligns 
with Genesis 1:9-10 where God gathers waters together to reveal dry land.

• The expression “in the water” can be interpreted as indicating that water played a 
crucial role not only in creation but also serves as a reminder for future judgment (the 
flood). This duality signifies both life-giving properties and destructive potential.

Theological Implications  This verse serves as a critical reminder for believers regarding God’s active
role in both creation and judgment. It counters false teachings by affirming:

• God’s Sovereignty:  He is not distant or uninvolved; He actively governs His creation.
• Historical Precedent:  Just as God intervened during creation and through events like Noah’s 

flood, He will intervene again at Christ’s return.
• Call to Awareness:  Believers are urged to remain vigilant against complacency regarding 

divine promises.

Conclusion  In summary, 2 Peter 3:5 encapsulates essential truths about God’s creative authority and 
His past interventions in human history while warning against willful ignorance concerning His future 
judgments. It calls Christians to remember these truths as they navigate challenges posed by 
skepticism within their communities.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 3:6 (KJV)

Text of the Verse  The King James Version (KJV) of 2 Peter 3:6 states: “Whereby the world that then 
was, being overflowed with water, perished.”

Contextual Background  To understand this verse, it is essential to consider its context within the 
epistle. The second epistle of Peter addresses issues related to false teachers and the delay of Christ’s 
return. The author emphasizes the certainty of God’s judgment and the eventual fulfillment of His 
promises. In chapter 3, Peter discusses how some scoffers question the promise of Christ’s coming due
to the apparent continuity of the world as it is.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Whereby the world that then was”

• This phrase refers to a previous state of existence before a significant event—
specifically, before the Flood described in Genesis. The term “world” here can be 
interpreted as referring not just to humanity but also to the entire created order at that 
time.

2. “being overflowed with water”



• This part alludes directly to the biblical account of Noah’s Flood (Genesis 6-9). The use 
of “overflowed with water” indicates a catastrophic event where water inundated the 
earth, leading to destruction. It serves as a reminder of God’s judgment against sin and 
disobedience.

3. “perished”

• The conclusion that “the world… perished” underscores the finality and totality of 
God’s judgment during that time. It signifies not just physical destruction but also 
spiritual implications for those who were unfaithful or disobedient.

Theological Implications  This verse serves multiple theological purposes:

• Judgment:  It reinforces the theme that God will judge sin and unrighteousness. Just as He 
judged the ancient world through water, there is an implication that future judgment will come.

• Hope for Believers:  For believers, this serves as a reminder that while they may face trials or 
see apparent delays in God’s promises, history shows that God acts decisively against evil.

• Covenant Faithfulness:  The reference to Noah’s Flood also points towards God’s covenant 
with Noah after this event (Genesis 9), which assures humanity that He will not destroy the 
earth by flood again. This reflects God’s mercy even amidst judgment.

Literary Structure  The structure of this verse fits into a larger argument about divine justice and 
eschatology (the study of end times). It serves as a historical precedent for understanding future events 
concerning divine intervention in human affairs.

Conclusion  In summary, 2 Peter 3:6 encapsulates a critical moment in biblical history—the Flood—
as an example of God’s judgment on sin while simultaneously offering hope through His covenantal 
promises. This verse stands as both a warning and an assurance for believers regarding God’s ultimate 
authority over creation and His commitment to righteousness.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 3:7 (KJV)

Contextual Background

The epistle of 2 Peter is addressed to Christians who are facing challenges from false teachers and 
scoffers questioning the promise of Christ’s return and the impending judgment. In this context, Peter 
emphasizes the certainty of God’s judgment and the need for believers to remain steadfast in their 
faith. The third chapter specifically deals with the theme of divine judgment, contrasting past 
judgments with future ones.



Verse Analysis

“But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved 
unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.”

1. “But the heavens and the earth, which are now,”

• This phrase refers to the current state of creation as it exists at the time Peter is writing. 
It contrasts with “the world that then was,” which refers to the pre-flood world that was 
destroyed by water (2 Peter 3:6). The mention of “heavens and earth” signifies all of 
creation—both celestial bodies and terrestrial realms.

2. “by the same word are kept in store,”

• The term “the same word” alludes to God’s creative power as described in Genesis 
(“And God said…”). This indicates that just as God spoke creation into existence, He 
also sustains it by His word. The phrase “kept in store” suggests a preservation or 
safeguarding process; God is actively maintaining creation until its appointed time for 
judgment.

3. “reserved unto fire”

• The concept of being “reserved unto fire” introduces a significant shift from water (as 
seen in Noah’s flood) to fire as a means of divine judgment. This aligns with prophetic 
literature that speaks about purification through fire (Malachi 4:1). Fire symbolizes both
destruction and purification; it will serve as a means to cleanse creation from sin and 
corruption.

