


Book of Titus - Chapter-by-Chapter Outline

Chapter 1: Establishing Leadership and Sound Doctrine

1.1 Introduction and Greeting (Titus 1:1-4)

• Paul's greeting to Titus, emphasizing his apostleship and God's promise of eternal life.
• Titus is described as Paul's true child in the faith, with a blessing of grace and peace from God.

1.2 The Appointment of Elders (Titus 1:5-9)

• Paul instructs Titus to appoint elders in every town to oversee the churches.
• Qualities of elders: blameless, faithful to their families, not quick-tempered, not greedy, and 

hospitable.
• Elders must hold firmly to the trustworthy message, able to encourage others by sound doctrine 

and refute those who oppose it.

1.3 Dealing with False Teachers (Titus 1:10-16)

• Warning against rebellious people and false teachers, especially those who promote Jewish 
myths and human commands.

• False teachers are disrupting entire households for dishonest gain.
• Their minds and consciences are corrupted, and they claim to know God but deny Him by their 

actions.

Chapter 2: Teaching Sound Doctrine and Christian Living

2.1 Instructions for Different Groups (Titus 2:1-10)

• Titus is urged to teach what is appropriate to sound doctrine.
• Specific guidelines are provided for older men, older women, young men, and slaves:

• Older men: Temperate, worthy of respect, self-controlled, sound in faith, love, and 
endurance.

• Older women: Reverent in behavior, not slanderers, teaching younger women to love 
their husbands and children, and to be self-controlled and pure.

• Young men: To be self-controlled and a model of good works.
• Slaves: To be obedient and show integrity and trustworthiness.

2.2 The Purpose of Christian Living (Titus 2:11-14)

• God's grace offers salvation to all people and teaches them to live godly lives, renouncing 
ungodliness and worldly passions.

• Believers are to wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of Jesus Christ, who gave Himself to 
redeem people from wickedness and to purify a people eager to do good.

2.3 Encourage and Rebuke with Authority (Titus 2:15)



• Titus is encouraged to speak with authority, teaching these truths and correcting those who 
oppose sound teaching.

Chapter 3: Reminding Christians of Proper Conduct

3.1 Christian Responsibilities in Society (Titus 3:1-2)

• Believers are reminded to be submissive to rulers and authorities, obedient, and ready to do 
whatever is good.

• They are instructed to avoid slander, be peaceable and considerate, and show true humility to all 
people.

3.2 The Basis for Good Works (Titus 3:3-8)

• Paul explains the reason for the transformation in the lives of believers, reminding them of their 
former state of sin.

• Through God's kindness and love, He saved them—not by works of righteousness, but through 
His mercy by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit.

• Believers are justified by grace and become heirs with the hope of eternal life, and they are 
encouraged to devote themselves to doing good.

3.3 Avoiding Divisive People (Titus 3:9-11)

• Paul warns Titus to avoid foolish controversies, genealogies, and arguments about the law, as 
they are unprofitable and useless.

• Divisive people should be warned twice, and after that, they should be rejected, as they are self-
condemned.

3.4 Final Instructions and Conclusion (Titus 3:12-15)

• Paul gives Titus final instructions regarding his future travels and requests, including the 
sending of helpers (Artemas or Tychicus).

• Titus is urged to help others in need and ensure that everyone learns to devote themselves to 
doing good.

• Final greetings and a blessing of grace for all who love the Lord.

Themes and Key Takeaways

• Leadership and Church Order: The need for strong, godly leadership in the church, with 
leaders who exhibit moral and spiritual integrity.

• Sound Doctrine: The importance of teaching and upholding sound doctrine that aligns with the 
gospel and God's will.

• Christian Living: The call for believers to live holy, self-controlled, and productive lives that 
reflect the grace of God.



• Avoiding False Teaching: A warning against false teachers and divisive individuals, stressing 
the need for discernment in what is taught and believed.

This outline provides a thematic overview of the Book of Titus while highlighting key verses and 
teachings in each chapter.

Introduction to the Book of Titus

The Book of Titus is one of the three pastoral epistles in the New Testament, along with 1 Timothy and 
2 Timothy. It is traditionally attributed to the Apostle Paul, written as a letter to his close associate and 
fellow worker, Titus. As part of the broader Pauline corpus, Titus carries Paul's theological insights and 
practical wisdom, particularly regarding church leadership, sound doctrine, and Christian living.

Though short, the book of Titus is rich in content, offering clear guidelines for organizing the church 
and maintaining the integrity of the faith in the midst of false teaching and moral challenges. Its 
instructions are highly relevant not only for leaders of the early church but also for modern-day 
Christian communities seeking to live out the gospel authentically.

Authorship and Date

The Apostle Paul is traditionally recognized as the author of Titus, as indicated in the opening verse: 
“Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ” (Titus 1:1). Paul’s authorship of the pastoral 
epistles (1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, and Titus) has been the subject of some scholarly debate, with some 
scholars questioning whether these letters were written directly by Paul or by one of his disciples. 
However, the traditional view holds that Paul authored the epistle sometime between his first and 
second Roman imprisonments, around AD 63-66.

Paul had a long history of missionary work in the Mediterranean region, and he sent this letter to Titus 
while he was working in Crete, an island in the Aegean Sea. The purpose was to instruct Titus on how 
to establish leadership and organize the fledgling Christian communities in the cities of Crete.

Recipient: Who Was Titus?

Titus was one of Paul's closest and most trusted companions, mentioned multiple times in Paul's other 
letters (2 Corinthians, Galatians, 2 Timothy). He was likely a Gentile convert, as Paul describes him as 
an uncircumcised believer (Galatians 2:3). Titus had proven himself to be a faithful worker, often 
accompanying Paul on his missionary journeys and acting as a liaison between Paul and the early 
churches.

In this letter, Titus is stationed in Crete, a notoriously difficult mission field known for its inhabitants' 
moral laxity. The Cretans were infamous for their dishonesty, laziness, and debauchery (Titus 1:12). 
Paul had left Titus there to oversee the establishment and organization of the Christian community, to 
appoint qualified leaders, and to address false teaching.



Historical and Cultural Context: The Island of Crete

Crete, one of the largest islands in the Mediterranean, had a reputation for moral corruption and pagan 
practices, as evidenced by Paul's quotation of the Cretan poet Epimenides: “Cretans are always liars, 
evil brutes, lazy gluttons” (Titus 1:12). Cretans were known for their affiliation with the myth of the 
god Zeus, whom they believed to have been born on the island. Zeus' mythology involved deceit and 
immorality, which may have influenced the local culture.

In the New Testament era, Crete had become a melting pot of Roman, Greek, and indigenous cultures, 
with a variety of religious practices and philosophies circulating. Against this backdrop, early Christian 
communities would have faced significant pressure to conform to the surrounding moral and religious 
norms. The Cretan churches were likely small, scattered, and without strong leadership, which made 
them vulnerable to false teachings and divisive figures. Thus, Paul’s letter to Titus is crucial for 
stabilizing and strengthening these early Christian communities.

Purpose of the Letter

Paul wrote to Titus with three primary objectives:

1. To Establish Church Leadership: One of Paul's primary concerns was the appointment of 
elders in every town (Titus 1:5). These leaders were to be men of exemplary character, able to 
teach sound doctrine and correct those who were spreading false teachings. Paul provides a 
detailed list of qualifications for elders, stressing the importance of integrity, self-control, and 
hospitality.

2. To Counter False Teaching: Paul warned Titus about the presence of false teachers, especially 
those who were promoting “Jewish myths” and legalistic distortions of the gospel (Titus 1:10-
14). These teachers were disrupting entire households and leading believers away from the 
truth. Paul’s emphasis on sound doctrine throughout the letter underscores his concern for 
maintaining the purity of the Christian faith in a context of confusion and error.

3. To Instruct on Godly Living: In a culture like Crete, where moral depravity was rampant, 
Paul’s letter stresses the importance of living a life that reflects the transformative power of the 
gospel. Christians were to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives, setting an example for 
both the church and the surrounding community. Paul emphasizes the role of grace in teaching 
believers to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live in anticipation of the return 
of Christ (Titus 2:11-14).

Major Themes

1. Leadership in the Church: Paul’s instructions on the qualifications and responsibilities of 
church leaders form the backbone of this letter. Elders must be blameless, faithful to their 
families, and committed to sound doctrine. This theme reflects Paul's concern for the long-term 
stability and integrity of the church.

2. Sound Doctrine: Paul repeatedly emphasizes the importance of teaching what is “in accord 
with sound doctrine” (Titus 2:1). Sound doctrine is essential not only for the spiritual health of 
the church but also as a defense against false teachings that were spreading in Crete. Paul 



contrasts the reliable message of the gospel with the deceptive teachings that were confusing the 
Cretan Christians.

3. Christian Ethics and Good Works: Paul encourages Titus to remind the Cretans that their faith 
should result in visible good works. Christians are called to live godly lives, demonstrating the 
transformative power of God's grace through their actions. The letter highlights the importance 
of good works as evidence of true faith (Titus 3:8).

4. God's Grace and Salvation: At the heart of the letter is Paul’s proclamation of God’s grace as 
the foundation for salvation. This grace is not based on human merit but on God’s mercy, as 
shown through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ (Titus 3:4-7). God's grace not 
only saves but also empowers believers to live righteous lives.

5. The Hope of Christ’s Return: Paul encourages believers to live in light of the “blessed hope” 
of Christ’s second coming (Titus 2:13). This eschatological perspective motivates Christians to 
live upright lives as they anticipate the fulfillment of God’s redemptive plan.

Relevance for Today

The letter to Titus holds timeless relevance for the church. In a world that continues to struggle with 
moral confusion, false teachings, and the challenges of living out the Christian faith, Titus provides 
clear, practical guidelines for church leadership, doctrinal integrity, and ethical living. For Christian 
leaders today, Titus offers a model for fostering healthy, biblically grounded communities that reflect 
the transformative power of the gospel.

In the modern context, where cultural pressures often clash with biblical values, Paul's exhortation to 
Titus to teach sound doctrine and to live out the implications of the gospel remains vital. Titus reminds 
the church that God's grace empowers believers to live lives that are countercultural, grounded in truth, 
and marked by good works for the glory of God.

Conclusion

The Book of Titus is a concise yet powerful epistle that addresses key aspects of Christian life, 
leadership, and doctrine. Through its emphasis on sound teaching, godly living, and the hope of 
Christ’s return, Titus provides a blueprint for building strong, faithful communities that stand firm in 
the midst of cultural and spiritual challenges.

CHAPTER 1:

Verse Commentary on Titus 1:1

Introduction to the Verse  Titus 1:1 states, “Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, 

according to the faith of God’s elect, and the acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness.” This 



verse serves as an introduction to the letter written by Paul to Titus, establishing both the author’s 
identity and his purpose in writing.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Paul”

• The letter begins with Paul identifying himself. Paul was formerly known as Saul of 
Tarsus, a persecutor of Christians who underwent a dramatic conversion experience on 
the road to Damascus (Acts 9). His name change signifies his transformation and new 
mission as an apostle.

2. “a servant of God”

• The term “servant” translates from the Greek word “doulos,” which means bondservant 
or slave. This indicates Paul’s humility and dedication to God’s service. By calling 
himself a servant, Paul emphasizes that he is under obligation to fulfill God’s will rather 
than pursuing personal ambitions.

3. “and an apostle of Jesus Christ”

• Here, Paul identifies himself not only as a servant but also as an apostle. An apostle is 
one who is sent out with authority; in this case, Paul was appointed by Jesus Christ 
Himself (Galatians 1:1). This title establishes his authority in addressing issues within 
the church and instructing Titus.

4. “according to the faith of God’s elect”

• The phrase “according to” suggests that Paul’s apostleship is aligned with or directed 
towards a specific purpose—the faith of God’s elect. The term “elect” refers to those 
chosen by God for salvation (Ephesians 1:4). This highlights that Paul’s mission is not 
arbitrary but divinely ordained for the benefit of believers.

5. “and the acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness.”

• The acknowledgment of truth implies more than mere intellectual assent; it involves 
recognizing and adhering to truths that lead to godly living. The phrase “which is after 
godliness” indicates that true knowledge leads to a life characterized by piety and moral 
integrity. It underscores that understanding God’s truth should result in practical 
holiness.

Conclusion  In summary, Titus 1:1 encapsulates Paul’s identity as both a servant and an apostle while 

outlining his mission related to God’s chosen people and their spiritual growth in truth leading towards 
godliness. This opening sets the tone for the entire epistle, emphasizing authority, purpose, and ethical 
living among believers.

Verse Commentary on Titus 1:2 (KJV)



Introduction to the Verse  Titus 1:2 states, “In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, 

promised before the world began.” This verse is rich in theological significance and provides insight 
into the nature of God’s promises and the hope that believers have in Christ.

“In hope of eternal life”  The phrase “In hope of eternal life” indicates that the Apostle Paul is 

expressing a confident expectation regarding eternal life. This hope is not a mere wish or desire; rather, 
it is a firm assurance based on God’s promises. The term “eternal life” refers to the quality of life that 
comes from knowing God and Jesus Christ (John 17:3). It encompasses both a present reality for 
believers and a future fulfillment in heaven.

“which God, that cannot lie,”  This clause emphasizes the character of God as one who is incapable 

of lying. The phrase “that cannot lie” underscores God’s absolute truthfulness and integrity. In contrast 
to human beings who may deceive or fail to keep their promises, God’s nature ensures that His word is 
always reliable. This aspect of God’s character serves as a foundation for the believer’s faith; if God 
has promised something, it will surely come to pass.

“promised before the world began.”  The final part of this verse highlights the timelessness of God’s 

promise. The phrase “before the world began” suggests that this promise was established in eternity 
past, long before creation itself. It indicates that God’s plan for salvation and eternal life was not an 
afterthought but was part of His divine purpose from the very beginning. This assurance provides 
believers with confidence in their salvation, knowing it was secured by God’s foreknowledge and 
intention.

Conclusion  In summary, Titus 1:2 encapsulates key themes central to Christian doctrine: hope, divine 

promise, and God’s unchanging nature. Believers are encouraged to rest in the certainty of eternal life 
promised by a truthful God who exists outside time.

Verse Commentary on Titus 1:3 (KJV)

Text of the Verse  Titus 1:3 (KJV): “But hath in due times manifested his word through preaching, 

which is committed unto me according to the commandment of God our Saviour;”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “But hath in due times”

• The phrase “in due times” indicates a specific period that was predetermined by God for 
the revelation of His Word. This reflects the biblical concept of divine timing, where 
events unfold according to God’s sovereign plan. The term suggests that there was a 
time when God’s message was not fully revealed, but now it has been made known.

2. “manifested his word”

• The term “manifested” means to make something clear or visible. In this context, it 
refers to God revealing His Word to humanity. The “word” here can be understood as 
the gospel message—the good news about Jesus Christ and salvation. This 



manifestation signifies that God’s truth is no longer hidden but has been openly 
declared.

3. “through preaching”

• The method by which God’s Word is manifested is “through preaching.” Preaching 
serves as a vehicle for communicating God’s message to people. It emphasizes the 
importance of oral proclamation in spreading the gospel and highlights the role of 
preachers as messengers entrusted with delivering God’s truth.

4. “which is committed unto me”

• This phrase indicates that Paul views his role as an apostle as one of stewardship; he has 
been entrusted with a significant responsibility. The use of “committed” implies that this 
task is not taken lightly—it carries weight and accountability before God.

5. “according to the commandment of God our Saviour;”

• Here, Paul emphasizes that his mission and authority come directly from God, whom he 
refers to as “our Saviour.” This title underscores God’s redemptive nature and 
establishes the divine origin of Paul’s commission. It also connects Paul’s work with the 
broader theme of salvation history, affirming that he operates under divine authority.