4. “against the day of judgment”

• The “day of judgment” refers to a specific future event when God will execute justice 
upon humanity for their actions. This eschatological event is characterized by divine 
scrutiny where every deed will be judged according to God’s standards (Romans 14:10-
12). It serves as a reminder for believers to live righteously in anticipation of this day.

5. “and perdition of ungodly men.”

• The term “perdition” denotes utter destruction or ruin, particularly concerning those 
who reject God’s authority and live unrighteous lives. This reinforces Peter’s warning 
about false teachers who lead others astray; their fate is tied directly to their 
ungodliness. It highlights a moral universe where accountability exists, emphasizing 
that those who persist in wickedness will face dire consequences.



Theological Implications

This verse encapsulates key theological themes such as divine sovereignty, judgment, and 
accountability. It asserts that:

• God maintains control over creation.
• There is an appointed time for judgment.
• Those who oppose God’s ways will ultimately face destruction.

Peter’s message serves both as an encouragement for believers to remain faithful amidst skepticism 
and as a warning against complacency regarding sin.

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 3:7 presents a stark reminder that while God has been patient, there is an 
inevitable day coming when He will judge both heaven and earth through fire, leading to the 
destruction of ungodly individuals. Believers are called not only to remember this truth but also to live 
in light of it—pursuing holiness while awaiting Christ’s return.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 3:8 (KJV)

Contextual Background

The epistle of 2 Peter addresses the concerns of early Christians regarding the delay of Christ’s return 
and the skepticism surrounding it. The apostle Peter writes to reassure believers that God’s timing is 
not like human timing. In this context, verse 8 serves as a crucial reminder of God’s eternal nature and 
His perspective on time.

Text of 2 Peter 3:8 (KJV)

“But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and 
a thousand years as one day.”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “But, beloved”

• The term “beloved” indicates a close relationship between Peter and his readers. It 
emphasizes affection and concern for their spiritual well-being. This address sets a tone 
of intimacy and care, reminding them that he is writing out of love.

2. “be not ignorant of this one thing”

• Peter urges his audience not to overlook or misunderstand an essential truth about God’s
nature. The phrase “this one thing” highlights the importance of what follows; it is a 
singular focus amidst various distractions or doubts they may face.



3. “that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years”

• This statement conveys the idea that God exists outside the constraints of time as 
humans perceive it. While humans measure time in days, months, and years, God’s 
perception transcends these measurements. The comparison illustrates that what seems 
like an extended period to humanity is merely a brief moment in God’s eternal 
existence.

4. “and a thousand years as one day.”

• This part reinforces the previous thought by flipping the analogy around. It emphasizes 
that for God, even vast stretches of time are inconsequential; they do not affect His 
plans or promises. This duality serves to remind believers that God’s timing should not 
be judged by human standards.

Theological Implications

• God’s Eternity:  The verse underscores God’s eternal nature—He exists beyond time and 
space. This characteristic assures believers that He is sovereign over history and can fulfill His 
promises regardless of human timelines.

• Long-Suffering:  By understanding God’s perspective on time, believers can appreciate His 
patience (long-suffering) towards humanity. The delay in Christ’s return is not due to 
negligence but rather an opportunity for repentance and salvation for those who have yet to 
believe.

• Encouragement for Believers:  This verse serves as encouragement for Christians facing doubt
or ridicule regarding their faith in Christ’s return. It reassures them that God’s promises remain 
valid despite any perceived delays.

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 3:8 provides profound insights into God’s nature concerning time and His 
promises. It encourages believers to maintain faith in God’s perfect timing while recognizing His 
eternal perspective on human affairs.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 3:9 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

2 Peter 3:9 is a significant verse in the New Testament that addresses concerns regarding the delay of 
Christ’s return and God’s promises. It serves as a reassurance to believers who may be questioning the 
timing of God’s actions in light of apparent delays.



Text of the Verse

“The Lord is not slack concerning his promise; as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to 
us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” (KJV)

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise”

• This phrase emphasizes God’s faithfulness and reliability. The term “slack” suggests a 
lack of speed or diligence. Here, Peter asserts that God does not delay or forget His 
promises as humans might. The context indicates that this promise specifically refers to 
the second coming of Christ, which some scoffers were mocking due to its perceived 
delay.

2. “as some men count slackness”

• Peter acknowledges that there are individuals who perceive God’s timing differently 
than He intends. These “some men” likely refer to false teachers or skeptics within the 
Christian community who question God’s integrity and commitment based on their 
limited understanding of time and divine purpose.

3. “but is longsuffering to us-ward”

• The term “longsuffering” denotes patience and forbearance. This indicates that God’s 
delay in fulfilling His promise is not due to negligence but rather an expression of His 
mercy towards humanity. The phrase “to us-ward” implies a specific audience—
believers—indicating that God’s patience is directed toward those who have faith in 
Him.