Theological Implications

• Divine Revelation:  Titus 1:3 affirms that God has chosen specific times in history to reveal 

His Word, demonstrating His sovereignty over time and human affairs.

• Role of Preaching:  The verse highlights preaching’s centrality in Christian ministry, indicating 

that it is through this act that believers receive instruction and encouragement regarding their 
faith.

• Authority in Ministry:  Paul’s assertion about being commanded by God reinforces the idea 

that true ministry must be rooted in divine authority rather than human initiative or ambition.

Conclusion

Titus 1:3 encapsulates key themes relevant to understanding Christian ministry—divine timing in 
revelation, the importance of preaching as a means for manifesting God’s Word, and the necessity for 
ministers like Paul to operate under God’s command. This verse serves as a reminder for contemporary 
believers about the significance of faithfully proclaiming God’s truth within their communities.

Verse Commentary on Titus 1:4 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse  Titus 1:4 reads, “To Titus, mine own son after the common faith: Grace, 

mercy, and peace, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour.” This verse serves as 



both a greeting and an introduction to the relationship between Paul and Titus. It establishes the 
context of their connection and sets a tone for the themes that will be explored throughout the epistle.

Addressing Titus  The verse begins with “To Titus,” indicating that this letter is specifically addressed 

to him. The use of his name signifies a personal relationship between Paul and Titus. Unlike other 
letters where Paul addresses a church or a group of believers, here he focuses on an individual whom 
he regards highly.

“Mine own son after the common faith”  The phrase “mine own son after the common faith” 

indicates a deep spiritual bond between Paul and Titus. The term “son” suggests that Paul played a 
significant role in Titus’s conversion to Christianity; it implies mentorship and guidance. The addition 
of “after the common faith” emphasizes that their relationship is rooted in shared beliefs about Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior. This commonality transcends cultural backgrounds—Paul being Jewish and 
Titus being Gentile—highlighting unity among believers regardless of their origins.

The word “common” is particularly significant as it denotes that their faith is not merely personal but 
shared among all Christians. This reflects Paul’s broader theological stance against divisions within the 
body of Christ, especially concerning issues raised by Judaizers who insisted on adherence to Jewish 
laws for salvation.

Grace, Mercy, and Peace  Following this introduction, Paul extends a blessing: “Grace, mercy, and 

peace.” These three terms are commonly found in Paul’s letters but carry profound theological 
implications:

• Grace  refers to unmerited favor from God towards humanity. It underscores the essence of 

Christian salvation—that it is not earned but given freely by God’s love.

• Mercy  highlights God’s compassion towards sinners. It acknowledges human frailty and 

sinfulness while emphasizing God’s willingness to forgive.

• Peace  signifies wholeness or completeness that comes from being reconciled with God through 

Jesus Christ. It represents both internal tranquility for believers and harmonious relationships 
within the community of faith.

The phrase concludes with “from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour,” affirming 
both figures’ roles in providing grace, mercy, and peace. This acknowledgment reinforces the doctrine 
of the Trinity—God as Father, Son (Jesus Christ), and Holy Spirit—while also establishing Jesus’s 
divine authority as Savior.

Conclusion  In summary, Titus 1:4 encapsulates key themes central to Paul’s ministry: personal 

relationships within Christian leadership, unity in faith despite cultural differences, and foundational 
blessings bestowed upon believers through divine grace. The verse sets up an epistolary framework 
where Paul will address various issues facing churches in Crete while reminding them of their shared 
identity in Christ.



Verse Commentary on Titus 1:5 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse  Titus 1:5 states, “For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set 

in order the things that are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee.” This 
verse serves as a pivotal introduction to the Apostle Paul’s instructions to Titus regarding his 
responsibilities on the island of Crete. It highlights both the context of Titus’s mission and the specific 
tasks he was entrusted with.

Contextual Background  The Apostle Paul had previously ministered in Crete, establishing a 

Christian presence among its people. After preaching the gospel and witnessing many conversions, 
Paul left Titus behind to continue this work. The phrase “For this cause” indicates that there was a 
specific purpose for Titus’s presence in Crete—namely, to address certain deficiencies within the 
newly formed Christian communities.

Setting Things in Order  The directive for Titus to “set in order the things that are wanting” implies 

that there were aspects of church life and governance that needed attention. The term “set in order” 
suggests a process of organization and correction. This could involve establishing proper church 
structure, addressing doctrinal issues, or correcting moral lapses among believers. The use of “things 
that are wanting” indicates that there were gaps or deficiencies within the churches that required 
Titus’s leadership to rectify.

Appointment of Elders  The second part of the verse emphasizes one of Titus’s primary 

responsibilities: “ordain elders in every city.” The term “elders” refers to leaders within the church 
who would provide spiritual oversight and guidance. Paul’s instruction is significant because it 
underscores the importance of having qualified leaders in place to shepherd the congregations 
effectively.

Paul specifies that these elders should be appointed “in every city,” indicating a widespread need for 
leadership across multiple communities on Crete. This reflects an understanding of early church 
dynamics where each congregation required its own leaders to ensure proper governance and care for 
its members.

Authority Given to Titus  The phrase “as I had appointed thee” reinforces Paul’s authority over 

Titus’s mission. It indicates that Paul had previously given specific instructions regarding how this 
appointment should take place. This not only legitimizes Titus’s role but also emphasizes his 
responsibility to follow through on Paul’s directives carefully.

Conclusion  In summary, Titus 1:5 encapsulates Paul’s strategic vision for establishing strong 

leadership within the burgeoning Christian communities on Crete. By leaving Titus with clear 
instructions to organize church life and appoint elders, Paul aimed to ensure that these new believers 
would have solid spiritual guidance as they navigated their faith amidst challenges.

Verse Commentary on Titus 1:6 (KJV)



Introduction to the Verse

Titus 1:6 states, “If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of 
riot or unruly.” This verse is part of a larger passage where the Apostle Paul outlines the qualifications 
for elders in the church. The context is significant as it addresses the need for strong leadership within 
the early Christian communities, particularly in Crete, where Titus was tasked with establishing order 
and appointing leaders.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “If any be blameless”

• The term “blameless” (Greek: ἀνέγκλητος) indicates that an elder must be above 
reproach. This means there should be no legitimate accusations against him; he should 
live a life that is exemplary and free from scandal. The requirement for being blameless 
emphasizes moral integrity and character, which are essential for anyone in a position of 
spiritual authority.

2. “the husband of one wife”

• This phrase has been interpreted in various ways throughout church history. The Greek 
phrase can be translated as “a one-woman man,” suggesting that an elder must 
demonstrate fidelity and commitment to his spouse. Importantly, this does not 
necessarily mean that an elder must be married; rather, it underscores the importance of 
sexual purity and loyalty in relationships. It also reflects cultural norms at the time 
regarding marriage and family structure.

3. “having faithful children”

• The term “faithful” (Greek: πιστά) can imply either that the children are believers or 
that they are obedient and trustworthy. In this context, it is often understood to mean 
that an elder’s children should exhibit good behavior and not bring shame upon their 
father through rebellion or misconduct. This qualification serves as a reflection of how 
well a man manages his household, which is crucial since leadership in the church 
parallels leadership within one’s family.

4. “not accused of riot or unruly”

• The phrases “not accused of riot” (Greek: ἀσωτίας) and “unruly” (Greek: ἀνυπότακτα) 
indicate specific behaviors that would disqualify an elder from leadership. “Riot” refers 
to wastefulness or debauchery—essentially living a life characterized by excess and 
irresponsibility. “Unruly,” on the other hand, suggests disobedience or insubordination, 
particularly among older children who should ideally reflect their father’s teachings and 
values.



Theological Implications

This verse highlights several theological principles relevant to church leadership:

• Moral Integrity : Leaders must exemplify godly character traits that inspire trust among 

congregants.

• Family as a Reflection : An elder’s ability to manage his household effectively serves as an 

indicator of his capability to lead God’s people.

• Cultural Context : Understanding these qualifications requires awareness of first-century 

cultural norms regarding marriage and family dynamics.

Conclusion

In summary, Titus 1:6 provides critical insight into what constitutes effective church leadership 
according to Pauline theology. By emphasizing qualities such as being blameless, committed in 
marriage, and having obedient children, Paul sets forth a standard aimed at ensuring that leaders reflect 
Christ-like character both at home and within the church community.

Verse Commentary on Titus 1:7 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Titus 1:7 states, “For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not self-willed, not soon 
angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre.” This verse outlines essential 
qualifications for church leaders, specifically bishops or elders. The Apostle Paul emphasizes the 
moral and ethical standards required for those in leadership positions within the church.

“For a bishop must be blameless”

The term “bishop” (Greek: episkopos) refers to an overseer or leader within the church. The 
requirement that a bishop “must be blameless” indicates that he should have a reputation free from any 
serious accusations or moral failings. This does not imply perfection but rather a life characterized by 
integrity and righteousness. The emphasis on being blameless is crucial because the character of 
church leaders directly impacts their ability to lead effectively and maintain the trust of their 
congregation.

“as the steward of God;”

The phrase “as the steward of God” highlights the responsibility of bishops as caretakers of God’s 
household—the church. A steward is someone entrusted with managing resources and responsibilities 
on behalf of another. In this context, it signifies that bishops are accountable to God for how they lead 
and care for His people. This stewardship requires wisdom, faithfulness, and a commitment to God’s 
principles.

“not self-willed,”



The admonition “not self-willed” warns against arrogance and stubbornness in leadership. A self-
willed person prioritizes their own desires over others’ needs or God’s will. Such behavior can lead to 
divisiveness and conflict within the church community. Instead, bishops should demonstrate humility 
and a willingness to serve others rather than seeking personal gain or recognition.

“not soon angry,”

The phrase “not soon angry” indicates that bishops should possess emotional control and patience. 
Leaders who are quick-tempered may react impulsively rather than thoughtfully, which can harm 
relationships within the church. By cultivating patience and understanding, bishops can foster an 
environment conducive to growth and unity among believers.

“not given to wine,”

The instruction “not given to wine” suggests that bishops should avoid excessive drinking or 
drunkenness. Alcohol consumption can impair judgment and lead to behaviors inconsistent with 
Christian leadership. By maintaining sobriety, bishops set an example for their congregations 
regarding responsible living.

“no striker,”

The term “no striker” refers to someone who is physically aggressive or prone to violence. Bishops are 
called to be peacemakers rather than instigators of conflict. This qualification underscores the 
importance of gentleness and compassion in leadership roles within the church.

“not given to filthy lucre.”

Finally, “not given to filthy lucre” warns against greed or financial exploitation in ministry. Bishops 
should not pursue wealth at the expense of their integrity or spiritual responsibilities. Instead, they 
must prioritize serving God and His people over material gain.

Conclusion

In summary, Titus 1:7 provides critical guidelines for evaluating potential leaders within the church. 
The qualities outlined—blamelessness, stewardship, humility, patience, sobriety, non-violence, and 
integrity—are essential for effective leadership that honors God and serves His people faithfully.

Verse Commentary on Titus 1:8 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse  Titus 1:8 states, “But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, 

just, holy, temperate.” This verse is part of Paul’s instructions to Titus regarding the qualifications for 
elders in the church. It emphasizes the character traits that are essential for those who are to lead and 
shepherd God’s people.

Analysis of Key Phrases



1. “But a lover of hospitality”

• The term “lover of hospitality” indicates that an elder should be welcoming and 
generous towards others. In the context of early Christianity, where believers often 
traveled and needed places to stay, this trait was particularly important. Hospitality was 
not merely a social nicety but a vital expression of Christian love and community 
support. Elders were expected to open their homes to fellow believers and strangers 
alike, reflecting the love of Christ.

2. “a lover of good men”

• This phrase can be understood as an elder being someone who appreciates and supports 
what is good—whether it be good deeds, good teachings, or good people. The Greek 
word used here suggests a broader sense of benevolence and kindness towards all that is 
virtuous. An elder must have a heart that seeks out goodness in others and encourages it 
within the community.

3. “sober”

• The term “sober” refers not only to abstaining from alcohol but also implies self-control 
and moderation in all aspects of life. An elder should exhibit clear thinking and sound 
judgment, avoiding excesses that could impair their ability to lead effectively. This 
quality is crucial for making wise decisions that align with God’s will.

4. “just”

• Being “just” means being fair and equitable in dealings with others. An elder must 
strive for righteousness in their interactions, ensuring they uphold justice both within 
the church community and in broader society. This characteristic reflects God’s nature 
as just and righteous.

5. “holy”

• The call to be “holy” signifies being set apart for God’s purposes. An elder’s life should 
reflect purity and devotion to God, embodying His character through moral integrity 
and spiritual commitment. Holiness involves living according to God’s standards rather 
than societal norms.

6. “temperate”

• The word “temperate,” which can also mean self-controlled or moderate, emphasizes 
the importance of mastering one’s desires and impulses. An elder must demonstrate 
restraint in all areas—emotional responses, appetites, speech—ensuring they remain 
focused on their responsibilities without being swayed by personal indulgences or 
distractions.

Conclusion  In summary, Titus 1:8 outlines essential qualities for church leaders: hospitality, love for 

goodness, sobriety (self-control), justice (fairness), holiness (devotion), and temperance (moderation). 



These traits collectively form a picture of an ideal elder who leads by example through godly 
character.

Verse Commentary on Titus 1:9 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Titus 1:9 states, “Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound 
doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.” This verse is part of a larger passage where 
the Apostle Paul outlines the qualifications for elders in the church. It emphasizes the importance of 
doctrinal integrity and the ability to teach sound doctrine.

“Holding fast the faithful word”

The phrase “holding fast” translates from the Greek word “antechomai,” which means to cling to or 
adhere firmly. This indicates a strong commitment and dedication to the teachings of Scripture. The 
term “faithful word” refers to the trustworthy message of God as revealed in Scripture. It underscores 
that an elder must not only possess knowledge but also demonstrate unwavering loyalty to this truth.

In this context, “the faithful word” signifies more than just any teaching; it is specifically about 
adhering to the doctrines that have been passed down through apostolic teaching. This reflects a deep 
respect for biblical authority and an understanding that these teachings are vital for spiritual health.

“as he hath been taught”

This clause highlights that there is a foundational aspect of learning involved in being an elder. The 
elder’s understanding of Scripture should come from proper instruction and teaching within a 
community of faith. It implies that elders are not self-taught but rather have received their knowledge 
from reliable sources, such as apostles or established teachers within the church.

This aspect is crucial because it establishes accountability; elders must ensure that their teachings align 
with what they have learned from credible sources, thereby maintaining doctrinal purity.

“that he may be able by sound doctrine”

The phrase “that he may be able” indicates purpose—elders are expected not only to hold onto sound 
doctrine but also to be equipped for action. The term “sound doctrine,” which can also be translated as 
“healthy teaching,” suggests that true biblical teaching promotes spiritual well-being among believers.

Elders are tasked with using this sound doctrine effectively in their ministry, ensuring that it leads 
others toward growth in faith and understanding. This responsibility requires both knowledge and skill 
in communicating God’s truth clearly and accurately.

“both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers”



The concluding part of this verse outlines two primary functions of an elder concerning sound 
doctrine: “to exhort” and “to convince.”

• Exhortation:  This involves encouraging believers in their faith, providing them with 

motivation, guidance, and support based on biblical truths. An elder should inspire others 
toward righteous living through effective communication of God’s Word.

• Convincing:  The term “gainsayers” refers to those who oppose or contradict biblical teachings. 

Elders must be prepared not only to defend their beliefs but also to engage with those who 
challenge them intellectually or spiritually. Convincing involves refuting false teachings with 
clarity and conviction while maintaining respect for those who disagree.

This dual role emphasizes that an effective elder must balance encouragement with correction, 
fostering a healthy environment where truth prevails over error.