4. “not willing that any should perish”

• This part reveals God’s desire for salvation rather than destruction. The word “willing” 
reflects God’s heart and intention; He does not delight in the perishing of anyone but 
seeks their redemption instead. This aligns with the broader biblical theme of God’s 
love and desire for all people to come into a relationship with Him.

5. “but that all should come to repentance”

• Repentance here signifies a change of mind and heart towards sin, leading to a turning 
back to God. The use of “all” underscores the inclusive nature of God’s offer for 
salvation, though it must be understood within the context of those who respond 
positively to His call.



Theological Implications

This verse encapsulates several key theological concepts:

• Divine Patience:  It highlights God’s patience as an essential aspect of His character, allowing 
time for individuals to repent.

• Human Free Will:  While God desires all to be saved, it also acknowledges human agency in 
responding to divine grace.

• Eschatological Hope:  It reassures believers about the certainty of Christ’s return while 
explaining why it may seem delayed from a human perspective.

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 3:9 serves as both an encouragement and a reminder for Christians facing doubts 
about God’s promises amid suffering or societal mockery regarding faith. It reassures them that God’s 
timing is perfect and rooted in His love and desire for humanity’s salvation.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 3:10 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

2 Peter 3:10 is a significant verse within the New Testament that addresses the eschatological themes 
of judgment and the end of the world. The Apostle Peter writes to counter false teachings regarding the
delay of Christ’s return and emphasizes the certainty and suddenness of this event.

Text of 2 Peter 3:10 (KJV)

“But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away 
with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are 
therein shall be burned up.”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night;”

• The phrase “the day of the Lord” refers to a future time when God will intervene 
decisively in human history, bringing judgment upon sin and establishing His kingdom. 
This concept is prevalent throughout both Old and New Testaments.

• The comparison to “a thief in the night” indicates that this event will occur 
unexpectedly and without warning. Just as a thief comes when one is least prepared, so 
too will God’s judgment arrive suddenly, catching many off guard. This metaphor 
serves to remind believers to remain vigilant and prepared for Christ’s return.

2. “in which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise,”



• The term “heavens” here likely refers to what we perceive as sky or celestial bodies 
rather than God’s dwelling place. This aligns with apocalyptic literature where cosmic 
disturbances often accompany divine judgment.

• The phrase “with a great noise” suggests an overwhelming sound associated with this 
cataclysmic event. The Greek word used implies a rushing or crackling sound, 
reminiscent of destruction or upheaval, indicating that this transformation will not be 
silent but rather dramatic.

3. “and the elements shall melt with fervent heat,”

• The word “elements” can refer to fundamental components of matter or even celestial 
bodies like stars. In this context, it signifies all physical creation subject to God’s 
judgment.

• “Melt with fervent heat” conveys that these elements will undergo intense 
transformation due to fire. This imagery evokes thoughts of purification through fire, 
suggesting that while destruction occurs, there may also be renewal or reformation 
involved.

4. “the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.”

• Here, “the earth” encompasses not just land but all creation—nature, humanity’s 
achievements, and everything associated with earthly existence.

• The phrase “the works that are therein” refers to human endeavors—cities, cultures, 
inventions—all deemed temporary in light of eternal realities.

• “Shall be burned up” indicates total consumption by fire; however, it does not imply 
annihilation but rather transformation into something new as part of God’s ultimate plan
for creation.

Theological Implications

This verse encapsulates key theological themes:

• Judgment:  It affirms that God will judge sin definitively at an appointed time.
• Eschatology:  It speaks directly about end-time events and encourages believers to live in 

anticipation.
• Hope:  Despite its stark warnings about destruction, it ultimately points toward renewal—a new

heaven and new earth promised elsewhere in Scripture (Revelation 21:1).

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 3:10 serves as both a warning and an encouragement for believers regarding 
Christ’s return. It emphasizes vigilance against complacency while offering hope for ultimate 
restoration following divine judgment.



Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 3:11

Text of the Verse (KJV):
“Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy 
conversation and godliness?”

Contextual Background:
The Apostle Peter writes this second epistle to remind believers of the certainty of Christ’s return and 
the impending judgment that will come upon the world. In chapter 3, he emphasizes the transitory 
nature of the current world order and encourages his readers to live in light of this truth. The verse in 
question serves as a pivotal point where Peter draws a conclusion based on the preceding discussions 
about the dissolution of the heavens and earth.

Analysis of Key Phrases:

1. “Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved”:
This phrase refers to the previous verses where Peter discusses how the present heavens and 
earth are reserved for fire until the day of judgment (2 Peter 3:7). The term “dissolved” implies 
a complete transformation or destruction, indicating that everything we see is temporary. The 
Greek word used here suggests not just a physical dissolution but also a moral and spiritual 
reckoning.