Conclusion

Titus 1:9 serves as a critical reminder of the responsibilities placed upon church leaders regarding their 
adherence to Scripture and their role in teaching others. Holding firmly to God’s Word equips them for 
both encouraging believers and addressing opposition effectively.

Verse Commentary on Titus 1:10 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Titus 1:10 states, “For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, specially they of the 
circumcision.” This verse is part of a larger discourse where the Apostle Paul instructs Titus on the 
qualities needed in church leaders and the challenges he will face in Crete. The context reveals that 
Paul is concerned about false teachers who threaten the integrity of the Christian faith.

Analysis of Key Terms

1. “Unruly” : The term “unruly” refers to individuals who are insubordinate or rebellious. In this 

context, it describes those who refuse to submit to authority, particularly God’s ordained 
structure within the church. This insubordination can lead to chaos within congregations, as 
these individuals disrupt order and promote discord.

2. “Vain talkers” : This phrase indicates people who engage in empty or meaningless speech. 

They may be eloquent but lack substance in their teachings. Their discussions often revolve 
around trivial matters rather than edifying truths that build up the faith of believers. Such talk 
can distract from genuine spiritual growth and lead others astray.

3. “Deceivers” : Deceivers are those who intentionally mislead others, often for personal gain or 

out of ignorance. In a religious context, they may distort biblical truths or introduce false 
doctrines that undermine the gospel message. Their actions can have serious consequences for 
individuals and entire communities.



4. “Specially they of the circumcision” : This phrase specifically identifies a group within the 

broader category of deceivers—those from a Jewish background who insisted on adherence to 
certain Jewish laws and customs, including circumcision, as necessary for salvation. These 
individuals were often referred to as “Judaizers,” promoting a blend of Jewish legalism with 
Christian faith, which Paul vehemently opposed.

Contextual Significance

In this passage, Paul emphasizes that these unruly individuals pose a significant threat to the church’s 
health and unity in Crete. He highlights their characteristics—rebellion against authority, engagement 
in frivolous discussions, and deceptive practices—as detrimental not only to individual believers but 
also to the collective body of Christ.

Paul’s admonition serves as both a warning and an encouragement for Titus as he seeks to establish 
sound leadership among the churches in Crete. By identifying these traits in potential leaders or 
teachers, Titus can better discern whom to appoint and whom to confront.

Application for Today

The principles outlined in Titus 1:10 remain relevant for contemporary church leadership and 
community dynamics:

• Discernment is Crucial : Church leaders must exercise discernment when evaluating teachers 

or influencers within their congregations.

• Substance Over Style : Emphasis should be placed on sound doctrine rather than charismatic 

speech; leaders must prioritize teaching that aligns with biblical truth.

• Confronting Falsehoods : Just as Paul instructed Titus, modern church leaders must be 

prepared to confront false teachings and uphold doctrinal purity within their communities.

In conclusion, Titus 1:10 serves as a critical reminder about vigilance against insubordination, empty 
rhetoric, and deception within Christian circles—issues that continue to challenge churches today.

Verse Commentary on Titus 1:11 (KJV)

Introduction to the Context of Titus 1:11

The Epistle to Titus, authored by the Apostle Paul, addresses the challenges faced by the early church 
in Crete. Paul writes to Titus, whom he left in Crete to establish order and appoint elders in various 
cities. In this context, Paul warns against false teachers who threaten the integrity of the faith and the 
well-being of families within the church.

Analysis of Titus 1:11

The verse reads: “Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which 
they ought not, for filthy lucre’s sake.”



1. “Whose mouths must be stopped”

The phrase indicates a necessity for action against those spreading false teachings. The term 
“must be stopped” suggests that these individuals pose a significant threat to sound doctrine 
and community integrity. The Greek word used here is “ἐπιστομίζειν,” which translates to “to 
silence” or “to muzzle.” This does not imply physical violence but rather a need for correction 
through sound doctrine and argumentation.

2. “who subvert whole houses”

This part emphasizes the extent of the damage caused by these false teachers. They do not 
merely mislead individuals; their influence can disrupt entire households or families. The term 
“subvert” implies a complete overturning or corruption of faith and values within these homes. 
This highlights the seriousness of their actions as they lead others away from true teachings.

3. “teaching things which they ought not”

Here, Paul identifies the nature of their teachings as inappropriate or erroneous. The phrase 
indicates that these teachings are not only incorrect but also harmful to spiritual growth and 
understanding. It reflects a broader concern about doctrinal purity and adherence to apostolic 
teaching.

4. “for filthy lucre’s sake”

This concluding clause reveals the motivation behind these false teachers’ actions—greed or 
dishonest gain (“filthy lucre”). It underscores a moral failing where personal profit is 
prioritized over spiritual truth and community welfare. This aligns with Paul’s earlier warnings 
about character flaws disqualifying individuals from leadership roles within the church.

Conclusion on Titus 1:11

In summary, Titus 1:11 serves as a strong admonition against false teachers whose deceptive practices 
threaten both individual believers and families within the church community in Crete. Paul’s directive 
emphasizes that such individuals must be silenced through sound doctrine and correction, highlighting 
both their destructive influence and their selfish motivations.

Verse Commentary on Titus 1:12 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Titus 1:12 states, “One of themselves, even a prophet of their own, said, The Cretians are always liars, 
evil beasts, slow bellies.” This verse is significant as it highlights the character and reputation of the 
Cretans through a quotation from Epimenides, a Cretan poet and philosopher. Paul uses this statement 
to underscore the moral challenges faced by the church in Crete.

Contextual Background

The Apostle Paul wrote this letter to Titus while he was on the island of Crete. The primary purpose of 
this epistle was to instruct Titus on how to organize and lead the churches in Crete. The context reveals 



that there were issues with false teachers and a general moral decline among the people. By quoting 
Epimenides, Paul aims to provide a culturally relevant critique that resonates with both Titus and the 
Cretans.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “One of themselves” : This phrase indicates that Paul is referring to someone who is native to 

Crete. It emphasizes that the observation made about the Cretans comes from within their own 
culture, lending credibility to his argument.

2. “even a prophet of their own” : Here, Paul identifies Epimenides as a prophet recognized by 

the Cretans. The term “prophet” can also refer to poets in ancient Greek culture, suggesting that 
Epimenides was seen as an authoritative voice among them.

3. “The Cretians are always liars” : This statement reflects a well-known stereotype about 

Cretans—that they were habitually dishonest. The use of “always” implies that lying was not 
just an occasional fault but rather a defining characteristic of their nature. In fact, the verb “to 
Cretanize,” meaning “to lie,” became synonymous with deception in ancient Greek literature.

4. “evil beasts” : This phrase paints a picture of ferocity and savagery associated with the Cretan 

people. It suggests that they exhibited brutal behavior akin to wild animals, indicating a lack of 
civility or moral restraint.

5. “slow bellies” : This term refers to gluttony and laziness among the Cretans. It implies 

indulgence in physical appetites leading to idleness and slothfulness—a criticism not only of 
their eating habits but also of their overall lifestyle choices.

Implications for Church Leadership

By citing this verse, Paul underscores the need for strong leadership within the church in Crete. He 
emphasizes that elders must be vigilant against these cultural tendencies—lying, brutality, and laziness
—that could infiltrate church life and hinder spiritual growth. The character traits attributed to the 
Cretans serve as warnings for those who would lead others in faith.

Conclusion

In summary, Titus 1:12 serves as both an indictment of Cretan culture and an admonition for church 
leaders regarding potential pitfalls within their congregations. By referencing Epimenides’ words, Paul 
effectively communicates critical truths about human nature while calling for integrity and diligence 
among church leaders tasked with guiding such communities.

Verse Commentary on Titus 1:13 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse



Titus 1:13 states, “This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the 
faith.” This verse follows Paul’s quotation of Epimenides regarding the character of the Cretans and 
serves as a directive for Titus on how to deal with false teachers within the church. The context is 
crucial as it highlights both the nature of the Cretan people and the seriousness of addressing doctrinal 
errors.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “This witness is true.”

• Paul affirms the statement made by Epimenides about the Cretans, acknowledging its 
accuracy based on his own experiences among them. By using “this witness,” Paul 
emphasizes that he has observed firsthand the behaviors attributed to the Cretans—liars, 
evil beasts, and lazy gluttons. This endorsement serves to validate his authority in 
addressing these issues within the church.

2. “Wherefore rebuke them sharply,”

• The term “rebuke” comes from the Greek word elegcho , which implies a strong 

correction or exposure of wrongdoing. The addition of “sharply” (Greek: apotomōs ) 

indicates that this rebuke should not be gentle or soft; rather, it should be direct and 
cutting, akin to a surgeon’s knife that removes diseased tissue. This sharpness is 
necessary due to the severity of false teachings that could lead believers astray.

3. “that they may be sound in the faith.”

• The purpose of this sharp rebuke is restorative; it aims for those who are misled or 
teaching falsehoods to return to a state of being “sound in the faith.” The word “sound” 

translates from Greek hugiainō , meaning healthy or whole. Paul’s intention is not 

merely punitive but corrective, seeking to bring individuals back into alignment with 
true doctrine and healthy Christian living.

Contextual Considerations

In this passage, Paul addresses Titus as he navigates a challenging environment filled with false 
teachers who promote doctrines contrary to Christian beliefs. The cultural backdrop of Crete—marked 
by dishonesty and moral laxity—necessitates a firm approach from Titus. Paul’s instruction reflects an 
understanding that allowing such behavior unchecked could undermine the integrity of the church 
community.

The call for sharp rebuke also underscores an essential aspect of church leadership: protecting 
congregants from harmful teachings while promoting spiritual health through sound doctrine. This 
aligns with Paul’s broader mission throughout his letters where he emphasizes teaching truth and 
correcting error as vital components of pastoral care.

Conclusion



Titus 1:13 encapsulates Paul’s urgent directive for Titus to confront false teachings decisively while 
maintaining a focus on restoring believers’ faithfulness to sound doctrine. It highlights both 
accountability within church leadership and compassion for those who have strayed into error.

Verse Commentary on Titus 1:14 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse  Titus 1:14 states, “Not giving heed to Jewish fables, and commandments 

of men, that turn from the truth.” This verse is part of a larger discourse in which the Apostle Paul 
instructs Titus on how to deal with false teachers and their teachings within the church on the island of 
Crete. The context reveals Paul’s concern for maintaining sound doctrine and guiding believers away 
from deceptive practices.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Not giving heed”

• The phrase “not giving heed” translates from the Greek word “μὴ προσέχοντες” (me 
prosechontes), which indicates an active decision to avoid or disregard something. This 
suggests that believers are called to be discerning about what they listen to and accept 
as truth. It emphasizes the importance of vigilance in faith, particularly against 
teachings that deviate from core Christian beliefs.

2. “Jewish fables”

• The term “Jewish fables” refers to myths or stories that were prevalent among certain 
Jewish teachers at the time. These could include exaggerated tales or speculative 
interpretations of Scripture that diverged from its intended meaning. Paul’s use of 
“fables” implies that these teachings lack substance and are not grounded in truth, 
serving instead as distractions from genuine faith.

3. “Commandments of men”

• This phrase points to human-made rules or regulations that have no basis in divine 
authority. Paul contrasts these commandments with God’s commands, highlighting a 
critical distinction between divine instruction and human tradition. Such 
commandments often arise from cultural practices or personal preferences rather than 
biblical teaching.

4. “That turn from the truth”

• The concluding clause “that turn from the truth” underscores the consequence of 
adhering to Jewish fables and human commandments. Those who follow such teachings 
are seen as straying away from the foundational truths of Christianity—specifically, 
those truths centered around Jesus Christ and His gospel message. The Greek term for 
“turning away,” “ἀποστρεφομένων,” (apostrephomenon) indicates a deliberate 
departure from established doctrine.



Theological Implications  This verse serves as a warning against allowing external influences—

particularly those rooted in legalism or tradition—to infiltrate Christian teaching and practice. Paul’s 
admonition is relevant not only for Titus’s context but also for contemporary believers who may 
encounter similar challenges today.

• Preservation of Doctrine:  The call to reject Jewish fables and commandments emphasizes the 

necessity for Christians to uphold sound doctrine based on Scripture rather than succumbing to 
popular but erroneous teachings.

• Discernment in Faith:  Believers are encouraged to cultivate discernment, ensuring that their 

beliefs align with biblical truths rather than human traditions that may lead them astray.

• Community Responsibility:  This verse highlights a communal aspect where leaders like Titus 

must actively guide their congregations toward sound teaching while rebuking falsehoods.

Conclusion  In summary, Titus 1:14 encapsulates Paul’s urgent message regarding vigilance against 

false teachings within the church community. By rejecting both Jewish fables and human 
commandments, believers can remain anchored in the truth of God’s Word, fostering a healthy spiritual 
environment conducive to growth in faith.

Verse Commentary on Titus 1:15 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Titus 1:15 states, “Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is 
nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled.” This verse is a part of Paul’s instructions 
to Titus regarding the qualifications for church leaders and the nature of false teachers. It highlights the 
contrast between those who are spiritually pure and those who are not, emphasizing how one’s inner 
state affects their perception of purity.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Unto the pure all things are pure:”

• The term “pure” here refers to individuals whose hearts and minds have been cleansed 
by faith in Jesus Christ. This purity is not merely an external observance of laws or 
rituals but an internal transformation that comes from a genuine relationship with God. 
The phrase suggests that those who are truly pure in heart can see God’s creation 
without being hindered by legalistic restrictions or superstitions.

• This concept aligns with other biblical teachings, such as Romans 14:20, where Paul 
discusses how believers should not let their freedom in Christ be judged by others’ 



standards. The implication is that a believer’s understanding of what is permissible is 
rooted in their relationship with God rather than adherence to man-made rules.

2. “but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure;”

• In contrast, “defiled” refers to those whose hearts have not been cleansed from sin, 
while “unbelieving” indicates a lack of faith in God’s truth. This dual condition leads to 
a worldview where nothing can be considered pure because their understanding is 
clouded by sin and disbelief.

• The phrase underscores the idea that impurity stems from within; it reflects a moral and 
spiritual state rather than merely external actions or behaviors. Those who do not 
believe cannot discern what is truly good or right because their judgment has been 
corrupted.

3. “but even their mind and conscience is defiled.”

• Here, Paul elaborates on the consequences of being defiled and unbelieving. The 
“mind” represents one’s thoughts, reasoning, and understanding, while the “conscience” 
refers to the moral compass that guides decisions based on perceived right and wrong.

• When both the mind and conscience are described as defiled, it indicates a complete 
corruption of moral judgment. Such individuals cannot accurately assess situations or 
make righteous decisions because they lack spiritual clarity.

Theological Implications

This verse carries significant theological weight regarding purity, faith, and moral discernment:

• Purity as an Inner Condition:  True purity comes from faith in Christ rather than adherence to 

external rituals or laws. Believers must cultivate an inner life aligned with God’s holiness.

• The Impact of Unbelief:  Unbelief leads to a pervasive sense of impurity that affects every 

aspect of life—thoughts, actions, relationships—demonstrating how critical faith is for spiritual 
health.

• Moral Responsibility:  Christians are called to maintain purity in thought and action as 

reflections of their relationship with God. This requires vigilance against influences that may 
corrupt one’s understanding.

Conclusion

In summary, Titus 1:15 serves as a profound reminder about the nature of purity from a biblical 
perspective. It emphasizes that true purity arises from faith in Christ which transforms one’s inner self, 
allowing believers to perceive all things through a lens of grace rather than legalism or corruption.

Verse Commentary on Titus 1:16 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse



Titus 1:16 states, “They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, 
and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.” This verse is part of Paul’s letter to Titus, 
where he addresses the issue of false teachers within the church on the island of Crete. The apostle 
Paul emphasizes the contrast between mere profession of faith and genuine practice of that faith.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “They profess that they know God;”

• The term “profess” (Greek: homologousin) indicates a verbal acknowledgment or 
declaration. These individuals openly claim to have knowledge of God, suggesting a 
theoretical understanding or intellectual assent to God’s existence and attributes. 
However, this profession is superficial as it lacks corresponding actions that reflect true 
faith.

2. “but in works they deny him,”

• The phrase “in works they deny him” highlights a critical contradiction. While they 
verbally affirm their relationship with God, their actions contradict this claim. The 
Greek word for “deny” (arneomai) implies a rejection or disowning through behavior. 
This denial is not merely occasional but reflects a consistent lifestyle that opposes 
God’s commands.

3. “being abominable,”

• The term “abominable” (Greek: bdeluktoi) denotes something detestable or loathsome 
in the sight of God. It suggests that their actions are not only sinful but also evoke God’s 
disgust. This strong language underscores the seriousness of their hypocrisy.

4. “and disobedient,”

• “Disobedient” (Greek: apeitheis) refers to those who are unpersuadable or rebellious 
against God’s authority. This term indicates a willful refusal to adhere to God’s 
commands and teachings, further emphasizing their separation from true faith.

5. “and unto every good work reprobate.”

• The phrase “unto every good work reprobate” (Greek: adokimoi) means that these 
individuals are disqualified or rejected when it comes to performing any good deeds. 
Their inability to engage in genuine acts of goodness reflects their spiritual state—unfit 
for service in God’s kingdom due to their unrepentant hearts.

Theological Implications

This verse serves as a stark warning against hypocrisy within the Christian community. It illustrates 
how one can outwardly profess faith while living in direct opposition to God’s will. Paul’s message is 
clear: true knowledge of God must manifest itself through righteous living and obedience to His 
commands.



The implications extend beyond the immediate context; they challenge all believers today to examine 
their lives for consistency between what they profess and how they live. A genuine relationship with 
God should produce fruit—good works—that align with His character and teachings.

Conclusion

In summary, Titus 1:16 encapsulates a profound truth about the nature of faith and practice within 
Christianity. It calls attention to the dangers posed by false teachers who mislead others through empty 
professions devoid of real substance and integrity.

CHAPTER 2:

Verse Commentary on Titus 2:1 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse  Titus 2:1 states, “But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine.” 

This verse serves as a pivotal instruction from the Apostle Paul to Titus, emphasizing the importance 
of teaching sound doctrine within the church community. The context of this verse follows a 
discussion on false teachers and their detrimental impact on the faith of believers.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “But speak thou”

• The phrase “But speak thou” indicates a contrast between Titus and the false teachers 
mentioned in the previous chapter. While others may propagate erroneous teachings, 
Titus is called to be a voice of truth. This directive emphasizes personal responsibility in 
teaching and communicating God’s Word effectively.

2. “the things which become”

• The term “become” suggests that there are certain teachings or behaviors that are 
appropriate or fitting for those who claim to follow Christ. It implies that there is an 
expectation for believers to align their lives with sound doctrine, not merely in belief 
but also in practice.

3. “sound doctrine”

• “Sound doctrine” refers to teachings that are healthy, correct, and aligned with biblical 
truth. The word “sound” (Greek: ὑγιής) conveys notions of health and wholeness, 
indicating that true doctrine leads to spiritual vitality and growth among believers. 
Paul’s emphasis on sound doctrine reflects his concern for the spiritual well-being of the 
church.

Theological Implications  This verse underscores several theological implications:



• Authority of Scripture:  By instructing Titus to teach sound doctrine, Paul affirms the 

authority of Scripture as foundational for Christian living.

• Holistic Faith:  Sound doctrine encompasses both belief and behavior; it is not enough to hold 

correct beliefs without allowing those beliefs to shape one’s actions.

• Community Responsibility:  The instruction highlights the communal aspect of faith where 

leaders like Titus have a responsibility to guide others towards living out their faith 
authentically.

Practical Application  For contemporary readers, Titus 2:1 serves as a reminder of the importance of 

adhering to sound teaching within their own communities. It encourages individuals in leadership roles
—whether pastors, teachers, or mentors—to prioritize biblical truth in their instruction and interactions 
with others.

• Believers should evaluate what they hear against Scripture.
• There is an encouragement for all Christians to engage in discussions about faith that reflect 

sound doctrine.
• This verse calls for accountability within church communities regarding teachings shared 

among members.

Conclusion  In summary, Titus 2:1 encapsulates Paul’s directive for Titus to focus on teaching sound 

doctrine as a means of fostering spiritual health within the church. It sets a standard for both leaders 
and congregants alike regarding how they should approach biblical truths and live them out in daily 
life.

Verse Commentary on Titus 2:2 (KJV)

Text of the Verse:  “That the aged men be sober, grave, temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in 

patience.”

1. Contextual Background:  The Epistle to Titus is a letter written by the Apostle Paul to his 

companion Titus, who was left in Crete to establish order within the church. In this chapter, Paul 
provides specific instructions on how different groups within the church should conduct themselves. 
The focus of Titus 2 is on teaching sound doctrine and promoting godly behavior among various 
demographics within the Christian community.

2. Analysis of Key Terms:

• Aged Men:  This term refers to older men within the church community. Paul emphasizes that 

age brings with it a responsibility to model mature Christian behavior. The expectation is that 
these men will serve as examples for younger generations.



• Sober:  The Greek word used here implies self-control and moderation. It suggests that aged 

men should avoid excesses and maintain a clear mind, which is essential for making wise 
decisions and providing guidance.

• Grave:  This term denotes seriousness and dignity. Aged men are called to exhibit a demeanor 

that reflects their maturity and understanding of life’s weighty matters. Their behavior should 
inspire respect from others.

• Temperate:  This word indicates moderation not only in drinking but also in all aspects of life. 

It calls for balance and restraint, suggesting that aged men should avoid extremes in behavior 
or attitude.

• Sound in Faith:  This phrase emphasizes the importance of being stable and healthy in one’s 

beliefs. Aged men are expected to have a deep understanding of Christian doctrine and remain 
steadfast in their faith amidst challenges.

• In Charity:  Here, “charity” refers to love—specifically agape love, which is selfless and 

unconditional. Aged men are encouraged to demonstrate love towards others as an expression 
of their faith.

• In Patience:  Patience involves endurance under trials and challenges without losing hope or 

becoming bitter. It reflects a mature response to difficulties that may arise in life or ministry.

3. Practical Application:  The instruction given to aged men serves multiple purposes:

• Modeling Behavior:  Older men are seen as role models for younger believers; thus, their 

conduct can significantly influence the spiritual growth of others.

• Community Stability:  By embodying these qualities—sober-mindedness, seriousness, 

moderation, sound faith, love, and patience—aged men contribute to a stable church 
environment where all members can thrive.

• Witnessing Effectively:  Their character can serve as a powerful testimony of Christ’s 

transformative work in their lives, thereby attracting others to the faith.

4. Conclusion:  Titus 2:2 encapsulates essential qualities that older men within the church must strive 

for as they lead by example. These attributes not only reflect personal maturity but also enhance the 
overall health of the church community by fostering an environment rooted in sound doctrine and 
genuine love.

Verse Commentary on Titus 2:3 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse  Titus 2:3 reads: “The aged women likewise, that they be in behaviour as 

becometh holiness, not false accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things.” This verse is 
part of a larger passage where the Apostle Paul instructs Titus on how to teach various groups within 



the church. Here, he specifically addresses the conduct expected of older women in the Christian 
community.

Contextual Background  In this epistle, Paul emphasizes sound doctrine and proper behavior among 

different demographics within the church. The Cretan society had its own cultural norms and 
challenges, which necessitated clear guidelines for Christian living. Older women are highlighted here 
as key figures who can influence younger generations through their example and teaching.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “The aged women likewise”

• The term “aged women” refers to mature women in the faith, likely those who have 
experienced life and possess wisdom. The use of “likewise” indicates that just as older 
men are instructed to behave in a certain way (as seen in verse 2), so too must older 
women adhere to similar standards of conduct.

2. “that they be in behaviour as becometh holiness”

• The phrase “in behaviour as becometh holiness” suggests that their demeanor should 
reflect their status as followers of Christ. The word “behaviour” encompasses more than 
mere actions; it includes attitudes, speech, and overall presentation. Holiness implies a 
separation from worldly values and an adherence to godly principles. This reflects the 
expectation that Christians live lives that honor God.

3. “not false accusers”

• This phrase warns against slanderous behavior. The term used here can also mean 
“slanderers,” indicating that older women should avoid gossiping or speaking ill of 
others. Such behavior is contrary to the character expected of someone who professes 
faith in Christ and can lead to division within the church community.

4. “not given to much wine”

• This admonition addresses a common issue in both ancient and modern societies 
regarding alcohol consumption. Being “given to much wine,” or enslaved by it, 
suggests a lack of self-control which can impair judgment and lead to sinful behaviors. 
Paul emphasizes moderation and self-discipline as essential qualities for these women.

5. “teachers of good things”

• Finally, older women are called to be “teachers of good things.” This highlights their 
role as mentors within the church community, particularly towards younger women (as 
elaborated in verses 4-5). Their teaching is not merely academic but practical—rooted 
in lived experience and moral integrity.

Conclusion  Titus 2:3 serves as a vital instruction for older women within the church context, 

emphasizing their responsibility to model godly behavior while avoiding negative traits such as slander 



and drunkenness. By embodying these qualities, they fulfill their role as educators for younger 
generations, thereby strengthening the fabric of Christian community life.

Verse Commentary on Titus 2:4 (KJV)

Text of the Verse:  “That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love 

their children.”

Contextual Background:  The Epistle to Titus is a letter written by the Apostle Paul to Titus, a young 

pastor in Crete. In this chapter, Paul provides instructions on how different groups within the church 
should conduct themselves. Specifically, he emphasizes the importance of older women teaching 
younger women about their roles and responsibilities in family life.

Analysis of Key Phrases:

1. “That they may teach the young women”:

• The phrase indicates a purpose or goal for older women within the church community. 
The verb “teach” (Greek: σωφρονίζω) implies not just instruction but also training and 
mentoring. This reflects an understanding that older women have valuable life 
experiences and wisdom that can guide younger women in their roles as wives and 
mothers.

2. “to be sober”:

• The term “sober” here refers to being self-controlled and moderate in behavior. It 
encompasses more than just abstaining from alcohol; it suggests a broader sense of 
temperance and sound judgment. In the context of Cretan society, where excesses were 
common, this instruction serves as a reminder for young women to maintain dignity and 
composure.

3. “to love their husbands”:

• This phrase emphasizes the necessity for wives to cultivate affection for their husbands. 
The Greek term used here (φιλάνδρους) literally translates to “husband-lovers.” It 
highlights that love is an active choice and commitment rather than merely an emotional 
response. This directive underscores the foundational role that mutual love plays in a 
healthy marriage.

4. “to love their children”:

• Similar to loving their husbands, this instruction calls for young mothers to actively 
demonstrate affection towards their children (φιλοτέκνους). It reinforces the idea that 
nurturing relationships within the family are essential for creating a stable home 
environment. Love for children is portrayed as both instinctive and cultivated through 
intentional actions.



Theological Implications:  This verse encapsulates key aspects of Christian family life as taught by 

Paul. It reflects God’s design for relationships within the household—where older generations mentor 
younger ones—and emphasizes virtues such as sobriety, love, and nurturing care. These qualities are 
vital not only for personal fulfillment but also for maintaining a witness to non-believers regarding 
Christian values.

Practical Applications:

• Older women should take an active role in mentoring younger women, sharing wisdom gained 
through experience.

• Young women are encouraged to embrace their roles with dignity, focusing on building loving 
relationships with their spouses and children.

• The church community should foster environments where such mentorship can occur naturally, 
promoting spiritual growth across generations.

In conclusion, Titus 2:4 serves as a powerful reminder of the interconnectedness of teaching, learning, 
and living out Christian principles within familial structures.

Verse Commentary on Titus 2:5 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Titus 2:5 in the King James Version (KJV) reads: “To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, 
obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed.” This verse is part of a larger 
passage where the Apostle Paul instructs Titus on how to guide different groups within the church in 
Crete. Specifically, this verse addresses young women and outlines key characteristics that should 
define their conduct as followers of Christ.

Analysis of Key Terms

1. Discreet : The term “discreet” translates from the Greek word “sophron,” which conveys a 

sense of self-control and sound judgment. It implies that young women should exercise wisdom 
in their actions and decisions, avoiding extremes and maintaining balance in their lives. This 
quality is essential for living a life that reflects Christian values amidst societal pressures.

2. Chaste : The word “chaste” comes from the Greek “hagnos,” which refers to moral purity, 

particularly sexual purity. In a culture where immorality was rampant, Paul emphasizes the 
importance of maintaining chastity as a reflection of one’s commitment to God and His 
standards.

3. Keepers at Home : The phrase “keepers at home” translates from “oikourgous,” indicating that 

women are to be devoted to their domestic responsibilities. This does not imply that women 
cannot work outside the home; rather, it highlights the significance of managing household 



affairs effectively. In doing so, they create an environment conducive to nurturing family 
relationships and spiritual growth.

4. Good : The term “good” here refers to being virtuous and beneficial in character. It 

encompasses kindness and generosity towards others, reflecting the nature of Christ in daily 
interactions with family members and others within the community.

5. Obedient to Their Own Husbands : The phrase “obedient to their own husbands” derives 

from “hupotassomenas,” which means placing oneself under another’s authority willingly. This 
submission is not about inferiority but rather about fulfilling God’s design for order within the 
family structure. It emphasizes mutual respect and love between husband and wife while 
acknowledging the husband’s role as head of the household.

6. Purpose Clause - That the Word of God Be Not Blasphemed : The concluding phrase serves 

as a purpose clause indicating why these qualities are important—so that God’s Word may not 
be slandered or brought into disrepute due to inconsistent behavior among believers. Paul 
stresses that how Christians live has implications for how non-believers perceive God’s 
message.

Theological Implications

This verse encapsulates several theological principles relevant for Christian living:

• Holiness : Young women are called to embody holiness through self-control and purity.

• Family Dynamics : Emphasizing domestic roles does not diminish women’s value but 

highlights their critical influence within families.

• Witnessing Through Conduct : The behavior of believers serves as a testimony to non-

believers regarding God’s character and truth.

In essence, Titus 2:5 provides a framework for understanding how young women can live out their 
faith practically while contributing positively to their families and communities.

Verse Commentary on Titus 2:6 (KJV)

Introduction to the Context of Titus 2:6

The Epistle to Titus, authored by the Apostle Paul, is a pastoral letter that provides guidance on church 
organization and Christian living. In Chapter 2, Paul addresses various groups within the church, 
emphasizing the importance of sound doctrine and practical Christian behavior. The verse in question, 
Titus 2:6, specifically focuses on younger men and their conduct.



Text of Titus 2:6 (KJV)

“Young men likewise exhort to be sober minded.”

Detailed Analysis of Key Terms

1. “Young men” : The term “young men” refers to males who are in the stage of life characterized 

by youthfulness and vigor. This demographic is often seen as being prone to impulsiveness and 
emotional decision-making due to their developmental stage. In the context of early Christian 
communities, young men were crucial for leadership roles and carrying forward the mission of 
the church.

2. “Likewise” : This word serves as a connective term that indicates continuity with previous 

instructions given to other groups within the church—older men, older women, and younger 
women. It suggests that while specific behaviors may differ according to age and gender, there 
is a common thread in the call for godly living across all demographics.

3. “Exhort” : The Greek word translated as “exhort” (παρακαλέω - parakaleo) means to urge or 

encourage someone strongly. It carries connotations of calling someone alongside for support 
or instruction. In this context, it emphasizes that Titus should actively encourage young men 
toward a particular way of living.