2. “What manner of persons ought ye to be”:
This rhetorical question challenges believers to reflect on their conduct in light of future events.
The phrase “what manner of persons” indicates an expectation for a specific type of behavior or
character that aligns with their faith. It suggests that understanding the reality of impending 
judgment should lead to introspection about one’s life choices and priorities.

3. “In all holy conversation and godliness”:
The term “holy conversation” refers not only to speech but encompasses one’s entire way of 
life—how one interacts with others and conducts oneself daily. It implies living in accordance 
with God’s standards, reflecting His holiness in actions, attitudes, and relationships. 
“Godliness,” on the other hand, speaks to piety or reverence towards God, emphasizing an 
inward devotion that manifests outwardly.

Theological Implications:
This verse underscores a significant theological principle: eschatology (the study of end times) has 
practical implications for ethics and morality. Believers are called to live lives marked by holiness 
because they are aware that their current existence is fleeting and will ultimately give way to God’s 
final judgment. This awareness should cultivate a sense of urgency regarding personal conduct and 
community witness.



Practical Applications:

• Self-Examination:  Believers should regularly assess their lives against biblical standards, 
ensuring they embody holiness in both actions and thoughts.

• Community Influence:  As individuals strive for holy living, they collectively impact their 
communities by demonstrating Christ-like behavior.

• Eternal Perspective:  Maintaining an eternal perspective helps believers prioritize spiritual 
matters over temporal concerns, encouraging them to invest in what truly lasts—relationships 
with God and others.

In summary, 2 Peter 3:11 serves as both a warning and an encouragement for Christians to live 
righteously as they anticipate the fulfillment of God’s promises regarding judgment and renewal.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 3:12 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

2 Peter 3:12 states, “Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens 
being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat.” This verse encapsulates
a significant theological theme regarding the anticipation of God’s final judgment and the 
transformative nature of that event.

“Looking for”

The phrase “looking for” indicates an active expectation among believers. It suggests a state of 
readiness and vigilance in anticipation of Christ’s return. The Greek term used here implies not just 
passive waiting but an eager expectation. This aligns with other scriptural exhortations that encourage 
Christians to live in a manner that reflects their hope in Christ’s imminent return (Titus 2:13).

“and hasting unto”

The term “hasting unto” can be understood as both an earnest desire for and an active participation in 
bringing about the day of God. The Greek word translated as “hasting” (σπεύδω) conveys a sense of 
urgency and eagerness. Some interpretations suggest that believers can influence God’s timeline 
through their prayers and actions, reflecting a partnership between divine sovereignty and human 
responsibility (Matthew 6:10; Acts 3:19-20). This does not imply that humans can dictate God’s timing
but rather emphasizes that holy living can align with God’s purposes.

“the coming of the day of God”

The phrase “the coming of the day of God” refers to a future time when God will fully manifest His 
glory and execute judgment upon creation. This is often associated with eschatological events 
described throughout Scripture, including the final judgment where righteousness will prevail 
(Revelation 21:1-4). The use of “day” signifies a specific period marked by divine intervention in 
human history.



“wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved”

This part highlights the cataclysmic nature of this event. The imagery of “heavens being on fire” 
suggests total transformation or destruction, indicating that even celestial bodies are not exempt from 
God’s judgment. The term “dissolved” implies a complete disintegration or alteration of existing 
realities, which is consistent with prophetic literature describing cosmic upheaval during divine 
judgment (Isaiah 34:4).

“and the elements shall melt with fervent heat.”

The concluding phrase reinforces the intensity of this transformation. The word “elements,” referring 
to fundamental components of creation, underscores that nothing will remain unchanged. The 
description “melt with fervent heat” evokes images of extreme destruction akin to melting metal under 
intense fire, signifying thorough purification or obliteration before God establishes a new order.

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 3:12 serves as both an exhortation and a warning for believers to live expectantly 
and righteously in light of impending divine judgment. It emphasizes active participation in hastening 
God’s purposes while maintaining hope for ultimate redemption through Christ’s return.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 3:13 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

2 Peter 3:13 states, “Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth,
wherein dwelleth righteousness.” This verse serves as a pivotal conclusion to the apostle Peter’s 
discourse on the end times and God’s promises regarding the future of creation. It contrasts the 
impending judgment of the current world with the hope of renewal that believers can anticipate.

Contextual Background

In the preceding verses, Peter addresses concerns about false teachers and scoffers who doubt the 
promise of Christ’s return. He emphasizes that God is not slack concerning His promises but is patient,
allowing time for repentance. The context highlights a duality between destruction and renewal—
while the present heavens and earth are destined for judgment by fire, there is a divine assurance of a 
new creation.

“Nevertheless we”

The term “nevertheless” indicates a transition from discussing destruction to hope. It signifies that 
despite the dire predictions about judgment, believers have something positive to focus on. The phrase 
“we” emphasizes collective anticipation among Christians, reinforcing community in faith.



“According to his promise”

This phrase anchors the believer’s hope in God’s faithfulness. The “promise” refers back to prophetic 
declarations found in Scripture, particularly in Isaiah (Isaiah 65:17; 66:22) and Revelation (Revelation 
21:1). These texts assure believers that God has committed Himself to creating a new order where 
righteousness prevails.

“Look for new heavens and a new earth”

The expectation of “new heavens and a new earth” reflects an eschatological vision where God will 
restore creation. The term “new” here suggests not merely replacement but transformation—indicating
freshness and purity as opposed to mere novelty. This aligns with theological interpretations that see 
this renewal as both physical and spiritual.

• New Heavens:  This may refer to atmospheric changes or celestial bodies being transformed.
• New Earth:  Indicates a renewed physical realm free from sin and corruption.

“Wherein dwelleth righteousness”

The concluding clause underscores what characterizes this promised reality: righteousness will dwell 
there permanently. This implies that sin, suffering, and injustice will be eradicated. Righteousness here
can be understood both as moral integrity and as referring to those who are justified before God 
through faith in Christ.

This aspect of righteousness dwelling within this new creation resonates with other biblical themes 
where God’s presence brings about justice and peace (Revelation 21:27). It assures believers that their 
ultimate destiny is one devoid of evil—a stark contrast to their current experience in a fallen world.

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 3:13 encapsulates key themes of Christian eschatology: hope amidst judgment, 
divine fidelity to promises made, and an ultimate reality characterized by righteousness. For believers 
facing trials or skepticism regarding Christ’s return, this verse serves as both encouragement and 
motivation for holy living in anticipation of God’s fulfilling plan.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 3:14 (KJV)

Contextual Background  The second epistle of Peter addresses the early Christian community, 
emphasizing the importance of remaining steadfast in faith amidst false teachings and the anticipation 
of Christ’s return. In chapter 3, Peter discusses the promise of Christ’s second coming and the eventual
destruction of the current heavens and earth, followed by the establishment of a new heaven and a new
earth where righteousness dwells.

Analysis of 2 Peter 3:14  The verse reads as follows in the KJV: “Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye 
look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.”

1. “Wherefore, beloved,”



• The term “beloved” signifies a deep affection and connection between Peter and his 
readers. It establishes a tone of care and concern as he urges them to consider their 
spiritual state seriously. This address is common in epistles to reinforce unity and love 
within the Christian community.

2. “seeing that ye look for such things,”

• This phrase refers back to the previous verses where Peter describes the coming 
judgment and the promise of a new creation (2 Peter 3:10-13). The “such things” 
encompasses both the destruction of the current world due to sin and corruption and the 
hope for a renewed existence characterized by righteousness. The expectation of these 
events should motivate believers to live accordingly.

3. “be diligent”

• The call to “be diligent” emphasizes an active pursuit of holiness and readiness for 
Christ’s return. Diligence implies effort, commitment, and perseverance in one’s faith 
journey. It suggests that Christians must not be passive but should actively engage in 
their spiritual growth.

4. “that ye may be found of him in peace,”

• To be “found…in peace” indicates a state of reconciliation with God at Christ’s return. 
Peace here refers not only to an absence of conflict but also to a profound sense of well-
being resulting from being justified through faith (Romans 5:1). This peace is essential 
for believers as they await judgment; it assures them that they are accepted by God.

5. “without spot, and blameless.”

• The terms “without spot” and “blameless” draw on Old Testament sacrificial language 
where animals offered to God had to be free from blemish (Leviticus 22:20-21). These 
descriptors highlight moral purity and integrity expected from believers. Being without 
spot signifies being cleansed from sin, while being blameless suggests living 
righteously before God and others.

Practical Implications  This verse serves as both an encouragement and a warning for Christians:

• Encouragement comes from knowing that they can have peace with God through Jesus Christ.
• The warning lies in recognizing that diligence is required; complacency could lead to being 

unprepared when Christ returns.

Believers are called not just to anticipate future events but also to embody characteristics reflective of 
their faith—purity, integrity, and readiness—so they may stand confidently before Him at His coming.

Conclusion  In summary, 2 Peter 3:14 encapsulates key themes relevant to Christian living: 
anticipation of Christ’s return, active diligence in faith practices, maintaining peace with God through 
righteousness, and striving for moral purity as partakers in God’s promises.



Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 3:15 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

2 Peter 3:15 states, “And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved 
brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you.” This verse 
encapsulates a critical theological concept regarding God’s patience and its implications for salvation, 
while also affirming the authority of Paul’s writings.

Understanding “Account”

The term “account” in this context suggests a call for reflection or consideration. Peter urges his 
readers to think carefully about the nature of God’s actions and intentions. It is not merely an invitation
to acknowledge but rather to actively engage with the understanding that follows. The implication is 
that believers should interpret events—specifically, the delay in Christ’s return—not through a lens of 
skepticism but through one of faith and hope.