4. “To be sober minded” : The phrase “sober minded” translates from the Greek word 

(σωφρονέω - sophroneo), which implies self-control, sound judgment, and moderation in 
behavior. It denotes an attitude of seriousness and responsibility that counters youthful 
recklessness. This quality is essential for young men who are navigating both personal 
challenges and communal responsibilities within the church.

Theological Implications

The command for young men to be sober-minded reflects broader biblical themes regarding self-
control and maturity in faith. Self-control is highlighted throughout Scripture as a fruit of the Spirit 
(Galatians 5:22-23) and is vital for living out one’s faith authentically.

In addition, this exhortation aligns with Paul’s teachings elsewhere in his letters where he encourages 
believers to live lives worthy of their calling (Ephesians 4:1). For young men specifically, developing 
sober-mindedness can lead not only to personal growth but also positively influence those around them
—setting an example for peers and younger generations.

Practical Applications

1. Mentorship : Older members of the church community should take an active role in mentoring 

younger men, providing guidance on how to cultivate sober-mindedness through shared 
experiences.



2. Community Accountability : Young men should seek accountability partners within their peer 

group who can help them remain focused on spiritual growth and responsible living.

3. Engagement with Scripture : Regular engagement with Scripture can foster a deeper 

understanding of what it means to live soberly in today’s world—equipping young men with 
wisdom needed for decision-making.

4. Service Opportunities : Encouraging young men to participate in service projects can help 

them practice self-control while contributing positively to their community.

Conclusion

Titus 2:6 serves as a vital reminder for young men within the Christian community about the 
importance of self-control and serious conduct as they navigate their formative years in faith. By 
adhering to this exhortation from Paul, they can grow into mature leaders who reflect Christ’s 
character both inside and outside the church.

Verse Commentary on Titus 2:7 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse  Titus 2:7 states, “In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in 

doctrine shewing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity.” This verse is part of Paul’s instructions to Titus 
regarding his role as a leader in the church and how he should conduct himself in teaching and 
example-setting.

“In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works:”  The phrase “in all things” emphasizes the 

comprehensive nature of Titus’s example. It indicates that his behavior should reflect Christian values 
in every aspect of life, not just in isolated instances. The term “shewing” suggests an active 
demonstration rather than mere verbal instruction. Titus is called to be a “pattern,” which implies that 
he should serve as a model for others to follow. The concept of being a “pattern of good works” 
underscores the importance of practical Christianity—living out one’s faith through actions that align 
with the teachings of Christ.

“in doctrine shewing uncorruptness,”  Here, Paul shifts focus from behavior to doctrine. The word 

“doctrine” refers to the teachings and principles that Titus is responsible for conveying. The term 
“uncorruptness” (from the Greek word ‘aphthorian’) signifies purity and integrity in teaching. It 
suggests that Titus must present sound doctrine free from any form of corruption or distortion. This 
integrity is crucial because it ensures that the message remains true to its original intent and does not 
lead others astray.

“gravity,”  The inclusion of “gravity” denotes seriousness and dignity in both demeanor and teaching 

style. It reflects the weightiness with which Titus should approach his responsibilities as a teacher and 
leader within the church. Gravity implies that his teachings are not merely casual or flippant but are 
treated with respect due to their significance for spiritual growth and community health.



“sincerity.”  Finally, “sincerity” refers to authenticity and genuineness in both character and 

communication. It indicates that Titus’s motives should be pure, without pretense or deceit. Sincerity is 
essential for building trust among those he teaches; if people perceive him as genuine, they are more 
likely to accept his guidance and instruction.

Conclusion  In summary, Titus 2:7 encapsulates Paul’s directive for Titus to embody an exemplary 

Christian life characterized by good works, sound doctrine devoid of corruption, gravity in 
presentation, and sincerity in character. These qualities are vital for effective leadership within the 
church context, ensuring that both words and actions align with the teachings of Jesus Christ.

Verse Commentary on Titus 2:8 (KJV)

Contextual Overview

The Epistle to Titus, written by the Apostle Paul, addresses the need for sound doctrine and practical 
Christian living within the church. In Chapter 2, Paul provides specific instructions for various groups 
within the church, emphasizing the importance of behavior that reflects Christian values. Verse 8 
continues this theme by focusing on the speech and conduct of believers, particularly young men.

Text of Titus 2:8 (KJV)

“Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, having 
no evil thing to say of you.”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Sound speech”

• The term “sound” in this context refers to healthy or wholesome communication. It 
implies that the speech should be free from error and corruption, aligning with the 
teachings of Scripture. This concept is echoed in other Pauline letters, such as 1 
Timothy 4:12, where Paul encourages Timothy to set an example in speech.

• The emphasis on “speech” indicates that what one says is crucial in representing one’s 
faith. It suggests a call for clarity and truthfulness in communication.

2. “that cannot be condemned;”

• This phrase underscores the idea that a believer’s speech should be above reproach. The 
use of “cannot be condemned” implies a standard of integrity where accusations against 
one’s character or words would lack merit.

• The expectation here is not merely about avoiding false accusations but also about 
living in such a way that even legitimate criticisms do not hold water.

3. “that he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed,”



• The “contrary part” refers to those who oppose or challenge Christian beliefs—be they 
non-believers or false teachers within the church.

• The purpose behind maintaining sound speech is evangelistic; it aims to disarm critics 
by demonstrating integrity and truthfulness. When opponents see a life lived 
consistently with sound doctrine, they are left without valid grounds for criticism.

4. “having no evil thing to say of you.”

• This concluding phrase reinforces the previous points by illustrating the desired 
outcome: opponents should find nothing negative to accuse believers of when they 
observe their lives and conduct.

• It highlights a broader principle found throughout Scripture regarding living a life that 
reflects Christ—a life so compellingly good that it silences detractors.

Theological Implications

The verse encapsulates key theological principles regarding Christian witness:

• Integrity in Communication:  Believers are called to communicate truthfully and effectively 

as representatives of Christ.

• Witness Through Conduct:  The manner in which Christians speak and live serves as a 

testimony to their faith.

• Response to Opposition:  A well-lived life can lead adversaries to reconsider their positions or 

even feel shame for their opposition when faced with undeniable goodness.

Practical Applications

1. Self-Examination:  Individuals should regularly assess their own speech patterns and ensure 

they align with biblical standards.

2. Preparation for Defense:  Christians are encouraged to prepare themselves intellectually and 

spiritually so they can respond respectfully and effectively when questioned about their faith 
(as seen in 1 Peter 3:15).

3. Community Influence:  Sound speech contributes positively not only to personal witness but 

also enhances communal reputation among believers.

In summary, Titus 2:8 serves as an exhortation for Christians—particularly young men—to embody 
sound doctrine through their words and actions so convincingly that even those who oppose them have 
no basis for accusation.

Verse Commentary on Titus 2:9 (KJV)

Introduction to the Context of Titus 2:9

The Epistle to Titus, authored by the Apostle Paul, is a pastoral letter that addresses various aspects of 
church leadership and Christian conduct. In chapter 2, Paul provides specific instructions for different 



groups within the church, including older men, older women, younger women, younger men, and 
bondservants (slaves). The context of this verse is crucial as it reflects the societal norms of the time 
when slavery was a prevalent institution in the Roman Empire.

Analysis of the Text

The King James Version (KJV) translates Titus 2:9 as follows:

“Exhort servants to be obedient unto their own masters, and to please them well in all things; not 

answering again;”

1. “Exhort servants”

The term “exhort” (Greek: παρακαλέω - parakaleō) indicates a strong encouragement or urging. 
Paul instructs Titus to encourage bondservants to fulfill their roles with diligence and respect. 
The word “servants” refers specifically to those who were in servitude, highlighting their 
subordinate status within society.

2. “to be obedient unto their own masters”

The phrase “to be obedient” (Greek: ὑποτάσσεσθαι - hypotassesthai) emphasizes submission 
and compliance. This obedience is directed towards “their own masters,” indicating that each 
servant should respect and follow the directives of their specific master rather than rebelling 
against authority. This instruction underscores the importance of order and respect within social 
hierarchies.

3. “and to please them well in all things;”

The directive “to please them well in all things” suggests that bondservants should strive for 
excellence in their service. The Greek term for “well-pleasing” (εὐάρεστον - euareston) implies 
doing so in a manner that is satisfactory and commendable. This reflects an attitude of 
diligence and commitment to fulfilling one’s responsibilities effectively.

4. “not answering again;”

The phrase “not answering again” (Greek: μὴ ἀντιλέγοντας - mē antilegontas) indicates that 
bondservants should refrain from arguing or contradicting their masters. This command 
highlights the expectation for servants to maintain a respectful demeanor even when faced with 
disagreements or challenges. It calls for an attitude of humility and submission rather than one 
of defiance or insubordination.

Theological Implications

Titus 2:9 serves as a reminder of how Christian principles can transform relationships within societal 
structures such as slavery. While Paul does not advocate for the abolition of slavery directly, he 
redefines the nature of these relationships by emphasizing mutual respect and integrity among 
believers—both slaves and masters are equal before God (Galatians 3:28).



This verse also illustrates how Christians are called to live out their faith practically in every aspect of 
life, including work relationships. By adhering to these principles, bondservants can reflect Christ’s 
character through their actions, thereby adorning the doctrine they profess.

Conclusion

In summary, Titus 2:9 provides essential guidance on how bondservants should conduct themselves 
towards their masters—through obedience, diligence in pleasing them, and maintaining a respectful 
attitude without argumentation. These instructions not only apply to historical contexts but also offer 
timeless principles relevant for modern-day employer-employee relationships.

Verse Commentary on Titus 2:10 (KJV)

Text of the Verse  The King James Version (KJV) of Titus 2:10 reads: “Not purloining, but shewing 

all good fidelity; that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.”

Contextual Background  The Epistle to Titus is a letter written by the Apostle Paul to his companion 

Titus, who was tasked with overseeing the churches on the island of Crete. In this chapter, Paul 
provides instructions for various groups within the church, including older men, older women, younger 
women, younger men, and bondservants. The verse in question specifically addresses bondservants (or 
slaves), emphasizing their conduct and behavior as representatives of Christian faith.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Not purloining”

• The term “purloining” refers to stealing or taking something that does not belong to 
oneself. In this context, it highlights a common temptation among bondservants who 
might have access to their master’s property. Paul instructs them not to engage in any 
form of theft or dishonesty. This reflects a broader ethical principle that applies not only 
to bondservants but also to all Christians: integrity in one’s dealings.

2. “but shewing all good fidelity”

• The phrase “shewing all good fidelity” emphasizes the importance of being trustworthy 
and reliable. Fidelity here means faithfulness or loyalty. Bondservants are called to 
demonstrate their commitment through diligent work and honest behavior. This is 
significant because it contrasts with the stereotype that servants were often 
untrustworthy or lazy. By exhibiting good fidelity, they reflect positively on their 
character and on Christianity itself.

3. “that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things”

• The purpose behind these instructions is articulated in this final clause: the goal is for 
bondservants’ behavior to “adorn” or beautify the doctrine of God our Saviour. The 
word “adorn” suggests enhancing or making something more attractive. Here, it implies 



that by living out their faith through good works and integrity, bondservants can make 
the teachings of Christianity more appealing to others.

• The phrase “doctrine of God our Saviour” indicates that Paul sees God as both Creator 
and Redeemer, emphasizing His role in salvation history. This unity between belief and 
practice is crucial; how one lives can either enhance or detract from the message of 
Christ.

Theological Implications  This verse underscores several important theological themes:

• Christian Ethics:  It illustrates how Christian ethics should permeate every aspect of life, 

including work relationships.

• Witnessing Through Conduct:  It emphasizes that personal conduct serves as a witness to 

others about the truth and beauty of God’s teachings.

• Unity in Christ:  By addressing both bondservants and free individuals within the same 

community underlines Paul’s teaching on equality before God regardless of social status.

Practical Applications  For contemporary readers, Titus 2:10 serves as a reminder that:

• Integrity is essential in all areas of life—whether at work or home.
• Our actions can significantly impact how others perceive our faith.
• Every believer has a role in reflecting God’s character through their daily conduct.

In conclusion, Titus 2:10 encapsulates a powerful message about living out one’s faith authentically 
and responsibly while serving others.

Verse Commentary on Titus 2:11 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse  Titus 2:11 states, “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath 

appeared to all men.” This verse serves as a pivotal statement in Paul’s letter to Titus, emphasizing the 
universal nature of God’s grace and its role in salvation. It transitions from practical exhortations 
regarding Christian living to a theological foundation rooted in grace.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “For the grace of God”

• The term “grace” (Greek: χάρις, charis) refers to God’s unmerited favor towards 
humanity. It is not merely an abstract concept but a dynamic force that actively works in 
the lives of believers. This phrase establishes that what follows is grounded in God’s 
gracious action rather than human effort or merit.

2. “that bringeth salvation”

• The phrase “that bringeth salvation” indicates that grace has a specific purpose: it brings 
salvation. Salvation here encompasses deliverance from sin, reconciliation with God, 



and the promise of eternal life. The use of “bringeth” suggests an active role; grace does 
not merely offer salvation but actively conveys it to those who receive it.

3. “hath appeared”

• The verb “hath appeared” (Greek: ἐπεφάνη, epiphane) signifies a manifestation or 
revelation. This points to a historical event—the coming of Jesus Christ—wherein 
God’s grace was made visible and accessible to humanity. It underscores the idea that 
grace is not hidden or distant but has been revealed through Christ’s incarnation.

4. “to all men”

• The phrase “to all men” emphasizes the inclusivity of this grace and salvation. It 
signifies that God’s offer of salvation is extended universally, transcending ethnic, 
social, and gender barriers. While not all will accept this gift, the availability of grace is 
meant for everyone without exception.

Theological Implications  This verse encapsulates key theological themes:

• Universal Grace:  Paul asserts that God’s grace is available to all people, which aligns with his 

broader mission to reach both Jews and Gentiles.

• Salvation through Grace:  The verse reinforces the doctrine that salvation is by grace alone—a 

central tenet of Pauline theology.

• Christocentric Focus:  By linking grace directly with Christ’s appearance, Paul highlights 

Jesus as the embodiment of divine favor and the means through which salvation is realized.

Practical Application  Understanding Titus 2:11 encourages believers to recognize their dependence 

on God’s grace for salvation and daily living. It calls for humility in acknowledging that one’s standing 
before God is based solely on His unmerited favor rather than personal achievements or righteousness.

Conclusion  In summary, Titus 2:11 serves as a profound reminder of the nature and scope of God’s 

grace as it relates to salvation. It invites believers into a deeper appreciation for what Christ has 
accomplished and challenges them to live out their faith in light of this transformative truth.

Verse Commentary on Titus 2:12 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Titus 2:12 states, “Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world.” This verse is a part of a larger passage where the Apostle 
Paul discusses the transformative power of God’s grace. It emphasizes the moral and ethical 
responsibilities of believers as they navigate their lives in a world filled with temptations and 
distractions.



“Teaching us that”

The phrase “Teaching us that” indicates an ongoing process of instruction provided by God’s grace. 
The Greek word used here is “paideuousa,” which conveys the idea of discipline or training. This 
suggests that grace is not merely a passive gift but actively instructs believers on how to live in 
accordance with God’s will. It implies a relationship between God and believers where grace serves as 
both teacher and guide.

“denying ungodliness and worldly lusts”

The next part of the verse instructs believers to deny “ungodliness” and “worldly lusts.” The term 
“ungodliness” refers to behaviors or attitudes that are contrary to God’s nature and character. It 
encompasses all forms of impiety or irreverence towards God. In contrast, “worldly lusts” pertains to 
desires that are focused on earthly pleasures and materialism, which can lead individuals away from 
spiritual pursuits.