The Longsuffering of Our Lord

The phrase “the longsuffering of our Lord” refers to God’s patience and forbearance. In biblical terms, 
“longsuffering” denotes a divine characteristic where God refrains from immediate judgment despite 
humanity’s sinfulness. This quality is essential because it highlights God’s mercy and grace. Instead of 
rushing to judgment, God allows time for repentance and transformation.

Peter emphasizes that this delay should be viewed positively—as an opportunity for salvation rather 
than as evidence of neglect or failure on God’s part. The idea here aligns with Romans 2:4, which 
speaks about God’s kindness leading toward repentance. Thus,  the longsuffering of our Lord is 
salvation , indicating that His patience serves a redemptive purpose.

Even as Our Beloved Brother Paul

In this segment, Peter references “our beloved brother Paul,” which serves multiple purposes:

1. Affirmation of Relationship : By calling Paul “beloved,” Peter expresses mutual respect and 
affection despite their previous disagreements (as noted in Galatians 2). This acknowledgment 
fosters unity among believers by emphasizing their shared mission in Christ.

2. Authority of Paul’s Writings : Peter’s mention indicates that he recognizes Paul’s letters as 
authoritative scripture. He implies that Paul’s teachings align with his own understanding of 
God’s character and plan for salvation.

3. Wisdom Given Unto Him : The phrase “according to the wisdom given unto him” underscores 
that any insight Paul possesses comes from divine revelation rather than human intellect alone. 
This reinforces the belief in the inspiration behind scripture—both Peter’s and Paul’s writings 
are seen as divinely guided.



Hath Written Unto You

The concluding part, “hath written unto you,” points out that Paul has addressed similar themes in his 
epistles directed at communities likely familiar to Peter’s audience (such as those in Asia Minor). This 
connection strengthens the argument that both apostles are united in their message concerning God’s 
patience and its salvific implications.

Peter’s reference encourages readers to look back at Paul’s letters for further understanding about 
God’s longsuffering and how it relates to their faith journey.

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 3:15 serves as a profound reminder of God’s merciful nature through His 
longsuffering, which ultimately aims at salvation. It also highlights the unity among apostles like Peter
and Paul in proclaiming this truth, encouraging believers to embrace hope rather than despair amid 
perceived delays in divine promises.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 3:16 (KJV)

Contextual Background  The epistle of 2 Peter is attributed to the Apostle Peter and addresses issues 
concerning false teachers and the importance of holding onto the truth of the Gospel. In chapter 3, 
Peter discusses the promise of Christ’s return and encourages believers to remain steadfast in their 
faith despite scoffers who doubt this promise. This verse specifically highlights the writings of Paul 
and their significance within the early Christian community.

Text of 2 Peter 3:16 (KJV)  “As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are 
some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also 
the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “As also in all his epistles”

• This phrase indicates that Peter acknowledges Paul’s letters as authoritative and 
inspired. The use of “all” suggests that by this time, multiple letters from Paul were 
circulating among the churches and were recognized for their theological depth. It 
implies a level of familiarity with Paul’s writings, indicating that they were already 
being considered part of Christian doctrine.

2. “Speaking in them of these things”

• The “things” referred to here encompass themes such as Christ’s second coming, 
judgment, and the moral implications for believers. Peter emphasizes that Paul 
addresses similar topics throughout his letters, reinforcing a unified message among 
apostolic teachings.

3. “In which are some things hard to be understood”



• Here, Peter acknowledges that while Paul’s writings contain profound truths, some 
aspects are challenging to comprehend. This does not imply that Paul’s writings are 
obscure or lacking clarity but rather that certain doctrines may be complex due to their 
spiritual nature or because they challenge human understanding.

4. “Which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest”

• The term “unlearned” refers not necessarily to a lack of formal education but rather to 
those who lack spiritual insight or understanding imparted by God. “Unstable” 
describes individuals who are not firmly grounded in their faith and can easily be 
swayed by false interpretations.

• The word “wrest,” derived from a Greek term meaning to distort or twist, conveys how 
these individuals manipulate Scripture for personal gain or to support erroneous beliefs.

5. “As they do also the other scriptures”

• By equating Paul’s letters with “the other scriptures,” Peter affirms their status as 
divinely inspired texts alongside the Old Testament writings. This acknowledgment is 
significant as it illustrates an early recognition of a New Testament canon forming 
within the church.

6. “Unto their own destruction.”

• This concluding phrase serves as a warning about the consequences of misinterpreting 
Scripture. Those who distort biblical truths do so at great peril to themselves, leading 
ultimately to spiritual ruin or destruction.

Theological Implications  This verse underscores several important theological points:

• The unity among apostolic teachings: Both Peter and Paul address similar themes regarding 
salvation and eschatology.

• The recognition of Scripture: Early Christians viewed Paul’s writings as authoritative scripture 
alongside traditional Jewish texts.

• The responsibility of interpretation: Believers are called to approach Scripture with humility 
and diligence, seeking understanding while being wary of those who might misuse it for selfish
purposes.

Conclusion  2 Peter 3:16 serves as both an affirmation of Paul’s authority within early Christianity and
a caution against misinterpretation by those lacking spiritual grounding. It highlights the necessity for 
believers to engage deeply with Scripture while remaining vigilant against distortions that could lead 
them astray.



Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 3:17 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

2 Peter 3:17 reads: “Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, 
being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own steadfastness.” This verse serves as a 
concluding exhortation in Peter’s second epistle, emphasizing the importance of vigilance against false
teachings and the need for spiritual stability.

Contextual Background

The Apostle Peter writes this letter to address concerns about false teachers and scoffers who distort 
the truth of God’s Word. In previous verses, he has discussed the certainty of Christ’s return and the 
judgment that will follow. He encourages believers to live holy lives in anticipation of this event. The 
phrase “seeing ye know these things before” indicates that Peter’s audience is already aware of the 
teachings he has shared throughout his letter.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Ye therefore, beloved”

• Peter addresses his readers affectionately as “beloved,” which signifies a deep pastoral 
concern for their spiritual well-being. This term establishes a relational context where 
Peter is not merely instructing but caring for those he loves.

2. “seeing ye know these things before”

• The phrase implies that knowledge brings responsibility. Since they are forewarned 
about potential dangers—specifically false teachings—they must remain vigilant. This 
acknowledgment reinforces the idea that awareness of truth is crucial in maintaining 
one’s faith.

3. “beware lest ye also”

• The use of “beware” serves as a strong admonition. It suggests an active stance against 
complacency or ignorance regarding spiritual matters. The word “also” indicates that 
others have already been misled; thus, it is a call to self-examination and caution.

4. “being led away with the error of the wicked”

• Here, Peter identifies those who lead others astray as “the wicked.” The term “error” 
refers to deviations from sound doctrine and highlights how easily one can be misled if 
not grounded in truth. The phrase suggests that there is an active force at work 
attempting to draw believers away from their faith.

5. “fall from your own steadfastness”



• The concept of falling from steadfastness does not imply losing salvation but rather 
losing one’s position of stability in faith and doctrine. Steadfastness refers to firmness in
belief and practice; thus, falling from it means succumbing to doubt or false teachings.

Theological Implications

This verse underscores several theological principles:

• Responsibility in Knowledge:  Believers are accountable for what they know about Scripture 
and must guard against being swayed by misleading interpretations.

• The Nature of False Teaching:  False teachers are characterized as wicked because they distort
God’s truth for personal gain or misguided beliefs.

• Spiritual Stability:  Maintaining steadfastness requires diligence and an ongoing commitment 
to grow in grace and knowledge (as mentioned later in 2 Peter 3:18).

Conclusion

In summary, 2 Peter 3:17 serves as both a warning and an encouragement for believers to remain 
vigilant against false teachings while fostering their relationship with Christ through growth in 
understanding His Word. It emphasizes that while salvation is secure through faith in Christ, believers 
must actively engage with their faith to avoid instability caused by external influences.

Verse Commentary on 2 Peter 3:18 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

2 Peter 3:18 states, “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To 
him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.” This verse serves as a concluding exhortation from the 
Apostle Peter, encapsulating key themes of spiritual growth, knowledge of Christ, and the eternal glory
due to Him.

“But grow in grace”

The command to “grow in grace” emphasizes the necessity of spiritual development within the 
Christian life. Grace here refers not only to God’s unmerited favor but also to the transformative power
that enables believers to live righteously. The term “grow” indicates an active process; it is not a 
passive state but requires effort and intentionality. Just as plants need nurturing to flourish, Christians 
must engage with their faith actively—through prayer, study of Scripture, and participation in 
community—to experience growth in grace.

This growth can manifest in various ways: increased humility, deeper love for others, greater patience, 
and a more profound understanding of God’s mercy. It suggests that believers should continually seek 
to embody the characteristics that reflect Christ’s nature.



“and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ”

The second part of this command directs believers to grow “in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ.” Knowledge here transcends mere intellectual understanding; it encompasses relational 
intimacy with Christ. This knowledge involves recognizing His character, understanding His 
teachings, and experiencing His presence through faith.

Peter’s emphasis on knowing Jesus as both “Lord” and “Saviour” highlights two critical aspects of His
identity. As Lord, He has authority over all creation; as Saviour, He provides redemption from sin. 
Growing in this knowledge means deepening one’s relationship with Him—moving beyond surface-
level acquaintance into a transformative friendship that shapes one’s life choices and actions.

“To him be glory both now and for ever.”