To deny these aspects means to actively reject them; it involves a conscious decision to turn away from 
sinful behaviors and desires. This denial is not simply about abstaining from certain actions but also 
about cultivating an inner disposition that prioritizes holiness over worldly temptations.

“we should live soberly, righteously, and godly”

The verse continues with the positive exhortation for believers to live “soberly, righteously, and 
godly.” Each of these terms carries significant meaning:

• Soberly:  This term implies self-control and moderation. Living soberly means exercising 

restraint over one’s passions and desires. It encourages believers to approach life with wisdom 
and discernment rather than indulgence or recklessness.

• Righteously:  To live righteously involves fulfilling one’s duties towards others with fairness 

and justice. It reflects an ethical standard that aligns with God’s commandments concerning 
interpersonal relationships.

• Godly:  Living godly signifies a life devoted to God characterized by piety and reverence. It 

encompasses worshipful living that acknowledges God’s sovereignty in every aspect of life.

Together, these three qualities represent a holistic approach to Christian living—one that balances self-
control (sober), ethical behavior (righteous), and devotion (godly).

“in this present world”

Finally, the phrase “in this present world” serves as a reminder of the context in which believers are 
called to live out these principles. The current age is marked by challenges such as temptation, 
sinfulness, and moral decay. Paul emphasizes that despite these external pressures, Christians are 
expected to embody these virtues consistently.



This statement also highlights the transient nature of this world compared to the eternal hope 
Christians have in Christ’s return. Believers are encouraged not only to resist worldly influences but 
also to look forward with hope toward their ultimate redemption.

Conclusion

In summary, Titus 2:12 encapsulates essential teachings regarding Christian conduct rooted in grace. It 
calls for active denial of ungodliness while promoting a lifestyle characterized by sobriety, 
righteousness, and godliness amid worldly challenges. This verse serves as both an encouragement for 
personal holiness and a reminder of the transformative power of God’s grace at work within believers.

Verse Commentary on Titus 2:13 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Titus 2:13 states, “Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ.” This verse encapsulates a significant aspect of Christian eschatology—the 
anticipation of Christ’s return. It emphasizes both the nature of this hope and the identity of the one 
who is to appear.

“Looking for that blessed hope”

The phrase “looking for” indicates an active expectation. The Greek term used here suggests a sense of 
eagerness and anticipation. Believers are not passively waiting; they are actively engaged in looking 
forward to something significant. The “blessed hope” refers to the ultimate fulfillment of God’s 
promises, particularly concerning salvation and eternal life. This hope is described as “blessed,” which 
implies it brings happiness, joy, and divine favor. It is a hope that transcends earthly troubles and 
points towards a future filled with glory.

“and the glorious appearing”

The term “glorious appearing” translates from the Greek word “epiphaneia,” which means 
manifestation or appearance. This phrase signifies a visible event where Christ will reveal His glory. 
The use of “glorious” underscores the majesty and splendor associated with this event. It contrasts 
sharply with Christ’s first coming, which was marked by humility and suffering. In this context, 
believers are reminded that while they live in a world filled with trials, there is a future moment when 
Christ will be revealed in all His divine glory.

“of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ”

This part of the verse identifies Jesus Christ as both “the great God” and “our Saviour.” The inclusion 
of both titles emphasizes His dual nature—divine and redemptive. The phrase suggests that Jesus is not 
merely a messenger or servant but is indeed God Himself, affirming His divinity. This assertion aligns 
with other New Testament teachings that recognize Jesus as fully God and fully man (John 1:14; 
Colossians 2:9).



The conjunction “and” connects these two titles closely, indicating that both aspects are integral to 
understanding who Jesus is—He is our Savior because He embodies the greatness of God’s character.

Conclusion

In summary, Titus 2:13 serves as an exhortation for believers to maintain their focus on the return of 
Christ—a return characterized by glory and majesty. This verse encourages Christians to live in light 
of this hopeful expectation while recognizing the divine nature of their Savior.

Verse Commentary on Titus 2:14 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse  Titus 2:14 states, “Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from 

all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” This verse encapsulates 
key theological themes central to Christian doctrine, including the sacrificial nature of Christ’s death, 
the concept of redemption, purification for service, and the call to good works.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Who gave himself for us”

• This phrase emphasizes the self-sacrificial love of Jesus Christ. The term “gave 
himself” indicates a voluntary act where Jesus willingly offered His life as a sacrifice. 
This is consistent with other scriptural references such as John 10:11, where Jesus refers 
to Himself as the Good Shepherd who lays down His life for the sheep. The use of “for 
us” signifies that this act was done on behalf of humanity—indicating substitutionary 
atonement.

2. “that he might redeem us from all iniquity”

• The word “redeem” comes from the Greek word “lutroo,” which means to liberate or 
set free. In biblical terms, it often refers to deliverance from sin and its consequences. 
Here, Paul highlights that Christ’s purpose in giving Himself was to rescue believers 
from “all iniquity,” which encompasses all forms of sin and lawlessness. This aligns 
with Romans 6:18, where believers are described as being set free from sin and 
becoming servants of righteousness.

3. “and purify unto himself a peculiar people”

• The phrase “purify unto himself” indicates that through His sacrifice, Christ not only 
redeems but also cleanses believers from their sins. The term “peculiar people,” derived 
from the Greek word “periousios,” suggests a special possession or treasure belonging 
to God. This reflects Old Testament themes found in Exodus 19:5 and Deuteronomy 
14:2, where Israel is described as God’s treasured possession among all nations. It 
underscores the idea that believers are called to be distinct and set apart for God’s 
purposes.

4. “zealous of good works”



• The final part of this verse calls believers to be “zealous of good works.” The term 
“zealous” implies an enthusiastic commitment or fervor towards doing good deeds. This 
connects back to Ephesians 2:10, which states that we are created in Christ Jesus for 
good works that God prepared beforehand for us to walk in them. Thus, this verse 
reinforces that genuine faith results in action—believers are expected not only to 
receive grace but also to reflect it through their actions.

Theological Implications  Titus 2:14 serves as a powerful reminder of the transformative power of 

Christ’s sacrifice. It outlines a clear progression:

• Redemption:  Believers are freed from sin.

• Purification:  They are cleansed for God’s service.

• Zeal for Good Works:  Their lives should reflect their new identity through active engagement 

in good deeds.

This verse encapsulates core tenets of Christian faith—salvation by grace through faith leading to a life 
characterized by holiness and service.

Conclusion  In summary, Titus 2:14 presents profound truths about Christ’s redemptive work and its 

implications for believers’ lives. It emphasizes both what Christ has accomplished on our behalf and 
what is expected from us as His followers—a life marked by purity and zeal for good works.

Verse Commentary on Titus 2:15 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Titus 2:15 states, “These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise 
thee.” This verse serves as a concluding directive for Titus, emphasizing his role as a leader in the 
church of Crete. It encapsulates the responsibilities that Paul has outlined throughout the chapter 
regarding sound doctrine and proper conduct among various groups within the church.

“These things speak”

The phrase “These things speak” refers to the teachings that Paul has instructed Titus to communicate. 
It encompasses all the previous instructions given in Titus 2 regarding how different demographics 
within the church—older men, older women, younger women, younger men, and bondservants—
should behave. The emphasis here is on clear communication of these teachings; they are not merely 
suggestions but essential truths that must be conveyed to ensure proper Christian living.

“and exhort”

To “exhort” means to encourage or urge others towards specific actions or behaviors. In this context, it 
implies that Titus is not only to teach but also to motivate his audience positively. Exhortation involves 
instilling hope and urging believers to adhere to the principles of sound doctrine and godly living. This 
aligns with Paul’s earlier instructions about encouraging good works among believers.



“and rebuke with all authority”

The term “rebuke” indicates a corrective action aimed at addressing false teachings or sinful behaviors 
within the church community. Paul instructs Titus to do this “with all authority,” signifying that he 
should act decisively and confidently as one who has been appointed by God for this task. The 
authority mentioned here is derived from his apostolic commission and reflects the seriousness of 
maintaining doctrinal purity and moral integrity within the church.

“Let no man despise thee”

This phrase serves as both an encouragement and a warning for Titus. Paul acknowledges that despite 
his authority, there may be individuals who could look down upon him due to his youth or perceived 
inexperience. Therefore, he urges Titus not to allow anyone’s contempt or disdain for him to hinder his 
ministry. Instead, he should conduct himself in such a way—through integrity in teaching and living—
that commands respect from others.

Conclusion

In summary, Titus 2:15 encapsulates Paul’s charge to Titus regarding his responsibilities as a leader in 
Crete. He is called to communicate essential truths clearly (“speak”), encourage adherence to those 
truths (“exhort”), correct errors firmly (“rebuke”), and maintain an authoritative presence without 
being disheartened by potential disrespect from others (“Let no man despise thee”). This verse 
highlights the balance between encouragement and correction necessary for effective leadership within 
the Christian community.

CHAPTER 3:

Verse Commentary on Titus 3:1 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse  Titus 3:1 states, “Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and 

powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to every good work.” This verse is part of Paul’s instructions 
to Titus regarding the conduct expected of Christians living in a society that may not share their 
values. The context of this instruction is particularly relevant given the cultural backdrop of Crete, 
where immorality and insubordination were prevalent.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Put them in mind”

• The phrase “put them in mind” indicates an ongoing responsibility for Titus as a leader 
within the church. The Greek word used here suggests a continual reminder rather than 
a one-time instruction. This implies that the teachings are essential and must be 
reinforced regularly among the believers.



2. “to be subject to principalities and powers”

• The term “principalities and powers” refers to governing authorities or rulers. In the 
context of Roman rule during Paul’s time, this would include both local leaders and the 
overarching authority of Rome itself. Paul emphasizes submission here as a 
fundamental aspect of Christian conduct, aligning with other New Testament teachings 
(e.g., Romans 13:1-7). Submission does not imply blind obedience but rather a 
respectful acknowledgment of authority structures established by God.

3. “to obey magistrates”

• Following the call for submission, Paul specifies that Christians should “obey 
magistrates.” Magistrates are officials who have authority over legal matters and 
governance. This reinforces the idea that Christians are expected to comply with lawful 
orders unless such orders contradict God’s commands (Acts 5:29). Obedience is seen as 
part of living out one’s faith in a practical manner.

4. “to be ready to every good work”

• The final command in this verse encourages believers to be prepared for “every good 
work.” This phrase highlights an active engagement in doing good deeds within society. 
It reflects an understanding that faith should manifest itself through actions that benefit 
others and glorify God (Ephesians 2:10). Being ready implies an attitude of willingness 
and proactivity in serving others.

Theological Implications  This verse encapsulates several theological principles:

• Authority:  It acknowledges God’s sovereignty over all earthly authorities, suggesting that 

submission is part of honoring God’s design for order.

• Christian Witness:  By encouraging obedience and readiness for good works, Paul underscores 

how Christians can positively influence their communities.

• Moral Responsibility:  The call for good works aligns with the broader Christian ethic that 

emphasizes love, service, and moral integrity as reflections of one’s faith.

Conclusion  In summary, Titus 3:1 serves as a crucial reminder for believers about their 

responsibilities toward civil authorities while also emphasizing their active role in promoting goodness 
within society. It calls for a balance between respect for authority and commitment to righteousness, 
which remains relevant for Christians today.

Verse Commentary on Titus 3:2 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse  Titus 3:2 states, “To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, 

shewing all meekness unto all men.” This verse is part of Paul’s instructions to Titus regarding the 
conduct expected of believers in Crete. The apostle emphasizes the importance of maintaining a 



Christ-like demeanor in interactions with others, particularly in a society that may not share these 
values.

“To speak evil of no man”  The phrase “to speak evil of no man” translates from the Greek term 

“blasphemeo,” which means to slander or defame. In this context, Paul instructs believers not to 
engage in malicious speech against anyone. This directive highlights the need for Christians to uphold 
integrity and respect in their conversations. Slander is condemned throughout Scripture; it can lead to 
division and harm within communities. By refraining from speaking ill of others, believers reflect the 
character of Christ, who exemplified love and grace even towards His adversaries.

“to be no brawlers”  The next command, “to be no brawlers,” indicates that Christians should avoid 

being contentious or quarrelsome. The term suggests a disposition that does not seek conflict or strife. 
In a culture where disputes might arise easily—especially regarding theological or moral issues—Paul 
urges Titus to remind believers that they should strive for peace rather than engage in arguments or 
fights. This aligns with Jesus’ teaching on peacemaking (Matthew 5:9) and reflects a commitment to 
unity within the body of Christ.

“but gentle”  The word “gentle” conveys an attitude of kindness and consideration towards others. It 

implies a willingness to yield and show patience rather than react harshly or aggressively. Gentleness 
is a fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) and is essential for fostering healthy relationships among 
believers and non-believers alike. By embodying gentleness, Christians can create an environment 
conducive to sharing the gospel effectively.

“shewing all meekness unto all men”  Finally, “shewing all meekness unto all men” emphasizes the 

necessity for humility and submission in interactions with everyone—regardless of their status or 
behavior. Meekness here refers to a controlled strength; it does not imply weakness but rather a 
deliberate choice to respond with grace instead of aggression. Paul’s instruction extends beyond fellow 
believers; it encompasses all people, reinforcing the idea that Christians are called to demonstrate 
Christ-like love universally.

Conclusion  In summary, Titus 3:2 encapsulates essential principles for Christian conduct: refraining 

from slander, avoiding quarrelsomeness, exhibiting gentleness, and showing meekness toward 
everyone. These attributes are vital for maintaining a positive witness in society and fulfilling the call 
to live out one’s faith authentically.

Verse Commentary on Titus 3:3 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse  Titus 3:3 states, “For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, 

disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating 
one another.” This verse serves as a reflective reminder for believers about their past state before 
coming to faith in Christ. It emphasizes the transformation that occurs through salvation and highlights 
the importance of humility and kindness towards others.



Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish”

• The term “foolish” refers to a lack of understanding or spiritual insight. In biblical 
terms, it often denotes those who are ignorant of God’s truth. This acknowledgment is 
crucial as it establishes a common ground between believers and non-believers. The use 
of “we ourselves” indicates that even those who are now saved were once in a state of 
ignorance regarding divine matters.

2. “disobedient”

• This word signifies rebellion against God’s commands. It encompasses not only 
disobedience to divine law but also a general unwillingness to submit to authority. The 
Apostle Paul reminds Titus that this was part of their former lives, reinforcing the idea 
that all humans have fallen short of God’s glory (Romans 3:23).

3. “deceived”

• Being “deceived” implies being led astray from the truth. This can refer to self-
deception or being misled by false teachings or influences in society. The Greek term 
used here suggests wandering away from the right path, which aligns with the biblical 
metaphor of sheep going astray (Isaiah 53:6).

4. “serving divers lusts and pleasures”

• The phrase “serving divers lusts and pleasures” indicates a life dominated by various 
sinful desires and hedonistic pursuits. The word “serving” suggests bondage; 
individuals were enslaved to their appetites rather than living freely under God’s grace.

5. “living in malice and envy”

• “Malice” refers to ill will or a desire to harm others, while “envy” denotes resentment 
towards others’ success or happiness. Together, these terms paint a picture of relational 
strife characterized by hostility and jealousy.

6. “hateful, and hating one another.”

• The repetition here emphasizes the destructive nature of sin within human relationships 
prior to salvation. It illustrates how sin breeds hatred among individuals, leading to 
conflict rather than community.

Theological Implications  This verse serves as a sobering reminder for Christians about their past 

condition without Christ. It underscores the transformative power of God’s grace that brings believers 
from such a state into one characterized by love, kindness, and good works (Titus 3:4-8). Recognizing 
one’s previous state fosters humility and compassion towards others who may still be trapped in sin.



Practical Application  Believers are called not only to remember their past but also to act accordingly 

in their present interactions with others—showing kindness instead of judgment and understanding 
instead of contempt. This reflection encourages Christians to maintain an attitude of gratitude for their 
salvation while actively engaging in good works as evidence of their faith.

Conclusion  Titus 3:3 encapsulates the essence of human depravity before encountering God’s grace 

while simultaneously calling believers to reflect on this transformation in their daily lives.

Verse Commentary on Titus 3:4 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Titus 3:4 states, “But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared.” This 
verse serves as a pivotal point in the epistle of Titus, contrasting the previous discussion of human 
depravity and sinful behavior with the divine intervention of God through His kindness and love. It 
emphasizes the transformative nature of God’s grace and highlights the role of God as both Savior and 
benefactor.

Contextual Analysis

To fully understand Titus 3:4, it is essential to consider its context within the chapter. The preceding 
verses (Titus 3:1-3) describe the behaviors that should characterize believers, including submission to 
authority, good works, and gentleness towards all people. Paul reminds Titus that before salvation, 
individuals were foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving various lusts and pleasures. The transition 
marked by “But after that” indicates a significant change brought about by God’s action.

The Kindness of God

The term “kindness” in this verse translates from the Greek word “chrestotes,” which signifies a 
quality of being benevolent or good-hearted. This kindness is not merely an abstract concept but is 
demonstrated through actions that benefit others. In this context, it refers specifically to God’s gracious 
disposition towards humanity. It reflects His willingness to engage with us despite our sinful state.

The Love of God Our Savior

Following “kindness,” Paul introduces “the love of God our Saviour.” The Greek term for love here is 
“philanthropia,” which denotes a deep affection for humanity. This phrase underscores God’s 
compassionate nature and His desire for reconciliation with mankind. The title “our Saviour” 
emphasizes a personal relationship between God and believers; He is not just a distant deity but 
actively involved in their lives.

The Appearance of God’s Kindness and Love

The phrase “toward man appeared” indicates a manifestation or revelation of God’s character. The 
verb used here implies that God’s kindness and love were always present but became evident at a 



specific moment in history—most notably through the incarnation of Jesus Christ. This appearance 
marks a turning point where divine grace was made accessible to humanity.

Theological Implications

Titus 3:4 encapsulates several key theological themes:

1. Divine Initiative:  Salvation begins with God’s initiative rather than human effort (Ephesians 

2:8-9). It highlights that it is through God’s kindness and love that we are saved.

2. Transformation:  The verse illustrates how an encounter with God’s kindness leads to 

transformation from a life characterized by sin to one marked by righteousness.

3. Grace Manifested:  The appearance of God’s kindness signifies the revelation of grace through 

Jesus Christ, who embodies both kindness and love.

4. Personal Relationship:  By referring to God as “our Saviour,” Paul emphasizes the intimate 

relationship believers have with Him—a relationship grounded in His loving actions towards 
them.

Conclusion

In summary, Titus 3:4 serves as a powerful reminder of God’s unmerited favor towards humanity 
manifested through His kindness and love. It transitions from discussing human shortcomings to 
celebrating divine grace, underscoring that salvation is rooted in God’s character rather than human 
merit.

Verse Commentary on Titus 3:5 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Titus 3:5 states, “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he 
saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost.” This verse is a profound 
declaration of the nature of salvation as it emphasizes God’s grace and mercy rather than human effort 
or merit. It encapsulates key theological concepts that are foundational to Christian doctrine regarding 
salvation.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Not by works of righteousness which we have done”

• This phrase establishes a clear distinction between salvation and human efforts. The 
term “works of righteousness” refers to any good deeds or moral actions that 
individuals might perform in an attempt to earn favor with God. The Apostle Paul 
emphasizes that these works do not contribute to one’s salvation. This aligns with other 



Pauline writings, such as Ephesians 2:8-9, where Paul reiterates that salvation is a gift 
from God and not based on human achievement.

2. “but according to his mercy he saved us”

• Here, Paul shifts the focus from human inability to divine capability. The phrase 
“according to his mercy” highlights that God’s decision to save is rooted in His 
compassion and love for humanity rather than any merit on our part. Mercy is defined 
as withholding deserved punishment; thus, this statement underscores the unmerited 
nature of grace in salvation.

3. “by the washing of regeneration”

• The term “washing” can be understood as a cleansing process, often associated with 
baptism in Christian theology. However, it is crucial to interpret this phrase within its 
broader context—referring not merely to the physical act of baptism but symbolizing 
spiritual renewal and transformation. “Regeneration” denotes being born again or made 
new through the work of the Holy Spirit (John 3:3). This signifies a fundamental change 
in one’s spiritual state—a transition from death in sin to life in Christ.

4. “and renewing of the Holy Ghost”

• The final part of this verse introduces the role of the Holy Spirit in the believer’s life. 
“Renewing” suggests an ongoing process whereby believers are continually 
transformed into Christ’s likeness (2 Corinthians 5:17). The mention of “the Holy 
Ghost” indicates that this renewal is not achieved through human effort but through 
divine intervention—the active work of the Holy Spirit within believers’ hearts and 
lives.

Theological Implications

This verse encapsulates several critical theological themes:

• Grace vs. Works:  It affirms that salvation cannot be earned through good deeds; instead, it is a 

result of God’s grace.

• Divine Mercy:  It highlights God’s character as merciful and loving towards humanity.

• Transformation:  It speaks about regeneration and renewal as essential aspects of salvation—

indicating that true faith results in a changed life empowered by the Holy Spirit.

Conclusion

In summary, Titus 3:5 serves as a powerful reminder that salvation is entirely dependent on God’s 
mercy rather than human efforts or righteousness. It encourages believers to rely on God’s grace for 
their spiritual transformation while recognizing their inability to achieve righteousness on their own.



Verse Commentary on Titus 3:6 (KJV)

Text of the Verse  Titus 3:6 (KJV): “Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our 

Saviour;”

Contextual Background  To fully understand Titus 3:6, it is essential to consider its context within 

the epistle. The Apostle Paul writes to Titus, providing guidance on how to lead the church in Crete. In 
the preceding verses, Paul discusses salvation and the transformative power of God’s grace. He 
emphasizes that salvation is not based on human works but is a result of God’s mercy and love.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Which he shed on us abundantly”

• The phrase “which he shed” refers specifically to the Holy Spirit. The Greek term used 
here, “ἐξέχην” (exechēn), translates as “poured out.” This imagery conveys a sense of 
abundance and generosity in God’s giving of the Holy Spirit to believers.

• The word “abundantly” signifies that this outpouring is not just sufficient but 
overflowing. It indicates that God does not give His Spirit sparingly; rather, He provides 
it richly and generously to those who believe.

2. “Through Jesus Christ our Saviour;”

• This part of the verse highlights the mediatorial role of Jesus Christ in the process of 
salvation and receiving the Holy Spirit. It underscores that it is through Jesus—His life, 
death, and resurrection—that believers receive this gift.

• The title “our Saviour” reinforces the personal relationship between Christ and 
believers. It emphasizes that salvation is a shared experience among all who have faith 
in Him.

Theological Implications

• Trinitarian Understanding:

• This verse reflects a Trinitarian understanding of salvation where God the Father 
initiates salvation, Jesus Christ serves as the mediator, and the Holy Spirit is given to 
believers for regeneration and empowerment.

• Salvation by Grace:

• The abundant shedding of the Holy Spirit signifies that salvation is a work entirely 
initiated by God’s grace rather than human effort or merit. This aligns with Paul’s 
earlier statements about being saved not by works but according to God’s mercy (Titus 
3:5).

• Transformation Through the Spirit:



• The outpouring of the Holy Spirit leads to transformation in believers’ lives. It 
empowers them for good works and enables them to live according to God’s will.

Practical Application

• Believers are encouraged to recognize their dependence on the Holy Spirit for spiritual growth 
and empowerment.

• Understanding that salvation comes through Jesus should lead Christians to cultivate a deeper 
relationship with Him, acknowledging His role as Savior.

• The concept of abundance in receiving God’s gifts encourages gratitude and motivates 
believers to share their faith with others.

Conclusion  Titus 3:6 encapsulates key elements of Christian doctrine regarding salvation, 

emphasizing both divine initiative and human response through faith in Jesus Christ. It serves as a 
reminder of God’s generous provision through His Spirit for all who believe.

Verse Commentary on Titus 3:8 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Titus 3:8 states, “This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they 
which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and 
profitable unto men.” This verse encapsulates key themes of faith, good works, and the practical 
implications of Christian doctrine.

“This is a faithful saying”

The phrase “This is a faithful saying” serves as an introduction to a significant truth within the context 
of Paul’s teachings. It indicates that what follows is not merely opinion or speculation but rather a core 
principle of Christian faith. The term “faithful saying” suggests reliability and trustworthiness, often 
used by Paul to emphasize doctrines that should be upheld by believers (see also 1 Timothy 1:15; 2 
Timothy 2:11).

“and these things I will that thou affirm constantly”

Paul instructs Titus to “affirm constantly” the teachings he has shared. The use of “affirm” implies a 
strong endorsement and insistence on these truths. The word “constantly” indicates that this 
affirmation should not be a one-time event but an ongoing practice within the church community. This 
reflects the importance of repetition in teaching for reinforcement and clarity among believers.

“that they which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works.”

Here, Paul highlights the purpose behind his exhortation: it is for those who have believed in God to be 
diligent in maintaining good works. The phrase “believed in God” emphasizes faith as foundational for 
Christian living. Importantly, Paul does not suggest that good works are a means to earn salvation; 
rather, they are an outflow of genuine faith. The word “careful” denotes diligence and intentionality, 
indicating that believers should actively engage in good deeds as part of their Christian walk.



“These things are good and profitable unto men.”

In concluding this verse, Paul asserts that the teachings he has emphasized—faith leading to good 
works—are beneficial (“good”) and advantageous (“profitable”) for humanity. This statement 
underscores the practical impact of living out one’s faith through actions that contribute positively to 
society and reflect God’s character.

Conclusion

Titus 3:8 serves as a powerful reminder of the relationship between faith and action within 
Christianity. It calls believers not only to hold fast to sound doctrine but also to express their faith 
through tangible acts of goodness towards others. This verse encapsulates Paul’s vision for a vibrant 
Christian life marked by both belief and behavior.

Verse Commentary on Titus 3:9 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Titus 3:9 states, “But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and contentions, and strivings about the 
law; for they are unprofitable and vain.” This verse is a directive from the Apostle Paul to Titus, 
emphasizing the importance of focusing on productive ministry rather than engaging in unproductive 
disputes. The context of this instruction is crucial for understanding its implications for church 
leadership and Christian conduct.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “But avoid foolish questions”

• The term “foolish” in this context refers to inquiries that lack substance or wisdom. 
These are not merely trivial questions but those that can lead to confusion and division 
within the church community. Paul is instructing Titus to steer clear of debates that do 
not contribute positively to spiritual growth or understanding.

2. “and genealogies”

• Genealogies were significant in Jewish culture as they established lineage and heritage. 
However, in the early church context, particularly among Gentiles like Titus, these 
genealogical discussions could become contentious and serve no purpose other than to 
foster pride or division. Paul’s admonition highlights that one’s spiritual standing is not 
determined by ancestry but by faith in Christ.

3. “and contentions”

• The word “contentions” refers to disputes or arguments that arise from differing 
opinions. Such conflicts can distract from the core message of the gospel and create 



divisions among believers. Paul warns against engaging in such disputes as they detract 
from unity within the body of Christ.

4. “and strivings about the law;”

• Here, “strivings about the law” pertains to debates surrounding Mosaic Law and its 
application to Christians. In Crete, where Titus was ministering, false teachers often 
misused the law to impose unnecessary burdens on believers. Paul emphasizes that 
these arguments are counterproductive and should be avoided.

5. “for they are unprofitable and vain.”

• The conclusion drawn by Paul is clear: engaging in these types of discussions yields no 
spiritual benefit (“unprofitable”) and is ultimately empty or meaningless (“vain”). This 
serves as a reminder for church leaders like Titus to prioritize teachings that edify rather 
than those that lead to strife.

Theological Implications

This verse underscores a broader theological principle found throughout Scripture: believers are called 
to focus on what builds up their faith and fosters community rather than what divides them. Paul’s 
directive serves as a guide for church leaders today who must discern between fruitful discussions that 
promote growth in Christ versus those that lead only to contention without resolution.

Practical Application

For modern readers, this passage encourages self-examination regarding our conversations within faith 
communities:

• Are we engaging in discussions that uplift others?
• Do we find ourselves caught up in debates over non-essential issues?
• How can we redirect our focus toward promoting unity and sound doctrine?

In essence, Titus 3:9 serves as a timeless reminder of the need for discernment in our interactions with 
one another within the body of Christ.

Verse Commentary on Titus 3:10 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Titus 3:10 states, “A man that is an heretic after the first and second admonition reject.” This verse 
addresses the issue of divisive individuals within the church community and provides guidance on how 
to deal with them. The term “heretic” in this context refers not only to someone who holds erroneous 
beliefs but also to those who create divisions and factions within the church.



Understanding ‘Heretic’

The Greek word translated as “heretic” in this verse is “hairetikos,” which indicates a person who 
causes divisions or promotes sects. This usage highlights that a heretic is not merely someone with 
differing theological views but one who actively disrupts unity among believers. The concept of heresy 
has evolved over time, but in this context, it emphasizes the behavior of individuals who prioritize 
their opinions over communal harmony.

The Admonition Process

Paul instructs Titus to give such a person two opportunities for admonition. This reflects a principle of 
patience and care in addressing issues within the church. The admonitions serve as warnings intended 
to guide the individual back toward sound doctrine and unity. It is crucial that these admonitions are 
given sincerely, with the hope that the individual may recognize their error and repent.

Rejecting Divisive Individuals

If, after two admonitions, the individual remains obstinate, Paul commands Titus to “reject” him. The 
Greek term used here can also be translated as “shun” or “avoid.” This does not imply a harsh 
punishment but rather a necessary separation from someone whose actions threaten the peace and 
unity of the church body. It underscores that maintaining doctrinal purity and communal harmony is 
essential for a healthy church environment.

The Importance of Unity in the Church

This verse aligns with broader biblical themes regarding unity among believers. In Romans 16:17, 
Paul similarly advises Christians to mark those who cause divisions and avoid them. The emphasis on 
avoiding divisive individuals highlights that while all are welcome in Christ’s love, there are 
boundaries when it comes to maintaining sound doctrine and communal integrity.

Conclusion

In summary, Titus 3:10 serves as an important guideline for church leaders like Titus in dealing with 
divisive individuals. It emphasizes patience through admonition while also establishing clear 
boundaries for maintaining unity within the church community. By following these instructions, 
church leaders can foster an environment conducive to spiritual growth and harmony.

Verse Commentary on Titus 3:11 (KJV)

Text of the Verse  “Titus 3:11 - Knowing that he that is such is subverted, and sinneth, being 

condemned of himself.”

Contextual Background  The Epistle to Titus was written by the Apostle Paul to provide guidance on 

church leadership and sound doctrine. In this particular chapter, Paul emphasizes the importance of 
good works and proper conduct among believers while also addressing the issue of false teachers 
within the church. The preceding verses highlight the need for believers to avoid foolish controversies 
and divisive individuals.



Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Knowing that he that is such”

• This phrase indicates a recognition or understanding about certain individuals within the 
church community. The term “such” refers specifically to those who are divisive or 
contentious, particularly false teachers who promote erroneous doctrines. Paul instructs 
Titus to be aware of these individuals and their behaviors.

2. “is subverted”

• The word “subverted” comes from the Greek term “exestraptai,” which means twisted 
or perverted. It implies a fundamental alteration of truth, suggesting that these 
individuals have deviated from sound doctrine and have embraced teachings that distort 
the gospel message. Their teachings lead not only themselves but potentially others 
astray.