The doxology at the end of this verse serves as a reminder that all growth in grace and knowledge 
ultimately leads back to glorifying Christ. The phrase “both now and for ever” underscores the eternal 
nature of this glory; it is not confined to earthly existence but extends into eternity. Believers are called
to acknowledge Christ’s supremacy and majesty continuously.

This declaration reinforces that all spiritual endeavors should culminate in worship—recognizing that 
any progress made is by His grace alone. It encourages Christians to live lives marked by gratitude and
reverence towards their Saviour.

Conclusion: Amen

The final word “Amen” signifies agreement with what has been stated—a solemn affirmation that 
these truths are accepted wholeheartedly by Peter and his readers alike. It encapsulates a commitment 
to pursue growth in grace and knowledge while glorifying Jesus throughout one’s life.

In summary, 2 Peter 3:18 serves as an essential exhortation for Christians: it calls them not only to 
pursue personal spiritual growth but also emphasizes the importance of knowing Jesus intimately 
while recognizing His rightful place in their lives as Lord and Saviour.

The conclusion to the book of 2 Peter serves as both a summary of the letter's 
themes and a final exhortation to the readers. The apostle Peter has addressed key 
concerns throughout the epistle, including the danger of false teachers, the 
importance of spiritual growth, and the anticipation of Christ's return. The closing 
section reinforces these messages while encouraging believers to remain steadfast in
their faith.

Final Exhortations (2 Peter 3:14-18)
Peter begins the conclusion by urging believers to live holy and blameless lives as they await the 
coming of the Lord. Since the day of the Lord will come unexpectedly, he emphasizes the need for 
readiness, peace, and purity:



• Holiness and Godliness: Peter exhorts believers to make every effort to be "found spotless, 
blameless, and at peace with him" (3:14). This aligns with his earlier calls for moral integrity 
and growth in Christian character (1:5-8).

• Patience and Perspective: Peter reminds the readers that the apparent delay in Christ's return is
due to God's patience, giving people more time to repent (3:15). He reiterates the message that 
God's timing is not like human timing and encourages believers to see the delay as an 
opportunity for salvation.

• Affirmation of Paul’s Writings: Peter references Paul’s letters, acknowledging that they 
contain wisdom but also noting that they can be difficult to understand, which some people 
distort. This is significant because it not only affirms the authority of Paul's writings but also 
highlights the ongoing issue of false teachers who twist Scripture for their own purposes (3:15-
16).

The Danger of False Teachers
Peter reiterates his warning against false teachers who mislead believers and distort the truth of the 
gospel. He cautions the readers to be on their guard so that they are not carried away by the error of the 
lawless (3:17). The need for discernment and vigilance is a constant theme throughout the letter, and 
Peter closes by reminding the church to be alert to doctrinal corruption and moral compromise.

Growing in Grace and Knowledge (2 Peter 3:18)
In his final words, Peter provides a positive exhortation for the Christian life: "But grow in the grace 
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ." This call to continual growth highlights the 
central theme of the letter—spiritual maturity. Rather than being stagnant in their faith or swayed by 
false teachings, believers are to pursue a deepening relationship with Christ through grace and 
knowledge. This reflects Peter's emphasis from the beginning of the epistle on the importance of adding
to one's faith and continually increasing in virtue, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, 
brotherly kindness, and love (1:5-7).

Doxology: Praise to Christ
Peter closes the letter with a doxology, giving glory to Christ: "To him be glory both now and forever! 
Amen" (3:18). This final note of worship underscores the ultimate purpose of the letter—to glorify 
Jesus Christ. In the face of persecution, false teaching, and the pressures of daily life, the believer’s 
ultimate aim is to honor and magnify Christ in all things.

Summary of Key Themes in the Conclusion:
1. Eschatological Hope: Peter reminds the readers of the imminent return of Christ and calls for 

holy living in anticipation of that day.
2. Vigilance against False Teachers: The danger of being led astray by those who distort the 

gospel is a prominent theme, and Peter warns the church to stay grounded in truth.



3. Spiritual Growth: Christians are called to grow in grace and knowledge, ensuring that their 
faith is strong and resilient.

4. The Authority of Scripture: Peter references both his own teaching and Paul's writings, 
emphasizing the importance of holding to the true Word of God.

5. Glorification of Christ: The final note of the letter is one of praise and worship, recognizing 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, to whom all glory belongs.

Conclusion of 2 Peter: A Call to Endurance and Faithfulness
In conclusion, 2 Peter ends with a heartfelt call for believers to remain faithful in the face of trials, 
false teachings, and the waiting period before Christ’s return. Peter encourages his audience to stay 
alert, pursue righteousness, and continue growing in their relationship with God. The tone is both 
warning and encouraging, recognizing the difficulties the church faces but also pointing to the ultimate 
victory in Christ.

Dr. Paul Crawford is more than just a Christian Author; His books are a source of 
inspiration and guidance on your spiritual journey. His books are created with a 
deep sense of faith and a desire to uplift and inspire all who read. 
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