3. “and sinneth”

• The use of “sinneth” here indicates a continuous action rather than a one-time 
occurrence. It suggests that these individuals are living in sin as a result of their false 
teachings and actions. They are not merely mistaken; they are willfully engaging in 
behaviors contrary to God’s commands.

4. “being condemned of himself”

• This phrase highlights self-condemnation, meaning that these individuals bear 
responsibility for their actions and beliefs. They cannot claim ignorance or misguidance 
because they have chosen to reject sound teaching despite having been warned or 
admonished by church leaders or scripture. Their conscience bears witness against 
them, leading them to judgment based on their own decisions.

Theological Implications  Titus 3:11 serves as a warning against those who would introduce division 

within the church through false teachings. It underscores the importance of discernment among 
believers regarding whom they follow and listen to in matters of faith. The verse illustrates how 
deviation from truth leads not only to personal condemnation but also has broader implications for 
community integrity within the body of Christ.

Paul’s instruction reflects a pastoral concern for maintaining doctrinal purity and unity in the church, 
emphasizing that those who persist in error after being corrected are ultimately responsible for their 
fate.

Practical Application  For contemporary readers, this verse serves as an admonition to remain 

vigilant against false teachings and divisive behavior within Christian communities today. Believers 
are encouraged to ground themselves in sound doctrine and be discerning about whom they allow to 
influence their faith journey.



Furthermore, it calls for accountability among church members; when someone strays into heresy or 
causes division, it is essential for fellow believers to address these issues with love but firmness, 
recognizing that such actions can lead not only to personal downfall but also harm the collective 
witness of the church.

Verse Commentary on Titus 3:12 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Titus 3:12 states, “When I shall send Artemas unto thee, or Tychicus, be diligent to come unto me to 
Nicopolis: for I have determined there to winter.” This verse is part of the concluding remarks in Paul’s 
letter to Titus, where he provides personal instructions and expresses his desire for Titus to join him.

Contextual Background

The Apostle Paul wrote this epistle to Titus while he was in a transitional phase of his ministry. Titus 
was left in Crete to establish order within the church and appoint elders. The mention of sending either 
Artemas or Tychicus indicates that Paul was concerned about ensuring that the church in Crete had 
proper leadership during his absence.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “When I shall send Artemas unto thee, or Tychicus”

• Paul mentions two individuals here: Artemas and Tychicus. Artemas is not mentioned 
elsewhere in the New Testament, leading to uncertainty about his background; however, 
tradition suggests he may have been a bishop of Lystra later on. Tychicus, on the other 
hand, is a well-known figure in Paul’s ministry, appearing multiple times throughout the 
New Testament (Acts 20:4; Ephesians 6:21; Colossians 4:7; 2 Timothy 4:12). His 
reputation as a faithful minister underscores the importance of having capable leaders in 
place.

2. “Be diligent to come unto me”

• The term “be diligent” translates from the Greek word “spoudazo,” which conveys a 
sense of urgency and earnestness. Paul urges Titus not just to consider coming but to 
make every effort possible. This reflects Paul’s desire for fellowship and support from 
Titus during his time in Nicopolis.

3. “To Nicopolis”

• Nicopolis means “City of Victory,” named after Augustus’s victory at Actium. It is 
significant that Paul chose this location for wintering as it was strategically positioned 
for travel and ministry opportunities. The choice also indicates that Paul intended to 
continue his evangelistic efforts even during winter when travel would be more 
challenging.



4. “For I have determined there to winter.”

• The phrase “I have determined” shows Paul’s decisiveness regarding his plans. The use 
of the perfect tense implies that this decision has been made with careful consideration 
and is now settled. Wintering in Nicopolis would allow Paul time for rest and reflection 
while still engaging with fellow believers and continuing his work.

Conclusion

In summary, Titus 3:12 encapsulates Paul’s pastoral concern for both Titus and the church in Crete 
while highlighting the importance of leadership continuity through Artemas or Tychicus. It also 
illustrates Paul’s strategic planning as he prepares for a season of ministry in Nicopolis.

Verse Commentary on Titus 3:13 (KJV)

Contextual Background

The Epistle to Titus, written by the Apostle Paul, addresses the organization and conduct of the church 
in Crete. In this final chapter, Paul provides practical instructions for Titus regarding church leadership 
and community behavior. The verse in question, Titus 3:13, serves as a concluding directive that 
emphasizes the importance of hospitality and support for fellow believers engaged in ministry.

Verse Text

“Titus 3:13 (KJV): Bring Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their journey diligently, that nothing be 
wanting unto them.”

Analysis of Key Components

1. “Bring Zenas the lawyer”

• Zenas  is mentioned only here in the New Testament. His title as “the lawyer” suggests 

he may have been an expert in Jewish law or possibly Roman law. The term “lawyer” 
(Greek: nomikos) indicates someone knowledgeable about legal matters, particularly 
those pertaining to the Mosaic Law.

• The fact that he is referred to as a lawyer implies that he had a significant role within 
the early Christian community, possibly providing guidance on legal issues faced by 
Christians.

2. “and Apollos”

• Apollos  is a well-known figure in early Christianity, recognized for his eloquence and 

knowledge of Scripture (Acts 18:24). He was originally a disciple of John the Baptist 
but became a prominent preacher after being instructed more accurately about Jesus by 
Priscilla and Aquila.



• His inclusion alongside Zenas indicates that both were likely traveling evangelists or 
teachers who needed support from local churches during their ministry.

3. “on their journey diligently”

• The phrase “on their journey diligently” emphasizes the urgency and importance of 
assisting these men as they traveled. The Greek word used here can imply speed or 
promptness in providing aid.

• This instruction highlights not only the need for physical support but also reflects a 
broader principle within Christian communities to care for one another’s needs.

4. “that nothing be wanting unto them.”

• This concluding phrase underscores Paul’s desire that Zenas and Apollos receive all 
necessary provisions during their travels. It suggests an expectation that the church 
should actively ensure that these ministers are not lacking anything essential for their 
mission.

• This directive aligns with earlier teachings in Paul’s letters regarding mutual support 
among believers (e.g., Galatians 6:10), reinforcing the idea that Christians are called to 
serve one another.

Theological Implications

Titus 3:13 encapsulates several key theological themes:

• Support for Ministry:  The verse illustrates the responsibility of local churches to support 

those engaged in ministry work, reflecting a communal approach to faith where believers assist 
one another.

• Hospitality:  Providing for traveling ministers exemplifies Christian hospitality, which is an 

important virtue emphasized throughout Scripture (Hebrews 13:2).

• Unity in Purpose:  By instructing Titus to help both Zenas and Apollos, Paul promotes unity 

within the body of Christ as they work together towards common goals of spreading the 
Gospel.

In conclusion, Titus 3:13 serves as a practical reminder for Christians today about the importance of 
supporting those who labor in ministry and ensuring that they are equipped for their journeys.

Verse Commentary on Titus 3:14 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Titus 3:14 states, “And let ours also learn to maintain good works for necessary uses, that they be not 
unfruitful.” This verse serves as a concluding exhortation in Paul’s letter to Titus, emphasizing the 
importance of good works among believers. It encapsulates the practical application of faith in daily 
life and highlights the necessity of Christians being actively engaged in beneficial actions.



Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “And let ours also learn”

• The term “ours” refers to those who belong to the Christian community, specifically the 
believers under Titus’s care. Paul encourages these individuals to engage in a process of 
learning. This implies that maintaining good works is not an innate quality but rather 
something that requires instruction and practice. The use of “learn” indicates an ongoing 
process, suggesting that believers should continually seek to grow in their 
understanding and execution of good deeds.

2. “to maintain good works”

• The phrase “maintain good works” can be understood as a call for consistency and 
diligence in performing acts that are beneficial and righteous. The Greek word 
translated as “maintain” (proistemi) carries connotations of leadership or stewardship, 
indicating that Christians should take initiative in doing good. This aligns with other 
passages within the New Testament where believers are encouraged to be zealous for 
good works (Titus 2:14; Ephesians 2:10).

3. “for necessary uses”

• This part of the verse emphasizes the purpose behind maintaining good works. 
“Necessary uses” refers to practical needs within the community—both spiritual and 
physical. Good works are not merely optional or ceremonial; they serve essential 
functions in supporting one another, meeting urgent needs, and contributing positively 
to society at large.

4. “that they be not unfruitful.”

• The conclusion of this verse warns against being “unfruitful.” In biblical terms, 
fruitfulness often symbolizes productivity and effectiveness in one’s faith journey (John 
15:5). Paul stresses that if believers do not engage in good works, they risk becoming 
stagnant or ineffective in their Christian walk. This reflects a broader theme throughout 
Scripture where genuine faith is evidenced by tangible actions (James 2:17).

Theological Implications

The theological implications of Titus 3:14 are profound. Paul underscores that salvation is not merely 
about personal belief but also about how that belief manifests itself through actions within the 
community. Good works serve as evidence of faith and obedience to God’s will, reinforcing the idea 
that true faith naturally results in loving actions towards others.

Moreover, this verse connects with earlier teachings found throughout Paul’s letters regarding grace 
and works (Ephesians 2:8-10). While salvation is by grace through faith alone, it is expected that such 
faith will produce a life characterized by good deeds.



Practical Applications

For contemporary readers, Titus 3:14 serves as a reminder of our responsibility as Christians to 
actively engage in acts of kindness and service within our communities. It challenges believers to 
assess their own lives for areas where they can contribute positively—whether through volunteering, 
helping those in need, or simply living out their faith authentically.

In summary, this verse encapsulates a vital aspect of Christian living—learning and maintaining good 
works for necessary purposes so as not to become unfruitful.

Verse Commentary on Titus 3:15 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Titus 3:15 states, “All that are with me salute thee. Greet them that love us in the faith. Grace be with 
you all. Amen.” This verse serves as the concluding remark of Paul’s letter to Titus, encapsulating his 
affection for Titus and the believers in Crete. It emphasizes community, fellowship, and the grace of 
God.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “All that are with me salute thee.”

• This phrase indicates that Paul is not alone when writing this epistle; he is accompanied 
by fellow believers or co-workers in ministry. The specific individuals are not named, 
suggesting that Titus would know who they are. This reflects a sense of camaraderie and 
shared mission among early Christians.

2. “Greet them that love us in the faith.”

• Here, Paul extends greetings to those who have a genuine love for him and his 
companions based on their shared faith in Jesus Christ. The term “love” signifies a 
deep, abiding affection rooted in their common belief system rather than superficial 
connections. This highlights the importance of mutual support and encouragement 
within the Christian community.

3. “Grace be with you all.”

• The closing benediction is a common feature in Paul’s letters, emphasizing God’s 
unmerited favor towards His people. By wishing grace upon all, Paul underscores the 
necessity of divine assistance for living out their faith effectively. It serves as both a 
blessing and a reminder of God’s continual presence and support.

4. “Amen.”

• The use of “Amen” at the end signifies agreement and affirmation of what has been 
stated previously. It acts as a seal to Paul’s wishes for grace upon Titus and the believers 
in Crete.



Contextual Significance

In this concluding verse, Paul encapsulates key themes from his letter: fellowship among believers, 
love grounded in faith, and reliance on God’s grace. The mention of greetings from others reinforces 
the idea that Christianity is not an isolated endeavor but one that thrives within community 
relationships.

The verse also serves as an encouragement for Titus to maintain strong connections with fellow 
believers while fulfilling his responsibilities on Crete. By acknowledging those who love him “in the 
faith,” Paul encourages unity among Christians despite potential challenges they may face.

Conclusion

Titus 3:15 beautifully summarizes Paul’s heartfelt connection with Titus and other believers while 
reinforcing essential Christian principles such as love, community, and reliance on divine grace. It 
serves as a reminder for contemporary readers about the importance of maintaining relationships 
within their faith communities.

The conclusion of the Book of Titus serves as both a personal exhortation and a 
final summary of Paul’s instruction to Titus, focusing on the application of godly 
principles in the lives of believers. In this closing section (Titus 3:12-15), Paul 
reaffirms the importance of community, good works, and proper conduct, tying 
together his earlier teachings on sound doctrine and Christian living.

Summary of the Conclusion

1. Personal Instructions and Relational Ministry: Paul provides specific instructions to Titus 
regarding his personal plans and associates. He informs Titus that either Artemas or Tychicus 
will be sent to Crete to replace him, after which Titus should meet Paul in Nicopolis, where Paul 
plans to spend the winter (Titus 3:12). This shows Paul's strategic approach to ministry, 
ensuring continuity in leadership and care for the Cretan church.

Paul then exhorts Titus to provide help to Zenas the lawyer and Apollos, so they may lack 
nothing (Titus 3:13). This personal plea emphasizes the theme of mutual support and hospitality 
within the Christian community. It also demonstrates how ministry is a collaborative effort, 
relying on shared resources and cooperation among workers of the Gospel.

2. Good Works as a Reflection of Faith: One of the most significant themes in the book is the 
emphasis on good works as an outflow of genuine faith. Paul reiterates this in his conclusion, 
encouraging believers to “learn to devote themselves to good works” (Titus 3:14). The phrase 
implies that good works are not an afterthought but something to be cultivated, learned, and 
practiced. They are meant to help in “cases of urgent need” and to ensure that believers are not 
“unfruitful.”



This closing reminder links back to Paul’s overall message throughout the letter, where he 
repeatedly insists that Christian behavior, rooted in sound doctrine, must be evident in actions. 
The Cretan context, with its reputation for laziness and dishonesty (Titus 1:12), makes this 
exhortation especially relevant, underscoring how transformative the Gospel can be in shaping 
character and conduct.

3. Final Greetings and Grace: In typical Pauline fashion, Paul ends with personal greetings and a 
blessing. He sends greetings from all those with him and asks Titus to extend greetings to those 
who love them in the faith (Titus 3:15). This final salutation emphasizes the unity and bond that 
exists among believers, even across different regions and ministries.

Paul’s last words, “Grace be with you all,” encapsulate the essence of the Christian life. Grace, 
as the unmerited favor of God, is the foundation of the Gospel. It not only saves but sustains 
believers in their daily walk. This final blessing serves as a reminder that all the instructions 
given to Titus and the believers in Crete can only be lived out through God’s empowering grace.

Conclusion’s Significance in the Broader Context of Titus

Paul’s closing words to Titus are not merely administrative; they encapsulate the major themes of the 
entire epistle. The letter, written to guide the young pastor Titus in setting order in the Cretan churches, 
stresses the need for proper church leadership, sound teaching, and Christian conduct. This final section 
reinforces the message that doctrine and practice must be intertwined. The call to good works, which 
bookends the letter, reflects the transformative power of sound doctrine in everyday life.

In a broader sense, the conclusion of Titus reminds us that ministry is not solitary work. Titus, like 
Paul, was supported by other co-laborers, and Paul makes clear that Christian ministry is meant to be 
shared and sustained by a network of believers who help one another. Paul’s request for help for Zenas 
and Apollos demonstrates this interconnectedness and shows that Christian mission relies on practical 
acts of service, hospitality, and provision.

Finally, the blessing of grace points to the divine empowerment needed to live out the high calling of 
Christian leadership and conduct. Grace is not just a theological concept; it is the daily sustenance 
needed for believers to remain faithful, fruitful, and committed to good works in a world that often 
opposes the values of the Gospel.

In summary, the conclusion of the Book of Titus is a practical and pastoral closing that ties together the 
key themes of Christian leadership, good works, community, and grace. It leaves the reader with a clear 
sense of the communal and relational nature of Christian life, the necessity of good works as evidence 
of faith, and the centrality of God’s grace in all aspects of ministry and living.

Dr. Paul Crawford is more than just a Christian Author; His books are a source of inspiration and 
guidance on your spiritual journey. His books are created with a deep sense of faith and a desire to 
uplift and inspire all who read. 
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